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RETURN
To an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, dated 13th February,

1865; for Copies of Correspoudcnce with the Government of New Brunswick
in 1857, 1858 and 1859, on the subject of a Political or Commercial Union
of the British North American Provinces.

By Command.

W.Ni. M'vcDOUGALL,
SECRETRY'S OFFIîCE, Secrt2y.

Qttebec, 16th February, 1865.

QUEBEC, 14th February, 1865.
Si, _--I have the honor to enclose copies of the despatches noted in the margin

Sir E. Ilead, Oth Sept., 185S; with copies of their enclosures, to be laid befoiethe Legisltive
Oet , iS S1 a any. Assembly, in answer to the accompanying Address of the1859; 24th Nov., 1859.

LL. Governor of New Bruns- 13th instant.
wick, 17fti Sept., 1S5S; lth have the honor to be Sir.Oct., 1850; st Feb., 15 Yor obedient servnt,
:3rd Dec., 1859.

Address, Legislative Assem -
bly, 13th Feb., 1865.
The Honorable

The Provincial Secretary.

GOVERNMENT flOUSE, FIEDERICTON, Ï.Ew 11UNSWICK
Septeiber 17th, 1858.

SI,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's despatch of
the 9th instaat, enclosing a copy of a Minute of the Executive Council of Canada, approved
by Your Excellency, on the subject of a Federative Union of the British North. Americau
Irovinces.

I have, &c.,
(Signed,) J. Hl. T. MANNERS SUTTON.

Hlis Excellency the Rt. Honble.
Sir E. Head, Bart., Quebec.

[Copy.]
GoVERNNMENT HoUSE, FREDERICTON NEw 3RtUNSWICKe

October 11th, 1858.
Sut,-With reference to Your Excelleney's despatch of .the 9th ultimo (the receipt

Sept. 25th, 1858. of which was acknowledged by me on the 17th ultimo), I have the honor
to transmit to you, for your Excellency's informatida, a copy of a memo-

randum which has been submitted to me by my Council, on the subject referred to in that
despatch. despaeli.I have, & e,.

Signed,) J. H T. MANNERs SUTTON.
His Excellency the Rt. Ho rble .

Sir E1. Head, Bart-., Toronto.-

A. 1865C-8 Victoria.
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To His Excellency the Honorable
J. Il. T. MANNERS SUTTON,

Licut. Governor, &c., &c.
The Commîittee of Council have had under consitleration the despateh of the (overnor

CeCnral of the 9th instant, containing the Report of the Executive Council of Canada, on
the subjoect of a Federative Union of the British North American Provinces.

The Council are deeply impressed with the importance of the subject, requiring as it
does tlie most deliberate and mature consideration.

The British North American Provinces have cch attained a grcat degree of material
p)rosperity under thcir present constitution, and the increased power of self-government,
recently conferred upon them, has left thcm nothing to envy in the political condition of
Lie citize;s of the neighbouring Republic.

The Coun cil are of opinion that the interests of this Province, and of all the British
N orth American Provinces. require that, whou the question of a Federal or Legislative
Union of the Provinces is forinally brought before the people, it should be raised in such
a manner and at sucl a time as to afford a reasonable prospect, at least, of arriving at a
spccdy and satisfactory conclusion. And without expressing any opinion as to the practica-
bility or effect of sucl a Union as that rcferrcd to in the memorandum of the Council of
Canada thoe Council would state, that although the subjeet of a Union of the Colonies has
to souc extent beca discusscd in the public press lere, the attention of the Provincial
Legislature lias never ben directed to this mnatter, nor lias it been a prominent subject
rf consideration among the constituencies, and in this respect New Brunswick occupies a

very differcut position fromà Canada.
Aud it mnay be remarked that if the recoinmendation of the Canadian Government ho

adopted by the Secretary of State, the question of a Legislative Union with any or ail of
the other Provinces niust be excluded from consideration by the Commission.

Under these circumstances the Couneil would respectfully subnmit, that a reasonable
tine should be allowed for consideration, before the commencement of any such inquiry as
[hat cou templated by the Covernment of Canada.

(Signcd,) Crars FIsiIEr, W. il. STEEVES
J. L. TILLEY, A. J. SMITII,
JAMEs BROwN, CHAREES WATTERS.

September 25th, 1858.

[Copy.]
GOVERNMENT HoUSE, FRLEDERICTON, NEW BRUNswICK,

February 1st, 1859.
Sr,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excelleney's despatch of

the 10th January and of its enclosures, relating to the proposed Federative Union of the
British North American Provinces.

I have, &o.,
(Signed,) J. I. T. MANNERS SUTTON.

His E xcellency the R Iighit Honble.
Sir E. lcad, Bart., Toronto.

[Copy.]
GOVERNMENT HTOUSE, FREDERICTON, NEW BRUNswICK)

December 3rd, 1859.
SIR,-I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excelleney's despateh of

the 24th ultimo, and of the copy therein enclosed, of a Report of a Committee of your
Executive Council, which has been apprDved by Your Excellency.

have, &c.
(Signed,) . H. T. ANNERS SUTTON.

