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Senator Flynn: We can always count on the fidelity of
Senator John Godfrey.

Motion agreed to.

QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

ENERGY

ALBERTA-OIL PRODUCTION CUTBACK-SUGGESTED SURTAX
REDUCTION

Hon. R. James Balfour: Honourable senators, in the absence
of the Minister of State for Economic Development, I should
like to address a question to the Leader of the Government in
the Senate.

It is becoming obvious that, due to the reduced demand for
oil in eastern Canada, the government will not have to pay as
high a subsidy to petroleum importers as was originally expect-
ed. The government, however, continues to collect a tax
amounting to $1.3 million per day, which it levied some time
ago amid much fanfare and in reaction to the Alberta
cutbacks.

Would the Leader of the Government in the Senate inquire
and report to the Senate as to whether, in light of this
reduction in demand, the government will be required to
expend all of the monies which it is collecting under this surtax
and, if not, whether Canadian taxpayers can anticipate some
relief in this regard?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
The question will be taken as notice.

[Later:]
Hon. Jack Austin: Honourable senators, as a supplementary

to the question asked by Senator Balfour, I should like to say
that the tax to which Senator Balfour referred was imposed as
a result of a cutback which averaged about 60,000 barrels a
day of the oil available to the Canadian market from Alberta,
and that tax, as senators know, came to about half a cent a
litre.

I should like the government leader, in answering the ques-
tion put by Senator Balfour, to deal with the imminence of a
further cutback of the same amount by the Province of
Alberta, which, according to their statements, would be due on
June 1, and a possible third cutback which could take place at
the beginning of September. This would mean a total cutback
of 180,000 barrels a day. In view of that potential, would the
government be considering exposing itself to a higher deficit?

Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, the supplementary
question asked by the Honourable Senator Austin will be
taken as notice. It is a very important question.

As honourable senators are aware, the proposal is to effect a
further cutback in Alberta oil production of another 60,000
barrels on June 1. The implications are of importance to every
section of the country. It is hoped that a statement can be
brought to the chamber when next we meet.

[Senator Godfrey.]

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION
STRIKE BY FRANCOPHONE JOURNALISTS

Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Honour-
able senators, I have a question for the Leader of the Govern-
ment in connection with the strike of journalists with the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. I am wondering whether
the Leader of the Government would consider favourably a
motion to refer to the Standing Senate Committee on Trans-
port and Communications an inquiry into the positions of both
sides in this issue with a view to having the committee study
the matter and determine if anything can be suggested to solve
this problem, which has been with us for quite some months
now.

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government): I
thank the Leader of the Opposition for his proposal. I would
appreciate an opportunity to discuss this with him or to
consider a memorandum he may wish to prepare on that
subject. Perhaps decisions can be made following that.

* (1415)

INDUSTRY

BUSINESS AND LABOUR TASK FORCE ON INDUSTRIAL
STRATEGY

Hon. Guy Charbonneau: Honourable senators, I have a
question for the Leader of the Government. We hear from
various sources that the government has started to prepare an
industrial strategy for the country. As the minister knows, an
80-member task force of business and labour leaders has also
been studying an industrial strategy, which I presume has
come to the minister's attention. One member of that task
force has already stated that the prevailing attitude within this
task force is that if the government does not implement its
basic recommendations there will no longer be a bilateral
project to advise the government on industrial policy. Would
the minister care to advise us as to whether the government
has officially reacted to this attitude?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I have no information on that specific
point, but since this government assumed its responsibilities a
few months ago it has entered into a widespread process of
consultation with business and other sectors of society. The
question will be taken as notice.

THE CONSTITUTION

MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN-
PENDING JUDGMENT OF SUPREME COURT OF CANADA-

ALLEGED STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF JUSTICE

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, on Tuesday last, a question was asked by
Senator Asselin regarding a statement attributed to the Hon-
ourable the Minister of Justice. Inquiries in this connection
went forward.
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The reply received from the Minister of Justice is to the
effect that he was saying that, if we cannot reach agreement
with the provinces, it will be the Supreme Court which will
have to decide where the law lies. Reference to the Supreme
Court of the question of offshore resources would be an
example.

The office of the minister has provided a comment, also, to
the effect that we have a Constitution, which is the prime law
of the land. For the Minister of Justice to say that this act
must be respected and judged by the Supreme Court of
Canada does not constitute any threat. It is a correct interpre-
tation of the legal situation.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

CANADA-FRANCE RELATIONS-ALLEGED STATEMENT BY
MINISTER OF JUSTICE

Hon. Martial Asselin: What about the minister's comment
regarding relations between Canada and France? I did ask a
question regarding the statement he made in connection with
the new French government.

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, a question went forward on that point as
well. I understand that no formal text was involved in the
statement made on that subject. An effort is being continued
to determine, if possible, the exact words which were used on
that occasion. It is my hope that an answer can be provided.

Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): You can
always ask the minister to tell you what he said.

Senator Perrault: I want to emphasize that the question has
been put to the minister, and he may be at the moment-

Hon. Richard A. Donahoe: Dreaming up an answer!

Senator Perrault: -preparing a reply.
9 (1420)

AIR CANADA
FLIGHT ATTENDANTS-APPLICATIONS FOR POSITIONS-

QUALIFICATIONS-QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

Hon. Jack Marshall: Honourable senators, I wish to raise a
question of privilege in connection with a reply I received to a
question on the order paper. I had asked how many applica-

tions were received by Air Canada for positions as stewards,
male and female, by province, in 1980. The reply stated that
no record was kept of applications received on a provincial
basis. That is very far from the truth. I put the same question
on the order paper in 1977, and in 1978 I received a reply
together with a complete breakdown, by province, of the
number of applications received. Perhaps the Leader of the
Government would tell Air Canada that the company is not as
smart as it thinks it is. The company should show some
responsibility and give the information requested.

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, there is always the possibility, of course,
that a procedure followed in 1981 may not be identical to that
followed in 1977. However, the apparent discrepancy in the
willingness of Air Canada to provide certain information in
1977 and their response to a recent request will be brought to
the attention of the Minister of Transport. I hope that we can
provide the honourable senator with a reply.

TRANSPORT

VANCOUVER-BOUNDARY BAY AIRPORT-RE-OPENING FOR
LIGHT AIRCRAFT

Hon. Jack Austin: Honourable senators, I have a question
for the government leader with respect to the International
Airport at Vancouver. Can the government leader advise us
when small aircraft, which comprise about 70 per cent of the
landings at Vancouver International Airport, will be required
to be moved to the Boundary Bay Airport? Will that plan be
executed in the next short while, or is the decision still
pending?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, it is the intention of the government to
re-open Boundary Bay Airport exclusively for light aircraft
and helicopters, as approved. Conversations have been held in
recent weeks concerning a number of matters, including, I
understand, an established target date for the commencement
of operations. I do not believe a precise date has yet been
established, but that inquiry will go forward.

The Senate adjourned until Tuesday, June 9, 1981, at 8 p.m.
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