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opting out by a province or transfer of authority?
[English]
* (1040)

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I am not in a position to undertake that
kind of commitment.
Senator Flynn: When you say you are not in a position to
undertake that kind of commitment, do you mean that you will
not inquire or that you do not know? I am simply asking
whether there is any possibility that the government will
become more flexible and, seeing the danger that lies ahead,
change its position.
Senator Perrault: The honourable senator is aware, of
course, that these options have been known to the Right
Honourable the Prime Minister and the government for some
considerable period of time. The Leader of the Opposition is
not bringing us new tidings of some portent or of an innovative
nature. These possibilities have always been there and the
government has been quite aware of them.
Senator Flynn: When you speak of possibilities, is there any
possibility that the government will, today, accept either of the
amendments I have mentioned? Yesterday the Prime Minister
said "No" to the Leader of the Opposition in the other place
when he made his request, and that was despite the fact that
Mr. Chrétien had over the weekend mentioned that the matter
was still open to negotiation.
I am not speaking of concessions that would require the
agreement of Quebec on the whole matter, but of concessions
that would simply meet with the wishes of the majority of
Quebecers and the wishes of the large majority of the National
Assembly.
Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, as I stated earlier, I
cannot give a commitment that the government will support
such amendments. I will be in communication with Mr.
Chrétien later this day and with the office of the Right
Honourable the Prime Minister. But honourable senators are
aware, I think, that these requests have been received from the
Government of Quebec. They have been widely publicized.
They really do not constitute anything new. I am not in a
position to give any such commitment at the present time, and
the government does not contemplate supporting such amendments at this time.
Senator Flynn: Well, that is a little clearer now and it leads
me to ask what the Leader of the Government meant a few
minutes ago when he suggested he might inquire. Does the
leader agree to inquire? If he does inquire, will he inform the
Senate as soon as possible, because if any concession were to
be made with respect to the two areas I have mentioned it
could have a profound effect on the course of the debate in the
Senate. It would affect the views held by senators on all sides
of the house. If the Leader of the Government tells me that
there will be no deal, no concession at all, then we on this side
will act accordingly; but, if there is any hope, we might
reconsider the position we have taken and intend to take.
(Senator Flynn.]
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Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, as I stated earlier, I
can see no possibility at this time of acceptance, of the type of
amendments that have been requested by certain political
spokesmen for the Province of Quebec. However, the Prime
Minister has stated on many occasions that this is merely the
beginning of the constitutional reform process; that other
meetings will be held this year and there is the possibility of
change down the road.
* (1045)

The honourable senator is aware of the process which has
brought this measure to the Senate for debate. He is aware of
the support accorded the constitutional proposals by the leader
of his party in the other place, the national Leader of the
Progressive Conservative Party.
I can say that the government is always sympathetic to the
aspirations of people, wherever they live in this country or
whatever their province.
Senator Flynn: Except Quebec.
Senator Perrault: However, it is not feasible for the government to accept amendments of this kind at the present time.
When I stated that I would be in contact with the office of the
Minister of Justice and the office of the Right Honourable the
Prime Minister, of course, we have been in continuing communication with both of those offices with respect to the
speeches made by various senators, because the opinions of the
senators are held in high regard by both those offices.
Senator Flynn: Honourable senators, I can only interpret the
reply of the Leader of the Government to be "No".
Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government): I
would do so.
Hon. M. Lorne Bonnell: That is answering your own
question.
Senator Flynn: The Leader of the Government has never
learned how to give a straight answer.
Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, I regret very much
that on this rather historic day for the Senate and the nationSenator Flynn: A day of mourning for many.
Senator Perrault: -such bitter remarks should come from
the Leader of the Opposition.
Senator Flynn: Bitter?
Senator Perrault: We are all interested in the expanded
views of the honourable senator, which, I am sure, he will
outline in his speech this afternoon, and we will all be in our
places.
[Translation]
PRESENTATION OF AN ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEENPOSSIBILITY OF LEADER OF GOVERNMENT IN SENATE
ACCOMPANYING MINISTER OF JUSTICE TO UNITED KINGDOM

Hon. Martial Asselin: Honourable senators, considering
what the Leader of the Government has just said, namely, that
it is quite possible no amendments will be approved by the
government when a vote is taken later this afternoon; consider-

December 8, 1981
1981SENATE
Decembe8,
ing that, given the majority on the other side of this chamber,
the resolution wiIl be adopted by the Senate; considering that
it bas been heavily publicized that the document wiIl be
presented to the Queen by the Honourable Mr. Chrétien,
Minister of Justice, representing the government and the
House of Commons; and considering that there are stili two
chambers in Canada and that the Senate wilI have voted on
the resolution, wilI the Leader of the Government in the
Senate accompany Mr. Chrétien to present the document to
Her Majesty the Queen?
[English]
Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, the Senate bas yet to make its decision
on these proposaIs. It would be highly out of order to discuss
travel plans for anyone until the Senate bas spoken. Insofar as
the position of the government is concerned, 1 have heard
truncated news reports that it is expected that the majority of
the Senate may well support this constitutional proposai, but
the vote will be taken at 5 o'clock this afternoon and the
senators will decide for themselves at that time.
Senator Asselin: Don't tell me that you are not already
aware of the result.
Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): The
Leader of the Government says that it would be improper to
discuss travel plans. Is it proper to have a celebration at
Rideau Hall pre-arranged?
Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government): It is
a rhetorical question.
Senator Perrault: That, of course, is a rhetorical question.
Certainly, if the Senate supports these proposais this afternoon, 1 would think that it would be very appropriate to have
some sort of observance at Rideau Hall. 1 hope that the
Honourable Senator Flynn will be in the group that makes
that historic journey, and I shail do my best to find a place for
him.
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Senator Flynn: If you think that I will go to that place, you
are wrong.
COMMITTEE FOR ORIGINAL PEOPLES'
ENTITLEMENT
NEGOTIATION 0F NATIVE LAND CLAIMS

Hon. WilIie Adams: Honourable senators, 1 have a question
for the Minister of State. It has to do with Senator Steuart
who, 1 understand, bas been travelling in the north with the
Committee for Original Peoples' Entitiement and becoming
involved in the negotiation of land dlaims. Would the honourable senator inform me of the progress of those negotiations?
Hon. Jack Austin (Minister of State): Honourable senators,
I have not had the opportunity to be briefed by Senator
Steuart, so I cannot give an up-to-date report on the status of
the COPE discussions. I will seek that information as quickly
as 1 can, perhaps today, and speak with the honourable senator
after lunch.
Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Will the
minister inform us as to whether Senator Steuart will be here
for the vote, especially on the amendment moved by Senator
Walker?
Senator Austin: 1 am not aware of Senator Steuart's
whereabouts.

e(1050)
THE CONSTITUTION
MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEENDEBATE CONCLUDED

The Senate resumed from yesterday the debate on the
motion of Senator Perrault:

