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QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]
THE CONSTITUTION

AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND NINE
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS

Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Honour-
able senators, we have heard ail day that the text of the
resolution implementing the agreement concluded on Novem-
ber 5 of this year between the federal government and nine of
the ten provinces is to be tabled by the government in the other
place.

Am I to understand that the document is not ready, since
the Leader of the Government has not tabled it and apparently
it has not been tabled in the other place either?

[English]
Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):

Honourable senators, I have to report that the text is yet to be
brought to its ultimate state of perfection. It is expected that
tomorrow it may be possible to present that motion in the
other place, and, of course, similar action would be taken as
quickly as possible in this chamber.

Senator Flynn: i suggest that if it has to be brought here in
a state of perfection, then we will not get it tomorrow, nor for
some time.

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Perfection usually takes a day or two.

Senator Perrault: It takes Liberals only a day or two.

Senator Flynn: Probably the concept of perfection is not the
same on the government side as on this side. I should like to
know if one of the causes of the delay in reaching perfection is
the intention of the government to study the exact proposals
put forward today by the Quebec government and tabled in the
National Assembly.

Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, every effort is being
made to accommodate a number of alleged problems which
have been brought to the attention of the government concern-
ing the constitutional proposais. Some work is being done in
that and other directions, and hopefully some action can be
initiated in Parliament tomorrow afternoon.

Senator Flynn: When the government leader refers to mat-
ters other than Quebec's objections, is he referring to the
status of women and the question of aboriginal rights?

Senator Perrault: I can say that many Canadians of all
parties would like to see enshrined, in any constitutional
package, the rights of women.

Hon. Martial Asselin: What about you?

Senator Perrault: I am glad to say that efforts arc being
made in that direction. Senator Austin reported quite fully on
the government's intentions with respect to native and aborigi-
nal rights and the effort to achieve some sort of consensus with
respect to that important matter.

Senator Flynn: Are we to understand that it is the responsi-
bility of Senator Austin-the minister in charge of so many
things that I cannot enumerate them at this time-to draft an
amendment to the resolution respecting aboriginal rights?

Hon. Jack Austin (Minister of State): That is not my
responsibility, honourable senators, but I hope I have a voice in
the matter.

Senator Flynn: I am quite sure the minister's statement will
be welcomed by the Indian people.

THE BUDGET
INCOME TAX ACT-RENTAL ACCOMMODATION-

NON-DEDUCTIBILITY OF SOFT COSTS

Hon. R. James Balfour: Honourable senators, I wish to
address a question to the Minister of State for Economic
Development. Would the minister enlighten the Senate-and
through the Senate, the country-regarding the change of
direction, which I understand was announced this afternoon in
the other place, with respect to the budget proposai concerning
the non-deductibility of soft costs for rental accommodation?

An Hon. Senator: He's never heard of it!
* (2010)

Hon. H. A. Olson (Minister of State for Economic Develop-
ment): Honourable senators may not understand this, except
some of those who have been in the cabinet from time to time,
but i was in a committee meeting from 3.30 to 7 o'clock this
evening, and I will have to take notice of that question and
bring the details later. Perhaps if such an announcement was
made this afternoon, we can get the details before Question
Period ends; but, in the event that I cannot get them that
quickly, I will bring them tomorrow.

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, by way of providing additional informa-
tion, an adjustment has been made with respect to the effective
date.

Hon. Loweil Murray: Flip flop!
Senator Perrault: The government has demonstrated con-

sistently its capacity to change, alter and amend, in the public
interest, where that public interest is clearly identified, and we
make no excuses for that.

Senator Murray: Honourable senators, may i ask a question
of either the Leader of the Government in the Senate, or the
Minister of State for Economic Development, who, of course,
was at a committee meeting all afternoon, and therefore seeks
to absolve himscif of cabinet solidarity.

Oh, I see he now has a telegram from the Minister of
Finance.

Senator Olson: Yes, i will read it to you now.
Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Weil donc!
Senator Olson: This is the text of the statement by the

Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister dated today.
It is as follows

Hon. Martial Asselin: May we have a copy?
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embassy staff may take pride in having participated in the
action which reflected so well on them all.

• GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS

URBAN TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION SYSTEM

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, on November 3, Senator Murray asked
about the status of the federal commitment to the advanced
light rapid transit project in Vancouver.

Earlier this year, British Columbia's Urban Transit Author-
ity signed a contract with Ontario's Urban Transportation
Development Corporation, for the purchase of the advanced
light rapid transit (ALRT) technology for use in Vancouver.
In April, the federal government committed $60 million in
1981-82 dollars to Vancouver's ALRT project, subject to the
negotiation of satisfactory terms and conditions regarding
federal participation in the project. Negotiations with the
Urban Transit Authority are continuing. This federal commit-
ment would be funded by a draw against the envelope of the
Cabinet Economic Development Committee.

THE CONSTITUTION

AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND NINE
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, a question was asked by Senator Hai-
dasz on November 9, 1981, as to whether section 27 of the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms will be subject to the "not-
withstanding" clause agreed to by the federal government and
nine provincial governments.

Honourable senators, I can confirm that section 27, which
protects Canada's multicultural heritage, will not be subject to
the "notwithstanding" clause.

A question was asked by Senator Flynn on November 9,
1981, as to whether Premier Lévesque has been sent a working
draft of the new constitutional resolution.

Honourable senators, I can confirm that the Government of
Quebec was indeed sent a copy of the working draft of the new
constitutional resolution.

On November 9, 1981, Senator Roblin asked a question
regarding the subject matter to be discussed in potential
meetings between the Government of Quebec and the federal
government.

Honourable senators, the Right Honourable the Prime Min-
ister outlined the points that he is prepared to discuss with the
Province of Quebec last Saturday, November 14, in Quebec
City. Those points fall within the three areas of reservation
that Mr. Lévesque raised at the first ministers' meeting.

Honourable senators, I have a delayed answer to a question
asked on November 9, 1981, by Senator Flynn, regarding
negotiations that took place the night of November 4, 1981.

All ten provinces took part in the First Ministers' Confer-
ence on November 4, 1981. That meeting was adjourned at 6

p.m. on that date until 9 a.m. on November 5, 1981. All
provinces participated in the formal sessions. What happened
between 6 p.m. on November 4 and 9 a.m. the next morning
was of an informal nature. There are, of course, no formal
records kept of whatever may have gone on during the night.
However, it is important to emphasize that all provinces and
the federal government were present at all official meetings.

PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I have a delayed answer to the question
asked by Senator Flynn on November 10, 1981, concerning the
national government's publicity campaign in Quebec.

The first stage of the constitutional publicity campaign in
Quebec is over.

Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Bravo!

Senator Perrault: However, for the information of honour-
able senators who may be concerned about this point, there
will be another stage at a date yet to be determined.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND NINE
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I have here a delayed answer to the
question asked by Senator Roblin on November 10, 1981,
concerning the implementation of minority language education
rights by the provinces.

Eight provinces-Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, Prince Edward Island, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta
and British Columbia-have agreed to implement minority
education rights. The implementation in these provinces is not
conditional.

In Manitoba, that item is subject to the approval of the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba before implementation.
There may be a new government in Manitoba this evening. It
is hard to tell. As honourable senators may be aware, the
Prime Minister has offered to negotiate a compromise that will
satisfy the Quebec government.

Honourable senators, I now come to an answer to the
question raised by Senator Roblin on November 10, 1981, as
to which provinces wanted fiscal compensation dropped from
the amending formula.

Nine provinces agreed to this provision being dropped, the
exception being Quebec. I am not at liberty to offer further
details of negotiations. However, it is obvious that seven
provinces altered the stance they had taken on April 16, 1981,
in respect to section 3 of the amending formula they agreed to
on that date.

There are one or two other questions which I shall answer
tomorrow.

