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DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS
OP THE

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
OP

iVO V A-

i s o £> .

Thursday, February 9.

The House met at two o’clock, and were

•summoned by His Excellency the Lieutenant

Governor to the Legislative Council Chamber

•where he read the following

SPEECH:
Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the

Legislative Council

:

Mr. Speaker
,
and Gentlemen of the House of

Assembly

:

1. It has been my good fortune, in other portions
of the British Empire, to have been brought in con-
tact, and to have enjoyed much intercourse, with
3Iembers of their Legislatures. The recollections con-

» nected therewith, and the results of such mutual ac-

quaintance, induce me to look forward with pleasure
to the establishment here of siryilar agreeable rela-

tions between Her Majesty’s Representative in Nova
Scotia and the Members of this Legislature.

2. I rejoice that our first meeting takes place at a
moment so auspicious to the material prosperity of the
Province, that I am enabled to congratulate you at
once on the late bountiful harvest, and on the unpre-
cedented increase of your revenue, as well as the re-
markable development of your most important Ex-
ports and Imports.

3. This unusual degree of prosperity is the more
fortunate, occurring, as it does, at the time when you
are invited to consider one of the gravest questions

—

probably the gravest and most momentous question

—

ever submitted to the Legislature of this Province.
You are thus enabled to bring to its consideration a
greater amount of deliberate and calm reflection than
if harassed by any disturbing pressure of less fortun-
ate circumstances.

4. At the opening of last Session, the Officer then
administering the Government alluded to the identity
ot the interests of the British North American Mari-
time Provinces, and laid before you a proposal for
devising means of effecting their Union under one
Government. The consideration which you then gave
to the question led to a resolution requesting the
Officer administering the Government to appoint
Delegates, not exceeding five in number, to confer on
that subject with Delegates from New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island.

5. It became my duty, on receiving permission from
Her Majesty 's Government, to give effect to the Reso-
lution. Therefore, with a view to a full and fair dis-
cussion, I endeavored to bestow a national character
on the Delega tion by requesting the aid ofprominent
representatives of the two great leading parties in the
Province, I have directed the report presented to me

I

by those gentlemen to be laid before you; you wifi

thence learn their reasons for deferring the final con-
sideration of the subject, which you had submitted to

them, till another proposal, which had been made in

the interim, had been first disposed of, namely, that
of a general Union of British North America.

6. When invited, by the Governor General to send
Delegates to Quebec to discuss that wider question, I
considered it my duty to obtain previously the- con-
sent of Her Majesty’s Government. I then appointed,
on behalf of this Province, the same gentlemen who
had represented her interests in the first Conference.
Thd second Conference commenced its sittings fat
Quebec on the 10th October, and did not conclude
them till the 29th of that month.

7. The result of their labors, proposing a Union of
British North America, on certain conditions embod-
ied in seventy-two Resolutions, has already been made
public, and will now be officially communicated te
you with all the correspondence connected therewith.

8. The highest authority on such a subject, the
Colonial Minister of the Crown, has recorded hia
opinion of the labors of the Delegates, and has given
them credit for the warmest sentiments ot loyalty, as
also for conducting their deliberations with a patiehfc
sagacity, which enabled them to arrive at common
conclusions on the most involved and difficult ques-
tions.

9. 1 feel assured that, irrespective of any political
difference of opinion, such encomiums from such a
quarter, on British North American statesmen, muas
be deeply gratifying to that great body of Her Majes-
ty’s subjects, who are proud to identify themselves
with the welfare and reputation of these Provinces.

10. A copy of the Despatch of the Secretary of
State, containing those opinions, and conveying the
general approval by Her Majesty’s Government of *

the Quebec Resolutions as '• the best frame-work of a
measure to be, passed “ by the.Imperial Parliament,”
for the purposes therein more fully adverted to, was
received by me on the 22nd December, and by my
orders was published,the same day for general infor-
mation. You have, therefore, been for many weeks
in possession of the views of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and the country has for a still longer period
enjoyed the opportunity for discussing the expediency
of the project of Union.

11. It is not my province, and I have no mission
to do more than afford you the freest scope for conside-
ration of a proposal which seriously involves your own
prospects, and in reference to -which you should be
competent to interpret the wishes and determine the
true interests of the country. I feel assured, however,
that whatever be the result of your deliberations, you
will deprecate attempts to treat in a narrow spirit, or
otherwise than with dispassionate care and prudence,
a question so broad, that in reality it covers thegrolmd
of all parties and precludes it from becoming the
measure of merely one' Government or one party.
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12. 1 need only observe further, without in the
least intending thereby to influence your ultimate de-

ermination, that it is obviously convenient, if not
essential, for the Legislatures of all the Provinces
concerned to observe uniformity in the mode of as-

certaining their respective decisions on a question
common to all. I have, therefore, desired to be laid

before you some correspondence between the Gover-
nor General and myself on that point.

13. Scarcely less important or urgent is the ques-
tion of internal defence. Much progress was made
last year in the general enrolment of the Militia force

of the colony, which numbered upwards of 56,000

men; of whom nearly 42,000 turned out for inspection
and drill. When the heavy, direct tax, paid by those
men and also by the Volunteers, both in time and
labor, is considered, we must all feel that the country
owes them a special debt of gratitude.

•14. Nevertheless, though they have exhibited much
^military aptitude, no adequate means have yet been
taken to render effective the excellent material of that
large force. Without arms, accoutrements, uniforms,
or any advantage except a few hours drill in each
year, a succession of years similarly employed would
teach them little more. A step in advance is neces-
sary to fit them for the mo6t ordinary service in the

field. This Province can no longer expect to contri-

bute for its defence only a fortieth part of the annual
disbursements of Her Majesty’s Commissariat chest

at Halifax. Nor do I for a moment suppose you can
either expect or wish the ample freedom which you
enjoy here, to be always exempt from those honor-
able obligations which its preservation entails else-

where

15.

I have therefore directed Estimates to be pre-

S
ared for placing the Militia in a more efficient state,

hd feel confident that whatever maybe the necessary
cost, you will regard the defence of the Country not
as a burthen, but a privilege and a sacred duty to be
cheerfully performed.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen cf the House (/ As-
sembly :

16.

The Public Accounts will also be submitted for

your inspection, and the General Estimates be pre-

pared with every attention to economy which the

exigencies of the Public Service permit.

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen oj the Le-
gislative Council:

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House qf Assem-
bly:

17.

You will, I am satisfied, have heard with regret

that proceedings are in progress to terminate the Ke-
ciprocity Treaty, which has conferred such extensive

benefits on the trade both of this Province and the

neighboring States, whilst it has also essentially pro-

moted the most friendly relations between the two
countries. I have directed the correspondence on
that subject to be laid before you,

18.

Strongly impressed with the advantage of

making the great natural resources of this Colony
better understood in the principal commercial centres

of Europe, I have,promised a limited amount of aid

. to a committee ot gentlemen who are now employed
in'securing a due representation of this Province at

the International Exhibition to be held in Dublin
during the present year. I anticipate your hearty co-

operation in promoting such.a national object, when
the papers upon this subject shall have been brought
under your consideration.

19.

Some modification- of the law passed last Ses-

sion for the better encouragement of Education will

be laid before you, and no doubt you will gladly en-

deavor to render more available and better.adapted
to the wants of the country, certain provisions of a

measure which so materially concerns the education

of the great body of the.people. I count on that im-

portant subject receiving the most enlightened con-

sideration at your hands.

20.

In accordance with the Act passed last Session

P
roviding for the extension of the Railway to Pictou,

aat work was put under contract, and will be com-
pleted with all possible dispatch.

21.

Proposals for the construction of Railways to

the border ofNew Brunswick and to Annapolis, will

also require your consideration.

22. The grant of last Session on account of Saint
Peter’s Canal has been expended, and a full Report
on that work will be laid before you aLan eaily day.

23. 1 regret to be obliged to inform you that the
crowded state of the Hospital for the Insane has
made it impossible to

.
provide adequate accommoda-

tion for the care of those who unfortunately need an
asylum of that description. I trust the appeal thus
made to the sympathy of the Legislature will lead t©
the extension of an Institution so indispensable.

24. You will be gratified to learn that the traffic on
the Provincial ltaiiways-eontinues to exhibit a mark-
ed and steady improvement over any previous year,
and that the increasing sale of the Crown Lands, and
extended working of the Coal and Gold Mines, ail

evidence a high degree of prosperity.
25. These fortunate circumstances, enhanced as

they are by the continuance of peace, will no doubt
facilitate your discharge of those public duties for
which I have called you together, and must awaken
in us all a grateful recognition of the indulgent bounty
of that Providence, which has bestowed so many bles-
sings on this Province.

26. I now declare this Session opened.

Having returned to the Assembly Room,
the Speaker read the Speech to the House.
Hon. Pitov. Sec. laid on the table the elec-

tion writs for the Counties of Annapolis and
Fietou.
Mr. Ray and Hon. James McDonald were

then presented and sworn in, in the presence
of Hon. M. B. Almon, Hon. J. H. Anderson,
and Hon. A. Keith, acting as Commissioners.
Dr. Hamilton laid on the table, pro forma,

a hill for the better protection of the estates
and rights of married women.

ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS.

Mr. Kaulback, in moving the answer to
the address, said : The very great pleasure it

gives me in moving the answer to the speech,
with which His Excellency opened this Ses-
sion, is greatly enhanced by the opening re-

marks of His Fxcellency in which he informed
us of the unprecedented increase of our Reve-
nue as well as the remarkable development
of our most important Exports and Imports.

It affords me great pleasure to -congratulate
the Government and the Country on having a
large Revenue, which tends so much to main-
tain the confidence and strengthen the ties be-
tween Government and Country.
We, the Representatives of the people, must

feel this state of things highly encouraging
to us as well as the Government, and a hap-
py relief from the perplexities which attend an
empty chest.
This unusual degree of prosperity is the more

fortunate because it occurs at a time, as His
Excellency has been pleased to remark, when
we are invited to consider the greatest ques-
tion ever submitted to this Legislature, the
TJnion of British North America.
This question lias engaged the attention of

the leading public men for more than half a
century, not only in those Colonies, hut in
England

;
and the subject years ago, and on

several occasions was brought to the conside-
ration of the Legislature by our leading pub-
lic men of all jiarties. We are now invited by
His Excellency to the serious consideration of
this question embodied in seventy-two resolu-
tions

;
the framers of which have received the

highest praise in England from the Colonial
Minister of the Crown, for the.ability display-
ed, and for the warm sentiments of loyalty
and attachment felt for the mother coun-
try. We must all, I think, highly approve of
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the manner in which His Excellency has
brought this great matter before us. We have
the freest scope given us for the consideration
of this question, and it is to be earnestly hoped
that His Excellency will realize the assurance
which he expresses. He feels “ That we will
*' not treat in a narrow spirit a question so
“ broad, that in reality it covers the ground of

“ all parties and all interests so completely, as
“ to preclude it from being made the measure
“ of one Government or of one party.”

The next subject which is referred to in

the speech, is that of internal defence. It will

be gratifying to the country to hear that His
Excellency appreciates the prompt manner in

which nearly fifty thousand of our people
turned out for inspection and drill. We must
all believe it is necessary we should aid in

making them more efficient. Arms and accou-
trements are necessary, and it is to ' be hoped
will be amply supplied for the protection of our
homes and country.

It is to be regretted that the neighbouring
States have taken steps to abrogate the Reci-
procity Treaty which has conferred so many
privileges, and been profitable alike to all. It

is to be hoped that some meaus maybe devised
to prevent the annulling of the Treaty. Yet,
should the Treaty terminate, it will behove
the Government and ourselves to guard and
protect well those most important branches of
the products and resources of our country,
which were so summarily disposed of by that
Treaty regulation. Our Fisheries, in particu-
lar, which tend so much to the prosperity of
our Province.
We must feel it a matter of no ordinary im-

portance that the natural resources of this
Province should be better understood abroad.
No better and more economical way of effect-

ing this at present appears to me than that
brought to our notice in the speech of His Ex-
cellency, by being properly represented at
the Intercolonial Exhibition to be held in Dub-
lin this year. We all as Nova Scotians must
feel some pride at the notice taken of our pro-
ductions at the Great Exhibition in London.
The co-operation expected from us towards
advancing this great undertaking, will, no
doubt, be cheerfully given.
Every member, no doubt, has been impress-

ed with the conviction gained from the short
operation of the school bill, that some modifi-
cation is required to render it more available
and better adapted to the wants and wishes
of the people. All surely will give their best
aid to a subject so important to the interests
and well being of the great body of the people.
Scarcely any appeal is necessary to our

sympathy for those who unfortunately need
the care of the Asylum. More room unfortu-
nately is required for the safety and comfort
of the patients.
He (Mr. K.) thought he could do nothing

better in moving the answer to the address,
than to give them a comparative statement of
the increase of the Revenue during the last
yea-. They and the country were pleased that,
at the last Session of this House, they had
a very large Revenue to meet the requirements
of our people

;
and Very large grants were

given to the roads of the country, and other
public works. The Government have met all
the demands upon the Treasury for the year
just ended, and leave a balance in Treasury to
go for the benefit of the country of $225,150.

Increase of Revenue of 1864 over 1863 :

Comparative Statement.

Railway: Increase of passengers 13,301
Increase in value $19,122
Exports 526,328
Imports 2,403,251

Excise, Customs, and Light Duty 145,778

Increase for Crown Lands 19,000
Gold 6,020 oz. = 106,000

Coal large increase.

Balance in Treasury at end- of Finan-
cial year $225,150

I feel very gratified indeed, Mr. Speaker, to
be able to give this statement of our prosperity
to the House and the country

;
showing, as I

think it does, an unprecedented state of pros-
perity in every source of Provincial Income.
For all these and many other blessings, we
should recognize the Giver of all good- I shall
now read the following

ADDRESS-
May it please Your Excellency ,

—

We, the Representatives of the people of
Nova Scotia, thank your Excellency for the
Speech with which you have been pleased to
open this Session.
We beg to congratulate your Excellency

upon your assumption of the Government of
this Province, and we have no doubt that the
most agreeable relations will be established
between your Excellency and the Members of
the Legislature.
The bountiful harvest we have enjoyed, and

the increase of the trade and revenues of the
country, are, indeed, auspicious, placing Us in
the best possible position to deal with the
great questions submitted for our deliberation.
The Report from the Delegates, appointed to

confer upon the Union of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, and the Resolutions of the Conference
held at Quebec, proposing a Union of the dif-
ferent Provinces of British North America*
together with 'the correspondence upon that
subject, will obtain at out hands the deliber-
ate and attentive consideration demanded by
a question of stich magnitude and importance,
and fraught with consequences so momentous,
to us and our posterity.
The question of Internal Defence will not

?
n£a£e olu

:
serious attention, and we

e ^PPy t° afford your Excellency every
aidJ.P our Power in placing that branch of the
public service in a still more effective condi-
tion.

lhe ± ublic Accounts, when laid before us
will receive our careful inspection, and we will
be glad to find in the estimates the evidence of
suen economy as is consistent with the exi-
gencies of the public service.
The abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty

would, in our opinion, operate most unfavor-aby^po
?T *he trade between this Provinceand the United States, and certainly woul#

not improve the friendly relations which havebeen so largely promoted by its operation.We will be glad to receive the correspondence
upon this subject.

PaPe
i'
s concerning the International

Exhibition, to be held at Dublin, will receive
the attention due to the proper representation
of the products of this Province.

to dey°te OUr most earnest
efforts to aid in maturing any improvements
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which' may he suggested in the Act for the bet-
ter encouragement of Education—a subject so
deeply interesting and important to the whole
country.

It is gratifying to know that the Extension
of the Railway to Pictou has been placed un-
der contract, and will be carried on with des-
patch.
We will give due consideration to any pro-

posals for the construction of the Lines pro-
vided for in the resolution which passed both
B andies of the Legislature last Session.
The Report upon St. Peter’s Canal will ob-

tain our careful examination.
Fully impressed with the obvious necessity

of making adequate provision for the unfor-
tunate Insane, we will be prepared to discharge
that duty in an efficient manner.
We are gratified to learn that all the vari-

ous sources of Provincial Income evidence
such a high degree of prosperity

;
and for these

mercies, together with the blessings of continu-
ed peace, we desire to return our grateful
thanks to the Bountiful Giver of all good.

In viewing this address, Mr. Speaker, I feel

assured that it will meet the support of every
member in this House. I cannot see. that it

will, in the slightest manner, compromise my
.views or action on any question. We are com-
mitted to nothing but the provision for the ex-
tension of the Hospital, the Militia service and
to the International Exhibition in Dublin.
On the great question of the Union, you will

all admit, that less could not have been said,

and more might have been unwise. It is

the intention of the Government to leave the
subject as open as possible, and to the free

action of any member of Government and
members generally.
Mr. Whitman seconded the answer.
The Address was allowed to lie on the table.

The House adjourned until three o’clock the
next day.

Friday, 10th Feb.

ANSWER TO THE A ^WRESS.
The House met at three <~Yloc

The Answer to the Af dress was taken up,
and read clause by cRuse.
Mr. Locke said, in reference to the clause

touching upon the Union of the Colonies, that
it did not commit any one on the question.
Every one was, of course, left perfectly free to

deal with it as his judgment should, dictate,

when all the papers connected with it were
before the House. He thought it necessary to

eay this in order that the country might under-
stand the position of gentlemen.
Mr. Archibald (who was only heard with

the greatest difficulty) said that the proper
time, of course, for discussing the question
referred to, would be when all the papers
were before the House. All the House was
asked to do at present was to promise that
every question should receive their deliberate

! consideration when it came in due form before
them. In looking over the Speech, he found
that the only measure promised was one con-
nected with Edugation. He would take this

opportunity of calling attention to the fact

that, he had last session foretold some of the
difficulties that would probably arise from
Some features of the bill, to which he objected
at the time. He bad particularly urged ti e
ax>pointment of a Council of Public Instruction

which was not composed of the members of the
Executive Council. He had also said that, at
all events, if the Government were not willing
•to go as far as he wished, they should place at
the head of the Council of Public Instruction
the Lieutenant Governor, as his presence
would give to the country the guarantee that
mere party considerations would not always
prevail. He now begged the Government to
consider carefully in any amendments to the
hill they might introduce, the propriety of
avoiding even the semblance of suspicion that
party influences prevailed in Educational mat-
ters. He congratulated the counti'y on the
encouraging statements made in the speech,

—

that our revenue was very large, and all our
branches of industry prosperous to an unpar-
alleled extent. Every gentleman, whatever
his political prejudices, would learn this fact
with the deepest satisfaction.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that he per-

fectly concurred with those gentlemen who
had spoken of this Answer to the Address as
being entirely non-committal in its character.
Notwithstanding he held very strong opinions
on the subject of the Union of the Colonies, he-
felt that he had no difficulty whatever in giv-
ing his concurrence to the Answer. He em-
phatically stated that he wished it to be at
once understood that he did not endorse the
action of the Government in sending a delega-
tion to Quebec. The house had' put upon its

journals last session a resolution authoxizing
the Government to appoint delegates in refer-

ence to a Union of the Maritime Provinces.
Authority, however, had been granted from
some quarter to those delegates to go beyond
the miss'on entrusted to them by the Legisla-
ture. Therefore, although he concurred in the
answer to the address, he wished to guard him-
self from having it supposed that he at all en-
dorsed the act of the Government in sending
a delegation to Quebec.

The answer to the address then passed nem
cm.
The Provincial Secretary stated that

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor would
he ready to receive the answer on Monday
next at half-past one. It was therefore agreed
that the whole house should present the an-
swer at that hour.

REVISING COMMITTEE.
On motion of the Hon. Prov. Secy., the fol-

lowing Committee was appointed to select

Standing Committees of the House:

—

Hon. Prov. (Secretary, Mr. Blanchard, Hon.
Attorney General, Mr. Locke, Mr. Killain, Mr.
Archibald, and Mr. Tobin,
s Mr. Boitrinot would suggest to the Revi-
ling Committee that they should place upon
rlie Committee gentlemen who would fairly

tepreserit all sections of the Province. Hifher-
o that rule had not been observed with that
strictness which was absolutely requisite in or-

der to- perform the business of the country as
it should be. He had had occasion in pre-

vious sessions to suggest changes in this par-
ticular, and ho hoped that the gentleman who
represented Cape Breton on the Committee
would take cave that justice was done to that
section in which he ought to be especially in-

% ^rested.
Mr. Blanchard said that hitherto the great

difficulty had been to find gentlemen, willing

to serve on the committees after they had been



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 5

named, and that he had generallytried to take
care of that part of the county from which he
came.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the committee

were always happy to receive any suggestions
from gentlemen as to the formation of the re-

spective committees. The action of the com-
mittee, it would be remembered, was not final,

and every gentleman would have an opportu-
nity of recommending alterations that he
might think advisable.
Mr. Archibald said that there had always

been a desire on the part of the Revising Com-
mittee to report the names of gentlemen in re-

ference to their knowledge and experience of
the several matters entrusted to the committees.
The Committee was ordered to meet at 2

o’clock to-morrow.
The House adjourned until one o’clock on

Monday next.

Monday, Feb. 13,1865.

The House met at 1 o’clock, and shortly
afterwards proceeded to Government House
to present the answer to the address.
Hon. Speaker stated that the house h;.d

waited upon His Excellency with the answer
to the Address, who had been pleased to reply
as follows:

—

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of As-
sembly :

“ I thank you for the Address just presented,
and recognize with much satisfaction the ear-
nest spirit which pervades it, and the determi-
nation which you evince to bestow your serious
attention on the important labors of the ses-
sion. I look forward hopefully to the result
of these labors, and beg of you to rely on my
willingness, at all times, to assist you in the
discharge of your important duties.”
The Hon. Provincial Secretary, from

the Revising Committee, reported a list of
Standing Committees, which he read to the
House.
At the suggestion of Mr. Bourinot the list

was laid upon the table until the next day, in
order that members might have an opportuni-
ty of examining it, and suggesting any alter-
ations that might be necessary.
Hon. Provincial Secretary, by com-

mand, laid on the table copies of cori’espon-
dence relative to the appointment of His Ex-
cellency Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell as
Lieut. Governor of Nova Scotia.
Also, copies of correspondence relating to

the retirement df the late Hon. W. A. Black
from the Legislative Council.
Also, copy of a despatch calling attention to

the mode of appointment of Legislative Coun-
cillors.

Tuesday, 14th Feb.
The House met at three o’clock.

REVISED STATUTES.
Mr. Caldwell, seeing the members of the

Government in their places, was desirous to
learn what progress had been made during the
recess in the publication of the Revised Stat-
utes. He himself had several applications from
his constituents enquiring the cause, of their
backwardness, and complaining of their want
over the country.
Mr. Blanchard replied that the publica-

tion bad been delayed by the preparation of

the Index; but this was now completed, and
the Statutes would be ready to be handed to

the Government in all probability by Saturday
next.

STANDING COMMITTEES.
Hon. Prov. Secy, moved the adoption of the

list of Committees reported upon the previous
day. He stated that some slight alterations had
been made since the list had been first reported
up.
The following is the list as it stands amend-

ed:—
Committee of Privileges.—Hon. Attorney Ge-

neral, Messrs. Archibald, S. McDonnell, S.

Campbell, Locke, Pryor, and Hon. Mr. MoFar-
lane.
Public Accounts.—Messrs. Jost, G. S. Brown,

Whitman, McLellan, Smyth.
Education.—Hon. Prov. Sec’y,Mr. Archibald,

Hou. Mr. Shannon, S. Campbell, Dr. Brown
Mr. Bourinot, Mr. Tobin.
Agriculture.—Hon. Mr. McFarlane.Mr. Black-

wood. Hon. Mr. McKinnon. Mr. Parker, Dr.
Hamilton, Mr. Smyth, Mr. Allison.

Fisheries.—Messrs. LeVesconte, Ross, Kil-
ls. m, Robertson, Jost, Balcom, Robicheau.

Post Office—Hon. Atty. Geh., Messrs. Coffin,

'Hatfieldj Heffernan, Bourinot, Blanchard, Au-
nand, Colin Campbell, and Dr. Hamilton.

Mines and Minerals—

H

on. Mr. McFarlane,
Messrs. S. Campbell, Caldwell, Ross, Miller,

D. Fraser, and Dr. Slocumb.
Navigation Securities.— Messrs. Robiclieau,

Loclce,' C. J. Campbell, McLellan, Kaulback,
Heffernan, Moore.

Railways.—Messrs. Tobin, Locke, Donkin,
Blanchard, D. Fraser, Ray, Bill.

Crown Lands.—Messrs. S. McDonnell, Whit-
man, Blanchard, G. Brown, Moore, Mllier, J.

Campbell.
Haw Amendments.—Mr. Archibald, Hon. S.

L. Shannon, Messrs. S. McDonnell, S. Camp-
bell, Kaulback, Miller, Hon. Jas. MocDonald.
Trade and Manufactures.— Messrs. LeVes-

conte, Annand, Killam, Coffin, Cowie, Ray,
Bill.

Militia.—Messrs. Pryor, Parker, Jost, Heffer-
nan, Hon. Atty. General, C. Campbell, Black-
wood, Bourinot, LeVesconte, Blanchard, King.
Indian Affairs.—Hon. Mr. McKinnon, Messrs.

Ross, Lawrence, Heffernan, Smyth, C. J.
Campbell, Jas. Fraser.
Huyiane Institutions.—Messrs. Blanchard, Dr.

Slocumb, Coffin, Allison, Ra^, Caldwell, King,
Dr. Brown, Jas. Fraser.

Penitentiary.—Messrs. Hill, Balcom, Cowie,
Parker, Churchill, Robertson, McKay, Allison.

Reporting and Printing.—Hon. Atty. General,
Messrs. Blanchard, Longley, LeVesconte, Ro-
bertson, Tobin, Caldwell.

Private Bills.—H n. Mr. Shannon, Messrs.
McLellan, J. Campbell, Blackwood, Lawrence,
Donkin, Kaulback.

City of Halifax Bills.—Messrs. Pryor, Blanch-
ard, Donkin, Balcom, Hill, Tobin, and Miller.
Land Damages.— Messrs. G. Brown, More,

Balcom, Caldwell, and King.
Contingencies—Hou. Fin.' Secretary, Messrs.

Locke and Hatfield.

THE SCHOOL ACT.
Dr. Brown presented a petition from a num-

ber of the inhabitants of North Kings, praying
for the repeal of the present School Bill.

Mr. Bill presented five petitions, numerous-
ly signed, on the same subject.
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The petitions were allowed to lie on the ta-
ble.

PETITIONS.
Mr. Locke called the attention of the Go-

vernment to a petition which he held in his
hand from the inhabitants of the county of
Shelburne, for a road connection with the Coun-
ty of Annapolis. As the Government intend-
ed building a railroad to Annapolis, the inha-
bitants of Shelburne naturally wished to have
better means of communication with the fine
agricultural county of Annapolis than they
now possessed. He believed, if the Union of
the Colonies was consummated, that Shelburne
might become one of the great outlets of trade.
(Laughter.) All the people asked was an ex-
penditure of $20,000 or $30,000.
Mr. Bourinot would suggest that the peti-

tion lay on the table until such time as the An-
napolis Railway was completed.
Hon. 1‘rov. Sec. said that the petition was

deserving of consideration
;
but it should be

gent, in accordance with the rules of the House,
to the Financial Secretary.
Mr. Killam thought it would be as well to

understand whether a petition from the people
asking for aid towards some particular object
should be discussed by the House, or go'nrst
to the Government. As it was now, if the Go-
vernment did not choose to accede to the
prayer of a petition, there was an end of it

—

nothing was heard about it. He thought it best
that every petition should come first before the
House, who might send it to a Committee or to
the Governmeut.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that he did not see the

use of interfering now with an established rule
of the House. If any gentleman considered
that the Government had not treated any peti-
tion presented to them as it deserved, it was
always in his power to move for its production,
and test the opinion of the House on the sub-
ject.

Mr. Locke said he would place the pe-
tition in the hands of the Government, with the
hope that they would give it that favorable
consideration which it deserved.
Hon. Fin. Secretary stated that it was his

intention to publish the petitions handed to
him, when they made up any number.
Mr. Archibald said that if any gentleman

wished, he could always call the attention of
the Government in the house to any particu-
lar petition in which he felt an interest, and
then hand it to the Financial Secretary. He
had no doubt that if a road could be made as
asked for in the petition in question, a great
boon would be conferred on the county of
Shelburne.

Despatch.
Hon. Prov. Secretary laid on the table

despatches relative to the appointment of Hon.
Mr. Johnston as Equity Judge, Hon. W. A.
Henry as Attorney General, and Hon. J. W.
Ritchie as Solicitor General, and member of
the Executive Council.

POST OFFICE REPORT.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table the An-

nual Report of the Postmaster General. This
report, the hon. gentleman stated, was most sa-
tisfactory. Notwithstanding there had been an
increase of expenditure entailed by the recom-
mendations of the Post Office Report, the defi-

ciency in the Department was less than during

the previous year. 7 new Post Offices, and 51
Way Offices had been provided for. Only 3
Way Offices had been closed. The number of
letters carried through the Post Office was
1,535,864, being an increase of 66,408 over the
previous year. The number of newspapers
was 3,941,115, or an increase of 276,793 over
1863. 20 new mail routes had been established,
and 8 closed,—making a balauce of 12 estab-
lished. The number of mail routes was 4,473.
The amount derived from postage-stamps was
$18,576, being an increase of over $5,000 over
1863. 5 unregistered money letters lost, and
3 registered, said to be tampered with. The
net revenue for 1864 was $56,207.61, being an
increase of $8,032.90 over the previous year.

—

The expenditure was $73,163.61, an increase of
only $2,774.53, whilst the increase of revenue
was $8,032.90. Hence the deficit was $5,258.37
less than the previous year. The amount of
money-orders on Great Britain was $20,000;
the amount passing through the Province,
$120,000. The commissions on money orders
amounted to $1,120.44: the business in money
orders has nearly doubled since 1863, and a
large additional amount of labor is therefore
entailed upon the person in charge. Under
these circumstances, the Postmaster General
asks for an increase of salary for Mr. Thomp-
son—-from $800 to $1,000 a year.

The petition was referred to the Post Office
Committee.

INFORMATION ASKED FOR.
Mr. Tobin asked the Government to lay on

the table at an early day, returns exhibiting
the extent and nature of the trade of the Pro-
vinces of Canada, New Brunswick, and Prince
Edward Island, and Newfoundland, including
a statement showing the value of public pro-
perty, including railways, steamers, public
buildings, &c., including all property that
would be transferred to the General Govern-
ment in case of the proposed Union of the Co-
lonies being consummated.
Hon. Prov. Secretary recognized at once

the propriety of the Government being able
to place before the house all the information
they possibly could in reference to a question
of such magnitude, but he was afraid that his

hon. friend had imposed a task which to some
extent it would be difficult to perform. It
would be difficult iu the case of this province
and New Brunswick—to give an accurate esti-

mate of some of the public property, the Go-
vernment House for instance.
Mr. Annand thought there would be some

difficulty in procuring a reliable statement,
such as that asked for, from some of the pro-

vinces, more especially that of Newfoundland.
He observed that so far as Canada was con
cerned the information sought was easily ob-
tainable.
Mr. Tobin said that his reason for asking

for the information was that he had heard
gentlemen complain that they had not the ma-
terials within their reach to enable them to
take up this question, and deal with it as it

should be dealt with.
Mr. Bourinot suggested that the informa-

tion sought be furnished by the hon. member
for Colchester, (Mr. Archibald,) who appeared
to have collected a great variety of statistics

on the subject of a Union.
Mr. Archibald pointed out that a great

deal of the information required could be ob-
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tained in the Public Accounts of Canada,
which were within the reach of every gentle-

man. He saw some difficulty, however, in re-

ference to Newfoundland.
THE SCHOOL ACT.

Mr. John Campbell presented a petition

from Port Medway, aud another from Lower
Port Medway, against the School Bill.

FREE GRANTS TO AGED TEACHERS.
Mr. Parker presented a petition from T.

Ryan, an aged school teacher, asking for a free

grant of land. This person, he stated, had been
a teacher for 40 years, and was every vray de-
serving of this favor.
Hon. Prov. Sec. called attention to the fact

that the House had, at the close of last session,

declared by a vote of 22 to 11 against the poli-

cy of free grants, and that the subject could
not now be properly brought up.
Mr. Longley said that if the House wished

to prevent other petitions of the same nature
coming up, it was advisable to shut out the
present one at once.
Mr. Kaulback was in favor of allowing the

reception of the petition, and stated that he
had one himself to present, which, through
some inadvertency of his own, he had not pre-
sented last session.
Hon. Prov. Sec. thought much inconveni-

ence would result if such petitions were allow-
ed to come in after the House had declared
against the policy of free grants.
Mr. Archibald said that the petitioner in

the present case was a very respectable person,
and thought it hard to shut him out. Ho
thought it might be as well to receive the peti-

tion, and see if the Committee on Education
would continue the policy it adyised last ses-
sion.
Hon. Mr. Shannon expressed himself

against allowing the question to be opened up
again, after it had once been decided.
Mr. Archibald suggested that the petition

lie on the table for the present, in order that it

might be seen whether any others of a similar
character would come up.
Mr. S. Campbell said that he did not think

it wise to contravene a policy adopted by the
House by a. large majority, and he moved that
the petition be not received.
Mr. Tobin thought it hard treatment to shut

out a worthy petitioner. Many things consider-
ed by the House unwise at one time, were dif-

ferently considered by the House at a subse-
quent period. He was in favor of donating free
grants of land to worthy individuals, and in
that way opening up our waste tracts.
Hon. J. McDonald was always in favor of

granting free grants of land to aged school-
teachers, and had not yet changed his mind;
but it would be seen that the House had decla-
red against the policy, and therefore he did not
see how the question .could now be revived
with propriety.
Hon. Atty. General alluded to the fact

that he had moved the following resolution
against the adoption of the recommendation of
the Education Committee, which had carried:
“Resolved, that that portion of the Report
which refers to free grants of land, be not re-
ceived; but that the grants as heretofore be
made, the petitioners to pay the expense of
survey; but that owing to the largely increas-
ing number of applicants it is unwise ,to con-
tinue the policy of making free grants here-

after.” Hence it would be seen that the reason
given for discontinuing the grants was the
large number of applicants, and if it existed
now of course the House would be bound to

continue the policy. Therefore he thought it

woqld be best to ailow the petition to lay on
the table in order that it might be seen whether
any number of applicants would appear. If
only a few appeared, then it might be favorably
considered.
Mr. S. McDonnell thought it wmuld be

wrong policy to repeal the action of last year.
Mr. Bqurinot was in favor of giving aged

teachers these free grants as some return for

their services to the country. It was well
enough for the hon. gentlemen in whose coun-
ties all the aged teachers were already suppli-
ed to declare now against the policy, but it

should be remembered that there were other
counties that might be differently situated.
The amendment moved by Mr. Stewart

Campbell was put to the House and carried on
a division by—yeas 20, nays 18.

Mr. Parker gave notice to rescind.

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.
Mr. Longley presented a petition from the

Baptist Convention, on the subject of Dal-
housie College.
Mr. Parker objected to the reception of the

petition on the ground that it dealt with a mat-
ter already disposed of by the House-
The petition was read, and allowed to lie

on the table.

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock the next
day.

Wednesday, Feb. 15.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

FREE GRANTS OF LAND.
Mr. KaUlback presented a petition from J.

Dowley, an aged school-teacher, asking for a
free grant of land.
Mr. Donkin presented a petition from Mr.

Desbrisay, of Cumberland, on the same sub-
ject.

VICE-ADMIRALTY COURT.
HSn. Attv. Gen. laid on the table copies of

correspondence relative to the appointment of
officers of the Court of Vice-Admiralty.

ST. PETER’S CANAL.
Mr. LeVesconte asked the Government to

lay on the table the report ot the engineer on
the St. Peter’s Canal, and if they intended to

make provision for the completion of that
work.
Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that the report was

now under the consideration of the gov-
ernment, who would be prepared to give the
hon. gentleman the information he required in

a few days.
THE MILITIA CONVENTION.

Mr. Stewart Campbell then said :—When
the Militia Committee was under consideration
yesterday, I referred to the fact that a body of
gentlemen were meeting daily, in this city, in
connection with militia affairs. How this body
has been appointed—for w hat purpose it is

constituted—how it is to be paid—what are its

functions, are questions I cannot answer. I
only gather from information outside the wralls

of this House, that there is such a body in
existence. I consider that this Legislature, con-
stituted as it is, is fully able, and fully autlio-
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rized by the constitution of this country, to
take into consideration every variety of sub-
jects, not merely those relative to the business
of the province, but all matters connected with
the public defence. In fact as we are at pres-
ent situated I regard the defence of this coun-
try as resting with very great weight upon the
Legislature and Government. Therefore I
consider this House is the proper tri-

bunal, responsible as it is to the people, for
the discussion and consideration of such
subjects. My object in rising is to put an
enquiry to the Government upon the follow-
ing points:—“As to the appointment, composi-
tion and functions of the Militia Convention or
Court now in session in this city, the prob-
able expense of the same, and from what
funds payable.” If upon a subject like
this it is deemed advisable to authorise the
holding of a Convention, why not also consid-
er that other material interests of this country
demand protection? There are the fisheries

and agriculture, which are at this moment in
great jeopardy, as I regard it, from the action
of the United States in reference to the Reci-
procity Treaty. If, sir, it be competent upon
matters relative to the defences of the country
to hold a Convention like this, why we can say
that the people representing the agricultural
and fishing interests have a right also to their
Convention, and that it should be maintained
as the one in question at the public expense.
However, looking at the powers entrusted to
this House, I am disposed to resist*the course
taken in the present case.

Hon. Prov. Secy, replied—The subject
which the hon. member for Guysboro has
brought prominently under the notice of this
House is one that will be regarded, I am sa-
tisfied, by all the members of this Legislature
as one of great importance, and I am a little

surprised, I confess, at the tone which the
hon. gentleman has seen fit to take in relation
to it. That hon. gentleman is well acquainted
with the past management of the department
to which this question relates—the defence,
the militia organization of this country—and
must know that up to the present time a
great portion of the responsibility has
devolved upon the Commander-in- Chief, and
not so directly upon the Ministry of the
day. Now I do not intend to discuss at this
moment how far in my judgment it is wise
that the Governnfent of the day should step
in and take a prominent position in relation
to the militia, or how far it is judicious that
this Legislature, in the exercise of its undoubt-
ed functions, should take such a course as
would devolve the responsibility of this branch
of the public business upon the Government
of the day more directly than has hitherto been
the case. I am frank to say, that whilst I
think there is a great deal of force in the obser-
vations which have fallen from the hon. mem-
ber for Guysboro’—whilst I think that the Go-
vernmeut of the day is, necessarily to a large
extent, responsible for every step that involves
the expenditure of public money, yet I have
hitherto felt, and do now feel a great deal
of hesitation in regard to that branch of
the public service which does not influence
me in respect to any other. All governments
up to the present day have shown the utmost
delicacy in taking any course of action that
might possibly lead to the impression that
political influences or party objects were mix-

ed up with the militia organization of this
px-ovince. The hon. member for Guysborongh
is well aware that the appointments in the
militia, from the highest to the lowest, have
taken place up to the present upon the au-
thority of the Commander-in-Chief, and have
been made upon a basis totally different from
the other appointments connected with the
Civil Service of the country. Whether it

is wise or not to continue that policy—wheth-
er it would be advisable for the Government to
come in and assume a greater responsibility,
it is for the House to consider. I am aware
that in New Brunswick the local Government
is much more closely comiected with the Mili-
tia than we are in this province. In Canada
the same thing prevails to a still larger
extent. Sir Etienne Taehe, for instance, is not
only Premier but Minister of Militia. As res-
pects the information asked for, I have ho
doubt it will be granted.

DISPATCHES
Hon Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of

correspondence between Downing Street and
the War Office relative to the matter of supply
ing clothing. Also copies of a circular relative
to the supply of stores from the War Depart-
ment.
Mr. Colin Campbell suggested that these

papers be referred to the Convention now sit-
ting. The President of that body, he under-
stood, was also Chairman of the Militia Com-
mittee.
Mr. LeVesconte would ask hon. gentle-

men, if they were Colonels of regiments of mi-
litia, and were called upon by the Command-
er-iu-Chief to perform certain duties, would
they refuse to obey the orders?
Mr. Ross regretted that the Inspecting Field

Officer for Cape Breton (Col. Reade) was not
present at the convention. The services of a
gentleman so well able to give opinions on the
subjects under consideration, would be in-
valuable.

PETITION.
Mr. Miller presented a petition from Mr.

J. Fuller of Arichat, Clerk of Schools, in rela-
tion to certain money alleged to be due him in
connection with the services of Education.
The petition was referred to the Committee

on Education.
THE SCHOOL BILL.

Mr. Cowie presented a petition from the
South District of Queen’s praying the repeal
of the School Law of last Session.
Mr. P. Smyth presented a petition from the

county of Inverness on the same subject.

BREAKWATER.
Mr. Jno. Campbell presented a petition

from inhabitants of Brooklynn, in the county
of Queens’, asking for aid towards the con-
struction of a breakwate'r. It was handed to
the Financial Secretary, as it asked for a mo-
ney grant.

AGED TEACHERS.
Mr. Whitman presented a petition from

Mrs. A. Starrit, an aged school teacher, in An-
napolis, asking for a free grant of land.

RECIPROCITY TREATY.
The Prov. Secy., by command of His Ex-

cellency, laid on the table of the House des-
patches from Lord Lyons to the Governor
General, Lord Monck, on the subject of the
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Reciprocity Treaty, and a Minute of Council

of the Executive Government of this Province.

SPEECH OF ME. TOBltf.

After the reading of these papers by the

Clerk

Mr. Tobin rose and said:— Mr. Speaker—no
one could hear the papers just read without

feeling that very large and important benefi ts

have been conferred, not only on the B. N. A.
Provinces, but also on the United States by
this treaty. I am sorry that it is about

.
to

be suspended in view of the peace and security

which were secured under its provisions. Since

its passage in 1854 the slightest difficulty has
not arisen between the American and British

fishermen; previous to that time, we were
obliged to keep one or two gun boats in com-
mission to protect the fisheries and preserve

the peace in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Many
difficulties arose from time to time. The
British Government sent a war steamer every
year to aid the provincial revenue boats

to keep the poachers off the shore. Occasion-
ally an American fishing vessel was caught in-

side the line, forfeited, and sold. Then came
representations, affidavits, and counter-state-

ments and contradictions, as to the fact of the

legality or illegality ofseizure
;
and the relations

between the British and American Govern-
ments were several times on the eve of being
interrupted. We would regret, Sir, to have a
repetition of these conflicts in the Gulf; but if

our neighbors will suspend a trade by which
they have gained so many substantial advan-
tages, we must be prepared to meet any con-
tingency that may arise. We will have to

put in commission one or two fast sail-

ing gunboats or steamers to protect our
fisheries, I would prefer the latter, as they
could keep the Americans off the shore more
effectually than sailing vessels. I think, how-
ever, that the people of the Western States
will feel the loss of the suspension of this

treaty more than the British Americans. The
St. Lawrence will be closed against them, and
though they did not use that outlet to the ocean
to any great extent, still it had the effect of
checking the rates of freight and tolls on the
railroads and canals over which they transport
their produce to the shipping ports in the
United States. The very fact of the St. Law-
rence being open to the farmers and planters
of Western New York, Ohio, Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, and Iowa, keep freights at a moderate rate
on the Erie canal, the New York Central and
Erie rail roads. But as soon as the St. Law-
rence is closed against them they will find that
they are entirely in the hands of the railroad
and canal companies. If they value their own
interests, and consider the disadvantages un-
der which they will be placed, I think they will
advise their representatives in Congress to con-
sider the matter. I notice a speech delivered
by lion. Mr. Grimes in the Senate of the United
States, where he says—“ There is a panic in
Canada; but it is a panic of the pocket, not the
fear of war,” and then he goes on to say, “ Sus-
pend the Reciprocity Treaty, and the mer-
chants, bankers, and railroad companies will be
bankrupt in three months.” The learned Sena-
tor is mistaken, there is more vitality in Cana-
da than he is aware of. Trade will find new
channels, and the loss of the Reciprocity
Treaty will not be very long felt. The
British Provinces grew and prospered be-

a

fore it was passed or thought of, and they
will continue to advance in trade and prosper-
ity, even though it should be suspended. The
language of the learned senator is not in the
spirit of conciliation. How different was ours
in this House when the war broke out! We
expressed the deepest regret that our neigh-
bors should have become so exasperated as to
resort to the desperate expedient of shedding
each other’s blood

;
and, since then, up to the

present moment, I have not heard any other
sentiment uttered by a public man in British
America.

It was thought in England that the city of
Liverpool would be ruined by the loss of the
cotton trade; but commerce very soon regula-
ted itself—new enterprises sprung up, the vo-
lume of trade flowed into other channels, and
in six months after the Southern ports were
blockaded, Liverpool did not feel the loss of
the embargo, and so it will be with the British
Provinces. The loss may perhaps affect our
neighbors quite as much as it may affect us.
My hon. friend on my right (Dr. Hamilton,)

is well aware of the extent and importance of
the trade between his county and the neigh-
boring republic; and although a very large
quantity of the surplus products of Kings’ finds
a market in Boston, New York, and Baltimore,
still not sufficient to pay for the merchandise
and manufactures which are carried back in
return. The balance of trade with all the Bri-
tish Provinces is largely in favor of the United
States. Very few are aware of the amount of
money that is transmitted to balance the ac-
counts. The import tables show the quantity
of flour, pork, beef, butter, lard, cheese, boots,
shoes, and manufactures of different descrip-
tions which are continually flowing in from
that country. One would suppose that there
was wisdom enough on the part of the states-
men of America to cultivate and extend the
trade, rather than to cut it ^off or curtail it.

—

The volume since the passage of the Recipro-
city Treaty, has gone on steadily increasing.

—

Coal forms a large item in our export tables.

—

We sent a large quantity to Boston, New York,
and Fall River; but, even should it be taxed,
it must still continue to go there, as it has qua-
lities which the Pennsylvania coal has not. It
is peculiarly adapted for the forge and the
foundry. Our fishermen may be at a disad-
vantage, the products of free industry coming
into competition with protected labor; still I
have no fears for the result. There will be an
increased catch to make up for short price.

—

It is a well known fact that since the American
fishermen have had the unrestricted use of the
fishing grounds, our catch of mackerel along
the shores has gone on steadily decreasing,
year after year, till the business has become
so precarious that, to the westward particular-
ly, it is almost entirely given up. The Ameri-
cans keep the fish on the feeding grounds all
the summer and fall by throwing over-
board large quantities of bait

; and*
when it becomes late and stormy, and the
Americans are obliged to leave the Gulf the
fishery is over on our shores. The toil-worn
Nova Scotian has to haul in his nets after a
long summer spent without remuneration for
his outfit or labor. On the whole, it is a ques-
tion, on my mind, so far as the interests of the
fishermen are concerned, if it would not be
the best thing that could happen for their in-
terests to have the Reciprocity Treaty suspend-
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ed, because, as I have before stated, while the
Americans can use the in-shore fishing grounds,
and feed the fish in the gulf, they will remain
in the bay and not school along the shores in
search of food. The next view of this subject
to which our attention has been directed by
the reading of the papers, which speak much
more eloquently than I can, are the “ irrita-

tions.” Well, if there have been “irritations,”
those “ irritations ” came from their own
people. There is not a city in British America
in which you will uot find a large number of
Americans, many of them closely connected
with, if not from, the South, and if there are
irritations, they are the irritations ot people
who are not the citizens of British America.
Why, there is more sympathy with the South in
one city of the hi orthern States than there is in
all the British Provinces together. I happened
to be in New York last September, and wit-
nessed more deep, heartfelt sympathy with the
South and its cause, than I thought it was pos-
sible could exist after a four years' war. The
American Government, I think, would do
better to try and correct the “irritation” at
home, and not waste time in finding fault with
it abroad. I attended a meeting in Union
Square, called to ratify the nomination of Gen.
McLellan for the Presidency, and heard, in the
course of two hours, from the lips of Gover-
nors, ex-Governors, Senators and Congress-
men, more denunciation against the President,
his cabinet, and the proclamation addressed to
all “ whom it might concern ” than I have
heard in the colonies since the commencement
of the war. However, sir, I deeply regret that
any action on the part of the Government or
people of the United States at the present mo-
ment, particularly when the passions of men
are aroused, should in any way have a tenden-
cy to interrupt the friendly relations that have
so long happily existed between the American
and British nations.

Hon. Provincial Secretary suggest-
ed that the correspondence just read be
printed. It was true that some of it

dated as far back as April last, and
had a x>rospective application, but since
then the notice which had been received
of the termination of the treaty gave it increa-
sed significance and importance. It would be
seen by these papers that while the Govern-
ment fully admitted the benefits which these
provinces had . derived from this treaty
to the injustice we labored under in rela-

they felt it their duty to call attention
to the registery of colonial vessels, and
the coasting trade— and they express the
hope that in the event of a revision of the
treaty these interests will be placed upon
a better footing. The papers were ordered to
be printed.
Hon. Prov. Sec. also laid on the table des-

patches relating to the coasting trade, which
were also ordered to be printed.
Aiso a despatch relating to fhe appoinment of

Hon. W. A. Henry, as Advocate and Procur-
ator General of the Vice Admiralty Court.
The House adjourned until three o’clock.

Thursday, 16th Feb.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

CAPE BRETON MATTERS.
Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from a

number of the inhabitants of Sydney, asking

for the benefits of a daily mail. Petitioners
point out the resources of the island, and its
large contribution to the revenue, and its large
population, and demand, as an act of justice,
that they receive the same favors that are
granted to many parts of Nova Scotia proper.
The hon. gentleman also presented two peti-

tions—one from North Sydney, the other from
Cow Bay, C. B.,— on the same subject, and sta-
ted that he would take another opportunity of
dealing with the matters referred to in the peti-
tion, and speaking at length in reference to the
section of the Province from which he came.

NEW POLLING-PLACE.
Mr. Robicheau presented a petition from

New Tusket, Digby Co., asking for an addition-
al polling-place. Also a bill in accordance with
the prayer thereof.

RECORD COMMISSION.
Mr. Bourinot called the attention of the

Government to a report of a special committee
appointed last winter in connection with the
record commission. It recommended the adop -

tion of the suggestions of Mr. Aikens, that the
more important archives now lying useless
should be collected and arranged in a form ac-
cessible to all, “ in an octavo volume of a mo-
derate size.” He wished to know whether any
progress had been made with the work.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that the attention of

the Government had been called to the subject,
and on enquiry they found that the expense of
the work would amount to something like
£450. As they were under the impression that
the House, when they adopted that report, did
not contemplate so large an expenditure, they
thought it best to allow the matter to lie over
until the Legislature could this session take it

into consideration. The Government were
quite prepared to incur the expenditure, if the
House saw fit to authorize it. The hon. gentle-
man concluded by laying on the table corres-
pondence on the subject under consideration,
which, on his motion, was referred to a special
committee, consisting of Hon. Mr. Shannon,
Mr. Archibald, and Mr. Bourinot.
Hon. Mr. Shannon stated that Mr. Aikens

had given a great deal of time and labor to the
subject, and believed that the sum referred to
would only meet the expenses of publication
without leaving anything for his services.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that he had hoped

when the work of the Record Commission was
finished that some person would be ambitious
to become the historian of Nova Scotia.
Hon. Mr. Shannon stated that it was well

known that a gentleman well qualified in every
way to perform the task, had been engaged for
some time in preparing a history of the Pro-
vince. This gentleman, Mr. Beamish Mur-
dock, had told him that he had derived a great
deal of valuable information from the docu-
ments in question, and, in fact, had been able
through them to obtain light on matters hither-
to obscure. Unfortunately the res angusta domi
retarded the publication of the resuit of that
gentleman’s labors.
Mr. Archibald referred to the valuable in-

formation which those old documents neces-
sarily give upon the early history of this pro-
vince.
Hon. Prov. Sec. stated that Mr. Murdoch

had made an application for assistance in his
work, and that it was under the consideration
of the government. He thought that perhaps
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the work referred to could he performed in con-
nection with the other history of the province.

ACT OF INCORPORATION.
Mr. Blanchard introduced a hill to incor-

porate the Royal Sussex Lodge of Free Masons
of Halifax. In answer to an enquiry it was
stated that this bill was not liable to the usual
fee of $20 since it asked for the incorpora-
tion of a charitable association—religious and
charitable bodies being excepted by a resolu-
tion of the house.

THE SCHOOL BILL.
p" Mr. Colin Campbell presented a petition

from a number of the inhabitants of Digby, in
reference to the school bill.

THE CITY BILLS.

Mr. Tobin called attention to the inconveni-
ence that resulted last session from the hurried
manner in which bills were passed through
both branches of the legislature, and read a re-

solution, moved in the Legislative Council by
Mr. Dickey, in connection with the subject. He
especially referred to the Halifax bills, respect-
ing which a great many complaints were made
bv the citizens. The representatives of the
Western division of Halifax had been evtn
called to account for many of the grievances
that were found in these bills,—all arising from
the want of consideration in the house. He
trusted that the same difficulties would not oi -

cur again, but that the house would be placed
in a position to deal with every bill as it ought
to be dealt with.
Mr. Archibald agreed with the remarks of

the hon. gentleman who had just spoken. A
great many important alterations were made
in the Halifax Bills that ought to have received
more consideration than it was found possible
to give them last session. He hoped the
hon. gentleman would bring in a resolution
limiting the time for the introduction of private
bills.

Hon. Mr. Shannon said that a great deal of
dissatisfaction had arisen in connection with
the city bills. Only a short time since the Chief
Justice pointed out a number of incongruities
in one of those bills, and as far as his (Mr. Shan-
non’s) memory served him, the clauses referred
to were not in the bill when it came before the
House. His impression was, that a number of
these objectionable clauses were introduced in-

to the bill by the Legislative Council, and
were only brought down on the very last day
of the session, and passed through without any
one knowing any thing about them.
Mr. Miller said that he coincided with the

remarks of the hon. member for Halifax. He
had been a member of the Committee ef City
Bills, and was confident that the Legislative
Council was responsible for the radical amend-
ments that had been made in the bills. These
amendments came down on the last day of the
session, and the members of the committee who
were conversant with the features of the bill,

had not an opportunity, from want of time, to
scrutinize the alterations that had been made.
He had been, indeed, assured that the altera-
tions were of a trivial character, but he found
now that features had been introduced which
would never have been consented to by the
committee. For instance, the jurisdiction of
the Police Court had been entirely changed,
and powers entrusted to it little inferior to
those possessed by the Supreme Court.

Mr. Pryor stated that the Committee of Ha-
lifax bills, of which he had been chairman, had
paid great attention to the passing oftheir bills,

and ho could not but express his astonishment
at many of the clauses that appeared in the
bills when they were published, for he knew
nothing whatever about them,—he did not re-
member that they were even read in the Lower
House.
Hon. Prov. Secy, thought that it was most

probable that the gentlemen who discharged
the duties of the committee of city bills were
not able, from the very voluminous character
of the work of last year, and the large amount
of labor necessarily involved, to discharge the
duty as efficiently as it would have been possi-
ble under more favorable circumstances. From
some cause or other there passed through the
Legislature certain provisions which ought not
to have passed without deliberate sanction

;
but

that they emanated from the' other end of the
building when the bills went there, he had not
the slightest idea whatever. These bills might
have undergone some modification but that
was all. He believed that the very i>ower en-
trusted to the Police Court of sending personsm conviction to the Penitentiary, referred to by
the hon. member for Richmond, was actually
discussed in the House.

Mr. Tobin said that he had not the most dis-

tinct recollection of these clauses being dis-

cussed in the house—if indeed they ever came
before it. It would be remembered that these
bills were hurried, through on the last day of
the Session in a most injudicious manner; and
he had been inclined to give the whole up
rather than allow them to pass without more
deliberation.
Mr. Miller repeated his statement that the

obnoxious amendments, originated with the
Council, and stated that the Provincial Secre-
tary evidently labored under a misapprehen-
sion when he stated that the power entrusted
to the Police Court was discussed in the House.
That hon. gentleman obviously alluded to a
discussion in reference to the power pf the
Sessions of the County of Haliiax—one not
possessed by the Sessions of any other County
—to send persons on conviction to the Peniten-
tiary. He assured the House that the com-
mittee had not adopted any amendment with-
out full deliberation.
Hon. Provincial Secretary did not think

it fair to throw all the responsibility upon the
Legislative Council, and stated that he held
under his hand conclusive evidence of the
soundness of his position in reference to this
question. Gentlemen would find entered uj3on
the journals every amendment that was made
in the bills.

Mr. Blanchard, who bad also been a mem-
ber of the Committee, said that the Legislature
had nothing to do with the most objectionable
features of all these bills. They came before
the House without any provision for an appeal
from the decision of the City Court. On the
contrary, appeals even in civil suits were ex-
prjssly forbidden by the bills as they came up.
He himself had introduced a clause providing
for an appeal in civil suits. And more; at this
moment the City Court had the power to send
a man to the Penitentiary for any period less
than fourteen years without a jury or an ap-
peal.
Mr. Miller, in connection'with the subject of
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city bills, just before the bouse, called atten-
tion to the fact that the alterations in the city-

charter had been published by order. On refer-
ence to the paper he held in his hand he found
the alteration alluded to by the hon. member
for Inverness. The alterations were very trivi-

al, however, on the whole. The police regula-
tions must have been contained in a separate
bill, for neither he nor any other member of the
committee had any recollection that it was sub-
mitted at all to them.
Some remarks were made as to the propriety

of limiting the time for the introduction of pri-
vate bills, in order to expedite the business of
the House, and Mr. Archibald stated that he
would probably move a resolution the next day
in reference to the matter.

EXTENSION OF THE LUNATIC ASYLUM.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table the report of

the Medical Superintendent relative to the ex-
tension of that building, accompanied by an
estimate by Mr. Sterling, the architect, of the
probable expense of the same. Referred to
committee on humane institutions.

THE LABRADOR FISHERIES.
Mr. Kaulback said:—My attention has

been called by parties prosecuting the fisheries
to a matter which honorable gentlemen will
remember, was brought to their notice by peti-
tions and otherwise, at the last session of this
Legislature. The petitioners prayed us to take
proper steps to relieve them from what they
conceived was an unlawful tax demanded by
the Government of Newfoundland. The Go-
vernment of that Province has claimed, and
exercised the right of demanding duties from
the Fishermen of this Province on their salt
and other outfits used in prosecuting that
branch of industry—on the coast of Labrad Dr,

between Anse Sablon and the Hudson Straits.
The petitions were referred to the Committee
on the Fisheries

;
and I have before me their re-

port on this subject, which was received by this
House. They reported that in their opinion
the exaction of such duties was unjust, and
recommended that the Government of this
Province place themseves in communication
with the Government of Newfoundland, and
represent to them the injustice of such exac-
tions from our fishermen—and fa' ling to have
the grievance remedied, that they be requested
to bring it to the notice of the Colonial Secre-
tary. Our Fisheries—so important a branch
of our public industry to the wealth and re-
venue of this Province—are largely prosecuted
by the people of the county I have the honor
to represent, on the Labrador coast. They be-
lieve the tax to be unjust, and for that reason
some of them have successfully resisted the
exaction. Too much consideration cannot be
given to a matter of such importance to us as
our fisheries. Under the Reciprocity Treaty
the exclusive right of these colonies to
the coast fisheries was most summa-
rily and unjustly taken away without
any direct benefits being given to our fish-

ermen for the loss they directly sustained.
Should another Treaty be entered into, it is to
be hoped that we will see to it that our fish-

eries will be better cared for. Our Cod fish-
eries on the Labrador coast proved, I am sorry
to say, a failure last season, in consequence of
which our vessels returned with the greater
part of their outfits, on which they paid duties

to the Newfoundland Government, and it may
be expected that tkat Government will levy
another tax on the very same outfits the next
season. This fact shows, in a striking manner,
the injustice of taxing outfits which are not
consumed in Newfoundland or its dependen-
cies. It is to be earnestly hoped this grievance
will meet with redress

;
and is the more im-

portant at this time that we should have
this misunderstanding settled with our sister

province, before we are drawn into the strife,

which must unavoidably occur, on the abroga-
tion of the Reciprocity Treaty, in maintaining
inviolate our fishing rights* from the encroach-
ments of the fishermen of the neighbouring
Republic. This House and Government must
feel the importance of the present question

;

and on this, as on all matters, effecting the
rights and privileges of our hardy fishermen
will give, I most earnestly hope, full conside-
ration to their interests. Mr. Speaker, I must
ask the Government 1 o lay on the table of thi»

House, all communications with the Govern-
ment ofNewfoundland, and the Colonial Office,

on this question of the rights and privileges of
our Fishermen on the Labrador shore.

Hon. Attorney General—Shortly after
the adjournment last year the Rej)ort of the
Committee was communicated to the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland by the administration.
And a correspondence ensued which will be
laid on the table. The government of New-
foundland insisted on the right of levying these
duties, and alleged that the fishermen of that
colony who resorted to the waters of the Labra-
dor were taxed for the same articles. They
also stated that the matter had been referred
to the Colonial Secretary who had decided as
to the abstract right of the government and
Legislature to impose such duties. I am dis-

posed, however, notwithstanding this high
authority, to think that the exaction is hardly
justified—that the people of this country can-
not be taxed for articles which do not go into
the consumption of Newfoundland. We would
have just as much right to go on board Ameri-
can fishermen at Port Hood or Plaister Cove
and levy a duty on their supplies.

Mr. Locke—There is no doubt that the go-
vernment of Newfoundland have a right to tax
our trade, but not our fishermen. It appears
they treat our fishermen as traders which is

manifestly unjustifiable. I think that the ques-
tion should be fully explained to the British
government.
Hon. Attorney General—I understood

that some short time since a respectable mercan-
tile house interested in the matter intended to
submit the question to eminent legal authority
in England and that they would furnish the
information they obtained to the government
here. That, however, has not yet been done.
Mr. Locke—The waters of one colony are

always free to the inhabitants of another
colony.
Mr. Miller—During a visit I paid to New-

foundland last summer, I had an opportunity
of discussing this matter with leading men of
that colony. I had several conversations with
the mercantile house, to which the hon. gentle-
man has referred, and learned that the ground
taken by merchants of England was that as
Labrador was not represented in the legisla-

ture of Newfoundland, and as the administra-
tion ofjustice was not provided for, the govern-
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ment of that country had no right to levy
these taxes. I believe a large majority even
of the people of Newfoundland are opposed to

this exaction, and that nearly one half of the

lower branch also consider it unfavorably.
Hon. Mr. McFaelane—I would ask what

has been the result during the past season of

the attempt to collect the tax?
Mr. Kaulback—It has been pretty much

the same as m the previous year. Those who
forcibly resisted got oft* clear, but those who
did not, had to pay.
Mr. Locke—

T

he tax of itself is not very
burdensome, but the principle of the thing is

what has aroused the strong feeling that pre-

vails.

THE RESUSCITATION OE THE APPARENTLY
DROWNED.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a copy of

instructions regarding the treatment that

ought to be pursued in the case of persons ap-
parently drowned. These papers were re-

ferred to the committee on Humane Institu-

tions, in order that steps might be taken to

make the information available to the public.

THE SCHOOL BILL.

Mr Hatfield presented a petition from
inhabitants of Argyle against the School Act.

THE MILITIA CONVENTION.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table the reply of

the Adjutant. Genl. to Mr. S. Campbell's ques-
tion as to functions of the Militia Court, and
the mode of payment of the members com-
prising that Court.
The Adjt. Genl. states that His Excellen-

cy being impressed with the necessity of ad-
vancing the Militia organization a step beyond
that of the previous year, and being desirous
of availing himself of the local experience o f

leading officers of the force, had deemed it ad-
visable to form these officers into a Board of
Advice “ in the hope of receiving valuable sug-
gestions with reference to the Militia estimates,
and some apparently necessary alterations in

the existing Militia Act.” He also states that
the Court is composed of a President and 21

officers, 4 of whom receive no additional pay
for attendance. Of the remaining 18, 11 are
residing in this city, and 7 are from the coun-
try. The Adjt. Genl. also directs attention to

sec. 85 Militia Act of last year as the authority
to form the Court.
Mr. S. Campbell said that he did not con-

sider the paper just read an answer to the re-
quisition he had made on the previous day, for
information in reference to the Militia Court
now sitting in this city. He asked a» question
as to the "functions and composition of that
Court, but this had not been answered. He
had been led to make the enquiry he had from
information given him that the Court was com-
posed of members representing almost entirely
one side of political opinions in this country,
for that reason he was induced to ask who
were the persons who formed this body. If
what he had heard were the case, it ought to be
taken into the serious consideration of the
House as well as of the Government of the
country, for if a political character was to be
given to any body of this kind, then its value
was entirely lost. It was only necessary to
look to the neighboring States to see the evils
that arise from the influence of political parties
in connection with military matters. His ob-

jection to the Court was that the House was
in session and clothed with the authority to
discuss every question in which the people
of this country were interested. This Court
was largely composed of members of the
Legislature. Was it not competent for these
gentlemen to furnish the House with the in-

formation which they give this Courts. He had
been informed that parties had been sum-
moned from the country at an expense
of several dollars a day, beside travelling
expenses. He did not consider the act
of last session gave authority for any such
Court as was now in session. At a future day
he might test the opinion of the house as to
what he considered the constitutional invasion
oftheir rights,and a contempt of their privileges
and whether it was not right that we should
have at the head of the Militia affairs one who
was responsible to the people of this country,
He had no hesitancy in saying that the adminis-
tration of Militia affairs in his own county was
a perfect farce. He saw upon the army list the
names of boys who ought to be at school, and
yet were sent into the different districts of the
county to drill the stout yeomanry

;
that was

an insult to the loyal feeling of his constituents

.

Mr. Pryor said that in the time of Sir Colin
Campbell, the Lieutenant Colonels of the seve-
ral counties and the Advocate General were
summoned for some such purpose at the pre-
sent Court.
Hon. Prov. Sec. regretted that the hon.

member for Guysboro had thought it proper to
characterize the proceedings that had taken
place in such strong terms. The Act i>assed
last session had devolved upon the Command-
er-in-Chief certain powers, and the hon. gentle-
man went beyond what he was entitled to

as a member of the Legislature when he
declared that the action taken was unconstitu-
tional, and a contempt of the privileges of the
House. Before he used such language he
should have shown that the act passed
with flie deliberate sanction of the Legisla-
ture had been in the slightest degree
exceeded. The Government of the day were
responsible to the House for any public
money expended in any public service,

and whilst he did not intend just now
discussing the question whether the re-

sponsibility of the Ministry in reference to
the Militia force should be increased or not,
he was satisfied that the good sense of the Le-
gislature would see that since the Militia or-

ganization was entrusted to the care of the
Commander-in-Chief, they had no other source
to which to apply for information—as to the
amount of public money that might be required
for local defence—than to the persons hitherto
entrusted with the discharge of that duty.
The source, therefore, to which the Govern-
ment had to apply was to the Commander-in-
Chief, and to the Staff by which under the law
of this Province he was surrounded for the
discharge of the important functions in con-
nection with the militia. The Commander-in-
Chief desired to get information, and he had
adopted a certain mode to obtain it. Whether
he had taken the correct course it was not for
him (Dr. T.) to say

;
at all events, in the dis-

charge of what he conceived to lie his public
duty, he had thought it proper to proceed in a
certain way—and in doing so, he was guided
strictly*by the law, as would be seen by refer-

ence to the 85th section of the Militia law of
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last session. The hon. member for Guysboro’
could not say that it was not the duty of
the Commander-in-Chief to take advantage
of the services of gentlemen who he thought
were the most competent to give advice
and information in reference to the future de-
fences of this country. He trusted that what-
ever political differences might exist in this

country, the militia organization would be kept
free from all party taint. He was satisfied that
the Commander-in-Chief in the selection of
this Court—a selection with which the Execu-
tive Council had nothing whatever to do—had
not given the slightest thought to party. If it

did happen, that it vas composed largely of
gentlemen representing one party, it might be
considered purely accidental. He stated frank-
ly to the House that down to the present mo-
ment he had not endeavoured on any occasion
to use the slightest political influence in rela-

tion to the militia organization of the country,
and he was confident he could say the same
thing for every member of the Executive
Council.

Mr. Archibald did not agree with his Hon.
friend, the member for Guysborough, in his

•opinion, that it was unconstitutional for His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to sum-
mon a Council of advice upon mat-
ters which would come up for the
consideration of the House. He rather
thought that the Legislatuie should be glad
to receive any suggestions or informa-
tion that might be offered by those who had
had an opportunity of testing the efficiency of
the Militia law—and he therefore was inclined

to the opinion that His Excellency was but
discharging a duty that he owed, as well as to

his own position as Commander-in-Chief,

—

as to the Legislature who had to provide for

the service,—in thus endeavouring to obtain
such information as would tend to place the
militia system upon a more efficient footing.

But while he disagreed with the member for

Guysborough, he was also obliged to dissent
from the statement of the Hon. Pro. Sec’y, that
the 85th section of the Militia Act, authorized
the formation of a Court, such as that now
in session. That clause evidently referred to

Courts of Enquiry, upon matters of discipline

only, and had no relation to the functions as-

sumed by the present Court. The member for

Gusboro’ had also expressed the opinion that

it was time that some responsible person, in

connection with the militia, should have a seat

in the Legislature. He (Mr. A) was at a loss

to reconcile that statement with the anxiety
of that Honorable gentleman to dissever this

service from the influence of party politics.

Mr. Campbell—It is the case in Canada.

Mr. Archibald—It may be so, but I am
exceedingly doubtful as to the propriety of the

policy. In alluding to the statement made by
the member for Guysboro’ that the Militia

Court was composed almost entirely of per-

sons of one side of politics, Mr. Archibald ex-

pressed his regret if such was the case—at the

same time he was convinced that it must be
the result of accident, for he was certain that

His Excellency would be the last man to

sanction anything of that kind.

Mr. Colin Campbell said that as militia

matters were under discussion, he had a case

in connection with that subject, which he
wished to bring under the consideration

of the House, and he would like to be in-
formed by the Government whether the Ad-
jutant General was to be guided by the deci-
sion of a Committee of the House or not. At
the last Session he had presented a petition
from Captain James B. Stewart, of Clare
in the County of Digby, praying for remunera •

tion for certain services performed by him in
1862, in connection with the enrolment of the
Militia in that County. A Committee of the
House recommended that the sum of $30 should
be paid to bim, which was adopted by
the House, and an order for that amount was
first presented to the Receiver General, and
refused payment, and afterwards to the Adjt.
Genl., from whose office it was returned with
an endorsement by the Commander-in-Chief, to
the effect that it would offer a bad precedent
to pay it. He (Mr. C.) should like to be in-
formed whether the Militia authorities were
not bound to obey the directions of a Com-
mit! ee of the House.
Hon. Prov. Sec. thought it was quite com-

petent for the Commanfler-in-Chief, under the
77th clause of the Militia Act, to call together
a Board of Advice, in order to obtain informa-
tion as to the best mode to provide for the de-
fences of the Country. He could not see how
it interfered with the privileges of the House,
inasmuch as the deliberations of the Court
had no operation until sanctioned and approv-
ed by the Legislature.
Mr. Pryor said that as allusion had been

made by the Hon. member for Guysboro to
the party complexion of the Militia "Court, he
considered it but justice to the government
to state that, if such were the case,
they had nothing to do with it. And, in-
deed, until that hon. gentlemen had called
attention to the subject, he (Mr. P.) was nos
aware that such an imposition could be alleged
against it. He considered it a question entire-
ly aloof from party, and when the committee
was about being filled up he suggested the
name of a person opposed to him politi-

cally, whose services he considered necessary.
The court had been visited by persons of all

shades of politics, and amongst others he would
name the member for South Colchester, (Col.
Parker) who had given the Court the benefit
of his advice.
Hon. Finl. Sec. said that if there was any

party complexion it must be accidental

—

for
instance his own county (Pictou) wa3 repre-
sented by Col. Carmichael who was opposed
to him in politics, and who had been selected
in preference to other gentlemen of equal rank
whose politics concided with those of the pre-
sent government.
Mr. S. Campbell said that he was aware

that Col. Carmichael was on the Board and
therefore he was guarded when he

%
made the

statement that nearly all the members were
of one side of politics. He was not aware of
another person on that side.

Mr. Pryor said he might be mistaken, but
he was inclined to think that Capt. MacKinlay
who was one of the officers who represent-
ed the volunteers, was on the same side of
politics.

Hon. Mr. Shannon thought that a great
deal of time was unnecessarily wasted on this
discussion. After all, the object of the Court
was simply to obtain the experience of those
interested in the subject, and to make sugges-
tions and amendments in the present system,
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whicli would have to come up for adoption or
rejection in the House.
The Hon. Attorney Gen’l. said that he

was under the impression that the rule adopt-
ed in the constitution of the Court, was to se-

lect the senior Colonel from each county. He
himself, as senior Colonel for the county of
Sydney had been chosen, but as he deemed it

incompatible with his position as a member of
the government, he had declined the honor of
a seat at the Board. It seemed to be generally
admitted, that in order to keep pace with our
sister colonies, some advancement should be
made in our militia system and he presumed
that the Commander in-Chief being anxious to

obtain the best advice on the subject, had
summoned the Court for that purpose.
After some further discussion the matter

dropped, and the House adjourned until the
next day at 3 o’clock.

Friday, February IT.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

TRADE PATTERNS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table correspon-

dence relative to the transmission of trade pat-
terns by post.

CONFEDERATION.
Mr. Miller presented a petition from inha-

bitants of Arichat, another from Red Islands,
aud another from River Inhabitants—all in op-
position to Confederation.
Mr. P. Smyth presented a petition from the

county of Inverness on the same subject.

ENQUIRY.
Mr. Ross asked the Financial Secretary to

lay on the table of the House certain road re-
turns from the county of Victoria, and copy of
returns for money advanced on Kelly’s Cove
road. Mr. Ross also asked the Provincial Sec-
retary to lay on the table of the House
the petition of the trustees of the Presby-
terian Church at Middle River, and all papers
connected therewith. The said petition was
over twelve months in the hands of the govern-
ment, and as no action was taken on it, it was
his desire that the petition and all papers con-
nected therewith should be referred to the com-
mittee on crown lands.

THE SCHOOL ACT.

Mr. Bill presented a petition from the coun-
ty of Kings, against the school act.

ACT OF NATURALIZATION.
Mr. Donkin presented a petition of W. H.

Mitchell, asking for an act of naturalization.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table copy of

correspondence relative to the appointment of
additional members to the Legislative Council.

THE MILITIA CONVENTION.
The Pro. Sec. laid on the table a reply from

the Adjutant General giving the names of the
gentlemen composing the militia convention,
as asked for by the hon. member for Guysboro.
The following is a list of the members of the

Court:

—

PRESIDENT.
Lieut. Col. H. Pryor, 3rd (Queens) Halifax.

Lieut. Col. J, J, Marshall, 1st Guysborough.
“ “ P. S. Archibald, 3rd Colchester,
" “ H. S. Jost, 3rd Lunenburg.
“ " A. G. Jones, 1st Halifax.
* “ R. Tremain, Hx. MU. Art. B.

Lieut. Col. E. Starr, 2nd Kings.
“ “ C. J. Stewart, 1st Cumberland.
“ “ W, B. Vail, 2nd Digby.
“ “ J. Bourinot, 1st Cape Breton.
“ “ 1. LeVesconte, 1st Richmond.
“ “ P. S. Hamilton, 11th Halifax.
“ “ W. F. Starratt, 3rd Annapolis.
“ “ J. W. Carmichael 5th Pictou.

Major L. W. Hill, 2nd Hants.
Capt. C. Allison, 3rd Queens.
Capt. A. K. Mackinlay, Scottish Vol., Halifax,
Lieut. C< chran, Chebucto Greys, Hx,
Colonel Sinclair, Adjutant General.
Colonel Laurie, 1, F. O.
Lieut. Colonel T. Milsom, I. F. O.
Lieut. Colonel C. Sawyer, I. F. O.

RAILWAYS IN CAPE BRETON.
Mr. Bourinot introduced a bill entitled an

act to amend the act incorporating the Louis-
burg Railway company. In reference to this
bill he stated that several wealthy and promi-
nent American gentlemen had arrived by the
steamer that day—men of large capital, repre-
senting such persons as John Jacob Astor,.Ro-
bert Converse, General Strong—and intended
to proceed immediately with the construc-
tion of a railway to Sydney and Louisburg, in
order that they might be enabled to ship coal
with greater facility. He trusted that the house
would afford every facility to these gentlemen
in the prosecution of this great undertaking.
The bill was read a first and second time, and

referred to the committee on private bills.

ACTS OF INCORPORATION.
Mr. Bourinot introduced a bill to incorpo-

rate the Caledonia Coal Mining Company in
the county of Cape Breton.
Mr. Tobin introduced a bill to incorporate

the Stonecutters and Masons Association of
Halifax.

THE FRANCHISE ACT.

Mr. Annand then said—I wish to call the
atttention of the Government to a matter of
considerable importance—to the act which will
come into operation on the 24th June, 1865, re-
lative to the election of members in the House
of Assembly. It has come to my knowledge
that in one county—if not in two—the require-
ments of that act have not been fulfilled. In
Guysborough the magistrates not only neglect-
ed to appoint revisors, but actually refused by
a majority to take any action on the premises.
I would like to know from the Government
what action they intend to take in reference to
a matter of such magnitude.

Hon Prov. Secretary.—The Government
have never had this matter brought officially
under their notice, that I am aware of. I re-
member seeing something about it in the news-
papers, but that certainly is not an authentic
mode ofbringing the matter to the notice of the
government. I may state for the information
of the house, however, that I have addressed a
circular to the Custos of every county, asking
him to furnish the Government with informa-
tion with regard to the steps that have been ta-
ken to apply the law.
Mr. Jost.—The county of Lunenburg is in

the same state. There is nothing in the law to
compel Grand Juries to recommend revisors,
and that at Lunenburg, I presume, exercised
their own discretion in the matter.

Mr. Archibald’—We are expressly ordered
in the act to comply with its requisition, and
any Grand Jury or Sessions that failed to do so,

acted in contravention of the law. It is time
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that the franchise of this country was placed in
a position ofcertainty. If an election was held
next summer difficulties would be sure to en-
sue, as matters are now, If we are to have the
franchise the same as in the adjoining province
let it be done now. Let the country clearly un-
derstand what is to be the franchise.
Mr. S. Campbell—I am glad that the Pro-

vincial Secretary lias addressed a circular to
the different counties on this subject. As re-

spects the county of Guysboro it was not a
mere accidental omission on the part of the
sessions and grand jury to fulfill the require-
ments of the law, but there was a positive re-

fusal—a deliberate violation of the law of the
country. Guysboro was one of those counties
where it was required that action should be
taken at the fall term of the supreme court.
Previous to that fall term, the Clerk of the
Peace, by the direction of the Custos, called a
special sessions to be held at the same time as
the supreme court in the county, at which the
the grand .jury were to be in attendance.
So far they fulfilled their duty.
The Supreme Court met, the speoial sessions

was couvened, the grand jury met in connec-
tion with that special case, and then a resolu-
tion was deliberately presented by a number of
gentlemen in that sessions, refusing to act un-
< er the law. Certain resolutions were passed
by which they declared that they would not act
under the law at all. There could be therefore
no excuse in that county, as exists in Lunen-
burg, where it was entirely an accidental
omission on the part of the officials. I think,
therefore, that in addition to the circular which
the Provincial Secretary has addressed to the
different counties, there should be some enqui-
ry made as to the particular circumstances un-
der which action has not been taken in any
county. It would not distress me much if this
act was not carried out in the county of Guys-
boro; but I do think it hard that any portion of
the people of this country, by the deliberate ac-
tion of any one, should be disfranchised, for
that will be the effect if this difficulty is not
remedied.
Mr. Ross.—I may state in reference to Victo-

ria that the new franchise act has not been act-

ed on by the Custos or Sessions. The Custos
neglected to call the special Sessions. The
Judge called the Custos to account, and his re-

ply was that he had no instructions from the
Government. The law, I stated at the time,
was sufficient instructions.

Hon. Attorney General—

I

t will be found
that the circular addressed to the several Cus-
tos will contain all the information required by
the hon. member for Guysboro*.

Hon Prov. Secretary.—I think this circu-
lar covers the ground wished by the hon mem-
ber for Guysboro. It requires the Custos “ to
furnish without delay for the information of
the government the proceedings had by the
Court of Sessions and its officers in respect to
the new Franchise Law &c.”

Mr. Tobin.—I am not surprised that the
grand juries in the different counties of this
country have refused to bring that law into
operation. It is one of the most obnoxious
laws that was ever passed in this House,
It had not the sanction of this House— nor to any great extent of the upper
branch. That law was the means of des-
troying the influence and power in. this

country ofthe party that passed it in this House.
Now the same party come forward and en-
deavour to force the Government into bring-
ing this obnoxious law into operation and
pressing it upon the people. Where was the in-
fluence of the hon. member for Guysboro in
hi» own county? Had not he sufficient influ-
ence with the Grand Jury and with the elec-
tors to prevent them disfranchising themselves
in the event of an election? These gentlemen
who originated and passed this law are ac-
countable for the manner in which it has been
received by the people The House should
deal with the franchise of this country and
put it upon either a manhood or property basis.
Let there be a law in which the people can
have confidence, not one establishing a board
of assessors 3who will have it in their power
to give any man a vote or refuse it. I remem-
ber hearing the Provincial Secretary himself
denounce this act when it was before the
Legislature as one of the worst measures that
could be devised.
Mr. S. Campbell—I was certainly aston-

ished when I heard the hon. member for Lu-
nenburg attempt a quasi justification for
the course taken in his county in reference to
this law, but I am still more so, at the remarks
that have fallen from the hon. gontleman who
represents the city of Halifax. I am surprized
that he should attempt to justify the action of
any men in contravention of the law of the
land. The hon. gentleman asks, where was
the influence of the member for Guysboro’?
Let me tell him that the member for Guys-
boro’ had no more to do with the action of the
Special Sessions on the occasion in question
than he himself. But I shall tell him what I
did. The Supreme Court was sitting an#
the judge about to discharge the Grand jury
from their attendance, when I brought to the
notice of His Lordship the fact that this law
ought to be complied with, and that a special
sessions had been called in connection with it.

I did my duty on that occasion. What more
could I have done? What is to become of the
dignity and privileges of this Legislature if the
laws it passes are to be openly evaded and set

at nought. I called attention yesterday to an
invasion of the rights of this House. We have
it also in prospect to make this body a mere
grand jury or something less important. I
trust the time is far distant when the power
and dignity of this House will be altered as it

is proposed to be done.

Mr. Archibald—

W

e are not discussing the
policy ofthe law. If it were the most impolitic
law in the world, the hon. member for Hali-
fax would be doing wrong to rise in his
place in this House and palliate or encourage
its deliberate violation. Such an attempt is

unworthy of the hon. gentleman and of the
position which

j
he holds in this House and

country. He can introduce a bill for the pur-
pose of repealing this act which he considers
so obnoxious, but because it does not meet
with his approval, is he to say that every su-
bordinate officer has a right to violate the law?
I take issue at once with the hon. member, as
to the fact that a majority of this House were
not in favor of this bill. The difference of
opinion was not with respect to the principle,
but rather with reference to the time in which
it should come into operation. In the Legisla-
tive Council also, I believe, there was a large
minority in favor of the principle, and the ob-
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jection that was felt in reference to the time in

which it should become law, was removed by
the amendment that was passed. At all

events, this is not the proper time to discuss
the character of the law.
Mr. EaULBack—I may state for the infor-

mation of the House that the impression pre-

vailed in my county that it was intended to

repeal this law, and that it would be, there-

fore, incurring needless expense for the Grand
Jury and Sessions to take measures for bring-
ing it into operation. The law is very obnox-
ious to the people, and I coufess that I pro-
mised to do my utmost to strike it off the
Statute Book.
Hon. Prov. Sec.—I feel it necessary, after

what has just fallen from the lion, member for

Halifax, to say something on this subject. The
lion, member has stated with perfect accuracy
this at the time the bill was introduced to

change the franchise of the country, I gave it

my most determined opposition. I stated the
objections I entertained to that measure, and
did all that I could constitutionally to oppose
its passage; but the House does not require to

l>e told that not only I but the party with
which I have been accustomed to act, with re-

markable unanimity,exerted our power to the
utmost to defeat that bill. I differ from the
hon. member for Colchester as to the feeling in

this House in reference to the measure; it was
not merely objectionable as regards the time it

was to go into operation. The party which
claimed to represent public opinion in this

country, with the greatest unanimity declared
against the fundamental principle of that law
during its passage through the House. These
efforts, however, were unsuccessful, and tlie

bill was sent up to the Legislative Council,
where it was'amended so far as respects the
tinn in which it should .go into effect. The
moment that took place my position was en-
tirely changed. Whilst I could constitutionally
oppose its passage here I did so; but the in-

stant it became the law of tlie land, I was
bound as a member of the Legislature,
.as a member of the community of Nova
Scotia, to respect and observe it. (Hear,
hear.) There is no question that this res-
ponsibility rests even with greater force
upon the members of the government whose
duty it is to enforce the laws upon the statute
book of the country. Therefore my duty as a
.citizen, as a representative of the people, and
as a member of the Government is clear and
unqualified, and it is to respect the law as far
as lies in my power. I may endeavour to re-

peal it, but, as I stated on a former occasion,
i'rom the attitude taken by theLegislative Coun-
cil, I feel it would be utterly useless to make
any change in the fundamental principles of
the act on the statute hook. I feel it necessary
to state that whilst my opinions are to a large
extent unchanged with regard to the policy of
that measure—for if it were now under the
consideration of the House I would oppose it

as I did in the session of 1863*—under existing
circumstances I think the hon. member for
Halifax, on reflection, will see that the duty of
all of us is to carry out and vindicate'the
law, and that until we have changed it in a
legitimate manner we must bow to it as to any
other statute of the land.
Mr. Tdbjn—I think it will be found that I

have said nothing to controvert the doctrine
laid down by the hon. Provincial Secretary. I

stated that I was not surprised that the grand
juries refused to bring a law so obnoxious to
the people into operation. Am I not at liberty
to characterize that law or that bill rather by
any language that I may see fit? Why, it can
hardly be said to have become law as yet—it

never been enforced in this country.
Mr. Archibald—

T

he hon. gentleman knows
that it goes into operation this year.
Mr. Tobin—I am not surprised that the hon.

gentleman is warm on the subject of this pet
baby of his. I am afraid lie will have to pro-
vide a pap spoon for it before long, if he wishes
that it should grow up. It did not pass the
Legislative Council at the first session it was
introduced. It was laid over and was not al-

lowed to take effect until the general election
was over. Last winter it was taken up and a
clause inserted to bring it into operation, if

possible tins year. The House, I contend, has
a perfect right to deal with it, and should not
force upon the people a measure so obnoxious
to them. Let me add, that if any gentlemen
wish to destroy themselves politically in this
country, all they have to do, is to force it upon
the people.

ACT OP INCORPORATION.
Hon. Mr. Shannon presented a petition,

and introduced a bill, for the incorporation of
the Waverley Gold Mining Company,

P. O. CORRESPONDENCE.
Hon. Attorney General laid on the table

certain correspondence connected with the
Post Office at Truro. Also in reference to tlie

loss of a money letter in*the Antigonishe P. O.

BILL RELATIVE TO PUBLIC OFFICES.

H.Hon. Attorney General asked leave
to introduce a bill to

“ authorise certain Incor-
porated Companies to become sureties for pub-
lic officers.” Tbe bon. gentleman briefly ex-
plained that this bill was founded upon the
Imperial Act, and the object was, that incase
of contracts for the performance of public
services, instead of the Government taking
the individual bonds of the contractors this
Company undertook to guarantee the perform-
ance of the work. A branch of the Company
was in existence in Canada, and the object of
this application was to introduce the practice
into this country.
The bill was read a first time.

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
The Hon. Provincial Secretary, by com-

mand, laid upon the table the Report of the
Commissioners upon Indian affairs.

The report furnishes an abstract of blankets
and coats distributed amongst the Indians in
various parts of the province during the year
1864—772 blankets and 150 great coats. It also
contains an account of the debits and credits

—

balance in hand $169.23, reserved to meet fur-
ther applications this winter.
Annexed also is a statement showing receipts

for portions of tbe Indian reserves, sold to indi-
viduals who had settled upon and improved
them; also, sundry payments made from that
fund—leaving a balance in the treasury,
eluding interest to 31st Dec., $1067.83.
The commissioner refers to prospective sales

as desirable in some cases—and to the policy
which should be preserved, with reference to
the very large tracts of land, held as reserves
—with very little prospect of inducing the In-
dians to occupy and improve them,
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Hon. Mr. McFarlane thought the time had
arrived when some steps should he taken in re-
lation to the Indian Reserves, for, as they were
managed at present, they were of no benefit
either to the Indians or anybody else, except
perhaps to those who were engaged year after
year in stripping the lauds of the timber which
made them valuable. He believed that some
few instances occurred in Cape Breton where
the Indians had been induced to settle upon
those lands, but as a general thing they derived
no benefit from them. He thought that the
•Committee should enquire into the matter, and
•ascertain whether it would not be to the advan-
tage of the Indiaus to sell the lands and apply
the proceeds to their use. It was true that the
race which at one time caused so much excite-
ment in this country was rapidly disappearing,
still it was proper that the rights of those
that remained should be protected.

Mr. Donald Fraser agreed with *he mem-
ber for Cumberland that it was time that some-
thing should be done in this matter. In his
county (Pictou) there was a large number of
Indians, many of them in a state of starvation,
and he did not suppose there were more than a
hundred acres of Indian Reserves in the whole
county, while throughout the rest of tlie Pro-
vince there were large tracts. He thought that
in those counties where these lands wrere situ-

ate, and where there were but few Indians, the
lands should be sold, and the proceeds applied
for the benefit of the Indians in other counties.
He should like to be informed how the Indian
money was distributed, and in what proportion
it was received by the different counties.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane replied that it was
not distributed by Counties at all. He be-

lieved that the Commissioner had taken great
pains to ascertain where aid was most re-

quired.

Mr. IiONGLEY did not agree with the mem-
ber for Cumberland that the aborigines were
fast disappearing from the country. He was
informed by the Mic Mac Missionary that, so

far from that being the case, they were rapidly
increasing in number. In his opinion, the
lands should be retained for the use of the In-

dians. As long as they were valueless, nobody
took any interest in them; but the moment
that there was a prospect of making anything
out of them, there seemed to be a disposition

to deprive the poor Indians of any benefit to

be derived from them.

Hon. Prov, Sec. explained to the member
for Pictou, that accompanying the Commis-
sioner’s Report was a detailed statement shew-

ing the amount of blankets used, and to whom
given.

Mr. Blanchard said that the original ob-

ject of these reserves was to provide hunting
grounds for the Indians, but as the country be-

came more thickly settled they became useless

'/or that purpose, and the result was that the

Indians sold the timber to the white man, too

often, he was afraid, riot for the best purposes.

Every effort had been made in Inverness

(where there were large tracts of reserves) to

induce the Indians tp settle, but to no purpose.

And he was inclined tp think it would be more
tor their benefit to sell the land ^nd apply the

proceeds to their use, than to allow them to re-

imam as they are, of no use to anybody and ex-

posed to be plundered of the timber.

M. Colin Campbell said that complaints
had been made to him that the blankets issued
were too small.

CROWN LANDS, &C.
Hon. Pro. Sec., by command, laid on the ta-

ble the report of the Commissioner of crown
lands for the past year.
The report exhibits a large increase in the re-

ceipts over any former years. The gross sum
amounts to $38,398.70 for 1864, showing an ex-
cess over the previous year of $18,949.74. The
number of areas applied for was 97,383—exceed-
ing that of 1863—47852 acres. The expenditure
for the department during the year for surveys,
&c., in Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, including
returned monies on rejected petitions, amounts
to $14,635.75—giving the nett proceeds of the
year $23,763. The report is also acconfpanied
with an abstract exhibiting the number of acres
applied for by each county, and the amounts
paid respectively.
The Commissioner alludes encouragingly to

the evidences of prosperity which these returns
exhibit, and especially remarks upon the pro-
gress making in the Island of Cape Breton in
adjusting the lines and bounds of settlers, who
had many years since entered into possession
of lands without title. On this subject he re-

fers to a comprehensive report of Mr. Henry,
Commissioner for adjusting these difficul-

ties. From this report it appears that theie
have been 1673 lots surveyed, containing 237,204
acres—thus defining the lines and bounds held
by 1598 squatters—at a cost of about $4 per hun-
dred, and removing all future grounds of con-
troversy.
Both reports abound with various important

suggestions for facilitating the work of the de-
partment, and carrying out the views of the
Legislature in passing the act of 1859 for quiet-
ing titles in the Island of CapeBreton, and operi-

ing up new road* for the convenience of back
settlers. The value of the lands alreapy sur-

veyed under the act, amounts, at $44 per acre,

to $104,369, and a large amount of work is yet to

be done.
Mr. Caldwell presented a petition from

Glace Bair
,
asking for additional mail accom-

modation.
Mr. Miller asked the Government to lay on

the table of the house a return showing the
number of disputed applications for lands now
pending in the Crown Land Office, or before

the Executive Committee, with the dates of the

several applications, the names of the appli-

cants, and the counties in which situated.

Also, a similar return respecting disputed
applications for rights of search, leases, etc., in

the office of the Commissioner of Mines, or un-
der the consideration of the Committee of the
Executive Council.
Mr. Blanchard expressed the hope that the

members of the Government would read the

report of the crown land commissioner with
care before they came to divide the road mo-
ney, for they would find that in many parts of

Cape Breton where people, had settled who
were engaged in developing the resources of

the country, but small provision was made for

the road service.

Mr. Bourinot instanced, in illustration of

this, the state of the road in the neighborhood
of the important settlement of Gabarcms, and
said that it would scarcely be believed, yet

such was the fact, that, within a year or two,

thev had no means of communication with
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Sydney except over stumps and stones in a
road that could hardly be called a respectable
bridle-path. He could point to roads near Sal-

mon River in the same state; where for miles
and miles there was nothing but a mere path
by which the settlers could bring their produce
to market. It was unnecessary for him to en-
large upon the importance of these roads to

the settlers, especially as the markets of Cape
Breton had been so much extended, since the
introduction of foreign capital in the working
of the coal mines. And while he did not wish
to cast imputation upon any Government, he
could not refrain from expressing his opinion
that Cape Breton had never received her pro-
per share of the public monies.
Mn Locke thought that these people should

have settled along the St. Peter’s Canal, in-

stead of going into the interior, where they had
no roads.
Mr. Archibald said that last session he had

suggested that the large sum of £4,000, which
was granted to what was called the St. Peter’s
Canal, but what was in reality only a ditch,

should be devoted to the roads and bridges of
Cape Breton

;
but the members for that island

would not listen to him, and now they began
to realize the wisdom of his suggestion. In
reference to the settlemept of Crown Lands
in Cape Breton, alluded to in the Commis-
sioner’s report, he would remark that there
was a large tract of valuable land between
Salmon River and Stswiacke in somewhat a
similar position; and he would suggest to the
Government the propriety of having the
boundaries defined and the land disposed of.

Mr. Miller thought it strange that when-
ever a member from Cape Breton got up to de-
mand justice for that Island some other hon.
gentleman found it necessary to fling in his
teeth this grant to the St. Peter’s Canal. The
entlemen who were so fond of doing this had
etter inform themselves more thoroughly

upon the subject. Let them go to Cape Breton
and see the necessity that existed for this work,
and the great advantages that would result
from its completion,—and then perhaps the
house would hear less of these sneering allu-
sions to the claims of Cape Breton. Nor did
he, for one moment, admit that she had ever
received more than her due. When the large
amount that she annually contributed to the
Provincial revenues was considered, he thought
that it would be found that So far from Cape
Breton having enjoyed an undue share of pub-
lic patronage, she had never yet received that
consideration to which she was justly entitled.
Mr. Archibald said that he thought that

the disposition of the house had always been
to do justice to Cape Breton. Nobody had
said that she received an undue share of public
patronage, but there might be a difference of
opinion as to Whether the money expended in
the St. Peter’s Canal would not have been bet-
ter employed in developing the interior com-
munication of the county.
Mr. LeVesconte was glad that the St. Pe-

ter’s Canal had advanced a step in the estima-
tion of the hon. member for Colchester since
the last-session—then it was a “ hole,” now it

was a. ditch. That hon. gentleman considered
the money granted to that caual as money
thrown away. He little knew the importance
of the work. Gentlemen should remember
that this money had been granted because the
people of Cape Breton did not participate in

the benefits to be derived from the large sums
expended on railroad communication east and
west. He recommended gentlemen to wait un-
til the report of the commissioner upon this
work had been laid upon the table. He had
arisen principally to call attention to a portion
of the crown land commissioner’s report, which
referred to the settlement of fishermen upon
certain parts of the crown lands in Cape Bre-
ton, whom he termed squatters. Perhaps they
may deserve that title, but at all events some
of them, and their fathers before them, had
been settled on these lands for 30 or 40 years,

,

and he thought it a great injustice that these-
meu who Contributed largely to the revenues'
of the province should be called upon to pay
for the survey and grant of a small piece of
land, consisting often of not more than from a
half to two acres, as much as was paid for a
hundred acres in the interior of the country.
Mr. Blahchard agreed as to the injustice

of this system, and thought it was time it was
altered.
Hon. Atty. Geh. said that he had always

supported the grant to St. Peter’s Canal. He
did not think that Cape Breton had any right
to complain. She had always received her
fair share of public monies; and in the matter
of Crown Lands she was particularly favored
over Nova Scotia Proper Any person in that
island could obtain a grant and have four or
five years to pay for it, which was not the case
anywhere else.

In allusion to the remarks of the member for
Colchester, the Hon. Attorney General ac-
knowledged the importance of having these
Crown Lands laid out, and roads made so as
to encourage settlers. Some amendment of
the law would probably be required, whereby
the young men of this country could obtain
grants upon the same terms as were now held
out to emigrants; for surely it was a wiser
policy to endeavor tp keep the young men at
home than to allow them to go abroad, as they
were now doing, to settle in other countries.
Mr. Locke said that it always jarred upon

his feelings to hear the members for Cape Bre-
ton constantly talkingpf the injustice they re~-
ceived, and especially about the St. Peter’s ca-
nal. The House had j ust been told that that
grant had been made as an equivalent for the
benefits other counties had received from,, the
railroads. He should like to know how mueh>
more benefit Shelburne derived from those
works than Cape Breton. If that wasjthe prin-
ciple adopted, he presumed his application for
aid to the road from Shelburne to nAnapolis
was safe.

He agreed with the member for Richmond,
(Mr. LeYesconte,) that it was exceedingly un-
just that the fishermen should have to pay so
large a sum to secure their rights. This should
be remedied.
Mr. Bourinot said that he would not have

referred to the question of the distribution of
the road monies, as he did not consider it the

' proper time to do so, had it not b<mn for
the statements of the hon. Attorney General
that there had always been a disposition to do>
justice to Cape Breton. Such was not the case.
Cape Breton had never received justice, and he
much doubted whether even the Attorney Ge-
neral himself was always inclined to give it to
her. The hon. member for Shelburne complain-
ecfthat the members for Cape Breton were con-
stantly urging her claims. They Were obliged



20 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

to do so, in order that justice might he done,
and even then they did not always receive it.

—

They did notfdemand any favors, all they asked
for was simple justice. He held under his hand
the subdivision of the road grant of the last
session, and what did he find ? That although
Cape Breton stood third in the scale ofcounties,
as regards population, extent of territory, and
resources, she was ninth as regarded the divi-
sion of the grant. Even Lunenburg had re-
ceived more consideration. Was this right or
just? He asked for no favors— he simply
wished CapeBreton to be placed upon the same
footing as the other counties of the Province,
and it was to obtain this that he was obliged so
frequently to raise his voice in her behalf.
Mr. Tobin was glad to hear from the Atty.

Genl. that justice would be done to Cape Bre-
ton. It had never yet been the case. If it had
the St. Peters Canal would have been comple-
ted long ago. It was now 15 years since it had
been commenced, and he hoped that a suffi-

cient sum would be provided in the estimates
to ensure its completion. While upon these
matters of public works, as he saw the Com-
missionerofRailroads in his place he would like
to know whether the Government intended to
provide for the construction of the Railroad to
Annapolis this year. He would be glad if the
state of the public revenues would allow of
the construction of both these great works.
He had always looked upon the St. Peters
Canal as a most important undertaking, and
had invariably given it his support. He was
pleased to find a gentleman from the West
filling the position of Chief Railway Commis-
sioner, and he presumed that now justice
would be done to the West as well as the East.
He did not like to hear of complaints of injus-
tice from any quarter. It should be the object
of lion, members to meet out equal justice to
all, and so far as he was able he had always
been ready to assist members from distant
counties in everything he thought deserved
public support.
Mr. Kaubback said that as attention had

been directed to the County of Lunenburg, lie

deemed it his duty to stand up for her rights.

He did not understand these sneering allusions
to the county he had the honor to represent,
and he would not allow any disparaging re-

marks to pass unchecked. That county, he
did not hesitate to say, stood second to none
n the Province, as regarded population, re-

sources, or extent ot territory, and he would
take that opportunity of stating that he did
not conceive that she had ever received her
fair share of the road money. He had risen
principally to resent the contemptuous man-
ner in which allusions had been made to his

county which he could not allow to pass un-
checked.
Mr. Longrey said that it would be rather

premature at that time, to enter into particu-
lars as to the Annapolis Railroad ; when that
subject, and the St. Peters Canal came proper-
ly before the House, he should express his sent
timents.

'

Mr. Bourinot said—Let the people of An-
napolis take pattern from Cape Breton—there
they build their own Railroads and develop
their owu resources, without asking for public
aid.
Mr. Churchirr said that he hoped the im-

portant subject of opening up the crown lands
of the Province would receive greater attention

at the hands of the government, than had pre-
viously been the case. He had frequently
urged the necessity for some improved system
being adopted but without snccess.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said that there was great

force in what the hon member for Richmond
had said as to the injustice of demanding the
same amount for grants of small areas as for
large tracts. He hoped that the Committee
on Crown Lands would take the matter into
their consideration and bring it before the
House.
The House adjourned until 3 o’clock on Mon-

day.

Monday, 20th Feb.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

MISCERRANEOUS.
Mr. Bourinot introduced a bill to amend

the act incorporating the International Coal
Mining Company. Also, bill to incorporate
Clyde Company. Also, petition of Marshall
Bourinot and Hugh McLeod, junior, in refer-
ence to opening a harbour at Mire, and a bill in
accordance with the prayer thereof. The two
former bills vrere read a second time, and re-

ferred to the Committee on Private Bills.

Hon. Fin. Sec. introduced a bill to incorpo-
rate the Acadia Coal Company, which, on his
motion, was read a second time, and referred
to Committee on Private Bills.

The hon. gentleman also laid on the table
certain Petitions on Postal Matters which were'*
referred to the Committee on P. O. in accord-
ance with the practice of the House.
Mr. Branchard presented a petition from

Inverness favorable to Assessment for the
support of schools. Also petition asking for de-
lay in the question of Confederation.
Mr. Cowie presented a petit ion from Port

Matoun, Queens Co., against the school act.

He also handed the following petitions to the
Financial Secretary—one from the inhabitants,

ot Liverpool asking for a light house at Little
Hope; another from the inhabitants of Port
Medway, and Mill Village, for a special grant
for a road in the northe n district; a third from
Mill Village, praying for a grant to construct a
public landing.
Mr. LeVesconte asked leave to present,

and refer to committee on navigation securities,

the petition of Rev. James Ross, &c., of Grand
River, in reference to the deepening- of the en-
trance of the river ; but as it asked for a money
grant, it was not received, but referred to the
Financial Secretary.
The same hon. gentleman also called atten-

tion to a petition from the inhabitants of Bar-
rasois, praying for assistance in removing a
bar from the river; also to another from S'..

Martell, mail carrier, praying for additional
compensation.
Mr. Pryor presented a petition from D.

Hallisay, of Beaver Bank, asking for compen-
.sation in connection with a wood contract
with the railway department. In arcordance
with the practice, it wa» referred to the rail-

way committee.
Mr. Shannon presented a petition from

several parties in Lower Prospect against the

practice of trzfwl fishing. Referred to fishery

committee.
Mr. Branchard presented a petition from

persons at Little Mabou, &c., asking for the

jiassage of a law on the subject of setting
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nets. He thought a general law ought to be
framed to apply to the whole province.
Mr. S. McDonnell, hoped that steps would

be taken to carry out the prayer of the peti-

tion, as it dealt with a matter deserving of the
serious consideration of the House.
The petition was referred to the committee

on the fisheries.

Mr. Blanchard introduced a hill to incor-
porate the Virgin Lodge of Freemasons.
Mr. P. Smyth handed to the Financial Se-

cretary a petition from the inhabitants of Mal-
lagawash asking for aid to open a boat canal
to River Denis Basin.

THE REVISED STATUTES.
Hon. Attorney General stated to the

House that he had the pleasure of informing
them that the Revised Statutes were now pub-
lished, and in the course of a few days
would be ready for distribution. He stated
that he had looked over the work, and consid-
ered it most creditable to all those concerned
in getting it up. He alluded especially to the
valuable character of the Index that had been
prepared after a great deal of trouble, and con-
sidered it would compare favorably with simi-
lar works in any part of America. He also
stated that he would lay the copy he held in his
hand on the table for the consideration of gen-
tlemen, and that in a few days it would be
declared the law of the land.
Mr. Caldwell was glad to see the hon.

Attorney General so prompt in laying on the
table of the House the new Revised Statutes,
which he enquired for a few days ago, and only
'trusted they would meet the requirements of
the country. While up he would ask the hon.
Attorney General did the government intend to
furnish the magistracy of the province with a
copy of the new book gratis. It was well known
to the House that the two last editions were
purchased by the magistrates heretofore, and
be was of opinion it would be unfair to
make them pay for legislative errors which no
doubt had caused the revision of the present
volume.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said that to carry out

the proposition of the hon. gentleman would
incur a very large pecuniary outlay.
Mr. Archibald was understood to allude

to the hurried manner in which some of the
statutes had been passed last session, and to
the probability that some mistakes might be
found in this work notwithstanding all the
pains taken with it by the gentlemen to whom
it had been entrusted. He thought that, per-
haps, the work might be referred to a commit-
tee of the House for their consideration.

Mr. Blanchard said that one or two tri-

fling incongruities might be found in the work
arising from gentlemen having introduced
amendments to a statute without having
considered the whole as it was before.
The gentlemen to whom the work was en-
trusted did not feel at liberty to interfere with
what the Legislature had done. Most of the
Incongruities would be found in the Magistrates
Act, which had been a subject of much dis-
cussion in the House for several years past.
He expressed the feeling of the Committee as
to the valuable assistance afforded them in the
preparation of the work by the late Mr Chas.
Harrington, Q. C. He also alluded to the care
exhibited by the printer throughout in the pub-
lication of the Statutes. The work would be

found not only to contain the General Revised
Statutes, but the legislation of last winter as
well. He trusted that the House and coun-
try would bear with any trifling inaccuracies
that misrht be found in the work.
Mr. Bourinot alluded to the opposition

which the bill he had introduced to extend the
jurisdiction of Magistrates had met from mem-
bers of the legal profession in the House.
The House, however, last year having ap-
proved of the principle of the bill, the hon.
leader of the opposition promised to do his ut-
most to perfect its provisions. The hon.
gentleman who was now judge in Equity
also gave a promise to the same effect. There-
fore if the bill was not as perfect as it should
be, no one was to blame except the gentlemen
of the bar themselves

Mr. Miller asked if it was the intention of
the Government, this year, to bring in
a bill in reference to the collection of
debts by Magistrates as the hon. Mr.
Johnston had -stated last session that he
would move in the matter. He did not think
the hon. member for Cape Breton could take
much credit to himself for this bill, but that it

was obnoxious to a majority of the people. If
its provisions were to be carried out by men of
integrity and knowledge, he would not say
anything, but the magistracy contained men
who were a disgrace to it.

Mr. Bourinot said that the same thing could
be said of the legal profession.
Mr. Miller did not deny that such was the

case, and went on to say that the hon. gentle-
man would find that the credit he appeared in-

clined to take for the bill was altogether pre-
mature. He did not consider that the hon.
gentleman was entitled to any consideration
from members of the legal profession in the
House, after his frequent attacks upon them.
Mr. Bourinot said that it was amusing to

notice the air of patronage which the hon.
member invariably assumed when he addres-
sed the House. He was satisfied that the
country was quite content with the measure—
so much so, indeed, that he felt inclined to
bring in a bill to increase the jurisdiction to
fifty pounds.
Mr. S. Campbell said that the present dis-

cussion was altogether premature, and asked
for information as to the quantity and price
of the edition of the R. S.

Hon. Attorney General stated that he
would willingly lend his aid to perfect any
bill in reference to the matter spoken of by
the hon. member for Richmond. He hoped
the day was not far distant when the whole
body ofmagistrates would be relieved from the
duty of collecting debts and some more satis-
tory machinery provided than was now in
existence. In answer to the question put by
the hon? member for Guysborough, the hon.
gentleman stated that it was proposed to
strike off two thousand copies, and that the
price would be $2 each. He also thought that
any magistrate who did not provide himself
with a copy, would not be treated very harsh-
ly if struck off the roll.

Dr. Hamilton alluded to the former edi-
tions of the Statutes, and to the necessity that
arose continually for making amendments in
them. Looking at the experience of the past
he was inclined to believe that the country
would never have a satisfactory edition of the
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Statutes until they were prepared by laymen
in connection with members of the legal pro-
fession. He trusted, however, that the present
work would be found as satisfactory as was
anticipated it would be by the hon. member
for Inverness.
Mr. Blanchard did not mean to convey

the impression that the work was perfect, but
he could say that it was the result ot a great
deal of labor. It would be remembered by the
House that the hon. member for Kings, for a
few days last session, professed a great desire
to assist in the revision, but he soon got tired
of the work. The hon. gentleman would not
deny that in his own profession of medicine,
new works were continually coming out, and
new modes of treatment suggested.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that to refer the work

to a committee as suggested by the hon. mem-
ber for Colchester would be tantamount to
making another revision. He hoped if that
were done, they would turn their attention to
an act which was at present giving the govern-
ment a good deal of trouble—that is the chap-
ter on “ Public Instruction.” (Laughter.)
The subject then dropped after a few words

from Mr. Archibald and the Attorney Ge-
eral.
SEPARATE SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PEOPLE.
Mr. John Campbell presented a petition

from a number of colored inhabitants of
Queen’s County asking for separate schools.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that he was glad that

this petition had come from the colored people
themselves; for it alluded to a matter well wor-
thy of the consideration of the House of As-
sembly.

confederation.
Mr. Pryor presented two petitions from the

county of Halifax praying that no action be ta-

ken in reference to Confederation until the
wishes of the people have been expressd at
the polls.

RAILWAY TO SYDNEY.
Mr. Shannon reported up from Committee

on Private bills, the bill to incorporate Sydney
& Louisburg Railway Company, with amend-
ments. One obliges the Company to pay
up 25 per cent of the stock, and another re-
quires them to hold their meetings of Directors
in this province.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said, in reference to the last

amendment, that the committee appeared to
have introduced narrower restrictions than
the bills of incorporation passed last ses-
session.
Mr. Botjrinot said that the other compa-

nies in Cape Breton had the right to meet in
United States as well as in this province, and
he did not see why the present company
should be restricted in the way proposed.
Mr. Archibald thought it would be invi-

dious to place such a restriction upon the pre-
sent company.
Hon. Mr. Shannon said that the committee

were unanimous on that point, understanding
that difficulties bad occurred under the pre-
vious bills. The gentlemen interested in the
bill, however, had not been consulted in refer-
ence to the matter.

. Hon. Pro. Sec. thought it would be advisa-
ble for the Committee to ascertain from these
gentlemen their views on the subject, and
suggested that the hon. Mr. Shannon do not
report the bill up Until the Committee en-
quired in reference to this point.

Mr. Tobin was iuclined to favour the
amendment, and expressed his opinion that
the 25 per cent, on the stock should be paid in
Nova Scotia currency, not in greenbacks.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane pointed out certain

provisions in the bill which might be consider-
ed to protect sufficiently individual interests
in this province, and stated he did not think
the amendment proposed at all necessary.
Hon. Atty. Genl. was opposed to obliging

these gentlemen to hold their meetings in this
Province. The Mining Association, it would
be remembered, held their annual meetings in
London.
Mr. Blanchard stated that the 25 per cent

would of course be payable in our currency,
and not in greenbacks.
The question then dropped—the bill not

being finally reported up.

answer to enquiry.
Hon. Pro. Srcy. laid on the table the reply

of the Commissioner of Railways to the ques-
tion asked by the hon. member for Guysboro’
with the papers relative thereto.

CORRESPONDENCE ON CONFEDERATION.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table correspon-

dence relative to the Union of the Colonies,
which were read by the Clerk.
In answer to a question by Mr. Locke, the

hon. Prov. Sec. stated that these despatches
embraced everything that was of importance
in connection with the subject of Confedera-
tion.

ENQUIRY.
Mr. McKay asked the Government to lay .

on the table of the House the Engineer’s Re-
port of the survey made last summer of the
several lines for the New Glasgow Railroad,
and shew cause why Mr. Laurie’s line has
been abandoned, and a longer line of no better
grades and curvatures adopted; also, the
length and estimate ofcost of constructing each
line. The hon. gentleman expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the line that had been
adopted.

DISCUSSION OF THE UNION QUESTION.
Mr. Miller enquired whether it was the in-

tent ion of the government to discuss the
question of the Union of the Colonies at an
early day, or whether it was intended to give
due notice.

Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that- the go-
vernment had no disposition to press the sub-
ject hurriedly upon the consideration of the
House, but due notice would be given them
when it would be brought fibrward. In the
meantime he had directed extra copies of the
correspondence to be printed, so that the mem-
bers would have ample opportunity to inform
themselves upon the subject.
Then the House adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Tuesday, Feby. 21st, 1865.

House met at 3 o’clock.

RAILWAY AND MINING COMPANIES.
Hon. Mr. Shannon, from the Committee

on Private Bills, reported up the Bill which
he bad withdrawn on the previous day, to in-

corporate the Sydney and Louisburg Railway
Company, as originally introduced, l. e

,
giving

the Directors power to hold their meetings
either in this Province or the United States.
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Also a Bill to incorporate the Caledonia Coal
Mining Company; and a Bill to incorporate the
International Coal and Railway Company;
and the Clyde Coal Mining Company, with
some verbal amendments.

MILITIA ENQUIRY.
Hon. Prov. Secy., by command, laid on

the table the reply of the Adjt. Genl, to the
question asked, on a previous day, by the
member for Digby, (Mr. Colin Campbell).
[Mr. Camj)beli had asked the Government

to inform him as to the reasons why Captain
James Stewart, of Clave, Digby County, could
not get the sum of $30, recommended by the
Committee of the House, on the 29th April
last. The reply of the Adjt. Genl, was to the
effect that, not having been specially ordered
to do so by the Commander-in-Chief, to whom
he was immediately responsible, he had not
felt it his duty to pay the amount.]

Mr. Colin Campbell said that he was not
at all surprised at the nature Of the answer
given. It was just what he had expected;
and one reason he had in bringing the subject
forward, was to ascertain whether there was
a power superior to that of the Legislature.
He thought it was quite time that the govern-
ment should take the matter in hand, and let

the Adjutant General know that he must obey
the House. The facts of the case were simply
these : Captain Stewart being almost the only
commissioned officer of the militia in Clare at
that time, received orders from the Adjutant
General to enrol the men. He at first declined,
being physically incapacitated from doing
much work

;
he received a second letter, and,

if he mistook not, a third, insisting upon his
acting; and, finally, thinking he was obliged
to do so, he performed the duty, which took
him thirty or forty days

;
and he had never

received a sixpence to this day for his services.
He (Mr. C.) had placed the matter before the
Adjutant General, but no notice was taken of
it; and he had finally brought it before the
committee of the House, who had reported in
favor of Capt. Stewart receiving $30. And,
although that report had been regularly adop-
ted by the House, the money had not yet been
paid. It was quite time the House and the
country understood the position they stood in
as regards militia matters. And it was with
that view he now brought the subject up.
Hon. PrOV. SEc. was not surprised that the

member, for Digby should feel strongly upou
this subject as there was no doubt that the
case presented was a strong one—and the par-
ty did not seem to have received that consi-
deration he was entitled to. He thought
that some of the delay might have occurred
from the change in the personages who filled

the position of Commander-in-Chief. He re-
membered having brought the subject to the
notice of the late Administrator of the Go-
vernment, and he certainly thought that the
money had been paid. There appeared to be
some incongruities in the system, and there
were some points raised by the Adjutant
General which were worthy of the considera-
tion of the committee on militia affairs. He
trusted that that Committee would take mea-
sures by which this liability, which was justly
due, should be discharged.
Mr. Miller had a claim of a somewhat si-

milar character, but could receive no satisfac-
tion whatever.

Mr. Colin Campbell reiterated his opinion
that it was necessary that some change should
take place in the militia system. The Govern-
ment would have to take a deeper interest in
these matters.
Mr. Stewart Campbell always felt an-

noyed when the deliberate action of the house
upon any matter was set at naught by any-
body. The authority of the house should be
supreme, and it was the duty of every one
to see that its directions were carried out.
This case presented peculiar claims for
the consideration of the House. An
individual had preferred a claim for
remuneration for his services, which was
referred to a committee of the House who had
reported in favor of its being paid. He (Mr. C.)
considered that the moment that was done,
there should have been no further delay in the
payment. He did not know the circumstances
of the applicant

;
but it might have been a case

in which the delay in payment might have re-
sulted in great inconvenience and loss. If the
Adjutant General was so particular and care-
ful as to exceeding his authority, he would like
to know how that officer ventured to telegraph
to parties in the country inviting them to at-
tend a Militia Court in this city, and to state
that their expenses and they themselves would
be paid. He (Mr. C.) had examined the law
under which this Court was professed to be
held, and he had no hesitation in saying that it

contained no authority whatever for holding
such Court, nor for paying a single penny for
its expenses. If the Adj’t. Genl. was so much
influenced by the fear of exceeding his author-
ity in the one case, he should be equally cau-
tious in the other.
The matter was referred to the militia com-

mittee. *
BTLLS AND PETITIONS.

Mr. Bourinot asked leave to introduce a
bill to amend the act to incorporate the Glace
Bay Mining Company—read a first time.

PETITIONS.

Mr. Blanchard presented a petition pray-
ing aid to construct a bridge over Margaree
River, accompanied by a subscription list.

Mr. Stewart Campbell presented a peti-
tion from inhabitants of Indian Harbor, for
additional mail accommodation; also from
inhabitants of St. Mary’s River, for aid to
remove obstructions from the river; also from
the inhabitants of Guysborough, against the
proposed federation of the colonies.

RAILROAD LIABILITIES.

Mr. Churchill said that as he observed
the hon. Attorney General in his place, he
would like to ascertain, what progress the
Crown officers had made in enforcing the pay-
ment of the sum of /$400,000, which the city of
Halifax had assumed voluntarily by the act
of 1853. He considered that this was a ques-
tion that the province of Nova Scotia was
deeply interested in, and he was at a loss to
understand the backwardness various govern"
ments had exhibited on this important subject.
He thought it was quite time that this ques-
tion should be brought to an issue, and that
the people should be no longer kept in sus-
pense in reference to the payment of this sum.
He held in his hand the act, which he would
read, shewing that Halifax is liable by law
for this sum.
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The hon. gentleman read the section of the
act, and said that, at that moment, the Sheriff
of the County of Hants was adopting extreme
measures to enforce the payment of the tax
for the light of way of the railroad, and the
excuse given by the people for non-payment,
was that Halifax had failed to carry out her
pledges. It was true that Halifax had paid
for the right of way, but that in comparison
with what the people of Hants had to pay,
was nothing. He had advised his constituents
not to pay, until the City of Halifax had ful-

filled her obligations
;
and he thought it was

quite time that the sum should be paid. He
hoped that before the Pictou Railroad was
under contract, that the Annapolis road would
be commenced; and he trusted that this go-
vernment would live to see it completed.
There seemed to be a determination on the
part of every government but this, to keep
themselves in power by any means, but this

government seemed to be drifting about they
did not know where. He thought that the
people of Halifax did not do themselves much
credit in refusing to pay this sum, and he
hoped that the Crown Officers would take
steps to bring the matter to a speedy issue.

Hon. Attorney General explained in re-

ference to the delay that had occurred, that it

was only shortly before the sitting of the Court
in April last that he had been appointed to the
office he now held, and as it was a question of
some magnitude, he did not feel that he would
be doing justice to it if he brought it on then.
His absence from the Country in Canada
upon public business had prevented him from
bringing it before the Court in October—but it

was his intention to prosecute the matter at
the next sittings of the Court. He did not
thhak, however, that much had been lost by
delay. Any one conversant with the matter
was aware that the reason given for the repu-
diation of this debt was, that the contract with
the city had not been fulfilled. He would not
say whether this was a legal objection or not

—

but rightly or wrongly the citizens say that
they assumed the liability upon the faith that
the road would be carried to Pictou and the
Gulf of St. Lawrence on the one side—and to
Victoria. Beach and the waters of the Bay
of Fuuday on the other—and that this had
not been done.—If the road was carried in

those diiections the only objection raised by
the city would fall to the ground and in equity as
well as in law she would be bound to pay the
sum. i^s regards the refusal of the people of
Windsor to pay the tax for the right of way on
the ground that the area taken for the station
was larger than required, he would remind the
member for Hants that the government taking
tV at into consideration had sold a part of the
farm at Richmond and had applied the proceeds
towards the payment of the ground atWindsor.
The government had endeavoured to make
the collection ofthese rates as easy as possible,
but the sheriff had reported that when he had
levied upon property nobody would bid upon
it at the sale. He was sorry that the. Hon.
entleman had advised his constituents so
adly, as however, wrong the City of Halifax

might be, that was no excuse for the County
of Hants refusing to pay its obligations.
Mr. Archibald said that the late govern-

ment had endeavored to collect these rates at
Windsor, and had ordered the Sheriff, in case
no person would bid for the articles levied

upon, to take them to another place for sale,
which was done in one case. He regretted
the position assumed by tlie| member for
Hants, for whatever blame might be attached
to Halifax, that did not exonerate Hants from
her just obligations. The government should
take prompt measures to enforce the law, for
no government was worthy of the name that
allowed the law to be set at defiance. As re*
gards the city of Halifax he had always felt
that she ought honorably to discharge her ob-
ligations. The late government had put the
matter into a shape to enforce its collection,
and he hoped that the present government
would take early measures tD obtain a judi*
cial decision upon the question.
Mr. Tobin said that hon. gentleman seemed

to think it popular to make an attack upon
the city of Halifax. Now, as regards this
quest on, he would remark that he thought it

exceedingly wrong to raise this discussion at
that time, inasmuch as> the matter was before
the Court; and until a decision was given, he
thought that nothing should be said to preju-
dice the case. He might state, however, that
nothing had ever been done by the city of Ha-
lifax, in its corporate character, to bind it to
the payment of this money. It would be quite
time for hon. gentlemen to charge her with re-

pudiation, when the proper tribunal had deci-
ded that she was liable.

PETITIONS.
The hon. gentleman presented a petition

of William Carroll, of Beaver Bank, wko com-
plains that his lands had been taken for rail-

way purposes, without his having received
any compensation. The petition was referred
through the Finl. Sec’y to the Railway Com-
missioner.
Mr. Chas. J. Campbell presented a petition

from the Fishermen of Cape North, complain-
ing of the trawl fisheries. Also, from Donald
Cameron, an aged teacher, for a free grant of
land. Also, from the Superintendent of St.
Paul’s Island, for aid for the support ofa school.
Mr. Blanchard said that it had been deci-

ded to place St. Paul’s on the same footing as
Sable Island.
Mr. Ross said that when that took place, he

had asked for the same regulations to be ex-
tended to Scattarie. He would like to know
why that was not carried out.

CAPE BRETON AFFAIRS.
Mr. C. J. Campbell also presented a peti-

tion from Angus Smith and others, asking aid
for making an artificial harbour on the North
shore; also from R. McLeod, ferryman at Big
Bras d’Or, for additional aid

;
also from Archi-

bald McDonald, on the same subject; aiso from
Angus McLeod and others, residents on Hun-
ter’s Mountain, complaining of grievances in
relation to charges made for crown lands.

—

The hon. gentleman explained that under the
provisions of the act of 1859 for quieting titles

in Cape Breton, the government were author-
ized to appoint commissioners to value these
lands and report to the Government. The pe-
titioners complain that their lands have been
valued too highly and pray that the sum they
are required to pay should be reduced. The
late government (the hon. gentleman continu-
ed) had sent a creature from Halifax to extort
the last shilling from the people, and some of
them had to sell the last cow to pay what was
demanded. The present government had not
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carried out the intention of the law; and the
petitioners pray to have their grievances re-

dressed. While upon his feet he felt it his duty
to allude to a matter of somewhat delicate na-
ture. He believed that the object in hav-
ing an official reporter to the house was
that the country might obtain correct in-

formation as to what was going on
so that public opinion might be brought to

bear upon the action of members of the house.
If that was not the case, they might as wrell go
back to the old council of twelve, and sit with
closed doors. He was sorry to say that the
object contemplated had not been carried out;
and he should like to know whether the gov-
ernment put their hands upon the reporter and
directed him what to publish and what to re-

press; or whether he was influenced by those
whose conduct might be under the review of
the house. He was induced to make these ob-
servations in reference to a case of great im-
portance which he had brought before the
house last session, in connection with the
mines at Glace Bay, which involved the inte-
grity of a subordinate officer of the govern-
ment; and, although the matter was fully
debated, to his utter astonishment not a word
of it appeared in the reports. If the reporters
were to be influenced by the government, or
those whose conduct was under consideration,
they had better go back to the old system, and
let each newspaper give its own Version of
the proceedings. The reporters should report
everything verbatim, and they were not to
judge of what should go to the country or
not. He had just as much right to have
his remarks reported as the Attorney Gen-
eral or anybody else. The hon. gentleman
complained in conclusion of the undue
preference which he statKl was given to fo
reigners in regard to application for coal mines
—and alluded to the sharp practice pursued by
government officials in altering dates to favor
certain applicants.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that if the hon. mem-

ber for Victoria entertained the suspicion that
the government used any influence with the
reporters to suppress the debates, he was glad
that he had given expression to it, as it afford-
an opportunity of giving an unqualified
contradiction to it. Since the house had en-
gaged the services of official reporters the go-
vernment had not used the slightest influence
over them, and had given them no directions
save to give as full and correct an account of
the proceedings as was possible. And he had
especially impressedupon them the necessity of
giving prominence to those gentlemen who did
not often address the house, when they brought
forward subjects in which they or their consti-
tuents were personally interested. It had been
found impracticable to carry out the system of
verbatim reporting to its fullest extent, as it

would be impossible to find room to publish
the reports in that form. He regretted that the
debate referred to had been omitted, but he
presumed that it had occurred in consequence
of the advanced period of the session when it

had taken place, and the great length to
which the debates had grown during a very
protracted session. As far as the government
was concerned they had no wish to prevent the
fullest publication of their action upon any
subject. He believed that the 4)ase of which
Mr. Campbell complained was one of Borne
hardship, but he thought it was more the result

of accident than design. While upon thejsub-
ject of reporting he would say that any one
who took up the debates of last session must
allow that the service had never before been,
brought to such a state of efficiency, and he
thought that the way in which the work had
been performed was exceedingly creditable to
the officer who had charge of that important
department. There was another subject to
which allusion had been made by the member
for Victoria and he was sorry to perceive the
tone in which it was done. He referred to the
introduction of foreign capital in developing
our resources. With the exception of that hon.
member and a few others, there was no doubt
that we were indebted to the skill, enterprize
and wealth, of foreign capitalists, in opening
up the resources of our country, and so far
from regarding them with feelings ofjealousy,
he was disposed to meet them in a generous
spirit, and to afford them every assistance in
carrying out their views, as regards the impor-
tant act for quieting titles in Cape Breton, he
would say that there had been every
disposition on the part of the late Government
and present to carry it out in its integrity, and
he thought that they were not open to the
charge of dealing illiberally with Cape Bre-
ton in the matter. Under the act every dollar
that was received from the sale of these
Crown lands instead of going into the general
revenues, was expended upon the roads in the
section where the lands were situate. Not
only was the Act liberal in its spirit, but it had
been liberallv carried out.
Mr. Archibald regretted to hear such ob-

servations as had fallen from the hon. member
for Victoria. He was sure that there had been
no desire on the part of any one to do the hon.
member any injustice, and he was sorry to
hear him state, on the floors of the House, his
opinion that subordinate officers of the Govern-
ment could make deliberately false statements.
He (Mr. A.,) was sure that whatever mistakes
had occurred were merely the result of ac-
cident. When the hon. gentleman undertook
to speak in reference to this matter in the
strong terms he had used, he was acting in a
manner unworthy of him. With regard to
Cape Breton, he believed that both parties in
the House had always been inclined to do that
island justice. It had been, indeed, favored, in
respect to' land, in a way that Nova Scotia had
never been treated. In Cape Breton, after dis-
putes had arisen m respect to boundaries, &c.,
an officer was sent down by the Government
to settle the difficulties, and instead of requir-
ing that the money for the lands should be paid
immediately, three years were given for pay-
ment. He thought that a most essential bene-
fit had been conferred upon the island by the
steps that had been taken to carry out the law
assed in the session of 1859. The officer who
ad been sent to Cape Breton had been able to

settle a great number of claims that would
have been otherwise a source of trouble for
years to come. He could not feel that it was
right, then, for gentlemen representing Cape
Breton to come up and endeavour to create the
impression that there was any attempt to do
an injustice to Cape Breton. He thought that
the hon gentleman, in the remarks he had
made, had been influenced by the feeling that
he had suffered a personal injury, but he was
quite sure that the House itself, in the decision
it had given last year had been guided by a

4
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spirit of fairness. A committee, however, had
placed the facts before the House, and it was
in the power of the hon. member to revive a
discussion on the subject, if he desired it.

Mr. Miller stated that he had been chair-
man of the committee in question, and con-
sidered it his duty to say injustice to an absent
officer that the remarks which had fallen from
the hon. member from Victoria, in the heat of
the moment, were not altogether warranted by
the facts of the case. The committee had
closely investigated the charge made against
the department, and came to the conclusion
that therewas no evidence adduced that the mis-
takes in reference to the dates were other than
the result ot accident. He thought, however,
that it would have been advisable if the debate
had been published fully; but he did not for a
moment attribute to the officer in charge of the
reports any improper motives. He presumed
that it had been found necessary to omit the
debate in consequence of a press of matter
which was considered by the reporter of more
general importance. Every one in the House,
he was sure, would bear testimony to the im-
partial manner in which that officer had al-

ways endeavored to discharge the duty en-
trusted to him.
Mr. C. J. Campbell said that if he had had

an opportunity of bringing up the conduct of
the officer in the Crown Lands the verdict
given would have been very different. The
committee, it would be remembered, were not
judge and jury. He considered that he had
been quite justified, under all the circum-
stances of the case, in censuring the conduct of
the officer in question, for no man in his sound
senses could have altered facts and figures in
the way they were in the case in question. If
that officer were capable of such conduct, then
he was not fit for the position he held. .As re-

spects the Act of 1859, it Would be seen by
reference to its provisions that it had not been
strictly carried out. Commissioners, in each
county were to be appointed, who were to re-

port to the Government the value of the lands
that were not granted, and the amount real-

ized in their sale was to be expended for the
benefit of Cape Breton; but notone dollar had
been spent as yet. Instead of getting credit
for this act, he had been actually blamed for

passing what was injurious to fene people. The
reason why it was so considered wan, that it

was not carried out as it should have been. In
conclusion, the hon. gentleman denied that
Cape Breton had been more favored than Nova
Scotia. The fact was, that in many cases the
people had been called upon to pay forland for
which they had already paid.
Hon. Fin. Secretary said that if it were

true that a person was called upon to pay for
land twice, then a manifest in,ustice was com-
mitted, but he was sure that the act iu question
never contemplated any thing of the kind.

—

The operations of that act were intended to be
of benefit to Cape Breton, and he considered it

was entitled to the praise, rather than the cen-
sure ofgentlemen. At the instance of the Le-
gisture the period of payment for these lands
had been actually extended from three to five

years. Surveys had been made, titles perfect-
ed, limits defined, and all disputes settled, and

J

>ersons holding the land had five years to pay
or them. And more than this, the net pro-
ceeds arising did not go into the treasury for

the general benefit, but were set apart for the

opening up of new roads in Cape Breton. In
respect to the other matter referred to, he be-
lieved that the hon member for Victoria had
not received that justice to which he was enti-
tled, though he did not think that the omission
to report the debate had originated from any
desire to injure the hon. gentleman. He thought
that if the question had been fully repqrted, it

might have the tendency to prevent similar
mistakes occurring in the future. It was right,
however, for him to add that as far as his own
knowledge went, the head of the Crown Lands
Department was|alwavs anxious to do every-
thing in his power to discharge his duty faith-
fully.

Mr. S. McDonnell said he could not agree
with hon. gentlemen as to the advantages Cape
Breton received from the act in question. It
had been insinuated by some hon. gentlemen
that the inhabitants of Cape Breton enjoyed
the profit of the money paid for these lands
themselves. This wag the first time that the
matter had been brought to his notice, and he
was determined that the country should know
what amount of money had been enjoyed by
Cape Breton. He would therefore request the
Government to lay on the table information in
respect to the amount paid into the Treasury
from the four counties of Cape Breton under
the act in reference to the settlement of titles

in Cape Breton
;
also a return of the amounts

expended in the island in pursuance of the 10th
section of that act, and for what purpose.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that the law provi-

ded that the inhabitants of Cape Breton were
entitled to have the net proceeds expended in
the island. If the money had not been expend-
ed, the island was certainly entitled to it.

Mr. Blanchard said that in the book he
held in his hand (fh#hew edition of the Revi-
sed Statutes) it would be seen that the law pro-
vided that Nova Scotia should exactly enjoy
the same privilege as Cape Breton with regard
to the laying out ofigrown lands hereafter. The
crown lands, under the 2Gth chap., were to be
laid off in 100 acre lots, and the amount derived
from their sale laid out in the opening of roads
through these tracts. The act applied to the
other settlors in the country as well as to emi-
grants. He thought the money alluded to by
his colleague should be expended as provided
by the law.
Hon Fin. Secretary said it would be found

that as yet there were no net proceeds to be
expended. The law provided that the parties
holding the lands should have three years to
pay for them, and that perhxl had been subse-
quently extended to five. When this term ex-
pired then Cape Breton would be able to ob-
tain the expenditure of the money iu the man-
ner proposed. At present Cape Breton was
actually indebted, he thought, to Nova Scotia
for the expenses incurred in settling the dis-
putes, making surveys, &c., in the island.
Mr. LeVescoNte said that he must protest

against the supposition that the act in ques-
tion had been of any advantage to his county.
If it had notfbeen passed individuals occupy-
ing lands on the coast and harbors in Richmond
could have gone to the Crown Lands depart-
ment, and obtained a grant of 100 acres for ten
or twelve pounds. As it was, however, a com-
missioner had gone down to Cape Breton, and
the result was that parties had to pay as much
for a small lot, perhaps only an acre or half an
acre, as for the larger amount of 100 acres.
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Mr. Miller stated that he had been glad to

hear the Provincial Secretary say, the other
day, that it was not fair that the parties
alluded to should have to pay as much for

small as for large tracts. He thought that if

there was any class of men who were entitled

to the consideration of the House, it was the
fishermen

;
and that it would not be going too

far to give them free grants of land. Other
classes of the people "received much assist-

ance from the Legislature, and it was only
right to give some direct encouragement to

the valuable class engaged in the fisheries of
the Province. He was on the Crown Lands
Committee, and intended bringing this subject
under their consideration.
Mr. Blanchard hoped that the hon. mem-

ber would not forget the claims of the people
in the county of Inverness.
Mr. Archibald said that he acquiesced in

the justice of the remarks made by the hon.
member for Richmond in reference to the small
tracts of land in question. He must express
his opinion, however, that the island of Cape
Breton had been dealt with in a spirit of
liberality. He also believed that the hon.
member for Inverness labored under a mistake
as to the law he had referred to. Any man in
possession of a tract of land in Cape Breton
had not only the right of priority of applica-
tion, but could obtain it on remarkably easy
terms,—in fact, having five years to pay for it.

Parties in Nova Scotia proper received no
such advantage.
Mr. Bourinot would like to hear from the

hon. member for Colchester whether Cape Bre-
ton had been placed on an equal footing with
Nova Scotia proper in regard to governments
and other matters.
Mr. Archibald would say that it had al-

way s been the desire to deal with Cape Breton
in a spirit of generosity and fairness.
Mr. Bourinot wouid like to ask the hon.

gentleman a question on the subject.
Mr. Archibald preferred not being inter-

rupted, and asked the hon. gentleman if he
wished to excite sectional jealousies in this
country. He thought the hon. gentleman would
be entitled to more credit, and would possess
greater weight, if he recognized the spirit which
it was desired to exhibit in reference to the
island in which he professed to take so deep
an interest. He did not like to see these con-
tinual attacks made upon the legislature, and
jealousies excited. He was glad to see Cape
Breton exhibiting so many signs of progress
and prosperity, and felt confident if was the
desire of all to do everything that could pro-
mote her interests;

Mr. Bourinot said that he merely rose to
state that he was not to be drawn into a pre-
mature discussion of a topic in which the people
whose interests he represented were so deeply
concerned. It was his intention to reserve his
observations to a future day, when he hoped to
be able to prove conclusively from the public
records, and from actual facts, that he was
perfectly justified in the position he had taken
in reference to Cape Breton. When the pro-
per occasion arrived, he hoped to be able to
make out a case that the island had not re-
ceived that full justice to which she was en-
titled. Passing by this question, therefore, for
the present, he would merely say that he
wished to inform the House that the Provincial
Secretary had permitted the use of the library

for the purpose of exhibiting the plans and
surveys of the proposed railway to Sydney
and Louisburg, which had been prepared
under the superintendence of eminent en-
gineers.
Hon. Mr. Shannon would be glad when

the field day promised by the hon. gentleman
arrived, so that this Cape Breton question
might be disposed of in some way or other.
He contended that Cape Breton was only a
part of Nova Scotia—was a mere geographical
term; and that it was injurious to the public
interests for gentlemen to endeavor to excite
these sectional jealousies. He instanced the
position assumed by O’Ccnnell in the Home
of Commons as proving the evils that arhe
from the agitation of sectional prejudices,
Mr. Miller said that the members for Cape

Breton would not allow the member for Col-
chester or Halifax to dictate what course they
might think it proper to adopt in reference to
matters affecting that island. The hon. mem-
ber for Colchester stated that Cape Breton was
getting attentive consideration from the Legis-
lature, but would he answer how was she get-
ting it? She was obtaining it only through the
urgent appeals and representations of her re-
presentatives for j ustice on her behalf. If they
did not continue that course, she would never
obtain that consideration to' which she was en-
titled. It was a very easy matter for gentlemen
to be lavish in compliments to Cape Breton,
and to express a desire to advance her inter-
ests; but the people of the island would prefer
actions rather than words. Did not the House
know that whenever the subject of the St. Pe-
ter’s Canal came up, -some hon. gentlemen
could only refer to it with sneers? In
fact, the name of Cape Breton could hardly
ever be mentioned in the House without some
contemptuous allusion being made in reference
to her by gentlemen from Nova Scotia proper.
But the hon. gentleman said—See what a dis-
position was exhibited to do justice to Cape
Breton in connection with the bill to construct
a railway to Sydney! An act of incorporation
was asked for, and, because the House did not
refuse it— did not refuse to allow persons from
abroad to invest money in this country for the
development of resources at which our own
people looked askance,’the people of Cape Bre-
ton were to be congratulated on the spirit of
fairness that actuated the Legislature in refer-
ence to her interests! He would tell the hon.
member for Colchester that Cape Breton had
never received from the House that justice to
which she was entitled; but he thought he saw
some indications, not only on the part of the
Government itself, but members generally, to
treat her differently henceforth. The hon.
member for Halifax had alluded rather unfor-
tunately to the case of Ireland, for O’Connell,
no doubt had much reason for complaint. It
was a very easy matter for Halifax to feel satis-
fied^—Halifax for whose benefit a line of rail-

way had been constructed at the expense of
the Province—Halifax, which by . her public
meeting in Temperance Hall, had led astray
public sentiment on this question of railways,
which now pressed so heavily upon the extre-
mities of the country—Halifax, which now so
dishonorably repudiated her responsibility in
these very works. It was very well for gen-
tlemen for the benefit of whose constituency
the Province had been saddled with a,

heavy deb, to say to outsiders, Be content
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and excite no sectional feelings. Let the
honourable member for Halifax, and other
gentlemen agree to do justice to Cape Breton,
and he would not be troubled with the appeals
of her representatives in her behalf; but until
this was done, they would never cease to raise
their voices in assertion of her claims.

Mr. Tobin said that if there was any coun-
try in the world that was enjoying remarkable
prosperity it was Nova Scotia, including Cape
Breton. He did not believe that there was any
reason to say that any part of the Province had
been unfairly treated, and thought that the
whole difficulty had arisen from the fact of
there being no member from the Island of Cape
Breton in the Government,
Mr. Bourinot denied emphatically that

such were the motives that influenced the
members from Cape Breton.
Mr. Tobin said that the prosperity of Nova

Scotia and Cape Breton was identical, and
hoped no sectional jealousies would be excited.
He was sure that any just claims Cape Breton
had would, when urged, be acceded to, and
that whenever an opportunity offered shewould
be represented in the Government.
Mr. S. MacDonnell said that the assertion

of the hon. gentleman only originated, as he
admitted, from his imagination, and not from
any facts within his knowledge. He did not
think that there was any such spirit actuating
the members from the island, and he believed
that if they wished to be represented in the
Government, a vacancy would soon be made.
He did not approve of gentlemen making
such a wholesale onslaught upon Cape Bre-
ton, because her representatives were urg-
ing her claims. As far as he was concerned,
nobody could say he had ever been found
doing more than his duty in the matter. If,

when the estimates came down, it was found
Cape Breton was not fairly dealt with, then
there would be a proper occasion to go at
length into the discussion of her claims.

Mr. C. J. Campbell said he did not think
that the Government occupied such an en-
viable position that any man should be de-
sirous of being connected with it. He alluded
to the unsatisfactory condition of the main
thoroughfare in Cape Breton, and went on to
express a wish that her representatives would
continue to urge her claims to more considera-
tion than she had hitherto received.

Mr. Kilbam said that the exhibition which
had just been made would give some idea of
the scenes that would continually occur in the
General Parliament if the scheme of Confede-
ration were carried out,

Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that he would only
say, that if the voice of our 19 members in the
General Parliament would be as potent as
those of the Cape Breton representatives were
now in the Assembly of Nova Scotia, he was
perfectly satisfied with the position and influ-

ence this Province would have in the event of
Confederation.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Hon. Mr. Shannon presented a petition from
tho inhabitants of Upper Prospect, asking for

the establishment of a semi-weekly mail.

Mr. D. Fraser presented a petition from Pic-

tou in reference to a light.

Mr. Jost presented a petition, and a bill in

accordance with the prayer thereof, to change

the name of certain places in the county of Lu-
nenburg; also, a bill to legalize assessment in
the county of Lunenburg.
The House then adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Wednesday, 22nd. Feb.
The House met at 3 o’clock.

petitions, &c.
Hon. Prov. Sec., laid on the table corres-

pondence relative to the Lieutenant Governor’s
cruise last summer to the Eastward.
Mr. Blanchard presented a petition from

Long Point, Inverness, against the School Act.
Hon. J. McKinnon presented 21 petitions,

signed by 1600 persons in the county of Anti-
gonishe against the schme of Confederation.
Mr. Tobin presented the petition of the Mic

Mac Gold Company complaining of injustice
in reference to the forfeiture of certain claims

;

referred to Committee on Mines and Minerals.
Mr, Caldwell presented a petition from

Cape Breton against Confederation.
Mr. J. McKinnon presented four petitions

from Antigonishe on the subject of the School
Act. Also 2 petitions numerously signed, by
persons in Antigonishe, Guysboro, and Ari-
chat, respecting a road that is in contempla-
tion between Port Mulgrave and Tracadie.
Mr. Cowie presented a petition from Mill

Village, asking for the repeal of the present
School Law.
Mr. Ross presented a petition from St. Ann’s

against Union.
Mr. Miller presented the petition of 600 in-

habitants of Isle Madame, against the propos-
ed Union.
Mr. Blanchard introduced a bill to incor-

porate the Central Mining Company.
Mr. Churchill presented the petition of P.

Cuuningham and others of Windsor, and a bill

in accordance with the prayer thereof, in refer-
ence to the incorporation of the Commercial
Bank.

Mr. Bill presented a petition, largely
signed by inhabitants of Kings, against the
School Law. He stated that this made the
seventh petition he had presented, and that he
would not take any action on the subject until
the bill the Government had in contemplation
was before the House.
Mr. John Campbell presented a petition

from Benjamin Johnston praying for supplies
for a bridge

;
another for a road to improve

the Milton River
;
and a third for repairs on a

house and barn, on the road between Anna-
polis and Queen’s county.

financial statement.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table, by com-

mand of His Excellency, the annual trade
returns, together with the public accounts
connected therewith, and then went on to give
the following digest of their contents:
In connection with these returns, I may say

at the outset, I have great pleasure in being
able to congratulate the house and country on
the very great increase of trade during the
ast year to which these papers refer. Per-
aps at no time in the previous history of the

province has the same rapid development in
every branch of commerce been exhibited.
Not only has our natural resources been de-
veloped in every section of the country—not
only do we see a great improvement in our
coal and gold mines, but all our branches of
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trade show unusual activity. These returns
exhibit, among other things, a comparative
statement of the value of imports entered at
each port for 1863 and 1864. The imports,
when we compare them, shew a remarkable
state of increase in the trade and prosperity
of the country. In 1862, the imports were
$8,445,042; in 1863, $10,201,391; in 1864, $12,604,-
642. The revenue derived from the imports
up to Sept. 30, 1864, exhibits also a marked
and steady increase. Here let me say that
the house will understand that in consequence
of an order of this house the financial state-
ment exhibits the general trade up to the
30th of Sept., and therefore includes only
nine months of 1864. I shall be able, however,
before I close the few remarks which I
intend to make, to exhibit a pretty accurate
statement of the whole revenue receipts of the
year up to 31st December.
To continue, the imports were $12,604,642.

Excise and Customs duty for the nine months
of 1864, was $692,818.70, against $564,956.56 in

1863, being an increase of $127,860.14. The
light duty, within the same period, shows an
increase of $7,712.65—the amount in 1863 being
$28,163.20, and in 1864, $35,875.85. The Imports,
it will be perceived from these papers include
trade in various parts of the world, and I have
endeavored to classify them in as small a
compass as possible, giving the countries from
which the imports came. In 1863, the importa-
tions from Great Britain were $3,875,693, and
in 1864, $5,407,843, or an increase of $1,550,150.
From the British American Colonies, the
amount in 1863 was $1,216,621, and in 1864,

$1,189,066, or a decrease of $972,445. From the
British West Indies, the amount in 1863 was
$286,280, and in 1864, $440,767, or an in-
crease of $154,487. From the United States
the amount of imports in 1863 was
$3,857,765, and in 1864, $4,303,026, or an in-
crease of $445,261. From this it will be seen
that the apaount of imports from the States
this year is about one million of dollars less
than that from Great Britain. The amount of
importations from other countries, reaches
the sum of $1,263,950, or an increase of $298,118
over 1863. Adding the amounts I have given,
you get a sum total of $12,604,642, against $10,-
201,391 for 1863, or an increase of $2,403,251.
The exports from the country exhibit some-

thing like the same ratio of increase. In 1863
the exports were $6,546,488 against $7,172,816
in 1864, showing an increase in favour of this
year of $626,328. The amount, however, does
not show all the exports sent out of the country,
but it is as near the exact sum as it was pos-
sible to shew1 with the information at hand.
It is noteworthy, however, that all through
these returns, inaccurate as they seem in some
respects, there was evidently a regular and
consistent increase. In 1863, the exports to
Great Britain were $320,340, and in 1864, $330,-
523, or a slight increase of $10,183. It is hardly
possible, I think, from the nature of things,
that that sum represents the total of the pro-
perty exported to the mother country from
Nova Scotia. If it were true, then, we would
have something like $1,500,000 to pay for in cash
or exchange. The exports to the B. A Colo-
nies was in 1863, $1,854,643, against $1,707,717,
or a decrease of $146,926 in 1864. To the B. W.
Indies in 1864 it was $1,899,031 or an increase
of $184,675 over 1863. To the United States in
1863 we exported $1,869,772, and in 1864, $2,-

446,770, or an increase this year of $576,998.
So that it will be perceived we export much
more largely to the States than to any other
country in the world. To other countries we
exported in 1864, $788,775 against $787,377 in
1863, or an increase of $1,398. Hence the total
amount of exports is $7,172,816 or an increase
of $626,328.

It is not necessary that I should go through
all the items in the returns, but I may state
that gentlemen on looking over them will per-
ceive that a change has been introduced which
had been instituted under the direction of the
gentleman who last year so ably filled the
position I now occupy. It makes a distinction
in the entries, stating the duty on the total
imports, and that portion of our importations
that actually paid duty—that is the goods en-
tered for home consumption. There is also in
connection with the trade returns a financial
statement, giving among other things a general
return of the warrants drawn on the treasury
during the nine months ending the 30th Sept.

;

an abstract of articles imported into and ma-
nufactured in this province, on which duty
was collected during the same period

;
a gene-

ral abstract of the returns of the excise duties
collected at the different ports of the province:
a comparative statement of the amount of
excise duties collected at the different ports; a
comparative statement of the quantities of
articles subject to duty imported into, and ma-
nufactured in this province; a comparative
statement of the amount of excise duties col-
lected on articles imported into, and manufac-
tured in this province; a comparative state-
ment of the amount of light duty.
Then comes the Receiver General’s account

to the end of the financial year, showing a bal-
ance in hand of $225,150.96. On the Customs
and Excise duties there is an increase of $127,-
860.14; on light duties of $7712.65; on the rail-

way revenue of $15,126.57
;
on the gold fields of

$14,984.33; on the Crown Land Revenue of
$13,200.10

;
on the Post Office Receipts of $5,-

868.00—making an increase from these sources
for 9 months of $184,751.79. There are other
items in connection with our public resources
which manifest an equally decided improve-
ment in commercial relations. The royalty up-
on coal, for instance. I have been unable to get
a detailed statement of the 12 months of 1863
and 1864, but have been obliged to content my-
self with the first nine months of the latter
year. The royalty upon coal in the 12 months
of 1863 was $36,001.19; in the 9 months of 1864,
it was $37,867.10, or an increase of over $1800.
The Hospital for the Insane gives in the nine
months of 1864 $14,894.96, against $17,420.31 in
the 12 months of the previous year. The licen-
ses to search for and work mines was $5,040.00
in 9 months of 1864 against $1,690.00 in the
whole of 1863.
The Excise revenue as I have stated was

$692,818 70. As hon. gentlemen know this is

collected in shape of specific and ad valorem
duties. The ad. valorem duties in the period
of 9 months appear to have considerably in-
creased, whilst the specific have not in-
creased in the same ratio. The speci-
fic duties in 1863 including Excise duty on
Ale and Tobacco, amounted to $294,539 44,
whilst in 1864, they are $313,582 18, being an
increase of $18,042 74. The ad valorem duty
in 1863 was $269,419 12 against $379,236 52 in
1864, or an increase of $109,817 40
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The large amount of specific duties arises
from a very few articles. The total amount
collected is $313,582 18, of which $274,448 80 is

derived from five or six articles. For instance
spirits of all kind yield $130,101 44, or an in-

crease of $17,287 04 over 1863. Wine, $16,019
30 or an increase of $4280 14. Brown Sugar,
$39,459 48 or a decrease of $1032 05. Molasses,
$32,271 80 or a decrease of $3287 77. Black
Tea, $45,327 06, or an increase of $3558 54. To-
bacco, $9125 90 ;

Ale and Porter $3951 42 ;
Ale

and Porter manufactured in this country $2162
40. And the balance on all other articles pay-
ing specific duties is $39,163 40.

I may here allude to a very valuable export
—namely, gold. The receipts for the 12 months
of 1864 is 20,018 oz. against 14,000 oz. in 1863.

This amount calculated at $18 per oz., or less

than the actual value, gives $360,324. I think
this sum might be added fairly to the exports
of the country. There is another branch of the
exports of the country which we value highly
as a maritime people—that is, the shipping. I
am happy to say this interest shows a most
gratifying progress. I shall now give a

—

Comparative Statement of Vessels entered In-
wardsfor 1863 and 1864.

NO. TONS. CREWS.

1863,

6,038 712,939 46,064

1864,

6,621 853,389 45,9*9

Increase, 583 140,450 925

Comparative Statement of Vessels cleared Outward
for 1863 and 1864.

NO. TONS. CREWS.

1863,

5,705 719,915 44.952

1864,

5,853 776,460 41,357

Increase.... 148 56,545 3,595
(Crews being less.)

Comparative Statement of Vessels Registered to
30th September, 1863 and 1864.

ESTIMATED
NO. TONS. VALUE.

1863,

3.539 309,554 $8,965,959

1864,

3,748 364,864 11,388,873

Increase.... 209 55,310 $2,422,914

Comparative Statement of New Vessels Registered
in 1863 and 1864.

NO. TONS, VALUE.

1863

207 46,862 $1,962,814

1864

304 73,038 2,948,304

Increase 97 26,176 $985,490

I shall not endeavor to give a perfectly ac-
curate account of the revenue up to the begin-
ning of the present year, but I have compiled
statements which, I think, will enable the
house and country to obtain a pretty close
approximation to the actual state of our finan-
ces. I have already stated that the excise and
customs duties up to the 30th Sept, was $692,-
818.70. The same duties up to 31st December
reach $999,309.55, or within a shade of one mil-
lion—showing an increase on the year of
$137,320.24. The increase on the light duty
is, $8,001,45; on the railway, $19,122.44; on the

f
old fields, $11,356.33; on the Crown lands,
19,008.74; on the post office, $8,032.90; l esti-

mate the increase upon the coal fields at $15,-
000. The total royalty of twelve months of
1863—including the Secretary’s Office fees

—

was, $41,933; for the nine months of 1864 it is

$40,778.35. Therefore, I estimate the increase

over the whole year at $15,000. These items I
have given embrace all the legitimate subjects
of revenue receipts. I have not included the
hospital for the insane, or the board of works,
for I could not get a reliable statement from
that department. From the services to which
I have referred we derive an increase on the
public receipts of the country of $217,844.10 as
compared with the previous year.

I have no doubt that these facts I have la’d
before the house, in as succinct a form as pos-
sible, will be viewed with great satisfaction
by every gentleman, whatever his political
leanings and opinions may be, and that he
will congratulate himself on being able to give
so gratifying an announcement of the satisfac-
tory financial condition of the country to his
constituents. And I can only add, in conclu-
sion, that we are making rapid strides in all
the elements of wealth,—and that the people
of Nova Scotia enjoy, at the present moment,
not only an amount pf material prosperity,
but also of happiness, in connection with all
their affairs, that is not surpassed by any
other country in the civilized world.

Mr. Blanchard : Has the Financial Secre-
tary it in his power to give a statement of the
localities from which the royalty on coal is

derived? It is not given in previous years.
Hon. Fin. Sec. : I can afford the information

at once.
Mr. Blanchard: I would like to know

whether there is anything in the returns to
enable the House to arrive at the true quantity
of the goods actually entered for home con-
sumption.

Hon. Fin. Sec. : An improvement in refer-
ence to this matter has been carried into effect.

Looking at the Trade Returns, you see the
value of goods entered for home consumption,
and affording a comparison with the total
amount of imports; but these returns are not
as perfect as they might be in this particular.
In the entries in the Custom House-, they have
not observed that correctness which would en-
able us to separate with anything like perfect
precision the articles entered for home con-
sumption. I trust, however, to be able to make
a change in this respect hereafter. I may
state it is utterly impossible to give the total
value of exports in bond. I suggested when
I entered the House first, whether it would not
be advisable to obtain something like an accu-
rate value of our exports

;
for the information

given in the annual returns was not as full by
any means as it ought to be. I do not think
there would be any impracticability in making
the required improvement in this essential
particular. It must strike every one that ex-
ports such as shipping should euter into the
Custom House.
Mr. Locke.—The same pains should be

taken to give in the exports of ships sent for
sale. The Canadian returns are very careful
to give that important branch of industry.

Hon. Pro. Sec.—You can arrive at the fact;
you know the amount of tonnage last year,
and the amount of new ships built, and of
those added to the registry.

Hon. Atty. Gen.—There is a great deal of
difficulty in getting the information asked for.

There is a large amount of property shipped
in this country which is never entered at the
custom house. Parties should be forced to
give correct returns.



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 31

Mr. Tobin.—The question asked by the hon.
member for Inverness is very pertinent. Some
of the articles we import are warehoused, and
others again not. We import a quantity of fish

from Newfoundland; it is re-exported. Then
again there is salt which is re-shipped to New-
foundland. A large quantity of other goods is

also re-exported to the neighboring provinces.
These goods are actually in the exports and
Imports, and it is very difficult to find out in
the trade returns what is the real consumption
of the province of Nova Scotia. I have turned
my attention to this subject for some time past
and I arrived, by the calculations made, at the
conclusion that about two and a half millions
were re-exported from this country. If any
means could be arranged by which our trade
returns would give a true estimate of the goods
that would be re-exported a great benefit
would be conferred. As respects the small
amount of exports to Great Britain, I am not
surprised. Except timber, peltery, and a few
other things, we have little to send them.
Sometimes, when the market affords it, we ex-
port sugar and molasses.
Hon. Prov. Secy.—There is the shipping to

be added to the amount of goods exported.
Mr. Annand.—Our trade returns, though

improved in some respects, by no means com-
pare favorably with those of"New Brunswick
or Canada. I know, from my own experience,
that we cannot expect to have the returns as
perfect until there is more assistance in the Fi-
nancialSecretary’s office. If I can help the
hon. gentleman in making an improvement in
this particular, I shall be most happy to do
so.

Hon. Prov. Sec.—

T

he ehief difficulty arises
in the outports of the country, and not in the
office of the Financial Secretary.
Mr. Annand.—As long as the Financial

Secretary is at the head of the revenue depart-
ment, the responsibility must be thrown upon
him. It is somewhat important to know exactly
our imports. Some system ought to be initia-
ted by which we can arrive at all the informa-
tion required.
Hon. Prov. Sec.—One great difficulty has

arisen from the impossibility of getting dupli-
cate returns from importers. If that were done,
our trade-returns would be much more perfect.
Mr. Ross.—The Government have an officer,

whose duty it is to inspect the several offices
throughout the country, and he might insist as
to the returns that were necessary. I know
that there is no disposition on the part of any
controller or customs officer to withhold any
returns that are requisite.
Hon. Atty. Gen.—The difficulty lies deeper

than gentlemen think. I know that in my own
county cargoes of cattle are sent away without
being cleared at all. The hon. member for
Victoria will also bear testimony to this faci

.

Mr. Ross.—There is nothing of the kind now
in the county of Victoria.
Hon. Atty. Gen.—Well, it was the case

sometime ago. Unless there is some more
stringent rule carried out, by which parties will
be obliged under penalties to have the property
cleared out. you cannot arrive at an accurate
estimate. In Canada, in many things, they
only make an approximate estimate, I believe.
Hon. Fin. Sec.: There is a great deal of

force in what the hon. member for Halifax has
stated with regard to the want of sufficient as-
sistance in the Financial Secretary’s Office.

The present trade returns are an evidence of
the work that is now thrown upon the office;
in consequence of certain improvements that
have been introduced, the size of the book is
nearly doubled. This shows that the amount
of labour has also equally increased.
The house then went into Committee and

passed the Sydney and Louisbourg Railway

A Bill to incorporate the International Coal
and Railway Company,—and a Bill to incor-
porate the Clyde Coal Mining Company, were
passed through the Committee, after which
the Committee adjourned and the House re-
sumed.
Mr. Annand asked the Government for a

return of all correspondence, if any, since the
first day of January, 1863, between the Execu-
tive Government and the Imperial authorities,
respecting the Militia and the Military and
Naval Defences of Nova Scotia.
Mr.King presented a petition from Douglas

against Confederation.
Mr. Hatfield, a petition from Israel Hard-

ing, for a patent for a new system of tanning.
Dr. Brown, a petition from King’s County,

against the School Act, and two petitions from
the same county against Confederation.
Mr. Ray, a petition from Wilmot against the

School Bill.

Hon. Mr. Shannon, a petition from the
Wesleyan Conference in reference to Dalhousie
College.
Also, a petition from the Union Engine Com-

pany, and an act to incorporate them.
Hon. Prov. Secretary laid on the table of

the house the Receiver General’s Railway ac-
counts for the past year.
Mr. Churchill, a petition from Newport for

aid, for the erection of a public wharf.
Mr. Hill, a petition from the inhabitants of

Hants County, on the subject of the Railway
rates.
Mr. Miller presented a petition from the In-

habitants of Carriboo Cove and River Inhabi-
tants, on the subject of the protection of the
fisheries and the necessity of some regulations
for the setting of nets at Port Hood Island.

—

Also a petition for the Rev. Mr. Gerroir and a
number of other Inhabitants of Little Arichat
praying for aid to improve the harbor. The
hon gentleman called attention to the impor-
tance of this subject and trusted that it would
receive favourable consideration at the hands
of the government. The petition states that
some 7 or 8,000 tons of shipping is owned at
that place, besides a number of vessels in the
course of construction—owing to a beach hav-
ing been washed away, the harbor was not
capable of safely containing the quantity of
shipping that was in the habit of resorting
thither. The petition was handed to the Fi-
nancial Secretary.

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock to-mor-
row.

Thursday, 23rd Feby., 1865.

The House met at 3 o’dock.

miscellaneous matters.
Hon. Jas. McDonald presented a petition

from an aged teacher, praying for a free grant
of land.
Mr. Bill presented a petition, numerously

signed by the inhabitants of Lakeville, Kings’,
against the School Act; another from the in-
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habitants of West Cornwallis, and Aylesford,

for aid in building a wharf
;
and a third, to

enlai-ge the powers of trustees, and Governors
of Acadia College. Also a bill in accordance

with the prayer of the latter petition. He laid

on the table of the house the annual report of

the Baptist Education Society, and presented

a petition for the continuance of the grant to

Horton Academy.
Hon. Atty. Genl. presented a petition from

B. McNutt, of Truro, in connection with cer-

tain railway damages. Referred to Railway
Committee.
Mr. Blanchard presented a petition from

J. McLeod, a contractor on the Si. Peters’

Canal, a few years ago, who is under the im-

pression that he has been unfairly dealt with,

and asks for a hearing of a committee. It was
pointed out by several gentlemen that this

petitioner had been before the house several

times, for years back, and that a Committee
had already decided in respect to his claims.

Under these circumstances, the petition was
allowed to lie on the table until enquiry was
made Into this point.

Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from J.

Batesby, who had been for many years enga-

ged as mail courier in remote districts of Cape
Breton. He had been obliged for years to

carry the mail on his back, and from that

cause he has become so feeble as to be unable

to provide for the support of a young family.

He asks, therefore, for a free grant of land.

Mr. Blackwood doubted the propriety of

opening a 'door to old couriers as well as to

aged schoolmasters.
Mr. Bourinot was surprized to hear gen-

tleman from a county reported to be so hospi-

table as Colchester express a wish to shut the

door upon any one.

Mr. Ross knew the petitioner to be a worthy

1

Hon. PRO. Sec. doubted the propriety of the

House receiving the petition inasmuch as it

asked, to all intents, for a sum of money.
Mr. Bourinot ageed to refer the petition to

the Government.
Mr. Tobin presented a petition from a nnm-

ber of the merchants of Halifax praying for

the establishment of a light house at Little

^Mr. Locke, Mr. Churchill and Mr. Tobin
urged upon the Government the construction

of this light.

'Mr. Colin Campbell presented a petition

from S. Savory and others of Digby against

the present school law; also, one from G.

Holdsworth, etc., in the town of Digby, pray-

ing that the money received from licenses be
spent in the support of education instead of

the road and bridge service.

Mr. Bourinot asked the Government whe-
ther it was the intention to re-erect the light

house burnt down at Flint Island last year.

Hon. Pro. Sec replied that that matter was
under the consideration of the Government.
Mr. Kaulback presented the petition of

trustees of Baptist parsonage house and lot

a" North West, for authority to sell the same—
and to apply the proceeds to repairs of Baptist

meeting-house at that place. He also asked
leave and introduced a bill in conformity

with prayer of petitioners. Mr. Kaulback
also presented the petition of Dr. Alex. Lane,
asking compensation for land taken from him
for public purposes ;

and another petition from

same party for compensation for medical and
surgical attendance to a sick Indian. Mr.
Kaulback urged the favorable consideration
of the petitions, and they were handed over to
the Financial Secretary.

PILOTAGE IN PICTOU.
EH Mr. D. Fraser presented a petition from
the rate payers of School district, No. 25,
River John; another from the pilots of Pictou,
asking to be placed on the same footing as the
pilots of Halifax

;
and a third from the ship-

masters and owners in the townsjof Pictou and
New Glasgow, on the same subject.
Mr. Miller did. not approve of the demand

made by the pilots of Pictou. Because these
persons some sixteen in number, found that
they were not as largely remunerated as for-
merly, tli£y called upon the house to repeal a
law which had been passed last session by a
large majority. He could not sanction any
such proceeding as it would bear heavily
upon an industrious class of the community
off whom the pilots of Pictou were in the
the habit of making their liviDg.
Hon. James McDonald said that the pre-

sent was not the time to discuss the question,
but he could not refrain from stating his opi-
nion that the house could not fail, on a care-
ful consideration of the merits of the petition,
to grant its prayer. If the hon. member for
Richmond would take the trouble to look at
the petition accompanying that of the pilots,
he would see that their application came back-
ed not only by the whole of the influential
commercial and trading population, but also by
three important Insurance Companies. The
hon. gentleman also mentioned that he under-
stood, so impressed were the Insurance Com-
panies with the necessity of encouraging the
pilot institution, that they had gone so far as
to extend the period of insurance from the
first of November to the end of the season of
navigation, to those vessels that accepted
pilots inwards and outwards.

PETITIONS AND BILLS.
Mr. G. Brown introduced a bill to amend

the act to authorize a loan for the erection of a
court house and jail in Yarmouth.
Mr. Tobin introduced an act to incorporate

the Acadia Boot and Shoe Manufacturing
Company.
Mr. C. J. Campbell introduced a petition

from the inhabitants of Bedeque, asking for a
change in the mail route from Plaister Cove;
and one from the ferrymen of the Strait of
Canso, and a number ol others, asking for a
special grant for preparing a road leading
from the Strait of Canso to the main road.
These men offer to perform 25 days labour on
the road, if the Government will only spend
fifty pounds.
Mr. Miller said that the piece of road is

much wanted.
Mr. S. Campbell stated that the piece of

road, though actually in the county of Guys-
boro’, was actually of no use to it; it was rath-
er for the advantage of Cape Breton. He
hoped, however, it would receive the favorble
consideration of the Government.
Mr. Blanchard said that it was half a mile

of road in the county of Guysborough in reali-

ty though of no actual necessity to it. That
road had been made by the county of Inver-
ness aided by a few pounds on one occasion
fromjthe county of Sydney. He hoped it would
be placed in the special grants this year.
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Mr. Miller pointed out the location of the
road. In winter persons were obliged to go up
the bill of Porcupine, and get up in that way.
Mr. Bourinot, Mr. Caldwell, Hon. Attorney

General, Mr. S. McDonneil, Mr. LeVesconte,
all briefly pointed out the difficulties that at-

tended travellers in the locality in question,

under existing circumstances, and the necessity
for some improvement
Mr. Blanchard introduced a hill to incor-

porate a Presbyterian Church at Middle River
n connection with the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces.
Mr. Jas. Fraser introduced an act to incor-

porate the New Glasgow Marine insurance
Company.

TAX UPON DOGS.
Hon. Attorney General presented a pe-

tition signed by inhabitants of Antigonishe,
praying for the passage of a law imposing a
tux upon dogs. If such a law had been found
useful in Halifax, lie took it for granted that it

would be also equally beneficial in the country.
Mr. S. Campbell thought that chap. 109

new re^ ised statutes which says that the ses-

sions, upon the recommendation of the Grand
Jury, shall make regulations for the taxation
of dogs, was quite sufficient.

Hon. Atty. Gen., had not given the matter
much consideration as he had only j ust received
t he petition.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane alluded to the great
amount of damage done by dogs in destroying
sheep.
Mr. Kaulback questioned the advisability

of imposing a tax upou farmers for these ani-
mals, so useful in many respects. He thought
there was already law enough on the subject
in the statute book.
Mr. Parker considered it 'was quite time

that some action was taken in regard to these
dogs.
Mr. S. Campbell presented a petition from

inhabitants of St. Mary’s, praying for the re-
moval of obstructions in the river. Also, the
petition of G. W. Scott, praying for additional
compensation as mail carrier.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane presented a petition
of J. Black and others, Pugwash, praying for

the inodification.of the school law.
Mr. Miller presented a petiti >n from Mr.

M. Kavanagh, of St. Peter’s, in reference to a
claim which he considers he lias for certain
services rendered in connection with the mili-
tia. Mr. Miller stated that he had reason to
believe that the petitioner had performed the
duties to which he referred, and that he was
one of the most energetic men they had in that
part of the county where he lived.
Hon. Jas. McDonald stated that he would

send the petition to the Adjutant General.
RAILWAY LIABILITIES IN WINDSOR.

Mr. Blanchard presented a petition from
the township of Windsor, setting forth that a
number of inhabitants had paid their railway
rates, whilst a large proportion had not done
so. Petitioners view this as an hardship, and
ask that the House should return their rates to
them. They are, however, content that the
money should remain in the treasury if the
rates are enforced in the case of all equally.
Hon. Prov. Sec. stated that he was glad to

be able to state that the difficulty that bad ari-
sen from the refusal of parties to pay these
rates was in a fair state of adjustment. He
understood from the Attorney General that

u

S3

day that he had received information from
the Sheriffof the county, who had been instruc-
ted to go forward and enforce the law, that
parties were commencing to find that their pro-
perty would be bought. Every effort would be
made by the Government to enforce the law.

MILITIA AFFAIRS.
Mr. More presented a petition from Trad

.

Benjamin, an officer of militia, complaining
that he had been unfairly treated.
Dr. Brown said, he was acquainted with tho

circumstances under which the petitioner made
his complaint, and was of opinion that Mr,
Benjamin had not been fairly treated. He was
a very respectable and intelligent officer in the
same regiment of which he (Dr. Brown) was
surgeon ;j[and lie had the reputation of being a
good and efficient officer. He complained of
having been degraded without cause. He (Dr.
B.) did not know where the fault lay, but it did
seem to him that impartial justice had not been
done. He, therefore, hoped the House would
allow this petition to be investigated by the
committee on militia affairs.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that thr Commander-
in-Ohief appointed officers in connection with
rules of seniority and qualification

;
cceteris pa

ribus
,
seniority alone prevailed. He thought

that the petitioner si.ould have first gone to the
responsive o 'fleers connected with the militia,

before coming to the house. If Hie reply he
obtained was not satisfactory, then he could
state his case to the Legislature.
Dr Brown said that he had understood Mr.

Benjamin to say that he had applied to tho
Adjutant General, but had received no satis-

faction. Mr. Benjamin was a most intelligent
man, and perfectly conversant with the course
he ought to pursue.
After a few desultory remarks as to the re-

ception of the petition, it was referred to the
militia committee.

PETITIONS AND BILLS.
Mr. C. J. Camrbell presented a petition

from Cape Breton and Victoria complaining
that the Mining Association, in the line struck
at the time of the settlement of the Mines and
Mineral question, obtained a larger area in
Boulardrie than they were entitled to.

Mr. Caldweil said that this matter had in
1863 been before the Mines and Minerals com-
mittee, and Mr. Hendrey had been questioned
in reference to it. The Mining Association had
no objection to have the lines run over, blit he
did not think that they had obtained a larger
area than they were entitled to. He believed
that Mr. Brown’s son performed the service;
and he (Mr. C.) was inclined to believe that it

would be found, if the lines were run over, that
there was no ground whatever for the com-
plaint made by the petitioners.
Mr. Robicheau presented a petition from a

number of the inhabitants of Long Island,
praying for an act to change the name of cer-
tain places in the county of Digby. Also a
bill in accordance with the prayer thereof.
Mr. Pryor presented the following bills:

—

To amend act, chap. 27 Vic., concerning tho
city of Halifax.
To enable the city to borrow money to pay

off' the debt on the market house.
To vest the title of certain lands in the Com-

missioners of the Poor.
To vest certain lands in the city of Halifax.
Mr. Parker presented a petition from Up-

per. Stewiacke concerning a school district.
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Mr. C. J. Campbell presented a petition

from Middle River, asking for certain remune-
ration.
Mr. Donkin presented a petition from Clare-

mount; one from R. Black; one from W. Mit-
chell and others —all in reference to postal ac-
commodation.
Mr. King presented a petition from Iter. J.

J. Hill and others, against the Union of the
Provinces.
Mr. Whitman, a petition from M. Sypher,

for an increase of salary as mail carrier; and
another from Val. Munro, asking for certain
remuneration.
Mr. McLelan, petition from Bird’s River

for additional mail accommodation; one from
Ohiganois for a way office; and one from Five
Islands, against the proposed Union of the Co-
lonies.
Mr. Caldwell moved for an extension of

time for the reception of petitions from Cape
Breton

;
the communication with the eastward

being very unsatisfactory just now. It was
understood that special leave would be given
ibr such petitions.

Mr. Kaulback made an enquiry from the
government as to the despatches relative to

the exaction of duties from our fishermen en-
gaged in the Labrador fisheries.

Hon. Pro. Seg. replied that the correspon-
dence referred to would be immediately laid

on the tabte.
Mr. McKay presented a petition from H.

Cameron, praying for remuneration for crown
lands.
Mr. LeVesconte asked if it was the inten-

tion of the Government to place a steam-whis-
tle on Cranberry Island at Canso.
Hon. Fin. Sec. replied that the subject was

under consideration.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table certain pa-
pers relative to the Mic Mac Gold Company.
Mr. Kaulback presented a petition of Jas.

Thomas, of East River, asking aid to finish

the removal of obstructions in that river to the
passage of fish and lumberiDg purposes. Mr.
Kaulback urged the prayer of petition on the
favorable consideration of government, and
stated that petitioner had, at his own expense,
expended some hundred dollars in removing
said obstructions.

disputed gold claims, &c.

Hon. Pro. Sec. in reply to an enquiry made
by the member for Richmond (Mr. Miller) on
a previous day, as to the number of disputed
claims before the chief Gold Commissioner and
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and under
the consideration of the executive government,
stated that he was informed by the commis-
sioner of mines that there were no cases before
him. There were only two under the consider-
ation of the government—that of Chisholm and
the Cape Breton coal mining company. He
laid on the table a returnfrom the commission-
er of Crown Lands showing the number of
cases that had been before him—the names of
petitioners—the dates of their application, and
the action that had been taken.

MILITIA.

Hon. Prov. Sec. also laid on the table, in

answer to the enquiry of the member for^Sast
Halifax, (Mr. Aunand,) correspondence be-
tween the Executive Government and the Im-
perial authorities on the subject of the Militia.

In doing so, he would take the opportunity of

stating, in order to prevent any misunderstan-
ding, that when gentlemen asked for corres-
pondence or despatches upon any subject, he
took it for granted that they meant papers of a
public character, and that was his meaning
when be replied to the member for Shelburne,
( Mr. Locke,) on a previous day, that the corres-
pondence then submitted embraced all that had
been received upon the Union of the Colonies.
And so in inference to this question he had
brought down all despatches of a public nature.
The Commander-in-Chief might have confi-
dential communications upon the defences of
the country which it might be exceedingly im-
politic to make public. He mentioned the sub-
ject because he had perceived that a gentleman
in the other end of the building had pursued
the unusual course of calling for despatches
of a private nature.

PICTOU RAILWAY.
Hon. Prov. Sec. also laid on the table the

Report of the Chief Engineer on the Pictou
Railway; and he would say in reply to the
question of the lion, member for Pictou (Mr.
McKay) as to why Mr. Laurie’s route had been
abandoned, that this Report contained the
reasons whicii influenced the Government in
adopting the line now being constructed. He
had no detailed estimate of the cost, but he
was authorized to state that the whole line
would be constructed inside of $2 000,000.
The Report was read by the Clerk; when the

House adjourned until 3 o’clock next day.

Friday, Feb. 24th, 1365.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS AND RILLS.

M. Blanchard presented a petition from
Queensville, County of Inverness, for a way-
office.

Hon. Atty. Genl. presented-a petition from
John Day, praying for investigation in rela-
tion to lands taken for railway purposes. Af-
ter some conversation it was referred to the
Railway Committee.
Mr. Lawrence presented six petitions from

North Hants signed by 314 persons, agaius*
the proposed Federation of the Colonies, until
it had been submitted to the people.

BILLS READ A THIRD TIME.

The following Bills were read a third time,
and finally passed. A Bill to incorporate the
Sydney and Louisburg Railway Company.
A Bill to incorporate Clyde Ooal Mining
Company. A Bill to amend the Act to incor-
porate the International Coal and Railway
Company.
Mr. Churchill presented a petition from

Newport for aid to a great road.

miscellaneous business.
Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill to incor- :

porate the Sydney and Brasd’Or Steamboat
Company. In relation to the hill he stated
that the Company was composed of gentlemen
of wealth and position in the county, and that
it was the intention to put on a steamer which
would afford every requisite accommodation to
the people of the section where she was to ply.
Hou. Atty. Gen., presented a petition from

the Inhabitants of Antigonishe, against the
school act.

Mr. Smith presented a petition from Archi-
bald Mclsaac, an aged school teacher, praying
for a free grant of land.
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Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from
Gabarous for a daily mail to the Island Of
Cape Breton.
Mr. Ray presented a petition from the in-

habitants of Annapolis against Confede-
ration.

Hon. Mr. McKinnon presented two peti-

tions from Harbor Bouche and Tracadie, on
the same subject.

Mr. Archibald presented a petition from
the inhabitants of Onslow praying that certain

school lands in that locality should be sold for

educational purposes. The hon. gentleman
obtained leave and introduced a bill to carry
out the prayer of the petitioners; and stated
that when the bill came up for discussion, he
would explain the necessity that existed
for it.

Mr. Archibald also presented a similar
petition from Truro ou the same subject, and
introduced a bill to authorize the sale of certain
school lands in that locality.

Mr. Blanchard presnnted a petition for

aid for the erection of an oat mill. He said
that some years ago the house was in the habit
of granting aid for the construction of oat kilns
but the practice had been discontinued iu con-
sequence of the want of available funds. He
trusted that this application, which was really
for a desirable object, would receive the favor-
able consideration of the government.
Mr. Pryor presented a petition from the in-

habitants of Lawrencetown, complaining that
they had been deprived of certain privileges
by the graul of a water lot to a person residing
in that locality.

Mr. Miller asked that certain returns
which the government had laid on the table in
reference to disputed claims before the Gov-
ernment and Crown Land Commissioners, he
referred to the committees on the respective
subjects.
Mr. Pryor would beg to call the particular

attention of the government to a petition he
held iti his hand from St. Margaret’s Bay,
praying for the erection of a light house at
Peggy’s Point. This was the sixth time he
had presented it, and if for no other reason,
he thought that his perseverance entitled him
to favorable consideration.
Mr. Miller begged to draw the attention of

the Financial Secretary to a petition of some-
what an unusual character from Jas. Barron,
who had been the means of saving several
lives from shipwreck. He would recommend
it to the favorable consideration of the gov-
ernment.
Hon. Finl. Secy., by command, laid on

the table, papers connected with this claim
ces, which were referred to a special Commit-
of Messrs. LeVesconte, McFarlane and Mil-
ler.

Mr. Robertson, presented a petition from
Martin D. McGray, a mail carrier, for additi-
onal aid.

Mr.Archibald presented a petition from the
Inhabitant s of Economy, praying that a way
office might be changed into a post office.

Mr. Kaulback presented a petition from
George Turner of New Ross, county of Lunen-
burg. The hon. gentleman explained that this
petition-Tiad been presented last Session, and
as it had not received any consideration the
petitioner had thought that in consequence of
their differing in politics he (Mr. K.) had not
properly" advocated his claims. He, therefore,

wished to bring it particularly to the notice of
tbe house, as well for that reason as because
he thought it was a case of great injustice.

It appeared that petitioner, being a road com-
missioner, was directed by a former member
of the county (late Mr. Mosely) to take posses-
sion of certain lands for road purposes, who
stated that lie would be indemnified. He did
so and had been obliged to pay the owner of
the lands outof his own pocket, and had never
been reimbursed. It was true that it whs
more a matter for the Sessions, but the town-
ship of Chester had refused to pay ou the
ground that the road had not been properly
laid out.

Mr. Archibald suggested that the hon. gen-
tleman should put it in his road scale as a sum
due for the road service.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the hon. gentle-

man had two remedies, either to bring in an act
to assess the; township of Chester for the
amount, or lo refer the matter to a select com-
mittee, and in case they report in favor of the
claim, the hon gentleman could place it in his
road scale.

After some further remarks the petition
was referred to a select committee—consisting
of Messrs. Archibald, MoFailane and Stewart
Campbell.
Mr. S. McDonell presented six petitions

from Inverness against confederation.
Hon. Fin. Sec’y, by command, laid on the

table certain returns relating to road com-
missioners asked for by the member for Vic-
toria.

LABRADOR FISHERIES.
Hon. Prov. Sec., by command, laid on the

table, the correspondence asked for by the mem-
ber for Lunenburg (Mr. Kaulback), in refer-

ence to the duties levied by the revenue offi-

cers of Newfoundland upon the outfits of
Nova Scotia fishermen.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that one of the griev-

ances complained of by our fishermen was
that they had to pay a duty upon salt, which
in this country goes duty free, but in New-
foundland the fishermen are taxed for it.

Mr. Kaulback said that he was glad that
the government had taken some action upon
this most important subject, and he hoped that
the matter would not stop here. He consider-
ed that the tax levied upon our fishermen was
most unjust and iniquitous. It was not a tax
upon articles landed and consumed in the
country, but it was an imposition upon the
outfits of the fishermen, which were never
intended to be introduced into Newfoundland
and a greater part of which (as was the case
last year) were actually brought back to
Nova Scotia. He hoped that the Executive
Government would remonstrate with the
Newfoundland Government and if no redress
could be obtained the matter should be repre-
sented to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
the Colonies. In bringing this subject before the
House he was not advocating local or sectional
interests, although he thought every gentle-
man had a right to do so, provided he id not
make invidious comparisons. This was a
question, however, not only of interest to his
own county, but of vast importance to the
province generally; for to a greater or less
extent nearly every county iu the province was
interested in the fisheries, but none more so
than the county of Lunenburg. He therefore
invited the aid of hon, gentlemen ‘from aU
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parts of the province to assist him in redressing
the grievances under which our fishermen la-

bored. He thought that they had great right
to complain, and although he did not wish at
that time to enter into a discussion of the Re-
ciprocity treaty, which no doubt conferred some
advantages upon us, yet he could not help say-
ing that he had always entertained a strong
opinion as to the way in which our fisheries
had been summarily bartered away by the
British Minister at Washington, without our
being consulted in the matter. It may have
served the ends of Foreign Diplomacy, but it

was not the way to treat the rights we held so
dear. It could not (as be had said) be denied
that some advantages of trade had been deriv-
ed from that treaty, but the immediate conse-
quence had been that while mackerel com-
manded $20 per barrel in former times, they
now only brought $10. And they had only to
look at the prosperity in the state of Maine,
and other states where large bounties were
given, to see the benefits the United States had
reaped from that treaty. He did not generally
approve of the bounty system, but he would
suggest to the fishery committee the propriety
of granting some aid to the bank fisheries.

Mr. Jost said that this was a matter of
great importance, and well worthy the serious
consideration of the house. The fishermen
did not complain of being taxed upon goods
landed in Newfoundland, but upon tlieir out-
fits which are never landed, and in many
cases a large portion is brought hack to this
province.
Mr. Locke said that the reason given by

the Newfoundland authorities for exacting
the duty upon salt, was because their fishermen
had to pay it. He was not so sure whether
this was thefcase or not.

Hon. Atty. Gen. read a letter from the
Custom House officer at St. John, stating that
salt was the only article the tax was levied
upon.
Mr. Locke said that the despatch referred

to salt for consumption on the Labrador coast
and could not be applicable to salt used in
curing fish to bring back to Nova Scotia. He
entirely concurred with the member for Lu-
nenburg that this tax was unjust, and he
hoped that measures would be taken to reme-
dy the grievance.
*Hon. Atty. Gen said that the Newfoundland

authorities had referred to the confirmation of
the Imperial authorities as to the the course
they had pursued, but it was evident that they
only referred to the abstract right of the New-
foundland Government to levy a tax upon
goods landed on the Labrador coast. He con-
sidered that they had no right to tax the salt

used by our fishermen.
Mr. Locke said that the Newfoundland

authorities did not dare to tax salt used by the
American fisherman, and he did not think
they should be allowed to extort it from ours.
The report of Mr. Winters, Custom House

officers of St. Johns, was read by the Clerk.
Mr. LeVesconte said that there was no

doubt that our fishermen were treated with
great injustice, and he could not see the sha-
dow of an excuse 'for the course pursued by
the Newfoundland Government. These goods
which were' taxed, were not landed on the
coast at all, and were not, therefore, liable to
duty. They did not tax Americans at all,

though they had just as much to levy duties

from them as from our fishermen. The people
of Newfoundland paid the duty on their goods
at St. Johns’, and were not called upon to pay
twice over. He believed that the opinion of
the Crown Officers of England had never been
called to the true nature of this case—they had
been only asked whether the Government had
a right to collect from persons trading and
doing business in Labrador upon what goods
they might land. He considered the answer
of the Newfoundland authorities as a mere
evasion of the question, and expressed a hopo
that the subject would be brought to the notice
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Mr. Archibald, (wlio was hardly heard,

>

pointed out the injustice of the tax, and said
that we would have just as much right to go
on board any American fishermen or any ves-
sel in fact that might be within our borders,
and exact a duty, on everything that was char-
geable. The whole question, as he understood
it, arose from the meaning of “ importations.”
The construction given to this word by the
Newfoundland government was most extra-
ordinary.
Mr. Locke again showed the injustice of the

tax, and said that there was no sense in the
excuse of Mr. Winters that these duties were
exacted from our fishermen because the people
of Nefoundland are subject to the same tax.
The fact was these goods belonging to our
fishermen, on which duties were levied do not
enter into the consumption of Newfoundland
at all. Our people paid duty on these here,
and it was unfair to have them taxed twice.
Mr. Archibald said that the whole difficul-

ty would cease as soon as confederation was a
fixed fact.

Mr. Ivaulback trusted the House would not
wait until confederation took place, and ex-

1

>ressed his hope that when the matter had
>een again explained to the Newfoundland
government they would recognise the injustice
of the exaction.
The papers were referred to the committee

on the fisheries.

militia petition.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table the petition

of Mr. M. lvavanagh, with the report of the
Adjutant General thereon. From this report
it appears that the department could not,
without a violation of its regulations, pay the
services rendered by Gapt. Kavanagli in re-

organizing the militia in the county of Rich-
mond. At the same time, however, his services
are recognized as very efficient, and the report
considers he is entitled to some remuneration
for the labor which he lias performed. Mr.
McDonald then moved that the petition be re-

ferred to the militia committee, and said that
the government would be quite ready to adopt
the report of that committee as to the remune-
ration he should receive.

petitions.
Mr. S. McDonnell presented a petition from

Inverness, for aid in opening up Big Pond,
Cheticamp, for a shelter for fishermen’s lK>ats,

and another from the inhabitants of River
Denis, asking for a way office.

LUNATIC ASYLUM REPORT, ETC.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table the annual

report of the Medical Superintendent of the
Hospital for the Insane.
The report states that, on the first of Janu-

ary, 1804, there were on the record one hundred
and forty-two patients—-seventy-five males
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and sixty-seven females. Since that period

twenty-three of each sex, forty-six in all, have
been admitted, making the total number treat-

ed this year, one hundred and eighty-eight.

The daily average number for 1864 has been
one hundred and fifty-one. Sixteen males
and eighteen females have been discharged,

leaving our present number one hundred and
fifty-four. Of those discharged, eighteen have
been restored, six more or less improved, and
ten have died. The rate of recoveries, reckon-

ed on admissions, has been 39 per cent.; the

average of six years was 35 per cent. The
mortality rate, reckoned on the daily average
number, has been for this year 6.62 per cent.

;

the former proportionate rate for five years

was 4.78 per cent. The average mortality rate

since the opening of the Hospital, reckoned

upon the whole number treated in each year, has
been 3.61 per cent. The entire number admit-
ted since January 1st, 1859, has been three

hundred and twenty-nine, of whom one hun-
dred and seventy-five have been discharged,

in addition to four who, at the date of this Re-
port, are absent “ on trial.”

Hon. Prov. Sec. also laid on the table: An-
nual Report of the Board of Works; also, An-
nual Report of the Poors’ Asylum.
Mr. Longrey asked the Financial Secreta-

ry to furnish the house with the number of

light houses in the province, with the salaries

of the officers thereof.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the new commer-
cial code of signals.

The honse adjourned over until Monday, in

order to give the committees an opportunity of
meeting.

Monday, Feb, 28.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from
Mire, C.B„ asking for a daily mail to the Is-

land of Cape Breton.
H on. Fin, Secretary laid on the table a

statement asked for by the bon. member for

Annapolis, in reference to light-houses.

At Mr Longley’s suggestion the Financial
Secretary agreed to add the character and num-
ber of lights to each light-house.
Hon Prov. Sec. took the opportunity of stat-

ing that the introduction of Paraffine oil had
been found successful—the character of the
light being improved, and the cost lessened.

PATENTS.
Mr Archibald presented two petitions from
arties in New York asking for leave to intro-
uce a bill authorizing them to obtain patents

in the province in reference to extraction of
gold from ore. Mr. Archibald stated that the
’ etitiouers claimed to possess certain scienti-

o secrets which would be found invaluable
here, and that parties engaged in gold mining
would sustain their application.

Hon. Mr. Shannon expressed himself in fa-

vor of the intLoduction of a bill that would re-
ciprocate the privileges conferred by any fo-

reign country in reference to patents. If no
one else would bring in such a bill he would
do it himself.
Hon. Pro. Sec. thought it very desirable

that there should be some general law in order
to do away with the necessity for the introduc-
tion of a number of separate acts, which only
encumbered our statute book.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane said that the Pro-
vince was losing largely from existing arrange-
ments. Certain persons engaged in mining
actually shipped large quantities of ore from
which gold was extracted in the States by im-
proved scientific appliances.

PETITIONS.
Mr. S. McDonnell presented a petition,

signed by 522 persons in Inverness, against the
Confederation of the Colonies.
Hon. Mr. McKinnon, a petition from Anti-

gonishe Co., on the same subject.
Mr. Locke, a petition from the township of

Shelburne, containing 615 signatures, on the
same subject.

LUNATIC asylum.
Mr. Tobin presented a petition from the

Custos and Magistrates of the County of Hali-
fax, complaining of the hardship arising from
the large expenditure required from the county
to defray the expenses of insane persons in the
asylum. The petition, which is founded on pre-
sentments of Grand Juries for some years
back, states that in 1860 the county was assess-
ed for that purpose $1,382; in 1861, $2,988; in

1862, $4,074; iu 1863, $4,633; iu the nine months
of 1864, $4,005; and concludes by asking that
the charge be made Provincial.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane said he had no doubt

fliat it would be exceedingly gratifying to the
county if its prayer were granted, but he belie-

ved it would be very unwise to do so. He did
not think that the city of Halifax, with its

wealth and resources, should come forward to
ask the house to be relieved from a burden
which it only bore in common with other coun-
ties. As it was now, it was difficult to find all

the accommodation required by patients from
the country; but if the wish of the petitioners
were granted the asylum would be more than
filled to repletion. He had no hesitation in say-
ing that the present system did justice to alf
sections.
Mr. Tobin did not think it fair for the lion,

member to pre-judge the question; when it was
brought before the committee then would be
the proper time for the consideration of the
merits of the petition. He had no doubt that
the present rule pressed unfairly upon Halifax.
Many transient persons came to the city, and
after a year’s residence they became charge-
able upon its funds.
The petition was referred to the committee

on humane institutions.

INCORPORATION BILLS FROM THE LEGISLA-
TIVE COUNCIL.

A message wras received from the Legislative
Council stating that they had agreed to the
bills on the following subjects:

—

To incorporate Sydney and Louisburg rail-

way company.
To amend act incorporating International

coal company.
To incorporate Clyde coal mining company.
To incorporate Caledonia mining company.
The two last bills were sent down with some

amendments, which, on motion of Mr. Bouri-
‘ not, were agreed to by the house.

PETITIONS, &C.
Hon. Pro, Sec. laid on the table certain rai’-

way petitions, which were referred to the rail-
way committee, in accordance with the prac-
tice.

Mr. Churchill presented a petition from
North Hants, for a way office. He stated



33 PARLIAMENTARY REBATES.

that there was a Manganese company now
operating in the locality, and that a good
deal of business was transacted there, which
required postal facilities.

The following petitions against the proposed
scheme of Confederation were also presented :

By Mr. Churchill, from G. Armstrong and
109 others in North Hants.
By Mr. S. Campbell, from 175 persons in the

Strait of Canso, Guysboro.
By Dr. Brown, from 170 persons in South

Kings; another from J. L. Brown and others
of VVolfville; and a third from a number of
persons in Lower Horton, Kings.
By Mr. McLelan, from Brookfield, Colchester.
By Mr. Ross, from 90 persons in Boulardrie,

Victoria.
Mr. Blanchakd presented a petition from

the inhabitants of Margaree, in reference to the
act passed last session for the protection of ri-

ver fisheries. Petitioners consider the provi
sions of the law too stringent, and state that it

is rather intended to benefit “genteel fisher-

men/’
AGRICULTURE.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane, in laying on the ta-

ble the Report of the General Board of Agri-
culture, stated that that Board was called into
existence by the act passed last session, and
that its operations had been already attended
with most beneficial results to the farming in-

terests Of the Province. At present there were
some 37 associations in existence in the pro-
vince, containing 734 members. The counties
of Queens, Shelburne, ami Richmond had not
sent in their returns for the year. The Board
have, among other things arrived at the conclu-
sion that it was advisable to hold a Provincial
Exhibition in 18(5(5.

They had also adopted that portion of the
act which imposed upon them the calling into
existence an Agricultural journal. They had
not long met before they found that such a
paper was indisper sable, in order to afford the
information to the Agriculturists of the pro-
vince that was required. They have, however,
come to the conclusion that it is advisable to
have this journal henceforth published once a
mouth, instead of quarterly. They also have
given a great deal of attention to the potatoe
disease, and have enquired into the advisabili-

ty of adopting the remedy which had been sug-
gested last w ;nter by the Legislature—namely,
resorting back to the original potatoe plant.
They have taken great pains in reference to
the matter, by making enquiries in N. York of
parties who for a number of years have expend-
ing large Sums ofmoney in endeavoring to reme-
dy the disease, and have come to the conclusion,
after considering the results of these experi-
ments that it would not he expedient to intro-

duce the system here. They have, however,
been able to procure a certain quantity of im-
proved seed. The Board also recommend the
Importation of improved stock. Last summer
they sent on some of their members, who
bought a small amount of stock, which was
sold at Wind or at public auction for more than
it actually cost.

Mr. Parker doubted the propriety of im-
porting horses, but was strongly in favour of
intro lucing improved stock in the shape of
cattle and sheep. He pointed to Colchester in

support of his opinion, of the high condition to

Which farmers might bring their stock. He

thought that a farmer should have been sent to
New Brunswick to select stock instead of a
Doctor.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane interrupted him to
state that Mr. John Brown, of Falmouth, was
engaged in the selection of the stock as well as
Dr. Hamilton.

Mr. Parker said that the Doctor, at all

events, got all the credit, and went on to show
the necessity there is for using every care in
the selection of stock. We should not have
old, but young stock of pure blood.

Dr. Hamilton regretted that he had not
known the Report was to he presented that
afternoon, as he would then have brought for-
ward some interesting facts and statistics con-
nected with the subject. He presumed that it

would he admitted that, the cultivation of- the
soil Was one of the most, important objects that
any people could pay attention to. Therefore
any matter which increased the productiveness
of the soil, and tte value of its products bore a
very important relation to the welfare and
prosperity of the country. Hence the propriety
of introducing such improvements as would
increase the productiveness of the soil and the
quality of its products. The number of per-
sons above the age of 15 engaged in agricul-
ture in this country amounted to 50,000, a larger
proportion ofour population than was engaged
in any other active pursuit. He referred
especially to the great importance the proper
application of manures was to the farming in-

terests of this country. He thought that the
first time this subject was brought to the notice
of the public was in the celebrated letters of
“ Agricola,” who laid down certain princi-
ples which he believed were found as true in
their character at thepresent day as at the time
they were published. It was a very great
source of regret to him that publications of
this kind had not been followed up from time
to time, although he was aware that, Dr. Daw-
son had published a little work which was
also very useful in its way. If the principles
these books laid down were only better under-
stood in Nova Scotia the fertility of the soil

would be greatly improved. Therefore he
thought that the publication of an agricultural
journal would be found of very great, benefit
to the farmer, by given him a means of obtain-
ing reliable information in respect to his call-
ing which, under existing circumstances, was
not so accessible. Dr. Hamilton then went on
to refer to the importance of having improved
stock introduced into the country. In this
connection he mentioned that, since the first

importation by the late G. R. Young, the stock
of the province had increased in size at least
one third. It was not now an uncommon
thing to see an ox which wculd weigh from
1000 to 1500 lbs., and whilst at Fredericton last
summer, he had the pleasure of noticing one
which in size, height, and beauty of form
could not be exceeded. If, was raised, lief be-
lieved, in Westmoreland County, and weighed
3400 lb. alive. He mentioned that be had a
cow which during thirteen years had produced
£650 worth of milk, had never all that tinie
went dry four weeks on an average, and had
a calf every year. This fact, showed the im-
portance of having improved stock, and he was
therefore glad to seetherecommendatiou made
in reference to a fresh importation ih the re-
port which had just been read.
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Mr. Blackwood expressed the satisfaction

he felt at the fact that an Agricultural Journal
was to he published henceforth in this prov-
ince. He had no doubt that it would be found
most beneficial in its effects upon the large
class engaged in agricultural operations in this

country. Hitherto they had wanted such a
publication sadly, and had been obliged to

send abroad for such.
After a few remarks from Hon. Mr. McFar-

lane upon the importance of agricultural jour-
nals as a means of disseminating information
upon that important subject,
Mr. Locke said that they were constantly

told that the farming population of the country
were the most influential and the most intelli-

gent of any class, and yet they were constant-
ly requiring aid in some form or other. Here
they had a recommendation to furnish them
with journals at a low cost. He thought this

was unfair. No branch of trade or industry
should be stimulated at the expense of ano-
ther, and the fishermen, the lawyers, or the
mechanics, had as much right to their journal
at the public expense as the agricultural class.

Mr. Parker advocated the importance of
disseminating the fullest information in res-

pect to improved stock, and other agricultural
matters.
After a few further remarks the report was

referred to the Committee on Agriculture.
PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. Shamox, from the Committee on
Private Bills, reported the following: To incor-
porate the Acadia Coal Mining Company, with
a few verbal amendments; To incorporate the
Waverly Gold Mining Company, the Stone
Cutters’ and Masons’ Society, and the Royal
Sussex Lodge of Freemasons, without amend-
ments.

PROGRESS OF PUBLIC BUSINESS.
Mr. Archibald said that he had been for

some time anxiously waiting in the hope that
some business of a more important character
than that which had already engaged their at-

tention, would have been laid on the table of
the House. There was no time

,
during the

,

whole session more favourable for the
consideration and discussion of important
measures thau the first few weeks

;
and al-

though they had now been nearly three weeks
in session, he regretted to be obliged to state
that hut small progress had been made in the
public business. He would like to enquire of
the government when they intended to bring
down the important question of Education,
promised in the Governor’s speech. He was
quite sure that the government would acquit
him ot any hostile spirit in urging upon them
the necessity of having this subject brought
early under the consideration of the House.
There was no question (not even excepting the
great subject of Federation), which had agita-
ted the public mind to such an extent, as the
position of the common schools of the country;
and he trusted, therefore, that the government
would agree with him in the propriety of sub-
mitting this measure without any unnecessary
delay.
Hon. Pro. Sec’y, did hot think that they

were open to the charge of spending much
time unnecessarily

;
every moment had been

occupied—and honourable gentlemen knew
that during the first part of the session, when
a large number of petitions were received, ,.nd
reports read upon important subjects, it was

impossible to have very extended Sittiilgs.

The House had just been listening to a report,
on the important subject of the Agriculture of
the Country and he had been waiting patient-
ly for the opportunity of presenting the report
of the superintendent of Education. He was
in the judgment of the House when he stated
the public documents had been submitted as
rapidly as the House was ready for them.
In reply to the enquiry of the lion, member
for Colchester (Mr Archibald) he would state
that the government would be prepared at an
early day to submit a measure upon the sub-
ject of Education; at the same time he need
hardly remind hon gentlemen that upon a
question of such an important nature as this,

some time was necessary to enable the govern-
ment to obtain information as to the past
working of the law. In the meantime he laid
upon the table the report of the superintendent
of Education, which goes fully into the sub-
jec’\
Mr. Archibald said that he did not wish to

draw comparisons with other sessious. His
object was solely to facilitate the public busi-
ness. It was quite evident that if other more
important business had been before the House,
so much time would not have been occupied in
the various discussions that had arisen; and
while he admitted the importance of the Agri-
cultural question, he did not think they would
have had such an extended discussion upon
that at that time, if other business had been
before the House. He repeated that he was
borne out in the statement that the public busi-
ness had not been as rapidly advanced as the
interests of the country demanded. He knew
of no reason why the business could not be
transacted in forty days, which was the period
formerly assigned for a session, and now they
had consumed a third ot that time, with very
little to show for it. He was happy to hear
that, at all events, one of the measures prom-,
ised in the speech would be submitted at an
early day, and be trusted that the experience
of the past year would be brought to bear upon
the legislation of this session, as regard b this
most important question.
Hon. Attorney General denied that less

business had been got through with than in

former sessions. In some sessions they had
not passed the answer to the Address at that
period, and he thought if any one would com-
pare the Journals with those of past years
they would find that as much work had been
done up to this time, as in any session for the
last ten years. Having dealt last session with
the Revised Statutes, and thus disposed of a
great many subjects that generally engaged
the attention of the bouse, it followed that the
number of questions to be submitted this year
would be largely diminished. As to the ques-
tion of the school law lie would remark that as
the government had to collect information as
to the practical working of the system in the
localities in which it had been tried, it was dim
possible for them to have dealt with it at an
earlier period. He would £ay further that the
subject had engaged the most earnest consid-
eration of the government, and when it came
down to the house he hoped it would receive
that attention its importance demanded.
Mr. Stewart Campbell had no doubt

that other gentlemen would approach tlie con-
sideration of the subject in as fair a spirit as
the lion. Atty, General. As regards the
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amount of business transacted, he thought
that the hon. Prov. Sec’y. would hardly find,
upon reference to the journals, a less amount
of work done in a similar period in any previ-
ous session, or that three consecutive Saturdays
were allowed to pass without the house meet-
ing at all. The Lieut. Governor had in his
speech promised a measure upon education.
He presumed that his advisers had during the
recess bestowed their attention upon that sub-
ject.—He presumed so from the fact that they
had authorized their officers to violate the law,
and had promised that their acts would be
legalized at the next session of the house. He
had a right therefore to suppose that the go-
vernment when they put that measure in the
speech would be prepared to state the modifi-
cation they intended to propose and he did
not think the reasons given by the Prov. Sec.
at all justified the delay.
Hon. Prov. Secretary was quite will-

ing to take the journals of the present session
and compare them with those of previous ones,
and when the number of petitions presented
and the reports read were considered, he was
prepaied to shew that the business was more
advanced now than at any similar period in
former sessions. And as regards public mea-
sures, he would only refer to the session of
1863, when hon. gentlemen opposite were in
powei*. That session commenced Feb’y. 10th,
and the most important measures were not
brought down until a late period of the session,
—the Militia Law not until April 8th, and the
Intercolonial Railroad on the 10th of the same
month. In reply to the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition as to the time occupied in
reading the reports from the heads of the vari-
ous public departments, he would state that
he considered no time better spent, for every
one knew that when these reports went to the
various committees without having been first

read, they were not heard of again until they
came up at a late period of the session, when
hon. gentlemen had not time thoroughly to
discuss them.
Mr. Archibald had purposely refrained

from making any comparisons with former
sessions, for even if it were true that former
governments had delayed the public business,
that was no argument to use. He differed en-
tirely from the hon. Prov Secretary, as to the
propriety of occupying time by the reading of
reports. He thought that they should always
be printed and placed in the hands of mem-
bers, when they would receive more attention
than when they were read by the Clerk.
After a few further remarks, the report was

referred to the Committee on Education, and
the House adjourned until 3 o’clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, 28th Feby.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were read a second time:

To open a harbour at Mire.
To amend the Act incorporating the Glace

Bay Mining Company.
To incorporate Sydney and Bras d’Or Steam-

boat Company.
To incorporate Commercial Bank of Wind-

sor.

To incorporate Virgin Lodge of Freemasons.
To incorporate Central Mining Company.

PETITION.

Mr. Jost presented a petition from tlieinlm-
bitants of tbe Township of Chester, asking for

a bill to establish an office for the Registry of
Deeds in that district.

LIGHT HOUSE.

Mr. LeYesconte called the attention of the
Government to a petition which he handed
them from ship owners and master mariners
in the County of Richmond, praying for the
erectioxx of a Light House at Green Island, on
the north side of the entrance of the Strait of
Canso. The hon. gentleman stated that a si-

milar petition had been presented from ship
owners of Pictou, and pointed out the great
necessity that existed for the construction of
the Light House. He pointed out the large
amount of shipping belonging to Richmond
that required this Light in order to secure
their safety in passing through the Strait.

Such a Light, he considered, would be but a
small return for th6 large amount of light

duties annually paid by the ship owners of
Pictou and Richmond.
Mr. Churchill suggested the advisability

of blasting the rock in the locality in question,
as had been frequently done successfully in

other parts.
Mr. D. Fraser pointed out the necessity of

the light-house and expressed his hope that
the government would give the matter their
favorable consideration.
Mr. LeVesconte stated that the former

Admiral on the station had had a survey held
on the place in question, and the report stated
that it was impracticable to blast the rock
successfully.
Hon. Pro. Sec. understood that such an ex-

periment had been tried at Yannouth.
Mr. Killam stated that the result had been

to remove the rock to a large extent.

Mr. Tobin alluded to the fact of the success-
ful issue of an attempt made some time ago to
improve the passage called Hell Gate, New
York, which was now one of the best chanuels
into the port.

Mr. LeVesconte pointed out the character
of the locality in question, and showed that a
light-house was what was required for the
advantage of shipping passing through the
Strait.

Hon. Fin. Sec. stated that the light house
was not only required by our own shipping,
hut by a very large number of foreign vessels
that during the season of navigation made use
of the Strait. The work would be, therefore, a
boon to the commercial world.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the presentation by
Her Majesty of copies of the speeches and ad-

dresses of his late Royal Highness the Prince
Consort, to the Legislative Library and King *.

College, Windsor.

-.petitions.

Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table list of all

etitioDS asking for money grants presented to

im, for publication as the house might direct.

Mr. Churchill presented a petition from
a number of inhabitants of Rainy Cove, North,

Hants, asking for the alteration of a bridge

across a large vault.
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MILITIA AEMS & ACCOUTREMENTS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of

correspondence- relative to the issue of swords
and accoutrements to the militia. He stated

that the government had been obliged to ad-

vance some £2,000 to pay for these articles.

—

As long ago as August, 18G2, the Lieutenant-
Governor, as Commander-in-chief, had a com-
munication with the Imperial authorities, upon
the subject of furnishing arms and accoutre-

ments for the organization of the militia in the
province. The intention obviously of the Go-
vernment and of the Lieut. Governor was to

induce the British Government to deposit
those articles, to be obtained and paid for

as required by the militia officers. The Go-
vernment obtained from the War Department
the quantity requested by the Lieutenant Go-
vernor. Correspondence went on, from time
to time, until finally the Imperial authorities
refused to issue these swords and accoutre-
ments as required, and called upon the Provin-
cial Government for the payment of the entire

amount. Under the circumstances, it became
a matter of discussion, as would be seen by re-

ference to the papers just presented; but the
Government could not help discharging the
liability incurred.
In answer to Mr. Archibald, the Prov. Sec.

also stated that he supposed the sum in ques-
tion would be an advance upon the militia
fund, and that he regretted that there would be
a considerable loss on account of the swords,
&c. In consequence of the misunderstanding
between Lord Mulgrave and the Imperial Go-
vernment, the issue was discontinued at the
time when they could have been sold—when
the officers were providing themselves with
such articles from other sources. The propor-
tion that had been soid was very small, and
the only mode in which the rest could be dis-

posed of would be by reducing the price.
The papers were referred to the Militia Com-

mittee.
CROWN LANDS RETURNS.

Mr. Miller asked the Leader of the Govern-
ment if the answer of the Crown Lands De-
partment to the question he put the other day,
included all the undecided cases in that office.

Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that he had trans-
mitted the question to the department, and pre-
sumed that the answer contained everything
that was required.
Mr. Miller said that he wished to have not

only a return of the dispatch, but of the unde-
cided cases before the department. He under-
stood—though he could not say his authority
was very reliable—that several hundred cases
were pending before the department for deci-
sion.
On reference to the enquiry put by

t
Mr. Mil- .

ler it was proved that it did not include the
“ undecided claims.” Mr. Miller therefore
wrote the question in a form that would enable
him to obtain the information he required.

RAILWAY EXTENSION.
Mr.McLELAN requested the government to

lay on the table copies of proposals made to
them for the construction of railways to the
borders of New Brunswick and Annapolis.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a report

from the Postmaster General, concerning the
abstraction of five pounds from a letter. Re-
ferred to P. O. committee.

On motion of Mr. Blanchard, tlie house went
into committee, and passed the bill to incorpo-
rate the Acadia Coal Mining Company; the
bill to incorpoi*ate the Stone Cutters’ and Ma-
son’s Association; and the bill to incorporate
the Royal Sussex Lodge of Free Masons.
In reference to the bill for the incorporation

of the Waverly Gold Mining Company, Mr.
Archibald thought some explanatiomsliould be
given of the reason why the shares were so
exceedingly trivial in amount—only one dollar
each. He thought that this fact might lead
persons to suspect the integrity of the bill

;
and

referred to the Oak Island affair as an instance
of how persons were deluded into doubtful
speculations.
Hon. Mr. Shannon said that he brought in

the bill at the request of the present Mayor of
Halifax, who, as everybody knew, was not a
likely person to be concerned in the introduc-
tion of a bogus company. He did not think
that because the shares were small doubts of
the good faith of the bill could be fairly enter-
tained.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that he could not allow

the impression to go abroad that our gold min-
ing enterprises are at all to be compared with
the Oak Island affair. It had now been satis-

factorily proved that gold mining in Nova Sco-
tia is not only a perfectly legitimate and sound
enterprise but that if prosecuted energetically
and prudently it guarantees to those engaged in
it large pecuniary returns. He believed that
it had been equally apparent that gold mining
here requires the organization of capital and
stock if it is to be made profitable—that it is

not an enterprize safe for private individuals
to engage in. He could not, however, see any-
thing objectionable in the present bill, and he
was sure that the hon. member for Colchester
would be the last person who would be dis-

posed to shut out a bill which was calculated
to enable poor men to invest what they were
able in gold mining operations.
Mr. Tobin said that in no respect were the

principles observed in similar bills deviated
from in the one before the house. .He did not
see any difference whether the shares were
small or great, and stated his opinion, based
on his experience in relation to similar enter-
prizes, that most persons would take a large
amount of shares,—some a thousand, some a
hundred, and so on—and hardly any one so
small an amount as a dollar. He also observed
that it would be seen that $25000 of the capital
would have te be paid up.
Mr. Archibald said that the idea he wished

to convey was, that when the shares were
large, parties would naturally take more pains
to ascertain the real character ofthe enterprise.
A person having shares of one thousand
pounds in a company would consider more in-
tently the scope and feasibility of the underta-
king than if he had only a thousand pence in-
vested. On the other hand, when shares were
so very small, parties might be likely to take
little trouble to enquire into the matter. He
did not say that what he remarked applied to
the present bill, for he knew nothing whatever
about it; but what he wished was, to guard
carefully against passing any act that might
be the instrument of injury to the public. He
thought it would, however, be advisable if the
bill were allowed to lie over for the pre-
sent, that some explanation might be given of
its character and object.
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Mr. Tobin said that if a man took one hun-
dred pounds worth of shares he would have
much interest in the company. He had no
doubt there would not be more than fifty stock-
holders in the company in question. Such was
his belief judging from his experience of the
Marine Railway at Canso.
Mr. Archibald said that whilst he did not

differ from the Provincial Secretary as to our
gold mines when properly conducted, yet no
one could deny that a large number of persons
had invested large amounts of money in enter-

prises for which they have never received one
shilling.

Mr. Pryor said that the object of the
bill, in putting the shares at a small amount,
was to enable a large combination to be
formed, which might accomplish the work,
and to prevent the loss, in case of failure, being
felt by any one to any detrimental ext ent. He
expressed his conviction that his Worship the
Mayor would not be a party to any scheme
that might operate prejudicially to the stock-
holders.
Mr. McLelan alluded to instances of par-

ties having gone about the country and sold
shares in gold mines for twenty-five cents, and
who were never heard of afterwards.
The bill was allowed to lie on the table, and

the committee rose and reported.
PETITIONS.

Mr. McKay presented a petition from the
Postmaster of West River, Pictou, for an in-

crease ot salary.
ACADIA COLLEGE.

On motion of hon. Pro. Sec. the bill to en-
large the powers of the trustees of Acadia Col-

lege was read a second time. He stated that
the object of the bill was to transfer the go-
vernment of Horton academy to the trustees

and governors of Acadia College. It was
formerly vested in the Baptist Education So-
ciety, with whose consent the bill came up.

FOG BELLS.

Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table certain cor-

respondence, embracing a proposition from an
inventor to place a fog trumpet at Sambro.
The documents were referred to the committee
on navigation securities.

BILL.
Hon. Mr. Shannon introduced a bill to

amend the act to incorporate the Union Pro-
tection Company.

ROAD MONEYS IN VICTORIA.

Mr. Ross stated that certain jeturns asked
by him from tl* Financial Secretary were
handed to him and now in his possession

;
but

as some of the charges made appeared to him
illegal, he would ask for a committee to ex-
amine and report on those returns. The sum
of $120 was paid to one McLeod without any
return or certificate from Sessions

;
and if ap-

pointed by Government, a copy of his commis-
sion should be produced. The Provincial Sec-
retary would therefore please lay on the table

copy of correspondence from the Clerk of the
Peace, with minutes of Special Sessions at
Baddeck touching the appointment of Murdoch
McLeod as inspector of statute labor; also copy
of commission, if any, held by him.
Hon. Prov. Sec. stated that it would be for

the hon. member to state what he wished a
Committee to enquire into.

Mr. Ross replied that the complaints and
charges which he intended to make could be

better explained before a committee; but he
might mention one. A certain commissioner,
expending $60, had charged in the return six-
teen and a half days for himself, and when the
time was added, it would only make five and a
half days, giving ten men for each day, as the
law requires. Some of the returns were paid
since the 30th Sept., and could not therefore be
examined by the committee on public accounts,
who wished enquiry to be made into the mat-
ter of the $120 paid to Mr. Murdoch McLeod.

It wns suggested to Mr. Ross thathe had bet-
ter defer asking for his committee until he had
obtained the information required from the
Provincial Secretary, which he agreed to do.

PETITIONS.
Hon. Mr. Shannon presented a petition from

Herring Cove for aid in reference to dredging
and clearing out the entradce to the harbor.

THE DIFFICULTY AT THE SYDNEY MINES.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table copies of

correspondence relative to the transport of
troops to Sydney last spring at the time of the
difficulty with the miners at that locality. It
states that the expense, £538 ,

has been paid con-
jointly by the local government and the min-
ing associations.
In answer to Mr. Locke hon. Pro. Sec. alluded

to the circumstances of the matter that requir-
ed the prompt transport of the troops to Syd-
ney. In consequence of the difficulty at the
mines the Province had lost considerably, the
amount of coal exported having been neces-
sarily very much less than it otherwise would
have been. If the difficulty, however, had
not been promptly remedied the consequences
might have been much worse. The govern-
ment, however, had not been aware that they
would have been asked to make payment in
such a case, until their attention was called to
it by the Imperial authorities.
Mr. Tobin alluded to the inconvenience that

had resulted to the people of Halifax from the
temporary embarrassment at the mines.
Mr. Stewart Campbell did not doubt

that it was the duty of the Government, in
reference to the general interests of the Pro-
vince, to take the steps they did to quell the
riot

;
but it appeared to him that enormous ex-

pense might have been saved if the service of
the transfer of the troops had been put up to
tender and contract.
Hon. Prov. Sec. had already explained that

the arrangements were made without any
reference to the Local Government, and with-
out any idea upon their part that they would
have to contribute to the expense.
Mr. Locke was of opinion that the service

had cost too much.
Mr. Pryor said that the emergency was

such, as to render the idea suggested by the
hon. mefnber for Guysborough—of putting it

up to to tender, impossible. The troops had to
be sent with great despatch, and there \?as
only one establishment in Halifax capable of
undertaking the service. He presumed the
authorities made the best possible terms with
them that could be made.
Mr. Archibald also was understood to"ex-

press his surprise at the expense that had been
incurred.

miscellaneous matters.
Hon. Prov. Sec., by command, laid on the

table the report of the Emigrant Agent for the
past year, which was read by the Clerk.
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Mr. Lawrence presented a petition from The
Gore, Douglas, County of Hants, against the
present School Act.
Hon. Attorney General from inhabitants of

Antigonish on the same subject.

Mr. McLelan from Joshua Dotten, a Govern-
ment Contractor, praying for remuneration for

losses sustained. Handed to Financial Secre-
tary.
Mr. Donkin from Joseph Clarke and 200 other

inhabitants of Cumberland County against
Confederation.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Wednesday, 1st March.
The house met at 3 o’clock.
A number of bills were read a second time

and referred to Committee on Private Bills.

Mr. Blanchard presented a petition from
D, McKinnon, an aged teacher m Inverness,
asking for a free grant of land.
Also a petition from Jacob Morris, Cumber-

land, in reference to some Crown Lands mat-
ter.

FISHERIES.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a petition

from Mill Cove, St. Margaret’s Bay, relative to
the protection of river fisheries. Also a letter
addressed to the Executive Government upon
obstructions caused to the passage of fish by
the Inland Navigation Company, Shuben-
acadie River. These papers were referred to
the Committee on the Fisheries.

THE DUBLIN EXHIBITION.'
The hon. gentleman also laid on the table

copies of correspondence relative to the Dublin
International Exhibition, which were read by
the Clerk.

, Dr. Hamilton said—I would like to en-
quire by what authority the gentlemen given
as the Committee in connection with this
Exhibition have been named. I wish to know
whether they have been appointed by the
Executive Government or the City of Haliax.
Certainly in looking over the list i find that it

is composed almost exclusively of gentlemen
belonging the city. I think it would be well
if it were remembered at times that there
are other interests beside those of Halifax, and
that if we are to have grain represented and
everything of that kind it would be certainly
well to have some gentlemen on the committee
belonging to the country portions of the Pro-
vince.

lion. Prov. Sec.—The committee was not
appointed by the Executive Government or by
the city of Halifax. A number of gentlemen
were brought together in the first instance
upon the invitation of the Lieutenant Gover-
nor^ or through a communication from Dr.
Honeyman. I was invited to a meeting of
these gentlemen and I stated that if Dr. Honey-
man, who had paid some attention to the sub-
ject, was prepared to submit a scheme by
which it should be shown that the expenditure
of a moderate amount of public money could
secure a beneficial representation of the natur-
al productions of the province, especially of
the mineral resources, the matter would be
brought to the notice of the government. The
committee subsequently forwarded a report
to. the Executive Government, stating what
they proposed to perform and I shall be
very happy to . lay it on the table. The
Government undertook," not to become res-

ponsible in any manner whatever in carrying
forward this Exhibition, but to apply to the
Legislature for an amount of $2000 as the en-
tire contribution of the Province in aid of the
object which these gentlemen have combined
to promote. I may State frankly that the
Government objected to assume the responsi-
bility of entering upon a representation of
Nova Scotia for anything except a small and
definite sum, so soon after the large expendi-
ture incurred in connection with the Great
International Exhibition. By reference to
the report just read it will be seen that the
Exhibition is not to be merely temporary in its

character, but that it is intended to form a
Winter Garden Palace, at which these pro-
ducts and everything that is calculated to
present in a favourable light the resources of
Province, will remain a permanent advertise-
ment in one of the chief cities of the United
Kingdom.
Mr. Miller—I am glad to hear the Provin-

cial Secretary say that the Government are
not responsible for the matter to which the
hon. member for Kings’ has called attention.
It is a mistake that many persons fall into to
imagine that Halifax is the province of Nova
Scotia. The time has come when a stop should
be put to this kind of centralization, and the
rights of the country considered. On refer-
ence to the list of the Committee, I notice that
it is composed of gentlemen resident in Hali-
fax, with one or two exceptions. If this is

not carrying out the doctrine that Halifax is

the whole of Nova Scotia, I don’t know what
it means. These gentlemen have no right to
come forward and ask for a grant of the peo-
ple’s money under such circumstances. If you
go to the different sections of this country, east
or west, you will find gentlemen who are per-
fectly competent to take a part in this matter.
I believe you will not get such a representation
of the natural products of the country as will
do us credit unless you have the feelings of
the people enlisted, and this you cannot do
by making a committee of this kind entirely
local.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane—I think the hon.
member for Richmond complains rather more
about the matter than he has reason to. I
have no doubt that the organization in ques •

tion will contribute largely to the interest of
the province. It is composed of gentlemen
who have contributed largely of their own
private means, and then have come for-

ward asking the government to give a small
contribution for the promotion of the use-
ful object they have in view. I ddn’t approve
of centralization, but I; like to see justice
shown to gentlemen who exhibit much public
spirit. I have no hesitation in saying that if

the matter had been left to gentlemen in the
country it could not have been taken up more
energetically. It is very doubtful if gentle-
men would be induced to come up from dis-

tant counties at their own expense. Suppose
we had gone into a Provincial Exhibition, we
would have incurred a very large expenditure
judging from our experience in connection
with the last International Exhibition. When,
however, we were asked to recommend the
granting of a small contribution towards the
advancement of the object which this organi-'

zation in Halifax wish to attain, could we re-

fuse?
Mr. Stewart Campbell.—

I

find to-day
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that messengers have been directing copies of
paper in which this list is to be found, the Ag-
ricultural Journal, but somehow or other two
or three Counties have not been the recipients
of the information which the hon. gentleman
lias just brought to the notice of the house.
The hon member for Cumberland, in speak-
ing against persons from the country being
placed upon this committee, asks would they
have been willing to come up here at their

own expense, to put tlieir hands into their

pockets for the purpose of discharging a public
duty. Let me tell him, that it would have
been just as competent for the government to

pay gentlemen on a mission of this kind as to

put their hands into the treasury for the pur-
pose of paying gentlemen who came up to at-

tend the Militia Convention which has lately

been held in this city, without authority and
in defiance of the law.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane was understood to

say that copies of the paper in question had
been sent to every member of the Legislature,
and that if the hon. member had not received
one, it must have been an oversight.
Mr. Archibald.—If gentlemen from the

different sections of this country had been in-

vited to attend the expenses entailed would be
much greater. Could any gentlemen be invi

ted to come up from the country without pay-
ments. If instead of devoting the funds to

the procuring of articles for the exhibition,

they were expended for the expenses of
gentlemen from the country, would the
interests of the Province be subserved. I

know from my own experience how incon-
venient it is for gentlemen in the coun-
try to come up to attend such affairs.

Though my name is on the committee I have
not yet been able to attend any of these meet-
ings in consequence of pressing engagements.
Ilook upon this matter as entirely distinct

from a provincial one. A number of gentle-
men have combined for the purpose of giving
information to the old country concerning our
resources, and we should certainly encourage
them as far ss we are able. Perhaps, as it is,

our representation will be only feeble, compar-
ed with what it might be, but still it would be
very unfortunate if Nova Scotia were not re-

presented at all. We have only to look at the
results obtained from the representation of
Nova Scotia in 1861 in the great International
Exhibition, to think favorably of the efforts

now being made for an Exhibition at Dublin.
This Exhibition, it is noteworthy, will enable
ns to have our resources, not merely tempor-
arily, but permanently, illustrated, as stated
in the papers just read. I may say, however,
that I consider the amount to be given by the
Provincial Government too small. I would
have been disposed in a matter of this kind in
which the province is so deeply interested, to
have contributed a much larger sum.
Mr. Miller—I don’t think that the hon.

member for Cumberland has answered the ob-
jection I took. I don’t complain so much of
the organization of the board, as of the fact
that that board, so organized, representing but
one part of the province, should come before
the house asking for the people’s money. It is

no answer to my objection to say that gentle-
men from the country could not attend. At
all events, their assistance might be solicited,

and I have no doubt that there are many gen-
tlemen in distant counties f.om whom much

useful aid aud advice might be had. I think,
too, that if there is to be a representation of No-
va Scotia at the forthcoming Exhibition, it

should be one worthy of the province, or we
should have none at all. So it was argued
when the subject of representation in the great
Exhibition of London came up in the house in
1861.

Hon. Prov. Sec—

I

don’t think, looking over
this list, that the hon. member lor Richmond
is quite justified in the conclusion he has ar-
rived at. But I am very curious to know what
kind of committee is wanted by the hon. gen-
tleman. He could not wish to see a county
representation in a matter of this kind. It was
not done in the case of the Internatioal Exhi-
bition. He surely does not wish to have a
House of Assembly iu the committee. The
selection of this committee, I have already
stated, was not made by the Government; but
ou an analysis of its composition, I do not
find much ground for the charge made against
it. It is quite legitimate for gentlemen repre-
senting county constituencies to object to any
thing like undue influence being given to the
city, but on examining this list what do I find.

First, I see that His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant Governor is the Chairman^ If that high
functionary is ready to give his time and at-

tention to the promotion of the country’s re-

sources, we must feel it is a compliment to the
province. Then we find the name of Major-
General Doyle—a gentleman who has admin-
istered the government in a manner that has
been eminently satisfactory to all classes and
arties of this country, and who has always
one his best to advance its interests when-

ever it has b^en in his power. Then we have
the Chief Justice. I think from the position
that gentleman occupies, and the manner in
which he has been identified with the interests
of this country, that he is well entitled to be a
member of the Committee—that it is very un-
likely the people will find fault with his se-

lection. The next person is a representative
of the county of Cumberland. I have never
had the honour of representing a city consti-
tuency. My interest lies in the county of
Cumberland. The next gentleman is the re-
presentative of an Eastern county—Antigo-
nishe. He is a gentleman who has been iden-
tified not only through his public career with
the country, but who is known to have always
taken a deep interest in the agriculture of the
province, aud everything that is calculated to
promote its prosperity. I refer to the hon.
Atty. Genl. The next on the list are the names
of Mr. MeCully, and the Receiver General,
who reside in Halitax, but both of whom are
largely identified with the country. The next
is the honorable Mr. Howe, who is not
a resident of the city, but of Dartmouth.
He has occupied a position which, no one
will deny, enables him to fill the position with
profit to the province. Then the next person
is one whose life has been spent in the country
UDtil within a few weeks ago—all of whose
interests are identified with the country—the
hon. member for Annapolis. The next is Mr.
Richey, the Mayor, and I cannot think, how-
ever disposed the hon. gentleman for Rich-
mond may be to “run a muck” against the
city, he will object to the presence of that gen-
tleman on the board. The next person is one
who has not the misfortune to live in the city
of Halifax—the hon. member for Colchester.
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Then comes the member for the city of Hali-
fax—Mr. Tobin—who served long and zealous-

ly upon the former committee entrusted with
the management of the representation of Nova
Scotia at the great exhibition. We find next
the name of Mr. TJniacke, and if there is a
gentleman entitled to be on that committee, it

is he. We all know that he not only gave his

time and attention to the committee already
referred to, but was of very great service to

the province at the exhibition in London.
Next we see the name of Mr. Robert Morrow
who, it is well known, is always ready to ad-
vance the interests of this country whenever
it is in his power. And I may also mention
that the Mining Association, with which he is

connected, has generously consented to place
a gigantic block of coal at the exhibition—there
to remain a monument of the great natural
resources of this country for all time to come
in one of the great centres of industry of the
United Kingdom. Then we find next Mr.
Andrew Downs, whose services to this coun-
try as a naturalist, need hardly be mentioned
at this time of day. The next gentleman has
pot the misfortune to reside in Halifax, and
when I name him I mention one to whom
the province is deeply indebted in many
respects—I allude to Professor How, resi-

dent in the county of Hants. The next
gentleman I find on the list is Professor Law-
son who happens to live some fifteen miles
outside of the city upon a farm. As connected
with the agriculture of the country—being the
Secretary of the Board of Agriculture—as a
gentleman of wide scientific attainments, no
one will deny that his services must be very
useful. After him come the ex-Mayor, Mr.
Hill, and another eminent naturalist John R.
Willis. When gentlemen take the trouble to
run their eye over the organization of this
committee they will find a most influential re-
presentation of the country. I believe that the
examination of that list, from the beginning to
the end, will tell the House that instead of
there being any disposition whatever to press
unduly the influence of the city of Halifax, a
most full and influential representation of the
county has been given. Look at the Execu-
tive Committee, and the first name you see is

that of Mr. McKinlay, chairman,—a gentleman
who has spent more time and labour gratuit-
ously for the purpose of presenting in the most
attractive and beneficial manner the products
of Nova Scotia, than perhaps any other man
in the province. Then we find the name of
Dr. Bernard Gilpin, and any one acquainted
with him, knows that he has been rightly se-
lected in consequence of the high attainments
he possesses, and of the large amount of skill
which he can bring to bearm connection with
anything that touches the natural history of
the province. Next we see the name of T. M.
Jones, whose laborious co-operation and skill,

in connection with the International Exhi-
bition, are everywhere known and appreciated.
Not only were his skill and scientific knowledge
of great value in reference to general matters,
but he gave a great deal of labour to the pre-
paration of fish for representation. The next
gentleman does not live in the city of Halifax,
Dr Forrester who, it is needless to state, gave
a great deal of attention to the former exhi-
bition, and has always been ready to give his
co-operation in everything that is calculated
to advance the industrial resources of Nova

Scotia. The next gentleman is Alderman Jen-
nings who, it is known, gave to the late go-*
vernment the best aid in his power in refer-
ence to the past exhibition. The only remain-
ing gentleman on the Executive committee is

the one upon whom above all others the res-
ponsibility falls,— one who lives hundreds of
miles away from the city in the direction of
the constituency represented by the hon. mem-
ber for Richmond,— Dr. Honeyman. In nam-
ing him, I refer to a gentleman who is respect-
ed throughout the province for the vigorous
and efficient aid he has on every occasion when
his services were required afforded. The only
gentleman that will derive one penny of re-
muneration for his services from the public
money contributed in aid of this committee is

therefore one entirely unconnected with the
city, but closely identified with the country.
Therefore, I say that whilst the government
are not in a position to claim any responsi-
bility in reference to the committee, yet I con-
sider that it is one which is calculated to pro-
mote the public interests. I think that I can
safely appeal, not to ttje citizens of Halifax
only, but to the people of the province at large*
and ask whether I may not justify the
construction of this committee and maintain
that it presents not a monopoly of city influ-
ence, but such an amount of weight as

#
the

country may be fairly entitled to. I may add
that the government did not feel themselves
justified, so soon after so large an expenditure
of public money in connection with the Inter-
national Exhibition, in undertaking the re-
sponsibility in the present case and incurring
the large expense that would necessarily have
devolved upon them. All that they did, after
the report which I shall now present to the
house to be read, was to express their willing-
ness to give a small contribution to the import-
ant object which these gentlemen to whom I
have alluded have taken up—the representation
of our resources at the forthcoming Dublin
Exhibition.
The report was read by the Clerk, after which
Mr. Miller said—Any person who has

listened to the long harangue of the hon. Prov.
Sec., would imagine that I had asserted some-
thing to the disparagement of the gentlemen
who compose the committee. Whereas tho
house will agree with me that no amount of
ingenuity can construe my remarks into any
thing like a reflection upon any one of these
gentlemen

;
on the contrary I am prepared to

endorse everything that the hon. Prov.. Sec.
has said as to the personal qualifications and
merits of the gentlemen who form the com-
mittee, from His Excellency down to Mr.
Willis—and, to add my meed of praise to the
eulogium which he has just passed upon them.
My objection was of an entirely different
character, and it will not do for the Prov. Sec.
to endeavor to draw the attention of the house
from the real ground of complaint. I objected
that in the selection of a body of men who,
wrere to form a committee to represent the in-
terests of the whole province, it was exceeding-
ly unfair that with, but a few exceptions, they
should be residents of the city of Halifax. It
was true that the hon. Prov. Secy, and hon.
Atty. Genl. represented country constituencies,
but they had their residences in the city, and
it was not to be expected that with their pub-
lic duties, they would be in the position to
bestow that attention upon the subject th~t
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gentlemen resident in the country would do.
There are 18 counties in the Province, and yet
when I take up the list, I find that 14 or 15 of
the gentlemen who compose it, actually live
in the city of Halifax. Is it fair then, I ask,
that the 17 counties outside of Halifax should
not receive equal representation, especially in
a case like this, where a grant is asked from
the public Treasury? It will not do for the
lion. Prov. Secy, to endeavour to throw dust
in my eyes, by eulogizing in eloquent terms,
the merits of the various gentlemen who are
upon this Committee. I agree with him per-
fectly in everything that he has said upon that
subject. For many of these gentlemen I en-
tertain the highest respect

;
and as regards Dr

Honeyman, I am sure every one must feel

that We are under the deepest obligations
to him, for the ability, industry, and zeal
with which he represented the interests of No-
va Scotia at the last great Exhibition in Lon-
don. My objection, however, as I before sta-
ted, was not to the names, but to the fact of
their being nearly all drawn from one locali-

ty. It was an objection easily removed for if

it was considered essential that those gentle-
men should be upon the committee it was com-
petent to add others from the rural districts,

and thus secure the proper representation of
the interests of the whole province. So farfrom
being averse to the expenditure of this sum, (if

the object is properly carried out) I think the
amount, compared with the grant of £6000 a
few years ago, when the revenue was not in as
flourishing a condition as now, is too small if

we wish to obtain a proper representation of
the industry and resources of tins province

—

and, therefore, I should not object to even a
larsrer sum if the objections I have referred to
Were removed. I do not deny the right of any
number of gentlemen in Halifax or elsewhere,
to unite for this or any other object, ifthat object
is to be carried out at their own expense. But
when this self-constituted Committee, as it ap-
pears to me to be, for no one know how it was
organized, comes before the people’s represen-
tatives for a grant of the people’s money, the
case is different. If we grant money to a mere
local organization in the city, must we not do
the same thing to other sections of the Pro-
vince? If any number of gentlemen in the ex-
treme West or East—inPictou or Kings—form
a society for representing the products of their
sections at the proposed exhibition, if the pre-
sent application be granted, how can you in
justice refuse any of those. Are not their
claims equal to the claims of Halifax?
Hon. Atty. Gen. said,—No person feels the

importance of proper representation more
than I do, and I am inclined to regret that the
sum recommended is not larger. If, therefore,
any gentleman feels disposed to move that the
amount be increased the Government will not
stand in the way of a supplemental grant. We
were told the other day when discussing an-
other question that the Government had pur-
sued an unwise course in seeking the assist-

ance and advice of gentlemen from the coun-
try upon the subject of the defences of the pro-
vince, and that the action of the Commander-
in-Chief in summoning those gentlemen to the
city for that purpose was unconstitutional and
contrary to law. I will put this case upon the
same footing, and, ask how can gentlemen from
the country act upon the committee without
being present in the city.

Mr. Miller—If appointed they could cor-
respond with the board here.
Hon. Atty. Gen.—That has probably been

done before now. There is no doubt that Mr,
Honeyman, who knows from past experience
the proper persons to apply to, has opened up
correspondence with them. But suppose that
the government had summoned gentlemen
from the country—which they could not do
without paying their expenses—what would
have been the result? We would have heard
the member for Guysborough charging them,
as he had done in reference to the militia con-
vention, with unauthorized expenditure of the
public money.
M-. Stewart Campbell.—To be sure I

would.
Hon. Atty. Genl.—The government were

then in the position of being blamed by the
member for Guysborough for spending public
monies upon this object, and by the member
for Richmond for not having spent them. I
think the head of the government in selecting
the members of the committee had a right to
assume that his choice would meet with the
approval of the Legislature and the people,
for he had been guided to a large extent by
the names of these gentlemen who at the last

Exhibition had been charged with the expen-
diture of £6,000, and as no complaints had
been made of the manner in which they had
discharged their duties, he had a right to as-
sume that the interests of the whole provip.ee,
had secured proper consideration at their
hands.
Dr. Hamilton said,—I am not sorry that I;

asked the question as regards the appointment
of this committee, for although I do not object
to the names ofany of the gentlemen who form
it, I think it is right that upon a subject
in which the whole Province is interested
that the country should know how it has been
constituted. I have always been in favor of
these exhibitions as a means of shewing to the
world the capabilities of the province. The
exhibitions that have been held have done
more to advance the interests of Nova Scotia
than anything I know of. If I had known
this discussion was coining up, I would have
been prepared with some extracts from the
report of the commissioners of the last great
International Exhibition, shewing the advan-
tage that Nova Scotia had derived from having
her apples and other fruit at the world’s great
fair. There is one gentleman whose name I
would like to see upon this committee, and I

am not aware whether he was offered a plafce

there or not. I allude to Robt. Q. Haliburton,
Esq., a gentleman who, in connection with the
last exhibition, probably did more service than
anybody else, in travelling about the country,
lecturing, and collecting materials for the work.
I think he is entitled to be asked to take part
in this committee. I repeat, again, that I have
no personal objection to any member of the
committee, but it would have looked just as
well if more gentlemen from the country had
been upon it.

Mr. S Campbell said—I think that the house
and government ought to feel under deep ob-,

ligalion to the hon. members for the counties
of Kings and Richmond, for bringing up this

discussion, inasmuch as it afforded them the
means of showing the country an industrial ex-
hibition , which has been rather scarce since

the commencement of the session. T hope,
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however, that the committee who ar^charged
with representing the interests of Nova Scotia
at this exhibition, will not send across the
water any specimens of our Legislation, for if

they did theywould reflect anything but credit
upon us. The hon. Attorney General thought
proper to say that if this committee had been
constituted differently, and the expenses of
these who came from the country had been
paid out of the public funds, I would have ob-
jected as I did in another case. I will answer
him by saying that if the law authorized such
an expenditure I should not have objected,
but, if it did not, I most certamly would have
done so. I presume he alluded to my remarks
of a previous day, in reference to the militia

convention (for I will not call it a court) which
recently sat in this city. I understand that
over £100 has been paid out of the public trea-

sury for the expenses of the members of that
convention. If that is the case I do not hesi-

tate to tell the Attorney General that that sum
has been paid in violation of the law.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said: It will be quite time

enough to raise that question when it comes
up legitimately for discussion

;
but, at present,

I consider it entirely aside from the subject
before the House. When it does come up, the
government will be fully prepared to meet it.

I must certainly have misapprehended the re-

marks of the hon. member for Richmond, (Mr.
Miller,) for I thought the whole scope of his
remarks went to find fault with the construc-
tion of this Committee, and that was the rea-
son why I occupied the time of the House, in
referring to the qualification of the gentlemen
who were upon it. I am much relieved by
the observations of that hon. gentle-
man, that he will make no objection to the
granting of the money.
Mr. Miller—I repeat, my objection was

not to the individuals upon the Committee,
but to the exclusive character it presented, as
representing Halifax alone.
Hon. Prov. Secy.—I am happy to have the

endorsement of the hon. gentleman, upon the
remarks T made as to the personal qualifica-

tions of the committee
;
and it is a still greater

consolation to know that he does not intend to

oppose the grant of money the government
have pledged. It seems, then, that the objec-
tion of the hon. gentleman is narrowed down
to this point, that the majority of the Commit-
tee have the misfortune to reside in the city of
Halifax. In dealing with this subject, I may
remark, that I deemed it my duty to go more
minutely into the question, than I would have
done, had I been personally responsible for
the construction of this Committee, because
the gentleman who called it into existence had
not the same means of being acquainted with
the character and qualifications of those who
composed it. Now, upon taking up this list,

what do we find? That no less than seven of
this small Committee do not reside in Halifax
at all.

Mr, Miller—name them.
Hon. Prov. Sec.—Hon. Mr. Howe, Mr.

Archibald, Mr. Downs, Prof. How, Prof.
Lawson, Mr. Livesey, Rev. Dr. Forrester, and
I find that there is still another, Prof. Honey-
man, so there are really eight living outside
of the unfortunate city of Halifax. But what
more do I find—and I invite the particular at-
tention of the member for Richmond, who
seems to consider it such a great crime to re-

side in the city of Halifax, to the fact that I
hold in my hand a list of the names of a com-
mission formed by the late Government under
the deliberate sanction of the Home—not as in
this instance to expend the comparatively
small sum of £500 upon a hastily extemporized
Exhibition—but charged with the important
functions of seeing that Nova Scotia was pro-
perly represented at the Exhibition of all
Nations in 1861— and I must remind
the honourable gentleman that that
list received his tacit approval, inasmuch
as he allowed the money which they' had ex-
pended to pass unchallenged. Now, of whom
do we find that list to be composed? The first

name is that of A. W. McKinlay, a resident of
Halifax; the second, hon. A. G. Archibald,
then Attorney General, and a resident of Hali-
fax ; the next, J. H. Anderson, a resident of
Halifax; the fourth, Mr. Wier, a resident of
Halifax;—then we have Mr. Jones, P. C. Hill,
John Tobin, Charles • Tupper, John Esson,
"Wm. Cunard, John Bell, James Thompson,
S. Caldwell, A. M. Hniacke, R. G. Fraser, and
John Campbell,—the whole eighteen, residents
of the city of Halifax.
Dr. Hamilton—Was’that just.
Hon. Pro. Sec.—

I

presume the manner in
which they discharged their duties must have
given satisfaction to the country generally, as
no member has ever questioned it. I shall not
occupy the time of the house further than by
remarking, that when the gentleman who
formed this committee was aware of the fact
that the construction of the former board,
composed entirely of the citizens of Halifax,
had met with the approval of the legislature,
it was but natural for him to suppose that in
the formation of this small committee no ob-
jection would be taken to the majority being
composed of those residing in the city.

Mr. Miller said that no better illustration
of the species of argument used by the hon.
Prov. Sec. when he found himself in a dilem-
ma, was needed, than the speech he had just
delivered. When he finds that he could not
justify himself in any other way, he invariably
resorted to the excuse that somebody else had
done so before him. And so the other day
when charged by the member for South Col-
chester with delay in bringing forward the
public business, he sought to shield himself
with the excuse that previous governments had
been guilty of the same thing. The hon. gen-
tleman should know, however, that that sort
of argument would not satisfy the country

—

even when given with double the energy and
eloquence of the Provincial Secretary. The
house would appreciate the ingenuousness of
the hon. Prov. Sec. in reading over the list

of names, and putting them all down as
residents of Halifax, without taking into
consideration the fact that some of them re-
presented country constituencies. Of a like
piece is his attempt to take me to task, and
hold me responsible for the complexion of a
committee formed long before I had a seat in
the house. I am inclined to think that the ac-
counts had been passed also before I came to
this house, so that I had not the opportunity,,
if I had had the wish, to attack them. If the
hon. gentleman cannot bring forward any bet-
ter arguments than these to support his posi-
tion, he had better not advance any at all.

—

The objections that I have made to this com-
mittee have been advanced in no hostile spirit
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to the city of Halifax, but simply because I
think that justice has not been done to the
country, and while I admit the qualifications
of the gentlemen upon the committee, I by no
means forget that there are other gentlemen
outside of the city equally as competent, whose
claims have been overlooked.
Hon. Prov. Secretary said — I cannot

forbear alluding to the extraordinary posi-
tion assumed by the hon. member for Guys-
bpro,’ and also by the honble leader of the op-
position in relation to the business of the house.
Those who are familiar with the parliamen-
tary practice of countries in which responsible
government is in force, will peruse the re-
cords in vain to find charges of a similar na-
ture to those preferred by these hon. gentlemen
against the Government. The complaint gene-
rally was, not that the Government occupied
too little time, but that they monopolized so
much of the time as to. prevent the gentlemen
of the Opposition from bringing forward and
elaborating those important public measures
which it was the privilege of a constitutional
Opposition to introduce. So much was this
the case in the House of Commons, that the
Government had to get the sanction of the
House to set apart certain nights for the dis-
cussion of Government measures. The hon.
member for Richmond misunderstood me
when he said I charged previous Governments
with delay in forwarding the public business.
I said that the experience of all former Govern-
ments showed that in the preparation of mea-
sures upon important subjects, some time was
requisite, after the house met, for consultation
with their supporters. The Government at the
lastsesfeion, it was true, inaugurated the novel
system of bringing forward their measures at
an earlier period than had ever been done be-
fore, and I am in the judgment of the house
when I say that they introduced enough sub-
jects to last for five or six sessions, and des-
patched an amount of business without pa-
rallel in any previous session. The house has
now been in session for nearly three weeks,
and the government has occupied the whole
time.
Mr. Archibald.—The clerks have.
Dr. Tupper.—The clerks have been employ-

ed in bringing to the notice of hon. members
the important public documents submitted
by the government. But surely the hon. gen-
tleman would hardly take the position that the
government should occupy the whole time of
the house. Had no independent member any
measure to introduce, or any grievance to bring
forward? If not, it was surely a matter of great
congratulation to the government that had
brought legislation to such a pitch of perfec-
tion as this.

The hon. member for Guysborough had,
with that deep and pungent satire for
which he is so remarkable, expressed
the hope that no specimen of our le-

gislation should be sent across the water. I
can only say, sir, that we can with just pride
send to the old country some of the legislation
that has engaged our attention since this ses-
sion has commenced as a proof that we are not
only a people so rich in natural resources as to
challenge comparison with any other part of
the known world, but that we are also liberal
enough and intelligent enough to receive with
open arms those capitalists from abroad, who
may wish to employ their skill, energy, and

wealth in developing the industry of the coun-
try. Therefore I say, sir, that the government
have discharged the duty they owed to the
country in thus assisting to perfect measures
fraught with such beneficial results to the in-
dustrial interests of the Province—and based
upon the principles of sound legislation.
Mr. McLellan said—The Hon. Prov. Secy,

forgets that these specimens of legislation he is

so anxious to parade across the water came
from independent members of the house, and
therefore the government cannot take any
credit to themselves.
Hon. Prov. Secy.—

I

merely said that the
government had given their assistance to the
gentlemen who introduced them.
Mr. McLelan continued—The Hon. Prov.

Secy, asks if we have no grievances to redress.
I answer him, that whatever grievances we
may have we are content to hold them back
until the great grievance the country com-
plains of, the schook bill, has been properly
dealt with by the government; and until that
is done, we are content to waive matters of
minor interest. There is some difference too,
between the position of affairs this session and
the last. It will be remembered that a resolu-
tion was passed, changing the financial year,
so as to make it close on the 30th September,
instead of Dacember as formerly, and the
avowed objact was to enable the government
to call the house together earlier than usual.

—

And I believe that the Hon. Provincial
Secretary stated that he intended to
summon the bouse in the middle of January
but in consequence of the great question of
Confederation having come up it was postpon-
ed for another month. So that we are now
two months from the time originally intended
for the opening of the Legislature, and still no
measures. I therefore think that we have
good cause to complain that the government
have not furnished us with work; and lam
sure that the discussion would not have taken
place to-day had there been other work before
us.

Mr. Archibald said—The hon. Prov. Secre-
tary seems to think that it is a very extraordi-
nary thing for the members of the opposition
to complain that the government have not fur-

nished them with work. I think it is still more
extraordinary for the leader of the government
to take credit to himself for enlarged states-
manlike views, because the house had passed
a few bills to incorporate coal mining com-
panies—passed without debate and as a matter
of course, and these, too, introduced by inde-
pendent members,—and yet this was the sub-
ject upon which the hon. gentleman had grown
so eloquent and had just dilated in such glow-
ing terms. Surely the hon. Provincial Se-
cretary does not pretend to say that when
they kept the clerks day after day reading
long public documents to which nobody listen-

ed, they were discharging the high functions of
a Government. I think, sir, that the Opposi-
tion have shown a spirit in regard to the trans-
action of the public business which it would
have been well for that hon. gentleman, when
he occupied a similar position, if he had emu-
lated. They have shown a disposition to for-

ward the business of the House, and not fac-
tiously to obstruct or embarrass the Govern-
ment, as they might have done if they had
been so disposed. If the Government were
not ready with the public business, they should
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not have called the House together until they
were. It was true that a large amount of legis-

lation had taken place last session ;
but the

greater portion of the time was occupied in the

revision of the statutes, and when there was
nothing else to do, the Government used to

pitch a chapter of the Revised Statutes on the

table, and there was work for the day. I re-

peat what I said the other day, that we have
spent a large portion of time, and have very
little to show for it; and I do hope that the

Government wiil at an early day bring down
the measures promised in the speech, so that

members may have ample time to consider

them before they come up for discussion. I. do
not believe that this discussion would havp
taken place to-day, but for the dearth of busi-

ness, and when the hon. Prov. Sec. could grow
so eloquent upon the subject of the incorpora-
tion of a few coal companies, it only showed
with what facility that hon. gentleman could
speak upon any subject, no matter how unin-
terestingit might he.
Mr. Killam said the object the hon member

for Richmond had in view had been entirely
misrepresented. He complained, not of the
committee itself, but that the different parts of

the Province had not been properly repsesent-
ed upou it. I have never had much opinion
irsyself as to the advantages of these exhibi-
tions, and I think that very often the expense
incurred exceeds the advantages to be derived
Mr. Tobin said—I have been listening pati-

ently, anxious to hear the complaints that hon.
gentlemen have to make against the city of
Halifax. Now as regards the construction of
this committee, the first I heard of it was when
I received a note from Dr. Honeyman asking
me to attend at Government House. I attend-
ed accordingly with a number of other gentle-
men, and his Excellency read a communica-
tion from the Commissioners at home, inviting
the cooperation of the Governors of the vari-
ous Colonies. The committee was then orga-
nized, and as regards its complexion, I may
say, that I should have been exceedingly glad
if more gentlemen from the country had been
placed upon it, if it is thought that the object
would be more efficiently carried out. What I
do complain of is that the Government refused
to contribute more. than £500, which, in my
opinion, is not moro than enough to pay for
newspaper advertising, freight, and other
charges. The subject lias been taken up too
late, as was the case with the last exhibition.
The articles have to be in Dublin by the 1st
April, and that does not give time to obtain a
proper representation.
Non. Atty General said that the Cot ;rn

ment had nothing originally to do with the
matter. The correspondence had taken place
with the head of the Government, and the
committee had been principally arranged by
Dr. Honeyman, who had been guided to a large
extent by the names of the last committee. Dr.
Honeyman was requested to make an estimate
of the cost, and he had replied that he thought
$2000 was all that could be judiciously expend
ed in the short time at his disposal, And the
government, relying upon his experience, had
recommended that sum. I trust that no gen-
tleman will object to that sum. And as regards
the complexion of the committee, I do not think
any portion of the country will have any
cause to complain of not being fairly re-
'•esented. It would have been exceedingly

7

difficult to have got gentlemen from the coun-
try to have acted upon this committee, for

after all the whole work is done by the execu-
tive, committee, who must he in constant com-
munication with each other, and they could
not be expected to attend m town without
considerable expense being incurreed. As to
the remark of the member for the North Ri-
ding of Colchester upon the progress of public
business, I may say, that although he is cor-

rect in stating that the change in the financial
year enables the trade returns to he laid upon,
the table at an early period, yet still a number
of days must elapse betore the house can fairly

get to work. I would remind those gentlemen
who complain of the want of work, that there
is abundance of matter upon the table to keep
the committees engaged, and there is no objec-
tion to their exhibiting their industry in that
respect.
As to the school bill, I have before remarked

that it stands in a different position to any
other question. It i3 well known that former
governments have endeavored to deal with
this difficult question without success, and this

government has been the first to deal with it

in a practical form. The act introduced
last session only came into operation last

autumn, and it was necessary to obtain inform-
ation as to its working in the different locali-

ties, which could not be done until the repre-
sentatives of the various counties had met to-

gether. It was, therefore, impossible for the
government sooner to have matured the mea-
sure. I repeat again, and the journals will
bear me out in the assertion, that up to this

time there has been as much work done as in
any previous session for the last ten years, and
I do not think anyb >dy has a right to complain
of delay on the part of the government.
Mr. Stewaht Campbell said that as they

were acquiring such a character for industry it

would be a pity to adjourn at such an early
hour, and I shall, therefore, make a few ob-
servations m reply to the lion. Prov. Sec. On
a former day I referred to the fact that for
three successive Saturdays the house had not
met at all, and if I am rightly informed a
fourth is to be added to the list, for I under-
stand that next Saturday tho government in-
tend to devote to a visit to the country and I
suppose there will be no house. Again, I think
that reference to the journals will show that
during the first few’ weeks of previous sessions
the house was in the habit of meeting earlier
in the day than three o’clock. The govern-
ment then, in my opinion, are fairly charge-
able with mispending the public time. The
honorable Provincial Secretary had refer-
red in glowing terms to the bills that had
been passed lor the incorporation of Coal
Mining Companies; but he deserved no credit
for these,—they were brought in by indepen-
dent members, and the Government had no-
thing whatever to do with them. We have
been told that it is not the primary duty of a
Government to bring forward the public busi-
ness. To that doctrine I entirely dissent; as
also to the statement made by the Provincial
Secretary, that they had had so much legisla-
tion last session that no more was required.
What could be said with regard to the position
of the important subject of education, which
was agitating the public mind to so large an
extent? Was it to be said that there was no
need for legislation there, when it was cor'*»-
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dered that nine-tenths of the people of Nova
Scotia were suffering from the want of educa-
tion, through the act of the Government at the
last session. I consider that it was the duty
of the Government to have informed them-
selves upon this subject during the recess, in-
stead of absenting themselves from the coun-
try, endeavoring to form the constitution of a
great nation in a few days—I say days, for their
nights were more agreeably occupied—and
then coming down to the House unprepared to
bring forward a measure of such vital import-
ance to the people of this country-
We are told by the Attorney General that

the committees were organized and ready for
work. I would ask him whether he has shown
the example to the Post Office Committee, of
which he is chairman, and I shall be surprised
if he has even yet organized it. There is a
great deal’ of force in the observations of the
member for North Colchester, when lie said
that the change in the financial year had beet,
made for the purpose of allowing the house tc

meet earlier, and I am sorry that has not been
the result. I think that not only should the
trade returns be on the table, but the Financial
Secretary should be prepared with his est

mates. I think, sir, I have shown that the go
vermuent have failed in expediting the publi
business, and that the country has a right to
ask, Have we a Government? I recollect very
well, when the Provincial Secretary led the
Opposition, he was constantly taunting the
government with not bringing down measures,
and although he may say that this is a tu quo-
que argument, I must remind him that as lie

comes here as the great champion of retrench-
ment, we of course expect better things from
him.

PETITIONS.
Mr MoLelan presented a petition from Ons-

low for the repeal of the school act; also, one
from Londonderry against Confederation, and
one from Dr. McRoberts, which latter was
handed to Pro. Sec.
Hon. Pro. Sec. remarked that the hon. gen-

tleman ought to be very thankful to the go-
vernment for not hastily rushing public mea-
sures through the house, for if they had done
so his constituents would have been shut out
from expressing their views upon a great pub-
lic question.
Mr. McLellan only wished the measures

laid upon the table—not to have them hastily
decided.
Mr. Tobin presented a petion from William

C. Moir, praying for a return of duties.
Dr. Brown from an aged teacher for a free

grant of land.
Mr. Tobin also presented two petitions from

St. Margaret’s Bay, on the subject of the seine
fishery, asking that petitioners may be heard
before fishery committees.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Thursday, March 2, 1865.

The house met at 3 o’clock,

Mr. Robicheau presented a petition from a
number of the inhabitants of Beaver River,
Digby, asking the house not to go back to the
old school law.
Mr. D. Fraser introduced an act to amend

chap. 79 R. S. of Pilots, Harbors, and Harbor-
masters,

Mr. Blackwood presented a petition for a
way office.

Hon. Mr. McKinnon presented three peti-
tions—one from W. Valentine and others, ano-
ther from David McNair and others, and ano-
ther A. McGillivray and others—all from Anti-
gonishe on the school act.
Mr. Ross presented a petition, signed by

Rev. J. Shaw and 132 others of Tnganisbe;
another from Murdoch McDonald and others
of St. Ann’s, and a third from the same place,
all against Union of the Colonies.

coal returns.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table the return

asked for.by the hon. member for Inverness,
(Mr. Blanchard) .showing the amount of royalty
paid on cod. The total receipts for the 9
months of 1804 were $37,867; of the 12 months,
$49,079.80. The amount received from Cape
Breton is $29,387.62, and from Nova Scotia pro-
per $19,692.18. The amount received from the
mining association is $20,186.85, and from the
other mines $28,898 95.'

RAILWAY report.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table the railway-

report for the quarter of 1864, and alluded brief-
ly to its contents.
The Report shows that for the nine months

of 1864, ending 30th September, as compared
with the same period of 1863, there has been an
increase in the traffic receipts on the line of
$16,438.22.

The receipts for 1864 being $119,602.12
For 1863. . .

.'

103,164.50

Increase $16,438.22

These receipts are derived from the several
branches of traffic, as follows:
Passengers $55,878 47
Horse and Waggon 9,872 36
Freight 53,851 89

Total $119,602 72

Shewing an increase over the same period of
last year, on these several services, as follows,
viz.:

Passengers $7,148 11

Horse and Waggon 1,439 32
Freight 7,859 79

Total increase $16,438 79
The number of passengers' carried is 86,090,

exclusive of 920 members of the Legislature,
Canadian visitors, &c., and 6,929 teamsters car-
ried free; or a total of 95,939 passengers carried
safely over the line in the period covered by
this report,—being an increase over the same
months of 1863 of 11,326.

The increase in freight carried, as shewn
by the returns attached to Mr. Taylor’s report,
i3 equally satisfactory, and proves beyond
doubt the rapidity and steadiness with which
the facility of transport afforded by the Rail-
way is extending and enlarging branches of
trade and industry already established, and
developing new sources of industry of which
our people readily avail themselves.
The weight of freight moved in the nine

months was 42,406 tons.

The Accountant’s report shews the total
gross receipts for the nine months
to be $121,754 45
Total expenses 98,24 .-**i

Leaving a nett revenue balance of. . .$23,511 55
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There is an increase in the expenses charged,
as compared with last year, of $8736.20. Of
this sum twelve hundred dollars is properly
chargeable to last year, being the amount
awarded by the Railway Committee at the

last Session of the Legislature, to Contrac-
tors, for upholdence.
This increased expenditure is the result of

the large outlay on permanent way and fenc-

ing. On fencing alone there has been expend-
ed the sum of $5,184.88, against $403.55 for the

same service last year. For this expenditure
the Road Inspector reports, that in addition to

the fencing partially repaired, nearly twenty

-

two miles of fence was taken down and rebuilt,

and new posts and rails replaced for decayed
ones; and two and one-fourth miles of entirely

new fence built on the Windsor Branch. The
Road Inspector reports that up to 30th Septem
her, 1864, a total of 36.312 new sleepers were
put into the road, exclusive of new sleepers

used iu the construction of sidings. For this

branch of the service the outlay exceeds that

of last year by $5,569.02.

A perusal of Mr. Marshall’s report will show
a great deal of work done during the season in

repairing, and, in many cases, rebuilding, cul-

vert's and drains, in constructing necessary
sidings for the accommodation of the increas-

ing traffic on the road, and iu the general re-

pair <f stations and buildings. The roadway
has been kept in excellent repair, and there is

every reason to believe that, at the close' of the
season, it will be in good condition to meet the
exigency of our winter climate.
The Report also adds that the constant and

heavy work is beginning to tell very heavily
on the rolling stock, more particularly on
the freight and flat cars,

PETITION.

Mr. S. Campbell presented a petition from
the merchants of Port Mulgrave, in the County
of Guysboro, asking that a bonded warehouse
may be established at that place.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copy of a

communication from the Adjutant General
relative to the issue of swords to the Militia.

Also, a copy of correspondence relative to

the appointment of Hon. Jas. McDonald as
Financial Secretary.
Also, correspondence asked for by the hon.

member for Victoria respecting the appoint-
ment of Murdoch McLeod as Inspector -of

Statute Labor.
LICENSES.

Mr. Tobin presented a petition ofmagistrates,
miners and others at Tangier, asking for an
alteration in the license law. The hon. mem-
ber stated that a similar petition was present-
ed, and a bill in accordance therewith was in-

troduced, by himself last session, but the
House would take no action in the matter.
Two years’ experience of the license lav/ had
proved that it had not the tendency to prevent
the sale of intoxicating liquors. On the con-
trary, a number of unlicensed groggeries bad
grown up aloug the Eastern shore and in the
neighborhood of Tangier. The petitioners feel

that a house of entertainment is necessary at
Tangier, for the accommodation of travellers.
The hon. gentleman then introduced a bill to

amend chap 19, R. S., of the sale of spirituous
liquors.

BILLS, &c.

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to alter the
time of holding the general sessions in the dis-
trict of Barrington, Shelburne county.
Mr. Killam presented a petition from Yar-

mouth in reference to a light house at Little
Hope.

Dr. Hamilton presented a petition from E.
C. Foster and others, inhabitants of Berwick,
in reference to the opening up of an improved
line of road as a mail route.
Mr. Lawrence presented a petition from a

number of the inhabitants of Kenetcook, Hants,
asking for authority to sell a school lot.

second readings.
The hills to incorporate the Union Engine

Go., and to amend the act incorporating the
Union Protection Company, were read a se-

cond time, and referred to committee on City
bills.

THE PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF MARRIED
WOMEN.

Dr. Hamilton moved the second reading of
the bill which he introduced on the first day of
the session, entitled an act “ for the better pro-
tection of tlie rights and estates of married wo-
men.” He stated that the bill was intended to
protect women who have property before, or
acquire it after marriage, from the incapacity or
bad conduct of their husbands. He alluded to
the evils that intemperance created in house-
holds, and the necessity that existed for pre-
venting intemperate men destroying or wast-
ing the property that women may acquire
through their own individual industry.
Mr. Tobin said that the bill went to create a

very radical change, and should not be hastily
considered. He was in favor of the protection
of the rights of married women as far as possi-
ble, but at the same time he was hardly pre-
pared, until after more deliberation, going to
the extent the bill went. He therefore thought
the bill should he sent to the committee on law
amendments.
Mr. Blanchard said that now was the pro-

per time to settle the principle of the bill. Al-
though he was ready to protect married women
as respects their property, yet he thought the
bill was rather too sweeping in its character.

—

The first clause went to make the property,
real or personal, owned by the wife before
marriage, not responsible for the husband’^
debts. That was a change startling lo all of us
who were accustomed to look upon the proper-
ty of the wife as that ofthe husband.
Hon. Fin. Secy, said that he was sure that

on reflection the house would consider the
change proposed as one founded on equity.—
When they reflected on the necessity of the
change, they could not hut express surprise
that it had not been brought about before this.

The principle now was that a woman, on be-
coming married, was dead in law. No matter*
what her position or property might be, the
moment the nuptial knot was tied, she was di-
vested of all her rights. He could not see any-
thing repugnant to justice or common-sense in
the Dill before the house—that was to afford a
woman protection against the conduct of her
husband. How often did we see men, who could,
not, be charged with cruelty in the direct sense
of the term, but who were of such extrava-
gant habits, as to.run through, in a very short
space of time, the property of their wives, an«l
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leave their families without any tangible
means of support. He considered it hut right

that the law should say to such men, that tlxey

might use the property legitimately, but not
destroy it. The second clause of the bill went
to protect the wife, in case of desertion by her
husband—to protect any property she might
have from being liable for his debts, and to pre-

vent him returning and taking possession of
any she might acquire in his absence. He did
not conceive any difficulty arising, as the bill

went through committee, in providing provi-

sions which would prevent any hardship to the
wife, and at the same time not injure the gene-
ral credit a man ought to have in the world.
Mr. Blanchard said that when the bon.

gentleman who had just spoken stated that the
woman was dead in law, he made a mistake.
A woman having real estate cannot have it

conveyed away without her consent. Gentle-
men should consider carefully the probable
consequences of the bill if it became law.
Suppose an execution were levied on a man,
might not he say that the personal property
was his wife’s. He did not object so much to

the second clause; but he ventured to say that

no precedent could be found for the first one in

any country in the civilized world. In the
United States they had a law which protected
the property of a wife against the drunkenness
of her husband, A>y means of trustees, and
even his owa property beside; but they did not
go by any means as far as the present bill.

Mr. Archibald pointed out hardships that

arose from the operation of the existing law,
and contended some alteration was necessary
to protect married women ;.to a larger extent.

He thought the present bill went too far—it

would introduce the elements of discord into

the domestic circle. The question, however,
now really before the house was, whether
women, at present, had that full protection to

which they were entitled. If not, a law should
be certainly passed to remedy the evil. The
present bill had a precedent in New Bruns-
wick, where, he believed, it had operated with-

out any of the injurious consequences that
might be supposed to flow from it. It would
be well, however, for the House to know its

workings in the adjoining Province, and he
therefore thought the bill should be sent to a
select committee. He also added that in the

French law a similar principle prevailed, but,

as everybody knew, the result was antago-
nistic to the happiness of home.
Hon. Mr. Shannon thought that we had

hardly in our existing law done justice to the
position of a wife. In the British law, which
we followed to a large extent, she was consi-

dered to have no rights at all, but to be merged
in the existence of the husband. Of course the

Court of Chancery could step in, in a number
of instances, but nevertheless there was not
that broad protection which he wished to see.

If some plan could be arranged by which the

wife’s property could be kept for the use of her-

self and children, he would be glad of it. On
the other hand, whilst he would protect every
right of a married woman, in accordance with
the principles of justice, he would not object to

gee in our law a provision that a man might
alienate the real estate which he himself crea-

ted, without the signature of his wife.

Mr. S. McDonnell was surprised to hear
the lion, member state that the English law
had never done justice to women. It was one

of the boasts of England that the law protected
the rights of woman—that it had provisions
for her protection that did not apply to the case
of men. If we protected a wife from the
debts of a husband, he thought it was but jus-
tice to reverse the rule, and also secure him
from her extravagance. At present, if a
man married a woman in debt, his pro-
perty became liable. He was opposed to mak-
ing such a radical change as wras proposed,
so hastily. Whilst he had no doubt there
was many cases of hardship arising to women,
he must concur with those lion, gentlemen
who had stated that the present bill wrent
altogether too far, and who recommended its
reference to a select committee.
Mr. Tobin said that the rights of married

women were already pretty well guarded in
this country. They had a lien on the real
estate of their husbauds, aud although they
might get into debt, they were never arrested
for it. lie thought it was best to refer the bill
to a relict committee.'
Mr. 8. Campbell said that he was one of

those who.held some old fashioned notions on
this subject. A man engaged to take his wife
“ for better or for worse,” &c., and endowed
her with all his worldly goods. This was a
contract made under circumstances of a very
serious character, and nothing should be done
that might interfere with it injuriously. Ho
must say that he did not see that any great
grievances rendered the introduction of the
present bill requisite. It was better, he thought,
that this union should be preserved as it had
been for ages, and that we should not, by in-
troducing a bill of this kind, bring* the
elements of discord and trouble into families
where there ought to be nothing but love and
unity.
Mr. Pryor said that a few years ago a gen-

tleman in the Council introduced a bill of a
similar nature to the one now before the house.
He thought it would be advisable to pause
before making such a radical change as
was proposed in the principles that
had long prevailed in the English law, and in
the law of the colonies. The observations
made by the hon. member for Colchester
had considerable weight with him; that tho
bill should be sent to a select committee. The
law now allowed a woman, having property,
to have a marriage settlement drawn up be-
fore marriage, which she may arrange as she
may tlxiuk best for her own interests. She
could prevent that property being alienated
by the misconduct of her husband. He thought
that there was another matter, connected with
this bill, which required consideration, and
that was, the protection of a married woman
from an abandoned husband. That was a
clause in the bill which recommended itself ta
his mind.
Mr. Blanchard questioned the propriety

of referring such bills to a special committee,
when there were standing committees pro-
vided by the house to deal with all such
matters.
Hou. Atty. Gen. considered it advisable for

the house to consider carefully the principle of
the bill under discussion, and went on to argue
in its favor. He believed that there were nu-
merous cases where persons were, though not
insane, not in a state of mind competent to
manage their property, and where the law
ought to step in and provido machinery for
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the management of that property, not only for

the benefit of the individual himself, but of his
wife and children. In the United States, he
believed provision was made for the trial of
ersons who showed themselves by their ba-
its incompetent to deal with their proper

ty, as if actually deprived of their senses. If
they were proved incompetent, their property
was removed from their control, and placed
in the hands of trustees. The real question
was not, what was in the English law, but
what was most applicable to the condition
of things, and what should be the subject of
legislation here. The first clause in the pre-
sent bill went to effect what was only founded
on justice—to prevent the husband wasting
and destroying his wife’s property, and turn-
ing her out of doors. It provided that that
roperty should not be encumbered—that the
usband should not pass it out of her posses-

sion, but that it should be retained for the be-
nefit of his wife until she signed a document
conveying it away He believed that it would
operate in many cases mutually advantageous
to both parties, and not necessarily give rise

to those social disputes that some gentlemen
appeared to think would arise. He did not
deny that a marriage settlement afforded some
protection to a woman as respects property
belonging to her before marriage, but the bill

would also protect her in reference to what
she acquired after the union. The bill provi-
ded that her property should not be liable for
his debts, only those she might contract her-
self. The two remaining clauses were to pro-
tect the wife in case of desertion. If a woman
could prove that she had been actually desert-
ed by her husband, then she would be protect-
ed. At present, a woman was liable to having
any property she might acquire subsequent to
the desertion by her husband seized by him in
case he should return. The bill remedied
what was an obvious injustice, for it was but
right that a woman, deserted by her husband,
should be protected against him. A similar
law existed in New Brunswick, and doubtless
if it had operated prejudicially there, it would
have been altered before this.

Hon. Prov. Secy, said that now was the
proper time to discuss the principle of the bill

and then went on to speak at some length in
opposition to it. He could see no reason for so
radical a change in the existing law, as was
proposed. He confessed that his mind to a
large extent took the same course as that of
the hon. members for Inverness and Guys-
boro’. Every one knew that a feeling of chi-
valry animated the majority 'of men in refer-
ence to woman, and threw around them a pro-
tection which no law on the statute book could
give. The member for Inverness had shown
that the property that a woman had previous
to her marriage remained her own and that her
husband could not alienate it without her con-
sent, and therefore in that respect she was well
protected. He had known instances where the
present law even operated prejudically to the
interest, of the husband rather than to those of
the wife. One case he mentioned was where
a man succeeded in making the property
brought to him by his wife a hundred percent,
more valuable. She fell sick, however, and
he spent a great deal of money, and used every
exertion to alleviate her misfortune. When
the hour of death came, however, the property
which he had rendered so valuable by his own

exertions was neaTly passing out of his hands
into those of strangers. He was sure the
honourable gentlemen would find on exami-
nation that there were two sides to the ques-
tion—that the husband required protection
just as much as the wife sometimes. The mo-
ment a man married a woman, whatever her
circumstances might be, she became the
owner of his property, irrespective of his will
and inclination, and no power on earth could
divest her of that except her own pleasure.
Every one knew the influence the sex had
over man, and how frequently he was carried
away by her to do as she willed; and, there-
fore, he thought a woman was not so unfortu-
nately situated as some gentlemen tried to
make out she was. He knew a case where a
man who voted for him at an election was
asked by a creditor, how it was he broke his
promise to vote for the other candidate? The
excuse given by the wife was, “Why, you
see, you only see him occasionally, but he has
to life with me.” (Great laughter.) Whilst,
however, he could excuse the hon. member
for King’s for introducing the bill, since he
was to some extent under the influence of the
glances of approval that beamed from bright
eyes on the occasion of the opening of the
house when he brought it in

;
yet he could

not excuse the Financial Secretary, in whose
judgment he confided largely, for the line of
argument that gentleman had pursued. That
hon. gentleman should consider that it was
repugnant to a higher law than that of man to
introduce what would be the elements of' dis-

cord between those who have been joined
together by a holy tie. The hon. gentleman,
he thought, also went too far when he wished
to have the wife protected in case the husband
was extravagant—it was allowing the wife
altogether too much 'latitude. The hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary then went on to coutravert
other arguments in favor of the bill, and con-
cluded by showing in what particulars a wo-
man he considered is protected as the law
now stands, and why there is no necessity for
the proposed change.
Hon. Atty. Gene, replied to the Provincial

Secretary and pointed out cases where the
present law operated unfairly upon females.
He knew an instance of a person who deserted
his family, for some years, and during his ab-
sence his wife managed to make a good busi-
ness and accumulate a property, worth some
hundreds of pounds. In order to protect her-
self she took the deed in the name of the eldest
daughter. On his return, the husband, find-
ing he could not get hold of the property by
fair means, appealed to the Court of Chancery,
setting forth that that property was purchased
with his money, and the deed ought to have
been made out in his name. If the case was
decided in his favour, then the property she
had accumulated by her industry would be
handed over to a man who had left his family
to shift for himself, and had done nothing to-

wards the acquisition of the property which
he so unjustly claimed. These facts would
give an idea of the injustice which the present
law, in its operations, might inflict upon res-

pectable, hardworking wives. As respects the
reasons adduced against the bill by his friend
the Provincial Secretary, he did not consider
them as having much weight. The law, as it

now stood, protected a third of the real estate;
but a man might have ten thousands’ worth
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of personal property over which his wife could
have no control. Again, in respect to real es-

tate, the wife held do control over it during
his life. The husband could mortgage, or sell

it, whilst she had only a contingent interest in it

—that was, if she happened to live longer than
he did. He (Mi*. H.) contended, that ifit were
right to protect a wife by settlements previous
to marriage, it was equally right that she
should be protected in respect to property
which might come to her after that event. The
object of all law should be to encourage in-

dustry and enterprize; not only in the sterner
sex, but. also in cases where women were the
heads of families, accumulating property by
their energy and skill. He did not apprehend
the difficulty suggested by the Prov. Secy, that
this change in the law would engender domes-
tic strife, any more -than the present law rela-
ting to dower or marriage settlements. He
therefore approved of the general scope of the
bill, and as regards the mode of dealing with
it. The principle could be tested on the second
reading, or it could be read by consent and
committed, each gentleman reserving to him-
self the right of objecting to the details, or if

they were not modified to suit his views, of
voting against the whole bill in committee.

.

Hon. Finl. Secy, said, if he had had any
doubts as to the propriety of the bill, they were
entirely removed by the speech of the hon.
Prov. Secy; for if that lion, gentleman, with
his acknowledged ability, could not advance
better arguments than he had done, it must
indeed be a poor case he was advocating. His
(Mr. McD’s) arguments and meaning had been
entirely perverted by the Prov. Secy.; he did
not say that want of sense, economy, or pru-
dence, was sufficient to send a man to the
Lunatic Asylum, or to deprive him of the right
to manage his property

;
but be did say, that

some provision was needed in the law to guard
against cases where persons wanting in these
qualities had become possessed of property by
their wives, and were inclined to squander it,

and leave their wives and children destitute
and helpless. The argument used by the
Prov. Secy, that all this might be secured by a
marriage settlement rather strengthened his
position—the policy was the same in both
cases—and the object of this law was to do
what a prudent father would do on the mar-
riage of his daughter, viz.: put her property
beyond the control of her busband. If every
one was prudent enough to do this the neces-
sity for this bill would not be so great,
but it was to guard against cases where
the foresight had been neglected, that the
bill was designed. It was by no means a
novel idea for a precedent could be found in
English law. By the laws of the city of Lon-
don, any married woman engaged in trade,
owns her property irrespective of the control
of her husband. Surely, no one could contend
that it was a proper state of things, that where
a husband abandons his wife and leaves the
country, and she by her industry and skill,

not only educates and supports her family,
hut accumulates property, that lie should be
allowed to come back and squander her hard
earned earnings, and peihaps throw her out
of doors. Yet such was the present law—and
he was presenting no fanciful view of it, for
an instance of that kind had come within his
own observation. All this law proposed to do
then was to secure to the married Woman the

property she had accumulated by her energy
and industry. It proposed to take away noth-
ing from the husband, so there was no hard-
ship in it as far as he was concerned. The hon.
gentleman concluded by expressing the hope
that the house would deal with the bill in some
form, and remedy the grievances under which
married women were now laboring.
Mr. Tobin doubted the propriety of the bill

or whether it would secure the object it con-
templated. At all events the bill should not
pass until it had been fully examined in all its

details by a special committee.
Mr. S. McDonnell also briefly expressed

his dissent to the bill in its present form.
Mr. Katjlback was proceeding to give his

views upon the subject, but the hour for ad-
journment having arrived the debate was ad-
journed.
Hon. Mr. Shannon, from the committee

on private bills, reportedPup seven.
After which the house adjourned until three

o’clock the next day.

Friday, 3d March.
The house met at 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS.
Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from a

number of tte inhabitants of Gabarous, C. B.,
for additional mail accommodation.
Mr. Ross, a petition for a way office at

Kempt Head, Boulardrie.
Mr. Hill,, a petition for a daily mail to

Brooklyn, Hants.
Mr. C. J. Campbell, four petitions:

—

one of
Mr. Kidston and others of Bedeque for an
amendment in the license law; another from
Murdock McLeod, an aged school teacher, for
a free grant of land; the third from the inha-
bitants of Washabuck, Vic., for a way office;

and the fourth from John McNeil in reference
to a ferry.
Mr. Robicheau, a petition from the county

of Digbv in reference to the School Bill.
Mr. More, a petition from Kentville against

the Union of the Colonies, and another from
Lower Horton in regard to the School Bill.

Mr. Blanchard, a petition from the Post-
master of Plaister Cove, for an increase of
salary.
Mr. P. Smyth, a petition from River In-

habitants against the Union of the Colonies;
another from John McNeil of JMabou, for an
increase of salary.

information asked for.

Mr. Locke asked tho government to lay on
the table copies of the letter from the Clerk of
peace in 1860, to order a survey of the township
lines in Chester; also copies of order in Coun-
cil to the Commissioner in Crown Lands, to
have the lines surveyed; also copies of order
of Council to have the lines surveyed in the
district of Chester. Also the names of patients
in the Provincial Asylum from the county of
Lunenburg, which are chargeable to that coun-
ty, .&c.

Mr. Katjlback was glad to see so much in-
terest taken in the county of Lunenburg by an
hon. gentleman. He persumed he had some
satisfactory object in making such an en-
quiry.
Mr. Blanchard asked the government to

lay on the table all correspondence touching
the appointment, of delegates in connection
with the Union of the Colonies, and in doing
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so, he stated that his object was to relieve

doubts that seemed to exsist on the subject.

LAW RELATIVE TO SEAMEN.
Mr. Don. Fraser presented a petition from

ship owners and masters of Pictou to amend
the law relative to Seamen, which was referr-

ed to a special committee consisting of Messrs.
Archibald, Killarn, LeVesconte, Locke, and
C. Campbell. Mr. Fraser stated that the pre-

sent law operated very prejudicially to mas-
ters and that he hoped some remedy would be
found for the existing state of things.
Mr. Blanchard enquired whether another

grievance could not be remedied—one in con-

nection with foreign seamen. At present there

is no power to arrest these men for desertion

or any such thing. Foreign seamen were only
subject to the laws of the country to which
they belong.
Mr. Boukinot said that he was glad the hon.

member had called attention to the subject, for

the difficulties that arose in reference to foreign
seamen were frequently brought to his notice
in the county where he lived. In consequence of
the large coal trade carried on in Cape Breton
very many foreign vessels resorted to its ports,

and difficulties from desertion which could not
be dealt with constantly occurred.
Mr LeVesconte thought that the trouble

reste iwith the- American government, and we
coul l not remedy it ourselves.
Hon. Fin. SeC. said that no doubt it was a

matter of international policy rather than one
which the legislation of the house could touch,
and that it would have to be referred to the
Imperial authorities. He was of opinion that
some arrangement was very desirable.
Mr. Bourinot said that the Legislature had

the power of calling attention to the matter.
Those who bad an interest in

.
those counties

where coal mines were situated, knew perfect-
ly well the necessity that existed for some
prompt remedy being found for the very
unsatisfactory state of things that at present
existed.
Mr. Blanchard said that our vessels on

going to the States were exactly in the|same
position

.

Mr. Archibald said that the matter could
be brought to the notice of the Imperial autho-
rities in the shape of an address.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that it would be the

best plan for some gentleman interested in the
question to euquire into it and then bring it up
again, and have it considered, if necessary, by a
committee.

THE REVISED STATUTES.
Mr. Blanchard called the attention of the

house to an accidental omission in the new
edition of the Revised Statues. This omission,
he stated, was not chargeable to the revisors,
but was owing to the action of the Legislature
last sesson. It would be recollected that last
winter several chapters were amended in the
house, but some of the amendments did not
meet with the approbation of the Legislative
Council. In consequence of this, a lock oc-
curred between two branches, and it was
therefore decided to allow the original acts to
remain in force. The hon. Attorney General
(Mr. Johnston), introduced an act reviving cer-
tain chapters, among them was the chapter
touching on the descent of real and per-
sonal property; but the' chap, that was passed
in 1860, making a material amendment rela-
tive to the descent of real estate was omitted.

The Commissioners noticed the omission, hut
could not amend it without the sanction of the
Legislature. Under these circumstances he
introduced a hill to amend chap. 115 R. E-.,

new series.
ENQUIRY.

Mr. C. J. Campbell asked the government
to lay on the table a statement setting forth

the amount paid in each county out of the
general revenue for setting the machinery of

the present school bill in operation.

YARMOUTH SEMINARY.
Mr. Killam presented a petition from the

governors of the Yarmouth Seminary setting

forth, the claims of that institution to a grant
of $1000.
Hon. Prov. Sec. enquired if this institution

was organized under the existing school bill.

Mr. Killam replied that the free school con-
nected with it was organized under the act,

hut the higher department was maintained by
fees.

light houses.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table a return

relative to light houses, asked for by the hon.
member lor Annapoiis, Mr. Longley.

CROWN LANDS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table the

answer of the Commissioner of Crown Lands
to the enquiry put by the member for Richmond
(Mr. Miller). In doing so, he stated he hoped
this information would be found sufficiently

full, for he had no doubt that the hon. member
had no desire, in asking what he did, to em-
barrass a public department. To answer fully

the enquiry put by him would keep the clerks
of the department busy for weeks, and impede
its business generally. The number of peti-

tions received during last year were 626, and it

would be consequently seen that to go into
their character, dates, &c., would re-

quire a very large amount of labour.

—

However, the Commissioner of Crown Lands
had sent in an answer which, no doubt, would
he found to give all the information
required by the hon. member for Richmond.
First of all there are in Nova Scotia
proper seventy-one applications approved
of but the grants are detained for payment of
balance due. In Cape Breton the number was
229. Next came the petitions from people who
have settled upon Indian lands. In most
cases bonds have been given, and partial pay-
ments made, The number is 47. Then came
the cases under the act of 1859, upon a large
portion of which bonds have been taken.
Some have refused to send bonds but are
making partial payment. There are 764 in the
four counties of Cape Breton

;
the number of

lots surveyed were 1673. A good many have
jjaid and received their grants. Then come
petitions in the hands of surveyors appointed
with orders of survey. The total number is

192. Next we have petitions sent recently and
consequently not yet reported u}ion, 74. The
number of petitions approved, and grants in a
state of forwardness is 140.

Mr. Miller could, only say that no one
would regret more than himself to give any-
thing like unnecessary trouble to any public
officer, and especially to one whose duties he
knew to be fully as onerous as they should be.
Were it not for the frequent complaints
which had come to him in r ference to the



56 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

management of tlie department he would
certainly not have asked the officer

at its head to answer the enquiry in
question. He thought when these were ex-
amined, it would be found there was good
ground for the course he had taken, and if it

was likely to produce anything like energy
and greater industry on the part of the depart-
ment, a service would have been done to the
country. He was given to understand that
within the last two years the accumulation
of unsettled business has been out of all pro-
portion to all previous years. The head of the
department was not himself so much to blame,
especially in respect to the disputed claims,
because these were altogether out of his hands
and matters for the investigation of the execu-
tive committee. Doubtless the delay had oc-
curred in consequence ofthe fact that the execu-
tive had had their attention called during the
recess to other question s, but he thought it hard-
ly fair to the country that this neglect of mat-
ters so interesting to large numbers of the peo-
ple should be exhibited. It was no trifling affair

for a poor man in the country to be kept in a
state of doubt, for many months, in reference
to lands on which he wished to raise a home-
stead and make his living. He was quite sa-
tisfied with the return that had been present-
ed, and would now move that it be referred to
the Crown Land committee for their considera-
tion.
Mr. Stewaut Campbell said that there

was no doubt that there was some necessity
for an improvement in the Crown Land De-
partment, for he had to go no further than to

a gentleman on his right hand, who had paid
money for 100 acres two years ago, but the
line of which had not even yet been run out.

Hon. Pro. Secy, could not congratulate the
hon. member for Richmond on his success in

endeavouring to find some material for a
charge against the government. When the
return was placed in his hand the other day,
the hon. member had actually expressed his
surprise that the list of disputed cases was so
small, and then put out hap-hazard another
question, the answer to which he thought
might give him the material which failed him
at the first experiment. But, even this second
venture did not appear to answer the purpose
of the hon. gentleman. All he could say now
was that the head of the department was a
a most laborious officer, and that he wras con-
vinced that there was some neglect on the part
of the government—that these claims must
have accumulated during the last two years.
True they had accumulated, but it was for the
simple reason that during the past two years
there had been an amazing activity in the de-
partment that never existed previously. With-
in the last year the applications in the Crown
Lands had doubled with only the same num-
ber of officers to attend to them. It was a na-
tural result that with double the number
of applications and double the amount of
money paid, there should be within the past
two years an accumulation of work. The hon.
member for Richmond, added the Prov. Secy.,
held in his hand the proof that, instead of any
neglect on the part of the government, there
was not a single case pending before the
Executive Committee with the exception of
the list of disputed claims at the smallness of
which he himself expressed surprize, and some
of which had existed since 1862.

Mb. Miller said that he did not think there
was anything in the remarks he had made
to warrant the tone and style of observation
in which the hon. Provincial Secretary had
thought proper to indulge. When he called
for these papers, he did it under the impression
that there was neglect on the part of the go-
vernment, and he reiterated it now. When he
moved for the return he was actuated by a de-
sire to serve those whom he was convinced had
been badly treated in connection with the de-
partment. When the return was placed on
the table, he did not deny that he had expressed
his surprize that the list was small. He was
not, however, astonished that the list of dispu-
ted cases was so small, but that the list of what
he thought were the undecided applications
was so insignificant in comparison wirli what
he imagined it was. He considered it a dis-
grace to the government that they had not en-
deavoured to settle these claims and put the
matter at rest It was a very easy matter for
gentlemen to sit at ease in their offices and
pocket their salaries, but the people had a
right to have more attention paid to their af-

fairs. The government might have been more
worthily employed in settling these claims
than gadding about the country on self-consti-
tuted missions and endeavouring to barter
away the privileges which these people so high-
ly value without their consent and approval.
If these gentlemen had remained at home last
summer he thought they would have been in
a better jiosition to assume the tone of arro-
gance and superciliousness which they adopted
with reference to those who took them to
task for their neglect of the public business.
The hon. Provincial Secretary assumed he had
a right to sneer at gentlemen who charged him
with neglecting his public duty; but he had to
learn, as others bad already, that the indepen-
dent members of the house were not to be
treated wi h impunity, in the style lie was ac-

customed to use. Ifany membercame forward
and asked a question of the government, he
ought to be given the information he required
in a courteous manner. If the hon. gentleman
could take credit for himself for the condition
of the land office, he was certainly exhibit**1 -

an amount of modesty for which he deserved a
mark of distinction. There were some four or
five hundred cases for which poor men in the
country could get no satisfaction for years,
and yet the honourable gentleman seemed
to consider the matter of little importance.
He (Mr. Miller) knew of several cases
in his own county, in reference to which he had
been trying for two years to get a settlement.
The only answer he had, day after day, was,
that the department could not get a committee
of the Executive Council together. He would
tell the Hon. Prov. Secy, that if he took the
trouble to ask for the returns of the cases un-
decided when that hon. gentleman came into
office, and compared them with those since
that time, the comparison would not be flatter-

ing to the government. It would be found that
the number when he came into power were few
indeed in comparison with what he had allow-
ed to accumulate for the last two years.
Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that when he listen-

ed to the hon. member for Richmond he was
reminded of an anecdote of a person who on
bis way to attend a discussion between two
noted characters, met with a deaf and dumb
man. He asked that individual, by means of a
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slate or signs, where lie was going, and the
reply was, “To the discussion.” “ But how
are you going to tell who has the best of the
argument?” “Oh,” was the reply, “I shall

know who has the best of it, for I shall see
who first gets angry.” So when the honour-
able member got up and made such
an exhibition of auger on the present occasion,

he must have convinced the House that he had
a very poor case. He had not taunted the hon.
member for anything except this: that when
he got information, which he had asked for

he endeavored to send forth to the coun-
try in the debates the impression that he had
substantial cause of complaint against the
Government. Why, the hon. member himself
held the evidence in his own hand that the case
he withed to make out had broken down at

the very outset. More than that, when he re-

ceived the return of the disputed returns, he
did not hesitate to express ins great surprise
that what he hoped was going to be a moun-
tain, had turned out a mus. Then what next
did he do? Finding that the' whole case had
failed—as his own admission showed—then he
thought that he would make ano her venture,
in the hope of gaining something, and so he
asked for a return of all the cases of every de-
scription. And what was the result? He got
the evidence placed in his hands—evidence
from an officer in whom he admitted he had
the highest confidence—that there was not a
single case whatever except the list of dis-

puted ones, at the smallness of which he was
so astonished. Now, it was obvious to the
house why the hon. member was groping in the
dark when he asked for the return. He wish-
ed to take the government to task for sending
a delegation to Canada last fall. It did not
say much for that hon. gentleman, that having
admitted that the entire amount of disputed
claims were altogether less than he had sup-
posed, he should endeavor to create a false im-
pression over the face of this country, that the
government was chargeable with what could
not be proved by the returns before the house.
The accumulation of business in the depart-
ment, as he had previously observed, arose
from the great activity that now ex sted in this

country. Yet the hon. member endeavored to

get oft' a little ebullition of temper, and attack-
ed the government for sending delegates to
Canada. That was not the question before the
house, and when the hon. member dragged it

in he was simply making himself ridiculous.
Any independent member would get a cour-
teous reply, and all the information he requir-
ed, from the government, if it were asked in
the proper manner.
Mr. Archibald said that he had listened to

the observations of the bon. member for Rich-
mond, and he certainly did not think there
was anything either in the manner in which
they had been delivered or the subject refer-
red to, to call forth the reply that had just
been given by the bon. Provincial Secretary.
Any hon. gentlemen had a, perfect right to
enquire into the working of a public depart-
ment—especially one in which the public was
so much interested as the Crown Land office.

In view of what had transpired, he felt

that the country was under a great obliga-
tion to the bon. member for Richmond in
bringing this matter before the House.

—

Although he knew nothing of the cases re-
ferred to, he happened to know that there

8

were several claims still in abeyance, which
were pending when the late government were
in office. He did not think this was very
creditable to the present government, al-

though be bad no intention of charging them
with dereliction of duty,—for he was aware
from his own experience of the difficul ies at-

tending the adjustment of the various claims
presented. There was no department of the
public service that required more attention
and industry on the part of the government
than the Crown Land department, and it was
of the utmost importance that controvert-
ed claims should be decided as speedily as pos-
sible. If it was the fact, as stated, that 46
claims still remained undisposed of, it certainly
seemed a large accumulation of business,—and
although he was aware, as he had just re-

marked, of the arduous nature of the duties
which devolved upon the government in con-
nection with this department, he could not
help thinking that the business was getting too
much in arrear. When liis government were
in power he had felt it a most serious duty to
endeavor to prevent the accumulation of busi-
ness in this department of the public service,
and he thought it was almost better in some
cases of controversy to decide at once, even if

it were a hasty decision (and perhaps subse-
quent events might prove a wrong one) than
to keep the contending parties in doubt and
put them to increased expense. The lion. Pro-
vincial Secretary had not alluded to the case
mentioned by the member for Guysborough,
of a member of this house having two yea-rs

ago made an application to the Crown Land
department for a grant, and paid his money,
and yet no survey had been made. That was
a case that did not affect the government, but
the office in charge of the department.

Hon. Prov. Secy, said that the member for
Colchester had better wait until be heard the
facts of that case before he reasoned upon it.

At present he was totally in the dark.

Mr. Archibald said he had no personal
knowledge of the case—he merely repeated a
statement made by a member of the House in
course of this discussion. He was not ac-
quainted with the motives or object of the
hon. member for Richmond in making his
enquiry, but he certainly thought he deserved
the thanks of the House in drawing attention
to the state of this department. He would not
say that the government had failed in the
discharge of their duty, because he was un-
acquainted with the facts, and there might
he good and sufficient reasons why these 47
cases had not been disposed of—hut he thought
that a sufficient case had been made out to
warrant the Crown Land Committee in ascer-
taining whether the affairs of this department
had been administered with that vigor they
should. As regards the case mentioned by
the member for Guysborough he could not
help thinking that there must be some mis-
take, for if true, the blame rested not upon
the government, (for it was not a case of dis-
puted claims) but upon the Crown Land Com-
missioner, and from his knowledge of that
officer, he had always found him most anxious
to discharge the duties of his office faithfully.
He was in hopes, therefore, that some expla-
nation would be given, and in the absence of
the necessary information, he would refrain
from any further observations.
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Hon. Atty. Gen. remarked that the present
government had disposed of more of these
disputed claims than any previous one, and
they had a pretty good list bequeathed to them
by their predecessors. Not that he imputed
any blame to them, for as the member for Col-
chester had truly said, there were no subjects
so difficult to deal with as the claims referred

to, and very often the delay was occasioned
by the dilatoriness of the claimants themselves
—where the rights of four or five were involv-
ed, and correspondence had to be opened with
first one and then another in order to elicit all

the information, it was a difficult matter to ar-

rive at an early decision. As regards the case
mentioned by the member for Guysborough, it

had never been officially brought to the notice

of the government, but he remembered having
a conversation with the member for Eastern
Halifax (Mr. Balcom) on the subject, and if he
was not mistaken the Surveyor reported that
the land had been previously granted, or that
something was wrong.
Mr. S. Campbell—No.
Mr. Balcom—also denied the statement.
Hon. Atty. Genl.—Then it must have been

some other case the hon. gentleman mentioned
to me. This case, however, has not been
brought to the notice of the Government, and
consequently they cannot be blamed.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that it was

no answer to say that because the matter had
not been immediately brought under the no-
tice of the governmet, that they were not to

blame. He held in his hand the return of their

own officer, showing that the money had been
aid two years ago, and it was their duty to

ave seen that the grant was made.
Mr. Balcom stated that when he applied for

the grant
m
and had paid his money, he en-

quired whether he could work upon the land
but was told he could not until the grant
passed. When he asked how soon he would
get it, he was told as soon as possible. The
winter before last he wished to cut wood upon
it but refrained in consequence of not having
his grant; and when he enquired last winter
why the land was not laid out, he was told in

the Crown Land Office that the Surveyor-
would be instructed to do so—but when he re-

turned home in the spring to his surprise he
found that it had not been done, nor was it to

this day.
Mr. Miller said that he did not think

that the hotise had been much complimen-
ted by the tone of the speech they had just
listened to from the hon. Prov. Secy—nor
could he imagine that the hon. gentleman’s
followers and supporters would be much flat-

tered, by being represented as deaf men—
incapable of being influenced by arguments
and only capable of forming their conclusi-

ons from the gesticulations of their leader.

The hon. gentleman is always unfortunate in

his attempts at humorous illustrations, but
he is extremely so in the present case. If

his anecdote is good for anything it tells

most strongly against himself. If the man
who loses his temper first is the one who gets

the worst of the argument, then he certainly
must feel that he has been worsted in the
resent instance. If temper had been exbi-
ited in this discussion, he could safely ask,
who had been the first to show it? The Prov.
Secretary had submitted a return from the
Commissioner of Crown Lands. He (Mr. M.)

had made some remarks upon it, and he was
in the judgment of the house if he had not
-done so in the most courteous and respectful
manner. What did we then witness? The
hon. Provincial Secretary got up, and in that
peculiar tone of sarcasm for which he has
become unenviably noted abroad as well as
at home assailed him in unfair terms, and
charged him with motives entirely unjusti-
fiable under the circumstances. Nothing was
farther from his mind than to say anything
unnecessarily offensive to the government. His
only object was to serve the public interests,
and to endeavor to promote the efficiency of a
department in which the people were so deep-
ly interested. The hon. gentleman was, there-
fore, not justified in the course he adopted.

—

It only clearly proved his loss ef temper, and
consequently that his cause was bad, and the
position he assumed untenable. But it was
very evident why the Prov. Sec. had exhibited
so much temper. He had been touched in a
weak joint in his harness, and he could not
withstand the truth of the assertion that he
and his Government had been guilty of gross
neglect in reference to -the management
of the Crown Land Department. It would
be for the country to judge whether the Pro-
vincial Secretary bad raised himself in their
estimation by the exhibition he has just made
of himself—or whether he had advanced the
dignity of his position by the course he had
adopted. He had thought proper to use the
terra “ false,” in connection with the remarks
he (Mr. M.) had made. The proper course
probably would have been to have called him
to order for the use of unparliamentary lan-
guage. He did not know in what sense that
hon. gentleman intended to apply the expres-
sion but he threw back the words to him
in whatever application he had used them.
The hon. Prov. Secy, had endeavoured to mis-
represent his meaning in reference to the ob-
servation he had made on a previous day
when this return was laid on the table, and
to get the House and the country to believe
that he had expressed his astonishment at the
smallness of the number of disputed claims.
Now, what he did say was that he was sur-
prised that the retu n did not include a larger
number, as he intended liis. inquiry to em-
brace all descriptions of cases pending in the
Department. It would not do, therefore, for
the Provincial Secretary to endeavour to mis-
represent his language, and create a false im-
pression as to the observations he had made.
The hon. gentleman had better have spared
the remark that he (Mr. Miller) was grop-
ing in the dark and did not understand the
matter he was talking about. Such lan-
guage was sirapiy offensive, and nothing
more. It did not require very extensive
knowledge, or enlarged abilities to deal with
this question of the Crown Land Office—and
altho’ every one could not be supposed to be
endowed with the superior attainments and
vast intellectual powers of one of the “ ablest
statesmen of British America,” yet it, was not
a difficult matter to deal with a subject like
the present. It would have comported more
then with the dignity of the position that
hon. gentlemen held, if he had been more
uarded in his language. The sooner the
on. gentleman got over his bad habits

of sarcasm and vituperation, the more quali-
fied will he become for his position. For his
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part, he (Mr. M.) would never fail to admin-
ister a suitable rebuke when he attempted
such conduct towards him. If the hon. gen-
tleman’s powers of irony were greater than
they are, he would always vindicate himself
from insult as an independent member of that
house. When he applied the term “ supreme-
ly ridiculous” to him, he would remind the
Provincial Secretary that it was just as easy
for him to retort in the same style, and per-

haps in harsher terms, and with more truth.

He was amused at the hon. Attorney General,
who gave as the reason for the delay in the
Crown Land office—the difficulty of obtain-
ing the proper evidence. He had no doubt
that in some cases this difficulty was experi-
enced, but wliat he complained of was, that
there was no court to try the cases—that the
committee of the Executive Council could not
be got together, and that the arrears of busi-
ness had accumulatedSin consequence of their

neglect. He repeated, he was glad that he
had brought this subject to the notice of the
house, as he was inclined to think some good
would come of it. Already he was informed
that a number of undecided cases had been
disposed of since his enquiry had been made,
which, probably, would not have been the case
had the question not been asked.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said that he was aware

that in times past, in the heat of debate, his
extremely amiable temper had been sorely
tried, and no doubt he had occasionally said
some pretty sharp things,—but he thought
that the house would bear him out in the as-
sertion that he had never so far forgotten
himself as to allow anything that fell from
the hon. member for Richmond to disturb the
equanimity of his temper. If he had done
so, he should be very much ashamed of him-
self. He did not say that that hon. gentle-
man had stated what was false, but he told
him that he could not permit him to convey
a false impression to the country as to the na-
ture of the returns he asked for—and to con-
vey the idea that there were over a hundred
uudecided claims, whereas the list he held in
his hand only shewed forty-six. It was very
evident that the object of the member for
Richmond in making this enquiry was to find
grounds for attacking the government and to
charge them with neglecting the public busi-
ness. He would advise him, however, in the
prosecution of his praiseworthy researches for
a grievance to care next time to make himself
a little better acquainted with the facts before
he undertook to bring it before the house. The
leader of the opposition had also come to the
rescue, but in doing so he had admitted enough
to destroy the whole ease—for he said that the
proceedings connected with the investigation
of these claims were analagous to those adopt-
ed in courts of law,—and everybody familiar
with the practice of those courts knew, that
with all the advantages of personal examina-
tion of witnesses, and the presence of j udge
and jurors, how much delay resulted and how
overburdened the docket alway was with
.arrearages. If this was the case In courts of
law, was it to be wondered at, that in cases
where the witnesses resided one hundred miles
away, and information had to be gathered by
correspondence, that some delay should be
occasioned.
Mr. Miller begged to inform the hon. Pro-

vincial Secretary that ho was not in the habit

of seeking advice from him, nor did he feel in-
clined to accept it when it was proffered. He
did not think that hon. gentleman had ever
used language more characteristic of himself
than that contained in the first paragraph of
the speech he had just delivered. He (the
Prov. Secy.) had taken an unwarrantable
liberty with the House, and with himself, in
using the language he did. The hon. gen-
tleman forgot than any one can be insolent—“ that a scullion might call names.” It
was easy for any person to use contemptuous
language, but he must remind the Provincial
Secretary that he lowered himself iu the esti-

mation of the country, and degraded the dig-
nity of the House by pursuing such a course.
But when he looked around these benches
and remembered that others had received like
favors from at hon. gentleman’s hands

—

when he recollected that not a year ago the
hon. member for Yarmouth—whom all re-
spected for his honesty of purpose and inte-
grity of principle, had been assailed with
coarse abuse—when he reflected that others
of the Prov. Secy’s, present supporters whom
he now, no doubt, regarded as worthy asso-
ciates, had in times gone by, felt the unjustifi-
able licentiousness of his tongue, he could well
afford to treat such puerile remarks as they
had just heard, with the contempt they de-
served. He would not allow the Prov. Sec.
to pervert his meaning and to convey to the
country an inaccurate idea of what he had
really said. This was the chief object, and in
this he had succeeded. Yet if he had allowed
that hon. gentleman’s version to pass uncon-
tradicted, he did not fear but that a large por-
tion of the people would have little difficulty

in coming to the conclusion that it “lacked the
essential element.” He would not occupy the
time of the lipuse any further by replying to
the observations of the Prov. Sec. for the best
way to treat them was with contemptuous in-
difference.
Hon. Mr. Shannon deprecated the warmth

exhibited by the member for Richmond, who
appeared to be always working himself into a
passion about something or other. As regards
the state of business iu the Crown Land Office
he would, remark that when this government
came into*power, he was one of the committee
.of the Executive Council—and they were told
.
that there was a large arrear of business. They
went to work with the utmost energy and soon
found why some of these case's had not been
disposed of. He knew of no more arduous
duties than these connected with this depart-
ment, and in many cases the want of sufficient
evidence rendered the decision extremely diffi-

cult. If as it had been remarked there were
arrearages in courts of law, it was not surpris-
ing it should be the case where they had not
the same opportunties of obtaining evidences.
Mr. Archibald said that there were some

cases where there was no dispute and but one
applicant—in these there should be no delay.
He regretted the warmth that had arisen in
this debate. It was better to discuss the mat-
ter calmly, and he thought enough had now
been said on both sides.

EDUCATION ACT.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said,

—

I rise, Mr. Speaker, to
introduce a bill for the better encouragement of
education, and, in doing so, I may remark that
although the government have not been able
to lay it upon the table at an earlier period



60 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

than the present I am quite sure that hon. gen-
tlemen will appreciate the difficulties under
which we have labored, and will make allow-
ance for the time that was necessary to confer
with the members of the Legislature after the
opening of the session. I was anxious, also,

that the country should have the fullest oppor-
tunity of expressing its views upon this im-
portant question, and even down to this very
day petitions have been presented on this sub-
ject. I need hardly say that no government
was ever called upon to undertake a more ar-

duous task, than when a twelve-month ago
the present government undertook to grap-
ple with this difficult subject of education.
That question has been fraught with such
difficulties, that although, from time to time,
tolerably strong Governments—sustained by
very fair majorities in this Legislature—have
held the reins of power, and whilst it has beeu
admitted that there was no matter that de-
manded more imperatively the consideration
of the Legislature and the action of the Ad-
ministration, yet none of them were able to

carry successfully through the House a mea-
sure calculated to promote the education of
the country. Although the present Govern-
ment, at the last session, had the good fortune
to be sustained by a very large majority of this

House—although the previous general election
had proved that the party with which I have
the honor to be connected had the confidence
of a very large proportion of the people, yet on
a question of this kiud, of such vital conse-
quence to the country at large, they did not
hesitate to invite the co-operation and support
of gentlemen on the Opposition benches.
They felt they were entitled to ask that aid
from any opposition in reference to a question
which did not affect one class or party, but all

classes and parties in this Province;—that it

was due to the great question of Education
that it should be as far as possible placed
above party, and dealt with in such a mode as
to secure the confidence and co-operation of
both parties. Everyone must feel that, however
strong a government might be, however
strong any party might be who was called up-
on to take up so difficult and delicate a ques-
tion, that it was due to the success of the mea-
sure that it should secure the interest aud sym-
pathy of all classes in this country. Therefore
when we proposed a radical change in the sys-

tem of education, which had been so long de-
sired in this country, we assumed all the re-

sponsibility which should fall upon a govern-
ment, and at the same time invited the cordial
co-operation of all our opponents, as essential

to the proper construction of a wise and useful
measure on the subject. The government were
aware, as every intelligent man was aware,
that to deal with a question of such difficulty

and delicacy as that of education, it would be
impossible for any party* however strong,—for

any government, however much they might en-
joy the confidence of the house or country, to

mature a measure^which would not necessarily
involve a great deal of hostility and trouble on
the part of many of their friends and support-
ers throughout the country, and that it became
doubly essential therefore, if any educational
measure were to be successful, that it should
have the support of intelligent and patriotic

minds of all sections in the country, as that
alone would to place it upon the sound and sta-

ble basis which it was desirable that such a

measure should rest upon. I am bound to ad-
mit that the gentlemen who composed the op-
position in this Legislature did, with a patriot-
ism that I think is deserving of all praise,
frankly respond to the invitation of the Go-
vernment, and on this, as upon many other
questions of public policy, avowed at the out-
set their determination to assist in, and give
their best energies to the maturing of such a
measure as would tend to the most successful
results in regard to the great cause of educa-
tion in this country. I believe that owing to
the aid derived from both sides of the house,
the government were enabled to pass a mea-
sure which will be recognized iu all time to
come as a great step in advance in relation to
the education of the masses in this province.

—

I am aware that a great deal of clamor has ari-
sen in the country—that much hostility has
been excited in connection with the measure

—

that much difficulty has occurred iu reference
to its administration, and that probably
this province was never agitated, from one
end to the other, to a greater extent than
it has been during the last twelve months
in relation to the important subject of common
school education; but I am proud to be able to
say that notwithstanding all this excitement
and clamor—despite the fact that this ques-
tion was one which touched the pockets
of the masses, and was therefore necessa-
rily calculated above all others to excite
a feeling of hostility,—we have the facts before
us and the public to show that this measure,
although not so perfect as it was desirable it

should be—although not so successful as it

ought to be—has proved itself eminentl j' adapt-
ed for the great object for which it was intend-
ed. When I call the attention of the house to
the facts bearing upon this question, I think I
shall be able to show, whatever may be the
shortcomings of this measure, whatever diffi-

culties may have been connected with its ad-
ministration, so far from having proved a fail-

ure, we have the evidence, after only three
months of time since it has been in operation,
that it has been as successful as this house, in
reference to a question of such delicacy and
difficulty, could reasonably expect.
Those who will take the trouble to refer to

the reports of the affe superintendents of edu-
cation who filled the position for many years
iu this Province, will find that the common
school education of this country was in as de-
plorable a condition as it could well be at the
time this measure was brought up for the ap-
proval of the house. They will see that the
common school education of this country re-

quired reorganization throughout the Province
from one end to the other—that the time
had come when some great radical change,
was imperative. There is, perhaps, no duty
of a more delicate character that any
Government could be called upon to discharge
than the re-organization of the school sections.

It is obvious that, coming home, as the re-ar-
rangements did, to the interests of every man in
the province—attended with difficulty as it was,
inasmuch as it touched the pecuniary interests
of the people residing within these sections

—

this measure must have been necessarily
fraught with much embarrassment. No duty
could be calculated to involve a greater de-
gree of difficulty in its adjustment than the
arrangement of* these school sections. Now
let us enquire into the results that have at-
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tended the operations of the Act. In over two
hundred of the school sections, no school
houses existed at the time it was brought in.

There was no means for carrying on a school.
Many houses were without windows or doors,
and in a dilapidated condition generally. Now
we have the gratifying evidence that out of
these 1400 sections outside the city, in 16 coun-
ties which have only been heard from, em-
bracing a little over a thousand sections, there
were only 213 in which no meetings were held
under the Act passed last year. There were
only 142 sections in which meetings were held,
and refused to organise under the law. In 654
cases of the 1000 heard from, the law was
adopted—a law making a radical change in

the mode of carrying on the schools of the
country—a law carrying on its face the most
obnoxious feature that any law can—assess-
ment, which imposed the principle of direct
taxation upon the people, In twenty-nine
of these sec ions graded schools were estab-
lished, containing numerous departments. A
still more gratifying fact is it, that, ob-
noxious as the law was calculated necessa-
rily to be, that not only 654 meetings have been
held under it, but at this day, with something
like one half the.schools in operation, the result
of free schools is, (as we have good reason to
believe,) that there are more children at school
than under the old law. Whilst great difficul-

ties have arisen, whilst this law presented the
most unpopular feature that a law could exhi-
bit—whilst it required time tor the' people to
understand and appreciate it, yet it has given
a stimulus to free schools that must be exceed-
ingly gratifying, not only to the government
but to the Legislature which gave it force. In
many cases the result has been that when un-
der the old law the attendance was only from
30 to 60 pupils, you can count the number by
hundreds—proving satisfactorily to the mind
of every man that the effect of the law has
been to open wide the portals to hundreds and
thousands of children who otherwise would be
without education. This is a result so satisfac
tory that I think it has placed for ever at rest
the question whether in this province the prin-
ciple of free schools shall continue to exist. I
believe, considering all the difficulties that this
measure was necessarily exposed to, the evi-
dence which is now furnished to the- House of
the result of its operations during the compara-
tively brief period the people have had an op-
portunity of understanding its merits, have
been such as to render it impossible for any
government or any legislature, unless they for-
get what they owe to the country and the edu-
cation of the masses, to recede a single step
back from the great principle of establishing
free .schools and of maintaining that legislation
which has been already enacted—that every
child in Nova Scotia shall have the means of
obtaining a common-school education.
Not only is the attendance at schools number-

ed by hundreds where there were only forties
and fifties, but in connection with another fea-
ture of the enactment, the arrangement made
to establish superior schools, the most gratify-
ing results have been obtained. A most ef-
fective stimulus has been given all over the
country to the common school education by
the principle that the best school should be en-
titled to, and should, by a competitive process,
obtain the position of superior schools. Not
only is every one enabled to obtain a common

school education, and a still higher education
through the superior schools, butin every coun-
ty the means are provided of learning those
acquirements that would fit a man for the
highest position in life—for the learned profes-
sions or whatever his abilities might enable
him to fill. Out of 12 counties to which that
provision applied—for the law did not touch
those counties where academies already exist-
ed, 9 made arrangements for giving the highest
means of education to the people. In connec-
tion with these academies the memorial which
has been read by the hon. member for Yar-
mouth, (Mr. Killam,) shows the extent to
which that county has appreciated the im-
portance of the highest description of edu-
cation and the amount of patriotic exertion
that the people in that enlightened section have
been prepared to exhibit, in order that they
may have the indisputable advantages that are
afforded by an academy for instruction iu the
higher branches of learning. When it is recol-
lected, as you will see by reference to the re-
port of the Superintendent of Education, that
the common sch iol education of the country
was in such a deplorable condition, that the
persons who were qualified to fill the position
of teachers had abandoned their profession for
more lucrative pursuits, you can easily under-
stand that if the law which is now on the
statute book had been as perfect as it could be
—if there had been the utmost disposition on
the part of the people to adopt it—it would,
nevertheless, have been impracticable to carry
it out to a much larger extent than has already
been the case. For out of all the teachers in the
Province, only 650 were found iu a position to
obtain a license to teach school under the law
—proving that the condition of common scl ool
education was such as to give no encourage-
ment to men of the qualifications necessary
for teachers. In order to meet the difficulty of
not having persons who would be able, under
the operation of the law, to fill the position of
common school t achers, and to provide for
the requirements of the country whilst in a
state of transition from the old to the new law,
the examiners were instructed throughout the
Province, to give permissive licenses for one
year to persons whose qua iff. nations would not
bring them under the pr< t sions of ihe Act.
The Government do not intend to propose any
fundamental change in the mode of carrying
on the common school educa ion of the
country. The only step which they pro-
pose to take is one which, I am proud to
say, will be in advance. If the government of
the day were disposed to recede from the posi-
tion which they felt called upon to take a year
ago, when they brought forward a measure for
the education of the people; if they were so
recreant to their duty as to abandon the stand
which they assumed and recede, from the great
principle, that in Nova Scotia free schools
shall exist, and the means of education be
opened up to all classes of the people, I believe
the independent spirit of this Legislature would
rise up on both sides and would say, that the
course of the government was not only un-
w orthy of themselves, but, with the evidence
that is now before the country of the success
of the measure, would be, in the last degree,
prejudicial and distasteful to the people of this
province.
I have listened with most anxious attention

to the voice of the country, as expressed in the
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truly constitutional manner, of petition to the
Legislature. I have no hesitation in saying that
when the government brought forward the
measure, they did it with the full knowledge,
and under the clear conviction, that they were
taking a step which would naturally arouse
great hostility throughout the country. They
felt they were taking a step which endangered
the popularity of the government and which
would naturally tend to arouse to a large extent
in all probability the opposition ofmany people
in reference to the law. They brought forward
the measure, however, through the conscieu-
tous conviction that the government of the
country could no longer refuse to hike a step
which had been so long declared necessary for
the public welfare. I confess I was prepared
to find this table flooded with petitions from
every county in the province, especially in con-
nection with the great difficulties that have
been found in the transition from the old law
to the new—in fact, I was prepared to find an
amount of hostility exhibited on the part of
the people of this country which I am happy
to say has not been the case. No people are
better acquainted with the right which they
have to approach this House by petition, or
with the influence which their wishes have
over the minds of their representatives. And
yet in reference to a measnre which has not yet
had an opportunity of being fully understood—
a measure fraught with very great difficulty in

its introduction,—l am proud to find that the
voice of the people in opposition to it has been
very small. From the coilnty of Antigonishe
there lias come a number of petitions, signed
by 635 persons in all, against the School bill.

—

I am happy to know that that county stands
almost alone in the amount of hostility exhibit-
ed to this measure—King’s only bearing it

company. The county of Queen’s sends
several petitions with 383 signatures. I am

g
lad to find, whilst a great deal of difficulty

as been experienced in Yarmouth, in putting
the act into operation, yet it has exhibited the
most patriotic and enlightened spirit in con-
nection with this measure. Only 36 persons in

that county have asked for its repeal. The
county of Colchester, it is gratify ing to find,

only sends 63. The results in that county have
been eminently satisfactory—the law having
there been brought more extensively into
operation than in any other county.* The coun-
ty of King’s has sent in a number of petitions,

and I regret to be obliged to say that some of
them are not couched in the most courteous
language in reference to this measure. How-
ever, there are only 470 persons who petition
from that county for the repeal of this enact-
ment, leaving an overwhelming majority of the
intelligent electors, as far as petitions go, in
favor wf its provisions. From Inverness there
are two petitions, one of 37, and the other of 38,

75 persons in all. From Annapolis there is but
one petition, signed by 133. In Cumberland, I

am happy to find, 77 petitioners have only ap-
proached the House. Although great difficul-

ties have been experienced in that county, I

am gratified to see that the most intelligent
persons of both parties have been united in the
most patriotic manner to advance this great
step in ad vance. Dig^by only seuds 79 petition-
ers. And the total in the whole Province is

only TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED
and SIXTY-THREE petitioners, which is

small indeed, when you reflect that the num-

ber of electors must bo between 50 and 60,000
at least. You must remember, too, that these
petitions come up at a time when this bill has
not had an opportunity of demonstrating the
value it possesses—when the public mind has
been excited t« a greater degree than it will
be excited again—that it is founded on a prin-
ciple most obnoxious to the people. And yet,
under all these disadvantages, after the house
has been in session some three weeks, and full
opportunity given to the people to express
their opinion to as great an extent as they could
wish, we find the result as I have stated it to
you.
The house is aware that one of the provi-

sions of the bill which has been the subject of
discussion is that which constitutes the execu-
tive council the council of public instruction.
Gentlemen opposite opposed that clause of the
hill, although they did not attach any very great
importance to it, but even if they had, it was a
point on winch the government entertained so
strong an opinion that it would have been ex-
ceedingly difficult for them to yield. Now, we
have had the law in operation for some six
months, and I have yet to learn that a single
substantial argument c xn be raised before this

house and country, proving that the objec
tions to a council of public instruction, as
constituted under tlie bill, are well founded.
As a member of the executive council I have
the greatest relutance to occupy such a posi-
tion. It is one that, whilst it is impossible that
a government can make it subservient in the
slightest degree to its own popularity, neces-
sarily brings down a great deal of odium in

connection with the operation of the law. The
government introduced that clause in the act,

believing that it would be impossible to find
any council that would be as well adapted
efficiently to work the hill

;
and I have no hesi-

tation in saying that the experience we have
had, during the past six months, confirms us
in the position we have taken in reference to

this matter. It is well known that if there is

one subject in reference to which the govern-
ment in England feel bound to assume a lull

share of responsibility it is in connection
with the question of education; and it was
only at the last session of Commons that
the minister of public instruction was
challenged in his place, and held respon-
sible to the parliament, in reference to a
gi-eat question touching the education of the
people, and obliged to vacate his position. So
watchful are the people in that enlightened
country and so determined are they that the gov-
ernment shall not be in a position to hold pow-
er and evade responsibility in relation to this

delicate question by throwing the odium upon
any board or section of persons that are not re-

sponsible to the people. There is not a mem-
ber of the present government that would not
be delighted if it were in accordance with what
he considers his duty to the people, to avoid
the responsibility be takes upon himself in the
council of public instruction. If I were to go
from the treasury to the opposition benches, I

would wish to have the security for myself
and children that I would feel when the high
functions of the council of public instruction

were discharged by a body of gentlemen who
were directly responsible to the parliament
and country in connection with duties of so
onerous and delicate a character. In New
Brunswick the council of public instruction is
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the executive council also, with the addition
of the Lieutenant Governor and superinten-
dent of education. It was suggested last ses-

sion that we should add these two gentlemen
to the council here, hut we declined, and I

have no hesitation in saying we did so for rea-

sons which were substantial and valid. In the
first place I hold, notwithstanding the example
of New Brunswick, that it is unconstitutional
for the Lieutentant Governor to occupy the po-
sition ofchairman, inasmuch as h<? becomes per-
sonally implicated in the.management of mat-
ters which, I consider, are not only of the most
delicate and onerous character, hut for which
the people of the country have a right to hold
somebody directly responsible. Suppose a
question which has created a great deal of
sectional difficulty, touching Education, was
brought up in this Council of Public Instruc-
tion, what takes place? The Council have to

deal with it in the only way that is practica-
ble where there are a number of minds holding
various opinions, that is, be guided by the ma-
jority. The Lieutenant-Governor sits in the
chair,—a controversy arises of an exciting cha-
racter,—a tie occurs, and a vote is taken,—what
then? The vote of the Lieutenant-Governor
decides the question; but herein lies the diffi-

culty: It is in the power of any member of
this House to rise and ask for the minutes of
that Council, and on their production *to show
what the action of the council has been, and
the constitutional dilemma would have been
exhibited, of.the Lieutenant-Governor, stand-
ing high above all parties, discharging func-
tions similar to those which which Her Majes-
ty discharges in relation to the British parlia-
ment, held directly responsible for that act.

It may be said that this is an extreme case,
but nevertheless it is one perfectly natural,
but involving a constitutional difficulty such
as would warrant any Lieutenant-Governor
refusing his sanction to a bill which placed
him in such an equivocal position. It would
be also a most unwise and inconvenient step
to make the superintendent of education a
member of this council. He, like every other
public officer in the country, is responsible to
the people for his acts, but not directly so; and
the mode in which you reach such an officer is

as you reach a commissioner of mines, through
the government. There is no power in this
house to change a public officer except by
changing the government; and, therefore, any-
thing that would place a subordinate officer in
the position to overrule (as he would be able
to do) what would be otherwise a majority of
the government, would be inconsistent with
our practice, and extremely unwise in its

effect. The superintendent of education should
be in a position to give the best aid in his
power and to carry out the requests of the
government in such a wray as should devolve
the responsibility, not directly upon himself,
but upon them. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the experience of the past year has
confirmed me much more strongly in the opi-
nion I held, that the best body wliich could be
obtained in the juovince of Nova Scotia to
deal with the great question of education is

the executive council, and the bill which is

now submitted to the house will embrace that
provision.

It has been contended that the number of
inspectors was too large—that the duties could
be performed more efficiently by a smaller

number, whojcould be selected with a regard
to their high qualifications

?

and could give
their whole attention to the important matters
entrusted to them. Thei'e will be hardly a
member found who wall deny that if there is

to be anything like an efficient system of edu*
cation, its very life and soul must be found in
an able and vigorous inspection of the schools
of the country. I will not, therefore, discuss
the question as to the necessity that exists for
the appointment of inspectors; but I may
starte that the Government are bound to accept
the suggestions of hon. gentlemen, whatever
their political opinions may be, especially when
experience has proved that they are based on
sound premises. Having had some months’
experience of the bill, I think in this particular
it may be modified to some extent, though 1

believe that it would have been very difficult
to have organized our school system, unless
there had been a school inspector in every
county. This bill will provide that instead of
an inspector for each county, there will be
seven for the Province, or one to 200 sections.
This provision will enable us to retain men of
qualifications requisite for the onerous position
of school inspectors, since they will receive
such an amount of salary as will remunerate
them sufficiently for giving their whole time
and attention to their duties
The House may decide what shall be the

character of the Council of Public Instruction,
or what the number of inspectors should be

—

it might sweep away the system of County
Academies; and yet the fundamental principle
of this measure would not be touched. All
these are matters of detail in reference to
which every gentleman is invited to express
his opinions fully

;
but the fundamental prin-

ciple of the bill is what is contained in the act
of last session—that is, the great principle of
Free Schools. That is the fundamental
principl . and in order to carry it out, I know
of no other means by which it can be
accomplished th n assessment—the princi-
ple of recognizing the duty and obliga-
tion which the property of the country owes
to the education of the people; and this princi-
ple wall be found not only to be contained in
this bill, but advanced to a more stable founda-
tion than in the measure which received the
sanction of the Legislature a year ago. A
great deal of difficulty has arisen from the
fact that the people in the various sections were
invited to come together and say whether they
would organize a school or not. Conflict was,
as it were, invite d between those who favored,
and thosewho opposed assessment. Therefore,
whilst it is desirable to retain in the hands of
the people as much power as possible in refer-
ence to taxation, I feel that the sentiments of
some gentlemen opposite, in respect to this
measure a year ago, have been proved to pos-
sess a great deal that wra.s sound and worthy
of the attention of the house. The hope was
that the inducement that was held out to adopt
the principle ofassessment would be such as to
induce the people to come forward and adopt
the principle. Under the operation of the
law there are a great many instances in which
this conflict of opinion has resulted, that a
bare majority in a school section have refused
to organize, and have left a large minority sin-

cerely desirous to have a school without one.
We believe it is necessary that whilst going as
far as the house caD possibly—as far as the go-
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vernment can in accordance with their duty

—

to meet the objection which is ielt to any-
thing like taxation, we should take another
step in advance. And whilst providing
the means to render this mode of sup-
porting schools as little obnoxious to the
public mind as is practicable, we believe that it

would be unworthy of ourselves if we refrained
from pursuing a conrse that will secure to a
still greater extent the operation of free schools
throughout the Province. In order to do that,
and at the same time meet the feeling of the
people on the principle of assessment, the go-
vernment have decided to go further in the di-

rect contribution which shall be given from the
treasury of the country to the common schools.
A great step, as everybody is aware, was ta-

ken at this last session, and the amount grant-
ed to common schools was enormously increa-
sed, but the Government think that they may
safely, in relation to so important a branch of
the public service, go further, and relieve tlio

people, as far as direct taxation is concerned,
to a much larger extent than they did in the
measure of last year. The amount under the
old law was $45,080 for common schools, and
$0,500 for the grammar schools, or $51,580 in all.

The Government proposed last year, and the
House sanctioned, a very large advance upon
that sum, but we shall ask the Legislature uu-
der this bill, to double actually the amount
which under the old law was given from the re-

venue in support of schools. The fact that the
Government are the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, enables them to feel, not in that remote
manner that is the case when the business goes
through a subordinate department, but direct-
ly whenever there is any friction, whenever
there is any difficulty encountered in working
the law. in this way we are in a position to
know what the public sentiment is, and what
are th'e difficulties, to an extent that we could

«yiot possibly, if the council were differently con-
stituted. If there is any one feeling which is

especially popular throughout the Province
in relation to the maintenance of common
schools, it is that the government should resort
to as large an extent as is possible to indirect
taxation for that purpose. Therefore, yielding
to that feeling and sentiment, the Government
have deeided to draw, as largely as they can,
the means for the support of common schools
from the treasury; but having taken that great
6tep in advance, we also propo e to ask the
Legislature to go still further ahead, and im-
pose a direct assessment on the people of Nova
Scotia, from one end to the other, to supple-
ment the provincial grant, and provide such a
fund as will make provision for a school in
every section. It is therefore proposed to levy
a county assessment upon every county in No-
va Scotia for two-thirds of the amount which
is contributed directly from the treasury of the
country. Having increased so enormously from
the treasury the means for the education of
the people, I do trust that the house will be dis-

posed to assist the government in respect to
what is the fundamental principle of the bill,

and that intelligent men of all classes and par-
tes will be ready to contribute a limited
amount by assessment for the support of
schools all over the face of this country.

—

I may be asked why the county has been sub-
stituted for the section. Under the existing
law, suppose two sections adopt the principle
of assessment in order to have efficient schools.

You may see two farms, each worth T500,
alongside of each other, though in different
sections, and whi'st the owner of one may be
taxed $10, the other may be put down at $20.
The fact is, that the amount required for the
support of schools in one section is what go-
verns the section, and therefore these two indi-
viduals, although neither of them may have
any direct interest in the school, are so un-
equally taxed. When it was found that such
was the operation of the act, the mode to which
I have alluded has been arranged as one that
will be more equable—as one recognizing the
principle that the property of the county
should provide for the education of the county
anti that the amount so levied should be dis-
tributed equally and fairly according to the
necessities of the county and the condition
of the schools that are supported in each
section.
The mode in which the money from the

treasury will be distributed will be this:

—

Whilst we propose to have seven inspector.**,

with salaries, we shall at the same time pur-
sue a course that will enable us to save the en-
tire amount required for their payment. In-
stead of Sending the grant to the counties and
allowing the inspectors to levy 5 per cent, upon
it, thereby diminishing its amount consider-
ably, it is proposed to pay the money from the
treasury to the school teachers upon the certifi-

cates of the Board of Commissioners as to the
position that the teacher occupies. As the
money is now given according to the class of
the teacher, no difficulty will arise in appor-
tioning the amount which each should receive.
The county assessment will go into the county
treasuiy, and the party receiving the provin-
cial grant will also obtain am order on the
county treasurer for a like sum, and the amount
levied on the county will be distributed upon
the same principles as are applicable to the
provincial grant. In that way a fund will be
created that will enable the people in every
section to have a school. We also propose,
having furnished a large quota from the pro-
vincial treasury, and drawn a comparative-
ly small amount by direct taxation from
the pockets of the people all over the Pro-
vince, to supplement the fund thus raised
by a still further sum as the people may them-
selves decide in every school section—either
by subscription or assessment. The only thing
the legislature will demand is, that the schools
of the county in virtue of the grant from the
Province, and the sum levied upon the proper-
ty of the county, shall be free and open to all.

Another difficulty has arisen in connection
with the fact that the people in a section could
exclude the section from a school, by refusing
to organize under the law, and appoint trustees.
That w ould not be likely to arise under a bill

which levies county assessment, and compels
the people irrespective of their own action to
contribute to schools; bnt it is possible that
such a contingency may arise, and in order
therefore to meet the injustice that might be
done to the parties in the section that might be
deprived of a school, the bill will provide that
where the people shall refuse to organize ami
elect trustees the difficulty may be supplied by
the Board of Commissioners appointing such
trustees on the application of any 7 ratepayers
who shall be contributors to the school fund.

I do not intend going into the full details of
this bill. 1 will, however, state that the govern-
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ment, a year ago, felt themselves at liberty to

ask the late Superintendent ofEducation for bis

aid in preparing such a measure as would sub-

serve the great object wbicb they had in view.

So now the government have not hesitated to

avail themselves of the services of the present
Superintendent in the preparation of a mea-
sure that would grapple effectually with the

difficulties that have arisen in connection with
the bill of last year. Therefore a bill has been
prepared in connection with that officer that

they believe will simplify and render more
conspicuous many points which, on experience,

have been shown are attended with some little

doubt and difficulty. Under all these circum-
stances, it has been thought more advisable to

substitute another act for the one now on the

statute book. I now lay this bill on the
>

table

of the House in the confidence that it will re-

ceive the same despassionate consideration, and
generous assistance from gentlemen opposite

whieli they gave to the bill submitted last ses-

sion, and that both sides will co-operate in

maturing such a | measure as will obtain the

important object we have all in view. I have
no hesitation in saying that I feel deeply grate-

ful to the gentlemen who, on former occasions,

gave the government their aid in improving
the act now on the Statute Book, and that I

am also under great obligations to the patriotic

gentlemen throughout the country who, irres-

pective of party feeling, have united in coming
forward to give their aid in carrying into effect

a measure fraught with such vital conse-
quences to the people. I need hardly add that
the government approach a question of this

kind with great diffidence and reluctance. In
bringing forward the measure of last year as
well as the one I now lay before you, they
have been actuated by the belief that a govern-
ment, however great their duty to the party with
which they are connected may be to adopt such
a course as will strengthen and consolidate
their influence, have a still more solemn duty
to perform, and that is what they owe to their

country. But I believe that in this enlightened
legislature it will be said on all sides—by
gentlemen who support, and by those who
oppose, the government—that no administra-
tion could bring forward a measure of this

kind with any other motive than to discharge
a solemn duty to the country by whom they
have been placed in the responsible position
they occupy, and that in the fulfillment of that
obligation, they are entitled to the frank co-

operation of all, whatever their views may be
on other questions of a public nature.
On the conclusion of the hon. gentleman’s

remarks the House was adjourned over until

Monday at 3 o’clock

Monday, March 6th.

The House met at 3 o’clock.
PETITIONS.

Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table petitions
relative to education and militia which were
referred to the committees appointed to deal
with such subjects.
Mr. Robicheatj presented a petition from

Clare against Confederation.
Mr. Paekee presented a petition of W. Sil-

ver and others for a new mail ride in Colches-
ter County.
Mr. Donald Fraser presented a petition

from Pictou Island for aid for a Grist Mill.

The hon. gentleman stated that the petitioners

9

were situated some distance from the main-
land, and for five months in the year were cut
off from communication. He also mentioned
that these persons had themselves subscribed
one hundred pounds, and expressed his hope
that the government to whom, under the rule
of the house, he handed the petition would
favorably consider it.

Mr. Blackwood presented a petition from
A. Munro, and others, asking for a re-adjust-
ment of line in the township of New Annand.
Mr. Locke presented a petition from the

inhabitants of Shelburne, asking for a light
house at Little Hope. He trusted that the
government would attend to this matter, since
so large a number of petitions, in reference to
it, had been already presented this session.

. BILLS IN COMMITTEE.
On motion of Mr. Blanchard, the bill to

amend chap. 115 R. S. concerning Real and
Personal property, was read a second time,
and referred to the committee of the -whole.
The house then went into committee, and

took up the bill which is to supply an acci-
dental omission in the Revised Statutes, which
occurred on the part of the house last winter
in not reviving the act of 1860 touching the
descent of real estate.
Some desultory discussion occurred in re-

ference to the second section of the act which
reads as follows:

“ In case of a married woman, entitled to
real or personal estate in her own right, dying
intestate without kindred

,
the same shall go to

her husband to his own use.”
The section, on motion of Mr. Blanchard,

was finally amended, by substituting for
“ kindred,” “ without issue—father, mother,
brother, or sister surviving.”
The bill to incorporate the Waverly Gold

Mining Company was next taken up, and Hon.
Mr. Shannon stated that he had had some con-
versation with His Worship the Mayor who in-

formed him that the Company was a perfectly
bona fide one intended to develope the gold
mines of this country. The bill then passed.
The following bills also passed:
To incorporate Virgin Lodge of Freemasons.
To incoporate Acadia Boot and Shoe Manu-

factory Company.
To enlarge the powers of the trustees and

governors of Acadia College.
To amend the act authorizing a loan for the

erection of a Court House at Yarmouth.
To legalize the assessment for the county of

Lunenburg.
To change the names of certain places in the

county of Lunenburg.
The committee then rose and reported up

the foregoing bill.

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.
Mr.Longley presented three petitions from

the township of Granville against the law now
on the Statute Book in reference to education.
Mr. MacDonnell presented a petition from

the Inhabitants of Plaister Cove against the
Confederation of the Colonies.
Hon. Atty. Genl. moved that the bill meet-

ing to the rights of married women which had
been read a second time, be referred to a select
committee.
Mr. Miller said that there was a great deal

in the bill which he approved of, but in some
respects he thought it. went too far.

Mr. Longley thought the principle of the
bill had betterlbe tested upon the second meet'
mg.
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Hon. Atty. Genl. said that it was 'quite

competent for lion, gentlemen to assent to the
principle of the bill and object to the details in

committee.
Hon. Proy. Sec. said that the bill had not

passed its second reading and the whole de-
bate on a previous day had turned upon the
question whether the bill should be read a se-

cond time or not. After some desultory dis-

cussion, the speaker decided that the motion
made on a previous day by the member for

Colchester, was to refer the bill to a select

committee. The bill was accordingly referred
to the law amendment committee.
Mr. Longley introduced a bill to enable

the railway commissioner to take possession
of certain property on Pictou harbor for rail-

way purposes.
Hon. Pkov. Sec., by command, laid on the

table copies of circulars addressed to the dif-

ferent counties in reference to the action taken
upon the franchise act; and also answers re-

ceived. He would take the opportunity of
stating that the provisions of the act had been
complied with, with the exception of the coun-
ties of Guysborough, Lunenburg, and Vic-
toria.

Hon. Mr. Shannon asked leave to intro-

duce" a bill in relation to the patent laws.
The hon. gentleman briefly explained that the
bill was based upon the reciprocity principle,

and proposed to give the same privileges to

the inhabitants of the United States as Nova
Scotians received in that country.
Hon. Atty. General, expressed himself in

favor of giving every encouragement to the
original patentee of useful inventions. This
was a very important subject, and afforded a
favorable opportunity for a thorough revision
of the patent laws of the province.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane alluded to the want

of a proper place to exhibit patents in. He
thought that some suitable place should be
appropriated for that purpose.
Mr. Archibald said that the difficulty in

Carrying out the patent system properly, was
the necessity of having - a regularly organized
staff, as they had in the United States highly
salaried—who gave up their whole time to the
subject. He had no objection to giving every
encouragement to scientific and classical im-
provements, but as regards mechanical inven-
tions he thought our mechanics, by going to

the United States, might learn everything they
wanted there.
<Mr. Longley, on a previous day, had en-

quired as to the cost of the light house service,

and he now begged to call the attention of the
house to the unequal manner in which the sa-

laries of light house keepers were distributed.

He found that the salaries ranged from $400
down to $80, with an allowance of fuel from
$i00 down to $16. He presumed that the sa-

laries were regulated by the number of lights,

and he could not understand why Margarets-
ville and Port Williams, in the county of An-
napolis, the former of which burnt five lights,

and the latter seven, should only receive $80
and $16 for fuel, while others which burnt a
less number of lights realised $200, and fuel in
proportion. He would move that the whole
subject be referred to the committee on Na-
vigation Securites, with a view to having the
present inequalities arranged.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said that as the motion

involved a money g ant, the proper course

would be to refer it to the government, and
theycould take what action theythouglit proper.
Mr. Locke hoped that no reduction would

be made in the present salaries; they were
small enough already, and no class ofmen
deserved higher pay than those engaged in
this arduous service.
Mr. Miller said that no doubt there were

great inequalities in the salaries, but he hoped
that no redaction would be proposed in those
that already existed.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane referred to the ne-

cessity for a light at Ammott’s Island, from
which for sixty miles of coast, no light could
could be seen

;
and fer the last fifteen years

they had tried unsuccessfully to obtain public
aid.

Mr. Pryor hoped that the government would
give their most serious attention to this sub-
ject, and especially to the light at Peggy’s
Point, which he had so frequently brought to
the notice of the house.
Mr. Blackwood was glad that the member

for Cumberland (Mr. McFarlane) had advo-
cated the claims of the Ammott Island Light.
It was one of the most important lights upon
that coast, and he hoped that the government
in the distribution of the public grant for that
service would not forget its claims.
Mr. Tobin said, that while upon that sub-

ject, he would call the attention of the govern-
ment to the necessity of having a steam fog
bell at Sambro. He was informed that the one
in St. John harbor cost originally £650, and
was maintained at an annual cost of $700.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that he presumed that

the member for Halifax was not in the house
when this subject was under discussion and
the matter had been referred to the committee
on navigation securities. An offer had been
made to place one suitable for the harbor for
the sum of £400 stg., at an expense for main-
tenance of a cent i>er hour, as stated by the
member for Halifax, and as the gentleman
who made the offer is about leaving the coun-
try, he hoped that the committee would soon
report upon that subject.
Mr. Tobin was not in the house when the

correspondence alluded to had been submitted.
He was glad that the government had moved
in the matter, and he hoped that the committee
would report as soon as possible.
Mr. Blanchard pointed out the inequalities

in the present scale of salaries of light house
keepers. He did not think that the Pictou
light, which received $400 a year, was more
difficult to keep than Margaree Island, which
only received $200 and Arichat the same sum.
Not that he thought the highest sum was too
much, but the scale should be arranged more
evenly.
Hon. Prov. SEC.'said that the regular way

would be for the government to refer the whole
matter to the committee on navigation securi-
ties. It may be true that in some instances
the salaries were too small, but he knew that
whenever any vacancy occurred there were
twenty persons ready to take it. He would
read an extract upon the report of the com-
mittee in 1858 which showed that the whole
subject had then been reviewed and the pres-
ent scale of present salaries arranged.
Mr. Longley had no objections to refer the

matter to the government but he thought that
the better way would be for a special com-
mittee to investigate it and report upon an
equalized systems of salaries, _ Srtni
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Hon. Prov. Sec. said that course would be
perfectly irregular, a committee might go out
and report the whole of the present system.
The matter should be left with the government.
Mr. Miller approved of the position assu-

med by the government. He did net think it

was right to reduce the salaries of those who
were already too poorly paid in order to in-

crease others. He would rather be inclined to

go further and increase the vote for this service.

Mr. Locke thought that the proper course
was to refer the matter to the committee on
navigation securities.

Hon. Em. Secy, said that as far as he was
aware the light house keepers were satisfied

with their salaries. He had no petitions in his

office for increased pay.
Mr. Longley had several letters in his pos-

session from light house keepers asking for

increase of salary. After some further discus-

sion the matter was left to the government.
Mr. Tobin enquired whether the govern-

ment had ever received any communication
from Captain Anderson of the Canard steamer
China, on the subject of a light house at Jed-
dore Head. When he (Mr. T.) went home in

that vessel the capta.n had alluded to the dan-
gerous nature of the rocks in that locality and
to the necessity of a light there, and he had
advised him to bring the subject under the
notice of the government, from whom he had
no doubt that it would receive due considera-
tion. He would like to know if he had ever
done so.

Hon. Pro. Sec. would make enquiry, and if

any such letter had been received, he would
lay it upyn the table.

Mr. Colin Campbell said that the matter
under discussion related to a money claim,
and should, under the rules of the house, go
to the government without any remarks. He
had had several claims of a similar nature and
had always adopted that course; but it seemed
that some gentlemen were in the habit of rais-

ing a discussion upon matters that had no
right to be before the house, in order that their
remarks might go to the country. He did not
think that was right.

Hon. Pro. Sec., by command, laid on the
table a return asked for by the member for
Victoria, showing tne expense incurred in set-

ting the machinery of the present school bill

in motion. Also, a return from the Chairman
of the Board of Works shewing the number of
patients in the Lunatic Asylum, chargeable to
the county of Lunenburg—asked for by the
member for Shelburne.
Mr. Tobin had presented a petition from the

magistrates and proprietors of mines at Tan-
gier, praying for some revision of the present
license law. At present the law restricts the
sale of intoxicating liquors within four miles of
any mining district. Petitioners wish the Ses-
sions to hare discretionary power in such cases.
He would suggest that the whole subject of the
revision of the license law be referred to a
select committee, and he would name Messrs.
Blanchard, Longley, Locke, Hamilton, and
himself.
Mr. Longley was glad that he had so far

made a convert of the member for Halifax as
to get him to see the necessity for some altera-
tion in the present law. He was aware that
some parts of the law had not proved as satis-
factory to the people as the old one had, and
he should be happy to co-operate with the

hon. gentleman in endeavoring to render it

more perfect.
Hon. Atty. Genl. was not quite sure whe-

ther the member for Halifax had not convert-
ed the member for Annapolis.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that after the

member for Annapolis had been converted on
the subject of railways, it -was not at all sur-

prising that his views on temperance should
also undergo a charge.
Hon. Prov. Sec. by command laid on the

table an application from William Hicks Esq,
fomerly of the Royal Navy for a grant of land,
referred to Crown Land committee. Also
copies of correspondence relating to the ap-
pointment of delegates to the Charlotte town
conference.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Tuesday, March 7th.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

H(.n. Pro. Sec. laid on the table an answer to
the enquiry of the hon. member for Shelburne
(Mr. Locke) relative to the township of Chester.

DISCUSSION OF THE UNION QUESTION.
Mr. Bourinot said, as there was nothing be-

fore the House, he was desirous of ashing the
government a question in reference to the
Union of the Colonies. That question was agi-
tating the country to perhaps a greater extent
than any other question for years, and the peo-
ple were naturally anxious to hear the views of
the House on the subject. He was therefore
desirous of learning from the Provincial
Secretary, as the leader of the government,
when it was proposed to discuss this ail im-
portant topic.

Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that the House was
now in possession of all the correspondence re-
lative to the subject, and the policy of the
government relative to it would be -submitted
at an early day.
Mr. Bourinot said'this was not the.answer

he expected, Pie had hoped that the govern-
ment would have been prepared to name the
day when they would be ready to lay this
question fully before the House. When the
prorogation was close at hand, was not the
proper time for the discussion of a question
which required so much deliberation" on the
part of every one in the Legislature.

THE FRANCHISE ACT.
Mr. Ross said he would like to know from

the Provincial Secretary what action the Go-
vernment intended to take with the counties
that did not comply with the terms of the
Franchise Act. He observed that the Gustos
from Victoria county merely mentioned that
nothing was done in that county to enforce the
terms of the Act, which fact he mentioned the
other day. He thought the Custos should have
assigned some reason why the proper steps
were not taken, as plainly expressed in the
law. The Custos also mentioned that assess-
ment rolls would be forwarded. Such rolls
can operate only from the counties that acted
under revisors and revising districts. The
sessions in that case would meet this month,
and if they can act legally, then it was neces-
sary that some positive instruction should be
sent to a Custos who failed to act up to the law
and gave no reason for so palpable a neglect of
duty.



08 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

Hon. Prov. Secy, replied that perhaps the
hon. member for Victoria would furnish the
house with the reasons that the sessions in his

county had not complied with the law. All
that he himself could say was, that the circular

was sent to that county, and the Government
had now only learned that nothing had been
done in that county* He thought, under exist-

ing circumstances, it would be advisable for

the hon. member to bring in a bill for the pur-
pose of enabling the court of quarter sessions

to take such action as would meet the case. He
was desirous that the house should not lose the
hon. member in case of an election, but that
they should long continue to have the pleasure
of seeing his face present among them.
Mr. Ross said that he would state, for the in-

fomation of the hon. Provincial Secretary, that

it was his intention to come back to the house
as often as the people chose to send him. All
lie now asked was for the compliance with the
law that would enable him to do so when the
proper time arrived. He was quite prepared,
however, to introduce a bill for the purpose of
enabling the sessions to carry out the law.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that he had received a

letter from the Custos, stating that the Cierk
of the Peace had a correspondence with him,
(Mr. H.,) in order to get directions how to pro-

ceed to remedy the omission to call a special

session. In consequence however, of the
absence of the custos, it appeared, the sessions

had not boen called at all. He had however,
never received the letter from the Clerk of the
Peace, though he had one from the Custos on
his return. In reply, he had stated that an act

could he readily passed by the present Legisla-

ture to enable the special sessions to carry that

law into effect.

Mr. Stewart Campbell asked what gua-
rantee the house had that those persons who
defied the law in the first instance would not
do so again. The hon. Provincial Secretary
would find that in the county of Guysboro a
party majority decided ,at the special sessions

not to carry tire law out. He thought the go-

vernment should statebow they were prepared
to deal with these magistrates who declared,

with the law in their hands, that they would
set themselves up as a superior authority to

the Legislature, and refuse to obey its enact-

ments. The time had now passed when the

fiction of the sessions was to take place, and
he was anxious to know if the government
were disposed to place any act that might now
be passed to give effect to the franchise law.

in the hands of those who had already so fla-

grantly acted in violation of their duty as ma-
gistrates.
Mr. Katjlback said that he considered it

would he best for the government to repeal

the law altogether. As far as his county was
concerned the people, irrespective of party,

disapproved of it altogether, and he would,
therefore, be glad to see the opinion of the

house tested on the subject.

Mr. Archibald said that nowhere was
this question considered in a party light except
in Guysboro. In his own county both parties

r shined to carry out its provisions. Every
magistrate was bound to obey the law, and if

lie was not prepared to do so, he should resign

his position. If he violated the law, he was
not only liable to be superseded, but also to an
indictment for misdemeanor. He had no
doubt that if the magistrates in Guysboro, af-

ter the discussions that had taken place in the
house, should continue to act in defiance of the
law, the government would not fail to pursue
that course which, as administrators of the
law, they were hound to take. He, however,
was inclined to believe that these magistrates
committed the indiscretion of which they had
been guilty, in a moment of excitement, and
that they would not offend again.
Mr. LeVesconte thought it was most ad-

visable to have the law repealed, for it was
most obnoxious to the people at large. The
hill \vas uniust in its provisions. He knew of
one district in his own county where out of four
hundred men who had voted last election now
only fifty-five could exercise the franchise,
though they largely contributed to the revenue.
These men were fishermen in tolerable circum-
stances. hut because they had not a large
amount of real estate, upon which they are
taxed up to the requirements of the law, the
greater number were disfranchised. He con-
sidered it hut right for the government to take
this matter into their most serious considera-
tion and repeal the law which now disfigured
our statute book.
Mr. Kaulback said that in some cases it

was not any of the magistrates hut the grand
jury that were to blame, and he did not see
how they were to be dealt with. He again ex-
pressed the hope that the government would
not fail to take the matter up as soon as prac-
ticable and restore the old act. He was desi-
rous that the same people, that sent him to the
House should have an opportunity,|jis case of
an election, to continue or reject his services.

—

The means for educating the people were now
largely increased, and he was in Yavcur of
giving the intelligence of the country its due in-

fluence in the election of the representatives
to the general assemb' y.
Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that gentlemen were

mixing up two questions. One question was
the observance of the law on the statute-book,
and another tbe policy of changing it. If any
gentleman wished to repeal the law, he could
move in that direction, but as he (Dr T.) had
observed on former occasions an insuperable
difficulty lay across the path in the way of any
change. As to the other question there was no
doubt as to the obligation that rested upon
every grand jury and sessions to pay implicit
obedience to the law. In the county of Lunen-
burg the difficulty lay with the grand jury and
not with tbe magistrates, and therefore the go-
vernment could take no action in respect to
the latter. Looking at the district of Guysho-
rough, he was inclined to take a more charita-
ble view than the hon. member for that county,
for he found that the reason assigned was not
a settled determination to obstruct the law,
but that the gentlemen who voted on the occa-
sion referred to were under the impression that
as no election was likely to occur for some
time, therefore no immediate action was requi-
site, and they therefore postponed taking the
step required by law until they were able to
approach the house by petition, with the hope
of having the Franchise act repealed. Under
all the circumstances, he was inclined to be-
lieve that if measures were taken to remedy
the difficulty, there would be no opposition on
the part of the magistracy of the county in

question.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that he was

giad to notice that the Provincial Secretary did
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not attempt to justify the action of the magis-
trates, although he was disposed to take a
more charitable view than he himself. He
was close at hand when the

.
difficulty under

consideration arose at Guysboro, and it was a
very significant fact that a distinct party ma-
jority at the sessions expressed their determi-
nation not to act out the policy of the law.
The gentleman who represented the political

opinions of himself and colleague voted to

carry out the law. It was moved by one of

the minority “ that the court proceed to set off

the revising sections as the law requires in or-

der that the revisors may be nominated.” Then
the amendment was moved by a gentleman, a
friend of the Provincial Secretary, “ that the
business of setting oft’ the revising sections

and the appointment of revisors be deferred
until the court of general sessions in the Janu-
ary term of 1865 shall have an opportunity of
petitioning the General Assembly in order to

have the act repealed.” The sessious met in

January, but these gentlemen did not attempt
to carry out the purpose of their amendment.
They had obtained their object of defeating the
law, and therefore they did not consider it ne-
cessary to do anything more. He also men-
tioned that in the county of Guysboro they
were required to perform the duty of carrying
out the law at the supreme court last fall.

Hon. Atty. Gen. asked if the law required
that.
Mr. Stewart Campbell replied that he

was surprised •that the Attorney General of
this Province should be so ignorant of the law
as not to know that at the last session of the
house the act in question was passed. The
special sessions was held at the fall term, and
the matter was then to be attended to or not
at all. It was a mere pretext to say that when
the general sessions came around they would
make an attempt to have the law repealed.
Although an amendment of this law was pro-
posed to enable that county to have the fran-
•chise extended to them, he did not. think it

would have the effect intended. He hoped the
Provincial Secretary would take steps to show
these refractory gentlemen that they would
not be allowed to violate the law with im-
punity.
Mr. C. J. Campbell thought it would be very

hard if the magistrates were treated as harsh-
ly as some thought they should be. He con-
sidered the franchise law as most obnoxious
to the people, and expressed his belief that the
country was under theimpression that the party
now in power who opposed it when in opposi-
tion would take measures for its repeal. The
whole tendency of the law was to corrupt the
constituencies of the province, and therefore
he hoped it would not be kept much longer a
blot upon our statute book.
Mr. Ross said that now perhaps the house

could form an idea why the law. was not com-
plied with in the county of Victoria.

CONFEDERATION.
Mr. Jost presented three petitions from Lu-

nenburg which he stated were against Confe-
deration.

Mr. McLelan presented a petition from
Acadia Mines, another from Hebert River, and
two from Lower Onslow, on the same subject.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that some misappre-

hension appeared to exist as to the character
of these petitions. They left the question whe-
ther a union was desirable or not, entirely open.

They asked for time for the consideration of the
question. Any gentleman who took the liberty

of putting on the back of these petitions that
they were against confederation took an un-
warrantable liberty with them.
Mr. McLelan said that the petitions spoke

against Conlederation being dealt with by the
present House, and in favor of the question
being first submitted to the peopie.
The petition being read, Mr. Locke said that

he conceived the tenor of the petition was op-
posed to Confederation, for it stated at the ve-
ry commencement that this people were to be
forced to be represented at Ottawa by only 19
members.
Hon. Atty. Gen. replied that any one could

see that the petitioners’ desire was to get more
information on this important subject before
making their minds up.
Mr. .McLelan said that the petitioners ear-

nestly" prayed that before passing upon the
matter, the people would have an opportunity
of expressing their wishes at the polls.

Mr. Stewart Campbell asked if the peo-
ple were not led to believe that Confederation
was to be passed instanter. Petitioners, belie-

ving this, asked for delay. The petitions were
therefore against Confederation in the sense in
which the Provincial Secretary and his friends
had presented the question to the public.

Mr. Locke said that the petitions stated at
the very outset that they were going to surren-
der our revenue to a Parliament sitting at Ot-
tawa.
Hon. Atty. Genl. said that petitioners ap-

peared rather to wish to know what they were
going to receive in return for what they gave
up.

PETITION—MILITIA COMPENSATION
Mr. McLelan presented a petition from

Robert Corbett, asking for remuneration for
certain services in connection with the re-orga-
nization of the militia. The Financial Secreta-
ry referred it to the Militia Committee.

YARMOUTH BANK.
Mr. Killam introduced a bill, entitled “ An

act further to amend the act relative to the
Bank of Yarmouth,” and stated that its object
was simply to alter the time of holding the an-
nual meeting, and to allow the shareholders to
pay in the whole amount of their capital stock.
A question arose as to whether bills in

amendment of those already passed should
again pay the fee of $20. It appeared that
whatever was the original intention of the rule
it had been applied last session to bills of a cha-
racter similar to the one mentioned.

MISCELLANEOUS’ MATTERS.
Mr. John Campbell presented a petition

from the inhabitants of North Queens on the
subject of the Union of the Colonies.
Mr. Chas. Campbell asked if it was the

intention of the Government to introduce a
measure during the present session to amend
the Franchise Act. The Provincial Secretary
replied that the subject was now under the
consideration of the Executive.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table the re-

port of the Fruit Growers’ Association of Nova
Scotia, which was read. It states that the
efforts of the society have been attended with
encouraging success.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table certain peti-

tions respecting road damages, which were re-
ferred to the committee on that subject,
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Mr. S. Campbell asked the government
whether it was the intention to lay the report
of the Adjutant General of Militia upon the
table this session.
Hon. Pkov Sec. replied that it would he

' submitted as soon as ready.
The following bills were read a third time:

—

To enlarge the powers of the trustees aud
governors of Acadia college; To amend chap.
115 R. S. concerning the descent of Real & Per-
sonal Property; To change the names of
certain places in the county of Lunenburg. To
incorporate Waverly Gold Mining Company

;

To incorporate the Virgin Lodge of Free Ma-
sons; To incorporate the Acadia Boot & Shoe
Company.

PATENT LAW.
Hon. Mr. Shannon moved the second read-

ing of the bill he introduced on a former day,
to amend the existing Patent Laws. The
object is to grant patents to foreigners on the
saine terms that our own people can obtain
them in foreign countries, thus establishing a
reciprocity in respect to this subject. Under
the existing law no foreigner or persons resid-
ing out of the Province, can procure a patent
for -an invention or secret. The mover earnest-
ly advocated the provisions of the measure,
and argued that its adoption would facilitate
manufacturing operations, and materially en-
hance the interests of many branches of Pro-
vincial industry.
Hon Mr. McFarlane said that he was to

some extent in favour of the bill for there
could be no doubt whatever that the law at
present on our statute book was exceedingly
restrictive and calculated to prevent the intro-
duction of necessary inventions and improve-
ments in this country. He knew of the case
of a gentleman who was desirous of introduc-
ing a system of bridges which was used large-
ly in Canada with great advantage, but could
not do so under our law. Ifsome such system
had been adopted here, a large saving would
have been effected in all probability in this

country. In view of the development of our
mining interests he was of opinion some
change was very desirable. He thought how-
ever, it would be advisable before adopting
the bill of the hon. member for Halifax to see
what was the scale ofTees in the Uuited. States
to which county it had especial reference.
Mr. Blanchard said that he had been ou

a committee for some years which had to deal
with the question of patents. The policy of
that committee was pretty much that of the
bill now under consideration, but the house by
a large majority, three sessions ago, passed the
law as it at present stood. He pointed out
cases where the law operated prejudicially to
the interests of this country.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that he was to soma

extent responsible for the law which is now on
the statute book, and he was still inclined to
uphold it to a certain degree. It would be recol-
lected that on an application for special per-
mission to take out a patent, he opposed it on
the ground that the article was one that could
be manufactured by our own workmen. He
was still opposed to opening a floodgate to all
sorts of patents coming in either in the hands
ofthe original patentees or their assignees.

—

There were a great many articles manufactu-
red in the States and other countries that could
be introduced here, without subjecting the in-

habitants to the payment of any patent rights.

He was inclined to think that whilst we should
not admit those that were in common use in
other countries, we should allow those that
were new to come into the province. The poli-
cy of the law in the States was to give a pa-
tent to a person belonging to any country that
admitted their own people on the same terms
as they offered. A citizen of the States had to
pay $30 for his patent to the institution that en-
quired into the merits of the invention. In
New Brunswick the law was very free, but he
did not think it was safe to go so far in this
country, for we had not the machinery requi-
site to guard against the improper issue of pa-
tents. He thought it would be advisable to
have the matter referred to a special committee
for the purpose of considering it fully.

Hon. Mr. Shannon stated that his object
was to test the opinion of the house as to the
policy of the present law.
Mr. Archibald said that a few years ago

this house, by a very large majority, affirmed
the principle of the present law. It appeared
to him that the moment we put it into the
power of any man to come into this country
and take out a patent, we subjected the people
to an amount of annoyance which we could not
now conceive. A party applies for a patent

;

he swears it is a new invention
;
it is referred

to the Attorn sy General, who, naturally
enough, knows nothing about it, and the peti-

tion is granted. The whole difficulty, he
thought, arose from the fact

#
that we had no

officer whose whole business it would be to in-

vestigate the claims of an article to a patent.
Pass the bill before this house, and the result
would be that we would have individuals
stalking about the country, threatening every-
body who attempted to violate a patent with
an action. A person might contest the right’of

the patentee, and justify himself in a court of
law

;
but who was going through all the para-

pharnalia and expense in reference to a matter
which should have been decided in the first in-

stance by the Crown Officer? Our mechanics
were now able to go to the States and see any
invention of a mechanical character, and come
back and give us the benefits of their investi-

gation. One class of patents, however, he
thought, could be safely introduced : that was,
those of which we could not get the secret on
mere observation. For instance, be understood
there were now certain inventions by which the
gold can be extracted from quartz, even from
that which contained sulphurated matter as at

the “Ovens,” with the exception of two per
per cent. If that process was a secret, it would
not be introduced into Nova Scotia except by a
patent; and therefore he thought such inven-
tions might be safely allowed to come in. He
concluded by expressing his opinion that it

would be preferable to allow the wffiole subject
of Patents to be referred to a special commit-
tee.

Hon. Atty. Gen. differed from the views of
the member for Colchester. He thought that
if by establishing the reciprocity system a
Nova Scotian could obtain in the United
States for $30 what it would now cost him $500
it would be as well to alter the law.
Mr. Archibald said that if anybody really

discovered any invention of practical value
there was no difficulty in getting his rights

protected.
Mr. LeVesconte cautioned the house

against opening the door too wide. One Ame-
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rican patentee -would take more out of tlie

pockets of our people in one year than any of

our inventors would in ten years.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane said that the Ameri-
can system was sustained by the means of

highly salaried officers, some of whom receiv-

ed $3000 a year. In that country a citizen could

obtain a patent by paying into the treasury

$30 hut a British subject, had to pay $500 for

ilie same privilege. He thought that some
system of reciprocity should be established.

"Hon. Finl. Secretary objected to the

principle of taxing any branch of industry

when there was no need for it. There was no-

thing to prevent any of our mechanics going to

the United States and copying any of their im
provements and bringing them down here,

and if there was a case now and then where
important chemical secrets could be employed
in developing the resources of the county—as
in the case of gold amalgamating, it would be
a sufficient reason for the House to depart
from its usual policy and give the required
privileges.
Mr. Tobin said that this Bill would open

aside the door to every patentee of every pos-

sible invention to come in. Any one who
visited the patent office, at Washington, would
find it more like a museum than anything else.

If a person invented a new handle to a hammer
he would take out a patent for it, and so

it would be here if this bill was .passed.

In Canada the subject was pretty much in

the same position as in this country, and he
would i ead a clause of a bill introduced into

the Parliament there, which he thought would
meet the views of his hon’ble colleague.—
The hon. gentlemen read the clause of the
Canadian act.

Hon. Mr. Shannon said that it was almost
useless alluding to the moral aspect of the

question, as it seemed to be the established
policy of the county, to pillage everything that
could be got from the brains of the inventor.

—

This he did not consider the right policy. If

any one looked abroad at the great manufac-
turing countries of the world, they would find

mechanical and scientific inventors encour-
aged and fostered. Last summer he had
travelled in the western states and upon one
occasion he met an intelligent farmer whom he
questioned upon the subject of the difficulty of
getting farm laborers in consequence of the
war but he was told that no inconvenience was
experienced as nearly everything was done by
machinery. That was one great cause of the
prosperity of all branches of industry in

that country. Instead of being afraid of
these inventions being introduced, he thought
that we should encourage them in every
possible way

;
and the result would be that

the people would be largely benefitted. There
was no doubt that there were important
secrets in connection with gold amalgamat-
ing which were unknown to our people,
and which it was of the utmost importance
they should obtain. By the present restrictive

system we were acting the “ dog in the man-
ger ” policy, and would neither take advantage
of these advantages ourselves nor allow any
body else to do so.

Hon. Att. Gen. said he thought he was cor-
rect when he stated that they had passed a law
in the United States, allowing foreigners to
come in on the same terms as citizens, when
the same privileges were granted to Ameriean

citizens. The hon. gentleman read the law to
that effect. This was a subject that required
great consideration, and he thought that a com-
mittee should go out and report upon thewhole
subject. He was not disposed to look upon it

in a narrow spirit, but he thought care should
be taken to guard against old patents being
taken out and introduced as new ones.
After some further remarks, the subject was

referred to a special committee, consisting of
the hon. Attorney General, Killam, Tobin,
Shannon, Archibald, Blanchard and LeVes-
conte.

PETITION.
Mr. Stewart Campbell presented a peti-

tion from the Postmaster at Sherbrooke, pray-
ing for an increase of salary.

THE REGISTRATION ACT.
Mr. Blanchard asked the government to

lay on the table a return showing what steps
have been taken to carry into operation the
act passed in 1861 for the registration of births,
marriages aDd deaths, and of all payments
made thereunder for salaries of officers and
other expenses

;
also, whether any officer has

‘'been appointed or is now engaged in carrying
out the requirements of said statute, and the
correspondence relating to such appointment,
with the principal officer’s report on the sub-
ject.

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.
Mr. Blanchard introduced a bill tolamend

chap. 154, Rev. Stat.,—Of the limitation of ac-
tions.

The Pro. Sec. announced that his Excel-
lency the Lieut. Governor would attend at the
Council 8Chamber at half-past 2 o’clock J;he
next day, to assent to a number of bills.

The hon. gentleman called attention to the
advisability of the various committees pro-
ceeding with their work.
The list was called over.
Mr. Tobin enquired whether there was any

probability of the railway depot being brought
into the city

;
if not, something ought to be

done to improve the station buildings at Rich-
mond.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that it was originally

intended that the depot should be brought
nearer to town, and these buildings were only
intended for a temporary purpose. Hence it

had never been thought advisable to spend
much money upon them. How far the position
of affairs would be affected by the prospect of
the Intercolonial road, or of connection with
the European and North American road, he
was not prepared to say at present, but there
was no immediate intention to change the
depot.
Mr. Donald Fraser presented a petition

for aid for a packet between Pictou and
Prince Edward Island

;
also one relating to

disputed claims for Crown Lands.
Mr. Miller enquired when it was proposed

to take up the second reading of the school
bill.

After some conversation it was made the
order of the day for Tuesday next.
Then the house adjourned until the next day

at 2 o’clock.

Wednesday, 8th March.
The house met at 3 o’clock.

ENQUIRY.
Mr. Bourinot asked the government to lay

on the table of the house the annual returns
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since 1854 of all provincial grants for roads,
bridges, breakwaters, wharves, and all other
public works (excepting railways) expended
in the several counties respectively.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said that the information

jisked for could be obtained by any gentleman
on reference to the public journals. He
thought there ought to be some little limit to
the requirements of hon. members. The prac-
tice had been invariably only to ask the go-
vernment to furnish that information which
was not within the reach of members.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that any person who

looked at the paper would see that all the in-

formation required could be obtained by refer-

ence to the public accounts.
Mr. Bourinot said that he was not aware

that a refusal had been ever given to an en-
quiry of the character he had presented. When
the hon. member for Richmond put an enquiiy
respecting matters connected with the Crown
Land, involving a considerable amount of
trouble, his request was granted to all intents
and purposes. His object in putting the ques-
tion he had was to get a statement that might
be considered authentic.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that he was not under

the impression that the hon. member had any
desire to give any unnecessary trouble to the
government, but as respects the information
asked for by the lion, member for Richmond
it was not accessible to the members of the
house. He had never seen such an enquiry as
the one in question presented before; he would,
however, lay it before the executive.

petitions, &c.
M?. Ross presented a petition from John

McLeod and sixty-two others, of Cape North,
Victoria, against confederation.
Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from

Low Point, C. B., asking for a daily mail.
CROWN LANDS.

Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a reply to

the hon. member for Victoria respecting the
petition of the trustees of a Presbyterian
Church at Middle River. He stated that as
far back as the 4th April, 1864, the executive
committee approved of a report of the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands which partly dis-

posed of the question, but in the meantime no
action had been taken, as it was understood
some difficulty and litigation had arisen.

Mr. Ross said that an assault had been
made on certain parties, and the Crown Coun-
sel had taken the matter in hand.
Hon. Pro. Sec. presumed that when that

matter came up the whole question would be
investigated.
The papers were referred to the committee

on Crown Lands.
EDUCATION.

Hon. Mr. McKinnon presented two petitions
from the township of Tracadie respecting the
Educational act. He mentioned that the hon.
Provincial Secretary was not correct when he
stated the other day that the great bulk of the
petitioners from Antigonishe were opposed to
the school law. By reference to the petitions
it would be seen that the majority of them de-
Bired that a large proportion of the money re-

quired for school purposes should come out of
the treasury, and in fact, were in favour of
amendments similar to those now proposed to
be made.
Hon. Pro. Secy, was exceedingly glad to

learn that he had, to a certain extent, misap-

prehended the scope of tliQ petitions from the
county represented by his hon. friend, and that
they were in favour of some such amendments
as were now proposed by the government.
Under these circumstances the 2163 persons
whom he supposed were opposed to the pres-
ent school law would be Considerably lessen-
ed in number.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY
A message was received from His Excell-

ency by the Lieutenant Governor requesting
the presence of the house in the Council
Chamber. On their attendance he was pleased
to assent to the folllowing bills:

An Act to amend the Act to Incorporate the
International Coal and Railway Company.
An Act to Incorporate the Caledonia Coal

Mining Company.
An Act to Incorporate the Clyde Coal and

Mining Company.
An Act to Incorporate the Sydney and

Louisbourg Railway Company.
HISTORY OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a mem-
*orial from Beamish Murdoch asking for aid
in the publication of his work on the history of
Nova Scotia, together with a prospectus and
a portion of the same. The hon. gentleman
stated that the house had, from time to time,
approved of the policy of giving a certain
amount -to parties who were engaged in the
preparation of similar works, and he thought
it was well worthy of the consideration of the
house whether they should not continue that
policy in the present instance.
Mr. Bourinot said that he believed that

no one more competent in this province could
be found than Mr. Murdoch to prepare a work
of such a character, and that when it was com-
pleted it would be found to throw light upon
matters that were now in obscurity.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said, in answer to a ques-

tion put by Mr. Miller, that the work must be
in a considerble state of forwardness inas-
much as Mr. Murdoch had devoted 5 years al-

most exclusively to the preparation of the ma-
terial requisite.
Mr. Blanchard stated that the work was

already finished up to 1810, and that the au-
thor had the remainder in a state that would
enable him to advance its publication rapidly.
Mr. Miller said that everyone must see

the necessity of having the work completed,
if any assistance from the province were to be
granted. •

Mr. Archibald said that matter could be
arranged by the committee who had it in
charge.
Mr. Tobin gave testimony to the value of

such a work as was proposed, and stated that
the most of the work was already in mani-
script.

The subject was referred to the committee
on Printing and Reporting.

PETITION.
Mr. McLelan presented a petition from

Onslow against the present school act.

REGISTRATION.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table the report of

Mr. Scott, secretary to the Board of Statistics

of the returns under the act passed last session
concerning the Registration of Marriages,
Births, and Deaths. Also a return showing
the payments for salaries and other expenses
connected with the act. Also a return from
the Postmaster General giving an account of
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the marriage licenses up to the 31st, Dec. 1864.

The Post Master General aslrs that the depart-
ment be relieved from the duties of issuing
licenses.

CONFEDERATION
Mr. Jost presented a petition* from James

Smith and others of New Dublin, Lunenburg,
against the Confederation of the Colonies.

LUNENBURG MATTERS.
Mr. Kaulback wished the hon. member for

Shelburne to lay on the table the answer to
the enquiry he had put the other day concern-
ing the township of Chester, and other matters
connected with the county of Lunenburg. He
did not understand what object the hon. gen-
tleman had in making such an enquiry, and
thought he could just as well have obtained
the information through the members, of the
county. As far as he was concerned he was
always ready to answer all qustions respecting
his constituents.
Mr. Locke replied that he believed the hon.

member for Lunenburghad no right to enquire
into his motives for making the enquiry he
had. He had made it for the purpose of in-

forming himself in respect to the management
of affairs in Lunenburg.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that in all probability

the hon. member for Shelburne wished to see
if the results of his mismanagement of public
affairs, during the time his government were
in power, were still felt by the people of Lun-
enburg. His conscience, doubtless, upbraided
himat.'imes.
Mr. Locke hoped the hon. member would

also at some day have the same burthen on his
conscience.
Mr. Kaulback said he hoped the hon.

member would lay the papers on the table.
Mr. Locke expressed his willingness to let

the hon. member look at them.
Mr. Jost said that so satisfied was he that

the affairs of his country were well managed
under the present representation, that he was
uite prepared to allow the hon. member for
helburne to make what enquiries he thought

proper.
fog trumpets.

Mr. Robicheau, chairman of committee on
Navigation Securities, reported in part from
that committee, recommending that a fog
trumpet be placed at Cranberry Island, near
Cape Can so, and at Sambro.
Mr. Locke, hon. Fin. Sec., Mr. Miller, Mr.

McLelati, Mr. S. Campbell, Hon. Attorney
General, Mr. Blanchard, Mr. Tobin, Mr. Le-
Vesconte, referred briefly to the necessity
that existed for the establishment of a trumpet
at Cranberry Island, and the benefit that it

would be to all vessels, not only those that
pass through the gut, but all that approach our
coasts.

ST. PETER’S CANAL.
^Hon. Atty. Genl. laid on the table the re-

port of Mr. Perley, the engineer that was em-
ployed by the government last summer for the
purpose of reporting on the St. Peter’s Canal.
The report having been read,

—

Mr. Levesconte asked whether the govern-
ment intended to put anything in the estimate
for the Canal.
Hon. atty. Genl. said the matter was under

the consideration of the government, and they
would be prepared to state their decision in a
few days, perhaps during the present week.

10

Mr. Miller trusted that the government
would deal with the matter with a view to the
interests of Cape Breton. It had been remark-
ed, a few days ago, by the hon. member for
Halifax that if anything like justice had been
done to the eastern section that caual would
have been completed long ago. Every impar-
tial man would bear out the remarks of that
hon. member. This public work should be
treated as public works in Nova Scotia proper,
whatever the cost. The government in the
case of a work like the Pictou Railway, for
instance, did not give four or five thousand
pounds at a time towards its construction,
but, in a statesmanlike manner, put the who’e
under contract at once. That was the proper
course to pursue in reference to all public
works considered necessary. He trusted it

would be followed in the case of the canal.
When the whole sum was given at once,, the
work could be constructed much more econo-
mically than if money towards its completion
was given in driblets from year to year. He
had no intention to go into any lengthened re-
marks as to the necessity for the. work, inas-
much as it had been before the House for years
and ought now to be pretty well understood. As
respects a marine railway, referred to by Mr.
Perley he had no hesitation in saying that it

would not be received as a boon by the people
of Cape Breton. On the contrary they would
prefer that the money which would be neces-
sary for constructing a marine railroad should
be expended in public improvements over the
island generally. In conclusion, he expressed
his hope that the government would treat this
long vexed question in a broad, statesmanlike
spirit, and yield to the wishes of the people of
Cape Breton.
Mr. LeVesconte said he perfectly agreed

with the remarks of his colleague that the rail-

way would be no boon to the people of Cape
Breton.
Mr. Tobin expressed his belief that a rail-

way would not be desirable at St. Peters; if

anything were requisite, it was a canal. He
referred to the experience of the Inland Navi-
gation Company in connection with such en-
terprizes, and showed the large expenditure
that even a tramway would cost. He hoped
that the canal would soon be built and the
house relieved of what had long been a stand-
ing grievance

.

Hon. Atty Gen. said, although he was not
prepared to say that he would urge the ex-
penditure of money for a tram railway in Cape
Breton, yet no could deny that in certain
localities such works were of great public ad-
vantage. In certain parts of the States where
they existed, they were found of great use.
He was of opinion with the hon. member for
Halifax that if there was a grievance in Cape
Breton with respect to this canal, it should be
removed, and if there was only some guarantee
that another grievance would not start up
after this one was settled, he was inclined to
think the work would soon be built. He had
no doubt that there was every disposition on
the part of the Government to do justice to
Cape Breton in this matter.
After a few words from Mr. Tobin and Mr.

Miller in support of their previous remarks,
the subject dropped.

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S REPORT.
Hon. Atty. Gen. laid on the table the re-

port of the Adjutant General’s report for 1864k
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It treated, lie stated, of the militia organiza-
tion generally

;
of the regimental finances; of

the volunteers
;
of the distribution of arms

;

and of the casualties that have happened them.
A large number had been damaged, being
defective in the first instance, and these would
be doubtless replaced from the ordinance
stores. Still it was a matter of some import-
ance to the inhabitants that care should be
taken not to distribute arms which would be
liable to cause casualties, among those
vyho made use of them. It appeared
from the report that in the beginning of
this year, that the whole of the militia
of the first class, for actual service, numbered
56,111 men. The number that were called out
qu Militia duty were 41,811, leaving 14,240 that
did not attend—the majority of them consisted
of fishermen, and seamen absent temporarily
from their homes. There are in the province
110 regiments of Militia, beside a militia ar-
tillery brigade. There are 110 Lieut. Cols.; 146
Majors; 620 Captains; 653 First Lieuts.; 410
Second Lieuts.

;
3 Sergeants Majors

;
861 Ser-

geants. The whole number of militia enrolled
in 1863 was 48,677, and in 1864, 56,111, showing an
increase of 7436. In 1863 there were drilled

34,878, and in ’64, 41,871, or an increase of 6908.
In 1862 the number of volunteers was 1893; in
in 1863, 2010; and 1864, 829; the number of com-
panies disbanded last year was 38 in all.

The report having been read,
Mr. McLelan said that there was one pa-

ragraph of the Adjutant General’s report which
contained rather a reflection upon the charac-
ter of the province and should not be allowed
to go abroad uncontradicted. He referred to
that part which spoke of the difficulty of ob-
taining proper Rifle Ranges, owing to the un-
dulating nature of the country and to its being
so densely wooded. The impression which
would be conveyed would be that no suitable
range could be obtained in the country where-
as he was not aware that the difficulty had
ever been experienced.
Mr. Pryor thought that the Adjutant Gen-

eral had reference to the county ranges, apd
the difficulty of finding a proper range in each
district.

Mr. Blanchard said that a stranger would
naturally infer that the country was so densely
nfrooded as to render it impossible to find room
fqr a rifle range.
Mr. Allison said that it would be found to

be a fact that in most counties, great diffi-

culties would be experienced in getting proper
ranges.
Mr. Blackwood said that there was *no

difficulty in his part of the country. They
could fire across tne beach out to sea.
‘Hon. Atty. Gen. said every part of the coun-

try is not so favourably situated. He thought
the Adjutant General had only stated the real
fact. It was well known that although there
were plenty of places suited in other respects,

from their exposed and public position
they could not be used for rifle practice. It
was only unfrequented places that would do,
and these were not so easily to be found. In
Antigonish County the difficulty had been ex-
perienced.
Mr. Colin Campbell had something to

gay in reference to another paragraph wnich
referred to the disbandment of the Weymouth
Rifles, which company he hud had the honor
to command. The Adjutant General says that

“ this company was in good order two years
ago, but has since fallen away and been dis-

banded.” He would like the house and the
county to know the reason why this had hap-
pened. They had taken some of the best men
of th'6 company and made militia officers of
them—some of his privates had been promoted
over his head—and this was the reason
why the numbers had diminished. He did
not think the volunteers had ever been
treated fairly. It was too evident that
there was a disposition to break them down in
every possible way. He was informed that in
some cases if the returns were not in up to
the very day, they were immediately disband-
ed without further notioe. This was not the
way to treat men who had sacrificed so much
time and money as the volunteers of Nova
Scotia. The late Governor, the Marquis of
Normanby, congratulated himself upon the
tact that when he left the country, he left 5000
efficient volunteers to defend it, the best blood
of the province—men who were trained and
disciplined to the use of arms, and who, when
danger threatened, would be found to the fore.

He would ask where are they now, aud whose
fault was it that their numbers had decreas-
ed? He thought that the volunteers had been
shamefully used, and he spoke from personal
experience—as one of them. They had to go to
all sorts of expense aud sacrifice their time
and comtort iu making themselves efficient,

and then received no sort of consideration
whatever from those whose duty it should be
to foster and encourage them in every possible
way.
Mr. Archibald held in his hand a commu-

nication from an officer connected with the
Rothsay Blues Rifle Corp* at Truro, which
disclosed great hardship to which he would
like to draw the attention of the government.
It appears that the gentlemen connected with
that company, not only had to incur the usual
expenses which had to be borne in common
with their brother volunteers, but they had to
put their hands in their pockets and contribute
something like $600 for the erection of a drill

shed, and now that the company has been dis-

banded through no fault of theirs, it is pro-
posed to hand their property over to the govern-
ment. There was still a debt upon the build-
ing, from which, at all events these gentlemen
should be relieved.
Hon. Atty. Genl. said that by referring to

the report of the last inspection of the Rothsay
Blues it would be found that they only must-
ered upon parade—1 Captain, one 1st and one
2nd Lieuts, 3 Sergeants and 29 men so that
they did not come up to the strength required
by law. There was no doubt that the Volun-
teers were the best qualified to receive Militia
Commissions, and it wa3 probably owing to
the fact that a large number of these had gone-
into the Militia service, that so many volun-
teer companies had been disbanded for want
of sufficient men.
Mr. Archibald again expressed his opinion

as to the hardship of the case.
Mr. Blanchard said it was evident that

the small number of men in attendance could
not have been the reason for disbandment,
because on looking at the list it would be
found that several other companies had a less
number of men aud yet were not disbanded.
Mr. Colin Campbell said that although

his company had only turned out one less
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than the number required by law, it had been
disbanded, and he had felt that he had been so

unjustly treated that he did not think that it

was worth his while to use fresh exertions to

get up the effective strength of the company
when, perhaps, the mgn|wlio had served their

five years would be treated as all other volun-
teers had been in Nova Scotia, with neglect,

and almost with contempt, and after all the
time spent in making themselves efficient, be
sent back to the militia ranks.
Dr. Brown observed that the surgeons had

been omitted from the list.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said in reference to the po-
sition of the Volunteer force and the Militia
organization that upon more than one occasi-

on, he had called attention to the great diffi-

culty of maintaining the Volunteer organiza-
tion upon an efficient footing in a country like

this. Lord Mulgrave had undertaken the
formation of the Volunteer system in

this province, and there was no doubt
that his efforts had been eminently successful,

although the success was to a large extent due
to the fact of the novelty of the undertaking.
Even in England where the movement origin-

ated an the idea that it was necessary that
some" steps should be taken to preserve the
national honor in v'ew of foreign invasion,
where it received the patronage of Royalty,
and the hearty co-operation of the Peer-
age and the landed gentry of the country
—where in point of fact all classes com-
bined to give it a most hearty support—even
there, with all these favorable circumstances
the government found it was necessary in or-
der to maintain the system on a proper footing
to pay the Volunteers, from the public
Treasury, a pound sterling per man per an-
num. He had always said that too much
praise could not be given to the Volunteers of
this province for the spirit which they evinced
in coming forward at a time when the militia

force was in a state ofdesuetude, and something

'

had to be done for the local defences of the
country. They had Come forward and rendered
themselves so efficient as to compare favorably
with any other organization in the world. In
point of numbers, when the relative popula-
tion was taken into consideration, they equal-
led those of England, and as regards efficiency

as he said before, they could hold their own
with any others. Yet still, while fully admit-
ting the success of the movement, he had al-

ways been convinced that in a country like
this, where time is so valuable, great difficulty

would be experienced in maintaining the sys-
tem after the novelty had worn off'. In the City
it might possibly be done, but in the country,
where the people are scattered over a large
area, it was almost impossible. He did not
think the organization had ever receiveed
proper encouragement from those in authority,
and in saying this he did not wish to cast any
reflection upon any one government more than
another, for he was aware that he was open to

a share of blame. It was not much a matter
of surprise to him that the movement had
rather declined. It was the natural result of
the circumstances he had alluded to, although
he did not think it would have been so much
the case had not the militia organization been
placed upon its present comparative state of
efficiency. He had no hesitation in saying that
a large amount of the success which had at-

tended the re-organization of the militia service

was justly due to the volunteer force. Instead
of the member for Digby (Mr. Campbell) being
offended at the fact that some of his volunteers
had received militia Commissions, he should
consider himself complimented at the idea that
his men should be considered fitted above
others to receive promotion. He had no doubt
that what that lion, gentleman complained of,

was the case in either parts Of the province,
and that many of the volunteers would now
be found holding militia commissions.

Hon. Prov. Secy, concluded by ack-
nowledging the great claims the Volunteers
had upon the gratitude of the country, and as
regards the individual case of hardship pre-
sented by the member for Colchester, he said
it would receive due consideration.
Mr. Colin Campbell reiterated his con-

viction that the Volunteers had been made
use of, and then sacrificed in order to build up
the militia system.
Hon. Mr. Shannon said that in town the

two systems seemed to work; together; a good
many militia officers were privates in Volun-
teer companies, and performed duty in both
capacities.
Mr. Tobin could not understand how gen-

tlemen could consider the militia system on
an efficient footing when the men were not.
armed. He would like to ask his hon. friend
from Lunenburg (Mr. Kaulback) what he
could do with his men, without arms. He
thought the sooner they were supplied from
some source the better. If he was rightly in-
formed, those that had been supplied to the
Volunteers, came from the Imperial Govern-
ment. He thought it was time we begun to do
something for ourselves. This subject ot the
local defence of the country was a most serious
one, and deserving of the utmost attention.
They had onl^ to look across the borders, and
see what their neighbours were doing to be-
come impressed with the necessity of taking
some action in the matter. It was "wonderful
to see the powers put forth by the North in
this great struggle. Before the war commen-
ced, she had not more than 14,000 soldiers,
half of whom went with the South, and a very
few ships of war. Since then she had placed
in the field 800,000 men, at a cost of one hun-
dred millions of dollars, besides having in her
Navy some 500 ships of war. It behoved us,
therefore, to prepare in time, for we knew not
What a day might bring forth.
Mr. Blackwood was sorry that the volun-

teer system was dying out. He considered
that it possessed many advantages over the
militia system—the one was voluntary and
the other forced, and you could not rely with
the same certainty upon the men in the latter
case as in the former. If the volunteer force
was dwindling away, it was necessary that
something should be done to place the militia
upon a more efficient footing, for he considered
they were far from that now.
Mr. Pryor was glad that the efficiency of

the militia was beginning to attract the atten-
tion of the house) and he hoped that they
would deal with it in a liberal spirit.

Hon. Atty. Gen. remarked that in some
parts of the country the volunteer system was
really obnoxious to those engaged in the mili-
tia business, inasmuch as advantage was
taken of it to elude serving in the militia; and
in many cases they actually served in neither
one branch of the service nor the other. No
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doubt this had some weight with the authori-
ties in disbanding some of the companies.
He would make enquiry as to the reasons why
so many companies had been disbanded, and
he had no doubt that satisfactory explanations
would be given.
Mr. Kaulback expressed his opinion that

the volunteers had not received proper en-
couragement. The impression had got abroad
that having served their purpose they were
not wanted any more, and that idea no doubt
had operated largely in causing the disorgan-
ization of so many companies. He had parti-
cular reference to the volunteers in his own
county. As regards the state of the militia
there—he was pleased to find that the Adjt.
General referred in complimentary terms to the
regiment he had the honor to command. He
was bound in honor to say, however, that that
efficiency was due in a great measure to the
volunteer companies at that place. He agreed
with the member for Halifax, that in view of
complications that might arise with our neigh-
bours, it was necessary that the militia should
be armed. If any trouble should unhappily
arise with that country, no doubt Lunenburg
would be specially favored, as it would be
remembered that during the last American
war that place was taken by the enemy, and a
bond g

!ven by the inhabitants by way of ran-
som, which had never been redeemed.

Mr. LeVesconte enquired whether the go-
vernment considered that in the case of inva-
sion all persons found in the possession of arms
were liable to be shot, not being in uuiform.

Hon. Prov. Sec. was rather inclined to
doubt the policy of a small province like ours
arming the few men we had to prepare for an
invasion from such a force as could be brought
to bear upon us. In the meantime a great deal
had been done, and could yet be done, without
arms; the primary thing was to get the men
enrolled, and instructed in the rudiments of
drill, and to get the officers qualified for their
duties. The subject, however, was now en-
gaging the attention of the Commander-in-
Chief, and would soon be brought under the
notice of the house.
Dr. Brown presented two petitions from

North Kings’ against Confederation.

Mr. Shannon presented a petition from the
Educational Association of Nova Scotia. Also
introduced a bill to add an electoral district in
Western Halifax.

ENQUIRY, &C.
Mr. McLelan requested the government to

inform the house whether any Provincial De-
bentures had been sold, for the purpose of
raising money for the construction ofthe Pictou
Railway, and if any, the amount—the rate of
interest they bear—the premium obtained, if

any—the names of purchasers, and the mode
of disposal.
Mr. Balcom presented a petition from Sheet

Harbour, praying aid to remove obstructions
from the East River.

Mr. Kaulback handed in the returns sub-
mitted by the government in answer to a re-
quest of the member for Shelburne relative to
lunat :cs chargeable in the county ofLunenburg.
He might find it necessary to refer to them at
a future day.

The House then adjourned until 3 o’clock,
next day.

Thursday, March 9, 1865. .

The house met at 3 o’clock.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table the report

of a geological survey made by Rev. Dr. Hon-
eyman. In reference to the report, the hon.
gentleman stated that when Dr. Honeyman
was in England he read a paper before the
Royal Geological Society on the geology of
Arisaig; and subsequently called the attention
of the government to the fact that some inves-
tigations which he had made whilst preparing
for the International Exhibition, could be ex-
tended at a comparatively small expense.
Measures would have been taken by the Gov-
ernment for an efficient geological survey, but
for causes to which he need not now particu-
larly refer. It was considered not improbable
that the subject would be dealt with in a more
efficient manner unt\er different arrangements
that might be made. The government, how-
ever, thought they would be acting in the in-
terests of the Province if they authorized the
prosecution of the work commenced by Dr.
Honeyman, and assumed the responsibility of
making an advance, in the first instance of
$>20, to obtain a number of copies of the paper
read by that gentleman in London

;
and in tire

second place, a further sum of $400 to enable
him to continue his researches, which were at-
tended with most interesting results in con-
nection with the geology of this Province.
A number of copies of the report were or-

dered to be printed.
LICENSE LAW.

Mr. S. McDonnell introduced an act to
amend the law relative to licenses. The law,
as it at present stood, rendered void notes,
agreements, specialities, and all document#
given in whole or part payment for intoxicat-
ing liquors. It was, however, most unfair,
since it had an ex post facto operation. This
object was to remedy this defect. He consi-
dered that some provisions in the license law
were most tyrannical, and didjnot reflect much
credit upon the legislature that passed them.
He was afraid some gentlemen were influenced
by their zeal for temperance to go too far and
try impossibilities.
Dr. Hamilton said the question might

arise whether it was wise to adopt any license
law at all. If we admitted the sale of spiritu-
ous liquors, he did not see why we should tie
it up. The hon. member for Inverness had
said the house had dealt injudiciously with the
subject, but he would like that hon. member to
say why we should deal with it at all.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane said that the provi-
sions of license laws were sometimes so ex-
ceedingly stringent that in many instances it

was found impossible to carry them out. He
was desirous of aiding temperance whenever
it was practicable, but he did not think it was
wise to go to such extremes as some would.
Mr. Blanchard said that it had become

fashionable to say that license laws were ty-
rannical, but he would undertake to say that,
with the exception of one section, our law was
not more oppressive than was any other muni-
cipal regulation. The section of which he
spoke had been brought to the notice of the
committee to whom the subject of the license
law had been referred, and it would probably
be amended. He thought that the bill of hi*
hon. colleague might be submitted to the same
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committee, and if it was shown to "be necessary
no doubt it would be adopted.
Mr. LeVesconte thought that the law was

most unjust in the case refei red to by the in-

troducer of the bill.

Mr. S. McDonnell again pointed out that
the law in this respect had a retrospective
operation.

BILLS REPORTED.
Hon. Mr. Shannon, chairmen of committee

cm private bills, reported up the following:—To
incorporate the New Glasgow Marine Insur-
ance company

;
to incorporate Mire Bay Har-

bor company
;
to incorporate Sydney and Bras

d’Or Steamboat company; to authorize the
sale of Parsonage lot and house at North West
Lunenburg; to alter the time of holding ses-

sions in Barrington
;
to amend the act to incor-

porate the Glace Bay mining company.
RIVER FISHERIES.

Mr. Blanchard stated that he had intro-

duced on a previous day a petition from a
number of the inhabitants of Margaree, Inver-
ness, complaining that the act passed last ses-

sion on “ river fisheries,” bore hardly upon the
fishermen, and was only for the benefit of
“ gentlemen sportsmen.” Sec. 5 of chap. 95, R.
S., provides that no net should be set for the
catching of salmon within a mile from the
mouth of the river. The bill he now introduced
in accordance with the prayer of the petition in
question, was intended simply to reduce the
distance in the county from one mile to a quar-
ter.

The bill was read a second time by consent,
and referred to the committee on River Fish-
eries.

CITY BILL.
Mr. Pryor, chairman of committee on city

bills, reported up a bill, entitled “ An Act to
authorize the city to borrow money to pay off
the debt upon the market house.”

PETITIONS.
Mr. G. S. Brown presented a petition from

Yarmouth in reference to' the school act.

Mr. Pryor presented two petitions—one
from Lower Prospect, and another from Ter-
ence Bay, against the Union of the Provinces.
Mr. Miller presented two petitions from

Richmond on the same subject.
Mr. Donald Fraser presented a petition

from the town of Pictou, asking for amendment
in the license law.
Mr. Robicheau presented a petition from

Weymouth, praying for an alteration in the
present school law.

BILLS.
Mr. Donald Fraser introduced a bill in

accordance with the prayer of the petition pre-
viously .referred to, to provide for the expen-
diture of duties arising from the sa'e'of licenses
for intoxicating liquors in the town of Pictou.”
Mr. Botjrinot introduced an act to confirm

eertain grants, and authorize further grants of
land in the island of Cape Breton.

the school act.
Hon. Attorney General said—I rise for

the purpose of asking leave of the house to
present a bill entitled/' An act in addition to
chap. 58 of the third series of the R. S. of pub-
lic instruction, and ratifying and confirming
proceedings therein.” I may mention what is
well known to gentlemen around these bench-
es that in accordance with the act that was
passed last session proceedings were taken to
establish schools in all parts of the country,

and in some places parties neglected to adopt
any of the provisions of the chapter. No pro-
visionwas made, therefore, to enable persons to
obtain the means of education and, at the same
time, receive a share of the legislative grant
for the remaining half of the present year.
The principal object of this bill is to enable
parties throughout the country who wish to
adopt the provisions of the school act to have
the means of doing so on the same principles
as were in force last year. A bill has been al-

ready introduced by the government which
will be of course considered at a future day,
but it will not go, if jjassed, into operation un-
til the first day of November next. It has
been, therefore, found advisable to bring in the
bill I now hold in my hand to provide for the
term up to that date. Whatever may be the
opinion of the legislature, whatever may
be its action in reference to the bill on
the general subject of education, I take it

for granted that the house will see the necessi-
ty of making provision for all sections where
schools do not now exist. I have now stated
the main object of the bill, but nevertheless I
shall briefly run over its different clauses for
the information of the house. The first clause
provides for holding meetings in May, which
are to be called by the Inspector. The Inspec-
tor will decide what time in the month of May
he will call that meeting. Under that clause
therefore, the inhabitants will have an oppor-
tunity of appointing trustees and of deciding
whether they shall adopt the school act or not.
The second clause provides for the appoint-
ment of three trustees, either at any of these
meetings called by the Inspector, or, if neces-
sary, at any adjourned meeting. The third
clause provides that, if the meeting decide to
support a school for the period of five mouths,
aud adopt assessment as the principle upon
which that school is to be maintained, the
trustees can assess for the sum which is to be
collected by their secretary from the roll of
1864—the last made up, and therefore the more
likely to be correct. The fourth clause provides
that when subscription is adopted and fails,

the amount can be raised by assessment, which
is the principle of the old law. By this means
the trustees who have entered into contracts
with schoolmasters will be able to indemnify
themselves. The fifth clause imposes a penalty
of $20 on a trustee or collector refusing to act,

or failing in his duty, and provides the machi-
nery by which it may be collected. The sixth
clause empowers the trustees to borrow money
for the erection of a school-house. If the new
bill is to come into operation in November
next, it is obvious that the necessary stejs
should be taken to make provisions fcr
carrying ’ it out satisfactorily. The seventh
clause provides that in all cases up to the time
of the passing of the act, where trustees have
estimated too small a sum, they may have an
opportunity ofrefunding themselves by assesf-
ment. There^were some.cases which had been
brought to the notice of the Superintendent of
Education where parties, by mistake, had es-
timated too small an amount—in some cases by
as much as $100. The trustees, knowing no-
thing of the mistake entered into arrangements
with the teachers and brought the schools
into operation. In none of these cases is there
any opposition to the assessment principle.
The eighth clause defines the duty of trustees.
It incorporates several provisions that are
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contained in the bill laid on the table the other
day. It has, however, one new provision en-
abling the trustees to determine on the site of
school houses. They are] to furnish school ac-
commodation. It also provides schooling: free
of charge to all persons resident within the
section of five years and upwards. It makes
provision for the different grades of schools,
and for blending them together. The ninth
clause provides for arrangements to be made
between the governing body of any academi-
cal or other institution drawing a distinct grant
from the legislature, and three trustees of any
school, for the purpose of incorporating the two,
to further the advantage of the section where
they may be “Situated. There are cases where
persons might be contributing to an academi-
cal institution, and it would be^hardly fair for
them to pay to the general assessment fund
without receiving any benefit in return. It is

the same clause that is in the new act. The
tenth clause gives to trustees of any
section the power of admitting to school
privileges pupils from other sections under cer-
tain terms. The eleventh clause gives the trus-
tees power to suspend or expel any pupil from
a school who shall persist in disobedience or
be guilty of any vice that may demoralize the
other pupils. It also provides for the dismissal
of any teacher for gross neglect of duty, or im-
morality. The trustees are to acquaint the ex-
aminer with their decision, and lie shall for-

ward a statement of the matter to the superin-
tendent, and the pay of any such teacher
shall cease unless otherwise ordered by the
Board of Commissioners on an appeal by the
party accused. The twelfth clause allows the
trustees to call a special meeting to transact
any necessary business other than what is re-

quired to be performed at the general meet-
ings. The thirteenth clause gives to the pro-
vincial examiners the power of granting li-

censes to teachers. The fourteenth clause rati-

fies the proceedings at those meetings where
the law has been adopted which have not been
altogether regular. The fifteenth i lause is in
reference to Colchester and Queens, which
have two distinct boards, and in the appendix
to the act of last year the grant was put down
for these counties in one sum. It was divided,
however, by the council of public instruction
on the proper scale, but the law specifically
gave it to each county in one lump. The six-

teenth clause confirms the lines of school sec-
tions, as not laid down by the council of pub-
lic instruction, until altered. In fact, I may
Say, the chief object of the bill is to legalize
errors that have arisen in consequence of par-
ties who have adopted the law in good faith
not properly appreciating its provisions.
Hon Prov. Sec. said that the policy of the

government in relation to the important sub-
ject of Education had been already explained
to the house in connection with the bill laid on
the table a few days ago. The object of the

f

wesent bill was simply to provide all the faci-

ities that were possible for the schools of the
country during the ensuing six months,—ena-
bling meetings to be held were they have
neglected to hold them, and providing for the
arrangement « f technical difficulties which
have occurred under the law, and legalizing
certain irregular proceedings which pro-
ceeded from a misapprehension of the pro-
visions of the Statute. Whatever opinions
gentlemen might liave as to the policy of the

existing law—as to the mode in which it should
be altered to meet the necessities of the coun-
try, he took it lor granted that there was no
doubt as to the propriety of this house, by an
enactment such as was now proposed by his
hon. friend, rendering legal the action which
has been taken by the inhabitants in different
sections for the purpose of putting schools into
operation. He was sure that every one would
at once see the necessity of removing difficult-
ies which now existed in carrying on the edu-
cation of the county.
Mr. Archibald, who was almost inaudible,

said that all matters connected with education
were of too great importance to be disposed of
in a few cursory observations. When the
whole subject came up legitimately, then he
would enter into the merits of the question as
fully as the vital consequences involved de-
manded at his hands.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that there was no new

principle endeavored to be established in con-
nection with the present bill. The acts of
grand juries, of sessions, and of various public
officers, had frequently to be legalized.
Mr. Blanchard considered it inadvisable

to pass the present bill before the general mea-
sure on education was first disposed of; a large
portion of the former was taken from the lat-
ter. He thought the bill should be printed.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that, alter the new

bill as you might, it would not change the ob-
ject of the present act. Its object, as he had
stated, was merely to facilitate the manage-
ment of educational matters up to the period
when the new act would, if passed by the
house, go into operation.
Mr. S. Campbell expressed his opinion that

the main bill introduced the other day should
be the first one disposed of.

Mr. Archibald also gave it as his opinion
that the main bill should be the first discussed.
After some further observations, it was

agreed that the bill should be printed immedi-
ately for the information of membors.

HARBOUR-MASTERS AT SYDNEY.
Mr. Bourinot introduced an act to autho-

rize the appointment of a harbour-master at
Sydney, C. B. The law, he stated, now provi-
ded for harbour-masters at Spanish River, but,
as the house was aware, there were two ports
on the river, one of which had already such an
officer. The present bill went to provide for a
harbor-master at Sydney town, and defined the
limits assigned to each.

people’s bank.
Mr. Tobin introduced a bill to amend the

act incorporating the People’s Bank of Halifax.
He stated that its object was merely to make
a few immaterial amendments, and to alter the
time of holding the annual meetings. No
change in the charter was contemplated.

petitions.
Mr. Ray presented a petition from ninety-

four persons in Annapolis Royal, requesting
a repeal of the present school act.

Also, a petition from Annapolis county rela-
tive to the dog tax.

ASSESSMENT.
Mr. Donald Fraser introduced an act to

amend chap. 46, R. 3.,—Of county assessment.
Mr. Stewart Campbell hoped the house

would pause before they put a revision upon
almost every chapter of the Revised Statute*.
The whole question of assessment was fully
disposed of last session.
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HonFin Sec. said that the Revised Statutes
could not be considered perfect, hut that
amendments must naturally be made as cir-

cumstances required it. A court representing
the public voice of Pictou, had thought it pro-
per to have the present law amended as to the
amount of pay they were willing to give to

public servants, and he could not see why any
one should object to that.

Mr. Miller thought the house should have
a uniform policy on the question, and he did
not see any reason for making an amendment
in the existing law for the sake of the county
pf Pictou. Tbe whole question was fully dis-

cussed last session, and disposed of by a large
majority of the house, and yet they were
now called upon to stultify themselves. Al-
ready was the house asked to bring in a
measure repealing the pilotage act, in refer-

ence to Pictou, though the house had affirmed
its policy last winter by a very large majority.
He did not see any re; son why the house
should stultify itself to oblige that county.

Mr. Archibald said the house was not to
assume that the revised statutes were perfect,
but he thought if the petition in the present
case came from the body of the people he
would give it more attention than he could
give to the application of men who wished to
nave their pay increased. He thought the
house should have a general policy on this
question.

Hon. Fin. Sec. replied that public servants,
if they were to be paid at all, should receive a
sum equivalent to the time and attention they
gave to the public service. There was not a
man on the grand jury who could not earn
more than a dollar a day in his ordinary avoca-
tions. The half dollar they now received was
altogether inadequate. The magistrates who
sat in the sessions as the guardians of the pub-
lic interests sanctioned the present bill and the
grand jury who requested themtodeal with this
matter were men who would not receive any
benefit if it passed, for the assessment has been
already made. As to the remarks of the hon.
member for Richmond in reference to Pictou.
lie would allow them to pass for just what they
were worth.
The subject then dropped.

Mr. Donkin presented a petition from Ed-
ward B. Oxley and 95 other inhabitants of
River Philip, county jjf Cumberland, asking
that the subject of Confederation be submitted
to the people. The following bills were read
a third time:—Further to amend the act to au-
thorize the erection of a Court House and Jail
in Yarmouth—To legalize the assessment-iolls
of the County of Lunenburg.
Mr. Kaulback presented a petition from

Middle LaHave, asking for delay before action
was taken on the subject of the Union of the
Colonies.

The house went into committee on bills, and
passed the folllowing:—To incorporate the
New Glasgow Marine Insurance Company

—

To amend the act to incorporate the Glace Bay
Mining Company—To alter the time of holding
the General Sessions of the Peacejn Barring-
ton.
Then the committee adjourned, and reported

progress.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Friday, 10th March.
The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Blanchard introduced an act to in^
corporate the Scotia Lodge of Free Masons,
Canning.
Mr. Donkin presented a petition from a

number of inhabitants of Parrsboro’ against
the present School Bill.

THE PASSPORT SYSTEM.
Mr. Botjrinot said that he had been re-

quested to put a question to the Government
whether there had been any communication
received by them with regard to the passport
system between this Province and the United
States. He noticed in a telegram to the city
papers that the order had been rescinded in
regard to Canada.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that no communi-

cation had been reecived touching any propos-
ed alteration in the present system. He was
exceedingly glad to see in the English news
that in consequence of communications that
had taken place between the British Govern-
ment and the United States authorities, the
determination had been arrived at to discon-
tinue the system as respects Canada. He
hoped that this also included the Maritime
Provinces. He was inclined to believe that
the fact that Canada only was mentioned arose
from the want of information that so frequent-
ly characterised communications with re-
ference to British America. He could not
imagine how so extraordinary an act should
be committed as discontinuing the system be-
tween the States and Canada and keeping it

in force as regards these Lower Provinces.
Whilst there might have been some plausible
reasons for having a passport system betwen
Canada and the United States, there had
been none why there should be such an ob-
noxious and inconvenient proceeding carried
out in respect to the Maritime Province?. Com-
munication would be had with the Imperial
authorities at Washington upon the subject,
and he had no doubt that the system, which
was attended with great inconvenience and ex-
pense, would be also repealed with respect to
these Provinces.

Mr. Archibald said that he was afraid the
Prov. Secretary was anticipating too much in
supposing the Passport system was abandoned
as regards the Lower Provinces. He regretted
to be obliged to say, that not only was
the system not discontinued, but that it was
exercised in such a way as to create the im-
pression that it was used in this community
not so much as a matter of national safety,
but as an instrument of personal annoyance.
He had the authority of a leading merchant in
this city, to say, that the United States autho-
rities here refused to visa the passports of
gentlemen in this community of the first cha-
racters and standing; whose business called
them to the States, and who were above all

suspicion of interfering in their local disputes.
He did not question the right of any country
to exclude such foreigners as they choose from
entering their borders, but he could not help
thinking that it was a very unwise exercise m
that power, if it was exercised in such a way
as to lead to the conclusion it was used for j>uf-

poses of personal and individual oppression,
and he thought it unworthy of the great nation
to the south of us.
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CORRECTION.
Mr. Tobin corrected an error which he no-

ticed in a report of some few remarks he had
made in reference to the militia on a previous
day. He was made to say that the expenses
of the North since the war commenced amount-
ed to one hundred million of dollars. What
he did say was, that the army estimates for the
resent year were over one hundred million
ollars. When the war broke out the United

States had only 41 ships of war, whilst now
they were increased to 671 ships, 54 of which
were monitors and iron clads. He thought it

advisable to correct the mistake of the repor-
ter, inasmuch as the papers containing the
debates went abroad, and it might not be
known where it originated.
Mr. Blanchard pointed out an error of the

printer in placing his name to some remarks
which were made by Mr. Blackwood, and vice

versa, in the same debate. He wa3 made to

say that in his county they could lire across
the beach' out to sea whereas it was Mr. Black-
wood who said so.

Hon. Att. Gen. called attention to the un-
fairness of some of the papers that did not
publish the official reports.

CONFEDERATION.
ft Mr. Locke presented four petitions from the
township of Shelburne against the Union of
the provinces. He also stateed that hejnoticed
in one of the papers a telegram that Canada
was going to take certain action on the ques-
tion of Confederation, and therefore he wished
to kuow whether the government had had any
correspondence on the subject.
Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that the government

had received no official communication from
the government of Canada upon the subject,
but at the same time he made that statement
he thought it. right to add that the substance
of the telegram, as it exactly appeared, was
communicated to him by a member of the
Canadian government. He did jnot regard
that as an official communication in the real
scene of the term.
Mr. S. McDonnell said he noticed that the

petitions presented on the subject under con-
sideration were styled “ with regard to Confe-
deration.” II e considered that these petitions
were, to all intents and purposes, against the
scheme.
Mr. Locke said the good sense of the coun-

try would tell at once that they were against
Confederation.
Mr. P. Smyth presented a petition from

Ship Harbor, in Inverness, against Confedera-
tion.
Mr. Robertson expressed his opinion that

all the petitions were not really against the pro-
posed Union.

Hon. Att. Gen. replied that the people
wished time for the consideration of the ques-
tion. They were certainly against legislating
upon it this session, but they did not express
any opinion adverse to the scheme.
Mr. S. McDonnell said that the Attorney

General could not, by any amount of ingenuity,
construe these petitions in any other way than
that they are opposed to Confederation. They
were opposed to the consummation of the
measure at the present time, and there was
not a single word in them in its favor.
Mr. Miller was surprised that gentleman

should argue the question. Petitioners said
they did not wish the house to deal with the

question, but to leave it to them to decide
in reference to it. They gave a significant
hint what they would do with it if they got
hold of it.

Hon. Atty. Gen. supported his position by
reference to the state of things that occurred
in connection with the measure touching the
Incorporation of the Counties that was before
the house some years ago. The fact that the
people said they wanted time for consideration
proved that they had not yet made up their
minds either to oppose or reject it.

Mr. Stewart Campbell said that the pe-
titioners not only expressed their anxiety lest
this measure should be passed during the pre-
sent session, but they wished to obtain from the
government a pledge that it would not be carried
through until it had been first passed upon by
the people at the polls. The house had now
been in session for a month, and a large num-
ber of petitions, containing very many signa-
tures, had been presented, and he thought it

was about time that the government of this
country should relieve the people from the
anxiety they now felt lest this measure should
be passed through during the present ses-
sion.

petitions.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane presented a petition
from certain persons in Parrsboro asl ing for
an alteration in the School Law. This petiti-

on which was most elaborate and contained
a draft of a proposed act was read by the
Clerk.
Mr. S. Campbell presented to the Finan-

cial Secretary the petition of Henry Peitch
and others asking for remuneration for placing
buoys in the harbour of Canso. It was subse-
quently laid on the table.
Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from

Mire, C. B., asking for a daily mail to Sydney.
INLAND FISHERIES.

Mr. LeVesconte reported in part from the
committee on the Fisheries that the bill intro-
duced ou the previous day and referred to that
committee by Mr. Blanchard was not necess-
ary. Petitioners were under the misapprehen-
sion that shear nets could not be used whereas
they could be, the law only referring to bag
nets.
Mr. Blanchard was glad to have the ex-
lanation of the hon. member for there had
een an impression that the statute referred

not only to bag but those which were common-
ly called shear nets. As his constituents had
a right to set these nets, ic was unnecessary
to have the bill he had introduced passed.
Mr. Le Vesconte also brought to the no-

tice of the house that large quantities of fish

were detained in the locks of the canal, and
the largest size were only taken whilst the
others were left to rot upon the shores. He
would therefore wish the attention of the
Custos of Hants to be called to the matter.

Mr. Parker mentioned that the Shubena-
cadie was between the two counties, and the
sessions of neither made provisions to remedy
the evil complained of. Great injury was
done since by destroying the gaspereaux
salmon were also destroyed. He trusted that
something would be done in reference to this

matter.
Mr. Robertson thought whichever county

could best look after that matter should attend
to it.
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Mr. Archibald explained that the law now
contained provisions to enable sessions to deal
with a difficulty as occurred in the present case.

Hon. Atty. Gen. pointed to difficulties that
prevented the law being carried into opera-
tion, and said it would be best to place the
whole charge of the matter in one county.

CROWN LANDS IN CAPE BRETON.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table an answer

to an enquiry asked by the hon. meihber for

Inverness, (Mr. McDonnell) respecting Crown
Lands in Cape Breton, showing the amount
paid into the Receiver General under the act
of 1859 in reference to that island; also
amounts expended under section 10 and for

what purpose. There returns show that the
gross proceeds were in, 1859, 1860, 1861,1862
1863 and 1861 inclusive—in

—

Cape Breton,
$16,475

Inverness,
10,153

Richmond,
9,139

Victoria,
6,952

Paid for Surveys,
$7016

14 44

4014
If 44

4765
44 44

4145

Net proceeds,
$9,458

Net proceeds,
6,039

Net proceeds,
4,474

Net proceeds,
2,479

Making the whole gross amount 42,719; for

surveys, over 20,000 ;
and leaving a balance of

over 22,000 of net proceeds.
Mr. Blanchard was glad that the return

showed that the island of Cape Breton at this

moment was entitled to some twenty-two
thousand of dollars to be expended on the
opening up of her crown lan Is, &c., and he
trusted that the government would carry out
the intention of the law.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the hon. mem-

ber had fallen into the same error that he had
himself, for he (Dr. T.) was somewhat under
an erroneous impression when he addressed
the house a few days ago. As the hon. mem-
ber would see the clause of the act which re-

ferred to the expenditure of the money for the
opening up of roads did not apply solely to
that which arose under the settlement of titles

but to all money received from crown lands;
and the statement which he had .just read,
showing the total net proceeds of $22000, em-
braced all the money that had been received
for crown lands of every description, whether
under the settlement of titles or in any other
way. The clause read : “A distinct account
shall be kept for the sale of all crown lands in
the several counties of Cape Breton, acd out
of the net proceeds thereof shall be appropriat-
ed such amount for surveys and opening up
or making roads through the crown lands in
that island as may be considered necessary by
the Governor in Council to promote the sale
and settlement thereof.”

MESSAGE FROM THE L. C.

A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council stating that they had agreed to a
bill to incorporate the Royal Sussex Lodge of
Freemasons; and to a bill to incorporate the
Acadia Coal Company, without amendments;
and to a bill to incorporate the Stone Cutters’
and Mason’s Association of Halifax, with
amendments, to which they desired the concur-
rence of the honourable house.

PROVINCIAL DEBENTURES. -
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table a return

asked for by the hon. member for North Col-
chester, (Mr. McLelan,) giving a statement of
the debentures sold in connection with the
building of the Pictou Railway. There were

11

28 bonds of £500 sterling, amounting to £14,000,
and 78 of £100, making a total sum of £21,800
stg., sold at par.
Mr. Archibald said that at the present

moment it was quite obvious that the amount
of our provincial currency in circulation was
altogether inadequate to the wants of the coun-
try. The greatest difficulty was experienced
by gentlemen engaged in mining enterprizes
to get the notes that they required for their
purposes, and he was informed by gentleffien
well qualified to express an opinion on this
matter that £50,000, or £60,000 might be put
into circulation quite easily, which should save
the province a sum equivalent to £3, or £4000
a year. He regretted that it should have been,
thought necessary to incur the obligation in
question before the Course he alluded to was
taken. He did not think it wise to sell the
bonds and incur 6 per cent interest, when such
a cheaper plan was available if any money
were actually required to meet present exi-
gencies.
Hon. Fin. Sec. replied that the work was

under contract on every section, and several
contractors were actually employed; and a
much larger amount would soon be required.
During the ensuing summer there would be
probably expended on the work something like
$600,000. It was only a necessary precaution
to secure the comparatively small amount
shown by the return he had handed in. It
would be remembered that, an extension of the
Lunatic Asylum was to be made, and any
amount of money that might be available from
the source alluded to by the hon. member for
Colchester—the issue of ProvincialcurrenCy—

-

would be entirely absorbed in connection with
that undertaking. So the Receiver General,
in view of the fact that our bonds were selling
at a large discount in England, exercised a
wise discretion in selling at par a small amount
for any contingency that might arise.
Mr. Tobin stated that he had been ignorant

until very recently that our bonds were for
sale here, but it was quite certain that the
price which they had brought was satisfactory;
He believed that the Provincial Bonds were
selling at a very much less rate in London,
and, therefore, he saw no reason for complaint.
He did not agree with the hon. member for
Colchester that £50, or £60,000 of Provincial
paper could be readily put into circulation. A
large sum, about £102,000, was already afloat,
and it was not likely that a small province like
this, with 330,000 people, required more at
present. He heard the question discussed by
mercantile men and they thought that perhaps
£10,000 might be put in circulation; but not
more. If £60,000 were put out, every bank in
the City would soon be flooded. He looked
upon the policy of selling the bonds in the pro-
vince itself as judicious. Many of our own
people had suffered materially from the de-
preciation of the currency in the States, and
would be glad to invest their money in our
own securities.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that the question had

received the most careful consideration of the
Executive Government, and their policy was
to have the money required for the construc-
tion of the Pictou Railway raised as far as
possible within the country. They believed
that on every account it was desirable that
the interest which is payable by the Province
should as far as practicable be paid to the peO-
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pie of the Province. The government had of-
fered these bonds to no one; parties came and
solicited them for these bonds, and when it was
thought advisable to obtain money in view of
some contingency, they were sold at par. The
government avoided anything that might
cause a rush for these bonds at one time and
tend to their depreciation. The government
were quite under the impression that a further
issue of Provincial paper might be resorted to,

but the only issue that had been authorized
was the expenditure of £10,000 for the purpose
of paying for the site of the new building now
in course of erection. It was quite possible that
a further extension of £10,000 or more might be
safely resorted to, but the issue, as stated by
the Financial Secretary, would be absorbed in
connection with the Hospital for the Insane.
In consideration of the position that our de-
bentures occupied in England, he thought it

was a wise policy to dispose of the bonds on
the terms they had received.
Mr. Akchibald gave some figures to show

that the amount of provincial money now in
circulation was £121,682, and said that under
the acts of 1858 and 1859 we had the authority
to issue to the extent of £159,000. The hon.
member for Halifax evidently formed his
opinion from the business done in the city, but
he (Mr. A.) had stated what he had from in-
formation derived from gentlemen who were
conversant with the wants of various sections
of the province. He had the best reason for
believing—and he gave some facts within his
own knowledge in connection with this point

—

that the sum of £50,000 could be absorbed
without the least difficulty, or derangement of
business. The fact that a railway was to be
commenced in Cape Breton during the present
year would show that a large sura could be
easily put into circulation. Nothing could be
more gratifying than that our people should be
ready to invest in our debentures in this coun-
try, but he did not think that it was right that
the government should have taken no steps to
inform thepublic that the bonds were for sale.

No difficulty would have arisen from adver-
tizing the public of the fact, for the govern-
ment were not bound to sell more than was
necessary. Other persons beside those who
had friends in official quarters should have
had an opportunity of knowing that these
bonds were for sale. It was not until the
other day that he had become acquainted with
the fact; and he must confess he did not think
the favoritism that had been displayed was
creditable to the government.
Mr. S. Campbell, said that the city of Hali-

fax had authority to obtain money precisely
in the same way as the Province, but the civic

authorities did not consider the passage of an
act as a sufficient notice to the public that de-
bentures were for sale. On the contrary, the
city issued advertisements, and the result had
been that it obtained money on more favour-
terms than the province had in connection
with these debentures.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said that he imagined
there was no man in Nova Scotia who could
complain that he could not get the debentures,
for bonds, if the law carried out, would have
to be issued to a very large amount, sooner or
later. vlt was a matter of notoriety, not only in
the city, but in other parts of the province
that the bonds were to be sold, and very
many persons were laying up their money for

the purpose of investing it in the debentures re-
quired for the construction of the Railway in
preference to mortgages. Any person who
who had money to invest knew where to apply,
and he was not aware of anyone who felt he
was disappointed in getting these bonds. He
considered it a wise move on the part of the
government td have allowed these bonds to go
off at par, and it was not improbable that if

they had advertized money lenders would
have been placed in a position to combine and
depreciate them by making use of the fact that
they were only worth so much in the money
market in England. One of the gentlemen
whose name was in the list told him that the
money he had invested did not belong to
him, but to a friend who did not wish to have
the trouble to go to England. If the money
had been his, he added, he would have remit-
ted it to England. The government seeing it

was clearly for their advantage, had sold the
bonds at par, and in that way procured before-
hand a certain amount of money which they
thought might be necessary. He denied that
any favoritism had been displayed to any one,
in connection with the matter of the sale.
Any oue, looking at the list, would see the
names of many of the strongest oppon-
ments of the government in the city of
Halifax. It was obvious that if one mer-
chant was aware that bonds were for sale,
he would mention it to others, and in that
way the fact would have all due publicity. As
respects the amount of notes that might be put
into circulation he was inclined to draw a very
different conclusion from the hon. member for
Colchester. In 1858 or 1859, these notes were
held by the banks for some months. At last
they would not receive them as deposits and
the government were obliged to withdraw
several thousands. Since 1858 there had been
no extraordinary demand for these notes, and
it would not, in his oj)inion, be wise to issue
any large sum, though he was inclined to be-
lieve that a small amount of notes of a denomi-
nation of one dollar and such sums, might be
made available. He did not think that if we
put into circulation any large amount of our
notes, the banks would be so ready to hoard
them. He granted that there was some reason
for a certain amount in the fact that the num-
ber of banking institutions has now considera-
bly increased, and that they hold these notes
as so much assets. It was also true that the
development of the mines of Cape Breton
might absorb a certain amount, but when the
first outlays of the companies were over their
expenses would be dwindled down to an
amount equal with the expenditure of the Min-
ing Association. So taking everything into
consideration he could not think that any

fc
such

amount, as stated by the hon. member for Col
Chester, could by any i>ossibility be absorbed.
Mr McLelan could not understand the

necessity for the Government issuing these
debentures. There could not have been a
very large expenditure incurred in connection
with the Pictou Railroad.
Hon. Fin. Sec.—$56,000 had been expended

when these Bonds were sold.
Mr. McLelan. — Even that was a small

amount, besides there was no need for it when
there was a balance in the Treasury, and if

more was required a further issue of province
notes (which the country required) was the
proper course. The Attorney General must



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 83

be very ignorant of the wants of the country
when he stated that there was enough of notes
m circulation to satisfy the demand. He for-

got that since 1859 every branch of industry
and trade had largely increased, and that the
Revenue had nearly doubled. He (Mr. McL.)
spoke from personal knowledge when he said
that in the country the want of province notes
was severely felt. There was therefore no
reason for the issue of these Bonds, and as re-

gards the mode in which they had been dis-

posed of, he differed entirely in the opinion that
the passage of the law to authorize, the con-
struction of the Pictou Railroad was sufficient

notice to the public that the Government
wanted to borrow money. They might take
pattern by the City Council, who, when they
wanted money, advertised for tenders, and in
some instances had obtained it for five per
cent. This was the course the Government
should have adopted, and it was one that would
have been more satisfactory to the country,
and more profitable to all parties Concerned.
Hon. Atty. Genl. agreed that it the govern-

. ment only wanted a small sum such as the
•city generally required, the course suggested
would be the proper one

;
but he doubted the

policy of the government advertizing these
bonds for sale. He thought it would tend to
lower their value. No one acquainted with
the subject could expect that, in view of the
state of the money market in England, any-
thing more than par could be got for them. It
might be true that a larger amount of Provin-
cial paper could be floated, but it would find
its way into the vaults of the different banks,
and would not be of any real benefit to the
country in the way of accommodation.
Mr. Archibald said that no doubt it was

to the advantage of the banks to keep their
own notes in circulation; but at the very time
it was stated that there was too much Pro-
vincial paper in circulation, he had experienced
great difficulty in obtaining Province notes
from the banks. No one knew better than
the hon. member for Halifax, the vast increase
in trade that had taken place since 1859; and
surely, if the Province was able to float $150,-
000 then, it could afftfrd to increase it by half
that amount now. It was a matter of great
importance to the country that increased ac-
commodation should be given, and he could not
see any danger of depreciation

;
for, if it

was necessary to redeem the paper, the
government had the power to borrow from
the Savings’ Bank at four per cent. As
regards the system pursued by the govern-
ment, in disposing of these bonds, he con-
idered it a gross injustice to the country
that publicity had not been given of their in-
tention to offer them for sale. He, himself, as
Trustee of a Public Institution, had occasion
not long since to invest some £2,000, and had
he known of this, he would have been glad to
have purchased government bonds to that
amount; as it was, he was obliged to put it in
the banks at four per cent, thus losing to the
Institution two per cent, per annum. He
could not understand the argument of the hon.
Attorney General, that by -giving publicity to
the matter, the value of the bonds would be
depreciated; but whether if did or not, was
not the question

;
what he complained of, was

that preference had been given to a favored
few, who possessed the confidence of the go-
vernment, and thus obtained an unfair advan-
tage over the rest of the community.

Hon. Atty. Gen. denied that any favor had
been shown. The government had acted in
good faith with a view to advance the best in-

terests of the Province—certain persons who
had money to invest thinking that the govern-
ment required it for the Pictou railroad—with-
out having any other mode of information
than was open to the whole public—came for-

ward and offered to buy government, bonds at
par—and the government accepted their offer,

—that was the whole case, and no preference
had been shown to one above another.
Mr. McLelan said that what he complained

of was that the government borrowed money
when there was no necessity for it. They
had money enough in the treasury, and if

they had not they had the power to issue pro-
vince notes. He could not understand the ar-

gument of the Atty. Gen., that if they only
wanted a s aiall sum it would be right to ad-
vertise, but it was not so necessary when a
large sum was required. It appe?red that a
few favored individuals had obtained these
bonds atfpar—whereas if they had been open to
competition they would probably have brought
a premium. The proper course manifestly was
to advertise for tenders, so that all might have
an equal chance.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said if there was anything

wrong in the policy pursued by the govern-
ment it was not the result of accident—for it

had been adopted advisedly and after due de-
liberation—and he thought the result would
prove, with a due regard to the interests of the
country. But if the house considered that they
were wrong, the government would have to
submit to their decision. A little reflection
would show that the course pursued was a
wise one, for if the government advertized to
the world that they wanted money for the
Pictou railroad, what was to prevent capital-
ists from combining together and dictating the
terms upon which they would give it. If, how-
ever, the house thought proper to alter the po-
licy, he only hoped that the result would be,
that the bonds would be disposed of upon as
favorable terms as those to which objection
had been taken.
Mr. Locke said every one knew that

these bonds are good for 6 per cent. What we
do complain of is, that they were disposed of
secretly.
Hon. Prov. Secy, said—There was no secre-

sy whatever. Every man was treated alike,
and no preference was shown to any friends of
the Government. And, in proof of that, he
had only to refer to the fact -mentioned by the
member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin,) that he was
ignorant they were to be issued. Surely, if the
Government were inclined to shew favor, they
would extend it to him, and yet he knew no-
thing of it.

Mr. Tobin had received some information of
the intention of the Government to issue
bonds.
Dr. Tupper—Not from the Government.
No. My information was derived from the

Secretary of the Acadia Fire Insurance Com-
pany.
Dr. Tupper—

I

t is evident that no favoritism
has been shown. All who came forward were
treated alike.
Mr. Locke—

W

hat we complain of is, that
the country was kept in ignorance of the inten-
tion of the Government to sell these bonds.

—

He himself had had large sums to invest,
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-which he would gladly have put in provincial
securities. The Government should have ad-
vertised in the papers, so that all might have
been put upon equal terms. As regards the
further issue of provincial paper, he thought
the wants of the country required it, and there
would be no difficulty in floating .£50,000 more.
Mr. Tobin thought that the Government

had made a pretty good speculation of it, in dis-

posing of hese bonds at 6 per cent., when the
state of the stock market in England was ta-

ken into consideration. When the railroads
were first commenced in this country, it was
impossible to dispose of these bonds at 5 per
cent., and the Government had to take them
into the English market, and pay Baring &
Bros, a commission to dispose of them. He
differed entirely with those who advocated a
further issue of Provincial paper. It was quite
true that trade had largely increased, but not
to a sufficient extent to warrant the course re-

commended—and his impression was that if

they attempted to float more, it would become
almost as much depreciated as Lincoln’s green-
backs. A small amount might possibly be
.safely issued, but it should not be done unless
in case of great necessity. He deubted the po-
licy of the Government issuing paper, when
they could get money by the sale of their bonds.
They had only to look abroad—at Germany,
for instance, to see the. mischievous effects of

an undue is ue of State paper, as exhibited. in

the depreciation of her currency. He was sur-

prised to hear of complaints of the scarcity of
Province notes, for he was under the impres-
sion that there was quite enough in circulation

to answer the wants of the country.
Mr. Blanchard said that it struck him as

singular that the city of U alifax could get mo-
ney at 5 per cent., and from the very same men
too who held the provincial bonds, for which
jthe Province had to pay them six per cent.

And it. was no small sum either, as the Atty.

Gen. had stated, that the city had borrowed.
She had issued debentures to the extent of

£100,000 for the water works—and she was
about issuing £10,000 more to pay off the debt

on the Market house. There was no <Joubt

4hat the proper course would have been to have
advertised for tenders and thus have given all

an opportunity to compete.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the member for

'Shelburne complained that he had money to

invest and was not aware that government
bonds were for sale. Surely no one knew
better than he did that money was required for

the Pictou railroad, and all he had to do was
enquire at the Receiver General’s office and

he would have received all the necessary in-

formation. He was inclined to think that gen-

tlemen who now objected to the course pursu-

ed by the government would change their

opinions upon reflection.

Mr. Locke did not consider that it was his

place to run round to the public offices to as-

certain a fact that should be made known to

the public in the proper way through the news-
papers.

, Hon. Fin. Sec. argued that there was a
pressing necessity for the issue of these bonds,

when some $56,000 had been advanced by the

JK<eceiver General for the surveys connected
;with the Pictou railroad, it became necessary

to provide for the, amounts that would shortly

'become due for the construction of. the road,

and the government had either to take money

from the savings bank or to issue debentures.
They adopted the latter course, and the only
question was as to whether proper publicity
had been given. He was inclined to think that
neither individual interests nor provincial
rights.had been injured by the course pursued.
Mr. McLelan enquired what amount was

in the Treasury on the 31st December last.

Hon. Fin. Secy, could not tell him that, as
the financial year closed on the 30th Septr. At
that date there was $225,000, but of that $45,000
consisted of Provincial notes, and $40,000 Sa-
vings’ Bank deposits, so that the available ba-
lance was about $L40,000. *

After a few further remarks, Mr. LeVes-
conte said he was only astonished that the
Government had succeeded in selling so many
of these bonds at par, when in England they
could be got at 93 or 94. He hoped that they
would be able to dispose of more on the same
terms.
Mr. Charles Campbell presented a peti-

tion from St. Ann’s, asking for special grant
for a road.
Hon. Peov. Secy, presented a petition from

Alexander Munro, author of Statistics of Bri-
tish North America, asking for aid in connec-
tion with that work—referred to committee on
printing. Also, a memorial from certain per-
sons in Inverness, in reference to surveys of
Crown Lands—accompanied by the report of
the Crown Land Commissioner.
Mr. Parker presented a petition from Gay’s

River, for a mail ride.

Dr. Brown introduced a bill concerning
school lands in Horton.
Mr. Balcam presented a petition from

Waverly eoid diggings on the subject of the
license law; also, from the same place asking
that a way office be changed into a post office.

Mr. Miller presented a petition from Ari-
chat, against the school act of last session.

Hon. Pro. Sec. called attention to the back-
wardness of the business before the respective
committees. It wrould greatly expedite the
business of the house if gentlemen in commit-
tees would forward their work, and in order to

bring them together he would move an ad-
journment until 11 o’clock the next morning.
The house accordingly adjourned to that

hour.

Saturday, March 11th, 1865.

The House met at 11 o’clock.

Mr. Hill presented a petition from the Post
Master of Hantsport for an increased salary,

]yir. Colin Campbell from the inhabitants of
Clare against Confederation. Also from Ed.
A. Potter, for an increased remuneration as
Way Office keeper at Smith’s Cove.
Two private bills were read a third time.

The House went into committee on bills apd
passed the following:—To incorporate the Mira
Bay Coal Mining Company; to incorporate,the
Sydney and Bras D’Or Steamboat Company.
A bill to enable the City of Halifax to borrow
money to pay off debt on Market House. A
bill to authorize the sale of the parsouage
house and lot in connection with the Baptist

Church at North West Lunenburg.
Then the committee adjourned and reported

up the bills. .

Mr. Archibald introduced a bill to amend the

act relative to the elective franchise. ,

Mr. MacDonnell gave notice of his intention

shortly to bring in a bill to repeal the present

franchise act.
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Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the hill brought
in by him the other day to amend the act re-

lating to public instruction had been printed
and was now ready for distribution, and as it

was extremely desirable that the matter should
be decided as soon as possible, he would move
that it be made the order of the day for Mon-
day fiext. It was made the order of the day
accordingly.
The list of the various committees were then

called over and progress reported.
Upon motion of Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Killam

was substituted in place of Mr. LeVesconte
on the committee on the petition of James
Barron.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock on

Monday in order to give the committees an op-
portunity of meeting.

Monday. 13th March, 1865.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. G. L. Brown presented three petitions
from the township of Argyle, against the pre-
sent school law.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table, bytheper-

mission of Mr. Burkner, a large bar of solid
gold, weighing 457 ozs., worth $9000, and the
product of 10 days work at the German Com-
pany’s claims, Waverley.

,
Mr. Ray presented a petition from the inhab-

itants of Victoria Beach, Annapolis County,
praying for the establishment of a Way office.

Also a petition from Annapolis county against
Confederation.

.
Mr. Bobertson handed to the government

a petition from a number of the inhabitants of
Barrington praying for the erection of a light
house at Shag Harbor Island.

Mr. Pryor presented a petition of certain
inhabitants of Mill Cove, St. Margaret’s Bay,
in reference to the protection of shore
fisheries.

NEWFOUNDLAND.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a com-

munication from the acting Colonial Secretary
of Newfoundland asking for aid from the go
vernment, towards a proposed line of steamers
between Newfoundland and Pictou. He pro-
posed that it be referred to the committee on
Navigation Securities for the purpose of having
the subject fully enquired into.

Mr. LeVesconte thought the committee in
question should confer with the committee on
fisheries in connection with the exaction of
duties on our fishermen on the coast of New-
foundland.
Hon. Proy Sec. said that it was only pro-

posed to refer this subject to the committee in
order to see if the proposed line would benefit
this province.
Mr. LeVesconte alluded to the injustice of

the course pursued by the Newfoundland go-
vernment in reference to this province, and ex-
pressed his belief that the line of steamers was
not wanted by our people.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the committee

would enquire into the whole matter, and
added that he would lay bn the table in a few
days certain correspondence from the United
States authorities, complaining of what they
consider illegal and unjust exactions that have
been made upon their fishermen.

The communication was referred to the com-
mittee on Navigation Securities.

museum. . .

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a com-
munication to the government from Bev. Ur.
Honeyman and J. B. Willis, in reference to
the establishment of a Provincial Museum.
Beferred to the committee on Mines and Min-
erals.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a commu-

nication from Benjamin Bandall in reference
to the imposition of duties on imported lime.
Beferred to the committee on trade and manu-
factures.
Mr. Kaut.back presented a petition from

St. Margaret’s Bay, Lunenburg, praying for a
way office,

Hon. Atty. Genl, laid on the table a com-
munication from D. Monaghan on the subject
of postage of agricultural reports. Beferred
to P. C. Committee.

MILITIA.
Hon. Atty. Gen. laid on the table the re-

port of the Militia, Court recently held in this
city, together with a resume of proposed
alterations in the Militia Law. The Court
have not, however, touched upon that part of
the law which refers to Militia in war times.
The hon. gentleman also presented minutes of
the proceedings of the Court, general orders
and other documents connected therewith, as
well as correspondence on the subject of the
Militia generally. The hon. gentleman stated
that he had looked over the suggestions con-
tained in the report, and thought that they
were valuable in many respects, and laid on
the table a return of small arms and stores be-
longing to the British Government that might
be available for the service of the Militia, and
amounting to some 20 000 stands of arms. It
is suggested that four or five battalions in Ha-
lifax be turned into Artillerymen, and in con-
nection with this subject is a letter from Gen.
Doyle stating that at least 1500 gunners would
be required for the working of the guns in the
neighborhood of the city. It is also proposed
to add largely to the number of the artillery in
Pictou aud Cape Breton. It is not intended,
however, added the Attorney General, to ap-
ply any money this year to the erection of a
fort at Pictou. It is also proposed to provide
clothing for a certain number of Artillery men
as an inducement to individuals to give a
large amount of time to the instruction that
is necessary before they can be considered
qualified to perform the duties which they
will be expected to perform. One style of cloth-
ing will cost £1 7s. 4d. stg., and a better des-
cription of article, £1 14s. 9d. stg.

. MESSAGE.
A Message was received from the Legislative

Council stating that they had agreed to the bill

to enlarge the powers of the trustees and go-
vernors of Acadia College, and to the bill to
incorporate the Virgin Lodge of Eree Masons
without any amendment: also that they had
passed a bill to authorize the sale of the old
Zion Congregation Church at Liverpool,

,
in

which they desired the concurrence of the hon.
house.

LICENSE LAW.
;

Mr. Tobin reported from the Committee to
whom was referred the License Law. The
Committee agreed upon the bill with the ex-
ception of the last clause in reference to a licen-
sed tavern within the limits of a proclaimed
gold district. The Committee express no
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opinion as to th.> bill introduced by the hon.
member for Inverness (Mr McDonnell) and
referred to them, but leave it to be dealt with
by the House.

THE SCHOOL LAW.
Hon. Att. Gen. then moved that the order

of the day be taken up, namely, the bill entitl-

ed “ an act in addition to chap. 58 of Public
Instruction, and to ratify and confirm pro-

ceedings thereunder ” In doing so, he said—It
is unnecessary that I should say much in
relation to the present bill, after the remarks
that I made the other day. As I stated pre-
viously this bill provides for carrying out the
law that was adopted as the policy of this

country last session. That policy was of a
duplex character—subscription or assessment.
It gave to the people in each section the option
of deciding by which of these two modes the
school should be supported In the one case
legislation was hardly necessary, for we had
already a law which provided for it, but in
view of difficulties that might occur it was con-
sidered advisable to enable the trustees in
each section where subscription was made, but
withheld, to assess the inhabitants thereof for
the amount required for the support of the
school. It was necessary also to provide for
the collection of the assessment. Provisionwas
made for the mode by which the assessment
was to be levied. Persons were to be appoint-
ed in October last as trustees and collectors.

In a great many cases the law was carried out,
—trustees and assessors were appointed. In a
great many instances the trustees, acting on
the strength of the law, proceeded to make the
necessary arrangements for the support of the
school. They entered into contracts with
scholm asters and made themselves personally
liable in other respects for the construction
and repair of school houses. It is not surpriz-
ing that difficulties should arise in the incep-
tion of a law which was new to the people,
and that misapprehension as to its provisions
should arise. Accordingly little inaccur-
acies crept into the proceedings that were
taken to carry it out; persons failed to
perform the duties assigned to them under the
law in a good many cases, and trustees, through
no fault of their own, found themselves in the
position of being answerable in their own
persons to the teachers for salaries as well as
for other expenses connected with the educa-
tion of the country, without having the means
of indemnifying themselves. Schools are now
in effective operation, but when theyear comes
round, and the schoolmasters call upon the
trustees for their salaries, the law does not en-
able the latter to collect that money by the as-

sessment upon the sections. The trustees did
their duty, and assessors were appointed, but
these refused in some cases to do their duty.
The trustees, therefore, have no means of in-

demnification. I take it then there can be no
objection on the part of this Legislature carry-
ing out their intention and passing a law to in-

demnify those trustees who have made them-
*elves answerable, and prevent them suffering
any loss. I cannot imagine for a moment that
the House will consider it so monstrous a pro-
position for the trustees to approach the House
through the Council of Public Instruction, and
ask that they be protected from any loss, but
that every one will be prepared to yield to their
wishes.* It may be said that there are parties

in some sections who are opposed to this law,

and that being in a minority they have a right
to take advantage of any little slip in the pro-
ceedings, so as to entitle them to refuse pay-
ment of the subscription. I believe if any
such claim is made that on examination it
will be found to have no foundation in right.
If the law had been carried out, as it was
intended it should, they would have to pay
For instance, if the assessors had acted, they
would have been forced to pay. If the trustees
had not made arrangements for a school, the
section would have been without the means of
education. If the school has been in operation
all that the law contemplated has been accom-
plished. Now if we are under the conviction
that no injustice has been done to any indivi-
dual—that he has not been called upon to pay
anything more than he could be asked to give
under the law in all its integrity—if he has
only been asked to pay that' which the law
which received the sanction of both branches of
the Legislature requires,what possible objection
can there be to passing the present bill. If par-
ties have entered into engagements, under the
law, it is but right that they should fulfill them.
There are a variety of cases in which parties
have gone to the meetings, agreed to assess
themselves with their neighbours for the sup-
port of the school, and induced the trustees to
enter into contracts with schoolmasters, and
afterwards opposed the assessment altogether.
I think there is no Legislature that can come
to the conclusion that these parties should not
be bound to pay. If there has been any little
informality in the proceedings, in respect to
the number of days’ notice of the meetings, or
the number of notices that have been put up

—

it should not be allowed te have any weight.
This bill, therefore, provides for the indemnifi-
cation of trustees where schools have been put
into operation, and in connection with which
liabilities have been incurred. If, indeed, the
assessment was made upon terms different
from that which the law provided, then there
might be some reason why the Legislature
should say that injustice has been done, but it

is not so in the cases to which this bill is in-
tended to apply. I think it will be acknowl-
edged as perfectly just that if parties re-
fuse to act as assessors, after having accepted
the position, the assessment, even if made by
only one of them, should be carried out. It is

merely doing the act by one which should have
been done by three, and if there is no incor-
rectness as to the mode of levying the assest-
ment, no legislature, I think, ought to refuse
to sanction the proceeding in question. If
there is any objection as to the details of the
bill, it can be urged in committee, but I cannot
see how the house can refuse to sanction the
second reading. The principle of the bill is
founded upon justice to all the interests con-
cerned. The other sections go merely into the
details necessary to carry out the law, and
enable parties to apply it for the next six
months of the year. They provide for the
holding of meetings in May instead of October,
as required by the law of last session; I trust,
then, that no obstacle will be thrown in the
way of the desire of the government to pass a
law that will provide requisite educational fa-
cilities to the people for the ensuing halt year.
It may be said that the law nowou the statute
book is bad, but I don’t think that apart from
the difficulties that attended the working of a
new measure it can be assumed to have been
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anything like a failure. This Legislature,
after a good deal of attention, and with the aid
of the best authorities on the subject, passed a
militia bill of some one hundred and fifty

clauses. Yet I find, looking at the report of
the Militia Court that was held in this city,

that a year’s experience has proved that
the law which was passed after so much
trouble, requires many material amend-
ments. It is to be expected that difficul-

ties will arise in the inception of legisla-
tion upon any important question affecting a
great variety of interests. No one can doubt
that the Education Bill was a step in the right
direction, and that the difficulties that have
attended its working were but the inevitable
results of a new measure which the people
have hardly yet appreciated. Because it has
been misconstrued, is no proof that it is

radically bad. We have now on the table of
the house an amended bill founded on the ex-
perience of last year, but whatevermay be the
opinion as to its merits, I take it that there are
few if any who would be willing to go back to
the old law. The principle of our law is a step
in the right direction—that of giving the peo-
ple free schools-, and I am sure that the house,
by a large majority, are in favour of this great
means of educating a people.
Mr. LeVescohte—I would like to ask the

Attorney General whether it would be per-
fectly competent for any gentleman who was
opposed to certain clauses in the bill to vote for
the second reading.
Hon. Atty. Gef.—

C

ertainly.
Mr. Archibald.—There are two principles

involved in the present measure, the one being
the amendment of the act of last year in such
a way as to enable that act to be operated
upon in instances where it cannot,—the other
being the ratification and legalizing of pro-
ceedings that have taken place under the act.

I may say that I arise with exceeding reluc-
tance for the purpose of stating my regret that
the government have seen fit on this occasion
to introduce the subsidiary before the m ain
bill. I expressed my opinion the other dav
that the discussion ot the main question ought
to proceed that of the subsidiary bill and that I
would approach the subject with less embarr-
assment than I can under existing circumstan-
ces. I am of the same opinion still, and I re-

§
ret that I have to rise now to state that I feel
ound to oppose this bill in its present shape.

The very fact that the government of the coun-
try have introduced an amended bill—that,
after an experience of twelve months they
have come to the conclusion that the bill of
last year was not successful, shows that it is a
measure which, in their judgment, ought not to
be in operation at the present moment. Yet
the government come forward to carry out for
the ensuing six months a bill which they them-
selves declare is unjust and impolitic. It can-
not be denied by any person on either side
who has considered the subject of education
that in many respects the law of last year has
disappointed its warmest advocates. That
has arisen to a large extent from the mode of
sectional assessment which was adopted.
That provision was a great mistake and
that the government have come to the
same conclusion is shown by the fact that they
have, in the bill on the table, abandoned the sys-
tem of sectional, and substituted that of coun-
ty, assessment. If any gentleman had been

able, when the bill was under consideration
last winter, to anticipate the results of sec-
tional assessment, it would never have become
law. I don’t hesitate to say that I have always
been an advocate of the principle of assess-
ment, but not in the mode which the law of
last session requires. The system adopted
differs, I believe, from any other in the world
—it imposes upon the section the whole
amount necessary for the support of schools

—

and has been proved to be productive of great
hardships all over the face of this country. I
could give you numerous instances, but, as I
do not wish to weary the house, I shall con-
tent myself with one or two. In that part of
the county of Colchester represented by my
hon. friend from Londonderry (Mr. McLelan) a
private gentleman of moderate means was
assessed, for the support of a school, no less
than £47 when he ought not to have been
called upon to pay 20s. at the most. And when
I tell you that this case is not the only one

—

that I can point to a gentleman who has been
assessed $1500 when it ought to have been
nothing like that amount if lie had been taxed
more in accordance with his position, I think
you will confess that it was time this mode of
assessment by sections was discontinued. And
yet in the face of these facts—with the know-
ledge of them pressing upon their minds—as
the bill on the table proves to you—we see the
Atorney General gravely coming forward and
asking the house to pass a law which will
bring into operation -a measure which is so
unjust on its very face. If the experience of
the last 12 months is to be of any value, Tet us
amend the bill in the manner that will be best
adapted for the interests, of the country, but
don’t let us perpetrate the injustice during the
next six months that I have shown is tlje case
under the present system. Suppose the bill is

passed, then you impose a tax, during the next
six months,—in many cases, a most enormous
tax—which the Provincial Secretary, in the
measure lie introduced, declares is unjust. I#
it right that a man should be taxed for the
ensuing six months twenty times what he will
have to pay after the new law goes into opera-
tion in November next? I cannot conceive a
stronger admission on the part of the govern-
ment of the inequalites—to use a mild term
—of the law on the statute book, than the bill

they have laid on the table, and which soon
comes up for consideration. But there is

another feature of the present bill, one which
the Attorney General laboured the most—and
I am not at all surprised that he did so—he
calls upon the house, with the knowledge of
the injustice with which this law has operated,
not only to continue an act of that kind, but to
make that a liability which is not so in fact, and
when he does that he asks us to perpetrate
an act which no free Legislature should
sanction. I assume that in all cases where
the assessment has been fairly made
—where no gross inequalities such as
I have stated have arisen—the spirit of fair-

ness that actuates our people in all matters will
influence the inhabitants to carry it out. All
honest members of the community will be dis-
posed to carry it out, but if there are cases of
the gross character where the parties have to
bear a burthen that they ought not to have to
bear, you are going to impose it upon
them. What I think the government ought to
do is this : they should frame and mature a
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bill so as to legislate for the best interests of
the people, and not continue a system which
is admitted by the entire country to operate
injuriously. I speak earnestly; not in a spirit

of opposition to the main measure. Had the
main bill come up here first, it would have
been our duty to lend our aid to mature such
a measure as would be best calculated to pro-
mote the cause of education. There is not a
gentleman in this house probably who has not
during the past year given the subject of Edu-
cation much consideration, and I am sure
there is not one who is not prepared to ac-
knowledge |the injustice of the provision to
which I have alluded. With the knowledge
of the facts before us, it is impossible, I think,
for this House to pass this bill. To say that a
law is sound in May and unsound in November
—to make a man pay double* or treble in May
what he will have to pay six months after—is
so palpable an inconsistency, that it would be
an insult to the intelligence of this house were
I to dwell on it any longer.
Hon. Atty. Gen.—I accept the remarks of

the hon. and learned gentlemen in the same
spirit in which they were given, and I have no
hesitation in expressing my conviction that he
is animated by the feelings he has expressed

;

but, at the same time, I must beg leave to dif-

fer from him as to his conclusions. The hon.
member asks this house not to pass this bill on
its second reading on two grounds. He tells

us that the law of last year was bad; that it

was unequal in its impositions upon indivi-
duals and that, therefore, this house should
not continue its provisions until the end of the
year. He next says that if any change is to be
made for the ensuing six months, it should be
based on the principle of county assessment in
accordance with the new law. If he will be
convinced of the impropriety of applying that
Act for the next six months, I have no doubt
we will obtain his sanction towards this bill

with some slight modification perhaps. The
bill now on the statute book had the entire
concurrence of the hon. gentleman, and I can-
not understand the position he has taken to-

day. Does he not see that what he urges
would be impracticable, if not totally wrong?
In the majority of cases the law has been set
in operation, and the assessments have been
made, and how are you going to have one-half
of the schools supported on one principle and
the other half on another ? Where the people
have unanimously established schools, where
they have assessed themselves willingly and
paid, in their share, on what principle could
you impose a county tax in addition? He
complains of the inequality of the bill of last
year but how much more unjust would it be to
again tax an individual who has already paid
more than under county assessment he would
be likely to pay. Therefore after consideration
the hon. member will see the course he propo-
ses is impracticable but even if it were practi-
cable it is wrong on principle. During the
passage of the bill, last session, the hon. mem-
ber said :

—“ The people were fully aware when
they adopted this system of subscription at the
annual meeting that they were liable for the
teacher’s pay aud in such a case it would be
no great hardship for them to fulfill their en-
gagements. He was in favour of a provision
that all schools should be free, in case the re-
quisite sum for maintenance was subscribed
and paid before the end of the first quarter."

So you will perceive that the'hon. gentleman
actually went further than even this bill does,
that he adopted the same principle, that where
parties entered into subscriptions and failed to
pay they should be assessed for the amount re-
quired. All I ask is that where parties by a
majority, have adopted assessment, they shall
not be permitted to escape by a mere technical
objection. The hon. member complains that
this bill was taken up first, but I don’t see what
difference it makes. It seems to me that we
should ratify and confirm what has been done
in pursuance of the intention of the law; that
when parties are willing to adopt the law, we
should give them an opportunity of doing so
for the next six months; I consider this was
the first thing that this Legislature was bound
to do. Parties have incured liabilities under the
act, and don’t know the moment they may be
called upon to pay for them outoftheir own pock-
ets, and I cannot see that any one can hesitate
a moment in passing a bill to indemnify them.
The hon. gentleman says the government have
done right to abandon the principle of sectional
assessment, and I agree with him on this point.
I believe the principle adopted in the new bill

will operate much more equably than the pre-
sent system. It will prevent the assessment
falling disproportionately upon individuals of
property living in a comparatively poor section.
No doubt the system operated particularly
hard during the first year, because provision
had to be made for the erection and repair of
school houses, and therefore I can easily un-
derstand that many individuals have felt they
were called upon to pay too large a sum. Un-
der the new law these inequalities will be re-

moved to a large extent, and the cause for any
complaints that may now exist taken away.
I feel I need not labour the present question.
The justice of protecting from loss those parties
who have entered into contracts in connection
with the cause of education is too palpable to
require any lengthened demonstration. All
that we desire is to indemnify the trustees, and
to make parties comply with the law. The evil

of which the hon. gentleman speaks will cease
as soon asthe new bill now on the table becomes
law, but, as I showed you at the outset of my
remarks, it is impossible to act differently than
we propose doing during the ensuing six
months. All I can add is, that if there are any
details that gentlemen think are susceptible of
improvement, the government are quite pre-
pared to adopt them when they are shown to

be advisable. At present, however, we have
only to deal with the principle of the bill, and
its justice and necessity I am sure no one
can, after due deliberation, deny.
Mr. Blanchard said—If the bill now be-

fore the house only professed to do what the
Hon. Attorney General says—it would pro-
bably not meet with very much opposition.
If its only object was to legalize what the ma-
jority of the people had undertaken to perform
it would not be so obnoxious in its character,
but my objection to it is: that it will compel a
great many people to do what they never pro-
mised, and to fulfil engagements which the
majority of the rate-payers never undertook
to carry out. I have only to go to my own
county for an illustration of this statement,
and to mention a case in which my honorable
colleague was a sufferer. There a dozen persons
as he says met and agreed upon an assessment
which was to bind the whole inhabitants, and
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th.s at a meeting which the great mass of the
people never heard of—due notice not having
been given—and was it to be said that the people
were to be bound by this,*—and compelled by
this bill to carry it out, when an overwhelming
majority were opposed to the law as evidenced
by the petitions on the table of the house.
Take another case—some of the assessors
imagined that all the property in the district

no matter whether owned by residents or not
must be assessed, it could not be contended,
presume, that the law was intended to ap-
ply to absentees, and yet by the terms of the
bill under discussion they would be compelled
to pay although illegally assessed.
Hon. Atty. Genl. said that a case of that

kind had never been brought to the notice of
the council of public instruction, a very few
words in the bill would prevent it from ai>ply-
ing to such cases.
Mr. Blanchard.-Take another case. The

impression prevailed amongst a great many
persons, that the property of Gold Mining
Companies, the proprietors of which were not
residents, could be assessed, and I can point to
a ca -e not very far from H alifax of the grossest
injustice where a gold company was taxed.$14fi,
and not onq of the stockholders was resident
in the country:—I do not wish to multiply cases
but there is one that came within my personal
knowledge, when half a dozen persons met and
undertook to tax their neighbours without hav-
ug given legal notice of the meeting, and yet I
presume this is to be legalized by this bill. •

Hon. Atty. Gen.—No schools came into
operation under that meeting.

Mr. Blanchard—I am not aware whether
in this particular case they did, but I have been
told of hundreds of similar cases, where schools
have been set in operation by the authority of
meetings just as informally held. 1 contend
that it is impossible to frame this hill so as to
prevent the grossest injustice. f it could he
so worded as to apply only to casts in .which
the parties had honestly agreed to carry out
the law, but were prevented by technical in-
formalities, I should not object, but to pass a
sweeping law to legalize the proceedings of all

meetings, whether held surreptitiously or not,
would be to perpetrate a piece of injustice I
cannot agree to. In Pictou, I understand, a
number of persons of considerable means, wlio
have been assessed to a very large extent, have
taken legal advice as to whether they are not
justified in resisting the payment.

Dr. Tupper—Nothing has been done under
that assessment. No schools are in operation
under it.

Mr. Blanchard—In the case of the Gold
Mining Companies, however, to which I have
alluded, .schools have been set in operation;
and the machinery, ami other property of the
Company was actually levied upon to enforce
the rate.

Dr. Tuppee—It was quite right to enforce
the law.
Mr. Blanchard—It did not happen to he

legal then, and I venture to doubt whether it

ever will he enforced
;
but enact this law, legal-

izing the whoje of these proceedings, and you
put these men in the position of resisting the
officers of the law in the discharge of their
duties. I assure the government that I do
not make these remarks in any factious spirit,
but because I really feel that if this hill is

passed, the grossest injustice will be done in

many instances; and even if it has only in a
few cases, I contend that this House has no
right to perpetrate an act of injustice upon
fifty people in order that justice may be don e
to five hundred. It is not necessary to occupy
further time at present, but I do hope that the
House will pause before they pass an act so
obnoxious in its character, and so erroneous
in principle, as that now under discussion.
Hon. Atty. Genl. said the objections of the

hon. member for Inverness did not touch the
principle of the bill, and could be removed by
the introduction of a few words. The bill was
only intended to apply to cases where schools
had been called into operation. These were
matters of detail, however, which could be
easily arranged in committee.
Hon. Prov. Sec.: If ever there was a ques-

tion in reference to which the Government had
a right to demand the assistance of the House,
it is the one now before us. The House, last
winter, was called upon to deal with one of the
most difficult subjects that ever came before it

for its consideration, namely, the education of
the country. The measure obtained the ample
consideration of this Legislature—it was alter-
ed and matured bv the joint action ofmembers
on both sides. I think, therefore, that the
House must feel that this is an occasion in
which the Government have a j ight to demand
the assistance of the Legislature for the pur-
pose of meeting the difficulties which have ari-
sen. The question before you may be embraced
in two sections—the one refers to the past, and
the other to the future. The House will appre-
ciate the character of what is proposed, by re-
garding the matter in these two lights. In the
first instance, when this bill that was passed
at the last session came to be put into opera-
tion, difficulties that were not foreseen came to
he encountered. It was not strange, however,
that difficulties should arise in the inception of
a measure which was new to the people. The
Government, as the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, took upon themselves the grave responsi-
bility—not for the purpose of subserving any
purpose of the Government, but of promoting
the educational facilities of the people—of
issuing a notice which I now hold in my
hand, and it is in consequence of that no-
tice that we now come forward to ask
the house to pass the present bill legal-
izing .the past. (The hon. gentleman here
read the notice which was published many
Aveeks ago in all the newspapers of the city.
He then continued :)—Now I ask whether the
government were warranted in giving that
notice to the country. There is nothing at-
tempted to be done that could ha\re the result
of effecting anything that the people under the
law ought not to do. The people bad met to-
gether and it was discovered, when they sup-
posed that everything had been regular, that
they had adopted assessment in a regular man-
ner—that the chairman belonged to another
section, and that that simple technical irregu-
laiity rendered all the proceedings invalid.
Therefore, in a section which desires to have a
school, a difficulty of this petty character pre-
vented them having the means of educating
their children. Let me ask you, if that is not
a case where the government are justified in
acting as'they are doing—coming forward and
asking the house to carry out the intention and
object of the law. Nothing strange is asked.
How often do we see the legislature approach-
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ed with the view of legalizing some proceed-
ings of a court of sessions, or other body, into
which some irregularity has crept? The
leader of the opposition himself has asked
this house to render the acts of his go-
vernment legal when it was found that
owing to some inadvertence a series of con-
tracts connected with a pnblic department
would have got into confusion and difficulty, and
the house did not refuse him. Therefore I say,
there was nothing novel in the course we pro-
pose; but I ask was there ever a case in which
the government could more confidently ask
the assistance, of the legislature of the country
than in the present one. A bill of a most deli-

cate and important character passed, this

house, and difficulties arose in connection
with its working—the people having had no

i experience of its merits, and all that is now
asked is, that you should make the irregulari-

ties that have occurred legal, and enable the
inhabitants of this province to obtain those
educational facilities to which they are enti-

tled. What may be done in the future is ano-
ther question. The main point is the one on
which I have touched, and that is, the support
of this legislature (o the government of the
day in carrying out that which they have
pledged themselves to the country to do. I
am loth to believe that any influence or any
feeling could be brought to bear upon any
number of gentlemen in this house, so as to
prevent them giving their support to a govern-
ment who are looking only with a single eye
to the public interests. If there is a gentleman
disposed to thwart the action of the govern-
ment under such circumstances, I do not envy
him the position ho occupies before the people
of this country, who are so deeply interested
in the settlement of this question. As to the’
future, that is another matter. If the house
wishes to keep the country to the strict letter

of the law, although in many instan; es they do
not understand sufficiently its provisions to
avail themselves of them, it is open to them to
do so. But I think it would he very unwise for
the house to pursue such a course. I think it

is as right for the people to hold meetings in
May as in October. The fundamental principle
of this bill is the redemption of the pledge of
the government to the people that they would
ask the legislature to assist them in obtaining
schools for the children of the country. The
leader of the Opposition says that the hill

ought not 1o he in operation now—that we
have proved it so because we have laid on the
table an amendment of the act. Whatever
may he the feelings of gentlemen in relation to
the future policy of this house, it has nothing to
do with the present bill. A gentleman may be
opposed to the- principle of assessment altoge-
ther—he may believe that it is an unwise sys-
tem, and yet I call upon him to give his sup-
port to the government in legalizing the steps
that have been taken to carry out the law. I
take issue with the hon. member for Colches-
ter as to the point he raised. I will ask him
when we passed the law last session, why did
we allow the old statute, which was condemn-
ed by an overwhelming major ity of the hous6
as unsuited to tie requirements of the country,
to be continued for six months? We did so
because we believed it was impossible to bring
the new law into operation at once, and that it

was necessary to keep the existing statute
until such time as we thought the people were

prepared for the former measure. We believe
that the new bill is an improvement on that of
last session; but that is not saying that the
latter is itself radically defective. We believe
that no attempt should be made to carry out
the alterations suddenly, hut that the people
should be quietly and gradually indoctrinated
in its provisions. The hon. gentleman cannot
suggest to the House any means by which we
can suddenly give effect to a new law. All
over this Province there have been engage-
ments made for twelve months. The lion

.

member lias brought up some cases that are
more intimately connected with the new act

—

the inequalities of the sectional assessment.
He tells us that a person has been assessed for

$1500; but that must be a case of a person of
enormous wealth, in a section where a spirited
community are determined to have a most ex-
pensive institution in connection with educa-
tion. The hon. gentleman also tells us of an-
other case of a gentleman*. who has been
assessed £47 ;

and that also must have arisen
in connection with the erection of a school
building of a superior kind.
Mr. McLelan: It is in connection with a

school fund simply. The gentleman in ques-
tion is Mr. Robert Forman.
Mr. Archibald: He is not liable now, and

you are going to make him- liable.

Hon. Peg. Sec.—Why is he not liable? It

is in consequence of some technical difficulty,

but the assessment has grown legitimately out
of' the operation of the law. If a gentleman
happens to have so large an amount of pro-
perty as would reach to that amount, he ought
to be liable; although I am induced to think
that in the present case there must be some
mistake somewhere. I cannot believe that
any person could be assessed for a school at
the Acadia Mines such an amount as £47,
apart from the property of the Mines. If such
a case has occurred it must have arisen from
the fact that parties who live in that district

have adopted a very expensive system of
school Bu", any inequality that has arisen in

connection with sectional assessment will be
removed by the new act. The house delibe-
rately sanctioned the law on the statute book
and gave it to the country as the best means
they could provide for the education of the
country, and therefore it is but right that we
should give facilities for carrying it out, for the
next six months at least. The lion, member
for Inverness spoke of some sections where a
majority was not present at the meeting. The
hon. member knows that the notices were re-

quired to be issued by the inspectors The in-

spector in the county .o which he refers is a
very efficient officer, and great pains must
have been taken to give these notices as much
publicity as possible. I am aware, however,
that there are a great many cases where a
large bo ly of the people would not attend the
school meeting, and subsequently complained
of the action of those -who were present. Par-
ties having acted under the law have a right
to have their action carried out fully and faith-

fully. There are other instances in which they
thought they could tax the whole property in

the district, hut this shows they had not the in-

tormation which they ought to have bad. In
fhe case of the mines to which be refers, par-
ties say they do not belong to the country and
therefore should not contribute to the schools.
The hon. member says the legislature have no
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right to press unfairly upon one man for the
benefit of the many.
Mr. Blanchard.—

B

y an ex postfacto law.
Hon. Pro. Sec.—This is not an ex post facto

law. It is only intended to pass a- bill which
will give legal sanction to the acts of the peo-
ple under the law of the land. If the hon.
member takes the ground I have stated he
strikes down a fundamental principle of legis-
lation. But when the main bill comes up, then
will be the proper time to argue the question
of education in full. The simple question here
is, whether the house will give their assistance
to the people of this country in carrying on
education by means of the law now on the
statute book for the next six mouths.
Mr. Stewart Campbell—I am excee-

dingly sorry that the G-overnment did not ac-
eejrt the suggestion offered the other day, and
consider the main bill first. There are two prin-
ciples involved in this bill—one of a prospect-
ive, and the other of a retrospective character.
In adopting the prospective character of the
bill, the house at the same time is called up-
on to sanction the principle of the main bill.—
No person could accept the first part of the bill
under discussion without agreeing to the prin-
ciple of assessment. It is true that that princi-
ple was approved of by a majority of the last
house, but I have reason to doubt whether the
same verdict of approval would he given now.
I think the evidence is inconfeestible that the
mind of the country is changed upon this
point. We have proof of it in every quarter.

—

Where in many districts there were formerly
a large number of schools, the number has
dwindled down to mere units. I take it there-
fore, that the sense ofthe peoplehas undergone
a change, and if the. house adopt the principle
of assessment they will be going adverse to the
wishes of the country. When the Provincial
Secretary the other day was alluding to the
principle of the main bill, he stated that but
few petitions had been presented against asses-
ment. I can account for that very readily.

—

When the government published to the coun-
try that the measure would be reconstructed

—

the people took it for granted that the principle
of the bill would receive some modification, and
therefore there was no need for. them to peti-
tion.

Hon, Prov. Sec.—

T

here was nothing of the
kind contained in the notice.
Mr. 8 . Campbell.—Any one would natural-

ly infer from the notice that the principle of
the bill was to be materially changed. That
accounts for the absence of petitions against
it. There was another reason—the govern-
ment were not supposed to have their eyes
more blinded than their neighbors, or their
ears more deaf to what was said on every side.
It was natural then that people should imagine
that the government were not ignorant of the
universal condemnation the bill was receiving
from every quarter. I repeat my opinion that
it would have been infinitely bettor to have
settled the main bill first, for the principle of
assessment being incorporated into this mea-
sure I am called upon to perpetuate a principle
to which I believe the great body of the peo-
ple are hostile. It is said the bill will enable
the people to obtain schools where there are
none now; hut what security have you that
they will accept it? Under the old bill the
same authority was given, but they did not
choose to avail themselves of it—and so the

same thing might happen again. There are
other obnoxious features in this bill—the com-
position of the council of public instruction,
for instance, is most objectionable in the eyes
of the people, and I think will not find much
favor here. The hon. Pro. Sec. says the bill is
not an expostfacto one. I don’t know whether
he is serious or not, but I will refer him to his
hon. colleague (the Att. Gen.) for a definition of
that term, and I think he will tell him that
that is ex post facto which justifies as law that
which at present is not the law. I have no
doubt that many inconveniences have resulted
from the present school act, and that in some
instances injustice will be done to contractor
unless their contracts are amended in sone
shape, but I don’t think this bill is calculated
to afford them relief. It is true, as I before re-
marked, that last session I gave my assent to
the principle of assessment, hut I did not go
as far as some hon. gentlemen did. I think,
however, I am bound to pay some respect to
the opinions of the people,^and not persist in
upholding a principle I have good reason to be-
lieve is distasteful to them. In the neighbor-
ing Province we have an example of the folly
of going against public opinion, and here, al-
though the government have committed them-
selves to a measure of great importance, I
hardly think they will venture to carry it out
after the inkling they have got of the views of
the people upon it. If they respect the views
of the people in that case why not in this. I,

at all events, am not disposed to run my head
against the wall and to sanction what I con-
sider a large body of my constituents are op-
posed to, and I think the government should
pause before they attempt to perpetuate a
principle so distasteful to the country at large.
Hon. Attorney General—I must con-

gratulate the hon. gentleman upon the spi-
rit in which he has approached the subject. No
person can object to the style or manner of his
address, although I shall have to differ with
him as to his arguments. Nor can I agree
with him in his opinion that this is an ex post
facto law. An ex p>ost facto law is one made
to create new rights that had no previous exis-
tence, and new liabilities never contemplated
either by the legislature or the acts of the indi-
vidual concerned. That is not this case. This
case is analagous to that of legalizing the as-
sessment rolls of counties—a thing that is doi ©
every day, where the proceedings of grand ju-
ries have been irregular—and that has been
done too in cases where verdicts have been gi-

ven and private rights disposed of. In the one
case the object was to carry out the intention
of the sessions. Here it was to give effect to
the policy of tho Legislature in cases where ir-

regularities had occurred. The objection raised
by the member for Guysboro—that the assess-
ment principle would not now he approved <.

f

—does not apply to the! case. The point is, th? t
the Legislature having decided upon the pol -

cy, the country is bound to abide by it, when-
ever the majority have adopted it. It was not
forced upon the people, but was left open for
them to adopt it or not.

I differ entirely from the view of the hon.
member for Guysboro, that the notice given
by the Government conveyed the idea that the
principle ofthe bill would be modified. On the
contrary, no other conclusion could be drawn
from it but that the Government intended to
uphold the principle. As to the statement that
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the measure is so unpopular, I can only say
that I judge of that by the results. In some
sections it has not been adopted, not because
the majority were opposed to it, but because
they were frightened with the idea that the
law could not be carried out. The returns
show that, even with all the difficulties it had
to contend with, there were nearly as many
children going to school as in 1863 under the old
act—so that it cannot have been so unpopular
after all.

Mr. Archibald — I am very much as-

tonished at the definition given by the hon.
Atty. Gen. of an ex post facto law. It is oue of
the first principles that lies at the root of all

legal education, that all laws should have a
prospective and not a retrospective application.
And what, may I ask, does this law do? Does
it not subject individuals to liabilities to which
they were not subject before, and create rights

that had no previous existence? What differ-

ence is there in principle between it and im-
posing duties upon goods already in th§ mar-
ket, which did not "exist at the time of their
importation? None that I can see, and surely
the Atty. Gen. would not deny that would
be an ex post facto law. I undertake to say
that any act, the effect of which is to make
that law, which is not law at the time of its

passage, is ex postfacto in its relation, and in-

volves a doctrine which has been scouted from
the earliest times. Every one is familiar with
the celebrated definition of Cicero, who, in
speaking of such laws, said they were contrary
to natural justice, unsound in principle, and
pernicious in their effects. All laws should be
prospective in their application—not retrospec-
tive. The effect of this law was to enforce ob-
ligations which did not now exist, and to legis-

late money from the pockets of one into those
of another, which was inconsistent with the

f
rinciples of natural justice. But it was urged
hat the object of the law was only to remove

technical objections. Every one remembers
the celebrated case tried not long since in the
city of Halifax, where a party was acquitted
Of "the crime of murder on the grouud of a
technical objection—just because a little bit of
brass had not been passed over the seal of
warrant. This appeared a trivial matter, yet
in the opinion of the judges it reduced the
Crime from murder to manslaughter. And
yet they might, just upon the same grounds in

that case, have asked the legislature to pass
an ex post facto law to remedy the informality,
as in this ease. The hon. lJro. Sec. said that
the case I gave him in my previous remarks
was an exceptional one. I can give him oue of
a person who was assessed for a third of £500
who did not reside in the district at all

;
but it

so happened that the people abandoned their

own assessment, otherwise the law would
make him pay.
Dr. Tupper denied that it would apply to a

case like that.

Mr. Archibald.—Certainly it would, and I

would give him cases by the thousand. If the
old law contained irregularities so great as to
induce the Government to take notice of them,
—if the sectional system bore so udjustly and
unequally upon the people, why not remedy
the evils as far as possible by the bill they
were introducing. Surely a fair and equit-
able system might be devised without resort-
ing to the dangerous and un-English system of
$x postfacto legislation. When the government

gave notice to the country that they co ild go
on in violation of tue law of the land, and
pledged themselves that when the Legislature
met, the House would be called upon to legal-
ize their proceedings, I cannot help thinking
they assumed a position that no government
should occupy, and it is but an apt illustration
of the warning I gave of the danger of associa-
ting the subject of education with the politics
of the country. If the- Government had not
been identified with the Council of Instruction,
they would not have taken that position. A
thousand times better woffld it have been to
have let the law stand as it was until the
house met than to tell the country no matter
What violation of law was committed, it would
be all sanctioned when the legislature met.

—

This, as I have said, was taking a position that
no Government ought to occupjr, and I dery
the Hon. Prov. Secy, to produce a parallel in-

stance in the whole civilized world. If the
Council of Instruction had been composed of
persons totally disconnected from tlie politics
of the country, this extraordinary spectacle
would not have been presented. Solar from
thinking that the Government were right in
giving this uotice of their intention to legalize
what had been done, 1 think they should have
contented themselves with expressing their re-
gret that difficulties had arisen, aud should
have informed the people that however great
the inconveniences might be, they would
have to wait until the legislature met,
when their grievances would be dealt
with in the only constitutional manner.
That would have been the proper course to
have pursued, and l'do not think the govern-
ment are warranted in calling upon the house
to justify their illegal acts. The hon. Pro. Sec.
urges, as an example, that last year when we
passed the present school act, we left the old
law in force for a certain time; but he forgets
that nobody was injured by that course

—

no
new responsibilities were created—and no per-
son was called upon to discharge liabilities lie

never incurred. There was, therefore, no pa-
rallel between the two cases. I am at a loss
to kuowr what is to prevent the equitable prin-
ciple of the new bill from being embodied in
this and coming into immediate operation. I
shall not weary the house at any greater
length. I make these objections in no hostile
spirit to the mam principle of the bill but
from an honest conviction that I am right. So
strong was the repugnance to the principle of
ex post facto legislation felt by the great
men who framed the constitution of the United
States that they felt it necessary to express in
the written constitution of that country that
none such could be enacted—so that if any-
thing like t.his were attempted in Massachu-
setts or New York, it would be contrary to the
declared policy of the country. Is it right
then I ask to violate this principle when no
great public necessity exists? I beg the govern-
ment to pause then and consider whether the
remedy they desire cannot be accomplished in
no ocher way. A large number of the mem-
bers of the house have no objection to the prin-
ciple of the bill—and in that respect I differ
from the hon. member for Guysborough, who
says that be has changed his mind, I have not
experienced any change in my opinion. I am
satisfied that a sound system of assessment,
based upon the county principle, and regulated
by the experience of the past year, will com-
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mend itself to the judgment of the people.
But I must strongly oppose this attempt to le-

gislate in defiance of constitutional principles,

and of those rules of legislation which have
their origin in natural justice and reason
Then this debate was adjourned, and the

house adjourned until the next day at 3 o’clock.

Tuesday, March 14.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

Hon. Prov. Sec., laid on the table the report
of the Commissioner of Mines.

THIRD READINGS.
The following bills were read a third time:

—

To enable the city of Halifax to borrow money
to pay off the debt op the Market House

;
To

authorize the sale of parsonage lot and School
v House at North West, Lunenburg; To incor-

jxorate the Mire Bay Harbour Company; To
incorporate the Sydney and Bras d’Or Steam-
boat Company; To incorporate the new Glas-
gow Marine Insurance Company.

ACTS OF INCORPORATION-
Mr. Pryor introduced a bill to incorporate

the Cambridge Coal Mining -Company, which
was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Shannon introduced an act to in-

corporate the Cape'Breton Mining Company,
Port Hood, Inverness.

ASSESSMENT.
Mr. Bourinot introduced a bill to amend

Chap. 45 R. S., and in doing so he stated that

in the county of Cape Breton properties which
were of enorin >us value were estimated on the
assessment roll at a very small amount. For
example, mines that were worth from $500, to

$600,000 were put down at $7000 only. There-
fore a large proportion of the rates, it was
quite obvious, had to be borne by the mass of

the people of the county. The object of the
bill was to give the clerk of the peace the
power of calling the sessions together for the
purpose of taking the matter into consideration,
and remedying it.

LICENSES IN HALIFAX.
Mr. Tobin presented a petition of the grocers

in the city of Halifax, and stated that it ap-
peared that a law is to go into operation on
the 15th of this month, separating the sale of
spirituous liquors by retail from that of gro-
ceries. The grocers complain that due notice
was not to be given, and ask the House to take
the matter into their favorable consideration.
Mr. Blanchard stated that last session the

Council sent up a bill in which the sale of
liquors was restricted. He regretted to see it

stated in the petition that the persons affected
had had no opportunity of defending their in-
terests. The fact was, that a number of them
appeared before the Committee on City Bills,
and many gentlemen present would doubtless
remember a very eloquent appeal that was
made by one party engaged in this traffic.

The committee reported up the bill as it then
existed. Some discussion took place in the
house, and the hon. Atty. Genl. suggested that
the matter be referred to the City Council, and
that, they be allowed to make such restrictions
as they might think proper. It was according-
ly sent back to the Council to do as they might
think proper, and they adopted such measures
as they thought advisable. He did not think
that the house should interfere between the
City Council and their constituents.

On motion of Mr. Tobin the petition was re-

ferred to the committee on city bills.

RIVER FISHERIES.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table, in answer

to the hon. member for Richmond (Mr. LeVes-
conte), letters from the Custos of Halifax and
of Hants, stating that Inspectors of River
Fisheries had been appointed in both these
counties.

petition.
Mr. Archibald presented a petition from

Truro against the present school law.
incorporation of cos.

Hon. Mr. Shannon, chairman of committee
of private bills, reported up the bill to incor-
porate the Commercial Bank of Windsor, and
the bill to incorporate the Central Mining
Company.

petition for a road.
Mr. Hill presented a petition from E. Hau

sen praying fora special grant for a road, and,
in doing so, stated that the petitioner was an
enterprising man, and had established a saw
mill at the locality. He had 100 men at work
and 6 horse’s.

Hon. Prov. Sec. did not know of any par-
ties who came before the government or legis-

lature under more favorable circumstances
than the petitioner. He was a partner of the
gentleman who was present on the previous
day writh the mass of gold that attracted so
much attention. They were engaged in deve-
loping the gold mines of this province in a most
successful manner, and were disposed to apply
the wealth so acquired in the development of
other material resources of the province. Any
person travelling to/Windsor might see a very
large establishment which is being carried on
with great enterprise in connection with lum-
ber by the petitioner. He (Dr. T.) had no
doubt that the government and legislature
would view the application favorably.
Mr. S. Campbell said if ever there was a

private speculation introduced for the purpose
of obtaining a grant from the government it

was the one before the house.
Mr. Hill explained that the road asked for

would be a great boon to the people in the
neighborhood, as it would afford them much
easier means of access to the railway than they
now possessed.
Mr. Colin Campbell thought it a very

strange thing for the leader of the government
to advocate a claim for money when others
had to go the proper channel and take their
chance.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that he was con-

fident that he could say, with the approval of
the house, that they as well as the government
wmuld be always disposed to look with the
greatest favor and consideration upon the
claims of any parties wdio were engag d in
developing the resources of the province. Last
session the government showed their desire to
do everything that was in their power in the
way of improving the communications with
the gold mines. He would undertake to pre-
dict for the future that parties belonging to
any county who came before the house with a
just claim for aid in carrying on a great public
enterprise connected with the development of
the resources of the province would always
receive the most favorable consideration.
Mr. Bourinot said he was glad to hoar the

Provincial Secretary express such views, that
it was the duty of every government to use
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every effort to improve the means of commu-
nication to the mines, hoth of gold and coal, in

this country. Every one knew that our coal
mines contributed largely to the revenue, and
it was but right, that, every means of commu-
nication should be afforded to the parties en-
gaged in these enterprises. Last year he was
proud to say that they had in Cape Breton a
special grant for the opening up new roads to

their new mines, and he trusted that this year
much larger means would be afforded for the
same purpose. There was now upwards of
twenty mines ready for work in that county,
some of which could not he reached by even a
bridle path, and lie was quite sure that when
the government had cognizance of these facts

they would take them into their most serious
consideration.

THE TALLAHASSEE.
Hon. Peg. Sec. laid on the table the report

of the Chief Commissioner of Mines for 1#U;
also copies of. correspondence bet veen the
Lieutenant-Governor, Vice-Admiral Hope, the
American Consul, the Provincial Secretary,
and the Right Houorable Edward Cardwell,
upon the subject of the visit to this port of the
Confederate cruiser Tallahassee. The British
government cordially endorsed and approved
of the proceedings taken by Sir Richard
Graves McDonnell, m respect to this delicate
matter.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Mr. Archibald presented a petition from

a number of miners relative to the law of
patents.
Mr. Tobin referred to the committee on

humane institutions the petition of Mrs. Sulli-

van, who considers that her daughter, now in
the asylum is not really insane, and that her
husband is mainly the cause of her detention.
Dr. DeWolfe, to whom the paper had been
submitted, stated that the woman- was entirely
unfit to he set at large. Mr. Tobin wished the
committee to euquire into the matter, for the
purpose of satisfying the petitioner who was
very troublesome.
Mr. Archibald made an enquiry of the

government relative to a right of search, tut
as he spoke inaudibly the purport was not
caught.
Mr. Longley presented a petition from the

inhabitants of Handley’s Mountain praying
for an alteration in a post ride.

ASYLUM FOR INEBRIATES.
Mr. Longley presented a petition from the

Grand Division of Sons of Temperance for the
establishment of an asylum for the reforma-
tion of inebriates; also a bill in accordance
with the prayer thereof. Mr. Longley said

that he did so in deference to the opinions of
several respectable persons in Halifax, and he
would move that it be referred to a special

committee with a view to enable those gen-
tlemen to appear before it and explain their

views.
Mr. Archibald said that the non. gentle-

man had better explain the general features of
this bill.

Mr. Longley said the principle of the bill

was to tax the Rumseller for the support of
those unfortunates who had been brought to

that state by his means, hut as it would be
difficult to get at them in the first instance,

the Legislature would have to be applied to

for aid. He had scarcely had time to examine
the MU, and he might say that it did not ex-

actly accord with his views. In his opinion
nothing but entire prohibition would do.
Mr. LeVesconte said it was the habit of

some persons to be constantly referring to
those engaged in the importation and sale of
intoxicating liquors, as a class that ought to be
crushed. Now, he considered that as long as
the house maintained the policy of deriving a
large amount of Revenue from this service,
they should not look down upon those enga-
ged in a legitimate traffic, and therefore he
could not see why they should be taxed for
this object any more than^ anybody else. It
would appear to be the wish of the member
for Annapolis to shut these men out from the
pale of society altogether.
Mr. Longley had no wish to say a word

offensive to a class of persons, many of whom
were highly respectable

;
but, he would ask,

if through the operation of this business men
are ruined, and become nuisances to society,
what persons could be more legitimately tax-
ed for their maintenance than those who con-
tribute to make them so? He had no hesita-
tion in saying that all those engaged in the
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors
were doing a great harm to society, no
matter how high their character or position
might be. He would like to have this bill re-
ferred to a select committee, so that those more
immediately interested in it might have an
opportunity of shewing the necessity for it.

Hon. Atty. Genl. said the attempt had
been made by the imposition of high duties to
restraiu the importation of intoxicating liquors
into the country, but it had failed. He was
ready to go with any gentleman to prevent
the undue use of them, and if this bill was
calculated to improve the condition of the un-
fortunate class to whom it had reference, he
would be inclined to give it his assistance. He
did not think the Province was in a position
to erect a separate Asylum, but as it was the
intention to enlarge the Luuatic Asylum, there
might be a separate ward set apart for these
unfortunates who, no doubt, required the same
treatment as other Lunatics.
Mr. Miller was happy to hear the remarks

of the Atty. Genl. He thought an Institution of
this kind wa« quite indispensable, it would
not be a novelty either, for they were in suc-
cessful operation in the United States. There
was no doubt, that there were a large number
of persons in this country—(one or two serious
cases had come under his own observation.)
who required to he treated in an establishment
such as that contemplated in the hill, and he
hoped the subject would receive the favourable
consideration of the house.
Mr. Tobin stated that an establishment of

this kind had been opened in the State of New
York about five years ago, he could not say
with what success, or how it was supported

;

but he thought it would be well for the com-
mittee to whom the bill would be referred to
put themselves in communication with the
managers of that institution, and he had no
doubt they would obtain useful information.
He well remembered the occasion when thnt
establishment was opened, when the late Ed-
ward Everett delivered one of the most elo-
quent addresses he had ever heard. He did
not know how the idea of the lion, member
for Annapolis, to tax those who deal in the
article would work; he rather thought that if

they did, it would be found that the consumers
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after all would be the ones who would have to
pay. He for one would rejoice if anything
could be done for this unfortunate class who
were incapable of taking care of themselves
or their property; and if this bill afforded a
feasible mode of accomplishing that object, it

deserved the consideration of the house.
Mr. Archibald reported favorably on the

petition of George Turner relative to compen-
sation in connection with a road from New
Ross, Coun'y of Lunenburg. The Committee
recommend that he be indemnified out of the
road funds of the County of Lunenburg.
Hon. Atty. Gek’l. laid on the table an es-

timate of the Militia service for the year end-
ing September 30th, 1805, the amount being
about $80,000.

THE SCHOOL LAW.
Hoy. Atty. Gen’l., on moving the ad-

journed debate, said: As the Leader of the
Opposition made some remarks last night
which I had no opportunity of answering, I
now think it necessary to say a few words.
He appears to have misunderstood what I said
concerning an ex ppst facto law. I did not say
that it would not have in any respect a retros-
pective operation. I referred to cases of legis-

lation that have taken place here for half a
century back in this house, and stated that
this bill was no more ex postfacto than the most
of them The lion, gentleman based his chief
objection to the clause upon the ground that it

raised liabilities where none such existed. He
will recollect this louse imposed the liabilities

by the legislation of last year. The moment a
majority of a school section decided to support
a school by assessment, the liabilities of the
party for a proportion of that assessment was
made. Therefore he was, under the law,
provided the school kept for the year,
bound to pay bis share. The clause applies to
sections where the schools have been estab-
lished, and all the benefits contemplated by
the law have been enjoyed. If therefore an in-

dividual receives value forwhat he is-assessed,
it is but tight he should pay for it. Therefore
there is uo injustice in the case to which
the lion, member refers. It was the law of the
land, hut it failed to he carried out because of
some 'technical objection that the party raised.
Now we all know that technical objections
are not encouraged in courts of law or iu legis-

latures and when mere technical objections in-

terfere with the carrying out of the provisions of
the law, it is the duty of the Legislature to re-

move that difficulty. If the law was changed,
so that a man who was called upon to pay £2
under the act, had to pay £5, it would he a
breach of faith. If vou changed the law, that
would he ex post facto legislation. I have not
had time to look into the principles of the
American constitution to which the lion, gen-
tleman referred, but if my memory serves me
right there is nothing iu the United States sys-
tem by which any local legislature would be
prevented from passing an act like this. I be-
lieve it goes so far, that you cannot make a
man by an ex post facto law guilty of a crime
that he would not be otherwise guilty of. If
the legislation that is now asked for takes
place, it will be hut carryiug out the law. I
consider that in legalizing the acts to which I
have referred you don’t do more than justice
to all the interests concerned.
Mr. Archibald—The hon. member says

that the house last year imposed the liability,

but does be not see that it was imposed upon
certain conditions. Suppose that half a dozen
rate-payers of a district met together and
agreed to assess tlie whole section, and that
the rest of the people knew nothing - about it.

Could the hon. gentleman say that a liability
of that kind was a just one? If he is willing
to say that he exempts from the operation of
this act all those cases where sufficient notice
was not given, I will go with him. But the
operation of this act is to take away substan-
tial and legal objections. You will find many
cases where the wishes of the people were
against adopting the principle of assessment
altogether. If the Inspector has called a meet-
ing, of which he has given due notice, you do
not require this legalizing act at all, but your
object is in reference to cases where the notice
has not been given—where the people have
not been properly informed—where the meet-
ing has been held surreptitiously, or iu such a
way as not to be legal. Now, -if parties have
not been assessed legally, you are making
them liable. If the Attorney General would
alter the bill so far as to say that where the
Inspectors have given due notice—where the
people knew the meeting was to he held

—

where a majority have united on assessment,
then no one could complain. I consider that
it is as unsound to apply an ex post facto law
in reference to property as to cases of crime. If
the house choose to pass a bill to baud' over
the property on the one side to those on the
other, it is within the jurisdiction of Parlia-
ment, but it would be un cons titu tionaPand a
gross violation of the rights of individuals.
The same remark applies to cases where you
impose a liability where none really exists.
If the law lias goue into operation In some
quarters legally, it should be carried out. It
is the law of the land, and persons who may
be subject to the greatest impositions cannot
have any remedy, but where by good fortune
they are exempt, is it right for the Legislature
to step in and say, it will enforce a wrong
which it had not the foresight to guard against?
I consider that the principle which lies at the
foundation of this bill is subversive of all the
rights of property.
Hon. Atty. Gey.—The more I listen to the

debate on this bill, the more convinced am 1
that the objections which are urged should be
properly made in committee, and that there
should be no opposition to the second reading.
I cannot understand hovv the hon member can
uphold the principle that when a man obtains
all the benefits the law intended he should
have, he should be exempt through some little

mistake or irregularity. Does not he know
that his government came in and declared the
city of Halifax liable for the $100,000 and a
large sum for interest besides, though the
question was iu litigation? Was not that
ex post facto legislation in fact? It was placing
the legislature iu the position of a court of
law, and doing away with the objection that
the city might urge to the payment of the
moneys It was going a great deal further than
is now attempted under the present hill.

There are cases where every man iu the dis-
trict knew of the meeting, where they agreed
to assessment unanimously, and saiu after-
wards that the proceedings were not regular

—

that the proper number of days’ notice had
not been given—that tlie notices bad not been
properly circulated. Should not the legisla-
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ture interfere in such cases, and make these
parties incur the liabilities. In other cases
exception was taken because the chairman
was not on the rate roll. If the words are not
sufficiently definite in the bill, I have no ob-
jection to altering them. I am quite ready to
restrict its operations to the cases where the
schools have been in operation under the act
of last year, and the sections Lave received all

the benefits which it was intended they should
have.
Mr. S. Campbell—The mistake which the

hon. member makes is at starting. His pre-
mises are wrong, and his conclusions, there-
fore, must be incorrect also. He tells us that
the education act imposed liabilities upon
parties, and that the present bill is only in-

tended to enforce them. I differ from him
totally. The act only imposed liabilities sub
modo, and that is the distinction which he
has lost sight of altogether. There were no
liabilities, l contend, if the requisites of the
law were not complied with. For instance, I
kuow a case where, one of the trustees ap-
pointed was not a rate-payer in the district,

The hon. member has assumed liabilities to
exist which do not in fact. He tells us that
technical objections do not prevail in a
court of law. These requisites were embodied
in the law. The Legislature considered that
there was something substantial in them, or
they^would not have placed them in the law.
When these requisites have not been fulfilled

the Legislature would say that the parties
who availed themselves of the fact did not
shelter themselves under a technical but under
a substantial objection. Again, if you make
a man pay one pound when he is not by law
liable for one penny, is not that ex

\

s
post facto

legislation ? The hon. member 'shakes his
head, but I wish he would shake something
out of it. If there are nothing in these objec-
tions—if they are only technical ai d not
substantial, what is the meaning of this lega-
lizing act? What is the necessity for if?

These are objections which courts of law
will take notice of, and we will not live much
longer without finding that we do not know
all we ought to know upon that subject.
Mr. Archibald—With regard to the law

respecting the city of Halifax, I may tell the
hon. member that it bears no analogy to the
present bill. We did not make a debt, but
simply declared the mode in which one that
existed should be carried out. But this is not
the case before us. The moment the A ttorney
General will show me that this is a liability

imposed by law, I am ready to give him a re-

medy.
Hon. Atty. Genl.-If I can shake some-

thing into the heads of gentlemen opposite, I
will have done some good in rising so often.
The hon. member for Colchester says that this
bill bears no resemblance to that relating to
the city of Halifax which I referred, to. He
says it only required the recovery/of a liability.

That is all we are doing. I hold that the mo-
ment the meeting of the inhabitant^ of any
section took place, and assessment was adopt-
ed, the liability was imposed upon every man
within the limits of the section to pay his proper
proportion for the support of the school. The
city of Halifax took certain objections to pay-
ing the liability—that the Railway was not
carried out as was first contemplated—and
the House stepped in and said that the city was

legally responsible, and fixed the amount they
were to pay. The hon. member cannot deny
that was going very much further than we
wish to do. Does anybody pretend that the
assessment in any case was wrong, and that
any man was called upon to pay wliat he was
not liable to under the law? No such charge
has been made. If the gentleman referred to
by the hon. member for Colchester could say
he was assessed in disproportion to what he
ought to pay, he would have a case for appeal
to the proper quarter. All that we wish to do
is to carry out the law, and protect public
officers who have endeavored to discharge
their duties faithfully.

Mr. McDonnell said—It will be remember-
ed by the hon. gentleman that when the very
clause of the school act of last winter which
has caused this debate was being discussed,
I gave it my most strenuous opposition. How-
ever the law was 'passed and was imposed
upon the country. In dealing, therefore, with
the subject at present, we must do so as we
find it before us, and in that manner which to

us may seem best calculated to effect the
greatest amount of public ^?ood, and thus set
the difficulties now existing in many of our
school sections at rest. In approaching the
subject I consider that I possess a consider-
able advantage over the hon. leader of the
opposition, who, when the bill was introduced
into the house last winter, went further in

support of the principle of assessment th iu

any other gentleman, and made use of the ex-
pression that his greatest fault with the act
was that it did not go far enough, but should
have firmly established the system of assess-
ment by ieaving no alternative. Now, sir, a
great deal of unnecessary debate has taken
place as to what is the meauing of an ex post

facto law? to which it is said the present bill

amounts. I have no doubt but every gentle-
man around these benches, professional and
lay, fully understand the operation of such a
law. As to the present bill, I must admit, and
as a lawyer, that as part of it has a retros-

pective effect, it will have an ex post facto
operation. It is, however, admitted that there
is such a species of legislation in all countries
having civilized governments—and in the laws
of this country we are not wanting in instances
of this mode of legislation employed under
certain peculiar and special circumstances.
The question as it presents itself to the house
is—are the circumstances of the present case
such as to warrant our adoption of this

course. Let me review the subject. At
the last session of the Legislature an act
was passed establishing an ^educational sys-
tem iu this province. The intention and
spirit of this law was plain and ob nous to

every body, but in the wording of the act it

was found that there were slight and techni-
cal defects—but none sufficient to mislead any
person in its interpretation of it. Now, sir, I

admit that the bill before the hou ce has an ex
post facto operation as far the the technicalities

of the act of last session are concerned, but as
to the spirit, real and plain iutention of this

act it has not. We find two classes of persons
will be affected by the passage of this act

—

those who were subjected to certain duties and
liabilities by proceedings taken under the lav/

of last winter before the publication of the
notices issued by the of council public in-

struction; who maintained that there were
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defects in the language of the act, and.

therefore evaded its obligations, and set

at naught the enactment of this Legislature,

while well knowing its purposes and in-

tention. A second class are those who re-

sided in school sections in which no proceed-
ings were taken under the act before 25th of
October, but in pursuance of the notice of the

council referred to afterwards were subject-

ed to the provisions of the act. Now, sir,

let me ask the lion, gentleman whether
those persons who, while knowing the inten-

tion of this Legislature in passing that act
and while fully understanding the law- under
this obligation created under it, owing to

trifling defects in the wording of the act, set

its provisions at naught and defiance, and treat-

ed the enactment of this house as well, are in

a position to ask this Legislature to refrain

from enforcing and carrying out the- spirit of
the act. No person who has treated the action
of this legislature with contumely will com-
plain against the passing of the present bill,

and I say, sir, that they should ask favours
with clean hands. There was no possibility of
any person being mislead. The notices given •

by the council,of public instruction had full

publicity in the Royal Gazette, and the press,

as much as any of the laws on our statute
book, and none could have misunderstood his

situation and obligations under the law. I
think this is a fitting case for the exercise of
this mode of legislation

;
and that while the

council of education will be much benefitted,

the legal rights of individuals are not unjustly
affected.
Hon. Mr. McFakiane—The leader of the

opposition expressed his indignation at the
serious wrongs we are going to impose, but
when he was so eloquent upon that point, I
recalled to mind when what I considered a
most atrocious act of ex post facto legislation

was supported by him and . his friends. 1 al-

lude to the case of the township of Granville,
which caused a great deal of excitement in
this Legislature. The party with which the
horn gentleman was connected brought in this

Legislature an act to assess that township,
and compel them to pay a claim two or three
years after it had been incurred, and the town-
ship had resisted it. Looking at the journals
of the divisions that took place on this occa-
sion, I find the name of Mr. Archibald in fa-

vour of the bill. I voted for the amendment
to reject the bill. But what are we asked to

do now? It well known that gentlemen oppo^-

site were instrumental in passing the law of
last session. The hon. leader of the opposition
spoke in favour of the principle of assessment
of which he has always been an advocate. We
passed the act for the improvement of the
country. In many sections it met with
some opposition from the people — who
are a law abiding people, as a rule—but in
other districts it was otherwise. And let

me say that the question has never been treated
in a political aspect. In my own county the
strongest advocates of the bill were in the rank
of the Liberal party. All that this Legislature
is asked to do is to protect individuals who on
the faith of the law of last session entered
into engagements. We wish to pi'ovide for
irregularities, mere technical difficulties, that
have arisen in connection with the working of
the law. We only impose a liability where it

has already been imposed, and call upon par-

13

ties to pay where in equity they are bound f o
do so. I happened to be travelling last fall
when this bill was to be brought into operation,
and had an opportunity of seeing the commc -

tion consequent upon the holding of the sec-
tional meeting. I heard parties say that the
time of notice was too short—the circulars had
not been properly distributed. However,
meetings were held, and the trustees incurred
contracts with the teachers in order to carry
out the provisions of the act. But are we to
say that owing to some insignificant technical-
ity the spirit and intention of the law is to be
evaded, and parties who incurred responsibiii-
ties in good faith are to be made liable, whilst
the parties wfio have received all the benefits
of the school to which they were entitled
under the statute are to pay nothing. When
the government found that in consequence of
want of information on the part of the people,
as respects the law, sections were without
schools, and the cause of education about to
suffer, was it not right for them to step in and
ask the legislature to give an opportunity of
organizing schools. We are only taking that

1 course which we believe to be for the benefit
of the whole people. I frankly admit to the
hon. member for Colchester that the law has
operated hardly upon individuals, and that
will be remedied in the bill now on the table.
We believe, however, that at present we are
taking that course which will be of the great-
est advantage to the people. If we are doing
a wrong to the few, it is for the benefit of the
many. I believe if you refuse to legalize the
proceedings taken under the act of last session,
you will plunge the people into an amount of
trouble and difficulty that we cannot now
hardly estimate.
Mr. Kaijlback.—I am surprised at the ar-

guments advanced by honorable gentlemen
opposing this bill. It proposes to carry out the
legitimate objects and intentions of the law
passed by us last year—and which the learned
leader of the opposition supported to the full
extent of the assessment principle. It also
proposes to allow the people to have schools,
if they think proper to have them, under the
present existing law until next autumn. In
carrying out the law it has been found that by
some mere technical omissions parties might
escape the effects of their own acts, and where
they had, by a majority at the meetings, open-
ed schools and appointed trustees, who had
contracted and made themselves personally
liable for salary of teachers and other ex-
penses, they might oblige the trustees to pay
it out of their own pockets without any means
of redress. The people should be obliged to
keep the engagements they have made, and it

is our duty to protect and indemnify those who,
through no fault of their own, entered into ob-
ligations in full faith and confidence in the
power of the law to save them harmless. We
must not and will not, I am sure, allow any
persons to suffer through any impotency in
our legislation. The hon. lead er of the opposi-
tion styles this bill arbitrary and tyrannical

—

on the contrary, I believe, did we’ refuse this
present bill we would then be acting arbitrary
and tyrannical—that we would not do our duty
did we fail in remedying the patent omissions
in it. I was not a little surprised at the la*
advanced by that honorable and learned gen
tleman yesterday, when he stated that the
founders and framers of the constitution of



98 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

the United States viewed ex post facto legisla-

tton with such abhorrence as to engrave its

entire prohibition on the constitution, which
was binding upon each of the States. The
little learning I have of that constitution in-

duced me to believe this only applied to

criminal matters. I hold in my hand, Mr.
Speaker, a high authority — which fully
justifies me in condemning the law of
the learned gentleman. With your permis-
sion I will quote from Kent, an authority of
high standing, and recognized not only here,
Out in the courts of the mother-country:

—

“ Ex postfacto laws relate to penal and crimi-
nal proceedings, which impose punishments or
forfeiture, an4 not to civil proceedings, which
afl'ect private rights retrospectively. A retro-

spective statute, affecting and changing vested
rights, is very generally considered in this

country as founded on unconstitutional prin-
ciples. But this doctrine is not understood to
apply to remedial statutes, which may be of a
retrospective nature, provided they do not im-
pair contracts, or disturb absolute vested rights
and only go to confirm rights already existing,
and in furtherance of the remedy, by curing
defects, and adding to the means of enforcing
existing obligations. Upon the same princi-

ple, whenever a power is given by a statute,
everything necessary to the making of it effec-

tual or requisite to attain the end, is implied.”
I am glad to see honorable gentlemen on

both sides acknowledge and approve of the
law just quoted, and therefore feel confident
that the great objection there seemed to be to
the bill now before us is removed, and that we
all will be able to give our cordial support to

it. The Council of .Public Instruction, which
is the Government of the day, have I think,
rightly directed the proper steps to carry out
the law, and we would fail in our duty did we
not support them in legalizing those acts and
the pledges they have made to the people. To
my mind there are objections to some of the
details of this bill, but they can be remedied
when the bill goes into committee. But I
trust this house will sustain the Government
on the main principles introduced in this bill.

Mr. Archibald: I think that the House
ought to be obliged to the hon. member for
Lunenburg for the definition of ex post facto
laws he has just read. It is just w'hat I have
been contending all a’ong,—that where they
are opposed to the principles of sound legisla-

tion as laid down by Kent, they should not be
tolerated. As to the case referred to by the
hon. member for Cumberland, of the township
of Granville, that stood in a very different po-
sition. There they actually owed a debt, and
there was no way of enforcing it. The law
passed was simply to assess upon the township
a debt it had really incurred. That was a very-
different matter from this case, where it was
sought, not to carry out obligations already as-
sumed, but to create them. Suppose that a
meeting was held and an assessment made
and no legal notice had been given, does any
one contend that that was a legal obligation
that should be carried out. I admit that where
persons have honestly incurred obligations on
the faith of the law being carried out, some
remedy should be provided. I am not quite
sure, however, whether the obligations of
trustees informally appointed assuming to act
under the law, can be enforced; although, in
that ease, the burden would be thrown upon a

class least able to bear it. I do not anticipate,
however, that much difficulty of this kind will

ensue. I must again denounce this act; and I
cannot do it in stronger language than that
quoted by the member for Lunenburg, as being
contrary to the sound principles of legisla-

tion.”
Mr. Tobin.—As the lawyers have so far had

the battle all to themselves, I thiuk it is time
for the laymen to step in. I have sat here and
patiently listened to the arguments pro and
con. The hon. Attorney General has had a
great deal to say, and so has the leader of the
opposition, but they don’t seem to understand
each other’s arguments. I think the Attorney
General’s head must be nature’s great store-
house,judging from the variety of arguments
he has been obliged 'to adduce in support of
this little measure. Now what is the nature
of this bill under discussion? It is sim-
ply to give effect and to legalize the proceed-
ings taken under the law passed last session,
aud to remedy irregularities that have occur-
red, such as where trustees have incurred obli-
gations, and : he parties assessed have refused
to pay on account of some teclidical informa-
lities in the proceedings. Now I cannot see
what objection there can be to this. I consider
it to be the duty of the house to give effect to
the law, and to enable its provisions to be car-
ried out, even if it has to be done by a bill re-
trospective in its character. I believe that in
a great many sections the provisions of the law
have not been complied with at all, and the
effect will be that many children will be de-
prived of the means of education for the next
six months, unless the legislature steps in and
affords them facilities for availing themselves
of the law. We have had a great deal of dis-
cussion about law and a great many different
subjects have been bandied across the floor of
the house, but after all they must come to a
common sense view of the subject, and the
question was, whether having passed a law,
they were not bound to see it carried out,

—

having created the difficulty and caused the
confusion, it was not their duty to remove it,

and enable the people to educate their children
as the law intended. The bill may not be per-
fect in all its clauses, but let it go into commit-
tee where all defects could be remedied as re-
gards details. The main question was whe-
ther some such bill was not required, and upon
that point I should imagine there can be but
little difference of opinion.
Mr. Blanchard said that it was a very

common practice amongst certain persons in
the House—and with none more so than with
the hon. member for Halifax—when a subject
was being discussed by the legal gentlemen on
both sides, to listen attentively to what was
being said, and then to get up and pronounce
their opinions ex cathedra

,
and to say, “We

don’t want any legal advice—all we want is

common sense; these are our opinions, and
you must accept them as sound doctrine. All
the sound sense is with us, and lawyers are en-
deavoring to mislead.” It might be all very
well for lion, gentlemen, after taking advantage
of the opinions of the lawyers, to profess to
scout them afterwards, but it is not exactly the
fair course to pursue. The hou. Attorney Gen.,
in the course of his remarks, said that the
more this bill was discussed the more he was
convinced that it should go into committee. I
differ entirely from him. I think the more it
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is sifted the more palpable are the objections to

it. He told us last evening that it was not an
ex post facto law.
Hon. Atty. Gen.—

I

said it was not such an
one as was objectionable in its character.

Mr. Blanchard.—The hon. gentleman did

not qualify his statement—but I think there

could be none more objectionable. I will now
give the hon. Atty. General an illustration of

what this kind of legislation would lead to—
and although I do not approve of the tu quoque
style of argument, I will ask him what he
would have thought if this kind of thing hap
been attempted in 18(50, when objections were
taken to a number of gentlemen taking their

seats in this house, because they had not re-

signed certain offices at the right time. It was
considered a valid objection then by the gen-
tlemen opposite, that because a member had
held the position of Coroner, or Commissioner
of Streets, or some such office, the duties of

which he had seldom or ever performed, and
had forgotten to resign on the precise day na-
med by law, he could not hold a seat in the

house. Suppose an attempt had been made
then, as is now being made, to legalize by an
ex post facto law past proceedings, who would
have been so loud in his denunciations as the
hon. member for Halifax; and yet were not
these objections as technical as those sought to

be remedied. I will refer for a moment to the
case of the county of Cumberland. There the
majority were opposed to assessment, and af-

ter they went away from the meeting, the mi-
nority passed a resolution assessing the inha-
bitants—and yet that was to be legalized under
this law.
Dr. Tupper: No. The bill only applies to

meetings held under the law, and would not
.legalize proceedings taken after a meeting had
dispersed.
Mr. Blanchard : The parties, at all events,

assumed to meet under the act. It has been
said that in this case the parties have their

remedy by appeal. But that is not correct, as
the first meeting of the Sessions to which the
law gives an appeal has been held, and there-
fore they have now no such remedy. I feel

grateful to the hon. member for Cumberland
for admitting that this law will work injustice

to some; and I contend that if any—I care not
how few—are injured by it, the Legislature has
no right to pass it. I am aware that in some
cases private rights must submit to the public
good, and that all laws are passed for the wel-
fare of the whole community

;
but that princi-

le does not apply to the present case. (The
on. member here illustrated his position by

reference to highways and railways made
through private property; and showed that
although such roads might be opened by law,
even against the interests of private proprie-
tors, yet if illegally opened, he would ask,
would any legislature afterwards, by such a
law as this, compel parties to submit to gross
injustice without appeal.) I shall therefore
feel it my duty to vote against this bill.

Hon. Att. Gen.—The legislation m 1856, in
relation to the township of Granville, ran upon
all fours with this. In that case the overseers
of the poor entered into a contract with a Mr.
Dunlap for the support of paupers. They
went out of office, and their successors refused
to assess the township for the amount due Mr.
Dunlap. The legislature then stepped in and
passed an act to compel them to pay. What

difference, I would ask, is there between that
and the present case? Here trustees properly
appointed assess the district, and enter into
obligations upon the faith of that assessment
being carried out—and the assessors refuse to
act. Surely this is a stronger case for the in-

terference of the legislature than the Granville
case,—there they stepped in for the protection
of private rights,—here, we are asked to in-

demnify public officers in the discharge of their
duty in honestly endeavoring to carry out the
law.
Mr. McLelan.—There is this important dif-

ference between the two cases. In the one
case the house was acquainted with all the
particulars of the transaction, and knew ex-
actly how far they were going, and whether
the circumstances justified them in taking the
action they did. Here we are called upon to
take a leap in the dark, and to legalize all irre-

gularities and informalities that have taken
place over the whole country during the past
year. It appears to me that the house is not
justified in adopting the system of expost facto
legislation without being aware of the effects

that will result. It is quite evident that some
of these irregularities have resulted in gross
injustice, and yet we are called upon to ratify
and confirm them. I have no doubt that the
principal reason why this bill has not been
carried out is because public opinion has
turned against it, and the people are so con-
vinced that it is unjust in its operations they
will have nothing to do with it. I do not feel
justified, therefore, with these views, in lend-
ing myself to perpetuate its provisions, and
shall vote against it.

Mr. Archibald—There is no analogy be-
tween the Granville case and this. There a
debt was actually in existence, and could not
be recovered without the passage of a law.

—

Here the attempt is made not to enforce
rights but to create them. In the one case
there was not even an inchoate right—in the
other there is a vested one.
Hon. Atty. Genl.—The bill is only intend-

ed to apply to cases where liabilities have
been incurred.
Hon. Mr. Shannon.—The question upon the

second reading of the bill is a very simple one.
The house is asked to assent to the principle,

—

and what is that principle?. Nothing more
than to pass an act having a retrospective ef-

fect, for the purpose of doing justice. Is there
anything un-English or unconstitutional in
that? I think not. It has been done in Eng-
land for a similar purpose, and although I
have not been very long in this house, I
think I can remember its having been done
here. No case was more to the point than that
which referred to the position of the late chair-
man of the railway board. When the change
n the board of commissioners was made there
was no law to authorise his acts, and the house
was obliged to step in and legalize his con-
tracts before they could be carried out. There
was no doubt that ex postfacto legislation was
wrong in principle, but it was necessary some-
times, and this was an exceptional case. Every
body knew the difficulties experienced in en-
deavoring to carry out a new act. Even with
all the guards and checks with which the act of.

last session had been surrounded it was found
that great irregulaaities had occurred. No-
doubt many of these were owing to the fact
of its coming into operation so soon as Oct.
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There were so many things to be done before
then—so many preliminaries to be observed

—

that it was no wonder in many instances the
time was allowed to pass by. And yet, not-
withstanding the disadvantageous circum-
stances connected with the introduction of the
measure, it was surprising m how many in-

stances good schools had been established and
were in successful operation. Again, in some
sections the people would have been deprived
of schools altogether, having neglected to

adopt measures in the time appointed for the
preliminary meetings to be held. To meet
cases like these the government had issued
the notice authorizing them to go on, and inti-

mating that the legislature would be applied
to to legalize the proceedings. Obligations
had been assumed under these circumstances,
and the object of this act was simply to

do what justice required—to remedy small
irregularities that had occurred, so as to enable
the law to be properly carried out. If the*bill

was objectionable in some of its details, that
could be remedied in committee; but I cannot
understand how any one can object to the
principle.

Cries of question.
Hon. Pro Sec.—I hope gentlemen will not

think it necessary to divide the house upon the
question. There are two distinct features in

this bill—one refers to the action of the coun-
cil of public instruction as regards the past

—

the other refers to provision for the next six

months. I hope all will unite in lending their

aid to carry out the provisions of the law that
has already been passed.
Mr. Archibald reiterated his opinion that

a clause in the main bill would remedy the
whole difficulty in regard to past legislation.

Hon. Pro. Sec.—It might just as well be un-
derstood at once that the government intends
to deal with the two questions separately.
After some further desultory discussion a

call of the house was had, and upon the mo-
tion being made to refer the bill to a committee
o . the whole house, there appeared for the mo-
tion 29 ;

against, 17.

For.—Messrs, Pryor, MacFarlane, Allison,
More, Kaulback, lvillam, McKay, Hamilton,
D. Fraser, Churchill, Lawrence, J. Campbell,
LesVesconte, Tobin, McDonnell, Donkin, Jost,

Hill, Longley, Shannon, McKinnon, Cowie,
Caldwell, King, Colin Campbell, Prov. Secy.,

Atty. General.
Ac/ainst.—Messrs, Locke, Bay, Heffernan,

Balcom, Bill, G. S. Brown, Parker, Miller, Mc-
Lelan, Bobertson, Blackwood, Stewart Camp-
bell, Blanchard, P. Smyth, Boss, Bobichau,
Archibald.
Then the house adjourned until next day at

3 o’clock.

"Wednesday, 15th March.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Mr. Bourinot presented a petition, which

he handed to the government, from Mr. John
McLean, Superintendent of Scattarie Light
House, asking a small grant in order to pro-
vide educational facilities for the families liv-

ing on that island. He hoped that the Govern-
m mt would give it their favorable considera-
tion.
Mr. Cowie presented a petition, which was

handed to the Government, from the officers of

the 1st and 2nd batt. Queen’s militia, asking
for a grant to enable them to provide a parade
ground.
Mr. Donkin presented a petition from cer-

tain persons in Cumberland on the subject of
the Union of the Provinces. Also the petition
of S. Eaton, praying that a militia fine be re-

mitted.
Mr. P. Smyth, a petition from the inhabi-

tants of Inverness against the Union of the
Provinces.
Mr. G. S. Brown, a petition signed by 167

inhabitants of Yarmouth, on the same subject.
Mr. Jost, a petition from La Have on the

same subject.
Mr. P. Smith, a petition from Bedeque, Vic-

toria, relative to a change of mail route.
Hon. Atty. Gen. laid on the table the peti.

tion of Col. Tupper and other militia officers,

on militia affairs.

Mr. Blanchard presented a petition in re-

ference to the opening up of Mabou harbor, In-
verness, and, in doing so, stated that the Go-
vernment had, within a very short period, sent
an engineer to enquire into the feasibility of
the undertaking.
Mr. S. McDonnell asked if the engineer

had made his report.

Hon. Pro. Secy, replied that the report had
just reached him, and he would lay it on the
table shortly.
Hon. Atty. Gen. laid on the table a petition

from the officers of Militia at Bridgewater, in

reference to a parade-ground. This petition,

as well as the others on the same subject,

were referred to the Committee on Militia.

Hon Mr Shannon, from the Becord commis-
sion, reported in favor of the publication of the
Public Documents in a single octavo volume,
under the superintendence of Mr. Aikins.

—

They recommended that 1000 volumes be pub-
lished, as fully 800 will be easily sold at a dol-

lar a-piece, since they will contain an amount
of information that will be very valuable. The
report was received and adopted by the house.
Mr. Miller presented three petitions from

Bichmond against the Union of the Colonies.
Also the petition of Kev. Mr. Gerroir and
others, against the school-act of last session.

On motion of Dr. Brown, the bill concerning
the school-lands in the township of Horton

#

was read a second time, and referred to the
Committee on Private Bills.

Hon. Atty. Gen. laid on the table a memo-
rial from the trustees of the school at Truro, on
the subject of the school act.

EXHIBITION AT BERGEN.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a commu-

nication from Mr. Oxley, Norwegian Consul,
in reference to an exhibition to be held at Ber-
gen, in Norway. Its object is to obtain an ex-

hibition of everything connected with the fish-

eries; and the parties who are holding it en-

gage to pay the expenses to and from the place

where it takes place. The communication was
referred to the Committee on Trade and Manu-
factures.
A message was received from the Legisla-

tive Council stating that they had agreed to a

bill further to amend the act for the erection of

a Court House and jail in Yarmouth, and also

to a bill to legalize assessment rolls in Lunen-
burg

THE RAILWAY.
Mr. Longley handed in a communication

from railway officers showing that the state-
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ment tliat appeared in one of the weekly-

papers that the road near Ten-mile House was
in an unsafe condition was inaccurate.

Mr. Tobin stated that having seen a state-

ment in the Bullfrog on this point, he had felt

it his duty as chairman of the Railway Com-
mittee to call the attention of the Railway
Commissioner to it and he was now glad to find

that the road was not in had order but that the

officers having it in charge were securing every
care and vigilance requisite to ensure the pub-
lic safety.

SCHOOL LANDS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a copy of

a letter from His Lordship the Bishop of
Nova Scotia relative to the proposed sale of

School Lands. His Lordship asks that no
steps be taken in this matter for the present.

—

The communication was referred to the com-
mittee on Private Bills.

Hon. Prov. Sec. also laid on the table an
amended list of School lands from the Super-
intendent of Education.

PRIVATE BILLS.
Hon. Mr. Shannon, from the Committee on

Private Bills, reported up the following:—To
authorise the appointment ofa harbor master
at Sydney : Toincorporate the Cambridge Coal
Mining Co.; To incorporate the Scotia Lodge
of Freemasons, Canning; To further amend
the act incorporating the Bank of Yarmouth.

HARBOUR MASTER AT SYDNEY.
Mr. Blanchard asked what necessity was

there for the bill appointing a Harbour Master
at Sydney. As he understood, the office now
at the North Bar was a perfect sinecure. He
also enquired if a vessel would have to pay the
dues twice.
Mr. Bourinot replied that there were har-

bour masters at North Sydney, Lingan, and
Cow Bay. As respects the officer af the Bar,
he mentioned that that appointment was of
much benefit, since it had been the means of
preventing the harbour being injured by ves-
sels unloading their ballast indiscriminately.

It should be known to the House that- there
were two ports in Spanish River. The law
now provided for the appointment of such an
officer as he had stated, at North Sydney, and
the object of the present hill was to have one
at Sydney proper, in view of the railway that
was about being constructed from the mines.
The bill contained a clause, he added, providing
that vessels would only have to pay dues once.
Mr. Stewart Campbell did not think

thCre was any necessity for the present bill, in-

asmuch as the Sessions had now the power of.

appointing harbour masters in such ports as
they considered necessary, and could prescribe
their duties.
Mr. Bourinot said that the present hill de-

fined the limits of the jurisdiction of the two
officers.

Mr. Ross said that it was impossible for one
officer to perform the duties at both ports, and
that the duties at North Sydney were very im-
portant. Vessels coming there were generally
in ballast, and it was absolutely necessary to
have an officer to point out the place where
they were to discharge. He considered that a
similar officer was also required at Sydney
town, in view of the proposed railway, which
would necessarily bring a great deal of ship-
ping to the port.
Mr. Blanchard did not understand why

the appointment, in reference to Spanish Ri-

ver and Lingan, should he different from that
in respect to other places. What was there
particular about Sydney that the patronage
should not rest with the sessions but with the
government. He did not see any necessity for
so much haste in appointing the officer, inas-
much as the railway to Sydney would not be
completed for some time yet.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the ports where

coal was shipped were situated differently to
others. The law now gave the appointment
of a harbor-master to the Governor in Council,
at Spanish River, but it so happened that that
river included two ports. The present bill was
to provide an officer where none existed now,
and define the limits of each. It might be a
wise policy to give this matter into the hands
of the sessions, but it was better he thought, to
guard against the contingency that they might
not appoint such an officer. Some person was
required to protect the port from the injury
that would necessarily be done, if ballast were
unshipped indiscriminately.

FREE GRANTS TO AGED TEACHERS.
Mr. Miller laid on the table the petition of

Roderick Bethune, an aged teacher, praying
for a free grant of land.
Hon. Prov. Sec. called attention to the fact

that there were a large number of similar pe-
titions lying on the table, and that it was advi-
sable to dispose ofthem.
Mr. Le Vesconte moved that these peti-

tions be referred to the Committee on Educa-
tion.

Hon. Att. Gen. thought it would be ad-
visable for the House to settle its policy at
once in reference to these grants.
Mr. Le Vesconte thought that our Crown

Lands could not be applied to a better use than
to reward this useful class of public servants.
Mr. McLelan was in favor of the House

settling its policy, and of treating all appli-
cants fairly.

Mr. Miller said he had been always in fa-
vour of giving these free grants, and moved
the following resolution:—“ Resolved, that all
teachers who shall have been engaged in the
employment for 30 years up to the month of
Mareh, 1864, shall be entitled to a free grant of
land, under the usual checks and guards.”
He stated that he did not think the resolution
went quite far enough, tut he introduced it as
the best adapted to existing circumstances.
Hon. Mr. Shannon moved an amendment

—

“ Resolved, that this Plouse considers that the
policy of giving free grants should be discon-
tinued.” He believed that unless the House
came to such a determination the number of
etitions would accumulate every year. He
id not think it likely that men who were en-

gaged in teaching all their lives would go into
the forest and cultivate the land.
Mr. Blanchard was in favor of the resolu-

tion.

Mr. Donkin expressed himself in favor of
doing iustice to aged teachers, and of the reso-
lution.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said, if the resolu-

tion passed, it would stultify the action of last
winter.
Mr. Archibald stated it as his opinion that

we should provide some fund from which
school teachers in old age and infirmities could
derive a small annuity. A similar provision
was made in the States and Canadas, and
would be an infinitely greater boon to the
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teachers than a tract of land which could he
little use to them.
Mr. Pryor agreed with the remarks of the

last speaker, and was opposed to annulling the
policy agreed upon last winter.
Mr. Miller considered that the resolution

passed last winter did not really settle the po-
licy in regard to these grants.
Mr. Tobin expressed the hope that his hon.

colleague would not press his amendment, and
was favorable to any policy that opened up
our wild lands to cultivation. Tie also gave it

as his opinion that it was advisable to impose
taxes upon those lands that were not brought
into cultivation, or otherwise force the owners
to open them up to settlement. That subject
was an important one which had long engaged
the serious consideration of himself and others.
Mr. Archibald stated that he would be

ready to grant these lands if there was any
guarantee that they would be really cultiva-

ted. As respects the other matter alluded to

by the hon. member for Halifax he stated that
the late government instituted proceedings for

the purpose of bringing back to the possession
of the crown sone thousands of acres of these
lands which stood in the way of the settlement
and improvement of the country. These had
been escheated and were now in a position to

be re-granted. He considered the policy of
free grants which was attempted to be re-estab-
lished as likely to retard the cultivation of our
crown lands, and place them in a position simi-
lar to those previously alluded to.

Mr. Kaulback said as far as Lunenburg
was concerned he did not know of any grant
that was made to a teacher that had not been
settled upon, and appealed to the house in be-
half of the claims of the school master.
Mr. LeVesconte withdrew his resolution.
On a division, the amendment moved by

Hon. Mr. Shannon was lost by 17 to 29.

Yeas—Pryor, Allison, Heffernan, Hatfield,
G. S. Browrn, Robertson, Locke, Archibald,
McFarlane, Longley, Shannon, McKinnon,
Cowie, Robicheau, John Campbell, King, Hill.

Against—Killam, Parker, McKay, Churchill,
Donkin, Ray, Lawrence, Donald Fraser, Bill,

Whitman, More, Kaulback, LeYesconte, Tobin,
Hamilton, Jost, Bourinot, Miller, McLelan,
Blanchard, Blackwood, Stewart Campbell,
Balcam, Ross, P. Smyth, Annand, Attorney
General, Provincial Secretary.
Mr. Archibald said that it ought to be

clearly understood whether it was intended
that these grants should be given without the
teachers having to pay the expenses of survey.
Mr. Chxjrchill expressed himself in favor

of such a fund as stated by the hon. member
for Colchester for the benefit of aged school-
masters. He was quite willing to give them
the land, if he knew they would improve it.

—

He expressed himself in favor of a good system
of immigration that would open up our waste
crown lands,
Hon. Prov. Secy, said that he had yielded

his views on this subject so far as to support
the resolution, for he thought it but right that
all parties should be put on an equal footing up
to the mouth of March last. It was the prac-
tice, he added, for the teachers to pay the ex-
penses of surveys, and he trusted that gentle-
men would not interfere with so necessary a
check.
After some further discussion, the original

motion passed by a vote of 27 to 14.

ENQUIRY.
Mr. Robertson asked the Government to

lay upon the table a return from the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands of the names of all ap-
plicants for grants of land, and the number of
grants passed and names of grantees, and
when passed, in the County of Lunenburg, on
the new road from New Ross to Windsor, in
the years 1862, 1863, 1864 and 1865.

LUNENBURG AFFAIRS.
Mr. Kaulback said that if the member for

Shelburne had asked him for the information
he could have obtained it without troubling the
Government.
Mr. Robertson was not aware that the

Crown Land department was under the control
of the member for Lunenburg. He believed
that any gentleman had a right to apply for
Crown lands in any County of the Province.
Mr. Tobin wQuld like to understand the

meaning of these constant allusions to Lunen-
burg. If there was anything “rotten in the
state of Denmark,” it would be as well to know
it.

Mr. Kaulback reiterated his willingness
at all times to afford every information con-
nected with the county he had the honor to re-
present. He and his colleague were ready at
all times to render an account of their stew-
ardship to those who had a right to ask it. He
did not know why this question was asked,
but if he had been applied to he could have
answered it in five minutes.
Mr. Robertson had adopted the usual

method in such cases and he could not under-
stand why the member for Lunenburg should
be so sensitive.
Mr. Kaulback was not at all sensitive, but

there was a certain courtesy due from one
member^to another which it would be well for
the member for Shelburne to observe. The
proper course was to refer the matter to the
members for the county, and if they refused it

would be time enough to trouble the govern-
ment.
Mr. Archibald said that while upon the

subject of Lunenburg matters ho observed a
bill had been introduced to change the name
of a place in that county. He had no wish to
interfere in such matters, but he thought it an
exceeding pity that names connected with the
early history of the country should be changed.
Mr. Kaulback said that it was no wish of

his. A petition numerously signed had come
to' his colleague praying for it, and a bill had
been introduced accordingly.
Mr. Locke did not think it was right for

any one to enquire into the reasons which
prompted hon. members to enquire into mat-
ters connected with the different counties. The
crown lands of Lunenburg did not belong to
Lunenburg, but to the whole Province. As the
law allowed non-residents to represent coun-
ties, perhaps his colleague had an eye to the
future representation of that county. At all

events he asked for the information for his
own satisfaction.

Mr. Jost, in reply to Mr. Archibald, said the
members of the county were not anxious for
the change in the name referred to, but a large
petition from the inhabitants having been sent
to him, he merely introduced a bill in accord-
ance with the prayer of it. As regards tha
questions which were continually being asked
in reference to the affairs of Lunenburg, if

they came from those who represented the in
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terests of the whole Province, it would not he
so much matter, hut when they came from a
small clique, he thought they were making
themselves small indeed.
Mr. McLelan enquired when the Govern-

ment would he prepared to lay upon the table
the information asked for hy him, relating to

the construction of a railroad to Annapolis and
New Brunswick.
Hon. Prov. Secy—

I

t would he done at an
early day.
Mr. Pakkek presented a petition from Roht.

Smith and other inhabitants of Truro, against
the school bill.

Mr. Lawrence, from 100 inhabitants of
Newport, against Contederation.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Thursday, March 16th, 1861.

The House met at 3 o’clock.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a report

relative to a landing wharf at Port Hood.
EIGHT HOUSES.

Mr. Balcam referred to the fact that he had
presented a petition last year relative to the
construction of a light house at Jeddore. He
pointed out the great necessity that existed for
the construction of such a light house at the
dangerous Hedges that existed in that locality.

Mr. Blanchard also advocated the con-
struction of a light- at that* point, and alluded
to the fact that from this port to Cape Sable,
there were 12 or 13 lights, whilst to Cape Canso
there were only three. Again from this point
to the borders of New Brunswick westwardly
there are 26, whilst easterly to the same there
are only 17, though the latter is by far the
longer distance.
Mr. Locke stated that the Lighthouse at

Little Hope would be the last one that the
Western coast would want for some time.
Hon. Find. Secy, said that there was

certainly a great disparity between the
Eastern and Western coasts, but this year we
were going to have a light house on Green
Island, and a steamwhistle at Canberry head,
Canso.
Mr. Stewart Campbell also advocated

the establishment of a light at the point in
question as a great desideratum to vessels ap-
proaching our coast.
In answer to Mr. Ross, the hon. Pro. Sec’y

stated that directions had been already given
by the Chairman of Works to have the light
house at Flint Island rebuilt.
Mr. Cowie hoped the government would

not lose sight of the light house at Little Hope.
LIEUT.-GOV.’S PRIVATE SECRETARY.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the Private Secre-
tary of the Lieutenant-Governor. After the
reading of the correspondence, hon. Pro. Sec’y
announced that it was the intention of the
government, at an early day, to bring in a bill

to provide the same salary for £he Governor’s
Private Secretary, as was formerly allowed.

* PETITIONS.
Mr. Colin Campbell presented a petition

from 150 inhabitants of Weymouth, against
Confederation.
Mr. Balcom presented a petition from Sheet

Harbour against a petition previously present-
ed for an act to incorporate a company to re-
move obstructions from East River.

Mr. Bill presented a petition from a num-
ber of rate-payers of Cornwallis, praying that
the proceedings of a certain school district in
that locality may be legalized. In answer to
a question from the hon. gentleman; the At-
torney General replied that the case would be
met by the bill before the house.

INCORPORATION ACT.
A bill to incorporate the Cape Breton Coal

Mining Company, at Port Hood, was read a
second time and committed.

COMMITTEE ON BILLS—SCHOOL ACT.
Hon. Atty. Genl. moved that the House

resolve itself into a Committee of the whole,
for the purpose of taking up the bill to amend,
and in addition to chap. 58 R. S. “ of Public In-
struction,” and to ratify and confirm proceed-
ings thereunder.
The House accordingly went into committee

on bills.

Upon the reading of the first clause, Mr. Mc-
Lelan enquired what difficulty there would
be in making the new bill which had been in-
troduced, apply on the 1st May.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that engagements

had been made which would not terminate
until August. Besides that great inconveni-
ence would result from having two systems in
operation in the same county at the same
time.
Mr. LeVESCONTE moved that the whole of

the bill be struck out except the last three
clauses, which related to legalizing past pro-
ceedings.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that no doubt the

course pursued by the member for Richmond
was a perfectly legitimate one, although he
would be sorry to see it adopted. The bill as
he had already explained had two features,
the one relating to future provision for the
next six months, and the other legalizing past
transactions.
Mr. Blanchard said that as it had been

found so difficult to work the bill in his county,
he should be compelled to vote for the amend-
ment.
Mr. Miller had opposed the school bill

most strenuously when it was before the
house last session, and the experience of the
past year had not induced him to change his
mind

;
that the government had been obliged

to admit that the principle of the bill was wrong,
was evidenced by their departure from it, in
the bill introduced by them on a previous day.
He did not see why they should continue a po-
licy admitted to be wrong and consequently
he should vote for the motion of his colleague.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said it was a question for

hon. gentlemen to consider whether they wish-
ed the whole grant of the county divided
amongst a few schools in one half of it, and the
other half to be left without any means of par-
ticipating in it at all. If any gentleman could
suggest any better mode of providing for the
wants of the people for the next six months he
would be glad to hear it.

Mr. MacDonnell thought it would be in-
expedient to adopt the amendment of the mem-
ber for Richmond without substituting some
provision for the next six months, and he
therefore proposed the following amendment:

“ In any section where no school has been
established under the school act of 1864, the in-
habitants of such section shall be at liberty to
establish and support one or more schools by
voluntary subscription from the passing of this
act, till the first day of October next.



104 PARLIAMENTARY DEPATES.

“ None of the provisions of the said act passed
in the year 1864, for the purpose of supporting
schools, shall affect the school sections referred
to in the foregoing section.”
Mr. Stewart Campbell enquired whether

it was intended in case there were only two
schools established under the Act in a district,

to divide the whole grant between them?.
Hon. Prov. Secy, could hardly imagine such

a case could exist.

Mr. S. Campbell—It will be the case in the
>district of Guysboro. There were only two
schools there now, where they used to be thirty.

Mr. Locke—In Shelburne there will not be
more than four.
Mr. Blackwood said there would be about

the same number in his district.

Hon. Prov. Secy, said the member for Guys-
boro, as a lawyer, ought to know that the gov-
ernment had nothing to do in the matter. The
board of school commissioners distributed the
money under the law, and he had no doubt
they would do it in the most liberal manner.
Mr. S. Campbell thought it was the duty

of the government to bring in an act to prevent
such an unfair appropriation of the public
monies.

. Hon. Prov. Sec. said it would be a legiti-

mate subject for the government to consider
whether it would be necessary to provide for

an extreme case of that kind.
Mr. Blanchard said in the southern dis-

trict of Inverness the schools had gone on un-
der the old law—were they to receive no por-
tion of the grant?
Mr. Locke said—If the government had

nothing to do with it, the council of public in-

struction had. It would be very unjust in
places where there were only 3 or 4 schools to
divide the whole grant amongst them.
Mr. Archibald again expressed the hope

that the government would adopt his sugges-
tion and strike out of the bill all the clauses
except those that legalized past proceedings,
and add a clause or two to the main bill to

provide for the next six months.
Mr. Jost did not think it wise to enact a

policy for the next six months, different from
that contained in the new bill.

Mr. Miller said that if the House decided
to strike out the first thirteen clauses of the
bill, it would be necessary to substitute some-
thing in their place, and he differed frpm the
member for Colchester in his opinion that it

would be more advisable to embody in the
main bill, what was only intended to be tem-
porary in its nature. He was in favor of sub-
stituting the voluntary system, and he thought
the amendment of the member for Inverness
would meet the difficulty. There were other
clauses of the bill, very objectionable in their
character. The powers conferred upon Trus-
tees, in the 8th clause, to determine the sites

of school houses, he considered most arbitrary.
Another clause gives the Trustees power to
assess the district to any extent, at their own
discretion. The sixth clause also conferred
most extensive authority upon Trustees—more
so than they enjoyed under the old act, and
more than the new bill intended to give them.
By that clause the Trustees were enabled to
borrow money for school purposes, and to
assess the inhabitants without restriction.
He thought the machinery of last year’s bill

was sufficiently complicated, but this was
even more so. He knew of no more simple

mode to provide for the next six months than
voluntary subscriptions, and he should there-
fore vote for the amendment of the member
for Inverness.
Hon. Prov. Sec. agreed with the member

for Richmond that it would be injudicious to
incorporate into the main bill anything that
was not intended to be of a permanent cha-
racter. He could not see much difference be-
tween the course proposed by the member for
Inverness and this bill. His object was to en-
able the people to adopt the voluntary system
for the next six months, that was open to them
under the present law. He did not sup-
pose anybody wished to deprive the people of
the right they had enjoyed for the last twenty
years, of adopting the assessment principle
if they preferred it. As regards the objection
of the member for Richmond to the powers
given to trustees to borrow money for school
purposes, he would say that one of the most
serious difficulties in carrying out the bill was
to provide sufficient accomodation for the en-
larged number of pupils who attended under
the system of free schools, and the object of
this bill was instead of levying a tax at once
for a sufficient sum to erect suitable school
houses, to enable the trustees to borrow
money, and to spread the assessment over sev-
eral years, thus making it bear more lightly
upon the Inhabitants.
Mr. McLelan thought that section seven

conferred too extensive powers on the trustees.
He thought the amount to be assessed should
be first submitted to the vote of the rate-payers
at the annual meeting. He also thought that
under section four injustice might be practised
—a minority might adopt measures by which
the majority would be governed.
Dr. Tupper said the law only referred to

cases where the majority had agreed upon the
mode of supporting the school.s
Mr. McLelan said, that supposing at a

meeting the majority decided in favor of vol-
untary subscription, how easy it was to get
men of straw to make up the majority, and
the result would be that the subscriptions fail-

ing, recourse would have to be had to assess-
ment, although the majority of the rate-payers
were opposed to it. He repealed that he could
not see what was to prevent the main bill from
coming into operation on the first of May
Mr. Archibald again alluded to the neces-

sity for settling the main bill first. Let them
settle the policy of that first, and then return
to this.

Hon. Atty. Genl. could not see why they
could not settle the powers to be given to the
trustees, as well under this bill as the other.
It was necessary to give the trustees power to
borrow money to erect schoolhouses, otherwise
the operation of the new act would be post-
poned another six months. He did not think
this bill had been treated in a proper manner
by those who had voted for the principle of
last year’s bill. He did not expect the member
for Col ffiester would have divided the House
upon the second reading. He intended to in-
troduce a clause to enable trustees, in cases
where parties owning lands required for school
purposes refused to sell them, to take posses-
sion of them under certain checks& guards, and
•have them appraised, and the amount assessed.
As regards the remark of the member for North
Colchester (Mr. McLelan), he would say that
it was impossible to apply the machinery of
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the new bill on the first of May, because in

many sections arrangements have been made
under the existing law for the whole year, and
in some cases subscriptions have been paid,

and obligations assumed for the whole year.

He would be happy if any gentlemon could
suggest any better mode of accomplishing the
object he had in view, which was to provide
the people with the means of education for the
next six months

;
but he could not see how it

could be attained except under the provisions
of this bill.

Mr. MacDonnell would like to ask the
Prov. Sec. whether a single school had been
established under the right which he says the
people have enjoyed for the last 20 years of

assessment. The system was perfectly value-
less and useless. The amendment he had pro-

posed was hastily drafted and may not provide
tor all cases, but it could be easily added to so
as to make it more perfect.

Mr. Parker didn’t think it likely that meet-
ings wouldbe held under the present bill, and
was in favour of consulting the people’s wish-
es as evidenced by the numerous petitions on
the table. He pointed out the difficulties that
arose from the working of the act on the statute

book, and expressed his opinion that the bill

now before the house was only going to per-

petuate these difficulties. Whilst he was in
favour of an amended education measure, he
felt he could not b mg himself to support a
bill which he thought was contrary to the
wishes of the people.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that it must

be obvious to the government that the present
bill had no friends in the house. He consider-
ed it their duty to have brought forward such a
measure as could commend itself to the ap-
proval of a considerable number of gentlemen.
He believed the country had condemned the
principle of the education act, and yet the gov-
ernment persisted in forcing it upon them for the
next six months. That was not the treatment
the people had a right to expect from the gen-
tlemen whom they paid to do their business.
As gentlemen had been reproached with hav-
ing been as responsible as the government
themselves, he thought few if any would be
ready now to offer any assistance whatever in

respect to the present bill.

Mr. C. J. Campbell said that he had been
among those who opposed the principle of the
bill last session, and he had now the most
positive proof that it had not taken in the
country. He had been in hopes that the gov-
ernment would have come down with a bill

that would have been in accordance with “the
well understood wishes of the people,” but to

his surprise they had introduced one that was
possibly more obnoxious than the last. He
considered the present bill established the
principle of taxation more clearly than ever.
He could not support a bill that was so arbi-

trary in its principle; it bore heavily upon the
people who ought to be the governing power.
He felt very reluctant to express his opinions
so strongly in opposition to those with whom
he had been long politically associated

;
but

he had a duty to perform to his country that
had more influence with him than any poli-
tical ties.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said that if section four of
the act was considered unnecessary or unwise
In the peculiar position of the country for the
next six months he had. no objection to strike

14

it out. If this clause was left out parties
would be allowed to meet and choose assess-
ment or subscription, but they would not be
obliged to resort to the former in case the lat-
ter was not paid up. The collection of the
subscription, in such a case, would have to be
conducted in the usual manner. As respects
the statement made by the hon. member for
Guysborough, he did not think the- report of
the inspector bore it out. That gentleman
stated that in 1 he town of Guysborough thero
were three schools doing well.
Mr. S. Campbell—They are all one school.
Hon. Atty. Gen.—There were three teach-

ers, and three schools, in fact, in one building.
He did not think the sense of the people was so
antagonistic to the bill now on the statute book
as gentlemen represented it to be. What peti-
tions there had been presented bore on their
face the impress of being stereotyped. There
was no spontaneous expression of public sen-
timent against the law. Gentlemen should re-
member that there was no question so fraugh-
with difficulty as that of education, and it

should be a matter of satisfaction that a meat
sure making so great a change had worked as
well as it had.
Mr. Archibald was not prepared to say

the bill was altogether a failure, but was in fa-

vour of making such amendments as the ex-
erience of last year had shown to be desira-
le. He felt if there was one question that

should be kept free of party politics it was
that of education, and in that spirit he had al-
ways endeavoured to act. He still held to the
opinion, however, that the main bill should
have been considered first, and he, therefore,
moved the following amendment:—Resolved
that whilst the bill before the House, introduc-
ed by the government in regard to the general
subject of education, remains undisposed of, it

is inexpedient to discuss the temporary provi-
sions of the bill before the committee constitu-
ting the first thirteen clauses.
Dr. Hamilton said that it would be readily

perceived that a great deal of extraneous
matter had been introduced in the discussion
of the present subject. Whilst the main bill

was not before the house, it was quite unne-
cessary for any one to express his opinion with
regard to the mode of raising the amount ne-
cessary for the purposes of education. There
were two points which required the conside-
ration of the house. One was to legalize the
action taken under the act, and the other, to
provide such simple machinery as will enable
schools to be established for the next six
months in sections that wished them. He
would go further and say that any majority
in a district should have a right to build school
houses, and support schools, and to borrow
money therefor. If the individuals agreed
upon subscription, let it be collected, but as-
sessment should not be resorted to.

Hon. Prov. Sec. expressed his surprise at
the mode in which gentlemen were disposed to
approach the question under consideration.
The house, on the previous evening, had sett-

led the policy, and yet gentlemen wished them
to nullify that action, The policy of assess-
ment had be*en most unfairly introduced into
the question, it was not then under the consi-
deration of the house. He was astonished
to hear the honourable member for Guysboro
declare that he was not going to assist the
governmenfrin this matter, but to sink down
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into a mere attitude of faction—that he was
not paid to provide legislation for the house

—

and that he would keep some valuable sugges-
tions he had prepared deep within the recesses
of his cranium; but he was confident that
such a position would not gain that hon. mem-
ber much credit among the people of this

country. The government had brouglij for-

ward this question in a manner that he was
sure would obtain the approval of the people,
notwithstanding the opinions of the hon. mem-
ber for Guysborough.
In answer to an enquiry made by Dr. Brown,

the hon. Attorney General stated that there
were a number of schools in the country which
had not been kept under the law. It would
be, however, competent to move a clause that
would be applicable to those schools that, in
the opinion of the Commissioners, ought to
X>articipate in the benefits of the act.

Mr. Killam said that he was of opinion that
something should be done for the coming year,
and that the difficulty should be settled satis-

factorily. He doubted, however, whether it

was wise to hold meetings and to put the coun-
try into confusion again. The people had re-

jected the law of last session generally, and a
number of petitions were present on the table
showing the tendency of public opinion.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that it was necessary

to provide some machinery by which the peo-
ple who wished to meet could do so.

After some further desultory discussion, Mr.
Archibald’s amendment was put, and lost by
a large majority.
Mr. McDonnell’s amendment was also lost

by 30 to 14.

Mr.LeVesconte’s resolution was also lost by
20 to 23.

The 2nd and 3rd clauses then passed. The
fourth clause was struck out by the hon. Atty.
Genl.
The fifth clause passed. Mr. Miller moved

that the sixth clause be struck out for the
reasons Le had given—that too much power
was given to the Trustees to borrow money.
Some discussion ensued, but as the hour for

adjournment had arrived, no decision was
taken.
The committee adjourned and reported pro-

gress
;
after which the house adjourned until

3 o'clock the next day.

Friday, 17th March.

The House met at three o'clock.

Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a return of
crown lands upon the new road from New
Ross to Lunenburg, asked for by the hon.
member for Barrington.
Hon. J. McKinnon presented two petitions,

one from Pomket and the other from Fraser’s
grant, on the subject of the school law.

DIVISION OF ROAD MONEYS.
Mr. Caldwell asked leave to move the

following resolution:
Resolved—That a committee be appointed to

re-distribute the road and bridge grants for
1865 according to the population of the several
counties.
Hon. Pro. Sec. thought such a resolution

ought to be submitted by the government.
He had voted for a somewhat similar resolu-
tion some time ago, but he thought the hon.
member had better let the matter lie over un-
til it could be brought up more legitimately.

Mr. Miller said the resolution did not ask
for an appropriation.
Hon. Pro. Sec.—Suppose a gentleman were

to move that £100 be taken from the road
grant of Antigonisli and appropriated to Rich-
mond, would not that be an appropriation of
money.
Mr. Bourinot said that he did not wish to

interfere with the prerogative of the govern-
ment, but he desired to know upon what prin-
ciple the present distribution of road grants
was made. Why was it that Cape Breton
should be placed so far below other counties
of far less population? That was a legitimate
subject for the house to consider, and whilst
this inequality existed he would never fail to
raise his voice against it. No government
could justify such a state of things, and he
hoped the hon. Provincial Secretary would act
up to the spirit of a^somewhat similar resolu-
tion which he (Mr. B.) had moved some ses-
sions ago, and for which that hon. gentleman
had voted.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that the subject

was a very important one and should be fully
considered, and all that, he wished was that it

should come up in a legitimate manner.
Mr. Speaker said the subject could come up

when the Estimates were under consideration.
Mr. Caldwell expressed his readiness to

let the matter lie over for the present.
RIGHT OF SEARCH.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table papers
asked for by the hon. member for Colchester,
relative to a right of search by Mr. Felton,
which were referred to the Crown Land’s Com-
mittee.

ENQUIRY.
At request of Mr. Kaulback the papers pre-

viously laid on the table relative to the crown
lands at Lunenburg, were read.
Mr. Kaulback then asked the government

to lay on the4able a return showing the popu-
lation of the county of Shelburne in the years
1851 and 1861, exhibiting the relative increase
and decrease, and, if auy decrease has
oecurred, the causes which have led to it

In doing so he said he had no objection to
state his object in asking these questions;
he had turned his attention to the inequality
and injustice of the representation in the
house, which he hoped to have constructed on
a more equitable basis—that of population.
He could not see why the county of Shelburne
with a population of only one half that of the
county he had the honor to represent, and
shewing only an increase of forty-six in ten
years, should have the same number of mem-
bers. He did not believe that either the gov-
ernment or the members of that county could
shew him on what grounds that county could
claim it. Surely not on the basis of wealth or
property; and it was well known that they
stood very low in the productions of the soil.

It is true, they were a great fish county,—but
even in that important branch of industry
they could not equal the county of Lunenburg.
The only thing he was ready to admit they
did excel is in sterility and rocks.
Mr. Miller asked why the hon. member

had not included Queen’s in the question. The
population of that county was not more than
half of that represented by Cape Breton, and
yet it had three members.
Mr. Locke said when the question of repre-

sentation came up legitimately before the house
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sufficient reasons would be given why Shel-

burne and Queens were entitled to have the
same representation as Lunenburg.
Mr. Jost did not think it necessary to trouble

the government for an answer to the enquiry,
since one could obtain the information from
the proper source. He found, on looking into

the subject, that Shelburne in ten years from
1851 to 1861 had only increased 51.

Mr. LeVesconte.—The lion, member who
asked the question of the government gave a
reason for the fact just mentioned, namely, the
sterility of the county.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said the government would

be obliged to refuse to lay on the table the in-

formation asked for. In the first place, the in-

formation in reference to the population of
Shelburne was already on the table. Again,
the government could not be expected to give
information which was not in their possession.

The Provincial Secretary at present could ng.
he spared to examine the county, and therefore
the hon. member must excuse the government
if they could not state the cause which had
led to the decrease of population in Shelburne.
Mr. Locke said that there was no doubt that

there had been a mistake in taking the census.
It was not probable that whilst Queen’s had
increased 2000, Shelburne should have fallen

off.

MISCELLANEOUS

.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to railway extension,
and in doing so stated that the Government
would be able to lay on the table, in a few days,
a resolution showing their policy on that ques-
tion.

Mr. Kaulback presented a petition from
the Commissioners of the school district of
Chester.
Mr. Archibald presented the petition of Mr.

A. McCurdy and other inhabitants of Clifton,

in Colchester, against the school bill of last

year.
Hon. Attorney General laid on the table the

memorial of a number of inhabitants of Port
Mulgrave, in the County of Guysboro, praying
for the appointment of a Stipendiary Magis-
trate. He stated that such an officer was
necessary in consequence of the number of
foreign A*essels that were constantly at that
port, and the affrays that were occurring. He
expressed his intention of introducing a short
bill in conformity with the prayer of the peti-

tion.

Mr. S. Campbell showed the necessity that
existed for the immediate appointment of such
an officer.

Hon. Mr. McFarlaue said the bill passed last
session in reference to the appointment of
Stipendiary Magistrates required amendment,
inasmuch as it took a year or a year and a half
to bring it into operation. He expressed his
intention of bringing in a short bill in amend-
ment.

THE SCHOOL BILL.
The house then went into committee on bills

and took up the bill to amend and in addition
to the school act of last session, and to ratify
and confirm proceedings thereunder.
Clause 3 was reconsidered; it reads as fol-

lows

—

“ If either of the said meetings shall decide,
under the terms and provisions of the said
chapter, to support by assessment one or more
schools for the remaining portion of the school

year, not to be less than five months, or for the
purchase of lands whereon to erect school-
houses, or for the building, renting, or repair-
ing of school -houses, the trustees shall forth-

with assess the amount on the inhabitants of
the section, by an equal rate, under the provi-
sion of section 26 of said chapter, but accord-
ing to the assessment roll for the year 1864,

and which shall be collected by Ithe Secretary
of the Trustees, or under his direction, by a
warrant signed by at least one of the Trustees,
and under the provision of said section 26 of
said chapter.”
On motion of Attorney General the above

clause was amended by adding to it the fol-

lowing words, “ but where subscription shall

be adopted as the means of support, assess-
ment shall not be resorted to.” “ The purchase
of,” inserted previous to words “ building, rent-

ing,” etc.

The 4th clause, providing assessment where
subscription failed, etc., was struck out.

The 6th clause was next taken up:—
6. Trustees shall have power to borrow mo-

ney for the purchase or impovement of grounds
for school purposes, and for the building, rent-

ing, or repairing of school houses
;
and the same

shall be a charge upon the inhabitants of the
section, and be raised by assessment and le-

vied and collected by equal annual instal-

ments.
“ Purchase of,” was inserted previous to

“ building, renting, &c.” The first line was al-

tered so as to read as follows:
—

“ Trustees shall

have power, on the vote and direction of the
meeting, to borrow any money authorized by
the said meeting. &c.”
Mr. Miller expressed himself in favor of a

two-third vote, and of tea days’ notice, but
did not press his motion.
The 7th clause was amended to read as fol-

lows:—
“ In any section where, previous to the passing

of the act
,
the amount provided, either by sub-

scription or assessment, for the support of the
school or schools therein for the current year,
or for the purchase of lands whereon to erect
school houses, or for the building, renting, or
repairing of school houses, is insufficient for §tli

or, either or any of the required purposes, the
trustees shall have power, on the approval of
the Inspector, to supplement the amount as-
sessed or subscribed therefor, by an assessment
on the inhabitants of the section.”

On the reading of the eighth clause the hon.
Atty. Gen. said that it would be necessary to
provide for cases where the schools had been
established and the assessment had not been
carried out, or the subscription had failed. He
would, therefore, move the following addition
to the eighth clause :

—

“ In cases where at meetings under the said
chapter provision has been made for the sup-
port of schools, or for any other of the pur-
poses in the next preceding section mentioned
by assessment, and the assessment has not
beeu made, or the subscription has failed, the
trustees shall have power to assess and collect

the amount thereof under the terms and pro-
visions of section three of this act.”

Considerable discussion ensued upon this
clause,—Mr. Miller, Mr. Longley and others
urging that too much power was placed in the
hands of the Trustees. As finally passed, the
acts of the Trustees were made subject to the
sanction of the three nearest Commissioners.
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The ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thir-

teenth clauses passed without amendment.
Hon. Attorney General said it would he

necessary to make some provision for the erec-
tion of school houses in the poorer districts.

He would therefore move the following clause,
to he added after the thirteenth—“ The Com-
missioners shall out of the grant for each half
of the current year, appropriate, upon the
recommendation of the Inspector, such por-
tions of the Provincial Grant as they may
deem proper to aid poor sections in providing
school houses, and they shall distribute the re-

mainder to such schools as have complied with
the law, according to the class of the teacher’s
license.”

Mr. Blanchard thought they might go a step
further, and allow the commissioners discretiou
to make some allowance to schools that were
in operation, but not under the present law.

—

He would therefore move this addition to the
clause :

—

“ Provided that the commissioners may in
their discretion, on the report of the Inspector,
give a proportion of the Provincial grant to the
teachers of any efficient school kept during
any part of the six months ending on the lstf’of

May next, though such schools may not have
been kept under the act of 1864.”

The Atty. Gen. doubted the policy of offer-

ing a premium to those who did not choose to
avail themselves of the law.

Mr. S. Campbell thought some such provision
should be made as suggested by Mr. Blanchard.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that where a strong case

was made out no inspector would refuse to re-
commend some aid.

Mr. Miller objected strongly to giving that
ower to any one man. He thought it should
e left with the commissioners.

Mr. Bill coincided in that view. The com-
missioners were a body of men who perform-
ed their duties without fee or reward, and
were superior to any influence which might
warp the judgment of others. They were bet-
ter acquainted with the wants of the people
than an inspector, who might be a perfect
stranger, and therefore they were the proper
persons to exercise this power.

Mr. Caldwell agreed with the observa-
tions of Mr. Bill. There could be no doubt that
the Commissioners were the persons who
should decide as to the requirements of the
district.

After some further discussion, the matter
was left open— the Government intimating
that they would modify the clause so as to

meet the views expressed.

Then the committee adjourned and reported
progress.

Mr. Archibald said that he understood
that the Railway Committee intended to visit

Truro on the following day for the purpose of
inspecting the rolling stock, and as a number
of the members wished to avail themselves of
the opportunity, he would suggest to the Go-
vernment that if there was no pressing busi-
ness the house should adjcurn over until Mon-
day. The Provincial Secretary agreed, and
the house accordingly adjourned until Monday
at 3 o’clock.

Monday, March 20.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from
Lingan, C. B., praying for a daily mail to
Sydney.
Mr. McKay presented a petition from Ro-

gers’ Hill, Dalhousie, Pictou, for additional
postal accommodation, and in doing so urged
the claims of petitioners.
Mr. Bourinot handed to the Financial Se-

cretary a memorial sent him, asking assistance
for a scow.

A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council, stating that they had passed a
bill to incorporate Trinity Church in Hali-
fax in connection with the Church of England;
and that they had agreed to a bill to alter the
time for holding the Sessions in the county of
Barrington, and ta the bill to amend the act
incorporating the Glace Bay Mining Company.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a report on

the Legislative Library.

RAILWAY EXTENSION.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a notice of

a resolution which the government propose to
move touching the extension of the railway, and
in doing so stated for the information of the
House, that it would be seen from the corres-
pondence on the table the proposal on the
part of the International Contract Com-
pany for the construction of the railway
was both in reference to the road from
Truro to the borders of New Brunswcick,
and to that from Windsor to Annapolis.
In both instances the proposal was outside of
the terms of the resolution which was proposed
by the government and sanctioned by the house
last winter. Under the resolution it was propos-
ed to give for the construction of these two lines
a subvention of 4 per cent, on £10,000 a mile
for the road from Truro to the border, and 4
per cent, on £6000 on that to the West. The
proposals on the table settled a point which
was left open in the resolution, and that was,
whether the payment of the entire subvention
should commence at the end of a year after
the commencement of the work instead of on
the amount of road built. They required that
the payment, which was a certain sum of
money per annum for twenty years, should
become payable at the close of a year from the
commencement of construction. The other
point was that the Province should take a sub-
scription

;
£100,000 worth of stock on the

Trunkline; that also varied very little from
the terms offered by the resolution. With re-
ference to Western extension, they required
that the expenditure required for bridging the
Avon should be borne by the Province. The
government believed that both of these propo-
sals was reasonable, and that the same policy
which induced the House at its last session to
pass the resolution for the construction of the
two lines in question would be again affirmed.
He then read the following resolution:—

“ Resolved
,
That the executive government

be authorized to secure the construction of the
lines of Railway from Truro to the borders of
New Brunswick, and from Windsor to Annap-
olis, upon terms not less favorable to the Prov-
ince than those offered on behalf of the Inter-
national Contract Company, as contained in
the papers now on the table of this House,
signed by Messrs. Livesey and Bate respect-
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ively
;
and the route and location of the respec-

tive lines of Railway to he approved by the
government. And the executive government
is hereby authorized to enter into contracts

upon such terms with any responsible party
for the construction of either or both of the
before-mentioned lines of Railway.”

MISCELLANEOUS.
Mr. Blanchard introduced a bill to incor-

porate the Mabou Coal Mining Company.
Mr. Archibald introduced a bill to incor-

8
orate the Commissioners of the Widows and
Orphan’s Fund of the Presbyterian Church of

the Lower provinces.
Mr. Parker presented a petition from D.

Cameron for money alleged to be sent through
the P. O.
Mr. Colin Campbell presented four peti-

tions:—One from 294: persons resident in Hills-

burg, praying for the establishment of a Post
Office

;
the second from the same place for a

special grant of money for a road
;
the third

from Digby in favour of a road from that coun-
ty to Shelburne

;
and the fourth from 82 inhabi-

tants of Digby town on Militia and Volunteer
business.

THE SCHOOL LAW.
On motion of the lion. Attorney General the

house went into committee and took up the
bill to amend and in addition to the School
Act of last session, and to satisfy and confirm
proceedings thereunder.

[The 14th clause was under consideration
when the house adjourned on Friday. Hon.
Attorney General had moved the following
clause in substitution:—“The Commissioners
shall out of the grant for each half of the cur-
rent year, appropriate, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Inspector, such portions of the Pro-
vincial Grant as they may deem proper to aid
poor sections in providing school houses, and
they shall distribute the remainder to such
schools as have complied with the law, accor-
ding to the class of the teacher’s license.”
Mr. Blanchard moved this addition to the

olause :

—

“ Provided that the commissioners may in
their discretion, on the report of the Inspector,
give a proportion of the Provincial grant to
the teachers of any efficient school kept during
any part of the six months ending on the 1st of
May next, though such schools may not have
been kept under the act of 1864.” The discus
sion that ensued to-day was as to whether the
power given above should be in the hands of
the Inspector or commissioners of schools.]
Hon. Atty. Genl. said that he was dispos-

ed to think that in all cases the inspector
would be inclined to recommend such schools
as should get a share of the money, and that to
alter the clause, as some gentlemen proposed,
would not work so satisfactorily.
Mr. Bill was opposed to giving the power

to any inspector in preference to the Commis-
sioners of Schools, who were best able to un-
derstand the wants of the country, and knew
every part of it. As far as his knowledge
went, it was through the inspector that school-
houses that had been private property were
taken away from the people—that three school-
houses were put into one district, and perhaps
two or three districts left without any. No
doubt it was a matter of surprise to some of
his constituents that he should vote against a
bill legalizing all the. acts of some inspector,

but he did so because he could not con-
scienciously do otherwise. He could never
agree to the proposition that the commission-
ers should consult the inspector, and be guid-
ed by his directions. The commissioners of
King’s county were composed of the Custos,
the Clerk of Peace, the Queen’s Attorney,
some four or five medical gentlemen, and the
Clerk of the Crown, a Doctor of Law, and a
number of honest intelligent farmers scattered
broadcast through the county—all good men
and true. They had no Attorney Gene*,
ral or Solicitor General, but they had in-
telligence and integrity enough, he' was
convinced, not only to transact the business
of King’s county, but that of Nova Scotia
itself. He had never seen any number of men
anywhere better qualified to govern the prov-
ince than the Commissioners of that county,
of which he was proud to acknowledge he stood
on the floors of the Legislature one of the re-
presentatives. The hon. Provincial Secretary
had insinuated that the language of some of
the petitions that came from King’s, against
the school act of last session, was not couched
in the terms they ought to have been

;
but he

could tell that hon. gentleman that they ema-
nated from a parent’s heart. Was it strange
that much indignation should be felt when
more than a thousand children that had form-
erly enjoyed the advantages of schools were
now idle? It was only the other day that he
received a note from a person entreating the
house to do something, for fifty pounds would
not pay the damage that had been done by idle
boys. The gentleman who wrote the petition
to which exception had been taken only ex-
pressed the feeling of the people generally; he
was a lawyer, and for industry, intelligence,
and integrity it would be difficult to find his
superior; for some thirty years he had been a
successful practitioner in the county where he
had been reared—he was eminently a lawyer
of the people, and appreciated their sentiments.
He would not dwell any further on the subject
on which he need hardly tell the house he felt
deeply interested, except to say again that to
require that the Commissioners should consult
some Inspector (supposing, of course, there was
such a man) on all occasions was an insult to
the intelligence of the country.
Dr. Hamilton said in respect to the Inspec-

tor, that he was born within some eight or ten
miles of Mr. Bill, that his father was born on
the farm adjoining; that he was educated under
the superintendence of Mr. Somerville; that he
taught school in various parts of Cornwallis,
and from the neighbourhood where he (Dr. H.)
resided he was called to take an important
position in the Model School at Truro. The
gentleman to whom he referred was Mr. Cal-
kin, a gentleman as well qualified in every
sence of term to occupy the responsible posi-
tion of Inspector as any one he knew. If any
error had arisen in respect to the school section s

it must have proceeded from an error of judg-
ment and nothing else. He also added that
Mr. Calkin had the assistance of Mr. G. Bar-
naby, and the Surveyor, in this matter of lay-
ing off the sections.
Mr. Bill trusted that no one would under-

stand him as speaking disrespectfully of a
gentleman whom he so highly esteemed as Mr.
Calkin. At the annual meeting an immense
number of people assembled, and almost every
man had a petition in his hand against the
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mode in which the districts had been laid off.

Even after two days earnest consideration, the
Commissioners could not attend to all the
petitioners. What he wished to urge was the
giving the Commissioners of Schools prefer-
ence over the Inspectors, in respect to mat-
ters of which the former must be supposed to
be the best judge.

Hon. Prov. Sec. did not imagine that any
person could expect that it was necessary, in
order to pass the bill, they should arrive at the
conclusion that an inspector or any body else
was infallible He regretted to hear that from
his lion, friend (Mr. Bill) that the proceedings
of the inspector had not met with general
favour in his county. No one could deny that
the Board of Commissioners was composed
of a very excellent and useful body of men
who have exhibited a great deal of pains-tak-
ing care on the subject of education, and
whose opinions were entitled to the highest
respect; although he believed it was the mis-
fortune of the government on one occasion
when a matter came as reference from the
county in question not to be able to take the
same view as the commissioners. This ques-
tion of school sections was of a most delicate
and difficult nature, and if his hon. friend
would look at the new bill now on the table
he would see that it would be satisfactorily
disposed of hereafter. If there had been any
want ofjudgment on the part of the inspector
in laying off the sections it could be arranged.
The clause under consideration only gave the
inspector the right of recommendation as being
familiar with the necessities and position of the
whole of the sections, and it was left t,o the com-
missioners to accept or reject it. The poorer
districts were going to receive the most sub-
stantial assistance in the shape of school-
houses.

Mr. Miller regretted that the hon. Attor-
ney General had not thought proper to alter
the clause since the bill was under considera-
tion on Friday last. He did not think it neces-
sary to make auy charge against inspectors as
a body, but no one could deny that it was en-
trusting them with a very great deal of power.
The appointment of these officers was of a
very delicate character, and it was not sur-
prising that in some instances men were select-
ed who did not possess the confidence of a
large body of the people. Since therefore such
might be the case would it not be advisable to
withdraw from these men the large power
iven them under the bill, and entrust it to a
ody who enjoyed the confidence of the people.

"Where a number of commissioners decided on
a matter of this sort, the decision would carry
with it much weight. Under this conviction
he moved that the words “ on the report of the
inspector” be struck out, and that power be
given to the commissioners to divide, in their
own discretion, the money eitheir for the sup-
port of schools, or for the building of school-
houses in the poorer districts.

Hon. Prov. Secy, said that the clause in
question did not give the Inspector the power
of disposing of one shilling, but he had only to
make a recommendation to the Commissioners,
who would either act upon, or reject it, as they
might consider most advisable. All that he
desired was that the House should take such a
course as would be most advantageous to the
poorer districts.

Mr. Locke did not see why the Commission-
ers should not be permitted to manage this
matter for the short period to which the present
bill had application.
Mr. Miller said that without the recom-

mendation of the Inspector no money could be
appropriated; so the power, after all, was in
his hands rather than in those of the Commis-
sioners. He urged strongly the necessity of
withdrawing so large a power from men who
might use it injuriously at times.
Mr. S. Campbell expressed his desire to

look favorably upon those who have been
teaching school bona fide though not acting un-
der the provisions of the law. He would be
very sorry if such parties should be excluded
from participation in the grant. As regards
the clause itself he did not care personally,
but, nevertheless, looking at the 'matter in a
broad light, he believed there was good reason
why it should be left in the hands of the Com-
missioners.
Hon. Prov. Sec. reiterated th^ opinion that

the Inspector was the most competent person
to deal with the matter in question, inasmuch
as he must naturally know what would be
agreeable, not only to the community immedi-
ately around him, but to the whole county.
They were perfectly familiar with the counties
in which they were acting.
Mr. Archibald was in favor of a uniform

system, but the few remarks he made were in-
audible.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the hon. gentle-

man had anticipated some remarks he intend-
ed to make. Under the law the Inspector
would have to make his report of all the
schools entitled to the grant. But there was
no provision made for a return of schools not
acting under the law. It was only by the in-
vestigation of some person, that the Commis-
sioners could know anything about these
schools. He had ho doubt that if the inspec-
tor was not allowed to deal with the matter,
but the commissioners were to have it all to
themselves, one schoolmaster would get a
grant on one principle, and another man on
another; in fact, there would be no uniform
system. He was a favour of considering fa-
vourably the claims of those schools that the
inspectors could recommend. He thought the
government had already yielded a great deal
and he did not see any reason for adopting the
amendment proposed.
Mr. Blanchard in reference to the amend-

ment proposed by him on Friday evening

—

which was to the effect—that schools actually
in operation, although not under the act

—

should receive aid upon the “ report of the In-
spector,” consented that it should be upon the
recommendation of the Inspector.
Mr. Parker expressed himself as decidedly

opposed to the power being left in the hands of
the Inspector. That officer was of all persons
the most unfitted for the position—He thought
that if he was left to judge that great difficulty

would be experienced in obtaining the proper
disposition of the money.
Mr. Miller’s motion to strike out, “ upon

the recommendation of the Inspector—and to
give the power to the Commissioners—was
then put and lost by a large majority.
Hon. Atty, Genl. moved an addition to the

sixth clause (which gives the trustees power to
borrow money for school purposes), making it

apply to cases winch have occurred during the
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last sir months, and enabling trustees to return
moneys in cases.where a part of the subscribers
have paid and the remainder have failed.

After some slight discussion, the policy of
the amendment was agreed to, and the Atty.
Genl. intimated that he would put the clause
into proper shape.
Hon. Atty. Gent,, said difficulties had arisen

in some localities, as regards land required for
the erection of sclioolhouses— persons had re-

fused to sell their landmpon any terms
;
and he

would now move a clause authorizing the trus-
tees, under certain restrictions, to take such
land for the purposes required. The hon. gen-
tleman read a clause to that effect.

Hon. Fin. Sec. explained that the principle
was the same as in cases where the necessities
of the public service required that private lands
should be taken for roads.
Mr. LeVesconte considered that the pro-
osed law was very arbitrary in its character,
t enabled trustees to take possession of the

pleasure or ornamented grounds of a private
gentleman for public purposes.
Hon. Atty. Gen. and hon. Fin. Sec. re-

plied that al; hough that was possible under the
law, it was highly improbable such a course
would be pursued. The law required not only
that the three trustees must concur, but their
proceedings must be sanctioned by the board
of commissioners, so that it was most unlikely
that the inj ustice alluded to would be com-
mitted.
After a few further remarks the Attorney

General said that he would ask that the bill

should remain in committee until the next
day, as he wished to perfect soijie of the
clauses.
The following bills were then taken up and

passed : To incorporate the Cambridge Coal
Mining Company, to authorize the appoint-
ment of a harbor master at Sydney, to incor-
porate the Scotia Lodge of Free Masons at
Canning, to amend the act to incorporate the
Yarmouth bank.
Then the committee adjourned and reported

progress.
THE SUPREME COURT.

Mr. S. MacDonnett introduced a bill to
alter the time of holding the courts on the Cape
Breton Circuit. The hon gentleman explained
thst the object of the bill was to make the
spring term of the court terminate at Port
Hood and the autumn term at Sydney.
Mr. Mitler could not see any necessity for

the change. In his experience, which extend-
ed over ten years, there was a larger docket of
causes at Arichat than at any other place on
that circuit.

Mr. Bourinot said he thought it would in-
terfere with the arrangements of the Judges, as
regards the route of travel. It would in effect
oblige them to retrace their steps, instead of
as now taking up the places in their regular
course.
The bill was read a first time.

SUPPORT OF THE POOR.
Hon. Fine. Secy, introduced a bill to amend

chap. 80 Revised Statutes, of the settlement
and support cf the Poor, the provisions of
which he would explain on the second reading

RAILWAY COMMITTEE.
Mr. Tobin reported from the Railway Com-

mittee. In reference to a paragraph contained
in it, as to the non-erection of a blacksmith

shop and forge at Richmond, which had been
recommended in a previous report.
Hon. Fine. Secy, explained that the reason

why this had not been done, was because it

was considered inexpedient to incur any very
large expense at Richmond, while the question
remained in doubt as to whether the position
of theBterminus would not be changed, in view
of the proposed Railway extension.
Mr. Parker strongly urged the necessity

for increased station accommodation at Shu-
benacadie. He also alluded to the unsafe
state of railway fences; many of them were
prostrate for miles; while others were as use-
less from want of proper gates.

MISCELLANEOUS.
The Fine. Sec. said he wished shortly to

lay the estimates on the table, and he there-
fore hoped that committees having money
claims before them would report without de-
lay.
Mr. C. J. Campbell presented a petition from

Alexander MeCaskill and a number of others
against assessment for schools.
Mr. Donkin introduced a bill to amend the

Jury law.
Mr. S. Campbell recommended that all

amendments made this Session in the new
edition of the Revised Statues be embodied in
one act, as was done with the last edition.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock

next day.

Tuesday, 21st March, 1865.

The House met at 3 o’clock.
Mr. King presented four petitions signed by

200 persons, resident in Hants, against Confe-
deration.
Mr. Blanchard, a petition for a way office

at Port Hood Island.
Mr. Bill, three petitions numerously signed

from Western Cornwallis, praying that no im-
mediate action be taken in reference to Con-
federation.
Mr. Allison handed to the Financial Secre-

tary a petition to His Excellency the Lieut.-

Governor, in reference to a dam.
MABOU HARBOUR.

The Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a re-
port from Mr. Perley on Mabou Harbour.
Mr. S. McDonnell said that he imagined

there were very few individuals around the
benches who were acquainted with the Har-
bour referred to. If the bar that now obstruc-
ted the entrance were removed, a very great
boon would be conferred upon that side of the
island. The country that surrounded the
place in question was a fine agricultural dis-
trict, one of the best in the island

;
and if the

improvements suggested were made, it would
contribute largely to the advancement of the
whole country. The expenditure required was
large, but the work would fully warrant it.

Mr. Blanchard was greatly in hopes that
the Mining Companies that are now engaged
in opening up Mines in the neighborhood
would be very willing to contribute largely to
the construction of so desirable a work. If it

could be not immediately carried on by the
government he trusted that the time would
soon come when it would be.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Hon. Mr. Shannon presented the petition

of W. C. Silver and others in Halifax in refer-

ence to the license law in the city of Halifax.
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Mr. S. Smyth presented a petition from a
number of the inhabitants of Inverness against
the Union of the Colonies and the school bill.

Mr. Archibald asked the government to

lay on the table certain information which
would enable him .to make comparisons be-
tween the trade returns of 1863 and 1864.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table state-

ments explanatory of the financial position of
Canada, and a comparison thereof with the po-
sition of the other British North American Co-
lonies, issued by the department of the minis-
ter of finance, Canada.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane, from the committee

to whom was referred the petition of James
Barron, reported in favor of giving him $80—
which report was received and adopted by the
house.

BEAR RIVER BRIDGE.
Mr. Archibald presented a petition very

numerously signed by inhabitants of Bear
River, praying the House not to take any
further steps towards the completion of a
bridge on the ground that it was an obstruc-
tion to the navigation of that river. The hon.
gentleman

,
in doing so, stated that it was not

often the inhabitants of any place combined to

so large an extent to prevent the expenditure
of a large sum of public money, and that they
did so in the present case showed that they
must have strong reasons for the course they
had taken. He knew nothing about the loca-
lity in question, but he felt that the House had
a right to attach no inconsiderable weight to

the statements of a petition that was so largely
signed. If it were true that the bridge was an
obstruction to the trade and shipbuilding at
the place in question, that its importance as a
harbour of refuge were injured, then the pray-
er of the petitioners was deserving of most
serious consideration.

Mr. Stewart Campbell said that parties
who resided on this river which was naviga-
ble were, entitled to its free and uninterrupted
intercourse. In his opinion the erection of the
bridge had been premature

;
it was a nuisance

which parties affected by it could abate if they
pleased. It might be said that it was proposed
to have a draw constructed on the river, but
that did not meet the difficulty without legis-

lation, for the people on it were entitled to its

entire use. Therefore until legislation took
place, doing away with the common-law rights
which these parties possessed, the erection was
illegal.

Mr. Longley regretted that his hon. collea-
gue was not present, as he was more intimate-
ly acquainted with the subject than himself,
but he would state for the information of the
iiouse that the bridge was not only an advan-
tage to one, but two or three counties. He be-
lieved it saved some seven or eight mles on
one of the most hilly roads in the province.
Persons had been detained at the ferry for
hours, and at times passed over at the hazard
of their lives. He was of opinion that the ma-
jority of the people were in favour of the
bridge and that it did not interfere to any seri-

ous extent with the rights or interests of indi-
viduals.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the subject of
building the bridge had been before the house
for twenty years. It was urged as a great
public necessity to the travelling public in the

west, and not with reference to the convenience
of some few individuals in Digby or Annapo-
lis. He had himself been detained for some
hours at the ferry, and knew the bridge was
most desirable. Although every attention
should be given to the feelings of individuals
whose convenience might to some extent be
impaired, yet he thought the interests of the
general public should be first considered. The
same objection that had been raised in the
present instance could be urged with reference
to the bridge at New Glasgow, where a far
larger number of vessels were built. He was
inclined to doubt if the availability of the
place as a harbor of refuge had been destroy-
ed. He thought there might be some want of
legislation in the matter as the hon. member
for Guysborough had intimated, but he took it

for granted that if the work was finished, a
bill could be introduced into either branch of
the legislature, in order to prevent persons
destroying public property in the shape of the
bridge. He referred to the case of the Thames,
where the bridges were very frequent, and
ended by expressing his belief that the draw
that was contemplated would be sufficient for
all the requirements of the petitioners.

Mr. Blanchard said that the question to
consider was, whether the government ought
to invade the rithts of private individuals?
He contended that the parties had rights
which could not be set aside without the con-
stitutional and legal course having been taken.
The New Glasgow bridge had been built long
before a ship was built above it; but the peti-
tioners declared the erection of the bridge at
Bear River was positively injurious to the
interests that now existed. They had a perfect
right to the free navigation of the river. He
knew an instance of a bridge having been
built across the Bras d’Or and an individual
came and destroyed it, and it was never re-

built.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane considered that a
draw in the bridge would answer all the re-

quirements of the people, and alluded to the
fact that there were numerous instances all

over the face of the province where bridges
actually crossed even the mouth. He consi-
dered that private rights should give way to
the public interests. He remembered how
strenuously the erection of the present under-
taking had been pressed upon the considera-
tion of the house and government for years.
This was the first time that these petitioners
had come forward in opposition to the work;
and he was curious to know why they did not
express their sentiments at th<» time it was
about being constructed, and before any large
expenditure of public money had been in-

curred.

Mr. Archibald said that it was urged
the entire property owned by the people
was rendered valueless to a large extent. If
there was so large an opposition to the erection
of the bridge,—if the people at the spot showed
that they were injured, ought not the House to
pause before proceeding further. If was the
duty of the government, under existing cir-

cumstances, to find out how far the statements
of the petitioners were correct, and be govern-
ed accordingly.
Mr. Miller was not at all surprized at the

discussion, for he looked upon it as a result of
the policy of last session. The House had be-
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fore it the question of a great public work, and
in order to carry it, it was necessary to subsi-

dize the western counties to an enormous ex-

tent. He was not surprised that the only gen-

tleman in the house who appeared to take any
interest in the work in question, and tried to

justify it, was the hon. Railway Commissioner,
and even he “ damned it with faint praise,”

and was desirous of throwing the responsibility

upon his hon. colleague. If the undertaking
was of such great importance why did not the

western members come up and try to justify

the expenditure? The hon. members for Guys-
boro and Inverness had placed the question in

its true light, when they said that any person
whose rights have been interfered with by the

obstruction caused to the navigation of the
river, would be justified in removing it. Had
the money for this erection, which appeared to

cause such great dissatisfaction, been expend-
ed in the St. Peter’s Canal, he was sure no
complaints would have arisen.

Mr. Longley said what the hon. member
for Colchester passed over, the hon. member
for Richmond took up. Nothing but the strong
claims that the undertaking had upon the wes-
tern members had secured the grant for its

construction. He was not aware of any in-

ducement to vote for that great public work
the Pictou Railway, and he never saw a mo-
ment when he was not prepared to justify it on
its own merits.
Mr. Archibald suggested that the hon.

gentleman might have been influenced by the
government in power in his conduct respecting
the railway.
Mr. Longley—There might be something in

that,', but at all events he had voted for the
work on its own merits. He thought it was
only a minority that was at the head of the
present movement, and that a very large ma-
jority were in favor of the erection. He was
not aware of any damage or injury that had
been caused to the petitioners. In looking at

the petition he found that it contained only 253
names- of persons who, as he conceived, had
any right to express any opinion. Persons li-

ving over at Granville might feel an interest

in the harbor, but they were far removed from
deriving any inconvenience from the bridge.

—

He was quite sure that 1000 names might have
been got in the same very populous district in

favor of the bridge, within forty-eight hours.

—

He was convinced the expenditure was a most
judicious one.
Mr. Miller thought the hon. member, in his

reference to the Pictou Railway, had been
rather unfortunate. Was it his principle to
oppose a measure, however good and desira-
ble, because Jit wah introduced by a Govern-
ment in whom hej had no confidence. Such a
principle would not commend itself to the
good sense of the House or of the country.
But there might be other reasons which influ-

enced the hon. gentleman in his course. Per-
haps, viewing matters from a different stand-
oint, from a Railway Commissioner’s office,

is principles and opinions had been consider-
ably modified. Some arguments were more
convincing than any that were heard on the
floors of the House.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that no doubt the peti-

tion presented to the House would receive the
most serious consideration of the Government.
As asserted by the hon Attorney General, the
subject of a bridge across the Bear River had

US

been a subject of agitation for years in the
House. At the last session of the Legislature,
the members of the Counties specially interest-
ed united in asking for the grant, and after it

had been allowed, notices were issued for ma-
terial for the bridge. Then was the time for
these parties, if they thought they were going
to be injured, to apply to the Government to
stop the construction of the undertaking. As
they had not done so, he thought that their ob-
servations at this moment were entitled to less
consideration than they would be otherwise
entitled to. He hoped that the petitioners
would not proceed recklessly to destroy the
bridge, after the remarks that had been made
by some gentlemen that day. He thought the
case of hardship must be very strong indeed
that could justify any set of men in a deci-
sion as to the legality or propriety of a public
undertaking. Looking at the petition, he did
not consider that the parties made out any
case. Neither shipbuilding nor trade was in-
terfered with, inasmuch as a draw afforded all
the accommodation required. The only ground
for a grievance was that the bridge destroyed
the harbor, and even that was disputed. It
would be found, he believed, on investigation,
that no injustice had been done to the commu-
nity, and that the bridge was necessary to the
Western Counties.
Mr. Archibald said that he held in his

hand a petition signed by 153 people, against
the erection of the bridge which was presented
last session. So it would be seen that at the
first opportunity they had, they availed them-
selves of the right of expressing their opinions
by petition. The hon. Financial Secretary
must admit that any obstruction that impeded
the free navigation of the river, without the
authority of law, was a nuisance that any
private individual has a right to abate. He
had always understood that the hon. member
for Annapolis ;was against Governments con-
structing railways at all; but he could under-
stand that that hon. gentleman might now
view things from a different stand point; he
had five or six hundred reasons for thinking
differently. At all events, he did not think it

right for any gentleman to support or oppose a
measure of public importance only with refer-

ence to the party that was in power.
Mr. Longley replied that he would have

scarcely thought it worth his while refuting the
remarksthat had been first made respecting the
railway if they had not been repeated by gen-
tlemen. He had not said that he would have
voted for the railway had another government
been in power. He meant that his views might
have been modified if there had been a better
government in power, but he had never assert-
ed that he had voted for the work because his
own friends were in office. When the hon.
member for Richmond made the statement he
hadj he thought it scarcely worth considering
for he imagined it was merely spoken in a spirit

of banter.
Mr. Miller said that he thought the house

had been told more than once that “ Rum and
Railways were the curse of Nova Scotia;” that
was the hon. member’s song for years y now he
admitted that his views in respect to railways
had undergone change, and it had been even
stated that he had also undergone a transfor-
mation in respect to the former. Substan-
tial reasons might exist for the course of the
hon. gentlemen and it was unnecessary, doubt-
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less, to mention them to the house. It was
well known that it required considerable in-

ducement to get the support of the hon. mem-
ber for thePictou Railway, and that certain
views he held on that and other questions had
been rapidly modified. The position of Chief
Raliway Commissioner—or as the hon member
for Colchester had said, five or fsix hundred
reasons had something to do with the hon. gen-
tleman’s course. It would be as well for him
at times to remember that there was no gen-
tleman in the house that occupied a more equi-
vocal position than himself, and that he should
be humble accordingly.
Mr. LeVesconte asked the Government to

lay on the table the petitions that were presen-
ted in favor of the Bear River bridge. He did
so, because he wished the house to justify his
course as Financial Secretary and member of
the Government in reference to this underta-
king.
Hon. Atty, Gen. referred to the action of the

Opposition in 1859, in reference to the Pictou
Railway. In that year Mr. Wilkins brought
in a resolution in favor of the work, and the
Government moved an amendment to defer it

until the finances of the country warranted its

construction. Then a resolution was introdu-
ced by Mr. Chambers, in which it was stated
that “ in the opinion of the House the road
should be extended to Pictou with the least
possible delay, as soon as the management of
our public affairs passed into other hands, and
the work could be economically and efficiently
conducted.” So it would be seen that, in the
opinion of Mr. Archibald aud his friends, the
construction of the railway was a question inti-

mately connected with the iiarty that might be
in power. The hon. gentleman should have
remembered this when he referred to the hon.
member for Annapolis.
He (the Attorney General) could easily

imagine how many of these persons who sign-
ed this petition, censuring the government now
that they had got the money, would have been
equally ready to have signed another, blaming
the government, if they had not granted it.

The advantages of this work had been advo-
cated not only by the friends of this govern-
ment, but by those of the late as well. Look-
ing at it therefore in all its bearings, he was not
disposed to look upon the petition as reflecting
the sentiments of the majority of the inhabit-
ants.
Mr. Killam said that the question of the

Bear River bridge had been long talked
about, ancUffiere was no doubt the want of it

had obstructed travel to the westward to a
great extent. Inconvenience had been felt in
that way, and inconvenience would result to
some after it was constructed—the question
was whether the advantages did not overba-
lance the disadvantages. There was no doubt
that the bridge should be built with the most
improved draw, so as to allow the passage of
vessels.
Mr. Archibald would remind the Attorney

General that the work was being carried on
without the sanction of law. There was no law
on the statute-book to authorize its construc-
tion. He could assure that hon. gentleman that
he was entirely mistaken in supposing that in
presenting this petition he was casting any cen-
sure upon the government. He thought there
was enough upon the face of it to warrant them
in pausing until they had investigated the
facts

Mr. Whitman, (who was indistinctly heard,)
was understood to say that many of the names
signed to the petition were of those interested
in vessels, and others who were influenced by
the idea that if the bridge was built the price
of exports would be reduced, and that obstruc-
tion would be offered to vessels coming in to
trade. He would explain that it was intended
to have a draw forty feet wide, which would
be amply sufficient to admit all vessels built
there, and it was proposed to admit them free
of charge. The harbor wrould not be injured,
as stated in the petition, and if he had known
this discussion would have been brought up
he would have been prepared with a certificate
from a number of ship-masters to that effect.

This work had been petitioned for for the last
15 years, and any one who had travelled over
the road would understand the advantages to
be derived from iWforming as it did the con-
necting link in the route between Halifax and
Yarmouth.
Hon. Mr. Shannon said this was just like

many other cases where people sign their
names against a thing which they afterwards
approve of, and he had no doubt after this
work was completed the very people who now
petitioned against it would be loudest in its fa-
vor. Just as upon the great question of Con-
federation many persons had petitioned against
it thinking it was going to injure them; but he
was confident that when the great work was
accomplished they would be satisfied with it.

Mr. McLelan said that the number of peti-
tioners against this bridge had increased three
fold since last year, and he had no doubt that
before next year the petitioners against Confe-
deration would increase in the same ratio.
There was another matter which had grown
out of this question to which he would like to
draw the attention of the government. Enor-
mous sums of money were spent from time to
time upon the bridges of the country and after
a very few years they fell into decay. In his
own county some £700 had been spent on a
bridge which only lasted six years. He would
like to invite the attention of the house to an
improvement in their construction, which had
been successfully tried in the district in which
he resided. It was to have the lower stringers
of iron instead oi wood. This vras a great im-
provement, and rendered them much more du-
rable. He would suggest to the government
that they should import from England iron
manufactured for the purpose in a certain way
so as to be ready to be linked together.
Mr. Churchill said that the subject was

one of great importance. He did not approve
of the combination of iron and w'ood, but he
thought if the bridges were covered they would
last much longer.

Mr. Blackwood approved of the suggestion
of the member for the North Riding of Col-
chester. There was no doubt it would be a
very great improvement over the present mode
of construction, and he thought a special com-
mittee should be appointed to report upon this
subject.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that the subject was

well worthy of the attention of a committee of
the house. He had the pleasure of seeing a
bridge near the Acacian jyon mines construct-
ed in the manner alluded :to by the member for

Colchester, and he believed it tended largely
to redi

pense
ice, the cost of construction and the ex-
of inaiutenancs. He \g^ild recommend



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 115

that a special committee he appointed to con-
sider the subject..

The following gentlemen were named as the
committee:—Messrs. McLelan, Killam, MeFar-
lane, D. Eraser, and Ross.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Mr. Longley moved that the bill to esta-

blish an asylum for inebriates be referred to a
special committee, and in doing so he would
remark that since its introduction he had ascer-
tained that in the Washington Home Institu-

tion 251 had been admitted during the last year,
and of these 150 had been reclaimed and re-

stored to society. He believed that the institu-

tion conld be started at a small expense, and
he was glad to find that the subject had been
favorably entertained by the press.
Mr. Miller enquired whether the bill con-

tained any clause relating to the guardianship
of the property of inebriates.
Mr. Longley believed it did.

After a few further remarks the bill was re-

ferred to a special committee consisting of
Messrs. Longley, Miller, Hamilton, Archibald,
Brown, Tobin, and LeVesconte.
Hon. Mr. Shannon, from committee on pri-

vate bills, reported the following:—To author-
ize the trustees of the Baptist church at Yar-
mouth to £ell lands : to incorporate the Cape
Breton coal mining company

;
to add an elec-

toral district in Halifax county.
Mr. Archibald asked the government to

lay upon the table all the information in their

possession as to the proposed cost of the rail-

road from Truro to Pictou.
The house resolved itself into committee on

bills and resumed the consideration of the
school bill.

Hon. Atty. Gen. slightly amended the sixth
clause at the instance of the member for Y ar-

mouth. The time over which the assessment
was to be levied was limited to five years. He
then read the clauses which he proposed to add,
and which werediscussed on a previous day—
giving the trustees power in cases where per -

sons refused to dispose of their lands for the
erection of school houses, to take possession of
them under certain guards and restrictions.

After some discussion the clause was lost

upon division.
An addition was made to the 14th clause,

which is the one ratifying the proceedings of
meetings informally held—providing that it

shall only apply to cases where schools have
been established and put in operation. An
amendment of Mr. Blanchard that the section
should not apply to non-residents in the dis-

trict, was also adopted.
Hon. Fin. Sec. moved a clause to the effect,

that where school houses have been built by a
few persons originally, the trustees before ob-
taining possession of them must reimburse the
original owners.
After some little discussion the consideration

of the clause was left over and the remaining
clauses passed with the understanding that

any gentleman could move to reconsider them
on the next day.
Then the committee adjourned and reported

progress.
Hon. Pro. Sec. gave notice that, for the pur-

pose of expediting the business of the house, it

would meet in future every evening, except
Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Wednesday, March 22nd.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Locke presented a petition from a mail
courier in Shelburne asking for a change of
mail route.
A message was received from the Legisla-

tive Council stating that they had agreed to a
bill to incorporate the Acadia Boot and Shoe
Manufacturing Company, and to the bill to in-

corporate Mirfc Bay Harbour Company, and
had passed a bill to change the names of
William Henry, Dorcas, and Frances Ann
Henderson.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table a petition

from J. F. Phelan, B. Wier, and others, asking
for aid towards the Boston and Colonial
Steamship line, plying between Halifax, Bos-
ton, and Charlottetown. Also the petition
of James King, B. Wier, and others asking for
aid towards a steamer between Liverpool and
Arichat, &c.

river fisheries.
Mr. Donkin asked the government whether

they had taken any action on the report last
session of the committee in reference to the
River Fisheries and obtained information in
respect to fish ladders.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that the subject

had been under the consideration of the gov-
ernment, and having made enquiries, they
found that Colonel Laurie had brought out a
drawing of a fish ladder, in reference to which
an expression of opinion was sought from a
society which exists here for the purpose of
protecting the river fisheries. He had now a
model in his office of this ladder which he
would present to the house shortly, and which,
he Relieved, would work admirably.

UNION OF THE COLONIES.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a reporUon.

the deep sea and coast fisheries of Ireland.
""

Also the following resolution which would
be moved at a future day :

—

“Whereas under existing circumstances an
immediate Union of the British American Co-
lonies has become impracticable, and whereas
a legislative Union of the Maritime Provinces
is desirable whether the larger Union be ac-
complished or not

:

“ Therefore Resolved, That in the opinion ot
the House the negotiations for the Union of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and P. E. Is-
land should be renewed in accordance with
the resolution introduced at the last Session-of
the Legislature.”

CITY BILL.
Mr. Pryor introduced a bill entitled an act

to enable the City of Halifax to purchase real
estate. In answer to an enquiry from Mr.
Tobin he stated that the City had determined
to buy property belonging to the estate of the
late Hon. W. Black, where they keep the office

of the water works.
Mr. Tobin said he did not think the City of

Halifax wanted a very large office to transact
business in connection with the water works.
It was about time to look carefully after such
expenditures. No doubt there was a very iR-
telligent and influential body of men in the
City of Council, but sometimes they might be
acted apon by their constituents. There was
already a bill before the House to borrow a
certain sum of money to pay off some debt; in
fact, it was only substituting one debt for
another. He found the debt was extending
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faster than the city itself. The taxes were al-

ready very high, and increasing every day. In
fact, it was becoming very expensive to live in
the city of Halifax. The hon. gentleman con-
cluded by showing the insufficiency of the sum
allotted to departmental officers of the govern-
ment to live in a city where the cost of living
was so dear.
Mr. Pryor suggested the propriety of allow-

ing the bill to go to Committee where the par-
ties interested in it could give reasons for its

introduction.
Mr. C. J. Campbell presented a petition

from 116 inhabitants of Little Crossing, Vic-
toria, against Confederation and the school
bill.

THE SCHOOL, LAW.
The house then went into committee and

passed the bill to amend and in addition to

the school law of last session, and to ratify

and confirm proceedings thereunder, the
amendment proposed by hon. James McDon-
ald on a previous day not having been pressed.

THE LICENSE LAW.
The bill to amend Chap. 19 R. S. of Licenses

for the sale of Intoxicating Liquors was then
taken up.
Mr. Blanchard stated in reference to the

first clause that the statute of 1863 defined the
amount of penalties to be imposed upon par-
ties for breach of the license law, for the first

offence $10, for the second $20, for the third,

$40, &c. The present bill in place of that gave
the power to the magistrates in their own dis-

cretion not to impose a fine less than $10
and not more than $50 for each offence.
Mr. Archibald doubted the policy of alter-

ing the present law in the way proposed, un-
less there could be good reason shown for it.

Hon. Atty. Gen. pointed out the difficul-

ties that prevented the satisfactory working of
the present law. He was in favor of the policy
of allowing the magistrates to impose the fine

according to the circumstances of the case. He
approved of it because there were cases where
one man ought to be fined $10 and another
twice as much. The clerk of the license, under
the law, was the person who selected the two
magistrates to act, and it was most proba-
ble that the selection would be in the interests
of the law.
Mr. Tobin said that it would be well if gen-

tlemen read the bill as a whole before attack-
ing it in detail. The law on the statute book
had been found so arbitrary that it had defeat-
ed itself, and he had himself presented a peti-

tion for the purpose of amending it. It was
sent from Tangier and was very numerously
signed. It complained that places for the sale
of intoxicating liquor had sprung up in all di-

rections, and it was well known to most gen-
tlemen in the house that this was a fact. Sev-
eral magistrates, not only of this, but of ad*,
joining counties, had said that there was no
possibility of getting convictions under it—no
one would inform—it was so severe.

. Under
these circumstances he got leave from the house
to introduce a bill on the subject, and had it

referred to|3a committee, to which the hon.
member for Annapolis who always took a deep
interest in the question belonged. That hon.
gentleman himself confessed that the law
to a certain extent defeated its object. There
was a clause in the bill which provided that
any officer with the authority of a magistrate
between sunset and sunrise could enter into

any suspected house and there search, and
bring the parties to justice if they had violated
the law. He was informed on very good au-
thority that the practice of not granting licen-
ses had done a vast amount of injury
to the country, and that it was by far
the wisest policy to give a license, not to many
houses, but to some respectable individual. If
gentlemen would read the bill they would see
that it was consistent in all its clauses. In
granted licenses within any gold district. He
believed that the law had failed also in respect
to such places. There were at this moment
licensed houses, and a large number without
any license, selling liquor, within the limits of
a proclaimed gold district.

Mr. Ross said that his great objection to
leaving the matter to the magistrates was that
in some parts of the country you find magis-
trates themselves selling liquor without licen-

se, and even the members of the house of As-
sembly.
Mr. Longley was of opinion that any per-

son who would take the pains of examining
the license law would see that it was founded
upon the supposition that the people them-
selves were anxious to put down the sale of
intoxicating liquors, and providing that as-
sumption was correct the amended law of 1863
was futly adapted to effect the purpose . It

must depend upon the sentiment of the
people themselves if it was to be effectu-
al. He must say that whilst some part
of the bill introduced by the hon. mem-
ber of Halifax commended itself to his
judgment, he thought its passage would not
improve the existing law, for just as you put
in a little clause here and there you ran the
risk of making the statute inconsistent and
confessed throughout. There was nothing to
prevent any polling district saying whether
there should or should not be liquor sold with-
in its limits. The present law from which so
much was hoped had failed to some extent to
effect the object in view becatflse it was left to
the sentiment and determination of the people
to carry it out. He believed that all legisla-

tion that stopped short of prohibition was un-
sound. The hon. member for^Inverness had
stated that the law was improved in the first

clause. He was of opinion, however, himself
that the clause of the law of 1863, which gave
a graduated scale of fines, was preferable to
leaving the matter in the discretion of the
magistrates. The penalties had been fixed in
the act of 1863 in consequence of the represen-
tation of those who had large experience in the
matter. The man who violated the law three
or four times was certainly entitled to a
heavier penalty than one who had offended
but once.
Mr. Blanchard said he had rendered to

the hon. member for Annapolis all the assist-
ance in his power when the License Law was
passed in a previous session of the House.
His experience, however, of the working of
the act had proved to him that it required
some amendment in certain particulars. He
then went on to point out several instances
which had been brought to his knowledge in
his legal practice of the unsatisfactory manner
in which the present law worked. The t ame
difficulties, however, he believed, would not
arise now under the new bill because a person
convicted of selling without a license w ould
have to be fined a certain sum for each offence.
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It was not always wise to leave matters in the
discretion of the magistrates, hut in the pre-
sent instance he thought it advisable.
Mr. Stewart Campbell, in allusion to a

dispute that arose between Mr. Blanchard and
other legal gentlemen, as to the decision of the
Judges in respect to some appeal in a license
case, said that what had transpired that day
ought to be a sCirong hint to the government
to provide some means for reviving the report-
ing of the decisions of the Supreme Court;
that was a matter in which not only legal gen-
tlemen, but magistrates and the whole country
were interested.
Mr. Archibald said as the law now stood,

the matter of fines was not left in the discre-

tion of the magistrates. The moment the of-

fence was perpetrated the punishment follow-
ed; but if the present bill was passed, he
could see that the object in • view would
not be subserved. Suppose the Clerk of
License was a great temperance man, and
was desirous of enforcing the law, he would
naturally go to the most extreme temperance
magistrate, and the result would be that the
offender would be fined to the utmost extent.
Suppose, on the other hand, that the clerk of
license happened to be of different feelings

—

was of opinion that the law was too strict, he
would go to a magistrate of the same senti-

ments as himself, and the guilty party would
be leniently treated. So it would seem that
two offences of a similar character would be
treated in the one case as highly penal, and in
the other as of very slight importance. Was it

•right that an offence which was punished in
’Hants by a fine of $10 should be estimated at

$50 in Colchester? Yet such was the natural
consequences of the present bill. There was
much force in the observations made by the
lion, member for Inverness and the hon. Attor-
ney General, but the discussion that had taken
place that day would remove the difficulties

that had occurred as to the meaning of the law
to a large extent. The moment it was under-
stood after the present discussion that when-
ever an offender was punished by a conviction
that atoned for all the past offences, no magis-
trate could bring an action in reference to a
case which had occurred previously to the one
in which punishment had followed. He was
of opinion that the men who were sent to the
Legislature to make laws should be the persons
to award the punishment, and he was of opin-
ion that the less discretion there was left to the
mere executors of the law the better. It was
not right to give such discretion to those who
might themselves be violators of the law, or
who might look upon the offence as of a
very unimportant character. He express-
ed his surprize at the fact that a clause
was introduced into the act by which
the issue of licenses in a gold district

would be permitted. As the law now stood, if

the majority of the inhabitants were in favor
of issuing licenses, they could do so

;
but it was

stated by the hon. member for Halifax, that
there were cases at this moment in the limits
of the gold district of parties selling under
licenses. They were just as much violators of
the law as if they were without any licenses
at all. The policy of the house had been to
keep away from temptation bodies of men
who were separated from their families and
were without the ordinary means of enjoy-
ment. The hon. gentleman went on to argue

against the amendment proposed, and con-
cluded by saying, that he did not deny that
the probability was, our ’’existing law went
in the direction of too great stringency, and
whilst he was disposed to concede any amend-
ment that was desirable, he was not prepared
to put it in the power of a magistrate to give
his decision according to his opinions on the
subject of temperance.
Mr. Tobih said that he was not wedded to

any particular clause in the bill, but an influ-

ential magistrate in the county of Hants had
called his attention to the present state of the
law, and had stated that the law now on the
statute book defeated itself, and was not nearly
as effective as the old law. As to the clause
referring to the granting of licenses in gold
districts, he would say that there was a petition

on the table signed by two Justices, a num-
ber of proprietors of gold mines at Tangier,
and other respectable persons in the outlying
districts, praying that one tavern be licensed
in the district. There must be some necessity
for it

;
and it seemed to be the proper mode to

have some one person licensed who would be
responsible; instead of as at present, where
many were in the habit of selling, and none
were responsible to the proper authorities for

the manner in which their houses were kept.
He thought the provisions of this bill met the
difficulty. It had received the approval of the
members of the committee to whom it was re-

ferred, who were better qualified to pass an
opinion upon it than he was, and he trusted
that it would receive theattention of the house.
Mr. Parker regretted that the member for

Halifax had revived this question of granting
licenses in Gold districts, when it had been
settled, and wisely settled as he thought, be-
fore. If one tavern was licensed the evil

would not stop there—others would be sup-
plied from it, and he knew of an instance in
point. The German Gold Companies, which
were doing the largest amount of business in

the province, had adopted a very wise system
of discharging every man from their employ
who used intoxicating liquors. He thought,
therefore, that the law in that respect should
remain as it was,—and as to the other part
which referred to fines, in his opinion it would
be far better to make them specific, and not
leave them discretionary with the Magistrates.
Mr. McLelah said that about as much

time had beenfoccupied in the discussion of
this question, since he had been in the house,
as had been given to any other subject that
had engaged its attention. He was in hopes
that when the sliding scale of fines, which is

now the law, was adopted that the matter
would have rested there, but it appeared that
difficulties had arisen in carrying out the law,
and it was now proposed to leave the mat-
ter of fines in the {discretion of the Magis-
trates. He thought this was unwise because
in addition to the possibility of their sympa-
thies going with the offender and inducing
them to impose the lowest fine, they were
influenced by the fear of incurring his dis-

pleasure if they imposed a heavy fine, and of
suffering either in their persons or property.
It appeared to him that if the old law did not
work, it would be better to adopt a specific

fine, say of $20 or $25.
Mr. Hill agreed with the hon. member who

had just spoken. It would be much better to

fix some certain sum, so that the magistrates
would know how to act.
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Dr. Hamilton said that he understood that
there were only two points involved in the
present bill. One had arisen in consequence
of the opinion of the judges that the law re-

quired some change in regard to the imposition
of fines—the other related to the granting of
licenses for the sale of liquors in gold districts;

the latter point, he thought, was more pecu-
liarly within the province of the government.
His own opinions upon the propriety of
licensing the sale of intoxicating liquors were
rather peculiar. He very much questioned the
policy of licensing the sale at all, after once
legalizing the importation into the country, but
would rather leave it to every person to use
them as he felt inclined. He would not, how-
ever, discuss that question further at present.

As regards the point under discussion he was
opposed to leaving the question of fines option-
al with the magistrates, for the reasons so forci-

bly put by the member for South Colchester,
(Mr. Archibald). He thought it would be
much better to make them specific, and he
would, therefore, propose that the fine be $25
in every case and two months imprisonment.
Mr. Longley had not much to say against

that proposition, although he had always been
led to believe that where the offence had been
repeated the punishment should be increased.
Mr. Archibald said that the hon. gentle-

man was theoretically correct, but it was
found difficult in practice to graduate a scale

of punishment. Where a party has been
fined two or three times, the magistrate, in
fining him for the third time, according to the
sliding scale, virtually decides that the first

punishment was correct; but suppose, incase
of an appeal, the first fining is quashed; the
subsequent ones fall with it. The object
should be, not to impose so large a fine as to

render it impossible to have it enforced, and he
thought that a fine of about $20 for every
offence would answer every purpose.
Mr. McLelan then moved, instead of the

first clause of the bill, that the penalty be $20
for each offence.
Dr. Hamilton moved that it be $23.

Mr. Stewart Campbell said that gentle-
men should consider the effect of interfering
with existing laws. They were going to impose
a less penalty for an actual infraction of the
law than the present law now imposed upon a
licensed liquor seller who kept a disorderly
house. He was liable to be fined $40, for not
carrying out the requirements ofthe license,and
yet a less penalty was proposed for an actual
violator of the law.
Dr. Hamilton thought that a person who

kept a disorderly house deserved to be fined
$40. It appeared to him that there was a ma-
terial distinction between the two cases.
Mr. Pryor said there was also another dif-

ference. In the case alluded to, the law said
the party should not be fined more than $40

—

leaving it discretionary with the magistrate to
reduce the fine according to the circumstances
of the case. Here it was proposed to establish
a certain fine which could not be varied.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the policy of all

penal statutes was to give a certain amount of
discretionary power to those who administered
the law, so as to to enable them to graduate the
punishment according to the circumstances of
the case. It was the case with the Judges of
the Supreme Court. In some instances a Judge
in one County would sentence a prisoner to

nine months in the Penitentiary for a certain
offence, while another Judge in a different
County would punish the offender with two
years for the same offence.

Penalties were imposed more for the pur-
pose of preventing the violation of the law than
the individual punishment of the offender. He
did not approve of stereotyped penalties, and
he thought it would be far better to repose a
discretionary power in the magistrates.
Mr. Archibald said he did not think the

illustration of the hoff. Atty. Gen., drawn from
the practice of the supreme court, was a happy
one. The judges themselves felt that the sys-
tem was not a proper one, and he was aware
that they had held several consultations with a
view to equalize the scale of punishments.
As to the case put by the member for Guys-

boro, of a person haying a license being fined
for keeping a disorderly house, he thought that
was a case above all others that called for se-

vere punishment—for he was an officer of the
law, having confidence reposed in him, and if

he violated that, he should suffer more severe-
ly than the man who never came within the
provisions of the law. If the penalty was fixed
and specific, the magistrate would be relieved
from an unpleasant responsibility. He would
simply have to carry out the provisions of the
law, and could give offence to none. He (Mr.
A.) was in favor of fixing the penalty at about
$20, as if it was made much higher, it would be
impossible to carry it out.

Mr. Stewart Campbell illustrated the in-

j ustice that would be perpetrated by adopting
a fixed pepalty, by a case which actually oc- •

curred—of a person who was not in the habit
of violating the license law, but who was ap-
plied to and sold a bottle of wine for the use
of a sick person

;
an enemy of his informed the

Clerk of License of the fact, and he was brought
up for a breach of the license law. Now how
would this proposed law work in a case of that
kind. If there was no discretionary power in

the hands of the magistrates to deal with every
case according to the circumstances, that man
would have to pay the full penalty. This
ought to convince any one of the advisability
of leaving the law as it is.

Mr. Longley did not think the proposed
changes would improve the existing law.
Mr. Stewart Campbell proposed that in

case of a violation of the license law it should
be competent for the magistrates to impose a
penalty of not less than $4 and not more than
$30.
Mr. Tobin objected to it.

Hon. Att. Gen. argued that the system of
having one fixed fine for all offenders, no mat-
ter what their condition might be, was wrong
in principle, and exceedingly unjust in its ap-
plication. The bill as reported by the commit-
tee was to his mind a wise one, and the most
likely to be successfully carried out.

Mr. McLelan said that in nine cases out of
ten the rich man escaped with less fine than
the poor man.
Mr. Archibald again urged the advisabili-

ty of relieving the magistrates from the respon-
sibility of fixing the amount of penalty, and
thus incurring the enmity of the party fined.

Mr. S. Campbell repelled the insinuation
that the magistrates generally were influenced
in their decisions by fear of incurring the dis-

pleasure of the offender. If there were any
such, the Government should strike them off

the list.
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Upon division, Mr. S. Campbell’s amendment
was lost; as also Mr. McLelan’s, fixing the fine

at $20—the first clause of the bill as originally
introduced, then passed. On the reading of
the second clause, which relates to the mode of
enforcing the! penalties prescribed—the hon.
At'ty. General and Mr. Archibald expressed
their opinion that the machinery was defective,
and suggested that the bill should femain in
committee, so as to give time to make it more
perfect.
After some slight discussion, Mr. Tobin con-

sented, and the Committee adjourned and re-
ported progress.
The Education Bill was made the order of

the day for Thursday.
Mr. Kaulback was substituted for Dr. Slo-

cumb (who was absent from illness) on the
committee on Mines and Minerals.
Hon. Atty. Gen., by command, laid on the

table a letter addressed to the Secretary of
State for War, by Col. Jervois, upon the de-
fences of Canada,—which was referred to the
Committee on Militia.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Thursday, March 23.

House met at 3 p. m.
STATUTE LABOR.

Mr. Allison moved the second reading of
the bill to amend chap. 62 R. S. of “ Highway
Labor.” He stated that last session he had
differed from his colleagues as respects exempt-
ing Queen’s county from the operation of the
act. He was of opinion then, as now, that the
people were not anxious for the exemption,
and that he was right, the resolution which he
held in his hand proved. It was moved
at the court of sessions last January, and pass-
ed by a large majority. It gave, as the opinion
of the sessions, that Queen’s county should not
be exempted, and that the legislature should be
asked to place it under the operation of the law.
Under these circumstances, he trusted that
the house would pass the bill before them. In
doing so, they would only be acting in accord-
ance with the feeling of the people of Queens.
Mr. Cowie was of opinion that a large ma-

jority of the people of the southern district—
whatever might be the case in the northern
district—were opposed to any such alteration
as was proposed.
The bill was read a second time, and referred

to the Committee on the amendment of the
laws.

FISH LADDERS.
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a copy of

a letter from Capt. Chsarnley, in reference to a
model of a fish ladder, which he also presented
to the house.

RAILWAY EXTENSION.
Hon. Prov. Secy, laid on the table a copy of

a letter addressed by the Provincial Secretary
to Mr. Brydges, Dec. 2, 1862, in addition to the
correspondence that had been previously pre-
sented. The hon. gentleman took occasion to
state that the letter had been asked lor in the
other end of thew building, and attention had
been called to the fact that the correspondence
as presented upon the subject of railways, ap-
peared to be incomplete. He mentioned that
the reason why the correspondence was pre-
sented in the shape it was arose from the fact
that a great deal of personal communication
had taken place in relation to the subject-mat-

ter, and that some letters addressed to him had
been marked “ private.” He had, however,
submitted everything that he considered was
necessary in order to afford the legislature a
means of arriving at a full and explicit under-
standing of the question to which the printed
correspondence referred.
Mr. Archibald was understood to refer to

the necessity of having every information be-
fore the house touching so important and deli-
cate a matter
Mr. Killam expressed the opinion that, in

view of the importance of the railway corres-
pondence, it wrould be advisable to have it re-
ferred to a special committee, for the purpose
of reporting to the House in regard to the pro-
posals made to the government. In that way
he was convinced the house would be better
enabled to arrive at a proper understanding of
the whole subject.
Mr. Tobin said, if he understood aright the

opinions of the hon. member, he considered that
inasmuch as the Province owned all the rail-

ways that have so far been constructed, it was
not advisable now to depart from the same
policy. Before these proposals were agreed
to, no doubt it was only right that'the question
of our future policy should be fully considered,
and a decision arrived at as to whether it was
better that the company should construct the
proposed line of railway, or that the Province
should continue the policy it had pursued in
the past.
Hon. Prov. Sec. was much astonished to

hear the nature of the motion that had been
proposed by the hon. member for Yarmouth.

—

•It was the last proposal which he could have
expected from that hon. gentlemen, for it was
calculated to defeat the object which he had in
view. The government had laid on the table
all the correspondence on the subject of Rail-
way Extension and had followed it up with a
resolution which they intended moving at a
future day, for the purpose of bringing the
whole question under the review of the House.
If the resolution of the hon. member was
adopted it would have the effect of introducing
between the government and the Legislature
a Committee wdiose action would to a large
extent relieve the former from the responsi-
bility that justly devolved upon them in refer-
ence to a question of such importance. If there
was a member of the house who was opposed
to a course of that kind, it must be the hon.
gentlemen himself. Tiie true constitutional
course was to have the matter fully debated
before the house—that was the committee to
which it ought to be referred.
Mr. Killam said that he had no thought in

suggesting the resolusion he had, that it would
be an infringement of the rules of the house.—
The correspondence had been laid on the table
and become the property of the Legislature,
which could deal with it in that manner which
it was considered would best promote the inter-
ests of the country. It might be better for a
disinterested Committee to take up the questi-
on in order that such information might be ar-
rived at which could not be obtained so easily
if gentlemen took it up and examined it sepa-
rately. It had been hinted that it was his opi-
nion that the government should continue the
policy which they had agreed upon at the last
session of the Legislature. At that time the
leader of the government, the Provincial Se-
cretary, and their supporters said that although
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they had been decidedly opposed in the
past to the construction of railways by
government, yet since it had become the
fixed policy of the country, they would
continue it.

* If that policy was pursued in re-

ference to the Pictou road, there was much
stronger reason for carrying it out i n respect to

the extension of the main Trunk line to New
Brunswick. The correspondence that was
laid on the table shbwed that some parties re-

presenting the International contract company
made certain proposals, and these the govern-
ment wished the house to accept. The offer of

last sefsio i was to give to a company 4 per
cent, on £10,000 for 20 years on the line to the
borders of New Brunswick. The company in

question did not confine themselves exclusive-
ly to that offer—they wished the Province to

become in addition a shareholder to the extent
of £100,000. We were not now at the com-
mencement of the construction of railways,
but had worked them for some years and must
have some knowledge of them. Under these
circumstances he felt the house should pause
before changing the policy which had been de-
liberately adopted. He mentioned that the
company also wanted the right of way over
our road for the transport of their materials,

and after their work vi as constructed they wish-
ed to have the privilege of running their cars

over our line. That he considered would be
an interference with cur line. We had now a
large portion of the Trunk line under our own
control

;
but if the company built the other por-

tion there would be a separate interest exist-

ing. He thought it hardly advisable to have a
third party intervening between the Province
and the public in respect to our railways. If
our railways were to be worth anything they
must pay some portic n of the in erest at least

in a few years. It was now claimed, indeed,

that the railway to Truro was already paying
more than its working expenses. It might be
said that he had always been opposed to rail-

ways in this province. However, they were
now the policy of the country, and it was use-

less for him to try and stem the current. He
might make out a good case, but it fell dead on
the ears of gent emen. Under these circum-
stances he felt it his duty to call upon the go-

vernment to take that course which was best
adapted to promote the real interests of the

country. If a company could build the rail-

way, he was of opinion that the province could
also do it. If we could not build the road as

cheaply it would be our own fault. The hon.
gentleman concluded by dwelling on the ne-

cessity of not handing over our main trunk
line hastily to any company.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said he must congratulate

the house and country upon the change in the

views of the hon. member for Yarmouth.

—

However, the policy he had pursued in the
past in respect to railways was such as to in-

duce the Government to be somewhat suspi-

cious of adopting any course he might suggest
in respect to such works. It had certainly

never been xthe policy of the hon. member to

sanction the construction of railways by Go-
vernment, whatever that of the house might
be. His policy was formerly to subsidize com-
panies, and the very moment the government
were about to adopt it, he stepped in and said

he had been all wrong. The Pictou railway,
referred to by the hon. member, was not a case
in point. In 1839 that work was irresistibly

forced upon the attention of the house, and
both parties combined as to the necessity of
building it in preference to any other road, as
soon as the finances of the country warranted
it. Last winter it was decided to construct it

out of the public revenues. But it was a ques-
tion of serious import, whether, in case we
built all our railways, w e might not endanger
the credit of the country, and lower the price
of our bonds by having too many of them in
circulation. We were told, indeed, that the pro-
vince cannot even afford to pay the liability
of £400 a year for the trunk, and £240 for the
Annapolis line. Supposing that to be the case,
the province could not afford to pay for the
whole work out of the public finances. As to
the proposition of the hon. member to refer the
correspondence to a committee, it could do
uo good, for a matter of such importance
should be fully discussed in the house.

—

As to New Brunswiek, it was not to be assumed
that she would build the road to Moncton.

—

On the contrary we might build the road to the
borders, and still find the gap thence to Monc-
ton in the hands of a company. The Interna-
tional Contract Company had had a corres-
pondence on the subject with New Brunswick.
It was found that New Brunswick had changed
its policy—that it was not continuing to build
these railways out of the general revenues, for
by the facility bills this very road, the western
extension, and other branch lines, had been
provided for on the same principle aud pretty
much on the same terms on which it was pro-
posed to construct the road between Moncton
and Truro. He was inclined to think that if

the Government had proposed to build the
railways in question, some gentlemen would
have come to the conclusion that it would be
far better to give them to a Company. He
thought the Province was sufficiently protected
by the fact that it could assume the road at
any time on an arbitration.
Mr. Tobin had noticed that the government

in Europe had changed their policy in respect
to railway construction. He found that Mr.
Gladstone was about to bring the question be-
fore the British Parliament whether the gov-
ernment should not own the main lines of rail-

way. He mentioned this fact, he added, that
gentlemen might turn it over in their minds.

THE SCHOOL ACT.
Hon. Prov. Sec. moved the third reading of

the bill to amend and in addition to the School
act of last session and to ratify and confirm
proceedings thereunder.
Mr. Levesconte moved that the bill be re-

committed for the purpose of striking out the
first 13 clauses.
On a division, the motion was lost by 20 to

28.

For Heffernan, Ross, Ray, Parker, G. S.

Brown, Hill, Chas. J. Campbell, LeVesconte,
Miller, MacDonnell, Locke, Blackwood, S.

Campbell, McLelan, Blanchard, Robertson,
Annand, Caldwell, Balcom, Dr. Brown.
Against

:

—Killarn, Churchill, J. Frazer, More,
D. Frazer, Hatfield, John Campbell, McKay,
Pryor, Lawrence, Longley, AllfSon, Whitman,
Kaulback, Tobin, Hamilton, Jost, Donkin, Me-
Farlane, Prov. Sec., Bourinot, Hill, Cowie, Mc-
Kinnon, Archibald, Colin Campbell, Fin. Sec.,

Atty. Gen.
Mr. Archibald then moved that the bill be

committed for the purjjose of striking out the
15th clause, which legalizes past proceedings.
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Upon this motion the house divided as follows:

—For Ross, Heffernan, G. S. Brown, Parker,
Hill, Miller, Blackwood, Locke, McLelan, S.

Oar^pbell, Robertson, Annand, Archibald, Bal-
cam, Blanchard, Dr. Brown—16. Against ;

—

Tobin, C. J. Campbell, D. Frazer, Churchill,
Donkin, Bourinot, LeVesconte, Jas. Frazer,
Killam, Hatfield, Ray, John Campbell, Law-
rence, McKay, Pryor, Longley, Allison, Whit-
man, Kaulback, Hamilton, Jost, MacDonnell,
Pro. Sec.. McFarlane, Hill, Cowie, Colin Camp-
bell, McKinnon, Caldwell, Fin. Sec., Att. Gen.
—31.
The bill then passed.

EDUCATION.
Hon. Pro. Sec. then moved that the order of

the day, the education bill, be taken up,
Mr. Stewaet Campbell wished to know

•on what authority it had been stated in the
debate on the bill that had just passed the
house, that there were more children at school
under the present system than under the old
act.

Hon. Pkov. Sec. said if the hon. gentleman
would put his question in writing, he would
send it to the Superintendent of Education,—
and then went on to say that, in moving that
the bill now before the house be sent to com-
mittee, he would not occupy the time of hon.
gentlemen with any remarks, inasmuch as he
had fully gone into its merits on the occasion
of its introduction.
Mr. Archibald said he quite agreed with

those gentlemen who said that there was no
question of greater importance to our country
than that which referred to Education, and
therefore the present government in endea-
vouring to establish a system on a basis which
they believed to be solid are entitled at all
events to the merit of having entered upon an
achievement which was worthy of success.

—

But it was a question of very grave import
whether in the system which they had adopted
they had not laid down principles which were
diametrically opposed to the success of so im-
portant a measure. It had been found that the
statute which had been in operation for the last
five months had not been successful to the
extent that those who introduced it last year
hoped it would be. On all sides an amount of
excitement had been created all over the face
of this country that had hardly ever before oc-
curred in reference to any other question. No
doubt a large portion of the excitement was
due to the very nature of the bill which imposed
taxation and rendered it necessary that the
people themselves shonld assemble in various
localities for the purpose of discussing a ques-
tion of public policy. But if the fact were true
that out of 1400 sections into which this pro-
vince was divided, no more than 654 had met
for the purpose of organising under the bill

—

or, in other words, that more than one-halfofthe
entire sections were without organization and
schools, he thought it was a matter deserving
of very serious consideration. But he thought
•that we were hardly entitled to draw the con-
clusion that in all the 654 sections that had or-
ganized schools were in operation. Facts had
come to his knowledge that in several sections
which had organized, the organization broke
down. Though he had not the data to say to
what extent this prevailed, yet he whs satisfied
that if we were to assume that at at this mo-
ment there were only 600 sections that were
conducting schools, he would be probably esti-

16

mating an extreme amount. He found that
under the old law, in 1863, we sustained 1005
schools in winter, and 1183 in summer, or an
average of 1100. Therefore, if he was not sup-
posing a larger number of schools were in ope-
ration than was the case, it would appear that
under the operation of the present school bill

there was not at the present moment half of
the number of schools in operation. This fact
was more to be regarded when it was consi-
dered that last year there was given from the
treasury some $20,000, in addition to the ordi-
nary amount, as an additional inducement to
the people to encourage education. Even this
grant, however, had not led to the results that
were expected when it was made. If the state
of things then, were such as he had given it,

the question arose to what was it due. Was
there any thing in the act itself to produce
such results? He thought he had good reason
to believe that one great mistake that
was made in the introduction of the bill

was that the government of the country did
not avail themselves of the experience of other
countries with regard to similar measures.
The same experiment had been tried in Canada
and in most of the countries by which we are
surrounded; but instead of looking to the ex-
perience of such, we introduced into the bill of
last year one or two principles totally distinct
from those that existed elsewhere, in Upper
Canada we had an instance of a measure
working successfully for 20 years. So success-
ful had it been that it had been referred to as a
model in the United States that might be safe-
ly followed. One thing appeared 'do have
pressed itself strongly upon the Canadian
mind, and that was the necessity of keeping
the question of education entirely apart from
party struggles and differences. The first thing
'that had been done was to organize a board
entirely distinct from political organization,
and under that board the education of the
country had gone on flourishing so that now
the system in Canada was pointed at as a mo-
del worthy of imitation. When the system of
free schools was introduced into Lower Cana-
da the same principle was adopted and there
the first minds in the country were selected to
constitute the board—men who, intellectually
and socially, held such a position as placed
them above the suspicion of being influenced
by party motives. Again, we found that in
Ireland the National Board of education
was formed on the same principle, and
that it had administered the important
duties entrusted to it with an ability and
energy that was universally recognized. Even
in the little island of Prince Edward they had
also the sagacity to base the cause of Educa-
tion on the same judicious principle. The
only exception he could find was in the pro-
vince ofNew Brunswick; and even there the
Lieutenant-Governor, and the Superintendent
of Education, who were not partisans, were
members of the Board. Then if in the other
provinces, where the system of free schools'
had been adopted, such a principle was ob-
served, why should we establish an entirely
distinct one in this country? Was it a fact
that m the province ofNova Scotia, which has
had a legislature and educational institutions
for the last hundred years, no men of position
character and understanding could be found
to hold the position of a permanent Board
which would obtain the confidence and respect
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of the community at large? He believed that
there would be no difficulty in selecting from
the people of Nova Scotia a board of nine men
qualified in every respect to give to a board
such a character as would remove it from the
possibility of the suspicion of being influenced
by partisan motives. The principle which had
been adopted of making the government of the
country the Council of Public Instruction,
necessarily allied the cause of Education with
politics. He did not wish to say a single word
reflecting upon gentlemen who happened to
bold the position of Her Majesty's government,
but be would ask, if an independent Board
were to be appointed, were they likely
to be the men to be selected. He took it

for granted that the members of the present
government have been engaged in such mat-
ters as would prevent them devoting the at-
tention necessary, for the advancement of the
cause of education. He did not question their
ability to make themselves acquainted in the
process of time with the duties of the position
but he would ask them if, by training or ex-
perience, they were the men to manage a sys-
tem of education. Were they familiar with
the mode of examining, or managing schools?
Had they the practice requisite to discharge
educational duties? These gentlemen might be
called the Council of Public Instruction, but
they were a political government, a mere po-
litical machine carrying out the objects of a
party

;
and it was to be expected that a Board

so constituted would exhibit political prefer-
ences. Was it desirable that in the manage-
ment of the education of the country appoint-
ments connected therewith should be governed
by the political predilections ofthe government
of the day? The hon. member who introduced
the bill last year deprecated any attempt to
mix up politics with education—he desired to
have it discussed free from party feelings

;
and

as. far as gentlemen on the opposition benches
were concerned they treated the question in
that spirit. And yet what did he find. No
sooner had the bill passed into law, no sooner
was the Council of Public Instruction estab-
lished, than the first act was to thrust from
bis position a gentleman who bad discharged
the duties of Superintendent, of Education
for years with ability and success, and
place over his his head a subordinate,
He would ask the house to say whether that
was not making the office of superintendent po-
litical

;
if a change of government were to take

place to-morrow could any government resist

the pressure that would be brought to bear
upon them to restore the gentleman who had
been superseded? He made these observa-
tions without wishing to reflect upon the gentle-
man who had been appointed superintendent;
he had shown an amount of ability in the dis-

charge of his duties which could not fail to be
appreciated; but he (Mr. A.) could not help
feeling that the appointment, under the circum-
stances, connected the administration of educa-
tion with the politics of the country. . He did
not charge those gentlemen who filled the posi
tlbn of the Council with being worse than any
other gentlemen who might be in the same sit-

uation, but they would be more than human if

they did not yield to party motives and sug-
gestions. The present superintendent of edu-
cation in Upper Canada had held his office
since 1864; during all this time he had occupied
the position through successive changes of

ministry, and the result had been eminently
satisfactory. When, therefore, yon found that
the Council of Public Instruction—the super-
intendent of education—the inspectors, were
all under political influences, would it not
be at once seen that the cause of Educa-
tion must be irremediably injured in the
opinion of the people of this country? But
Boards of Commissioners were appointed
over the entire country, and he would ask gen-
tlemen opposite upon what principle were they
formed. Did they not represent the minority?
If the Council that has to administer the whole
system of Education was to have no represen-
tation of the minority, why was it that they
had thought proper to ignore that principle in
the formation of the county Boards? But they
had taken care—and as a government they
were not blamable 'for that—that a majority
on the Board should reflect their sentiments.
Therefore, if in addition to what he had stated,
it was found that the county boards were un-
der the influence of party motives and influ-

ences, in what position was the Education of
the couni ry placed? The Chairman, the De-
puty Surveyor, and the Inspector—political

officers—had the power of laying off the school
sections, anti of taxing parties to an enormous
extent by the mere fact of making a line here
and there. He asked the house if that was not
an arbitrary power that no government ought
to be desirous of sanctioning. It might be ask-
ed if that power had been abused—if any
chage could be brought against any one

;
he

need not point to instances, but he could say
that persons so immediately under the influ-

ence of government would be more than an-
gels if they were able at times to resist the
pressure that would be brought to bear upon
them. If you wished to engage the sympa-
thies of the whole people in the cause of Edu-
cation, you must remove from it the least suspi-
cion of being mixed up with party politics. Had
the education of the country been entrusted to a
class of persons removed from all suspicion of
using their position for the advancement of
party ends in what an infinitely preferable
situation would it have been placed. The bill

of last year came into operation in October,
and where were the members of the govern-
ment. The leader of the government and the
Attorney General were both absent in the dis-

charge of duties that they could not neglect,
and not in a position to devote that attention
absolutely requisite for the efficient working
of the measure. He was strongly inclined to
think that a large amount of the difficulties

that had arisen in the administration of the
act had originated from the fact that the lead-
ing minds of the Council of Public Instruction
were unable to dictate the policy that should
be pursued. Even if they had not been obliged
to absent themselves in the discharge of very
important public duties, the ordinary business
that devolves upon them would have been
alone sufficient to abstract their attention
from matters of this kind. He was of opinion
that the government, in endeavouring to im-
pose upon themselves the burthen of the duties
of Council of Public Instruction had assumed
a responsibility of which they ought to be glad
to get relieved. If there was any one matter
that h id the tendency to bring any govern-
ment into difficulty it would be the exercise
of the functions that devolved upon them
under the bill. The suspicion that they were
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acted upon by political influence must ne-

cessarily counteract any desire they might
have to act impartially and fairly in

respect to the Education of the country. He
had hoped with the experience of last yeaix-
after having seen that the whole country had
got into a ferment, owing, in a large measure,
to the fact that a great body of the people
imagined that this bill was intended to sustain

a party in power, since it enabled them to dis-

burse immense sums of money through their

olitical friends—that the government would
ave seen that the experiment was an unsound

one—that they had made a mistake, and would
have been prepared to adopt the experience of

other countries in reference to the question of
Education. He was convinced that the more
the Hou^e considered the matter, the more
firmly fixed would be the opinion that what-
ever merits the bill might have, this one feature
injured ail its chances of usefulness to an in-

calculable extent. It was bis firm belief tbat

as Ipug as the government adhered to so dan-
gerous a principle, it was impossible to carry
out the bill to the satisfaction of the country.
There were.other features in the bill to which
he took exception, but he did not hesitate to

say that he thought the government had avail-

ed themselves of the experience of last year
and improved the system; and if they would
only go a step further and abandon what was
after all a mere fancied addition to their power,
they would give to the people of this country
the assurance that their object was really to

promote the cause of education, and not to

strengthen themselves in the position they
occupy.

REPLY OF THE HON. PROVINCIAL SECRE-
TARY.

Dr. Tupper . said that he must confess he
had listened to the remarks that had fallen
from the hon. leader of the opposition with a
great deal of surprise. He did think that that
-hon. gentleman in dealing with the second
reading of a measure of such great importance
would have been able to rise beyond the dis-

cussion of what he himself designated as a
mere fancied evil—a mere matter of the
imagination. Addressing the house with
the experience of a year ' before him he was
unable to challenge a single act on the
part of the Council of Public Instruction
which sustained the attitude that he had as-
sumed that day in relation to the question be-
fore the house. Unless he could show that the
measure was fraught with consequences of
an injurious nature, his observations must go
for nothing. It was with surprize mingled
with regret that he had listened to the remarks
of that hon. gentleman who had taken a fore-

most position in advocating free schools, and
the principle of assessment as the true basis on
which they ought to be established. He could
not understand how that lion, gentleman could
have contented himself with giving half a
dozen words to a subject which if there was
any sincerity in his past action—and he (Dr.

X.) would not venture to question it-rrdeserved
very diflerent treatment at his hands on the
present occasion. That hon. gentleman, in the
commencement of his remarks, declared that
the bill was not as successful as we had a right
to expect it would have been. He joined issue
with that hon, gentleman, and stated that
whilst he regretted that a larger number of

scnooi sections had not been put into opera-
tion^ yet the facts as they existed and as they
were patent to the people of this country were
in the highest degree encouraging, as much so
as any person, knowing the settled hostility
that existed throughout the province to assess-
ment could have a right to expect. The hon,
gentleman had himself admitted that whilst a
large amount of excitement had arisen under
the act, it arose in connection with a principle
that must necessarily have originated it. He
thought that hon. member in endeavouring to
throw discreditupon the measure which he him-
self assisted in passing, did not do justice to the
statistics which were under his hand. When he
asserted that only 654 sections were attempted
to he organized under the act out of 1400, he
must have known that he was not placing the
matter in a fair and candid light before the
house. He was aware that there were 140©
sections under the law, and he had already
explained to him that in 200 of them there
were no school-houses, that, in addition to
these, there were a large number in other sec-
tions without windows or floors, and in fact
not habitable, that two counties were not em-
braced at all in the returns, as they had not
been heard from at the time they were made
up. So when he told the house that only -654

meetings had taken place in the province he
make a statement which the data under Ms
hand did not justify.
No person knew better than the honourable

gentleman himself to what all this was due.
When he said that it had arisen from the
fact that the government wTas the Council of
Public Instruction, he made a statement which
could not be entertained for a single instant in
this house or country. No man ought to know
better than himself that the difficulty arose
from the hostility and indisposition of the
people to adopt the principle of compulsory
assessment for the support of Common schools
—a principle which always obtained his sanc-
tion and support There was not an intelli-
gent gentleman on the benches who could be-
lieve that there was one single school meeting
that failed to be called because the Council of
Public Instruction was composed of the go
vernment; but the objection was that if under
that law they met and organized they would
not be able to escape compulsory assessment.
The hon. gentleman had said that it would

have been well for the government to have
availed themselves of the experience of other
countries. The party of which the bonble.
member was a prominent member brought in
a bill providing for free schools—for compul-
sory assessment as the only means by which
these schools could he supported

;
and that

bill was now under his hand as laid on the
table by the leader of that party. Why did
not the boa. gentleman and his friends go to
Canada, Ireland, and Prince Edward Island
for his principles when he brought down a
measure for the establishment of free schools.
The hon. gentleman challenged the govern-
ment of the day with having neglected their
duty to the country, because they had not
copied the organization in force in Canada,
Ireland, and P. E. Island; but when he and
his party undertook to deal with this question,
what measure (lid they bring in? You search-
ed in vain for that reference to which the hon.
member had taken up his entire speech that
day—that it was the first duty that the govern-
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ment owed to the country to provide an inde-
pendent board apart from the administration
and disconnected altogether with political
parties, to whom would be referred the respon-
sibility of the management of the question of
Education. How could the hon. member un-
dertake to challenge the action of the present
government when in that measure you search-
ed in vain for any Council of Public Instruc-
tion—for any means to carry on the education
of the country except through the Executive
Council? Therefore the hon. member was not
in a position to taunt th >. present adminis-
tration with having failed in their duty to the
house or country.
He would tell the hon. member that his read-

ing was too superficial if he challenged the
present government with having adopted a
novel principle, and not having availed them-
selves ofthe experience ofother countries. The
hon. gentleman alluded to Ireland, but let him
refer to England and seewhat was the organiza-
tion there. He would, doubtless, acknowledge
that the example oi the British government
was fully as high an example as that of
Canada, or Prince Edwa d Island. He
He (Dr. T.) held in his hand a debate which
had taken place within the last few weeks in

the House of Commons upon this great ques-
tion, and the whole of that discussion turned
upon what should be the constitution of the
Council of Public Instruction. What would
gentlemen suppose after listening to the earnest
appeal which that hon. gentleman had made
to the government of the country to hold no
place or influence in connection with edu-
cation, was the personnel of the Council
of Public Instruction in that enlightened coun-
ty. He would state for the information of the
house that it was composed of the Lord Presi-

dent, the Lord Privy Seal, the First Lord of

the Admiralty, the First Lord of the Treasury,
the Foreign Secretary, the President of the
Poor Board, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and the Vice-President. He would tell what
that debate turned upon. Upon the question
as to whether divided as the responsibility was
between different members, it would not be
better to have one member of the government
directly responsible to the house. It would
be seen from the debate that it was the first

principle with the people and parliament of
England to have the government of the
country responsible for every act and circum-
stance connected with the management of

education. You would read that discussion in

vain to find a single member in that most en-
lightened assemblage standing up and saying
that the governmeut of the day ought to be re-

lieved from the responsibility, and that the
important and solemn functions connected with
the education of the country ought to be placed
in the nauds of an irresponsible body of men
who would not be in a position to have every
act challenged in the open face of parliament.
All that they desired was to increase the res-

ponsibility.
(The hon. gentleman lxere read a-few extracts

from the debate in the Commons in corrobora-
tion of bis remarks and then continued.) The
hon. leader of the opposition w.Quld therefore
see that although the government bad not ex-
actly followed the example of Canada,—though
the government there was connected with tne
Council since Mr. Galt was one of its members,
yet they had taken as their exerqplar’ what

would obtain greater respect in the house.
The functions discharged by eight members of
the Ministry in England were preeisly analo-
gous to those that were perfoimed by the
uine members of the Executive in this pro-
vince.
The hon. gentleman had stated that in New

Brunswick the council of Public Instruction diff-

ered from ours inasmuch as the Lieutenant-
Governor and the Superintendent of Education
were members. As he had gone fully into the
question on a previous occasion he felt it was
superflous to refer to it again. It must be obvi-
ous to everyone that it would not become the
representative of Majesty to discharge such
duties > s Her Majesty could not consistency
discharge. It would he in the power of any
member to have the Minutes of the Council
produced, and the action of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor criticised and called into
question. The hon. gentleman had asked
whether the members of the present govern-
ment would be the Board of Education
if an independent Council bad to be formed.
When he asked that question he invited an
answer which more than any other ought to
refute the position he had taken. He would
ask that hon. gentleman who composed the
governmeut: Did they not occupy the position
they did in virtue of the public sentiment of
the country—of the confidence which was re-
posed in them by a majority of the people and
of their representatives ? The Council the hon.
gentleman would form would be one in which
perhaps not a single man would be included
who could obtain the confidence either of the
house or of the people. This independent
board being irresponsible, could not challenge
the confidence of the house or country in refer-
ence to the important interests of education as
did the present Council of Public Instruction.
When the government ceased to possess this
confidence, and that was made known, their
functions as a council ceased, and the house
and country would have the assurance that
they would have a set of men entitled to their
support. Did the hon. member mean to tell

the house that he would not consider any man
eligible for the position in question uuless he
had no politics—no views touching the great
questions that are vital to a country’s progress
and prosperity. Were not the most intelligent
meu in every country those who took a deep in-
terest in the advancement of the country. If
he did not exclude this class of men then itwas
ob ;ious that he would get a board among whom
political influences must predominate more or
less, and who would be totally free from that
responsibility and restraint that would be felt
by a council immediately responsible to the
Legislature and the country. In order to form
a board that would command the confidence
of the country it would not do to take men
simply belonging to the city; and if men were
to give up their whole time and attention to
this matter it would be necessary that they
should be paid from the treasury. If they
were to be paid and kept from day to day in
the fulfillment of the duties he would ask the
house to con tern piate (apart from the fact that
they were an irresponsible body) the expendi-
ture that wouid be incurred. In the present
Council of Public Instruction you had, as in
the ease of the eight members of the British
Council, a number of meu who were bound to
give their time and services without payment
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for the additional duties devolved upon them.
What was one of the first acts that the hon.

gentleman did when he had to deal with a
X>ublic institution in reference to which there
ought certainly to be no political feeling dis-

played ? It would be acknowledged by
everyone that there were no more delicate

duties to be discharged than those in connec-
tion with the care and management of the
helpless insane; and yet that hon. gentleman,
the moment he got power, actually violated
the law of the land and trampled it under foot
in order to strike down a Board of as high
minded and independent gentlemen as ever
sat in any room in the province of Nova Sco-
tia. He struck down this board in this high
handed manner, and transferred the manage-
ment and control of the institution into the
hands of the Executive Government; and in
the face of that fact, he now stood up and de-
clared that the Government had no right to
discharge duties which, as had been shown al-

ready, were perfectly in consonance with the
interests of the cause of education.
The hon. gentleman had referred to the

County Boards, and iu doing so was bound to
acknowledge that it was perfectly right that
there should be a majority of the supporters of
the government on these boards. He doubtless
remembered that on more than one occasion
he had swept away the school boards and re-
organized them with a majority of his political
friends. But why was it that whilst he recog-
nized the principle of political ascendancy in
local management, he was unwilling that the
government should exercise a surveillance
over the general subject of education. If the
governmeflt were not the Council of Public
Instruction in their own persons, yet it would
be in their power to select a Board of their
own political friends who would act with-
out the responsibility that would devolve upon
the ministry of the day acting in the same ca-
pacity. W hatever that Council might do, the
government could stand up and evade all res-
ponsibility. But it was almost unnecessary
to argue the question inasmuch as the hon.
member had only attempted to deal in gene-
ralties, ami had not been able to put his finger
on a single act which proved that the duties

.

w'hich devolved upon the Council of Public
Instruction, as at presented constituted, had
been discharged in a manner that did not en-
title them to the confidence of the house and
country, We had seen something of these
irresponsible Boards—the Board of Governors
for Dalhousie College for instance. Down to
a very recent period—when himself, Mr. Shan-
non, and Mr. Ritchie were appointed— one of
these most important public institutions of the
country—one that was charged with the ex-
penditure of some £900 per annum—was man-
aged by a number of gentlemen representing
very similar religious and political opinions;
and that was, what we might expect if we put
the cause oi education under the management
of an irresponsible body.
He was told that the appointments must ne-

cessarily be polictical, and allusion had been
made to the dismissal of the late Superinten-
dent of Education. He deeply regretted that
the hon. leader of the Opposition had referred
in the manner he had to a gentleman who had
been handsomely treated by the government
upon whom he had no claims, and had made
the treatment he had received the subject

of animadversion. It was done under the
law by the Executive Government. The hon.
member laughed. If an undependent Board
had been the Council of Public Instruction,
the same thing would have occurred. Could
not the Lieutenant-Governor in Council have
done precisely what has been done ? The course
pursued might be a legitimate charge against
the government of the day, and when it was
brought up in the proper manner, they would
be prepared to give all the explanation that
was requisite. He had, however, no hesitation
in saying that when the Normal School was
founded the Government of the day considered
that they were discharging their duty to the
country by appointing a clergyman as Super-
intendent to the dissatisfaction of a large
section of the people of Nova Scotia. He
presumed that the Government did so, be-
cause they believed that that gentleman was
better qualified to manage the Normal School
in this country than any other person. He
would ask, then, could any fault be found
with the present government when they
left this gentleman in charge of an institu-
tion for whose management he was stated
to be especially qualified, and left his emo-
luments untouched, whilst they appointed as
superintendent one whom he had himself se-
lected for the highest position under him in
connection with the Normal School. If the go-
vernment was under any obligations to the
present Superintendent he was not aware of
it, and he thought that the hon. leader of the
opposition would find that there were a good
many members in the house of opinion that the
political views of no party were likely to be
subserved by any active exertions on the part
of this gentleman. But the hon. member
stated that one of the first acts of a mew
government would be to reinstate Dr. Forres-
ter. He could only say in reply that whilst he
believed that gentleman was a zealous and
efficient and energetic Superintendent, there
was nevertheless throughout this country a
feeling of dissatisfaction in connection with his
administration of the department which went
to the extent that the goverfiment would have
been unable to carry the measure which was
now on the statute book through the Legisla-
ture if it had been supposed that that gentl'e-
men would continue in the position he then
occupied. He regretted to be obliged to make
their observations, but they had been called
forth by the remarks of the hon. member.
The next charge that had been insinuated

—

for it had not been made openly—was that the
inspectors had been appointed on political
grounds. He looked upon all such charges
as could not be proved by actual facts but
were only insinuated as unworthy of any gen-
tleman in the house. The fact was that the
government had in reference to these appoint-
ments acted, not with respect to their political
opinions, but with a desire to meet the views
of the Superintendent and to accept his recom-
mendations with the object of promoting the
cause of Education, Suppose the government
had been disposed to make these appointments
political, and to apportion them to Conserva-
tives and Liberals according to the condi-
tion in which parties might stand. If
such had been done, the opposition could
not have been entitled to 9 out of the 19 ap-
pointments. When the people of Nova Scotia
at the last general election expressed their
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opinions with respect to the two political par-
ties into which the country was divided, they
returned only 13 of the present opposition out
of a house of 55. If the appointments had
been regulated by the manifestation of the
views of the people at the polls, the opposition
were, therefore, entitled to only a small repre-
sentation. The fact was, however, that they
received far more consideration than they had
a right to expect if the feeling of the people
had been the criterion, and the enormous ma-
jorities of the supporters of the present
government was considered. In the county of
Yarmouth the inspector was appointed with
the approval of gentlemen who were opposed
to the government. In Shelburne, the officer

had always been hostile to the government.
In the county of Halifax, the gentleman ap-
pointed was in the same position, and had been
selected solely with reference to his peculiar
qualifications for the positiou. In the county
of Kings the same thing was the ease; and he
thought the house had pretty good evidence
that that appointment was not suggested to

the government, by the gentlemen who sup-
ported them. In luverne.'S a gentleman was
selected who had the recommendation of an
honorable member who took a leading part
in opposing the government in the house. In
Antigonishe an opponent of the Government
was selected. In Guysboro both the late and
present Inspectors were gentlemen who had
the good fortune to secure the written recom-
mendations of the members of the County. In
Pictou a person was appointed on the recom-
mendation of both parties as represented at the
School Board. Therefoie there was no less

than 9 counties out of the 18 where the appoint-
ment had been made on the recommendation of
the opponents of the Government. He would
ask the house whether, in view of these facts,

the Government did not give the most une-
quivocal evidence to the house and country
that in the discharge of the important functions
devolving upon them, they were not actuated
by any desire to subserve political designs, but
had acted with a single eye to the promotion
of the cause of Education. He was not aware
that there was a single gentleman in the house
who was prepared to challenge the act of any
single Inspector, and show that he had en-
deavored to promote the interests of the party
in power, or had neglected the duties entrusted
to him in the County where he might be acting.

Until such tacts were adduced, the people of
the country would come to the conclusion that
if there Was a charge that carried on its very
face a refutation, it was the one made by the
eader ot the Opposition.
The lion, gentleman had also referred to the

deputy surveyors, but he forgot that the same
persons who held that position when he was in

power held it now, with one or two exceptions.
The Council of Public Instruction solicited

from the School Boards throughout the person
the nomination of the deputy surveyors to be
employed in laying off the sections, and there-
fore they were not responsible.
The bon. gentleman had not undertaken

to say that, the duties of the Council had not
been conscieu ioqsly discharged by the govern-
ment, but he gave as a reason why the Govern-
ment, should not, occupy such a position, that it

covered them with odium. No doubt, if there
was a single duty which the Government had
to dischaige, calculated to bring them into con-

flict with their friends and supporters, and
weaken their influence, it was in connection
with the functions of the Council of Public
Instruction. The reason was obviously be-
cause it was impossible to please everybody.

—

They were obliged, whatever their disposition,
and opinion, aud interest might be, to do that
which would in all probability bring them into
conflict with their friends; and, as in some
cases, incur no little odium. The Government
felt, however, that it was absolutely requisite
in view of the efficient management of
Education, that there should be a Board
that wQuld he immediately responsible to the
Legislature and people, and liable to be
called to account at any moment for their acts.

When the government acted in that capacity
they were enabled to tell when the slightest
friction or disarrangement occurred in the ma-
chinery by which education was worked, and
provide a remedy at once. He had no hesita-
tion in saying to the house that it the govern-
ment had not occupied the position they had,
they would not have been prepared to come
forward and give so large an amount of infor-
mation as to the feeling of the country, and
the working of the system. If it could be
done with a regard to what he believed to be
the interests of the people and the cause of
education, there was nothing that could be
more acceptable to the government than that
they should be relieved from the delicate and
onerous duties devolved upon them under the
bill. But the experience of ihe past year bad
shown them that it was for the benefit of edu-
cation that they should follow the example set
them in New Brunswick and in England.
The hon. gentleman concluded by saying

that, after all, the question that had been dis-

cussed that day did not touch the vital princi-

ple of the bill—which was, free schools, and
assessment as the foundation of their support
If the house thought that the duties of Council
of Public Instruction should be transferred to

a body of irresponsible men, the Government
would be prepared to bow in acquiescence, with
the conviction that they had done their duty in
laying their views fully before the Legislature
and country.

The debate was then adjourned, and the
house rose till 3 o’clock the next day.

Friday,’’’March 24.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Bourinot introduced a bill to incorpo-
rate the Boston and Acadia coal mining com-
pany.

SUGAR REFINERY.

Hon. Fin. Sec, laid on the table a memorial
relative to the contemplated sugar refinery in

the city of Halifax. He stated that wliat the
petition asked for would doubtless be favor-
ably considered by the house, for the establish-
ment of such a manufactory would be most
advantageous to the city and country at large.

The memorial was endorsed by a large num-
ber of the merchants of the city of Halifax.
The government, he added, would be prepared
in due time to submit to the house a bill to car-

ry out the object contemplated iu the petition.

The statement that was made showed the im-
portance of the enterprise—that was, that 5000
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tons of raw sngar would be imported for the
purpose of the refinery. This fact, taken in
connection with the number of men and ves-
sels that would be employed, showed the house
the propriety of affording the undertaking
•very assistance that could be legitimately
given.
Mr. Anmnd said that the petitioners seem-

ed too sanguine as to the amount of refined
sugar that would be manufactured. He was
uot inclined to think that there would be any
large export of the article, and recommended
that the petition be referred to the committee
on trade and manufactures.
Mr. Blaitchaed asked why a manufactory

of refining sugar should receive advantages
above any other manufactory.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that the sugar required

for the manufactory was of a coarse grade
which was not imported at all at present.
Mr. Blanchard said that a manufactory

of boots and shoes was entitled to equal pri-
vileges. Why should not the machinery for
our coal mines be exempted from duty ?
Mr. LeVesconte said that the committee

on trade and manufactures had under consi-
deration several petitions from parties claim-
ing exemption from duties on machinery im-
ported into the province, and decided that it

was impossible to report upon these isolated
cases. At the same time, however, they sub-
mitted to the Government their opinion that it

would be well for them to consider how far it

would be possible for them to place in the list

of exemptions all machinery imported for cer-
tain purposes.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that there was particu-

larly one class of machinery that might be in
the list of exemptions—that was steam-engines
for the use of sea-going vessels. Whether it

would be advisable, however, to exempt such
machinery as could be made by our own ma-
nufacturers, was a question deserving of seri-
ous consideration.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that since he had the

honor of a seat in the house he had invariably
sustained everything that was calculated to
promote the growth of manufactures in this
country. He had no doubt that a proposal like
the present, the establishment of an important
branch of manufactures—that, too, without
opening up the very questionable policy of pro-
tection at all, as he conceived—would receive
tfie favorable consideration of the house. The
very fact that these parties came forward and
stated that under proper encouragement they
were prepared to commence the establishment
of a manufactory which would involve an ex-
penditure of £50,000, gave to the country the
guarantee of the stability and permanency of
the proposed enterprize. The facts stated that
these parties would require about 5000 tons of
sugar would employ 60 men at least, and use a
very large amount of coal, gave an idea of the
importance of the undertaking. He believed
the establishment of this manufacture would
be the commencement of a new era in the his-
tory ofmanufacturing in this country and con-
cluded by expressing his gratification that the
great facilities which the port of Halifax and
the Province of Nova Scotia afforded to
such enterprizes were being appreciated
abroad.
Mr. Archibald was exceedingly glad to

hear of the proposed establishment of so im-
portant an undertaking, and went on to say

that he would be disposed to admit any kind
of machinery introduced for manufacturing
purposes duty free. It was the duty of the
house to offer every possible encouragement to

whatever would tend to develope the resources
and promote the trade of the country. He had
no doubt at all that the position of Halifax was
peculiarly well adapted for a manufactory of
the kind proposed.
Mr. Blanchard was desirous of encourag-

ing manufactures but he felt the house should
ause before they commenced to discriminate
etween one description of manufacture and

another. The Ship building interest employed
6000 men, and yet we were taxing all articles

connected with it. We taxed them just as we
did other things for purposes of revenue. He
concluded by briefly explaining why he
thought the enterprise in question could not
find a market for any very large quantity of the
manufacture.
Mr. Archibald said that we imposed a

certain duty upon leather and a larger one upon
manufactured shoes and boots. So it was in
reference to raw and manufactured tobacco,
ale &c. In fact, we endeavoured, so far as we
could, to encourage domestic industry. There-
fore we were going in the right direction.
Mr. Tobin considered that it would be very

unwise for any country to impose a heavy duty
upon any article introduced into the country
for manufacturing purposes. In respect, how-
ever, to importing sugar, certain facts should
be considered. We|now imposed upon all grades
of brown sugar cents a lb. Now it was pro-
posed in accordance with the prayer of the pe-
tition that i per cent, should be taken off the
raw sugar imported for the refinery. All the
sugars that were imported into England were
classed, and those inferior grades that were re-

quired for manufacturing purposes were ad-
mitted at a smaller rate of duty. What he
was afraid of in our own case was that a door
might be opened to fraud, since we had no pro-
per inspectors to class the sugars. The policy
of the country had been not to charge any duty
upon articles that entered into the construction
and rigging of ships, but the time came when
the financial condition of things required that
some revenue should be raised from them. He
warned any manufacturer against coming into
any country to establish a business under the
fostering care of the legislature, or of the go-
vernment. The very political power that built
him up to-day might destroy him to-morrow,
and in connection with this remark the hon.
gentleman referred to the distillers in this pro-
vince. He had serious doubts whether, as
things were now, the anticipations of the manu-
facturer in question would be realized to the
extent he hoped. He was desirous Of affording
all manufacturers every legitimate encourage-
ment. If, however, we were prepared to ad-
mit certain machinery duty free let its descrip-
tion be stated in the table of exemptions, and,
following the same principle, let sugar be clas-
sified and the lower grades of the article be
admitted at a lower rate.
Mr. LeVesconte explained that the hon.

gentleman did not appear to apprehend very
clearly the object of the memorial; and went
on to show that all the Province could lose
would be perhaps twelve cents upon every
hundred weight of the refined sugar. He advo-
cated the encouragement of all such manufac-
tories, and asked the house were they prepa-
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red to say that they would shut out such an en-
terprize as the present, and give the people of
England and the States advantages over our
own.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that there was no de-

mand for protection to the manufacture, in the
real sense of the term, contained in the peti-

tion. As stated by the hon. Prov. Secy., the
object was to get the coarser sugars, which
would be required for the refinery, at a slightly
reduced rate of duty. We now charged $2 on
the hundred weight of refined sugar, and only
$1.50 on the brown sugar for domestic use. The
sugar required for refining purposes was of a
coarse kind, not imported for domestic use.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Mr. Locke introduced a bill to legalize as-

sessment in the township of Shelburne.
Mr. P. Smyth presented a petition from John

Mclnnes, an aged school tether, asking for a
free grant of land.
Mr. Annand presented the petition of Alex-

ander James and other persons in Dartmouth,
asking for a change in the law of assessment.
What they wish for is that there shall be ap-
pointed by law for every county an assessor,
whose business it should be to make himself
familiar with the property of the county and
in that way make a fair and equal assessment.
If this law cannot be obtained for the whole
province it is asked to be extended to Halifax
county.
Mr. Tobin said that here was a petition

cpming in to appoint an assessor by the grand
jury who would have the power to say who
should be on the assessment roll and able to
exercise the suffrage. He thought the house
should be careful before allowing such power
to any one. He understood that in that very
district of Dartmouth 600 freeholders who ex-
ercised the franchise at the last election had
been struck from the roll. These men who
had been residing in the country all their lives
and were the very persons who, in time of war,
would be called upon to fight our battles, were
not to have the privilege of voting for their
representatives in the Assembly. Ail over the
country the greatest dissatisfaction and excite-
ment existed in consequence of the unjust
franchise act which was soon to become law,
and he trusted that the government would en-
d*eavour, even at this period of the session, to
take up the question and deal with it in a
statesmanlike manner.
Mr. Archibald said that he did not think

the bill was necessary, inasmuch as there was
now power given in the 75th clause of the As-
sessment law to the sessions on the present-
ment of the grand jury, to appoint a general
assessor to co-operate with local assessors.

—

There was nothing to prevent the assessor, as
the bill proposed, being a -permanent officer.

—

It might be advisable, however, to have such
means provided as would make the assessment
more equal than it is now. As respects the
Franchise Act, he did not think there was as
much excitement and indignation about it

as gentlemen intimated. If there was any feel-

ing existing, it was in favor of the law—that
the time was coming when the suffrage would
repose on the property and intelligence of the
country.
Mr. LeVesconte said that if the hon. gentle-

man had not made the remarks he had, he
would not have arisen to say anything. That
hon. gentleman had taken occasion to say

that, when three-fourths of the people
were disfranchised, then we would see
the glorious spectacle of the suffrage
reposing on property and intelligence. He (Mr.
Le Y.) joined issue "with that hon. gentlemen
and would tell him that this law was most
antagonistic to that policy which we were now
initiating—of calling out the able-bodied men
of this country for its defence. You asked
these men to fight on boldly, and yet denied
them the privilege they so* highly prized, of
voting for representatives in the house. These
men who were obliged to give up their time
and tbeir very heart’s blood for their country
were struck down. And for what? Not for
any fault of their own. No because it suited
the interests of a party which had, since the
time this unjust measure was first passed, been
adjudged unworthy of cofifidence and support.
Mr. Annand said .that the present was not

the time to discuss the Franchise Act.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that he would be ex-

ceedingly glad ifa bill could be introduced to
render the assessment through the counties of
the province more equable.
Mr. Tobin—said that the great difficulty

was to separate a question of this kind from
party considerations. If that could be done,
and the appointments could be made without
reference to political purposes perhaps the bill

sought for w'ould not be objectionable, but he
thought it was intended as an entering wedge
for other purposes.
Mr. Archibald—said that a glance at the

names to the petition would show the hon. gen-
tlemen that it had no party complexion. He
would find there the name of Mr. James who
might be supposed to represent one party but
he would also see the name of Mr. Farrell who
represented the other side of politics and yet
they both agreed upon this subject.
Mr. Parker—thought that there was a

necessity for some change in the present system
of assessment and he was in favor of an in-

come tax.
Mr. AllIson—was of the opinion that there

was no necessity for the measure sought for.

—

Under the present law the Grand Jury had the
power to re-commend general assessors. It
had been acted upon in the county lffi repre-
sented and no difficulty had been experienced
in carrying it out.
Mr. Miller presented a petition from the

Rev. Mr. Corteau and a number of other inhabi-
tants of L’Ardoise, praying for the establish-
ment of a post-office at that place, or that the
salary of the wray-office keeper be increased.
Mr. Ray introduced a bill to legalize the as-

sessment-rolls for the county of Annapolis.
Mr. J. Fraser presented a petition from

Donald McDonald, a mail carrier, praying for
an increase of salary.
Mr. Miller presented a petition from Rode-

rick Morrison and other inhabitants of Rich-
mond, against Confederation.
Mr. ANNANd presented several petitions—

from Eastern Passage, Margaret’s Bay, Law-
rencetown, Gays River, Waverly Gold Dig-
gings, and other portions of the eastern district

of Halifax county, against Confederation.
Mr. Ross presented a petition from Angus

Buchannan and 93 others, inhabitants of the
North Shore, on the same subject.

lion. Mr. Shannon introduced a bill to pro-
vide for the appropriation of police fines in the
town of Dartmouth.
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Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from
Little Glace Bay for additional mail accommo-
dation.
Mr. Archibald said that a petition had

been presented on a previous day from a per-
son who claimed to he the first discoverer of
gold in Nova Scotia and he believed it had
been referred to the committee on mines and
minerals. There was no doubt that whoever
the person was who was the means of opening
up this important and hitherto hidden source
of industry he was entitled to some mark of
consideration. He held in his hand the petition

of John Pulsifer, who advanced similar claims
to those he had alluded to, and he would move
to have it referred to the same committee.
Mr. Annand said he thought that Mr. Camp-

bell claimed to be the original discoverer. It
would be well, however, for a committee to in-

vestigate the subject.
MILITIA AFFAIRS.

Mr, Pryor, from the militia committee re-
ported partially. The report, amongst other
things, recommends the sum of $1600 for the
travelling expenses of inspecting field officers

and the Adjutant General,—the sum of $2745
for the training of thirty adj utants at head quar-
ters for 61 days, at $1.50 each per day,—and the
sum of $14,000 for the part clothing of 2000 ar-
tillerymen at $7 each.
Mr. Colin Campbell said that as a mem-

ber of the militia committee he objected to
these appropriations, not because he was op-
posed to the expenditure of any reasonable
amount of money that was necessary for the
defence of the country, but because he believed
that the greater portion of this amount would
be frittered away, as had been the case hither-
to in red tapeism and matters which were real-
ly of no benefit to the service. Take, for in-
stance, the appropriation of $1600 for the trav-
elling expenses of inspecting field officers—
what necessity, he would ask, was there for
that? Surely the sum of $1200 a year was a
sufficient salary for these officers, and amply
paid them for their , services. That amount
was fixed in last year’s estimates as their sala-
ry, and it was distinctly stated that there
should be no allowance for travelling expenses,
and yet it is now proposed to saddle the pro-
vince with this additional expense. Take again
the sum of $14,000 for the clothing of artillery-
men in Halifax—that seemed to him an enor-
mous and unnecessary expense, and however
anxious he might be to place the militia system
upon an efficient footing, he could not agree to
have the public money expended in such a
frivolous way as this. He must not forget
either in connection with this.branch of the sub-
ject, to remind the house that the Volunteers
of Nova Scotia whose claims did not appear to
be much thought of now, had spent large sums
of money to clothe .themselves, and he had in
his possession a memorandum ofthe expendi-
ture of ope company—the Uhebucto Grey’s of
Halifax—showing that they had spent during
the- first five years of their organizationfor uni-
form and other necessary expenses nearly $5,-

06Q. While the Scottish Bifleshe believed had
expended as much as $6,000—without receiv-
ing any government aid for that purpose.:

—

surely if the Volunteers could do this there was
no need for the public money being spent for
such a purpose. Then as regards the sum of
$2,745 for drilling, Adjutants—he considered
that a useless appropriation. It could not be

17

expected that men from the country would
come up to Halifax and spend sixty one
days in training. They could not afford to
spare the time, and the rate proposed would
not recompense them for the suspension of
their ordinary avocations.
As he had said before, he had no desire to

curtail the legitimate expenses of this most im-
portant branch of the public service, but he
felt it his duty to protest against the. public
money being wasted in frivolities such as
those he had pointed out. The time might ar-
rive when all the available means at the dis-
posal of the government would be required for
the defence of the country. Let them he kept
until then, and not squandered in useless pur-
poses, of no benefit to anybody save those con-
cerned in the expenditure. How, he would
ask, could he justify to his constituents the
voting of this large sum of money, when the
roads and bridges of his county were in such a
deplorable state? These were the reasons that
induced him to object to what he considered a
useless expenditure of the public funds—and,
although he was alone on the committee in the
views he held,—almost every other man being
a Colonel of Militia, or a member of the Court
of Enquiry recently held on Militia matters—
he felt that he would not be doing his duty to
his country if he failed to express the objections
he had to the report just submitted by the ma-
jority of the Committee,
Mr. Blanchard said that although a mem-

ber of the committee he had not the honor of
being either a colonel of the militia or one of
the militia convention. He would remind the
member for Digby that the- item he objected
to of $14,000 for artillerymen was not for Hali-
fax alone. It was proposed to clothe 2000 men,
500 of whom were to be in Halifax, and the re-
mainder between Pictou and Sydney. He
could hardly imagine that anybody would oh-
ject to this, as it was well known that in case
of necessity there were hot half enough men
to man the guns at the places named. As re-
gards the item for drill of adjutants lie would
say that the object was to perfect so many offi-

cers from each county in their drill as to do
away, to a large extent, with the necessity for
drill sergeants, and thus save that expense to
the country. He thought,that the hou. member
for Digby had small grounds to go upon when
he objected to these expenses for such an im-
portant service.
Mr. LeVesconte said that the hon. member

for Digby had thought proper to state that al-
most every*member of the committee was
either a colonel ol militia or a member of the
militia court. He (Mr. LeV.) happened tube
both; but that did not prevent him from giving
expression to the opinions he field, and al-
though he had been invited to take part in the
proceedings of the militia convention, and had
attended there, he had found it necessary to
object to much that had transpired, as was evi-,
denced by his dissenting from the report. He
thought the insinuation of the member for
Digby might have been spared.

ESTIMATES. ' ^

Hon. Fin. Sec. in laying upon the table of
the House the estimates of the probable reve-
nue and expenditures for the,current year, re-
marked upon the general prosperity of the
country, and the vigor and vitality exhibited
in every, branch ofindustry anditrade. He had
alluded, to this on a previous.day when fie had
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the honor of laying on the table of the House
the trade returns for the past nine months, and
he would now say that from present appearan-
ces he had no reason to anticipate any falling
off in the prosperity of the country for the
next twelve months; on the contrary there
were reasons why it was probable that the trade
of the country would be increased rather than
diminished during the ensuing year. When it

was considered what a large amount of money
would be circulated over the country for pub-
lic purposes, it would be understood how trade
must necessarily be stimulated by the increas-
ed importation of dutiable articles which
would be consumed by those engaged in
the construction of the public works that
were contemplated by the government.
In addition to this, the large amount
of capital which would be expended in
the Island of Cape Breton in developing the
coal fields of that locality, would add still

further to the prosperity of the Province. Ho
thought, therefore, he was fully justified in
assuming that there was no fear of a diminu-
tion of the present prosperous condition of the
provincial resources during the ensuing year.
The Estimates were based upon that assump-

tion and without detaining the House by any
farther general observations, he would proceed
to give the principal items of expenditure and
probable revenue.
The House was aware that the financial

year closed on the 30th September, so that the
accouut of expendituras submitted, was only
for nine months, while the estimate would
embrace the whole twelve months, from the
30th September, 1864, to 30th September, 1865.

From the Receiver General’s account it

would be seen that the total balance in his
hands, on the 30th Sept., ’64, was $225,000; and
there was due from the Casual Revenue $44,760;
Collectors of Colonial Revenue $53,538; Brew-
ers $2,667; Manufacturers of Tobacco $1,336;
Canada, New Brunswick, and P. E. Island
$7,300; Counties for road advances $11,969;
Hospital for Insane $30,392; Railway Depart-
ment $29,512; Pictou branch $11,152; Post Of-
fice Department $3,833; Old Copper Coin $2,-

464
;
making in all $424,079. Against that there

were outstanding liabilities to the extent of
$276,006 ;

leaving the nett balance to the credit

of the Province of $148,072.

The estimated revenue for the year 1865 is as
follows:

—

Customs and Excise duties $920,000; last year
it was $999,409; Light duty $35,009 ; last year
it was $40,000; Casual Revenue $50,000; last

year $53,000; Crown Lands $35,000; last year
$45,217; Canada, New Brunswick and P. E.
Island $4,500; Great Britain, for Sable Island,

$2,000; Hospital for Insane $20,000; last year
it was $20,229; Gold Fields $20,000; last year
$30,000; Railway Revenue $170,000; Post Office

$50,000; last year $43,000; Board of Revenue
$1,427; making a total of $1,307,927, which
added to the balance of last year, gives a total

of $1,456,000 estimated revenue for the year
1865.

The estimated expenditure for the ensuing
year is as follows:

—

Authorized by Law $495,140
To be voted by the Legislature 900,731

Making a total of. $1,385,871

Reaving a margin of $60,129.

It would be seen that if he had erred at all
in his calculations it was upon the safe side

:

and he thought it would be found that he had
estimated the revenue from the various sour-
ces, rather under than over the mark. He
would now turn to the abstract of expenses.
The additional amount to be voted for the

civil list is $8055; this includes $1875 for the
salary of the Governor’s Private Secretary for
a year and a half, from the time of the appoint-
ment of His present Excellency.
Criminal prosecutions $1600; Crown Land

Department $14,000; Coroners’ Inquests $1400.
Revenue expenses $47,840 ; J udiciary expen-

ses $1400; Poors’ Asylum $8100; Rations to
troops $100 ; Distressed seamen $200.
The vote for steam-boats and ferries is pretty

much the same as last year.
The next item he*would allude to was the'

grant for militia purposes. The Committee on
that subject bad not reported, but as it was
necessary to have the estimates before the
House in time to prepare the Revenue Bills, it

was impossible for him to wait for that. He
had therefore placed in the estimates the sum of
$81,000, which would be subject to any reduc-
tion the House might choose to make.
The grant to Collegiate Institutions was the

same as last year—with the exception of $1000'

to the Yarmouth Academy, and the Common
School Grant $114,400.
The sum of$16,000 is appropriated for Agricul-

tural purposes
;
$120,000 for Railway expenses

;

$12,000 for gold fields; relief of Indians $1200;
Board of Statistics $3000; Legislative expenses
calculated up to the 15th April, at which time
he hoped the business would be completed

—

$38,414: Overseers of the poor $8621; Naviga-
tion Securities $49,040; St. Peter’s- Canal $30,

-

000; Miscellaneous expenses pretty much as
last year—$15,220; roads and bridges $160,000;
special grants $102,400, in all $262,000 for roads.
These were the estimates for the year 1865,

and in laying upon the table he would move
that the usual supplies be granted and that the
House resolve itself into a committee for that
purpose on Monday next.
Mr. Arohibald called attention to what he

considered was an accidental omission on the
part of the Financial Secretary to provide for
the road to the Acadian Mines, upon which
subject he had spoken to the hon. Prov. Secy.
Hon. FiNii. Sect, said that the matter had

been brought to his attention, but too late to
have it included in the Estimates.
Mr. Lctngley said that he perceived that no

provision was made for an increase of salary
of the Light-house keepers at Port Williams
and Margarettsville.
Hon. Fine. Sect, thought that subject had

been referred to the Committee on Navigation
Securities, which had not yet reported.
Mr. Locke said—In looking over these esti-

mates, he could not help being struck with the
unfairness of the distribution, especially as re-
garded the county of Shelburne. He had no
objection to Queen’s county getting all she
could, but he thought it rather disproportion-
ate for her to get for special grants to roads and
bridges $4,500, while Shelburne only got $4,000.

Then for Navigation Securities, Queens’ gets

$2,915, and Shelburne only $700. If the sys-
tem was supposed to be based upon popular
tion, this was exceedingly unfair. The Finan-
cial Secy, stated that a large amount of money
would be expended in certain counties for rail-
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way purposes. That would seem to be a
good reason why the county of Pictou, at all

events, should not receive much additional aid

for her roads and bridges—aod yet upon look-

ing at the estimates he found on main road
to Antigonish county line $2100, main postroad
from West River $2000; post roads from Col-
chester county line to Pictou $2000, and roads
East Pictou $2000, besides other grants, making
over $10,000 extra grants for the county of Pic-

tou,—and yet Shelburne, which derived no di-

rect advantages from the railway, could not
get a grant for the road to Annapolis. He had
presented a petition early in the session, large-

ly signed, praying that a grant might be given
to construct this road which is so necessary to

the people of both counties. Shelburne is, he
believed, the only shore county without direct

communication with the agricultural counties
in the interior, and he thought it would have
been a small act of grace on the partof the go-
vernment to have granted a sum to commence
this road if they could not have given enough
at once to complete it. They have granted $30,*

000 to complete the St. Peter’s Canal, a large
mid, but one which he thought would fall very
far short of completing it, while one-half that
amount expended on the road from Shelburne
to Annapolis would have opened up communi-
cation between those two counties, and would
have been an expenditure, in his opinion, much
more useful and profitable than if made on the
canal. He hoped the Financial Secretary
would reconsider the matter and add to his es
timate some fair amount for the services refer-

red to, and thereby show that the government
were willing to deal equal justice to every por-
tion of the province without regard to either
the support or opposition they may receive
from any particular county.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that the truth

of the old adage, that kissing goes by favor,
could not he better illustrated than by the
estimate that had just been submitted. He
had always been under the impression that
the grant for the road and bridge service was
based on population, but to-day he had been
otherwise instructed.; and the house had only
to observe the glaring disproportion that this

estimate exhibited in relation to the counties
of Queens’ and Guysboro, to beconvinced that
some other less justifiable basis had been
adopted. As contrasted with Guysborough,
Queens’ was much the smaller county of the
two—and this as well in extent of territory as
in amount of population—and yet she received
$7,415 for special road and bridge grants, and
for Navigation securities; while Guysborough
only got $3350, or less than one half that
amount for the same objects. How, he would
ask, could this be accounted for. He could
perceive hut one reason—the members for
Queens’ supported the government, while
those for Guysborough were in opposition, and
he thought it not at all unlikely, considering
the way in which the constituency he repre-
sented had been treated in this matter that it

would be a long day before they would be other-
wise than in opposition. Take another case

—

the county of Antigonish received by this pre-
cious estimate in special grants for roads and
bridges, and navigation securities, no less than
$8,000, while Guysboro’, as he had already
mentioned, only got $3,350. Not oply had he
reason to find fault with this manifest dispro-
portion, hut he believed that a large amount

of the money voted to Antigonish for the ser-
vices referred to, would he actually thrown,
away. He thought that enough money, as well
private as public, had already been sunk in
Antigonishe Bay, and its vicinity, hut the go-
vernment seemed to think otherwise; and
hence the present enormous, not to say scan-
dalous, appropriation of the public money.
But not only was the unfairness of the distri-
bution of these funds for special objects most
conspicuous, but there was the mode in which
these transactions were managed, of which he
had good reason to/complain. He had present-
ed two petitions, signed by the Magistrates
and Grand Jury, and hundreds of other inha-
bitants of his county, asking for a special
grant for the main post road between Guysbo-
rough and Cape Canso.
This has been transferred to the Financial

Secretary, hut the government had not even
condescended to confer with him on the subject,
and the answer now given by them is that they
had not thought proper to make any provision
for it in the estimate. When it is considered that
this principally emanated from Cape Canso
and its neighbourhood—a community which
contributed large sums to the general revenues
of the province—when it is borne in mind that
it expressed the wishes and asserted the just
claims ofa locality of whose importance he need
only offer in proof the simple fact that it ships,
on an average, ever a thousand dollars value
in fish for every day in the year, he could not
but say that the present rulers of our country
were unfaithful stewards of the public inter-
ests, and offered no encouragement to a branch
of industry in which a large portion of the peo-
ple of the province were engaged. There was
another petition from Port Mulgrave—backed
by the counties of Antigonishe and Richmond—asking for a special grant to promote con-
nexion between that flourishing place
of business, and the adjacent country.
But to this petition the answer the es-
timate gives is not one penny for an object
which the petitioners from the counties of An-
tigonish, Richmond and Guysborough declare,
and declare truly, is an object of commanding
importance and general interest. He might be
told to provide for these objects out of the grant
of $3000, hut that would he adding offence . to
injustice. The county of Guysborough repre-
sents a large tract of country extending along
many miles of coast, intersected by numerous
rivers, which naturally necessitate the expen-
diture of a large amount for bridges, while the
rocky and peculiar character of much of the
surface of the land justified him in expecting a
larger share of consideration in these matters

;

and yet he was to he told to he content with
the paltry sum of $3000 to carry forward the
projected improvements to which he had re-
ferred, together with other special claims now

E
ressing upon his attention. Again, look at
tunenburg, she got $10,000 as a special grant

in aid of roads and bridges in that county.

—

Last year one of the members for that county
informed the house that he would not have
voted for the Pictou Railroad if he had not got
the extra grants he wanted

;
perhaps in order

to secure his vote this year upon some question
of importance to the government, an addition-
al sop was required, and, of course, it had to
he given whether right or wrong. He thought
he had good reason to complain of the partial
character of this estimate and of the way the
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public money goes when the position of the go-
vernment is to be secured. But the estimate
discloses another feature. He found that com-
paring that document with a similar one for
last year that the grant to the controller at
the Port of GuysborOugh Las been considera-
bly increased. This was another instance of
kissing going by favor. The hon. gentleman
contrasted the proposed salary with that of
other officers in his own and other counties at
smaller salaries, in whose offices business of
very much larger amount was transacted, and
from which greatly larger revenues were had.
How was this to be explained, only upon the
principle that kissing goes by favor. But did
the government know the locality of the office

at the Port of Guysborough. He could inform
them of an instance of a gentleman who was
engaged in the shipping business, and came to
Guysborough from a distance of nearly 50 miles
to see the Controller and Registrar. He had
travelled this distance on a cold, winter’s day

;

but when he reached Guysborough, he had to
be told that his journey was not then half
over

;
he had to travel so many miles up the

river, and so many miles down again, on the
other side, before he could reach the office,

or rather the official he was in search of.

The hasty review he had made of the mode in
which the special grants for roads and bridges
had been distributed between the different
counties, exhibited such a monstrous dispro-
portion as to induce him to hope that an ordi-
nary sense ofjustice would yet lead the house,
if not the government, to consider the claims
which had been overlooked. He could do no
more, at present, than to enter his solemn pro-
test against such flagrant injustice as the esti-
mate exhibited, and if no remedy was afforded
he must only refer the matter to his constitu-
ents, and ask them at the proper time to deal
in the proper style with a government, whose
duty it was, in the distribution of the people’s
money, to do equal justice to all, but who had
on this occasion, at all events, been guilty of
an entire forgetfulness of that imperative obli-
gation.
Mr. Killam said that it would be remem-

bered that last year when the government
brought in the bill to authorize the construc-
tion of the Pictou railroad they held out the
inducement that large grants would be made
to counties that did not immediately partici-

pate in the advantages of the railroad, that the
west would be particularly cared for, and they
undertook the construction of the Bridge over
Bear River a work admitted to be of great im-
portance to the west. He believed the lowest
estimate was about £4 or £5000, last year they
appropriated $12,000 and that amount has been
expended upon the work, and now when it

was well known that it could be completed in

the next twelve months, he only found $5,000
in the estimate, was that the way he would
ask for the government to treat this great
work? Was it because the late leader of the
government had left political life, that the
claims of the west were no longer regarded, or
was it because Annapolis had returned anoth-
er member in his place of different politics?

The hon. gentleman to whom he had alluded
(Mr. Johnston) had made use of strong lan-
guage when urging the claims of Annapolis
and he would read to the house what he had
said on that point. (Mr. Killam here read
from a speech delivered by Mr Johnston on

the subject.) Now it appeared that things had
changed and it was impossible for Annapolis
to get $10,000 to finish this bridge. In the
matter of roads, too, her interests had been
neglected, only $3,000 was appropriated for
that large county while Kings got $7,000. The
county of Digby also in common with the
other Western counties had reason to complain
—$3,900 for a county like that, that had been
contributing to the support of the railroads for
the last ten years, was a small sum indeed.
The hon. Prov. Secy, was very fond of allu-
ding to what was done in England on various
subjects, he (Mr. K.) would remind him that
the government there never commenced a
work and stopped in the middle of it, they vo-
ted the other day £250,000 for the defences of
Quebec, and £100,OOO forNova Scotia, £30,000 to
be spent in 1865. The government here should
take pattern by them and when they com-
mence a public work like the Bear River
Bridge, go on with it until it was completed.
Mr. Holin Campbell, said that it was the

habit for the hon. members to find fault when
they thought the interests of their counties had
been neglected; but the hon. member for Yar-
mouth was not content to complain of his own
county, but he took others also under his pro-
tection. Although when he considered the
state of the roads and bridges in his county,
(Digby), he must confess that the sum of $3,-

900 seemed small; yet, having endeavoured by
every means in his power to increase it, he
was obliged to be satisfied, and he thought
that Yarmouth ought to be satisfied with
$7,000.
Mr. Locke must apologize to the Financial

Secretary, he found Shelburne got $600 for
the beacon at Wesse’s ledge.
Hon. Finl. Secy.—the conplamt then is not

that you don’t get enough, but that somebody
else gets more.
Mr. Locke—you have placed in the esti-

mates $30,009 to comple St. Peter’s Canal—why
not put in so much to complete Bear River
bridge, and thus satisfy the people east and
west.
Mr. Blackwood said that nothing had

been provided for Colchester. He trusted that
a small sum would have been provided for a
new road recently opened to communicate
with the steamer at Point Brule—the people
had expended about £600 on it, and that sum
would be thrown away unless it was com-
pleted. He hoped the government would yet
see the necessity for a grant for this object.

He was surprised to find that not a dollar of
special grant was given to Colchester, while
Pictou got a large sum, although it was con-
templated to spend an immense sum there for
railway purposes. He did not think it was.
right or just, and he must prbtest against it.

Mr. McLelak presumed that it was an
omission on the part of the government and
that they would not leave the road referred to
in an unfinished state.

Mr. Archibald said that there were one or
two important services in the county of Col-
chester which he was convinced the govern-
ment Lad unintentionally o rerlooked. There
was the bridge at Board Landing, the last

bridgeon the Bay of Funday shore — a most
important work which will cost about £3000.
There was no doubt that a government to

satisfy everybody must be immaculate; the
public funds should, as far as possible, be dis-
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' tributed according to population and with a
due regard to tlie peculiar wants of each coun
ty. He had not had an opportunity to examine
the estimates thoroughly, hut he intended to
do so as soon as time would allow.
Mr. Blanchard said that he did not agree

with the member for G-uysborough, that kiss-
ing goes by favor

;
because if it did, Inverness

deserved to be highly favored—returning as
she did two government members. He would
take up one or two of the counties and com-
pare the way in which their wants bad been
respectively considered, and he did so with
the hope that even yet the government would
be induced to make some alteration. Take
the county of Inverness, with her large extent
of territory—a new county, too, to a large ex-
tent, without roads—and yet all the special
grant given to her was $5,000 ;

while Cumber-
land, with the same population, a much older
county, and no larger wants, got $10,000. Then
take Lunenburg—yes, “ even Lunenburg” got
$10,000. He would ask was it right—was it

even common justice that an old county like
Lunenburg, with the roads well established,
should receive double the amount of a county
like Inverness ? He asked the government,
and he wished to do so without any temper,
was this fair or reasonable? Then again take
Navigation securities—there were only two
sums voted for Inverness, of $300 each, ‘ upon
the usual conditions,’ that is, that two thirds of
the amount be raised by subscriptions. Why
was that added to these grants, he would ask,
while there was a grant to Halifax to remove
obstructions from Herring Cove, of $500, with-
out any conditions at all?
Mr. Pryor—That work will cost $1300.
Hon. Find. Secy.—The petition was accom-

panied with a subscription list, praying for
the grant upon the usual terms.
Mr. Blanchard.—continued—why was

there no provision, he would ask, for the wharf
at Port Hood, an important work not for In-
verness alone, but for the whole Island of Cape
Breton. Then there was the bridge over the
Margaree river; $5000 would build that—nearly
$2000 had been subscribed,—and yet not a
penny was voted for it. Mabou harbour, too,
was neglected—a work which would be a boon
of no ordinary kind. The county of Queens’
is also amongst the favored ones.
Mr. Allison—We have no St. Peters’

Canal.
Mr. Blanchard said the less said about

that the better. St. Peters’ Canal would be of
as much benefit to Liverpool as to Inverness.
Last year Liverpool had a large grant to deepen
the harbor, and now this year she gets $1500
more. If St. Peters’ Canal is to be of any ad-
vantage to Inverness, it would be equally so
to Cape Breton. Why then did she receive a
special road vote of $2,400 more than Inver-
ness?
Mr. Botjrinot—we should have double the

amount.
Mr. Blanchard said there was only one

reason that could be given and that was that
Cape Breton always sent faithful supporters
of the government, while Inverness had the
audacity to send one opponent. He warned
the government, however, that if they persist-
ed in this estimate Inverness would not long
send them two. Richmond, he found, got
$3000 from the extra grant and she was justly
entitled to it, and he only wished she could

have got more. He admitted that the grant of
$5000 to Inverness, in addition to the ordina-
ry grant, was a great boon, but he thought
some reason ought to be given for the large
difte ence between the grants in various coun-
ties, where the circumstances are the same. He
felt tempted to ask where Were his colleagues
when this estimate was concocted, and why
did they not protest against such gross in-
justice. It had been said that counties that
participated in the advantages of the railroads
must not expect large grants. How was it

then that Pictou got such a large grant? Over
$10,000.

Mr. D. Fraser—the railroad is not going to
build our roads and bridges.
Mr. Blanchard—In Inverness the bridges

are tumbling down, and in many places, there
are hundreds of persons without any roads at
all. He did hope that if the government did
nothing else they would do something to carry
out the provisions of the law of 1859, and spend
the money arising from Crown Lands—in the
numerous places and settlements where the
people were compelled to travel miles to their
homes over mountains where no roads existed,
and across unbridged streams. The hon.
member concluded by denouncing the estimate
as grossly partial and unjust, and hoped that
the government would yet amend it.

Hon. Atty. Genl. said that it was not in
the power ofany government to bring in a road
scale that would satisfy everybody, and the
Fin. Sec. who attempted to do so was simply
attempting an impossibility. Gentlemen were
disposed to view it simply in relation to the pe-
culiar wants of their own counties, and they
little knew the difficulties the government had
to contend with, whose duty it was to look to
the wants of the whole country, and to make
such provision as the condition of the public
revenues would allow. He had sat there four
years together and never got a single dollar of
extra grant for the roads of his country, and
yet he did not complain. The member for
Guysborough complained that a sum was vot-
ed for deepening Tracadie Harbor. He must
remember that they did not participate in the
extra road grant of last year, and if they did
get a little aid towards the subscriptions of the
inhabitants it was but carrying out the policy
of the government in such matters. He
thought that the member for Inverness, with
his special grant of $5000, ought not to com-
plain when he remembered that there were
some counties that could scarcely keep up their
present postal arrangements. As to the wharf
at Port Hood alluded to by that hon. gentle-
man he would say that the government intend-
ed to provide for that Work and to commence
the erection this autumn

;
and Inverness would

then be directly benefitted by the Pictou
Railroad and be brought into comunication
with it by steam to Port Hood. He
would remark that of the $50,000 voted for
special grants for roads and bridges for the
last 2 years, his county only $2000—none last
year at all, and if this year it got a small extra
grant for navigation securities, he did not think
it fair for that hon. gentlemen to object. He
would caution the member for Ghysborough
before he talked about money bewy* thrown
away on public works in his county to
make himself conversant with the facts.

He could tell him that this work had
succeeded beyond expectation and was
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likely to prove highly beneficial to the
fishing and coasting interests of the Eastern
part of the province. He was rather amused
at the anxiety evinced by the member for Yar-
mouth about the Bear River Bridge. When he
(the Atty. Genl) had advocated that work on
the occasion of the presentation of a petition
against it on a present day, that hon. gentle-
man had scarcely a word to say in its favor, he
had damned it with the faintest praise, but
now he was quite ready to attack the govern-
ment for not immediately proceeding to its

completion.

Mr. Tobin was not an upholder of the policy
pursued in the house in regard to these special
grants. He thought if there was a surplus re-

venue, there was just as much need for care
and caution in the distribution of the public
monies as when there was not. It was not
fair to contrast one county with another, for
they might be public works in one county re-

quiring special aid, which did not exist in the
other. The proper course would be for the go-
vernment to have an engineer, whose duty it

should be to report upon the desirability of any
public work before any money was granted,
and then if the circumstances of a county
really required special aid, let it be given. But
he did not approve of this system of one gen-
tleman after another getting up and complain-
ing that his county did not get enough, just be-
cause there happened to be plenty of money in
the treasury. If they had more revenue than
they wanted, let them unburden trade
and cut down the tariff. If ten per cent gave
too much revenue let it be reduced to seven
and a half. If free trade was to be the policy
let it flow as freely as possible. Allusion had
been made to the grant of $500 for deepening
the harbor at Herring Cove. That was hardly
sufficient to begin the work and the remainder
would have to be raised by subscription. That
harbor was very much resorted to, but of late
years it was gradually being obstructed so far,

which would soon render it unmanageable.

—

It was a work of great importance and he
thought that nobody should complain of the
small grant.
The hon. gentlemen concluded by again

expressing his opinion that there should be a
government engineer to report upon all such
works.

Mr. Pryor called attention to the necessity
for a further grant for the Poor’s Asylum. It
was impossible with the grant of last year to
support the transient paupers.

It appears that only $8000 has been voted
while last year 350 transient paupers had to be
maintained at a cost of j£2,840. The city paid
for all its paupers, but it would be impossible
for the commissioners to provide for the tran-
sient poor with the present grant.

Hon. Mr. McFaklanb said that during four
or five years Cumberland only received j£300
in all for her roads and bridges. Very few
gentlemen had any idea of what it cost to keep
up the roads and bridges in Cumberland.
Last year the bridges erected, with’those being
built this year would cost $40,000. The bridges
over the Wallace river and Pugwash harbor
were absolutely essential, and without them it

would be impossible to pass over the post r«ads.
He thought the government had dealt as libe-
ral as possible with the various counties, and
that no one had much cause to complain.

Mr. Miller enquired in what way the Go-
vernment intended to complete the St. Peter’s
Canal.
Hon. Prot. Sbc. replied that three proposi-

tions had been made to the Government. One
was to complete it as a marine railway, at a
cost cf $20,000—another, to construct a canal,
with a base of 22 feet, at a cost of $125,000

;
and

the other, with a wider base, for $170,000. The
Government would adopt the second proposal,
and would go on with it until completed—pro-
bably in two or three years. In the meantime,
they had provided in this year’s estimate as
much as could be expended this year.

Mr. Annand said there was one grant in the
estimates which met with his entire approval,
and that was the militia grant. The time had
arrived when we niust assume a considerable
share of our own defences, and he was glad
the Government were in a position to recom-
mend so large a grant.
Mr. Stewart Campbell regretted to find

no provision in the estimates for reporting and
publishing the decisions of the Supreme Court.
If the Government brought in a supplemental
estimate, he hoped they would yet provide for
it, as it was a service that would meet with the
general approval of the house and country.

Mr. S. MacDonnell endorsed the remarks
of the member for Guysborough. The service
alluded to would be of great benefit to the
country.
The adjourned debate was made the order of

the day for Monday. Then the house adjourn-
ed until 10 o’clock next day.

Saturday, 26th March.

The house met at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Hatfield presented a petition from the
district of Argyle against the present School
act.

Mr. Cowie, a petition from Daniel Palfrey,
and others, in regard to the payment of labor-
ers, which was referred to the committee on
the amendments of laws.
Mr. Robertson, 3 petitions from Barrington

against Confederation.
Mr. Whitman, a petition from Granville,

praying for a daily mail to Annapolis.

Mr. Balcom ihtrv)duoed a bill entitled an
act to Incorporate the East River Driving
Company of Sheet Harbor.

Hon. Att. Gen. presented a petition from
a number of inhabitants of Antigonish who
resort to a fishing place at Port Hood Island,
asking the house to take some measures for
the purpose of preventing disorder arising out
of the setting of nets.

Mr. Caldwell presented a memorial from
the grand jury and justices in session for the
county of Cape Breton, asking legislation to
prevent transient merchants, vending goods
without license, or taxation in support of coun-
ty purposes. He was permittted to introduce
a bill in accordance with the spirit of the me-
morial.
The house then went into committee and

passed the following bills:—To incorporate the
Commercial Bank of Windsor; to incorporate
the trustees of the Middle River church in con-
nection with the Presbyterian church of the
Lower Provinces; to authorize the trustees of
the Baptist French Mission at Yarmouth to

sell certain lands; to add an electoral district
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to the western division of the county of Hali-
fax

; to incorporate the central mining company.
The committee adjourned and reported pro-

gress.
Hon. Prov. Sec., by command, laid on the

table the report of the Mount Allison Wes-
leyan Academy for the year 1864

;
also, the re-

port of the Pictou Academy, the Horton Aca-
demy, and the St. Francis Xavier’s College for

the same period. Upon motion, they were re-

ferred to the Committee on Education.
Mr. Annand asked the Government to lay

upon the table a return showing the annual in-

eome and expenditure of the Crown Land de-

f
>artment, with the quantity of land sold from
860 to 1864—both years inclusive. Also, a re-

turn showing the number of the ports of entry
and clearance in the Province, and where
situated, distinguishing those created since the
control of the customs department was trans-
fured to the government and Legislature ofthe
country.
Also the number of persons employed in the

revenue department and the cost of the service
including salaries and commissions.
Also a return showing the number of Light-

Houses in this Province where located, distin-

guishing those built between 1st January 1840
and 31st January 1864 from those previously
erected.
Then the House adjourned until 3 o’clock on

Monday.

Monday, March 27th.
House met at 3 o’clock.

THIRD READING.
The following bills were read a third time:

—

A bill to add a polling place in the county of
Halifax

;
a bill to authorize the trustees of the

Baptist church in Yarmouth to sell certain
lands for church purposes; a bill to incorporate
the trustees of the Presbyterian church ofMid-
dle River; a bill to incorporate the Mabou coal
mining company.

BILLS REPORTED.
Mr. Archibald, chairman of the commit-

tee upon the amendment of laws, reported the
following bills :—A bill relating to the settle-
ment and support of the poor; a bill for the

?
rotection of the rights of married women.
he committee reported against this bill as

originally introduced, as being an invasion of
established rights, which they could not re-
commend. Also reported in favor of a bill re-
commended by a majority of the sessions of
Queen’s county, to place that county under the
operation of the new statute labor law. Also
reported against a bill to amend chapter 79 re-
vised statutes, of pilotage and harbor masters;
aud in favor of a bill introduced by the mem-
ber for Cape Breton, to amend the county as-
sessment law, the object .of which is to give
mutuality in the matter of appeals

;
also in fa-

vor of a bill relating to reserved crown lands
in Cape Breton to be appropriated for road pur-
poses; also favorably of a bill introduced by
the member for Cumberland, Mr Donkin. The
object of this bill is to obviate the inconveni-
ence felt under the present law of the constant
change of grand jurors. Under the present
system, just as fast as one set ofjurors became
acquainted with their duties they were super-
ceded by another set who had to learn the same
thing over again. It was proposed by this law
always to have a certain number of the old
jury upon the new panel.

As regards a petition referred to them from
Liverpool, praying for a law compelling em-
ployers to make cash payments for labor, the
committee feel that as it commences in such
excellent terms, referring to the bounties of
Providence, the blessings of peace, and the
prosperous state of the finances, it was well
worthy the attention of the house; but they
regret that they cannot recommend the con-
cluding portion of it, as they consider the ex-
isting law quite sufficient to meet the question.

STATUTE LABOR.
Mr. Cowie moved that the bill relating to

the statute labor law in Queens county be de-
ferred for three months, as he considered, if it

was carried out, it would create great hard-
ship upon the poorer portion of the popula-
tion.

Mr. Archibald said that the committee had
no means of knowing the opinion of the majo-
rity of the inhabitants, they simply went by
what was brought before them.
Mr. Allison said that a resolution in favor

of the bill now recommended by the committee
had been passed at the sessions by a vote of13
to 5. That resolution had been sent to him, and
he was bound to take it as expressive of the
wishes of the people on the subject.

Mr. Cowie had no objection to the northern
part of the county having the benefit of the
law.
Mr. Locke thought the law should be made

general over the whole Province.
Mr. LeVesconte thought that if the mem-

ber for South Queens felt satisfied that the law
would not work well in his district, he was en-
titled to the same courtesy as was extended to
other hon. gentlemen last year, who got their
counties exempted. He opposed the applica-
tion of the law to his county last session, be •

cause he thought it was unsuited to its wants,
and he did not think the law should be cram-
med down the throats of the people, whether
they wanted it or not.
Mr. Miller said he was one of the commit-

tee to whom the bill had been referred, and he
had supported it because he thought it was in
accordance with the wishes of the representa-
tives of the county. Last session he had voted
for the exemption of those counties that wished
it, and in order to be consistent, he must sup-
port the motion of the member for South
Queens, (Mr. Cowie.)
Mr. Parker referred to the unequal manner

in which the burden of the performance of sta-
tute labor was distributed. The poorer classes
have to perform the larger proportion of the
work, while the rich escape with comparative-
ly little.

Mr. S. McDonnell was also a member of
the committee, and had recommended the bill

;

but he now found that while one of the mem-
bers for the county was in favor of it, the other
two were against it, and he should therefore be
compelled to vote for the motion to defer it.

Hon. Fin. Sec., as a member of the commit-
tee, should feel obliged to sustain the report of
the committee, and he did so from his own
conviction that the law was right.

Mr. S. Campbell said that as it appeared to
be fashionable for members ©f the committee
to give explanations, he would say that he
should continue the action he had taken on the
committee, and support the bill. He had al-

ways been in favor of the present law. It was
said that the effect of the bill was to reduce the
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amount of statute labor. He did not think it

lay in the mouths of the members for Queens to

complain of this, when the large special grants
that county had received were taken into con-
sideration—more than 50 per cent, over Guys-
boro’, which had a much larger extent of terri-

tory and greater wants.
Mr. Miller said that last session an attempt

was made to force this law upon certain coun-
ties, but owing to the activity of the member
for Lunenburg, the vote was rescinded on the
following day. He did not think it right to
force an obnoxious law upon any county that
did not want it.

Mr. Cowie said that this law would bear
very hard upon a certain class in the town of
Liverpool, who would have to perform five

days’ labor, while now they had only to do two.
Mr. Allison could not understand how the

poor man could object to this law, which was
based upon property. The old law, in his
opinion, was much more oppressive upon that
class than the present one, and exempted the
wealthier classes from the performance of work
which they would have to do under this bill.

Mr. Archibald said that if the majority of
the people did not want this bill, it was not
right to force it on them; but if the majority of
the Sessions required it, they must take their
vote as representing the feeling of the county.
Mr. John Campbell was understood not

to be opposed to the bill personally, but he
thought it would not operate equitably upon
the portion of the population who resided along
the shore.
Mr. Bourinot was inclined to support the

views of the member for North Queens.
Hon. Att’y Gen. referred to the present

anomalous condition of the present statute la-

bor law. The law professed to be general

—

whereas, in point of fact, ten out of the eighteen
counties were exempted from its operation.
He had always been in favor of this law, as a
great improvement upon the old law, and he
trusted that before long those counties which
had rejected it would see their mistake.
Mr. LeVesconte said that no doubt the hon.

gentleman who came from that favored county
where the sun shines day and night, could
afford to pity the ignorance of those who could
not see the benefits of this law; but he, for one,
was not disposed to force upon the people a
law hey did not want.
After some further remarks the question was

taken upon the motion to defer the bill for 3
months, when there appeared for the motion
18, against 21. The bill was then committed.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a return of

light houses asked for by the member for Hali-
fax (Mr. Annand.) He remarked that the in-
formation in reference to crown lands could be
obtained from the journals.
Mr. Annand doubted whether he could ob-

tain it from that source.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said if he could not, he would

apply to the crown land commissioner for it.

On motion of Mr. Longley the petitions on
the table on the subject of Dalhousie college
were referred to the committee on education.
Hon. Pro. Sec. gave notice that the commit-

tee would meet on Wednesday next at 11 o’-

clock—to hear the views of Rev. Dr. Cramp and
Rev. Mr. McMurray, and any other person in-
terested in the subject.
Hon. Mr. Shannon introduced a bill to au-

thorize the appointment of new trustees for
the Halifax Grammar school.

Dr. Brown presented a petition from Wil-
liam Porter, of Lockhartville, for increased sa-
lary as a way office keeper.

the estimates.
Hon. Fin. Sec. moved that the Estimates be

retaken up, and referred to the Committee of
Supply.
Mr. Killam moved in amendment that the

Estimates be referred back to the government,
for the purpose of making amendments there-
in. He did not consider that justice was done
to the western counties, and referred to the ca-
ses of Digby and Annapolis in particular. Dig-
by was peculiarly situated

;
it required more

roads in proportion to its extent than any other
county in the Province. He referred to a line
of road connecting Weymouth with the county
of Yarmouth,—for the first fifteen miles it was
pretty well improved, but after that it was im-
possible for teams to get along. Money was
wanted for that purpose, but the road grant for
Digby was so small that none could be spared.
Yarmouth itself had not that full share which
she required for necessary improvements.

—

That county, in consequence of its water com-
munication, required a great many roads—
many ofthem had to run parallel to each other
because rivers intervened. Annapolis was in
the same position, and yet she had but a small
grant. Bear River Bridge might be added by
some gentlemen to the bridge grant, but this
was a provincial rather than a county work.

—

He had hoped, with the. flourishing condition
of the treasury, justice would have been done
to the western counties which contributed so
largely to the revenue.
Mr. Colin Campbell said that there was no

doubt that the money had not been divided
with the fairness he had hoped it would have
been. He considered that Yarmouth had a
very large grant in comparison with what Dig-
by received. He had endeavored to induce the
Government to give his county more than was
allotted to it, for it had a great many roads to
keep up.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that it must be a matter

of congratulation to the Government that they
had been able to frame an estimate which was
almost unassailable. All that gentlemen could
do was to attempt to exaggerate the facts in
reference to Digby and Annapolis. He thought
the members for those counties should be the
last ones to complain, in view of the way they
had been treated for the past two years
Reference had been made to Pictou, and to the
fact of the large expenditure that was to be in-
curred in connection with the railway to that;
county. That fact operated largely on his mind
last session

;
and when other counties got their,

thousands for their roads and bridges, not a
farthing went into the county which he had the
honor to represent. He dissented, however,
from the idea that because there would proba-
bly be a large expenditure in that county, it

should not.receive a fairshare of the road and
bridge grant. The house could not but acknow-
ledge that the member for Yarmouth, at all
events, had no reason for complaint.
Mr. Hatfield said—Look at Lunenburg;

she has more in proportion than Yarmouth.
Hon. Fin. Sec. went on to say that the hon.

member could not with justice complain of hi&
share, and stated that Digby and Annapolis*
with a population of 30,000 in all, had received
in two years $36,000,,

including navigation se-
curities, or $18,000 each. He did not intend to
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say that that grant was too much, hut what he
deprecated was, that gentlemen should, not-
withstanding the anxious desire of the govern-
ment to meet their views, endeavor to make
out that there was an attempt to treat any
counties unfairly. The government had dis-

tributed the grants in view of the requirements
of the several counties, and not with the object
of pleasing any particular person. He explain-
ed that the grant of $10,000 for Pictou was di-

vided iuto $6000 for the west, and $4000 for the
east district. Four thousand of the former
amount went to the construction of roads im-
portant for the railway; the other two thou-
sand was for the main post road. In East Pic-
tou, at the present moment, they were indebt-
ed to the extent of over $4000 for expenditures
in connection with the main post roads alone,
and it would be seen that not a dollar would
go to any of the cross roads in the county.
Mr. Bay expressed his surprise at the argu-

ments that had been used with reference to
Annapolis as well as Bear Biver bridge. He
understood gentlemen the other day to say
that that work was a provincial work, of ad-
vantage to the western counties generally.
How the argument seemed to be that it was a
local work, and that Digby and Anuapolis
ought to bear the expense of its construction.
He conceived that that bridge was a work
which a large number of people in his own
county, as well as Digby, did not care very
much about; it was simply yery useful for the
travelling public. He felt grateful to the hon.
member for Yarmouth for the trouble he had
taken, in respect to Annapolis. He felt that
there were other gentlemen around the bench-
es who must be of the opinion that that county
had not received the full justice to which she
was entitled. Out of 18 counties there were
only 7 that exceeded her in population, and yet
she was placed among the lowest on the extra
grants this year. He trusted that the govern-
ment would reconsider the matter and do An-
napolis justice in the supplementary estimate
which he understood they intended bringing in.

Hon. Pkov. Sec. said that he had heard a
good many remarks made in the house under
extraordinary circumstances

;
but this was the

first time in his recollection that any gentle-
man came forward to assail the estimate be-
cause some county outside of his own did not
receive sufficient consideration in his opinion.
The hon. member for Yarmouth had been
obliged to address some very spirited remarks
to the House before he could excite the
slightest dissatisfaction on the part of any of
the members of those counties whose cause he
had so valiantly espoused. He (Dr. T.) was
under the impression that the hon. member en-
tirely concurred in the estimate of last year of
which the present was a counterpart, that he
was a party in arranging it, and that he got
everything he asked for. And he there-

fore felt that the hon. gentleman, finding that
he ha 1 no cause for complaint in respect to his

own county, was obliged to go to those of other
gentlemen in order to make out a case against
the Government.

It was unnecessary, however, to labor the
question, for no case whatever had been made
out. The hon. gentleman had destroyed the
very case which he had undertaken to put),;

'

when he asserted that Bear Iiivei4rBlridge wa6''

a provincial undpftaki^g^
{
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than the Pictou railway? Why, then, should
the building of that railway deprive Pictou of
any share of the road grant? It would not do
for gentlemen, in view of the fact that the mem-
bers for Digby, Annapolis, and Yarmouth had.
united for years on the floors of the house to
demand the construction of the bridge, and
finally succeeded, now to turn round and say
that they did not care much about it. If the
bridge was pfm value, let that be clearly un-
derstood, and farther expense in connection
with it prev< nt id at once. Ho one could, how-
ever, deny lha; that work subserved the inter-
ests and views of the people of the counties in
which it was situated. He believed that the
debate, so far, proved that substantial justice
had been done to all sections of the-Province,
for no one had been able to show that any
county had been treated unfairly.
Mr. Annand said he took exception to the

estimates, on the ground that they did not d©
justice to a party in the house

;
that they

were framed with a view of subserving political
interests. On reference to the road scale intro-
duced by the present Government it would be
seen that the county of Halifax was entitled to
a fourteenth part, and Lunenburgh to one-se-
venteenth. In the subdivision of the special
grants of this and last year, Lunenburg was
tenth, and Halifax thirteenth,—therefore were
the Government convicted by their own act.

—

He called upon them to explain why it was
counties represented by Conservative mem-
bers should have large grants, whilst those re-
presented by Liberal gentlemen only received
small amounts. The hon. gentleman then went
on to refer to the grants to Antigonishe, Anna-
polis, Cape Breton, Digby, Lunenburg, &c.

—

Hants, to be sure, got a very small sum, but
then the railway to Annapolis was to be built,
under the resolution on the table, and a large
expenditure would be incurred in bridging the
Avon. To sum up the whole case, thers were
14 counties, which might be called Conserva-
tive for the' present, represented by 33 mem-
bers, who got $104,640, or equivalent to $7,474
for each county, whilst the other five counties
—Halifax being divided into two districts—re-
presented by Liberal members, only re-
ceived $16,800, or $3,360. In other words, for
every pound given to Liberal members, there
were two pounds five shillings given to a Con-
servative, and he left out of consideration the
grant given to the St. Peter’s Canal. This was
the first time since he had the honor of a seat
in the house he had seen party politics drawn
into the road scale to such an enor-
mous extent. In 1863 the Conserva
tive members got pound for pound with those
who supported the Government of the day.
Hon. Atty. Gen-

, said that it was not to be
expected that the government would bring in
an estimate that would please everybody.
The hon. member for East Halifax had referr-
ed to the grants for Halifax and Lunenburg,
and instituted comparisons between the two,
but he forgot that the money was distributed
according to the peculiar circumstances of a
county. Last year it was decided to give as
large an amount of the extra grants, .as? <was
possible* to thOse dOuhties that*Could not^diarect-
1^1 *tbei'benefils Iddrifeedi from railways.

!Halifax was- considferesrh to ibe-fespecially bene-
ffitted by the-railway; and therefore did&ottget

large amounti I ' Hants kadi been referred- to,

geutlemep^wouM: feel that a&itho railway
it hn,i; oil ni uoj.) nit iaittrmbjK 'JOif.bwiB any/*
oiiiaoqqo ni 910w odi 'io madatom
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ran through it in different directions it could
not expect a large grant from the government.
Last year Lunenburg was anxious to make
connection with the railway at Windsor for

the advantage of a large number of the people
of that county; therefore there was one reason
why she should have been largely consider-
ed in the division of the extra grant last year.

Three gentlemen supporting the government
represented West Halifax and yet that district

did not receive more consideration than the
Eastern section of the county, therefore it

would be seen that as far as that county was
concerned there was no party feeling exhibited
in the distribution of the grant. The same
reason that kept Pictou without a dollar last

year applied to Antigonishe. The money was
distributed this year as it had been last in re-

ference to the peculiar wants of a county. In
some counties for instance, several bridges had
gone down, and it required considerable sums
to rebuild them. Reference had been made to

Guysboro and Queens, but it would be remem-
bered that in a large portion of the latter coun-
ty it was very difficult to make roads. It

would also be borne in mind that for years the
county of Guysboro had large advances from
the treasury. The province had given a large
sum towards a line of road to Guysboro
through Musquodobit. The county which he
represented had not received out of the special
road grant of £50,000 for the last two years
more than to the extent of $2000. It was true
that considerable amounts had been given to
finish certain works in connection with its

harbours, but the people had also come for-

ward and subscribed to the same a large sum.
Hon. Fin. Sec., in reply to the hon. member

for East Halifax, denied that the government
in making up the estimates had been influ-

enced by political considerations, and went
on to show how that honourable gentleman
when Financial Secretary had discharged
his duty towards those counties which sup-
ported or opposed him. Of the small amount
($10,000) given as a special grant in 1862, $8,-

000 was given to counties represented by
friends of the government of the day

;
and here

the hon. gentleman read over the various items
to corroborate his assertion. Again in 1863, he
continued, out of $14,000 for special grants, the
opposition only got $1600. So the hon. mem-
ber, it would be seen, ought to be the last per-
son to talk of partiality being exhibited to-

wards any party in the House. The charge
brought against the present estimate fell, how-
ever, entirely to the [ground, if any one would
take the trouble to analyse it. The hon. gen-
tleman, in conclusion, referred to several items
to bear out his assertion, and stated that he
had accidentally omitted in the estimate the
road from Plaister Cove to Tracadie, but it

would be rectified.

Mr. Longley felt he would be scarcely do-
ing justice to his own feelings if he was silent
on the present occasion. He was not without
some small measure of gratitude to the hon.
member for Yarmouth that he had taken so
much pains to vindicate the claims of Annapo-
lis, and regretted that the government "had not
seen their way clear to an increase of the grant
to that county. As it was, however, the grant
stood out in most favorable contrast to that
which was given in previous years when there
was another administration in power, and the
[members of the county were in opposition.

Then there could be only doled out seventy-
five pounds, where five hundred was given
last year. Last year, it would be as well to
mention, there was given by the government
a larger sum than that county had ever
received for the past ten years in the shape of
public grants. He thought it was exceed-
ingly unfortunate that the people in Digby,
Annapolis, and Yarmouth had been so late in
finding out that an important public enterprise
which would cost at least five thousand pounds
by the time it is finished, was of very little

value. He regretted that there should be a
diversity of opinion in Aunapolis in respect to
this bridge. He could well make allowance
for the sentiments and wishes of the petition-
ers before the House, but the more their me-
morial was examined the more obvious was it

that the feeling in the county was merely local.

Would it be believed by the house that only
68 vessels, or a little over one a week, were
annually cleared from the port of Bear River?
If there was a sufficient draw placed on the
bridge, what foundation for complaint could
there be? He could not say a single word in
disrespect of any portion of his constituents
who had chosen to express their dissatisfaction
with the bridge, but he must say that he thought
they should have taken energetic measures to
stop its construction before any large expen-
diture had been incurred. It seemed to him,
if there was such a strong feeling against this
undertaking, those who resided in the imme
diate locality should have backed their petition
wi h force and energy. It was eithe^an un-
dertaking that possessed merit, or it was one
that ought to be condemned. It was now,
however, assumed by the government—and
rightly so he felt—after the energetic advoca-
cy of the bridge that had been going on for
years in the house, that it was of great public
importance, and they had given a large sum
towards its completion. The county of Anna-
polis was getting, in the first place, a special
grant of $3000 for the road service, and at least
$2000 for this, as he conceived, very important
undertaking. Then we might assume that
another thousand dollars would be required to
complete the bridge. So, in reality, Annapolis
was not getting less than $6000. He confessed
that, in comparison with Kings’ County, it

might very well have got another thousand

;

but, in view of the proposed railway, which he
considered with much greater interest than
mere local works, he thought it had no reason
for complaint. He trusted that the govern-
ment having taken up this matter in earnest, the
time was not far distant when the people of
Kings’ and Annapolis would have railway
communication with the metropolis.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said it was amus-

ing to hear the hon. member for Annapolis
speak of these local works as of little import-
ance in the opinion of the country with the
grand railways which are to be built at no dis-
tant day. That hon geutleman had changed
his views respecting railways very consider
ably of late, for gentlemen would remember
the time when he and those who stood beside
him opposed these large matters iu view of
these “ merely local concerns.” The hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary might say “ no,” but he him-
self was one of those who upheld that very
doctrine.. He (Mr. C.) had ‘been surprized to
hear the Attorney General, who was well ac-
quainted with Guysboro’, declare that that
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county had not suffered as much injustice as
its representatives considered it had. Allu-
sion had been made to the story of the old
Guysboro’ road and it was endeavored to

make the county chargeable with the expenses
ofthat undertaking, and as a reason why the
grant this year should be so limited. The lion,

gentleman, however, must have known that
that was a line of road of 170 miles, the greater
part of which was through the forest, and that
therefore it was necessary that large sums
should be expended on it. Every year the fund s

of the county had gone to maintain that road.
The hon. gentleman knew that taking a single
bridge on the road, nearly £2000 was spent on
it, Guysboro’ found it necessary, year after
year, in addition to its ordinary grants, to bor-
row large sums of money, to be expended on
that same line of road, and in this way its re-
presentatives had been cramped in the means
at their disposal. If the county was charge-
able with that road, was not the honour-
able member himself equally so for
large sums of money that had been sunk
for years on Arisaig Pier—which was as use-
less as the snag at Parrsboro. As respects the
fog trumpet at Cranberry Island, it had been
asked for by the constituents of the hon. Finl.
Sec’y, and it was just as chargeable to Pictou,
Queens, or any other county in the province.
Supposing it were chargeable, however, then
Little Hope Light house should be charged to
Queens’, and in that case that county trebled
Guysboro’ in its grant. The grant to
Hants was small, but would any one believe
that a county with four representatives sup-
porting the government had not the pro-
mise of something that did not yet appear.
Victoria was one of the favored counties; and
a large portion of the grant would go towards
a line of road, which, it was said, was intend-
ed to benefit the hon. member (Mr. C. JV Camp-
bell) himself. Again there was an advance of
$564 to one John McLelan, for a road to a gold
district. A similar claim had come up from
Guysboro’ for the small sum of £20, incurred
by a commissioner, and yet the only satisfac-
tion the members of the county could get was a
declaration that they could bring in a bill to
assess the people for the amount. In conclu-
sion, Mr. Campbell said he was glad to hear
the Financial Secretary state he was going to
make provision for a road that had been omit-
ted in the Estimate—it was tantamount to an
acknowledgment that justice had not been
done to Guysboro’.
Mr. Jost said that he was exceedingly

grateful to those hon. gentlemen who had
make such special reference to Lunenburg and
censured the government for giving that coun-
ty so much money. He took a very different
view of the matter. He believed the govern-
ment had tried to give Lunenburg what she
was entitled to, but nevertheless they had not
given her enough, and he could give plenty of
reasons for it, if he had time. One thing he
might mention for the information of the
house, and that was, that the late government
out of a special grant of $12000 gave $2400 or
about one fifth of the whole to Lunenburg.
Now, out of the present la ge grant it only re-
ceived one tenth.
Mr. C. J. Campbell said that the hon. mem-

ber for Guysboro’ always endeavored to have
a shot at Victoria, but that hon. gentleman,
with his long experience in the house, should

know better than to come up with his hear-
says He might have found out, if he tried,

that the road over Kelly’s Mountain was one
of the most useful roads to the public, not only
in Victoria, but in the whole of Cape Breton.
The hon. gentleman should know that it was
a monument of the foresight of the member
who obtained its construction. The hon. gen-
tleman had also referred to the road to a
gold district, but he should be the last per-
son to complain inasmuch as he had had large
grants for the same purpose for several years.
Mr. Killam said that the Provincial Secre-

tary, in the course of his remarks, had ad-
mitted that Bear River Bridge was a great
public improvement that ought not to fall on
Digby and Annapolis alone. It was too large
a work for any one county to be fairly charge-
able for. Now that the Pictou Railway was a
fixed fact, the hon. Financial Secretary was as
anxious as any one for his special grants, and
gave his reasons for it. That hon. gentle-
man had got the railway, and did not now
care a farthing about the claims of the West.
Not three days ago he had stated that Digby
had got enough and should not have more.
Hon. Fnsr. Sec.—I was talking about Bear

River Bridge, and said that I conceived in view
ofthe large grant to that undertaking, and what
they would have to get to finish it, they got as
much in proportion as any other counties.
Mr. Killam believed the hon. member said

they got more, but it did not matter much. It
had been stated, last session, that he (Mr. K.)
as well as the members for Digby were satis-
fied. Did not the Prov. Sec. know that he was
in the caucus, and insisted upon having more
for Yarmouth and Digby?
Hon. Pbov. Sec.—And you got every dollar

of it.

Mr. Killam did not, but had gone out of the
caucus, and never went again. Subsequently
he was told that a thousand dollars in addi-
tion had been given, and said it was not
enough.
Hon. Peov. Sec—That was all you asked

for.

Mr. Killam—The hon. member for Digby
had told him that last year he only got out of
the grant the small amount of $350 for the
township of Clare; that he was writing a letter
to the government on the subject, and that if

he did not get more he did not know what he
would do. If we had a fFinanoial Secretary
belonging to a business that enlarged
a man’s views—if he were a merchant,,
then the claims of all parts of the county
would not be so likely to be overlooked

;
bnt>

he belonged to a profession that would take a
pound of flesh off a man’s back if he thought
it necessary. In conclusion the hon. gentle-
man again advocated the claims of Digby and
Annapolis to more consideration.
Mr. LeVesconte said that it had been sta-

ted that if the hon. member (Mr. Robicheau)
were present, he would express his dissatisfac-
tion with the estimate of last year. Now when-
that hon. gentleman came up to Halifax this
session, he said that he had been treated so
handsomely that he was ready to do anything
he could for him (Mr. LeVe.)
Mr. Hatfield said that he had heard \h»

hon. member for Digby, himself say he was
not satisfied with the grant he received Iasi
year, that he considered it an insult to hist
county.
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EVENING SESSION.

The house resumed at half-past 7 o’clock.

A call of the house was had.

Mr. Locke drew attention to the fact that
while the whole extra grant was $154,000, Cape
Breton received of it no less than $66,400, or
over one third, while her population did not
exceed one-fifth of the rest of the Province.
Hon. Finl. Secy.—That includes the grant

for the St. Peter’s Canal.
Mr. LeVesconte said that the hon. gentle-

man forgot to calculate the large amount spent
in Nova Scotia proper on railroads.
Mr. Locke—It was true that he included

the grant to St. Peter’s Canal, but that was
exclusively for Cape Breton.
Mr. LeVesconte—Does the hon. gentleman

mean to say that it would not be of as much
advantage to Nova Scotia vessels as to those
of Cape Breton.
Hon. Prov. Secy.—Perhaps the member

for Shelburne does not intend his vessels to
visit Cape Breton?
Mr.LocKE said the member for Richmond was
mistaken when he said that the benefits of the
railroads were confined to Nova Scotia proper.
The Pictou line would be of as much advan-
tage to Cape Breton as to Pictou. The hon.
gentleman went on to remark upon the un-
fairness of the distribution of the extra grants,
all the counties to the east got a large share,
while the west got none with the exception of
Queens. He did not say that county did not
require what she got, but he did think it ex-
ceedingly unfair that Shelburne, which derived
no advantages from the Railroad should re-

ceive so small a grant. Pictou with so large
a grant for railroads, should provide for her
own common roads. Amongst the grants in
the estimates authorized by law, he observed
the salary of the Governor’s private Secretary.
—He was rather inclined to think that was
not authorized by law. He was rather sur-
prised at the government putting that grant as
prominently before the country. It swept
away the last vestige of the great retrench-
ment scheme—for this was the only grant that
had come under its operation. The govern-
ment in now placing it upon the statute book
proclaimed to the country that the whole
scheme from beginning to end was a delusion,
and only intended to deceive. This vote too
was ex post facto in its relation, for it not only
provided for the next year’s salary, but for the
last half year as well.
Mr. McKay was astonished that any one

should find fault with the paltry grant to Pic-
tou, when it was well known that she received
no special grant last year at all. And up to

this time she could not be said to have derived
any advantage from railroad expenditure, un-
less it was from the small sum spent in pre-
liminary surveys. If that great work was
looked upon, as it should be, as a Provincial
work, surely it was no reason, because it was
constructed through the county of Pictou, that
she should receive no aid for her local wants.
Thq special grant given to Pictou this year was
much needed, the roads being in such a con-
dition as to interfere with the passage of the
mails.
Mr. Locke would remind the hon. member

that if it had not been for Shelburne Pictou
would never have had her railroad. The time
was, when the question of railroad extension

to Truro, was pretty hard run, and the mem-
bers for Shelburne came to its rescue. He
thought it would be a graceful act on the part
of the members for Pictou to give up to Shel-
burne those $10,000 of extra grant to build the
road to Annapolis.
Mr. Donald Fraser said that he had bet-

ter ask the members for Colchester to do the
same. As regards the obligations alluded to
by that hon. gentleman he would only say
that he hoped that Pictou would never have
to depend upon his vote, for any aid she re-
quired.
Mr. LeVesconte said that he was sorry

the hon. member for Shelburne could not get
up to speak upon auy subject without casting
a slur upon the St. Peter’s Canal. He did not
wish to be constantly parading the claims of
Cape Breton, but he would not sit there and
hear that Island abused without at all events
endeavouring to give a Roland for an Oliver.
It was easy to understand the cause of the
hostility evinced upon all occasions not only by
the hon. member for Shelburne but also by
the leader of the opposition to the Island of
Cape Breton and her interests. She unfortu-
nately happened to send to the assembly
more members to support the government
than was agreeable to the feelings of those
hon. gentlemen, and hence it was that they
were constantly dragging into every debate
the subject of the St. Peter’s Canal, and desig-
nating that great work as a hole, a ditch, or
some opprobrious epithet of that kind. Re
would advise those hon. gentlemen before they
indulged in language like this, to know what
they were talking about. He did not think
either of them knew the advantages which the
completion of that work would confer not only
upon Cape Breton but upon the province gen-
erally. He would remind those gentlemen
that their party was pledged to carry on this
work—at the time of the inception of the rail-

road system they pledged themselves to prose-
cute this undertaking—and now when they
find that another government is meting out to
Cape Breton that justice which they denied to
her, they endeavor to cast a slur upon the
whole thing and to find fault with those who
were doing what they should have done long
ago. Although not in very good health, he
hoped yet to live to see the completion of that
great work, and to have the member for Shel-
burne and the leader of the opposition see for
themselves the benefits that will result from it.

He would venture to say that having once seen
for themselves the necessity for this great work
they would come back here and read their re-

cantation of all they had said against it. He
hoped that there would be an end of these sec-
tional jealousies and that every one would give
his aid to whatever was calculated to promote
the interests of the whole province.
Mr. Locke denied that he had shewn any

hostility to Cape Breton. His object was sim-
ply to point out the dispi*oportionate way in
which the road grant had been distributed.
His opposition to the St. Peter’s Canal arose
from his conviction that it never could be of
any benefit either to the people of Cape Breton
or anybody else.

Mr. Blanchard said there were two modes
of viewing this question of the distribution of
the road grant; one was in relation to the pe-
culiar and pressing wants of the different loca-

lities, and the other was in an entirely sectional
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aspect. This latter view was not the correct

way of dealing with this subject. It was not
right to say, as the hon. member for Lunen-
burg said, “ we have had this vote before, and
we must have it again but the proper crite-

rion should be the pressing wants of the differ-

ent counties, and they should be dealt with ir-

respective of political considerations. When-
ever it was made to appear that a county had
large public works which it was impossible to

provide for out of the ordinary grant, then
special provision should be made for it. They
had heard a great deal about the county ofLun-
enburg and its claims. He should very much
like to know what they were. That county
had received $22,000 in two years for special
grants. He would like the members for the
county to inform the house what great works,
were in course of construction there, that re-

quired this expenditure. Then again the coun-
ty of Queens gets $4500 additional for her roads,
what great claims have they and what benefit
are they to the adjoining counties. How dif-

ferent from the position of the roads in his
county which benefitted the adjoining coun-
ties as well, he had been laboring for years to

get a road through Inverness to Victoria which
would shorten the distance to the capital for
the whole^population of Victoria, twenty-eight
miles, and he could get no aid to it, altho it

was a matter in which the people of Victoria
were just as much interested as those of In-
verness, why was it he would ask that Vic-
toria had $1000 more this year than last
year, and is now equal to Inverness and re-
ceiving $5,000.
Then again upon the subject of navigation

securities, Queen’s got $3,000. This may be all

required, and he did not say it was not, but why
was it, he would ask, that the claims of Inver-
ness, in this particular, were also overlooked.
The Attorney General had promised that he
would provide for the erection ofa wharfat Port
Hood next year. It was all very well to talk
about next year, and he hoped that the antici-
pations of the Financial Secretary as to an
increased revenue would be realized.
Hon. Finl. Secy, said the hon. gentleman

misunderstood him. He said there was every
reason to anticipate that there would be no
diminution of the revenue this year.
Mr. Blanchard said that he meant from

twelve month to twelve month. He would
ask whether there was any reasonable pros-
pect of the revenue for the year 1865 being
equal to that of 1864. He thought that, judg-
ing froifi the opinions of the Halifax merchants,
there was every reason to anticipate a depres-
sion in trade and consequent falling off in the
revenue. He did not suppose that there
was ever a time in which greater un-
certainty was exhibited in mercantile affairs
than the present. He was, therefore, inclined
to think that if the chance of Port Hood getting
her wharf, depended upon the increased reve-
nue of 1865, sl« had a pretty bad prospect.

—

(The hon. gentleman here contrasted the grants
to various counties with that given to Inver-
ness, and asked why it was that Liverpool
should get $1500 for deepening the harbour,
while Port Hood could get nothing—although
there was no other harbor along that
coast for 150 miles.) The claims of Ma-
bou also had been neglected year by year.
There might be special reasons why this pre-
ference was shown, but if there were he should

like to hear them. The bridge over Margaree
river also did not get a copper. Kings could
get her money. Queens, Lunenburg, all could
get what they wanted, but Inverness must
stand aside for a year and probably for a much
longer time. It had been said that the Pictou
railroad was going to be of great benefit to In-
verness. He admitted that some advantages
would be derived from it and last year he had
voted for it with that view, but since then the
route had been changed, so as to bring it nearer
to Antigonish which would be much more be-
nefitted by it than Inverness. Then why was
it that Antigonish should receive the large
grant she did, and why was Inverness passed
over? Look again at the County

4
of Halifax,

the eastern district with her miles*upon miles
of roads, and its numerous bridges, only got
the same as western Halifax.
Mr. Tobin.—East Halifax gets two-thirds of

the ordinary road grant.
Mr. Blanchard—If she requires two-thirds

of the ordinary grant why not receive the
same proportion of the special grant? It had
been said that Cumberland must have so much
to keep up and build her bridges. She was
lucky to have any bridges at all. He could
show them in Cape Breton river after river
with no bridges at all, and travellers had to
ford them or go many miles round the mouth,
as was the case with the Margaree river.

Hon. Pro. Sec—How many miles?
Mr. Blanchard—Some 17 or 18 miles. He

had placed upon the table, in connection with
the petition for a grant, a subscription list of
upwards of .£500, and yet no grant had been
given. He did not wish to look at this matter
in a sectional point of view, but he thought the
government should adopt some mode of mak-
ing themselves acquainted with the wants of
the country, and should distribute the money,
not amongst their own supporters, but as far
as possible according to population, and where
it was most required. He did not think that
$100,000 should be thrown down to be scram-
bled for. The leader of the opposition had a
quiet way of approaching the government and
somehow or the other generally got what he
w’anted. The member for Victoria last session
adopted a different style and pitched into the
government right and left, and the consequence
was another $1000 was added to Victoria. The
member for Kings was also a little restive in
harness, and he had to be quieted with $7000
for roads, and so on. But poor Inverness !

—

One of her members was in opposition, and the
others were decile, and she had to remain as
she was. He had felt it his duty to draw the
attention of the government and the house to
the injustice of the distribution of the public
monies, and he did so without any wish to re-

flect too harshly upon them, and in the hope
that even yet Inverness would receive what he
considered was her just rights—and if not he
would not be surprised if the people of Inver-
ness would no longer consider it their duty to
support a government who had so scandalous-
ly overlooked their interests.
Mr. Kaulback said that he was unavoida-

bly absent this afternoon when the estimates
came up for discussion; but from the attitude
assumed by honorable gentlemen opposite the
other day wjien the estimates were brought
down, he had good reason to believe that
Lunenburg, as usual, came in foy its full share
of reproach. He was neither surprised nor
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sorry for it, as it perhaps saved him from mak-
ing a false step, as he would frankly admit
that he thought of opposing the estimates, on
the grounds that the claims of the County he
had the honor to represent were not sufficiently
considered or provided for by the Government.
The hon. member for Inverness just now inti-

mated that the Government were obliged to
retain their position by subsidising certain re-
fractory gentlemen. This certainly could not
apply to him (Mr. K.) He thought it the duty
of every gentleman to stand up and show their
claims to the special grants they are to receive,
when the j ustice of them were questioned. He
was ready to support and justify the Govern-
ment, and to answer the many enquiries made
by the Opposition as to the claims of Lunen-
burg—of which some gentlemen are, or appear
to.be, so ignorant. The exigencies of the pub-
lic service demanded, and the members for the
County had been obliged, for the accommoda-
tion of Counties west as far as Yarmouth,
to largely provide for a new mail route;
and the late government opened and granted
money on a road through part of Lunen-
burg and Hants to connect with the rail-

way. This road would be of great importance
also to Annapolis and other counties. Being
such an important public undertaking it could
not be expected that the members could pro-
vide for it out of the ordinary road grant of the
county. The special grant would scarcely per-
fect these public works and provide for the
over-expenditures and advances required on
them last year. They were then left to
manage as best they could for the local road
and bridge service of the county. The hon-
ourable member for Guysborough taunted
him with being subsidized by extra grants
last year to support the Pictou railway,
and that an additional sop was required to se-

cure his vote on important questions this year.
It was with ill-grace that that gentleman talks
about sops—it was well not to harrow up the
past. The position he (Mr. K.) took last year
he had good reason to believe commended it-

self to the people who sent him here. What he
admitted then was—that the roads and bridges
ofthe country were of more direct service to the
people than any railway, and if they were to

be deprived of money to open up and improve
the roads in order to carry on a railroad, he
would vote against it. The hon. gentleman for

Shelburne admitted that the Government had
given him all he asked for, and yet he is not
satisfied, because ev.n Lunenburg gets too
mush. He felt persuaded that the present Go-
vernment could never satisfy that honorable
gentleman. Is it because Lunenburg has al-

ways been neglected and despised that her
members were to be silent now? No; never
so long as he was present here, and could raise

his voice in this house. Let us look at what is

proposed to be voted for navigation securities,

for which Lunenburg never received anything,
—-$50,000. Let us look at the large sum also

for packets, steamboats, and ferries, over $11,-

000. Out of this what does, or what did Lu-
enburg ever get? Why, only a few dollars

for a ferry across LaHave river. Is this fair?

is it justice? Now he was in hopes that the
government would have considered themselves
justified in providing in their estimates a
sufficient salary for a steamer to ply along
this coast from Liverpool eastward. It was
not his .or his colleague’s fault that this

had not been done. They were asked to
support railways and canals

;
but a few

thousand dollars were thought too much for
a steamer for the accommodation of half
a dozen counties. The Government might
have taken the proper course by referring the
matter to the committee on trace and manu-
factures. He sincerely hoped it would not be
given the go-by, but that the committee would
favor the application and recommend a suffi-

cient sum for the purpose. He would vote for
the Estimates, because he believed Lunenburg
would fare worse if exposed to the tender
mercy of gentlemen opposite.
Mr. S. McDonnell, said that he must admit

with his hon. colleague, (Mr. Blanchard) that
Inverness had not received that consideration
at the hands of the government to which it was
entitled, but he would tell that hon. gentleman,
and he believed the government would bear
him out that it was not owing to a want of ap-
plication on his part. He had urged the claims
of the county upon the government to the best
of his ability, but he must say that his colleague
and himself had not heard the claims of Inver-
ness so clamorously set forth during the exist-
ence of the late government as they had been
that night. That hon. gentlemen represented
that county for four years before he (Mr. McD.)
came to the house, and numerous applications
wrere gent to the Legislature to have something
done for the public works in which the county
is interested, but they did not even receive a
respectful answer. He (Mr. McD.) had been
only a representative of Inverness for a few
months and if he had done nothingmore, he had
succeeded in getting the government to send
an Engineer down to survey and examine the
great public works to which the hon. gen-
tlemen had referred, and that was more than
the late government had done during four
years. He had been disappointed to find that
there was no provision made to build the
wharf at Port Hoed. The house were already
aware that that w ork was looked upon as inti-

mately connected with the railway to Pictou

;

it was requisite in order to benefit the island
that that railway should have some
point of communication with it—which

S
oint must be either at Port Hood or
tabou. In urging this matter he did

not do so solely as a member of the coun-
ty of Inverness—it was a work in which
not only the island of Cape Breton, but the
whole Province, had a deep interest. He trust-

ed, however, that the Gbvernment would make
some provision for its construction, and that it

would be carried on ere long. During last sum-
mer there were steamers plying up the strait

to P. E. Island, but in consequence of the want
of a public landing-place they never touched
at Port Hood. He had heard the Financial
Secretary that evening refer to roads in Pictou
to communicate with the railway, and thought
that steps should also be taken to have the
wharf in question built, so that Cape Breton
might participate in the benefits of the great
public work now in course of cmistruction.
Mr. Bill said that hon. gentlemen need be

under no fears that the county of Kings would
find any difficulty in disposing of the grant it

had received. The enterprising inhabitants of
Oak Point had made up their minds to build a
fine wharf, which would cost a large sum, and
all they asked for was $1,000. This was a
work of a Provincial character, which would
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afford very great facilities for the shipment of
goods and pi oduce. If time would permit, he
would show the house the number of import-
ant services for which money was wanted in
the county he had the honor to represent. In
this connection the hon. gentleman referred to
several roads on which money could be spent
to the great advantage of the county, for they
shortened the distance very materially, and af-

forded accommodation to the farmers that they
needed very much. He thought, on the whole,
Kings had not received all that she wanted.

Mr. Cowie said that the harbour of Liver-
pool, to which reference had been made, was a
bar harbour, and the people wished very much
that it should be deepened. Very many valu-
able vessels—some of them quite new—had
been lost in consequence of that bar. The
people had laid out several thousand pounds,
and asked comparatively little assistance for a
work which was of provincial importance.

Mr. Tobin took exception to the estimates,
not upon the ground assumed by the member
for Yarmouth, but because the grants were too
large. In view of the commercial condition of
the country, he thought it would be wise for
the Government to husband their means. Last
year very extravagant grants had been made
to all the Counties. Perhaps they were re-
quired at that time to put the road and bridge
service in a respectable state; but that large
expenditure did not warrant a continuance of
the same this year. He was inclined to think
that the hon. member for Yarmouth was not
actuated by the disinterested motives that
generally distinguished his action in the house,
for it looked very much as if he was setting a
crib to catch the Annapolis and Digby larks.
Did not the hon. gentlemen know that for four
years the pet lambs were up to their eyes in
clover and received more consideration" from
the house than any other county in the Pro-
vince? He was inclined to think that any one
looking over the face of this country would find
that the road and bridge service was not in a
very bad state, and did nM require such large
special grants. These large grants about to bo
given were actually more than the whole road
and bridge service amounted to a few years
ago. We were then on.y able to give £25000/or
that purpose,butnow we granted $160,000, and
$102,000 in special grants, or $262,000 in all.—
The hon. gentlemen then expressed his opinion
that the money spent on Kelly’s Road in Vic-
toria was a wise expenditure, and went on to
say that Halifax could easily spend the sum
allotted to her. There was a road from Peggy’s
Cove to Prospect that required to be built for
accommodation of the people around the shore.
Again there was the deepening of Herring
Cove, $500 would not be, at all sufficient, and
some of their special grant would have to be
taken to help the work along. East Halifax,
he believed, had never been unfairly treated;
the hon. member who represented itwould re-
member that he had always supported him in
getting a special grant, and he (Mr. T.) had
actually given him some moneys that belong-
ed to the western district. That hon. gentle-
man had represented the county for the last
ten years and yet had never built a light
house at Jeddore but that service was now
provided for in the present Estimate.

—

He was inclined to move a resolution re-
ferring the Estimates back to the Govern-

ment for the purpose of striking out all the
special grants, with a few exceptions, such as
Bear River Bridge. What he wished was,
that the Government should employ an en-
gineer to report on the whole subject. In con-
clusion, Mr. Tobin referred to the strange atti-

tude assumed by the hon. member for Yar-
mouth, who was a good deal like an individual
who once lived in New Amsterdam—the old
name ofNew York—called Ben Schuyler, who
appeared to belong to nobody. He did not
think that hon. gentleman would make im-
pression upon the western members, for it

could not be denied that they had received
pretty fair consideration. He doubted, he
added, if the revenue for 1865 would be as
large as that of 1864, and advised every
economy in the public expenditure.

Mr. Annan® was happy to hear for the first

time, that he was under obligations to the hon.
member for West Haliiax. He must thank him
for allowing East Halifax with an area three
times as great as West Halifax to be placed
upon the same footing with regard to the road
scale. As respects the light-house at Jeddore,
he was glad to find it in the estimates, but the
hon. member knew that he (Mr. A.) was not in
a position to influence the Government in the
matter. He endorsed, however, the views of
the hon. member, in respect to the large grants
made this year. At a time like the present,
when the whole financial world is in a condi-
tion of uneasiness, we should husband our
means. The house was asked to pass in a sin-
gle night the immense sum of £900,000. He
asked the Government why it was they had
delayed so long in bringing down the estimates

;

the financial year ended on the last of Septem-
ber, and they had three months wherein to pre-
pare them. He would venture i o assert in re-
ply to what had fallen from the Financial Se-
cretary, that during the time he held that
office the grants were framed with justice to
both political partie. The hon. gentleman here
read a statement, shewing that in 1862 the spe-
cial road and bridge grant was $12,000, and the
navigation securities $9900, and that out of this
whole sum ($21,900; $12,000, including a grant
of $2000 to Antigonishe, went to Conserva-
tive constituencies. This year, however, the
very reverse was the case—a Conservative got
two pounds for every pound given to a Liberal,
Would gentlemen opposite uphold the princi-
ple that a Liberal should pay twice as many
taxes as a Conseruative. The late government
had granted $2400 to Lunenburg in 1863 in or-
der to construct a load to Mill Village—a road
of great advantage to the whole western shore.

Hon. Mr. McEaelane said that during the
ten years he sat in opposition Cumberland
only got $1800 of special grants. In 1861 $1600
Was given for the Pugwash river, but it was
only on paper—it was never drawn out of the
treasury. The present estimate was framed to
meet the exigencies of the country, and would
commend itself to the good sense of the coun-
try.

Hon. Fin. Sec. said that not a single point
had been made out against the estimate that
night—they had heard nothing but declama-
tion. No hon. member had ventured to put
his finger upon a single item and say he was
prepared to test the opinions of the house in

reference to it. He did not think it necessary
to spend further time in mere declamation.



144 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

Mr. Blanchard was surprised to hear the
hon. gentleman use the language he had in re-

ference to the remarks of any gentleman.

—

Mere declamation, indeed! He would tell the
hon. gentleman that they had a right to speak
as much as they pleased. As long as he occu-
pied a seat in the house he would not be dicta-
ted to by any one as to the course he should
pursue in discussing a public question. He
would warn the hon. Financial Secretary, that,
if he wished to pass the estimates, he would
have to be more temperate in his style of lan-
guage towards the house.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that the hon. member

got angry for every little reason, for there was
no desire whatever to dictate to any one in the
house. He had stated, without ground of of-

fence that gentlemen had not succeeded in ma-
king a point against the estimates, but that all

they could urge was mere declamation.
Mr. Stewart Campbell %aid that it did

not say much for the Government that they
should have been six weeks in session and
have only brought down their estimates a day
cr two previously. A matter involving so many
important interests should be discussed with
due deliberation. The opposition might be in
a minority in the house at the present, but then
their responsibilities to the people of the coun-
try were not less than those that attached to

the government.
After some further desultory discussion, Mr.

Locke moved that the estimate be deferred
back for the purpose of dividing the special
grants for roads and bridges on the same prin-
ciple and in the same proportion as observed in
the ordinary road grant.
On a division, the motion was lostby 28 to 10.

Yeas—Heffernan, Ray, Blackwood, McLelan,
Locke, S. Campbell, Annand, Blanchard, Ross,
Balcnm. Nays—C. Campbell, Donkin, Bill,

LeVesconte, J. Fraser, D. Fraser, E. L: Brown,
Killam, McKay, Hatfield, Allison, G. Brown,
Whitman, Ktulback, Tobin, Hamilton, Long-
ley, Jost, Miller, McFarlane, Hill, Caldwell,
Prov. Secy., Smith, Cowie, McKinnon, Colin
Cambell, King.
Mr. Killam’s motion was then put and lost,

by a division of 12 to 26. The vote was as fol-

lows: Yeas—Heffernan, G. Brown, Killam,
Ray, Blackwood, McLelan, S. Campbell, Ross,
Annand, Balcam, Blanchard, Colin Campbell.
Nays—Bill, J. Fraser, Locke, E. L. Brown, C.
J. Campbell, Hatfield, D. Fraser, LeVesconte,
Donkin, Kaulback, Tobin, Hamilton, Jost, Al-
lison, Longley, Miller, Hill, Prov. Secy., Smith,
Caldwell, Cowie, King, McFarlane, McKinnon,
Whitman, McKay.
The original motion to go into supply was

then put and carried. The house then resolved
into committee of supply, Mr. Caldwell in the
chair.
Several services in the estimates were then

put and carried. In reference to the vote of
$600 salary, and $500 travelling expenses to an
Inspector in connection with the Revenue De-
partment,
Mr. S. Campbell asked what necessity there

was for that officer.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that it was considered
necessary in the interest of the public to have
an officer whose duty it would be to travel
through the different sections of the country
and endeavor as far ts possible to report upon
the condition in which the different offices

stood, and assimilate the practice of the de-

partment. It was the practice of the Govern-
ment to send an officer from time to time to
ascertain by personal inspection whether the
revenue laws were vigilantly enforced, and
the house could not but come to the conclusion
that the expenditure in the present case was
wise.
Mr. Blanchard said that the house should

have had a report from the officer in question,
so that it might be seen what he had been
doing. When the late Government was in
power, no such officer existed, but there was a
person who took the pains to go round and
make enquiries—that person was the Finan-
cial Secretary. That gentleman ought to be
more competent to examine into the way the
accounts were made out and arrange the col-

lection of the duties than any subordinate
officer.

Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that the officers of
the different Governments had been accus-
tomed to visit the country occasionally, but it

was quite impossible for any member of the
Administration to discharge these duties effi-

ciently. So much so had that been found to be
the case, that the late Government had been
obliged to send an efficient officer to perform
just such duties as were assigned to the person
in question.
In answer to a question from Mr. McLelan,

the Financial Secretary stated that the enor-
mous increase in the revenue had naturally
increased the amount paid for commissions.
Some desultory conversation then took place

in reference to the Registrars of Shipping, who
are paid in accordance with the wish of the
House a3 expressed last year.
Mr. Blam chard said that he noticed that in

Cumberland there were two Registrars—one at
Parrsboro’ and another at Pugwash; it was
the only county that was so favored.
Hon. Prov. Sec. replied that Parrsboro’ was

formerly a part of Kings County, and a Regis-
try of Shipping was established at that port,

which was one of the old ports of entry
;
sub-

sequently Pugwash, which was the principal
place of shipbuilding in the county, and which
was over one hundred miles from Parrsboro’,
was made a port of registry; there was a large
amount of shipbuilding carried on in this

latter place.
Mr. Stewart Campbell laid stress on the

necessity of the officer being found at the port
of registry in Guysboro’.
ggMr. Annand said that when he went to Mar-
g uree some time ago, he heard a similar com-
plaint in reference to the officer there. He told

that person that he must have his office where
the business of the port was done; he would
not, however, change, and so he was dismissed.
Mr. Blanchard said that the present gov-

ernment had re-appointed the same officer, who
was doing the very same thing he did before.

Dr. Hamilton said that he was making en-
quiries in connection with the shipping of Kings
in order to apply for the establishment of a port
of registry in that county.
The grants for steamboats, packets, and fer-

ries passed after seme explanations. In refer-

ence to the grant of $1600 for a steamer be-

tween Pictou and P. E. Island, it was stated
that arrangements are made that that amount
should be given provided the steamer called at

Brule. Mr. D. Fraser also mentioned that the
packet between Georgetown, P. E. I., and Pic-

tou, for which a grant of $200 was given, was a
great public convenience.
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In reference to the grant of $400 for repair-

ing a ferry boat at Little Bras d’Or, Mr. Ross
stated that that service was a most important
one. The blocks and tanks, and other things
required to make the boat thoroughly efficient,

would cost a good deal, and he therefore
thought the money was well expended. He re-

gretted that the grant for the new steamer on
the lake had not been larger. A company had
been formed, and a new boat built, which
would probably be ready by June next. It

would be a great public convenience. The ma-
jority of the members for Cape Breton had
sent in a memorial on the subject, and they all

had hoped the grant would have bee'n larger.

Mr. Longley took exception to the grant of
$1000 to Dalhousie College, but said he would
not move against it at that time.
Mr. Miller alluded to the necessity that ex-

isted for reporting the decisions of the Supreme
Court. Such reports would not only be of be-
nefit to the legal profession but would save li-

tigation all throughout the country.—If the de-
cisions, for instance, in reference to points of
law in connection with cases of ejectment were
known, much expense and trouble would be
saved to the country.
Mr. S. Campbell followed to the same ef-

fect.

Hon. Fin. Sec. stated the question had not
been determined.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane said, in reference to

the agricultural grant of $16,000, $6,000 was un-
der the act of last year, and the remainder was
intended for the importation of stock.
Mr. Miller thought much saying might be

effected in respect to the travelling expenses
and postage of members.
In reference to the grant of $200 to Amos

Black, the Pro. Sec. stated that that person and
his wife had been employed in the asylum.
Having left his property, and made other ar-
rangements, in order to fulfil his duties,

he was suddenly removed by the late Govern-
ment. He had called upon the late Prov. Sec.
who stated that his case was one deserving of
consideration. However, the case was never
considered until the present.
Mr. Blanchard asked ifthe bon. Provincial

Secretary would apply the same principle to
other officers who have been dismissed.
Mr Blackwood thought the salary given

to the Emigration Agent was thro wn away.

—

It would be better to spend the money in open-
ing up roads. If the money expended aided
immigration into the country, he would be sa-
tisfied, but it did not.
Mr. Stewart Campbell expressed sur-

prize that the agent should reside only in Ha-
lifax when the Legislature met. The late offi-

cer made arrangements to live permanently in
Halifax, but he was summarily dismissed.
Mr. D. Fraser said that it was the first duty

of the Government to encourage immigration
into the country. Our public works were going
to suffer for want of laborers. The Railway in
Cape Breton would take away the assistance
that might otherwise be given by that part of
the country.
Mr. McLelan said that if the money was

expended for the advantage of immigration he
weuld be quite satisfied; but, on referring to
the accounts, he found that it had been disbur-
sed in little sums of 50 cents and 75 cents to
beggars around the street, and for paying the
sweeping out of the office.

Hon. Provincial Secretary said that
the time for considering the question was
when the law was put on tha
Statute Book. It was quite true that this
Province had not hitherto received any amount
of immigration; but it was also true that tha
expenditure in connection with the service was
very insignificant in comparison with what
had been made by the adjoining Province. If
there was a time when it was desirable, and
when it might be hoped something would be
accomplished in the direction of immigration,
it is during the present year. He was not
without hope that measures might be taken
which would have the effect of obtaining soma
return for the efforts that have been made by
the Legislature. The expense incurred was
very small, and no large results could be ex-
pected. The salary of the Immigration Agent
was £200 a year. There was an efficient officer

constantly at his post in Halifax—one who was
a perfect enthusiast on the subject of Immi-
gration—whilst the head resided at a place
which must become a most important immigra-
tion port.
Mr. McLelan said that he did not mean to

say that the office should be abolished
;
but

what he wished was, that the officer should
show something for the money expended.
After some little explanation on one or two

points, the committee passed through the re-
maining, items, and then rose and reported.
The House adjourned at 11 o’clock.

Tuesday, March 28.

House met at 2 o’clock.
Mr. Ross introduced a bill to incorporate the

Royal Albert Lodge of Freemasons in North
Sydney.
Dr. Hamilton asked leave to introduce a-

bill to incorporate the Oak point’ pier company
at Cornwallis.
Some discussion ensued as to whether this

bill was of a private nature, requiring the usual
fee of five pounds.
Dr. Hamilton withdrew the bill, for the pre-

sent.
Ou motion of Mr. Balcam the bill to incor-

porate the East River driving company was
read a second time.
Mr. Bourinot presented a petition from

Cow Bay, praying that no licenses be granted
in that locality. The hon. gentleman stated
that this petition had been presented to the
sessions, and although signed by the majority
of the inhabitants, it had been disregarded.
The petition was read and laid on the table.

estimates.
Upon the resolutions moved in committee of

supply being taken up
Mr. Archibald said that the motions which

had been made on the previous day by the
hon. members for Yarmouth and Shelburne, in
reference to the estimates, were not such as had
commended themselves to his judgment. The
first one was to refer the estimates back to the
government, so as to have a further provision
made for the county of Annapolis. He did not
think that the hon. gentleman (Mr. Killam,)
who made that motion had shown sufficient
grounds to the house to interfere in the matter,
and therefore he did not feel justified in voting
for it. Then, again, the hon. member for Shel-
burne had moved that the whole of the special
grants be struck out, and that the sum provided
for that service be divided between the differ-
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ent counties upon tlie Same principle as the or-
dinary road grant was apportioned. He could
not approve of this, because he always felt that
there were certain special services in every
county, which required special aid, and if they
were not provided for specifically, they would
never be accomplished. And therefore, while
he had no doubt that those hon. gentle-
men had sufficient reason to justify them in the
course they took, he did not feel that sufficient
ground had ' been shown to induce him to
support their views.
He thought that it was high time, however,

that some change should be made in the pre-
sent system. The hon. member for Halifax
(Mr. Tobin) had. made a very good suggestion
—that before any grant was made for special
purposes, a report should be made to the house
by a competent engineer that the work was de-
serving of public aid. He objected to the
mode in which these special grants were dis-
tributed by the estimates now under considera-
tion, as being different in principle from any
ever submitted by any previous Government.
He would invite the attention of the house for
a moment to the different Counties that had
received special aid. (The hon. gentleman here
read a list of the various counties provided
for in the estimates.) Here were no less than
fifteen counties receiving large special grants,
and no one public service was specified, and no
information was given to shew whether the mo-
ney was required or not. Could any one fail to
draw the conclusion that these sums were
granted, not because the exigencies of the dif-

fer ent counties required the provision, but in
order to satisfy the clamors of Government
supporters. This was not the proper principle.
What he should like to see would be the
road grant distributed upon a fair and equit-
able basis, with a due regard to the special
wants of each county. If these special grants
could not bear investigation—if they could not
be justified as required by the wants of the
people—then they were not deserving of the
consideration of the house, and should not
have been placed in the estimates. The very
fact that the larger part of this money was di-

vided amongst government supporters showed
that there was something wrong. A discussion
had taken place on a previous day, on the sub-
ject of tjie Bear River bridge. He was quite
prepared, to admit that this was just one of
those cases which it was impossible for the
members of the county to provide for out of
the ordinary grant, and the government feeling

• that, had made special provision for it; but
it would be much more satisfactory to the
house and the country that in this and all simi-
lar cases where special grants were made that
the reason which necessitated the extra grant
should be laid before the house so as to
satisfy them that the service was really
required. The proper system, no doubt, was
that suggested by the honorable member for
Halifax, that before the house was called upon
to vote any money for special, objects, there
should be a report made by a competent officer

showing the advisability of the work and^ the
reasons which rendered a special grant neces-
sary—and then if the house was convinced
that the service was outside, and beyond the
power of the members to provide for it oiit of
the ordinary grant, it was right and proper
that special aid should be given. He thought
that the government had the means of furnish-

ing the house with this information for he ob-
served in the estimates the sum of $1600 to
pay fi>r the services of a civil Engineer. He
would ask where had this gentlemen been en-
gaged, and what public service had he per-
formed. Surely if there was a government
Engineer—he could not be better employed

•than in furnishing the information he had al-

luded to. He would ask then, was this a prop-
er position for a government to occupy? That
in the distribution of $100,000, they were not
able to give a single reason why these grants
were made? He did not doubt that many of
the counties were justly entitled to the grants
they had received, but any one would under-
stand in how much better position they would
stand, if this House was informed of the
reasons which induced the government to
select them in preference to others. If it was
made to appear that the services were really
essential, then the suspicion of favoritism
would be removed and no objection could be
offered to suitable provision being made for
the pressing wants of any particular county.

—

It was high time then he thought that the
present system should be changed—and they
must either abolish the special grants alto-

gether which he would be sorry to see done—
or else adopt some more equitable mode of dis-

tributing the public money, by which the
wants of the various counties would receive
proper consideration.
But it was not only in the matter of the road

grant that the house was called upon to vote
away large sums of money without any cause
being shown—in every other branch of the
public service the same reckless extravagance
had been shown. He had taken the trouble to

look back two or three years, and compare the
expenditure with what was now proposed, and
he thought that the house would be astonished
at the rapid strides they had made. Everybody
remembered how, three years ago, the country
was electrified by the celebrated retrenchment
resolutions ol the hon. Prov. Secy.—and with
what warmth and fervour that bon. gentleman
had pressed upon the house the necessity for

economising the public resources. He had al-

most forgotten the state of affairs at the time,
but, having refreshed his memory, he found
that, in 18(32, the entire estimate the house was
called upon to vote was only $957,000, and
yet the hon. Pro. Secy, and the gentlemen who
sustained him thought some $80,000. might ea-

sily be retrenched without doing any injury to

the public service. Would it be believed then,
that these gentlemen, who only three years ago
denounced as reckless and extravagant a go-
vernment that voted $957,000, as necessary for

the exigencies of the country,—and who decla-

red that the only salvation for the country was
to return to power those who advocated the
great principles of retrenchment—that those
very men who came into power under that
cry, had actually, in tliat^ short space
of time, increased the public expenses
to the sum of $1,395,871. These gen-
tlemen who were so afraid of increased
taxation, and who were so convinced that the
country was going to ruin, had, in the short

space of time they had been in power, increas-

ed the expenditure 60 per cent, over what they
considered sufficient in 1862.

(The Legislative Council, by message, inform-
ed the house that they had agreed to a bill to

amend chap, 115 R. S., “ Of the descent of



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 147

real and personal property,”—and to a bill to

enable tlie city of Halifax to borrow money to

pay off the debt on the market house, with

amendments.)
Mr. Archibald continued, he would like the

house to consider then if in three years the

public expenses had been increased at such a

rate, in what position would they be in in three

years more, if these gentlemen were allowed

to conduct the business of the country. In ad-

dition to this it must be remembered that

they were about to incur enormous liabilities

in connection with the public works of the

•country. They had already authorized the ex-

penditure of the sum of $2,000,000 for the Pic-

tou railroad, which added $120,000 to the annu-

al burden of the Province—and they were
about to be called upon to provide still further

for railway extensions east and west. Under
Mr. Livesev’s proposition the province would
be called upon to pay $120,000 a year as a sub-

vention upon the construction of the Trunk
line from Truro to Moncton, besides taking

stock to the amount of $100,000, which would
be £24000 more. Then if the subvention upon
the Annapolis road at 4 per cent, is added, to-

gether with the cost of bridging the Avon, they

would have an additional charge upon the re-

venues of the province of $100,000. He would
ask was this the way to manage the revenues
of the Province. The Financial Secretary had
stated that he had no reason to anticipate any
decrease in the revenue during the ensuing
year. He had only to ask those engaged in

trade, and he would be told that their anticipa-

tions for the coming year were most gloomy
and that there was every prospect of the re-

venue falling far short of that of last year.

For instance, in the matter of cotton and wool-

len alone, there was every reason to anticipate

that the price of these articles would go down
—if that was the case an enormous amount
•would be struck off from the revenues of the

province. Then again, he was informed by a
gentleman in trade that at no time did greater

uncertainty exist in the shipping interest than

at present. In view of all these circumstances

then he would ask whether there was not

cause for alarm, and necessity to check the

enormous expenditures the government pro-

posed. He would call attention for a moment
to one or two services the expenses of which
had largely increased under the present admi-
nistration. He found that in the revenue de-

partment various salaries had been added to

the extent of $2180. The hon. gentleman here

read a list of the counties in which addition

had been made to the salaries of the collectors,

and went on to say that he had prepared a me-
morandum of various other items of increased
expenditure, which he had unfortunately mis-

laid. Rut it would be found that the whole
sum added to the expenses of this department
since this government came into power amount-
ed to $8000 a year, and it could not be said that

this increase was owing to the larger amount
ef revenue colleeted, for he had not taken com-
missions into his calculation at all.

Then again it would be found that the
expenses of the civil list had also increas-

ed very largely in the last few years, and
so, from year to year, the expenses of the
country had been silently increasing, until

they had arrived at a stage when it was neces-
sary that some check should be put upon it.—

He might be told that there was plenty of

surplus revenue, and that it might just as well
be spent upon these objects as not. That was
not the way to deal with a question ofthis kind.
If it was true, as asserted by the hon. Pro. Sec.,

in 1862, that the utmost amount of taxation that
the country could bear had been reached—and
the present tariff*produced more than the wants
of the country required—let the rate of duties
be reduced. But even without reducing the
tariff, there were othe'r objects to which any
surplus revenue might be well applied.—In-
stead of incurring a debt for the construction
of- public works, which would be a burden up-
on the revenues of the country for all time to
come, the entire amount might have been borne
by the ordinary income of the Province.
The lion, gentleman concluded by asking the

country what they thought of a Government
that had denounced their predecessors for ruin-
ing the Province by extravagance—that had
come into power upon the cry of retrenchment
and had assumed office under solemn pledges to

.

economise the public funds, and now came
down upon their knees and begged -the pardon
of the house for the only act of retrenchment
they attempted—the abolition of the salary of
the Governor’s private secretary, and asked
them to renew it. He made these observations
without any wish unnecessarily to find fault,
but because be felt it bis duty to call the atten-
tion of the House and the Government to the
way in which the expenses of the country were
being increased year by year.
Hon. Puov. Sec. said that he was sorry

that the hon. leader of the opposition had not
found it convenient to have been present on the
previous evening and delivered the observa-
tions he had made that day without interfering
with the public business. It was, however, a
matter in the discretion of that hon. gentleman
what time he should select for making a gener-
al attack upon the government of the day. He
(Dr. T.) could only say that he was glad to find
that that hon. gentleman, in order to make
an attack fupon the government and express
his hostility to their policy, had been obliged
to ignore the existence of every fact heaving
upon the observations which he had delivered
to the house and to present a statement which
he knew to be entirely fallacious.
The hon. gentleman had, in the first place,

taken exception to the mode in which the ap-
propriations of the special grants for the differ-

ent counties had been made. Whilst he had
recognized the propriety of a large grant being
given to the road and bridge service, in order
to assist the various counties in meeting their
local wants, he had taken exception to the fact
that there was no evidence given that these
grants were required. In reply to the hon\
gentleman, he would say that the government
had in their possession at the present moment
applications from all those counties requiring
large sums of money for important public ser-
vices—more applications tbaa could be provid-
ed for : but a difficulty arose in specifying how
these additional grants were to he expend-
ed. The house had not yet upon the table the
appropriations which the members of the
counties in the exercise of the privilege always
accorded to them, and until the government
had before them an exhibit of the manner in
which the members proposed to distribute the
ordinary road grant it would he impossible
for them to decide as to the best and most legi-
timate mode to expend the additional grants
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that are intended to be given. If they had ap-
portioned the special grant under those cir-

cumstances they might have found that the
members had left unprovided for important
lines of communication and other services
within their counties, which would in that
case be neglected. By leaving, it, however,
in the discretion of the government to divide
these special grants, they would be better able
to judge what ought to be done. He would
ask any gentleman on either side who had the
slightest information with referen ie to the road
and bridge servcie of the province to say whe-
ther the government could not with advantage
have doubled the appropriation that it is pro-
posed to give in connection with the special
grants to these counties.
The hon. gentleman had not considered it

necessary to occupy any great length of time
in discussing the Estimate before the house,

—

he contented himself with general animadver-
sions on the amount expended by the province
and then fell back to the thrice told tale of re-
trenchment—to that speech which, as long as
he (Dr. T.) had a seat in the house, he must
expect to have annually brought up by gentle-
men opposite. If there had been any variety
in the hon. gentleman’s observations—if he
had only drawn a little more upon his
imagination and varied that story which
had been refuted time after time, his
speech might have been at least endurable

;

hut he had only ventured to go over state-
ments which would be refuted as long as we
had the public records of the country to refer
to. He would ask that hon. gentleman whether
it was not necessary that he and every other
gentleman who ventured to reproach him on
the question of retrenchment should, as a ne-
cessary preliminary, ignore the very report of
the discussion to which they have referred
and the statements upon which their attacks
are founded. Would they deny that in the
columns of the Morning Chronicle, their own
organ, in his speech as reported by their own
reporter, they found the statement made fully
«tnd explicitly, that there was not a single one
of these services that he proposed to retrench
that it would not afford him the greatest plea-
sure to sustain if the financial condition war-
ranted it? And, further, did it not stand out
On that indelible record that he, in the house,
in the face’of the country, declared that if, in
that hour of the country’s necessity, the Legis-
lature would consent to the reduction he
would be ready to restore the salaries as soon
as the financial condition warranted it. When
such statements appeared in the public re-

cords, what must be the assurance of the man
—what must be his estimate of the sense and
intelligence of the Legislature—who under-
took to ignore such statements and challenge
him with inconsistency because he did notnow
resort to a scheme of retrenchment which had
been advocated at a time when the govern-
ment of the day had come forward and ac-
knowledgod that they had plunged the coun-
try into debt to the amount of £38,000; and
that they must resort to extraordinary mea-
sures of taxation, in order to enable the reve-
nue to meet the expenditure of the country.
Was it not an insult to the intelligence of the
Legislature and country to say that he should
now bring in such a scheme which had been
brought forward under such circumstances

—

in advocating which hd had admitted that the

salaries, instead of being too large, were too
small, and that he would gladly restore them
when the state of the country allowed it?
Now these gentlemen, who confessed that the
country was in a condition verging towards
bankruptcy—who refused to resort to retrench-
ment, but obliged the people to endure addi-
tional burthens of taxation—came forward
and called upon him at a time when the trea-
sury was overflowing, when every public ser-
vice was provided for as never before—to take
a position which would be inconsistent with
the very language which he had held when he
propounded the reductions in question. If he
had done as these gentlemen declared he
should, he would stand before the house and
country open to the charge of having grossly
deceived them, and falsified his own state-
ments. In 1862 he had made a specific motion
for retrenchment—pointing out in what parti-
cular services he thought reduction could be
made until such a time as the financial condi-
tion of things warranted a return to the for-
mer amounts. In advocating the scheme of
applying retrenchment to the higher depart-
ments, he referred to the facts that the same
principle had been applied to the subordinate
office s of the railway. But he felt he need
hardly amplify the subject,—it was an insult
to the intelligence of the house to attempt to
refute statements which were known to be de-
void of anything like the shadow of foun-
dation.
Let the hon. gentleman contrast the condi-

tion of the country now with what it was at the
time w hen he considered it necessary to pro-
rose these reductions. That hon. gentleman
new that instead of being obliged to come to

the house and admit that without touching
any public work—without maintaining except
the ordinary services—they had plunged the
country into debt to the extent of £38,000—the
government now came forward with the state-
ment that we have a revenue of $1,425,643 39

—

that instead of having an enormous falling off
in the revenue of last year the increase in this
country from various public sources was no
less than $213,009. Instead of coming to the
house and saying that we are indebted to the
Bank of Nova Scotia at the close of the finan-
cial year, as these gentlemen were obliged to
confess—the government, after having provid-
ed for all the important services of the country
more munificently than had ever been done
before—were enabled to close the year with a
balance of $225,000 in the treasury. And yet
these gentlemen taunted him with retrench-
ment because he would not, in this flourishing
condition of things, do that which he pledged
himself he would never have proposed except
under circumstances of great financial depres-
sion.
Last year we had the same lachrymose ap-

peal that had been made that day—we were
told by gentlemen, almost with tears in their

eyes, of the sad financial condition in which
this country would be this year—and that We
should hold our hands. How had their pre-
dictions been realized? So far from their be-
ing realized, the government met the house
with a revenue such as the country never saw
before. He did hot wonder that the hOn. gen-
tleman was unable to restrain suchfexhibitioils
of spleen at the fact that this country was
showing such remarkable evidences of vigdur
and prosperity—evidences which any country
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might well envy— in different hands than his

own.
The hon. gentleman had accused him with

opposing public works, but he would tell him,
that from the very first hour he entered public
life, he had accepted public works as a settled
policy. In the first speech he had made, he had
accepted the policy as determined and the hon.
gentleman knew in addition to that, that one
of his first acts when he obtained power in
1857 was to extend the construction of the rail-

way from Shubenacadie to Truro, and com-
plete our existing lines.

But it might be said he had moved a second
resolution in 1863. It would be remembered
that in 1862 he had made a specific motion, but
in 1863 he came forward and asked the house,
in view of the disgraceful condition of educa-
tion—which for years had been standing still

—

and in order to give larger grants to the roads
and bridges of the country—to go into commit-
tee to -see if there were any matters in which
we could economise for the purpose of increas-
ng the amounts for these two important ser-

vices. The hon. gentleman should know that
the government had raised the amount for
education to $100,000—from $45,000. The road
and bridge service had been also raised a hun-
dred per cent. And these were the two services
which he wished to increase when he moved
his resolution in 1863.

Yet when these important services were
dealt With as never before—when the revenue
had increased half a million—he was taunted
with a scheme of retrenchment which, if he
had endeavored to carry out under such cir-

cumstances, would have left him open to the
charge of having falsified the pledge he had
made on the floors of parliament. He felt that
if he stood in a position unable to sustain the
foundation of a charge against any one in the
house, he would keep his mouth closed rather
than make it. Any gentleman who made such
charges as had been made that day, with as
little evidence to sustain them, ought to hide
themselves from public gaze.
The hon. gentleman had referred to the ex-

penses attendant upon the collection of the
revenue

;
but would not every one see that the

collection would cost somewhat more when
the revenue was large as it is now than when
it was nothing like it. The hon. gentleman
has only to look at the results that had been
obtained to get all the information that he
required.
The hon. gentleman had also referred to the

salary of the Private Secretary, and on that
point he was quite prepared to meet him. At
the time the opposition proposed, in 1862, to
reduce the expenditures connected with the
public departments, they included the salary
of the Lieutenant-Governor and that of his
Private Secretary. Gentlemen opposite, then,
took the most extraordinary and unconsti-
tutional course of bringing communications
from their officers to prove that not a single
shilling could be reduced in any one of the
services to which exception was taken. In-
stead of bringing a document from the Lieut.-
Governor, attempting to say that the depart-
ment could not be reduced, they laid on the
table one of the most extraordinary papers
which had ever been jnesented to a legislative
assembly. It was a letter from the leader of
the government containing their policy as
stated to the Lieutenant Governor. Did it say

that his salary had been assailed and that they
were prepared to maintain it in the manner in
which they upheld the other services. No, they
put upon the table a letter which proved, as
far as language could do so, that the salary of
the Lieutenant-Governor was too high, apart
from that of the Private Secretary, and they
pledged the opiuion of the majority of the
house to the same opinion. They were pre-
pared to diminish the salary and strike out
that of the Private Secretary al together if they
could get permission from the Colonial C ec-
retary. (Here the hon. gentleman read Mr.
Howe’s letter laid on the table in 1862.) Here,
then, would be seen the policy of the govern-
ment as stated by its leader. They said plain-
ly to the people that the proposal that had been
made was a sound one or otherwise they were
bound to interpose every obstacle against car-
rying it out. Their only difficulty was that
they could not touch the salary of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor without the consent of the Duke
of Newcastle. The moment Mr. Howe put liis

hand to that letter every member of his go-
vernment was bound to that policy as one
that was sound and just. He believed,
however, public opinion had gone to the ex-
tent that it was not advisable in the existing
condition of things that any reduction should
be made in that salary. The government felt

that the situation of things was very different
from that which existed when the scheme of
retrenchment was profounded and th ^ leader
of the administration of the day admitted that
the salary of the Lieutenant-Governor might
be reduced and that of the Private Secretary
thrown upon it at the same time. When the
present government found that the present Co-
lonial Secretary held very strong opinions on
the subject that the Imperial authorities at-
tached a great deal of consequence to it, that it

was likely to be a matter of irritation between
the local and Imperial governments, that this
happened at a time when it was for the inter-
ests ofthe people of this province that it should
have the most cordial relations with the moth-
er country, when they took all this into con-
sideration, they deemed it advisable to recede
from their policy. He would say frankly,
having taken the opportunity ofinforming him-
self on the subject, and having obtained such
information as these gentlemen ought to have
brought to the house before—he had come to
the conclusion that the salary of the Lieut.
Governor was not such as warranted the
amount required for a Private Secretary being
charged upon it. He had no hesitation in say-
ing that on this as any other public
question, it was the true position for a pub-
lic man to retrace his steps if he should
find out on enquiry and investigation he was
incorrect in his "opinions, and adopt that
position which he believedwas right and de-
fensible. At the very time, he would add,
that this was a matter of irritation between the
colony and the Imperial government, the Gom-
mander-in-Chief was negotiating to place in the
hands of the government 10,000 stand of En-
field Rifles, £40,000 worth of property to
arm our people. Would it, then, have been
wise or politic for us to have refused a trifle of
$1250 a year for the Private Secretary of the
Governor, under such circumstances as those
here mentioned? He was convinced that there
was not an intelligent man present who would
not confess that it was wise for the govern-
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ment to recede from the position they had taken
and take that which would he most advan-
tageous to the people of this country.
He would make hut one observation in con-

clusion., and that was in reference to the state-
ment of the lion, gentleman that the govern-
ment were unfaithful to their trust because in
providing so largely for the road and bridge
and education services, they had left out the
debt which their predecessors placed upon
them in connection with the erection of the
building at present in course of erection for
public purposes. All he could say was that at
the very time that liability was created, the
hon. member himself felt the necessity of
largely increasing the grant for the road and
bridge service. Although that service was not
provided for, yet if the hon. gentleman would
look at the estimates he would see by the grant
for the St. jt'eter’s Canal that it was not inten-
ded to construct that work by the mode pur-
sued by the hon. member himself, but to pro-
vide for it out of revenue. The construction
of the extension of the Lunatic Asylum was
also provided for out of the ordinary revenue,
and therefore the government were not open
to any charge such as the hon. gentleman
would endeavour to raise. The only liability
that would exist was that which the hon. gen-
tleman himself put upon this country.
Mr. Archibald in replying, said that the

government ought to have brought up the
estimates before if they wished to give the
house sufficient time wherein to consider them.
Here was a paper which called upon them to
vote away $900,000, and yet it had only been
laid on the table a day or two previously. If
the government had not been desirous of
weighing the amount of pressure that was
pressing upon them from particular counties
they should have been able to b;ing up the
estimates weeks ago. It did not become the
hon. Provincial Secretary to taunt gentlemen
©n the opposition benches with delaying pub-
lic business—it much better became them to
charge the government with having failed in
their duty/ Their salaries were given to them
for the purpose of enabling them to lay all the
public business on the table expeditiously, so
as to allow every member time to consider a
public measure as fully as its importance re-

quired at his hands.
The hon. leader of the government said that-

it was reported in the organ of the opposition
that he had stated that the moment the reve-
nue had risen, and the financial condition of
the country warranted it, he was ready to res-
tore the services which he proposed to reduce
in 1862. But he asked that hon. gentleman to
show that statement in his speech as it ap-
peared in his own organ, as revised and cor-
rected by himself, and as scattered broadcast
over the face of this country as the platform
of himself and party. If he made such an
observation it was not propounded to the
country as an indication of the policy which
they intended to pursue. The people were
led to believe that that policy was totally irre-

spective of any such limitation as he now de-
clared. The only assumption on which he
based his scheme was that the revenue of 1862
was not sufficient to meet the expenditure.
The government of the day said that the re-
verse in the revenue of the country was not
of a permanent or stable character, and that
one or two years would bring us back to the

normal condition of things. What then would
be thought of a hon gentleman who would de-
range the whole of the public departments of
the country, at a time when it was patent to
any men of sagacity that the financial depres-
sion was only temporary . And what happened.
The revenue which in 1861 had only reached
$660,000 in a single year, according to their an-
ticipations, reached to over $909”,000. Indepen-
dently of what was derived from the 2J per
cent additional duty, which did not produce
more than $50,000, the revenue of 1862 was
$140,000 more than paid the entire services
which the hon. gentleman attempted to inter-
fere with.

,

The hon. gentleman had stated that the rea-
son why they have-not distributed the road
money to some particular services, was be-
cause they had not the advantage of seeing
the subdivision of the road scale made by the
members of the various counties. He consid-
ered that such a state of things was entirely
at va iance with the principle on which these
special grants were given. The only ground
on which they could be made was the neces-
sity of providing for some special purpose for

which the members ,

'could not provide out of
the ordinary sums at their disposal. The go-
vernment had not even followed the example
they had set in 1864, for then they came down
and told the house to what particular services
they would appropriate the special grants.
The hon. Pro. Sec. charged the gentlemen

who were in power in 1862 with having given
an expression of opinion that the salary of the
Lieutenant Governor was too high, and quoted
a letter from Mr. Howe to Lord Mulgrave. He
(Mr. A.) must say that he had listened to that
letter with an earnest desire to draw from it

the deductions which had been drawn, hut in
vain. He was far from deriving the inference
that it was the opinion of Mr. Howe or his sup-
porters that the salary was too high. The let-

ter stated rather that there was a iarge expres-
sion of opinion in the house that the salary was
too high. Could there he any doubt about it

wheu the hon. gentleman had himself spent
two or three hours in order to show that this

salary might be reduced? The question of the
salary to the Private Secretary had been al-

ways an open question, but he believed that
net single instance could he brought up of the
leader of the government of the day or of the
leading gentleman who supported him, during
the whole time they were in power, oppos-
ing it. He had himself recorded his vote in fa-

vor of a salary being given to that officer. He
considered that as a matter of policy it was
hut right the Lieutenant Governor should have
such an officer—that there should be some one
to intervene between him and the public. On
the other hand, it was the declared policy of
the Provincial Secretary and his friends that
the salary should cease. That hon. gentleman
had attempted an explanation of his position
in the matter, but it was impossible to deduce
from his remarks the reasons that had influen-

ced his change of views. In one breath he ac-

knowledged lie had committed a mistake in giv-

ing up the salary, and then led the house to as-

sume that he had yielded to the dictation of
the Imperial government—that in order to car-

ry out certain arrangements it was necessary
to remove that hone of contention.
Hon. Prov. Sec. explained that he had

stated it would bot have been wise to press it

under the circumstances that arose.
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Mr. Archibald went on to say that it was
difficult for the house to know whether the
hon. gentleman was satisfied with what he had
done, or whether had so acted because he
wished to carry something else. It was, more-
over, rather curious to see a gentleman who
had taken so decided a stand in reference
to the matter, agreeing not only to give the
salary from the present, but actually to pay all

arrearages.
The hon. gentleman had referred to the debt

in connection with the new building, but he
knew that it was one that the late government
was not directly responsible for. It was
brought in by an independent member, and it

was left to a committee composed of gentlemen
of both sides, and their report was received

—

at that time there were not the funds at com-
mand that would have enabled the govern-
ment without difficulty to have met The ex*
peuse of that building, but immediately after-

wards a large amount flowed into the treasury
audit was in the power of the gentlemen now
in power to pay off this amount without im-
posing a single burthen upon the people.
They could have added fifty per cent to the
roads and bridges and education of the coun-
try, and, at the same time, out of the revenue
have paid the entire amount chargeable upon
the funds of the province.
The hon. gentleman had taken great credit

to himself for not going into debt for the St.

Peter’s Canal, but he (Mr. A.) would like to
know what it was intended to do with the $30,-

000. There was now a report on the table stat-

ing that it would cost at least $125,0)0 to finish

fhe work, aud yet these gentlemen in the esti-

mate say t;
$30,000 to complete the St. Peter’s

Canal.”
Hon. Pro. Sec.—

T

owards its completion is

meant.
Mr. Archibald—Well, then, they put on

the estimate a statement that is incorrect. In
order to complete the work at the present rate
it would require four years at least. But even
this amount of $125,000 was much below that
made by a gentleman (Mr. Laurie) in whom
the gentlemen opposite certainly must have
confidence. He considered the money for the
canal as so much thrown away and the work,
when finished, would be found perfectly useless
and ever remain a monument of reproach to
those who carried it through. He would be
quite willing to devote any large share of mo-
ney to which Cape Breton might be entitled to
the development ofher resources, but not for an
object which would not be of any real advan-
tage to the people. He called upon the house
to consider well the present condition of things
and the signs of the times, before they scatter-
ed the public funds recklessly over the face of
this country. It was contemplated to extend our
railways, and in that case a very large amount
of revenue would be required to meet these
public works. Gentlemen should take all this
into consideration before they agreed to such
extravagance as was now exhibited in the
Estimates. The hon. Provincial Secretary had
exhibited a great deal of energy in the remarks
he had made, but the house need hardly be
reminded that hon. gentleman was most earn-
est and emphatic just in proportion to the bad-
ness of his case. When his cause was good,
he appealed to the reason and sense of the
house in a manner to carry their conviction

;

but when his cause was bad, every one must

expect just such an exhibit as had been made
that day.
Hon. Atty. Gehl. said that he had intended

to reply to the observations of the hon. leader
of the opposition, but as he knew the Fin. Sec-
retary was most anxious to press through the
estimates—in fact was necessitated to do so in
consequence of the advanced stage of the ses-

sion—he would not delay the House at that
time with any observations on the subject be-
fore it.

Mr. LeVesconte said that he was most
anxious to press forward the business now be-
fore the house, but he could not allow the ob-
servations that had been made by the leader
of the Opposition to pass without some remark.
It would be recollected that last session that
hon. gentleman had made a speech similar to
the one he had made that day, and that he (Mr.
Le V.i had got up and joined issue with him
as to the probable amount of revenue that
might be expected this year. He now found by
the Estimates that the balance of assets was
$148,072.80 in hand, instead of the state of
bankruptcy which the hon. gentleman imagined.
He had reviewed last year the grants given by
the Government to the various public services in
the different Counties, and challenged the hon.
member to point out a single one that he was
ready to contest with him before the people of
the country. There was no doubt, however
bountiful the Government have been in giving
special grants for the last two years, there
were many valuable public services which
might be well provided for if there was money
in hand, and that the whole amount might be
trebled to the advantage of the country. He,
for one, held that the money which was given
to open up roads and enable the people to have
communication with each other, was well ex-
pended, and returned to the public treasury
with ten-fold interest. Notwithstanding the
prognostications of the hon. gentleman, he was
inclined to think that in three years they
would be able to exhibit a balance largely in-

creased. The increase in the price of cot-

ton and woolen goods had not increased
our revenue, for there had not been one-
third part of such goods sold in the. coun-
try. As respects the expenses attendant upon
the collection of the revenue it was only
necessary to refer to the results that had been
received. As respects the increase of salaries
of Registrars it would be remembered that he
had stood at the table last winter and asked
the opinions of the house on the subject, and
the increase met. with unanimous approval.
Was the hon. gentleman prepared to go to his
constituents and say, “ we cannot repair your
bridge, or open up your roads, or build you a
light-house

;
for we have erected a most supe-

rior building in Halifax, and in order to meet
the expenses of its construction we have used
the surplus revenue.” The next question re-

ferred to by the hon. leader of the opposition
had been the St. "Peter’s Canal. That question
had been brought up for years, and govern-
ment after government had deluded the people
of Cape Breton in respect to it. At last, how-
ever, a government had been found to do them
justice. When the work was finished and the
hon. gentleman saw the beneficial results that
accrued from it, he would have to acknowledge
that his course throughout in respect to this
important undertaking had been all wrong. In
the meantime, however, the people of Cape
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Breton -would not fail to put a proper estimate
upon the action of the hon. gentleman. He
(Mr. Archibald) had always been supposed to
be a gentleman of enlarged views—he was
quite prepared to sacrifice the best interests of
the Province for the purpose of becoming a
citizen of a large empire

;
and it was difficult

to understand why we of such lofty aspirations
should oppose the construction of a mere canal.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that a bill in relation

to the canal would be brought up, and then
gentlemen would have an opportunity of dis-

cussing the whole question.
Mr. Miller thought it best to defer any dis-

cussion on the subject till the bill was brought

*Mr. Archibald wished to call the attention
of the house for a single moment to the differ-

ent estimates made in respect to the canal.
Hon. Prov. Sec. thought the hon. gentleman

-was taking a very unfair course, if he did not
intend to move against the grant, when he
knew the desire of the government to forward
the business now before the house.
Mr. Archibald referred to Mr. Laurie’s re-

port on the subject of the St. Peter’s Canal.

—

That gentleman estimated the cost at over
.£52,000, and £4,000 as the sum required annu-
ally to keep it up. The only argument that he
had heard in favor of the work was that it

would be of great advantage to the coal trade:
but that idea was dissipated by Mr. Laurie
and others who had given attention to the sub-
ject. Influenced by this belief, he had moved
a resolution last winter, calling attention to the
uselessness of the expenditure, and proposing
to spend the amount for the benefit of the roads-
of Cape Breton, but not a single member'in the
island would listen to the proposal.
Mr. Miller said, in view of the duty which

the hon. Financial Secretary had before him,
he would only ask a few moments to reply to

some observations that had fallen from the lea-

der of the Opposition. Although the Estimates
in many respects contained some appropria-
tions that he thought were better left out, still

he could not but feel that, in order to torward
a work in which his constituents as well as the
people of Cape Breton generally felt the deep-
est interest—and of their ownflnterests no one
could deny that they were the best judges—the
Government had made a very handsome ap-
propriation. Under these circumstances, he felt

,
that it did not become him to oppose the esti-

mates, and accordingly, on the divisions of the
preceding evening, he had recorded his vote in

support of the Government. The leader ofthe
Government had just told them that it was
their intention to introduce a bill to settle this

vexed question, and when that came up, gen-
tlemen interested in the work would have an
opportunity of answering the remarks that had
fallen from the hon. member for Colchester.

—

He had always felt that it was most objection-
able to have this question continually a matter
of dispute, and was therefore exceedingly gra-
tified that the government were about to take
such steps as would effectually set the matter
at rest for the future.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said he must thank the hon.

member lor Bielimond for having the self de-
nial to refrain from speaking at length on a
subject in which he was naturally deeply in-

terested. He took issue with the hon. leader of
the opposition as to the soundness of our finan-

cial condition. He did not go as far as his hon.

friend (Mr. LeVesconte) as to calculate the
probable character of our finances so far for-
ward as three years hence, but he thought he
had under his hand the facts and figures which
must even convince the hon. member for Col-
chester that his doubts as to the revenue for
the estimated year were without founda-
tion. That hon. gentleman had endeavored to
alarm the house with regard tojwhat he consi-
dered the certain decrease in the revenue of this
year, but his argument fell to the ground if it

was proved beyond all doubt that the estimated
sources ofrevenue were quite sufficient to meet
the estimated expenditure. On the first page
of the estimate we saw the most important
item that could be materially influenced by
the chances of deterioration in our business

—

that is, the Customs and Excise, which he put
at $920,000, or a margin of $79,000 below the
previous year. Now he had the evidence to
satisfy the House as to the correctness of his
estimate. Six months of the estimated year
have already gone by, and the hon. member
knew that in the first quarter, ending on the
31st Dec., the actual receipts of revenue now in
the treasury and available was $413,116, or
very nearly one-half of the estimated revenue
for Excise and Customs for the whole year.
The increase in the revenue for the second
quarter was also largely in excess of that of
last year. When, therefore, the hon. gentle-
man learned these facts, and in addition looked
at the probable importations for the coming
Spring, which were already completed, he
must see that as far as this year was concern-
ed, the estimates rested upon ga secure and
trustworthy basis. As respects cotton goods,
it would be remembered that they had been
driven out of the market to a large extent by
the excessive price, but they would be largely
purchased in the country when the cost went
down. At present, the country did not use the
same amount of cotton that they did previous-
ly. But the hon. leader of the Opposition, in
referring to the estimates, had characterized
them as most extravagant, and declared that
the Government had increased the public ex-
penses to the amount of $438,000 over 1862.

He would now call upon that hon. gentleman
to point to one single service that could be di-

minished, and show a single dollar that
was extravagant. He would tell that hon. gen-
tleman where the extravagance was. It was
in giving the important service of agricuiture
$10,000 more than ever before—education, so ne-
cessary to the future|prosperity and progress of
this country, $60,000 more than in 1862,—roads
and bridges $152,000,—navigation securities
$41,000,—St. Peter’s Canal $30,000,—Lunatic
Asylum $30,000, and the defences of the
country $7000. Here then for these five or
six services alone ai e $400,000 out of the
$438,000 which the honorable gentleman had
characterized as extravagant and reckless ex-
penditure. The hon. gentleman, surely, could
not deny that these services must be fostered
by the government as far as within their pow-
er, If he wished to found a charge against
the estimates upon a substantial basis, he
should point out those items which he consider-
ed two large, instead of dealing in mere gene-
ralities.

Mr. Annand said that he must convict the
hon. Financial Secretary of being largely inac-
curate in some of his observations. He had
said that the Civil List, instead of costing more,
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was actually less than in 1881. Now, in 1862,

for it did nor, differ from 1861, the amount was
$59,490—whilst in 1865 it was $63,105, or an in-

crease of $3,615.

Hon. Fin. Sec. said that he had referred to

1861, when it would be seen that the civil list

was $83,000.
Mr. Annand said that there were charges

included in the estimate of 1861, which were
differently made up for 1802, that could not be
properly charged against the service. He
would ask the Financial Secretary if his Go-
vernment had not created a new office—an
Equity Judge, at a salary of $3,200 a year, and
in that way imposed upon the people of this

country a large tax. Had not the fourth clerk
in the Crown Land Office his allowance in-

creased? The contingencies of the Receiver
General’s Office were also increased, and for

the first time there was provision made for con-
tingemies in the Crown Land Department of
$200. Add these sums together, and it would be
found that the charges in the civil list bad been
increased $3615, as compared with the esti-

mates in 1862 under the late government.
Again, in reference to Legislative expenses, in

1862 they were estimated at $29,370, which
amount was denounced as extravagant by
gentlemen opposite who now ask us in 1865 to

give $38,414 for the same service—by the same
gentlemen who in 1864 estimated the legislative
expenses to he $40,848, and actually expended
$48,085—$7,237 more than their^estimate. In
respect to the revenue department, it would
be found that there were six new appointments,
besides six salaries increased, all of them in
counties represented by gentlemen supporting
the government, and including the amount tor
the trade returns, we had an increased expen-
diture of $1412. He did not so much complain
of the increase in the country, for there were,
perhaps, reasons that justified it; but on look-
ing at. the Halifax department he found that in
1862 the expenses were $26,000, and in 1865 $30,-

000 were asked. In 1862 there were six clerks
in that, department. In 1865 the duties of the
department had not materially increased, and
yet there were eight clerks employed, or $1300
more. The tide waiters and boatmen had also
been increased in number, at an additional cost
of $1815. Again, there was the expenditure of
an inspector at $1100 a year. So that there was
in the Halifax department alone an actual in-

crease of over $5000. Coming to the Board of
Works he found that the Board and depart-
ment, which in 1862 cost $3580 in 1865 was set
down at $4400—an increase of $700 between
1862 and 1865—and no reason was given for it.

As respects what had fallen from the Provin-
cial Secretary; he would refer that hon. gentle-
man to his speech, reported iu his own paper,
where he had declared “ he had put his hand

,
to the plough, and would never look back.”

—

He had referrel to negot iations opened with
Mr. Howe, and declared that be could not, in
justice to bimself, associate himself with that
gentleman in the government, differing as they
did on the all-important subject of retrench-
ment. These declarations were made in 1863, a
year after the retrenchment resolution was
moved, when the financial crisis had passed
away, and when there was every prospect of
the revenue increasing largely. They were
made within a month of a general election, and
that memorable speech was an exhibit of the
platform on which the gentlemen opposite
were prepared to stand or fall.

20

WAYS AND MEANS.
On motion of the Financial Secretary, the

house then went into committee on ways and
means.

Mr. Tobin suggested the propriety of doing
away with the duty on ale and porter manu-
factured in this country.
Mr. Milder took the same view.
Mr. Blanchard did not agree with those

gentlemen on the subject.
Hon. Atty. Gen. and Fin. Secy, were not

disposed to make any change.
No changes were made in the tariff.

Upon motion of the hon. Financial Secretary,
marine steam engines were included iu the
list of exemptions.
The committee then adjourned, and reported

up the resolutions passed in committee.
The revenue bills were then read a second

time, and referred to Committee.

PETITIONS.
Mr. Annand presented two petitions from

Cumberland, and five from East Halifax,
against Confederation.
Hon. Atty. Gen. introduced a bill to provide

for the salary of the Governor’s private secre-
tary.
Mr. Longley introduced a bill to amend

chap. 19, R. S., of the sale of intoxicating
liquors.
Mr. Miller presented a petition from Do-

nald Matheson and others of L’Ardois for ad-
ditional mail accommodation

;
also from the

postmaster at Arich at for increase of salary.
Hon. Atty. Gen. introduced a bill to amend

the act to fprovide for the construction of the
St. Peter’s Canal.
Mr. Tobin enquired if it was correct as stat-

ed in debate that it would cost £4000 a year to
main tai n that work.
Mr. Miller said he thought the bon. gentle-

man misunderstood the remark of the member
for Colchester—who said t^.t that sum was the
interest of the amount to ue expended in its

construction.
Mr. Kaulback presented a petition from

the school commissioners of New Dublin in
favor of retaining county inspectors.
Then the house adjourned until 3 o’clock the

next day.

Wednesday, March 29.

House met at 3 o’clock.

The house went into committee on bills, and
took up the revenue bills.

Mr. Tobin moved that the duty on ale and
porter be struck oft'.

Mr. Pryor expressed the hope that the duty
on home brewed ale or porter would either be
repealed or reduced.
The motion was negatived, and the bills

passed as introduced.
The Legislative Council, by message, inform-

ed the house that they had passed a bill to in-
corporate the Halifax industrial school, and
liad agreed to a bill to add a polling place in
Halifax county.
Hon. Finl. Secy, moved a resolution touch-

ing undrawn road monies ;-also the subdivision
of the road grant.
Mr. Bourinot said that he could not allow

the vote to pass without entering his protest
against the inequality of the distribution.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said the system might be

open to objection, but the government felt that



154 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

as such large provision was made this year in
the way of special giants, it was inexpedient
to disturb it.

On motion of the lion. Finl. Secy., that day
week was fixed on as the last day to receive
the road scales.
Hon. Pro. Sec., by command, laid on the ta-

t>le returns for St. Mary’s college; also, the
calender of Kings*college.
Hon. Atty. Gh,n. introduced a bill to amend

the act to incorporate the trustees of St. Mat-
thew’s church at Halifax.

_

Mr. Stewart Campbell presented the pe-
tition of certain proprietors of gold claims at
Goldenville, county of Guysboro—complain-
ing that certain parties wlio had abandoned
pits had taken out the lining of them, and they
had become filled with water, which caused in-
jury to adjoining claims. The petition prayed
that the govern ment would make some regula-
tions on i lie subject. The matter was referred
to the government.
Mr. Jost. chairman of the committee on

public accounts, reported.
Mr. Annand introduced an act to amend

cliap. 45 R. S., third series, of county assess-
ment, in accordance with the prayer of a peti-
tion lie had presented on a previous day.

THE PILOTAGE LAW.
Mr. Archibald moved that the report of

the Committee on the, amendment of the law,
that the hill to amend chap. 79 R. S., of Pilot-
age and Haib.>r Masters, be deferred, he
adopted.
Mr. D. Frazer hoped that the house would

not agree to the report of the committee, but
would agree to the bill as an act of justice to
the pilots of Pictou. A number of merchants
and shipowners of Pictou had petitioned
the house to put the pilots of that port in the
same position as those of Halifax, lie believed
that none of the shipmasters in the Province,
except those of Aric-hat, piloted their own
vesseL, and he thought the present law was a
great hardship to a most useful class of men,
who had been to a great deal of expense in con-
nection with their boats. Many of them bad
spent a lifetime in their laborious occupation,
and now tlieir emoluments were largely redu-
ced, which he considered a great injustice to
them.
Mr. Miller spoke at some length in opposi-

tion to the bill. Previous to last session, the
act in reference to pilotage was for years a
great source of complaint, and was looked up-
on as an imposition upon the shipping interests.

Last session, however, the law was amended
by an overwhelming majority, and despite this

fact, these petitioners came forward, asking the
house to nullify its action— to destroy the
amendment which he had moved, and which
was adopted by two-thirds of .the members
present. The house should have more reason
given than that set forth in the petition. Al-
though the law had been in operation for a
twelvemonth there was not a single petition

from any portion of the Province asking for its

repeal except from Pictou. The petition only
included the names of the pilots and 21 parties
interested in vessels; hut there were that num-
ber of ship-owners in the house alone. All of
these gentlemen appioved of the law as it now
stands; and the hon. member tor Yarmouth
himself bad made several suggestions when it

was under consideration last winter. Were
not the opinions of these gentlemen, who re-

presented every portion of Nova Scotia, enti-
tled to just as much weight as those of the pe-
tit]on ei s of Pictou. If it had been necessary
he would have got the signatures of two hun-
dred shipowners in the constituency he repre-
sented against the passage of the present bill.

Mr. Miller then proceeded to review the state-
ments contained in the petitions on the table
from Pictou, and contended that they contain-
ed nothing whatever to show the house that
the law should be changed. If these pilots
could uot make a living let t lie number be de-
creased. The hon. gentleman went on to show
the unfairness of the tax formerly imposed on
vessels entering the port of Pict-on for pilotage,
lrom facts within his own knowledge. He con-
sidered it most unjust to impose such burthens
upon men like the shipmasters of Arichat, who
were better acquainted with the port of Pictou
than these very pilots who now asked the
heuse to nullify a law which had passed last
session by such a large majority.
(A message was received from the Legisla-

tive Council, stating that they had agreed to a
bill to amend chap. 9, R. S., of Excise Duties;
to a bill to continue chap. 18 R S., of Light
House Duties; aud to the bill to continue chap.
8 It. S., of Custom Duties.)
Hon. Fin. 8ec. then spoke in favor of the

bill before the house. He expressed his sur-
prize at the argument used by the hon. mem-
ber for Richmond, that the interests of the
shipowners in the house would induce them to
oppose the bill. If that were the case, it was
useless for any one to attempt to convince
those gentlemen; but he felt convinced that
there was not one of them who did not feel the
full responsibility of the duty he owed to the
country, and was not prepared to d ea 1 with the
question irrespective of any personal conside-
rations. All that, the bill asked was to give
what was only right to a class of men who
were so essential to the second port in this

Province. This bill was not only of import-
ance to these men individually, but to the com-
mercial interests of the port itself. When the
hill passed last winter, he thought gentlemen
were hardly aware of the injurious effects that
it would have upon the trade of a port of the
importance of Pictou. The effect of the law
now on the statute book was to enable vessels
to avail themselves of the trade of the port
without paying those customary duties to a
class ofmen whose services were most indis-
pensable. No correct analogy could he drawn
from the practice in England where the institu-

tion of pilots instead of being regulated by a fix-

ed law was managed entirely by a corporation.
Mr. McDonald here pointed out the character
of the regulations concerning pilotage in Eng-
land, and then went on to say that pilots here
had been for years subject to t lie caprice f f ship
owners, and had not been sufficiently protect-
ed. No class of persons better understood
their interests than the shipowners and masters
of this country, and the consequence w as that
time after time the emoluments aud privileges
of pilots had been decreased. Everyone w as
aware of the responsible duties that these men
had to perform, and how small was their re-

muneration comparatively. He did not think
it right for the house to ignore the claims of
this class of men iu favor of those of the ship-

masters of Arichat, who for years had been
enriching themselves out of the trade of the

pert of Pictou. These men had gone to a large
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expense in fitting ont fine boats, and now were
to lose a considerable portion of those emolu-
ments which they were Entitled to receive. It

should be remembered that the Legislature

passed a law authorizing the court of sessions

to license pilots and giving them certain emolu-
ments. It would, then, be nothing but a breach
of faith under the pledge of that-law to deprive
them so summarily of their emoluments which
were legally due them, unless stronger grounds
for doing so could be shown than had as yet
been the case. The house should recol-

lect that the petition of the pilots came
hacked by one signed by most influential

men on both sides of politics in Pictou and
New Glasgow. Every word contained in tbis

petition could be relied upon as true. They
were interested in the trade of the port and
therefore naturally felt desirous of protecting

a class of men who so materially affected its

interests. The lion, gentleman, in conclusion,

appealed strongly to the house to pass the bill

now before it for its decision.

Mr. LeVeSCONTE said that after the lengthy
discussion which ensued last winter on the
subject of pilotage and which resulted in the

f

iassage of"the law as it now stands by a very
arge majority, it was unnecessary for him to

delay the house with any lengthened observa-
tions against a bill which would make that law
entirely nugatory. He contended that these
pilots were uot. at all needed by our vessels en-
gaged in the coal trade since in nine cases out
of ten the masters were fully competent to en-
ter the port of Pictou. If this class of men
were at all wanted it was in going through the
Strait of Canso—if they should be stationed
anywhere, it should be at Canso or Petit de
Gras. He believed that one-half of the pilots
who were now petitioning the house could not
manage a square-rigged vessel. Was it to be
said that the shipmasters of Arichat ,who were
everywhere recognized as most efficient sailors,

were to be instructed in navigating their ves-
sels into a port which they so well understood
as Pictou—that, too, by men so far inferior to
them in respect to matters connected with their
profession. In conclusion Mr. LeVesc.onte gave
an instance within his own knowledge of the
incapacity of one of the Pictou pilots.

Mr. Killam arf ueu chat the presentlaw was
fair and ought net u j touched.
Mr. Miller explained that the hon. Finan-

cial Secretary had misapprehended the re-
marks he had made; he had only stated there
were 22 gentlemen in the house interested in
shipping, coming from different sections of the
province, and that it was a very fair indication
of the feeling that existed outside of Pictou,
when these supported the present law. Mr. M.
then went on to argue briefly against the bill

before tlie house.
On a division the bill was deferred by 33 to

12
Yeas—Killam, Parker. McLelan, Locke, Ar-

chibald, Stewart Campbell, Annand, P. Smyth,
Caldwell, Allison, C. J, Campbell, Jost, Ray,
Lawrence, Hill, Hamilton, Miller, LeVescome.
McDonald, Donkin, Bourinot, Blanchard,Long-
ley, Shannon, McKinnon, Robertson, Ross,
Pryor, Balcam, Blackwood, E. L, Brown, At-
torney General, Provincial Secretary.
Against—Hetternan, Bill, McKav J. Fraser,

D. Fraser, Kaulback, Tobin, McFarlane, Colin
Campbell, John Campbell, Covvie, Financial
Secretary.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Mr. Archibald, from th^ committee on Law

Amendments, also reported against the bill to

psovide for the expenditure of certain duties
arising from the sale of licenses in the county
of Pictou. The report was received and adopt-
ed.
Hon. Mr. McFarlane introduced a bill to

amend chap. 121) R. S., “Of Stipendiary Magis-
trates.” It allows a special sessions to be call-

ed at tbe meeting of the supreme court for the
purpose of expediting the appointment of such
magistrates where required.
Mr. Pryor, as chan man of committee of city

bills, reported against the bill to enable the
city of Halifax to buy real estate. The report
was adopted.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table a resolution

of commissioners of Poor’s Asylum, stating
that in consequence of the very largely increas-
ed numbers of transient paupers they are un-
able to provide for them out of the limited Pro-
vincial grant of $8000 per annum.
The house adjourned at 6 o’clock.

EVENING- SESSION.
'

The house resumed at half-past 7 o’clock.
The Hon. Prov. Sec’y, by command, laid

on the table the report of H. Perley, Esq., on
the Bear River Bridge.

THE SCHOOL BILL.
The Hon. Prov. Sec’y moved the second

reading of the bill for the better encourag-
ment of Education.
Mr. Archibald said that be felt some diffi-

culty in addressing the house in reply to the
speech of the hon. Prov. Sec’y delivered some
few days before, inasmuch as many of the
points then alluded to, had, to a great extent,
passed away from the recollection of the bouse,
and, like a bottle of champagne, once drawn,
the subject bad become stale and flat. He
would have much preferred to have had five
minutes then to have replied to the lion. Prov.
Sec’y, but not having had that opportunity, he
would be obliged now briefly to recall the at-
tention of the hon. members to some of the
positions taken by that hon. gentleman, and
in doing so he felt relieved, to a large extent,
from going as much into detail as he would
have done had he replied on the spur of the
moment.
The hon. Prov' Sec. at the commencement of

his remarks expressed the hope that a subject
of such importance as this should be kept
aloof from politics, and seemed to think that
he (Mr. A.) had introduced matters into the
discussion in order to give it a party com-
plexion. The main objection he (Mr. A.) had
to the bill, was that the whole scope and ob-
ject of it, was to connect the cause ofeducation
with party politics, and so far from desiring
that result, the whole tendency of his remarks,
had been to divest the subject of a complexion
of that character.
The hon. Prov. Sec. also stated that he (Mr.

A.) had not ventured to point out a single act
of the government which was open to the
charge of a party nature. He had purposely
avoided alluding to individual instances, be-
cause it was his desire not to drag the ques-
tion down to the level of a mere party fight,
but rather to show that the natual tendency of
the bill was to connect the subject with politi-
cal objects. He had, however, referred to one
act, which he should have occasion to allude
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to again before he finished, and he had done so
rincipally because it was the first action taken

y the government after the passage of the
Bill.

The hon. Pro. Sec. complained that he had
misrepresented the success of the bill during
the last six months. He had figures under his

hand which would inform the house as to the
practical working of this measure. He found
from the report of the superintendent that out
of the 1400 school sections into which the pro-
vince was divided, under this law, 1009 had
been heard from; and in these only 654 schools
had been attempted to be organized. This left

two counties not heard from, and calculating
the number of schools for these two, in the
same ratio as the sixteen from which returns
had been received, the whole number of schools
orgairzed under the bill might fairly be put
down at 698, and of these a considerable num-
ber had failed to carry out the organization.
He could point out dozens of instances in

which, having held preliminary meetings, no
further action was taken. He thought that, he
was justified in assuming that not more than
550 schools were actually in operation under
the la v. When it was considered that under
the old law there were over 1100 schools in ex-
istence he did not think lie could be accused of
overdrawing the picture when he alluded to

the want of success of this bill.

He should have been delighted if a larger
number had been called into existence under
this bill; but when it was found that of the
1100 persons formerly engaged in school teach-
ing, only 654 had come up to the syllabus es-
tablished by the council of public instruction,

ho could not help thinking that they had fixed
the standard entirely too high. He had no
wish to undervalue i he importance of elevat-
ing the character and attainments of those who
were called upon to instruct the youtli of the
Country; but, if the higher standard could not
be reached, it was far better to use the materi-
als they had at hand, than have no schools at
all.

The hon. Pro. Sec. had sought to justify the
most obnoxious feature of this bill by stating
that the government had followed the exam-
ple of their predecessors in the bill of 1856—
But any one acquainted with that bill knew
that there was no attempt made to give it a po-
litical complexion. The whole disposal and
management of the school grant was placed iu

the bauds of a board of commissioLers com-
posed of gentlemen of both sides of politics.

Hon. Pro. Sec.—The inspectors under that
law were appointed by the Governor aud
Council.

Mr. Archibald—even so—they had no
voice in the distribution of the public monies

—

and that was the difference between that
bill and the present. Under the former law
the distribution of the public monies was
placed in the hands of a disinterested Board,
who were free from the suspicion of acting
from political motives.
The hon. Prov. Secretary had referred to the

system pursued iu England as an authority
for this Bill, but surely he did not meau to
contend that any analogy existed between the
two countries as regards this question. They
Itad no national system of education there,
and no law such as we had The common
school education of that country, was main-
ly founded ou the benefactions of weal-

thy persons in connection with vari-
ous denominations, and year by year a
small sum was voted by parliament in aid
of poor schools—but how small a proportion
did that bear to the revenue of the country.
He found that in 1857, out of a revenue of
seventy millions, the entire amount voted in aid
of teachers in England was only £62.000

—

which was about equal to $1,000 iu Nova Sco-
tia, when the difference in the reveuus was
taken into consideration.
In Scotland, it was true, there was a

national system—for the last 250 years a
system had prevailed — by which in
every parish a school was established by the
land owners, aud the parish had to provide a
certain sum for the support of the schoolmas-
ter. But the Government had no more to do
with the disposal of the school monies in that
country, than they had with the funds of an-
other country altogether. The whole tiling

was managed by the municipal authorities
generally iu connection with the church estab-
lishmeut of the distict

Aud so it would be found in every country
where a national system of Education exists.

In Canada, where the law imposes taxation
for schools—in Ireland, where large sums are
voted for that purpose—in Scotlaud where each
Parish supports its own schools—in every
case, care is taken to have Public In-
struction free from the excitements aud en-
tanglements connected with political life.

The hon. Prov. Secy, had referred to the

fait that, iu Canada, the liou. Mr. Galt, a
Mi nister of the Crown, was also a member of
the Educational Board. He (Mr. A ) did not
object to oue or two gentlemen who were en-
gaged iu political life, beiug connected with
the Council of Pubiic Instruction, but lie did
object to' its being altogether composed of that
class. He would read to the house the names
of the gentlemen who formed the Board in

Upper Canada, and it would be seen
that, not one of them was actively

engaged in the politics of the country.
The lion, gentleman here read the names as
follows:—
Hon. S. B. Harrison, Q. C., Chairman; Rev.

Egertou Byersou, D. IX, L. L. D., Chief Super-
intendent of Education

;
Right Rev. JolmJ.

Lynch, D. IX, R. C. Bishop of Toronto; Rev.
H. J. Grasett, B. D.; Hon. Mr. Justice Morri-
sou; J. S. Howard; Rev. J. Jennings, IX D.;
Rev. Adam Lillie, IX D.; and Rev. J. Barclay,
IX D. Members for the purposes of the Gram-
mar School Act: Rev. J. MeGaul, L. L. D.,

President ot University College, and the Pre-
sidents of the Colleges affiliated with the
University of Toronto; J. G. Hodgins, L. L. B.
Recording Clerk.
Here then were to he found geollemen of

every class of politics—men of standing, of
character arid of education; men whose posi-

tion entitled them to discharge the high and
responsible duties they were called upon to
perform; men who were free from the slightest

suspicion of being inffuenced by political mo-
t.ves. The hon. Pro. Sec. had taunted him with
not having replied to the objections he had
made to His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor
occupying aseat at the board of public Instruc-
tion. He (.Mr. A.) had not done so because he
failed to appreciate the force of the objections
raised. If he understood that honourable
gentleman aright he advanced as an argn-
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ment against the Lieutenant-Governor being
one of the council, that a matter might come
uj) before them upon which the government
might be evenly divided, and the Governor
would then be placed in an invidious positioa
in being called upon to decide—and the
responsibility of the decision would be thrown
upon him personally. He could hardly ima-
gine bow a case ui that kind could occur—with
a full meeting of the Executive Council, com-
posed of nine members,—of course it was im-
possible that they could be evenly decided.
But even suppssing that all were not present,
and that there should be three on one side and
three on the other, and the Governor should be
called upon to arbitrate between them, were
not the chances ten to one that his decis on
could be right and just? No one knew better

than the lion. Prov. Sec. the value of having
at the Couucil Board, the presence of one oc
cupying the high and elevated position of the
Lieut. Governor. He well knew, when ques-
tions of a debateable character came up, how
important it was to have the advice and coun-
sel of one whose position placed him superior
to party influences, and wnose decision would
be given without regard to interested motives.
When therefore it was remembered that in
New Brunswick the Lieut. Governor was
found at the head of the Board of Public In-
struction, and here the goverment had thought
proper to dispense with his presence, he
thought that he was justified iu the obser-
vation he had made that the whole ten-
dency of the BilL was to connect the
cause of education with party and faction.
But the hon. Prov. Sec. said that the Execu-
tive government possess the confidence of the
people, and tliereiore they are the proper per-
sons to discharge the duties of the Council of
Public Instruction. He forgot that the con-
fidence whifch the country reposed, bore re-
ference to the issues which were before them.
They had confidence that they would keep the
promises they made, but they have never ex-
pressed and never were asked to express a
confidence iu them as a Council of Public In-
struction.
Wbv did they, in this instance, adopt a dif-

ferent principle from that which would govern
them in the formation of any Other
Board? If they were going to form a Board
of Agriculture would they put themselves
upon it—or would they not rather look over
the land, and select those who had given the
most time and attention to that subject—irre-

spective of what their political opinions might
be. What would be thought of a government
that iu the constitution of a Boaru like that,
would choose, those of only oue class or creed,
—so in the formation of the Revenue Board,
why was it that they selected persons of both
sides of politics—but because they felt it neces-
sary iu order to impart confidence to the coun-
try, that any oue who had cases to bring be-
fore them should feel that he had a chance of
obtaining justice aud that his cause was not
prejudged nelore it was heard.
The same policy should have been adopted

in the consthuiiou of the Couucil ot Public
Instruction. But the Prov. Secy, argued that
it would be impossible to obtain a sufficient
number of duly qualified gentlemen without
inducing some who were engaged iu politics.

He (Mr. A.) had never asked that all who had
taken part in political life, should be excluded

from a seat at the board, but what he did
want was that the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, of Nova Scotia, should be composed, as
it was in Canada, of gentlemeu selected for

their learning, position, and attainments, and
not solely on accouut of their political views-
Suppose that a party came before that house

with a grievance that he wished to have re-

dressed—and the house granted him the en-
quiry he sought for, but appointed a commit-
tee composed of gentlemen entirely antago-
nistic to him—would any one suppose that he
would receive fair play or justice? and yet, the
government was doing the same thing to every
s choolmaster in Nova Scotia, when they put
him at the mercy of a one sided board, steeped
to the very eyes in political feelings and pre-
judices. Surely they could not expect, with
this feature stamped upon the bill, that it was
going to carry with it the favor and approba-
tion of the people of this country.
But the hon. Prov. Secy, said that it ill

became him (Mr. A.) to object to this Board,
when the first act of his party was to
discharge a Board that were, engaged in the
performance of highly important public duties
without any cost to the public service. The
Board he alluded to was that of the Commis-
sioners of the Lunatic Asylum. When he
(Mr. A ) came into power in 1861 he found
that Board in a state of turmoil aud ferment?

—

for nearly eighteen months the matron super-
intendent and the steward had not been on
speaking terms.
(The hon. gentleman here read from the re-

port contained in the Journals to that effect.)

Hon. Peo. Sec—Who is that signed by?
Mr. Archibald—

B

y the members of the
government.
Hon. Peo. Seceetaey.—Yery disinterested

authority.
Mr. Aechibald would show that the hon.

Pro. Sec. had virtually signed the report by
endorsing the action he had complained of.

—

The government of which he (Mr. A.) was a
member, introduced a Bill transferring
the control of the Asylum to the Board
of Works

;
aud that Bill remained upon

the Statute Book of this day and not only
had the hon. Prov. Sec. lefttlielaw untouched,
hut he was going to add to the liabilities im-
posed under it, by increasing the dimensions
of the Asylum. But if the position assumed
by the lion. Pro v. Sec. that the members of the
Executive Government were the proper per-
sons to form the Council of Public instruction,
was correct, why did not lie apply the same
principle to other matters. In the formation
of the Board of Governors of Dalhousie Col-
lege, for instance, why did lie not. appoint those
gentlemen whom he considers so peculiarly
fitted for the position of Public Instruction.
Why, but because he knew that iu order to
commend that institution to the confidence of
the country, it was necessary to make it inde-
pendent of politics, class, or religion. All he
called upon the lion. Prov. Sec. then to do was
to follow the same principle in regard to the
common schools of the country as he had
already adopted in reference to the higher
educational establishments, and surely he
could uot deny that what was sound policy in
the cwih t’«s« wa« equally sound iu the outer.
But the Provincial Secretary said the council
of pubtic ins rue tuu had nutning to do with
the dismissal of Dr. Forrester. If any body is
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to "blame, it was the executive government.
It reminded him of a distinction of a similar
kind once made by a prince bishop, who held
that in his capacity as prince he could do cer-

tain things, and in bis capacity as bishop could
do others, lie said, “as prince I light, as
bishop 1 pray.” But, said one of his followers,
“suppose the prince should die and be d d,

what would become of the bishop?”—(Laugh-
ter.) The distinction he feared would hardly
be any better in this case. We cannot con-
demn the government for the act and let the
council of public instruction escape. Whether
they are acting as prince or as bishop -was a
matter of little consequence; they were the
same men, doing the same act, and with the
same objects.
He (Mr. A.) had felt that, from the first incep-
tion this bill hail received apolitical character.
The bon. Prov. Sec. had confessed that in order
to carry it out successfully it was necessary to
make a martyr and to sacrifice a gentleman
who whatever might be his political leanings
had long been distinguished for the part he h ,d

taken in the cause of education. In alluding
to that gentleman (Rev. Mr. Forrester) he had
done so without his knowledge or sanction
urobably if he had known it, be would not
htve consented to have bis name mentioned at
ail. But lie bad doue so because be felt that
the Prov. Sec. when he confessed that in order
carry out this measure it; was necessary to
to sacrifice that gentleman, conceded that
politics was the beginning, the middle and the
end of this bill, lie could not allow the occa-
sion to pass without expressing his apprecia-
tion of tne services that gentleman Lad ren-
dered to tbe cause of Education. He had de-
voted himself for years to that subject with an
amount of industry, energy and success, that
was exceedingly creditable to him. And there
was no doubt that w'liatever improvements
was now to be found in tlie system of educa-
tion, was due to a large extent to the indefati-
gable exertions of tbe Rev. Dr. Forrester. He
had discharged the bigli duties of his office too
without regard to what party was ih power;
and when, m the course of events some years
ago, he became the servant of tbe government
which succeeded the one to which he owed Ids'

appointment; be (Mr. A.) knew be never
swerved from bis duty to the government of
the day, but endeavored to advance tbe best
interests of the cause he had at heart—without
fear or favor to auy one.
The lion. Pro. Sec. must have misunderstood

him in supposing that he said that on a new
government coining into power that gentleman
would be restored to office. From what he
knew of his opinion, lie (Mr. A.) was convinced
that the momeut the office was made political

he.would nor, accept it under auy circumstances
—what he did say was that when a person
was thrust from office for political reasons, the
office thenceforward became political, and a
suceeiling government would be compelled,
whatever might be their wishes, to remove tbe
incumbent and put another in his place—and
ifc was this feature that he particularly objected
to as giving a political complexion to tbe whole
Bill.

The -lion, gentleman concluded by saying
that he was exceedingly glad to have heard
an observation of tbe Prov. Secy, that he did
not consider this question of the constitution
of the Council of Public Instruction as a vital

principle of the hill, and he did hope that as it

was left open for gentlemen on tin; other side
of the house to exercise tlieir independent
judgment, that they would unite with him in
striking out this most obnoxious feature of the
bill.

Hon. Atty. Genl. said that he had not in-
tended to have addressed the house at that
stage of the bill, hut the singular course taken
by the lion, leader of the opposition, rendered
it necessary that he should offer a few obser-
vations iu reply. If that liou. gentleman had
taken the position that no amendment of the
law was necessary—that the law at present
upon tbe statute book required no alteration
or improvement, he (Mr. H.) dculd understand
the course he had taken, but when be admitted
the necessity for the law being ipodified, and
when it was agreed that no principle of the
bill would be settled on the second reading, he
would ask the house and the country what
reasons he had given for opposing this bill

going into committee. The only objections
he had urged were entirely in reference to
matters of detail; and from that lion, trentle-

rnau’s knowledge of the business ot’ the house,
lie well knew that the proper time to bring
forward matters of that kind was in commit-
tee. When, therefore, lie contrasted the course
taken by the leader of the opposition, last year,
in reference to this bill, with bis conduct now, he
could not help expressing his surprise at his in-

consistency, and he was driven to the conclu-
sion that his opposition to ibis bill going into
committee was factious in the extreme. That
lion, gentleman had expressed his regret that a
larger number of sections bad not adopted this
law, and he hoped that more would have done
so. It was all very well for him to express that
opinion now—but he would ask any body whe-
ther that Lon. gentleman had not, acted more
as an enemy than a friend of a measure, he
had aided in carrying.
The lion, leader of the opposition had not

ventured to attack any fundamental principle
of the bill—be did not object to the system of
county assessment, hut the whole object of his
remarks appeared to be to endeavour to prove
that the bill had failed because the Council
of public Instruction was formed of the Eecu-
tive government. That no doubt was very po-
pular with the lion gentleman’s own suppor-
ters—but had he brought forward any facts to
prove that his position was correct. Had he
advanced a single instance to show that the
Council of Public Instruction bad acted im-
properly in the discharge of their duties? He
had said on a previous night that he did not
wish to bring forward any instances of this

kind. If he had any why did lie not advance
them now? Was not the inference inevitable
that the lion, gentleman was indulging in gen-
eral charges, without being able to substanti-
ate them by a single proot? He (Mr. H.) con-
tended that the Couucil of Public Instruction
represented the whole people, and that any
council that allowed polit ics to influence them
in the duties of that office would not long re-

main in that position.
The hou. gentleman had labored hard to

shew that the measure had not met with the
approval of the people. He (Mr. H.) could
understand such language coming from an op-
ponent of the measure, but he could not un-
derstand it coming from one who professed to

he friendly to the bill, and who had assisted in

its being introduced.
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He told the house that some five hundred
teachers had been struck oft' the roll, because
the Council of Public Instruction had fixed

the standard too high—and that such high
qualifications were not required for -teachers

in the backwoods. He (Mr. H.) was not aware
that it was necessary to have one standard lor

the backwoods and another for the clear, ngs.

The Council had adopted such a standard as
they conceive ! necessary to elevate the status
oT those entrusted with the important duty of
educating the young of the country.
The lion, gentleman had referred to England,

and had shown that the monies voted for Edu-
cational purposes in that country were expend-
ed without au.y law on the statute book at all.

He would ask did not that place far more
power in the Board of Education than out-

law gave the Council of Public Instruction?—
But be said tha: the sum granted was so: all in
comparison with ours. That did not make any
difference in principle. The hon. gentleman
had entirely failed to point out any analogy
between the two comities.
And now he would ask what position the

subject was in? They had professedly a sys-
tem of assessment in operation which was in
reality no assessment at all—a system which
bore mos^. unequally upon the people, and had
failed to secure, what should be the desire of
every one to see accomplished, a system of
free schools from one end of the country to the
other. Ic was now proposed by the Bill

before the House to amend the existing law
and to remedy the defects that exist, and when
it is proposed to semi that Bill to Committee,
the motion is opposed by the leader of the oppo-
sition. He would ask whether that was consist-
ent with the position taken by that hon. gentle-
man last 'session as the great advocate of nee
schools founded upon compulsory assessment.
Did he not complain that the bill of last year
did not go far enough, and now that this bid
carries out the views then expressed, he op-
pose its being seat to committee.
He could understand the leader of an oppo-

sition opposing a bill introduced by a govern-
ment solely upon party grounds; but the ques-
tion of the edueatiqn of the country had ai ways
been kept sacred from party influence, aud no
government had introduced it as a strictly go-
vernment measure.
He would turn for a moment to one or two

observations of the leader of the opposition.
Among other things he had said that the small
number of schools in operation was owing to
the standard being fixed too high. He would
like him to take up the syllabus iu detail and
point out anything that was wrong. Surely
where a certain amount of public aid was
granted to a teacher, they had a right to ex-
pect corresponding qualifications. The stand-
ard had been fixed by the superintendent,
who had been guided by the experience of
other countries, aud bethought that -the lion,

leader of the opposition had failed to show that
the success of the bill had been injured by the
standard being fixed too high.
The next objection taken by the hon. gentle-

man was the composition of the Council of
Public Instruction. He thought he must have
forgotten that the Bill introduced by him when
in power contained a provision to form a
Board of Education composed of members of
the Executive Government, the only difference
being that the Lieut. Governor was to be at

the head. Now upon that point he held that
the Lieut. Governor, the representative of ma-
jesty, ought not to occupy a position to he
made responsible for any act of the
Council. Under the system of responsi-
ble government the head of the government
was responsible to Her Majesty who sent him
here and his advisers were responsible to the
people whose confidence they possessed. He
held that it was no position for a governor to
occupy, that when a question which might bear
a party complexion should come, upon which
the Council might be equally divided, that he
should be called upon to decide. The hon.
leader of the opposition said that he has no
doubt that he would decide rightly. He (Mr.
H.j did not doubt it, but even so, he would
still have to decide against the views of one
half the people of Nova Scotia, and then they
would have the unseemly spectacle of the re-

presentative of Majesty being held up in the
public prints as an object of abuse. Surely no
one would desire that. The representative of
Majesty should be kept as free from party in-

fluences, as Her Majesty herself.

It was the duty of every gent lemen who sup-
ported the main features of ! he bill of last ses-

sion not to endeavour to create an unfavorable
impression respecting it in the minds of the
people, but to show why it failed, and make
those amendments which the experience of the
past year show are require !. It had been said
that the country was against the bill, but he
wanted more evidence of that fact than had so
for been adduced. He did not look upon the
petitions as expressing the opiffou of the ma-
jority of the people. What petitions had been
pra ented showed tliat they were to a large
extent the work of one hand who had taken
ihe trouble to get them circulated over the face
o the country. A great number of persons
could be easily pursuaded to sign petitions for

almost any purpose whatever; in- fact to con-
tradict one day what they had on a previous
occasion asserted in a petition. But irrespect-
ive of the petitions there was no evidence
shown that the bill had failed to the extent ge-n-

tlemen would persuade the house and coun-
try it had. According to the hon. gentleman’s
(Mr. Archibald’s) figures, there were 550 sec-
tions established, and there, ought to be 1100
schools in existence. Assuming for argu-
ment’s sake that there was even a less number
than that mentioned by the lion, member and
supposing that there was but one .third of the
number in operation, yet there was the evi-
dence to show that there is going to school at
the present time as great a number of child-
ren as went to the whole lluO of which the hon.
member spoke. That proved if the excitement
was allowed to cooldown and the bill was bet-
ter understood—if the people had all the
machinery in operation requisite to carry it out
there would soon be two hundred per cent, ad-
ded to the number of children in attendance at
school. Were gentlemen then, prepared to say
that the bill was not a success? He contended
that the bouse had before ir, the clearest evi-
dence to prove that, notwithstanding the diffi-

culties that surrounded it, and which were to
be expected at the commencement, the results
had been exceedingly satisfactory. The objec-
tion that now existed, and which came in a
large measure from the repugnance ol the peo-
ple to anything like assessment—would gradu-
ally be removed, and in a lew months the sue-
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cess of the measure would he proved beyond a
doubt, by means of the facilities that would be
afforded to the parties who commence opera-
tions in May next. He believed that the peo-
ple were now awakening to the necessity of
encouraging the operation of a good measure
on Education—that all that was now necessary
was to take olf inequalities that might ex-
ist, and enable the law to bear more equally
upon ail classes, in order to remove the objec-
tions that might, now exist in the country. The
hon. leader of the O) position had declared that
the composition of the Council of Public In-
struction was the chief reason for any animo-
sity that, might exist against the bill, but he
could not prove it. One or two papers had re-

ferred to that feature unfavorably, but there
was no general expression of public feeling on
the subject. No portion of the people had
com plai ned of any decision of the Council of
Public Instruction, and therefore the objections
raised by the lion, gentleman existed eniirely in
his own imagination.
In many parts of Scotland to which refer-

ence had been made by the hon. member, the
scdiools were under the control of persops con-
nected with the churches and who take a deep
interest in the question of Education but their
system was totally different from that adopt-
ed in this country. There they had to a large
extent a system founded entirely on taxation,
but here we have a mixed system—a sum
granted by the legislature and another sum
raised by the people. It had been advocated
that, the whole amount should be contributed
by the province, but he held it was a bad
policy outlie part of any government to assess
the people by indirect taxation too largely for
the support of schools and take away from
them the privilege of keeping up education di-

rectly. No doubt the people tool^a far deeper
interest in schools when they had to contribute
directly towards tlieir support.
The lion, lender of the Opposition had declar-

ed that the question of Education should be
kept free from any aspect of party polities, and
yet almost in the same breath he brought up
the question of retrenchment. He observed that
the government had not been returned to act as
Council of Public Instruction, but hid had the
confidence of the country reposed in them be-
cause they promised to carry out retrenchment.
Was that the way to discuss a question which
the lion, gentlemen was so anxious to keep free
from all taint of polities? That lion, gentle-
men had on several occasions gone out of liis

way to attack the government on this
question, and he (Mr. II.) felt called upon
to notice one or two points which had
been brought up. The Morning Chronicle
contained an explanation from the Provin-
cial Secretary that the resolution intro-
duced in 1862 was only intended to meet an
exigency that had arisen, and that wl en it

passed away he would be quite ready to re to e
the services he proposed to touch to their pre-
vious amounts. The hon. member for Colches-
ter complained that the remarks were not pub-
lished in the organ of the Government, though
he admitted they were in the Chronicle. That
hon. gentleman could not deny that they were
made. Me, as well as other gentlemen in this
house, most remember that they had been ut-
tered. The Government, however, had not
been returned on the questiou of retrenchment,
although it had been so asserted by the Opposi-

tion time and again. There were other matters
which the house now need hardly be informed
had much more to do with the return of the
party now in power.
The hon. gentleman would have a Council of

Public Instruction composed entirely of men
not in politics, but lie had not informed the
bouse how he could get a body possessed of all
the qualifications that would suit the people of
t.he Proviuce from one end to the other. How
many classes and denominations of Christians'
were to he represented at that board? Unless
the Council was so arranged, if it was compo-
sed of irresponsible men, would Hie country be
satisfied? A decision given against one parti-
cular denomination on some question that they
would consider vital; would awaken the anta-
gonism of t he whole of that body. The Coun-
cil, on the oilier hand, when composed of the
Government, were directly responsible to the
people, and had their confidence, which was not
the case with such a body as the hon. gentleman
would have formed. However satisfactory
you might represent both political parties, or
all denominations, in such a council, he believ-
ed that in six months objections v ould he
urged against id on all sides. To which party
was the majority to he given? If the govern-
ment secured a majority on that board, he
asked where was the minority? He presum-
ed where the minority in the house was be-
tween the years 1859 and 3883. Yet that was
the board that the h r n. gentleman stated was
to be non-political. No analogy could be drawn
between an agricultural board and one in con-
nection with education. There was nothing in
connection with agriculture that could touch
the religious feelings and prejudices of this
country. No such important question, for in-

stance, us that of separate schools, could come
before a hoard dealing with the agricultural
interests of the country. Reference had been
also made to the character of the Board of Re-
venue; but the hon. gentleman could scarcely
have been serious when he declared that that
body was composed of two parties. Dili not
be know that the government had two mem-
bers on that board—that they controlled tlie

committee? The hon. gentleman had also re-

ferred to- the Lunatic Asyfum, hut it would
have been wiser if he had left that subject
alone. The government in 1881 undertook to
dismiss a hoard of management connected
with that institution, composed of influential
gentlemen who gave their services gratuitous-
ly to the public. Those gentlemen were a non-
political board, and yet they were dismissed.
They were not iu the government and had no
party objects to subserve. Whom did they
pur. in their place? Why the Board of Works
under the government. The government un-
dertook to condemn these geutlemen without
a trial, and in the face of the most conclusive
evidence that they deserved better treatment.
That ho i. gentlemen, therefore, had given the
best tvdeuce that could he adduced that a
responsible board was the one that would give
the best satisfaction to the people of this county.
If if. was tried to form an independent board of
gentlemen who had nothing else to do and
their names were published iu order to test the
feelings of the country on the subject, it would
be found that four fifths of the people would
condemn them. As the Council, however, was
now constituted under the improved bill be-

fore the Louse, their power to do harm, if they
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wished it, was very limited. It was argued
that the Council should not have the power of

making these appointments. But the Board
appointed according to the plan suggested

.

by
the hou. member would not have the appoint-
ments of Superintendent, or of the head of the

Normal School, or of the Inspectors. They
would be reposed in the government who alone
would be responsible for them.
The lion, leader of the Opposition had refer-

red to Dalhousie College, and asked it the

principle of government control was good
with respect to the Council of Public Instruc-

tion, why was it not applied to that institution.

The hon. gentlemen ought to know that that
was provided for by a law that was placed on
the statute book before the present govern-
ment came into power. Why, then, did the
hon. gentlemen expect the government to in-

terfere with that laws. But suppose a vacancy
took place to morrow would not the govern-
ment fill it up.
The Council of Public Instruction had to en-

counter the greatest difficulties for the last six

months—to give the instructions necessary for

the elucidation of a new act—to settle irregu-
larities arising from the ignorance of a new
law. They had to do all this and assume res-

ponsibilities. When the system wras once set

going on smoothly, he would ask what func-
tions were there belonging to the Council of
Public Instruction that were dangerous to the
interests of any political party ? He could see
none whatever. Appointments ha d to be made
occasionally, but the Government would have
them under any circumstances. The functions
of this body were small. They could not ar-
range a school district or interfere with its

boundaries. The School Commissioners had to

carry out the law and divide the money, and on
the whole it would be found that the powers
und prerogatives of the Council were nothing
so great as gentlemen would have the house
to believe; and ior everything they did they
were directly responsible to the Legislature
and country. If the hon. leader of the Oppo-
sition wished to keep this question free from
party politics, he should not have referred to
the change that had been made in the office of
Superintendent. He said he had done so in
opposition to the wishes of the reverend gen-
tleman in question. If he had consulted with
that gentleman, reasons would have been
given to the hon. member why this subject
should not he brought up. As far as he ' Mr. H.)
was concerned, he had always entertained
feelings of the greatest respect for Dr. Forres-
ter; for he had given a great deal of time and
attention to his duties; but nevertheless he
was a clergyman. When he was appointed as
the head of the Normal School, it was because
he was supposed to be peculiarly suited for
that office, but no doubt if there had been a
non-professional gentleman available, a cler-
gyman would not have been selected. No
matter how conscientiously a Superintendent
might perform his duties, yet the fact that he
was a clergyman would awaken prejudices
among those denominations to which he did
not belong, and impair his usefulness and neu-
tralize his labors to a great extent. But when
his removal from the office of Superintendent
was urged, as an objection to the composition
of the Council of Public Instruction, it should
he remembered that, whatever the Council
might be, the Government had the appoint-

21

ment in its own hands, and could deal with it

as it thought proper.
The hon. leader of the Opposition had given,

as a last reason why the Government should
not constitute the Council

,
the practice of Ca-

nada, and referred especially to Dr. Ryerson,
who had been the Superintendent for a good
many years. But would the hon. gentleman
deny that Dr. Ryerson had not been consider-
ed for years—whether rightly or wrongfully he
could not say—by a large body of the people,
as an important political engine himself.
He contended that the system of responsibi-

lity was just as applicable to the administra-
tion of the law, on the subject of education, as
it was in reference to any other law on the sta-
tute-book. If then Dr Ryerson was the political

engine that he is represented to be, it would he
clearly better for the interests of Canada if he
were immediately responsible to the Legisla-
ture. It was an improvement upon the Cana-
dian system that the people from one end of
the Province to the other should have a right
to refer at once to the government of the day
and urge any claims, or state any grievance
they might have. They would have a body
whose policy it would be to do justice to all
the parties concerned, and not one which
might take any course it might consider most
consonant with its own feelings and prejudices,
and think itself safe under its irresponsibili*
ty. Suppose there was a council such as the
hon. leader of the opposition would choose, and
the people of some part of Cape Breton had a
grievance which they wished redressed. They
apply to their representatives to make enqui-
ries into the matter, but when these gentlemen
would apply to the irresponsible board, the
probability would be that -they would get for
an answer: “ Your enquiries are very trou-
blesome, and give us a great deal of trouble,
and we cannot give you any redress.” When,
however, the government formed the council,
was it not obvious that they would feel bound
to give some redress to the complainants. The
hon. gentleman, in concluding, expressed his
surprise at the line of argument pursued by
the leader of the opposition, and contended
that his objections did not touch the valid
principle of the bill, which was free schools for
the people of this country.

SEPARATE SCHOOLS.
Mr. LeVesconte said that he had looked

carefully over the bill before the House, and
must confess that the principle of assessment
it contained was most unpalatable to the coun-
ty which he had the honor to represent, as in-
deed to most of the counties of the Province;
hut, notwithstanding this, he would be prepar-
ed to vote for the second reading of the hill if

the Government would agree to introduce into
it a clause respecting Separate Schools—one
that would protect the rights of minorities
which ought to be protected. Now the people
were taxed both directly and indirectly for the
support of education. First, they were asses-
sed indirectly to raise the large contribution
that was given out of the treasury for the
schools of tiie country. Next, they were taxed
under this law by an addition made to their
county assessment, and if the bill was not al-
tered in Committee they would have to pay a
two-thirds taxation, which would be imposed
upon them in the various districts. We all
knew, that situated as the people of this coun-
ty are, in those districts where the majority of
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the people are Catholics and the minority Pro-
testants, the latter, though largely contribut-
ing to the support of education, were not likely
to send their children to the schools of the for-
mer, where a Catholic teacher is employed.
Therefore, although paying a large amount of
taxation, they were debarred from participat-
ing in any of the benefits they ought to derive
from these schools, and obliged to provide a
teacher for themselves. The same thing oc-
curred in districts where the majority of the
people are Protestants and the minority Cat-
holics, and where the latter, with laudable
zeal for education, have established a school
where a teacher is employed to indoctrinate
their children with doctrines that they them-
selves subscribe to. It was laudable both on
the part ofthe Catholics and Protestants to wish
to send their children where they might learn
the principles of their respective faiths. He
maintained, as a fundamental principle, that
the House, in placing upon the Statute Book, a
law that was going to assess the people of the
country for the purposes of education, should,
at the same time, not ignore the fact that there
are minorities who have rights to be protected.
In his own district the Roman Catholics were
in the majority, and a school of that denomi-
nation was there established

;
but was it to be

said that he was a bigot because he, a Protes-
tant, was not prepared to send his children to
be educated at that school. Or were the Ca-
tholics in a Protestant district to he told that
they were bigots because they would not send
their children to a school -where principles
were inculcated, inconsistent with those in
which they themselves believed?
Every one knew that such feelings influenc-

ed the mind of man, whether Protestant or Ca-
tholic, and would prevail as long as these de-
nominations existed. There was no doubt that
a man in whom Protestants had confidence
would be unworthy of bis position if he failed
to take every opportunity to teach the children
that which he believed himself. Any man who
did not do so would be forgetful of the welfare
of those children both in the present and
future world. And a similar, argument could
be used with reference to any Catholic teacher.
Influenced by these convictions, he asked the
government to add the clauses which he would
read to the house as an act of justice to
the minorities now to be taxed for the support
of education in this country.
The hon. gentleman then read the following

clauses

:

When in any school section or school sec-
tions adjoining each other, the teacher shall be
a Protestant, and there shall be not less than
20 children, between the age of 5 and 16 years,
belonging to Roman Catholic families therein,
the heads of which families, being not less than
five in number, shall signify their desire in
writing to the commissioners to have a sepa-
rate school section within the limits of such
section or adjoining sections, it shall be com-
petent for the Roman Catholic householders
therein, not being less than ten in number,
to hold a school meeting at the school house,
when provided, at the time appointed by law
for annual school meetings, or at such other
place as may be jnost convenient within such
section or adjoining sections, and thereat to

elect trustees for speh separate schools,—such
meeting to be organized as prescribed in the
,25th section of this act, and to have the same
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powers and duties as are by this act prescribed
for annual school meetings, so far as such
Catholic families are concerned.
Ifany person offering to vote at such sepa-

rate school meeting shall be challenged as un-
qualified, the chairman presiding at such meet-
ing shall require the person so offering to make
the following declaration:

“I do declare and affirm that I am a Roman
Catholic (or Protestant, as the case may be),
and that I reside in this separate school dis-
trict, and that I am legally qualified to vote at
tins meeting.”

And every person making such declaration
shall be permitted to vote as prescribed in the
fifth section of this-act, and shall be subject to
the same penalties for making a false declara-
tion as is prescribed in said section, to be reco-
vered by the trustees of said separate school in
the manner therein set forth.

The trustees elected at such meeting shall
have the same duties and powers, so far as re-
gards the Catholic families in said sejjarate
school district, as those of other trustees of
common schools in accordance with this act:
and the Roman Catholic inhabitants of such
section contributing to the support of such se-
parate school shall be exempted from the pay-
ment of any special assessment (other than the
county assessment) for the support of the other
schools within such section or sections: anil
such separate school, where established and
attended by an average of no less than fifteen
pupils, shall be entitled to receive from the Su-
perintendent of Education a reasonable and
just proportion of the common school fund, ac-
cording to the class of teachers employed in
said separate school, and an order on the coun-
ty treasurer for the full amount paid by said
Catholic families as county assessment for
education. A nd such separate school shall be
free to all the children between the ages of five
and sixteen years belonging to Roman Catho-
lic families resident within the sections where-
in such separate schools are established; but
such children shall not be entitled to attend the
other common schools therein to which such
families do not contribute.
When in any school section or school sections

adjoining each other the teacher shall be a Ro-
man Catholic, and there shall not be less than
20 children between the ages of five and six-
reen years belonging to Protestant families
therein, the heads of which families, being
not less than five in number, shall signify their
desire to the commissioners in writing to have
a separate school within the limits of such
section or sections adjoining each other, the
same proceedings may be had as in the preced-
ing sections of this act, and all the provisions
thereof shall apply in every particular to such
separate schools where established in pursu-
ance of said section.
Ho school books shall be used in any such se-

parate school which shall be objected to by the
teacher thereof.
The Council of Public Instruction, out of the

sums granted for the annual' purchase of im-
proved school books, libraries, maps and ap-
paratus, shall provide for such separate Roman
Catholic or Protestant schools a reasonable and
just proportion of such school books, &c.. as
may be required by the pupils thereof.
Hon. Pko. Sec. said that he had been ex-

ceedingly surprized at the course that had been
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pursued by the hon. leader of the opposition.
Notwithstanding his strong opinions on the
subject of the council of public instruction, yet
after all it was but a detail and not a vital

principle of the measure, and the hon. gentle-
man might have quite consistently allowed the
bill to go into committee instead of assuming
a position of such extreme hostility on its se-

cond reading. That was a course that he had
not expected from the hon. member, because
holding the views he did he was bound to send
the bill to committee and there offer bis view's

to the house and endeavor to amend it in that
way. However, he had not expected from the
hon. member for Bichmond, and his late col-

league in the government, the same attitude of
hostility towards the measure that had been
exhibited by the hon. leader of the opposition.
If that hon. gentleman held such strong views
on the subject of separate schools, it would
have been quite proper for him to have moved
the clauses he had just read in committee, and
in that way endeavor to introduce them into

the bill, instead of pursuing a course which he
had not expected and which, he regretted ex-
ceedingly, that hon. gentleman should have
pursued in reference to the measure. The bill

could never be sent to committee of the whole
house—and the hon. member knew it quite
well—if the personal dictation of every gentle-
man was complied with. It should be remem-
bered that the hon. member for Bichmond him-
self was a party to the essential principle of
the bill, and he (Dr. T.) had no right therefore
to expect that he would have endeavored to
make it a condition that clauses should be in-

troduced which he knew the government could
not agree to.

Mr. LeVesconte said that he had voted for
something like this last year.
Hon. Pbo. Sec. would not complain if the

hon. member, holding the views he stated he
did, had moved any amendment in regard to
any section of the bill when he could most le-

gitimately do so
;
but when he endeavored to

dictate to the government certain principles
which were destructive to the measure he as-
sumed an attitude of the most determined hos-
tility that it was possible for any man to as-
sume. He had no hesitation in saying that the
government could not consent to the introduc-
tion of clauses into the bill which, every one
must feel, would be destructive to the common
school system of this Province. (Hear, hear,
from opposition benches.) The bill had infi-

nitely better be thrown into the fire than that
the clauses in question should be incorporated
into it. He was not going to refer invidiously
to the principles of any one denomination in
this country and contrast them with those of
any other, but he had no hesitation in saying
that the principle that demanded that there
shall be no schools except of a denomination-
al character was one that struck at the very
foundation of common school education by
which the people can have their children edu-
cated. The very moment you laid down
the broad platform that the Episcopalian
or the Baptist, or the Methodist, or the Presby-
terian could not receive a common school edu-
cation in common, you did that which would
eventually sweep away every respectable and
efficient school off the face of the country.

—

The district in which the hon. member himself
lived occupied a peculiar position. In the town
of Halifax, it would be possible to introduce

that system without striking down our com-
mon schools, but the moment you went into the
rural districts ofNova Scotia and say that it

must become the duty of eyery teacher not to

give that instruction which in the common
schools of the country the children are expect-
ed to obtain—not to teach reading, and writing
and arithmetic, but, as stated by the hon. mem-
ber, to endeavour to proselite and pervert to
his views the minds of these entrusted to his
charge, the moment you allowed this you did
that which no gentlemen of any denomination
could sustain for a single instant. He did not
undervalue the importance of religious educa-
tion of having the youth of the country in-
structed by parties in whose religious opinions
they might have entire confidence; but to ask
that there shall be no school that should not
be taught by a man who was not determined
to force his own religious opinions upon the
minds of those committed to his charge would
be to attempt to establish a principle for which
the country was not prepared and which would
have the effect of leaving our people without
any education at all. In the existing condition,
of things in this country any system of com-
mon school education that involved the intro-
duction of separate schools and prevented all
denominations of Christians into which our
community is divided from co-operating with
each other—which would not allow all child-
ren, irrespective of §eet, to sit side by side, and
learn those branches of education which are
taught in the common and superior schools of
this country,—struck at the very foundation of
our school system. Under these circumstances
the government could not consent for a single
instant to the adoption of a principle which
would be so destructive to the operation not
only of the present bill but of the whole sys-
tem of Common School Education.
Mr. LeVesconte said that he could show

the hon. Prov. Sec. who appeared to be rather
warm that these clauses were nothing new, but
that they were in force in the great country to
to which the hon. gentlemen was so anxious re-
cently to annex us. Mr. LeVesconte here read
the law in L. Canada on the subject of Seperate
Schools.
Hon. Peo. Sec. said that the moment these

clauses were introduced into the bill its whole
foundation and support crumbled away. All
the other denominations would demand just aa;
pertinaciously and withdraw their support
from the measure unless the same concession
was made to them. Therefore the question did i

not lie solely between Catholic and Protestant,
;

but between all the denominations into which
our people are divided.
Mr. Tobin said that he was sorry that the

Provincial Secretary felt so strongly upon the
question before the house. The hon. member
for Bichmond had introduced the subject with
much moderation and calmness. He lived in a
district where it appears he was in a minority
as respects his religious opinions, and had an
opportunity of observing the working of the
bill introduced last session, which became law.
He felt, as other gentlemen similarly situated
must feel, that there was a necessity for such
schools so far as the interests of those who
were of the same denomination as himselfwere
concerned. As regards himself (Mr. T.) he
vras always disposed to do what he believed
was right, and if the minority in the district to
which the hon. member belonged had not a
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sufficient guarantee of protection, it was the
duty of the house to take that course that was
proper on the premises. He had heard the
speeches delivered during this discussion, and
had been a little astonished at the style of ar-
gument pursued. The Provincial Secretary
introduced the bill, advanced his propositions,
and argued in its favor calmly and deli-
berately

;
but, when the leader of the

Opposition got up and spoke, he oppo-
sed the measure not upon educational
grounds—not with reference to the principles
on which education should be conducted in
this country; but upon political grounds en-
tirely. He would like to call the attention of
the house to the history of education in Eui'ope
—in that country where civilization first rear-
ed its head—and ask if such a bill, as was now
on the table, was introduced into any State,
England, Ireland, Scotland, or Germany, would
it receive any countenance? He thought not;
for in those celebrated countries where popular
education was first introduced the rights of
minorities and majorities were always respect-
ed. But not to Germany or any State of Eu-
rope, but to the Christian church were we in-

debted for the introduction of elementary edu-
cation. If we traced back the history of po-
pular education we found that wherever the
Christian church was established, there the
common or primary school arose in connection
with the Christian church, and that principle
had been handed down to us to the present
day. We found that in 1018 the civil war broke
out in Germany, called the “ Thirty years war”
when fathers were torn from their families

—

when the whole country was convulsed to its

very centre—but it was only in 1603 and 1635
that two men arose in Germany—Philip J.

Spenser and Augustus Herman Frank. These
two men were destined to .shed a new light
upon popular education in Europe through
their zeal and devotion. In what system did
they believe? Go to Germany, to Bruhl on the
left side of the Rhine, three leagues from Bonn,
and you find a Normal school established for
the education of Catholic teachers. Again, go
to Potsdam and you see a Normal school es-

tablished for the education of Protestant teach-
ers. Go again to Berlin, and what do you find?
The council of public instruction tell you that
they never establish a mixed school where it is

possible to have a separate one. It was neces-
sary at times to have mixed schools, but the
system is so established, and the rights of
every denomination so well understood, that
whenever a minority feel that there is any sus-
picion they can immediately apply to the go-
vernment for a separate school, and under the
circumstances it is not surprising that the sys-
tem works harmoniously. Examine Canada,
and you saw a country split into two halves. In
Lower Canada there is a Catholic majority,
and in Upper Canada one of Protestants. In
both sections the minorities were protected by
the majorities. Look at the clause introduced
by the hon. member that evening and you had
an idea of the law that was carried out in
Lower Canada. In the lower section where
the immense, body of the people belong to the
Catholic church, the rights of the minorities
are protected and recognized—that no man
could gainsay. No difficulty occurred what-
ever in that section in connection with educa-
tion. In many years in Upper Canada some
difficulty had occurred between Dr. Ryerson

and the Catholic denomination, until at last,
however, a compromise was effected and the
rights of minorities established. These were
things that the house should thoroughly under-
stand.
He could appreciate the difficulty that arose

in this province in connection with Edu-
cation. With the exception of Halifax, the
counties of Inverness, Richmond, and one
or two others the Protestants were in a
majority

;
and he could understand how diffi-

cult it was in the districts all over the province
to protect the rights of the different denomina-
tions and especially where there were no very
large bodies of Catholics . If the system were
so arranged that where it was necessary the
Catholic or Protestant minority could establish
a separate school, the whole would work more
harmoniously in all its parts. But what did
you see the other day when the question of
Dalhousie College was upbefore the Committee
on Education. You saw Mr. Grant on one side
and Dr. Clamp on the other, and the Bishop of
Nova Scotia was also present. They spoke of
the denominational colleges, and said that they
should be put on an equality—that the grant
to 'the one should be the same as that to the
other. Did not Mr. Grant say that there were
two distinct bodies of Presbyterians—that it

was for themselves to consider whether there
was any difference in their respective doctrines,
and that each had its hall of divinity. There-
fore it would be seen that difficulties arose at
once in connection with this subject that ought
to be carefully considered

;
but the Legislature

should meet them. The first thing that was to
be done was to engage, as far as possible, the
kindly co-operation of clergymen of all deno-
minations, and, unless yo^i did so, the common
school system of this country would never be
successful.
At that late hour of the evening he had only

attempted to touch the main features of the
question before the house; but he could not
help referring to a work on the subject of Edu-
cation, that every statesman should read—that
was, Barnard’s European Education. That
author stated that the principle to which he
had previously alluded obtained all through
Europe. Reference had been made, in the
course of the debate, to education in England.
What did Lord John Russell tell you in a
speech which he delivered in 1845, when ho
brought up the whole question of education
before the Commons? That eminent states-
man traced the whole history of Education,
and alluded to the ignorance that prevailed
among teachers in England. He told a story
of one of the teachers of a school he visited,

who, on being asked if he could read, replied,
‘ Yes, I can read summut,’’—showing clearly
that he was not able to do so very intelligibly.

The system of Education that prevailed in
England was different altogether from that
which existed in America. The Government
did not undertake to organize schools
but wherever a school was established they
did not enquire into its denominational char-
acter, but simply what amount of instruction
was given, and if the schoolmaster wasdntelli-
gentand capable. Then it received govern-
ment aid.

There was another work published in France
which was also of great value—“ Cousin’s Re-
port on Primary Education.” In the report
that gentleman made to his government you
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liad one of the most interesting and intelligible

views ever given of Primary Instruction; and
in that work was laid down the principle that
the Minister should be the first in the School

—

that it should have the co-operation of the
clergymen of all denominations. No one could
deny, too, that as the schoolmaster so was the
school. Success could not be expected to at-

tend any common school system in this country
unless we had good teachers. When Dr.
Cramp and other gentlemen were before the
Committee already referred to, they spoke of
the necessity of having training schools for the
different denominations. But there was one
thing which he would like to know from the
leader of the Opposition and that was whether
lie believed after the experience that had been
gained on the subject that it was for the inter-

ests of Education that the Normal School
should have been established at Truro and put
under the charge of a clergyman. He had
always been opposed to such an arrangement

—

he had no personal feeling against Dr. Forres-
ter, he believed him to be a most intelligent
and energetic gentlemen; but at the same time
he dissented from the opinion that the Normal
School should have been placed at Truro, on the
ground that all the denominations could not
avail themselves ofthe advantages it was in-

tended to afford them. It must be obvious to
anyone that a School at Truro with a clergy-
man at its head could not afford the same ad-
vantages to the people that it would if it were
established in Haliiax under the charge of a
layman.
Barnard said: “ Any description of popular

Education in Europe would be incomplete
which would not give prominence to the insti-

tute of the Christian Brothers, including in that
term the earliest professional school in Europe
for the training of teachers.” In the 17th cen-
tury arose one of the most remarkable bodies
of men the world had ever seen, devoted exclu-
sively and without pay to the education of the
children of the poor, and the introduction of
improved methods in the organization, instruc-
tion, and government of elementary schools.

—

The institution was established in 1681, and to

Abbe John Baptiste de la Salle belonged the
high honor of not only founding it, but of in-

fusing into its early organization his own pro-
found conviction of the Christ-like character
of its mission among the poor. This devoted
Christian brother was born at Rheims, on the
30th of April, 1651. He was early distinguished
for his scholarly attainments and the maturity
of his character. From the first he became in-
terested in the children of the poor, and was
grieved at the ignorance of the teachers, who,,
without method or plan, were entirely unfit for
their profession. He spent all his patrimony
in founding an institute for their instruction,

—

he lived with them, partook of their hum ble
fare,—and from this humble beginning had
sprung the source of the Brothers of the Chris-
tian doctrine, which are to be found in every
European state. The mind could not well con-
ceive the amount of benefit this Society ofmen
has conferred on the human race. They did
not divorce religion from their schools. It was
the fundamental principle—this principle had
withstood the downfall of monarchies and the
persecution of ages, and it was the only founda-
tion on which we in the New World should
erect our primary educational institutions.
All history went to show that whenever you

attempted to keep out religion from the school,
then immediately the religious element came
iDto contact and defeated it. It was the pro-
vince of the Christian Minister to see that in
all the Primary Schools a certain amount of
religious instructiou was given to the youth,
and it was useless for us to deny the necessity
for that course. This principle was deeply in-

corporated in our nature, and must be acknow-
ledged—it had ever prevailed, and would pre-
vail till the end of time.
As respects the present bill, however, he

would observe that, in view of the scattered po-
pulation of this country, and the difficulties

that arose in connection with the subject before
the house, he would be prepared to suppress
his own opinions and yield to the majority,
and go a very great length in order to frame a
system that would give satisfaction to all the
denominations of people in this country. If the
majority declared that the bill upon the table,
apart from the clauses just introduced, was the
best that could be framed to promote educa-
tion, he would be prepared to yield with all re-

spect. But nevertheless what clamor there
was against the bill of last session was not
raised by the Catholic population of this pro-
vince. He saw, however, that a large portion
of the Protestant people was opposed to the
system of taxation. Shelburne and Yarmouth
had refused altogether to adopt the bill. Their
opposition arose entirely, he believed, from the
taxation principle embodied in the bill;

but he did not sympathize with such, for he
felt that if people wished to have their chil-

dren educated, they must contribute
He did not think that any man could contri-
bute of his wealth to a more laudable object
than to the education of the childien by whom
he may be surrounded. He was quite prepared
to submit himself to any taxation that the bill

imposed, and it appeared to him that every one
should be reasonable, and that no one
should press his opinions beyond their le-

gitimate bounds. He could not expect in a
country like this where there are so many de-
nominations of Christians that the feelings of
every one could be consulted in every respect.
At the same time, he thought that every eare
should be taken to protect the minorities,
whether Catholic or Protestant. Why was it

that Presbyterians, Methodists, and Baptists
did not go to school together in this city. They
would not do so. You might say there was af-

ter all very little difference between them, yet
each denomination had its school-houses. This
principle laid at the basis of human nature
and you could not ignore it. The difficulty

must and should be met. All in the house
should combine with the laudable object of
framing such a system as will be generally ac-
ceptable. As far as he was concerned he was
quite ready to do all he could.
Mr. Archibald said that the remarks which

had just fallen from the hon. member for Ha-
lifax were most creditable to his heart and
judgment, although it must be confessed that
it would hardly have been supposed from the
promises that iron, gentleman laid down, that
he would have arrived at such conclusions as
he had. If such a principle as denominational
schools was allowed in this country, one de-
nomination after another would ask it to be
extended to them, and he therefore heard with
great pleasure the remarks that had fallen
from the hon. Provincial Secretary on this sub-
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ject. The moment you laid down the principle
in respect to Catholics and Protestants, the
various denominations into which the latter are
divided would not rest content unless the same
privileges were granted to them. In a country
where the combined efforts of all denominations
of the people were necessary in order to keep
up education, the moment you allowed separ-
ate schools you struck at the very root of the
educational system. If there was anything
that astonished him it was the remarks that
had fallen from the hoD. member who intro-

duced the clauses under consideration. To say
that a schoolmaster should not be satisfied
with teaching those branches for which he was
employed, but should pervert the minds of the
children committed to his charge, was to sup-
pose that he would perform that which no con-
scientious man would or ought to do. He en-
tirely exonerated either Catholics or Protes-
tants from the supposition that they consider-
ed that such a course was at all justifiable on
the part of a teacher.
Mr. LeVesconte said that the clauses

which he had presented to the house were copi-
ed almost verbatim from an act which was in-
troduced by the government of which the hon.
member for Colchester was a member, and
afterwards withdrawn.
Mr. Archibald said that he had not the

honour of being a member of the government
in question.
Mr. Miller said that he believed upon this

question he would not be amenable to the
charge which had been brought against the
hon. member for Halifax by the leader of the
opposition, and that there was nothing incon-
sistent in his previous or present action or any
of his declarations in connection with the ques-
tion before the house. He felt that it was al-
most imposing upon the house to detain them
with any remarks at that late hour, but he
could not allow the question to pass by, in
view of the position which he had occupied
towards it, without giving his assistance to
the hon. gentleman who had introduced
the clauses now under consideration. The
importance of the subject was a sufficient
apology for the fact that he now addressed
them. He though he could safely say that
from the first time he had the honour of speak-
on this question of Education he had stated
boldly the opinions he conscientiously enter-
tained. Holding the opinions he did, he felt he
would be unjust to himself if he failed to en-
dorse the views of his hon. colleague as ex-
pressed that night. This was one of those
questions upon which men differed widely,
but he felt, however wide the division of sen-
timent, every man ought to be guided by what
he conceived to be the soundest conclusions of
his own mind. This being the case he did not
think it right that when a gentleman stood up
and expressed what he believed he should be
taken to task in the manner in which col-
league had been that night. He believed that
the difficulties now surrounding the Educa-
tion of this country had been largely ag-
gravated by the resort to principles which
were, either not sound in themselves, or
being sound in the abstract, were unsound
ia the mauner of their application. His posi-
tion was that compulsory enactments in re-
gard to education were unjustifiable as in-
fringing on higher rights. But if compulsion
be resorted to for raising funds for educational

support from the prosperity of the people,
such funds should be expended agreeably to
their feelings and principles. He had listened
to the hon. Attorney General, and to the hon.
leader of the government in reference to the
measure now before Ihe house, and was much
startled by many assertions that were made.
A latitude of expression on the part of either
of these gentlemen would not surprise him,
but he must confess to no ordinary degree of
astonishment when these gentlemen under-
took to tell the house that the measure which
they had placed on the statute book last year
was acceptable to the people, and had proved
generally successful. He had never heard a
statement made on the floors of the house,
which, to his mind, exhibited a greater disre-
gard for public opinion or a greater ignor-
ance of it. There was a time when they were
told that the people of Nova Scotia were too
apathetic in regard to their public affairs, and
that we had no such thing as public opinion,
but he had no hesitation in saying, that if ever
such a time existed, it had gone by. The peo-
ple of this country had always exhibited, in
connection with their public affairs, an intelli-

gence and soundness of opinion which was cre-
ditable alike to their judgment and patriotism.
In respect to this measure, he thought it could
not be denied that public opinion had pro-
nounced unmistakably against it. Yet despite
the admonitions of the popular voice we
saw the government in the vital matter
of education, prepared to carry out their
own tyrannical and crude designs. As -they
could not deny the existence of public opi-
nion, they recklessly disregard it. How did
these gentlemen attempt to show that this mea
sure had proved acceptable? The leader of the
government, the other evening, in support of
his position undertook to tell the house that
inasmuch there were only a few petitions on
the table, it was an indication of the feeling
of the people towards the measure. That hon.
member could have had very little regard for
the common sense of the house when he made
a remark of that kind. Did he mean to say
that because the table was not loaded with
petitions, therefore the measure was accept-
able to the people? Were not they (the mem-
bers of the house) so many living petitions
of the feelings of their constituents?
He could have had the name of almost
every man in his own county in opposition to
the act of last session, but his answer had been
to his constituents that he kuew their senti-
ments and would better represent them than
mere petitions. He believed the same
was the case with regard to other counties.
Therefore it was that there were not on the
table the same number of petitions that other-
wise could have been procured. He had been
astonished also to hear the Attorney General
allude in unmeasured terms to the old act con-
cerning education. That educational act which
had been repealed with all its imperfections
was infinitely better than the one which re-
placed it. It did more to foster the cause of
education than the one now on the statute
book—which, instead of being called an act
“ for the benefit,” should be entitled one for the
confusion,

of all the educational interests of the
couutry. Notwithstanding the assertion of the
superintendent of education, that there were
now a larger number of children at school than
under the old law—a statement which was not
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Supported by evidence—he bad his own experi-
ence to tell him—an experience similar to that
of gentlemen all around these benches— that
the measure, instead of benefitting, had shut
up two-thirds of the common schools of the
country. Were we, then, to be told that
this measure had proved successful? It was
an insult to our common-sense and intelligence
to say so. That it had proved unsuccessful
arose from the fact that it was founded upon
principles, as he had already said, that were
either wrong in themselves or in the manner
of their application. He held that the old aet
of Education—properly improved—was in
many respects more suited to the wants of our
people than any you were likely to put in its

lace — than any law that might be framed
y mere theorists and enthusiasts. They had

in connection with this subject a gentleman for

whom personally he entertained the highest
respect, but who was but little acquainted with
the wants and circumstances of the country

—

who had been trained in an institution where
theory was more regarded than practice. You
had an act inspired by that gentleman, and
was it to be expected it would meet the re-
quirements of the country. Last winter he
opposed the present law, in principle and de-
tail, because he believed it would produce just
such results as had occurred. Then he told the
house “ that he was entirely opposed to the
principle of compulsory assessment and he
could not look upon the clause they were now
discussing without feeling that it had ode ob-
ject in view, which was altogether repugnant
to his feelings. He was sure such a law would
create strife, turmoil, and discord amongt the
people of this province, and therefore he

t
ave it his most strenuous opposition.” He
id not take credit to himself for being a pro-

phet, or the son of a prophet, but the results he
had anticipated had been produced.
But if we are to have compulsory assessment

for the support of Common Schools he believ-
ed that the only principle upon which such a
measure should rest was that involved in the
clauses introduced by his hon colleague. This
principle was perhaps too high and too sacred
to be introduced into this Legislature, or dis-

cussed in an atmosphere of prejudices. They
were called upon to interfere with one of the
most unalienable rights of the parent— to
enunciate the doctrine that to the State be-
longed a right which under a higher law should
be the parent’s alone. The parent had certain
rights superior to the State—rights never yield-
ed up in the social compact, & the education of
his child was one of these rights.

We were told by the advocates of State
Schools tli t by excluding all religious instruc-
tion from the school the peculiar views of
none are interfered with. He did not think it

was possible to separate education and religion
so intimately were they connected. • But if it

were possible, was it safe or judicious ?
What was the true system of Educa
tion? Take a child — he is composed of
flesh, of bone, of muscles, and of moral and
intellectual faculties. You have the' three
elements — physical, moral, and intellec-
tual, and any system which did not develope
the whole of these was radically bad. Give a
child a physical education alone, and you
made a brute of him. Cultivate his intellec-
tal faculties alone, and he might be devoid of
all moral principle. Then what was necessary ?

Why that he should have, in combination
with these, moral training, and he boldly as-
serted there could be no moral train-
ing without religion— you could not devel-
ope one element alone except at the expense
of another. If you wished to educate
the child as he ought to be, each faculty
should be developed simultaneously. And
this you could only do under such a system as
the clauses of his colleague would provide.
These were no crude notions—but well estab-
lished principles—he felt their force consci-
entiously, and would be unfaithful to his trust
if he did not plainly express them to the
house. Their popularity was a matter of in-
difference to him.
He was much surprised at the treatment

that had been accorded to the clauses intro-
duced by hislion. colleague

;
they were nothing

new, but, as every one must know, the princi-
ple they embodied, was actually recognized in
the higher institutions of this" country. The
Legislature had, from time to time, by the sup-
port which it had given to these institutions,
unequivocally committed itself to the princi-
ple of denominational education. It would
not do for gentlemen to take advantage of any
assertion, that if the system were not as it is

now, they would gladly depart from it. We
knew that each denomination looked after the
welfare of its particular institution with a
peculiar care, and strained every nerve in
order to support it, and here you had a fair
indication of what might be expected in res-
pect to common-school education if you placed
it also under denominational control. He did
not see how those difficulties that gentleman
appeared to anticipate would arise if such a
system were efficiently carried out in this
country. Compel a man to do a thing, and he
would not do it—and the more you affected his
conscientious scruples the more futile would
be your efforts when you attempted to coerce
him.
In this connection he would quote some re-

marks from a report of the late Superintend-
ent ofEducation, which would doubtless startle
the house not a little. In his report of 1864,
that gentleman said :

—

“The grand obstruction to the introduction of a
national system of education in England is th« religi-

ous element, in consequence of the great difference
subsisting between the forms of worship in the Esta-
blishment and the various dissenting bodies.

r

rtie
most distinguished statesmen and ecclesiastics on
both sides of politics have often constitu ed legislative
enactments on the hope of amalgamating all denomi-
nations in the cause of education, but have been as
often foiled and defeated. The longer I consider the
whole of this intricate matter, and the more minutely
I inspect the situation and circumstances of all coun-
tries in reference to it, I am the more completely
brought to the conclusion, that the only way ofarriving
at a practical solution of the difficulty is that which I
promulgated years before, my connexion with the
educational interests of this country, and which is

now substantially acted upon, viz : that the Legisla-
ture do not interfere with the subject at all, but
devolve the whole responsibility of the religious ele-
ment upon the local trustees acting in the name and
on behalf of the parents of the district. This scheme
recognizes the triple alliance of the parent, church
and state in a national system of education. The
state makes provision for the requisite quantity; and
the parent, operated upon by the church, sees that
the education given is of the right sort. Though this
may not be the optionism of the question it is in our
view the only practicable method of solving the diffi-

culty: and as far as we could observe, when in
Europe, is the ultimatum to which the opinions of
the most enlightened educationists are tending.”
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Here you had authority which to some gentle-
men would he perfectly irresistible—particu-
larly in the opinion of the hon. leader of the
opposition. He need hardly say that he him-
self quite endorsed the opinions laid down by
Dr. Forrester. When this report Was present-
ed there was no outburst against the opinions
it enunciated; and under the circumstances he
did not see why he or his colleague should not
express their sentiments as freely as any
subordinate officer. It might be said that they
were endeavoring to excite religious discord

—

he deprecated nothing more, and would do
much to avoid it; but they were attempting no
such thing, He, however, did not wish invi-
dious distinctions. The house saw last year
the Baptist body—as a religious body—coming
up and making certain claims, but did he, or
any one else, attempt to challenge them with
trying to stir up religious strife? Nothing of
the kind. When any denomination came for-

ward with any just claim he hoped they would
receive every consideration. He felt unwilling
to draw the conclusion that there was only one
denomination in this country that could not
express its own peculiar views without having
reflections and taunts of this character thrown
upon them. He had met with something of
that kind, last session, but he did not allow it

to interfere with his free expression of senti-
ment. If he stood alone in the advocacy of the
principles he held, he would as unflinchingly
support them as he did now. But he did feel

as this delicate subject had been brought here
by a gentleman holding different religious
views from himself—and in the interest of an-
other denomination — he could speak more
plainly upon it. The house had been
referred to the law in existence in Canada,
and his colleague had read some of
its clauses. What was good for Canada ought
to be equally good for Nova Scotia. It was
only the majority who resisted the claims of a
minority. Those who resisted strenuously se-
parate schools in Upper Canada where they
had the majority, contend for such schools in
Lower Canada where they were in the minori-
ty

;
and the justice of the majority there accord-

ed to them that privilege. In Upper Canada the
principle had been opposed for a while but it

had been granted at last. It was a mistake to
suppose that the denomination to which he be-
longed alone sought these schools—he believed
the denomination of which his honourable
colleague was a member was just as desirous
to obtain them. Take either the county of An-
tigonishe or Richmond. He would protect the
minorities in these places as he wouldflesire to
protect other minorities elsewhere. Protes-
tants where in the minority were even more
clamorous for separate schools than the body
to which he belonged. Instead of blaming he
justified and would always support their
claims, for his views were founded on the just
principle—to do to others as he would have
others to do him.
There was another authority bearing on this

subject to which he wished to allude. Last au-
tumn there was a very important delegation to
Canada, and he was happy to see before him
gentlemen who were members of it. In that
celebrated document, known as the constitu-
tion for the union of the British American
Provinces, a document signed by these gentle-
men—you saw a specific proposition for separ-
ate schools in Upper and Lower Canada! If

then these gentlemen thought it was sound to
put their hands to a document guaranteeing
the rights of a minority, in case of an Interco-
lonial Union, why, in the name of justice,
should they refuse to make a similar conces-
sion to the people of this province ! After this
celebrated document was framed, Mr. Galt
addressed a public meeting in connection with
it, and made one of the most elaborate speeches
that were delivered in Canada on the subject.
That gentleman, it should be known, was a
Protestant, and represented the claims of the
minority in Lower Canada just as he (Mr. M.)
was representing those of a different minority
in Nova Scotia. Under the caption of “ School
Laws.” Mr. Galt said :

—

“ He would now endeavor to speak somewhat fully
as to one of the most important questions, perhaps
the most important that could be confided to the
Legislature—the question of education. This was a
question in which, in Lower Canada, they must all
feel the greatest interest, and in respect of which
more apprehension might be supposed to exist in the
minds at any rate of the Protestant population, than
in regard to any thing else connected with the whole
scheme of federation. It must be clear that a measure
would not be favorably entertained by the minority
of Lower Canada, which would place the education
of their children, and the provision for their schools,
wholly in the hands of a majority of a different faith.
It was clear, in confiding the general subject of edu-
cation to the local legislatures, it was absolutely ne-
cessary it should be accompanied with such restric-
tions as would prevent injustice in any respect from
being done to tne minority. [(Hear, hear.) Now this
applied to Lower Canada, but it also applied, with
equal force, to Upper Canada and the other provinces;
for in Lower Canada there was a Protestant minority,
and in the other provinces a Roman Catholic minor-
ity. The same privileges belonged to the one of right
here, as belonged to the other of right elsewhere.
There could be no greater injustice to a population
than to compel them to have their children educated
in a manner coni » ary to their own religious belief.”

Sucb were the opinions entertained by that
distinguished Canadian statesman, and it was
through his, and Mr. McGee’s exertions, doubt-
less, the clause referred to had been inserted
in the Quebec scheme. In conclusion, he
would only observe that if any government
attempted to force even a good scheme
of education upon any one, the ef-

fort would be a failure; but when they
attempted this in disregard of the feelings of
the people, they were trampling upon one of
the most sacred rights guaranteed by the Con-
stitution. They might pass the law now be-
fore the house, but it might not be long before
they would find that having sowed the wind,
they would reap the whirlwind.
The House adjourned at half-past 11.

Thursday, 30th March, 1865.

House met at 3 o’clock.
Mr. McKay presented a petition from the

county of^ictou in relation to the union of the
Colonies. lie showed that petitioners wished
for time in order that the subject might be
thoroughly discussed

;
and he was glad to find

that the government did not intend to take any
immediate action upon the subject.
Mr. Caldwell presented a petition from

North Sydney praying for a division of that
part of the county.
Mr. Bourinot said that if a bill was intro-

duced he should feel it his duty to oppose it.

Mr. Caldwell said that the petition was
numerously signed by influential persons, and,
of course, it was his duty to present it.
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Mr. Donkin presented a petition from James
Emery and others of Amherst, in reference to

the Union of the Colonies
;

also one from
Charles Porter and others against the school
bill.

Mr. Ross presented two petitions from Bad-
deck on the subject of Confederation.
Mr. Hamilton introduced a bill to incor-

porate the Oak Point Pier Company. He said

that the object of the bill was simply to give
the company power to manage the whart.
On motion of hon. Mr. Shannon, the house

went into committee on bills, and passed the
following:

—

To incorporate the Cape Breton Coal Mining
Company.
Mr. Bourinot objected to the name, as he

was afraid it would lead to confusion—there
being so many Cape Breton Coal Mining Com-
panies. He would suggest that it be called the
Inverness Coal Mining Co., which would be
much more suitable, as the works were situ-

ate in that county.
Hon. Mr. Shannon said that the parties

were very anxious to retain the name, as it

was established in connection with another
company of the same name in Massachusetts
Mr. Miller agreed with Mr. Bourinot, that

the name ought to be changed.
After a few further remarks, Mr. Bourinot

moved that it be called the Cape Breton Coal
Mining Company in Inverness, which motion
was lost, 19 to 10.
' Several clauses passed. Mr. MacDonnell
thought the powers conferred were larger than
in other bills of a similar nature, and he would
move that the words “ not contrary to existing
laws” be inserted.
Hon. Mr. Shannon explained that there

was a saving clause to that effect, and that the
bill was precisely similar to others that had
been passed.
After some further discussion Mr. Shannon

ag eed to the amendment, and the Bill
passed.
The Committee adjourned.
Mr. Bourinot referred go a petition he had

presented a few days before from Cow Bay on
the subject of licenses for the sale of intoxica-
ting liquors.
Mr. Longley was proceeding to make some

remarks upon the subject, but the hon. Prov.
Sec. objected to any discussion that would in-
terfere with the order of the day, upon which
Mr. Longley said that rather than do that he
would postpone his remarks.
Mr. George Brown from the committee on

land damages reported.
Mr. 'Locke asked the government to lay

upon the table a detailed statement of the
cost of survey of the railway from Truro to
Pictou showing the amount paid to the seve-
ral engineers, cost of labor and other expences
connected therewith and any information in
their possession other than the report of Mr.
Flemming respecting the length and proba-
ble cost of said road.

SCHOOL BILL.
Hon. Prov. Sec. then moved the second

reading of the Education bill and in doing
so, suggested to the house the propriety of al-
lowing the bill to go to committee for the pur-
pose of expediting public business at that late
period of the session. Even those opposed to
the principle of assessment would see that it

was perfectly consistent for them to agree to

22

that course, for when the bill was in commit-
tee they could move any clause embodying
their views.
Mr. Archibald said that every gentleman

was disposed to perfect the present law on the
statute book, and to refuse to go into committee
would be to perpetuate that law which was
felt so objectionable. Every gentleman could
suggest these amendments which he was de-
sirous of having made in committee.
Mr. Locke asked if the bill was allowed to

go into committee at once without any divi-
sion, would not every gentleman be committed
to the principle of the bill.

Hon. Pro Sec. said that he would be simply
committed to the principle that it was desira-
ble to amend the existing law.
Mr. Locke said that a gentleman who might

not now oppose assessment might be supposed
committed to that principle.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that the present bill

might be rejected, and yet the principle of as-
sessment was firmly established by the law
now on the statute book.
Mr. Locke said that he had no objection to

allow the bill to go into committee, if it was
understood that no gentleman was committed
to assessment.
Mr. Archibald said that the principle of

assessment was already the law of the land.
Any gentleman could allow the bill to go into
committee and then move against the clause
arranging assessment.
Mr. Miller said that he could not under-

stand the position of hon. gentlemen; some-
thing had come over them since the last time
the bill was before the house. He was oppos-
ed to the principle of assessment on any terms
they could give it to him. He did not see how
he could support the second reading of the bill

without committing himself to the principle.
Under these circumstances he felt it was his
duty to press a division on the question.
Mr. Blanchard said there were a good

many portions of this bill to which he person-
ally felt opposed, but there were also others
which he would be sorry to move against.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that he had no desire

to put any gentleman on either side in a false po-
sition. It would be distinctly understood that
no gentleman, in allowing the 'bill to go into
the committee, would be pledged to the princi-
ples thereon contained. What he desired was
to take that course which would be most con-
ducive to the advancement of the public busi-
ness.
Mr. LeYesconte said that the hon. leader

of the government and the member for Col-
chester had misrepresented the words which
he addressed to the House then moving the
clause in reference to Separate Schools,—that
he had stated that the teacher, either Catholic
or Protestant, ought “ to pervert” the children.
He had not used such language—no one could
say that any clergyman and teacher who
wished to inculcate what he considered were
the true principles of faith was perverting.
He considered that now was the time to test
the opinion of the House on the principle of
the bell. He would not vote for it, as he had
stated on the previous evening, unless the go-
vernment allowed the clauses he had intro-
duced to be incorporated into its provisions.
Mr. Miller moved a resolution to this ef-

fect
—“Resolved that the principle of assess-

ment for the support of common schools as
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contained in the hill before the house was
antagonistic to the circumstances, and opposed
to the wishes of the people of the country.”
Mr. Blanchard said that he could not vote

for this resolution at this, stage for the ques-
tion had not yet been discussed.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that he already expli-

citly stated that no one would be compromised
in respect to his opinion by allowing the bill

to go into committee at that stage of the pro-
ceedings.
Mr. Locke could not vote tor this resolution,

as he believed it was not the proper time to

introduce it. Such a resolution could be taken
upon the third reading.
Mr. Ross said that in allowing the bill to go

into committee he wished it to be understood
that he was totally opposed to the principle of
assessment.
Mr. LeVesconte expressed himself oppos-

ed to assessment, f
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that he con-

sidered that the resolution moved by the hon.
member for Richmond put the matter in the
light in which it ought to be regarded at the
present time. He then went on to state that
the feeling of the country was entirely op-
posed to assessment, and under these circum-
stances he felt bound to support the motion of
the hon. gentleman. That resolution raised the
substantial issue that was to be tried out in
the house, in the face of the country. He made
no inference to the clauses introduced on the
previous evening by the other hon. member
for Richmond (Mr. LeVescoute); that question
had not been put before the house in a formal
shape, and when it was, he would be prepared
to express his opinions. In the meantime, it

was tor him to express what he believed was
the feeling of his constituents and of the coun-
try generally on the subject of assessment.
Mr. Archibald read the following resolu-

tion (which he did not move however) as ex-
pressing the views of gentlemen in allowing
the bill to go into committee:

Whereas, the bill before the house aims at amend-
ing the law relative to education, without introducing
any new principle, (the principle of assessment being
now the foundation of the educational law); and,
whereas, it is competent to any member to move in
committee any clause which will amend the law
either as regards assessment or any other way, and
so enable the house to give practical effect to its

opinions,

—

Resolved, therefore, That this house deems that the
present moment is not a convenient opportunity of
passing on the question contained in the resolution,
and will proceed to the consideration of the bill in
committee.

Mr. McLelan said that we had now a law
on the statute book embodying the principle of
assessment, and that law he was anxious to
amend. Under these circumstances he was
anxious to go into committee.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that it was quite con-

sistent for gentlenden opposed to assessment
to allow the present bill to go into committee.
The principle of assessment was already on
the statute book, and the object now was to
frame such a law as would be generally
acceptable.
Dr. Brown was of opinion the right course

would be to let the bill go to committee. Tie
did not know what course he might take in
regard to the amendment before the house.
He would feel quite free to vote either for or
against assessment, according as he might be

influenced by the debate, as the bill passed
through committee. The great principle and
pith of the bill was taxation for common
schools, and ought not to be so summarily dis-
posed of. He would therefore vote for going
into committee.
After some further conversation on the same

points, the house divided, on Mr. Miller’s reso-
lution, which was lost by 12 to 37.

For—Messrs. G. Brown, Miller, LeVesconte,
Smyth, McDonnell, Bourinot, S. Campbell,
Robertson, Caldwell, Robicheau, Balcom, Ray,
Against—Messrs. Locke, Pryor, Bill, Lawrence.
Colin Campbell, Donkin, Hill, Longley, Jas*
Fraser, McFarlane, E. L. Brown, Killani, Hef-
fernan, Jno. Campjbell, Allison, Hatfield, Mc-
Kay, D. Fraser, Whitman, Kaulback, Tobin,
Parker, Hamilton, Jost, McLelan, Pro. Sec.,
Annand, Ross, King, Cowie, McKinnon, More,
Blackwood, C. J. Campbell, Shannon, Archi-
bald, Fin. Sec., Atty. Gen.
The original motion then passed and the

house went into committee.
Mr. Blanchard said that the bill now

under consideration was in reality one to alter
the existing law of this country. It would not
be denied that the present law had proved a
failure, and it was now proposed to substitute
another, which would remove many of the ob-
jections that existed against the former. He
wished that the Government had gone further
and struck out more than they had, and thus
rendered the bill more generally acceptable.

—

It had been said that * the Council of Public
Instruction should possess the confidence and
represent the whole people of this country and
therefore the government was the most suit-

able body to exercise those functions. The
hon. Attorney General had said that if an indi-
pendent board was formed, a man in Cape
Breton, who had a grievence, would hardly
know whom to address in reference to it. He
did not wish that slander to pass without a re-
futation. His constituents knew just as well
to whom they should address a letter on any
subject of a public nature as those in Antigo-
nishe. Whom would they address on the sub-
ject of agriculture? Would it not be the Se-
cretary to that board? It had been said that
the Council of Public Instruction represented
all portions of this country—had the confidence
ot the whole province; and in this connection
he would beg to call attention to a few facts
which he had hastily gathered last night, while
the Attorney General was addressing the
house. Take the counties of Colchester, Hants
KingSj Annapolis, Digby, Yarmouth, Shel-
burne, and Queens, and you found eight ad-
joining counties, lying west, which were not
represented in the Council of Public Instruc-
tion. Go now to the east, and you saw that
all Cape Breton was unrepresented. Guysbo-
ro’ also had no representation

;
and thus five

adjoining counties east had no member in the
Government. Therefore there were thirteen
counties that stood in that position. As the
Council was constituted, it had three members
from Halifax, two from Cumberland, two from
Antigonishe, one from Lunenburg, and one
from Pictou. There were eighteen counties in
the Province, and only five of them Avere con-
sidered to have the ability and intelligence re-
quisite for a Council of Public Instruction and
a Government. Was it not possible to get an
independent council that would certainly
possess the confidence of the whole country
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more largely than one composed of members
drown from two or three counties in the centre
of the province? These gentlemen .might
have the confidence of the representatives in
the house, but that they fairly represented the
feelings of the whole people, or fairly repre-
sented the various sections or great interests
of the province, he denied. Suppose any man
in Gape Breton had a grievance, he would not
have in the council a single representative to

whom he could apply. And so it was with re-

spect to the other counties to which he had re-

ferred as being unrepresented. No one he
thought, on mature deliberation, could fail to

come to the conclusion that a Council of Pub-
lic Instruction so constituted would not obtain
the confidence of the people to that extent
which was indispensable to the successful
working of this law.
The lion. Attorney General complained that

the measure had not been kept free from party
politics. That was the very complaint that
the leader of the opposition made in opening
this question. That hon. gentleman complain-
ed, very justly, that it was the action of the
Government itself, in adhering to what he be-
lieved was obnoxious to a large portion of the
people of this country, that gave a political

complexion to this measure. If they had not
formed a political Council of Public Instruc-
tion, the hon. Atty. General might have made
rlie complaint he had with much better grace.
The Opposition had now, as always, dealt with
this question entirely irrespective of party
feelings and prejudices. Was there anything
like vexatious opposition offered to the bill last
session? Did they not, on the contrary, do
their best to perfect the clauses of the measure
and yield many of their own convictions at the
request of the Government? On the other
hand, had pot the Government obstinately re-

fused to yield to the washes of the Opposition
on a clause which they considered then, as
now, injurious to the success of any popular
measure of education, and which wa s confes-
sed by gentlemen opposite not to be a vital
principle of the bill.

He regretted that the Atty. General should
have taken advantage of an incidental obser-
vation of the leader of the opposition, to branch
off into the vexed question of retrenchment.

—

He had no wish, individually, to bring up a
subject altogether irrelevant to the question
under discussion; but after what had been
said, he could not help expressing surprise that
any one should be found at this time of day
declaring that retrenchment was not one of the
issues that returned the party now in power.

—

Had not the people all over the face of this
country read the principles laid down in the
speech of the Provincial Secretary, as reported
in his own organ? Did not that speech contain
retrenchment without any such limitation as
gentlemen would now have the house and the
country believe was intended?
The Atty. General declared that if an inde-

pendent board was formed, such as the opposi-
tion wished, religious prejudices would start
up and prevent its success. He could not see
how the difficulties would be greater than those
that now existed. Any person who was at all

acquainted with the politics of this country
was aware that gentlemen forming the govern-
ment were sometimes obliged tb yield their
their convictions. As the Council of Public In-
struction was at present constituted, it could

not be expected that they could afford to do
right, and at the same time give offence to a
large body of Christians, or even to some lead-
ing man in the community.

It had been stated that it would not do to
have his Excellency as the chairman of the
Board—that the Bepresentative of Majesty
should be kept apart from anything like party
politics. It was futile to say that to gentlemen
who knew how the Executive Council is com-
posed. Did not his Excellency now sit at the
Council Board? Did he not in that way mix
himself up with party politics to a far greater
extent than he would be called upon to do at
the Council of Public Instruction? Yet even
that slight amendment was refused by the Go-
vernment.
The government did not come down and in-

terfere with the management of Dalhousie
College—with its details—with the appoint-
ment of its Professors. Ho, they appointed
tfip Board of Governors of that institution just
as the opposition washed the concil of public
instruction to be. But, surely, said the Atty.
General, you wrould not take from the govern-
ment the power of appointing the inspectors!
Why not? Why was it necessary that the go-
vernment should appoint them? The commis-
sioners of schools, under the previous act, had
the power of appointing their own clerk, and
he had yet to learn that that patronage was
abused to any extent. It was not wise, he
contended, to place the power in the hands of
the representatives of the various counties of
controlling the appointment of inspectors.
They had already too large an amount of pa-
tronage. The Provincial Secretary, the other
evening, said that nine of the inspectors were
appointed from the opposition side of politics.

Hon. Pko. Sec.—Had stated that they were
either opposed to the government or had se-
cured the recommendation of their opponents
in the house.
Mr. Blanchaed-

A

t all events, the hon.
gentleman was wrong. The gentleman ap-
pointed in Antigonish, he undertook to say, had
never been opposed to the government. /When
three gentlemen pn the same side of politics
ran in that county at the last general election,
the present inspector voted for Messrs. McKin-
non and Hugh McDonald, and left Mr. Henry,
who was not then Attorney General, out. In
Pictou, the officer appointed had been selected
on the recommendation of only one of the
school boards, and he would venture to say
withcutphe unanimous recommendation of the
members—and everybody knew that he was
one of the most old fashioned Tories in the
country. So it would be seen that the Provin-
cial Secretary had been inaccurate in what he
had stated. The fact was, that fifteen out of
the eighteen appointments had been selected
from his own political friends. He did not say
that these men were not the best, but he be-
lieved the appointments would not have been
so one-sided if the patronage had not been
vested in the council of public instruction. The
Executive Council were liable to the suspicion
of partiality which would not attach to a se-
parate board. Some observations had been
made as to the appointment of a clergyman
as head of the Normal school. He would ask
in the name of wonder, then, why had the
council appointed five or six clergymen as in-
spectors of schools, i£ such a person should not
be superintendent? When he saw these ap-
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pointments be was 'certainly astonished. He
thonght it advisable not to appoint clergymen
as inspectors when any other person could be
selected.

Reference had been made to the memorable
story of the Prince and Bishop; but he felt that
when it was said that the Council t f Public
Instruction represented that personage, the al-

lusion was not apropos. They might have a
Prince to do all the fighting, but he thought it

very doubtful if they were in any respect a
Bishop to do the praying. The Attorney Gen.
had said the less religion? the better. He as-
sumed that it was upon this principle the Ex-
ecutive Council was considered the most suit-

able body to preside over the interests of edu-
cation. They at all events were not chargeable
with the crime of being “ righteous overmuch.”
If it was advisable that the government should
form the council of public instruction, -why ap-
point a separate board for agriculture, or to
administer the affairs of any department ? The
Provincial Secretary had declared that he was
in favor of allowing militia affairs to remain as
they were, although there" was an amount of
irresponsibility in connection therewith that he
did not altogether approve of. If it was not
advisable to give militia affairs anything like
a party complexion, why should a political as-
pect be given to education, in which as well as
in militia the people of this country are equal-
ly interested? Was it not felt that the people
-would not as willingly turn out to militia ser-
vice, irrespective of religion or politics, if the
department was managed as the education of
the country is? He regretted that some gen-
tlemen should have been placed in a false po
sition a little while ago. He Lad not voted for
the resolution of the hon. member for Rich-
mond, because he for one was not prepared to
give ary opinion on the subject of assessment
until it had been fully discussed. His opinion
had been last year strougly in its favor, and he
had stated that if the principle of assessment
had been introduced boldly, he would have
liked the bib better. The principle was kept
in the background

; it was not brought forward
as it should have been; it was surreptitiously
introduced

;
the people were left in the dark.

—

We and the country were then told—Don’t be
alarmed; this is only the present law; allowing
each section to assess or not, as the people may-
think proper. He then warned the house that
tl was not so, but his warning was disregard-
ed. Ths Provincial Secretary, however, knew
that it was the thin edge of the wedge; that it

only required a little improvement, and the
whole principle of assessment would be re-

vealed. He feared that the effect of the bill of
last year had been most prejudicial to that
X>rinciple;that it had done more to destroy it

than all the arguments of its opponents. It
had soured the minds of the people on the sub-
ject. Two years ago a majority of the people
of Inverness, he believed, were favorable to
assessment; but he feared he could not say the
same now. The division which took place
half an hour previously, he thought, showed
pretty conclusively that the conviction of his
two colleagues was that Inverness was antago-
nistic to the principle of assessment; though
he much doubted if in their hearts they did
not believe it was the only true and sound
basis for the support of education.

evening SESSION.,

The house resumed at half-past 7 o’clock.
A call of the house was had.
On motion of the hon. Prov. Sec., the house

went into committee on bills, and took up the

SCHOOL BILL.

Mr. Ross addressed the House as follows:

—

As he did not intend to oppose the bill then be-
fore the house clause by clause, it would save
time by his stating at once his principal objec-
tion to it. He had allowed the bill to go to
committee, believing that certain amendments
would be made. It was expected by the people
from all parts of the Province that some mate-
rial changes would fie made in the act of last
session

;
indeed the very existence of the Go-

vernment to a large extent depended on their
giving the people an improved Act for the sup-
port and regulation of our educational system.
Everyone who knew anything of the Council
of Public Instruction could not but be con-
vinced that they are a political body; and if

not political, then the Government must be
neutral in politics, for you cannot disconnect
the o“he from the other. During the adminis-
tration of the late Government, as far as his
recollection served him, no person had been
dismissed from the School Board in his County,
and he believed he was correct in stating that
only one gentleman was added to the School
Board; but no sooner did the present Govern-
ment get into power than they dismissed some
clergymen and other gentlemen from the
Board. Some of those clergymen were always
the friends and patrons of education, and had
been Commissioners ever since it had been a
County; while those appointed to fill their
places, were appointed not for their education
or position, but from their strong party views.
The Provincial Secretary stated that Mr.
Blanchard was consulted in the appointment
of Inspectors for Inverness. How was it that
the same courtesy was not extended to him,
acting as he did in opposition to the Govern-
ment fully as much as his friend, Mr. Blanch-
ard. He was surprised to find it stated in the
Report of the present Superintendent, that a
difficulty existed in getting proper Inspectors,
owing to the small remuneration offered. He
would like to know to whom this situation was
offered and refused. He could safely say, not
to any other in Victoria than the person now
holding that situation. It was too well known
that it was his political proclivities, and not his
position or education, that placed the present
incumbent in the position he now occupied as
Inspector. When the school districts were to
be laid off, a man was gazetted to do that duty
who was not, and would not be, employed by
the Government for a single day in the county
in which he resided. There were two Survey-
ors in the County,—the one possessing the con-
fidence of the Crown Land Department and
the majority of the people of his native Coun-
ty, and the other well fitted and qualified to do
the duty the School Act required of him; but
to show the political tendency of everything in
connection with the Act, it -would never do to
appoint either of the Surveyors residing in the
County. So much for the Act now in opera-
tion. He would now offer a few words on the
one now in committee. He would not have
risen at all were it not that he wished to
define his position and explain his conduct
to the people of his own county. Whatever
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might be his own views on the soundness of the
principle of assessment for the support of edu-
cation, and on this point his mind might be in
advance of many in this house, that prin-
ciple, in fact any thing like an increase
of taxation for any purpose would be so oppo-
sed to his constituents, that he could not sup-
port that clause of the act, He did not believe
that the tax will be even to a large extent col-

lected : the people will oppose it
;
and it will

only lead to .trouble and confusion. In his
county it was impossible now to collect the
poll tax, and how could the larger tax be col-

lected?
If the tariff was raised from 10 to 12i per cent,

the revenue would be quite sufficient to esta-
blish free schools all over the Province, and
the schoolmasters would be fairly and justly
paid, and the people would willingly pay an
indirect tax, while they would resist direct as-
sessment. He would now give an extract from
a speech delivered by the Provincial Secretary
last session, while introducing the act now the
law of the land :

—

“ But, after a careful examination of the
whole subject, looking at it with a sincere de-
sire to come to such conclusions as would best
advance the wide diffusion of education among
he people, I have come to the belief that in the
present eondition of this county, it would not
be either wise or politic to carry immediately
into effect a system ofcompulsory assessment.”
Such were the views then espoused and en-

tertained by the Provincial Secretary last
year, and he was happy to say that he was on-
ly a year behind him in his views. Perhaps if

he had taken a trip to Canada, and seen the
splendor of that great country,his views would
also be considerably changed in the course of
one year. Knowing as the house did, and as
he himself felt, his inability to make a public
speech, he would state again that he only spoke
to explain to his constituents his opposition to
compulsory assessment, knowing too well how
distasteful such a law would be to the majority
of the people of his county.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that as he

pi esumed this debate could not last forever, he
would avail himself of the present opportuni-
ty of making a few observations upon the very
important subject that was before the commit-
tee. And in doing so he could not help ex-
pressing his regret that the resolution moved
by the hon. member for Bichmond before the
bill went into committee had not received that
consideration he thought it was entitled to.

Conceiving, as he did, that the principle involv-
ed in that resolution touched the main and vi-
tal point of the bill, he was of opinion that the
house should have passed a deliberate opinion
upon that feature of it before the bill was sent
to committee. The house, however, had ac-
cepted that course, and the bill being now in
committee no gentlemen could be debarred
from expressing his views on all the details of
the measure, and those of course included the
particular one to which the resolution referred.
The clause that was then under consideration
touched the main feature of the organization
of the school system—and was the starting
point in fact, from which all other details arose.
He alluded to the constitution of the council of
public instruction. It would be in the recol-
lection of the house that last session he had
given his strenuous opposition to that part of
the bill, and he still entertained a strong opi-

nion against the introduction of that feature in
the present measure. They had been told by
the hon. Pro. Sec. that in adopting the system,
they were only following the high example set
them by the parent State, and the Provincial
Secretary argued that because several mem-
bers of the cabinet in England constitute a
council of education he was justified in basing
the council of public instruction in this coun-
try on the membership of the executive go-
vernment. How, if the cabinet of England
and the executive government of this country
were at all identical, either as regards their
origin or their position and tendencies, then
there might be some argument drawn from the
illustration. But much as the hon. Provincial
Secretary was in the habit of taking lofty
flights, he did not think he was justified in in-
stituting a comparison between the two bodies.
Every one knew the high character of the il-

lustrious individuals who compose the cabinet
of England. It was true that their power ema-
nated from the voice of the people as express-
ed through their representatives, but they were
animated by very different feelings toward the
country at large from those which actuated, the
executive government of Nova Scotia. If he
could believe for one moment—if his imagina-
tion could reach such a point—as to induce
him to think that at all times, and on all occa-
sions, the executive council of this province
would be influenced by the same high princi-
ple that governed the^actions of the members of
the cabinet of England, then he weuld not feel
called upon to give that opposition to the fea-
ture of the bill he was obliged to do. But
every one knew that just in proportion as the
difference existed between large countries
and small ones, just in the same ratio would be
found a reduction in those high minded princi-
ples which should govern the rulers of any
country, be it large or small. He could not
accept then the illustration drawn from Eng-
land as any argument in support of the pro-
priety of the mode in which the council of pub-
lic instruction was constructed in this country.
And while upon this point he would refer to
some facts that had come under his own obser-
vation to sfyow the objectional character of
this feature of the bill. The hon. Pro. Sec.
had stated that the inspectors of schools in the
various counties had been appointed without
reference to their political opinions—and he
referred to the county he (Mr. Campbell) had
the honor to represent. He would say
that as far as the original appointment
of the Inspector was concerned, it was made
upon the recommendation of the members for
the County. But a second Inspector was ap-
pointed upon the recommendation of the Com-
missioners of Schools, without any reference
to the members at all, and this brought him to
consider the mode in which these Commission-
ers were appointed. When the Prov. See.
claimed credit for appointing the Inspectors
without reference to party influences, he would
tell him that he would stand in a better posi-
tion if he had pursued the same course in the
appointment of the School Boards. He (Mr.
C.) did not pretend to know what had occurred
in other counties, but in Guysborough two
Boards of Commissioners had been appointed
without the slightest reference to the represen-
tatives of the County. Hot only so—and he
gave the fact to justify the remark that it

would be improper to entrust the power con-
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template! by the Bill in the Executive—in one
district a gentleman who held the same po-
litical opinions as himself was thrust out of
the Board of Commissioners, and another per-
son, a supporter of the Hon. Prov. Sec., was
substituted in his place. He was now referring
to the Board of the district of St. Mary’s,
where the Government had thus displaced a
gentleman who had the respect of the people,
and put another individual in his place, of
whom he would say nothing more than that he
was a political supporter and partizan of the
hon. Prov. Secretary. This was the only reason
why the change was made. Was he not justi-
fied then, in asserting that it was not proper
that the Executive Government should possess
the power of a Council of Public Instruction?
The hon. Provincial Secretary had, as he (Mr.
C.) had remarked, referred to the cabinet of
England as the illustrious example from which
he derived this principle of the present bill.

—

But did he pretend to say that the gentlemen
who occupied the lofty position of advisers of
Her Majesty’s Council so far forgot themselves
as to descend to the undignified practice of
canvassing their own party among the repre-
sentatives of the people in Parliament,
and that upon the subject of education, before
they submitted a measure that was to have for
its object the exigencies of the whole country,
without respect to party; and yet it was well
known that the members of the executive go-
vernment of this province, who should have had
the bill prepared to be submitted at an early
stage of the session, had been engaged, almost
daily, during the first part ofthe session in close
consultation wi(h their supporters in the house,
touching the provisions of it, that would com-
mand a majority. He would ask if there was
nothing political in that course, — whether
that alone did not stamp the Council of Public
Instruction with a political aspect? If, on
such a question, which they sometimes say
should be kept above party, they wished to
have the benefit of the advice of the people’s
representatives, why did they not consult gen-
tlemen on both sides of politics, instead of
those only who reflected their own political
views? But he had been told by the hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary that the Executive Govern-
ment possessed the confidence of the people.
That hon. gentleman had no doubt said a great
many amusing things during the time they
had been together, but he (Mr. C.) thought that
this was decidedly the best joke which the
Provincial Secretary had perforated this ses-
sion. He need not ask gentlemen on his side
of the house whether that bold statement was
true or false. He thought even if he went into
the ranks of the hon. gentleman’s own sup-
porters, he would find some—in fact, several

—

who would not endorse the assertion. The
Provincial Secretary had said that the Execu-
tive possessed the confidence of the people be-
cause they could command a majority in the
house, and because when they appealed to the
country they had been returned by an over-
whelming majority. But he must remind that
hon. gentleman that since then the people had
spoken to the contrary in terms plain and un-
mistakable. He (Mr. C.) alluded to the elec-
tion for the County of Annapolis, and he would
ask what was the state of political feeling there
now, as compared with the period when the
hon. Prov. Secy, gained the majority of which
he boasted. At that time, the gentleman who

led the government during the last session was
returned by a majority of over two hundred.—
Where was that maiority now? It had been
entirely reversed, and the gentleman who had
succeeded the late leader of the Government
had been returned by a majority of between
two and three hundred. And this, be it re-
membered, too, not in one ofthe so-called igno-
rant constituencies of the Province, but in one
that had always been held up by gentlemen
opposite aS possessing intelligence and educa-
tion in the highest degree. In view of that
verdict of disapproval, he (Mr. C.) did not think
that the hon. Prov. Secy, was justified in the
assertion that the Executive Government were
the proper persons to be entrusted with the du-
ties of the Council of Public Instruction, be-
cause they were in the possession of the con-
fidence of the people of this country.

But, he (Mr. C.) would ask, if a Council of
Public Instruction was to be formed, irrespect-
ive of political considerations, whether the gen-
tlemen who compose the present Executive
would be the men selected as peculiarly fitted

to discharge the important functions
of that office? The hon. Provincial Secretary
might imagine that he possessed all

the qualifications necessary for the proper
discharge of the duties he had alluded to—and
perhaps he did—but he would ask that hon.
gentleman himself—he would ask gentlemen
on both sides of the house—to take them in the
aggregate and say whether the men who form-
ed the government of the day were the men
he or they would select as best fitted by edu-
cation and habits, apart from their political

duties, to compose the council of public instruc-
tion. In making this remark he had no wish
to say anything unnecessarily offensive to any
of those honorable gentlemen, but he believed
that if the question was left to those gentle-
men themselves they would agree with him in

the assertion he had made. Why then, he
would ask the hon. Pro. Sec., did the govern-
ment still persist in retaining in the bill a fea-
ture so obnoxious as this, and which might
well be excluded without endangering any vi-

tal principle of the measure. The hon. Atty.
Gen. on a previous evening had said that the
duties of the council of public instruction were
light—that they in point of fact amounted to
nothing, and there would be no great harm in
entrusting them to the executive government.
He the lAtty. Gen.) could hardly have remem-
bered tne provisions of the bill, for if he referred
to it he would find the duties and powers of
the council were very numerous and exten-
sive, and, in fact, occupied a space extending
over sixteen clauses of the bill.

The hon. Atty. General, too, in “the course of

the long speech he delivered oa the previous

night, had made some other startling assertions,

to which he was sorry he could not have re-

plied on the spur of the moment, but which he
would now shortly refer to. Before doing so,

however, he would allude for a moment to the

main feature of the bill—the assessment princi-

ple. At the last session of the house, he (Mr.

C )
after considerable objection had, under

protest as it were, given his consent in a very
qualified manner to this feature of the bill, but
from what had transpired during the last twelve
months, there was nothing inconsistent in his

now coming forward and stating, as the result
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of the experience of that period, that the prin-

ciple of assessment, as applied by this bill, is

not adapted to the wishes and feelings of the

people and the condition of the country. The
Attorney General claimed that this bill had been

a great success—that it had reduced chaos to

order, and was a great improvement upon the law

previously in existence. He (Mr. .0.) could

only say that if to put an almost entire stop to

education in the rural districts, and to deprive

the people of the means of educating their

children, was an evidence of success, then the

hon. gentleman was quite right But he (Mr.

C.) thought the petitions upon the table of the

house were a sufficient refutation of the state-

ment upon which the Attorney General had
ventured

;
and his own knowledge of the ope-

ration of the law in the county he represented,

as well as information from other counties, would
warrant the assertion that the bill had been a

grievous failure instead of a success. Before

the passage of the law there were something
like fifty schools in operation in his county,

now there were not a quarter of that number
Hon Pao. Sec —That isowing to peculiar

circumstances.
Mr. S. Campbell—-The peculiar circum-

stances were these—that the hon. Pro. Secretary
had initiated a system of assessment which was
not acceptable to the people ot the country, and
which they would not submit to. He thought
that the government should have taken warn-
ing by the pa3t, and have adopted some means
to remove the objectionable, features of last

year’s bill. When he (Mr. C.) found that the

effect of that principle of the bill had been in

some counties to red ce the number of schools

to at least one half—how could he, in the face

of such a fact, consent to its re-enactment and
perpetuation. But he (Mr. C )

objected to this

principle of compulsory assessment, not only
because the people were opposed to it as odious
in itself, and also because it caused an undue in-

terference in many minds, but because it formed
no very small part of the taxation that, was about
to be imposed upon the country The Confede-
ration scheme, of itself, would necessarily in

duce a larger amount of taxation upon them;
and before very long, as he understood, as one
of the results of that great militia convention,
recently held in this city, the people would be
taxed, directly taxed—if not in money, in mon-
ies worth—for the support of an enlarged militia

system. Hon. gentlemen from the country
knew—at all events their constituents did -

what their local taxation now amounted to.

Add to that the taxation this bill involved, and
to that again the amount growing out of the
matters to which he had referred, and he would
ask hon gentlemen, if they were prepared to

ask the people o' this country to submit to the
enormous aggregate taxation that would then
be inflicted? He (Mr. C

)
for one was not pre-

pared to allow his constituents to be subjected
to such a burden without protesting against it

with every energy and faculty at his command
What sort of a return would such an imposi
tion be, to make to those who had reposed such
unbounded confidence in them, and whose in-

terests they were sent there to protect 1 Surely
it was no fit return to load them with enormous
taxation. He (Mr. C )

did not feel justified in

treating his constituents in such a manner, and
although he might, perhaps, by his action that

night, forfeit the confidence and regard of indi-

viduals whom he highly esteemed, he felt that

his first duty was to respect the feelings, and
reflect the opinions of the great masses of the

people who had declared against this measure.
There was one remark of the hon Atty. Genl.,

which, he thought, came with bad grac ? from
one who occupied the position he did. He (the

Atty. Genl
)
"said that he paid little regard

to petitions circulated and signed, as those had
been, which were now on the table of the house,

against the school bill of last year. Did he not
feel that, in making that assertion, he was
striking a death blow at one of the dearest con-
stitutional privileges the people possessed—the

right of petition'? He (Mr. C ) recollected the

time when it was convenient for that hon. gen-
tleman to hold very different language Some
four or five years ago he dilated in loud, if not

eloquent terms, upon the right of the people, to

bring their grievances before the house by peti-

tion, and inveighed against those by whom such
petitions were said to be disregarded. He
thought it would have comported better with
that hon gentleman’s present position if he had
used the same language upon the present occa-
sion, and that when he considered that there

was hardly a county in the Province from
which these petitions had not come, and from
none more largely than the one the hon gen
tieman was said to represent, he should have
been very much more guarded in the language
he had ventured to use in respect of these peti-

tions, and of those from whom they emanated.

Hon Atty. Gevl. said that they were not
entitled to the same consideration as if they had
been got up spontaneously by the people theni-

selves.

Mr. Campbell—Did the hon. gentleman
mean to libel the intelligence of the country by
asserting that the people did not know what
they were signing

;
< r did he mean they were

the dupes of a conspiracy, that the whole thing

was a fraud and a forgery. He would leave

the hon. gentleman to reconcile the tendency of

his assertions. By his attempts at explanation

he (the Atty. Gc-neral) had placed himself on
the horns of a dilemma, and there he (Mr. C )

would leave him. There were several morceaus

in the speech of the hon. Atty. General to which
he (Mr. C.) would have referred if he had had
the benefit of more daylight to read his notes.

But he would be obliged, for this reason, to pass

many of them over He (Mr. C.) did not feel

it necessary to refer to the removal of the Rev.
Dr. Forrester, which had been fully commented
upon by the hon leader of the opposition, any
further than to say, (and he did so without
intending the slightest disrespect to the present
superintendent,) that what ver might be said

of the party proclivities of the late incumbent,
was equally applicable to the gentleman who
succeeded him.
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Hon. Pro. Sec. hoped that he did not mean
to assert that the Rev Mr. Forrester had been
removed for political reasons.

Mr. Campbell— Then, if not so, why was
he removed

;
for what gentleman in the country

was there to whom the cause of education was
under greater obligations than the late superin-
tendent of education. If he was not dismissed
upon political grounds, he should like the hon
Prov. Secretary to inform him what were the
reasons % But he need not ask the hon. Prov.
Secretary for reasons, for it was well known
that in his eyes no grounds at all were neces»
sary. All over the country would be found
people of the opposition, and worth, dismissed
by scores, and not the slightest intimation given
of their proposed dismissal until they saw the
deed recorded as consummated in the public
prints.

He would not detain the house at any greater
length. He had made these remarks in a crude
and hurried manner He felt it his duty to

stand in opposition to the constitution of the
Council of Public Instruction, and also to the
principle of assessment which was the main fea-

ture of the bill. He would now leave the suo
ject for Jhe present, not however pledging him-
self not to take another opportunity of address-
ing the house in enforcing his views. He did
think that the government, in inserting in this

bill a principle so obnoxious to the people as

that of assessment was declared by the voice of
thousand* to be, were not discharging their
bounden du<y

;
and although in recording his

vote against the bill as founded upon it, he
might be placing himself in antagonism to indi-

vidual friends, he might give them cause, he
hoped but a transient cause, for displeasure,

yet he felt that he was not there to reflect indi-

vidual opinions, but to see that j ustice was done
to the wishes of the great mass of the people.

He should therefore, on these grounds, record
his vote against the bill, and although in doing
so he had no doubt that he would be charged
with inconsistency and factious opposition, he
was quite content to leave that matter to his

constituency at large to judge of, and to con-
demn or acquit him as they deemed right. He
might be mistaken, but he confidently believed

that in assuming the attitude he did towards
this bill, he was representing the feelings and
wishes of his constituents, and if the day ever
came which should find him failing, from pri-

vate considerations, to give expression to the
sentiments which a sense of public duty inspired,

he trusted that that day would no longer find

him a member of that house, charged with res-

ponsibil ties which must not be evaded.
Mr. Tob tn could not see the force of the ar-

guments use i by the member for Guysborough
If the people of this country were going to be
taxed for a foreign war, or for something that

was not for the interest of the whole people, he
could understand the application of his remarks.
But in a question of this kind, intended to bene-
fit all classes, he was at a loss to understand the
opposition of the hon. member.
Mr Josx said that the gentlemen in opposi-

tion, who were opponents of this measure, had

a gre 't advantage over the friends of the govern-
ment, inasmuch as they accomplished two ob-
jects. They not only attacked t e bill, but the
government at the same time. He had voted
t at the bill be se t to committee with the un-
derstanding that any gentleman could make any
motion either as regards principle or detail. He
had no objection to the clause under considera-
tion, for whatever might be said as to the exe-
cuti e government possessing the confidence of
the people no one could doubt the advantage of
having present in the house some respo sible

parties to answer questions, and to give infor-

mation on the subjeet of the e ducation of tha
country. He was opposed to the system of as-

sessment, not so much because it was wrong in

principle as because it was impracticable to car-

ry it ou f
. There were some laws, and he thought

this was one, which it was impossible to carry
out unless the sympathies of the people were in

their favor The hon. Atty. Genl asked that

this bill should receive a fair consideration—that

was all he wanted to do. Last session they
passed a bill upon the subject o^ eduoa ion and
this session they amended it, that, in his opi-
nion, ought to have been sufficient to give it a
fair trial, before passing any further law. He
thought that in time the people would come into

the law if it was not forced upon them
; and

having amended the existing law, which was all

that was promised in the answer to the Govern
or’s speech, he was of opinion that they had
gone far enough for the present, and that t ey
should give the law now on the statute book
two or three years trial.

This question of compulsory taxation had
been before the country for years. It was stated

that the leader of the late government said that
“ he deeply regretted that he had not placed
that law upon the statute book, before he left

political life.” The liberal party always pro-

fessed to be in its favor, but yet during their

long lease of power, they never attempted to

put it in force, because they knew there was a
strong feeling in the country against it, and
they were not so foolish as to risk their popula-
rity by passing it. When the present govern-
ment came into power, they applied themselves
to this question, and a bill was introduced by
the hon Prov. Secy, who expressed himself in

favor of compulsory assessment, but at the
same time said that he did not think the country
was ripe for it The bill of last year encouraged
the adoption of the principle of assessment, but
left the question open to the people to decide.

During the passage of the bill through the
house, however, that clause was unfortunately
altered, and a clause was inserted, giving the
trustees power to assess the people where the

subscriptions failed, and against the vote of the
majority. That caused the whole mischief

;

the people became indignant—refused to appoint
trustees in many cases, and preferred to have
no schools at all. This bill, to be successful,

must receive the co-operation of all parties.

How did the gendemen on the opposition side

treat this bill ? Instead of helping it along, and
endeavouring to give it a fair trial, they took
every opportunity of making political capital
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out of it. At the time of the Annapolis election

it was made use of for political purposes. He
would read an extract from the opposition organ

of the 7 th Jany. last, in support of what he had

said. Thehon gentleman here read as follows :

We ought not to speak too confidently on the sub-

ject, nor be too hopeful as to the results of this elec-

tion; but from our inmost heart, we wish that the
Liberals of Annapolis, by one mighty effort well dir-

ected, may now emancipate themselves from the
thraldom which an incapable and incompetent Ad-
ministration has attempted to fasten upon this Pro-
vince and its inhabitants—and we believe they will.

In the piide of their power, in spite of warning, in

spite of remonstrance, they determined to rivet upon
the [necks of Nova Scotians their new fangled, con-
founded School Bill, and they would neither listfn

to reason, remonstrance, nor suggestion. And now
they expect the people of Annapolis to ratify the po-
licy, so that when the session opens, they may turn to

Rand’s Educational Notice No. 3, and the Annapolis
Election, and in. them find the justification for re-

enacting the objectionable feature of the measure, and
fixing it perpetually upon the people of this Pro-
vince.
We have not heard how nomination day came off,

but if Annapolis does not pitch the School Bill and
the inventors of it, where they ought to be, where
good people don’t go, then they deserve to be ruled
as they have been, henceforth and forever.

The hon gemleman concluded by again ex-

pressing his opinion that if the present law was
allowed to remain upon the statute book, the

people would gradually come into it, but he
feared that if they attempted to press the system
of compulsory taxation, it would be found im-
practicable.

Mr. LeVesconte said that he had been not

a little astonished at the attitude assumed by
some gentlemen in reference to the resolution

moved by his hon colleague He could attri

bute the vote just given to the idea that they
were desirous of keeping the law on the statute

book with the hope that it would be so unpopu-
lar as to break down the government eventual-
ly. For the last five or six months complaints
had been general all over the country in conse

<1 ence of the objectionable principle of the bill.

The people did not find fault with the complex-
ion of the Council ot Public Inst uction, but
with the assessment principle—that men had to

pay for the education of other people’s children,

He had received a letter from an intelligent

man in his own county, stating that the assess-

ment which was placed upon a district last year,

when the greater part of the inhabitants were
absent, had been forcibly resisted Similar
scenes would, in all probability, occur all over
the province.

Hon. Pro. Sec. said that it was not his in-
tention to follow tl\e hon. and learned member
for Guysborough into the discussion of local

defences for the country, nor as to whether the
government possessed the confidence ot the
people. These were not the questions before
the house, and he had no doubt that a suitabl i

opportunity would offer subsequently for any
observations he might wish to make on these
topics which had nothing to do with the measure
now before the house. Nor did he propose
to discuss with the hon. gentleman the right of

the people to exercise the expression of their

opinions by petitions addressed to the house

;

that was a subject on which they were all agreed.

23

He did not intend to go into the general ques-
tion of dismissals—it might be brought up by
the hon gentleman at a more proper time than
when they had before them a bill “ for the bet-

ter encouragement of Education.” He had
listened with no little curiosity to the remarks
of the hon. gentleman for the reasons he had
for changing his opinion, but it was ail in vain.

That hon member, following the example of

the leader of the opposition and other gentle-

men in the house had thought fit to bring up
again the treatment of the late Superintendent
ol Education. Rev Dr. Forrester, by the present
government. He had stated when the subject
was alluded to by the leader of the opposition,,

that the same thing would have occurred if the
Council of Public Instruction had been an inde-

pendent body of men, and thought he had ex-

plained very frankly the position of the
government in relation to the gentleman in

question They had not dismissed that gentleman
at all from the position of Superintendent.
Thathis connection with the office, had ceased,

arose through the action of the L gislature last

winter, and the only charge that could be
brought against the government was that they
had not reappointed him A former go-
vernment had thought proper to place him
in the responsible position of principal of tha

Normal School. When in accordance with
his own suggestion, the house passed a bill

separating the superintendence of education from
the head of that institution, and authorizing the
government to make these appointments, his

connection with both offices ceased. When-
therefore, they reinstated him in the important
position of head of the Normal School with all

the salaries and emoluments that he enjoyed
whilst holding these office-—instead of being
chargeable with having sacrificed him, they had
treated him with the greatest courtesy and con-
sideration. He had no hesitation in saying that

although Dr. Forrester was an able and energe-
tic superintendent—a perfect enthusiast, in facts

on the great question of education—it was well
known that his administration of that depart-
ment was exceedingly unpopular in many sec-

tions of the country, and it would have been
difficult for any government to have obtained
the concurrence of a majority in the legislature

to a law for the support of schools of the country
that continued him in the position he formerly
occupied. Those, however, who attacked the
present measure threw odium upon the efforts

of his past life since the time he was appointed
superintendent and principal of the Normal
school. Was there any person who did not
know that it had been the business of that gen-
tleman for very many years to force upon the
legislature and government of this country the
great principle of free schools and assessment
as the basis of their support. And more than
that, he would make a statement that would
perhaps astonish gentlemen— he could produce
at any time the evidence to show that the pro-
position in the act wich had been characterized
as an attempt on the part of the government to

strengthen their political influence—namely,
that_the government should be t-e Council of
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Public Instruction,—had been suggested by Dr.
Forrester himself. It was true that he proposed
that the Lieutenant Governor and the Superin-
tendent of Education should be associated with
the Executive, but that, did not in the slightest

degree touch the question, whether the govern-
ment should be the parties to exercise the func-

tions of Council of Public Instruction. As to

what Dr. Forrester’s party proclivities might
be, that had nothing whatever to do with the

question. All he could say was, that there was
no position that might be used more to the de-

triment of a government by a gentleman who
wished to carry out any political objects and
feelings than the superintendence of an institu-

tion from which teachers are sent to educate
the youth of the country.

The hon. member for Guvsboro had stated

that the members of the Executive Council
would not have been the men who would have
been selected to form the Council if an inde-

pendent one were established by law That
hon gentleman had no authority for such a
statement. Ought he be reminded that three

members of the Executibe possessed the confi-

dence of the late govern i ent in an eminent de-

gree, for when they wished to appoint a Board
of Governors for an Institution, that they hoped
to raise into a Provincial University they selec ed
the three gentlemen in question

He had no intention of going into auy discus-

sion of the delicate duties connected with cau-
cusing. He presumed from the indignation

displayed by the hon. gentleman on that point

that he never had anything to do with a consul-

tation of his party on political topics But be
must have read the newspapers, and learned

that, from time to time, the statesmen of Eng-
land invited the gentlemen whose political opi-

nions they shared to meet for consultation rela-

tive to the most important measures and duties

that they were called upon to discharge. That
principle was not confined to a government
party alone, but even in this country as well as

in England, occasionally, gentlemen in opposi-

tion felt it necessary to consult together in

reference to public questions.

A year ago the hon gentleman was in favor of
assessment, but now he feit it necessary to reetde

from that position, iie (Dr. T.) must say that

so far from the measure of last session having

been condemned by the people, he thought it had
met with as large a mea;ure of success as could

be expected under existing circumstances. He
was"glad to hear the hon member for Lunenburg
(Mr Jost) express his regret to part with it, for

he did not think it had as yet a fair trial. He
was prepared to go with the hon. gentleman to the

extent that so far from the bill having been con-

demned—so far fr m there being any evidence to

show that it was not a good and wise one, he be-

lieved, were it to remain on the Statute Book, in

a very short time no large body of men of intel-

ligence would be willing to exchange it for the

old law. He had already referred to the manner
in which Dr. Forrester advocated from time to

time the important principle of assessment
;
but

he would ask hon. gentlemen if the leader of the

late government (Mr. Howe) had not in the

house plainly expressed the opinions that
r

he en-

tertained on the very subject. That gentleman
had said :

—
The hon. member referred to education. Mr.

Speaker among the few things, which, now that
my retirement from the Government approach-
es, I deeply deplore, is the fact that I have been
unable to carry out my own views respecting
the education of this country. Twice, sir, in the
course of my political life, have I asked the
Legislature to assume a bold attitude on the
subject,—to exhibit high emulative enterprise
to take the responsibility of imposing on the
people the burden of educating their children
through the medium of free schools, so that
there should not grow up within our borders a
siugle boy or girl unable to read the book oflife,

or carry on the ordinary transactions of busi-
ness. Twice, sir, have I exerted the full powers
of my intellect—the full force of my influence
to bring this Legislature up to that elevated
platform; to induce its members with genuine
magnanimity to risk probable temporary un-
popularity—and twice have I failed.

The hon. member knows well that, feeling
the difficulties surrounding and encumbering
the question of education, I proposed to him-
self and to the hon. and learned member for
Annapolis last winter, that a law should be
passed raising by assessment for education an
amount equal to one third of the present school
grant. Had that proposition been adopted it

would have placed us a long way in advance
of our present position; it would have been a
step in the right path towards universal edu-
cation,—but, sir, those two hon. genilemen,
after taking ample time to consider, decided
that they couid not give the proposition their
support; and therefore, sir, with a heart heavy
from disappointment, heavy with a knowledge
that the education ofour people was bei ng sa-
crificed to party, I was obliged to fall back on
the old system.

Who was there that heard such language as

that - saw such a picture of our educational con-

dition, who did not teel that it was incumbent
upon him to rise superior to popu'ar prejudices

a r-d sustain those who first att mpted to deal with

the great subject of common school education.

His hon. friend from Lunenburg had -aid that a

large portion of the opposition party in this coun-

try were so unpatriotic as to throw their influence

into the scale, and instead of attempting to allay,

excited popular prejudice against those who wish-

ed to give the peopie free schools. He felt bound
to dissent to some extent from that statement.

Perha; s there might be an individual here and
there who forgot his duty to his country, but he

would be recreant to his convictions of what was
just to a great body of the Liberal party of this

country it he did not frank y confess that they

ignored the feelings and influences of party, and
came forward in hundreds of instances through-

out the Province to assist those who were

endeavoring to carry out this law as an im-

provement upon the old, and as a means of

elevating the country by educating the children

from one end to the other. He now saw before

him an hon. gentleman, who, when in the house,

had been an unflinching opponent of the party

with which he (Dr. T.) was associated, but he

was proud to know that that gentlemaD, instead
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of carrying these views into the common school

education of this country, in the intelligent sec-

tion where he resided, called upon the people to

bury their political feelings and take ho’d of a law
which he believed was calculated to subserve

higher interests than those of party— the inte-

rests of the peop’e at large.
* Objection had been taken to the principle of as-

sessment, because it taxed the property of one
man to teach the children of another In every

civilized country it was the recognized duty of all

classes of the people to feed the hungry—to allay

the sufferings of those around the® when they

had the means of doing so. Did not the law force

upon us the principle that the property of those

who were rich had to contribute to the alleviation

of those who wore poor ? Did not the responsi-

bility fall tenfold upon every man in reference to

feeding the mind ? Unless we gave that f cd to

the mind, would not men be lost to society, and
their ability to benefit their country paralyzed —
He felt that the obligation rested upon every man
of property to provide for the common-school
education of the country in which he lived—or, in

the words of Mr. Howe,—to give to every child

in the country the privilege of reading the Word
of God.

He could not sit down without meeting the

charge that the bill of last session had failed —
that the attempt to introduce assessment had been
unsuccessful—that it had been condemned unmis-
takably. He was prepared to show by the sta-

tistics that were a ready at hand, that the posi-

tion he took was right. We had seen the fore-

most advocates of assessment -those who had
time and again avowed themselves to be such--
returned year after year to discharge the public
business in the Legislature; and here you had
one evidence of the truth of what he asserted.

And more than that, we had' statistics placed
on the table, which must be eminently satisfac-

tory to the friends of free schools and of assess-

ment, for they proved that the measure had been
more successful than the most sanguine man in

the country had a right to expect. We hsd now
the returns of the number of children at school
from 1 1 Counties, and what did they show ? The
melancholy picture drawn by the member for

Guysbpro'—that only half of the children were
enjoying the blessings of education? No; but
that, despite the d'fficulties which naturally arose
in the inception of a bill new to the people, we
had the evidence that in 8 cut of 11 Counties
there were more ehilidren at school to day than
were under the old law. Even in the County of

Richmond, to which allusion had been made, the

same satisfactory state of things existed. Al-
most every school in the County was organised
under the law. If such results had been attained

in six months, what might we not expect at the
end of a year. He believed that under the bill

which was now before the other branch of the
Legislature, the Common School system of this

couotry wiil be placed in a condition which will

be a matter of’ congratulation to every patriot.

He had already said that there could be no ques-
tion as to the right of the people to petition, but
he had looked in vain for one from the County of
Guysboroh The hon. member said he was a pe-

titioner
;
but, in all probab'lity, before a year was

out, the petitioner would find he had misrepre-

sented the views of his constituents. Nor was it

unl'dcely that before the bill had been in opera-

tion for two years, the hon. gentleman, when be
came theie again—for, somehow or other, through
ail the vicissitudes and fluctuations of public

opinion, he a1ways floated tp the surface—would
be able to tell them that he had again changed
his opinions. In the county of Victoria, he
found that there were no less than 62 schools or-

ganised, with a larger number of children at

school than were under the old law.

He might here observe that Dr Forrester had
cliffired from the Government as to the sectional

mode of assessment; but they had now come to

the conclusion that the principle he had urged
upon them was sounder—that was, the County
assessment. They were persuaded that it would
bear more equally upon all classes of ths people,

and be more generally acceptable. Whilst he
held the^principle that the property of the coun-
try should contribute to the education of the

country, he acknowledged the necessity of making
that levy as equable as possible. He treated with
every respect the petitions that were on the table

;

but, as everyone knew they represented only a
small portion of the people. He found too,

that he had done great injustice to Anti-
gen is he* for on a close examination of the

petitions that came from that county, he saw
that, so far from being against the law, or
asking for its repeal and return to the old law,

they appeared to be entirely satisfied with its ge-

neral operations, and only required that it shou’d
be amended. And what was true in reference to

Antigoaishe, was equally so in the case of the
other counties from which petitions had come —
He believed that when the Government had pro-
vided f om the public funds the munificent sum
of over $101030 for the common and superior
s bools of the country and made the assessment
fall more equably upon the people—as was the
case with the present bill—they d d that which
would meet the objections throughout the country
to the present law.

Mr. Ross asked on what authority the hon,
gentleman stated that there were 62 schools ib
operation in Victoria.

Hon. Pro. Sec. referred the hon. gentleman to

the letter laid on the table that day from the Su-
perintendent of Education

Mr. McLelan said that there was one thing in
which he agreed with the.Provincial Secretary,

—

that the present law should not be continued on
the Statute Book

;
and when he voted to have the

bill now before the house sent to committee he
did so b-cause he hoped to have a measure ma-
tured that would be more acceptable to the peo-
ple. The hon. member for Lunenbuig appeared
to suppose that the opposition felt a doub'e plea-

sure—that in attacking the bill they, at the same
time, attacked the government. lie, (Mr. McL.,)
however, was quite sure that it was no pleasure

to him to attack the government through this bill,

because he viewed the present question as one so
important that no party considerations should be
allowed to enter into it. The hon. member for

Richmond had stated that the clause now under
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consideration was the only one he approved of,

because he believed that the present executive

council enjoyed the confidence of the country.

He would not himself enter into the question

whether the government enjoyed the confidence

of the country
;
but he would remind gentlemen

that there was a possibil ty of a party obtaining

possession of the administration of the country,

and at the same time not enjoying the confidence

of the people. Four years ago the Provincial

Secretary, himself, asserted that there was a party

in power that did not possess the confidence of

the country. Taking the hon. gentleman at his

own assertion, he must believe it was quite pos-

sible for a government to come into power that

did not enjoy public confidence. Eut the hon.

member said that it was not so much the compo-
sition of the council of public instruction that the

people complained of as the assessment principle.

The Pr&vincial Secretary complained the other

day that the leader of the opposition, in making
an attack upon this clause of the bill, had not ad-

duced any instance of injustice. The council, it

should be remembered, had not been in existence

any length of time— they only exercised their

functions from October down to the present time.

The hon. member said the assessment principle

was so obnoxious that it had raised a riot in his

county. This principle which had created so

much excitement put, for the time, out of sight

any d'ssatisfaction that the people have with the

position of the Council. A smaller grievance

might be entirely forgotten in the contemplation
of a greater. The Provincial Secretary would
tell the house that an individual might have two
diseases, and the stronger might be that which
would claim the first attention of the physician.

But remove the greater disease, and still theie

would remain the other, which, if left uncared

for, would eventually destroy the patient. So,

even if you removed the more unpopular princi-

ple, or rendered that more acceptable to the

people, the political disease that laid at the foun-

dation of the bill would still remain and prove its

destruction.

The Provincial Secretary had said that we were
throwing discredit upon Dr. Forrester when we
attacked the principle of assessment. That reve-

rend gentleman did labor for years to indoctrinate

the people of this country on the question, and to

place education on a sounder and better basis,

and he had so far convinced the people on the

subject that petitions came to the house asking
for an assessment law

;
but it was the hon. Pro-

vincial Secretary himself who had cast discredit

upon the labors of Dr. Forrester and the principle

he advocated. It was the operation of the ill-con-

ceived bill that the Provincial Secret try had suc-

ceeded in fastening upon the people that had crea-

ted the dissatisfaction that existed. He knew of

one district in which there are eighty-two house-
holders, and where $420 had to be raised for

school purposes One individual who was so poor
'that his children had been enjoying the bent fits of
‘schooling without charge was called upon under
thii* bill to pay $20, though his entire income was
only £40 a 3 ear, while in the same district there

were twenty men who had an income of £200 a
year each, and yet they did not pay more than $2
towards the support of the school.

Hon Prov Sec.—That must be the fault of

the assessment.

Mr. McLelan.—It arose fom the mode of im-
posing this principle of assessment, a mode tend-

ing to throw discredit upon the principle.—
But Dr. Forrester, be believed, did not go the

entire length of raiding the whole amount neces-

sary to sustain schools by assessment. Whilst
he endeavored to indoctrinate the people in as-

sessment, he believed it was unwise to go too far

at once. Therefore he was in favor of one-third

for the support of schools being raised by assess-

ment But the hon. member said that Dr.
Forrester suggested th&t the Government be the

Council of Public Instruction It would t e seen,

however, that he thought, at the same time, that

the Lieutenant Governor and the Superintendent
of Education should be members of the Board,

—

thinking that that addition would take away a

good deal of its political aspect and ensure that

justice would be done to the country But per-

haps the doctor, being a clergyman, and not un-
derstanding the influences that operated at times

upon politicians, might not be ab !e to judge of

the injury that was likely to result from having
such persons to manage the tchoo's of the

country. And he might have made that

suggestion at a time when the principle of

dismissals from office was not so fufy estab-

lished as under the present administration
— at a time when men holding office were
considered servants of the country and not of the

administration. The hon- member had referred

to the council of public instruction in England,

but if that principle of dismissals from office and
of officers being subservient to the party in pow-
er, was as strong there as hen 1

,
he did not believe

the people would permit their government to ex-

ercise any important position in connection with
the administration of education in tint country.

The hon. member claimed that the position which
these gentlemen occupied were analagous to mak-
ing the executive here the council of instruction.

The leader of the opposition had shown that the

analogy does »ot exist. Ia 1839 a proposal was
made for the appointment of a committee for the

executive council, that it was thought would con-

trol the entire education of the country, and ho
would refer to the opinions of members of the

Commons expressed on that occasion. Sir Ro-
bert Peel said

:

“I object to this committee of Privy Council,

which is to superintend all matters affecting the

education of the people, b ing exc’usive !y com-
posed of members of the Executive Govei nment.
It is not a committee of the Privy Council, as my
noble friend has called it, - it is a committee of

the Executive Government of the country,—and
that Executive Government had other duties to

perform and other interests to consult. That
Executive Government may feel it to be its boun-

den duty to make great concession' for the pur-

pose ot retaining their offices. The Board is con-

stituted exclu'ively of members of the Govern-
ment; and how do I know that, in order to rescue

themselves from th e danger of di-missal by this

house, they may not, for the sake of so important

a public object, make great oncessims on the

subject of education ? They may consider educa-
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fcion a subordinate object to that of keeping them-
selves in office, and keeping out opponents.

“ The very essence of our duties was jealousy

of the Executive, and we have a full right to con-

sider to what abuses the present proposition may
lead. * * * I do not know whether
the very same members of the Executive Govern-
ment who form the Executive Board may not also

form a committee to whose efforts may be entrus-

ted the security of a liberal majority, in case of a
dissolution of Parliament. Supposing, then, it

should be suggested by one of the members of

this committee, that a concession mude by the

Government on the subject of education to a par-

ticular part of the country, would be attended v. ith

advantageous results in case of an election
;

is it

wise to expose yourselves to that temptation? —
And would it not be wise to have some person

entrusted with the superintendence of education,

whose continuance in office wou'd not depend on
a narrow majority of t ;e house V 1

(The hoa. gentleman also read from the speech-

es of Lord Derby, strongly disapproving the pro-

position. And continued) -

If these noble lords htd reason to fear that, in

the hands of their executive government the cause
of education would be made to serve political and
party purposes, how much mors cause have we,

where the men are so much more likely to yield

to the stronger influences leading them to make
education serve their own interests?

The hon. Provincial Secretary had read to the

house some rema:ks of the leader of the late go-
vernment upon the question—how much that

gentleman deeply regretted that he was not able

to place on the statute book a law that would give

to every man’s child an education. When we
sow the results that hid occurred from the law of
last year, every man must regret that that able

and comprehensive mind was not present t > aid

in giving us a law that would be acceptable to

the people of this couutry. The hon. memb r

told them that he did not propose to go the entire

length of the pre-ent bid, but that one-third would
be raised from the treasury. II .d such a bill been
brought in, be believed the people would have ac-

cepted it, and it would have promoted the inter-

ests of education to a large extent Eut the hon.
Provincial Secretary told i s that Mr. Howe had
invited his assistance in c rrying such a measure,
but that he declined to aid. With him party pur-
poses could not for a moment be put aside even
for so high an obj ct as the endeavor to promote
the cause of education. Perhaps he desired to

reset ve for himself alone 1 he credit of amending
the educational act. The house would recollect

the airs assumed by the Provincial Secretary when
his bill finally passed and towards the close of the
session when speaking of the doings of the go-
vernment, he sp ead his plumage and boasted ex-
cessively of his school bill. “ I have placed,”
said he, ‘ on the statute book a law to which I
can point with pride.” That law had been in

operation about two months, and the results

should be sufficient to take the pride pretty well
out of that hon. gentleman, but still he continued
the same lofty tone declaring the bill a great suc-
cess, whi st the hon. At orney General came for-

ward asking this house to pass his little bill”

—praying the house to legalize all the illegal and
irregular proceedings growing out of the Provin-
cial Secretary's measure, i.eferenee had been
made in this debate to the person who combined
both the charicter of a Prince and a Bishop. As
a Prince he 'fras condemned for his fighting, but
as a Bishop, clauned to be s ived by his prayers.

Here the two characters were in different persons.

The Pr vincial Secretary, as prince, fought
through his school bill, whilst the Attorney Gene-
ral followed as Binhop, praying the house to legal-

ize everything that may grow out of them. When
the time came, as it -soon would, when the prince
was condemned for his fighting, the bishop would
not be saved by his praying.

Mr. Aechiaald said that in looking at the di-

vision that had previously taken place on the

question of assessment, he found that oneThalf of

the entire number that had voted against that

principle were supporters of the hon Provincial

Secretary. Thus it would be seen that the dis-

satisfaction against the bill was not confined to

members of the opposidon alone. Mr. Archibald
repelled the charge that the opposidon had en-

deavored to make political capital out of the bill,

although s,there was provocation enough on its

face to unite party action against it. He again
took issue with the Provincial secretary as to the

composition of the council of publi; instruction,

and said that if it had been formed on the same
principle as in England, it would not have been
so obnoxious. He also stated that there was
som3 650 teachers scattered over the face of the

country, a large numb it* of whom would not

have been able to act in that cap city if it had
not been for the energetic labors of Dr. Eorres er

in connection with the Normal School.

The most sanguine advocate of a training school

mver supposed that there would be more than 20
or 30 attending

;
yet day after day the number

had gone on increasing until it had arrived at

three or four times as many persons that it was
thought would annually attend. Yet the house
was told that Dr. Forrester had been unsuccessful
in the administration of the education of he coun-
try. He told the hon. member for Halifax that

the Normal School was the greatest boon that had
ever been conferred upon this country in connec-
tion with education. If it were not for the exist-

ence of that school, we wou’d not be in a position

to carry into operation the system which it was
now proposed to adopt.

Ihe house adjourned at 11 o’clock.

Fkiday, 31st March.
The House met at 2 o’clock.

Mr. Ross presented the petition of Thomas
Brown and 58 inhabitants of Bay St. Lawrence,
against the Union of the Provinces.
Hon. Fin. Sec. laid on the table petition of

A. McLean and others, on the subject of
mining claims.
Mr. Bill presented three petitions from

Cornwallis in reference to the Union of the
Colonies.
Hon. Fin. Sec. introduced a bill to defray

certain expenses of the civil government of
the Province
The house then went, into committee, and

passed the following bills:—To incorporate the
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Boston and Acadia Coal Mining Co.; To amend
the Act incorporating the People’s Bank; To
legalize assessment rolls in the County of
Shelburne; To incorporate the Commissioners
of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund of the
Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces.
In relation to the bill to amend chap. 62 R. S.

of Statute Labor,
Mr. John Campbell moved that it should

only appl y to the northern district of Queens.
On a division, the motion was lost by 16 to

20 .

The committee then rose and reported. The
house, then, on a message from His Excellency
the Lieutenant Governor, proceeded to the
Legislative Council Chamber, where he was

E
leased to assent to the revenue and other
ills.

On returning, Mr. LeVesconte reported
from the Committee on Trade and Manufac-
tures. It reported favorably on the petition of
Mr. Dustau in refeience to the establishment
of a sugar refinery in this city.

Mr. Tobin objected to the report, as estab-
lishing protection for manufactures. He con-
sidered it strange that a sugar refiner should
be allowed to import his machinery free,

whilst Mr. Moir could not obtain the same
privilege in respect to machinery for a steam
bakery.
At the suggestion of Mr. Locke, Mr. LeVes-

conte withdrew the report for the present, to
insert Shelburne as a port of call for a steamer
along the Southern coast, for which the sum of
$6,0'j0 was recommended.
Hon. Mr. Shannon introduced an act rela-

tive to the JNew Jail in the County of Halifax.

THE EDUCATION BILL..

The house then went into committee, and
took up the bill for the better encouragement
of education.
Mr. Archibald moved the following resolu-

tion relative to the Council of Public Instruc-
tion:—

“ The Governor in Council may appoint not
more than 9, and not less than 7 persons, of
wLom the Superintendent of Education shall
be one, to be the Council of Public Instruction.
Such persons shall hold their offices during
pleasure and be subject to all lawful directions
as may from time to time be issued by the
Governor in Council.”

On a division, the motion was lost by 11 to 35.

Some discussion then ensued on the clause
giving the Council of Public Instruction power
“ to divide the Proviuce, from time to time,
into not more than seven divisions for pur-
poses of school inspection.”
Mr. Killam was in favor of allowing the

Counties, as far as possible, to manage their

own affairs,—the less they were tied up the
better. He was opposed to the clause.
Mr. Kaulbaok would be very sorry to see

anything done in Lunenburg to deprive the
County of the services of the present efficient

Inspector. If the duties of the office were in-

creased as pn posed, it would be impossible for

him to perform them as efficiently as at pre-
sent.
Mr. Blanchard would rather retain the

present system and have an inspector for each
County, and let him be clerk to the Board o:
Commissioners.
Hon. Pitov. Sec. said the reason why the

number was placed at 7, was because it was

calculated that one inspector could not examine
more than 200 schools.
Mr. Blanchard: The duties of one, at all

events, should be confined to the island of
Cape Breton.
Hon. Prov. Sec.: It was contemplated to

give two.
Mr. Archibald said that they were going

to give the inspector too much to do, and to
make him a mere mechanical drudge. If the
duties were confined simply to inspection, four
would be enough. That vould give Cape
Breton one, the Eastern part of the Province
another, the Western part one, and the Central
districts one. He disapproved of the proposal
to trammel the inspector with the duties of
Clerk. It would be better, to a certain extent,
to go back to the old law, and give each Board
of Commissioners a clerk. This was the
opinion of gentlemen who had given a great
deal of attention to the subject.
Mr. Bourinot thought it was quite imprac-

ticable for seven inspectors to examine 200
schools twice a year throughout the Province.
The duty of the inspector should be to have
intercourse with the teachers and the people,
and to endeavor to infuse that good feeling in
behalf of education which was so essential to
success. From his knowledge of the Island of
Cape Breton, it was quite impossible for any
one inspector to do justice to 200 schools twice
a year. There should be at least two, and they
should not be called upon to perform the duties
of clerk. Th jre was much in this bill he did
not like—many obnoxious features he would
wish removed

;
but in dealing with this

important subject of the education of the coun-
try, he was guided by higher motives than
mere political considerations, and his object
was to assist in placing the common school
system upon a proper basis. He had not yet
spoken upon this question; but before the bill

became law, he intended to express his opinion
more fully. He was conscientiously opposed
to the construction of the Council of Public
Instruction; but he did not oppose it now, be-
cause last year he was party to the bill which
contained that principle, and in order to be
consistent, he must support the present clause
relative to the Council of Public Instruction,
although he was opposed to the bill as it stood,
and he knew it was not acceptable to the
County he represented. When a meeting was
held in Sydney, over which he presided, to
take action under this law—a large and influ-
ential meeting, attended by the clergy and a
large number of the intelligent portion of the
community—they unanimously supported the
pr neiple of this bill by voting large sums for
educational purposes. And why did they, to a
great extent, do this? Because they felt, in
common with him, that for a series of years
injustice had beeu done to Cape Breton,—that
while she ranked as the third largest County
in the Province, she was last but one as regards
the amount received for educational purposes.
The reason why he supported this bill last ses-
sion was because the principle was adopted of
dividing the school grant according to popula-
tion, and he was in hopes that Cape Breton
would at last receive her rights. He was
sorry to say, however, that the measure had
not been as successful as was anticipated, and
it certainly had not proved acceptable to the
people of Cape Breton. He must, however, do
the Government the credit of being actuated by
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pure and honorable motives, and with a sincere
desire to establish an efficient system of edu-
cation. As regards the clause under considera-
tion, he should be obliged to oppose it, as he
did not think seven inspectors sufficient to at-

tend to the wants of 2J0 schools each.
Mr. McFarlane said that the inspectors

were relieved under this law from the duty of
laying off the school sections, and thus could
give their entire attention to the more imme-
diate duties of their office. He had great
doubt, whether it would be so easy to find a
man in each county, with the peculiar talent
which was required for the office, and he
thought that the appointment of seven inspec-
tors would be much the best plan.
Mr. Jost did not approve of reducing the

number of inspectors.
Dr. Hamilton had not addressed the house

on the general features of the bill, and did not
intend to do so then. He thought that there
were many features of the bill which might be
much simplified, and he hoped that tint yet
might be done. In his opinion three inspectors
were|quite enough for the whole province, and
their duties should be confined to the inspection
of schools, and reporting to the superintendent
upon the state of education in their sections.
It would be utterly impossible for them to per-
form the duties of clerks as well. Each board
.should appoint their own clerk, to attend to

local matters
;
and then three or four persons

would be sufficient to act as assistant superin-
tendents.
Mr. Archibald read a resolution for the

appointment of four inspectois.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the government

had no very strong opinion as to the number
of Inspectors. Their object was simply to es-
talish the most effective mode of Inspection for
all the schools in the province. The reason
why seven had been suggested was because
that would give each Inspector 200 schools, and
it was supposed he could examine the whole
of these in 200 days. He thought they had
better try the larger number for this .year,
and if the system did not work it would be
changed.
Mr. Blanchard did not think an Inspector

could be found to visit 200 schools in the course
of the year. He was amused to hear the mem-
ber for Cape Breton stating that he was oblig-
ed to vote for the Council of public Instruction
in order to be consistent. Well, there was no
doubt that consistency was a jewel, but where
was his consistency last night, when he voted
against the principle of assessment? Did he
not know that every man who voted against
that voted against the whole bill.

Mr. Botjrinot said that the member for In-
verness was the last man who should talk
about consistency. On the previous day
when the resolution against the assessment
principle had come up for divison, and he
(Mr. B.) had had the manliness to vote against
the government, the member for Inverness
went behind the Speaker’s chair, because he
was afraid to vote. He thought he had satis-
factorily explained the reasons why he votecf
as he did. Last year he had voted for the as
sessment principle for the reasons which he
then gave, and which he would not again re-
peat. He had gone further and voted for the
legalizing bill in order to be consis'ent. As he
had before remarked there were many obuoxi-
ous features in the bill which he could not

agree to. In voting as he had done—it was in
no spirit of antagonism to the government,
but in accordance with the views he held upon,
the question.
Mr. Archibald said that it would be ne-

cessary for the Inspector to have his office in
some central place, where the records of the
Board of Commissioners should be kept.
Mr. Chas. J. Campbell thought that there

should be an Inspector for each county, and he
would move a resolution to that effect. He
understood that during his absence from the
house, his colleague had made an attack upon
one or two gentlemen in his (iounty; one was
the surveyor of the county—an old and res-
pectable inhabitant of the province—who had
resided over thirty years in Cape Breton, with
great advantage to that island. Since he had
been acting as Deputy Surveyor in Victoria,
he had never heard any charge of-improper
conduct against him; and he believed him to
be as honest a man as there was in the county.
He would not be doing justice to that gentle-
man if he did not defend him Lorn the imputa-
tions of his hon. colleague. He had been em-
ployed to lay off a school district, and he (Mr.
C.) believed that he was quite competent to
perform the duties of that office. He thought
his hon. colleague should have more generosity
than to attack an old man, who has had his
affliction.

Mr. Ross denied that he had said that he
was unfit foy the duty. He said that the
county the surveyor alluded to lived in, would
not employ him, but he made no charge
against him.
Hon. Brov. Sec. said that if the hon. gen-

tleman meant anything at all it was to bring a
charge of political favoritism against the coun-
cil of public instruction.

Mr. Campbell continued :—The gentleman
referred to had been deputy surveyor for
several years; bnt Mr. Hendry of the Crown
Land office, who appeared to be Governor-in-
Chief of Nova Scotia, took seme umbrage at
him, and when the late government came into
power he could get nothing to do. The next
person attacked by his hon. colleague was the
inspector of schools for Victoria, and he was
sorry that he had not been present as he could
have answered him more to the purpose. This
inspector of schools for Victoria was a person
whose private character was beyond reproach,
whose whole life had been employed in edu-
cating himself and others; and he believed he
was as competent for the office as any other
inspector. He had been assailed in the public
prints repeatedly, and now his hon. colleague
has made these insinuations.
Mr. Ross repeat them.
Mr. Campbell had been informed that he

said, it was enough to destroy the best bill

ever brought forward to appoint such a man.
Mr. Ross denied it.

Hon. Pro. Sec. understood him to say that.
Mr. Ross said what he did state was, that

the inspector had been appointed more from
his political proclivities than from his educa-
tion or his position in the country.
Mr. Campbell—It would be very difficult to

find an inspector in Victoria to meet the poli-
tics of both parties. He hoped the next time
his colleague attacked his friends he wrould do
it in his presence.
Mr. Ross denied that in the remarks he

made he attacked anybody personally. He
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complained that while the hon. Provincial
Secretary admitted that he had consulted
other members as to the appointment of in-

spectors he did not consult the members for
Victoria. He did not say that Mr. Gesner was
unfit for the duty of laying off a school district.

He was beginning to lay oft' some of these
sections in February, and some were not laid
off yet. All he had said was, that the govern-
ment would not give him employment in the
county he lived in, and he believed he was
appointed for political reasons.
Dr. Hamilton had heard nothing to alter

his opiuions, au*l he should move that four
inspectors be appointed.
Hon. Pro. Sec. objected strongly to the mo-

tions of the members for Colchester and Kings’.
The result would be that they would have five

inspectors instead of one, and no efficient in-

spection at all. While the government left it

an open question as to the number of inspec-
tors, he did hope that the house would unite
in adopting some mode by which a thorough
and effective inspection of all the schools in
the province could be secured. He hoped that
the hon. members for Kings’ and Colchester
would not, press their views, as the effect would
be, if they were carried, seriously to impair
the efficiency of the bill.

Mr. Caldwell said the more this clause
was discussed the more convinced he become
of the necessity of adhering to the law already
on the statute book, in reference to county in-

spection of schools. Your inspectors over the
province, to some extent, were educated up to

their duty, and they must be familiar with all

school sections in the different counties; and
it did appear to him that they should be best
adapted for carrying out the requirements of
the bill, if such should become the law. To
his mind, the bill was too complicated, and
should be more simplified in all its details, so
that the county could understand and compre-
hend it. He would therefore suggest to the
government county inspection, as he was quite
sure divisional inspectors would only create
new complications and defeat the object in
view.
Dr. Brown said, as there were so many and

various opinions expressed by members on
this question of inspectors, he might be allow-
ed to have his opinion too. He had been long
a member of the boajd of commissioners for
schools in King’s county, and the result of his
experience was, that the wisest course would
be to go back to the old system of clerks ap-
pointed by the several bo irds. He did not
approve of the change contemplated in the
bill, by which seven inspectors, with large
salaries, were to take the place of the county
inspectors. These inspectorships were unpo-
pular with the people, who regarded them as
so many government officers, more inclined to
serve the government than the people. He
preferred the county inspectors of the late act
to the seven to be substituted by this bill or
the four proposed by Mr. Archibald. He would
even go further: he would leave the option of
appointing them to the commissioners, as also
of fixing the amount of remuneration for their
services. Some districts might require them,
while in others they were not needed. He
thought the commissioners wrere the best
judges of the fact, and would make a proper
use of their power.
Mr. Killam thought the more the matter

was left in the hands of the people the better.
Let each board of commissioners appoint a
clerk who should also be inspector.
Mr. Locke said no doubt the clerks of school

boards had more knowledge of the wants of
the country. He did not think there was a
county in the province where a person could not
be found fitted for the office of inspector.
Mr. Archibald said that under his plan

they would secure the services of educated
men, who would devote their whole time and
energies to the duties of \ heir office. If they
were going to have inspectors let it be some-
thing worthy of the name. Far better have
none at all than am imperfect, one. The hon.
gentleman then read a resolution—that each
board of commissioners should have a clerk
and that the higher duties be performed by in-

spectors. He did not care whether it was by
four or five.

Mr. Colin Campbell was in favor of the
system now in existence of county inspection.
Hon. Pro. Sec. defended the present in-

spectors. As a class they were composed of
men of position and attainments, which quali-
fied them for the position they occupied; and
they had shown an amount of devotion to the
cause ot education which entitled them to the
respect of the house.
After a few further remarks the motion of

Mr. C. J. Campbell that the system remain as
contained in the bill of last year, viz., that
each county have an inspector, was agreed to.

Then the house adjourned.

Monday, April 3rd, 1865.

MORNING SESSION.
The house met at 10 o’clock.
Mr. Robicheatj presented a petition from a

number of inhabitants of Digby, askiug for
an act to allow the school lands of that county
to be sold.
Mr. C. J. Campbell presented the petition

from L. McDougall, of Wliycocomagh, praying
the house to alter t_e law of 1862, respecting
church property.
Mr. J. Fraser presented the petition of a

number of the inhabitants of West Pictou on
the subject of Confederation.
Mr. LeVesconte presented the report of

Committee on Trade and Manufactures, on
which considerable discussion ensued. Shel-
burne was included in the ports of call for the
steamer on the southern shore.
Mr. Tobin said that he was not against en-

couraging manufactures legitimately, but he
doubted the propriety of establishing a new
principle in connection with the sugar refinery.

In this country we had no protective tariff

whatever—we imposed duties for purposes of
revenue. If there was any way of classifying

sugar, he would be glad indeed to sanction the
recommendation of the report, but he was op-
posed to anything like special legislation. He
did not see why this particular business should
be protected more than any other.

Mr. LeVesconte said that there was no
new principle attempted to be established, and

^referred to the article of ale and porter, manu-
factured in this country. He alluded to the
benefit this sugar refinery would probably be
to this country.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that it was quite pos-

sible that persons who are acquainted with
the refining process can ascertain how much
refined sugar can come out of so many hogs-
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heads of the coarse article, but he did not be-
lieve we had men in Halifax who could do the
same thing. He understood, however, that the
article which is to be manufacLured is not im-
ported here at all. If the manufacture was
solely from that article he did not see any
difficulty likely to arise from allowing it to
come in a half a cent a pound less. He took it

for granted that it was quite possible in the
port of Halifax to get some person acquainted
with the different sugars who can decide the
respective classes. Looking at the question
in all its aspects, there was no doubt the sugar
ought to be classified. It was advisable to
prevent the difficulties that might rise from a
system of drawbacks.
Mr. Levesconte said that there were a

great number of ports in the province, and it

would be difficult to draw the line so as to
guard against deception.
Hon. Ein. Sec. said that all the manufactur-

er wanted was to convert the low priced sugars
into the refined article—he could have no object
in using the better classes. Although the custom
house officer in Yarmouth or Arichat or other
ports might know that a man who came in and
entered a number of hogsheads for refining
sugar was deceiving him, yet how could he
prevent it going into consumption. In the pre-
sent case, the coarse sugar was brought into
the port of Halifax to the manufacturer, and
Tie was responsible. All that the manufacturer
asked was that he should get the same facili-
ties that are given to him in other countries.
When he asked us to amend our tariff, so as
to allow the introduction into the country of a
quality of sugar not now introduced, it could
not be considered in the light of protection.
He (Mr. McD.) was not, indeed, prepared to
say in view of the establishment of so impor-
tant a branch of industry, that he would not
allow such a fair share of protection as would
not tax heavily the people of this country. The
introduction of the coarse article would not
lower the importation of brown sugars

;
on the

contrary we would get 5,000 tons additional,
which was equal to cargoes for fifty vessels.
Mr. Tobin thought that the hon. Finl. Sec.

had laid down principles which were incorrect,
and that it would have been well if some gen-
tlemen connected with trade, here, had been
invited to a consultation on this subject. He
contended that the principle at the basis was
protection, and went on to say that he only
spoke for the purpose of inducing great cau-
tion on the part of the parties who were peti-
tioning the house. In all probability they
would find themselves eventually in the same
position as the distillers. He did not see any
difficulty at all in classifying these sugars. He
thought that Mr. Moir had not been treated
fairly—he should have received the same con-
sideration as Mr. Dustan.
Hon. Pro. Sec. spoke strongly of the great

benefits the city and country would receive by
the establishment of a manufactory that would
Involve the expenditure of so much capital
and ereate a large trade, and he alluded in
this connection to our great manufacturing fa-
cilities. He informed the hon. member for
Halifax that his advice had been followed.
Mr. Dustan came before the government with
a memorial, and showed them that he was pre-
pared to establish a manufactory in this city
at the cost of £50,000, under proper encourage-
ment, All that he required at the hands of

24

the Legislature was a small amount of encour-
agement that could not have the term protec-
tion applied to it, for the sugar that he requir-
ed was not imported at all, at present. The
government took exactly the course suggested
by Mr. Tobin, and asked Mr. Dustan in what
light was his project considered by the trade.
Subsequently the memorial was brought back,
endorsed, by leading merchants of this city

—

B. Wier & Co., W. Hare, R. Boak, E. C. Twin-
ing, D. Cronan, Creighton & Sons, DeWolfe &
Sons, T. S. Tobin, T. C. Kinnear & Co., etc.

In fact, the mercantile community of Halifax
approved of what would have been infinitely
more direct protection than what was propos-
ed by the committee on Trade and Manufac-
ture.
Mr. Kieeam thought if the report was strict-

ly compied with, the manufacturer would not
have any great advantage in the long run, and
that Nova Scotia would not be such a field as
he anticipated. It was a matter, again, for the
house to consider whether they could just now
afford the difference in revenue that might re-
sult.

Mr. Annand said that he presumed the go-
vernment who had this matter in hand would
take measures to define the sugar, so that there
would be little possibility of deception. Whilst,
however, he was in favor of affording every
reasonable encouragement to the establish-
ment of manufactures, he thought that the pe-
titioner in the present case was too sanguine.
Where was he going to get his market? When
he (Mr. A.) was in Montreal, some time ago, ho
visited a sugar refinery in Montreal where
they were obliged to keep 170 men constantly
employed, though there was not actually suf-
ficient work for them more than two-thirds of
the time. The proprietor said to him if he had
only the benefit of the consumption of the Ma-
ritime Province, that he could keep the men
all the time employed.
After some further desultory debate Mr.

Tobin moved that the report be referred back
for the purpose of charging one cent a lb. upon
sugars on classification; but the motion did
not find a seconder.
Mr. S. McDonneee alluded to the grant of

$6000 for a steamer from Yarmouth to touch at
points along the shore and on the Strait of
Canso. A line between Pictou and Port Hood
he contended, was just as much entitled to as-
sistance. There was a proposal before the go-
vernment a few days ago to subsidize a new
steamer from Sydney up the Bras d’Or to
Wycocomagh but it was rejected. The present
amount given to a steamer was $1000, but for

$1500 the parties undertook to put on another
boat to go in different directions. He was
sorry the proposal had not been favorably con-
sidered.
Mr. Bourinot said that what it was propo-

sed was to give a subsidy of $1,500 in order to
connect the Pictou line of railway with the
remotest part of Cape Breton. When he gave
his support to that enterprise, he did so with ~

the full understanding that this line would
meet with every consideration. As the grant
of $1000 had existed for years, therefore it was
not a new subsidy. He hoped the government
would recognize the application that had been
made to them, and give $500 additional.
Mr. C. J. Campbeee was sorry that the ap-

plication of the international steamboat com-
pany had not been favorably considered, as ik
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afforded great convenience to the public Now
a large subsidy was to be given to another
company which was more limited in the ad-
vantages it afforded.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said, with reference to the-

observations that had fallen from the hon.
members for Cape Breton and Inverness, that
the house had for many years granted a sub-
sidy in aid of a steamer on the Bras d’Or
Lake. No doubt, in connection with the con-
struction of the line of railway to Pictou, it

would be of the greatest importance that every
facility should be given to the people of Cape
Breton. At present, however, he did not think
it was necessary to increase the grant. He
thought that it was advisable to give all

parts of the province every facility for commu-
nication with each other.
Hon. Atty. Gen. expressed his desire to

give to the east and west every means of com-
municating with each other. Such a service,
as it was now contemplated to assist, would
be of essential benefit to the people in the pro-
vince. It was the true principle to give the
people every facility for travelling.
Mr. Miller was in favour of giving every

means of communication between the east and
west. He did not think that the international
steamship company was entitled to the same
favorable consideration as the more local un-
dertaking in question. The former, since they
bad been running their boats, had rather con-
sulted their own interests than the conven-
ience of the public. When the Pictou railway
was completed, he presumed the government
would take immediate measures to bring it in-

to connection with Cape Breton.
Mr. Blanchard was afraid the steamer in

,

question would have too much work to do.
Mr. Stewart Campbell urged the claims

of. Guysboro’ as a port of call strongly upon
the attention of the house. He did not see why
Shelburne, Liverpool and other places should
receive advantages over the shiretown of his
own county.
Mr. Killam said that if the company was

to perform all the work required, they should
have a much larger grant.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that he accepted the

Report as a bonafide one, and the house should
take action upon it.

After some further conversational debate,
the Report was adopted—Guysboro being sub-
stituted for Port Mulgrave, as a port of call for

the steamer in question.
Hon. Pro. Sec. laid on the table an answer

to the question asked by the hon. member for
Richmond (Mr. LeVesconte) in reference to
the Reciprocity Treaty. He said that the go-
vernment had received as yet no official inti-

mation from the Secretary of State, or from
the American government of notice having
been given of the determination on the part of
the latter to terminate the treaty. He saw,
however, from the discussions in the British
Parliament that the treaty would be probably
abrogated.
b Hon. Mr. McFarlane introduced a bill to

amend the act for the encouragement of agri-

culture.
Mr. Pryor, chairman of City bills reported

up a bill to incorporate the Union Engine
Company, with an addition; and a bill to
amend the act incorporating the U. P. Com-
pany: and an act concerning the city of Hali-
fax,—with certain amendments.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
House resumed at three o’clock.
Mr. Archibald asked leave to present a

petition that had been forwarded to him from
the country of Victoria. He perceived the
member for that county in his place, to whom
he had submitted the papers connected with
this matter in order to afford, him an opportu-
nity of making any explainations he might
think proper. He might state that his petition
was signed by some 130 persons—including a
number of Justices of Peace, and other res-

pectable inhabitants of the county. The peti-

tioners complain that although the road grant
for that county for 1864 was larger than usual,
the people did not derb e mucn benefit from it,

in consequence of the large number ofcommis-
sioners employed to expend it. Also—that one
Francis McKeuzie, a civil engineer, appointed
to expend a large sum of money on the Kelly’s
Cove road, did not pay the laborers in cash,
but entered into an arrangement with C. J.
Campbell, Esq., M. P. P., for the county, by
which a large amount of the public monies
was allowed to be used by that gentleman
for his private benefit, and was not paid over
by Mr. Campbell for a long time after it was
drawn from the treasury, and in many cases
the labour was paid in goods out of Mr.
Campbell's store, instead of cash, and when
the parties refused to take goods was not
paid at all—and further, that the said Me-

'

Kenzie and some of the commissioners falsely

represented that the monies being for over ex-
penditure could not be drawn until the next
summer, when in many cases it had already
been drawn. The petition was accompanied
by certain affidavits. He need not remind the
house that there was nothing the house was
more jealous of than that those engaged in the
construction of the public Avorks of the coun-
try should be paid in cash, and it required
pretty strong reasons to justify any departure
from this rule. As regards this case there
might be reasons which rendered it necessary
that the public money should go through a
particular channel. He had no means ofjudg-
ing of the truth of the statements contained in

the petition, but reference was made to certain
returns upon the table which, to a certain ex-
tent, corroborated some of the facts alleged.
By these it appeared that out of the sum of

$14,572 the amount of road monies for that
county in 1864 no less than $9,677 had passed
through the hands of one of the members of
that county. This might be capable of expla-
nation, but it was unfortunate that any
of the members had any thing to do with
the transmission of the public monies, and
still more unfortunate that the payments
made by him were made in goods apd
not in cash. In case of over expenditure,
which should only be resorted to in extreme
cases, care should be taken that the money
should be expended to the satisfaction of the
people

;
but in this case, according to the state-

ments of petitioners, some of them were at this

moment unpaid. There was another state-

ment contained in these documents which re-

quired explanation. It was stated that during
the last season the sum of $120 was appropri-
ated to pay an inspector of highways, and
that, although Mr. Morrison was duly appoint-
ed to that office, another person had drawn the
salary without having been duly appointed,
and without any certificate that the work had
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been performed. There certainly appeared to

be something peculiar about the expenditure of
public monies in that county. It appeared
that out of the sum of $957 expended upon a
bridge at Cape North, about two -fifths of the
entire amount was used up in commissioners’
and engineers’ pay. Now he did not say that
all these things might not be satisfactorily ex-
lained

;
but he felt that for the sake of the

on. member for Victoria himself, as well as
for the sake of the character of the House of
which he was a member, that this matter
should be referred to a select committee, so
that the hon. gentleman might have an oppor-
tunity of exculpating himself from the charges
made.
Mr. Chas. J. Campbell, before replying,

would ask the hon. member for Colchester if

he had received these documents direct from
the county of Victoria.
Mr. Archibald replied in the affirmative,

and stated that no person had seen them in
Halifax until he sent them to the hon. mem-
ber.
Mr. Campbell wished to ask another ques-

tion of his hon. colleague (Mr. Ross), and that
was, whether he was the author of a communi-
cation upon the affairs of Victoria that appear-
ed in an evening paper some time since, under
the signature of “ Paul Pry?”
Mr. Ross said the hon. gentleman had better

apply to the proprietors of the paper for the in-
formation he sought.
Mr. Campbell, in reply to the charges con-

tained in the petition just presented, would re-
mark in the outset as regards these monies
having been drawn through him, that anybody
residing in the county knew that in the ab-
sence of banking institutions, it was exceed-
ingly difficult to draw large sums of money
from the Capital. The government were not
willing to run the risk of transmitting the pub-
lic monies by mail, and therefore it was usual
for commissioners, when they wanted money,
to draw it through some merchant who had bu-
siness connections with the Capital. All he had
to say regarding the bridge at Cape North
was, that it had cost $600 less than what he
and his colleague had anticipated, when provi-
ding for it last Spring. Now, as regards this
petition, it certainly contained grave charges,
and he must admit that when he first received
it from the member for Colchester he was ra-
ther taken aback

; but when he came to look
into the proof by. which it was sought to sub-
stantiate those charges, he found that the case
was not nearly so bad as it looked. The peti-
tion was signed by a large number of magis-
trates and others, living in settlements extend-
ing from Cape North to Middle River, a dis-
tance of ninety miles, and considering the care
and pains that had been taken in getting up
the papers, the only wonder was that it had
not been signed by more, as he thought he had
more enemies in the county than it appeared
he had. He must crave the indulgence of the
house to hear him out, whilst he reviewed the
charges made in this petition against 85 road
commissioners, the civil engineer and himself.
In the first place, the petitioners find fault
with the policy of the government in appoint-
ing so many commissioners, who they allege,
have misappropriated the public monies and
misled the people by false representations. He
believed that the number of commissioners
employed, 85, was as small a number as in any

county of the Province, and less than one half
the number engaged in some counties. These
85 commissioners, who are accused of dis-
honest conduct, were entrusted with the
management of the bye-roads, while the engi-
neer, Mr. McKenzie, had the charge of the main
roads. He would ask the house to listen to the
proof by which these grave charges of derelic-
tion of duty on the part of these petitioners
were sought to be sustained. (The hon. gentle-
man here read the affidavit of Archibald
Campbell, and commented upon it as follows.)
He believed that this man told the truth, and
certainly it appeared to be a bard case. He
says that he performed a certain amount of
work in August under a commissioner named
John S. McNeill, and that he was told by him
that he could not be paid until the next sum-
mer, but he would give him an order if he
wished for goods from C. J. Campbell’s store;
that he took the order, and went to the store
and asked for cash, and was refused even a
sevenpence halfpenny. That was the only
affidavit produced by the leader of the Opposi-
tion to substantiate this grave charge, made by
no less than 120 people, including 11 Justices of
the Peace and a number of Elders

,
whose

titles were appended, no doubt, to influence
the hon. member for Colchester, who always
fought their battles so nobly. Now this, no
doubt, was a very serious charge, if true; but
if he could satisfy the house that this money
he was charged with having appropriated to
his own use had not yet been drawn, and that
this man Campbell had, in point of fact, been
paid 7 months in advance, he thought the case
had fallen to the ground. (The hon. gentle-
man here read a list of over- expenditures for
1864, including the amount due John S. Mc-
Neill, by whom Campbell was employed,
which had been drawn or appropriated-^—
amounting in all to over £800.) This he thought
was a sufficient refutation of that part of the
charge. In speaking of these advances made
on account of undrawn road monies, he would,
remind the house that they were often made
at considerable risk of being refunded, and he
would give an instance in his own knowledge.
When he lost his election in 1859 he had au-
thorized an over-expenditure of $100 onMathe-
son’s bridge—and although he sent an account
of the expenditure to his colleague the poor
people to whom the money was due never got
their money until he was returned again a
year ago—when he provided for it as per road
scale produced. Having, he thought, suffici-

ently refuted the charge against the commis-
sioners, he would turn to the next charge in
the petition which was against Francis Mc-
Kenzie, the engineer, for not having paid the
money he was entrusted to expend upon the
Kelly’s Cove road to the people employed, and
with having entered into an arrangement with
C. J. Campbell Jto allow him to use the public
money for his own private benefits. He would
first tell the house who this Mr. McKenzie
was. He was a son-in-law of the hon. Mr.
McKeen, and was taken to the county of Vic-
toria the first year it was made a county by
the two Munroes, since which time he had
been employed in expending the road grants
until 1860, when his hon. colleague employed
his brother who had the whole control of the
road and bridge service from 1860 to 1864, when
he (Mr. C.) again employed Mr. McKenzie upon
the most important services in the county,
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while he gave the repairing of the roads to the
most intelligent and competent of his constitu-
ents in the different localities. Amongst other
services that Mr. McKenzie was called upon to
perform was to expend the sum of $2800 on the
new line of road from Kelly’s Cove to St.
Ann’s across Kelly’s mountain—as to the lo-
cality of the road he might mention that it led
from where he had an establishment to St.

Ann’s, where his colleague (Mr. Boss) lived.
Adler considerable progress had been made in
the work it was found that there would not be
enough money to finish it, and McKenzie con-
sulted him on the subject. Rather than the
work should be abandoned, and all that had
been done should be lost, he (Mr. C ) advised
him to go on with the work and finish it by an
over-expenditure, and he was obliged to be-
come personally responsible to McKenzie in
writing for the payment of the work, at the
same time stating to him that if the laborers
wanted supplies he would advance them. (The
hon. gentleman here read McKenzie’s letter
to the Provincial Secretary to substantiate
the fact.) And so the work went on.
During the summer he received a communica-
tion from the Chief Gold Commissioner, stating
that the Government wished to open up a road
to a new gold field at Wagamatcook, and wish-
ed to apply a portion of the monies to the
/credit of the County for the sale of Crown
Lands, under the Act of 1859, to that purpose,
if he would consent. Before leaving Halifax
last Spring, he had left with the Provincial
Secretary a list obtained from the Crown Land
Office shewing the sum of $2,890 to the credit of
the county from the source alluded to. He
wrote a letter in reply, consenting to allow
$1,200 of the amonnt to go upon the road in
question, and requesting that the balance of
$1890 should be applied to finish the Kelly’s
Cove road. To his great astonishment, after he
had authorized McKenzie in the one case, and
McLellan in the other, to proceed with the
works on the faith of the statement he had re-

ceived from the Crown Land Officer, he re-

ceived a letter from the hon. Prov. Sec., en-
closing a certificate from the Deputy Crown
Land Commissioner to the effect that instead
of there being any funds to the credit of the
county, it was actually in debt for surveys, &c.,
to the amount of $800 or $900, and that Donald
Ross and Dugald McNab had swallowed up
the whole amount that had been to the credit
of the county, and left it that amount in debt.
Upon the receipt of this intelligence, he imme-
diately directed Mr. McLelan to stop the work,

. which was done, and he sent in his return for

the amount already expended upon the road
to the gold fields, amounting to about $500 or

$600, which was paid to him, and for that
• amount he (Mr. C.) had provided out of the

special grant for that year.
About the last of December the accounts of

this over expenditure at Kelly’s Cove were made
up and transmitted some time afterwards to Hali-

fax, and he wrote to the hon. Prov. Secretary

that if the money would be paid he would guar-

antee the payment out of the road scale, and the

money was accordingly paid in January. Mc-
» Kenzie left the county about the first of January

to visit his family in the county of Pictou, and
• left his books and accounts with his (Mr. C.’s)

• book-keeper at Kelly’s Cove, so that the men
could be paid if the Government money arrived

before he returned. The money was sent down
in January, and notice was given of the fact as
soon as it was received, and the parties were paid
as soon as they came for it A short time before
he came up to the House, his colleague (Mr.
Ross) wrote lo the Provincial Secretary that up
to that time, 4th Feb

,
no portion of the amount

of over expenditure had been paid over to the
people. Upon this letter being brought to his

notice he ( Mr. C.
)
sent to McKenzie for a state-

ment of the facts Now he would read McKen-
zie’s certifie te, showing how much money had
been pa d at that time
The hon gentleman here read a statement

taken from McKenzie’s books, showing that on
the 25th January the balance unpaid was

—

$308 20
Of this there was paid between that

date and Feb. 8th, 176 30

$131 90
And from Feb. 8th to March 8th, 60 80

Leaving a balance uncalled for at

that date of $ 71 10
How, then, can the House reconcile these two
statements of Messrs Ross and McKenzie ? Now,
his hon colleague was at home at the time, and
he knew that large ad . ances had been made to

these men, and he was cognizant of all the tacts.

It would be seen that the men were paid as fast

as they came for it. He did not follow the sys-

tem pursued by his colleague, who employed his

brother to travel about to pay the men, and who
not only charged commissions, but so much a
day for his time, and that of the men he employ-
ed, in paying over the money—and no less than
three commissions were charged on the same sum.
(The hon gentleman here produced last year’s

road scale to prove that the committee allowed it.

The hon gentleman also read a letter from the

Halifax Citizen
,

signed ‘Paul Pry,” making
statements similar to those made by petitioners,

and stated that he presumed from his his silence

when challenged that his col'eague was the author
of the production. He also read a let er from
that gentleman to the Prov. Secretary, in which
somebody was charged with “ dishonest and de-

ceitful transactions,” As there were only two
persons to whom that reference was made, Mr.
McKenzie and himself, he should like to know
which one he alluded to, and he would pause for

a reply. The hon gentleman here commented at

length upon the several affidavits by which these

charges were sought to be sustained, and argued
that no distinct charges were made against him,
although insinuations were made, and through all

the affidavits there was an amount of uncertainty

and doubt as regards dates and other material

points, which, to say the least of it, was exceed-

ingly suspicious. Not one of th? complainants

are made to say that they ever brought any of

their complaints to his notice, although he was on
the spot during the time referred to.)

It was quite evident that these parties had been
led by interested persons to believe that this

money had been drawn long before it was, or

they would never have sent these Imputations to

the house. The object of the charge was no less



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

apparent. Ever since the speech of the hon Pro.

Secretary at Truro, where he is reported to have

said that he wmid dissolve the house if Confede-

ration was not carried, an appeal to the people was
expected, and the object of his enemies in Victo-

ria, in expectation of that event, was to prejudice

the minds of his constituents against him, in the

hope that an election would be run before he

would have an opportunity of di abusing their

minds upon the subject—just as was done in 1859,

when he was defeated upon false representations

which he had no opportunity to contradict. Now,
he thought that if he could trace this very honor-

able transaction home to a member of that house

—if he could convict him, even in the slightest

degree, with having had anything to do with the

getting up of these documents— he did not think

that hon. gentleman would stand in a very envia-

ble position before the house and the country.

He thought there was sufficient evidence to bring

it home to his colleague, whose letters to the Pro.
Secre'ary be held in his hand. For himself, per

sonal’y, he did not care ffiuch what was said

against him, as he felt far above suspicion in so
triding a matter, and was not dependent upon
those who signed the petition for his livelihood or

character; but with a man in Mr. McKenzie’s po-
sition, who had to depend upon his good name,
and the good opinion of those around him, for

employment, the case was different; and those who
brought these charges before the house, should
have carefully investigated them first, to see upon
what foundation they rested. The hon. member
for Colchester should have examined the proof
accompanying the petition, before he placed him-
self in a false position in bringing the subject be-

fore the house. He should have remembered an
old, time-honored saymg, that “ He who steals

my purse steals trash, but he who filches from me
my good name robs me of that which enriches
him not, but makes me poor indeed.”

He had gone thus fully into the matter, because
he felt it a du y he owed not only to himself, but
to the 86 commissioners and the civil engineer,

who were implicated in the charges made, that

the house and the country should be put in pos-

session of all the facts
;
and he was quite willing,

after that explanation, to leave the matter in the
judgment of the house, to take any course that
would be thought advisable in the premises.

Mr. Ross would say at once that he was sorry
that a matter of this kind had to be submitted to

the house. It was sent there by the people of his

county, not at his instigation, but of their own
free act. The petition he had not seen or read,

and to say that he sent for new affidavits was not
correct How did he know that those sent at first

were not sufficient, when he had not seen them ?

He was fully aware that there was a very general
complaint among the people that they could not
get paid for the work they done on the road, and
those indebted to his colleague could only get
paid on thee of his ledger. Before leaving home,
many of the people called upon him desiring him
not to oppose the payment of the over-expendi-
ture, and he told them that however much he dis-

approved of this mode of expending money, yet
for their sakes he would not oppose it. Both the
people and he himself were surprised that the

IR6

money had been drawn and paid to his colleague,

while they were informed they could not be paid
till spring. Mr. Francis McKenzie had been for

several years employed in the eounty of Victoria,

anp his services in opening roads and building
bridges were well known, and he thought that
when left to act for himself he would be disposed
to do what was right. Ia this case certain influ-

ences were brought to bear, and he left his affairs

in the hands of Mr Campbell or his clerks, which
he considered the same thing. Mr. McKenzie, in

his letter to the Provincial Secretary, did not pre-
tend to say that the people got their money, or
that they have yet besn paid. This, then, wa-
the position he assumed was correct—that a com-
missioner should be a man entrnsted with the ex-
penditure of public money, and he should not
know anything of merchants’ books, and the man
hat earned his money had a right to be paid in
money. He did not say but that thef people had
got goods out of Mr. Campbell's store half the
people in the county may have got goods from
him—but what he did say, and said still, was ;hat
the people did not get their money for their labor.

His colleague drew, in round numbers, $5,200 for

the Kelly’s Cove road, and with him the people
had nothing to do, nor with his accounts or led-

gers. He got the money, but it had not been at-

tempted to be proved that tne people got paid ex-
cept in goods. As to the remarks used in his
(Mr. R.’s) letter to the Provincial Secretary, he
had b3en asked if he intended them to apply to
his colleague or to Mr. McKenzi e. They were
here over his own signature, and could be appli-

ed as that hon. gentleman thoug 1

1 proper. His
league asked him if he wrote “Paul Pry.”
This was a question that should be answered

by the editor or proprietor of the paper in which
that letter appeared. Persons who had made
themselves famous in literature found it often
unnecessary to own or disown their productions.
The Provincial Secretary had often been charged
with writing famous editorials in the Colonist, but
he never found it his duty to own or disown them
in that House. The petition was signed by men
from all parts of the county, from Cape North to
Middle River. This shewed that the complaint
was not local, but extending all over the county.
When the member for any county drew $9,677 of
the road grant, he thought he was dabbling too
much with what was not his business; and the
cornplaint made by these petitioners was what
while the road grant for Victoria was larger than
ever it had been before, the people never got so
little money. He had letters complaining that
while commisisns that had been drawn were still

unpaid, one poor commissioner had to sell his
horse the other day to make up money to pay
the people. He would ask was this right or just ?

And the fact alluded to by his colleague that, his
(Mr. R.’s) brother had employed men to pay the
money, was the best proof that the people got
their money, and not goods out of any persons
shop. His colleague insinuated the other day
that he was afraid to meet him here. He had
met that gentleman before in the political arena
and strife of his own county on more than one
occasion. He was not then afraid to meet him
and he knew of no reason why he should be afraid
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to meet him now. As he had met him in the

past, so he should be prepared to meet him in the

future.

He would not say a word about the manner in

which he had been treated by the government.
He should have noticed this sooner, only that his

extreme modesty prevented him making a grie-

vance of his case. During the last year his col-

league had been allowed to make over expendi-
tures to the amount of $3144, and all this money
was paid him, and this without his knowledge or

consent. Is this the way, he would ask, that the

people’s representative should be treated ? If it

was, then he had no reason to complain. He
v ould pass over any slight or insult offered to

himself personally
;
but he W3s there as the re-

presentative of the majority of the constituency of

Victoria, and to them this discourteous treatment
was offered, and therefore it was that he resisted

it. Be had twice in succession appealed to the

people of his native county, and twice had they

done him the honor to return him at the head of
the poll

;
and that was the reason that his place in

that House and his position in the county was
ignored by the government.

He would mention one fact more in connection
with Kelly’s Cove road. One third of the $2,-

800 was drawn early in July, and the people were
not informed of it, and they did not then get their

money either from McKenzie or anybody else.

Certain road returns had been laid on the table,

and as the whole case might go into committee
he wou’d not enter into particulars about it just

then. Be would again say that it was a matter
cf regret to him that such a case should come
here, but the petition being so respectably and
numerously signed, the people had a right to be

heard. He observed among the petitioners at

least one who took a very active part against him
at the last election. In conclusion, he denied
that this case was got up to influence elections.

No one in this House or in the county of Victoria

expects d an election soon. The Provincial Se-

cretary was not insane enough to advise a dis-

solution just then, knowing as he must, the pre-

sent state of feeling in the country b th on Educa-
tion and Confederation. He would pass by any
remarks made by liis colleague about himself
personally, and let them go for what they were
worth, but he hoped that he would have an op-
portunity to explain before a committee of the

House tiU great injustice that had been done to

the people of his county.

Hon. PaoY. Sec thought that after the expla-

nation given it was scarcely worth while to send
the matter to a special committee.

It was right for him to state that, before the hon.
member for Victoria left town last spring, he left

with him a statement from the Crown Land Of-

fice, showing that a balance of some $2,80.) was
to the credit of the county in that office, arising

from the sale cf crown lands. And he subse-

quently drew the attention of the Government to

it in a letter, in which he asked to be directed as

to its expenditure. Shortly after that a new gold
district was laid off in th t county, and the Chief
Gold Commissioner applied to the Government
to make a road to it. It appeared to him that

this would be a proper mode to expend this mo-
ney, and he directed the commissioner to commu-
nicate with Mr. Campbell and see whether it met
with his approbation An answer was received
from him agreeing that $1,200 should be appro-
priated to the toad referred to. A subsequent in-

vestigation, however, in tbe Crown Land Office
showed, that instead of tbeae being that amount
to the credit of the county, it was actually in debt
some 8 or $900 He immediately sent that state-

ment down to Mr. ( ainpbell.. and in view of the
altered!circumstances of the case, the work autho-
rized under the sanction of the government was
countermanded. He thought it right to make
this statement, to corroborate the remarks of the
member for Victoria. As regarded the statement
made respecting the pay of the inspectors of high-
ways complaining that the one appointed bj the
sessions had not drawn the salary, he would re-

mind the house that under the law although the
sessions might appoint an inspector if they chose,
they had no power to authorize him to be paid out
of the public funds*

Any one who took the trouble to look over
these affidavits would find them exceedingly con-
tradictory in their nature. The petitioner-! com-
plained that the government adopted a diffeient

course in Victoria as regards the expenditures of

tbe public monies from that which prevailed in

other counties. Now, if he understood it right,

the road monies had previously been dispensed by
this Mr. McKenzie, Civil Engineer, and while one
part of the complaint now made was that he had
not been allowed to expend the whole amount of
the money, instead of entrusting it to so many
commissiouers, another ground alleged that he
had acted improperly in the management of that
which he had under his charge. It was very
plain from the documents upon the table, that be-

fore these parties entered upon their work, they
were told that they could not receive any money
until the next summer, which was usual in cases

of over-expenditure, but that they might obtain
advances in g‘ ods if they wished it; and if they
chose to enter upon the work with that under-
standing, they had no right to complain if they
did not receive the money before it wus drawn.

—

He thought that the explanations made were sa-

tisfactory to the house, and sufficient to exculpate
the parties charged, and he hoped that no further

time would be occupied in the matter.

Mr. Archibald again strongly reprobated tbe

practice of any member of the house having any-

thing to do with the disbursement of the public

monies
;
much more reprehensible was it when,

as in this case, the party took advantage of his

being engaged in trade, to furni h supplies in-

stead of money. He thought that it was due to

the country, to the character and reputation of

the house, that this matter should be investigated,

and if no other good came of it, if it prevented a

repetition of similar transactions, he should be sa-

tis fled.

The house then adjourned until 7J o’clock the

same evening.
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EVENING SESSION.

The House resumed at 7§ o’clock.

Hon. Pro. Sec., by command, laid on the ta-

ble a memorial from Roderick G. Morrison, of

St. Peters, Cape Breton, on the subject of crown
lands. Referred to committee on that subject.

Mr. Rat presented two petitions from Lower
Granville against Confederation.

The subject of the Victoria petition was then

taken up.

Hon. Pro. Sec. expressed the hope that after

the full explanation that had been given, it would
not be pressed to a committee, although at the

same time it was right to state that Mr. Campbell
wae perfectly willing to have it sent to a commit-
tee.

After a few further remarks the petition was
sent to a select commit.ee, consisting of Messrs.
LeVesconte, Donkin, and Blanchard.

On motion of the hon. Provincial Secretary
the house was then resolved into committee ©n
hi Is, and resumed the consideration ot the School
bill.

The third clause was altered so as to conform
to the decision of the house upon the question o
county inspectors.

Mr. Allidon moved a clause to have district

instead of county inspectors.

Hon. Pro. Sec- opposed it, and said the effect

would be to increase the number from 18 to 35,
and to impair the efficiency of the system.

Messrs. Blanchard and Miller also opposed
it.

Mr. Allison said his object was to remove
the local prejudices that were created when an in-
spector went from one district to another.

After some further discussion the question was
taken, and Mr. Allison’s motion was lost.

Several other clauses passed without debate.

Mr. S. Campbell objected to the provision
made in the 10th clause for a journal of educa-
tion. He thought it was a useless expense, as
the information which it was intended it should
afford might be conveyed by the inspectors.

Hon. Pro. Sec. said the expense would be
trifling, and it was necessary that there should be
some such medium of communication between
the superintendent and the teachers.

The clause passed.

Several sections passed without amendment.

Mr. Killam was of opinion that the wayjfthe
monies was divided was not the best adapted to
promote education. He thought that the grant
would allow of there being a school in each
school section, and that this grant, and the mo-
ney arising from the county assessment should
be allotted according to the number of children.
The number of children between the ages of 5
and 15 in the Province he assumed to be 90,000
the provincial grant would be $90,000, and the'

assessment would realize $60,000, that would be
$1 66 per head. In a district of 50 children,

they would be entitled to $83. Ho did not see

why the money should be divided in the way the

bill proposed he did not see why one child in

Nova Scotia was not entitled to as much as any
other. With these views he moved a resolution

providing that the money be paid to the C-unty

treasurer to be applied for school purposes in

each section in proportion to the number of child-

rep between the ages of 5 and 15.

Hon. Pro. Sec. said that there were two ob-

jects which ought to be kept prominently in view
in connection with the distribution of the public

money. One was to stimulate the teacher to in-

fuse an emulation among that class of men.
Every one knew how powerful was self-interest,

and if they took away that stimu’us from the

school-teachers—which he thought the resolution

did -a great deal had been done to prevent the

cause of education in the country. The mode in

which it was proposed to divide the grant was,
the government money should be allotted to the

teachers according to classification. Under the

mode proposed by the hon. member, it would be
quite possible that the first class teacher would
receive less than even a third class one. The
government proposed in respect to the money
raised from the people themse ves to appropriate

it to a large extent on the principle now suggest-

ed. The second object that should be kept in

view was to excite as large an amount of interest

on the part of the district as was possible in in-

ducing the children To go to school, and maintain-
ing as manypupils as possible. It appeared to

him that the resolution which allotted to a num-
ber of children in a school section a certain

amount of money irrespective of ail such consi-

derations was not sufficient.

Hon Atty, Gen. said that the gre^t object of
the law should be to aid poor and scattered dis-

tricts, and he thought if you took the money and
divided it according to the number of children

between certain ages, you would to a large ex-
tent frustrate that object. The effect of the reso-

lution would be that as much money would be
given to sections where one-half of the children

were at school as to one where nearly all were at-

tending. The subject, however, was worthy of
reflection.

The subject was not decided.

Between the 11th and 12th elauses a clause was

inserted empowering the chairman of the Board

of Commissioners to draw orders on the County

Treasurer for the payment of teachers.

On motion of hon. Prov. Sec. the power of

cineelling or suspending the licenses of teachers

for immoral conduct was given to the Commis-

sioners instead of to the examiners as at first pro-

posed.

The committee adjourned, and then the house

adjourned unttl Tuesday at 11 o'clock.
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Tuesday, April 4.

MORNING SESSION.

The house met at i 1 o’clock, and went into

Committee on Bills, and passed the bill to appro-

priate police fines in Dartmouth
; the bill to incor-

porate the Uuion Engine company, (a clause

being added to this bill g.ving the city Council

power to disband the Company when necessary)

;

the bill in amendment of the act to incorporate the

Union Protection Company
;
the bill to incorpo-

rate the East River Driving Company, of Sheet

Harbor
;
the bill relative to the sale of intoxica-

ting liquors on the line of Railway
;
the bill to le-

galize assessment rolls of the district of Shel-

burne.

The committee adjourned.

Hon. Pro. Sec. presented a petition to change
the name of Ratchford River, also two petitions

from Cumberland for alteration of poor districts.

The house again went into Committee on Bills,

and passed the bill authorising the usual public

expenditures
;
also the bill to include the county

of Queens in the provisions of the statute of high-

way labor
;
also the bill to amend the license law.

The committee adjourned.

Hon. Pro. Sec. introduced a bill to change the

name of Ratchford River to Port Greville.

Hon. J. McKinnon presented a petition from
Angus McEachern, a mail carjaer, for an increase

of.saiary.

,AFTERNOON SESSION.

The house resumed at 3 o’clock.

His honor the Speaker stated that he had recei-

ved a communication from the secretary to the

governors of Dalhousie Co lege, inviting himself
and the members to be present at the closing of

the winter term on the following day.

Hon. Prov. Sec., from the committee on Edu-
ction, reported amongst other things, that the
committee recommend the annual grant to the

denominational colleges be increased $400 each.

The house resolved itself into committee on
bills, and resumed the consideration of the

school rill.

Mr. Killam said that he intended to move
against the assessment principle at every stage of

the bill. That principle should have been settled

before the details were taken up.

Hon. Prov. Sec. gave the hon. gentleman cre-

dit for a sincere desire to place the common school
system upon a proper basis, and he.was prepared
to give due weight to any suggestions be might
propose. He had already stated the principle up-
on which the Government proposed to divide the
money arising from the two sources provided for

in the bill, and he thought the Government had
gone a long way towards meeting the views of

the hon. member for Yarmouth. It was proposed
that the provincial grant should be distributed in

such a way as to stimulate the teacher to improve
his qualifications, by regulating the pay by the

standard of efficiency he had reached, while the

money raised by assessment from the people was
to be distributed to each school according to the

averago attendance of pupils.

Mr Killam said that the object of the pro-

posed taxation was to provide for the poorer dis-

tricts, and to take the'money of the rich for the

benefit of the poor
;
but the effect of this bill would

be to accomplish a directly oppo ite result. The
object should be to induce the people to send their

children to school, not to offer a bounty to the

teachers to qualify themselves. What use would
it be to have duly qualified teachers, if there were

no schools for them to teach ? The demand must
first be raised before steps were taken to supply

it. Thej might just as well offer farmers a boun-

ty on beef, when there were no people to eat it.

When the services of a teacher were required,

they would always find employment and suitable

remuneration according to their qualifications.

Mr. LeVesconte agreed with the member for

Yarmouth, that before going into details they

should settle the principle. It would be remem-

bered that on the second reading of the bill he had

introduced clauses for separate schools, but as

they were then denounced by both the leaders of

the government and the opposition, of course

there was no chance of carrying them, and be

would therefore abandon them and substitute for

them the following

:

“In any section, when a minority of the rate-

payers are dissatisfied with the school established

by the trustees duly appointed for that section, it

shall be lawful for any number of such rate-pay-

ers to establish another school which shall be in-

dependent of the trustees or the section, and the

teacher employed by the said rate-payers shall be
entitled to receive from the superintendent, on the

authority of the commissioners of the district, a
proportion of the provincial grant, and also of the

amount raised by assessment in toe county, ac-

cording to his or her class
;
and the school so es-

tablished shall be a public school under this act
;

but no part of the money raised by assessment

upon the section shall be appropriated to any
such school

;
and the supporters of 6uch schools

shall not be exempted from the payment of any
sums tor which they may respectively by assessed

by the trustees of the sect on in which they re-

side.”

Hon. Prot. Sec. said that perhaps the better

course would be for the hon. member to more his

amendment when they came to the clause provid-

ing the method for the support of schools.
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He found that the number of children in the

county of Yarmouth between 5 and 15, census

1861, was 4044 ;
and in the Province at that time,

82
J

5('0
;
say probable number at present, 90,000.

The Provincial grant is $90,000,

equal to $1 each.

Proposed county assess-

ment, $60,000, equal to 0 66 “

$1 66

A district with 50 children would then be entitled

to $83.

By superintendent’s repo t there are 1419 school

sections in the Province, besides Halifax. Add
for sections requiring more than one teacher, say

181— giving the number of teachers required,

1600. Deduct from Provincial grant and county
assessment for city of Halifax, say $1 1,500, leaves

$138,500, or $83 for eaeh teacher, providing all

are supplied.

Dividing the money according to classification,

they would average—Class No. 1 would receive

$144; No. 2 $86 ;
No 3, $57.3-3. Females No.

I, $86 ;
No. 2, $57 33 ;

No. 3, about $43. These
may be altered slightly by the qualifications, but

in the main they would bejoued correct There
was no doubt it would require over 1600 teachers

to supply all the sections—some requiring 4 or 5.

He thought it would be seen that he had stated

the matter fairly, and that he had not made asser-

tions without foundation
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that it would be impos-

sible for the trustees to know at the beginning of

the year how many children there were in the dis-

trict between the ages of 5 and 16 He thought
the system proposed by the member for Yarmouth
impracticable, and that they had better try the
mode provided in the bill for a year, at all events,

and see how it worked.
Mr Archibald said that he made calculations

to see how the scheme proposed by the member
for Yarmouth would work in the county of Col-
chester, and he found that the effect wou’d be to

concentrate in the towns and populous districts

the money that should go to the poorer districts.

Mr. Killam again urged the adoption of the

system proposed by him. They had tried the

other principle and it had not worked well, and
he thought they should give this a fair trial.

Dr. Hamilton disapproved of the mode sug-
ges;ed by Mr. Killam. He thought the teachers

should be paid according to their qualifications.

At first sight Mr. Killam’s scheme seemed plausi-

ble, but upon investigation he did not think it

was practicable.

Mr Miller had given his attention to the ar-

guments made by the member for Yarmouth in

tavor of his system, but he failed to see their force,

and he feared that the effect would be, if his idea
was carried out, to diminish the amount that the
poorer sections would receive.

.

Mr. McLelan thought that the bill would
be more acceptable, if it was possible, in tbe pro-
portioning ol the money, to take into consideration
the value of the assessed property of the district.

After some further remarks Mr. Kiilam’s
amendment was left over until the third reading of
the bill.

The next clause taken up was that relating to

the “ method of support.”

Mr C. J. Campbeli, in relation to the estab-

lishment of country academies, called attention to

a bye law passed by the Council of Public In-

Instruction, which had the effect of excluding cer-

tain counties from the benefit of those institutions.

If he understood the matter aright, they were in-

tended for the whole country, and not for any
particular district.

Hon Pro 'ec. said that he presumed the hon.
gentleman had reference to Port Hood and Bad-
deck It v. ould be found upoa reference to the

superintendent’s report that he did not consider

these places sufficiently populous to warrant the

establishment of academies, and he considered the

money would be better spent in the support of the

common schools, and in that opinion, he believed,

the members for the county concurred.

Mr. Chas. J. Campbell did not wish to find

fault with the superintendent, but with the bye-

laws of tbe Council of Public Instruction, by
which unless a district had a certain amount of
population, it was excluded from participating in

the advantages eft these academies.

Mr. Stewart Campbell said that there was
some force in the observations of the member for

Victoria. If it had been thought that the opera-

tion of these academies was to be limited to the

county towns, the clause in the bill would not

have been passed. The result of the passage of

this clause had been to induce county towns to

incur liabilities, ia the erection of expensive
school-houses, beyond their means, as was the

case in Guysboio’. He thought it exceedingly

unjust that those who lived in the towns had to

put their hands in their pockets to pay for the

erection of academies, whilst those who lived out-

side the town, and who participated just as much
in the advantages of the institution, paid nothing
at all.

Hon. Pro Sec. said it seemed to him that the
members for Guysboro’ and Victoria misunder-
stood each other, or else he misunderstood them
both. The member for Victoria complained that

the county towns were not allowed to have these

academies, whilst the member for Guysboro’s
complaint was that tiry were compelled to incur
the expense

Mr. McLelan rather doubted the advantages
of these county academies He was inclined to

think they would rather interfere with the success
of tbe higher institutions now in existence.

Mr. Donkin and Mr. S. McDonnell also ex-
pressed their opinions that it would be better to

apply the grant for academies to the support of
the common schools.

Hon. Pro. Sec. said that perhaps the system
was open to objection, although his own opiniom
was, that so far from interfering with existing in-
stitutions, these academies acted as feeders to sup-
ply them with pupils.

On the 20th clause, providing for the addition
in each county of two-thirds of the sum granted
by the legislature for the support of schools, be-
ing read, —

Mr. Locke said he would move against the
whole bill when it came up for its third reading.
He considered it exceedingly unfair to force the

25
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principle of assessment upon the people against

their wishes. He was inclined to think that any
county that wished to be exempted from so ob
noxious a principle should have the right of do-

iag so.

The committee passed two or three clauses, and
then rose and reported.

Hon. Pro. t'EC lai 1 on the table a report con-’

cerning Dalhousie ( oilege ; also, a despatch fiom
the Colonial Office relative to the Heciprocity

Treaty, in which enquiry was made as to the time

when the business of the FL hery Commission
could be brought to a close

Hon. Mr. Shvnnon, from the committee on
private bills, reported up a bi 1 for the appoint-

ment cf new trustees for the Halifax Grammar
sch ol

;
also, a bill to incorporate the R yal Al-

bert Lodge of Freemasons, horth Sydney.

The house th n adjourned.

Wednesday, April 5th.

The House met at 3 p. m., and went into com-
mittee for the purpose of taking up the Bill for

the better encouragement of Education.

Some discussion took place on the 22d clause.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that on€ of the great dif-

ficulties that had been found in working the law
arose from the fact that it provided, in case of
subscription failing, that assessment should be
.resorted to. He would leave it in the hands of

the people to supplement the amount they would
.require in any way they themselves might choose.

If they wished a sectional assessment, or if by
subscription, they should certainly have the pri

vilege of doing so.

Mr. McKay thought that whatever balance was
required, it should be raised by some other mode
•than assessment; and moved a resolution stating

that the amount required for the support of
•schools over and above the sum provided by the

county shall be raised by subscription,” &c.

Hon. Atty. Gen. was disposed to consider most
favorably any suggestions that would make the

bill as palatable as possible to the people. He
mentioned some of the difficulties that arose in the

working of the bill of last year, and concluded by
giving it as his opinion that the correct principle

would be to allow the trustees who have been in

office now for some time, and were therefore inja

position to know the requirements of the district,

to decide upon the amouut that would be required,

and leave to the people the right of saying whether
it should be raised by assessment or subscription.

Mr. Blanchard said there was no doubt that

the great hostility to the bill arose from resorting

to assessment, and not leaving the matter to the

option of the people. He was of opinion that the

same amount of hostility would be exhibited if

the present clause was adhered to. Assessment
ran all through the bill.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane believed when sectional

assessment was brought in, disputes were engen-
dered that must destroy any bill. He was anxious
to have the measure so arranged as to prevent
any undue hostility. He believed that if we put
the bill into, practical working order, all the

schools in his county would be placed iu a posi-

tion to organize. They would do so much more
than if we forced upon them the principle of as-

*

sessment to too large an extent.

Mr. 8. Campbell again expressed his opposi-
tion to assessment in any shape whatever. He

had already expressed his opinions and voted
against it, and would continue to do so at every
stage. He said the Government knew the bill was
obnoxious to the whole country, and would not
dare to go to the people with it in their hands.
Mr. Locke also expressed his hostility to the

principle.

Mr. Miller said that he told gentlemen, when
be moved his resolution on the second reading,
that that was the proper time for them to test the
principle of the bill,

Mr. Archibald moved a resolution to the fol-

lowing effect :
“ Any amount i equired. for the

support of schools in any section over and above
sums provided by tha province and county, shall
be raised by subscription—such schools to be free
to all the children in the section.”
Mr. McKay said bis resolution was substan-

tially the same as that of the hon. gentleman, and
he would therefore withdraw it.

Hon. Fin. Secy, was inclined to think that af-
ter a year’s experience, the clause now proposed
would not be found to work satisfactorily. The
hon. member for Guysboro, he added, should
know that there never was any great radical
change proposed, which touched the feelings of
the people directly, but it engendered feelings of
hostility at first. Any government, however,
that hesitated for such a reason in taking a step
in advance, would be unworthy of the position
they occupied. There was not a man, he was
convinced, in the present Administration who
would not sacrifice his position in a single hour
for the sake of giving the people such a measure
as would promote the education of the country,
and relieve it from the obloquy under which it

had so long labored. Perhaps feelings of hosti-
lity might be engendered at the moment, but he
believed they would pass away, and the people
eventually would appreciate the efforts of those
who were sincerely desirous of advancing their

best interests.

Dr. Hamilton said that there were some cases
where it would be necessary to supplement a very
handsome amount. Under the clause proposed,
-however, some individuals owning a large quan-
tity of property, might not subscribe one cent,
and yet they would have just as good a right to

send their children to the school.

Mr. McLelan said he was glad theGovernment
had consented to yield this point in deference to

what he believed to be the wishes of the country,
and amend it in the mode proposed by the hon.
member for South Colchester.

The resolution, as agreed upon, then passed.

Mr. S. Campbell moved the reconsideration of
the assessment principle as contained in the 20th
clause. He wished to show that there was a
strong feeling in the House against that princi-

ple.

The committee then adjourned.
Mr. Longley introduced a bill to incorporate

the Domestic Government Board of the Baptist
Association of Nova Scotia; also a bill to incor-

porate the Foreign Missionary Baptist Conven-
tion of New Brunswick and Prinee Edward Is-

land.
evening session.

The house resumed at 7^ o’clock.

The house resolved itself into committee on
bills, and resumed the consideration ofthe School
BUI.
An amendment to the twenty-third olause re-
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lating to the erection of school houses was pro-

posed by the hon. Prov. Sec.

Mr. S. Campbell thought that the principle of

assessment ought to be settled first before these

matters of detail Were taken up.

After some slight discussion the clause passed.

Mr. Stewart Campbell moved the reconsidera-

tion of the 20th clause for the purpose of striking

out the assessment principle.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that ofcourse if was un-
derstood that if the motion prevailed the bill would
be defeated. Upon division the motion was lost

—

18 to 15.

Mr. LeVesconte then moved the clause of

which he had given notice—providing for the

establishment of schools where the majority
is dissatisfied with those established by the trus-

tees. (This clause has been published in Tues-

day’s proceedings.)
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that fjthe effect of this

clause would be to destroy the efficiency of the

common school system. It would enable a half a

dozen disaffected persons, in any district, to have
a separate school to themselves, and take away
a portion of the public monies from the other

schools.
Mr. Archibald also strongly opposed it.

Mr. LeVesconte said that his object was to

protect the rights of minorities. He maintained
that when a man was taxed for the purpose of
education, he had a right to obtain the same
benefit from a system, as if he applied the money
directly himself. Ho doubt there were other
constituencies composed as his was, of two classes

—Protestants and Catholics. Now he would ask
whether it was the right principle that the minor-
ity, no matter of which class it was composed,
should be taxed for the benefit of the majority,
without having the privilege of participating in

the advantages of that taxation.

He thought that the method of support provided
by the clauses he had just read would enable all

parties to avail themselves of the privileges which
direct taxation was supposed to give,—and al-

though not particularly wedded to the system, it

was in his opinion infinitely preferable to that

proposed by the government, which was ten times
worse than the course which had been pursued in

Ireland ofsending the tax gatherer round to com-
pel the people to pay for the support of a church
they did not approve of.

It was all very well for hon. gentlemen to say
that the system was correct, but they must re-

member that 330,000 of the people of Nova Scotia
hail to pass upon it, and, if he mistook not, their

opinion would be given before long in unmistake-
able tones. He would ask the leader of the op-
position whether it was right that minorities
should be compelled to pay so large an amount
for school purposes, without receiving any cor-
responding advantages; and it was for their in-

terests that he felt it his duty to protest against
the principle involved in the bill.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that as his hon. friend
had made his appeal to the leader of the opposi-
tion, he had relieved him from the duty of re-
plying.
Mr. LeVesconte intended it for him as well.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said he was happy to be able
to state that since he had been a member of the
Council of Public Instruction, not more than four
cases of difficulty had presented themselves in the
whole province. The principal one was in the

township of Arichat, where the section could not
well be divided without doing injustice to a val-
uable institution which was deserving of the- sup-
port of all friends of education. There was an-
other case in Muinadieu, not quite so strong as
this. But with these few exceptions the opera-
tion of the bill had been most successful, even in

places where different religious views were held.

He was glad, then, that he was not driven to
adopt a remedy, for if he was he would be at a
loss where to find it, inasmuch as no disease ex-
isted. With the exception of the few isolated

cases of inconvenience he had mentioned, it would
be found that the law had worked well.

Mr. LeVesconte said the hon. Provincial Sec-
retary was obliged to admit that the evil existed;

although he refused to devise a remedy. He (Mr-
L. ) did not allude altogether to the position of
affairs in Arichat, although he would ill discharge
the duty he owed to his constituents if he did not
state their grievances

;
but there were other places

in the same position. In that instance it happen-
ed that the Protestants were in a minority, but in
other places the Catholics were in the same posi-
tion. He was not seeking to advocate the rights
of one class over another; his only object was to
protect the interests of the minority, to whatever
creed they belonged. He warned the Government
that if they passed this law with the obnoxious
features to which he had alluded, they would raise

such a storm about their ears as would not easily

be allayed.

Mr. Locke—So mote it be.

Mr. LeVesconte had no doubt the hon. gentle-
man would be delighted to see it, but he had no
such wish. He believed that the object of some
gentlemen in the House was to place such a law
upon the statute book as would lead to the down-
fall of the Government. That was not his object.

The hon. Provincial Secretary had taunted him,
the other day, with having opposed the Govern-
ment. He woul.l tell him that the Government

’

never-had a more faithful supporter than himself.
It was because he knew that this bill was obnoxi-
ous to the people that he sought to insert in it

some re teeming feature; and having now done
his duty to his constituents and to the country,
he would not press his motion, but would let the
responsibility rest upon the heads of those who
had refused to accept it;

Mr. C, J. Campbell said that he had endeavor-
ed in vain to reconcile this bill to his judgment.
He endorsed the views of the member for Rich-
mond—that if this system was to be forced u^on
the people, the rights of the minority should be
respected. He thought that if there were free
schools at all, they should be sustained out of the
public revenues. He would therefore move the
following resolution:
“ Whereas it is the pfolicy of this country to in-

troduce a system of free schools for the education
of the people

;
and whereas this House believes

the principle of direct taxation inconsistent with
the principle of free schools :

“ Therefore resolved, That the common schools
in this province shall hereafter be entirely sup-
ported out of the general revenue, and that the
bill be sent back to committee to have this prin-
ciple inserted in it.”

Mr. Miller having had ample opportunity of
expressing his views upon this subject, would not
occupy much of the time of the House. He was
gratified to observe the improved tone of the de
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bate, and he thought that the Prov. Secretary
had approached the subject that evening in a
temper that comported more with his position
than that which he had exhibited a few evenings
before. He did not agree with him, however,
that there was no disease—-and he thought before
long he would find out that he was in the same
position as the physician who endeavoured to

cure his patient by persuading him that there
was nothing the matter with him. The evil ex-
isted under the law of last year to a large extent,
and was increased under the present. That law,
although ostensibly founded upon assessment,
left the question optional with the people, and the
rights of the minority were to a certain extent
preserved, but the very ground-work of the pre-
sent bill was compulsory taxation upon all. He
thought that it would be a wise policy to adopt
some such system as that proposed by his hon.
colleague, and in advocating it, he did so without
any desire to embarrass the Government, and
without any wish to treat the subject in a party
or sectional spirit. He believed that the system
proposed by his colleague not only commended
itself to the approval of the religious body to

which he (Mr. M.) belonged, but it also met the
views of the denomination of which that hon.
gentleman was a member. Nothing was further
from his desire than to provoke religious animo-
sity upon this question, but he felt that he would
not be doing his duty to his constituents if he did
not express his views upon this subject.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said if the motion was press-

ed he should have to take an opportunity of ex-
pressing his views on the question.

Mr. Tobin said this was not the first time this

question of separate schools had come up before
the House. Everybody remembered the celebrat-

ed occasion some years ago when the Government
of the day introduced clauses somewhat similar

to those proposed by the member for Richmond.
That bill was passed through committee, and
subsequently withdrawn by the leader of the Go-
vernment without any question being taken upon
it. A great deal of agitation was got up outside

of the House for the purpose of defeating the Go-
vernment on that question, and he believed that

it had that effect. Whenever there was a minori-
ty in a district, be it Protestant or Catholic, they
would be suspicious of each other, and would in-

sist upon having their rights protected. In the

case of the county of Antigonishe something of
the kind was done in the bill of last year. A
clause was inserted to protect the rights of the

minority.
Hon. Atty. Genl. explained that all that was

done was to exclude it from those counties in

which academies were established.

Mr. Tobin said it was well known that the ob-

ject was to provide for the rights of the minority.

It showed that the question will always come up.
After the consideration of one or two other

clauses the House adjourned.

Thursday, April 6.

House met at 3 p. m.

A bill to amend the law relating to intoxicating

liquors, and a bill to incorporate the Union En-
gine Company, were read a third time.

Mr. Annand presented a petition for an addi-

tional polling place in Eastern Halifax; also a
bill in accordance therewith ; also a petition from
£unenl?urg against the School Bill.

Mr. Miller introduced a bill to regulate the
payment of moneys expended upon public works.
The hon. gentleman explained that the object of
the bill was to provide for the payment of those
engaged in the construction of public works in
cash.

The bill was read a first time.
MINES AND MINERALS.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane, from the Committee on
Mines and Minerals, reported. Amongst other
things, the committee reported in favor of certain
moneys being paid the Micmac Gold Mining Com-
pany, and against a claim made by Messrs. Fen-
ton and Howe in relation to a right of search; but
in reference to these dwa petitions they recom-
mended that the Government should exercise a
stricter supervision over the affairs of the gold
commissioner’s department,
Mr. Archibald, upon the reading of the re-

port, referred to the case of Messrs. Fenton and
Howe, and stated the facts as follows : The peti-
tioners (who are foreigners) stated that they ap-
plied for and obtained a license to search for coal
in the neighborhood of Port Hood. This right
of search extended over an area of five square
miles, and lasted for twelve months, during which
time they had a right to select an area of one
square mile to work upon

; they made this selec-
tion, but were informed at the gold commission-
er’s office that the fact of having selected an area
of one mile would not forfeit their right of mak-
ing any other selection over the five miles during
the year for which their license was granted. In
the meantime an application was made by one of
the members for Inverness (Mr. S. McDonnell)
for a license upon the same area, which was grant-
ed. The petitioners complain of this, and stated
that they were misled by an officer of the Govern-
ment, who told them that they had the exclusive
right for the twelve months. The House would
perceive that these strangers, who were not sup-
posed to be cognizant of the law relating to min-
ing leases, relied upon the information they re-
ceived from an officer of the Government, and
having been deceived by him, the least the Gov-
ernment should have done would have been to
have put them in the same position they would
have been in, had they not been misinformed, and
allowed them to make any other selection from
the art a they wished. He felt that even in an
ordinary case of a stranger coming into the coun-
try, and being misled by a Government official,

he course pursued would have been by no means
creditable to the province; but when, as in this
case, the gentleman who afterwards came in and
obtained the lease was a member of the House and
a supporter of the Government, the case became
much worse, and did not reflect much credit upon
those concerned.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said that the law upon the
subject was plain enough. A party had a right
to obtain a license to search, lasting for twelve
months, and extending over an area of five miles,
from which he could select one square mile for
working operations. The moment he made this
selection he forfeited all right to the remainder of
the area. These persons may have been misled
by information obtained from a clerk in an office,

but the Government wei’e not to blame for that.
There was the law, plain and unmistakeable, and
no person had any right to plead ignorance of it.

He did not see that because these applicants were
foreigners, they should be put in a better position
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than our own people. It was the duty of the

Government to regard all as strangers, and to

favor none. These petitioners had obtained all

the rights that the law gave them
;
they had got

their lease of a square mile selected by themselves,

and they had no right to complain if others came
in after them, and obtained a lease of the remain-
der of the area. He was sorry that the case had
arisen as between a foreignerand a resident of the

county, but the decision of the Government, un-
der the law, would have been the same if all par-
ties had been natives of the province.

Mr. Archibald read the clause of the law re-

lating to licenses of search, and said that he did

not think it was as clear as the Attorney General
seemed to assume. The practice pursued in the

crown land office, until this case came up, was to

allow parties holding a license to inake any num-
ber of selections during the year. (The hon. gen-
tleman read from the report of the Crown Land
Commissioner to support this view. ) Therefore,

it would be seen that the Attorney General was
wrong in stating that the law was so plain that

anybody could understand it. Here was the evi-

dence of their own officer to show that the prac-
tice pursued was in accordance with the informa-
tion given to the petitioners by the clerk in the

commissioner’s office; and surely it was the duty
©f the Government to have put these applicants
in the same position they would have been in if

they had not been misinformed, and to have al-

lowed them to abandon the area they had chosen,
and to select any other they might wish out of
the five miles. He could not help thinking that
the grossest injustice had been done to them, and
that the course pursued by the Government was
anything but calculated to raise the credit of the
country abroad.
Hon. Pro. Sec. could quite understand the ob-

ject of the leader of the opposition in seeking to

make this a government matter. He was quite
willing that the government should be held res-

ponsible for the course they had taken, be-
cause he felt that they occupied a much better

position than that which was assumed by the
hon. gentleman himself in making the charge.
He would ask the House to consider for a moment
what was the gross injustice that had been perpe-
trated It was simply this, that a foreigner had
been placed in the same position as one of our
own countrymen. The law of the land was so
plain, that any one who could read could not
fail to appreciate it. It stated in explicit terms,
that any body making the required deposit could
obtain the right to search over an extent of five

square miles, for a period of twelve months, and
to select during that time a working area of one
mile. The law gave him no more right than
that; and the moment he made his selection,

which he might do the day after obtaining his
license, he relinquished all right over the re-
maining portion of the area. This had been the
practice, and this was the law, and he was aston-
ished that any member of the House, much more
that a lawyer occupying the position of the hon.
member for Colchester did, should make this a
ground for an onslaught upon the government
of the day. The law provided that in certain
cases, where the interests, not of the individual,
but of the public would be advanced, by granting
a larger area than one square mile, the govern-
ment have the discretion, upon proper applica-
tion being made, to cause a larger area to be laid

off. But that was not the case; no such applica-
tion had ever been made to the government, and
consequently this was just an ordinary case of
every day occurrence.
He defied the hon. member to point out a single

instance in which favor had been shown by the
government in the management of the public
domain, to gentlemen on one side of the House
more than the other. He should be ashamed of
himself if such had been the case

;
and he thought

that he could confidently call upon gentlemen
opposite to’ substantiate the assertion that they
had always received the same consideration at his
hands in these matters as his own supporters had.
He had never been more astonished than when he
found that any doubt existed in this department
as to the construction of the law ; and he did not
think any person would be found to maintain the
monstrous proposition, that after a party had
made his selection of one square mile, he would
be allowed to lock un the remainder of the five

miles for a whole twelvemonth, and thus put a
stop to the development of the resources of the
country for that time. This, then, was a grave
charge brought against the government. He
thought he had clearly shown that so far from
the rights of these parties having been violated,

they had received precisely the same considera-
tion as if they had been natives of the province,
and that they had obtained just these privileges

which they were entitled to under the law of the
land. The hon. gentleman concluded by saying
that he had strong reasons for believing that the
confidence of the government in this matter had
been abused by a person whom they had retained

in office, notwithstanding his known hostility to

the party in power.
Mr. Archibald said that there were some for-

tunate individuals in the world, who did not ap-
pear to require any particular training, but who
were heaven-born, as it were, to any position
they might desire. The hon. Provincial Secretary
had undertaken to deliver a lecture to him upon
his ignorance of the law of the land

;
while at the

same time he administered a rap over the knuckles
to two of his subordinate officers—the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands and the Chief Gold Com-
missioner. He could quite understand how the
Provincial Secretary should snub his own law
officers. How he could tell Mr. Fairbanks—

a

gentleman who had grown gray in the public
service—that without ever having opened Black-
stone he knew more law than that officer had ac-
quired in fifty years; but he must remind him
that that hon. gentleman read the law as he did.

Then, again, it would be supposed that the Chief
Gold Commissioner, also a lawyer, would know
something of law

;
and yet he read the law dif-

ferently from the hon. Provincial Secretary.
The hon. gentleman here read an extract from

a license to search, shewing that exclusive right
was given for twelve months.
He denied that he had obtained information

from any member of the government. He had
held no communication either with the principal
or subordinate of any public office on the subject,

and he had no interest in the matter further than
to see that the affairs of the public departments
were properly administered.
Mr. Charles J. Campbell was amused at the

indignation assumed by the leader of the oppo-
sition. One would be led to think that he was
always doing what was right and just himself.
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He had some knowledge of this subject of the
mines and minerals, and he had investigated this
particular case; and he had arrived at the con-
clusion that the government had acted perfectly
right in the matter. He could not see what
ground of complaint the petitioners had. They
had been dealt with according to the practice and
the law of the land.

>Ir. Miller said that as a member of the com-
mittee he felt bound to sustain the action of the
Government; but he felt it his duty, at- the same
time, to state that he could not approve of the
course pursued by the department, which was
open to a great deal of blame, not only in this

case but in several others. The hon. gentleman
then commented upon the facts of this case, and
said it was very evident that collusion had taken
place between the department and one of these
petitioners, as it was proved to the committee that
a transfer of the license had been made from Howe
to Fenton, and that transfer had been allowed to

be taken out of the office, and had not since been
found. This fact had only been discovered acci-

dentally, as there was no evidence of it in the
office. But not only was the conduct of the offi-

cer in charge of that department so reprehensible,
iu this particular case, as to oblige the committee
in their report to call attention to the necessity

for a stricter supervision of the manner in which
t'ae duties of his office were discharged, but there
was another case in which his conduct was still

more culpable, and in which he had acted with an
utter disregard of law. He alluded to the case of
the Micmac Gold Mining Company. It might be
supposed that from the number of cases that had
arisen in reference to gold mining leases since the
passage of the act in. 1860, that the law upou the
subject would be pretty well understood

;
but it

appeared from the action of the Chief Gold Com-
missioner in this case that it was not. Whatever
doubts may have existed, under the law of 1862,
as to the mode of forfeiting leases, they were en-
tirely removed by the act of 1863, which declared
that where leases were liable to forfeiture in con-
sequence of the conditions not having been ful-

lilled, they should not be declared forfeited, or a
new lease granted, until notice ha I been given
and proper judicial proceedings had. This cer-
tainly seemed so plain that any schoolboy could
understand it; and yet in the face of this, the
Gbld Commissioner undertook to forfeit the lease,

and to re-let the claim, without the proper notice

having been given, and without any of the forms
prescribed by the act having been observed

;
and

the consequence was, that the committee were
obliged to recommend the payment of $140 to the
company to recompense them for the illegal acts

of the Gold Commissioner. Under these circum-
stances, the committee felt called upon to record
their opinion that a stricter supervision was ne-
cessary in the affairs of this department.
The report was adopted.

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.
Hon. Prov. Sec. moved that the report of the

committee on education be adopted.
In reference to that portion of the report which

recommends that $400 a year, additional, be
granted to the different denominational colleges,

as a settlement of the Dalhousie College question,
Mr. Blanchard enquired whether this was. in-

tended to put an end to this vexed question.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that it was so expressly

stated in the report. The committee had listened

to the gentlemen representing the different deno-
minations concerned, who had suggested various
modes of settlement, and they had adopted this,

which he believed met with the approval of those
who considered themselves aggrieved by the pre-
sent position of Dalhousie.

Mr. Blanchard said that from the way in
which this grant was recommended, the inference
might be drawn that Dalhousie College was ex-
clusively Presbyterian in its character. This he
denied; and he could not agree to this grant
being given, to counterbalance, as it were, the
denominational claims of Dalhousie.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the committee had a
two-fold object in view—to increase the efficiency

of the higher institutions of learning in the Pro-
vince, and to settle this vexed question which had
so long agitated the public mind.

Mr. Locke said that it ought to be distinctly

understood that Dalhousie College was not de-
nominational in its character, but was open to

all. It was most time this question was settled,

and he should be glad if this would have that ef-

fect.

Mr. Brown stated that as one of the committee
he dissented from that part of the report which
recommended the additional grant.
Mr. Archibald said that whatever might be

the opinion as to the constitution of Dalhousie,
the fact could not be denied that the Presbyte-
rian bodies received at present more immediate
advantage from it, and as the other denomina-
tional colleges looked upon this as a grievance,
whether righfully or not, he should be glad if

this was received as a settlement of all differences

that had existed on the subject.

Mr. Charles J. Campbell did not
.
see that

there was any necessity for a compromise at all.

If Dalhousie College had been enjoying a grant
that it had no right to receive under the law,
then it should be compelled to refund it. He did

not approve of this additional grant, upon the

assumption that Dalhousie had been receiving

what she was not entitled to.

Hon. Fin. Sec. said that the fact could not be
winked out of sight, that although under the
charter Dalhousie was to be open to all, the other
denominations, having institutions of their own,
would not take advantage of it. He had always
desired that this institution should be a iirovin-

cial institution, and he should be happy if the

settlement of existing difficulties would lead to

that result.

Hon. Mr. Shannon said it was exceedingly de-

sirable that some such settlement as that pro-
posed in the report should be made, of this ques-

tion which had for so long a time agitated the

public mind. Independent of this altogether, he
thought that it was right that the provincial

grant to the higher institutions of learning should

be increased. At the time the grants now en-

joyed by them were made, the revenue was small,

and the sum voted for the common schools of the

country bore no comparison to the present grant.

It was but right, therefore, in view of the in-

creased expenditure for educational purposes,

that these institutions should receive additional

aid.

Mr. Donkin, although he acknowledged the

importance of increasing the efficiency of these

institutions, would have much preferred not to

have given this extra grant at all, rather than it

should be given by way of compromise.
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Mr. Donald Fraser said that if they had any
guarantee that this grant was going to settle the

question, he might be induced to vote for it; but
he could not see that the committee had any
grounds to assume that such would be the result.

Hon. Atty Gen. wished it to be distinctly un-
derstood that if he voted for this increased grant
recommended by the committee, he did so entirely

apart from any consideration in reference to Dal-
housie College. A mistaken idea existed amongst
a certain class with regard to that institution.

It was supposed by some that it was exclusively

for the benefit of the Presbyterians, whereas that
body was almost the only one that did not receive
any public aid for their theological institutions.

Whilst the other colleges which received the public
grant had their chairs of theology for the training
of candidates for the ministry, Dalhousie had
none; and he believed that many persons who had
signed the petitions against that institution had
done so under an erroneous impression. As he
had before stated, he should vote for the increased
grant because he believed it would be money well
expended, and he did so entirely irrespective of
anything connected with Dalhousie.
The House adjourned until half-past 7 o’clock

the same evening.
EVENING SESSION.

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to provide for im-
proving certain roads and bridges in the county
of Hants.
Mr. Longley introduced a bill to incorporate

the Nova Scotia Baptist Home Missionary Society.
Hon. Prov. Sec. moved the adoption of the

report of the committee on education, and in
doing so said that he was surprised at the recep-
tion it had met with. He could only say that it

wav before the House as embracing the views of
all the gentlemen on the committee. The floan of
£5000 to Dalhousie College was undoubtedly a'

legal claim, but in the present financial condition
of the country it would be most unwise to with-
draw that sum, and he thought it could not be
done but with a desire to cripple a useful institu-

tion. He thought that the activity and enterprise
of the various denominations on the subject of
education deserved additional consideration, and
that the appropriation recommended by the com-
mittee should be made. If the friends of Dalhou-
sie were inclined to oppose this, he was not pre-
pared to join theta

;
and if the friends of denomi-

national colleges rejected the report and declined
to accept the large additional grant, from their
opposition to Dalhousie—from a desire to leave
this vexed question still open—he had, of course,
not a word to say; but he did not think it advisa-
ble for them to reject a proposition which in-
creased the grant to each to £350 a year.
Mr. Blanchard explained that in making the

remarks he had at the beginning of the debate,
his only wish had been to prevent a wrong infer-

ence being drawn from the report.

Mr. Archibald advocated the adoption of the
report, as bung likely to give a satisfactory solu-
tion to the difficulty which had existed.

Mr. LeVes6onte said that he would withdraw
his opposition if the Government would pledge
themselves to bring in an act making the addi-
tional grant permanent; but he was not willing
to yield the rights of the denominational* colleges
for $400 for the present year.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the grant would be

permanent ; the moment it was withdrawn the
condition of the settlement would fail.
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Mr. Miller said that he had voted in favor of
sustaining Dalhousie College because he consider-
ed that the Legislature would have been guilty of
a breach of faith in taking any other course. He
was of the same opinion still. He thought the
additional grant had been recommended by the
committee, from a feeling that denominational
colleges were deserving of additional aid. He
would warn the friends of Dalhousie against op-
posing the grant, as such a course would raise a
storm against the institution that could not be
easily met.
Mr. McKay said that instead of giving £100

to each of the denominational institutions of this

Province, amounting to £500, as proposed in the
report of the committee, he was in favor that the
same sum be appropriated for the purpose of
establishing two additional chairs in Dalhousie
College, to be placed at the disposal of any de-
nomination, which will endow two chairs on the
same terms and conditions as those existing at
present.

Dr. Hamilton said that Dalhousie College was
a Presbyterian College to all intents and pur-
poses, and would continue to be so regarded by
the bulk of the population in the Province. He
was quite willing that the Presbyterians should
have an efficient institution, but not at the ex-
pense of other institutions. He wished the mat-
ter to be dealt with in a way that would prevent
the question again rising and giving trouble.

Suppose the revenue was not in a satisfactory

state, would not the Province, in all probability,
withdraw the grant. Such a course would neces-
sarily interfere seriously with the institutions.

Mr. S. Campbell stated that the compromise
which the committee suggested had been made
with the express assent of the agents of the deno-
minations which had petitioned. He therefore
felt that the opposition to the report was unwise.
Mr. McDonnell was of opinion that the pro-

posed additional grant should be considered per-
manent. He said he would be sorry to see an in-
stitution so likely to advance the educational in-

terests of the country as Dalhousie obstructed,
but he wished the rights of other denominations
preserved.
Mr. Pryor thought the report was entitled to

the favorable consideration of the House. When
the.Province was in apposition to give a large
grant for the common schools, it would be very
unwise to neglect making provision for the su-
perior schools in which teachers were being train-
ed. As a Churchman he would be sorry to see

Dalhousie interfered with, and he was glad to see

that the Old denominational institutions, which
had borne the burthen and heat of the day, were
to be provided for.

Mr. Longley was not surprised at the report
of the committee, as he had had the perusal of it

before its presentation. He would have felt dis-

posed to allow it to pass had it hot been for cii-

cumstances which had arisen. Two of the deno
ruinations having agreed to the compromise,
some who had in the House taken a prominent
part in the discussion last winter might feel them-
selves relieved from further responsibility, but
his sense ofjustice would not allow him to silent-

ly assent to a report which would give up £500
to one institution in consideration of $400 to the
others. He would have been rejoiced to see Dal-
housie made a Provincial institution, but unless
he much mistook the feeling in the western part
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of the country, there was no hope of that. Dal-
housie, he said, was at present possessed of an
endowment of £20,000, receiving: from various
securities $3,082, and from the Province $1,000
per annum, that being the interest on such an
endowment,—and yet the other denominational
colleges were asked to accept £100 in settlement

of the question.

Mr. Tobin said that he had been a member
of the committee to whom the question had
been referred. If the gentlemen who opposed
the report were of opinion that a better ar-

rangement might be made, let them explain
it to the House. Last year the ground taken
was that the denominational colleges were
not on fair terms with Dalhousie, but that
difficulty would be to a great extent settled,

and he supported the report for the sake, of
settling the question which had been so deep-
ly agitated for a long time. The committee
were able to see no solution of the difficulty

but the one suggested, and it had been recom-
mended from a recognition of the right of
other denominations in view of the superior
position of the Presbyterian body.

Hon. Fin. Secy, expressed his regret that
the hon. member for Annapolis had felt it

necessary to review the report as he had. He
did not wish the Presbyterian body to be con-
sidered as an applicant for a compromise;
he, however, felt inclined to vote for the re-

port, although it proposed to appropriate
the interest of £10,000 to settle difficulties

which appeared to be inclined to increase,

but it was a serious question for the House to

consider whether it was wise to vote so large
a sum when it was stated that the compromise
would not be satisfactory. He went into cal-

culations to shew that Dalhousie, even if it

were a Presbyterian institution, was not in so
advantageous a position in comparison with
the other colleges as had been represented.
He added that he would never say a word
against the denominational institutions, but
he thought the sooner the people of this coun-
try were educated up to the necessity of hav-
ing one sound Provincial University, the bet-

ter it would be for their educational interests.

Mr. S. McDonnell suggested that it was
not improbable that the Legislature might
next year, without touching the present re-

port, increase the revenue of Dalhousie Col-
lege by $400. In view of that he would sug-
gest that the grants to the other colleges be
settled to bear the proportion which they
would bear on the adoption of the report.

Mr. Longley said that it would be more
judicious for those who got the lion’s share
to discuss the question temperately. He again
reiterated his statement that Dalhousie Col-
lege was in the position at this moment of re-

ceiving an annual income from the province
of £920 10s., or an endowment of £20000.
That institution had now been in operation
for two years, and no indication was given of
any body outside of the Presbyterians being
desirous of co-operating with it. He was of
opinion that those who were connected with
denominational colleges for the sake of obtain-
ing a temporary advantage had made a great
sacrifice. No one could doubt that the dissa-

tisfaction that existed in reference to this ques-
tion had not been confined to one or two
denominations, but was felt by the Episcopa-
lians and Roman Catholics, although, for some

reason or other, they had not expressed their
feelings as plainly.
Hon. Atty. Gen. took issue with the hon.

member for Annapolis, in respect to some ob-
servations he had made. He contended that
none of the denominational colleges had any
right to the money loaned by the province, if
it were called in to-morrow. It was a debt
owed to Nova Scotia, and therefore the whole
of the hon. gentleman’s argument fell to the
round. He looked upon the grant to the
enominational colleges as apart from the

question of Dalhousie College altogether; it •

was simply so much money given to promote
the cause of education in this country. The
legislature had control over the debt, but not
over the revenue and income of Dalhousie

;
it

would be a breach of faith to devote the money
intended for such an institution to any other
purpose. It could not be denied that the two
bodies of Presbyterians would, if separate, be
entitled to a grant of $1000 each, while they at
present received only $1000. As to the money
loaned by the province, if it were returned to-
morrow it might be devoted to any purpose
the legislature might direct, the denomination-
al colleges had no claim over it.

On a division the report of the committee
was adopted by a vote of 7 to 27.

For—Kaulback, Blanchard, Locke, Whit-
man, Parker, Ray, Pryor, Allison, Financial
Secretary, J. Campbell, Tobin, Blackwood,
Stewart Campbell, Archibald, LeVesconte,
McKay, McLelan, D. Fraser, Heffernan, Hat-
field, Miller, McDonnell, Attorney General,
Provincial Secretary, J. Fraser, Bourinot,
Robertson, McFarlane, McKinnon, Caldwell,
Smyth.
Against—C. J. Campbell, Donkin, More, E.

L. Brown, Cowie, Killam, Hamilton.
The house then adjourned.

Friday, April 7.

The House met at 3 o’clock

EXPENDITURE OF ROAD MONEYS.
Mr. LeVesconte from the committee ap-

pointed to enquire into the complaint of inhabi-
tants of Victoria respecting road moneys in
that county reported

:

No evidence of any fraud or improper con-
duct on the part of Mr. Campbell has been
given to the committee. Yet the committee
feel it to be their duty to remark that as a ge-
neral principle, no member of the Assembly
should interfere with the payment of road
moneys either in making advances from his
store or otherwise.
The committee also report that the return of

expenditure of $987 on Cape North bridge,
proves a state of facts most discreditable to at
least one ofthe commissioners, as well as to the
Magistrate subscribing, Mr. Ingraham Carey.
It has been proved to the satisfaction of the
committee that one ofthe commissioners, Rodk.
McKenzie, did not sign the affidavit or order
at all, and that the oath was not administered
to him, or the money drawn by his order.
The commissioner lived at Cape North, while
the return and affidavit seem to have been
made at Kelly’s Cove, nearly one hundred
miles from Cape North, and the names of
Roderick McKenzie and Alexander McDon-
ald are evidently in the same handwriting.
The return discloses also the following facts

—

that out of a total cost of $987, the sum of $3fil
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is charged for the commissioners
viz:
Roderick McKenzie. 20 days, at 90c. $518

Alex. McDonald, 83 days, at 80c. 74.1

Alex. McDonald, 5 days, at 80c. 4

108
Commission, 47
John D . McKenzie, 55 days, at $53 105
John D. McKenzie, 59 days, at 90c. 53.10

$361.80
The committee beg respectfully to call the

attention of the government to these facts, and
to suggest that the Magistrate and Commission-
ers be called upon to explain. All of which is

respectfully submitted.
Mr. Blanchard stated that the sum of $120

had been paid to a supervisor’of highways for
the county of Victoria, who had been appoint-
ed by the government, instead ofbeing appoin-
ted by the Sessions, and that the payment was
made without due evidence of the services
having been performed.
Mr. Ross said—I don’t rise with the inten-

tion of finding fault with the report submitted
—the fact of some statements mad& in that
report concerning the conduct of certain per-
sons goes far to prove that there was cause
and reason for complaint in my county. One
singular fact in connection with return from
Cape North, I don’t wish to pass unno-
ticed. I produced before the committee po-
sitive proof that Mr. McKenzie, one of the
Commissioners for Cape North, was in the ha-
bit of making out returns for other parties, and
in the case in which he is Commissioner
he is not able to make a return fcr |hini-

sei f. In fact his handwriting does not appear
on the return. One or two insinuations
made by my colleague, the other day, I may
now notice. Anything said about myself I
can afford to pass over unnoticed . but next to
a person’s own character that of his friend’s is

dearest to him. It was stated that all the mo-
ney paid into the Crown Land Office was
swallowed up by my brother, who was sur-
veyor in our county. This is not the case

—

there is a balance of over $1200 in favor of Vic-
toria since 1859, and I am prepared to prove
that the accounts sent in by my brother were
as moderate and just as those sent in by any
surveyor in the whole Province. It was also
said he was in the habit of charging commis-
sions in expending the road moneys; thereturns

•for I860, 1861 and 1862 are in the office below,
and there it will be found that my brother was
paid one specific sum, but not one penny for
commissions for expending the road moneys
of the county. In 1863 he was compelled to
charge commissions, because my colleague re-

fused to pay him on the terms ou which he
was employed in former years. I would not
say this much only that it is due to one who
is not now in the province to prevent false im-
pressions about his character being entertain-
ed. The investigation of the whole subject
will do good, and may prevent such cause of
complaint in future.
Mr. Pryor reported from the committee on

city hills, two bills, one to revest the title to
certain lands in the city of Halifax, the other
to vest the title to certain lands in the Board
of Works and the Commissioners of the Poor;
the latter the committee recommended to be
deferred for three months. Passed.

26

The bill to include the county of Queen’s in
the provisions of the Statute Labor Law was,
on the 3rd reading, on motion of Mr. Cowie, de-
ferred for three months.

THE SCHOOL BILL.
The hill for the better encouragement of edu-

cation was then taken up in committee, and on
the 42nd clause, relative to the salaries of
teachers, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Locke and Mr.
Blanchard, took exception to the distinction
made between the salaries of male and female
teachers. Mr. McDonnell, hon. Pro. Sec., and
Mr. Shannon replied. The clause passed with-
out amendment.
The 44th clause was so amended as to ex-

empt the clergy entirely from taxation for
school support.
Some slight discussion took place on tie

clauses relative to the city of Halifax. Mr.
Blanchard asked why it was that the trustees
in the city were appointed by the comrrission-
ers, instead of elected by the people as in other
parts of the province.
Hon. Pro. Sec. replied that it was thought

that such a course would be attended with less
inconvenience than any other. He understood
that the present board of commissioners enjoy-
ed the confidence of the citizens, and it would
be seen that in so populous a locality the diffi-

culty of electing trustees would be necessarily
greater than in other parts of the province.
Mr. Blanchard said he could not see any

difficulty in school trustees being elected at the
annual election of other civic officers. He also
enquired why the number of trustees had been
made 12 instead of 6. He said he observed
further that power was given to the trustees to
combine with the trustees of schools now in
existence, and tomanage such schools jointly,
—the effect of this would be, he said, that such
schools as St. Luke’s in one ward, and St.
Mary’s in the next, would he maintained as
denominational schools. If the government
wished to give denominational schools to Hali-
fax let it be so expressed. He also took excep-
tion to the provision that the erection of school
houses be made a charge upon the whple city,
he said that this might cost as large a sum as
£10 ,000 .

Hon. Mr. Shannon said that the introduc-
tion of the law to the city was an experiment,
aud a delicate one, and he thought it would be
well to commence in the way mentioned in the
bill. He did not see any reason why the pre-
sent buildings could not be made use of, and he
thought the pressure of public opinion would
be too strong to allow such an expenditure for
school houses as had been mentioned.
Mr. Blanchard replied that public opinion

was already found ineffectual to prevent a
large increase of civic taxation. He repeated
his opinion that the tendency of the bill was
to make the schools denominational.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said that Mr. Blanchard

seemed to fear an increase of taxation from
the trustees being appointed by the commia-
sioners, while he at the same time complained
of the large increase under those officers who
were at present elected by the people. Mo
expressed the belief that the arrangement
would be found to work harmoniously.
Mr. Blanchard said that while complaini-

ng of the present civic taxation, he had rea-
son to fear that the citizens would be doubly
burthened by irresponsible trustees who might
themselves he exempt. There might, he said,
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be a denomination in the city too small to main-
tain a school of their own, and they would be
obliged to pay for the religious instruction of
other denominations. Any one could see that
the present school buildings were not suited
for the graded schools contemplated by the
bill.

The clauses were then passed and the bill

was passed.
The house adjourned until the next day at

11 o’clock.

Saturday, April 8.

The house met at 11 o’clock, and resolved
itself into committee on bills. A number of
private bills were passed through committee

;

after which the committee adjourned.
Mr. Annand presented petitions from Shad

Bay, Lunenburg, and Guysborough, against
Confederation.
Mr. Charles J. Campbell presented a

petition from Little Narrows, county of Victo-
ria. The hon. gentleman explained that peti-

tioners prayed for the repeal of an act passed
in 1862, which they complain has deprived
them of certain glebe lands and other church
property.
Hon. Prov. Sec., by command, laid on the

table, the report of Henry Perley, Esq., civil

engineer, upon the proposed bridge across the
Margaree River.
Mr. LeVesconte from the committee on

trade and manufactures, reported verbally
against the claim of H. G. Hill for a drawback
of duties.
Mr. Ross presented a petition from ninety-

five inhabitants of St. Ann’s, against the pro-
posed road from Kelly’s Cove to Englishtown.
The petitioners thought that it would be an
injustice to other parts of the county to ex-
pend the money upon that road, and he (Mr.
R.) could point out twenty other places where
the money could be put to a much better
purpose.
Mr. C. J. Campbell said that the petition

for this road was very numerously signed.
Mr. Miller enquired whether any steps had

been taken to carry out that portion of the re-

port of the committee on Education, which re-

commended that the claim of the late clerk of
the school Commissioners for the county of
Richmond should be reconsidered by that
Board. He would remind the hon. Provincial
Secretary that the next meeting took place in
May.
Hon. Prov. Sec’y said that the Council of

public Instruction intended to bring the mat-
ter to the notice of the Commissioners before
their next meeting.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that a peti-

tion had been sent to him, -which he begged
leave to present, from William Craig—who
had been connected with the post office in this

province longer than any other official in the
British Empire—praying that the pension now
allowed to him should be paid in currency in-

stead of sterling. The hon. gentleman
strongly urged the claims of petitioner for his
past services, and stated that so Strong was
the force of habit, that even now, although re-

ceiving no pay for it, petitioner was in the ha-
bit of attending the office and assisting in the
discharge of its duties.
Mr. Millr also advocated the right of peti-

tioner to receive additional remuneration.
Hon. Prov. Secy., by command laid on the

table the report of the Chief Engineer of Rail-
ways upon the progress of the Pictou exten-
sion—and in reply to a question of Mr. An-
nand stated that the report of that officer upon
the Intercolonial survey was in the hands of
the printer, and would soon be laid before the
House.
The House adjourned until Mondav at three

o’clock.
Monday, April 10.

House met at 3 o’clock.
Mr. LeVesconte enquired what decision

the government had arrived at as regards
petitions for aid towards the improvement of
Grand River and Barrasois Harbor.
Hon. Fin. Sec. replied that the government

had not sufficient information in their posses-
sion to justify them in taking any action.
During the ensuing season they, would have a
survey made of the work, and then they
would be prepared to take the matter into
their consideration.
Mr. Miller enquired whether the govern-

ment intended to do anything in reference to
the petition for the improvement of the harbor
of Ariel? at. The harbor was resorted to by a
large number of vessels, but in consequence of
the beach having given way it would soon
become useless unless something was done to
improve it.

Mr. LeVescont* corroborated the remarks
of his colleague. Unless something was done
pretty soon the harbor would be destroyed.
Hon. Fin. Sec. said that although the gov-

ernment were desirous to give aid to such
works as these, they did not see their way
clear to make any provision this session for
this work. During the year it was probable
that the engineer would be instructed to make
a survey of the locality, and the government
might next year be in a position to deal with it.

Mr. Locke introduced a bill to naturalize
Seth C. Howes and Whitman B. Long.
The following bills were read a third time.
A bill to amend the county assessment law,

to incorporate the Royal Lodge ofFreemasons,
to amend the law relating to Agriculture—for
the appointment of new Trustees for the Hali-
fax Grammar School, and an act sent down
from the Legislative Council to remove doubts
concerning the solemnization of certain mar-
riages.
Some discussion took place upon a clause of

this latter act exempting causes now pending
in the court of marriage and divorce from it§

operation.
The hon. Prov. Sec. doubted the propriety

of the clause.
Mr. Blanchard and the hon. Attorney ex-

plained the necessity for the exempting clause,
greater strictness was required as regards the
proof of marriages in criminal cases than in
civil. The effect of leaving out this clause
might be to make jjarties guilty of a crime,
which they were not now legally amenable
for.

Mr. Blanchard introduced a bill to amend
the new revised statutes. He explained that
some errors had crept in, not so much from
the fault of the revisors, as from hasty legis-

lation, the effect of one law upon another, not
having been properly considered. The hon.
gentlemen explained the amendments in de-
tail.

The house resolved itself into committee on
bills and passed the following: To amend the
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act of incorporation of St. Matthew’s Church;
to provide for the salary of the governor’s pri-

vate secretary; to change the name of Ratch-
ford river; to incorporate the Baptist Foreign
Missionary Board; to amend the law relating

to juries; to incorporate the oak point pier

company; relating to certain road monies in

the couuty of Hants
;
further to amend the li-

cense law.
After some slight discussion Mr. MacDon-

nell agreed to strike out the third clause of the
latter act.

Then the committee adjourned.
Mr. Pryor, chairman of the militia commit-

tee, reported.
The report amongst other things recommends

that effective volunteer companies which shall

return 60 effectives at the end of the year, shall

receive $4 a year per man, and that Sergeant
Major Brecken’s pay should he increased to

$600 a year. '

The report was laid on the table for future
consideration.
Then the house adjourned until half-past 7

o’clock the same evening.

TinsriON" OP1 THE COLONIES.
Speech of the Mon Pr®r. Secretary

Dr. Tupper then rose and addressed the

house as follows; Mr Speaker I beg leave to

mo're the following resolution:—
“Whereas under existing circumstances an imme-

diate Union of the British American Colonies has be-

come impracticable, and whereas a legislative Union
of the Maritime Provinces is desirable whether the
larger Union be accomplished or not

:

“Therefore Resolved, That in the opinion of this

House the negotiations for tne Union of Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick, and P. E. Island should be renewed
in accordance with the resolution passed at the
last Session of the Legislature.”

EXPLANATORY.

In moving the resolution it will he respectful

to this bouse and to the people of this province,

that I should explain the proceedings which
were taken upon the resolution which was pas-

sed at the last session of this Legislature, and
the various circumstances connected with the

events that occurred in the consideration of that

resolution. This house passed a resolution au-

thorizing the appointment of five delegates to

confer with others to be appointed by the pro-

vinces ot New Brunswick and P. E. Island, for

the purpose of devising a scheme of Union for

these three Maritime provinces. The govern-
ment in the discharge of the duty devolving
upon them by that resolution, appointed five

delegates who attended a conference which
was arranged at Charlottetown between the

different provinces for the purpose of deal-

ing with that question. Previous, however,
to that conference being assembled the Gover-
nor Ceneral applied to the Lieutenant Gover-
nors of the three Maritime provinces for

permission for a deputation of the members of
the Canadian government to attend the proposed
Conference for the purpose of explaining to

them the views anc^ opinions of the government
of Canada, and the attitude which that Province
held at that time in connection with the ques-

tion of Colonial Union. I presume that there
is no member in this House who would be dis-

posed to question the entire propriety of these
gentlemen being received at that Conference of
the Maritime Provinces. I presume t at when
called upon to engage in the consideration of a
question so great as a change in the constitu-
tion of our country, that no intelligent man
can be found within or without those walls who
would not consider that a Conference of these
Maritime Provinces would have been wanting
in their duty to the country, if they hesitated
for a single moment on such an occasion to avail

themselves of every source of information in
their power touching the question of Colonial
Union in British America When I had the
honor of moving the resolution which received
the unanimous concurrence of this House at its

last session, I d d not disguise for a single mo*
ment that whilst I looked upon a Union of the
Maritime Provinces as desirable, that the go-
vernment introduced that scheme to the Legis-
lature in the absence of any grounds of hope
that the larger and more important Union of
British North America was at that time prac-

ticable or could be effected. I did not conceal
from the house for a single instant the opinions
which I conscientiously entertained, that the in-

terests of British America would be largely pro-
moted by a union of Canada with the Maritime
Provinces

;
but I drew the attention of gentle-

men on that occasion to the grounds I had for

believing that at that time such a union was im*
practicable. I drew the attention of the house
to the difficulties that existed, as I believed, on
the part of both Upper and Lower Canada in re-

lation to a union with the Maritime Provinces.
I also referred to some of the objections which
existed on the part of the Maritime Provinces
in relation to a union with Canada, and propo ed
the resolution already referred to. Whilst ad-
vocating, as zealously as I was able, the advan-
tages that would accrue from the larger union I
proposed that of the Maritime Provin-
ces as the only step that was available
to us at that time and a step which, so tar from
conflicting in the slightest degree with a Union
of all British North America, was actually one
in that very direction. It will be also recollect-

ed that gentlemen on both sides of this house,
whilst giving their concurrence and support to
the resolution, did not hesitate to express the
preference which they had for a union of all

British North America, and even went at length
into arguments to show that the advantages
which were likely to come from a union of the
Maritime provinces were comparatively insigni-
ficant with those which would result from the
larger scheme. In these sentiments I entirely
and heartily concurred, as will be in the reooll-
ect on of gentlemen who refer to the Speech
which I made on that occasion.

THE QUEBEC CONFERENCE.
When the conference which, as I have al-

ready stated, met at Charlottetown, they recei-
ved a deputation of members of the Canadian
government for the purpose of giving them an
opportunity of placing before us the views
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End opinions of the government of Canada
in relation to this subject. Several meet-
ings took place at which these gentlemen
at length explained the position of Can-
ada, and the attitude which she then held, on
the quesfon of Colonial Union. I need scarcely

remind the House that the only two objections

whic^ existed on the part of the Mari'ime Pro-
vinces— the only two points in which I intimated

that any hostility might be found in the Mari-
time Provinces to the union with Canada, were
the large debt which Canada had and the financial

condition of that country—that whilst her debt

was very much larger than th it of the Maritime
Provinces, and the government had been obliged

to meet the Parliament annually with a large

deficit, we were able to exhibit a large s rplus

revenue. When we ascertai ed that a govern-

ment had been formed in Canada with the

avowed and ostensible object of effecting a union
of the' Maritime Provinces with that country

—

that both of the great parties which existed in

that Province hsd united upon a common plat-

form with a view of uniting all British America

—

that the debt of Canada and that of the Maritime
Provinces could be arranged in such a manner
as to enable all to enter the Confederation upon
terms of perfect equality, and that Canada was
prepared to offer to the Maritime Provi ces that

for every dollar of less debt that any one of

them had relatively to Canada according to

population they were prepared to pay to such
province interest annually — when we found m
addition to that that the financial condition of

the country had so improved that instead of

closing the financial year with a deficit she was
able to show a surplus — when we saw
that the prominent objections—those which had
been raised here as the only objections that lay

in the way of a Union of the Maritime Provin-

ces with Canada—had been removed — we felt

we might then fairly arrive at the conclusion

that we would be consulting not only the inter-

ests but the wishes ot the respective Legisla-

tures and people we represented, if we entered

upon the larger and more important question of

a Union of all British North America Thatae
tion ha3 been so strongly challenged upon the

part of the Press and of a number of public men
in these various provinces, that 1 think it right

I should detain the house for a few moments
whilst I offer to them some of the reasons which

the government of this province hsd for believ-

ing that in adjourning the question of a Union
of these Provinces, and in taking up the larger

question of a confederation of all British North
America, they were acting in accordance with

the views of the Legislatures and with the sen-

timents of the people of this country.

PAST ASPECT OF T3E QUESTION OE UNION.

I need not go back ten years to remind the

House ot the position which this question oc-

cupied in 1854 when Mr. Johnston, the

leader of th? Conserative party in this province,

moved a resolution proposing a union of the

British North America or a i nion of Canada,

with the Maritime Provinces
;
that sentiment,

instead of exciting hostility—of meeting with

antagonism, received the favorable consideration
of the House, and, as far as could be judged,
of the people of this province. At that time I

need hardly remind the House that Mr. Young,
a prominent member of this Leg’islature, gave
in his adherence to the advantages that would
be derived from a union of these provinces, and
further expressed a strong opinion in favor of a
federal union of British America On that oc-
casion Mr Howe, also one of the most promin-
ent members of the Legislature, instead of op-

posing union, placed upon record his opinion
during the discussion of the question, that it be
were unable to obtain what he considered
better, namely representation in the Imperial
Parliament, he would be prepared to support
a federal union of all B N. A. But I shall

come down to a latter period when I had the
honour of delivering a lecture at the opening of

the Mechanics Institute at St. Jotm, New
Brunswick, in 1860, and I took that opportunity,

as a public man, of drawing the attention of
these provinces to the great importance of a

union of all British North America, and to the

great advrmtages that would .flow from a conso-
lidation of these provinces with Canada. That
lecture was repeated in various parts of this

province, and I can only say that, testing as I

did the public opinion of this country, neither in
the press nor by any expression of the pub-
lic s nt menfc in any shape whatever, was
I led to believe that the views which I had
propunded as a public man did not meet
with the entire approval and concurrence
of the people of these provinces. A year
afterwards, in 1861, bon Mr. Howe, then
leader of the government in this Province,
proposed formally in this Legislature a series of

resolutions in which he declared that many and
great advantages would result from the union of
all the Provinces, and in which he asked the
concurrence of this House to just such a con-
ference as was recently held at Quebec for the
purpose of examining the question, and ascer-
taining whether it would be practicable to unite
these Provinces under one government. The
House is well aware that although this resolu-

tion was proposed at a time when party antagon-
ism was- as rife as at any time in cur history

—

when parties were closely balanced in this house
—when a fierce struggle was going on in this

Legislature for the government of the country

—

yet in the presence of that proposal all party
hostility gave way, and it met not only with
warm support from the opposition benches, but
with the entire approval and concurrence of this

Legislature. Certainly there were no grounds
for supposing that the public sentiment of this

country was rot in the highest degree favorable

to a union with Canada But coming down to

a later period, Mr. McGee visited these Prov-
inc s, and I cannot menu n that hon. gentle-

man’s name without paying at the same time a

just tribute to the great claims lie has upon the

people cf British North America If there is a

statesman in British North’ America of whom
our country many be justly proud it is that

hon. gentleman, and if he has one claim to the



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 205

gralitnde of the people of these provinces grea-

ter than another it is owing to the fact that

through his public Provincial career his great

intellect, his great powers have been directed

towards.consolidating all British North Ameri-
ca. His great powers have been brought
into play earnestly and effectually in removing
class, party, and religious antagonism—in fact,

every antagonism that could divide the people

that inhabit British North America and to di-

rect their mind and attention to the great value

of the institutions they possess, and to the best

means of consolidating and perpetuating those
institutions That hon gentleman, in response
to a request made to him, delivered a lecture on
the consolidation of British North America, and
tns eai of being met by any demonstration on
the part of the people or the press of this coun-
try that would lead any public man to suppose
that a Union of British North America was not in

the highest degree acceptable, he delivered that

brilliant oration amid the plaudits of a large,

influential and intellectual audience in this ciry,

and at the conclusion a vote of thanks was mo-
ved by hon. Mr. Johnston, and seconded by
Mr. Howe. Chal'enged ss the government have
been with having failed in their duty to the
people of this country when they permitted
the discussion of the question of Union with
Canada, it is but right that I should turn to

the sentiments not only delivered by leading
statesmen of two parties in this country, but
delivered in the presence of an influential body
of cipzens and received and accepted by the
int lgent press of the country, as deserving,
in k® highest degree, of the approval of the
people. Hon. Mr Johnston said, in moving a
vote c-f thanks to Mr. McGee :

—

“ io himself it had been the occasion 01 peculiar
interests, inasmuch as the subject of it was one on
which iiis own mind had been for a long time occupi-
ed. He had long

j
been desirous that we would rise

above our isolation and littleness, and occupy a posi-
tion far superior to any we have done.”
‘‘He knew that we Lave some public men that have

become eloquent on the greatness and resources of
Nova Scotia; but notwithstanding all that had been
said, and it might be natural to say a great deal, he
could not avoid coming to the conclusion that we
were very small in deed. Why the entire of the in-
habitants of this Province would not be more than
sufficient to fill a first class city. We have got the
elements of greatness and self-government, but on a
very small scale. The same many be said of New
Brunswick. The latter Province is a noble country

;

and Canada we know is replete with inexhaustible
stores of wealth and greatness. And looking far
back we ask what shall comprise her bounds, broad and
unlimited in their expanse? It is, then, our duty not
only to the present, but also the succeeding genera-
tions, to effect a union of the wThole, Canada, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, having
one interest and one cause. It has been said by some
that we can do little in moulding our future condi-
tion

; but I say that we can do much, and it is our
duty to look into the future and provide for it. We
may also waken up ‘o the necessity ol giving the ques-
tion its due importance when, perhaps, it may be
Bomewhat too late.”

Mr. Howe, in seconding that resolution,
said

:

“ Mr. Howe went on to remark that it would be in
justice to the lecturer to say more, further than he
was with him in all he said. He was for a Union of
ail tire British North American Provinces, but he was
lor an Intercolonial Railroad first. Then the road

would bring about the Union. It would enable the
Canadians to see our faces, to become familiar with
us, and to see the number of 1000 ton-ships which
we are building, which with our other
wealth and resources, we are willing to throw
into the one great stock. He thought a Union should
not be delayed till we had drifted into difficulties. How
short sighted were the English statesmen of old who
lost them the thirteen States, when the difficulty

could have been arraigned in a month, the horrors of
the Revolutionary war prevented, and ail our race
living at peace and harmony at present without bick-
ering and animosity which prevails in their midst.
Talk of the fall of Quebec being a source of sorrow
to the inhabitants of this Province. It would be
more. If the St. Lawrence were in the hand of our
enemies we should be compelled to beg permsssion to
tear down the British flag. What he wished for NT.

Scotia was that she may be the lrontage of a mighty
Colony; upon which it may be truly* said the sun ne-
ver set. No man can look upon Halifax and its en-
virons, its harbor, its citadel, and say it was made for
this Province alone.”

“ The United States has drifted into a civil war ; and
we may drift into a tight place from which it will be
difficult to extricate ours Ives. The States might as-

sail us
;
but if we had a railway by which troops could

be sent from Quebec or other military stations to the
threatened point we would be saved. Mr. Howe,
said that he hoped when Mr. McGee returned to Ca-
nada he would be able to say “I have been down
among those people who live on fish and lobsters,
and there 1 seen keen politicans bickering upon small
topics, but when the great subject of national union
was brought before them then all miner difference
was disregarded and I found them uniting and push-
ing and cheering me on in this labor of love.”

These sentim nts were delivered at the lecture

of Mr McGee amid the plaudits ofone of the most
intelligent audiences in the city, and quoted by
the press from one end of the province to the other,

and met the hearty approval of this country.
I do not make these quotations for the purpose
of bringing into question- the attitude of any
public man in this country. I am now asking
this house to consider whether ike course the
government pursued in appointing delegates to

confer upon the question of a Union of British

North America was not one that they had a
right to suppose would receive the hearty con-
currence of this house, and meet with the en-

thusiastic approval of the people of this country.
It is weil known that after the resolutions

which passed the legislatures of the respective

Provinces had been placed upon the journals,

the Governor nt ot Canada was reorganized by
the combination of both parties upon the avow-
ed pla'forra of endeavoring to form a Union of

all British North America When this fact wa3
made known, what did it evoke? A senti-

ment of hostility on the part of these Provinces ?

No ! Did we who had been suing at the hands
ot Canada as late as 1861 by the act of this

Legislature, and asking, as Mr. Howe did ask,

for a conference such as that recently held at

Quebec—did the people of these provinces when
they learned that the government of Canada had
been reformed and recons ructed upon the basis

of endeavoring to bring about a Union of Bri-

tish North America, view that proposition with
disfavour ? In the Province of New Brunswick,
in the chief city, the ei'izens came together

—

the Board of Trade at the head of the move-
ment—-and one of the firs acts which followed
thar declaration to the world that the g 'verument
of Canada was reconstructed upon such a basis
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as I have stated, was an invitation from St.

John to the government and the united Legisla
tures of that country to come down and receive

an ovation at their hands. Nor was the city of

Halifax slow in following the example, for at a
meeting convened by the Mayor upon a public
requisition in this city, an invitation was extend-
ed by the citizens of Halifax to the Legislature

of Canada to come here and receive an ovation
also at their hands—indicating, as far as it was
possible, that the events which had taken place

in Canada entitled the Government and Legis-
lature of that country to courtesies such as had
never been extended to them before. Although
the Legislature of Canada was not able for*

maily t : accept that invitation, a number of
gentlemen connected with various public posi-

tions in the country came down to St John
and Halitax. I need hardly tell this House
how they were received. So far from having
been met with any spirit of hostility, they were
received with open arms, and the hospitalities

of these two citi s in the two provinces extend-
ed to them in a manner that was worthy of

both. As late as a year ago, in August 1864,
at the public entertainment which was given
in this city, and before the Conference had met
at Charlottetown—when these gentlemen were
received here,—a member of the Canadian go-
vernment, standing at the table, advocated in

the most eloquent terms a Union of all British

North America. That advocacy was received,

as had always been the case in the city of
Halifax, by every demonstration of enthusiasm
and approval that it was in the power of an in-

telligent people to give
;
but more than that, on

that occasion, I took the opportunity of observ-
ing that when I had moved a resolution

lor a Union of the Maritime Proi inces, I did it

with the conviction that an immediate
consolidation of all British North America
was impracticable— and that I hailed with
the utmost satisfaction the evidence that

had been since given that the smaller
Union which we contemplated was likely to be
merged into a far greater and more comprehen-
sive scheme. On that occasion, I need not state

to gentlemen w o are resident in this city. Mr.
Howe again responded in the terms which
he had always been accustomed to use on
this question. He said, although the hour
was late it was ot little consequence, for his

voice had been heard in every chief city not
only Nova of Scotia, and New Brunswick, but of

Canada, advocating the consolidation of all Bri-

tish North America
;
and there he committed

himself, in the m^st unqualified manner, in fa-

vour of such a union— declaring that it was the

dream of his life, and that he would look for-

ward to its realization with the highest satisfac-

tion I do not refer to this as attaching any
great importance to what may fall from Mr.
Howe or myself, but I call attentkm to these

facts to show that when public men on various
occasions gave in their hearty adhesion to a pro-

posal to unite Canada with the Maritime Pro-
vinces. so far from the sentiments they pro-

pounded sinking them in public estimation so

far from the press and people of this country ex-

pressing their dissent from the course that was
pursued—that in the light of the fact that a
Conference was to be held at Charlottetown, and
that a deputation of the Canadian Governmen
were to attend this Conference with a view of
endeavouring to accomplish the larger Union of
British North America, as far as the public
men of this or the other Provinces are con-
cerned, there was every reason to believe that
what was proposed met with the entire approval
and the concurrence of the people. As I have
already stated the Canadian deputation received
—and after much consultation and deliberation,

the most prominent public men in all these Pro-
vinces came to the conclusion that there was a
fair and legitimate prospect to believe that
at another conference they would be able to <ie-

vise such measures for a Union as would se-

cure the confidence, co operation, and assent of

all hese Provinces. Under these circumstan*
ces the Canadian delegates returned home, and
the Governor General, acting upon their ad-

vice. and under the sanction of the Crown,
given in the most emphatic terms, invited the
appointment of delegates from the maritime
provinces for the purpose of taking into consi -

deration the question of the wider Union. That
action has been challenged as an unconstitu-
tional proceeding. I will not, in an assembly
like this, attempt any vindication of the strict

constitutionality of such a course. Suffice
it to say, there stood upon the journals of the
legislature not only the approval of such a
course as that, but the declaration of the Colo-
nial Secretary that the British government
would be ready to pay the utmost deference to

any proposal— that might emanate from any
scheme that might be agreed upon by the gov-
ernments of the different provinces, and author-
izing a conference to be held. The resolution

which passed the house at its last session pro-
vided that whafiver agreement was come fo

should receive the sanction of the differei t

legislatures No action, therefore, was proposed
to be taken by the conference at Quebec which
did not involve the same legitimate course to

be taken. Ail that the legislature had demar ti-

ed— all that the several legislatures and t’ e
imperial government as well had demanded

—

as the necessary constitutional course prelimi-

nary to change the constitution, was observed
by the Quebec conference, and that was a pro-

posal to arrange the scheme of union for these
provinces which should first be submitted to

the imperial government, then to the diff erent

legislatures of these provinces, previous to an
application being made to the imperial authori-
ties to give effect to the scheme by an act passed
by the British parliament. I need not tell the
house that a body of public men assembled at

Quebec—similar to no other body that ever met
together in this or any other country—who not
only represented the governments but both
leading political parties. The result of their

labors was beyond that which the most san-
guine person had a right to expect—that in the
position which we considered British America
to occupy the different public men representing

the diffeient parties and sections into which all



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 207

British America is divided, were able to devise

a common scheme of Union. After the ques-

tion was fully dealt with, a scheme was pre-

sented which, as whole, was accepted by the

conference.

THE ADVANTAGES OP LEGISLATIVE UNION.

The result of that Conference, it will be How
my duty to refer to, for let that scheme occupy
what position it may at this hour, no one can

hesitate to admit that the interests involved in

it are of the most vital consequence. It be-

comes me as a member of the government
of my country,— as a public man respon-

sible to the House and the people for the

views I entertain upon a question of this kind

—

that I should have an opportunity of explaining

and vindicating as I can, the grounds which led

me to concur as I did most heartily in the scheme
proposed for the Union of British North Ameri-
ca. I need not tell the House that a great deal

of discussion has taken j lace in times past as to

w hether a legislative or federal union would be
the best mode by which these Provinces could

be united, and I believe that I will be,able to

show this House that whilst a Legislative Union
was really not practically before us—for there

were difficulties lying in its path such as to ren-
der its adoption impossible—yet the Union
which was devised by the Quebec Conference,
possessed all the advantages of both without
the disadvantages that attended each separately.

No person, who is acquainted with the character

of Legislative Union, but knows, when it is

proposed for a country with the area and extent
of territory that British America possesses, its

realization is attended with great difficulties if

not with insuperable obstacles. No person, who
is acquainted with what has t|iken place in the
Imperial Parliament, but knows that great as

that country has become under a Legislative
Union, yet the difficulties connected with the

Union are such as at this moment to be occupy-
ing the attention of the foremost statesmen of
Great Britain. The difficulties in the way of
a Legislative Union are that the Legislature
has not only to be occupied with the discussi n
of the great and leading questions which touch
the vital interests of every section ol the coun-
try, but to give its attention largely to matters
of merely local concern At present, the Par*
liament is obliged to take up and consider from
five to six hundred local bills. When we consider
that this body of 600 men, — the most influ-
ential and important assemblage of statesmen
in the world, are called upon to give their at-

tention upon some five hundred bil s, which
are not of general but of purely local concern,
you can imagine the difficulty of carrying on
the legislation of s >ch a country. It is n t

trange that under such circumstances the Par-
liament is obliged to sit eight out of twelve
months in order to accomplish the legislation re-

quired at their hands. If a Legislative Union
were devised for British North America the
people occupying the different sections would
not have the guarantee that they have under the
scheme devised, that matters of a local character
would occupy the attention of the local legisla-

tures, whilst those of a general nature would be
entrusted to the General Legislature. There*
fore the scheme that was devised gave the cen-

tralization and consolidation and unity that it

was absolutely indispensable should be given.
On the other hand, instead of having copied the

defects of the federal constitution—instead ©f
having the inherent weakness that must always
attend a system where the local legislatures

only impart certain powers to the government
of the country—quite a different course was
pursued, and it was decided to define the ques-
tions that should be reserved for the local legis-

latures, and those great subjects that should be
entrusted to the general parliament. Therefore,
whilst the unity and consolidation connected
with Legislative Union was obtained on the one
hand, due care and attention to the local matters
interesting to each Province were provided for

by the preservation cf local parliaments, and
these powers were so arranged as to prevent any
conflict or struggle which might lead to any dif-

ficulty between the several sections.

OUR CONNECTION WITH GREAT BRITAIN
STRENGTHENED.

Instead of looking to the Union of British

North America as tending to weaken the bond
of connection that binds us to the parent state, no
one w o reads the resolutions of the conference
but must see that there was placed in the fore*

front the principle that that bond should be
strengthened, and that we should be connected
with the parent state by a more indisoluble tie

than ever before existed. I need not tell the

house that these results have been submitted to

the attention of the Imperial Government, and
the statesman of England have looked upon
them not as likely to separate these dependen-
cies, but as the best means of uniting them more
indiaolubly to the crown. I need not state that

the same bond which exists -between Cana-
da and England—between Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and England, was conceived, and
that when the scheme contemplated that the
Queen should place a Viceroy or Governor-
General over these dependencies thus united,

the surest guarantee w s given that the great
object was to preserve the bonds that connect
us with the parent state. And that view has
been accepted not only by the goverment but
by the people and press of England, and by
statesmen in every quarter of the globe.

LOCAL GOVERNORS.

A great deal or stress has been laid on the
fact that whilst the Governor General should
be appointed by the Crown, the connection be-
tween these Provinces and the British Govern-
ment would be weakened, because it was pro-
posed that the local governors should not be
appointed as at present. Those who examine
the subject will find very little on which to base
that argument. Every person must see that
it was important that the local governments in
each province should be so united with the
general government under the Governor-General
as to ensure harmony and co operation, and
that it therefore became necessary that n altera-
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tion should be made as to the appointment of

the Lieutenant Governors. But I would invite

the attention of the house to the character of

that alteration. What was proposed ? That the

people of each province should eleet their gov
«rnor? No. Whatever favor that view might
have met from some parties, it was not the
principle laid down by the conference at Quebec.
It wili be found that the same means by which
the governor is appointed to day would exist

under the scheme of the conference. Who
appoints the Governor General and the Lieute-

nant Governors at tlrs day ? If there i3 a por-

tion of imperial patronage which is more than
another placed wiihha the personal control of

the individual who exercises it, it is the appoint-

ment of Colonial Governors In ease of a
vacancy in any one of these dependencies, the

man who fills it up L the Right Hon. Mr.
Cardwell sitting n the Colonial office. I would
ask, whether under this scheme, when it has
been plainly stated by the British government
that it would become necessary that they should
supply from the ablest British statesmen a Go-
vernor or Viceroy, whether the Crown and the

people would not have the same guarantee for

that influence and control over the appointment
of local governors that is exercised now. The
difference would be this : Instead of a Colonial
Secretary appointing the Lieutenant Gov ernor
the Queen’s- representative sitting at the head
of the government of United Briiish America,
himself asresponsible as a minister of the Crown,
would be called upon to discharge that duty,
and, at the same time, harmony would be < b

tained between the local and general govern-
ment, and the influence of the crown would be
as effective as it exists at the present moment.
The people of British North America would be
in a position to exercise an amount of influence

in the selection of the local governors which
the -

,
of courseK cannot do under existing cir-

cumstances.

POWERS OF GENERAL GOVERNMENT.
It was proposed, as I stated before, that all

the questions of leading general importance
should be entrusted to the general government.
There are some thirty-seven in number, but I

will only at present draw the attention of the

house to some of the mo:e important points:

“The regulation of trade and commerce; the Im-
position and Regulation of Excise Duties; the Postal
Service; Militia, Military, and Naval Service; Cur-
rency and Coinage: Criminal Law; appointment of
Judges of the Supreme Courts.

POWERS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.
To the local governments were res rved

powers of an im crtant character, though of a
local interest, which could be exercised without
any interference whatever with the unity and
strength of the central government. The con
construction of the local governments was to be
left to the local legislatures themselves.

The establishment and tenure of Local Offices, and
appointment and payment of Local Officer-*

;
Educa-

tion; Sale and Management of Public Lands; Local
Works; The Administration of Justice, Property and
Civil Rights.

I ha' e only referred to some of the more im-

portant powers that would be given to the local

and general governments respectively. The
local governments would not interfere with the
powers of the general government, or
weaken its strength and unity of action, bat
would be able to deal with such questions as

touch the local interests of the country—the
construction of roads and bridges, public works,
eivil jurisdiction, &c.

THE DEBT.

As I stated before the debt of each province
was settled upon a principle that I think will

commend inself to the aproval of every man in

British North America, and that is that each
province should enter the confederation with
precisely the same debt, and if any section was
ia the position that the construction of local pub
lie works did not necessitate the raising of the
debt to the same proport onate extent as that ot

Canada, she should receive from the public
revenue the difference I need not detain
the House upon that branch of the sub
ject, for in the first case it gave to New
Brunswick, and Nova 8cotia a margin to

raise their debt to that point which was required
to complete their public works, and at the same
time left them in the position that if the money
was not expended it should be credited to them.

THE QUESTION OF THE SUBSIDY.

There is another question that has occupied
a great deal of attention, a id that is the subsidy.
It has been stated that the subsidy was insuffi-

cient, and that a great mistake was made oy the
delegates who placed the amount at 80 cents

a head, and based it on the census of 1861, in-

stead of making it a larger su n in the first

instance, and allowing it to increase according
as the population increased If the delegates

from the m ritime provinces did not secure suffi-

ciently good terms, f may say frankly, if we
came back not having obtained that fair consi-

deration and justice to the provinces which we
had a right to demand at the hands of the

conference, the fault was our own. The
business of that conference was carried on
by vote by provicnes. and the maritime
colonies, instead of standing in a position

to allow Canada to dictate her own terms,

and being compelled to accept them, they
held a position which gave them a great advan-
tage. The vote upon every question, as I have
said, was taken by provinces. Every member
of that Conference had it in his power to advo-
cate his individual opinions to the best of ffis

ability ;
but when it came to a vote, the majo-

rity of the delegates from each province decided
what its vote should be ;

and therefore, when it

is seen that Canada had onlv two votes, and
that the Maritime Provinces had four, it is evi-

dent that if the latter—whose interests were
identi al—did not receive a fair amount of con-

sideration it was not bee use they did not

stand in a position to obtain i\ I have no hesi-

tation, however, in going further and saj ing, if

there is any fault to be lound with the subsidy

to carry on the local governments —the amount
necessary to supplement the local funds that
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«*eh 'fireviffce would hare at i*» disposal to carry

oa the local governments—the blame must

Test, in a large decree, upon the delegates

from the provinces, for that subsidy was

ixed tn a large extent upon the requirements

or what we believed to be the necessi les of N»*a
&eo*ia, and arranged upon a basis that we felt

was necessary ia order to meet local exigencies

in this Province. We felt it was to the advan

tage of this Province as well as of British North

America that vhe subsidy should be placed at as

low * figure as possible, lor the simple reason

that 410 cents a head was a tax that would rt-st

upon the people of British North America and

upon Nova Scotia in common. To have in-

crenaed that subsidy to 00 cents would have

made a very iusignificanr diU rence to be re-

ceived by the people of this Province, but w Ken

-applied to the mi lions of Canada it would have

amounted to a large aggregate to he drawn
annually for ever ho n the general revenue of

the whole eoun ry in which we would have a

common interest Therefore it was of the high-

est importance to the pe* pie of this small pro

vince with a *ra*ll population -to fix the subsidy

art the smallest amount iu order to lessen the

burthens which the people of British North
America, and especially of the lower provinces,

would be called upon to sustain W« felt that

t e same principle dictated to us as a matter of

«etnmen prudence that we should fix the sub-

sidy upon the census of 1861. We felt, too,

that the population of Upp~r Canada might be

.xpeeted to intense in a greater raio than any
other part of British North America, and the

result wou'd be that «a enormous drain would
thus bp made upon the general r venue if the

subsidy were not stationary As the population

increased it would be but 70 then €0, then bO

cents, instead *t fixing forever 80 cents upon
the people We believed, after making & care-

ful calculation, which it wi-1 not be n cessary

to go into at this time that in fixing he amount
at 80 Gen s, we sufficiently consulted the local

interests of the country, and the different ser-

vices for which it was necessary to provide.

JSJEPRBSBSrrATIOIC BY POPITI* ATIOJT.
I must glance now at one or two points that

were arranged at that Conference for the go-
vernment of British North America. The prin-
ciple of representation by population was
adopted, and there have been found people in
this Province to question its soundness and
judiciousness. It has been said that it is a
false principle, and that therefore it should
have been repudiated aud rejected—that it was
not one which Conservatives ought to support.
It will not be necessary to go into any elabo-
rate defence of representation by population,
as applied to British Ameriea. That principle
was approved twenty-five years ago, by a
statesman as distinguished as Lord Durliam.
It was stated by him, in a report w hich will
make his name ever famous in the annals of
British America, aud I m xy say Great Britain,
that it was the only true and safe principle
which the Legislatures aud Governments
could be constructed in British America. That
eminent statesman predicted, 25 years ago,
in reference to Canada, that, if they undertook
to ignore the principle of representation by po-

27

pulation, the day would com* when the country
would be rent in twain. Who does not, know
the difficulties that arose from the false princi-

ple that was. apt died at the time of the union
of (he Canadas, in order to give the ascendan-
cy t@ Upper Canada, whose population at the
time was less than that of Lower Canada?—
Who does not knowtli it the prediction of Earl
Durham has been verified? and the time has
come when that country has been convulsed,
in order to rid themselves of a principle so un-
sound as that a certain number of people in a
certain locality shall have an amount of repre-
sentation arranged not according to their num-
bers, but exhibiting a disparity w th some
other section. But were we to put ourselves in

the position of saying that the intelligence of
our people was such—that the want of intellect

aud ability amongst us was so marked, that, ia
order to have sufficient influence in a legisla-

tive assembly in British North America, we
should demand that the principle of repre-
sentation by population shmi Id be ignored?

—

When it is sai l that the principle should be
discountenanced by Conservatives, l call the
attention of the house to the fact that the Que-
bec scheme has been submitted to the most
severe ordeal that any scheme of constitutional
government could be subjected to, and to a tri-

bunal perhaps as competent to pass upon it as
any in the world—I mean the Government and
people of England, as represented by a press
which for standing, character, ami intelligence
is not equalled in any part of the civilized

world. I ask any public man to show me, al-

though the scheme has been rigidly examined,
a single statement ill the press of England, or
of any other country, calling into question the
soundness of the principle of representation by
population, as applied to British North Ameri-
ca. I have examined all the criticisms I could
have access to, aud I have yet to find a single
press that has objected to the application of
that principle. It has been said that, assum-
ing the p: iuciple to be right, it would neverthe-
less place these provinces in a position that
would jeopardise the interests of the people in
connection with this scheme of government. I
would ask this house to consider that, iu the
first place, under that principle Nova Scotia
would be entitled to 19 representatives in all

in a parliament of 191 members. I would ask
this house, when any man ventures to question
whether the 19 members or the 47, would not
have a fair share of influence in the united par-
liament, to look at the only criterion by which
it is possible to come to any conclusion on the
subject. Look across the Atlantic at the par-
liaiueutof England—at the House of Commons
of 600 tn mbers—where the parties into which
the country are divided, the Liberals aud Con-
servatives, are separated by lines less strong
than thqge which divide Upper and Lower Ca-
nada, and must divide them for a century to
come. There you will see a dozen independ-
ent men controlling parties and influencing the
destinies of the country. Is not this evidence
that in a British American parliament of 194
members the representatives of the Maritime
Provinces would render it impossible for their
interests to be ignore! or set aside. It may be
said they would not be uuited—personal anta-
gonism would arise to keep them divided. I
grant it. But the moment that parliament
would attempt to touch the interests of any
part of these Maritime Provinces, would yon
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not see tiiem forced into such a combination as
would enable them to.diotate to any party that
wpui.i attempt to override t-beth. Go to Cana-
dy and take your illustration there. Not 19,
hut three or four members only, for years, have
die; hted which party should control the go-
vqr mient of the country.

'J iierefore I feel that this principle is not o*dy
just in itself but is one that gave to the Mari-
time Provinces all the control and influence to
which they vv- re entitled. Look agaiu at the
Parliament of England and you would see,
although Ireland has an insignilieant number
of members—insignificant in a numerical point
of view in comparison to what Nova Scotia
would stud into a British American Parlia-
ment—yet for years they have occupied that
position that they can dictate to the Parliament
which party shall govern the country. But I
ii£ed not go to Canada, or Ireland, or England,
for illustrations to bear out my statement. I
have only to look at our own legislature to see
the comparatively small island of Cape Bre-
ton die ariug its terms and policy to the govern-
ment of the country—all that is necessary is

for h«r small number of representatives to
combine upon any question of public policy,
and she obtains wrhat she requires.
Mr. Ruukinot—Cape Breton was not repre-

sented at the Conference; and at the present
moment she has not a single representative at
tj»e i outicil Board.

. Dr. Tupper—

T

he lion, member knows right
well that all that is necessary at any time for
tlie members of Cape Breton is to express their
tri'hos on any question and they will receive
every consideration. Any government that
refused to meet them on their own terms would
receive a fatal blow. I confess I would have
been ashamed to say in the conference that
Nova Scoti i/s position was such that in order
to have influence and control in a parliament
of 15)4 members she would require to send
tuore than 19 men. Mr. Howe told the people
of this couutry ten years ago that all that he
required would be two men in the British Par-
ham nit in or er to have the mining monopoly
broken down in a single night’s discussion.
^Teu years after he marie the statement, I would
ieei that I was occupying a position that my
couutrymen would never forgive if I said that
the intellect of this Province was at so low an
ebb that she could not send 19 members that in
point of weight and energy and ability would
nor- protect our interests iu the general parlia-

ment pLumted British America.

TI1E REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

But was our representation in the Commons
dhe only guarantee that our rights would not
i»e trampled upon. It is ample security; but!
am ready to show the house that the most ex-
.tvn vagauc demand that could enter* into the
mind of any man was conceded in the scheme
pi government for these Provinces. I need not
tell this house of the poteut influence that is

exercised in legislation by the Legislative
Council. We have seen several striking ex-
amples of questions on which three-fourtlis of
this body concurred, and yetthis house did nut
succeed iu attaining its object because it did
not meet with the concurrence of the Upper
Branch. It requires two to make a bargain
and pass a law. I ask you, then, if y»ou wish
for a guarant ee that the security of the people
of the Maritime Provinces will never be ig-

nored, could you have a stronger one than
that 600,000 people in these Maritime Pro-
visoes should have obtained, under such a con-
stitution, the same representation in the
Upper Branch as was given to Upper < anada
with 1.4UOOOO, and to Lower Canada with
1,100,000. This we have for all time to come,
although Upper Canada may increase to mil-
lions of people. Then 1 would ask the intelli-
gent. people of this country if the parties who
devised the constitution did not give as all the
security that our .rights and interests could de-
mand.
THE NECESSITY FOR UNION—A PLEA FOR

NATIONALITY.
I have glanced at the more leading features

connected with the constitution, and it will be
perhaps desirable that I should show what ne-
cessity there existed, and what ground there
was for having this union. I have already
called the attention of the house to the singu-
lar fact that rife as party feeling bus been in
this country —that strong as has been The divi-
sions and lines of detnarkation between exist-
ing parties—from the time the great question
of nuion was first submitted to the notice of
the legislature and people of this country

,
there

has been an amount of unanimity of sentiment
among all classes of public men of all parties,,
such as has never been exhibited on any other
question, it is not singular that such should
be the case when we look at our present posi-
tion. Who is there that does not feel that the
first, principles of manhood imprinted in the*
breast of man is that the country with which
he is connected should occupy a position of in-
fluence of which he need not be ashamed?"
Who is there with a spark of manliness in his
bosom that does not feel that he has a right to
be proud of his couutry in proportion to the
position it occupies in the scale of nations t
need not tell the house that surrounded as we
are by many blessings—owing fealty as we do
to the first empire in the woild—enjoying the
protection of one of the greatest powers on the
globe—having free institutions in all their en-
tirety—possessing as we do peace atid plenty,
—that we enjoy advantages Tor which we
ought to be profoundly grateful; but I can dis-
cover no other cause why there has been so
great a co-operation among all classes of intel-

ligent people of our country in respect to a
union of these colonies than the desire that
possessing these advantages we should at the
same time advance to a more national position
and render our institutions more secure. Who
does not feel mortified when he takes up the
report of the discussion that recently took
place in the Commons, and finds that although
the subject under debate was the security of
British America, yet the only one of the pro-
vinces that appeared to be known to British
statesmen—that was deemed worthy of their

notice—was Canada.
We have had evidence of the most tangible"

and positive character, both in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, how insignificant is our
position in the estimation of the parent state.

What was the complaiut when the Reciprocity
Treaty was submitted to the house, that cam?
from both sides? That the Imperial Parlia-

ment, in negotiating that treatyT
,
had not

thought it necessary to ask the opinion of No-
va Scotian statesmen, although the great fishe-

ries that surrounded this country were to ba
surrendered. Mr. Johnston was invited by tha
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Lieutenant Governor, although iu opposition
at that time, to go in conjunction with Mr.
Young to attend, the meeting of delegates, tor
the purpose of considering the question. He
found, however, that he was required to give
his assent to what had been done already.—
Therefore, in the arrangement of a treaty so
intimately affecting our interests, the views of
not a single public man in Nova Scotia were
considered worthy of attention, and I presume
it was the same with New Brunswick.
Where was New Brunswick when a large

slice was cut oft* from her territory—when the
whole of British. North America was disfigured
by the Ashburton Treaty? The opinion of a
single statesman iu New Brunswick was uot
asked.
The fact is, if we are known at all across tne

Atlantic, notwithstanding the immense resour-
ces of these Maritime Provinces, it is because
we happen to be contiguous' to Canada. Every-
thing connected with our interests tells us of
the insignificance of our position. Therefore it

is not a matter of surprise, in view of
these facts, arid of the position we occupy,
that the intelligent men of these Provinces
have long since come to the conclusion that, if

these comparatively small countries are to
have any future whatever in connection with
the crown of England, it must be found iu a
consolidation of all British North America. I
regret that this harmony does not exist down
to the present moment, but I am dealing with
the position the question occupied at the time
these negotiations were going ou.

OUR TRADE WILL BE INCREASED BY UNION.
Who does not know that if these Provinces

are ever to o cupy a position that will increase
the wealth of the country, it must be through
the expansion of our trade?
What trade, worthy of the name, can a coun-

try, so limited iu extent and sparsely settled,
as our own ever have? When we look across
the border and see the great impetus that was
given to the ’rade of the United States when
they ceased to become separate provinces and
swept away the hostile tariffs that previously
confined them, who cau doubt that if we adopt-
ed a similar policy (but retaining at the same
time our connection with the parent state) and
became one country, the same great results
would accrue. Then, indeed, might we expect
to advance the material prosperity and posi-
tion of all British North America! The only
means by which we can expeet an expansion
of trade is by striking down these hostile ta-
riffs, and having a common commerce for these
provin es. Again you have the difficulties of
trade increased in consequence of each pro-
vince having a currency of its own. If there
is anything that would increase the commerce
and imprv - e the credit of all British North
America, 14 would he such a uuion as would
brmg alnut 4-uch a consolidation of the inte-
rests of the country as would lead the world to
supine that our institutions were based upon a
stable and firm foundation.

OPR CREDIT WILL BE IMPROVED,
There is nothing that lowers the credit of a

eduurry more than the insecurity that attends
such isolation as these provinces exhibit at the
present moment. Who is there that will investmoney iu a country where he believes, owin'*
to its weakness and isolation, its political con-
dition may become changed iu an hoar, and

that all the security that he would have for in-

vestment might at. any moment become mi-
tirely worthless. This is not a mere question
of theory—we have evidence to guide us. There
is the established fact that the moment, it was
made known on the other side of the AM an tie

that the interests of British North America
were to be consolidated, and a firm nationality
created, the credit of the coun try immediately
improved. We have now all the disadvan-
tages of connection with Canada. Who doris

not know that you cannot have a vote
against a Militia measure, or a raid across
the border of that country, hut it act- upon
Nova Scotia, atul our funds are affected

at once in the market of the world. Yet vve

may not exersise the slightest influence over
that vote, or any other matter which acts so
immediately against our own interests Is it

not desirable, then, that these Maritime Pro-
vinces should be iu a position to exercise some
control over acts which so largely affect us,

and iu reference to which we are now power-
less?

OUR GEOGRAPHICAL, POSITION.
Who is there that looks at the geographical

position of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
that does not feel that for us especially r uu».r-

colonial Union is a question of the most vital

importance! Who is there that looks at rhi*

Province, extending into the broad Atlantfo
some 500 miles nearer to the parent state Thau
any other part* of British North America, biit

must see that it is quite impossible we can
ever obtain that position Nature intep.de 1 we
should occupy, except through a Union of
British North America, that will make Nova
Scotia the great highway between two Conti-
nents. Who is there that looks at the magnifi-
cent harbors with which the Province is honey-
combed, but must feel that they were not in-
tended for a commerce we cau now supply, but
for the trade of a mighty nationality, of which
Nova Scotia should be to a large extent the
entrepot Therefore, it is not strange that the
public men of B. N. A, iff view of" tacts bear-
ing upon the trade of the country— of the effect

that would be produced upon us in virtue of
our geographical position—should have con*-
bined to bring about a union Which must tie-

velope the common interests of the country.

OUR GEOLOGICAL ATTRIBUTES.
Look again at the geological position of this

xfoviiice, and you find that if Nature has in-

tended anything in the construction ol ibis

country, it lias been that we should become a
great manufacturing people. You find here
every mineral and resource in the bowels of
the earth that is necessary to place us in that
position. You see’ us, therefore, occupying the
same situation that Great Britain occupies on
the Continent Of Europe. Therefore, looking
at Our geological position, no public man would
fail to see that under proper arrangements i hie

Province might become a gidat hive of indus-
try—the great manufactory for all British
North America; if not for a much larger coun-
try. It is facts like these that brought th©
public men of Novw Scotia to the couolusiqa
that they would be Wanting in their duty $«-

their country if they did not advance by every'
means in their power so desirable a project.,

THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.
Then there is tfie question of the luter-eoto-

nial Railway. If this legislature has ever
shown a great desire to accomplish any pubtia
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work, it has been on the- 1 tercolonial Rail-
way. For tweuty years all parties have been
willing to admit that the construction of this

work was a matter of the most vital concern
to the people of this country. I will not detain
the house by going into any elaborate quota-
tions by which the leading men of these pro-
vinces have, from time to time, shown that
they believed that the question of Intercoloni-

al Railway was fraught, with the most impor-
tant consequences to the advancement, of the
Province ot Nova Scotia, and when I state to

the house that, after every effort has been fried

and failed, this scheme of uniou accomplished
that work on terms such as no man h id ever
ventured to ask for this people. 1 feel that it

is not only in the constitution of the House of
Assembly and the Legislative Council, but
also in respect to this great work, that the de-

legates from the Maritime Provinces brought
back the indisputable evidence of the earnest
disposition of Canada to unite their fortunes
with our owu in a common uuion which should
beTieneficial to all.

It is t;ue it was a matter ofgreat importance
for Canada to obtain this union—that it, opened
Ik door for the removal of the great diffi- allies

that have distracted that country,and whatever
may he the extent and resources of Canada

—

ami they are inexhaustible, and I might almost
aay, illimitable.— it can never occupy the posi-

tion it should except it has a fi;ee, outlet, to (he
ocean. Therefore, if Is not strange that, the de-
legates from the Maritime Provinces came
back not only with the evidence that they
would have in the upper and lower branch all

the guarantees they would require for the ad-
vancement of the country, but actually obtain-

ed a pledge tint New Brunswick and Nova
fecotia shouid secure the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway by paying only two-
twelfths of the cost instead of seven-twelfths
as agreed to by the Legislatures of the two
lower provinces.

IMMIGRATION WOULD BE PROMOTED.
Can there be a doubt that the Uuion of Bri-

tish North America, whilst it would promote
trade and elevate our credit, w'ould also give

-an impulse to immigration that we cannot now
expect. We are now a held of emigration, in-

•tead of one for immigration. Nova Scotia,

without trade, anti commerce, and manufac-
tures, does not afford a field to our young men.
The consequence is, day after day w e see our
bestmen going into other countries, w here they
will occupy a better position, and find an open-
ing for their talents and energies that is denied
to them in their uative Province. Consolidate
British North America, and you will stay and
turu back that tide. You will then restore

tens of thousands of her expatriated sous, who
have gone to other lauds to seek their fortunes,

•ml swell the raulcsof our rivals, if not foes.

OUR SECURITY WILL BE PROMOTED BY
UNION.

