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with several Amendments, to which they desire the concurrence of this House:
And also,

The Legislative Council have passed the Bill, intituled, " An Act to incorporate
"the Prince Edcard Railway Company," with several Amendments, to which they
desire the concurrence of this House.

And then he withdrew.

The Honorable Mr. Morin reported from the Select Committee appointed, on
Tuesday last, to draw up an humble Address to Her Majesty, That they had
drawn up an Address accordingly; and the same was read, as followeth:-

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign,
We, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons of Canada, in

Provincial Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to represent to Your Majesty,
that under the circumstances in which the Province of Canada is placed, in a social,
political, and economical point of view, we are humbly of opinion, that the introduc-
tion of the Elective principle into the Constitution of the Legisiative Council, would
not only impart greater weight to that important Branch of the Legislature than it
can have under existing arrangements, however judiciously the selection of its Mem-
bers may be made, but would also ensure greater efficiency in carrying out that sys-
tem of Government which obtains in the Mother Country, and has been happily in-
troduced into this Province.

That the object in view might, in the opinion of Your faithful Commons, be best
attained by dividing each of the Sections of the Province into thirty Territorial Di-
visions, to be hereafter defined by the Provincial Parliament, and containing each
as nearly as possible an equal amount of Population, and by allowing the persons
qualified to vote at the Election of Members of the Legislative Assembly, in each
Division, subject to the arrangements hereafter mentioned as to present Members,
to elect one person qualified in the manner hereinafter mentioned, to sit in the Le-
gislative Council, which should be composed, after the arrangements as to present
Members have had their effect, of sixty persons so elected, one-third of whom shall
be required to retire in rotation every two years, so that except as to Members
elected after a dissolution, or to fill any occasional vacancies to replace elected
Members, the Members shal be elected for the term of six years; and Members
retiring by rotation, whose term of service shall expire during a Session of Parlia-
ment, May continue to serve until the end of that Session.

That Twenty new Members of the said Legislative Council ought to be first
elected; that subject to a dissolution as hereinafter mentioned, the present Mem-
bers of the Legislative Council ought to continue Members thereof, and to retire in
rotation in numbers as equal as may be possible, at the end of two and four years
respectively, at each of which respective periods Twenty new Members of the said
Council ought to be elected, whatever be the number of the Members then retiring;
for which purposes two lists of the present Members, one for each Section of the
Province, according to their place of residence at the time they were summoned to
the said Council, be prepared, and lots drawn under the direction of the Speaker of
the Legislative Council, to determine the lime at which they shall retire by rotation
as aforesaid;-and to provide for Elections in the first instance, and upon the re-
tirement of the present Members in the manner provided, the said Speaker do also
draiv lots separately for each Section of the Province, to determine for which Divi-
sions Members are to be first elected, until all Divisions are represented; the said
Speaker do apportion also by lot, on the re-assembling of the Legislative Council
after a dissolution, for each said Section of the Province respectively, the order in
which Members shall retire ; Members elected to fill occasional vacancies to be elected
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for the Divisions for which the former Members were serving, and for the term only
for which they would have been entitled to serve.

That the persons qualified to be elected Members ofthe Legislative Council should
be all subjects of Your Majesty, by birth or naturalization, of the full age of thirty
years, and residing in this Province, who shall have been at any time previous to
such Election, Members of either of the Legislative Councils of Upper or Lower
Canada, or of the Legislative Council of this Province, or Members of either of the
Legislative Assemblies of Upper or Lower Canada, or of the Legislative Assembly of
this Province; and also all subjects of Your Majesty as aforesaid, qualified as above
as to age and residence, who may be possessed for their own use and benefitof real
property situated in this Province, held in free and common Soccage, or enfief, or en
roture, or en franc aleu, of the value of one thousand pounds, currency, over and above
all debts due and chargeable upon the same ; no person who may be disqualified by
law to be elected Member of the Legislative Assembly being eligible to the said
Legislative Council.

That for the better working of Constitutional Government, the Crown ought to
have power to dissolve both Houses of Parliament, or either of them; but that as
respects the Legislative Council, such power ought not to be exercised except in the
event of the rejection by the said Legislative Council in two successive Sessions,
and at least at six months interval, of a measure which shall have passed the Legis-
lative Assembly in the same two successive Sessions, nor unless the said measure
shall have passed the Legislative Assembly in the second Session by the vote of an
absolute majority of the Members of the said Legislative Assembly; the Parliament
convened after a dissolution of either House, or of both, being reckoned as a new
Parliament.