Hon. Duff Roblin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, perhaps I could ask a supplementary ques-
tion in connection with that last statement. I really did not
want to know whether the provinces agreed to it, but whether
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they proposed it; and if they did not, who did propose it? Can
my honourable friend tell me who proposed the dropping of
the fiscal equivaient from the amending formula?

Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, the question will be
taken as notice.

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS
URBAN TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION SYSTEM

Hon. Duff Roblin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, I have a supplementary question with regard
to the Vancouver light rapid transit systern which my honour-
able friend told us was part of the economic package. What is
its relationship to the Western Development Fund? Is it
considered as a payment against the Western Development
Fund, or is it quite different?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, a further statement will be made at some
appropriate time in the near future with regard to that.

Hon. Lowell Murray: Honourable senators, did the minister
not indicate some months ago, when I was asking questions on
this very subject, that some of the federal moneys for this
project would come from the energy envelope?

Senator Perrault: I cannot recall my comments on that
occasion. I am sure they were accurate. I do not, however,
have at hand the precise text of those alleged earlier remarks.
a (2110)

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
IRAN-RECOGNITION OF ROLE OF CANADIAN EMBASSY STAFF

IN HOSTAGE-TAKING CRISIS

Hon. Jack Marshall: Honourable senators, i would like to
ask a further supplementary question with regard to the
special recognition which the Leader of the Government
indicated was given to those personnel who served in Tehran. I
would like to know what this special recognition entailed. Was
it a certificate? Was it an award? Was it a medal? Was it a
bonus? What recognition was given?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators are aware, of course, that at lcast four
Canadians who participated in that valiant exercise of protect-
ing those American refugees in the embassy of Tehran have
been inducted as members of the Order of Canada. Those
referred to in my reply have been given this special
recognition.

The others who played an important part have not, i under-
stand, been given any official recognition for doing so. i
presume that that is the recommendation being offered by
Senator Marshall.

Senator Marshall: The Leader of the Government has final-
ly come to the point I am trying to make, which is with regard
to those employees who have not as yet received recognition,
though they were still on a dangerous mission. i would like to
know how those people are going to be recognized as they
ought to be. Is it the intention of the Department of National

Defence or the Department of External Affairs to show recog-
nition to those people who are not as yet recognized and who
should be along with the others?

Senator Perrault: The Honourable Senator Marshall, with
his military background, understands that if this had been a
military exercise, perhaps a unit citation would have been
awarded to all of those who served at the Tehran embassy. The
action in Tehran was rather unprecedented. While no official
recognition has been given to all of those who participated in
that valiant Canadian exercise, thanks have certainly been
extended from the nation to all of those who served in the
embassy.

If the Honourable Senator Marshall has a suggestion as to
some more tangible form of recognition, the government will
listen with a great deal of interest to his proposals.

CANADA ELECTIONS ACT

BILL TO AMEND--SECOND READING-ORDER STANDS

On the Order:

Resuming the debate on the motion of the Honourable
Senator Austin, seconded by the Honourable Senator
Goldenberg, for the second reading of the Bill S-11,
intituled: "An Act to amend the Canada Elections
Act". (Honourable Senator Macquarrie).

Hon. Heath Macquarrie: Honourable senators, although i
stand second to nobody in this chamber or in this country with
regard to making available the electoral machinery of the
country so that we could have a change of government, I
nevertheless ask honourable senators that this item be allowed
to stand until December 17. I have had discussions with the
Honourable Senator Frith and with the mover of the motion,
the Honourable Senator Austin, who has been elevated from,
shall we say, a private member of this august body to a
ministerial member. I would be grateful if it would be accept-
able to stand this order to December 17, Deo volente, as we
say in the Presbyterian Church.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is it agreed, honourable senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.

Order stands.

REGULATIONS AND OTHER STATUTORY
INSTRUMENTS

SEVENTH REPORT OF STANDING JOINT COMMITTEE-MOTION
FOR ADOPTION-ORDER STANDS

On the Order:
Resuming the debate on the motion of the Honourable

Senator Godfrey, seconded by the Honourable Senator
Cameron, for the adoption of the Seventh Report of the
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