I will now glance at the most important point
of all in connection with this questiou, namely,
the security of the country. It is necessary that

1 ©ur institutions should be placed ou a stable
basis, if we are to have that security for life and
property, ami personal liberty, which is so de-
•iraide in every country. It. is quire impossible
to place any country upon a stable ami respec-
table footing v jteie security has not the gua-
rantee of permanency—a gu iiuutee that will

inspire confidence in the world. I do not, in-
tend on an occasion like this to make any in-

vidious allusions to the great neighboring
power near us, but I see events transpiring
around us that would make It, criminal for any
public man to ignore facts which are of the
most vital importance to British North Ame-
rica.

THE LESSON OF THE PRESENT.
Yesterday, British America bordered upon a

country great in its trade and peaceful pursuits
— having a commerce second to none on the
globe; but, yon have seen all that changed as i&

were in a day. Now you see alongside of res

one of the most gigantic military and naval
powers that the world has ever seen There-
fore it behoves us to consider whether any
public man, in view of tlie changed attitude of
that, country would not be wanting in his duty
to tlie Province if he attempted for a single
moment to ignore these circumstances. 1 drew
the attention of the house at ns last session to-

the fact that, British North America had owed
a great deal of its security to the existence of
slavery in the .neighboring republic. Is it not
necessary, in the light of events that haver
come to our knowledge to-day, we should con-
sider how close may be at band the termination
of the great struggle which has convulsed that
great republic with civil war for four years
past

;
tmt, 1 think we may safely predict that,

let the i«sue of that struggle end in any inane
ner wre can possibly conceive, one thing is cer-
tain. and that is, that slavery is doomed. The
great slave power, which so long exercised
control over the destinies of the States, l ha ve
ever looked upon as the best safeguard for
British North America, since it was antagonis-
tic to the acquisition of any anti-slavery terri-

tory, and consequent increase of influence by
the North. Therefore, when we see this gigan-
tic republic relieved from that difficulty, and
becoming one of the greatest military powers
in the world, it is a matter deserving of our
most serious deliberation. I regret to have to
say—nor v onld it be right for me to ignore the
fact—that whilst, I feel it would be for the in-

terests of British North America to preserve
the most amicable relations with the United
States, it is impossible for me to shut my eyes
to the evidence betore me that the tone of that
power is decide, «ly hostile to this couutry. I
deeply deplore that such should be the case;
hut, at, the same time, I would be recreant to
my duty as a public man if 1 did not tell this
house and explain the amount of influence
that these eou-idera ions have had upon my
own mind. Is is known that until recently the
most kindly rela ions existed between tlie

people of British North America and the
United States. Trade was fostered in every
way that was possible—every thing that w omd
promote liarmouy and lree commercial inter-
course was doue. But, bow do we stand to-
day? Whether you regard the public seuti-
ment of that country through the declarations
of its Press, its Parliament, or its Gov eminent,
you can arrive at bu., one conclusion.

(The lion, geutleman then referred, iu sup-
port of his statements, to the establishment of,
the passport system between these Provinces
and the States—which was a great, source of
embarrassment to tra .e and intercourse be-
tween the two countries, lie then alluded to
the fact that the American Congress had mad*
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an appropriation for the construction of the
Niagara ship canal by which vessels of large
size may be sent through from American wa-
ters into the Canadian lakes and for fortifica-

tions on the frontier. Again, the treaty under
which only a small armament was allowed on
the lakes was to be immediately abrogated on
the motion of the American Government.
Then, again, there was the question that so vi-

tally affected the people of British North Ame-
rica—the Reciprocity Treaty. He then con-
tinued in reference to the latter subject:)

THE RECIPROCITY TREATY.
Under that treaty, whilst the trade of British

North America has been increased and impro-
ved, it has beea infiuitely much more benefi-
cial to the commerce of the United States.

—

Under the fostering influence of that treaty, the
trade between British America and the States
suddenly sprung in four years from fifteen to

sixty million of dollars. Whilst it has been in

the highest degrbe useful and advantageous to

the commerce and advancement of these Bri-

tish North American Provinces, yet the ba-
lance of trade has been largely in favor of the
States. And who is there that does not know
the great importance that keen and sagacious
people attach to anything that will extend
their commerce and improve their trade? But
despite all that—although the Boards of Trade
at New York, Detroit, and elsewhere, have
made the most energetic appeals against the
abolition of the treaty, the Board of Trade at
Detroit, actually demonstrating to their govern-
ment that siuce the commencement of the
treaty the balance of trade has been $ Lt*2,000,000

in their favor—notwithstanding all that, under
the influence of that spirit which I deeply re-

gret to see exhibited, notice for the abolition i f
the treaty has been given. Not only so but it

is conclusively shown that it is not the inten-
tion of the American Government to enter into
any negotiations for the continuance of the
treaty. A few days ago I laid on ihe table of
this house a remarkable documeut. The treaty
provides that there shall be a joint commis-
sion under it—yet while the treaty must remain
in force for another year, Mr. Seward lias de-
manded that the commission be immediately
closed. It is impossible, in the view of
such facts, to shut our eyes to the reality that
while that great Republic lias assume*! such
gigantic proportions, and at the same time has
taken such an attitude in reference to these
Provinces, we have a right to come to the con-
clusion that their determination is 10 close all
communication, instead of fostering those
peaceful and commercial relations with us,
which in the past have oeen so remarkably be-
neficial.

THE DUTY THAT LIES BEFORE US.

It lias been said that it is impossible for us
to put ourselves in an attitude that will im-
prove our position in this respect. 1 am not
wrong in assuming that the desire of every
British American is to remain iu connection
with the people of Great Britaiu. If there is any
sen.imeut that was ever strong in the breast of
our people, it is a disinclination to be
Separated in any way whatever from the Bri-
sk! 1 empire, or to be connected in any manner
with the United states of America. But what
is our preseut position? Isolated and separat-
ed as we are now, I a»k the house whether all

Ihe protection w- have is not that which the

crawling worm enjoys—and that is. its in signi-
ficance is su.,h as to prevent the foot being
placed upon it? Does it comport with the po-
sition and dignity of freemen, that we should
rave our only guarantee of security and pro-
tection in our insignificance? 1 feel in our
present isolated position, standing in the pre-
sence of a power so gigantic and unfriendly
that we must, take speedy an 1 prompt, mea-
sures for security. I may be told that fjiir mil-
lions of people would still stand in the presence
of thirty millions, and that we would be un-
able to make any resistance that would ensure
our safety; but I wouuld ask the house to
consider the fact that we have every reason to
know—for no one «an doubt the declaration of
the ministry of England—that the resolve on
the part of Great Britain is to stand in all her
integrity by British America, provided these,
provinces assume such au attitude as would
make the power of the parent state to he put
forth with a reasonable prospect of success.
Although our numbers may be comparatively
small, still while we have the good tor: une to
he a part of the British emjgre, and know that
all that is necessary is for us, by union
and consolidation, to take such a position,
as would give England the guarantee that
we are prepared to do our duty, a id her

‘

power would not be put forth in vain,
we need not fear the future. Every man who
wishes to keep the liberties and rights lie now
possesses as subject to the Crown of England
—who values the institutions he now enjoys, 1

must see the necessity of our taking such a
course as would guarantee us security in the
case of conflict with any power in the world,
and what would be even better, the avoidance
of conflict which our attitude would accom-
plish.

SHALL OUR BURDENS BE GREATER?
I may be told, that great as are the advan-

tages of Union, they will be purchased at too
great a cost—that there will be an increase iu
the tariff'—that the burdens that will be throw n
upon the people will be greater than otherwise „

they would have been. I do not intend to
weary the house with any elaborate state-
ments on this point, except to say that I believe
we have every reason to suppose, from the po- .

sitiou we occupy iu connection with the parent
state—from the expansion that would accrue ,

to the trade and comhierce of the country

—

from the developement that would be giveti to *

manufactures, and the extension of our public
works — that our burdens would not be „

greater than if we remain in our present posi-
„

tion. Are we not desirous at the present mo-
ment to extend our public works, and may we
not fairly assume that if we w ere to remain
out of Union that the burdens .we have to
bear would be increased. The time has passed
wben these Povitrces would not have to con-
tribute largely to the defences of the country.
Either the fishing grounds, so valuable to tis,

must be given up without a struggle to the
parties who ha ve been accustomed in the -

neighboring States to use them for years, or the
cost of defending them must be largely thrown
these Provinces.

Therefore 1 would ask whether, in relation to

the protection of our fisheries, which will di-

rectly have to engage our attention, it is not
desirable to have these Provinces united and
consolidated. I may be asked whether Union
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would inorea.se the number of men or the
amount, of money. I believe it would. L be-

lieve that Union will rapidly increase our
population. 1 believe that the moral force that
would t>e given to the whole of British North
America by a common union of her interests,

would l>e such as I have stated Indore—to en-
sure not only the safely, but the peace of the
country.
Assuming that >ou are to reject a union on

the ground that we are defenceless, what is our
position? You are likely to he over* helmed
wi hout a struggle, or, in the language of Mr.
liowe,—without an Intercolonial Railway, or

the means of communication with Quebec, the
inhabitants ofNova Scotia would have to beg
permission to haul down their own flag. Hu-
miliating as is such a statement every man
man knows that it is true, and how useless it

would be for Nova Scotia to undertake any re-

sistant e. At the present, those who assail

Nova Scotia in its isolated position, would only
attack 350.000. but, with British America
united, whoever put. a hostile foot upon our
1000 miles of sea ryast would assail nearly four
millions of freemen, sustained by the mightiest
power in the world.

THE POSITION OF THE OPPONENTS OF UNION
ON THE DKFVNCE QUESTION.

I willWw tarn the attention of the house for

a single moment to the fact that, on this ques-
tion of defence the opponents of Union hat e
felt; that, it Was .so important that questions of
taritt’ and expenditure sank into insignificance,
and that it Was absolut iy necessary that some
meatis should lie given to a free aiul intelligent

people, by which their rights and liberties

should be secured. I regret to state that a lea-

ding journal' in this country changed its opi-
nions, and for the first t ine in the history of
the’ Province, this question of Intercolonial
Union w as endeavored to be made one of party,
and that party influences and prejudices were
iwakenqd in order to excite hostility agaiiist.

the Government* and prevent the people of
this Province a'fieepttng the proposed Union.

—

They fe't, however, that it was necessary, on a
question so important, as that of defence, that
we should do something, and accordingly they
propounded to the people of this country their
scheme, by w liich they Would protect British
Noith America. In the Mumaiy Chronicle of
Jap. 18, 18155, you read :

—

“ H e would provide J'o;r the defence of the Em-
pire by a general twe equally levied by an Imper-
ial statute all over the Empire. This might, be
either a tax on property, on polis, or on im-
ports, to ta$e precedenceyOf all other tuxes, and to

be paid into the Imperial treasury. About £_8,
OOO.OOo are annually required for naval and
military expenditure. Taking the population
of the Empire, including the Eastern Provin-
ces and dependencies, at 300,000,000, 2s. }>er

bead sterling would provide the whole sum re-
quired. A property tax, if that wrere preferred,
would raise the whole amount. But if it was
thought, better to collect the £28,000,000 upon
imports, the commerce of the Empire would yield
the where without any portion of it feeling the
burthen:’
>V heu I am told that our scheme of union

Would involve increasing the burthens u{>on the
people of this country—that a yard of eoltou
might cost- one' petit more than itdoesnoW,—
Sind that it waa a reason why we should not

have union with all its advantages—an Inter-
colonial Railway, expanded commerce, th** de-
velopment of manufactures, and inter commu-
nion between 4000,000 of British

'

vro-th Ameri-
cans. When I am told this T think I ha ve a
right, to ask the people of this country to ex-
amine this scheme that, is propounded on the
great question of national defence by the oppo-
nents of Confederation and compare it with
that offered for your acceptance by th* Quebec
Conference* Then, I think* you will say that
any charge of increased taxation tbathas been
insinuated — the most extravagant estimate
made of the efist, the scheme of the Quebec
Conference is entirely thrown into the shade.
1 need not. e;all attention to the disgraceful pro-
posal that is made to a free people in the arti-

cle T havejust read. If I had not the evidence
here it would have almost, seemed incredible
that such a proposition could have been made
in tliis century to a free and.intelligent, people,
that any body of loyal men could propound
the repetition of a policy that, lost England her
finest Colonies nearly a cent,nry ago. t believe I
would be doing a gross injustice t o tile free spirit

of this country if I were td suppose that even
connection with the crowu' of England would be
sufficient t * induce the people ot this country
to allow an Imperial Statute to lay an Iniperi-

al tax upon us to go into the Imperial t reasury.
Deeply as tile people value their institutipus—
and greatly attached ? sf they arc to the mother
country,—vet the free spirit of this country
would revolt at. such a proposition as led to the
independence of the old colonies nearly a
hundred years ago. Let. the, suppose that the
independent spirit’ of the people -hould be so
trampled-dbwn as to iudnee tl cm to Mibmit to
taxation by an Imperial statute— what, then?
This article says:— •

“ A property tax, if that were preferred, would
raise the whole amount.. But if it Was thought
better to collect the £28.000,000 upon imports,
the commerce of the Empire would yield the

whole without any portion of it feeiirir/ the burthen.
Is there a Novaseotian that would’ ii.it, pay his
portion of tliis tax cliecrtully, and turn out,
wdth anils in his bands, to defend the Empltre
besides? Is there one Who will not cheerfully
pay pound for pound with the uanad fans, or
with his fellow subjects in any other part of
the Queen’s dominions? Here is a scheme of
National Defense, of which a state."man need
not he ashamed, and our public men could cot
be much better employed than in pressing it fin

the notice of Her Mqjesty’s Government;”
i ere you have the doctrine laid down that

we should provide tyVehty-eight million pounds
sterling ’or the maintenance of the Army arid

Navy of Great Britain. To tax • man in Hali-

fax or Cape Breton the same that, a man in

London and Manchester is faxed for the sup-
port of au Army and Navy, over whose acts
we have no control, and in t he imposition ©f
which taxation we have no voi e.

But the glaring mistake into which this

Mentor of the people of Nova Mcotia has fallen,

as to the population who would bear this

taxation, show's how unfit he is to guide public
opinion. It. would be difficult to find a Nova
Scotian that would consent to so humiliating
a proposition as that. The public man who
would press it upon the attention of the Impe-
rial Government wrould soon find h»m e;i dri-

yen from public life, aud tying upon hiu Half

the execration of every free m.ui iu this ctwin-
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try. It wouliT be soliciting the British Go-
vernment to p ace us in a position which we
should nf vej- t»e placed in

;
it .would heAsking

the Parliament of England to consent to that
which would, he oul.y worthy ot a century that
is past. The person who- has ventured to tram-
ple down the scheme of the Quebec Confer-
ence, and bring forward the plan of the Anti-
Union ists, should have better informed him-
self of the tacts as they exist. Did he hot
know that. 180 millions of people in British
India could not have a farthing of that tax
levied upon lieui, as they provide now for the
defence of the British Empire in the East at an
enormous aunu il cost.

Tnis .£3; >,000,000 currency would, therefore,

under this plan require to be levied upon about
3U000,0 i0 minions lustead of 3uO,OuO,OUO. I will

not presume that it was an attempt to mislead,
but n. is chart t aide. to suppose that the parties
who have attempted t.o instruct the people of
thi* <• untry in Opposition to the great sciieine

of Union, aid not know that tins i£i8.,000,0d0

sterlingfor the Army and Navy was altogether
irrespective of the Army and Navy of British
India.
Yet is by documents sncli as these that the

people of these Maritime Provinces have been
excited to hostility against a scheme which
would have made the British American Pro-
vinces a great nationality, of which their people
might be justly proud

;
which would h ive ex-

tended our commerce and promoted our v e dth
and prosperity loan extent that, is inoalcu a de,

and at the same time connect us more closely
With tiie Parent State, drawing around us that
aid and co operation which would have secured
to us and our children after us, to the most
remote posterity, that guarantee of peace and
safety which every man amongst us feels it

ought to be his privilege to enjoy.

COMMENCE AND SHIPPING.
I need not ad tide to the commerce and ship-

ping iha' British America would enjoy under
Union. These statistics were known to all.

But when 1 tun asked the question, as to whe-
ther Bti ish America is in a position to enter
into the Uu ion? 1 reply: Let us compare the
position that these pfovinces now occupy with
that which the American colonies had at the
time of their 'independence. We find we have
a larger population, and occupy a position in

many lespect.s superior to that which they
then did. Look at their trade, and you hud
that they had' only one third of what- we -have
now. Their population ami revenue were
much smaller; In respect, therefore, to trade,

population and revenue, upon which the great-
ness of a count ry rests, you find the 'position of
British America is pile of evident, influence.
The American, colonies, by sweeping away
hostile tariffs, and emerging from that position
of isolation which they occupied, have attained
their present wealth and prosperity. Look at
our snipping, and see at this moment the ton-
nage ol British America, amounting to over
900,000 tons occupying a place next to France
—the fourth commercial marine m the world.
Bui. L need not go into any labored arguments
to show' that the time has coin e when we should
assume a position of nationally under the aegies

of old England.

.THE POSITION OF THE LOCAL GOVEltSMENTS.
It has been said that whilst the General Go-

vernment would possess large powers, with an

nfluential legislature, the local governments
and legislatures would sink into contempt.
Those who make such a statement must ignore
onr past history. I would ask gentleman to
look at the history of the pastrami see whether
there is evidence to susiain the proposition
that the governments of these provinces would
occupy so contemptible a position that no man
of character and influence would be inclined
to have anything to do with them. In the first
plaee, the subsidy that this province would
receive in connection with the revenue from
the mines and minerals would he double the
revenue that it had at the time when the men
who have made the legislature famous occu-
pied seats within those walls. Nor only wouid
we have double the amount of revenue, but
we would have larger powers, and possess
more commanding influence in relation to the
public affairs of the province than the govern-
ment and parliament. of this province had at
the time when Chief Justice Halt-button, the
L ml Bishop of Nova Scotia, Judge Bliss, the
Masters of the Rolls (Archibald and Stewart)
occupied seats in this bouse. Can we say
then, when we shall have double the revenue,
and a far more influential position, that we
will not. have men of ability and intellect- to
enter onr legislative halls.

THE PRESENT ASPECT OF THE ’ QUESTION
OF UNION.

We do not come to the discussion of this
question in the position and attitude that I
expected and hoped we should at the time this
legislature assembled. We did not come to
the dis us: ion with a view to an immediate
practical decision upon the question of Con-
federation, but I would do injustice to what I
believe to be the intelligence and patriotism qf
Nova Scotia if I did not say in my place in
parliament, that I am coUti eut that the
scheme of intercolonial union which has been
devised at Quebec has taken, and will rake
such a hold on the public mind of all these
provinces as to ensure its adoption at. an early
day in all its entirety. I would be doing in-
justice to the question and the evidence that ex-
ists on every sale if I entertained a doubt that
when the facts came to be examined and sifted
by t.h'e intelligence of this province, they will
with great unanimity unite in promoting and
consuniating a scheme which is fraught with
such incalculable advantages to the best in-
terests of British North America.
Owing to circumstances. over which we have

no control, the government of N ova Scotia is

placed in a position which renders it useless to
bring this scheme down for the decision of the
Legislature. Every person who knows the
geographical position of the country, with
New Brunswick lying between us and Cana-
da, must see that any Union of British Ame-
rica is impracticable unless the latter province
s a parry to it. I regret to say that public
men in that .province have been mipatrotie
enough to forget their duty to their country,
and to enter into combinations which I regret
to say were too successful with those hos-
tile to British Nor Ji American Union,
for the purpose of overthrowing the govern-
ment, and under these circumstances the
question of union of British North America
has received a heavy blow and great discour-
agement; but we would be underating the pa-
early day that province would reverse its de-
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triofism of New Brunswick, (as we would
that of Nova Scotia,) if we doubted that at an
decision. I trust we will at an early day see
reaction on the part of the public men pf that
province that will place this question in an en-
tirely different aspect. I believe that this hos-
tile ac ion on the part of New Brunswick is

most deeply to he deplored in the interests of
all B. N. A I regret, however, to say that a
large amount of hostility has also b -en excited
in various sections of Nova Scotia in res-

pect to this question, and the petitions
which are now on the table would render
it exceedingly difficult for any government
to ask an immediate decision, but whilst there
ka.s been a vast amount of energy, exhibited

—

w hilst thousands of people have been induced
to petition this Legislative on this ques-
tion of Confederation, a comparatively small
number of these petitions have pronounc-
ed against Confederation. There are not 3000
persons in the entire Province who say they
are opposed to the proposed Confederation,
notwithstanding the scheme has been misre-
presented, and arguments of the most falla-

cious character used against it—and that party
influences have been thrown largely into the
scute—although the attempt has been made to
induce people to oppose it by petitions largely
circulated, the majority of the petitioners who
are here state that they are not prepared to

say whether it would he for good or for evil,

that we should have Confederation aud a^k
the Hbu>e to pause before irrevocably commit-
ting itself to what would be, I believe, for
the advantage of the country. I believe
that aran early day, these parties having
been fully informed on the subject, will be
prepared to come hence by tens of thou-
sands, and ask the Legislature to consummate
this scheme of Union. I tremble, sir, when I
think of the results that the action of these
Provinces may have upon the public rniud in
England—that the steps which are in progress
for t.be security and defence of British North
America may be interfered with and the
efforts for our protection may be paratized by
the fact that in presence of a great danger,
these Provinces have permitted that isolation
to continue which can only lead to connection
with the American Republic, and opposed that
consolidation which in co-opperation with the
power which England was prepared to put
forth, would give us security aud avert the
peril that is now so imminent.
The scheme devised at Quebec has passed

through the most trying of ordeals triumphant-
ly—alter being submitted to the closest exami-
nation by the press of Euglaud, it has come
out with enconiums such as no scheme ever
devised by any body of public men has ever
received before. It has secured the approbation
of the most intelligent and influential section
of the press of British America. It has been
adopted in Canada by both branches of the
Legislature with an unanimity such as reflects

the highest honor on the patriotism and the
intelligence of that country. In New Bruns-
wick, P. E. Island, and Nova Scotia, it haseu-
listed «he support of almost the entire religious
press of the country, as also that of the most
intelligent and independent of the secular
press. Having obtaiued the support and co-
operation of the leading and most influential
public men in the different, provinces—of the
great bulk of the intelligence, wealth, aud in-

fluence of the country, it is placed in a posi-
tion which gives to this house and country,
and to all British North America the best
guarantee that in a little time, when it has
been fully examined and discussed, all classes
will vie with each other in bringing about the
adoption of a constitutional change so neces-
sary and advantageous to all.

UNION OF THE MARITIME PROVINCES.
I have stated in the outset, that a Legislative

Uuiou of the Maritime Provinces is desir-
able in case we

v are Confederated, and
and still more indispensible in case we are not
to be at once united with Canada. Under these
circumstances have I moved the resolution
which I now hold in my hand. lean only s y
that ifgentlemen will examiue the remarks [

made in this house last wiuter they will find
that I considered the Union of the Maritime
Provinces was one of the moFt important
means to secure a union of all British North
America, and most desirable in such a con-
tingency. There are gentlemen present both
inside and outside of these benches—who were
connected with the delegation to Quebec—who
will bear me out iu the assertion that I always
advocated the lesser union in that light. And
at the very moment when I was prepared to
concur with the rest of the delegates from the
Maritime Provinces in adjourning the question
of the smaller union until the larger question
had been considered, I advocated the former
as almost as essential and important, if we
remained out. The whole objection that is

raised against the diminished importance and
aud expensiveness of the local governments
aud legislatures would under Confederation
be swept away by a union of the Maritime
provinces. Therefore, instead of bringiug for-
ward this question as a counter-proposition to
theCoutederatiou of British North America, I
regard it to-night as I did a year ago, as au
important and great step towards securing
that greater uuiou—as a meaus of placing
these Maritime provinces in a united and influ-
ential position under Confederation than we
would have if we entered it separately. How
this proposal may be received by New Bruns-
wick and P. E. Island, it is not for me to say. I
may admit there was no prospect o ' getting
Prince Edward Island into the proposed Leg-
islative union, even if the Canadian deputation
hail not. attended the conference at Charlotte-
town. Gratified as I would have been to see
P. E. Island form a portion of the great Con-
federation, I did not regard their action either
in respect to the smaller or greater union as a
matter of vital concern at all. All that is neces-
ary is that Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
united as *hey are by every tie of common in-
terests should be in a position to have that uni-
on. Even if the larger uuiou were impractica-
ble aud could never take place, still it is desir-
able that New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
should be united. It would expand on trade,
advance our influence, and accomplish many
of the same results and bring about, advant-
ages that would be received from the
larger scheme of union, only in a smaller de-
gree.
Having trespassed so long upon the patience

of the House I will not occupy the attention of
gentlemen louger than to express the hope
that this resolution w ill meet with the concur-
rence of this Legislature and of the Govern-
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ment ofNew Brunswick, though on this latter

point I am not prepared to express any opi-

nion.
But suppose the government of New Bruns-

wich is not prepared to concur in Union of the
Maritime Provinces, it was desirable that that
point should be definitely known, and the
public mind be no longer distracted with the
consideration of that question.
By this resolution the government will be

authorized to open negociations, and see what
prospect there is of obtaining a legislative

union with that province. The opponents of
Confederation here have professed to be in fa-

vour of the Union of the Maritime Provinces,
and as far as I have an opportunity ot know-
ing that has been the view of some of the op-
ponents of Confederation in New Brunswick.
Whatever view, therefore, this house may take
of the larger question of a Union of British
North America, I trust they will sustain the
resolution now submitted to their considera-
tion. —

Tuesday, April 11.

House met at 3 o’clock.

THE SCHOOL BILL.

Hon. Prov. Sec. moved the third reading of
the bill “ Eor the better encouragement of edu-
cation.”
Hon. Mr. Locke opposed the principle of as-

sessment as most obnoxious to the people, and
moved a resolution to this effect:

—

Whereas, the system of direct taxation for the
support of schools has been condemned by and
is obnoxious to the wishes of the people of this

Province, and instead ofpromoting has retard-
the progress of education;
Therefore Resolved, That this bill be referred

back to committee for the purpose of striking
out so much thereof as establishes that princi-
ple, and that there should be substituted there-
for clauses providing for subscriptions or con-,
tributions by fees to supplement the propos-
ed grant for the support of schools.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the resolution ask-

ed the house to stultify itself and to resort to
an old system which hafl been tried and found
inadequate. He hoped a majority would not
be found, for party purposes, willing to adopt
such a course.
Mr. Locke disavowed all party feeling in

the matter, and expressed the opinion that the
present law had retarded education and closed
one half the schools. He thought the Legisla-
ture had no right to meddle with the pockets
of the people as the bill proposed.
Hon. Atty. Gen. said he had yet to learn

that the people were willing to go back to the
old system which had been abandoned last
year by a vote of nine-tenths of the Legisla-
ture. Eor years past all parties had acknow-
ledged its inadequacy to meet the requirements
of the country, and the necessity of an im-
proved system of education. Notwithstanding
all the difficulties that naturally arose in put-
ting into operation a bill new to the people, the
results on the whole had been satisfactory and
encouraging. Under all the circumstances, it
was absurd for the hon. gentleman to ask the
house fo go back to a system which had been
condemned by nine-tenths of the members last
year.
Mr. Archibald made a few remarks in sup-

port of the principle of assessment, which had
been advocated by leading minds in the House

28

and country for many years. He would not
support a resolution which went to establish a
principle which he felt was unsuited to the
public requirements, and was condemned by a
large majority last winter. The bill of last

year was objectionable in many respects, but
the object of the present measure was to re-

move many of the injurious features of the for-

mer, and place education on a more satisfac-

tory basis.—Some details he strongly objected
to still, but of its vital principle he approved.
Mr. Stewart Campell said that the ques-

tion as to whether the rejection of the assess-
ment principle would destroy the bill, and em-
barrass the Government, was not the point to
be considered at all. What they were called
upon to ascertain was, whether that principle
was in accordance with the feelings and wish-
es of the country. If it was, then let it be ac-
cepted; but if not, then it was the duty of the
House to reject it, irrespective of any party
considerations whatever. He differed entirely
from the hon. Provincial Secretary, wdien he
said that they would stultify themselves
by rejecting the assessment clause; on the con-
trary, he thought that it would be the Govern-
ment that stultified themselves when they call-

ed upon the house to pass a measure which for

the last twelve months had received universal
condemnation throughout the country. The
hon. Provincial Secretary stated that the house
had already acted upon this principle. That
vote was taken in a thin house, when fifteen

gentlemen recorded their votes against it, and
eighteen for it: and he believed that if they
were not influenced by ijressure since brought
to bear, the majority would be the other way.
He denied that the bill of last year had been a
success in the country. Even admittingthat in
some populous districts it had met with support,
that was no answer to the fact that the large
majority of districts lying outside ofthese were
deprived of the means of education altogether.
He disclaimed all idea in opposing this bill, of
wishing to embarrass the government. If it

had that effect, they had brought it on their

own heads. He opposed it because he knew
it to be obnoxious to his constituents. If it was
a good bill, he called upon the government to

appeal to the people and allow them to pass
their judgment upon it; but he did not think
that ever they believed that it was in accor-
dance with the wishes of the people. He call-

ed upon gentlemen opposite to record their

opinions upon this question, according to then-

own convictions and what they knew was the
feeling of the country. He did not think that
it was the duty of any gentlemen, however
much they might desire to sustain the govern-
ment, to perpetuate a system so obnoxious to

the people.
The assertion of the hon. Atty. Gen., that

education was in a better position now than
under the old law, had been so often refuted
that he would not take up time by alluding to
it now. The petitions upon the table shewed
the contrary; and it would have been better
for the government to have paid some regard
to them, rather than pass them by unnoticed.
The hon’ble gentleman concluded by calling

upon gentlemen opposite to act independently
and fearlessly upon this question—their duty
to their constituents should be their considera-
tion—that to the Government was only secon-
dary. He would rather always remain in op-
position than be a slave to any Government.
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Was tms a time, he would ask, to force an
obnoxious measure upon the people of this
country—a time, if we could believe the opin-
ions of gentlemen opposite—when danger is

threatened—and it was therefore of more than
ordinary importance that the affection and con-
fidence of the people should be reposed in the
Government of the day. Let us then encour-
age these feelings—let us have willing hearts
as well as hands to defend us, and although
our numbers may be few—and the danger
great—he believed that there was sufficient

courage, energy and spirit in the people of this
country to sustain them in the hour of need.
Mr. Blanchard did not intend to have ad-

dressed the Bouse, but the question having
assumed such proportions, he felt it his duty to
offer a few observations. This question' of as-
sessment for the support of schools was by no
means a new one. LTpon looking back to the
Journals of 1856, he found that the subject was
debated in the House and the following resolu-
tions were then moved :

—

“ Whereas the principle of assessment is the
only permanent foundation for the common
school education of the country, and as this
principle is the leading feature of the measure
now under consideration and the details may
be modified and improved,

—

“Resolved, therefore, that the bill entitled
an act for the better encouragement of educa-
tion be referred to a select committee writh in-

structions to consider the same, and report
thereon at a future day.

“ For the motion thirty-seven against it nine.”
The men whose names he found recorded in

favor of that resolution he had been accus-
tomed from his boyhood to look up to with re-

spect and esteem; and when that resolution
was carried it met with his hearty approval.
From his earliest recollections, he had been
educated in the belief that the principle of as-
sessment was the only correct one; and in sup-
porting it now he certainly could not be sus-
pected of being a slave to the Government.
He was sorry that he was compelled to differ

from those for whose opinions he had always
entertained the highest respect; but he felt

that he would be recreant to the duty he owed
to the country, and to the opinions he always
entertained, if he voted for the resolution of
the hon. member for Shelburne. He was not
disposed now to enter into an argument to
prove that assessment was the true principle.

This had been proved so often that it was un-
necessary. When this principle was intro-

duced into the bill of last year, he told the hon.
Prov. Sec. that if it was founded upon the pro-
per basis, he would give his assistance in car-
rying it out. He thought that the time had
come when the principle should be fairly tried,

and he now felt that if he voted for the reso-
lution before the house, he would be taking a
step in a backward direction. At the same
time, he must not be understood as giving his
entire approval to the whole bill,—there were
many objectionable features in it, which he
had done his best to remove. For instance,
the construction of the Council of Public In-
struction was particularly obnoxious to him

;

but this feature he could not object to. He did
not support it with a view of assisting the Go-
vernment, but because he felt it was the only
sound basis upon which the common school
system of the country should rest.

L Mr/ Blackwood said that there were many

clauses'of this bill exceedingly objectionable to
him, and none more so than the mode in which
the Council of Public Instruction was constitu-
ted. He should have been very glad if that had
been re-considered, or at all events remodelled,
so as to remove some of its objectionable fea-
tures. But, as regards the feature of the bill

now under consideration, he felt called upon to
sustain it, for he was convinced that, when pro-
perly carried out, it was the only proper basis
upon which the common school system of the
country should rest. He was sorry that he
was obliged to differ With his friend the mem-
ber for Shelburne; but he could not consistent-
ly vote for his motion without acting contrary
to the opinions he had always entertained. He
did not support the measure with the view of
assisting the Government—for he would scorn
to bolster up any Government by supporting
them in carrying out what he did not believe
was for the interests of the whole country. He
wished, then, in giving his vote forthe measure,
to put himself right before the house and his

constituents—and to let them understandgthat,
in the course he was taking, he was not sus-
taining a Government—but a principle, which
he believed was calculated to benefit the cause
of education.
Mr. Jost had already stated that he was op-

posed to the principle of compulsory taxation.

He wished the matter to be left in the hands of
the people.
Mr. Bill said that the house was aware that

he bad presented petitions signed by many
hundreds of persons against assessment for the
support of schools. It was a system that look-
ed very well upon paper, but it was not so easy
to carry it out. When he made up his mind to

vote for assessment, he was at the same time
determined to vote for separate schools, for he
did not think it just to have the one without the
other. He regretted very much that he felt it

his duty to support the resolution.
Mr. Killam said that it was evident that the

system of county assessment proposed by the
bill would not give the amount required for the
support of the schools— and they would have to

raise the balance by subscriptions from the
people. He objected in committee to the prin-

ciple upon which the bill distributes the public
money, and he should vote for the resolution
before the house.
A call of the house was had.
Mr. C. J. Campbell said that it was clearly

understood when this bill was sent to commit-
tee that no one was committed to the principle.

He was glad it was not going to be made a
party question, as it left it open to the support-
ers of the Government to take an independent
course. He agreed with the member for Kings,
that, if they had direct taxation, they must
have seperate schools. He though, if they were
going to have free schools, the better plan
would be to appropriate the surplus revenue in

the Provincial chest for their support, and£if
that was not enough, he did not think the peo-
ple would object to an increase of the advalo-
rem duties.
Mr. Ross, in reference to a statement made

on a previous evening by the Provincial Secre-

tary, that there were 62 schools in operation in

Victoria county, said that he was not in a posi-

tion to contradict him then, but he had tele-

graphed down to the county, and had received

an answer that there were only 27.

Hon. Pro. Secy, said k
that his information
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was derived from the report of the Superinten-
dent of Education. He did not say that 62

schools were in operation, hut that 62 school
sections had organized under the law. He had
listened with some surpriso to the style of ar-

gument used hy the member for Guysborough.
He had listened to rather extraordinary ap-
peals in that house, and had seen great liber-

ties taken with hon. gentlemen, but he had ne-
ver heard of such a liberty as that which had
just been taken by the member for Guysbo-
rongh with the gentlemen who supported the
Governmentt. He (Mr.C.) could not say that the
principle of assessment was bad, for hehad af-

firmed it over Jand over again, but he called
upon hon. gentlemen to vote against the bill

ftom the small, paltry consideration of losing
a tew votes among their constituents.
He did not consider the present position of

the cause of education in this country, nor
what was due to the people he represented;
but he called upon hon. gentlemen to consider
only what was due to themselves, and from
personal motives to defeat a measure designed
to improve the common school system of the
country.
He (the Pro. Sec.) would ask whether this

was a dignified or honorable position to occupy
—to call upon gentlemen on that side of the
house to abandon a government that had had
the courage to grapple with a great question,
which they knew was fraught with great dan-
ger, but which they felt the best interests of
the country demanded should be dealt with at
their hands? He did not envy that hon. gen-
tleman the position he occupied, and he should
look with interest at the division, to see how
many would be guided by his advice.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that the hon.

Provincial Secretary had expressed surprise at
his moving a call of the house. His reason was
plain; three or four gentlemen who had ex-
pressed themselves opposed to the bill had
been about the house all day; but where were
they now? His object was to bring every man
here to record his vote, as it was his duty to
do. The hon. Pro. Sec. had taken exception to
the appeal he had made to the house. He
thought that when the house remembered the
appeal that hon. gentleman once made to the
house and the country on the subject of re-
trenchment—an appeal which it is true achiev-
ed its purpose and gave him power,—a power
he did not envy him, when gained by such un-
worthy means—they would agree with him
that he was the last man to criticise the mo-
tives of any hon. gentleman in that house.
The question was then taken upon Mr. Chas.

Campbell’s amendment, which was lost by a
large majority.
Mr. Locke’s motion was then put, and lost

by a vote of 30 to 16.

For—Messrs. Heffernan, Ross, Hatfield, Kil-
lam, Ray, Bill, Miller, C. J. Campbell, Robert-
son, Locke, Bourinot, Stewart Campbell, Cald-
well, Robichau, Coffin, Balcam—16.

Against—D. Fraser, Shannon, Tobin, Donkin,
Hill, Longley, McFarlane, McKay, King, Law-
rence, Allison, Pryor, Parker, Whitman, Kaul-
back, Moore, Hamilton. Pro. Sec., J. Fraser, J.

.
Campbell, McLelan, Blackwood, Atty. Gen.,
Blanchard, Annand, Cowie, McKinnon, C. J.
Campbell, Fin. Sec., Archibald—30.

Mr. Archibald moved that the bill be re-
committed for the purpose of striking out the

clause relating to the Council of Public In-
struction and substituting the following:

“ The Governor may appoint not more than
nine and not less than seven persons, of whom
the Superintendent of Education shall be one,
to be a Council of Public Instruction, and such
persons shall hold their office during pleasure,
and shall be subject to all lawful orders and
directions, in the exercise of their duties which
may from time to time be issued by the Go-
vernor in Council.”
On the question being taken, thereAppeared

for it 16 against 29.

For:—Ross, Parker, Heffernan, Ray,,. Bill,
Blanchard, Locke, McLelan, Blackwood, Ro-
bertson, S. Campbell, Annand, Archibald,
Coffin, Balcam, Robichau—16.
Against:—C. J. Campbell, Hill, Bourinot,

Longley, Tobin, Killam, McFarlane, McKay,
Hatfield, Lawrence, Hatfield, D. Fraser, Whit-
man, Kaulback, Moore, Hamilton, Miller, J.
Campbell, Donkin, Prov. Secretary, Caldwell,
King, Cowie, Colin Campbell, McKinnon, Fin.
Secretary, Shannon, Atty. General—29.
Mr. Bill moved the following amendment:
“ Resolved—That thss bill be re-committed

for the purpose of amending the second section
thereof, so as to include the Lieut. Governor
for the time being, in the Council of Public
Instruction, and that he be the head thereof”
Hon. Prov. Sec. felt it his duty to say that

he had good reason for believing that the
Lieut. Governor entertained the strongest ob-
jection to occupy the position contemplated by
this amendment.
Mr. Bill was rather surprised at this, for he

was under the impression that his Excellency
wished to identify himself with the education
of the country. In a speech which he deliver-
ed at a banquet last summer to the Canadian
Delegates, he expressed himself to that effect,
and said that he considered it not only his duty
but his privilege to take an interest in the edu-
cational system of the country. The senti-
ments he then expressed met with the cordial
approval of thousands of the intelligent people
of this country; and with the permission of
the house he would read an extract from it.

The hon. gentleman then read as follows:

—

“ It would afford me great satisfaction were
I to realize in the future course of my admi-
nistration one-half of what the Provincial Sec.
has ventured to anticipate. Whatever I might
wish to effect or whatever any individual
might hope to accomplish is nothing in com-
parison to that which a free and intelligent
people have it in their own power to accom-
plish for themselves. I have had some experi-
ence, gentlemen, in public affairs, and have at
all events been able to learn this during my
term of office, that there is no greater mistake
in governing than governing too much. In a
country like this a Governor must rely on his
Ministry and on the people, whose representa-
tives they are, if he hopes to effect any real
public benefit; yet whilst he looks to the Minis-
try and to the people for assistance it is his
duty to aid, by every means in his power, the
development of the intellect and education of
the country.”
He felt that this was rather a delicate sub-

ject to treat upon, and he was under the im-
pression that he had only to mention it, when
it would be at once agreed to. He was at a
loss to understand what objections his Excel-
lency could have to be connected with the
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Council of Public Instruction, and he regretted
it exceedingly as he thought his presence there,
and the benefit of his experience would be of
great value to the deliberations of that body.
J £e would not press the matter any further, as
the Prov. Sec. had stated that it would be dis-
tasteful to the feelings of his Excellency, and
he would therefore withdraw his motion.
Hon. Prov. Sec. trusted that the hon. gentle-

man would withdraw his motion, and not put
the Government in the unpleasant position of
having to vote against it.

Mr. Archibald expressed his regret to hear
the statement made by the Prov. Sec., that his
Excellency bad expressed his unwillingness to
be connected with the Council of Public In-
struction. He looked upon bis presence there
as a matter of great importance, but after what
the Prov. Sec. had stated, the member for
Kings had done right in withhrawing his mo
tion.

Mr. Blanchard moved that the bill be re-
committed for the purpose of striking out cer-
tain clauses relating to the City of Halifax, a re-
solutionjhad been placed in his hands which had
been passed by the City Council by a vote of 10
to 5, and altho he did not agree with it in all its

points, he thought the house ought to pay pro-
per respect to the voice of the City as heard
through its representatives.
The hon. gentleman read the resolution from

the City Council as follows :

—

“Resolved, That that portion of the school bill

which specially relates to Ihe City of Halifax
is arbitrary in the principle of compulsory
assessment, and is inapplicable to the circum-
stances of the City of Halifax,—and this
Council representing the various wards of the
City protest against its passage through the
Legislature.”
When it was considered that the City

Council, elected by the citizens and repre-
senting their interests were refused power
by the house to tax the people for the pur-
chase of what they considered valuable
property, it was no wonder that they com-
plained that the power of taxation for

the erection of school houses, should be
taken away from them, and vested in irres-

ponsible commissioners. He would ask the
house whether they were prepared to place in

the hands of those men uncontrolled powers
to tax the people for the erection of school
houses in each ward of the city. Not only
was this objectionable feature in the bill, but
the necessary consequence of the passage of
these clauses would be the establishment of
separate schools in the City of Halifax. There
were two denominations prepared to c©me in

and take advantage of these clauses in the
bill, the Episcopalians and theRoman Catholics
—and there were no other denominations in a
position to do so. He did not wish to make
any invidious remarks in reference to these
two denominations. It was greatly to their

credit that they had erected handsome school
houses, but that was no reason why they
should come in and monopolize the public
moneys to the exclusion of all other bodies.
He did not see why the eity should be placed
upon a different footing from the rest of the
province, and why it should be allowed to
elect its own Trustees, with uncontrolled pow-
ers of taxation. As he before remarked the
taxation of the city was increasing to an
alarming extent, and he was surprised at the

silence of the representatives for the city, who
were more immediately interested in the sub-
ject.

Hon. Mr. Shannon said that the hon. mem-
ber for Inverness seemed anxious that his own
constituents and the people far away should
be taxed, and he himselt escape. Now, as re-
gards the position of the city of Halifax, they
had had a law on the statute book for years
which had never been carried out

;
and his ob-

ject was to get a law that could be carried out.
This bill had been for sometime before the
house and the country, and where were the pe-
titions from the city against it? Not one. It
was true that the City Council were now mov-
ing in the matter, but they did not object to
any particular clause of the bill, their resolu-*
tion is against the whole bill. If they had said
they objected to the mode of appointment of
trustees, he could have understood them, but
they went against the whole principle of assess-
ment. He could not understand the force of
the remarks of the member for Inverness as to
separate schools. The congregation of St.
Luke’s had an admirable school house. If an
arrangement could be made with them—not to
hand over the school monies to the Dean and
Chapter, but to get them to hand over the
school house to the Council of Public Instruc-
tion for a free school, he did not see what ob-
jection there could be; and so with the Roman
Catholics, who were about erecting a handsome
school house, and so with the National school,
and others in the different wards

;
if they could

be obtained no great necessity would exist for
taxation for the erection of school houses. He
was not at all afraid of this bugbear of separ-
ate schools—raised by the member for In-
verness.

Mr. Blanchard denied that he made any
such statement as that his constituents might
be taxed, while the citizens of Halifax should
go free. He said that taxation was heavy
enough already, in Halifax, and he was not
willing to give uncontrolled powers to persons
responsible to nobody. He was not afraid to
give his constituents power to tax themselves,
but the member for Halifax appeared to be so.

The hon. gentleman says this idea of separate
schools is only a bug-bear

;
and he talks about

St. Luke’s, and the Roman Catholics handing
their school houses over to the Council of
Public Instruction. Does anybody believe
that the Dean and Chapter of St. Luke’s
would hand over their handsome school
houses, without retaining the power to control
the school? or that the Roman Catholics
would hand over theirs without retaining the
appointment of the teachers? He thought not.

If they were going to have separate schools,
let them say so at once

;
but don’t let it be

done in such an underhand way.
Mr. Miller should vote against Mr. Blan-

chard’s motion for the very reasons he had
given in its favor.

Mr. Tobin hoped that the hon. member
would not press his motion. This subject
should be approached with delicacy and mode-
ration; and unless each one was prepared to

give way. to a certain extent, to the other, it

would be impossible to carry out the system.

Mr. Pryor said he gave his cordial support
to the clauses in the bill relating to the city of
Halifax, and he was prepared to take the
responsibility of the course he had pursued.
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He wished to give the system a fair trial, and
if it did not succeed, it could be altered.
Mr. Blanchard under the circumstances

withdrew his motion.
Mr. Le Vesconte moved the clause which

he had read on a previous day as to the rights
of minorities—which was lost—31 to 8.

For.—Miller, Bill, LeVesconte, McDonnell,
Tobin, McKinnon, Robichau, Caldwell—8.

Against .—John Campbell, Pryor, Moore, D.
Fraser, McFarlane, C. J. Campbell, Black-
wood, Hamilton, Allison, Laurence, Ray, Par-
ker, McKay, Chipman, Kaulback, Hill, Long-
ley, Donkin, Prov. Secy., Blanchard, S. Camp-
bell, Annand, Balcom, Ross, Robertson, Shan-
nan, Locke, Finl. Secy., Cowie, Archibald.
Mr. Stewart Campbell moved that the

bill be deferred to that day three months.
Mr. LeVesconte, although opposed to the

bill, should vote against this motion, as it

would be ten times worse to go back to the
bill now on the statute book.
Mr. Miller wished to remove a misappre-

hension upon that subject. It did not at all

follow, that if they rejected this bill they must
fall back upon the old law. A measure might
be framed in. consonance with the wishes and
feelings of the -people. The hon. gentleman
commented upon the bill of last session at
some length, and argued that by amendments
it had been stripped of a great many of its ob-
noxious features, and |was not at all the bill

as originally introduced. Therefore it was
not right for the hon. gentleman to say, that
the house had only the option of accepting this
bill, or being driven back to the obnoxious
bill of last session. The hon. gentleman reca-
pitulated the reasons why he should be com-
pelled to vote against this bill upon its third
reading.
Hon. Atty. Genl. contended that the

clauses relating to the city of Halifax, were
totally inapplicable to thinly settled districts.

The principle might be carried out in the more
populous districts, where the different deno-
minations had school houses of their own.
The hon. gentleman referred to the fact that,
in Nova Scotia, no distinction was made be-
tween any sect or creed, and he hoped that
none would ever seek for any preference.
After some further slight discussion, the

question was taken upon Mr. Stewart Camp-
bell’s motion—to defer the Bill for 3 months

—

which was lost, 20 to 8.

For.—Killam, Heffernan, Parker, Ray, Hat-
field, Miller, S. Campbell, Balcom—8.

Against.—D. Fraser, Shannon, Atty. Genl.,
Donkin, Le Vesconte, Finl. Sec. Colin Camp-
bell, Lawrence, J. Campbell, McKay, Allison,
Moore, Whitman, Kaulback, Longley, Prov.
Secy., Hill, McKinnon, Tobin, Cowie—20.

Mr. Stewart Campbell gave notice to re-
scind.
Hon. Prov. Sec. expressed his astonishment

that after having had a call of the house, he
should persist in a notice to rescind.
Mr. Stewart Campbell replied that he

did so because not half of the house was pre-
sent.
Hon. Prov. Secy, moved that the bill be

read a third time and finally pass.
Some discussion then ensued upon a ques-

tion of order, as to whether that motion could
be put—pending the notice to rescind.
The Speaker took time to consider.
The House adjourned until the next day at
o’clock.

Wednesday, April 12.

The house met at 3 o’clock.
Mr. LeVesconte, chairman of the commit-

tee on fisheries, reported.
Mr. Tobin would like to know whether the

committee had considered a subject which had
been brought to their notice by petitions from
Margaret’s Bay, relative to the practice of
setting seines

;
and whether they Bad suggest-

ed any remedy for the grievance complained of.

Mr. LeVesconte said the committee had
carefully considered the subject, but could not
arrive at any definite conclusion. They found
it impossible to divise a law applicable to the
whole Province.
Mr. Shannon enquired if any action had

been taken as regards the trawl fishery.
Mr. LeVesconte said that there was not

sufficient information before the committee to
warrant them to interfere.
Mr. Tobin alluded to the want of attention

this important branch of industry received
from the house. He saw a number of gentle-
men around the benches who should take an
interest in the subject; and yet here was a re-
port brought in by a committee after two
months deliberation, and scarcely a remark
was elicited from them. The hon. gentleman
alluded to the abolition of the office of Fish
Inspector, which he thought had rather depre-
ciated the character of our fish in foreign mar-
kets. He thought that something might be
done to improve the breed of fish. In France
they imported spawn for this purpose, and he
did not see why caplin could not be made to
breed upon our shores, so as to improve the
character of fish used for bait.

Mr. S. Campbell thought - that the hon.
member for Halifax instead of lecturing the
committee ought to have addressed his re-
marks to another quarter. He should like to
know why the government ignored their duties
in connection with the preservation of the fish-

eries any more than in relation to agriculture
or any other branch of industry. He thought
that there was a particular reason why the
remarks of Mr. Tobin upon the improvement
of bait should have been made to the govern-
ment, for if there was a body of gentlemen
who understood the use of bait, it was the
Executive of Nova Scotia. (Laughter.) And
as they had taken charge of all the schools of
the province, perhaps it would be just as well
if they also assumed the protection of schools
of fish. This subject of the trawl fishery
should engage the earnest attention of the
government, as if something was not done
very soon, the valuable cod fishery of our
coast would be completely destroyed.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that no doubt this sub-

ject was a most important one, and deserving
the serious attention of the house and the gov-
ernment, but he thought that if hon. gentlemen
who represented fishing interests instead of
making it a subject of attack upon the govern-
ment of the day would devote a little attention
to the subject themselves, it would look more
like a desire to benefit that branch of provin-
cial industry. He had sat there eight years, and
although the member for Guysborough repre-
sented a constituency largely engaged in the
fishing business, he never heard him open his
mouth to give advice upon the subject.
He thought that if the constituencies of those

fishing counties, instead of selecting gentlemen
of the legal profession as their representatives,
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would send those who took a more real inter-

est in their welfare, it would be better for
them, and he could assure them, that they
would find no indisposition on the part of the
government to meet their views.
Mr. S. Campbell had no doubt that the

Prov. Sec. was not pleased with his style of
opposition—he would probably prefer having
more loose fish about the house.
Mr. Archibald would suggest to the Chair-

man of the Fishery Committee that instead of
taking $150,000 to cut a hole at this end of the
Bras d’Or Lake, he should take the money,
and stop up the other end and thus make it a
valuable reservoir for the preservation of fish.

Mr. Tobin said perhaps the trouble with
the member for Guysborough was that he was
not sufficiently supplied with bait, and he had
been fishing with bare hooks.
Mr. Locke said the subject had been so

often discussed that it was not worth while to
take up any more time. At the same time, it

was not right to treat it in a scaly way. He
always felt that, while the subject of agricul-
ture received a great deal of attention from
the house, the fisheries, which were of as much
importance, scarcely received any attention at
all. As regards the trawl fisheries, the evil
complained of existed more in reference to the
deep sea than the shore fisheries, and it had
been established that we had no control over
them.
Mr. Pryor thought that if the government

would give a grant for the improvement of the
fisheries, no money coqld be better expended.
Hon. Atty. Gen. asked whether the ques-

tion of payment of supervisors of river fisher-
ies had been considered by the committee.
Hon. Prov. Sec. said that a bill had been

passed to carry out that idea, and supervisors
had been appointed, but he believed their du-
ties commenced and ended with drawing their
salaries.
Mr. Pryor said the sessions of Halifax

county had taken the matter up very warmly,
and had voted £50 to pay the river wardens.
After some further remarks, the report was

received and adopted.
The adjourned debate on the Union of the

Colonies was then resumed.

TJNIONT OF Tl-IXd COLONIES.
Speech ef Mr. Archibald.

Mr. Archibald, in rising to second the re-
solutions upon the table of the house, said :

—

I feel that after the great length at which
the hon. Pro. Sec’y has adverted to the scheme
of Union propounded at the Quebec Confer-
ence, it will be out of place for me to go very
largely into detail, and I shall therefore content
myself with calling the attention of the house to
some matters to which he did not refer at great
length. That hon. gentleman, in order to con-
vince the house that he and those who acted
with him in the advocacy of this question of
the Union of the Colonies, had ample authority
for the course they pursued, had referred to
the publi ) meetings held from time to time, in
this city, and to the recorded opinions of the
public men of this country delivered at differ-
ent times in favor of the project. He might
have gone farther and stated that, at no meet-
ing of a public kind—at no public gathering—
and upon no occasion, when a public man ad-

dressed an audience in favor of Union, had
there ever been found a dissenting voice against
it. If then this could be taken as any evidence
of the state of the public mind, I think that the
advocates of this measure had a right to as-
sume that the feeling of the country was
largely in favor of Union.
But while the hon. Provincial Secretary has

alluded to the public opinion of this country,
I will remind the house that there is another
public opinion on this subject, which cannot
be ignored. A public opinion which must, and
has a right to exercise a powerful effect upon
the decision of the question—I allude to the
public opinion of the sWemeu and people of
England. This opinion, too, hus undergone a
great change. It must not be forgotten that
till the occurrence of recent events the circum-
stances of the past have not been such as to in-
duce British statesmen to look with much
favor upon any large or general Union of her
colonies. The last union that took place, and
to which the attention of British statesmen
has naturally turned had the effect of wresting
from her power thirteen of her most valuable
colonies, which formed the brightest gem in
the diadem of the British crown.
¥e can easily understand then how they

would be inclined at first to regard with doubt
and disfavor any projected combination of all

the British North American Colonies. It was
not to be wondered at then, that when this sub-
ject has from time to time been'brought to the
notice of the Imperial authorities by colonial
statesmen it received little encouragement. So
late indeed as 1857 when delegates for this pro-
vince pressed the subject upon the attention of
Mr. Labouchere, the then colonial minister, it

was quite clear that the smaller union of the
Maritime Colonies would have been preferred
by the Imperial authorities to a union of the
whole. And it is very probable that had the po-
sition of affairs on this continent remained the
same as then, the feeling of antagonism on the
part of the mother country to a general union
of the British North Ameiican Colonies, would
have been continued to the present time. But
let me contrast for a moment the changed
aspect of affairs, and it will be readily seen
why it is that such a revulsion of feeling has
taken pla^e in the public mind—across the wa-
ter—upon this question. Four year ago, when
British statesmen looked to America, they saw
thirty millions of people engaged in the arts of
peace—the cultivation of the soil, the construc-
tion of railroads and canals—the building of
cities—the creation of manufactories, and de-
velopment of every branch of art and indus-
try. In fact the reign of materialism appear-
ed to be firmly established, and the rule of the
•' almighty dollar” supreme. British states-
men then, in view of these circumstances, had
a right to assume that in the absence of any
great and unexpected convulsion among these
people, they had no reason to anticipate diffi-

culties or complications with them. But now
how changed was the scene—that great nation
once devoted to the arts of peace, had sudden-
ly been turned from a nation of farmers, arti-

sans, and merchants into a nation of soldiers.
That nation now had in the field the largest
armies the world ever saw, and had increased
their naval strength more rapidly than any
other nation in the world. And instead of the
spirit of peace—the |vrar spirit pervaded the
whole country. ftaSfefi
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In view of this changed aspect of affairs,

then, was it much to he wondered at that
British statesmen should regard these colonies

with very different feelings from those which
animated them at the period I referred to.

There is another reason, too, why Great Britain
should regard the British North American
Colonies in a different light than when she
lost the thirteen colonies in 1783. At that time
they formed almost the whole of her colonial

possessions. It was not until 5 years after the
peace of 1783 that the first colonist set his foot

in Australia. Now we find in that country no
less than six distinct governments, with the
dimensions of European kingdoms, and with
the revenues of principalities. New Zealand,
was then untrodden by the foot of the white
man. It is now a confederacy of colonies.
The British possessions in South Africa have
swollen from a port and a town to an enor-
mous colony. The 150 millions of British India
(formerly governed by native princes, or a
commercial company,) are now under the direct
rule of the Queen of England. At that time
Canada West ‘was a wilderness, a few trap-
pers and fur traders being her sole white po-
pulation. Now we find scattered over the
globe, over thirty colonies of the British
Empire, all, more or less, involving the
Parent Country in _ responsibilities ;

all

draining, more or less', the national Exche-
quer. Is it to be wondered at then, that
in view of the altered circumstances of the
times, Englishmen should begin to think that
the time had arrived when it was the duty of
the colonies to assume some responsibility and
to relieve the mother country of, at all events,
some portion of the burden of their defence.
This feeling would be found to pervade every
debate that had taken place on the subject in
the British parliament. As -long ago as 1858,
when Mr. Gladstone was examined before a
committee of the House of Commons, on the
subject of the colonial defences, he declared
that the time had come when the colonies,
with the privileges of, freemen which w£re
accorded to them, must be prepared to bear a
large share of the burdens and responsibilities
of freemen. That declaration had been repeat-
ed over and over again in his public speeches
in and out of parliament, and not only by Mr.
Gladstone, but by public men of all shades of
politics, and by the press without distinction.
Not only had this opinion been expressed, but
it had to a large extent been acted upon, and
at this moment the entire military expenditure
af India has been thrown upon her own re-
sources, while the same policy was about be-
ing applied to New Zealand. Not only is this
the case, but for several years despatch after
despatch has been sent from the colonial office

to Canada, informing her that the time had
arrived for the colonies to wake up to the
necessity of relieving the mother country
from at least a part of the burden of their
defence. That wffiile exercising the rights and
privileges of freemen, they must also assume
the responsibilities and duties which that
position involved. I think, therefore, that
no one can question the fact that the time
has arrived when a change is about to take
place in the attitude of England towards her
colonies

;
and that, whatever we may think of

the matter, her statesmen had arrived at the
conclusion, that it was necessary we should
share, to some extent, the military expendi-
ture which our connexion with her entails.

I shall refer, for a moment, to the observa-
tions made in a recent debate in the British
parliament by a statesman of the highest
character, and who occupies a position entire-
ly independent of the government of the day.
Lord Derby, in alluding to the present position
occupied by the colonies, said

:

I will ask hon. members to recall to themselves the
state of North America when we met in this house
four years ago. That portion of the world was then
divided among what we may call three great Powers
—first, the United States of America; secondly, Ca-
nada, and the settlements and dependencies belong-
ing to our own Sovereign

;
and, thirdly, Mexico, a

country which certainly did not possess much politi-

cal power, but which in extent, resources, fertility of
soil, and mineral wealth was almost unequaled in the
world. In every one of these three divisions there
have been immense changes. In the United States a
civil war has raged for four years, and even if that
wrar should terminal, as the hon. member for Brad-
ford suggests, I cannot believe that we shall [see the
same society and form of Government established, or
even, if the form be the same, certainly the spirit will
be altered, as existed before the civil war commenced.
(Hear.)

It is quite clear, then, it is impossible to know what
relations may exist between the United States, this
country, and Her Majesty’s dependencies on the other
side of the Atlantic. Taking these large views, then,
we ought to consider that—not to morrow or next
year, but thatwe are on, the eve ofevents of very great
importance.
In the opinion that we are on tho eve of

great changes on this continent Lord Derby
agrees with the general sentiment of England.
The very fact of large armies existing upon
our borders, which to all appearances will
soon be thrown idle upon the hands of the
nation, is in itself sufficient grounds to war-
rant apprehension for the future. For however
peaceably disposed the majority of the right
thinking portion of the American people might
be, everybody knew how difficult it was, in a
country where the democratic element ruled,
to control the impulses of the masses. While,
therefore, I trust that the day is far distant
when the present friendly relations between
the two countries is disturbed, it is impossible
to ignore the fact that there are strong reasons
for fearing that if the present contest should
be suddenly terminated, there would be dan-
ger of an interruption of the peaceful relations
which now happily subsist.
There are some indications at the present

moment of the state of feeling which existed
in the United States towards Great Britain
which are pretty significant in their character;
and I shall read to the house an article from
the New York World in which they are sum-
marized. The writer, after commenting upon
the anxious desire of Canada to preserve
neutrality, says

:

But this just and amicable disposition is met, on our
side, by an intemperate and undignified exhibition of
touchiness and spleen. The acts by which this wasp-
ish irascibility is manifested form a long catalogue :

—

1. The annoying and expensive passport system,
ordered by Mr. Seward, which has nearly destroyed
the business of the Canadian railways.

2. The notice given by our Government for the ter-

mination of the convention mutually limiting the
naval force on the great lakes.

3. The passage by Congress of a joint resolution for
abrogating the Reciprocity Treaty.

4. The reporting to the House of Representatives, by
the committee of Ways and Means (Jan. 18), of a bill

for putting the frontier defences in the most efficient

condition. Among other appropriations this bill

makes the following :—For Fort Wayne, at Detroit,

$125,000; Fort Ontario, at Oswego, $100,000 ;
for Fort
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Montgomery, at the outlet on Lake Champlain, $100,-

000 ;
for the forts at Portland and other places in

Maine, $700,000.
5. The resolution offered by the chairman of foreign

relations of the Senate, looking to the abrogation of
the stipulation in the Webster-Ashburton Treaty for
the mutual surrender of fugitives from justice.

6. The bill introduced in the House of .Representa-
tives by Mr. Littlejohn (January 19), for the construc-
tion of a ship canal around the Niagara Falls “ of suf-

ficient dimensions for the passage of gunboats and
vessels of war."

The house will perceive that every one of
these acts has taken place since the commence-
ment of the year. It is impossible, then, for
anybody to avoid seeing that, however unjust
and unfounded it may be, a feeling of hostility
and irritation has grown up in the minds of
the American people, and a desire exists,

whenever the 'fitting opportunity comes, to
revenge what they considered the humiliation
of the Trent affair, to retaliate for the offences
of the St. Alban raiders, and the depredations
committed upon northern commerce by ships
fitted out in English ports.
This it was that induced British statesmen

to look with an anxious eye upon events that
were transpiring around us, and which called
forth this language from Lord Derby

:

"Of these two measures (referring to the
repeal of the lake armaments and the recipro-
city treaties) it is impossible not to say that
they are adopted in a spirit of hostility to this
country. [Hear, hear.] One of them throws open
questions of the most delicate and difficult character.
The American people have derived, as they do not
deny, great commercial advantages from the recipro-
city treaty, and its termination is advocated only on
the avowed ground that Canada derives still greater
advantages. One effect of the termination of that
treaty would be, if I am not mistaken, that the whole
of the complicated question of the fisheries, from the
settlement of which the United States have derived
incalculable advantage, would at once be thrown
open. [Hear, hear.] I am old enough to remember
what serious complications and difficult questions
connected with the fisheries occasioned, and how
near to the point of war, they led this country and the
United States; and now all these questions are grat-
uiously, and apparently without the slightest reason,
thrown open at the risk and danger of war—than
which, nothing could be more deplorable—between
this country and the United States. [Hear, hear.]
It is not a little signigcant, too, that at the same time,
when the abrogation of this commercial treaty lays

open all these points of danger and difficulty, there
is another step taken to abrogate another treaty. For
a long period the lakes have served as the means of
peaceful and profitable commerce between the two
countries lying alongside each other; but I can recob
lect a period in the late American war when there
was a race of ship-building on the two sides of the
lakes, rand when the party obtaining the supremacy
in that matter gained the control of the lakes. [Hear,
hear."]
When Lord Derby used these expressions

in reference to two of these measures he did
not allude to the resolution which ib the fifth

in the catalogue read, and which, in my opi-
nion, exhibits a more determined feeling of
hostility than any of the others. I allude to
the notice to abolish the extradition treaty.
Could anything be more significant of the ex-
tent to which these feelings had grown than
the fact that a statesman like Sumner should,
in his placeTin Congress, coolly contend that
this treaty, the principle of which is regarded
by all countries with any pretensions to civili-

zation as a necesssary safeguard for the punish-
ment of crime, and which is founded upon the
principles of common justice and humanity,
should be terminated. This declares, in effect,

that a man who committed murder in Canada
and fled to the United States, or who com-
mitted any similar crime there and fled
here, should enjoy immunity from pun-
ishment of his crime. Surely no stronger
evidence than this was needed to show how
far the feeling he had alluded to had gone in
the United States.

If then the fears to which I have alluded
should unhappily be realized, in what position
I would ask would we be in? On this point I
shall call the attention of the house to the
opinion of Mr. Cardwell, than whom no man
is in a better position to judge, than whom no
man has greater responsibilities, or would be
more likely to weigh well the meaning of his
words before he uttered them.
Be uses the following language :

“I cannot express the feelings of regret with
which I should view any controversy between the

United States and the subjects of the Queen. I

should look upon it as a calamity unequalled by
anything the world has ever seen.”

This then is the opinion of a responsible minis-

ter of the crown, as to what is likely to be the

nature of that war if we should be led into it.

Truly then if those whose posit on and
opportunities entitle them to be the best judges

of the character of the war when it comes, en-

tertain these views, it behoves us to make some
preparation for so frightful a contingency whence
it shall arise.

What provision, I would ask, do Englishmen
consider ought to be be made?

Hear the opinion of Mr. Foster who introduced

the subject to the notice of the Parliament. He
says :

—

“ The principle was becoming every day more
established that the relations between this country

and the colonies of British North America were
very much on the basis of an offensive and
defensive alliance between two self-governing com-
munities united together by allegiance to one

legitimate Sovereign.”
What attitude then ought we to assume in

reference to the new duties devolving on us.

Is it not natural for British statesmen to look

upon the Union of the Colonies, as a means of

defence ? Do they not feel, have they not a right

to feel, that the effect of Union would be largely

to improve the possibility of defence?

It is a favorite argument against it to say that

by Union, we will obtain no more money, no more
men, and how is it possible then for Union to im-

prove our position ? It is true we have no more
means, no more men, but what we have is con-

centrated, there would be one heart, one soul, one

purpose, one controlling power, extending over

the whole Confederation, from Sarnia to Sydney.

Suppose this argument had been used at the

time of the American rebellion, that instead of

concentrating their forces, and their means, each

State had acted upon its own responsibility, does

not everybody know, that instead of being able

to maintain a war for seven yerrs, against the

greatest Naval and Military power in the. world

and then to establish their independence, the

result would have been very different.

I hold in my hand the observations of a distin-
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guished writer in the United States, which are

exceedingly apposite to the subject under discus-

sion, and which, with the permission of the House,

I will read.

The writer is speaking of the necessity of a

concentrated power, where offence or defence is

concerned and says :

“ A Government authorized to declare war, but

relying on independent States for the means of

prosecuting it—capable of contracting debt and
of pledging the public faith for the payment, but
depending on thirteen distinct Sovereignties for

the preservation of that faith, could only be res-

cued from ignominy and contempt by finding those

Sovereignties administered by men exempt frem
the passions incident to human nature.”

I think that these observations made by the

writer in the serenity of the closet, not under the

influence of the excitement of a partizan, are en-

titled to great consideration and weight.

There is another point to which I wish to draw
the attention of the House, and from which some
valuable hints may be had from the same source.

Many persons have been frightened into ihe idea

that a union would be injurious to the best in-

terests of the Province. They will perceive that

the same style of argument was used against the

adoption of clauses in the Constitution of the

United States.

I read from the same author :

“ This feature of the Constitution gave rise to

most animated discussion, in which reason was
employed to demonstrate the mischiefs of the sys-

tem, and imagination to pourtray them in all the

the exaggerations which fear and prophecy could
invent. Looking back, indeed, to that period
with the calmness with Which we naturally review
events and occurrences, which are now felt only as

matters of history,one is surprised at the puerility

of some of the objections, the absurdity of others,

and the overwrought coloring of almost all which
were urged on this head against the Constitution.

That some of them had a just foundation need not
be denied or concealed, for the system was
human, and the result of compromise and con-
ciliation in which something of the correctness of

theory was yielded to the interests or prejudices

of particular States, and something of inequality

of benefit borne for the common good.”

I would ask if that is not the same ordeal that
we are passing through now, and precisely the
same as any country, that attempts any organic
change in its constitution must experience.

The objections to it were not more exaggerated,

than that these which are urged against the
scheme, now before the people of this country.

If he had wished to describe what had taken
place in New Brunswick, and was now going on
in this province, it would have been difficult to

have done so, in more graphic terms than that
used by the writer he had just quoted.

Now sir, I have said that British statesmen
look upon Union, as the best mode of providing
for the defence of these Colonies, in time of
danger, and from the remarks of Lord Derby, it

would be seen that he never contemplated the
possibility of its being rejected by the Colonies,

29

but rather looked upon it as a thing already pas-
sed. But what says the press of England, that

exponent of public opinion, what says the London
Times,which every Englishman reads, and which
howver much it may be sneered at by s.me,
largely moulds the opinions, not only of the

British nation, but of the civilized world. What
do we find in its columns on the subject ?

“But for war, and the forays, raids, and other

outrages that lead to it there is no reason why
every province should not be politically indepen-

dent of its neighbor. We unite for security, and
the greater the danger, or the more powerful the

possible aggressor, the larger the union necessary

for self-defence. To England it is a matter of

very little importance whether she sends one
Governor or half-a-dozen to her American Colo-

nies and the relations of those communities, one
with another are only a matter of local conveni-

ence. But we are approaching a very different

state of things. The Government at Washington
sees, as it believes the beginning of the end, and
now announces, with more confidence than ever,

that this is the last campaign and that this very
summer will see Federal unity not only restored

but ready for Federal action. They make no
secret of their intentions to present an enormous
list of demands , which they are quite aware we
shall not acknowledge , aud which, indeed, they

do not wish us to acknowledge.”

“In the event of a war with the states it is clear

that all our Provinces must be placed under one

military command. Do what we will, no unity
of administration that we can establish will be
equal to that of the invader. If this disadvantage
be urged as an argument against the very at-

tempt, it is our duty to reply that the Provinces
farthest outlaying from the colonial centre, and
most obnoxious to the ottack of the foe, are just

those which would most depend upon our aid.

That gives us a special voice m their case. If

the Maritime Provinces seriously intend to adhere
to the British Crown ,

it is impossible to say
what fleets, what garrisons, what ironclads. What
ordnance we shali have to pour into Halifax and
the other ports, all at our cost. Having, then,

an additional right to speak in this case, we
venture to say that if Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick seriously intend to be loyal they ought

to act accordingly , and declare for Confedera-
tion.”

M. Foster in his address uses this language.
“ Therefore we had a right to call upon the North
American colonies by organization and union to

assist m their own defence , and to prove their

patriotism by a willing contribution of money
and of men.”

Now I would ask are we in the face of all this

prepared to tell the people of England that we
dispise their advice and reject their counsel. That
although it is the opinion ofBritish statesmen and
the British press, and the British people, that

union is our only safety, we think differently.

We will be loyal only in our own way. We will

accept the protection of. the British forces and
fleets, but this must be given on our terms, not on
theirs. Is this the course we should adopt?
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It is clear that the moment the colonies

manifest a disposition to separate from the par-

ent state, that moment will the connection be

severed. There will be no disposition on the part of

England to force us to remain, while on the

other hand, the greatest statesmen of the parent

country have affirmed in unmistakable terms tnat

if the Colonies wish to be loyal, the power of old

England will be used to protect them from ag-

gression, all they ask is to put ourselves in a posi-

tion to make our defence more easy.

I have heard it stated over and over again
that England may forsake Canada and retain

Nova Scotia. This I consider a perfect fallacy,

and I defy anybody to produce proof in cor-

roboration of such an idea, either from docu-
ments emanating from any English statesman,
or from any speech delivered by any public
man in Parliament. But even supposing it

were true, what position, I would ask, would
Nova Scotia be placed in? It would not be
the first time that she has been the battle

ground of two great nations. When Canada
and Cape Breton were French, and the rest of

North America English, Nova Scotia was the
arena upon which the struggles of these great
powers in this contest took place—struggles
which were continued till the extinction of

French power in these Colonies. Surely, no
one would desire to see that state of things re-

enacted; and yet, if the idea of the aban-
donment of Canada were realized, we would
be in even a worse position than we were in
during the contest I have alluded to. But such
an idea is absurd. The moment that the bond
of connection between Canada and the Mother
Country is severed, that moment we also cease
to be a possession of the British Crown.
Whether united with Canada by Confedera-
tion or not, we are bound together by acommon
fate and a common interest, and we must
stand or fall together. There is one point
that I intend to advert to for a moment,
and that is to shew the reason why Great
Britain has a right to dictate to us the method
of our defence. No other such frontier as that
which divides Canada from the United States
exists between two great countries. In its

length it is unlike any other,—and there is ano-
ther peculiarity about it, that whilst the fron-

tier of most other countries is defended by
those who live behind it—in the case of Cana-
da alone part of the forces which defend it has
to be brought from some three or four thousand
miles away—while the great centres of popula-
tion of the assailing force are at our doors.

—

Thex*efore, I think, if Great Britain is obliged
to defend a frontier so extensive as this, she
has a right to give some advice, and we have a
right to listen to her advice as to the course we
ought to take, and the attitude we ought to

adopt on the question of defence.
It has been asserted by some that the tempta-

tion to the United States to take possession of

Canada is greater than against Nova Scotia.

—

I am rather inclined to think that the tempta-
tion is the other way. Let us look for a moment
at the character of the two countries. There is

no doubt that Canada in her agricultural re-

som*ces, is a great country—that her extent and
value are enormous; but the Western States
are largely of the same character. The prairies

of Ohio, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan,
afford ample room for the settlement of the

surplus population of the United States for a
long time to come, and Canada could give her
nothing in this respect that she does not alrea-
dy possess.
But, when we turn to Nova Scotia, we find

she possesses a source of inexhaustible wealth
not to be found along the whole seaboard of
the United States. We find clustered along the
coast large centres of population, engaged in
arts and and manufactures, for whom warmth
and light have to be provided, while the materi-
al for warming and lighting them has to be
sought for abroad. We find this material
supplied in in exhaustible quantities by a
country just at their doors, separated from
them only by a political line. We find
their comfort and their commerce depend-
ent largely upon this little colony, and if

their public men look at it as their pri-
vate men look at it, (who have already come
down and peaceably acquired a large in-

terest in our coal fields, with a shrewd eye to
the future,) I think that so far as temptations
for conquest are concerned, the coal fields of
Cape Breton are as likely to be coveted, as the
fields and the plains of Canada.
There is another matter too, which should

exercise some influence upon the public men
of the United States—we happen to possess a
population of some 20,000 men, engaged in the
fisheries and navigation. To a country desir-
ous of extending her naval power what great-
er inducement could be held out than the pros-
pect of adding 20,000 sailors to her navy?
While, therefore, the possession of that num-
ber of men in time of peace when engaged in
the prosecution of this valuable branch of in-
dustry, is most important to any country. Any
one who knows how Northern commerce has
been swept off the sea by a few Southern ves-
sels can understand how we should suffer if

the dogs of war were let loose upon the 8000
vessels which constitute our marine, and upon
whose safety and earnings depends so much of
the benefit and prosperity of our people. When
the calamity of war does come we need not
flatter ourselves either that it will not fall

upon us, or that if it does fall on us, that we
shall be less sufferers than our neighbors. The
hon. Pro. Sec. had referred to another subject
which had always largely entered into the
consideration of the question—the construction
of the Intercolonial Railroad. I appeal to
those who have always attached great impor-
tance to the co mpletion of that work whether
there ever was a time when its most sanguine
advocates could have anticipated that it would
be accomplished upon terms so advantageous
to the Province, as those now within our reach.
Surely if there should be any weakness in the
other arguments in favor of Union, the pros-
pect of the immediate realization of this great
enterprise is one which ought to have great
weight. The advantages that Nova Scotia
would derive from the completion of this work
have been so often dilated upon that I do not
consider it necessary to refer to them at the
present moment further than to say that
with Nova Scotia, the great forefront
of the continent, behind us, with Hali-
fax, the great entrepot of the markets of
the far West—with steamers running—not
fortnightly—but daily to Europe—with the
mail communication not only of our own colo-
nies but of the United States passing over|our
soil—with all the commercial and material
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prosperity tliat such a state of things would
produce, who can estimate the position we
would occupy in a few years time should this

Union he accomplished?
Let us look now at the United States before

the commencement of this war, and see if the
condition of affairs there does not present a
powerful argument for Union. A population
of three millions in 1773 grew into thirty mil-
lions hy 1860. They presented a spectacle of
progress in wealth, in arts, in civilization, in

commercial prosperity, which amazed the
people of Europe. How it may he asked what
produced the rapid and unprecedented ad-
vancement of this country? What produced
such effects within the compass of a single
life? It was, no doubt, owing to various
causes. Fertility of soil, variety of climate,
the education of the masses of the people, each
and every one of these causes had its effect.

But they had had the same soil, the same cli-

mate, and the same means of education for
some 80 years before 1780, and yet the popula-
tion had only reached three millions. What,
then, was the main cause of all this? It was,
that before 1780 they were divided, just as
these Colonies are now. They had separate
governments, separate tariffs, with hostile
armies of Customs officers oh their borders,

—

they had separate currencies, and were divided
by sectional differences just as much as we are
now. But the moment they were united under
one government—the moment that the armies
of officials which hampered and restricted
trade in every State were struck off—the mo-
ment that the system was adopted by which an
article entering the Union at one port could
pass free to any other—from that moment a
stimulus was given to trade and commerce and
manufactures which has had no parallel in the
world’s history. Contrast this state of things
with the system pursued by the States of
Europe. There fifty different States have at
least five and twenty separate tariffs, and are
obliged to maintain armies of Customs officials

—embarrassing trade, and injuring the com-
merce of the country.
I am not prepared to say—it would be absurd

to suppose—that by a union with Canada we
will arrive at the same commercial prosperity
as the United States have attained, but I do
say that just as the union of those States has
contributed to that result, so will our union
produce corresponding advantages on a small-
er scale. In connection with the opposition
that this scheme has received, I would like to
call attention to the fact that not only was the
same style of argument used by the opponents
of the union of the American States, but the
objections came from the same class. At the
close of the American war, when the pressure
which had kept them together had nearly
ceased to operate, the question of Union
by a more indissoluble ^and by a closer bond,
was brought before the American people fi5r

adoption or rejection, just as has been done in
these Provinces—and it is rather singular that
in that case as in this, the strongest objections
were made by the smallest province. We find
that while the more populous States acquiesced
in the propriety of Union, little Rhode Island,
with a population of 60,000, took three years
before she would accept it,—just as Prince Ed-
ward Island is now the strongest in opposition
to the present scheme. While upon this sub-
ject, let me say, in reference to the relative size

of these Provinces as compared with that of
the American Provinces, before they went into
Union, that there was not one of the thirteen
States as populous as Lower Canada now is

—

that no two of them had a population equal to
that of Upper Canada now—that two of them
had a smaller population than Prince Edward
Island, the smallest of the British Provinces,
has now.
Well, the union ultimately took place, and

what was the result? A degree of prosperity
which has astonished the whole civilized world.
And well do the people of the United States
appreciate it. What is it that now stirs the
heart of that great nation to its inmost depths?
Is it not their attachment to union?—their
consciousness that upon union depends, to a
large extent, their character, their prestige in
the world, their national position? Is it not
this which has plunged them into the most
sanguinary war which history records? Is it,

then, all a chimera they are fighting for? I do
not suppose—I am not desirous of conveying
the absurd idea, that all that union has done
for them it will do for us

;
but what I do con-

tend is, that it will largely improve our trade,
our industry, our manufactures; that on a
small scale, to be sure, but, to a large extent,,
it will develope every resource we have, and
improve our prosperity.
But it may be contended that the union I

am arguing for is not the one which is con-
templated by the resolution before the house.
That is true

;
and yet it is not the less true that

every argument in favor of the larger union
is an argument in favor of the lesser. The
advantages may not be so great, but they are
in the same line

;
and there is nobody who

argues for the larger union that does not feel
that if that is impracticable, the lesser union is

a step in the right direction.
They might shrink from undertaking both at

the same time—many might suppose that it

would be too great a shock to our social frame
work, if at the same moment we were to con-
struct the Union of the Lower Provinces by an
amalgamation of our Legislature, and erect a
central machinery at the headquarters of the
Federation. There is, therefore, much to be
said in favor of the smaller Union, when the
action of Hew Brunswick has rendered the
discussion of the other question not a practical
discussiou. In the Lower Provinces at all
events there are no. distinctions of race, of
creed, of commercial or territorial interest to
separate us—united, we should have a broader
field, a larger revenue, a less proportionate
burden in the maintenance of civil govern-
ment. If the time should come when we enter
into Confederation, the Maritime Colonies,
united, will form a more solid phalanx in the
United Legislature—would be governed by a
more united sentiment—would wield a power-
ful influence. Therefore, whether this Union
should end with the Lower Colonies or should
expand to Confederation, it will be alike use-
ful to us—and I have great pleasure, therefore,
in seconding the resolution introduced by the
Provincial Secretary.

Reply of Mr. Annand.
Mr. Annand then rose and addressed the

house as follows

:

Mr. Speaker—It is now about a year since
a resolution was laid on the table of this house
requesting his Excellency to appoint delegates
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to consider with others from New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island the subject of a
Union of the Maritime Provinces. That dele-
gation was appointed, and a conference took
place at Charlottetown, and somehow or other
the gentlemen who went thither were spirited
away to Canada. Now, I hold that these gen-
tlemen had no authority from this house to
proceed to Canada to deliberate upon any
other scheme than that contained in the reso-
lution laid upon the table last session by the
Provincial Secretary. We may be told they
were invited by the Governor-General, and
that permission was accorded them by the
home authorities. But what did they do in
P. E. Island? Any one taking up the papers
laid upon the table of the house, will see that
the question of the Union of the Maritime
Provinces was scarcely taken into considera-
tion at all. And I have it upon the best
authority—from one of the delegates them-
selves—from a speech delivered at Toronto by
Mr. McCully—that the question of Union was
not even approached in a spirit to assure suc-
cess. That gentleman said

:

“I suppose you will hardly believe me when I tel 1

you that the representatives of the maritime provinces,
who had been convened for the purpose of securing a
particular constitution for themselves, having heard
your delegates, actually adjourned with their work
unfinished, if I perhaps may coin a word, unbegun .

—

(Cheers.)”

That is the way in which these gentlemen
discharged their duty to this house and the
country.

PLEDGE TO SUBMIT THE SCHEME.
Let me turn your attention, for a few mo-

ments, to another view of this question. Those
gentlemen have come here with a resolution,
re-affirming the desirability of a Union of the
Maritime Provinces. They held a Conference
at Quebec—entered into certain arrangements
there—adopted the larger scheme. I admit at
once they were at liberty to confer on the sub-
ject, but I deny their right on behalf of the
people to adopt any scheme compromising this
country. What had we at the commencement
of the session? We are all familiar with the
agitation that took place immediately after
these gentlemen returned from Canada—with
the public meetings that came off in Halifax,
and in several of the rural districts. We all

know the language that was put in the mouth
Of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,
when he opened the present session. Was not
one-third of his speech devoted to the particu-
lar topic of Union? The gentlemen who now
surround him put into his mouth a pledge that
the matter would be brought to the notice of
the house at the present session. Why is it

not here? Did not these gentlemen promise
to bring this question of a Confederation of the
whole of the Provinces before us. It is unne-
cessary that I should read from the speech of
the Lieutenant Governor, because we are all

familiar with it. But let me give an extract
from a speech of the Attorney General of
Upper Canada (Hon. J. A. M‘Donald,) who
made use of these words in introducing this
subject of Confederation to the notice of the
people of Canada.
“ Every one of these governments (the governments

represented at this conference) was pledged to submit
the scheme of Confederation, as prepared by the Con-
ference, to the Legislatures of their respective Pro-
vinces.”

Could there be language more explicit than
that? Why, then, is not that scheme here?
Hon. E. Tache, President of the Legislative
Council and Premier of Canada, also said after
the result of the elections in New Brunswick
was known:
“ Notwithstanding the expression of opinion given

at the hustings in one of the provinces concerned, the
government of Canada had determined to go on with
the project by all the means they had in their power,
(hear, hear), and although it might be painful to them
to see their iellow delegates and friends of the mea-
sure defeated

;
it did not follow that the new men en-

tering Parliament in New Brunswick or in any of the
other Colonies would be adverse to the scheme, which
the Executives of those Provinces were bound to sub-
mit to their respective Legislatures.

Here again we have it from the lips of the
venerable Premier of Canada that these gen-
tlemen were pledged to submit the question to
this house—that even in New Brunswick the
Executive, formed since the elections, were
bound to submit it to the people of that eouu-
try. And have we not from the mouth of the
Provincial Secretary himself a distinct pledge
that the measure would have been submitted
here. Let me here draw your attention to a
report of his speech delivered at Truro, in
which he pledged himself to submit this mat-
ter to the people if the house, and if they did
not agree to it, that he would not remain a
single hour a minister of the crown, without
an appeal to the people. Let me read from
the Colonist

:

“Upon the subject of dissolution the Provincial
Secretary declared that the duty of the government
was too plain to admit of any doubt or dispute. They
had deferred calling Parliament for a full month later

than they intended, on purpose to give time, till the
latest possible period, for agitating and discussing the
subject in every possible way and manner. The dis-

patch qf the Secretary of State for the Colonies com-
manded them to submit the measure immediately to

Parliament, and he could say frankly that if those
who could deal with it, after hearing all that could be
heard or said on both sides, reject it, as at present ad-
vised, he should not remain Minister of the Crown a
single hour without dissolving the Mouse, and refer-
ring the 'subject to the country.”

In the face of these declarations, I ask
how it is that these gentlemen dared to
come down and present any other scheme
than that which, through the Lieutenant
Governor, by the leaders in both branches
of the Legislature in Canada, and the solemn
pledge of the Provincial Secretary himselL
they promised to submit to this house and
this people. How does the matter stand?
In virtue of the pledge made by the respective
governments,—even after the result of the
elections in New Brunswick was made known
—the government of Canada brought the ques-
tion up, dind passed it in their Legislature by
large majorities. In the little province of P.
E. Island, where confederation has but few
friends, the government, with a manliness that
did them credit, brought down the scheme
and were defeated upon it. What more? In
New Brunswick, the gallant Premier, leading
the government, went to the hustings and fell

under the force of public opinion. And it is

only in Nova Scotia that the administration,
ignoring their functions as a government,
shrank from the responsibilities of the posi-
tion, and violated their solemn pledges and
recorded engagements.

GENERAL REMARKS.
Passing now away from this matter,
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let me say a few words to my honorable
friend, the learned member for Colchester

—

generally termed the leader of the opposition.
Certainly not the leader of the opposition on
this question. And sometimes we put the
query to ourselves, whether he should be re-

cognized as the leader of the opposition at all?

I do not say this offensively, but I feel that
that hon. gentleman, on a question of such
large importance as this, has ill discharged his

duty to the gentlemen with whom he has long
been associated, when he ignored the functions
of the party that introduced responsible gov-
ernment into this country, and ventured to
agree in Canada to adopt a scheme without
reference to the people—contrary, as I believe,
to the principles under which our government
is formed. That hon. gentleman stated no
opinion had been expressed against Union.
But it must not be supposed in this case that
silence gives consent. If the question of im-
mediate union with Canada had been submitted
to the house last winter, I believe it would not
have been entertained at all. The sentiment
of this country has not come up to union with
Canada. It is true we have had delegates from
time to time, and eminent leading men have
proceeded to Canada and England authorized
to discuss the question in connexion with other
matters, but you never had any measure sub-
mitted. You never had the question offederal
union. Union in any form never was brought
up in a practical shape. But, says the learned
gentleman, the public opinion of England,
previous to 1857, was opposed to a union of
these colonies. So it was. There was a party
in England at that time who thought if these
colonies were united they would become pow-
erful and antagonistic to the mother country.
I admit a different feeling has come over the
British people in that respect. But let us look
at the motive. England is governed largely by
the mercantile interests

;
and the men of the

Manchester school, looking at the enormous
taxes imposed by Canada upon British manu-
factures, and that in 1862 a proposition to grant
a considerable sum of money towards the
maintenance of the militia was thrown out,
naturally look favorably upon a confederation
or any scheme which, in their opinion, would
not only have the effect of reducing the duties
upon manufactures, but of throwing the bur-
then of the defence of the provinces upon
themselves. Such is the belief of the British
people. Will they believe it now when the
views of all parties are better known? When
they perceive that the duties cannot be reduced
under confederation? When they hear that
the conference only proposed to give $1,000,000
for defences? Will they believe it when they
learn that, even in Canada, there is a large
party—including, it is said, even some of the
members of the government themselves—who
are not much disposed to keep up the connec-
tion with the imperial government unless they
guarantee a war loan. We have been told
about allegiance and loyalty, but what do we
find in the Toronto Globe, the organ of the hon.
George Brown, a personal friend of my own.
In his correspondence from Quebec, we are
told that there is a large party in Canada in
favor of annexation—a sentiment which has
been repeated in the editorial columns of the
same journal. And the apprehension was wide
spread, that unless the imperial government
bleed freely, they will look for more intimate
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relations with the neighboring States. That-
is said to be the feeling of a large party in
Canada.

WHAT THEY SAY IN ENGLAND.
We have been referred to opinions expressed

in England. Lord Derby, we are told, expres-
sed a strong opinion on the Reciprocity Treaty^
and alarm in consequence of the notice that
was given of its repeal; but when we have a
government in England, we do not look to the
opposition for the sentiments of the people of
that country. We look to the government as
the gentlemen representing public opinion.

—

Lord Derby’s observations, I may say, how-
ever, with regard to these colonies, were of the
most friendly character—he was ready to de-
fend these provinces at all hazards, and he
blamed the goverument for their want of fore-
sight

;
bpt I do not take his opinions as those

of the people of England. Let me refer you to
an authority equally as eminent as Mr. Foster,
Right Hon. Mr. Fitzgerald, a distinguished
member of the House of Commons who said:
“ I differ widely from the hon. member for Radnor-

shire (Sir J. Walsh), who seemed to consider that the
course lately taken by the American government in or-
der to effect the termination of the convention relat-

ing to the limitation (tf the navalforce of the two coun-
tries on the lakes was conceived, by the American go-
vernment in a spirit of hostility to England, and that
the termination of the reciprocity treaty marked a clear
spirit ofhostility to this country. I have never held
such language, nor do I think it is justified. As to
the limitation of the naval force on the lakes, the Am-
erican government are perfectly justified in proposing
it. What are the circumstances under which notice
to terminate the convention is good? By a party of
sympathiers making a descent from Canada, an Am-
erican vessel was seized on one of the great lakes, it

was only by accident that a second vessel was not sei-

zed
;
and the object might have been carried out for

the liberation of a large number of Confederate pris-
oners on Johnson’s island. Under such circumstan-
ces, seeing that there was nearly 2000 prisoners there
—that an attack had been made on American proper-
ty in American waters, I think the American govprn-
were justified in having recourse to this measure.”

There is the justification, and I consider it

ample. Suppose the position of affairs were re-

versed, and that we were American citizens,

and vessels were to be fitted out from the ports

of our enemy—would we not resent it, and it

there was a treaty in existence which prevent-

ed us arming boats on the lakes, would we not
give notice immediately of our intention to

bring it to a termination. I shall now produce
a much higher authority—no one else than Mr.
Cardwell himself, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies. The Provincial Secretary, on a pre-

vious evening, spoke in the tone of the alarm-
ist, as did also this afternoon, my hon. friend

from Colchester—held out the bug bear of the
notices given for the termination of the Reci-
procity Treaty—for the abrogation of the treaty
in reference to gunboats on the lakes, and for

bringing the labours of the Fishery Commis-
sioner to an end. All these facts were mentioned
with the usual great emphasis of that hon. gentle-

man as illustrations of the spirit of hostility that
influences the United States in respect to these
provinces. Now I do not think that gentleman,
as a Minister of the Crown in this country, was
warranted in indulging in that strain. My
hon. friend from Colchester who does not bear
the responsibilities of government, might say
this, but it did not become the Provincial Secre-
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tary to use the language he did in respect to a
country with which we are at peace, and with
which we should ever remain so. What does
Mr. Cardwell say in reference to the relations

between the U States and the mother country?
“ The hon. member for Bradford in the course of his

eloquent speech wished me to answer two questions—
viz. Whether we can truly state that our relations
with the United States continue to be, as they have
hitherto been, perfectly friendly. I can without re-

serve give him such an assurance (hear, hear.) The
hon. member also asks whether in that correspon-
dence which has not been given to the house there
are not some documents bearing on the question of
theAlabama. With equal confidence and with equal
leasure I can assure the house that I f can give the
on. member the answer he desires. There are no

papers in that correspondence such as he describes as
bearing on the question as it stands between the two
countries.”

Now with an assurance of that kind from so

distinguished an authority as the Colonial Sec-
retarywhy should we be startled with their alarm
cries that we are to be overrun by the hordes of
the States. But what does Lord Palmerston
eay?
“ I am persuaded that the tone of moderation which

has prevailed in this debate will be useful in Canada
and the United States. * * * I can only confirm the
statement of my right hon. friend that the relations

Of the two government at the present moment are per-
feetty friendly and satisfactory (hear, hear). We
have no complaint to make against the government
of the United States. They have acted in a fair and
honorable manner towards us in all matters which
have arisen between us.”

With these opinions expressed by the leader
of the government in the house of Commons,
why should our attention be directed to the Lon-
don Times which is given here as an authority
upon a matter of public opinion in England. I

hold, sir, that the house of commons is the place

to look for illustrations of public opinion in Eng-
land, and for accurate information respecting the

relations between Great Britain and the United
States. We all know the character of the Lon-
don Times. On the 7th March, a fire eating ar-

ticle was issued in the columns ot that paper re-
dolent with abuse of the British North America
Colonies, a few days before this debate from
which I have quoted took place. On the 17th
the debate on the Defences came off, and on
the following day the Times changed its tone,

and was perfectly lamb -like.

DEFENCE.
My hon. friend from Colchester referred to

the question of defence. He said, “ See the
advantage that we will in that respect derive

from Union. You will have a concentration of
men and money.” I contend that Confederation
will give you no more money, no more men,
and as to concentration you have now just as

much as you would have then. We are told in

the language of the Times that under Confe-
deration we would be all under one military

command. Let me ask, Who commands the
forces in British America now ? Is it not Gen.
Williams at Montreal or Quebec? It is true

that the Militia may not be marched out of the
Province in the event of war, and I admit that

it is our duty in the case of hostilities to assist

our brethren in Canada and New Brunswick,
but under the existing state of our law you can*

not move a single regiment of militia across the
frontier. But does it require Confederation to

do that ? Cannot you, by a simple act of the
Legislature, give the Governor the power to
march out as many militiamen as you choose ?

So, really isolated as we are saidJOibe, the Com-
mander in-chief. at any moment, by agreement
made between the several Provinces, can have
the militia marched to the assistance of our fel-

low countrymen, and they in turn can be
brought to us in the time of peril. Then we are
told that British statesmen look forward to Con-
federation as a means of defence. Had they
been told, as we were three months ago, that this

Confederation was only going to give a million
of dollars, what would the people of England
have said ? What did they say in the debate
to which I have referred? The report of Col
Jervois was read, and it was suggested that Ca-
nada would contribute, not for defence alone,
but for fortifications, the enormous sum of
$6,000,000. A million has been granted by
Canada during the late session towards fortifica-

tions, not to be expended until the delegation
learn whether they can obtain from England
the guarantee for the war loan they wish. Du-
ring the late session a million and a half—the
half million for frontier defences—was given by
Canada alone—or half a million more than we
were told the entire Confederation would give.

The gentlemen who went to Canada, among
other startling things, agreed to do this—to bind,
as far as they could, these several provinces to

contribute their share towards any sum of mo
ney that Canada might raise or borrow towards
the defences of the country. That was denied
by the delegates at one of the public meetings,
but I hold in my hand an extract from a speech
delivered since that time by Hon. J. A. Macdo-
nald, and what does he say ?

“ With respect to the defences they were now the
subject negotiations with the Imperial Government,
and the fullest information would be given to the
house on that subject. He might mention that the
Maratime Provinces, recognizing the peculiar position
of Canada geographically , and its danger in case of
hostilities, had, most cordially agreed that any sum
this Parliamen might vote for the defence of Canada
they would undertake their share of.”

Mark ! That Nova Scotia would undertake
to pay a share of “ any sum” the Canadian Par-
liament might vote for the defence of Canada.
Then our loyalty has been questioned by the
Times

, by that well informed organ of public
opinion that changes tone from day to day,
whose correspondent was down here, and whose
knowledge of geography was so extensive that

he found himself in Toronto when he came to

this province to meet the Prince of Wales.
That individual characterized our women as

“splay footed” and spoke of our country general-

ly in the most contemptous manner—who could
see nothing in Nova Scotia worthy of notice,

though he visited the fine towns of Windsor,
Pictou and Truro. It has bepn long remarked
that the sympathies of that journal are entirely

with the Australian Colonies, and that its desire

has been to shake us off- But we are not to be
browbeaten and bullied into Confederation by
telling us that our allegiance, which was never
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questioned before, is to be tested by the fact

whether we unite or refuse to unite with Canada.

WILL THE B N. A. COLONIES BE GIVEN UP.

Then we are told if Canada was given up,

could we be retained—that when Canada falls,

we share the same fate. I ask this plain ques-

tion Would Confederation save us? Would

any union of the people of these Provinces—

would any union of our means, unaided by the

British Government, save us in the event of the

Americans being determined to invade our coun-

try and possess it ? I say no ;
but what is the

idea implied but not expressed by these gentle-

men ? The idea implied is this : the Home
Government will not assist you unless you con-

federate. Now I challenge both of these hon.

gentlemen to shew me a single passage from a

despatch or a speech from a Minister of the

Crown that will warrant them in using such

language on behalf of the Home Government.

I contend that if Canada was given up to mor-

row or fell by force of arms, this Province would

still be retained. I believe that England feels,

and has felt for a long time, that Canada is the

weak point on this side of the Atlantic, and that

it is the opinion of many British statesmen that if

Canada were separated from England to-morrow

it would be a great gain to the mother country,

and imperil her far less. But there are inter-

ests peculiar to Nova Scotia—and in some res-

pects to New Brunswick also, which must influ-

ence England to keep them in her possession.

When these provinces are gone, what hope can

England have of retaining her possessions in

the West Indies ? Does any gentleman sup-

pose that England, whose greatness is made up

to a large extent by colonies scattered in differ-

ent parts of the globe, is going to part with

these sources of her power and prestige ? With

our inexhaustible coal fields and unrivall d har-

bors in the possession of an enemy, it must be

only a question of time when the West India

Islands would suffer the same fate. But I have

no belief that the Americans have any design

either upon Canada or the maritime colonies.

I think that at a time' not very far back, when
this harbor was the resort of blockaders—when
raids were made from Canada across the fron-

ts—when there was much excitement in con-

sequence of the fact that Canada was filled

with Southern sympathisers, and the impres-

sion was rife that that Province had not done

justice in respect to the raiders,—that then a

feeling of hostility existed which is fast

passing away. The Canadian Government
have made ample reparation, and by their recent

conduct have succeeded in establishing a better

feeling on both sides of the border. There will be

no disposition, I think, when this war is brought

to a close, to invade these provinces. In the

first place, the American 'government hav£ al-

ready accumulated a debt of £500,000,000 ster-

ling, charged with an extravagant rate of inter-

est, that involves an enormous taxation. Their
resources have been taxed to the utmost, a d
the time has come when they require peace.

After ail, what would they gain by these provin-

ces. Suppoea they became possessed of Canada

to-morrow, what would they have? a disaffected

people on their hands, who at any time should
renewal of hostilities with the South arise,

would combine with them and cause them to

lose their recently acquired possessions.

FREE TRADE AND CURRENCY.

Then the hon. gentleman has referred to Canada
as being our true back country. I have never
thought so. What is Canada to us ? Examine
the Trade Returns. We are told that under Con-
federation trade would grow up to an enormous
extent. I doubt it. But first let me say that our
proper back country is New Brunswick, especially

that part of it through which Mr. Plemming has
been exploring for the Inter-colonial Railway.
Although I know that her debt per head is larger

than ours, and her tariff is higher, still, looking
at the future, a connection with New Brunswick
would probably be attended with advantageous
results. The hon. member has turned attention

to the United States, and shown how much they
have gained in late years. How much has Canada
grown since Responsible Government was granted ?

Is it not a common remark, even with Americans,
that Canada has increased more rapidly than any
State of the Union ? And see how we have grown
ourselves, under self-government. We are told

that American prosperity is the result of free

trade. I admit at once that free intercourse

amongst the different States has been immensely
conducive to the advancement of that remarkable
people; but there are other causes that have
tended to make her a great country. First of all,

there is a great diversity of climate and produc-
tion. In the South they produce cotton, tobacco,

rice and sugar, and in the North they have manu-
factures, wheat and commerce; and, in addition

to all this, there is free trade between thirty mil-
lions of people. Suppose you had a Union with
Canada to-morrow, have you all these elements of
wealth ? This question of free trade with Canada
can be settled without a political Union

;
it is a

delusion to say otherwise. You might have had
free trade years ago

;
it was offered to the people

of Nova Scotia, as it was to those of New Bruns-
wick. It has been refused by both Provinces, for

very obvious reasons. In view of the building of

the Inter-colonial Railway, it was thought it would
largely affect their revenues. Manufactures are
much more developed in Canada than either in

New Brunswick or Nova Scotia; and under these

circumstances, it was thought that a large amount
of manufactures would flow into these Provinces,

and thereby largely affect our revenue. Therefore

it was wisely concluded that, until the Inter-

colonial Railway was obtained, we would postpone
the consideration of the question of free trade.

To those gentlemen who are urging a political

Union, for defence and free trade, for the purpose

of assimilating our currency and our postal ar-

rangements, I say that all these things can be
obtained without Confederation. They know that

Canadian statesmen to-morrow would be only too

happy to meet you on that platform, and give you
a free exchange of manufactures. The question of

currency might be adjusted by the Financial

Secretaries of the several Provinces in an after-
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noon; and, in reference to defence, the Legisla-

tures of the several Provinces could pass laws

similar to each other’s, under which the militia

of each might be called out at any time, without

a political Union. We are told of one heart, and
one soul, and one mind, in respect to the defence

of the Provinces. Now I hold that the British

Government, as long as this Province remains a

dependency, is the party to be charged with our
defences; and I would draw out of our treasury a

sum of money to be given by each Province every

year, under an Imperial act, if you please, with

the consent of our own Legislature, notwithstand-

ing the strong language which the hon. Provincial

Secretary made use of in respect to this matter on
a previous evening. I would hand over this ques-

tion of defence to the Imperial Government who
possess the material of war, combined with the

skill and science required in naval and military

operations. Now you grant considerable sums for

the militia, but how are they expended ? Do they

do a large amount of good? Would not any
money you would give be expended much more
satisfactorily by officers under the control of the

Imperial authorities? Let each Province con-

tribute liberally, according to its ability—and, so

far, I have yet to learn that there has been any
complaint made in regard to the sum of money
contributed by this Pi’ovince towards its militia

and defences.

REPLY TO PROVINCIAL SECRETARY.

The hon. Provincial Secretary defended his

action in reference to the Union question on the

ground of the opinions held in this House, and
elaborated from time to time by Mr. Howe, Mr.
Young and Mr. Johnston, and also by a lecture

delivered at Temperance Hall by Mr. McGee,
which was most enthusiastically received, and on
the conclusion of which a vote of thanks was
moved by two of the gentlemen I have just named,
to the lecturer. I would remind the Provincial

Secretary that no action was ever taken practically

upon this question. We have been told that a
resolution was passed in the session of 1861. I

was one of the delegates in 1862, and although

the question of Union was supposed to be before

us, the subjects that were really considered were
Pree Trade and the Inter-colonial Railway. I

may state frankly that there was no formal dis-

cussion at that convention on the question of

Union. It was looked upon as a matter in the

distance, to be consummated after an Inter-

colonial Railway and Pree Trade had been
enjoyed for years by the separate Pro-

vinces. Then, I say, the hon. gentleman had
no right to assume from anything that occurred

there, that the people of this country, were in

favour of Union, particularly such an one, as has

been propounded for our acceptance. The city of

Halifax is not the Province of Nova Scotia, and
the expression of opinion that we hear there

—

which will be heard to-morrow night—is not that

of the people. It can only be gathered by the

votes of the several counties, and whenever the

opportunity is given for the people to speak out

on the question, they will do so, in a manner that

will not be agreeable to the feelings of those

gentlemen, who have attempted to strike down
our liberties, and change our constitution. Then
we have been told Mr. Cardwell, the Colonial

Secretary, is in favour of this scheme. Of course
he is—as well as the people of England. The
Colonies have been a heavy burden upon them,
and any scheme that holds out a prospect of relief

from taxation, is naturally acceptable to them.
Now there are five British North American colo-

nies, with which the Colonial Secretary must keep
up a correspondence; and a Union of these would
doubtless largely decrease the labors of the office

But we are told that the 33 gentlemen, who
went to Quebee, were unanimously in favour of
the scheme. They may have been very unani«
mous there, but, somehow or other, some of them
ehanged their minds very quickly, when they re-

turned to their respective homes, and were brought
face to face with their constituents. We are t old

too that the Press of England are in favour of the

scheme. I respect much more the public opinion

of our own country. We are the parties who are

to be affectel for weal or for woe by any change
in our condition. How has New Brunswick
acted ? How is it that three-fourths of the recent-

ly elected representatives of the people in that

Province have been returned to oppose the Union
with Canada?

REPRESENTATION.

The Hon Provincial Secretary has alluded to

Representation by population, and defended it as

a sound principle, and quoted Lord Durham as a

high authority on the subject. If this system
is right as applied to a colony, why is it not

equally so, in respect to the mother country? Is

it in operation in Nova Scotia at the present

moment, or in any of the colonies, I ask the hon.

member for Cape Breton opposite how it is, if

this principle is right, that he sits here With only

one colleague, when the small county of Queen’s,

small in extent, as well as population, has three

representatives. Is it right ?

Mr. Bourinot

—

No.

Mr. Annand—Cape Breton has a right to addi-

tional representation by other considerations than
those of population ; look at her ooal fields, and
the vast amount of capital that is now developing

the resources of that fine county. It is a round
principle that property and clauses, should be re-

presented as well as numbers. That principle was
recognized as long ago as the time of the Union of

England with Scotland. Someof the most convinc-
ing arguments that I ever read was delivered by
Mr. Seton, one of the Commissioners for arranging

that Union, on the very point that property and
classes should be represented as well as numbers,
and that the smaller number of representatives was
given to Scotland in proportion to her numbers,

was justified on the ground that England was a
wealthier and more heavily taxed country, whilst

the former had to bear smaller burthens of

taxation. Lord Durham, it should be remember-
dd, highly respectable an authority as he may
be, was considered a radical reformer, as the

radical nobleman, and holding opinions opposed

both to the Whigs and Conservatives of England.

Is Earl Russell, the author of the Reform Bill, in
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favor ol the principle. On the contrary, hehas over
and over again declared against it, as inconsistent

with the rights and privileges of large classes

and interests in contradistinction to mere num-
bers. But Representation by population, says

the Provincial Secretary, is a sound principle as

applied to the Confederation of the British Ameri-
can Provinces. He has said-^and he argued the

question at considerable length—that 19 members
were as many as Nova Scotia, and 47 as many
as all the Maritime Provinces were entitled to,

in a House of 194. It must be recollected, how-
ever, that under Confederation you have separate

interests if you retain separate Provinces, and
whilst this is the case, you must expect difficul-

ties to arise.

CONFLICTS APPREHENDEEa

A difficulty applicable to this Confederation
that might arise, was suggested not very long
ago in one of the most celebrated organs of opinion
in England. It was supposed to arise between
the local Governor, appoint’d by the central

Government at Ottawa, and his House of Assem-
bly in Newfoundland. The matter is referred up
to Ottawa,and as it is supposed to be a question that

all the Maritime Provinces are interested in their

representatives combine and sustain Newfound-
land. Parties are close in the Central Parlia-

ment, and the result is, that with the aid of the

47 representatives of the Lower Provinces, the
local , and supposed to be subordinate Legislature,

triumphs over the central Parliament.
The matter is then finally referred to the

Colonial Secetary, who if he interferes is sure to

offend one or other party, a conflict of authority
follows, the issue of which it is not improbable
would be the destruction of the entire Confeder-
acy. If the Confederation was formed to-morrow,
I don’t believe it would last 10 years. It has not
the elements of strength. At one extremity you
have Vancouver’s Island and British Columbia,
and at the other, Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wich—inhabited by people of the Anglo-Saxon
xace with their indomitable spirit. Then between
these, in the very heart of the Confederacy, we
find the French population, cherishing opinions
adverse to those of the Anglo-Saxon, and it is out
of such discordant materials as these that you
propose to found a powerful and united Confedera-
tion.

WHO WOULD RULE.

The Provincial Secretary stated 'that these 47
Representatives would hold the balance of power
in the General Parliament just as the Irish mem-
members do in the British House of Commons. It

is true, they might, if they would agree, and
pulled together

;
but, as experience shows,

only once, in the time of Dan. O’Connell, did they
successfully unite in making a demand of justice

for their country. They have since been divided,as
we have been here, and as our Representatives
would be at Ottawa. Do you suppose parties

would cease under Confederation ? Would you
not have gentlemen supporting the Opposition,
and others, the Government

; and then what be-
comes of the argument of the 47 Representatives
from the Maritime Provinces, holding the

30

balance of power ? Those who happen to have
the ear of the Government will rule Nova Scotia.

Who will make the appointments in each Pro-
vince ? and the dismissals too ? Why, parties

who support the Government at Ottawa. You
will not be able to appoint a single officer in the
Revenue Department, in the Post Office, or to a
Light House. At present the member for the
County, who has the ear of the Government, can
get his friend appointed

;
but transfer the

power to Ottawa, and the appointment will be
made by the men who sit there.

THE LEGISLATIVE COUN0IL.
Now, a few words with respect to the Legisla-

tive Council, which, we are told, is to be composed
of three divisions. Upper Canada has 24, LowSr
Canada 24, and the Maritime Provinces 24, or
72 in all. It has been said that it was a great
concession to give us 24. What the Maritime
Provinces require in the central Parliament is

protection, and how are they going to get it, when
they havebut 24 Representatives to 48 Canadians in

the Legislative Council. Suppose the Reciprocity
Treaty were repealed, although I don’t believe it

will be actually repealed, but that it will be con-
tinued with some modification

;
but supposing it

is, might not the Confederate Parliament impose
a duty upon American flour, would it not be for

the interests of both sections of Canada to impose
that duty, and is it not probable it would be
done ? Then, I ask, who will have to pay that
duty. Every person knows that nine-tenths of
the flour consumed here, comes from the United
States. In such an event, as I have stated, it

would come from Canada under this boasted sys-

tem of free trade. Then every consumer of flour

in the Maratime Provinces would be called upon
to pay an extra price upon that indispensable ar-

ticle of food. With a Canadian majority of 147
in the Lower House, and a majority of 48 to 24
in the Upper Branch, what could we do but sub-
mit or rebel ?

If we are to have protection in the Legislative

Council, the only way we can get it, is to imitate
the example ofthe United States. Under their sys-

tem, the smallest State has the same number of
Representatives in the Senate as the largest. Little

Rhode Island has asmany voices as the Empire State
of New York. But suppose in the event of Union,
Canada had 12, and each of the Maratime Pro-
vinces the same number of members—Prince Ed-
ward Island as many as Canada, then, if any
injustice was attempted to be done to these Pro-
vinces in the Lower House, their Repretentatives
in the Legislative Council, by combining together,

could prevent it.

TRADE AND MANUFACTURES.

The Provincial Secretary says, if our trade is

ever expanded, it must be with British America.
I would be much obliged to the hon. gentleman if

he would show how that is to arrive under Con
federation. We have now free trade with all

British America in everything except manufac-
tures. Have we not a right to exchange every
article we produce—the products of the soil, the
forest, the mine, the sea—free of duty. Would
Confederation make one more customer than you
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have now without it. I admit, that with a popu-
lation of four millions, there would be much
greater temptation to embark in manufactures
than there is

;
but 1 challenge hon. gen-

tlemen to show me how we could compete with
Canada. Can you show the place where the coal,

iron, and limestone are found together in the

position to be manufactured on the seaboard.

Hon. Fin. Sec.—

P

ietou.

Mr. Annand—I know that in the Financial

Secretary’s county the manufacture of iron was
attempted by his friend, Mr. Davis, and it failed.

He found he could import the pig iron from Scot-

land more cheaply than he could manufacture the

inferior iron ore in the neighborhood of the

Albion Mines. Although they have no coal in

Canada, yet at the present day coal can be ob-

tained at a cheaper rate in Montreal than in Ha-
lifax. Perhaps at some future time iron works
may be established at Sydney, where there are

large deposits of coal
;
but I fear, the period is yet

tar oif. But ifyou think you can compete with the

manufactures of Canada, who have so much the

start of us, you can make arrangements for free

trade now just as well as under • Confederation.

All that the Government has to do, is to introduce

a resolution for a Conference at Quebec, and I

will guarantee that the Canadians will be only too

happy to second your wishes.

We have had free trade to a large extent with
the States and Canada, and what have been the
results. In 1864 our total imports were 12,600,-
000. Of this large amount Canada sent us but
$403,000, .about the three hundredth part of the
whole, and we exported to that country but
$330,000 worth. We took from the United
States four millions worth, or 100 times our im-
ports from Canada. We sent to them $2,445,770,
or 80 times our exports to Canada. Yet these gen-
tlemen tell you that we are to have a great expan
sion of trade with Canada in the event of Confedera-
tion. I maintain, then, that itisjhe true policy of

Nova Scotia, as of all of the Provinces to cultivate

friendly relations with the United States. They
are our near neighbors and natural customers.

OUB DEBENTURES.
Then the Provincial Secretary referred to

our Debentures and said they went up at once,
when the results of the Quebec Conference
were known in England. But look at the facts
of the case as they really exist. They did rise
suddenly, not, however, in consequence of the
news of Confederation, but because the bank
of England reduced its rate of interest. Did
not the securities of all the colonies, in every
part of the world, go up at the same time ?
Our debentures were quoted at 94 @97 on the
13th October, and on the 7th November, when
money was plenty, confidence was inspired,
and they went up to 100@ 102. On the 5th
January following they fell to 971, at which
price business was done

;
the difference in price

in these two quotations, arising entirely from
the fact that the half year’s interest was in-
cluded in the quotations in November, which
were payable on the first day of January.
And if it is true that, in view of Confederation,
our securities went up, what brought them
down again

;
why were they as low as 88 @ 92

on the 16th March, when Confederation was

treated as an accomplished fact in England.
What, but the civil war in America, which, it

was assumed, might lead to conflict in these
colonies?

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.
The hon. Prov. Secretary has referred to the

Intercolonial Railway, and I must admit that
has always been the strong card in the hands
of the Confederate party. Every person is

desirous of getting that railroad, although I am
not one of those who believe that the Inter-
colonial Railroad, as a commercial speculation,
is a very desirable undertaking. I think, how-
ever, looking upon it in the light of a great
highway—as a connecting link between the
Provinces, and for purposes of defence, that
its construction is really necessary. Such is

the view of hon. George Brown, and I refer

you on fhis point to his speech delivered in

the House of Assembly at Quebec. But, says
the Provincial Secretary, we have secured its

construction at only one-tenth of its cost, in-

stead of the 31-12ths, which we would have to

pay under the former arrangement. One rea-
son why I have a strong feeling against this

Union with Canada is, because I have no faith

in Canadian statesmen. I remember the way
we were treated with respect to the Interco-
lonial Railway—how the Canadian govern-
ment agreed to the scheme, and put it in the
form of a treaty engagement—how they went
to England and violated the promises they
made to the delegates from the Maritime Pro-
vinces—how they attempted to persuade the
British government to look upon their share in

the cost of the Intercolonial Railway as a con-
tribution towards local defences. Mr. Glad-
stone made every effort he could to meet their

views in reference to the sinking fund—promi-
sing to invest the amount, if they wished it, in

their own securities
;
but even then they refused

to ratify the solemn agreement which had been
made between the Provinces in 1862. We are
told that this Railroad is to be procured only
under Confederation. But let it be remember-
ed that that work is far more necessary to

Canada than to ourselves. We have lived
and prospered without it, and we can continue
to do so; but its construction is to Canada a
necessity. Some of their most eminent men
have said, they must have the Intercolonial
Railway at any cost—they must either have
a Federal Union or annexation to the States.
Are they obliged to have annexation with the
United States? Cannot they now enter into
commercial relations with us? Cannot all of
the advantages they desire be obtained with-
out the political union into which it is attempt-
ed to drag us What was said by some of the
most eminent statesmen of Canada on this

subiect in the debate on Confederation.
Hon. Mr. Cartier, Attorney General,' East, said:

—

He had stated before audiences in the Lower Pro-
vinces that, as far as territory, population, and wealth
are concerned Canada was stronger than any other
Province, hut at the same time was wanting in one ele-

ment necessary to national greatness—the Maratime
one ; and that, owing to the large tiade and commerce
of Canada, extensive communication with Great Bri-

tain at alhseasons was absolutely necessary. Twenty
years ago our commerce for the year could be mana-
ged by communication with Great Britain in the sum-
mer months only. At present, however, this system
was insufficient, and for winter communication with
the sea-hoard we Were left to the caprice of our Ame-
rican neighbors, through whose territory we must pass.

Col. Haultain, a prominent supporter of the
Canadian government, expressed himself in
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the clearest terms on this point, Canada must
have it, “ political union or no ”

;

“ Recounting the recent unfriendly act ofthe United
States, he said it must be manifest that ice needed a
new outlet to the ocean—new channels for trade . when
the old one was taJcen away. It seemed astonishing

to him that any one desirous of seeing an independent
Power here, separate from the United States, could
oppose this scheme. With reference to the Intercol-

onial Railway he thought it was brought unneccessar-

fly into prominence in this scheme. We must have
that, andpay for it tvhHher we have political union or
no. It teas needed.for commercial, social, and, defen-

sive purposes.”

Then we have the testimony of Mr. Rose,
who sits for Montreal, and was formerly a
a member of the government:
“We were now almost commercially dependent on

the United States, and were dependent for access to

the ocean on them. If they do away with the bond-
ing system or increase the difficulties of the passport
system we would be practically shut out. Give us a
railroad to St John’s and Halifax and we would be-

come commercially independent and free. If they
’know we have those avenues they will not shut us out.
* * * We were told to remain as we are. We could
not. How could we remain for ever commercially
dependent upon the United States and their fiscal

legislation, so that the Upper Canada farmer could
not send a bushel of grain or a barrel of flour to Eu-
rope except by the permission or at the whims of the
States. They were piling up vexations on the tran-
sit trade by consular certifications, passports, & c.

The Senate was recently considering the bonding sys-

tem. If abolished before the International railway is

built the merchants ofCanada would be ruined. They
would have to import six months supply of goods,and
farmers must keep their grain and Jose their winter
markets . The raiiway would cost a good deal ofmoney
but it icas one of the unfortunate incidents of ourposi-
tion and a necessityfor us.”

And last, but not least, tbe veneral Premier,
Hon. E. P. Tache, said that Canada could not
hope to maintain “ a separate national exist-

ence ” without the intercolonial railway.
Hear him:

“ There never was a great, nation without any mari-
time element, and Canada shut outforfive monlis, by
icy barriers,from the sea, could not develop so long as
she had not ports acesssible in winter, nor hope to

maintain a separate national existence, but must be
at the mercy of other powers. Canada was now like

the man with excellent farms, but without access of
his own to the highway, depending on the good hu
mour of a neighbour for it. If the neighbor grew an-
gry he might shut up the road and the gate. They
had threatened the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty,
and had established the passport system, which almos
amounted to non-intercourse. The gate being almost
shut we must secure another way to reach the high-
way.”

So I maintain now, as I have always main-
tained—as I did in Canada three years ago

—

that the Intercolonial Railway is more a ne-'
cessity to her than to us. And I am glad to
perceive that during the past year the Govern-
ment of Canada, awakening at last to the im-
portance of the work, at Their own expense ap-
pointed Mr. Fleming to make a survey of the
route for the Intercolonial line, and I have no
doubt, Confederation or no, we will get the
road ere long completed,—unless indeed the
British Government require Canada to contri-
bute too much for fortifications. It is quite
clear that Canada cannot maintain a separate
existence, unless she has access to the sea
through friendly territory.

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.
The hon. Provincial Secretary has referred

to the local governments, and declared that

they will not he insignificant in character---

that the Houses will still be a place where men
of as great ability will aspire as those whp sat

here in former times. At that time there was
only one place of political preferment that
those gentlemen could aspire to, that’was this

House. Now there will he two—one at Otta-
wa, where the salaries will be large, and the
government liberal to a degree unknown in
this country. I would like to hear the Provin-
cial Secretary tell us what kind of local go-
vernment we are to have—is there to he one
House or two?—and if only one Chamber bow
many members are to sit there ? Are we to have
responsible government as now with Heads of
Departments? These are matters of great
importance to the people of this country in

connection with this subject—they are inter-

esting to those gentlemen who do not expect
to go to Ottawa, but aspire to come here again.
They wish to learn whether this body is to be
only a little more important than a Court of
Sessions or a City Council. I pamse for a
reply from the Provincial Secretary, but I
know in vain.

TAXATION UNDER CONFEDERATION..
The hon. Provincial Secretary referred to

the large majority by which this scheme has
been adopted in Canada. That country under-
stands her own interests

:
too well not to re-

ceive the scheme favorably. She knows that we
have a surplus revenue, that we are a largely
consuming people, and would be a valuable
acquisition as contributors to the central trea-
sury. I am not going into tbe financial argu-
ment, I will leave that in the hands of a friend
perhaps more familiar with the subject than
.myself, but 1 cannot refrain from quoting one
or two. authorities on the subject of taxation.
Mr. Galt, in that celebrated speech of his,

which has so often been referred to, says:
“ In the case of the Lower Provinces, the average

tariff was about 12£ per cent, and where now collect
millions dollars, under a higher tarijf like that of

Canada at least three millions dollars icould there
be raised.”

Now, mark you, our taxation is to be in-
creased from two and a half millions to three.
Our advalorem duties are ten percent. New
Brunswick has an average tariff of fifteen and
a half per cent.

:

It is proposed by Mr. Galt to reduce the
advalorem duties from 20 to 35, but my firm
belief is that they will have to he advanced
to 25, or resort had to direct taxation in order
to enable them to meet the increased expend!
ture that confederation will bring. He says
the maritime provinces, under confederation
will have to contribute half a million more
than now. New Brunswick is nearly as
heavily taxed already as Canada, and Prince
Edward Island being a small colony, wa
would have to bear the larger .proportion or
the half million. On this subject the Toronto
Globe, government organ, not very long ago
said:
“ There can be no doubt that (under Confederation)

the Lower Provinces would be heavy tax-payers.”

And the Leader, then supporting Confedera-
tion, remarked:
“ The tariff of Canada is higher than that of any of

(hi other Provinces. There can be no doubt that Con-
federation will involve an increase of expenditure,
and perhaps a very large increase.

I will now turn your attention for a short
time to another branch of the subject, having
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no reference to the hon. gentleman’s speech—
to the position we occupy as a free people.
We all remember the struggle that took place
in this country to obtain departmental and
responsible government; it was the work of
years. The complaint then was, that our
affairs were managed in Downing Street—that
you could not make a single appointment or
control your revenues without reference to
that quarter.

SELF GOVERNMENT.
I contend that you are going to establish a

second Downing Street at Ottawa under the
scheme of Confederation—that you will hand
over the control of the most valuable institu-

tions that we now possess. There is your
REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

from which you derive the greater portion of
the money which you expend for the improve-
ment of your roads, your schools, your break-
waters, and other local services. That great
source of power it is proposed to hand over to
a body of gentlemen sitting at Ottawa, where
ou will have 19 out of 194 members. You
ave at this moment 75 ports of entry and

clearance. If I remember aright, they have
but 84 in all Canada. It has been the policy of
this country, since it has had the control of
this department, to afford every possible conve-
nience to the people of the country

;
so that

whenever an application is made for a Custom
House, it is granted as almost a matter of
course. And so rapid has been the extension
of the system, that while 20 years ago there
were but 15 ports of entry and clearance in the
Province, there are now five times that num-
ber. Suppose, now, that you were confede-
rated, and the attention of the Finance Minis-
ter at Ottawa was drawn to the fact that this

little Province had 75 ports of entry, and some
of them collecting no revenue at all

; and sup-
pose that an application was made by the
people of some one of the counties that an-
other be added to the number, what would
be the answer? They would be told, “ Your
Province has already more than she is entitled

to ;—although we have eight times your popu-
lation, yet we hardly have a greater number
than you have

;
and we believe your number

ought to be reduced.” And how could you
help yourselves? Again, suppose a vacancy
took place here to-morrow, who would fill it

up? Some one at Ottawa who had the ear of
the Government—a Nova Scotian, perhaps, if

any of them were supporting the Administra-
tion, and if not, some Canadian, who knows
nothing of your country or its people. And so
with dismissals. Now you can arraign the
Government here, create a public agitation on
the subject, and so affect public opinion as to
disturb their tenure of office.

The same state of things would.exist in re-

spect to your
POST OFFICE 4-NP LIGHT HOUSES.

There is no country in the world that pos-
sesses more postal accommodation than Nova
Scotia. We had on the 30th Sept., 1863, 493

Post and Way Offices, 4568 miles of mail route,

971,688 miles of annual travel, Capada at the
same period had 1,974 post and way offices,

15,327 miles mail route, and 6,110,000 annual
travel. So it will be perceived that while the
population of Canada is eight times as great as
purs, our post offices have been multiplied

until they are one-fourth as numerous as those
of Canada, and the miles of mail route nearly
one-sixth. It is clear, then, that the advantage
is largely in our favor—so large that if, under
Confederation, an attempt was made to in-
crease the number of offices and rides in this
Province, the applicants would probably be
met with a sharp rebuff—told that they had
more than their share already, some of which
might very well be dispensed with. I took the
liberty of asking the Postmaster General, the
other day, how many newspapers passed
through the post office prior to the control of
that department being transferred to this
country; and, largely as I knew the increase
in the circulation of letters, under cheap post-
age, and free newspapers, had grown, I was
startled at the figures. In 1849, when the|change
took place, the number of letters passed
through the post office was 201,000
and in 1864 the number had grown to. .1,534,000

Increase 1 ,333,000
The number of newspapers passed through

the post office in 1849 was 258,000
In 1864 there were 3,941,000

Increase 3,683,000
Pretty satisfactory evidence, I think, of the

value of the power to regulate and manage
our local affairs.

We have in this country, I may add, the
privilege of having our papers pass through
the post office free, but in case of Confedera-
tion they would be taxed just as they are in
Canada now.
And what I have said in respect to the Post

Office and Customs departments, applies equal-
ly to the Light Houses. Now you have 48
Light Houses—27 west, and 21 east, and you
are building three more this year. Suppose you
were to be confederated to-morrow, how many
would you be allowed to build in addition to
that number. They would tell you, you must
wait, if you wanted more, until the canals were
enlarged, and the north-west territory was
opened up.

FINANCIAL POSITION UNDER CONFEDERA-
TION.

I will now call attention to another view of
this subject, and not the least important. Let
us glance for one moment at what our financial
condition would be under Confederation. Un-
der the arrangements made by the Delegates,
we are to have 80 cents a head upon the popu-
lation exhibited by the census of 1861—that
subsidy is not to be changed, but continued for
all time to come—that we are to have $264,000
a year. It is assumed, I presume, that the wants
of this country are to remain stationary—that
our education, roads and bridges, and our pub-
lic works are all completed—that our country,
in fact, is finished—and that in the future all

the additional revenues collected in this coun-
try will flow into the treasury at Ottawa. Now
we get a subsidy of $264,000 a year. The Pro-
vincial Secretary in his estimate for 1865 puts
down the

Casual Revenae at $50,000
Crown Lands 35,000
Gold Fields 20,000
Hospital for Insane 20,000
Board Revenue 1,427

Total $126,427
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which under Confederation would be termed
Local Revenue. Add the subsidy and local

revenue together and you have $390,427 as the
total revenue of Nova Scotia if we were to be
Confederated. Let us now look at the appro-
priations. The gross sum proposed to be ex-
pended this year is $1 ,395,871. I deduct from
that amount all those departments and services
that would be chargeable upon the general go-
vernment in the event of Confederation,—the
civil list, revenue department, post office, light

house, public debt, defence, railway, and a few
other matters, amounting in all to $731,565. De-
duct this from the gross amount of appropria-
tions, and you have left $664,306. The subsidy
and local reveuue amount to $390,427. Deduct
the two sums which you would have this

year under Confederation from the amount
you have appropriated for strictly local pur-
poses, and you would hand over to Canada
$273,879. Then there is to be a supplemental
estimate,—a grant for Colchester has been
omitted, additional grants to the colleges have
to be provided for, and other sums, I hear, are
to be expended. In addition to these the Ad-
vances made during the recess must betaken
into account, about $15,000. Altogether three

hundred thousand dollars loss the first year un-
der Confederation—handed over to the Ottawa
Parliament—taken away from the local im-
provements of our country, to be spent in
meeting the “ necessities of Canada.”

LOCAL GOVERNMENT.
You have been told that the subsidy from the

Central Government, with the local revenue
which you are allowed to retain, will be suffi-

cient to meet the annual requirements of the
country. .To accurately determine this point,
we should be in possession of the views of the
Delegates as to the composition of the local
Government, the number of members who
are to sit in the Legislature, and the cost;
the number, functions, and salaries of the
chief officers of the Government, — because
without this informaion it is impossible to
know the amount applicable to the local
improvements of the country. And as we
cannot get the required information from the
Government, who here, as in Canada, are
singularly reticent on the subject, I have
ventured to sketch a programme, for the bene-
fit of gentlemen opposite, which I hold in my
hand, and will place in the hands of the Repor-
ter for publication

:

Estimated Future
cost 1865. cost.

Provincial Secretary’s Office $5600 $4050
Receiver General’s Office 4600 3100
Attorney General 2000 1600
Crown Land Office 19,480 19,480
Pensions 6000 6000

$37,680 $34,230
Legislative Expenses 38,414 20,000
Board of Works, including Hos-

pital Insane, Province Build-
ing and Penitentiary 73,050 41,200

Navigation Securities 49,040 19,040
Steamboats, Packets, & Ferries . 11,451 4,451
Education 127,915 127,915
Roads and Bridges 262,400 262,400
Gold Fields 12,000 12,000
Agriculture 16,000 i6,000
Statistics 3,000 3,000
Relief and Poor Asylum 16,721 16,721
Printing 8,000 |6,000

Immigration 2,000 2,000
Clerk of Crown 400 400
Inquests 1,400 1,400
Criminal Prosecutions 1,600 1,600
Distressed Seamen 200 200
Rations Troops 100 100
Miscellaneous. 15,520 8,000
Indians 1,373 1,373
Road Damages 800 800

$689,064 $568,830
I have assumed that under the local Go-

vernment which it is proposed to give us, the
office of Financial Secretary will not be requi-
red, and that the Provincial Secretary, with
the aid of an additional clerk, may discharge
the duties of both offices, at a cost of $4050, in-
stead of $5600, which we pay now. The Recei-
ver General’s office to be reduced from $4600 to
$3100. I presume that we are to have an At-
torney General, and as he will not be of such
large proportions as the gentleman who fills

the office at present, I may venture to cut him
down from $2000 to $1600; the Solicitor General
I would dispense with a together. The Crown
Land Office, to be efficient, must cost as much
under Confederation as now. The charge for
Staff of the Board of Works, I reduce from
$4400 to $3000, and I have deducted $30,000 this
year for construction at the Lunatic Asylum.
Navigation Securities I have cut down from
$49,040 to $19,040, omitting the grant of $30,000
to St. Peter’s Canal. Packets and ferries from
$11,451 to $4,451, deducting the sea-going stea-
mers. The grants for our roads and bridges I
leave as at present; for although the sums gi-

ven last year and this year were large
and have led the people to believe that they
will be continued, yet I think that the necessi-
ties of some of the counties, my own for in-
stance, require even more than has hitherto been
given them. Would the members for Lunen-
burg, or Pictou, or Queens, be content to give
up their special grants in view of the benefits of
Confederation? I think they would not, al-

though the Provincial Secretary might, be-
cause it would probably bring larger advanta-
ges to him of another kind than to almost any
one else. And if our public works are to be

. extended, as I should like to see them carried
on, I think it is quite clear that we cannot ex-
pect to be able to appropriate so large a sum
for the road and bridge service in future. I
have put down the Legislative expenses at
$20,000, instead of $48,000, which they cost last
year, and the sum total of the calculation, after
reducing our expenditure to the lowest possi-
ble figure consistent with the

.
public service,

shows that you will require at least $568,830
Deduct subsidy and local revenue 390,427

Deficit under Confederation $178,403
Now, I put it to gentlemen opposite—can you

reduce any of these expenditures? Will they
not all be required? And, as the country con-
tinues to grow, will not the wants of the coun-
try grow with it? And if to this amount you
add increased taxation under a Canadian tariff',

say 50 per cent., which will also be absorbed by
the Central Government, you will have some
idea of the sacrifices we are called upon to
make.

I may be told that the grants for roads and
bridges are extravagant, but who made them
so? You have raised the amount now to the
enormous sum of $262,000. If the system is



238 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

wrong the government who have educated the
people up to it—who have taught them that, in
order to carry certain objects, they will receive
such large sums, are alone to blame. I con-
sider, however, all the money is required for the
roads and bridges. You- will see by the figures
I have given that the sum required for the roads
and bridges would nearly swallow up the sub-
sidy. Can you reduce the grants for educa-
tion, to the hospital for the insane, for relief,

the penitentiary, and other services? You
know you cannot without emperilling the pub-
lic service. Therefore the inevitable result is,

as Mr. Galt has told you, in his speech, if the
local revenues tire not sufficient, you must re-

sort to direct taxation. There is no doubt what-
ever that this must be the case if this,

scheme is carried out. When I feel that the
institutions of our country are to be swept
away, and that the control of our resources
is to be handed over to a people with whom
we have no sympathy, am I not right in
asking this House to pause? What chance
would there be, in such an event, of our
being able to push forward those public im-
provements that are now being carried on?
All our surplus revenue, as I have said, will go
to Ottawa; and I ask gentlemen who look for-

ward to the time when railway communication
will extend from Pictou to Antigonishe, to
Guysboro, aye, even through the Island of
Cape Breton, and again westward to Annapo-
lis and Digby and Yarmouth, what chance
will there be of having their anticipations real-
ized? Only those who are to be elevated from
this country to Ottawa can be satisfied with a
state of things so disastrous to the Province of
Nova Scotia.

Thursday, April 13.

House met at 3 o’clock.

Mr Pryor introduced a bill relating to

traffic on the streets of Halifax.
The following bills were read a third time :

—

To provide for the salary of the Governor’s
Private Secretary ;—to incorporate the Home
Missionary Board of the Baptist Church ;—to
change the name of Ratchford River;—to in-

corporate the Oak Point Pier Company;—to
provide for certain Bridges in the County of
Hants; — to incorporate the Trustees of St.

Matthew’s Church ;—to amend the law relat-

ing to licenses.
CONFEDERATION.

Mr.Midler said that he wished to call the
attention of the house to a subject of conside-
rable importance at the present moment; and
he regretted that in doing so he had not the
advantage of the presence of the members of
government, who ought to be in their places
attending to the business of the country. He
need not remind the house that one of the most
momentous questions that ever agitated the
public mind was then under discussion—the
question of the union ofthe British North Ame-
rican Colonies. He thought that in view of
the aspect that question had lately assumed

—

in view of the uumistakeable evidences ofpub-
lic opinion which had recently been given

—

there was but little room to doubt that nine-
teen-tenths of the people of Nova Scotia were
opposed to the scheme propounded by the Ca-
nadian delegates. He believed that it must be
admitted on all sides that almost the only spot
in Nova Scotia where the subject received any

favor, was the city of Halifax; and he was
sorry to be obliged to say that some of the citi-

zens of Halifax had acted in a manner insolent
and overbearing to the rest o: the inhabitants
of the province. (Laughter from the members
for Halifax.) The hon. gentlemen laugh, but
he (Mr. M.) would tell them that this was too
grave a matter to be laughed at. He would
tell them in the face of the house and the coun-
try that the people of Nova Scotia were not to
be laughed at either by the citizens of Halifax
or their representatives in that house. He
trusted that before this discussion was finished
they would be given 'to- understand that there
were other people in the province, whose views
were entitled to respect, besides those who re-
sided within the limits of the metropolis.

—

That morning, upon taking up the organ of the
government he found a notice of a public de-
monstration that was to take place that even-
ing in honor of the Canadian delegates, who
were expected to arrive in the steamer, on their
way to England to advocate the scheme of the
Quebec conference. Notwithstanding, as he
had said, that it was well known to those ac-
quainted with public sentiment in this province
that nineteen-twentieths of the whole popula-
tion were opposed to the scheme, he could not
help looking on this demonstration as an at-
tempt to misrepresent the state of feeling that
existed in the minds of a great majority of our
people—to mislead the delegates and the peo-
ple of England touching our views of this great
question, and to exasperate and insult the in-

telligence of this country. Perhaps, however,
he wmuld not have felt it his duty to have call-

ed the attention of the house to the subject but
for a circumstance connected with the demon-
stration, which was deserving of'public notice.
He perceived a place assigned in the pro-
gramme to the Volunteer Artillery, and the
other volunteer companies. Now, he would
ask, Avas it right or proper that the Volunteer
force of this province, which had ever been kept
aloof from party or political influences, should
be asked to take part in a demonstration which
was not only political in its character, but hos-
tile to the feelings of a vast majority of the
people of this country. He had no objections
to the citizens of Halifax as citizens indulging
in any demonstration they pleased, provided
it would not misrepresent the whole province,
but he thought that gentlemen on both sides
would agree with him that this attempt to
draw the Volunteer organization into the mat-
ter, was, to say the least of it, unwise and in-
judicious in the extreme. It wras well known
that these gentlemen who were going across
the water were going with no feelings of appro-
val of the conduct of the people of the Mari-
time Provinces. For aught that was known
they were going charged with the duty of forc-
ing upon this people a union hostile to their
feelings and their interests. It was understood
that in England and elsewhere Halifax would
be considered to represent the public sentiment
of Nova Scotia, and when the delegates go
home they will be able to point to their recep-
tion in this cit.y as a proof of our desire for con-
federation. He believed this was the object of
the procession that would take place that night.
Was it not then the duty of every one who

w'as opposed to the scheme publicly to de-
nounce a demonstration got up in the capital
for the purpose of influencing the public senti-
ment of the mother country, and of producing
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the impression that the popular voice of the
Province was in favor of a measure which had
been almost universally condemned. Let these
delegates go home, encouraged by all the
cheers and plaudits they would receive through
the streets of Halifax, but let the mind of these
gentlemen and the public mind of England be
disabused of the idea that this demonstration
was in accordance with the feelings of the
great majority of the people of Nova Scotia.

—

The hon. gentleman concluded by calling upon
gentlemen opposed to the scheme to join with
him in denouncing the attempt to misrepresent
the opinion of the country upon the question.
Mr. Le VesConte thought his colleague was

perfectly right in bringing this matter to the
notice of the house. As it was well known
that nine-tenths of the people of the Province
were opposed to the question of Union, he
thought that this demonstration exhibited very
bad taste,—independent altogether of the im-
propriety of bringing in the Volunteer force,
which was organised for the defence of the
country, and not to take part in political
demonstrations of this kind.
He would conclude by a motion, so as to be

in order. The hon. gentleman then read the
following:—“ Resolved that this House disap-
proves of the Volunteer organization (as such
organization) taking part in any party demon-
stration.”
Mr. Tobin said he believed this was a free

country, where everybody could enjoy his own
opinions, and he thought that the citizens of
Halifax had a perfect right to get up any
demonstration they pleased upun any subject,
provided they did not infringe the law. As
regards the feelings of the (jitizens of Halifax,
they differed upon this question of Confedera-
tion, as the people did everywhere else—there
were some warm supporters of it, and some
equally warm opponents.
He was happy to be able to say, that the

conduct of the citizens of Halifax on all public
occasions was temperate and orderly—they in-
sulted nobody; and he did not see how "this
demonstration could be construed as an insult
to this House, or the people of this Province.
Sometimes they would show a little ebullition
of feeling, when any thing distasteful to their
feelings was said, as the hon. gentleman for
Richmond had himself experienced on one oc-
casion, and perhaps that was the cause of the
temper which he exhibited in introducing this
subject.
As regards the question of Confederation, he

did not hesitate to say that he was a most en-
thusiastic supporter of it. He considered it
one of the grandest schemes ever offered to a
free people; and, to his mind r it was matter of
wonder that any one could wish that Nova
Scotia should remain in her present position.
What was there in this country, he would ask,
to satisfy the ambition of her young men,—or
what scope did our limited means afford for
the exercise of their talents? If honorable
gentlemen were satisfied with this state of
things, he, for one, was not; and he believed
that when the people of this country came
properly to understand it, instead of nine-
tenths being against it, more than that num-
ber would declare in its favor. He did not in-
tend to make a speech on Confederation; but
but while upon the subject, he would lead a
letter he had recently received from one of
Nova Scotia’s ablest sons—one whose career

had reflected honor upon himself and his na-
tive country, and whose portrait, he was happy
to say, adorned the walls of the Council Cham-
ber of that building. What does he say upon
this great subject? The hon. gentleman here
read an extract from a letter of General
Williams, as follows:

Montreal, March 3rd, 1865.
My life has been spent in the service of the Empire,

and I have had neither time nor opportunity to mix
myself up in your politics; and whilel respect every
man's opinions in relation to them, I do most sincerely
hope that every Nova Scotian will cast away party
ties and political aspirations, and embrace the present
golden opportunity which passing events, both in Eu-
rope and America, now offer for the knitting together
of these magnificent colonies into one great and loyal
Confederation. We shall then have combined strength,

instead of divided counsels and all its consequent evils.

The position I hold under the Crown precludes the pos-
sibility ofmy taking an active part in your discussions

;

but ifI were once more in private life, I would zealous-
ly preach intercolonial, prompt intercolonial action,
throughout tliejength and breadth ofNova Scotia.

This, he thought, was strong testimony irom
one who was uninfluenced by the feelings
which might affect the judgment of others
placed in different circumstances, and there-
fore was entitled to greater consideration. He
hoped that hon. gentlemen would approach
the discussion of this question in an enlighten-
ed spirit, and would not be influenced by party
or local prejudices.
Mr. Locke said that the member for Rich-

mond deserved the thanks of the House for
bringing this subject forward, and he agreed
with him that this demonstration was exas-
perating and insulting in the extreme to the
people of this country. What was the pur-
pose of this meeting to-night? Evidently to
mislead the people of England as to the feel-

ing of this country on the subject of Confede-
ration. The steamer that takes these 'dele-
gates home will also carry the account of this
demonstration, and the impression which
would naturally be conveyed would be that it

reflected the feelings of the whole Province.
This he denied most emphatically; and he
thought it was the duty of every gentleman
opposed to the measure thus publicly to de-
nounce so unfair an attempt to produce a w rong
impression. As regards the opinions of Gen.
Williams, he would say that they all respected
him; but it must be remembered that although
a Nova Scotian by birth, he was thoroughly
English in all his ideas, and he thought upon
this subject as all Englishmen did.
Hon. Mr. Shannon was surprised at the re-

marks that had been made, and he could not
understand what reference this demonstration
had to the Legislature, or how it could be con-
strued into an insult upon the people’s repre-
sentatives. That time last year there was a de-
monstration of another character, in honor of
Shakspeare, and the house adjourned to hear
the oration that was. then delivered—-but this

demonstration would not interfere with the
public duties of any hon. gentleman. It was to
take place at night—those who did not choose
to attend could stay away—and he really did
not see what right that house had to interfere
with the citizens of Halifax in a matter of this

kind. He could understand how some hon.
gentlemen, who had been hissed down by a
Halifax audience, should not entertain very
friendly feelings towards the citizens; but he
did not think the time of the house should be
wasted on such matters.
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Mr. Killam supposed that the object of the
demonstration was to produce the same im-
pression upon the minds of the British people
as had been produced upon Mr. Cardwell, viz.:

that the feeling of this country was in favor of
Confederation. As that was at variance with
the facts, it was right that the matter should be
brought before the house, so that any erroneous
impression might be removed.
Mr. LeVesconte said that when some years

ago a volunteer company took partin a demon-
stration in honor of the election of Lord Pal-
merston, attention was called to the fact in the
House of Commons. The only excuse that
was given on that occusion was that the affair
had occurred through animadvertance. He
contended that the volunteers, which were
supported by the people’s money, had no right
to take part in any political demonstration
whatever. Particularly careful should they be
to give their countenance to a scheme to which
seven-eighths of the people were unfavorable.
Mr. Tobix called attention to the programme,

and justified the action of the citizens. He
thought if the hon. member was going to load
his gun with patriotic powder he should try
and aim at something more tangible than the
present matter.
Hon. Pro. Sec. said that he rose for the pur-

pose of moving that the house pass to the or-
der of the day. He would not feel disposed to
interfere with any desire of the hon. member
for Richmond (Mr. Miller) to favor the house
with those rhetorical outbursts of indignation
with reference to the very contemptible cha-
racter and position that Halifax occupied in the
Province of Nova Scotia. That hon. member
had rendered himself famous for such exhibi-
tions, and it would be a pity to interfere in the
slightest degree with any anxiety that he might
have to place the city in antagonism to the
country. It was not the most laudable ambi-
tion in the world for any one to endeavor on
every possible occasion to excite unpleasant
feelings between different sections of the coun-
try. The hon. member’s talents and exertions
might be directed to a far worthier object. It
might not be worth while, perhaps, noticing the
hon. member’s attempts to show the people
that he had taken them under his patriotic care,
and in fact to relieve their apprehensions of
being trampled down by Halifax influence;
but when a resolution was moved which, if

passed, would place the house in a false posi-
tion, it was time that he (Dr. T.) should briefly
call attention to the real circumstances of the
case. He would state, at the commencement,
that the first time he had seen the programme
was at eleven or twelve o’clock when he hap-
pened to take up one of the morning papers. It
was well known that there existed in this city
an organization called the Union League. It
was not of a secret character; its meetings
were called by public notice in the newspapers,
and every man favorable to the cause of union
was invited to attend them. Most of the^lead-
ing and influential and respectable citizens of
Halifax were engaged in that organization for
the purpose, as they believed, of promoting the
best interests of the Province of British North
America and of Nova Scotia especially. No
one could deny that even if the sentiments
they held were favorably entertained} by only
one-tenth of the people, yet they had a pertect
right to use all legitimate means of inculcating
their opinions without hindrance on the part
of any one.

He would confess that he had read with
some little surprise the fact that the Volunteer
Companies were to take part in this demon-
stration. The question at issue, it was true,
was one that perhaps more than any other,
would warrant the Volunteers giving it their
countenance. It was known that a delegation
was on its way from Canada to England for
the purpose of discussing with the Imperial
Government the question of defence, the Reci-
procity Treaty, and Confederation. Gentle-
men who had the Union cause at heart, felt

that they would be wanting in their duty if

they did not show this delegation, on its ar-
rival that night, that there was in the City of
Halifax a large and influential body of citizens
who were favorable to the Confederation of
British North America. If it was possible
that there could be an occasion when the
Volunteer organisation would be entitled to
turn out, it was when gentlemen were touching
our shores on their way to the Imperial Go-
vernment to provide for the defence and secu-
rity of British North America. Divided, how-
ever, as public sentiment was in this country
on this great question, he did not think it ad-
visable that the Militia, or Volunteer, or Artil-
lery organization, should turn out in their uni-
forms. Since this debate had commenced,
without any commuincation on his own part,
he had received an intimation from Captain
Chearnley, who commanded the organization,
that any members of that organization might
attend the demonstration as citizens, but not
as Volunteers.

It might be attempted to array the country
against Halifax, but no one could prevent the
fact being made known that in the political

and commercial metropolis of the Province
there was a deeply rooted public sentiment
pervading the minds of the most leading and
influential men of all classes, that the future
prosperity of Nova Scotia, as well as of all the
Provinces of British North America, depended
on the success of the scheme of Confederation.
When you read the programme for that even-
ing’s celebration, you saw that not only the
most highly educated and intelligent members
of the mercantile community, but the bone and
sinew of the city, the artizans and the working
men, proposed to lend their aid in paying due
honor to those who were laboring to promote
the best interests of British North America at
this critical period of the world’s history. He
could not understand why the feelings of some
gentlemen were so excited on this subject.

—

Was there a man who would deny that an
overwhelming body of the citizens of Halifax
was in favor of Union. When the meetings in
respect to that question were held in the city,

Temperance Hall was densely packed, night
after night. So strong was the current of pub-
lic sympathy in favor of Union, that, at times,
it was almost impossible for the friends ofCon-
federation to proceed, so enthusiastic were the
plaudits that met them. When it was also at-

tempted to make the House believe that nine-
tenths of the people of this country were against
Union, a liberty was taken with the true facts
that was unworthy of any public man. Al-
though great exertions had been made, and
large amounts of money expended all over the
face of the country, only fifteen or sixteen thou-
sand persons had been persuaded to sign the
same, or get some one else to sign them—for
very many are signed by a cross—to petitions
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In reference to the question of Confederation.
Let it he marked, too, that of this number only
3000 could he induced to express the opinion
that they disapprov ed of the Confederation of
British North America. The remaining num-
ber only said that they were not able to make
up their minds on the subject—they wanted
mere information. Contrast the meagre results

after the tremenduous efforts that had been
put forth, with those that had been attained,

some years ago, by one party alone in this

country. In the course of some three or four

weeks, some 26,000 petitioners had approached
the House asking for a dissolution on the
ground that the men then in power did not pos-

sess the confidence of the country.
The time would come when the people°could

legitimately be called upon to give their

opinion on the question—when they were fully

informed, they would support it in the most
convincing manner. He had had an opportu-
nity of testing the feelings of the country al-

ready. He went up into the County of Hants,
and at a large public meeting held in the town
of AYindsor, tad conclusive proof that the
sentiment there, at all events, was in favor of
the scheme. Again, at a meeting held at

Kentville—one that was cal:ed by the oppo-
nents of Confederation, in a County where the
most deceptive and fallacious statements had
been promulgated—after a lengthy discussion,

a resolution to defer the consideration of the
question was voted down at the close. Again,
he had delivered a lecture on the subject in
connection with the collegiate institution in
that county, and on that occasion the demon-
strations given were of the most satisfactory
character. Then he had attended a meeting in
Colchester, and he would ask gentlemen op-
posite whether the Southern District would
not rise up to-morrow, almost to a man, in fa-

vor of a Union of British North America? In
Cumberland he travelled for a hundred miles
—from Mill Village to Cornwallis—and found
the public sentiment, not only of one, hut of
both political parties, in favor of the scheme.
Then he went into Annapolis, and attended a
meeting called at Bridgetown by tbe oppo-
nents of Confederation. He found be did not
stand alone there, but was supported by some
of the most highly educated, respectable and
intelligent men that had opposed the Govern-
ment. When the recently returned member
(Mr. Ray) moved a resolution simply asking
for delay, he (Dr. T.) called upon the meeting
to vote it down, and not even give a semblance
of opposition to a union of British North Ame-
rica. The hon. member then called upon the
supporters of the resolution to follow him out,
and when they had done so, they were hardly
missed in that densely crowded house. Again,
he went to Annapolis, and there the same hon.
member, who acted with a great deal of tact,

saw that, in the temper of his constituents, it

was not wise to move a resolution similar to
the one at Bridgetown.
Was it to be said, then, that nine-tenths of

the people of this country were opposed to
Confederation? He believed there were cer-
tain sections that bad never hesitated to oppose
it—some there were whose predilections were
not so much in favor of British institutions,
but whose feelings as well as commercial re-
lations drew them largely towards the neigh-
boring republic. But no large body of peo-
ple were found actually hostile to this great

31

question. Was it not known that the head of
the Episcopal Church—one of the most highly
educated and influential gentlemen in this
country—one who stood aside from all political

parties—whose great object was the advance-
ment of his church and the. common interests
of the province in which he lives—was openly
and unequivocally in favor of union. Again,
His Grace the Archbishop—a gentleman whom
all creeds and classes respect—one of the most
sagacious and far-seeing men in the country-
had come out boldly and fearlessly to vindicate
union. That eminent man did not believe the
scheme would sell us to Canada; on the con-
trary, that it would promote the security of
Nova Scotia, and preserve its present institu-
tions and its connection with the mother coun-
try, and. at the same time, advance, in common
with the rest of those of the people, the inter-
ests of which he is the ecclesiastical head. The
organs of the Presbyterian church, (the Pres:
byterian Witness ,) of the Methodist, (the Wes-
leyan,) and of the Baptist, (the Christian Mes-
senger,) were all known to support the Con-
federation of these provinces. Was it to he
said, then, in the light of such facts as these
that nine-tenths of the people were opposed to
this great scheme?
Over in New Brunswick the opponents of

confederation had had a very doubtful suc-
cess. Notwithstanding all their exertions—all

the misrepresentations of the opponents of
confederation, they had only got in the whole
of the province a hare majority of the votes of
the people. So closely balanced was the vote
on either side that it was almost impossible to
draw the line between them. In fact, the op-
ponents of confederation having polled 500
votes more than the friends of the scheme.
Yet the people of England was to be made to
believe that not only nine-tenths of the people
in Nova Scotia, but in New Brunswick as
well, were opposed to the confederation of Bri-
tish America.
In conclusion,, he called upon the House to

consider the position in which it would he
placed if it passed the resolution. Would it

elevate itself in the opinion of strangers, if it

were to so far forget what was due to its posi-
tion and dignity as to express unfriendly feel-
ings on an occasion when some of the most
eminent statesmen of British America were
touching our shores? He would recall the at-
tention of gentlemen to the kindliness and ge-
nerosity with which the people of Canada had
greeted the Delegates from the Maritime Pro-
vinces. So far was the feeling in Quebec at tbe
commencement from being cordial towards the
object of the delegates, that the chairman of the
Board of Trade, at the dinner, actually felt
himself bound to say that that Association did
not feel itself prepared to express any appro-
val of Union. The Delegates went to that din-
ner under the conviction that a large number
of the most eminent merchants of Quebec were
in a position of avowed hostility to the objects
of the Conference. But they did not attempt
to hiss the Delegates when they explained their
position,—they behaved themselves like edu-
cated gentlemen,—they felt they could tender
their hospitalities without compromising their
own opinions. The feeling that prevailed all
through Canada, wherever the Delegates went,
was that the visit was an occasion for the dis-
play of inter-provincial courtesy. Political
men of all shales of opinion vied with each
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other how they might best testify their respect
and regard which they had for the Province of
Nova Scotia. At the dinner at Montreal there
were scores of opponents of the scheme—Do-
rion and Holton for instance, who had fought
against it to the death on the floors of Parlia-
ment. John Sandfield McDonald also treated
the delegates with the same consideration. In
what position, then, would this country be pla-
ced, if it were to display, through its Legisla-
ture, feelings of hostility to the statesmen of a
country who had treated our own public men,
irrespective of party, with so much courtesy
and attention? He would only add, that he felt

when he had made the observation that he did
in reference to the volunteers, that he was ma-
king a reflection upon Canada, for one of the
finest displays that met the eye of the Dele-
gates had been the march of the splendid vo-
lunteer artillery past the hotel in Montreal.

—

One part of the reception at Toronto that had
been arranged, but prevented by the weather,
was a grand display of all the volunteers that
could be collected in the city.

Mr. Stewakt Campbell said tbat the Pro-
vincial Secretary, a few days ago, had himself
related an anecdote of a person who could al-

ways tell who had the worst of a controversy.
Whenever one of the individuals engaged in
the dispute showed a great deal of temper and
excitement, then it was sure evidence that he
was getting the worst of it. On the present
occasion the Provincial becretary had exhibit-
ed a great deal of unnecessarv temper.
Hon. Pnov. Sec. : I am quite ignorant of it,

at all events.
Mr. Campbell: The hon. gentleman had re-

flected upon the course taken by the hon.
member for Richmond in bringing this matter
to the notice of the house. Now if there was
any one in the house who was better justified
than another in bringing it up, it was that
same hon. member. Any one who was ac-
quainted with the question through its various
phases, must be aware that on a certain occa-
sion at Temperance Hall, that gentleman was
treated with an indignity which he did not de-
serve. It was felt to be an insult not to him
alone, but to the people through the length and
breadth of Nova Scotia. He (Mr. C.) was also
one of those who felt that the City of Halifax
was not the Province of Nova Scotia. It had
been said that there were certain individuals
about the streets who were underrating the
position of members of the House who came
from the rural districts. These individuals
might have stock in the bank—real estate in
this city and country,—-but they had never ap-
pealed to any constituency in this Province
and obtained the confidence of the people.
Therefore they had no right to talk in

such disparaging terms of gentlemen who
for years had represented the rural dis-

tricts. He was one of those who objected
to the demonstration—not because it was
intended, as the Provincial Secretary would
make the House believe, as a reception
to gentlemen from a sister colony. He objected
to it because he could see through the motive
and design with which the demonstration was
got up. The people of the parent country had
all been misled upon the question, and the
course now about to be taken was for the pur-
pose of keeping up that deception. Now he
wished the people of England to be informed,
as far as the house could inform them, of the

sense of the people of this country. The
delegates reported to Great Britain when there
was no legislature in session, and they had it

all their own way. They misled the govern-
ment of England, and as to the feelings of the
people of these colonies; and he therefore
thought the house, being now in session, owed
it to themselves and those they represented, to
take care that nothing took place with the con-
currence of the government that could have
the slightest tendency in the same direction.
It was the Hon. Provincial Secretary himself
that was attempting to place the house in a
false position. He wished to have the impres-
sion go abroad that the house sympathized
with the sentiments of those gentlemen who
were now taking part in the demonstration in
question. The hon. gentleman had alluded to
the Union League, and had not paid a very
high compliment to many gentlemen who, in
times past, has been his valuable and active
supporters. He had instituted a comparison
between the members of the League and those
who were opposed to it. H e had ventured to
say that the—to use his own language—most
leading, influential, respectable citizens of Ha-
lifax were members of the League. Then it

may be a natural deduction that those who did
not belong to this organization did not compare
in point of respectability or position with its

members.
The hon. Provincial Secretary had gone

through the Province and expressed his opi-
nion as to the feeling of the country from vrhat
took place at some meetings at which he was
present. Now few gentlemen would be ready
to accept his version of the results of those
meetings. Now talk was all very good, but it

would have been more satisfactory if they had
the best evidence that could be given of the
feeling of the country—the evidence obtained
from the votes of the people themselves. He
challenged the hon. gentleman to produce one
petition that had been sent to the house, en-
dorsing this scheme of Confederation. The
hon. Provincial Secretary had stated that the
majority of the petitioners before the house
expressed no positive opinion with reference
to the question. But these petitions said in

effect to the Provincial Secretary: You have
said that the people of this country are in fa-

vour of this measure—that if you don’t obtain
the approval of the representatives of the peo-
ple you will dissolve the house; now we call

upon you to fulfill your promise, and dissolve
the Legislature if you dare. Need the house
be told that the hon. gentleman had paid some
heed to the language of these petitions? He
knew the feeling of the people and dared not
test it.

The hon. Provincial Secretary had taken a
liberty with an eminent Divine in this country
which it was difficult to believe he was justified
in taking. Every one who knew the Lord Bishop
of Nova Scotia, was aware that no one could
charge him with having ever taken a part in

any political demonstration, or even expressed
any feeling in reference to party matters, in

this country. It was very bad taste for the
Provincial Secretary, under the circumstances,
to bring the name of that dignitary, without
his concurrence, before the house. Until he
heard from another mouth than the Provincial
Secretary’s that that gentleman is in favour of
the measure, he would be disposed to doubt
not only the authority that hon. member had for
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bringing his name there, hut also the existence
of those opinions. His Grace the Archbishop
had also * been referred to—as every one was
aware, that eminent gentleman, respected by
all creeds and classes, had made his opinions
known. These opinions had had their course
through the country, and their effect would
appear in due time. The Presbyterian clergy-
men had also been alluded to, but how tong
was it that the Provincial Secretary had placed
such confidence in the ministry of that deno-
mination. A very strange revulsion of feeling
had taken place in that hon. gentleman. A
few years ago he could not find anything, too
coarse in the vocabulary of Billingsgate against
Presbyterian clergymen, but he had changed
his tone all at once.
The hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Shannon)

had attempted to justify this demonstration
by reference to what took place last year in
connection with the illustrious name of Shake-
spere. No analogy could be drawn between
the two demonstrations. That of last year
was a national demonstration

;
not merely in

Halifax and Nova Scotia, but in all portions of
the British empire—wherever literature and
civilization are prized. It was an honour to
our common humanity—not an honour to any
particular nationality, but one to the name of
man. Therefore it was that men of every cli-

mate and every nation vied with each other in
paying tribute to a name that will live as long
as this world will last. Another individual
had been mentioned as approving of the
scheme of Confederation—General Williams.
No man in Nova Scotia was prouder ot the
fame of that distinguished Nova Scotian than
he himself, and it was a proud day when he
sat in the Speaker’s chair and put the resolu-
tion by which the House paid him honour. He
admired that illustrious gentleman’s talents,
but upon this question the people of Nova Sco-
tia and their representatives were as competent
to form a sound and safe opinion as even the
hero of Kars.
The hon. Provincial Secretary defended the

demonstration on the ground that it was only
right that we should return the courtesies paid
to the delegates. There was no doubt that the
various bodies in Canada did treat these gen-
tlemen in the handsomest style. Although
this province paid very handsomely for the
visit they made, yet he rather believed that
they travelled free—that all their expenses,
even to their washing bills were paid in Ca-
nada. No one could have the slightest objection
to the hon. Provincial Secretary or the Attor-
ney General cracking as many bottles of
Champagne as they pleased as private indivi-
duals with these Canadian gentlemen, but it

was not just or right that the government of
this country should endorse the action of the
city of Halifax in respect to this demonstra-
tion. Without dwelling further on the sub-
ject he would read the following resolution as
expressing the views of himself, and as be be-
lieved, of a majority in the House:
Whereas a public demonstration is pro-

posed to take place this evening in the city of
Halifax for the purpose of giving a public re-
ception to certain gentlemen who formed a
portion of the late convention at Quebec.
And whereas by the programme of the de-

monstration, it appears that a portion of the
Yolunteers force are to take part in such de-
monstration.
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Eesolved, as the sense of the house of this
demonstration, that|it is not, and must not be,
taken to evince the feeling ofthe majority ofthis
house or of the people of this province as being
favourable to the Union of British Colonies as
settled by the Quebec conference, and further
that in the event of the local forces taking part
in such demonstration, such action ^ould be
highly derogatory to their true position and
distasteful and displeasing to the house, and
that the house entertaining these views can-
not proceed to the order ofthe day without in
the first place, in the present emergency, ex-
pressing the foregoing sentiments.
Mr. Killam said as the government had

conceded the position, he did not see it was ne-
cessary to keep up the matter further.
Mr. Boukinot said that the Provincial

Secretary, in the course of his second Confede-
ration speech had stated that the petitions now
on the table of the house did not show that the
public opinion of Nova Siotia was opposed to
this scheme of union devised at the Quebec
Conference. Now he had the honour of repre-
senting one of the largest constituencies in the
province; he had individually expressed no
opinion against Confederation, but at the same
time he could not help seeing that the public
sentiment of the county was opposed to the
scheme. As respects the resolution before the
house, it would not have been presented at all

if it had not been stated in the programme that
the volunteers would form part of the con-
templated procession. The Provincial Secre-
tary had, however, stated that the volunteers
were not to be present, and therefore the whole
thing was at an end. He looked upon this de-
monstration in a different light to any member
who had spoken upon the subject. Gentlemen
would re-call the demonstrations that took
place during the summer months. He was
glad that our people had given the Canadian
visitors a reception that did honour to Nova
Scotia. On this occasion, however, there was
an expression of opinion given in favor of
union. As far as the sentiment of Halifax
audiences went, it was in support of union;
but that feeling was not responded to by the
country. The delegation representing Nova
Scotia, thinking they were representing public
opinion in this province, went to Canada and
agreed to the scheme which was now before
the people. Every one knew what a feeling of
hostility existed in all the rural districts
against this proposed Confederation. Now he
looked upon this demonstration as one
which the citizens of Halifax were at
perfect liberty to make apart from any body of
men such as the Volunteers, but why was this
affair got up. It was intended to exhibit sym-
pathy for those despondent men who were
coming among a population who received them
so heartily last year. Every thing that could
soothe their disappointment at the failure of
their grand scheme would be doubtless done
that night. He trusted it would have a bene-
ficial effect upon them, but despite all this, let
it be remembered, that Confederation was not
and would not be adopted.
Mr.MiLLER said that he rose chiefly to make a

a few remarks in respect to the hon. member for

Halifax, (Mr. Shannon), who had the bad taste

to refer, in connection with the Union agitation,

to some of the disgraceful scenes witnessed in
Temperance Hall. He did so, because that gen-
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tleman had on other occasions gone out of his way
to attack him. He had been often amused at the

manner in which the hon. member was in the
habit of approaching the discussion of questions

in the House. He (Mr. M.) had now been in the

Legislature for two years, and previously had
been frequently in the galleries, and he had yet

to learn, from personal devotion or -otherwise,

that that hon. gentleman had distinguished him-
self for industry or ability in connection with the

public business. Yet you saw this gentleman,
when a question came up in which his feelings

were enlisted, getting up and addressing the

House with a patronizing air,and in that peculiar

dilettanti style in which he delighted. He could

tell that hon. gentleman it would have been more
to his credit, and those with, whom he apparently

sympathized in the remarks he had just made, if

he had endeavoured, instead of bringing the mat-
ter publicly before the House, to screen the con-

duct of those who misbehaved- themselves on that

occasion. When that hon. gentleman stated that

he had been hissed in Temperance Hall, he men-
tioned a fact of which he was prouder than any-
thing else in his public life. He had never stood,

and he never expected hereafter to stand in a
prouder—a position more in sympathy with the

feelings of the people—than when in response to

to a very small portion of the audience in Tem-
perance Hall, who attempted to interfere with
freedom of speech, he told them their disgrace-

ful proceedings would go to the country—that

their attempt to stifle discussion would redound
upon themselves, and that the little band with
which he was associated would teach the contemp-
tible little mob that disturbed the deliberations of

that meeting that they were not the people of

Nova Scotia. Well they had taught these wor-
thies in the city that they could not stifle public

discussion. The sentiments uttered that night

even by one so humble as himself had reverberat-

ed in the valleys, and along the hill sides, and
found its echo in the Legislature of this country.

That pledge at least had been “ nobly redeemed.”
Who were those that hissed him for the utterance

of these sentiments on that occasion ? Not the

respectable citizens of Halifax ? No, he scouted

the idea—he knew from personal communication
with a large number of the citizens of Halifax

that they condemned such conduct. Those who
hissed him were a few government hirelings—

a

few claquers gathered from the street corners

and bar-rooms—whose hostility he had the good
fortune to have gained—men who would bring

down every young man who endeavoured, by fair

exertion, to satisfy a laudable ambition in this

country. He was always willing to have the op-

position of that crowd. But it was not for the

hon. member for Halifax to taunt him in connex-
ion with the subject of Confederation. If that

hon. gentleman had occupied the same position

he (Mr. M.) assumed he would have been more
justified in the arogance of thetone he had adopted.

Where was that hon gentleman when that question

was admitted to the people of this country ? Did he
step to the front like others and declare his views

—did he take the manly position of his hon. col-

league (Mr. Tobin) ?—and determine if he must
go down on the question, to fall like a man ? No;
during every demonstration that had taken place

in Halifax you could not -ee the hon. gentleman
face on the platform, and if you saw him at all it

was in some obscure corner under the galleries

watching the current of popular sympathy, in

order to take advantage- of it. This was the gentle-

man that came in at the eleventh hour when he
thought his constituents- had been won to the

cause by the labour of others, and to show his

zeal justified the disgraceful conduct of the rabble

at Temperance Hall. He did not envy the hon.

gentleman’s position, and the people would ap-

p eciate iC But he would tell the hon. member
that- he was not the man to taunt one, after skulk-

ing as he had at the proper time from his legiti-

mate duty. He now came in when he imagined he

could do so without personal danger, reminding
them of one of those creatures that follow in the

rear of armies to pick up prey that others wiu for

them
He was not at allsuperized at the style in which

the Provincial Secetary had referred to him. It

was what he expected from the hon. gr-ntlemaD.

Since h8 had been in public life, he had the for-

tune of receiving these attentions more frequent-

ly than others. He had got more knocks than

anything else, and which he always liked if possi-

ble to return, altho he was becoming indifferent

to them by this time. They did him little harm
and perhaps some good But he was quite pre-

pared for the )emarks of the hon. Prov. Secy

—

intended as they were for an unworthy purpose.

He understood the policy of that hon. gentlemen

as well as of otheis by whom he was surrounded,

His object in this instance was to injure him in

the estimation of the vast majority of the citizens

with whom he was proud to say he stood on terms

of which he need never be ashamed. He had
never, since be had the honour of a seat in the

House, opened his mouth unfairly hostile towards

the city of Halifax. On the contrary, he could

appeal to gentlemen all around if he had not, on
every occasion, when the interests of Halifax were

not at conflict wjth the legitimate interests ot

these he represented, endeavoured to retain

their rights, and promote their wishes. He had
been a member of the Committee on City Bills,

for two years, and need hardly say he did his best

to advance the business before it, and guard the

interests of the city. He knew that his exertions

were fully appreciated. There was another por-

tion of the remarks of the hon. Provincial Secre-

tary, that deserved some observation. He was
astonished at the powers of the face with which

that hon. gentleman would stand up before the

people’s representatives, and, knowing as he

must the feelings of the country, state that a

vast majority of the people were not opposed to

Confederation. He did know whether to admire

or condemn the indifference to public sentiment

which that hon. gentleman exhibited. He could

not imagine anything more dangerous to public

1 iberty, than to have a man occupying the posi-

tion he did, prepared so to outrage the public

sentiment of the country, and use the influence.
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and power he possessed to carry out his ob-

ject in defiance of the people. Holding the senti-

ments he did, there was great room to fear, that

our rights and liberties were endangered ; and
under such circumstances it was time gentlemen

sitting around these benches, should put thel

house in order. It should be recollected that the

leader of the government had great powers in his

hands—he could control the public patronage

—

he had command of the public funds. Be might
be induced to use all influences to promote a

scheme of which he was so enthusiastic an advo-

cate. It would be well for gentlemen to consider

these things before it was too late. He did not in-

tend to follow the hen. Provincial Secetary after

the lengthy reply of the hon. member for Guys-
bro, and because a more suitable opportunity

would offer to answer him. But he must den®

ounce the assertion made for a purpose, that any
large number of the people favored the scheme oj

the Quebec Conference. Such an assertion from

any reliable source might do much harm. He
did not, however, think any statements of the

hon. member were entitled to much credit. There

were few public men in the country who stood in

a more unenviable position as respects their unre-

liabilit than the hon. Provincial Secetary,

He thought he was done with the hon. member
for Halifax, but he found it was not the case; that

hon. gentleman with his usual appropriateness of

illustration, had referred to the demonstration

given in honour of Shakespeare last spring, which
was as far from the present case, as the hon.

member himself was from the moon. It was true

the House did adjourn, but it was more in com-
pliment to the occasion, than to any living indi-

vidual. What analogy was there between the

two cases—between Shakespeare and the Dele-

gates ? Shakespere wrote several works of fiction

and these have been handed down to the present

day. But he (Mr. M.) might be wrong—per-

haps he was unable to appreciate the great acute-

ness of the hon. member. There might be some
point in the comparison. That the delegates dealt

largely in fiction will not be denied, and if they

put their claim to a demonstration on this ground
he.could understand them. When the reoords

were examined it would be found that the works
of fiction of some of these gentlemen were numer-
ous indeed. If this would entitle them to such
an ovation as had been accorded to the great

dramatist, let it be given to them, but, as in" his

case, he would prefer it would be postponed till

they were 300 years dead.

Mr. Miller concluded by saying that as the

hon. Provincial Secretary had stated that the

Volunteers were not to take any part in the
demonstration of that evening his object was
gained ana it was unnecessary to move any reso-

lution on the subject.

Hon. Atty. General said if he had ever wit-

nessed a tempest in a teapot, it was during that
afternoon. He could, however, easily understant
bow the gentlemen opposite would wish to make
a demonstration which might have some effect

across the water. They had stated that nine-

tenths of the people were opposed to Confederad

tion, and ought now to be satisfied. He doubted,
however, the worth of the mere assertions they
had made, and the value that would be put upon
them in the mother country. It was obvious that
if gentlemen had not some covert object in view,
the whole subject would have been settled in five

minutes. If anyone had, at the outset, asked the
question, whether the volunteers were to take
part in the intended demonstration, he would
have got an answer immediately. It was useless
for gentlemen to try and persuade the House that
actually nine-tenths of the people were opposed
to Confederation. Only 3000 persons came before
the House, stating that they were opposed to

Confederation. He knew that a large number of
the petitioners were induced to sign "the petitions,

through false representations that were made to
them. Here Mr. Henry went on to refer to the
fact that when the delegates were in Canada, the
volunteers, on several occasions, took part in the
celebration. He thought that some parties] in

this country had attempted to mix up the ques-
tion of Union with party considerations ever since
the celebrated speech at Truro. It was party in-

fluences that originated the petitions that were got
up on this question. What he desired, was that tha
people should have every opportunity of discus-
sing the question in all its hearings.

The matter then dropped, and the House ad-
journed over Good Friday until Saturday, at
11 o’clock.

Saturday, April 15.

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN.
The House of Assembly met this morning at

11 o’clock, and the Provincial Secretary imme-
diately moved a resolution to adjourn until
Monday next. He said :—I need not say that
this House has been deeply shocked by the
intelligence which has just been received of
the death of President Lincoln. Both branch-
es of the Legislature having been on Thursday
last informed that His Excellency would come
down at 3 o’clock for the purpose of assenting
to several Bills which have passed, I felt it my
duty, proposing as we do, to adjourn this
House, to put myself in communication with
His Excellency who entirely concurs in the
appropriateness of this House marking its sym-
pathy with the people of the United States,
who have thus lost their Chief Magistrate, and
their deep abhorrence of the crime by which
he has been removed, The House is aware
that when exactly four years ago this day the
first intelligence reached this country of the
commencement of hostilities in the American
Republic, this House placed on record its sen-
timents by the following resolution:

—

Resolved unanimously that the House of Assembly
of Nova Scotia have heard with deep regret of the
outbreak of civil war in the United states, that this
House, without expressing any opinion upon the
points in controversy between the contending parties
sincerely lament that those who speak their language,
and share their civilization should be shedding each
other’s blood, and offer up their prayers to the Father
of the Universe for the speedy restoration of peace.”

This resolution sufficiently marked the feel-

ings with which this House ^viewed the begin-
ing of hostilities which have so long and so
terribly distracted the. neighboring republic.
It is not to be denied that as that struggle ad-
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vanced, when the people of British North
America witnessed the heroic resistance that
a comparatively small number of men in the
Southern States made against overwhelm-
ing odds, a large amount of sym-
pathy was excited in the minds of
many—that sympathy which is always excit-

ed when a small body is seen contending
with great bravery against superior numbers

—

in favour of the South. But although that
feeling has existed to some extent—although
there have been persons in this country who
believe that the material interests of British
America would be promoted by a separation
between the Northern and Southern States,
and that great Republic being thus divided
into two governments; yet I am confident
that there is not a British subject in British
America who will learn the untimely death
of President Lincoln and the circum-
stances under which it has occurred
without the feeling of the most unfeign-
ed sorrow and the most profound regret.
It is well known that President Lincoln was
elected the President of the United States of
America by the intelligent and freely express-
ed voice of the people of that great country

;

and no man who has observed the course that
ho has pursued can entertain a doubt that he
has regarded it as a conscientious duty—a duty
from which,under no circumstances,he was able
in the slightest degree, to shrink—to maintain
the sovereignty of his government over the
entire country. That he has persistently pur-
sued that policy with an inflexibility of deter-
mination and strength of purpose which must
for ever mark him as a man of command-
ing talents, no one can deny, and I am satisfied
that the sentiment of the people, and of those
who are placed over the people, throughout
British North America,will agree in'the opinion
that he has been actuated by a conscientious
discharge of what we believed to be a patriotic
duty in that crisis of his country’s history.
Under these circumstances I feel that it is

right that the neighboring governments in B. N.
America should, as far as their means would
permit, exhibit on the present occasion their
deep sympathy with the people of the neigh-
bouring states who have lost their Chief
Ruler, and, at the same time, mark their deep
abhorrence of the atrocious crime by which
he has been removed. I have, therefore, to of-

fer to the House the following resolution

:

Resolved unanimously : that this House have
heard with the most profound regret that the
President of the United States of America has
fallen by the hand of an assassin, and that, as
a mark of sympathy with the people who
have thus been deprived of their Chief Ruler,
and of their abhorrence of the atrocious crime
that has been committed, this House do ad-
journ until Monday next.

Mr. Stewart Campbell, who seconded the
resolution, said :—On any ordinary occasion I
should regret the absence of the learned mem-
ber for Colchester, who occupies a position in
this House which would peculiarly call upon
him to second any resolution demanding the
united action of all parties in this House. But
this resolution is of no party, and requires not
that any particular individual should second
it. It is indeed one that need not be form-
ally seconded by the lips, for it is sustained by
the feelings of every gentleman around these

benches. The hon. Provincial Secretary has
referred to the awful tragedy of which we have
just received the painful intelligence, in terms
so feeling, and so appropriate and just, that
although according to parliamentary usage, I
have undertaking my present duty, but little
observation is requisite on my part to confirm
or endorse those sentiments. We all feel, Sir,
that an occurrence has taken place which at
the present age of the world is not only an
outrage upon an individual and a nationality,
but is an ourage upon mankind and the civili-
zation of the world at large

;
and although we

belong to another Empire than that in which
this dreadful scene has been enacted, we are
deeply moved by the awful fact that there has
been a gross outrage committed against those
feelings which are and ever will be, respected
in every country that prides itself in the pos-
session of the privileges of civilization and the
blessings of Christianity, f think the course
taken by the government in adjourning this
House as a mark and testimony of its feelings
on the present melancholy occasion is extreme-
ly appropriate, and will be sure to meet with
the cordial approval of every member in this
House and of every man in this country.
The resolution passed unanimously, and the

house adjourned.

Monday, 17th April, 1865.

The House met at 11 o’clock.

Hon. A.tty. Uen. introduced a bill to post-
pone the ensuing sittings of the supreme court
at Halifax for a week, which was read a second
time.
Mr. Stewart Campbell introduced a bill

to provide for improving a road between Gruys-
boro and Cape Can so, which was read a second
time.
Mr. Bottrinot introduced a bill to amend

the act to incorporate the Block House mining
company; a bill to amend the act to incorpo-
rate the International coal and railway com-
pany; and a bill to incorporate the Boston coal
mining company.
The house then went into committee, and

passed the foregoing bills; also, a bill in refer-
ence to the settlement of titles in the county of
Cape Bi-eton.
The committee having adjourned,
Mr. C. J. Campbell presented a petition

from Malagawatch, Inverness, praying that
the act passed in 1862, depriving them or their
church properties, should be repealed. He
stated that there were several petitions on the
same subject on the table, and the petitioners
had undoubtedly much, reason for complaint,
but owing to the lateness of the session he was
afraid the house could not take the matter up,
and give it that consideration which its impor-
tance demanded.
Mr. Hatfield presented a petition, and a

bill in accordance therewith, giving the propri-
etors of the old meeting house at Tusket per-
mission to sell the same.
The house then went into committee, and

passed the militia bill with a few verbal alter-
ations.

TTUSTION OF THE COLONIES.
Speech of iTlr. LeVe^confc.

