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APPENDIX 11 

LETTER FROM'PREMIER'LÉVESQUE TO 
PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU 

November 25, 1981 

Dear Prime Minister: 

On behalf of the Government of Quebec, I am officially forwarding to you the 
Order by which Quebec formally exercises its right of veto of the resolution con-
cerning patriation and amendment of the Canadian Constitution, as tabled in 
the House of Commons by the Minister of Justice on November 18, 1981. 

I wish to point out in this connection that the Government of Quebec has 
always maintained that the assent of Quebec was constitutionally required to 
any agreement that would allow patriation of the Constitution and establish-
ment of the amending formula for the future. 

The discussions that resulted in the interprovincial Accord of April 16, 1981 
related solely to the method of amending the Constitution after patriation. Since 
that Accord is now null and void, Quebec is no longer bound by it and we have 
returned to the previous situation. There has therefore never been any ques-
tion of affecting the right of veto that Quebec has always possessed and still 
possesses concerning patriation and the amending formula as such 

With respect to Quebec's right of veto over the distribution of jurisdictions 
referred to in the interprovincial Accord dated April 16, 1981, we have always 
said that only a right to opt out together with full and obligatory compensa-
tion could be an acceptable substitute. Since this quid pro quo has been denied, 
we retain our traditional right of veto unchanged. 

Accordingly, I would ask that you take the same action as you took in 1971 
when Quebec objected to the Victoria agreement, and suspend your project until 
an agreement exists not only with the Anglophone provinces but also with 
Quebec. I would also ask you to table the text of this letter and attachment 
in the House of Commons and the Senate, so that Canadian parliamentarians 
are formally advised of the official position of Quebec. For my part, I intend 
to table a copy in the National Assembly of Quebec. 

On the substance of the issue, I repeat that Quebec is prepared to sign any 
agreement that meets the minimum conditions set forth in the motion I tabled 
in the National Assembly on November 17, 1981, of which you have already 
received a copy Those are reasonable conditions representing for Quebec the 
essential minimum it requires in order to protect its distinctiveness and its 
historic rights. 

Yours truly, 

[Signed René Lévesque] 

René Lévesque 

End. 
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Appendix 11 

ORDER 
GOVERNMENT OF QUEBEC 

NUMBER 3215-81 

CONCERNING a reference to the Court of Appeal 

0000000 

November 25, 1981 

WHEREAS the Minister of Justice of Canada, on behalf of the Government of 
Canada, has laid before the Senate and the House of Commons of Canada a 
Proposed Resolution regarding the Constitution of Canada; 

WHEREAS this Proposed Resolution requests the introduction in the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom of a bill entitled the Canada Act which, if adopt,ed by 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom, will most notably have the effect of enact-
ing for Canada the Constitution Act, 1981; 

WHEREAS the proposed legislation has the effect of making significant changes 
in the status and role of Quebec within the Canadian federal syst,em; 

WHEREAS Quebec forms a distinct society within the Canadian federation; 

WHEREAS the Supreme Court of Canada stated on September 28, 1981 that 
the consent of the provinces is constitutionally necessary for the adoption of 
this proposal; 

WHEREAS Quebec has not agreed and has objected to the proposed changes; 

WHEREAS no change of a similar significance t,o that proposed in this Proposed 
R,esolution has to date been made without the consent and over the objection 
of Quebec; 

WHER,EAS it is expedient t,o submit to the Court of Appeal for hearing and 
consideration, piusuant to the Court of Appeal Reference Act, the question here-
in below set out; 

ACCORDINGLY, it is ordered, upon the proposal of the Minister ofJustice, that 
the following question be submitted to the Court of Appeal for hearing and con-
sideration: 

Is the consent of the Province of Quebec constitutionally required, by conven-
tion, for the adoption by the Senate and the House of Commons of Canada of 
a resolution the purpose of which is to cause the Canadian Constitution to be 
amended in such a manner as to affect: 

i) the legislative competence of the Legislature of the Province of Quebec 
in virtue of the Canadian Constitution; 

ii) the status or role of the Legislature or Government of the Province of 
Quebec within the Canadian federation; 

and, does the objection of the Province of Quebec render the adoption of such 
resolution unconstitutional in the conventional sense? 

[Signed Louis Bernard] 

Louis Bernard 
Clerk of the Executive Council 
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