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all money paid for that object." He said he
made this motion because he had received
from a person interested in the trade of the
country a copy of a report made by an officer
of the Amerian Government upon the position
of the navigation of the St. Clair Flats, from
which it appeared that that Government has
decided to abandon the old channel which was
made, and to which the Canadian Government
contributed $20,000, and have now contracted
for a new ship canal in a more accessible
position, more easy of navigation and less
expensive. This canal is said to be on
American territory, is only one and a half
miles long, 300 feet wide and 13 feet deep at
lowest water, with embankments on each side,
50 feet wide, and it will be completed in 1869.
This canal will save the large expenditure
necessary heretofore in crossing those flats
which amounted in 1865 to the sum of $494,-
369, while the new canal will only cost $428,-
754. It is not necessary to discuss the impor-
tance of this subject to Canadian interests, or
the extent of the navigation which must
necessarily pass through this channel. It may
be sufficient to say that in the season of navi-
gation in 1866 the number of crafts of all
description that passed through the old chan-
nel was 22,274, and 90 rafts, being an average
of 86 vessels daily. The proportion of
Canadian vessels is not given, but sufficient is
now given to show the importance of the
subject, and the necessity of securing for our
shipping interests all the advantages possible
to be obtained, and it was for this object he
asked this address.

The motion was then put and carried.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Campbell it was
ordered that on to-morrow, and on every sit-
ting thereafter, there be two distinct sittings
of the House, one from three to six o'clock
p.m., unless the House sooner adjourns, and
another at half-past seven p.m.

The Bill intituled "An Act to confirm the
amalgamation of the Commercial Bank of
Canada, and the Merchants' Bank, and to
amend and consolidate the Acts of incorpora-
tion of the said Banks," was read a third time
and passed.

COMMITTEE REPORT.

Hon. Mr. Campbell moved the adoption of
the report of the Select Committee on the
subject of alterations in the form of proceed-
ings in the Senate, and said he trusted that
the report now before the House would be
regarded by the hon. members as very desira-
ble. The object of those who prepared the

report was to give more time for the discus-
sion of subjects which came before the House,
and it suggests a more perfect mode than we
have had for attaining that object.

The report was then adopted.

AN ACT RESPECTING PENITENTIARIES.

Hon. Mr. Campbell, in explaining the provi-
sions of this Act, said that changes had been
made in the law formerly in force in regard to
penitentiaries, with a view of introducing a
system which had been found practical in
Great Britain, and which had been attended
with beneficial results. One change consisted
in enabling the Governor in Council to legalize
penitentiaries in different parts of the Do-
minion; for instance if public works were
carried on, those public works might be con-
stituted legal penitentiaries where convicts
might be employed under the surveillance of
their keepers. This would not only promote
their own health and improvement, but it
would be an advantage to the public to have
those works carried on in this manner. In the
penitentiary system of Ireland they have in-
termediate penitentiaries for convicts who
have spent a portion of their tern in more
severe labour, and, perhaps, in complete si-
lence; but having served that portion of his
time a man is allowed, as it were, for good
behaviour, to be removed to another interme-
diate prison, where the work is not so severe,
and he is allowed some privileges. It would be
impossible in the state of finances of this
country to have intermediate prisons, there-
fore it is considered advisable to constitute
penitentiaries and make them intermediate
prisons, where convicts after serving a portion
of their time and by their conduct, entitle
themselves to be considered in the way of
improvement, can be sent where the work will
be less and some privileges will be granted to
them. There was another provision in the bill
to which he desired to call the attention of the
House. It is proposed in one of the clauses of
the bill to have penal cells, because it is found
by experience, and from the reports of those
who have studied this question, that the true
way to reform the conduct of a convict is to
teach him in the first place the hardship of the
sentence he is undergoing. Having been so
punished if he shows a desire to conform
himself to the rules of the prison, and faith-
fully perform his work, a certain degree of
relaxation might be permitted. This would
hold out to the convict a ray of hope, and it
would remove what has been considered a
great obstacle in the way of the successful