That Members of the Legislative Council ought to have power to vacate their
seats, either in vacation or during the sitting of Parliament; but that no Member
of either House, while being so, ought to be a Candidate for election to the other
House.

That under the proposed change in the Constitution of the Legislative Council,
it is inexpedient that any pecuniary qualification should be retained for being eli-
gible to the Legislative Assembly.

That the Legislative Council so constituted ought to possess the exclusive power
of adjudicating upon all Impeachments preferred by the Legislative Assembly
against high Public Functionaries; and that in all other respects the peculiar powers
and privileges now possessed and exercised by each of the two Houses of Parlia-
ment, should be maintained inviolate, in so far as they may not be repugnant to the
foregoing Representations.

That when any Member of the Legislative Council shall accept any office, the
holding of which would disqualify him from a seat in the Legislative Assembly, he
shall vacate his seat; and when ho accepts any office, the holding of which would
cause him to return to the people for re-election if he held a seat in the Legislative
Assembly, he shall only hold such seat with such office after being re-elected.

Wherefore Your Majesty's faithful Commons humbly pray that Your Majesty
will be pleased to recommend to the two Branches of the Parliament of the United
Kingdom, and finally to sanction, a measure calculated to give effect to the Repre-
sentations thus humbly subnitted for the consideration of Your Majesty.

The said Address, being read a second time, was agrecd to.
Ordered, That the said Address be engrossed.
Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor

General, informing His Excellency that this House hath voted an humble Address
to Her Majesty, on the subject of the Constitution of the Legislative Council of this
Province; and praying that His Excellency would be pleased to transmit the same
to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, to be laid at the
foot of the Throne.
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Ordered, That the said Address be engrossed.
Ordered, That the said Addresses be presented to His Excellency the Governor

General by the whole House.
Ordered, That such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Execu-

tive Council of this Province, do wait upon His Excellency the Governor General
to know Ris Excellency's pleasure when he will be attended by this House with its
Addresses.

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Eincs, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Morin,
Resolved, That this House will immediately resolve itself into a Committee, to

consider of Ways and Means for raising the Supply granted to Her Majesty.
The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee; and after some.

time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Lyon reported, That
the Committee had come to several Resolutions.

Ordered, That the Report be received To-morrow.
Mr. Lyon aiso reported, That he was directed by the Committee to move for leave

to sit again.
Ordered, That the Committee have leave to sit again To-morrow.

Ordered, That the Message of His Excellency the Governor General transmitting
to this House the Estimates of the sums required for the service of the year 1853,
together with the said Estimates, be referred to the Committee of Supply.

The Order of the day for the third reading of the Bill to provide for the recovery
of the rates and taxes intended to be imposed by certain By-Laws of the late District
Councils in Upper Canada, being read;

Ordered, That the said Order be discharged.
Ordered, That the Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole House, for

the purpose of amending the same.
Resolved, That this House will immediately resolve itself into the said Committee.
The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee; and after some

time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Crawford reported,
That the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto.

Ordered, That the Report be now received.
Mr. Crawford reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendments were read,

and agreed to.
Mr. Langton moved, seconded by Mr. Brown, and the Question being put, That

the Bill be now read the third time; the House divided: and the names being call-
ed for, they were taken down, as follow :-

YEAS.

Messieurs
Brown, Hartman, Morin, Smith, (Durham.)
Chauveau, Sol. Gen. Langton, Richards, Atty. Gen. Valois,
Christie,(Wentworth)Mackenzie, Rolph, White,
Fergusson, Mattice, Street, 17.Wright, (E.R. York.)
Gamble,

NAYs.

Messieurs
Crawford, Robinson., Scymour, Smithz, (Frontenac.)
illurney, 6.Stcvenson.

So it was resolved in the Affirmative.
The Bill was accordingly read the third time.
Mr. Langton moved, seconded by Mr. Brown, and the Question being put, That

the Bill do pass, and the Title be, " An Act to provide for the recovery of the rates
" and taxes intended to be imposed by certain By-Laws of the late District Councils


