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;O HON• .JEAN1 CHRETIEN~. MINISTER OF JJST.ICE: 

LAST NIGHT YOU ANOUNCED TO THE HOUSE THAT YOU HAD STRUCK AN AGREE
MENT WI TH TH.E PROVI,NCES TO REINSTATE SECTION 3~ WI~H THE ADDED 
WORD : EXISTING: ., TO APPEAR IN THE T_EXT • (_ . • 

~ 
WE ON~;S TAND TH AT YOU BEL. I EVE THA~ THE -ADD IT I ON OF TH IS WORD 
DOES NOT CHANGE THE INTENT AND MEANING OF THE TEXT OF SECTION 34 
WHICH WAS BEFORE THE- HOUSE AND APPROVED tJN.ANI MOU SLY EARL I ER_ THIS 
YEAR. .• . 

• • • I f • 

WE, ·HOVEVER, HAVE A .€;0NCERN THAT ·THE ADDIT?f ON OF THIS 'WORD TO. THE· 
TEXT MAY, IN FACT, BE. A LIMITING FACTOR WITH REGARD·TO CONSTI~
UTIONAL RECOGNITION: OF RIGHTS CU,RRENTLY UNDER NEGOTIATION THROUGH 
THE CLAI.MS PR.OCESS. • •wg· MAY VERY WELL REQUIRE FURTHER CLARIFICATION 
OR ELABORATION TO TAKE.·THIS IMPORTANT .ASPECT OF OUR RIGHTS. INTO 

ROPER CONSIDERATION IN'THE CONSTITUTION. • • 
I . , 

i
wg WISH _TO ACKNOWLED~E ·THAT, 1SOME' PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE TOWARDS 
THE RESOLUTION -OF OBTAINING THE ·RECOGNITION AND AFFIRMATION OF 
ABORIGIN~L AND TREATY R'I.GHTS 'OF THE INDIAN# INUIT. AND METIS 
PEOPLES Of CANADA•. - • • ~.. • • • , • 

. • - ~ 

WE. APPRECIATE YOU.R EFFORTS TO DATE ro RESOLVE THIS MOST PRESSING 
ISSUE. WE DID CALL. YOUR OFF-ICE THIS- MORNING TO REQUEST A MEETING 
WI TH YOU• WE ·woULD APREC I ATE. YOUR ADV I c·E AS TO THE EARL I EST 
POSSIBLE QPPORTUN.ITY FOR A MEETING TODAY. • 

\ 
ON BEHALF OF THE ABORIGINAL RIGHTS COALITIONt 
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