Hfis Excellency the Right Honorable
Sir E. Head, Bart., &c., &c., &c., Quebec.
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[Copy.
QUEBEc, September 9th, 1858.

Smt,-I have the honor to transmit, for Your Excellency's information, the cnclosed

Minute cf Coun- copy of a Minute of the Exceutive Council of Canada, approved by
ci, Septenber, myself, on the subject of a Federative Union of the British North
4 th, 1858. North American Provinces.

I have, &c.,
(Signed,) EDMUND HEAD.

To the Lieutenant G overnors of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,

Prince Edward Island, and the
Governor of Newfoundland.

[Copy.]
TOoiO, October 20th, 1858

Si lihave the honor to ackuowledgc, vith thauks, Your Excelleuey's despatli or
thie 11th instant, transmitting copy of a Memorandum of your Couneil, on the subject OF
:t Federative Union of the British North Anericau Provinces, and to inform you that I
will cause this document to be submitted to my Exccutive Couneil.

I have, &c.,
ED Iu LiDX HEAD.

The Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick:

[Copy.]
QUEBEc, November 24th, 1850.

Sî,--On the recommendation of my Exceutive Council, I have the honor to enclose,
for Your Excelleney's cousideration, a copy of a Report of a Committec of Council, ap-
proved by myself.

I have, &c.,
(Signe2d,) E.D.NlND 11EAD.

The Lieut. Governors of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,

Prince Edward Island, and the
Governor Of Ncwfoundland,

[Oopy.]
TORONTO IOth January, 1859.

Sin,-I have the honor to enclose, for Your Excellency's information, a copy of
minutes of Council, 5th Jan., a Minute of wy Executive Council, approved by myself,
"q59 No. S. Nis 8 26th together with copies of the Secretary of State's despatch, and

of the letter addressed to him, which arc mentioned therein.

1 have, &c.
(Signed,) EDMUND EAD.

The Lieutenant Governors of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,

Prince Edward Island, and the
Governor of Newfoundland.

28 Victoria. A: 1865
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[Copy.-No. 87.]
DoWNING STREET,

26th November, 1858.
Snt,-I have on a former occasion acknowledged Your despatolh, No. 118, of the 9th

September; accompanied by a Minute of a Committee of the Executive Council of Canada,
proposing that Her Majesty's Government should authorize a Meeting of Delegates to
discuss the expediency and the conditions of a Federal Union of the British North
American Provinces. By this name, I understand to be meant an arrangement for estab-
lishing a. common legislation in the Provinces upon matters of common concern. I have
since received a letter on the same question, dated the 25th of October, from those Mem-
bers of Your Exceutive Council who have recently visited England; and I have to inform
you that the proposal has received from fier Majesty's Government the careful considera-
tion which its importance demands.

The question, however, is one which involves not merely the interests of the important
.Province of Canada and its relations towards the Empire, but also the position and welfare
of the other North American Provinces. The Government of one of theni lias afforded
some indication that it deeims the question of a Legislative Union of some. or all of the
Colonies as equally deserving of consideration. With this exception, Her Majesty's
Government have received no expression whatever of the sentiments which may be enter-
tained by. the Governments of the Lower Provinces. We think that we should be
wantiug in proper consideration for those Governments, if we were to authorize, without
any previous knowledge of their views, a Meeting of Delegates from the Executive
Councils, and thus to commit them to a preliminary stop towards the :settlement of a
momentous question of whici they have not yet signified their assent to the principle.

A communication in terms corresponding withi the present despateh ill bc addressed
to the G-overnors of the other Provinces, in order to place them and their resp-onsible
advisers in full possession of the actual state off the question.

I have, &c.

Sigaed,) E. B. LYTTON.
The Right Honorable

Sir Edmund Head, Bart.

Copy of a Rport of a Committee of the Ronorable the Executive Council, dated 5th
January,1859, aproved by Ris Excelency the Governor Genceai.

The Committee have had under consideration a despatch, No. 87, dated 26th Novem-
ber, 1858, from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, intimating
that the Imperial Government, before authorizing a meeting of Delegates from the Execu-
tive Couneils of the British North American Provinces, on the subject of a Federal Union,
as proposed in the Order in Couneil communicated to the Colonial Secretary by Your Ex-
cellency's despatch, No. 118, of 9th September last, desire an expression of the sentiments
which may be entertained by the Governments of the Iower Provinces on that important
matter, in order not to commit them to a preliminary step toward the settlement of a ques-
tion of which they have not yet signified their assent to the principle.

in order to place the Governments of the Lower Provinces in possession of all the
proceedings that have hitherto taken place in reference to the above-mentioned subject,
the Honorable the Attorney General (L. C.), recommends that a copy of the said despatch,
No. 87, as well as of the letter addressed by the delegates fron Canada, to the Right
Honorable the Colonial Secretary, while in England be comnunicated to the Governor
and Lieutenant Governor of each of such Provinces, with a view to invite such action in
the matter as may be deemed expedient.

The Committee advise that the suggestion of the Honorable Attorney General be
approved and acted on.

[Certified.] (Signed,) WMx. H. LEE,
C. E. C.

28 Victoria. .A. 1865