May 12, 1888



SENATE DEBATES

working of our penitentiaries, in as much as a
convict cannot hope for any change in his
sentence on account of his conduct. That hope
is held out by the section of the bill which
authorises the remission of the time of the
sentence in accordance with his good conduct,
to extent of five days for each month. These
are the principal changes made in the bill as
compared with what has hitherto been the
law in Canada proper. He could not speak of
the laws on this subject in the Lower Prov-
inces, but he believed they were the same as
in Canada, and have been administered with
more or less success in the reformation of
convicts. He would now move the second
reading of the bill.

The motion was then adopted, and it was
ordered that the Bill be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole House to-morrow.

TAKING EVIDENCE IN CANADA.

The order of the day being read for the
second reading of the Bill intituled, "An Act
to provide for the taking of evidence in
Canada, in relation to civil and commercial
matters pending before courts of justice in
any of Her Majesty's Dominions, or before
foreign tribunals."

Hon. Mr. Campbell said that both in Great
Britain and the United States, they had a law
by which evidence could be taken in these
countries for suits pending in a foreign coun-
try, and they can compel the attendance of
witnesses, and compel them to give evidence
after they have attended. This bill will exer-
cise the same powers as if the suit was pend-
ing in our own courts. He would now move
the second reading of the bill.

Hon. Mr. Tessier wished to know how evi-
dence taken in foreign countries was to be
legalized and binding in the Province of
Quebec, there being such dissimilarity exist-
ing now in the laws of evidence obtaining
there from those of the other Provinces of the
Dominion, and other countries of the world.

Hon. Mr. Campbell-The objection raised
by the hon. member (Mr. Tessier) had not
escaped the attention of the Governinent, but
until one court could be established for the
whole Dominion, the Government felt it
necessary to pass such a law as this, and if it
should be found necessary, the Province of
Quebec would doubtless avail itself of the
advantages of this bill, and copy from it. All
these details will adjust themselves in a short
time after some trial of the present legislation.
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Hon. Mr. McCully doubted very much
whether this Legislature had the power to
pass such a law, and feared that serious, if not
dangerous, consequences will follow its pas-
sage if carried into effect. Such, at all events,
were his apprehensions, but he would not
press his objections now.

The bill was then read a second time, and
on motion of Hon. Mr. Campbell was ordered
to be referred to a Connittee of the whole
House to-morrow.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

The House went into Committee of the
Whole on the Bill intituled "An Act respecting
the Geological Survey of Canada,"

Hon. Mr. Dumouchel in the chair.

Hon. Mr. McCully alluded to the provision
of the bill, allowing balances to be held over,
and said it was not consistent with the princi-
ple adopted by the Governinent in relation to
the Departments of the Civil Service, and late
discussions would show how strongly the
Government felt on this subject. If the objec-
tions were good and valid then, so they must
be considered now, and he was at a loss to see
how the Government can change their public
policy on one measure of this kind, after the
high grounds taken by them lately in this
House.

Hon. Mr. Campbell said it was found by
past experience that continuity of this service
was necessary to secure its value, and there-
fore they had voted for this service in terms
of four or five years. This service had been of
great benefit to the country. He had known
individuals who had discovered minerals upon
their farms, and not knowing the value of
them, had referred to the geological report,
and found information given by the best
scientific men upon these minerals which
showed them that they were very valuable.
This bill proposes to extend this service to
the Maritime Provinces.

Hon. Mr. Flint wished to ask if there was
any provision in the bill for the establishment
of schools for miners, in which they could be
trained to assay those minerals, instead of our
having to be dependent upon persons coming
from the United States. It is highly important
that something of this kind should be done for
the purpose of developing the mineral re-
sources of the country. He did not agree with
the Postinaster-General that a great benefit
had been derived from this survey. If every

May 12,.1868