Mr. LeVesconte said:—As there appears
to be an indisposition on the part of hon. gen-



"PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 2

tiemen to continue the debate, although not
very well prepared at the present moment to

address the house, rather than that time should
be wasted, I shall take advantage of the pre-

sent opportunity to offer the few remarks I in-

tend to make upon the subject now under dis-

cussion.
In the first place I shall refer to the observa-

tions made by the hon. Pro. Sec. on Thursday
last upon a subject analagous to that now be-
fore the house. He challenged the accuracy of
the statement I then made that seven-eigbths
of the people of this country were opposed to

the Confederation scheme, and asserted that
so far from that being the case, at least that
number were in favor of it. Now, sir, if he
believes that to be the case—pledged as he is

by his action at the Quebec Conference to carry
out the scheme—why does he content himself
by laying on the table of the house a resolu-
tion which asks the house to go back to the
policy of last year—in favor of a union of the
Maritime provihces—and declares that the
larger union is impracticable?
Voting, as I did, last year for a resolution si-

milar to that now before the house I should be
prepared to maintain it now, were it not for the
observations of the hon. Pro. Sec.—reiterated
by the leader of the opposition—that he re-

garded this as a stepping stone for the larger
union of the British North American Provinces.
Believing, as I do, that the effect of a union
with Canada would be to deprive us of our
present locus standi

,
and to make us a mere de-

pendency of that Province, I feel compelled,
holding these views, to vote against the resolu-
tion, and I do so, as I have said, principally on
account of the remarks made by the two hon.
gentlemen I have referred to. Now, sir, I think
the house will agree with me that the speeches
which we have listened to from the hon. Pro.
Sec. and the hon. leader of the opposition have
had very little connection with the resolution
under discussion. Scarcely a word has fallen
from their lips upon the question of a union of
the Maritime Provinces. As regards that
union I may say that I am not opposed to it,

provided that it can be effected upon terms fa-

vorable to the province
;
but I am most decid-

edly opposed to it as a means of accomplishing
the larger union. We have been told that the
views of Mr. Howe, Mr. Johnston, and Mr.
Young were all in favor of union. Even sup-
posing that this was the case, I do not see why
their opinions should be binding upon us.
They have passed away into a different arena
—whilst here they reflected the opinions of
their constituents—we are here, now in their
places, not to carry o.ut their views, but to re-
present the feelings and the interests of the
whole people of Nova Scotia. Before alluding
to the financial aspect of this question there
are one or two matters to which I shall briefly
refer—one is in connection with the loss of
privileges which will be entailed upon the peo-
ple of this country by the adoption of the
scheme of union. The right of being taxed,
only through the action of their representatives
has always been censidered one of the dearest
privileges a free people can possess, and it is

one that comes home to every man’s mind. At
.
present not a single penny of taxes can be im-
posed upon the country except with the consent
of the representatives of the people; but what
will be the result after we are annexed to Ca-
nada? What chance would 300,000 people

have against three millions—or what stand
could the representatives of Nova Scotia make
against the overpowering influence of the go-
vernment of Canada? We would be in the
position that we would have to submit, no
matter how iniquitous the tax, or else be taunt-
ed as rebels. ‘Now we have the glorious privi-

lege of electing our own representatives and
arranging our own tariff, and I am happy to

say that so far we have done so in a manner
that has redounded to the credit of the province
and has doubled the resources of the country
in the last few years. But what would be the
consequence if this attempt to barter away our
rights and privileges were carried out? In-
stead ofasnow—enacting our own laws, subject
to the exercise of the royal prerogative—we
would, by our own act, surrender to the su-
preme government at Ottawa the right of pass-
ing any laws, fno matter how obnoxious they
might be to our people, and we would be com-
pelled to submit, or else be branded as rebels.

Under the present system, if an act was pass-
ed which was not suited to the wants of the
people, it could be repealed at the next session

—

but adopt this union, and we surrender to the
Ottawa government all control over our legis-

lature, and leave ourselves entirely at their
mercy.
Mr. Speaker, I regret very much that no abler

man than myself sbould be found to raise his
voice against this attempt to barter away our
dearest rights and privileges,—sorry am I that
Nova Scotia’s most gifted sons should be found
to have entered into this unholy compact to de-
stroy our political existence

;
but, sir, humble

as I am, I should consider myself recreant to

my principles, and unworthy of the confidence
of those who sent me here, if I failed to de-
nounce, feebly it may be, but to the best of my
ability, this scheme, which I consider so detri-

mental to the best interests of the people of
Nova Scotia. Sir, we all remember the old
story of Esau selling his birthright for a mess
of pottage, and how he afterwards regretted it

with an exceeding bitter cry—but there was
this to be said in excuse for his conduct, that he
sold it when he was hungry, and at all events
he received some return,—whereas the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia was not hungry, and the
only return she would receive for the surren-
der of her rights would be a mess of bitter
herbs, to be eaten in sorrow and digested in
tears. We have been told that we would not be
left without & Parliament—that the represen-
tatives of the people would be in the same po-
sition as when such men as Archibald, and
Uniacke, and Haliburton adorned these halls

by their presence. But it does not require
much argument to prove that such will not be
the case. They were the representatives of a
Province having its own laws—its own tariff—
the control of its own resources—while we will
represent a dependency of Canada, with pow
ers about as great as the Grand Jury and Ses-
sions of a county. Ido hope, if this scheme is

carried out, for the credit of old times, and old
asssociations, that the title of the representa-
tives will be changed, and that instead of the
time-honored name of M. P. P., they will sub-
stitute that of M. C. P., or Member of the Coun-
cil of Puppets. I do not intend, Mr. Speaker,
to go very largely into the financial question,
so ably treated by the member for East Hali-
fax (Mr. Annand), but I find that although in

the main we agree, yet starting as we did from
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different premises, we naturally arrive at dif-

ferent conclusions. This difference has arisen
principally I think from the member for
Halifax basing his calculations upon
the whole amount of this year’s expen-
diture, without talcing into consideration the
balance in the Receiver G-eneral’s hands at the
end of the year. Now, Sir, I assume the civil

list is to be paid by the General Government;
and I am in doubt as to one item—the pensions
for the Judges. I should like to ask the Prov.
Secretary whether, by the Constitution, that is

to be borne by the General or Local Govern-
ment. I assumed in my calculation that they
would be paid by the General Government.
Hon. Pkov. Sec., after referring to the Con-

stitution, said that by clause 60 that service
was to be paid by the General Government.
Mr. Levesconte—I presumed so. Then

the General Government under this scheme
will have to pay Civil List, after deducting
amounts to be paid by the Local Govern-
ments $41,325
Criminal Prosecutions 1,600
Revenue Expenses .61,190

Judiciary Expenses 1,400

Rations to Troops 100
Steamboats, &c 6,700
Debt 277,540
Militia $81,000
Post Communication 58,750

* -Return Duties 16,000
Railway Expenses 120,000
Navigation Securities 49,04(1

Light House Service : 38,890
Sable Island 4,370
Schr. Daring *. .4,500

New Light Houses and Eog Houses .... 10,000

$772,205
Total for services paid by Gen’l Gov’t. ..772,205

Subvention 264,548

$1,036,753
In exchange for which we would give up
Revenue Customs and Excise $920,000
Light Duty 35,000

Canada, New Brunswick, &c 4,500

Great Britain for Sable Island 2,000

Railway Revenue 170,000
Post Office Revenue 50,000
Board of Revenue 1,427

Amount given up . $1,182,927
Received in return 1,036,753

Direct loss to Nova Scotia $146,174
Now, Sir, here are the figures; aLd I defy the
hon. Fin. Sec. to take the papers and show any
thing more favorable to the Province. But,
separate and apart altogether from this finan-
cial view of the subject, there are other con-
siderations whi ;h should have some effect upon
our action in this matter. It is well known
that cur public works are progressing, and
that our revenue is increasing year by year

;

but it must be remembered that under this
scheme, no matter how prosperous we might
become, no matter bow largely our resources
might increase, it would not be for the benefit
of Nova Scotia, but the General Government
at Ottawa. It is true that we might become a
large manufacturing country, and the great
seaport of all the Colonies; yet, still, all the
benefit we would derive from the general
prosperity would be the 80 cents per head

which the Constitution gives us. When I look
at the position of affairs as between Canada
and the United States—when I consider that
the Reciprocity Treaty is about to expire, anil

.

tbat the Canadians, feeling themselves aggriev-

ed, will seek to retaliate upon the United
States, while at the same time they will put
money in their own pockets, I am driven to
the conviction that they will accomplish their
object at the expense of the Maritime Pro-
vinces—that they will impose a duty upon
flour, which we now import from the United
States—a duty of at least a dollar a barrel,

—

and that we will have no other option than to

submit. That will be the time when the effects

of this Union will be brought home to us in a
practical shape, and when it is too late, the
people of this Province will begin to realize
the force of the objections we now raise
against it.

I maintain if we go into this union with Ca-
nada, we will be treated, as ail small provinces
ever have been treated—which have been an-
nexed to large countries. Our interests will
be respected just so far as it is to the advantage
of the larger province to do so. I need not as-

sure the bouse, Mr. Speaker, tbat I have no in-

terest to serve in this matter. I have no other
object than to advance the welfare of the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia; hut I must candidly
say th^t if this union is effected I believe that
the people of Canada will use the people of
these lower provinces for the purpose of pass-
ing off on them their surplus agricultural pro-
ducts, which we will he compelled to receive
at a higher rate than we can now im-
port them from the United States. We haA^e
been pointed, sir, to Cape Breton as an instance
of the benefit of union, and have been told
that under it she has received more than her
rights. Sir, I deny it; and I have only to refer

to the universal feeling of execration, which
even now, after a lapse of twenty years, exists
over the wlfole Island for the act which de-
prived them of their rights and privileges to

prove the truth of my statement. That same
feeling, I believe, before many years will be
widespread throughout Nova Scotia, for the
men who have endeavored to wrench from
them their dearest rights without giving them
a single iota in return.

Sir, I feel deeply on this subject, and, as I

said before, I regret that Nova Scotia’s most
gifted sons could not have found a better subject
to coalesce upon than in this attempt to barter
away our rights and liberties. But, sir, it has
been said that we are too insignificant in our
present position—that we ought to become a
great country. Well, sir, I for one am content
to remain under that great and glorious flag

that waves over us to-day—and poor and in-

significant as we Nova Scotians may be, we
have the consolation of knowing that we have
always been loyal and true to that flag, which
is more than can be said of that great country
to which some gentlemen are so anxious to be
united. It has also been urged that the United
States is prepared to gobble us up, if we remain
dis-united from Canada. Now, sir, I cannot see
in what better position for defence we will be
in by the Union. Will we be able to number a
man more, or to shoulder an additional mus-
ket? I think not. But now, under the aegis

of Old England, we are secure. She has pro-
mised to defend us, so long as we manifest a
disposition to defend ourselves. When we
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year, I think it will be found thatwe have done
more for our defence than Qanada, in pro-
portion to our resources and population, and
therefore when I say that we are more loyal
I prove it by the law on the statute book, and
by the liberal provision contained in the esti

mates. The Pro. Sec. told us that this union
will give us a character and a nationality we
do not now possess—that we have now no locus
standi and have no weight amongst the nations
of the world. I ask how is it going to improve
our position in that respect to annex us to Ca-
nada? Is it going to add to our importance or
position to deprive us of oiir Lieutenant Go-
vernor, and our character as a province, and
reduce us to the condition of a mere depend-
ency of a larger province? If it does, I certain-
ly am at a loss to understand it. It is not a
very difficult matter to account for the anxiety
of Canada for this union. Everybody knows
the troubled state of affairs that have existed in
that country for years, and it is natural that
they should turn to us, not from any regard to
our interests, but as a panacea for their own
ills. They saw a country with a low tariff,

able to uphold all her institutions and her pub-
lic works—able to devote $80,000 for her de-
fence, and have a surplus besides—and, like
Napoleon’s giant and the dwarf, they are pre-
pared to squeeze us, affectionately it may be,
but it is the giant’s nature to squeeze hard.
The hon. Pro. Sec. told us as an irresistible ar-
gument in favor of his views—that that great
organ, the Times , had declared in favor of the
scheme, and«therefore we must submit. In
fact, as Nebuchadneezer told the Babylonians
of old—we must bow down and worship the
graven image he has sat up. Now I will, with
the permission of the house, read a few ex-
tracts from the letter of the correspondent of
that paper, who came here during the visit of
H. K. H. the Prince of W ales—and who was
so well up in the geography of the country,
that on his way to Halifax he found himself at
Toronto. Hear what he says about Windsor:

“ So on I got to Windsor, a village of shan-
ties and some 1.200 people, where a well mean-
ing, but mistaken, individual has built an
hotel large enough to accommodate all the in-
habitants. The latter, however, as might have
been anticipated, prefer living in their huts', so
this hotel has never been opened to this
day.’ * * *

This sir, is the way in which the accredited
correspondent of this great paper maligns the
people of this Province, on an occasion when, I
am proud to say, they did themselves honor in
the reception they gave their Prince.
Then, again, in speaking of the daughters of

Acadia, who are renowned the world over for
their beauty, their intelligence, and their vir-
tue—this is the way he dares to speak of them

:

“ Halifax, at first, does not impress one fa-
vorably; for the entrance from the station in-
cludes, as usual, all the worst thoroughfares
and meanest houses, where the sun burnt na-
tives loll out of their windows all day, and
where brightly dressed Indian squaws, with
their great splaw feet, covered with thick
mocassins, tramp along with little papooses
tied hand and foot to a flat piece of board, and
looking like some curious preparation of an
infant being dried in the sun.”
And yet this is the paper that the Provincial
Secretary thinks should influence the judg-
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ment of the people of this country in the consi-
deration of this great question. Now, sir, I
shall not detain this house with any further re-
marks. All I can say is, if the people of this
country are willing to surrender their rights
and liberties, let them do so. I have done my
duty in warning them against it. I may not
live long enough to see them reaping the bitter
fruits of their own folly

;
but I shall have the

proud satisfaction of knowing that my children
can point to my tomb, and say—There lies one
who had the manliness to raise his voice in the
halls ofparliament against thisunholy alliance.

Speech of mi*. Me L.elan.

Mr. McLelak spoke as follows

:

Mr. Speaker,—We have been charged with
making this a party question. But surely the
position which members on both sides occupy
in reference to it is sufficient to show we are
not amenable to such a charge. For myself I
am about to address the house in opposition to
the views propounded by my political party
leader; and let me say that no act of my little

political life has given me half the pain I feel

in being compelled to take a position in oppo-
sition to that hon. gentleman. There are other
considerations which might well cause me to
hesitate: not only is the question the most
momentous ever discussed here, but there is

the further consideration that it has been ma-
tured by thirty-three gentlemen who claim,
and perhaps not undeservedly, to be among
the ablest in British America. But if I might
be disposed to hesitate from these considera-
tions, I remember that I am here to act upon
my own conscientious convictions of what is

right and wrong—of what may be or may not
be for the good of my country—and not upon
other men’s capabilities of forming a correct
judgment. For apart from considerations of a
political nature which may and do too often
influence men, there are occasions when the
most enlarged and comprehensive minds
overlook the useful and the practical in the
contemplation of the ideal. So has it been,
I believe, on the present occasion. Men
have given up to an idea, or a sentiment that
which they should never have yielded, except
to sound argument and strong conclusive fact.

I believe that the idea or sentiment of union
has had very much to do with influencing
men’s minds upon this subject. When the
Provincial Secretary, in addressing the house
on the history of this question, referred to the
most unanimous applause with which the sub-
ject of union had been greeted when mention-
ed on platform or festive occasions, I thought
at the time that very much of that applause
was given to the sentiment or idea of union
which has always a charm for men’s minds
and not so much to the practical workings of a
union of these provinces. There are perhaps
few words in the English language that have
such an influence over men’s minds as that lit-

tle word “ Union.” We have seen in the neigh-
boring republic how powerful an influence this
“ union sentiment” exercises over the people.
Many years ago when the question of the ad-
mission of Texas into the Union was under
consideration, Daniel Webster, than whom
America has not known a mightier intellect,

warned the Senate against the extension of
territory Southward. Thatwarning voice was
unheeded. The union sentiment prevailed,
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and that union took place. With the greatness
and prosperity of the country there grew up an
interest in the South, which finding its own
centre within itself, and growing antagonistic
to the North, at length culminated in a demand
for a separation. We are all familiar with the
history of events from that time to this—that
the difficulty resulted in a war which has been
unparalled in its magnitude and in its severity
—a war which has furrowed with the graves of
the slain the face of that country as thickly .as

the furrows in a farmer’s field. Looking at the in-

fluence which this sentiment has exercised over
men’s minds at all times, I must conclude that
it has also operated largely in the provinces,
and, that men have been carried away by that
sentiment, and have sought a union irre-

spective of provincial rights and the conse-
quences that may flow from it. They have for-

igotten the union that already exists between
these provinces—that we are united by the
same loyal sentiments—that we are, as the hon.
member for Richmond says, citizens of the
same Empire—subjects of the same Queen.
The same flag that floats over Buckingham
Palace floats over our Citadel, and protects the
inhabitants of these provinces as well as those
of London. Under that protection we enjoy
every blessing and privilege that is known in
civilized and enlightened society

;
and I asked

myself when the Provincial Secretary, the
other night, was speaking of the progress
and prosperity of this province, and telling
us how much we had to be grateful for, why
we could not withal cultivate the virtue of
contentment. But they tell us that there are
circumstances outside of our own borders that
prevent the continuance of these things. In
the first place, we have been told that there is

a disposition on the part of England to cast us
adrift. It is hardly necessary to spend much
time on that part of the subject, because opi-
nions lately propounded in the British parlia-
ment show that there is a determination on
the part of Great Britain to preserve her colo-
nies so long as they remain loyal to the crown
of England. We naturally expected this de-
claration. We have seen that the expansion
and maintenance of colonies has been the
policy which England has pursued from time
immemorial, and it is that which has given
her her proudest title— “ mistress and sover-
eign of the sea.” In the many long years of
Struggle with other powers to obtain that title,

it was not so much the staunchness of her
ships, or the bravery of her crews, as from the
training to the seas which they had acquired
in the wide commerce afforded by colonies.
Before passing away from this part of the
subject, I may add it is still more unlikely
that England should have adopted this policy
of abandoning her colonies at a time when her
great rival France has adopted it, and in every
part of the habitable globe, where she can ob-
tain a foothold, is planting colonies that she
too may have a widely extended commerce

—

that she may train from their youth a large
number of her people to “go down upon the
seas in ships, to do business upon the mighty
Waters,” and thus prepare them for that mag-
nificent navy she is building. Again, England
requires, in large quantities, |the products of
the American continent, and it would be im-
politic to allow a foreign power to control all
those products. When. Louis Napoleon took
possession of Mexico, a fid made of her a vir-

tual dependency of France, he said, “We have
an interest indeed in the republic of the United
States being prosperous and powerful

;
but not

that she should take possession of the whole
gulf of Mexico, thence tocommand the Antilles
as well as South America, and to be the only
dispenser of the products of the New World.”
If this be the policy of Napoleon—if he felt an
anxiety that no foreign power should control
the products of a continent, how much more is

it the interest of England that a foreign power
shall not have the entire command ofproducts
essential to her existence. England has j ustly
been called the “ workshop of the world,” but
in materials for manufacture, she procures
from other countries the value of over one hun-
dred millions of pounds sterling, while one
third of her people receive the food upon which
they live from abroad. Hence it s vastly,
more important to England than to iFrance
whose necessities in those particulars is not so
great that no one power should control the
grain and material for manufacture produced
by the continent of America. Therefore I feel
that circumstances do not warrant any man in
saying that it is the intention of England to
cast these colonies off. Earl Russell said a few
years ago: “ I firmly believe it is our duty, to
maintain our great and valuable Colonial em-
pire,” while Earl Grey added :

“ I belive that
much of the power and influence of this coun-
try depends upon having large Colonial pos-
sessions in different parts of the world

;

” and
but a few days ago we saw the same expres-
sion of opinion as delivered by Lord Palmer-
ston. So I feel it was unwarranted for any
gentleman to say that it was the intention or
policy of England to cast their colonies adrift.

But we are told that we are in danger of being
wrested from Great Britain, that there are a
number ofcircumstances existing in the United
States which endanger the connection with the
parent state. I cannot help admiring the zeal
with which the hon. gentlemen who are advo-
cating this Confederation have been blowing
the War Trumpet. They tell us that the King
of Terrors who has been holding high carnival
in the valleys of the Shenandoah will soon
come to a grand banquet in the valleys ofNova
Scotia. When the Pro. Secy, drew a picture of
this in addressing the house, I thought I saw
his cheek*pale, but at the time it occurred to
me that possibly the direction in which the
hon gentleman was looking had something to
do with this. He was lookiog at Mr. Tilley
from New Brunswick, who was sitting outside
the benches, and perhaps there ran through his
mind all that had grown out of the resolution
moved by him last year. That through his ac-
tion and instrumentality the able Premier of
New Brunswick had been hurled from his po-
sition, and that when the Pro. Secy’s cheek
blanched it was because ho felt that Ban-
quo’s ghost was sitting at the feast. Subse-
quently when the hon. delegate from South
Colchester, in “ blowing the war trumpet,” ex-
hibited a tremor of voice unusual to him, I had
to acknowledge that both these hon. gentlemen
were really alarmed at the terrors they pictur-
ed. That the “great Wizards” who went
“North” were terrified at the apparition they
had conjured up to frighten honester folks.

We read in fabled story of the sculptor who
wrought from i a block of marble a statue
of Jupiter armed

;
and when he had finished

and looked upon the workmanship ofhis own
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hands was ovewhelmed with terror. So are
these hon. gentlemen overcome by the work"
lags of their own imaginations.

We are told by these gentlemen danger is

really imminent, that it will come upon us sud-
denly 1

then, I ask, is it the course of wise men
to undertake a change in our constitutional
administration that will require years to per-

fect. Why the instincts of the lowest order of
animal life tell us better. The insect, when it

is about to undergo a transformation, seeks
retirement until that transformation is perfect-

ed; and shall we enter upon the throes of this

great constitutional transformation at an hour
when we are told danger is coming upon us.

Let us not put oft the old harness until the
time has come when we can safely put on the
new and have it adjusted. The illustration

given by the late Abraham Lincoln, that it is

no time to swap horses when you are crossing
a stream, ought to be sufficient for these gen-
tlemen. The hon. member for Colchester has
spoken of the great change which has occurred
in the character and position of the American
people. He has told you that a very few
years ago that people was engaged in their
workshops and factories of the country, but
now they have been drawn from all these, and
have formed an army that has placed that
nation among the first military powers of the
world. But he neglected to tell us there were
influences uw.e potent to draw these men
from their industrial pursuits than were per-
haps ever before fonnd combined.
They felt not only called to rescue their

country, in whose greatness they felt a just
pride, from being rent in fragments, but to
wipe from their national escutcheon the foul
stain of slavery. That great work they seem
to have accomplished. When at our last meet-
ing the tidings reached us that their President
had fallen by the hand of a foul assassin, and
when we sat in silence no man daring to trust
his voice in expressing the sympathies—the
sorrow that swelled our hearts—further than to
give official form to our feelings, I asked my-
self what must be the effect of these tidings
upon the people over whom Abraham Lincoln
presided, when they so affect us. Surely, sir,

that people have now drank the last drop in
their cup of bitterness, and whatever other ef-

fects may flow from this act, I believe the
American people will, with the blood of Abra-
ham Lincoln, seal a covenant with the Most
High that the clank of the slave chain shall no
more be heard in their land. That he who had
this object deep in heart, and who, while ably
presiding over them, led them on gradually step
by step to proclaim freedom to the black man,
will in his death so fix and stamp the national
mind to that high purpose that when the hour of
peace comes, as in the good Providence of God
it seems nigh, there will, in the arrangement of
terms, be no temporizing, no yielding to South-
ern interests and wishes on this question. Soon,
therefore, will many in those armies be found
going back to their industrial avocations, sad-
dened no doubt by the great sacrifice they
have witnessed, yet consoled by the glorious
thought that they have aided in giving to the
term liberty a meaning and a signification
hitherto unknown upon their soil, that hence-
forth it embraces all classes, creeds and colors.
The hon. member will tell us that there are

others in that army who will not so readily go
to industrial employments; this is true, but all

those will find sufficient employment in re-or-
ganizing the Southern portion of the empire
and in restoring it from the wreck and debris
of this terrible civil strife. Consider also the
spirit of the Southern people. The men have
shown in the hardships they have endured—
in the sacrifices they have made—and in their
daring acts that a feeling of hostility to the
North lies deep in their hearts. Nor have the
Southern women been less remarkable for
patient endurance, high courageous spirit and
deep-seated hatred; and can we for a moment
suppose that the children born of such parents,
nourished and trained by these women, will
not inherit their feelings and so render it im-
perative on the Northern portion of the nation
to keep for many years a strong hand upon the
South. The Provincial Secretary has told us
that he has looked upon slavery as the great
guarantee of our safety. I don't so read Ame-
rican history. So far as I can judge, the men
who have been most bitter in their hostility to
England, and most desirous of finding causes
of war with that country have been Southern
statesmen. The circumstances dependent upon
slavery have been such as to lead them to a
breach of the peace. The fact that England,
with a magnanimity that did her infinite honor,
gave twenty millions to redeem her slaves—

a

fact that stood a perpetual censure as it were
upon the South, no doubt was a cause of irrita-

tion upon their minds. Again, England kept
up a large force upon the African coast to keep
down that traffic which tended to give rise to
this feeling of animosity. Again, north of them
there was a frontier line over which when the
slave passed into Canada he gained free-
dom. This was, perhaps, the strongest
inducement for the Southerners to make war
upon these colonies for the purpose of wiping
away this boundary line, and enabling them
to follow wherever the slave might go, and re-

turn him to his chains. These were great
causes of animosity to England, and now,
since, under the blessing of God, this slavery
has been blotted out, I believe peace is much
more likely to be preserved between England
and America. Had the Southerners succeed-
ed in obtaining their independence, the likeli-

hood of hostilities with England would have
been much greater. The Northern people
thwarted and smarting under the mortification
occasioned by their inability to conquer the
South, would have been more likely to
turn their army—for which they would not
have employment-rupon these Provinces,
than they will be now when they have suc-
ceeded in accomplishing the great object that
they had in calling these armies into existence.
The hon. delegate alluded to a number of cir-

cumstances—the passport system, the propos-
ed armament upon the Jakes, and the abroga-
tion of the Reciprocity Treaty—as so many
evidences of the feeling of the Northern peo-
ple towards us. When he was reading his
summary I wondered why he omitted to refer
to a fact which was known here some weeks
ago—that the notice in reference to the arma-
ment upon the lakes had been withdrawn, and
arrangements made for a mere police force.
Earl Russell, however, justifies the notice, he
says:
“.Coupled with this notice is a notice given with

respect to the armament of the lakes. I think it must
be admitted that recent occurrences on the lakes—
namely, the seizure of vessels by the agents of the
Confederacy and other acts of hostility—completely
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Justify the United States in giving notice of the ter-

mination of the convention. My lords, it was net
to be expected that the United States should submit
passively to such acts of violence without availing
themselves of all the means of repression within their

power.”

An act then which seems to strike horror
into the mind of Colonial statesmen appears to

British statesmen as merely a necessary means
of self-protection. Mr. Cardwell, on the 23rd
March, informing the British Parliament of the
force to be employed on the lakes, says

:

“ Since I came into the House I have received from
the noble lord the Governor-General of Canada
(Lord Monck) a despatch which confirms the agree-
able reports which had already reached us through
the ordinary channels of intelligence. He informs
me that he has received a telegraphic despatch from
Mr. Burnley, at Washington, to this etttect:—‘The
Secretary of State informs me that his government
intends to withdraw the notice for the abrogation of
the Treaty of 1817 (cheers), and the passport system
will cease immediately.’ (Renewed cheers.) Sir, I
refer to that announcement with feelings of the great-
est pleasure; and now 1 tiust we may proceed to dis-

cuss the important practical question which is before
us in no spirit of panic, but in that just spirit which
becomes the consideration ofwhat is due to the hon-
our and interests of our country, and which has char-
acterized the mode in which the proposal has been
considered by the house. (Hear, hear.) Because you
are on friendly terms with the American Government,
because you hope that the friendly spirit which ani-
mates you is reciprocated by them, and because you
are confident that two mighty nations of one blood,
one origin and one language are united by ties which
should forever iorbid the possibility of bloodshed be-
tween them,—those considerations do not render it

the less necessary that you should temperately consi-
der the nature of your defences, and that you should
be dependent for your safety only upon the power of
your own country.”

Lord Palmerston also says:
“ Many gentlemen have argued this question as if

there was a general impression and belief that war
with the United States was imminent, and that this
proposal of ours was for the purpose of meeting a sud-
den danger which we apprehended to be hanging over
us. Now, I think there is no danger of war with
America. Nothing that has recently passed indicates
any hostile disposition on the part of the United states
towards us, and, therefore, 1 do not base this mo-
tion on the ground that we expect war to take place
between this country and America.

The view taken by British statesmen must be
felt to be perfectly correct by every dispassionate

man—that it was necessary for the United States,

in view of raids across the frontier, the capture of
steamers, the robbing of banks, the burning of
hotels, to take some precautionary measures for

self-protection
,
which should not be considered in-

dicatuous of hostilities with Britain.

It has been argued that we are so small a ter-

ritory, that we should endeavour to unite with
some larger country, in order to enlarge our scope
for action. I cannot understand why people who
enjoy all the privileges, rights, and immunities of
the British Empire, should desire to form any
other connection in order that they may have
greater room and scope. I cannot see how
any connection that we can form with other
territoy can increase the relative conjunctions
of Nova Scotia to the British Empire.
Turn to the American States, and contrast tliesize

of Nova Scotia with some States there, and from
which we have heard no talk of forming any
Union with any other state, in order to increase

thtir importance in the “Union.” There are the

States of New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island,

Connecticut, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Mary-
land, &o—all very much smaller in area than
Nova Scotia, and yet from these we hear of no
Union being formed among them, in order that

the citizens may have more area or room for

development. NovaScotia contains 20,436 square

miles ;
New Hampshire 9,280 ; Vermont 9,066 ;

Connecticut 4,780 ;
Massachusetts, that occupies

so conspicuous a position in the American nation,

7,800. Yet Nova Scotia, that our statesmen look

down upon with contempt, is larger than any
two other States I have named

;
and where we

find the Americans perfectly satisfied with the

proportions these States occupy in the American
nation, we should, also, be content, that whilst

we are Nova Scotians we are, at the same time,

citizens of the British Empire, with all the room
and scope which it affords for development.

Again it is contended we have not population

sufficient to give us an importance. Whilst those

who advocate Confederation, have not shown
that the scheme will of itself increase our popu-
lation, they seem to forget that our Province is

very much younger than those American States

with whose condition they contrast ours. All we
require is a little time, as our grow this more rapid

now than theirs. I have examined the census

returns of eighteen States from Maine Southward,
and the average rate of increase for ten years is

16 7-10, while the increase of Nova Scotia in the

same period was 19 9-10, so that if those gentle-

men will have a little patience, our population

will become sufficiently numerous.

It seems, however, the determination of the Prov.
Secretary; that we shall not remain in our pres-

ent happy and prosperous condition, that nothing
short of a Union with some other province will

•satisfy him. When last year he introduced his

resolution for a convention to consider the Union
of the Maritime pro vinces, but little importance
was attached to it, as it was not likely to lead to any
practical result

;
but when it became known that

the convention had arranged a Union of the
whole British North American Colonies, and
when the terms of the proposed Union were made
public, the province was convulsed from centre to

circumference
;
men at once set about petitioning

this Legislature, and but for the opinion which
got abroad that the Delegates had abandoned the
scheme, your table would have been covered with
petitions. 8o strong was public opinion fcund to

be against the Quebec arrangement, that the Pro.
Secetary has not had the courage and the manli-
ness to carry it out, although bound in all faith

to the other Provinces to make the attempt. When
I consider the position of our delegates, I am re-

minded of the fable of the fellows who sold a
“bearskin” before they had killed the bear t which
so happily illustrates the case that 1 shall trouble
the House with it.

Five fellows, needing funds and bold,

A bearskin to a furrier sold,

Of which the bear was living still,

But which they presently would kill—
At least they said they would.

And if their word was goed.
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It was a king of bears—an Ursa Major
The fattest bear beneath the sun.

1

The skin the chaps would wager.
Was cheap at double cost

;

’Twould make one laugh at first—

And make two robes as well as one.

(In their accounts ’twas theirs

But in his own the bears.)

By bargain struck upon the skin
Three mouths at most must bring it in,

Forth went the jive. More easy found than got.

The bear came growling at them on the trot.

Behold our dealers all confounded.
As if by thuuderbolt astounded !

Their bargain vanished suddenly in air
;

For who could plead his interest with a bear ?

Four of the friends sprung up a tree :

The other, cold as ice could be.

Fell on his face, feigned death,

And closely held his breath,

—

He having somewhere—heard it said

The bear ne’er preys upon the dead.
Sir Bear, sad blockhead, was deceived-—
The prostrate man a corpes believed

;

But, half suspecting some deceit,

He feels and snuffs from head to feet,

And in the nostrils blows.

The body’s surely dead, he thinks
I’ll leave it for it stinks

;

And off into the woods he goes.

The other dealers from their tree

Descending cautiously, to see

Their comrade lying in the dirt

Consoling, says it is a wonder
That, by the monster forced assunder.
Were—after all—more scared than hurt,

But, addeth they, what of the creatures skin ?

He held his muzzle very near
;

What did he whisper in your ear ?

He gave this caution,—“ Never dare
Again to sell the skin of bear

Its owner has not ceased to wear.

Now our dealers not finding Sir Bear disposed
to quietly part with his skin have determined to

get him into a trap. ' They seek by this resolu-

tion on the table for another convention to en-
trap Nova Scotia into the scheme as arranged at
Quebec. My hon. friend from Riohmond is cor-

rect in stating that they have no other object in
view, and I shall ask the House to follow me
while I consider the constitution prepared for us
at that Quebec conference.

We are told by the Provincial Secretary of the
government they proposed to constitute a Feder-
ation of British North America. And it appears
to me that in the very outset, in the second reso-

lution of this report, they have given the evidence
which shows that this Federal Union cannot be
stable under the circumstances. They allude there
to the ** diversity of the interests of the several

Provinces.”

The fact that the interests of the Provinces are

so diversified' that each has its own interest, and
its centre of interest within itself—precludes the
possibility of .a Federal Union being formed to

work harmoniously. Under present regulations

eur separate interests are not brought into

antagonism—why then should we bring about
a change which will make the interests of the

several Provinces clash and destroy that harmony
of feeling that is existing among these Colonies ?

The hon. member for South Colchester, read to

you from Judge Story, that when Provinces

unite they make mutual sacrifices and concessions

in order to obtain some great purpose. One pur-
pose for which they would make that sacrifice

would be, that they might obtain mutual
aid. In this case there would not be that

influence at work in order to induce us to

consent to a sacrifice of our interests—an attack

upon one isunder present regulationan attack upon
all—besides we have now the protection of Eng-
land—we have the command of her armies. She
has told us that her honour demands that she

should protect her Colonies. Therefore, while

they are loyal, no necessity exists why we should

make such sacrifices as is proposed. And if the

necessity be not apparent the people will not sub-

mit to them.

I come now to another branch of the subject

—

the nature of the representation. We are to have
local governments, and a General Government
over all. In that General Government, Nova
Scotia is to have a representation of 19 out of 194.

Now the Provincial Secretary tells us that this is

as much as we have any right to expect accord-

ing to our population, and he stated that if these

terms were not just, we had only the delegates to

blame. I contend, in view of the geographical

position of Nova Scotia—800 miles may form the

capital, and almost an island—that the principle

of representation by population was not at all

sufficient to do her justice. You don’t give to the

city of Halifax a representation proportioned to

the population because you feel that by the

Parliament meeting here, influences can be
brought to bear upon it that compensates for a less

representation. As you recede from the place of

the meeting of Parliament, representation should

increase in order to give a balance of influence.

—

The city of London, with a population of nearly

3,000,090—one-tenth of the Empire—has only

16 representatives. If you adopted the principle

in question, she ought to have one-tenth of the

whole number in Parliament. The reason why it

is not carried out, is the Parliament meets there,

and that the influence given the city thereby, is

sufficient for her. On examination of a table pre-

pared in 1859, I find that as you recede from the

place of meeting of Parliament—the proportion of

representatives of counties to the population in-

creases. The Counties of Middlesex, Surrey and
Kent (exclusive of London) with a population of

3,185,424 have 43 members
;
one to every 74,074

cf the population; in the extreme North, Cumber-
land, Northumberland, and Durham, with a
population of 890,059 have 29 members

;
one to

30,691 of population. On the extreme South,

Cromwell, Devon and Dorset, having a population

of 1,106,863 returns 50 members
;
one to 22,137

of population ; on the extreme west, Anglesea,
Cameron and Denbigh have 237,780 population

and 7 members. And so should there be an in-

crease here, because the great distance from Qtta-*
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wa will prevent us from exercising any influence

upon the Government there, other than is given us
by our representation. The influences of the in-

terests of' a country like ours (almost an island)

are necessarily confined within her lines, and
when the legislation for our interests is placed

in a parliament beyond our ^orders we should
have an increase of numbers in representation to

compensate for th e entire want of local influences.

But the Provincial Secretary tells us that we
have a large representation in the Legislative

Council which fully compensates us for the want
of representation in the Assembly. Mr. George
Brown, arguing that question, said that the com-
plaint had been made that they had given us too

large a representation in the Upper House
; but

he says “ in the Lower House , Canada shall

hold the purse strings You will further remem-
ber that all the Lowor Provinoes combined have
only 24 members in the Legislative Council,

whilst united Canada has 48. But whatever dif-

ferences of opinion may have hitherto existed

between Upper and Lower Canada, there is no
dpubt you will find them as one when their in-

terests come in collision with those of the Lower
Provinces When a man and a wife quarrel,

and a third parly steps in, they both unite against

him. Upper and Lower Canada may have dis-

putes. at times too, but whenever the Lower Pro-
vinces come in, they will unite as one Province
against us. Tbe Provincial Secretary tells us
that if our Representatives band together, they
can exercise an influence which will make them
sufficiently felt in the Canadian Parliament, and
referred in illustration of his argument to the

influence that the members of Cape Breton exer-

cise here ;
but he did not tell us that these form

a much larger proportion to the whole number
in this House than would the representatives'

from Nova Scotia exhibit in a Parliament of 194

at Ottawa. But suppose they did band together

to make their influence felt in that Parliament.

Now, 1 ask the hon. Prov. Sac’y. to consider the

position in which he places this Province and her

Representatives. I cannot conceive a-more de-

graded, a more humiliating position than the Re-
presentativ es of a spirited people compelled to forego

their political opinions—their conscientious convic-

tions on all public questions, in oi’der to obtain for

their people a consideration in the distribution of

the funds. But even supposing our 19 Represen-

tatives could so far forget themselves as to turn

political hucksters, and offer to sell themselves,

body and soul, they will never obtain more than
a few pickings from the public chest, which we
shall do more than our share in filling. Under
any circumstances, however humiliating, we shall

be powerless to enforce a just consideration of

interests. There is a beautiful work of art, re-

presenting two hounds chained together by the

neck—one is large and powerful, looking down
with contempt and indifference upon his lesser

companion, who is as beautiful in the formation

of limb, apparently as swift to follow the game,
and as keen of ecent as the other, yet crouches,

overawed and helpless. Often as I have looked

upon that work, I have felt aa impulse rising

within me to strike the chain from the little fel-

lows neck, and let him free. And ever since this

Confederation scheme has been published—every

time I have looked upon a miniature copy of that

work, I have thought of Confederation. I have
seen in it Nova Scotia, bound and chained by the

neok to Canada, and thinking of my country
thus helpless, powerless, and prostrate at. Ottawa,
with a Representation of only nineteen in a Par-
liament of 194, the exolamation rises from my
heart—“God help the little fellow.” Around
me sit the men to whom the constituencies of

Nova Scotia entr usted her Constitutional rights

—her interests and'welfare—to whom she, for

four years, bared her neck—is there—oan there be

one among us who will help to fasten upon that

neck, this chain, prepared by the delegates? No,
let us rather keep sacred that trust—let us rather

go baok t© the people, and learn of them at the

polls their wishes on this great question, lest in

after y ears, they have just reason to execrate our
naemor ies—lest they pray Heaven to strike palsied

every hand that touched to fasten a rivet of that

chain.

I co me now to the financial terms of this scheme
of Un ion. The delegates have adopted at Quebec
a sea le, and arranged the debt of the Provinces

prett y much as they did representation, upon a
plan, of population irrespective of the incomes

whi.ch the Provinces possessed. It seems to me
at the very outset, the hon. delegates laid down
th»3 wrong principle, instead of arranging the

de bt according to population ; they should have
looked at the incomes—at the revenues, and
founds, what each had in the treasury. If any
gentleman should propose to form a partnership

with another on Granville street, what is the first

question that is asked ? The amount of his in-

come—not how many persons are to enter the

partnership. Taking it upon this ground, little

Nova Scotia, as represented by these gentlemen,
has not received justice. Canada is allowed to

con^into the Confederation with a debt of $62,-
500,0t)0, Nova Scotia with one of $8,000,000.
Now, in the year in which this arrangement was
made, the income of Canada was $5,884,594

—

whilst that of Nova Scotia was $861,989—in both

cases derived from Customs and Excise. Accord-
ing to that income of Canada, as compared with
that of Nova Scotia, she should have only been
entitled to come in with a debt of $54,000,000.
But the hon. gentlemen should not have taken
the present income only into consideration. They
should have considered that under Confederation

we shall be placed on the same tariff, and there-

fore they should have looked to the effect of this

increase of tariff. It has been ascertained by close

calculation, that under the Canadian tariff, Nova
Scotia’s revenue would have been $1,330,514.
Taking it upon this basis, if we were allowed only

8 millions, Canada should have only $35,452,507,
or reversing it, if Canada is allowed $62,600,000,
Nova Scotia should have beenallowed $ 14,107^330.

By adopting the principle of income, instead of

population, it would have given us over six mil-

lions more than we are actually to receive under
this agreement.
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But we have not received justice in respect

to the quality of the debt. Very nearly the
whole of the debt of Nova Scotia has been cre-

ated by the construction of a Bailway, and we
have been told time and again by those dele-

gates, that as soon as we get our railway sys-

tem completed, our road will be a paying
property, and in reality be no debt at all. It is

very different with the debt of Canada. In an-
swer to a question put by the hon. member for

Halifax, the hon. Prov. Secy, laid on the table

a financial statement, containing the debt, in-

come, &c., of Canada, issued by Mr. Galt. At
the dinner given last autumn to the Canadian
delegates, the hon. Prov. Secy, told us Mr.
Galt had the power of making a deficit of a
million appear a surplus of that amount.
I must confess, looking at the paper before me,
there is a great deal or truth in that remark.

—

In this balance-sheet we And the whole liabili-

ties of Canada are put down at $176,223,06(1.60 .

This, however, is so balanced, even to the last

five cents, that we are almost led to believe
that Canada in reality does not owe a dollar.

But on an examination, I find to make that ba-
lance they have put down at cost and accumu-
lated interest all the public buildings, bridges,

roads, harbors, lighthouses, canals, railroads,

&c., of the country. Now, if we were to put a
valuation upon all onr roads and bridges, our
public buildings, Shubenacadie and St. Peter’s
Canals, Arisaig Pier, Parsboro Snag, and simi-

lar property, we should far overbalance all our
indebtedness, without touching the railroads.

I have examined the financial returns of Ca-
nada, to see the actual net income of the pro-
perty claimed in this balance-sheet, and I find
the net income from over seventy millions
of it is 1 only $471,461, which represents
a capital of less than eight millions,
leaving about 62,000,000 dollars from which
no available profits are derived. The princi-
pal sources from which any income is derived
is from the Canals and Municipalities. We
have the Bailways put down for loans and in-
terests unpaid at something like $30,000,000. It
will be perhaps in the knowledge of the House
that in 1857 the Grand Trunk Company came
to the Canadian Parliament and said: We can-
not proceed further,, and we wish you to give
up your claim on our lines—just as the Shube-
nacadie Canal people asked us to give up our
lien on that undertaking. The Legislature, in-
stead of giving up the claim entirely, consented
to give up the first lien and allow new share-
holders to Come in,—the province, then, to hold
the third position. In consequence of this ar-
rangement, no interest is paid, and the accu-
mulation is now $9,642,000. Anybody who
knows anything of the management of these
great public companies will perceive, that'
after working expenses and the interest to the
first two sets of bondholders are paid, the Go-
vernment will never receive a cent of interest
upon its loan. Again, there is the Municipal
Loan Fund debt, amounting in principal and
interest to $12,890,837—very much of which
has been fruitful of the greatest possible po-
litical corruption, and will never prove an
available asset. Some of the municipalities
have borrowed nearly $300 per head of the
population, and of course never can pay either
principal or interest. The town of Port Hope,
with a population of 4,160, borrowed $740,000,
and had arrears of interest Dec. 31st, 1861, of
$312,303. The town of Niagara, with 2,070 in-

habitants, borrowed $280,000, and owed for
interests $148,974. I hold in my hand a list of
seven municipal cities, Containing 40,600 in-
habitants, who have received from this fund
$5,594,400, and owed as arrears of interest
Dec.- 31st, 1861, $2,359,406—together nearly
eight million dollars—the amount Nova Scotia-
is to be permitted to] owe on going into Con-
federation.

It is therefore evident that very little can be
counted upon from the municipalities. It is to
be supposed, however, that there is in this ba-
lance sheet some property that is profitable.
The whole amount of the liabilities are put
down at $76,223,061. They claim funds imme-
diately available to reduce this to $6 1

,500,000,
five millions more than Canada is to enter the
Confederation with. This five millions the lo-

cal governments of Canada are to assume,

—

but with the debt are to have the property re-
presented by it. Hon. George Brow*n, speak-
ing of this arrangement, says very distinctly,

—

and there is a clause in the report of the dele-
gates authorizing it—that the local govern-
ments of Upper and Lower Canada are to take
this available property—as an offset to the
debts that they are called upon to assume.
Now it is not reasonable to assume that Upper
and Lower Canada, whose public men are so
astute, will take liabilities that have no income.
They will select the best they can.
Mr. Archibald—They have no power to

make the selection.
Mr. McLelan—I will read, in corroboration

of my statement, the 58th clause of the consti-
tution,—“ All assets connected with such por-
tions of the public debt of any Province as are
assumed by the local governments, shall also
belong to those governments respectively/*
These local governments will not assume any
debt unless there is an asset connected with it.

I will also tell you what hon. George Brown of
Canada says :

—

“ But, Mr. Speaker, I am told that the ar-
rangement as to the debt is unfair—that wo
have thrown on the Federel exchequer the
whole of the debts of the Maritime Provinces,
and only a portion of the debt of Canada. There
is not a particle of force in this objection. The
whole debt of Canada is $67,500,000, but five
millions of this is due to our own people, to
meet which there are certain local funds. Now
if we had thrown the whole $67,500,000 on the
Federal treasury, we must also have handed
over to it the local revenues which, so far* as
these five millions are concerned, would have
been precisely the same thing. But as regards
the public debt with which the Federal govern-
ment would start, it would not have been the
same thing. By restricting the debt of Canada
to $62,500,000, we restricted the debt of the Ma-
ritime Provinces to the same proportion on $25
per head of their population

;
but had we thrown

our whole debt of sixty-seven and a half mil-
lions on the Confederation, the proportion of
debt for the several Maritime Provinces must
have been increased, and the whole debt very
greatly augmented.”
The hon. delegates cry “Hear, hear,” but I

believe every gentleman present hears enough
to convince him that the Canadians are to take
five millions worth of available property with
the debts they are to assume, leaving the ba-
lance, $62,500,000, comparatively worthless.
A good deal has been said about the tariff,

and it has been claimed that under the ar-
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rangement that would have to he made, we
would be called upon to pay a very much lar-

ger sum into the general revenue than we pay
into our own treasury. There never appeared
to me to be any question on this point. The
very fact that Canada has to resort to a stamp
act in order to raise funds, was sufficient proof
to me that they had run to the full extent they
could in the imposition of duties . If there be
any one mode of raising taxes that is more ob-
noxious to the people than another, it is a
stamp duty—a stamp tax on every note, bill,

receipt, or paper. We are told that there will
not be a very large increase of duty, because
Canada admits many articles duty free. I
have been to some trouble in turning to the re-

turns of articles imported by Canada, and I
find the result of the examination to be that
the whole amount of imports for 18(13 amoun-
ted to $45,9(14,000. Now we are told $23,000,000, or
or one-half, are free goods, and that since
Canada has so many free goods, the conse-
quence is, that running the tariff oyer the
whole, she has a lower scale than Nova Scotia.
In order to arrive at the incorrectness of this
assertion, you must look at the nature of her
importations, and see what those free goods
are made up of. I find

.
articles under the

Reciprocity treaty $12,330,000. Of course these
are free goods there as here, and would con-
tinue to be so under Confederation. Agaiu,
coin and bullion is put don n, although in Nova
Scotia it is never called an import; but when-
ever a Bank gets in a quantity of money, in
Canada, it is placed among the Imports; the
amount given is $4,(^52,287. I find down for
books $455,941. Again, the vehicles and car-
riages of travellers crossing the lines to see
their friends are down at $104,586. Again,
gravel and clay are among their imports

;
clo-

thing and army and other stores for mili-
tary and naval purposes, nearly a million
more. Therefore you see that they put down
among their imports articles which were never
dreamed of here. The amount of these arti-

cles I have enumerated as free here, or which
we do not call an import, is $22,516,223.

There being in all their free goods only half
a million which would pay duty under our ta-

riff. Add this to the amount of goods paying
duty under their own, and the whole imports
of dutiable goods will only amount to $23,448,-

270, being $9.35 per head of population, from
which would be collected $2.40,by their tariff',

making it over 25 per cent; whilst our imports,
deducting free goods and articles re-exported,
amounted to $5,360,106—being $16.20 to each
inhabitant yielding $2.53 per head in duty,
equivalent to 15 3-5 per cent, tariff. It has been
asserted on some occasions that under Confe-
deration we will not necessarily be called upon
to come under this high Canadian tariff. Now
I claim that under the arrangements of this
confederation the new expenses involved will
necessitate an increase of tariff'. We find in
the report a number of new services which in-

volve new expenses. First, there is the inter-
est on the Intercolonial railway $707,000 a year.
Then we have the expenses of the civil govern-
ment $540,000

;
the legislative charges $630,000.

In 1863 Canada, with a less number of repre-
sentatives than is proposed to be given in the
general government, the expenses were $627,-

373. At the the same rate the expenses for the
large government would be $850,000; but the
delegates have put the amount down at $630,-

000. Then it is proposed to give one million
for militia, which would be about $500,000 ad-
ditional. The public works and buildings put
down at $400,000. Then there is an additional
sum given to Canada for local purposes. She
retains her local revenues, $1,297,043, and re-
ceives a subsidy of $2,006,121, being a total of
$3,303,164; while the average sum she has had
in four years was $2.021.979—which gives her
an increase of $1,281,185. In the same way
there is an increase in local expenses to P. E.
Island of $61,712, and to Newfoundland $124,-

000. Add to all these for interest on additional
dedt allowed Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
$215,000 and you have a total of new charges
upon the confederated colonies of $4,458,897.

From this may be deducted reduction in local
services in Nova Scotia $279,000, and in New
Brunswick $71,047—together $350,047—leaving
the new expenditures $4,108,850. Now the Ca-
nadian tariff of 25 per cent, average on all duti-
able goods applied to the Maritime Provinces
will realize a part of this sum. Nova Scotia,

it has been ascertained by calculation, will pay
additional $468,525; New Branswick estimated
to pay $200,000; Newfoundland and P. E. Is-

land $300,000—in all $968,525, which will still

leave, after we are all placed under the Canadi-
an tariff, $3,140,335 to be prouided by a further
inci-ease of taxation. Now suppose we only pay
one-tenth of this, $3,140,335, it will make, added
what we shall pay, under the present Canadian
tariff, an addition to our present annual taxa-
tion of $782,560, for the benefit of the Ottawa
Government. "Whilst those who have addres-
sed the house more particularly on the local

expenses, have shown that we shall have to
raise by direct taxation a large sum to meet
the wants of roads, bridges, education, and
other services, I may here remark that Nova
Scotia has now the largest sum of any of the
Colouies for local purposes per head $1.96, but
under the Quebec arrangement will have the
least—$1,121.

Present Per head
Local Expenditures. for local purposes.

Canada $2,021,979 .80

Nova Scotia. . .

.

650,000 1.96

New Brunswick 424,047 1.68

P. E. Island 124,015 1.52

Newfoundland . 250,000 1.90

UNDER CONFEDER A.TION.

Local Revenue. Subsidy. Total Per head.
Canada$1.297,043 2,006,121 3,303,164 $1.37$
N. Scotia 107,000 264,000 371.000 1.12$

N. Bw’k 89,000 264,000 353,000 1.40

P E Island 32,000 153,728 185,728 2.29$

Newfld. 5,000 369,000 374,000 2.84$

Increase under Confederation for local servi-

To Canada 1,281,285 51$
To P. E. Island 61,715 76$
To Newfoundland 124,000 94$

11,466,897
Decrease under confederation for local services

Total. Per head.
From Nova Scotia $279,000 83|
From New Brunswick 71,947 28

$350,047
It must be evident to all that whilst we

import $16.20 per head of dutiable goods, and
Canada only $9.35 per head, we shall under
Confederation pay into the general revenues
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Confederation pay into the general revenues
nearly double the amount paid by the same
population in Canada. We are larger impor-
ters, not only because our pursuits require it,

but because we have the means of paying for

more goods. Our delegates have attempted
to dazzle us with the great wealth of Canada.
True, there is a large aggregate of wealth, but
divide it among the larger population and you
find it falling far below our own little province.

I have taken thefive principal branches of in-

dustry to find the individual income, and the
census returns for the year previous show our
income to be nearly double theirs.

Branches of Value in Cana- Per Value in N. Per
Industry da; pop. 2,- head. S; pop. head

507,647. 380,857

Agriculture $14,259,225 $5.66 $786,526 $2.37

Mines 558,306 22 658,257 1.98

Sea 833,646 33 3,084,449 9.35

Forest 11,012,353 4.36 767,136 2.21

Ship b’ldg (1863) 3,000,000 1.19 2,000,000 6.06

$11.76 $22,07
'11,76

Exeesss of income to each inhabitant of
Nova Scotia. $10.31

But it is no disparagement to Canada to be
thus exceeded by Nova Scotia. Consider the
difference in our resources. I have spoken of
the size of our Province—its area, but Nova
Scotia should be measured for its cubic con-
tents, and the measurers rod should also be run
out three miles to sea—our fishing grounds
are a part and parcel of Nova Scotia, as much
as the field which the farmer cultivates—for
all round the thousand miles of our sea coast
we draw a perpetual harvest, provided by the
waters of the world. For agriculture we have
lands on both sides of the Bay of Fundy,
unsurpassed—yielding produce of the high-
est class, whilst the districts represented
by the hon. member for Kings furnish fruit fit

for the palate ofRoyalty itself. Lookingdown-
ward, we have mines of gold and iron, whose
wealth, as yet, is almost untouched, but which
is being gradually developed in coal. We are
richer than the richest. Examine the geolo-
gical map of Nova Scotia hanging in our
library, and you see almost every part, not
occupied by gold and iron, marked by coal
measures. And who shall estimate the wealth
of these mines, or the influence which Nova
Scotia shall, through their possession, have
upon the world. As bearing upon the value
of our coal fields, let me read to the house an
extract from an article by the Professor of
Natural History, in the University of Glas-
gow:—

THE POWER REPRESENTED BY COAL.
“ Interesting and impressive comparisons hare been

instituted between the mechanical force of a given
weight of coal applied as fuel in the steam-engine and
the dynamic energy of a man. The human labourer
exerting his strength upon a tread-mill,—a very eco-
nomical mode of using it,—can, it is stated, lift his
own weight,—we will say 150 lb.,—through a height
of 10,000 feet per day, the equivalent of which is 1 lb.
raised 1,500,000 feet in the same time. Now, the me-
chanical virtue of fuel is best estimated by learning
the number of pounds which a given quantity—let it
be one bushel—will elevate to a given height, say one
foot, against gravity. Applied in the steam-engine,
this performance of the bushel measure of coal is call-
ed its duty. In some improved modern Cornish en-
gines, this duty,—the bushel’s work,—is equivalent to
the amazing result of raising 126,000,000 lb. one foot

33

high, or 1 lb. 125,000,000 feet high. Now, as there are
84 lb. of coal in one bushel, this divisor 84, gives 1 lb.

as equal to 1,488,000, or nearly one million and a half
of feet, which, as we have seen above, is just the re-

sult of a man’s toil for one day upon a tread-mill.

—

Thus, apound of good coal is in reality worth a day’s
wages. If, again, we estimate a lifetime of hard,
muscular toil at twenty years, and portion three hun-
d'-ed working days to each year,—a full allowance,—
we have for a man’s total dynamic effort, six thousand
days. But 6000 lb. constitute only three tons, so that
we have arrived at the almost amusing fact, the cheer-
ing truth, that every three tons of coal in the earth is

the convertible equivalent of one man’s lile-long mus-
cular activity.
What a promise is here of the capacity of civilized

inventive man to find an ample substitute for the life-

wearing, brutalizing and mind-benumbing expendi-
ture of nerve and animal power exacted now of the
slaves of all complexions. What a pledge has the all-

bountiful and good Creator here given us, that the
common lot of mankind is not to be, as always in the
past, a lot of physical labor, but in the long future,
at least one of a far higher, happier mode of effort.

When I behold a section or block from out of a coal
seam, and reflect that each cubic yard is in weight
somewhat more than a ton

; and that a column of it a
yard in base and only three yards tall has more work
in it than a man, more mechanical energy than any
force which willing effort, necessity, or the lash of the
tyrant master, can exact from the human organiza-
tion, I exult in the reverential thought of the super-
abundant provision bequeathed to our race against
the curse of over-physical toil in this marvellous con-
densation of mechanical strength. Looking at the
tall column of the material, thirty-seven feet high,
representing a coal-bed in Nova Scotia, displayed in
the recent great exhibition in London, I said to my-
self, here is a black man, of the strength of somefour
of the stoutest dark-skinned men ever held in serf-

dom, and see what a willing service, what a painless
bondage it can be made to undergo. This, our inani-
mate slave, can be compelled to work at any rate of
gentleness or speed we choose. We can induce him
to lengthen out his efforts for almost any term of
years, or bid him convert himself into a herculean
giant, concentrating the total force of four able-bodied
men, spread over twenty years of life, and applying
the whole of it in some titanic triumph against brute
matter within a week or even a day.
Here it may be worth our while to turn from our

giant man of all work, and take the census of those
populations of this sort which rest sleeping beneath
the ground, but are ever ready, under the magic sum-
mons of a little art, to muster at the surface in any
strength and await our bidding. Every acre of a coal
seam, only four feet in thickness, and yielding one
yard depth of pure fuel, will produce, if fitly mmded,
about 5000 tons—equivalent to the life-labor of more
than 1600 strong men. Every square miie of such coal-
bed contains about 3,000,000 tons of fuel, and repre-
sents one million of men labouring steadily through
twenty years of their ripest vigour.”
Here is a view presented to us in which

the mind becomes absolutely lost in the maze
of figures required to represent the value of our
great coal fields, and when we take in connec-
tion with them all our other resources we
have a country to whose attainments in
wealth and prosperity, there is no reasonable
limit. It is not so in a country like Canada,
largely agricultural, when its lands are settled
and the farms established, the extent of its
prosperity is nearly attained. It is not extent
of territory that renders a country great or
wealthy, it is not material size that gives to
any object its value. The diamond that spar-
kles on beauty^ brow, though it may scarcely
equal in size| or rival in brilliancy the eye that
beams beneath it, yet in the markets of the
world it would purchase an Island or a Moun-
tain of rock. And so is it with our little gem
of a Province it may be less in territory
than other countries, it may indeed be over-
shadowed by the gigantic and colossal pro-
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portions of Sister Colonies, yet in all the real
elements of wealth and prosperity they
compare with little Nova Scotia, hut as
poorhouse giants; but notwithstanding it

is so, the Provincial Secretary takes this Pro-
vince—rich as the rarest jewel—peopled with
industrious, enterprising and spirited men, and
goes on a trading voyage to Canada and bar-
gains it off acre for acre and man for man with
the acres and habitans of Canada. He does
more. He does worse—he comes back boast-
ing of what he has done and of his great states-
manship. Let me, sir, tell the House that sto-

ry of a conceited coxcomb who, making love
to a lady, in the pauses of a dance, placed his
hand on his heart, and with considerable dis-

tortion of features, said—“ if this is not love I
feel, what is it?” “ My dear sir,” said the
lady, “ it must be something that bites you.”
Now our Provincial Secretary in his trading

voyage got badly bitten in his bargain, and
mistakes the bite of the Canadians for states-
manship. Let me add that too on many occa-
sions I think the hon. gentleman acts “just
as the maggot bites, and mistakes the
feeling for the impulses and inspirations of
statesmanship.
I have spoken of our prosperity—of the in-

come from the various branches of industry

—

the extent of our fisheries, and the value of
our mines

;
and it may be claimed that one of

the advantages that will arise from this Union
will be the development of these resources, by
giving us extended trade and commerce. We
have heard a great deal of the powers of par-
liament, of legislative enactments, but there is

one thing that is almost beyond the control of
such enactments—that is, the divergence of
trade from its natural channels. We have
had in fish, coal, and those articles which
are our chief products, free trade with the
Cther colonies, and what has been the re-

sult? Have our resources thereby been
developed? Has our trade been enlarged?
If you turn to the imports of Canada—to

the free goods—you will see the result. Nova
Scotia, which, from her natural position
and resources, is especially prepared to sup-
ply upon very advantageous terms, gypsum,
coal, fish, and stone,— to what extent would
you suppose Nova Scotia supplies Canada
with these? I find the total import of coal
into Canada is estimated at $936,239, and of
this amount Great Britain supplies $379,703,
and the United States, to which we export
largely, $548,846, leaving the total amount im-
ported from the Province of Nova Scotia into
Canada, where it goes as free as air, only
$7,690. Again, take the article of gypsum.
Even six times more of this article is imported
from the United States than from the British
American Colonies. Again, of fish, which we
export so largely to the United States, Canada
only receives from the whole British North
American Colonies to the value of $226,573,
while she gets from the United States $281,023.

We export stone, in abundance, to the United
States, but not a dollar’s worth to Canada. I
have enumerated these articles to show that,

having in them free trade among these colo-
nies, we send but a small value of them to the
colonies with which it is proposed to confede-
rate us.

It has been urged that as this is a Maritime
Colony, Confederation would open up a valu-
able field of commerce to our shipping. It is

absurd to suppose that confederation would
give us any advantages we do not now enjoy,
or that our shipping interest can depend for
employment upon a country whose waters are
closed for five months in the year. Nearly
the whole trade of Canada is supplied by the
accidents of commerce

;
that is, when a vessel

cannot get a charter she would like, and being
perhaps in a coal port, she takes a cargo of coal
to Canada, and returns with lumber to some
other port where she finds more profitable em-
ployment. And it is by accidents arising like
this, in various ports, the whole wants of the
trade of Canada are ^supplied. It is an entire
fallacy to say that by opening the whole trade
of these colonies, we should receive great ad-
vantages in Nova Scotia. Confederation, in-
stead of extending the commerce and deve-
loping the natural products of this country*
will rather cripple trade. I have already
shown that Confederation must necessarily
impose upon us a very heavy tariff and ex-
ceedingly large burthens. The consequences
of that is, to increase the cost of living and
producing the articles of export, and when
you increase the cost of living and of wages,
you are unable to compete with other countries
in the sale of your coal and fish, and other
articles which Nova Scotia is especially calcu-
lated to produce. It is claimed again that we
shall get the Intercolonial Railway by Con-
federation.
The Provincial Secretary told us we got it on

terms never dreamed of. I have looked on
these terms and summarized them, just as the
hon. member for South Colchester did the in-

dications of war, and the conclusion I have
come to is, that the Provincial Secretary was
right in his expression. 1st. We surrender the
entire control of the constitution of this country.
2nd. We endanger the harmony existing
among us as fellow-colonists by bringing our
diverse interests into conflict. 3rd. We reduce
our local expenditures for roads and bridges to a
large amount, or supply that deficiency by direet
taxation. 4th. We subject ourselves to the annoy-
ance and tax of the stamp act. 5th. We surren-
der to Canada the power to tax us to any extent
that their extravagance may render necessary;
and which I have shown you will be in the
outset $782,560. 6th. We must pay our propor-
tion of all expenses entered into by the general
government. I have shown you some of the
new expenses which are incident on the first

formation of this government; but it is not to
be supposed that the engagements entered
into by the general government will rest here.
We have been told that one of the conditions
upon which the Canadians agreed to build the
intercolonial railway was that they should
have western extension and enlargement of
their canals. You will understand that the
Canadians find that their canals are not an-
swering their anticipations. The returns of
1864 show that there has been a large decrease
irn the earnings of the Welland and St. Law-
rence canals. In the Welland there is a de-
crease of 12f per cent., and in the St. Lawrence
canals 33 per cent. In the report of the Com-
missioner of Public Works he says, to make
them remunerative they must be enlarged to
allow the passage of vessels 800 to 850 tons
burthen

;
which will require an enormous ex-

penditure, as they have now a depth of water
of only about, nine feet deep. Now, the en-
largement of these canals, and the opening up



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.' 250

of the north-west, were the conditions in con-
nection with the construction of the intercolo-

nial railway. Mr. Brown in his speech gives

the Canadians the strongest possible assurance
of this, he says

:

“ Bat this question of immigration naturally brings

me to the subject of the great Northwestern terri-

tories. [Hear, hear.] The resolutions before us recog-

nize the immediate necessity of those vast territories

being brought within the Confederation and opened
up tor settlement. But I am told that while the Inter-

colonial Railroad has been made an absolute condi-

tion of the compact, the opening up of the Great West
and enlargement of our canals have been left in doubt.
Now, sir, nothing can be more unjust than this. Let
me read the resolutions :

—

“ The General Government shall secure, without de-

lay, the completion of the Intercolonial Railway from
Riviere du Loup, through New Brunswick, to Truro
in Nova Scotia.
“The communications with the North-western Ter-

ritory, and the improvements required for the deve-
lopment of the trade of the Great West with the sea-

board, are regarded by this Conference as subjects of
the highest importance to the Federal Provinces, and
shall be prosecuted at the earliest possible period that
the state of the finances will permit.”
The Confederation is, therefore. Clearly committed

to the carrying out both these enterprises
But honourable gentlemen lay stress upon the point
that, while the one enterprise is to be undertaken at
once, the other is not to be commenced until the state

of the finance will permit. No doubt this is correct,

and the reason for it is simply this—the money has
already been found for the Intercolonial Railway.
They must be well aware that the late Government
[the Macdonald-Sicotte Administration) agreed to
build the Intercolonial Railway, and obtained from
the Imperial Government a guarantee of the deben-
tures for building it—so that money is ready at a very
low rate of interest, whenever required. We know
where to find money for one enterprise at a rate we
are able to bear, and can thus go on witha work which
must be gone onwith if this union isto be consummated.
But we don’t know this of the other great work—and
we all felt that it would be exceedingly indiscreet—I,
myself, as the special advocate of opening up the
Great West and of the enlargement of our canals, felt

that I could not put my name to a document which
declared that all hazards, while our five per cent, de-
bentures were quoted at 75 or 80 per cent, in the money
market—we would commence at once, without an
hour’s delay, any great public work whatever. [Hear,
hear.] Honourable gentlemen opposite-must not ima-
gine that they have to do with a set of tricksters in
the thirty-three gentlemen who composed that Con-
ference. What we have said in our resolutions was
deliberately adopted, in the honest sense oi the words
employed, and not for purposes of deception. Both
works are to go on at the earliest possible moment our
finances will permit, and honourable gentlemen will
find the members of the Cabinet from Lower Canada,
as well as from Upper Canada, actuated by the same
hearty desire to have this whole scheme carried out
in its fair meaning.

Stress may be laid on the term, “ as
soon as tbe finances will permit ”

;
but we

know the great anxiety on the part of Canada
to have this expensive work accomplished,
and that as soon as they have the power in
their hands to carry out their wishes they will
go on with the work.
dt has been claimed, also, on behalf of this

scheme, that it would add to the defence of
these colonies. Perhaps there is no one asser-
tion which the advocates of confederation have
made that has gained them more supporters
than this. There is something in it that cap-
tivates every man’s mind and carries him
almost away despite himself. It finds a res-
ponse in every heart that feels the attachments
of home. And it was wrong, it was cruel, on
the part of the advocates to thus make an ap-
peal to one of the noblest sentiments that find

a home in the breast of man—that sentiment
which bids us rise to defend the country in
which God has placed us—to protect the
homes we have secured by His blessing, and
guard the altars we have erected to His wor-
ship,—without having such facts as would
sustain the hopes excited by the assertions.
What is the Provincial Secretary’s argument ?

That Confederation will give us more men and
money to affect this great object. That we shall

have 4000,000, instead of 350,000 people to de-
fend us. He does not, however, say that with an
increase of men comes an increase of duty that

they would have to perform. If it gave us the
four millions entirely for the defence of this

province then his assertion would be sus-

tained,but when every man that goes into Confeder-
ation brings with him the particular spot which
he feels most anxious to defend, in case of in-

vasion, then Confederation does not give us more
men or money. Besides it places the control of

our defences under a power that is situated 800
miles away from us. We are told by the hon.
member from South Colohester that the tempta-
tion to invade this Province is greater than to in-

vade any other—its value in consequence of its

position and resources being greater. Admitting
this to be the case, is it .not unwise to give the con-
trol of the natural defences of this country—the
men who are to defend their homes—to a power
situated 800-miles away, and who will feel it more
to their individual interest to call them away to

protect Canada. It has been said that the fate of
Canada is our own. That may be, but I regard the
safety of Nova Scotia as more essential to the
maintenance of our connection with the British
Empire than is that of any other of the British
Colonies. I answer. Nova Scotia is the keystone
to the whole—when she falls, the whole follow.

—

Great changes have taken place of late years in
the character of the navies of the world. Steam
has taken the place of wind as the motive power
rendering the ships more effective but more de-
pendent upon their base of supply. We have
here the power—the coal—which must be re-
gularly supplied to the British fleet from our
mines, in case of hostilities on this side the At-
lantic. And if this base of supply should fall into
the hands of an enemy, then the whole navy of
England would be powerless for the protection of
these Colonies, and must leave them to their fate.

How essential, then, is it that local influences in
Canada shall not have the power to call away our
natural protectors to defend less important terri-

tory.

The Prov. Sec. says we are as unprotected and
as helpless as the crawling worm.

I was amazed beyond measure, to hear such an
expression fall from an hon. gentleman occupying
a position which gives to his declarations an of-

ficial character. Had I occupied his position,

rather than have stood at the table of this House,
declaring that a portion of the British Em-
pire “ are as unprotected as the crawling worm”
I’d have crawled down under the table.

A crawling worm are we? Well, what does he
make of us under Confederation? I waited in
anxiety expecting to see the “ worm” swell and
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“ develope its proportions,” and eventually be-

come a terrible dragon that would “gobble up”
the American Eagle, and still hunger for more.

—

But, alas ! he only made ' the worm longer. He
only length 2ned it out until it become a tape

worm. He run it through circumlocution offices

800 miles away until it became a worm of that
“ red tape” species, which so nearly proved the
destruction of the British army on the outbreak
of the Crimean War. Our main protection lies in

the power of Britain, but the evident tendency of

this Ottawa arrangement is separation from Eng-
land. Our minds naturally follow the channels

of authority up to the source, and when we have
reached that source, our ideas centre about it, and
it becomes the embodiment of our nationality.

—

We have hitherto looked to England, and have
run up through the various channels to the

Crown, and there our affections have centred
;

but this Confederation comes in and proposes a
new order of things. It proposes that we shall

have local governments, and that the source ofour
authority shall be at Ottawa. And when our
thoughts and affections are turned toward that,

—

provided the various and divers interests of the

several provinces, will enable us to live in har-
mony,—the effect will be that our affections

will cling round that government, and shall be
withdrawn from the Crown of England. Suppose
that five or six American States imagined that

separately they were too small, and accordingly

proposed to form a special Confederation under the

General Government just as these gentlemen pro-

pose with us to form a Government at Ottawa.
Does not every man see that before ten years

had expired, the feelings of the people would be
around that smaller Confederation, and in an-
tagonism to the larger. And so would it be in the

event of Confederation, with the other B. A. Pro-
vinces.—Therefore, I believe, instead of diminish-

ing it would only increase our danger, and render
us an easy prey to an invader. Suppose we should

become an independent nationality, we would then,
indeed, be helpless as the crawling worms, and
the American Eagle would soon make a “ Diet of

Worms” that would have a different interpreta-

tation in American history from the “ Diet of

Worms” in European history. Lord Palmerston,

referring to the subject, says :

—

“Sir, it is true that the only danger which a

smaller colonial State runs from a more powerful and
larger neighbour arises from quarrels that may exist

between the mother country and the foreign State ?

I say that is a total fallacy Suppose these pro-

vinces separated from this country—suppose them
erected into a monarchy, a republic, or any other

form of Government. Are there not motives that

might lead a stronger neighbour to pick a quarrel

with that smaller State with a view to its annexa-
tion ? (Hear, hear.) Is there nothing like terri-

torial ambition pervading the policy of great mili-

tary States ? The example of the world should teach

us that as far as the danger of invasion and an-

nexation is concerned, that danger would be in-

creased to Canada by a separation from Great
Britain, and when she is deprived of the protection

that the military power and resources of this coun-

try may afford. (Cheers.)

The question of defence,in my view, depends to a

large extent, upon the spirit ofthose who are called

upon to defend the country. If you elevate the
country and its institutions, the people will be
prepared to defend it with greater spirit. We
have seen in history the effect of rendering a
people dissatisfied with the country in which they
lived. One of the great grievances of the people
of Ireland, is that they have not had since the
Union with England, control of their own affairs

—

that they have not sufficient representation in the

British Parliament, to give them their due influ-

ence ; and see what an.exodus there is of her
people. The last census of the United States re-

turns 1,611,304, of the citizens of the Union as

born in Ireland, where the whole population is

only five and three quarter millions, while the

the same returns give only 431,692 persons born
in England, where the population is twenty mil-

lions.

If then you desire to have the hearty co-opera-

tion of our people in the defence of this country,

you should not deprive them of the control which
they now exercise, over the constitution and insti-

tutions of their country. Neither must you make
them feel that they are

"
pressed down by taxes.

If you impose upon them burthens beyond what
they considerjust—and over which they can exer-

cise no control—then the spirit to defend their

country vanishes. Lord Bacon, reminds us that

the blessing given to Judah and Issacharare never

found combined in the same individual, nor in the

same people. Judah was to have the spirit ofthe

lion—to place his hand upon his enemy’s neck.

But Issachar was to bow himself to pay tribute

—to become like “the Ass crouching between two

burdens.” And no matter how spirited a

people are; whenever these burdens are placed

upon them they will change. Did the hon. Pro.

Sec., suppose when he made this Quebec bargain,

that the men around these benches are the Repre-

sentatives of the lineal descendants of Issachar.

That we are such consummate asses, as to bow
down and allow him to fix and saddle upon us

forever the ass’s burthen. This people have

shown that they have a spirit to defend their

country and its interests. Little Nova Scotia has

given several names to history, and we have erec-

ted a monument to the memory of some of “those

who have thus shown themselves worthy a noble

ancestry. Every time I pass that monument I

feel my step grow firmer and prouder with the

thought, that the spirit which influenced these

men, still lives in the bosoms ofthe people ofNova
Scotia. That it animates the stalwart militia men
of this Provinoe, “whose arms were moulded in

their mothers wombs, to drive the invader from

our soil but take away from these the control

of their representative institutions, and impose

upon them such burthens as I believe you are

going to place upon them by this Confederation,

and you drive out that spirit, and they will be-

come as useless for defence, as a battalion of dried

mummies from the catacombs of Egypt.

The Provincial Secretary tells us that Confede-

ration will give us influence and position. He
asks where was Nova Scotia, when the Reciprocity

Treaty was passed. Was not Nova Scotia present
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in her Legislature at its ratification. But I ask

where will Nova Scotia be, when the whole power is

placed in the hands of Canadians, to barter away
her interests whenever it may suit them. One of

the conditions most prized by the American peo-

ple in effecting that treaty, is the right to our

fisheries. Now with Canada’s anxiety for the con-

tinuance of that treaty, what regard will she have

for the particular interests of Nova Scotia when,

as I have already shown you, we shall be power-

less at Ottawa, so far as our representation is con-

cerned, Again he asks where was New Bruns-

wick, when a slice was cut off her, and given to

Maine ? I reply she was just in the position that

Nova Scotia was, when a piece was taken from

her territory and handed over to New Brunswick

—

in the hands of those who did not regard her in-

terests. There is, however, this difference—the
* ‘slice” we lost went to a sister colony, which is

some satisfaction, but not equal to what I have,

no doubt the Pro. Secy, felt, in getting rid of a

number of voters of the wrong political stripe.

The hon. gentleman wants to know who is not

humilated,when he finds that Canada is only men-
tioned in the debates concerning these Provinces,

in the British Parliament. I rather take it as a

compliment, that Canada has alone been men-
tioned. The Government of England have had
no cause of complaint against Nova Scotia, on the

ground of nnwillingness to make preparation for

her defence, but she had a reason for dissatisfac-

tion with Canada. We have also heard of the

Grand Trunk Railway, and of the transactions

connected with it, which have given Canada a

reputation, I am glad to say. Nova Scotia does

not possess. Notoriety is not necessarily fame.

There may be a celebrity that does not carry with

it any weight of respectability. The Siamese

Twins became celebrated—but it was for their

unnatural connexion
;
and should this Confedera-

tion be accomplished, we too shall have a chance

of becoming celebrated, as being in our geographi-

cal position, a string of Siamese Twins. When
the Union with New Brunswick was discussed

here last session, I made a calculation of the pro-

portionate size of the strips of land connecting us

with New Brunswick to the Provinces, as com-
pared with the proportion of the ligature connec-

ting Chang and Eng. to their whole size, and
found that our ligature is very much proportion-

ately less. In their case you have two men, per-

fect in all their formation, but by a freak ofnature

so bound together, that their powers offree action

and usefulness are destroyed. In this case each

province is a perfect geographical formation of

itself, having its own centre of interest, its own
heart within itself. If it were possible to take the

Siamese Twins, and reform them, and make of

the two one powerful man, with one heart then,

unfettered and free, he would be effective to dis-

charge the duties of life. And just so if you
could remould these Colonies by a Confederation

and bring them into compact shape, so that there

should be one common centre of interest—one
heart from which the life blood sustaining the

whole should flow to the extremeties and return,

then would the Union commend itself to my mind

;

and I should wish it “God speed.” This is an
impossibility, and therefore we should be content

as are brothers who are not “Siamese Twins”
each having and exercising his individuality

;
but

all united by the bonds of family affection. Let
us then be content to go on prospering as we have,

and at the same time cultivating the ties of bro-

therhood with the other Colonies, and above all,

let us not take a step that will tend to sever our
connection with England. My strong desire is

to see this connection continued, that through our
lives we may glory in the grandeur and greatness

of the British Empire, and leave behind us those

who shall inherit the same feelings of loyal at-

tachments to her Crown and Institutions, that the

same sentiments may bind together the people of
these colonies. Every heart beating in unison

—

even as one great heart—when waked by the
strains of “Rule Rrittannia” and “God Save the

Queen.”

Speech of Mr. Shannon.
Hon. Mr. Shannon said—I do not intend to

make any lengthened speech, but will merely
avail myself of the portion of time left, before
the adjournment of the house, to give expres-
sion to a few practical ideas in reference to
this great question, which have been passing
through my mind. In the first place, I may
remark -that ever since the commencement of
the American Union, or rather ever since the
adoption of the present constitution, the lead-
ing minds connected with the Colonies have
turned their attention to the subject of a Colo-
nial Union. It was not to be wondered at that
when they saw the great prosperity
resulting from that Union under the American
constitution, they should deem similar benefits
might flow from the adoption of a similar
course in British North America. Among the
earliest who approached this subject was Chief
Justice Sewell, who was one of the prominent
men of Canada, and who wrote upon the ques-
tion. Again and again the subject was brought
forward, but it was left to Lord Durham to
give it greater prominence in his celebrated
report. That nobleman came to this continent
clothed with the highest powers, and on a mis-
sion of the greatest importance,—that of quiet-
ing, if possible, the disturbances of Canada.
He saw the isolated condition of these Colonies,
and contrasted them with the strength and pow-
er of the U. States, and he felt and expressed
the necessity of a Union. I have often regret-
ted that advantage had not been taken of that
opportunity to have consolidated the whole of
British America, not merely to unite Upper
and Lower Canada. At that time the Colonies
were in a different position from what they
are now. Then we were subject to the fiat of
the Colonial Secretary, and an act of Parlia-
ment could easily have been obtained at the
time Lord Durham returned to England, and
would have been received as law by all. His
Lordship, however, was too much imbued with
Republican ideas, and I am not sure that he
would have arranged his plan upon the
monarchial principles, which, I am happy to
say, pervades the scheme which was adopted
at Quebec.
From the time of Lord Durham down to the

present, we have had in every colony, from
time to time, statesmen who have brought the



262 ps-ssajra PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

subject of union before tbe public, who have
talked of and dreamed about it, who have
desired it as one of the greatest boons, but
who felt that such were the difficulties in the
way no plan could be possibly agreed upon
that would approach to a satisfactory adjust-
ment. All thought it would sometime or other
be accomplished, but none that the time for its

discussion was at hand or that a solution of its

difficulties was practicable. We hoped that a
period would arrive when the leading minds
of the different provinces might agree upon
some feasible plan, but we hardly dared to ex-
pect that it would be in our time. And yet
now, strange to say, when the difficulties have
been removed, when the leaders of the differ-

ent parties in all the different colonies have
united upon common ground, and the time has
come for us to obtain that which we have so
long desired, there are found those among us
who are unwilling to accept it!

That there would be doubts and hesitancies
at first is what might be expected; but we did
not think there would be a movement made to
reject the whole scheme. The difficulty in
such cases has always been with the minor
states, and the hon. member for South Col-
chester detailed to us the other day some of
the perplexities which occurred in the different
States of the American Union before the con-
stitution was finally accepted. Especially was
it unpalatable to those who thought their posi-
tion and influence would be sacrificed! And is

not this the feeling which prevails with us at
resent? Are not small local jealousies at the
ottom of most of the objections? The colony

which is most hostile now is the small Island
of Prince Edward. The State which most
stoutly refused to accept the constitution then
was little Rhode Island. But has Rhode Is-
land ever had reason to regret her ultimate
acceptance? No, she has had her rights preser-
ved intact in the two branches of congress and
has prospered together with her Sister States,
and far more than she could have done,
had she determinedly held out for isolation.
But what are the advantages which we ex-

pect to derive from Union? I will give a short
summary of them as they lie in my mind.
They have been so often brought before the
public, both in the press and on the platform,
and recently by speakers in this house, that I
feel I shall but go overground which has been
already fully occupied. And yet at the risk of
wearying the patience of the house I will again
refer to a few of them.
Union we truly believe is strength. We be-

lieve in the old maxim as a truism. We have
not forgotten the old fable of our boyhood, and
yet in these latter days the old adage has been
called in question, and isolation is lauded
as practically of more value. It seme to me to
require no argument to prove that whatever
power or force there may be in isolated frag-
ments is greatly extended when those frag-
ments are consolidated into one. And that
power when exerted in self-defence is far more
effectual under the direction of one central au-
thority, than when exerted by different and of-
ten conflicting influences. And this brings me
to the next point. Union Is defence.A few years ago this question would not
probably have been of so much importance as
it is now, indeed it would hardly have been
thought of. At the time of the visit of the
Prince of Wales, and when he passed so tri-

umphantly through these Provinces, and the
United States, what was the position of the
neigboring Republic? It was one busy hive of
industry

;
and the great object of its citizens

was to labor to increase^ their wealth. Its
military power was trifling. What is its posi-
tion now? It has become one of the greatest
military nations in the world, and that too
upon our frontier. While we remain mere
isolated settlements, this great nation is in a
position to successfully attack us. If we can
do anything, then, to protect ourselves, surely
we ought to lose no time in doing so. If Union
is one of the best means towards warding off
an adversary, as we maintain it is, then let us
adopt it. Now, I am far from being an alarm-
ist. I believe the American Government has
had the most friendly feelings towards these
Colonies. The late President, to whose .untime-
ly end we referred recently with such deep sym-
pathy, was, I am convinced, sincerely desirous
of preserving peace between England and
America, and the Governments of the different
Provinces have always had the most amicable
relations with that of the United Sates during
all the perplexities of the terrible civil war
now existing. But I am not insensible to the
fact that democratic governments are frequent-
ly obliged to give up their own convictions
and bow to the will of the people

;
and there-

fore I look with deep interest to the sentiments
expressed by the journals and leading minds
among our neighbors, and I cannot disguise
from myself that there has been far from a
friendly feeling manifested towards England
in quarters where it was least expected. I do
not refer so much to the New York Herald

,
and

papers of that stamp, as to the expressed opi-
nions of men of standing and intelligence.
The other day I lighted upon a letter of Pro-
fessor Parson’s, Professor ofLaw at the Har-
vard University, published a month or two
since, that surprised me not a little, and serves
to show the views entertained by some men,
at least, in high position, in New England.
Erom it I cull the following extract. He says:

“ I have not the slightest hesitation in expressing
my opinion that the conduct of England, relative to
the Trent, was insolence carried to the last extreme

;

was a great insult to this country as well a great
wrong : and stained the name of England, in history,
with disgrace. The thought is now in men’s minds,
that when our turn comes, we will imitate her exam-
ple. That we will, so far as the different circumstan-
ces permit, use her own words and her own methods,
and with an equal peremptoriness and a similar threat
of immediate war and a refusal of delay or negotiation,
force her into immediate choice between compliance
or war. And if we would follow her example, we
must do just this

;
neither more or less. Most earnest-

ly do I deprecate any such thought, any such act.

—

But in my opinion the only way in which it can be
prevented is to press upon our people the truth. For
the lover of peace to forget the conduct of England or
to defend it, is equally impossible. But our people
may see that her conduct was not only so wrongful,
but so discreditable, that they may determine to avoid
what they would be ashamed to imitate.”

I have found this letter in “ Littell’s Living
Age,” of February last, but I was glad to per-
ceive that the editor of that periodical did not
concur in all its views, and I hope that there
may l e a large number of the „population
agreeing with him, and that the danger antici-

pated may never come. Still, with the publi-
cation and circulation of such views, it is but
right that we should remember that they bear
uopn the question of defence in these colo-

nies. We know the old adage, that in peace
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we should prepare for war, and I believe that

one of the best preparations is that of uniting

ourelves to meet any contingency.
But it has been said, will union give us one

soldier more? It may not; but it will place
our military resources under one head, and
the force of the whole union could be concen-
trated and moved with a celerity and in bodies
which could not take place if we remain isola-

ted. It has been said that our men, in case of

war, will be required in Canada to defend its

exposed frontier. It seems to me, however,
that the reverse would be the case, and I agree
with the member for South Colchester, that in

the contingency of war, the maritime colonies
would most probably be the first point of
attack. This was the case in the time of the
old French war; it was not until Louisburg
had fallen that the campaign against Canada
had commenced, and this would most probably
be the case again. I may refer, in connection
with this subject, to the unanimous resolution
of this house to place the entire militia of the
province at the disposal of the province of
New Brunswick at the period when the fron-

tier of the latter was threatened by the State
of Maine. Had there been an union of the
colonies it would not have been necessary to

await the action of the legislature, the central
power would at once have detailed to the
threatened point whatever number of men
was required for defence.
Again, Union in my mind means a closer

connection with England. We see this from
the tone of the public journals, from the
speeches in Parliament, and more particularly
from the important despatch of Mr. Cardwell
which has been so widely circulated. We
could not please the British Government or
people better, we could not more readily induce
them to assist us, as they promise to do, by the
whole resources of the mother country, than
by adopting the scheme of the union. But it

has been asserted that we need not trouble
ourselves about Canada for the power of Eng-
land will always protect us in Nova Scotia.
Well, suppose we admit this, would we be so
pusillanimous as to act upon it? I hardly
think any honorable gentleman or his consti-
tuents would recommend the adoption of such
a course. It appears to me that for weal or for
woe these colonies are and must be bound to-

gether. Again, Union will bring with it large
commercial advantages, by breaking down
hostile tariffs and introducing free trade and
manufactures, Hitherto we have been crippl-
ed by a want of knowledge and communica-
tion with each other. By it we shall have the
Intercolonial Railway, and increased commu-
nication. If there is one object more than
another which Nova Scotians have been long
desirous of obtaining it has been this great
object. The last scheme in reference to it was
one which compelled this Province to pay
more than many of us thought it ought to bear,
but, nevertheless, the house adopted it, so great
were the advantages expected to be realized
by it. Now we are offered this railway on
terms more advantageous than we had any
reason to anticipate, and yet those who have
heretoforej been so anxious to accomplish so
great an object now refuse to accept it, and
cast away a boon of priceless value,—a con-
duct which seems to me to border on infatua-
tion. Another result of union will be to afford
a field for the energy and industry of our

young men. We have long wanted such open-
ings for enterprize, and the absence of them
has driven away a large portion of the youth
of the country. The member for North Col-
chester spoke most glowingly of the resources
and advantages of this Province. Why, I
should ask him, have they not been able to in-

duce the flower of our population to remain
within our limits? I have heard it stated that
there are no less than 30,000 Nova Scotians
within or in the vicinity of the city of Boston.
Upon3what principles’can we account for this?
It is because :we offer no adequate inducements
for our young men to remain. They expa-
triate themselves in order to enjoy the larger
field and better chances of success offered in

the United States than here. I often look
aronnd in my own city and ask myself how
many of those who were educated with me
are still to be found within its limits. Many
are beneath the green sod; but many are
still living, but not here,—they are far away,
in the neighboring States and elsewhere, push-
ing their fortunes, and forever lost to us. I ask
any person familiar with Halifax to look at the
signs over the stores in any of the streets—in
Granville-street, for instance, and count how
many of their occupants are natives of the
City. The great majority of our business men
are either from abroad or from the country. A
short time since I was asked to look at the
will of one of our staunch yeomen in the rural
districts of this county. In it he had named
his several children, and I was surprised to
observe—and it is an excellent commentary
upon the point—how few there were in Nova
Scotia. One son was in California, one in Ne-
vada, another in Kansas, and a fourth in
Massachusetts. All the enterprising and ener-
getic had carried their talents and industry to
places where they could be better remunerated.
We have devoted a portion of our public funds
to the introduction of immigrants. I would
rather, Mr. Speaker, bring back our Nova
Scotia exiles than gather all the immigrants
we could obtain from abroad, if we only had
the inducements to offer them to remain.
Again, if we had union, we should possess

more of a national position than we do at pre-
sent. Let any Nova Scotian cross the Atlantic
and he will soon learn the estimation in whkh
he is held as a Provincial. I recollect an in-
stance which occurred to myself when travel-
ling on the Continent, and how keenly I felt

the different position a Colonist held from that
of an American citizen. Notwithstanding the
remarks of the hon. member for North Col-
chester, I am persuaded that our leading men,
under the Union, will have their minds en-
larged and take a higher position as statesmen
than they can possibly do in the small and de-
grading discussions which occupy too much of
the time of each Provincial Legislature. Be-
fore the American Revolution, there was not a
single man in the old Colonies who at that
time had acquired an European reputation but
Franklin. Washington was only known as a
Colonel of Militia, Adams was but a village
attorney, and the same may be said of Jeffer-

son, Madison, and other eminent men of the
day. They occupied positions such as colonists
occupy to-day. When, however, the war was
over, and the United States assumed a national
character, these men rose to their position, and
took high rank in the estimation of the world.
Though we do not wish independence, but con-
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solidation, in British America, I am convinced
that the effects produced will not be less ele-

vating in our case than in that of the neigh-
boring Republic.
I will now refer shortly to some remarks up-

on the disadvantages which we are told will
result from the project. First—it is said that
our union means separation from England. I
think I have already disposed of this, for I
need only repeat that the whole public mind
in the mother country is in favor of the plan,
for the very reason that it will draw parent
and children closer together, to be united by
one common tie. The main objection, however,
which has been brought forward, is one of a
financial character. It is said we have made a
bad bargain—in the language of the hon. mem-
ber for Richmond (Mr. LeVesconte) the Pro-
vincial Secretary has sold his country to Ca-
nada! Well, my answer is, the sale is not yet
perfected, for it has still to be ratified. But is

it so bad a bargain? The objections are two-
fold-political and financial.

They say we have not a fair representation
in the United Parliament. I ask, what has
been conceded to us in the Legislative Coun-
cil? We shall have in that body, which I am
happy to see is to be purely of a monarchical
character, and whose functions will be high
and important, greater weight than we were
really entitled to. But it is said that the real
power of the Parliament will be in the House
of Assembly, and that there we will not be ade-
quately represented. We shall be represented
upon the true principle, that is, according to
our population, and I cannot see how such an
arrangement can be objected to, or what could
be considered more equitable. But the hon.
member for North Colchestor would introduce
a curious idea in connection with this. He
would increase the representation in propor-
tion to the distance from the capital. I think
my hon. friend from the county of Cape Breton
would gladly accede to this, as it would largely
increase the influence of his favourite island.—
This idea was illustrated by a reference to the
distribution of the members of Parliament in
England, but the hon. member should have
gone further; he should have told us what re-

presentation Scotland actually has, and what
she would be entitled to on his principle. He
would find his argument utterly fail him.
As regards the financial aspect of the bar-

gain, the matter has been so fully discussed
that I do not intend to enter into it further
than to say that we have had nu-
merous statements and calculations dur-
ing the last few weeks, scarcely one of
which agrees with another. The truth is,

statements of figures are too often very delu-
sive, and unless the premises are scrutinized
and found correct the conclusions are worth-
less. All that may be said is that though we
shall be required to give up the larger part of
our general revenues we receive a yearly sub-
vention sufficient with our local revenue to
provide for our local wants. As regards the
question of increase of tariff we have had the
same wide difference in computation. The
hon. member for South Colchester puts it at
such an insignificant figure as to make it a
subject of astonishment that any person should
dread its imposition. But even if we were to

take the increase at the largest sum mentioned,
that of a dollar per head, would not the great
benefits to be derived warrant us in increasing

our burdens even to that extent? But I am
not afraid that there, will be so great an in-
crease, and am quite confident that increased
prosperity will enable us to meet without diffi-

culty whatever additional taxation may be
required. To the city of Halifax union will be
of inestimable advantage. Let any of our ci-

tizens visit the busy wharves of Boston, or sail
into the port of New York by the East River
and see the long lines of shipping extending
for miles on either hand as he approaches the
Hudson, and then return to Halifax, and how
great is the contrast! Now, if we have union
and the intercolonial ^railway my expectation
is that so great a contrast will soon be lessened.
We need not expect to attain to the eminence
of their commercial emporium, but we may
hope that the traveller visiting us hereafter
will find a harbor filled with shipping and busy
with trade, and a city whose streets will be
thronged with an active and prosperous popu-
lation.

I am afraid I have been trespassing upon the
patience of the house longer than I had in-
tended, but I cannot conclude without making
a few remarks upon the offensive display made
by the hon. member for Richmond (Mr. Miller)
the other evening in reference to myself. Now
among the great advantages of the contem-
plated Union, I consider not the least to be,
that the tone of public men and public senti-
ment will be far higher in consequence, and
that the debates of the General Parliament
will not be disgraced by such a wretched exhi-
bition of personalities as we were treated with
on the occasion I refer to. That hon. gentle-
man took occasion to pass upon my pub-
lic conduct in reference to the Union, and to
assert that I had acted the mean part of con-
cealing my sentiments until I had ascertained
the feeling of the majority of my constituents.
Now, in answer to this unfounded statement, 1
have merely to appeal to the hon. member for
East Halifax (Mr. Annand), who is present,
and who knows that hardly had the Delegates
returned before I had publicly exhibited my
feelings on the subject, and that he good-na-
turedly challenged me with doing so in the
public’streets. My sentiments were never con-
cealed from my constituents. As to the very
gentlemanly charge of skulking beneath the
galleries when I ought to have been on the
platform, my answer is, that it is simply with-
out foundation. I was present on the platform
at the first meeting in Temperance Hall, but
from all the others I was absent owing to the
inclemency of the weather and the delicate
state of my health. I hardly know that it was
even necessary to refer to these things, but I
have done so because I felt it due to this house
to give this public contradiction to the state-
ments made. I know that my constituents do
not require it.

As regards the other personalities which have
fallen from the hon. gentleman, I can treat them
as idle wind, and do not feel it necessary to

take any notice of them. Th <2 position of every
gentleman who enters this House is soon as-
signed him by his brother members, who guage
and test his qualifications before he has been
with them many weeks. With whatever posi-
tion they may assign me |I am quite content,
and sure I am I shall never envy that of one
whose recent display has neither added credit
nor dignity to this assembly.
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Speech of Mr. Boitrinot.

Mr. Boukinot said As no one appears de-
sirous tbis afternoon of commencing the de-
bate I shall endeavour as briefly as possible to
state the opinions I entertain on the subject
under consideration. No doubt the question
has been pretty well exhausted. Many able
speeches have already been made both in and
out of the house, and the press has gone into
the subject very fully; but I think it is the
duty of every member in this Legislature to

state his views. It is the opinions expressed
in this house that will influence the people the
most. In accordance with the resolution mov-
ed by the Provincial Secretary last winter, a
delegation was appointed for the purpose
of conferring withjothers fromNew Brunswick
and P. E. Island with the object of uniting
the Maritime Provinces. You are ail aware of
the history of this delegation at P. E. Island,
and therefore it is unnecessary I should refer
to it. I cannot refrain, however, from alluding
to the composition of the delegation itself.

—

First of all, four out of the five were members
of the Bar—the fifth being the Provincial Se-
cretary who, I daresay, is as good a lawyer as
the others. Thi s fact, however, at the very
outset produced distrust and no little dissatis-
faction throughout the country. It was quite
right and proper that the Provincial Secretary
should be a member of that delegation—his
osition and great abilities will not be denied
y any man in this country. The leader of the

opposition was also one of the number, and it

was but right that he should be, but what I
complain of is, that the mercantile and other
interests were not represented in this delega-
tion. It is true that the Provincial Secretary
has in speeches at Temperance Hall and else-
where told you that several mercantile gentle-
men connected with the Legislature were ask-
ed to be members of the delegation— Hon. J.
H. Anderson, Mr. Tobin, and Mr. Locke, but
that for reasons given they were unable to go.
When the services of Jhese gentlemen could
not be obtained the selection fell upon the hon.
Mr. McCully, and the remaining members of
the delegation were the Attorney General,
and hon. Mr. Dickey from Cumberland. Now
I must say it would have given far greater sa-
tisfaction if the government had looked around
these benches and selected gentlemen who
could well have formed a part of that delega-
tion and represented the mercantile interests
of this country. And let me ask why was it

that in making the selection they should have
ignored the Island of Cape Breton altogether?
Were there no men to be found
there who were capable of taking part in
that delegation? And I can point out many
around these benches, and one hon. gentleman
from the other branch of the Legislature who
could as well represent the mercantile interest
as those named. Look at little P. E. Island,
no greater in extent, certainly not to be
compared with Cape Breton in resources

;
it

was represented by no less than seven mem-
bers in Canada. Look again at the fact that
no less than three gentlemen were taken from
one county alone. That favored county of
Cumberland sent the Provincial Secretary,
Mr. Dickey, and Mr. McCully. Therefore it

will be seen that in the selection of the dele-
gates the interests of the different sections of
the province were altogether disregarded

;
and

under these circumstances it is not strange that

34

at the very initiation of this question dissatis-
faction arose. I can assure you the feeling was
very widely extended in the section I repre-
sent, for Cape Breton, as in many other cases,
was entirely blotted out. And I was nearly
foregetting to mention another fact in connec-
tion with the delegation at Charlottetown.

—

My hon. friend from Cumberland (Mr. McFar-
lane) happened also to be present at the time
the delegation assembled—no doubt it was
thought to be an act of wise foresight to have
him at hand in case some accident should hap-
pen to the other delegates from Cumberland.
You all know what took place at Charlotte-
town. Gentlemen from Canada joined the
delegates from the Maritime Provinces and
mysterious conferences ensued. A great deal
of what took place there has not yet come to
light, but it will be known hereafter. When
hereafter those private correspondence come to
light—as occurs so often in history—we shall
learn some facts which will give the world a
better idea than they have now of the motives
and reasons fhat influenced the delegates in
coming to the conclusion they did. These gen-
tlemen then left Charlottetown and came to
Halifax, and when they had done so, I receiv-
ed a telegram inviting me to a banquet to be
given to the Canadian delegates. Just imagine
a telegram inviting me to come to a dinner
party given at a place 300 miles distant from
were I resided. What took place at that fa-

mous dinner party? Any number of speeches
were made. Union was descanted on at length
and the Canadian delegates as well as the
Provincial Government, no doubt, thought that
the public mind was quite decided on the sub-
ject and satisfied with the expression of opin-
ion on that occasion. Then they went on to
Canada under the impression that the people
of these provinces were quite ready to accept
the results of their conferences. We all know
what took place in Canada. The reception
given to our delegates was very flattering—

a

perfect ovation—and I am proud to say that
some of the gentlemen that represented this
province did credit to themselves and Nova
Scotia. Having finished the business of the
delegation they returned to Nova Scotia where
they soon learned the state of the public mind.
The meetings at Temperance Hall gave them
indications of the state of public opinion,
even in a city which was likely to be benefit-
ted, whatever might be the case with respect
to the rest of the province. In this city which
had so much at stake they had actually to lis-

ten to derisive cheers and hisses. Then a
meeting was held at Windsor. In that town
the Provincial Secretatry endeavored to im-
press on the minds of the people, that no ap-
peal to the constituencies was necessary. He
went into the history of the scheme at length
to show that it had been before the country
for years, and that under such circumstances it

was unnecessary that the people should be
consulted in reference to the subject. Now
that the people should be told that they
were to have nothing to do with de-
ciding so important a question as changing
the constitution of the country, but that the
house could deal with it irrespective of the
wishes of those they represented, was some-
thing most preposterous to propound in a
country like tbis, enjoying the privileges of
responsible government—where the people are
the fountain of authority. The Prov. Sec’y
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must have known that the house was elected
under our existing constitution, and could not
change it without consulting those that elected
them. Yet the Provincial Secretary was
quite ready to strike down all ex-
isting rights and privileges enjoyed hy the
people, in order that he might march on to Ot-
tawa.
But far and wide the spirit of the peo-

ple asserted itself. Little hy little a feeling

arose which spread over the length and breadth
of this province, and showed the government
that they must pause in their rash career. In
my own county, at first, much indifference was
felt on the question

;
but as the discussion pro-

ceeded, a strong feeling of dissatisfaction at
the scheme exhibited itself among all classes
of the people. Before passing away, however,
from the meeting at Windsor, let me say that
the Prov. Secretary dwelt particularly on the
report of Lord Durham, who may be said to

have been the first to have brought this ques-
tion before these provinces. That report is

valuable, in consequence of its own intrinsic

merit and the ability of its author; but we
must all be aware that the mass of the people
have never known anything about its contents,
and could not, therefore, bo at all affected by it.

Now, turning to the scheme itself, we find

that it provides for a federal union of these
provinces. I have no hesitation in saying that if

the conference had devised a legislative union, it

would have been preferable. Every one knows
what the local legislatures will be under this

scheme—very insignificant bodies. Another
portion of the scheme provides that the Lieut.
Governors shall be selected by the Governor-
General at Ottawa. What class of men shall

we, then, have for our local governors? These
very men who formed the convention. But
how would they be looked upon? The posi-

tion of Lieutenant-Governor would become a
mockery in the estimation of the public. I can
understand the principle that induced the Bri-
tish government to elevate Mr. Hincks to a
colonial governorship, and should like to see
it extended to Mr. Howe who has far higher
claims than the former to such a position

;
but

any one must see that the people would never
approve of any public man being made gover-
nor in his own colony. It has never yet been
fully explained why we have been given local

legislatures in this scheme. It might be satis-

factory to the Lower Canadians, but it would
never do for these other provinces. The muni-
cipal-system that is in full operation in Canada
West, or the very system of county sessions
that exists here now, might have done the
work assigned to the local legislatures. If the
Lower Canadians would not agree to legislative

union, an arrangement might have been made
so as to give them the control of those matters
ia which they felt especial interest without in-

terfering with the rest of the provinces. I am
glad, however, that some gentlemen who form-
ed part of the Conference had some respect for

that section of Canada which has been so
trampled upon by the Western Canadians for

years past. It is known to many that Upper
Canada has long been endeavoring to deprive
Lower Canada of many of those institutions
and rights which they value—the very princi-

le upon which the union was formed it has
een attempted to destroy. Just in that way

would the Upper Canadians in case of a Con-
federation, endeavour to override the interests

and rights of these maritime provinces. As re-
spects the question of taxation, it has been so
ably handled by the hon. member for North
Colchester that I shall not attempt to touch it,

except to say it requires no lengthy calcula-
tions to see that if this union were consum-
mated our taxes would be largely in-
creased, if for no other object than the
defences of Canada, more especially the
fortifications that have to be erected, and
the gunboats that must be put on the lakes.
The Canadians are now expected to defend the
lakes by means of those iron clad monitors,
and the expense of only a very few would be
at least three or four millions of dollars. We
have also heard that Hon. Mr. Geo. Brown,
when he went back to hi3 constituents at To-
ronto, from the Convention, told them in ex-
plicit terms that when this Confederation took
place their canals would be enlarged, and that
the North-West territory would be opened up.
Millions of dollars would be expended for that
purpose alone, and under these circumstances
is there any man so blind as not to see the
great burthens that wM be necessarily impos-
ed upon us by Confederation. As respects the
proportion of representation that Nova Scotia
will have, let me say at once that no other
principle would have been acceptable as a ba-
sis except population

;
but when you look at the

small number Nova Scotia will have in pro-
portion to the Canadas, cannot you see she will
be treated just as Cape Breton has been for
years past. I admit in all sincerity that a
greater desire now exists in this Legislature
to do justice to Cape Breton, than was the
case some time ago. Whoever is familiar with
the history of legislation in this province is

aware that no member from Cape Bre-
ton could for years raise his voice on
behalf of that island without being met
with sneers, if indeed he was heard at all.

At first I was inclined to rather favour the
scheme of Union for this reason; I felt it was
better to be an appendage to Canada than to
Nova Scotia, as we might then obtain
more justice than we had received in the past
from Nova Scotia. However, as I said before, I
can s^e evidence of a disposition to pay more
consideration to the section whose interests I
have especially at heart. Gentlemen must
know this, that the moment the Union takes *

place our grants for roads and bridges must be
diminished, (for the revenue at the disposal
of the local government will be altogether in-
sufficient for local wants,) or else you must re-
sort to that most unpalatable of expedients—di-

rect taxation. The assertion that the commercial
interests of this province would be benefitted
by Union has been scattered to the wind by
gentlemen who have preceded me. Look at
our trade returns, and you see that we send
Canada nothing of those great products such
as fish and coal, for which there is a free mar-
ket at present in that country. What
do we get from them except a few barrels
of flour? If it is necessary to have a uni-
form tariff and currency, there is nothing
to prevent it being done without Confedertaion
—that has been conclusively shown time and
again since this question was discussed. Now
let me say a few words in respect to the recep-
tion of the scheme in England. We are all

familiar with Mr. Cardwell’s despatch—how
heartily he approved of it. The Provincial
Secretary told us that the English Government
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were in favor of it, and that therefore we
should adopt it—that, if we did not, England
would withdraw her protection from us by de-
grees. But it must be remembered that Mr.
Cardwell’s impression was derived from the
same source that prepared this grand scheme
at Quebec. I have no doubt that these
gentlemen impressed upon the Colonial Secre-
tary’s mind the moment the local legislatures
met they would adopt the scheme. No doubt
the opinion in England was, that the gentle-
men who acted as delegates at the convention
represented the public opinion of these Mari-
time Provinces

;
but I repel that idea. They

did not represent public sentiment on this

question at all; the result, not only in New
Brunswick, but in Nova Scotia and the other
Provinces, has proved it. Now I wish to make
a reference to some remarks that fell from the
hon. member for Colchester (Mr. Archibald) at a
meeting in Temperance Hall on his return
from Quebec. Now if there is a gentleman
whom I hold in personal esteem—whom I res-

pect for his great abilities as a legislator, it is

that hon. member; but I always understood
that these delegates met in good faith—that
they had assembled with the determination to
disclose everything affecting these Provinces— everything concerning their great resources
and prospects, but they did not do so, and I
shall prove it. The hon. member for Colches-
ter said in his speech

:

“ Look again at the great mineral advantages we
possess. With a country filled with coal, our posi-
tion on the continent is such that we must necessari-
ly become the suppliers of the whole Atlantic coast.
Ifin the period from 1859 to 1864 we have doubled our
coal trade, and the revenue has risen from $20,000 to
$40,000, will it not double itself again in a few years,
and enable us to provide from that fund alone, all

that we require for education, and for the manage-
ment of our roads and bridges, and our other local
concerns ? This does not include the revenue from
our gold fields, and that has yielded this year $15,000
above the co3t of its collection. See if these advan-
tages do not place us in a position superior to that of
our neighbors. This statement of our mineral re-
sources is one that I would not like to have made in
Canada ; it is too much like ‘ letting the cat out of the
bag,’ for although we thus obtain no unfair advan-
tage, yet the superiority is one that might have been
looked on with suspicion. Not only does this open
up a view of increasing enterprise and prosperity, but
it shews us one way to the position we so much desire
to fill of becoming the carriers of the world."

What now do you think of a delegate, that
went to meet other delegates in good faith, and
yet tells you that he suppressedfacts that they
ought to have known ? How becoming a posi-
tion was that for a statesman to occupy? I
must now refer to another speech on a recent
occasion. Let me say at the outset that those
who have read the debates ®f the Houses df
Parliament are aware that there is a strong
feeling in England in reference to these colo-
nies. We have perhaps flattered ourselves
with the idea that when the name of Nova
Scotia was aspersed we had at least one man
in the Commons to stand up for his native
country

;
and how has that gentleman dischar-

ged his duty? We know that an attempt has
been made in the press to explain away the re-

marks to which I am about to allude
;
but that

explanation amounts to nothing. Judge Hali-
burton delivered his speech at least more than
a week before the last steamer left, , and we
know that whenever a gentleman has been
misrepresented or misunderstood in the Impe-
rial Parliament, it is usual for him to make ex-

planations which will appear in due course in
the Times or other public journals. But he did
nothing of the kind. These remarks, asper-
sing the loyalty of Nova Scotia, have gone
abroad without any contradiction from his
own hand. Hear what he says:

“ The people of Canada were, moreover, per-
fectly loyal, and very much attached to this

country; indeed, he did not think that in Ca-
nada a disloyal man of any sect, or creed, or
color was to be found. New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, he was sorry to say, did not de-
serve the same praise in that respect, and he
hoped the Secretary lor the Colonies would
show that he was aware that such was the
case.”
These are, indeed, worthy sentiments to fall

from a former member of this Legislature—from
one who is a pensioner of thin Province. In ano-
ther part of his speech he actually says that he
had lived for 60 years in Canada—so ashamed
was he ofNova Scotia—and other parts of the
speech referred to are not more complimentary.
The Provincial Secretary told you in his
lengthy speech on Confederation, that he felt

humiliated because Nova Scotia was not men-
tioned at all in the great debate in connection
with these Provinces. Now, if you read the
debate carefully, you will see that in the spee-
ches of Mr. Disraeli and other eminent English
statesmen, the British American Provinces
are frequently mentioned, and the same kind-
ly feeling is expressed for all. We are told
that if we refuse to accept Confederation, En-
gland would withdraw her protection from us,

but read the debates of the House of Comm ons,
and you will see that this assertion is baseless.
The honor of England, we are told, is concern-
ed in the defence of these colonies. The Pre-
mier, Lord Palmerston, tells you:

“ This is not a Canadian question, it is not a
local question : it is an Imperial question. It is

a question which affects the position and cha-
racter, the honor, the interests, and the duties
of this great country.”
With or without Confederation we shall ne-

ver be left unprotected by the mother country,
should the enemy at any time touch our shores.
A great deal has been said about the feelings
that exist in the neighboring Republic. I deny
the truth of the statement that the Americans
are desirous of pouncing upon these Provinces,
and are only waiting a favorable opportunity
of doing so. Their object is simply to cultivate
a good understanding with these colonies. Al-
ready Americans are largely identified with
us, and are interested, (more especially in
my county, where they shall always receive a
cordial welcome,) in preserving peaceful and
commercial relations with us. Some refer-

ence has also been made in the course of^yfis

debate to the Times. Now I am
_

not o#e of

those who underrate the Times—it is the great
exponent of public opinion in England—it is a
journal of immense talent and influence—se-
cond to none in that respect in the world; but
it will be remembered, that there was present
at the banquet given to the delegates in Que-
bec, a Mr. Sala, a gentleman of ability—well
known to the literary world—a friend of a per-

son who would like to be closely identified

with our railway schemes. Mr. Sala, on that
occasion, did not compliment the Times—he
stated his reasons why that journal had acquir-

ed such an influence over the people, and said

that after all its opinions were not of such
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great value. For my own part, however, I do
not underrate its influence

;
hut it should be

remembered that the Times got its inspiration
from the same source as Mr. Cardwell—from
the gentlemen who formed the Convention.—
If the Times' writers had been living amongst
us, or had means of knowing the tendency of
public opinion in these provinces, its articles

would have been very different. The views of
Mr. Howe, Mr. Johnston, and Mr. Young have
been referred to in connection with this ques-
tion. Mr. Howe held certain opinions respect-
ing representation in the Imperial Parliament,
and has expressed various views at various
times on the Union of the Provinces. But may
not circumstances have very much changed
since such views were expressed? I have my-
self expressed opinions favorable to a Union.
I have wished that the time would come when
we might form a great nation. If a humble
individual like myself saw reason to change
his views, might not Mr. Howe and others do
the same? Are gentlemen bound to entertain
the same views always irrespective of circum-
stances that may arise requiring a modification
or change of these views. A great stress has
been laid upon the nationality that these Pro-
vinces would acquire

;
instead of being insigni-

ficant dependencies, they would form a nation
that would be respected abroad. I believe that
the formation of such a nation would lead to
independence of England. Isolated as we are
now, we could not form an independent state

.

Perhaps, however, some gentlemen have long-
ings to see such a result obtained.
I have no desire to dwell further upon this

subject, except to say that I am quite unwilling
to support the resolution on the table unless
there is a guarantee given that no change will
be effected without consulting the wishes of
the people. The matter has now assumed a
very different aspect to what it did when the
resolution was introduced last session. We au-
thorized these gentlemen to perform certain
duties and they went beyond their authority,

and their course has caused a great deal of dis-

satisfaction. Under such circumstances I can-
not authorize any set of men to suggest any
change that will touch our constitution without
an appeal to the people. With the people of
this country must rest the decision as to a
union of the Maritime Provinces. I believe, in

all sincerity, that we are prospering sufficient-

ly, and I cannot see how any change in our
constitution is going to improve our present
condition. I had intended referring to some
other points which have been brought up in

this debate, especially to the remarks of the
Provincial Secretary as to the influence that
the Cape Breton members exercise in this

house; but as I shall perhaps have an oppor-
tunity of doing so, I shall not enter upon this

subject at length at present. Let me say, how-
ever, that such an influence does not exist, and
the Provincial Secretary knows it well. No
section of this Province exercises less influence
than Cape Breton in provincial matters. If
there is a public office to be filled up, Cape
Breton is entirely ignored, and many of its

adopted sons’ claims, some of them very strong
indeed, have been disregarded, whilst a few
counties are especially favored. I have already
referred to Cumberland in connection with the
delegation. Perhaps the hon. Provincial Se-
cretary can explain the especial claims of that
county to consideration. Is all the ability and

talent of the country in that ccunty? Look
again at the county of Annapolis; that county
has given a judge to the bench—a gentleman
who is an ornament to the position, all will ad-
mit. We have also taken a deputy secretary
from that county, a Sol. General, a commission-
er of railways, and I believe, sir, that you, the
chief Commoner of Nova Scotia, are also a na-
tive of Annapolis,—besides the promise of a
railway, and Bear River bridge grant. And
et despite all these favors heaped upon them,
ow ungrateful were the people last election.

I think I can promise any government tnat
would give us all these good things more sup-
port from the island o£ Cape Breton than this
ungrateful county of Annapolis has given, for
the Cape Bretonians are always grateful.
However, I shall not dwell upon this question
at present, for it is, perhaps, somewhat fo-
reign to the real matter at issue. In conclusion,
let me say that I regret having occupied so
much time in addressing the house, and I must
apologize for not having acquitted myself as
well as was due to the house; but I feel strong-
ly upon this question, and must repeat what I
have already said—that no question involving
a change in our constitution should be dealt
with by this house, without the wishes of the
people being first consulted.

Speech of Mr. McFarlane.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane said:—At this late
period of the session I feel that it is absurd to
attempt to engage the attention of the house
with any lengthy speech. Indeed, I do not think
the subject we are now discussing is one which
should have occupied so much time as it has
already. It appears to me that on the present
occasion we are attempting to jump before we
get to the style. Gentlemen have spent some
three or four days in delivering speeches which
would be quite appropriate if we had the ques-
tion of union before us for our final decision.
This resolution says on the face of it that a
union with Canada is at present impractica-
ble, and simply proposes a delegation to confer
with others from the other Provinces on a sub-
ject of a union of the Maritime Colonies. Yet
gentlemen have gone at great length into the
subject of the union of all the provinces. Had
that question come legitimately before the le-

gislature, then it would have been our duty to
have solemnly investigated the matter and
given it our most mature consideration. But
the untoward event that lately took place in
New Brunswick prevented us dealing with the
question of the larger union. All efforts to
press forward any measure under such cir-

cumstances would have been spent in vain. I
have no hesitation in saying that all my feel-

ings are strongly in favor of union. I am not
afraid to say that the general welfare of these
provinces in the future is closely connected
with their confederation. I do not believe that
any connection with Canada would be other-
wise than beneficial to us. Western Canada
would feel that her interests were bound up
with ours,—whatever benefitted us would be
of advantage to her—and we would feel the
same way. We would form all a part of one
whole, and whatever affected one portion
would affect the other. How is it with our-
selves? Nova Scotia is divided into a number
of counties. I know little of Yarmouth, but
when the hon. member for that county comes
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here and advocates some local matter, do I not
feel that it is my duty to assist him if his re-

uest ought to be granted? This legislature

oes not hesitate a moment in answering his

appeal. So it would be in the case of confede-
ration. Every man in the general parliament
—whether from Canada orNova Scotia—would
feel an equal interest in the whole confederacy.
I cannot see what possible interest the Cana-
dians could have for crushing or injuring us?
Is it not* obvious that it would be for their

interests much more that we should be a
city of 100,000 instead of 30,000 people. It
is for the interest of Canada to build up our
great seaports on the Atlantic so that she may
have an outlet to the ocean when the St. Law-
rence is closed. Without these great outlets
of trade of St. John and Halifax, Canada
would be placed in a position of great difficulty

in time of war with| the great power on her
frontier. My hon. friend from Cape Breton
has alluded to my presence at Charlottetown,
when the delegates were meeting there, but
I do not imagine that fact had much influence
over confederation. He told you at the outset
that you were injuring the best interests of the
country, by going into confederation

;
but he

went so far as to say at the close that when-
ever the people were prepared for union he was
ready to obey their wishes. Under these cir-

cumstances I do not think we can put him
down as a most determined opponent of con-
federation. I believe the time will come when
the people of this country will be ready to ac-
knowledge the necessity of confederation, and
adopt it. They will see the great benefits that
they must derive from breaking down these
vexatious custom houses that now stand on
your frontier, so many obstacles to the growth
of industry and wealth in these Provinces.
Look at your different currencies. Go to P. E,
Island and you find your money actually has
increased in value. Go, again, to New Bruns-
wick and you find it decreased. Thus by
every means in our power we create hosti-
lity between these several provinces. Does any
person pretend to assert for an instant that this
is a state of things that should be allowed to
revail for a single moment more than we can
elp it? That these provinces belonging to the

same crown, and influenced by the same spi-
rit of loyalty to the British Empire should per-
petuate all the incongruities that now exist? I
awaited with fear and trembling the results of
the Quebec Conference; but, when I consider-
ed them carefully, I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the best interests of Nova Scotia were
carefully guarded. I was afraid that our most
valuable resources—our mines and minerals—
might be yielded up by Confederation, and I
was proud to find that our delegates had wise-
ly reserved to this country this valuable source
of revenue. I am convinced that these resour-
ces alone under Confederation would give us
all the means necessary to carry on our local
affairs. We have only to look at the results
that have been obtained during the past four or
five years to gain some idea of what we may
expect in the future from these invaluable re-
sources. As respects the financial argument,
I shall not say much, for it is superfluous to do
so. It is a matter of little consequence whether
we pay a few cents more a head, provided we
get in return corresponding advantages. Or, is

it to be supposed that our burthens will not be
increased more largely than they are now in

the natural order of things, whether we have
Confederation or npt? Suppose we have Con-
federation, are we all to stand still? I presume
each of these colonies will continue to prosper
as they have for the past ten or fifteen years

—

that the revenue of each will correspondingly
increase. And how will the large revenue at
the disposal of the General Government be ex-
pended? I presume in accordance with the
wants of the whole Confederacy—not with re-
spect to the interests of any particular colony.
Whenever any great public works are required
in any part they will be gone on with.
Mr. McDonnell : In the North-West terri-

tory, for instance.
Mr. McFarlane : I believe the time will

come, although many of us will not live to see
it, when that vast region will be the abode of
millions of human beings. There you have a
territory abounding in most valuable resources,
and which could afford means of subsistence
to more people than can be found on this Con-
tinent. A geod deal has been said about the
Canadas combining for the purpose of injuring
the Maritime Provinces. Now any one ac-
quainted with public affairs on this Continent
must know that there must long be antagonism
between the two sections into which Canada is

divided. That antagonism proceeds from some-
thing more than mere diversity of interests—it

is one that is the strongest of all, that of race.
The population of Lower Canada is as loyal as
any in British America—being decidedly mo-
narchical in its tendency, and well satisfied
with the advantages it receives from its con-
nection with the British Empire. That French
population has to a large extent the same in-

terests as we have, and we may be sure they
would combine with the Maritime Provinces in
preference to the Upper Canadians. I feel,

however, that it is unnecessary for me to go
into the subject of Union at length, for, as I
said at the outset, it is not actually before us.
I don’t believe the time has arrived for its full
discussion in this House. Let me say, how-
ever, that the friends of Confederation have
never had a wish to force it upon the people

—

strongly convinced as they are that it is con-
nected with the best interests of the country.
Entertaining these views, I feel that it is my
duty to use all the means in my power to con-
vince those who are within the scope of my in-
fluence. I believe in all sincerity that the
time will soon come when the people will be
found fully alive to the beneficial results that
will accrue from this scheme. Let its friends
be patient, and use all the legitimate means at
their command to make their views known to
the people. Can any one believe that
this Province should continue to remain
in the isolated condition it has been for
fifty years? That we are now going on
prosperously no one can doubt. Nova Scotia
is certainly one of the most flourishing
colonies of the British Empire, but Confedera-
tion will not endanger that prosperity. I be-
lieve, indeed, that confederation is necessary
in order to preserve the enjoyment of that
eace and prosperity we now have. I have no
esitation in saying that when the war is over

in the States, I do not apprehend much danger
to ourselves

;
I believe that the people will not

be anxious for hostilities with a power like
England, and that they will not be willing to
add to the great burthens they have already
created. But, at the same time, I believe they
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will adopt every means in their power to ex-
tract all they can from these provinces,—by
hostile tariffs and such means. Therefore I
feel that it is essential for these provinces to
make such arrangements as will make them
independent, as far as possible, of the States,
and give them a market where they will not
be met by hostile restrictions.

Speech of Mr. Locke.

Mr. Locke said :—As this question appears to

be entirely used up, I do not rise with the hope of
throwing any new light upon it, either financi-

ally—politically or otherwise, but having presen-

ted a number of petitions from my constituents

upon the subject, I feel that it is due to them,
as well as to myself, that I should offer a few ob-

servations, in explanation of the course I intend

to take.

It will be in the recollection of the House, that

at the last session, a resolution was passed, au-

thorizing a conference to be held between Dele-

gates from this Province, and New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island, on the subject of a

Union of the Maritime Provinces. In accordance
with that resolution, the Delegates proceeded to

Charlottetown, and after deliberating for a day

—

in an incredibly short space of time, they came to

the conclusion, that a Union of the Lower Pro-
vinces was impracticable, and they admitted into

the conference a number of gentlemen from Cana-
da, who speedily indoctrinated them with their

views upon the question of the larger Union of all

the Provinces. The result was that our Delegatts

returned to Halifax, and immediately proceeded to

Quebec. Now sir before going any further, I

should like to ask these gentlemen upon what
principle they received these Canadian Delegates

at a.l. They were only authorized to confer upon
the subject of a Union ot the Lower Provinces,

and yet by some means or other, they appear to

have lost sight of that altogether, and to have
been led entirely by the opinions of the gentlemen
from Canada.
Now sir, I do not intend to reflect upon the con-

duct of the Delegates. I have too much respect for

the honor and integrity of the public men of this

Country to impute to them interested motives,

and I have no doubt that in taking the course

they did, they acted in a way which they believed

was for the best interests of the Province; we must
suppose, taking a charitable view of the case, they

erred in judgment. I do not question their consti-

tutional right to proceed to Quebec,and take part in

the Conference which was there held—because the

members of a Government possess the power
to deal as they think best, with the interests of

the country they are called upon to govern, but

when men possess power it is not always advisa-

ble to exercise it arbitrarily, and therefore as a

matter of policy, and in view of the expressed

feeling of this House, I think it would have been

better for the Government to have obtained the

sanction of the House, before they entered upon the

consideration ofthe larger question of the Confede-

ration of these North American Provinces. They
did not however think proper to do so, and we
must therefore deal with the question as we find it.

The very first article of the Report of the Que-
bec Conference, recites as th* groundwork, upon
which a Union should take place, that it is advi-

sable “provided it can be effected on principles

just to the several provinces. Those concluding

words contain the gist of the whole matt er. I

contend that the terms as arranged at that Con-
ference are not “just to the several provinces”

—

more especially as legards Nova Scotia. I hold

that in adopting the principle of representation

by population, they have ignored other important

interests of this Province, which are entitled to

consideration. Ther§ are other matters to be

considered besides mere blood and bones. There

is the mining interest which contributes so largely

to our provincial prosperity, there is the shipping

interest, which as has been stated in this debate,

is equal to one eighteenth of that possessed by
the British Empire, and represents a capital of

eight millions of dollars. Is that not an interest

worth protecting and worthy of representation ?

Canada has nothing to compare with that. It is

true that she has a large inland trade by means
of her canals, but we cannot participate in the

advantages to be derived from them. Then again

there is a most important branch of industry, the

fisheries, and in connection with that there is one

part of the report which I cannot understand, and
which I should like the hon. Prov. Sec. to ex-

plain. I perceive that by a clause of the consti-

tution, the general government are to have con-

trol over the sea coast and inland fisheries, while

by another clause the same power is given to the

local government. The same thing occurs in re-

ference to Agriculture and Emigration. Both
Governments according to the terms agreed upon
by the Delegates, are to have control over these

subjects, and yet that can scarcely be possible. I

can only say that if the control of these impor-

tant matters has been surrendered to the general

Government, that ©ur Delegates have shown but

little regard for the best interests ofthe country.

By this principle of representation by popu-

lation, a very unfair advantage is given to Cana-

da. Everybody knows that Emigration to that

country is increasing every year, and as the re-

presentation is by this scheme to Readjusted every

ten years upon the basis of population, it follows

that she will possess an unfair advantage over

the Maritime Provinces, which do not offer the

same inducements to Emigrants that she does. I

believe that at the close of the first period ef ten

years. Upper Canada will have increased her

population ten per cent, while our increase will

not amount to more than five. It will be seen

therefore that in this respect, the terms agreed

upon are not just or equitable to the several Pro-

vinces, and it appears as if the Delegates from

this Province had entirely lost sight of what is

manifestly an undue advantage conceded to

Canada.
Then again on turning to the Report of the

Delegates, I find that the general Government, is

to have the control of trade and commerce , the

imposition of excise and customs duties, and 'the

control of railroads and canals. This latter clause

is of the utmost importance to us. It is well

known that the Canadians are anxious to extend
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their territory west, and to open up communica-
tion with the great country lying in that direc-

tion. And in order to do this, they will make use

of the means placed under their control from this

and the other provinces confederated with them.

For it must be remembered that even if our Re*

venue doubles under Confederation, it will be of

no use to us, it will be all swallowed up by
Canada, whose superior voice in the Parliament

will always control the action of the Lower Pro-

vinces.

The hon. Prov. Sec. the other night in urging

his views in favour of this scheme stated, that it

had received the sanction of the Bishops, and the

Clergy of the different denomination. Even so, I

hold that is no argument to control the members
of this House. They can entertain any opinions

they please upon this or any other subject,and how-
ever much I may respect them in matters peculi-

arly within their province, I do not admit that

in matters of finance and political economy, they

should exercise much influence over the delibera-

tions of the people’s representatives.

Again he advanced as an additional argument,
that all the leading men of the Province had been

in favor of Union. Now it is true that at dif-

ferent times various prominent politicians have in

their places in Parliament and elsewhere made
grand speeches in favor of Union, but it was
well understood at the time, that nothing was to

come of it, they just wished to make a grand show,
and had no idea of its being followed by any prac-

tical results, so that even if grand speeches have
been made upon the advantages of Union in the

abstract, that has nothing to do with the merits

of the scheme promulgated by the Quebec Dele-

gates.

The hon. Prov. Sec. also stated that the most re-

spectable portion of the Press are in favor of the
measure. Now sir, I have made a list of those

pro and con—not including the Religious press

—

and here they are. In the city we have :

For— Unionist, Colonist, Reporter , and Ex-
press.

Against

—

Chronicle , Nova Scotian , Acadian
Recorder , Sun , Citizen, wad Bull Frog.
Hon. Prov. Secy—No. You must strike off

the last. It has recanted.

Mr. Locke—Well even so. Then in the coun-
try we have

:

Against

—

Yarmouth Herald , Tribune , Free
Press , Liverpool Transcript

, Eastern Chronicle ,

C. B. News, and Antigonish Casket , and the
Piciou Standard which may be in favor. It has
been said that there is no intention on the part ofthe
Canadian Delegates, now going home to use
their influence with the British Cabinet to force

this measure upon the Province. I will read to

the House what Mr. Cartier said on the subject,

when addressing the audience at the Temperance
Hall

“ They knew that in Nova Scotia there was a
strong feeling in favor of the scheme of Confeder-
ation. ***** He rejoiced to know
that the heart of Nova Scotia as well the heart of
the Canadas was warm for Confederation. The
friends of the cause had no reason for desponden-

cy, it would take but little time to'w&rm the heart

of New Brunswick, after the people of that pro-

vince had understood and weighed the important
bearings of the question. The Canadian delegates

were the first to present at the Conference at

Charlottetown, to the Maritime Provinces, the

larger view of the greater Confederation
;
and he

did not hesitate to declare that the basis of union
agreed upon at Quebec was the most just and
equitable Union that under the circumstances

could be devised—ensuring alike the safety and
prosperity of all the Confederate provinces

;
and

such success had attended the deliberations of the

Quebec convention as was unprecedented* In all

human affairs, we must expect checks and dis-

appointments—it could not always be smooth
water—there must be shortcomings, and New
Brunswick had merely delayed its consummation

—

it must ultimately be carried out. On hearing

the fate of the measure in New Brunswick, they

in Canada deemed it advisable to bring to a con-
clusion the business of the Legislature, and send a
delegation to England to press confederation upon
the Imperial parliment, the defence question and
in connection therewith the Intercolonial Railway.
It had become a question of Imperial policy and
his co-delegates and himself were going to Eng-
land to urge the question of defence not for

Canada alone, but to all the British North
American Provinces. On this question of de-

fence all the Provinces must te united, and in

order to defend ourselves properly we must be

united under one government. The treasure and
resources of the Provinces separately cannot be

usefully and properly applied for defence,

except united under one government, and then
all the strength of the Confederated Provinces can
be brought to bear upon the point when the attack

takes place. It is beyond doubt that the Imperial
Government consider the Federation of all the

Provinces absolutely necessary. The resources

>f one Province alone would be too small to resist

attack, but when all are united very great asssis-

tance can be given, and when that has taken
place there can be no difficulty. The delegates

are going to England to urge the construction of

the great Intercolonial Railway, as the construc-

tion of that work was absolutely necessary for the

defence of British North America. * * * *

This public demonstration was an authentic and
unmistakeable exhibition of strong confederate

feeling in the commercial city of the province of

Nova Scotia, and the people of England would
come to the conclusion that the oitizens of Hali-

fax are favorable to the cause of confederation.”

Mr Galt also used this language :
—“He could

not refrain from expressing his emotions on the oc-

casion of so magnificent a reception—not from
personal considerations alone, but because it was
the unanimous expression of approval of a policy

that has an echo in the breast of the people of
Nova Scotia as well as that of Canada. Fully
sensible of the check which it has received in New
Brunswick, he did not believe that it was perma-
nent,—the great body of the people had not time
to weigh well the question ;

and he could not
bring his mind to the belief that the New Bruns-
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wickers were less alive to the necessities of union,

or less desirous of perpetrating connection with
the mother country, than either Nova Scotia or

Canada It was impossible to shut our eyes to

the events occurring in the neighboring States,

and it is undeniable that unless we are united

under the terms as agreed upon at Quebec,
another union will be formed that will be found
to be of an entirely different character, and under
a different flag than that which we now recognize,

and it becomes a question whether we prefer the

good old flag we are now under to that of the

United States. Firmly united under the bonds
of the proposed Confederation, and backed by the

support, influence and means of Great Britain,

we can fear none; but alone, and undivided, we
may fall victims at any moment. Apart from
the great commercial advantages of the proposed
Confederation, we rank still more highly—that

which we believe is of still greater importance

—

that by delaying the Union we may risk and im-
peril the connection between these Provinces and
the Mother Country. They have been told that

Nova Scotia was opposed to Confederation, but
this meeting and magnificent demonstration had
given the lie to that assertion, and he hoped the

time would not be remote wh;n he would have
the honor and privilege of addressing them not
only as Nova Scotians, but as a united Confede-
ration of British North America.”

I think that after this that there can be very
little doubt in the minds of any body, that these

gentlemen go home with the intention of forcing

upon the British Government the necessity for the

Union being at once accomplished,— whether
the Lower Provinces are willing or not. I cannot
allow a remark of the hon. Prov. Secy., made the

other day in reference to the people of Yarmouth,
to pass unnoticed. He said they were favorably

disposed towards American Institutions, and in

fact insinuated that, with some other counties,

they were disloyal in their sentiments.

Hon Prov. Secy.—denied that he ever made
such an assertion.

Mr. Locke

—

I so understood it, and I believe

the hon. gentleman endeavored afterwards to ex-
plain. Now, sir, I maintain that there is not a
more loyal people on the face of the globe than the

people of Nova Scotia.

Shelburne was founded by Loyalists—and they
could be outdone by none in their devotion to the

British flag. The man who insinuated anything
there about their loyalty, would find it a pretty

hard place to stand in—and I believe the very
purity of their loyalty would deter them from
entering into this Scheme, judging from the pre-

vious history of Canada.
Now, Mr. Speaker, a word as to the resolution

on the table of the House. I will just read the

preamble, and ask in what position would any
man be placed who voted for it ? He thereby ad-
mits that he is in favor of a Union of all the Pro-
vinces—and the only reason why he does not do
so now, is because M it is at present impracticable.”

I do not say that the Prov. Secy, in wording
that resolution had any design to entrap gentle-

men into committing themselves upon this ques-

tion, but I consider it to be the duty of every man
opposed to Confederation to vote against it.

That is the course I intend to take, and I would
say to the Government, as Henry Clay said to

John Randolph, “ go home to your Constituents,

who sent you here, and see whether they approve
of the course you have taken.”

It was useless attempting to make the Canadian
Delegates or the British people believe that the
question of Confederation was received with any
favor in this country.

It was virtually dead. Like the Church at

Ephesus, it had a name to live for, and was yet
dead. Let the resolution, then, remain a dead
letter upon the table of the House, and let nothing
more be said about it until the time shall arrive

when the people of this country declare themselves
in favor of a scheme which goes to alter the
Constitution, under which they are now prosper-
ing and living contentedly.

Remarks of ITIr. Killam.

Mr. Killam said—I shall* not delay the
house long with my expression of opinion on
the subject under consideration. It has been
given as an argument in favour of Confedera-
tion, that leading men in this Legislature have
been in favour of it, and have spoken often in
respect to it. Now I have been a member of
this house for many years, and have heard
what remarks have been made, but I am not
aware that any large number of members, or
of the people, thought much about the subject.
The Legislature took no interest in the ques-
tion, and the people felt the same way. No
one believed that anything practical would
grow out of the discussion — the whole
thing was a mere pleasant theory in which
some gentlemen liked to indulge when they
had nothing else to talk about.
A great deal of alarm exists all through the

Province on this subject of Confederation. It
appeared to be the opinion of every man you
met that no good could come of it, and this
feeling appeared to be the spontaneous feeling
of the people, without any effort having been
made by those who are called political leaders
to excite it. As regards the resolution on the
table, I will say that I can scarcely imagine
how any person could be found within those
walls to favor a Union of the Lower Provinces.
There can be no advantage to us in mixing up
our local interests with those of the other
Maritime Provinces. I have yet to hear any
argument in favour of this smaller Union.
Then where is tffe necessity for any further
delegation on the subject, if no practical result
is to follow.
There has been a great deal said about the

advantages a union with Canada would confer
upon us, but I think that the effect would be
to restrict and hamper our commercial opera-
tions. Nova Scotia wants the whole world for

a market—she wants free communication with
the great producing country, the United States,
which furnishes us with luxuries and neces-
saries which we have not got. We want our car-
rying trade, upon which we so largely depend,
to be unrestricted in its extent. All this is ne-
cessary to our prosperity; but adopt this con-
federation scheme, and we will hedge ourselves
in as it were, and shut ourselves out from the
markets that are now open to us. We were in



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 273

fact going to adopt the Japanese policy, who,
for a thousand years, lived within themselves
until civilization compelled them to open up
their markets to the world. That is a policy I

do not think is suited to Nova Scotia; and that

s the reason I am so much against it.

If there is anything worth protecting in

Nova Scotia, surely it is our shipping and
foreign commerce, and yet we would render
this useless by going into Confederation. The
very name of Nova Scotia is worth keeping

—

a country that owns one-eighth of the shipping
of the British Empire is surely worthy of a
name amongst the nations of the world. The
shipping of Nova Scotia is to be found in every

. partTof the world, and their sails whiten the
• seas in every portion of the globe. That im-
portant interest represents in value no less

than eight millions of dollars, and yet we are

called to adopt a policy detrimental to so valu-
able a branch of our provincial prosperity. The
only true policy for a commercial country, is

free and unrestricted trade. That is the policy
of Great Britain. The more trade is unfetter-

ed, the more it will expand; and yet we are
about to adopt a restrictive policy, and to shut
ourselves out from the markets of the world.
Canada, from her inland position, can never
become a large manufacturing country—and
she is a great agricultural country—she can
supply us with all the whiskey we want, but
we can do without that; and if we want it, the
best way is to get it at the cheapest rate. She
can supply us with most of the eatables we
want, and some of the wearing apparel, and
can give employment to our labor; but the
best way, in a new country, is to employ it

within our own Province. There is no doubt
that the lumber trade of Canada gives employ-
ment to our shipping, but they get no better
price for it than anywhere else. They can go
anywhere and get good prices; and as I said
before, the carrying trade of Nova Scotia
extends over the world. I cannot see why
Novascotians are not satisfied with the progress
they are making—our manufacturing interest
is advancing as rapidly as can be expected in
a new country without any protection at all.

Our public works—if the government manage
them prudently and carefully, and do not en-
ter upon them too rashly—will contribute to

z the general prosperity. In fact, every branch
of industry is in a sound condition. Then
why alter this state of things, and. rush blindly
into a union with Canada? The hon. Prov.
Secretary, in his speech, complained of an
article in the Morning Chronicle on the subject
of the defence of this country. I cannot say
that the scheme there propounded met my
views, and I am not desirous that any English
acts of parliament should be passed to inter-
fere with our rights and liberties. What did
the delegates propose to do? If their wishes
had been carried out, they intended to go to
England to tie up the people of these North
American colonies, by an English act of par-
liament, for all time to come, and to compel
them to submit to the scheme.
Hon. Pbov. Sec.—

N

o such thing was ever
proposed. ;

Mr. Killam—It is very strange if I am mis
taken. Was it not proposed that the leading
men should go to England?
Hon. Peov. Sec.—

I

t was proposed that the
scheme propounded by the delegates should
be first submitted to the local legislatures

35

and an address be passed asking the British
parliament to confirm the action that had
been taken.
Mr. Killam—If it is not one of the articles

of agreement it was generally understood that
such was to be the case. It has been urged
that the great Intercolonial Bailway is going
to make us a great country, that Halifax is go-
ing to be the entrepot of the whole continent.
Now, sir, when I saw the grass growing on the
Grand Trunk of Canada, and reflected that for
six months of the year there is no business
doing upon it, I confess that I was not very
sanguine as to the necessity of this work as a
commercial undertaking. Nor would it be of
any advantage, in time of war—running as it

would witliiu ten*or twelve miles of the United
States territory, it would be easy for them to
destroy it, and they might take Upper Canada
before we could hear of it except by way of the
United States. It was useless then to talk
about that being of any advantage to us either-

commercially or politically. If Canada wants
it, let her have it—in the meantime let us goon
writh our own phblic works. If the government
can show a feasible plan to connect with the
New Brunswick border, and the state of finan-
ces will admit of it, I shall not oppose it; al-

though I should prefer that the Pictou road
should be built first, as I think that will suf-
ficiently tax our energies and resources for
some time to come.

*

Tuesday, April 18th, 1865.

Mr. McFarlane from the Committee on Agri-

culture reported. Some conversational debate took

place on the subject of the importation of Stock.

Mr. Parker advocated the idea of having firms
in different parts of the Province, for the raising

of Stock, He also spcke of the want of a suitable

Market House in Halifax for the convenience of

Farmers.

The roport was received and adopted.

THE CROWN LANDS IN CAPE BRETON.

Mr. McDonnel referred to the question of the

settlement of Crown Lands in Cape Breton which
had been discussed in the early part of the session,

and to the statement then made by Hon. Proy.

See., and the hon. leader of the Opposition, to the

effect that Cape Breton had been more highly fa-

vored than other parts of the Provinces as regards
the terms upon which the payment of Crown
Lands was to be made—inasmuch as long credit

was given to purchasers in that Island, and the
moneys amounting from the sale of these lands,

were reserved for the opening up of roads.

He was rather surprised at the assertion at the
time, and he was induced to look into the ques-
tion, and ascertain how the facts really stood.—
Upon referring to the law passed in 1859, for the
settlement of Crown Lands in Cape Breton, he
found it enacted that the money arising from the

sale of these lands, was in the discretion of the
Government to be appropriated to the opeuing up
of roads in the Island of Cape Breton. In
order to follow the matter up, he asked the
leader of the Government to lay upon the table a
return of all moneys derived from this source,

since the passage of the Act. From that return it

appeared that there had been paid into the Re-
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ceiver General’s office $9,467 from the County of

Cape Breton, arising from the sale of Crown
Lands, while the sum contributed by that county

to the revenue of the Province, including amount
of outstanding lands, amounts to $37,164, from
Inverness $27,138, Richmond $16,476, Victoria

$23,606.
And yet, would it be believed, that altho’ it is

five or six years since the law was put upon the

Statute Book, there had not been a single cent of

the money appropriated either by this or any
previous Government for the purpose pointed out

in the Act.

He had asked the Government for an advance of

$3,000 which was absolutely required for the roads

of the county he represented (Inverness) and
altho’ there had been actually paid into the Re-
ceiver General’s Office, from that County since

the passing of the Act, the sum of $10,153, which
after deducting therefrom the cost of all surveys

made in the County since the Act, leaves a bal-

ance at this day of $6,049 in the Treasury, yet

.the Government have refused to give a single cent

for the purpose recommended in the Act. He
thought the House would agree with him that this

was not right. The Act referred to was passed by
this Legislature—and that for the purpose re-

ferred to. He could not suppose that it was in-

tended that it should remain a nullity upc^i the

Statute Book, and therefore desired to have it en-

forced. The hon. gentleman said he had risen

for the purpose of contradicting the statements

made in the early part of this Session by
the hon. Prov. Secy, and the hon. leader of the

Opposition now sent broadcast by the hon gentle-

men over the Province, that Cape Breton enjoyed

all moneys coming from its Crown Lands, which
last assertion was not supported to the extent

of one cent. He also asked the Prov. Sec. what
the reasons of the Government were for not car-

rying out the provisions of the law, and whether
the Govt, intended in the future, as in the past, to

treat the law as a nullity.

Hon Prov. Sec. was not sorry that this matter

had been brought to the notice of the House. He
did not think that any reply was needed from him,
as the clause of the Act to which the hon. gentle-

man had alluded, sufficiently answered every

statement he had made.

He (the Prov. Sec.) was afraid that the re-

mark he had made in debate, in a somewhat
jocular manner—that it was in the power of the

members for Cape Breton—by combining together,

to deal a fatal blow at the Government, had had
an unhappy effect. From the remarks that had
fallen on the previous evening from a gentleman

who had usually ranked himself as a supporter of

the Government, and from the style of observa-

tions just made, he was inclined to think that

there was a disposition on the part of some of the

members for that Island to assume an attitude of

dictation to the Government. Now, he wished it

to be understood at the outset, that important as

lie considered it to be for the Country, that the

present Government should continue to occupy the

Treasury benches, and that the Province

should enjoy for some time to come, the advanta-

ges of so excellent a Government, yet he had no
hesitation in saying, that he would rather resign

the position he held, and retire into the cold

shades of opposition, than yield to unfair dictation

from any combination of gentlemen. As regards
the complaint of the member from Inverness, he
had only to turn to the Estimates to prove that

no other part of the Province had received so

much consideration as the Island of Cape Breton,
and at no time had the members for that section

less cause to complain than the present.

Ever since he had the honor of a seat in that

House, he had done his utmost to assist the mem-
bers for Cape Breton,' in their attempts to obtain

for that Island that consideration which its im-
portance deserved, and now after the Government
had shown a disposition, which no previous Govern-
ment had ever done, to deal liberally with its

wants, he would ask whether this was time, or the

occasion, fur any gentlemen from Cape Breton,

least of all, for any one pretending to be a sup-
porter of the Government, to assume an attitude

of defiance and dictation.

The hon. Prov. Sec. here referred to the large

provision made in the estimates for the various

public services in Cape Breton, and to the pledge

of the Government, that they would undertake

the construction of the wharf at Port Hood, and
asked whether in view of all this, it was fair for

any member from that county, to complain ofnot

having received proper consideration at the hands
of the Government. As regards the facts of this

case, he would say that the hon gentleman him-
sels, was one of those who assisted in breaking up
the system by which these monies were to be paid

into the Treasury, and which had the effect of
throwing the whole thing into confusion.

Mr. McDonnell—Thtt was done before I came
into the House

Hon. Prov. Sec,—was under the impression

that he was a party to the arrangement, at all

events the law of 1859 was altered so, as to pro-

duce great confusion.

The hon. gentleman here read the act, and said

it was the intention of the Government, to com-
ply with its spirit and letter. They intended as

they had already informed the members for Cape
Breton, to obtain reports from the Crown Land
Surveyors, as to the localities most requiring aid,

so as to carry out the provisions of the law in

such a way, as would be best for the interests of

the whole Province, as well as for the advantage

of the Island. The hon gentleman concluded by
regretting that he should be called upon to de-

nounce in the terms he had done this unfair at-

tempt to prejudice the government in the eye9 of

the people of Cape Breton.

Mr. Bourinot, as far as he was concerned,

denied the existence of any combination on the

part of the members for Cape Breton, and be was
not aware that this mat.er was com‘mg up. He
must do the Goyernment the credit to say, that

they had dene more justice to Cape Breton than

any previous one, altho he was not, prepared to

almit that she had ever yet received her just

rights. .

Mr. Blanchard was pleased to bear the as- *

surance of the leader of the Government, that
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these monies were to be applied for the purposes
contemplated in the act. He thought t!i at there

was no doubt that the object of the law was to

apply these momes to the opening up of roads

through the Crown Lands, the discretion left with

the Government was as to the time and manner
in which they should be applied. He was there-

fore quite satisfied with the statements made by
the Prov. Sec , and he thought that what he pro-

mised, was all that the members for Cape Breton
had a right to auk.

The object of the members for Inverness in

making the application they^did, was not to sup-

plement the road grant, but to apply the money
to open up roads through Crown Lands, which
was the legitimate purpose contemplated by the

act

The hon. gentlemen explained the object of

making the alteration in the hw. alluded to by
the h- n Pro. Sec. It was held out as an induce-

ment to settlers to take up Crown Lands, that

they would be able to pay for them by their ear-

nings fixm the expenditure of the public monies,
in the opening up of new roads ; but when the

three years specified as to the time for payment
had rolled round; it was found that they were
•unable to pay, and the time had to be extended.

Ag regards the amount of justice that Cape
Breton had received in the distribution ofthe public

monies, while he was prepared to acknowledge
that the Government had dealt as liberally with
her as with the rest of the Provinces, he could
not admit that she was under very great obliga-

tions. According to population she had just re-

ceived what she was entitled to, one-fifth of the

whole grant. This however was a distinct ques-
tion, and depended altogether upon the rights

which the law gave them, and he was satisfied by
the assurance, that the Government intended to

carry out the previsions of the statute.

Hon. Tin’l Sfq. sad that this was not a
question of justice to Cape Breton, and the hon.
Prov, Sec hid done perfectly right, in rebuking
the hon member for Inverness, (Mr. McD.) for

placiug it upon that ground.
He thought that hon gentleman had no reason

to complain of the way in which Cape Breton had
been treated, either in the distribution of the road
grant, or in any other branch of the public ser-

vices. While some counties had the'r react grants
decreased, almost every county in that Island had
djbeirs increased.

He would go further than the hon* Pro. Sec.

'had, andsay that if theGov.erumenthad acceded to

the demand of the member for Inverness, and
supplemented his new road grant, as he wanted

• them to do, they would have acted contrary to

law. He thought that he ought to be satisfied

with the assurance that had been given, that the
^Government intended to carry out the policy of
the law, as soon as they bad received the neces-
sary information fromtheCiown LandSurveyor.
Mr. S. McDonnell was glad that the govern-

ment had at length announced the policy they
intended to pursue in this matter.. The hon. Pro.

Eec had thought proper to intimate, that in

making his remarks he was actuated by covert
motives.

He (Mr. McD.) did not think the course that

hon. gentleman had thought proper to pursue in

reference to this matter was conducive to strength-

en the relations that subsisted between them,
as to add to the decorum which should prevail in

that House. He bad stood in his place, in the per-

formance of a duty he owed his constituents, he
had no private interests to serve, but he was sim-

ply demanding the rights whieh the law gave
them. He most emphatically denied that tape
Breton had received more than her just share of

the public moneys, or that he had demanded any-
thing more than the Government were bound to

give.
%

Mr. C. J. Campbell denied that there was
any combination on the part of the members for

Cape Breton. He considered it unfair for any
one to attempt to get up a feeling against that

section of the Province. He pointed out the pro-

visions of the act of 1859, and contended that it

had not been carried out as originally intended.

He alluded to the Crown Lands’ office, and con-

sidered that more energy should be infused into

the working of that department. He pointed out
one or two cases within his own knowledge of tha

way the business of the people was impeded in

that office.

The subject then droppei.

Hallway HxtensiOB.
Hon. Prov. Secy, then moved the resolu-

tion for Railway Extension, which he had
laid on the table some days previously. In
doing so, he stated that he did not intend oc-
cupying the attention of the house with any'
lengthy remarks, for the simple reason that the
policy that this resolution propounded, and the
expenditure it involved, had been fully discus-
sed, and had received the sanction of a large
majority of the Legislature. He would not
open the useless discussion whether the pre-
sent mode of constructing railroads was the
best. Suffice it to say, that the Legislature had
decided, after a great deal of discussion, to
construct Provincial Railways by Provincial
funds. When that policy was propounded by
the house, it was ia connection with a certain
scheme of railway extension— that certain
lines of communication should be carried out
under that policy, and the act originally placed
on the statute book, and under which the first

mile of railway was put under contract, provi
ded for the extension of our railway system to
the borders of New Brunswick, to the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, to the Granville Beach on
the Bay of Fund y. The house would see that;

the object was obviously to give to all the peo-
ple iu the different sections of the Province, as
fully as was possible, the advantages of rail

way communication. The cost of railway con-
struction, however, in this Province proved to
be worth so much more than was anticipated
at the time the act was placed on the statute-
book, that it was found impossible to go on
with the policy as originally laid down. At tha
list session, however, the house decided to go
ou to Pietou, and tap the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
The Government, in bringing forward the act
for the construction of that railway, felt it was
their duty to the outlying sections of the coun-
try to lay down a policy which, without bur-
tliening the Provincial funds, would, at tha
same time, give the facilities of railway com-



276 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

munication to tbe large, and populous, and fer-

tile counties of tlie west as originally contem-
plated when the railway system was inaugu-
rated. He need hardly say that the house had
Inen always ready to adopt any means by
which the Province might have a railway com-
munication with the neighboring Provinces
and States. Accordingly, the Government
last session brought forward a proposition
which they thought would accomplish, without
burthening our means, the two-fold object of
extending our road to the borders of New
Brunswick and to the county of Annapolis in

$ le west. The resolution authorized the Go-
vernment to enter into contracts with compa-
nies prepared to connect us^with the railway
system ofNew Brunswick, at a cost not to ex-
ceed 4 per cent, for twenty years, on a capital
of £10,000 a mile. At the same time they
o Terecl 4 per cent, on a capital of £6,000 a
mile for the extension to Annapolis. The
surveys that had been made of these lines

had proved, they believed, that the reso-
lution offered most ample compensation to

any companies that might undertake the
work. Under the authority of that resolu-

tion, the Government placed themselves in

communication with parties who they had
reason to believe would be disposed to carry
out their policy, and the result of this corres-
pondence has been to show that the provision
offered was not quite sufficient. The difference
in the terms, however, was so slight, as to war-
rant the house to carry out the policy which
received their sanction at the last session - -

He went on to explain that the terms on
which the offer of the International Contract
ompany was founded, involved but a slight

addition to the terms sanctioned last year, be-
ing the cost of dredging the river Avon, which
was estimated at <£40,000, and the provision of
£100,000 of subscription for the line to New
Brunswick. He believed that the affirmation
of the resolution would entirely do away with
tie objections of the city of Halifax to taking
the stock to this extent, but assuming that this

sum had to be borrowed, it would only be an
increase of two per cent., the offer of last year
being to the extent of four per cent. As to the
route of the railway nothing could be now de-
finitely said, and that matter would have to be
d icided by the government upon a careful ex-
a nination. He said that the debt of Nova
Scotia was fixed by the delegates who repre-
sented the government at the Quebec Confer-
ence at eight millions in consideration of the
resolution of last year iu connection with rail-

ways. That increase to eight millions would
shave given the means to complete the Pictou
and Western line, leaving the Intercolonial
iroad to be dealt with by the government, but
assuming that the colonies were to remain as
at present the burthen entailed for the exten-
sion would not be more than £28,000 for the
trunk line, and £23,000 for the western line, in-

cluding tbe cost of bridging the Avon, or about
£50,000 per annum. He thought there could
be no doubt that the proposed extension would
give us such an increase of trade and revenue
as would compensate for the expenditure in-

volved. He expressed surprise at the opinion
. enunciated on a former day to the effect that
.railway construction should be undertaken by
•£be government, by Mr. Killarn, who had long
been laboriously maintaining the doctrine that
such .construction should be left to foreign capi-

talists and companies. He was glad to find
that that gentleman’s confidence in the govern-
ment was so extended. He thought, however,
under existing circumstances, it was not advis-
able to prevent these capitalists who were de-
sirous of constructing our railways coming
in and expending their capital.
Mr. Killam said that it had always been

his desire whenever the'' question of railway
extension was before the Legislature to ex*
press such opinions as he thought favorable to
the prosperity of the Province. When the con-
struction was commenced he thought it wise
that the matter should be left to companies, but
the other policy having been adopted he
thought it would be well for the government to
continue it in respect to the main Trunk line.

It was estimated that the existing line would
pay one per cent, above its working expenses,
and there was every reason for supposing that
the extended Hue would be still more profita-
ble, while difficulties would be caused by hav-
ing the railway under two distinct manage-
ments. If the lines were expected to pay four
per cent, which the Province had offered would
it not be well for the government to undertake
their construction and realize whatever profit

was to be made? He feared that by accepting
the proposal the province would at the same
time lose all the advantages that would arise
from the increased prosperity of the country.
Hon. Attorney Gen. explained that the go-

vernment were to have the power at any time
to take possession of the railway by arbitra-

tion in the usual form. If we were to hand
over the lines without giving any control to

the government or legislature, then there might
be something in the argument of the hon.
member for Yarmouth. He believed that the
time had arrived when we should deal with
this question. New Brunswick was prepared
to build to our borders, and there was this gap
between Truro and Moncton which should be
built at once. Connection with the railway
system of this continent was, as all would ad-
mit, most desirable, as it would promote the
best interests of this province. If the govern-
ment could build the line directly out of the
provincial funds, it would be a matter deserv-
ing of serious consideration, but under existing
circumstances he was of opinion that it was
the wisest policy for us to accept the best terms
that were offered us by companies who were
ready to invest their capital in the couutry.
Mr. Archibald alluded to the great im-

portance of the subject under consideration,
and then went on to say that when the matter
was before the house last year, he had the mis-
fortune to be absent, and therefore had had no
opportunity of offering any remarks upon it.

—

Under these circumstances, he had listened to
the observations of the Pro. See. that day
with no little anxiety, for he was desirous of
knowjng upon what grounds lie asked the house
to consent to the very grave proposition which
was contained in the resolution now before it.

That hon. gentleman should have shown how
the railways were to be constructed without
crippling the resources of the country. He felt

exceedingly disappointed that the hon. gentle-
mau had not adopted the cour.se which he
should have taken as a Colonial minister, ask-
ing the house to incur such heavy liabilities.

—

Now there was no one in the house who had
been a greater advocate of railways than him-
self—or was more committed to their extension
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within the limits of the Province. On some
occasions he had even gone ahead of the Ad-
ministration for the time being. In 1857 a re-

solution was moved in the house for the con-
struction of the Pictou Railway. On that oc-
casion he had warmly advocated that scheme,
being then as now in opposition. The Govern-
ment of the day, acting under the belief of
what they considered most judicious under ex-
isting circumstances, refused to accept the re-

solution; and, after the calm consideration
which a few years had enabled him to give to

the subject, he had no hesitation in acknowled-
ging that he thought they discharged their duty
to the country on that occasion.
When last year an attempt to repeal the In-

tercolonial Railway act was made by the go-
vernment he h ad not hesitated to express in

the most emphatic terms his views in favor of
communication between the Provinces, and his*

preference of that great scheme to even the
Pictou railway which was at the last session
under discussiou. He would refer to his lan-
guage on that occasion to show how warm
lie had expressed himself on the subject.
“ It appears,” he had then said, “ according

to the opinions of the present government of
this province that the terms agreed to were too
burdensome for Nova Scotia. The Canadian
ministry have also taken the ground that the
burthen imposed upon them is too great. With
these opinions prevailing at the Nova Scotia
end and at the Canadian end, it is obvious that
even if the act remained in force, the prospect
of an intercolonial line is adjourned to an in-

definite period in the future. Therefore I feel
that'we can approach the subject of a Pictou
railway in a very different spirit from what
we could have done if there were any hopes
from the legislature in reference to the interco-
lonial scheme. I have no hesitation in saying
that in dealing with this important question I
would not be doing justice to myself if I did
unequivocally state what policy I would pur-
sue if the intercolonial project were feasible.

I consider the branch to Pictou is of sectional in-

terest compared with the former scheme. It
would be a priceless boon to Nova Scotia, jut-
ting out as she does 500 miles on the path to
Europe, if we could have consummated an un-
dertaking which must have made her the
wharf on which the traffic of two continents
would concentrate.”
And again,* I must fully confess in conclu-

sion that it has been with wo little hesitation that
I have given up so desirable a project as the Inter-
colonial railway scheme. I have always looked
at it as the precursor of that union which has
so long been the hope of every intelligent man
who wishes to see the arena of politics in this
province enlarged and ennobled. I fear very
much that the action of the government on the
present occasion has done very much to post-
pone the great intercolonial question. I fear
we are giving away the chances of ever effect-
ing that great work, but on the gentlemen op-
posite rests the entire responsibility.”

It would be seen, therefore, that while he
•did not hesitate to express the most unqualified
preference for the construction of the Inter-
colonial Road, he had not attempted to dis-
guise from himself or the house that the neces-
sary effect of embarking in that scheme was in
his opinion to postpone to an indefinite period
the construction of the Intercolonial Railway
on any scheme which was then open to us, or
•could be opened to our unassisted resources.

But not only was he interested in this rail-

way as a public man, and from Provincial con-
siderations, but he was a representative of a
county through which that road must pass.

—

Again, he was interested in a valuable mineral
property in that county, which would be exceed-
ingly benefited by the completion of this en-
terprize, provided the route selected should be
the one indicated in the proposals of the com-
pany and on the table of the house. Therefore
it would be seen that not only his interests as a
public man and as a representative of the
county, but also his personal and private inte-
rests were at stake in this matter. Therefore,
if he did not give his assent to the present resq*
lution, it could qot be said that he was acting
from personal or selfish motives. He thought,
too, he could appeal to the house to bear their
testimony, that during this and last session he
had not exhibited any spirit towards the Go-
vernment that would subject him to the impu-
tation of factious opposition to any measure,
but had a right to be considered as acting from
a desire to discharge what he believed to be
his duty to the people of this country.
He regretted that he had not all the docu-

ments at hand which would enable him to
give that full information in respect 1o the
state of our finances which he was desirous of
giving. At the last session of the louse a re-
solution was adopted, by which it was deter-
mined that the financial year should end on
the 30th September instead of on the 31st Deer.,
so it was impossible to get the means of compa-
rison between 1864 and 1865. A large portion
of the liabilities which were chargable on the
year did not fall due till its end. He had, at
an early period of the session, asked for the re-
quisite information; but the Financial Secreta-
ry had not yet been able to hand him the docu-
ments which were necessary to make the ac-
curate comparison he wished; no doubt, in the
hurry of the session it was difficult for the offi-

cials to give all the information desirable.

—

However, looking at the accounts as laid on
the table, he found that on the 30th September,
1864, the balance in the hands of the Receiver-
General was $225,156—a large amount, no one
will deny, to be in the treasury. The posses-
sion of this balance was nothing, if at the time
it was in the treasury we owed the amount, or
a larger amount than these monies would ena-
ble us to pay.
Now it appeared by the statement submit-

ted that at the very time when this sum ap-
peared to our credit we owed $276,000 for va-
rious services, so with this sum to pay, and
only $225,156 on hand to pay it with, we could
not be considered as having necessarily a large
amount at our disposal. We had, it was true,
in the shape of assets coming in, a considera-
ble additional sum, but as far as he could ga-
ther from the accounts there appeared to have
been borrowed from the Savings’ Bank $42,000,
and from Treasury notes $10,000, making
$82,000, which had gone to swell the receipts,
and which, though actually borrowed money,
had been treated by the Government as so
much revenue, and added to the balance at
their disposal.
He had been desirous of ascertaining our fi-

nancial condition on the 3lst Dec. last and
therefore had asked for the amount of the re-
venue till that date. He anticipated that there
must be a falling off. It was impossible to con-
template the condition of things in the United
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States at this moment, and the effect that this
would necessarily have on our commerce

—

it was impossible to view the panic which
was beginning to show itself in every branch
of business, and the necessarily diminished im-
portations of the incoming year, not to feel

that this would begin to show itself in the last
quarter of the year, and he had asked to see
the returns in the conviction that his anticipa-
tions will be realized.
By the returns the revenue of the year from

customs and excise amounted to $999,000. The
revenue of the December quarter was $306,491.
For the June quarter of 1862 it was $300,000.

%) that iu the last quarter of the year the in-

crease over the corresponding quarrer of the
year before was only $3000. Compare that
with the 9 months preceding. The revenue of
that part of 1863 was $564,938, for 1864 it was
$692,818. So that the increase in the past nine
months of 1861 was $127,360, or at the rate of 23
per cent., while the increase of the last quarter
was only $3000, or 2 per cent. It was quite
clear, therefore, that the prosperity of the early
part of the year had not been kept up. That a
sudden and serious change had taken place,
which was an omen of the Condition of the pre-
sent year, and might be largely relied on as in-

dicating what we might expect, and the pros-
perity of the first nine months continued to
the end of the year in the same proportion,
we should have had an addition to the
revenue of the quarter over what wTe actu-
ally received, of $63,000.—Now iu 1863 we
contributed one third of our entire revenue
an the last quarter of the year.— This is

pretty much the fact every year, and there-
fore assuming that the trade of the whole
year were to fall off at the same rate, w e
-should have less by $109,000 than if ourprospe-
ritv had continued uniformly as it begun iu
1863.

This is a very serious statement of matters,
and well claims our attention. I have asked
for the returns of the first quarter of the pre-
sent year, with a view to continue the compari-
son. I have not yet received them, nor does it

much matter. The importations of the first

quartet of any year are largely the result of ac-
cideut.—They might be more or less in any par-
ticular year without largely affecting the re-

turns of the year, inasmuch as they form al-

together but a small part of our importations.
The main business of the year is conducted in
the Spring and Fall quarters.
Now what are the last terms referred to? I

have spoken of the panic in the United States
—that pauic will be felt here. It will lead to

the interruption of our trade with the States.

Then there is a great depression in prices im-
pending. The openingof the cotton ports of the
II. States will bring down the prices of cotton
fabrics and diminish immensely the price of
cotton .goods imported to this market. This
will react on the price of woolen goods, and
between the two your adualorem duties will

fall. Then agricultural produce is going down
in price. A friend of mine bought, the other
day, for the Cape Breton market a ton of but-
ter for 12£ cents a lb. This came from the U.
States, -where not long ago we were sending
our butter and getting three times the pi ice for

it. Other articles of .produce will fall, if not
to the same extent. The immense market
made by the fleet of blockade runners sailing

from Halifax is at an end.

The ability to buy, which the farmer derives
from a large and ready market for his goods,
has passed away, and our merchants will anti-
cipate the ehange, and regulate their importa-
tions accordingly. Then shipping and ship-
building are both declining; freights are low,
and the inducements to build are not great this
year.
Contemporaneously with all this, the market

was largely supplied with goods not intended
for it. The cargoes shipped from England to
the Southern States, and which recent events
had prevented from going there, were thrown
suddenly upon this market, and had to be sold
for whatever they would fetch. They of course
would be entered low, and thus would affect
the advalorem duties, and diminish the usual
importations. Now, could any person of ordi-
nary foresight shut his eyes to this concurrence
of events. Was it possible to anticipate that
the revenue could be maintained; and if it fell,

in what condition would we be found? Sup-
pose we were to enter on this year as we did
the year which followed 1854, would we be far
astray? 1854 was a year of plethoric revenue;
but it was followed by several successive
years of declining trade and falling income.
It would not he unreasonable to expect that
the receipts from customs and excise in 1865
would not much exceed $800,000. The revenue
after 1854 did not for many years reach the
figures of that year. Whether we collected
more than that in the ensuing year or not, he
was quite sure that we wrould not be justified
in making our calculations on a larger scale
for several years to come; and if that was
true, we should be unable to meet the appro-
priations we have made this year by an enor-
mous sum. But these appropriations, large as
they were, made no provisions for our new lia-

bilities. Now, let us see what these are: First,
there is the Pietou railway. This was estimated
at first to cost us $1,600,000. It was supposed
to be forty miles, at £10,000. The government
pass the bill before the road is created. It is

then measured; and forthwith ten miles or one-
fourth of the whole is added to the length and
cost. Then Mr. Fleming surveys the ground
more accurately, and finds it will cost 2£ mil-
lion of dollars to build it, and somewhat more
to build and equip it. He is told, however,
that he must reduce his figures, and he does so,

and now tells us wre may have a road for two
millions. Anybody, however, wlro knew how
immensely expenditures exceed estimates,
must, be satisfied that if we get oft' for two and
a half million of dollars we should he fortunate
indeed. Now, as the contracts are to he com-
pleted in 1866, we are fully assured that one
half the work will be done, and one half the
cost incurred in 1865. If so, we shall need to

sell debentures to supply what means we
require. Already we have had them in the
market for several months, and we have sold
£21,800 stg. or $109,000. Suppose wre have to
make up the amount we shall require for the
year 1865, we shall need still to sell over
$1,000,000 m debentures during the present
year. How is this to be done? Our debentures
are now selling at 92 to 95 per cent. At par
they are w'orth, with the interest to date, £101
10s. So that on every debenture we sell, we
lose from £9 10s. to £6 10s. Take the medium
and there is a loss of 8 per cent.., which, on
$1,000,000 alone, would be a loss of $80,000,
and would add that sum to the cost of the
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railway. Can anybody hope, in the uncer-
tainties of the future, that we can sell at par
wbat we require this year?
But not only are our sales affected by the

uncertainties of the future; they must be large-
ly affected by the certainties of the liabilities

we are heaping on ourselves. We have be-
fore us a Bill to construct the St. Peter’s Ca-
nal. This is variously estimated. Mr. Perley,
who is the best Engineer out of the half-a-do-
zen who have reported on it, put the cost at
$170,000. We have appropriated, this year,
bonds at $30,000, which will leave a sum of
$140,000 to be provided for—assuming you
could place any reliance on the estimate for a
Canal. But as a rule, nothing can be more
fallacious than such an estimate. A Railway
may be estimated. Any work on the surface
of the ground may be computed, but there is

something in the nature of canal operations
which renders such computations unreliable.
The Shubenacadie Canal was estimated at

$250,000. It cost $500,000, and was then scarce-
ly begun. It was subsequently made a pre-
sent of to gentlemen who were deluded with
the idea that it could be finished for $40,000—by
the amount of estimate by a competent Engi-
neer. They accepted the fatal gift, and spent
$200,000 to lind the work still incomplete, and
with all this money spent on it, it would be
difficult to find any other body of gentlemen
who would be willing to accept the thing as a
gift.

The Welland Canal was begun by a sub-
scription of stock to the extent of $150,000.
Before it ended the enormous sum of $0,629,000
was spent in its constiucdon. I do notcontend
that the cases are parallel

; there were circum-
stances in each case to render the works much
more formidable that anything that is com-
pleted at St. Peter’s; but I refer to these in-

stances, to shew the whole unreliability of
canal estimates; and I undertake to tell the
house that nobody need expect to come out of
this scheme under $200,000. But the govern-
ment are determined to commit the house to
It; and if so, we may as well look the expense
steadily in the face, and prepare for it. Let
us then assume we have to raise the amount,
how can it be done? By debentures alone;
and this will throw into the market well on to
$200,000 more of debentures.
Next we find an additional liability to be as-

sumed for Mabou or Port Hood wharf. What
this may be we, on this side of the house,
have as yet no means of knowing. Indeed but
for the sudden revelation which flashed upon
us the other day, when one of the hon. and
learned members for Inverness complained
that it was not in the estimate, and express-
ed his fear that the promise privately made
would not be redeemed, wo should have been
ignorant that any such expenditure was in-
tended. But now that the hon. gentleman has
had the private promise, publicly acknow-
ledged, we may prepare for another expendi-
ture in that quarter. That it will be of no
trifling magnitude, is clear; but with the ob-
scurity that surrounds it, we cannot under-
take to say what is its extent or merit.
Next in order comes the scheme for aid to

the railway to the borders af New Brunswick.
The proposition is that we shall give 4 per cent,
or £10,000 a mile for twenty years. This is

equivalent to an annuity for 20 years of $120,-
000; and the proposition as made to us—the

proposition as this house, if it passes this
resolution assents to it, is that either party is

to have the option of capitalizing this annuity;
and that, too, taking both propositions together,
not on the terms of paying in debentures what
the annuity is worth, but paying a principal
sum which shall yield an interest equal to the
amount of the annuity

;
leaving it to the com-

pany to be formed, to pay off the principal sum
out of a sinking fund to be instituted by them
for that purpose. It is quite true that the go-
vernment declared they do not intend to allow
the capitalization to be made on that footing;
it is quite true that they have said they will
not even give the contractors the option of ca-
pitalizing at all; and further, that they will
not capitalize under pan value; but when they
make these statements, they are not accepting
the proposition

;
and yet, while they do not ac-

cept itand declare they will not accept it,they ask
us to pass a resolution to empower them to do
that which they say they have no intention to do.
But whether they capitalize, or not, they are
to take stock to the extent of $400,000, for
which they must issue debentures, and these
debentures must be put in the market. If
they are sold, of course they will affect the
saleable value of the debentures for the Pic-
touroad; and whether they are sold or not,
the very fact that this amount of debentures
is to be thrown into the market—or is liable to
be thrown into it—will reduce the value of the
other bonds. If this proposition stood alone,
it would be difficult to bear the burden of it;

but when it is accompanied by another propo-
sition, equally burdensome, it is impossible to
contemplate the position without fear and ap-
prehension. Indeed, it would seem that the
twin scheme is looked upon with even more
favor than the New Brunswick proposition.
On the 23rd November, Mr. Levesey’s propo-
sition was before the government. It had been
before them for weeks; yet the government do
nothing. Connexion with New Brunswick and
the United States may be secured by accepting
the offer; but it is not accepted,—and from
that day to this no sign is made, no council is

held, no minute passed either accepting or
rejecting the proposition. It is quite other-
wise with the Annapolis scheme. A constitu-
ency is vacant—a member has to be secured

—

and forthwith a council is convened, and a
minute passed, and the government pledged

—

aud the house controlled, so far as that pledge
controls them—to build the Annapolis road.
Now let us see what this involves—4 per

cent on £6000 a mile, or 80 miles, is equal to
$76,800 a year, and there is the same option as
to capitalization. And as in the North so in
the West an aditional liability is to be in-
curred. The Avon is to be bridged, and the
Government are to bear the cost. This we
have no estimate tor, but the Provincial Se-
cretary put it at $160,000. I don’t pretend to
be an Engineer, but judging from the width of
the river, the character of its approaches, the
nature of the foundation, nobody need be
astonished if it should cost much beyond $200,-
000. And for this sum debentures must issue,
and these again will act upon the debentures
for Pictou and affect their value in the mar-
ket, and increase the cost of the Pictou Road.
Now let me group all this together:

Annual debt.
We shall have to pay for the Pictou

road $150,000
Cumberland road 144,000
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Annapolis 76,800
Avon Bridge 12,000

St. Peter’s 12,000

$394,000
Less 4 per cent, guaranteed on stock

taken on road to N. B., 400,000. . 16,000

$378,000

So that for these liabilities, when completed,
we shall have to provide a Revenue of nearly
$400,000 a year. But this is not all. We bor-
row money, which we ought not to have bor-
rowed, to erect a building in Halifax which
is to cost us £30,000. We borrow, to be sure,
from the Savings’ Bank, and to pay only 4
per cent, but this will entail some $5,000 addi-
tional for interest. So that if this added to the
other sums, we may fairly put our whole bur-
then at $400,000 a year, and this to be paid all

by new taxation. True, the Prov. Sec’y says
that we may count an additional revenue from
the Railroad^ as reducing the charge. But we
are already counting $50,000. The Finl. Sec’y
has taken credit for that amount this year.
In 18G3, the whole yield was $22,000 or there-
abouts. In 1864, very little more, and it is be-
yond reasonable probability that will yield
$50,000 in 1865. But if, when the roads are
completed, there is a larger yield, it will arise
from a larger traffic, and just iu proportion to
the traffic will be the wear and tear, and the
time is at hand when necessarily the perma-
nent way will require to be renewed, and all

that we can obtain, and more, will be required
for that service when it has to be done.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe I have not over-

drawn the picture. It is not very wise to
present the state of our public finances in a
gloomy aspect. I have great faith in the char-
acter of our resources; I think that with fair
play, we can cope with a large burden

;
I be-

lieve, too, that if depression come, we may
feel it severely for a while, but in time we
shall rally again. But if the prospects of the
incoming year are such as I have described
them—if we have no reason to hope that our
revenue will meet the amount already voted
away, and if the necessity of preserving the
public faith intact is a paramount consi-
deration—if we are committed to the Pictou
contracts, and must find the means to pay at
whatever cost,—I have seriously to ask this
House whether they ought not to pause before
committing the country to those enormous ad-
ditional responsibilities. Three years ago the
country was disturbed from one end to the
other, lest taxes should be imposed to meet a
temporary deficiency, the interest of which
would only be about $8,000 a year. And yet
the gentlemen who raised that cry, and who
made the people believe it, are not only enor-
mously increasing the ordinary expenditure,
but adding a ^debt which must be provided
by new taxes, to the incredible amount of
nearly $400,000 a year. He asked tbe Govern-
ment to give themselves a year to breathe,
and see what the prospects were. In all pro-
bability nothing could be done for one year,
even if they passed the resolution. New
Brunswick was hardly in a condition to incur
additional liability, and if it were, he had rea-
son to believe that the favorite project there
would be western extension. The people
of that Province were deeply interested
in connecting their railway system with that
of the United States, and were not perhaps so

anxious to extend that connection east of their
own metropolis. At all events there was good
authority for believing that a gentleman exer-
cising much influence in the present Govern-
ment of New Brunswick, without whose aid it

could hardly exist, stood pledged to support
no Government work. If this was so, New
Brunswick, clearly, could do nothing more,
and any hopes of connection between her rail
road and our border might be given up for
the present. If then to press this resolution
could do no good, if the only effect of pressing
it would be to do mischief by operating upon
our Pictou loan, and depressing it, he ask-
asked the government whether as men of or-
dinary prudence, it was not their duty to ac-
cept the suggestions that were offered from
this side of the house, and not needlessly im-
peril the public credit or embarrass our fi-

nances?
He felt that as a member of the opposition he

had no particular responsibility in this matter.
It was the duty of the government to be satis-
fied of its ability to cope with the enterprises it

originated; but, as a public man, owiug a pub-
lic duty to his constituents and the province,
he had raised his warning voice, and felt that,
whether it was listened to or not, he had done
his duty

;
and he washed and hoped the

government would receive his suggestions
in the spirit in which they were offered.
One word more and he would not detain the

house further. Many gentlemen had appeared
to be in great dread of confederation from the
increased taxes that might be imposed. Whe-
ther confederation would or would not result
in that, he would not stay now to ask; but he
was curious to see whether these gentlemen,
who were frightened at imaginary taxation,
were willing to subject themselves to a real
taxation exceeding the wildest flights which
the opponents of union had ventured to as-
sume as the result of confederation. If we
were willing to bear these taxes—if we were
willing to rush into them when no necessity
pressed us,—then he could not but feel, and he
did not say it offensively, 'that the dread of
taxation was mere hypocrisy, and those who
used that argument would show their insin-
cerity by voting for this resolution.
Hon. Financial Secretary replied: I

cannot pretend to have so long a familiarity
with public accounts as the lion, leader of the
Opposition, nor to possess the financial ability
of that hou. gentleman; but I think I shall be
able to show that the premises on which he
founded his statements—statements which, if

true, would justly create serious uueasiness in
this country—are entirely baseless. I have no
hesitation in saying, that the facts and figures
in the possession of the hon. member (which
were as full as it was possible to procure for
him) were sufficient to convince him that his
statement was entirely fallacious. He started
with the assertion that in the preparation of
the estimate which I laid on the table there
was the large sum of $82,000 placed to our
credit which did not belong to it. He was good
enough to insinuate, if he did not assert, that I
was so inconapetent to discharge my duty as to
allow the sums borrowed from the Savings’
Bank, and the amount of Provincial Notes
issued by the Receiver General, to go with the
general account without giving credit in the
estimate. Now if the hon. member had taken
the trouble to look at the paper in his hand, he
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would have found that he is entirely inaccu-

rate. By the Receiver General’s account, it

appears that the sum of $40,000 was issued in

Treasury notes, and an amount of $42,000 was
borrowed from the Savings’ Bank. The Trea-
sury notes were issued on the authority of the

House, in connection with the new Provincial
Building, and $42,000 was borrowed towards
the construction of the Pictou Railway. The
sum of $148,000, which I show is the balance in

the general treasury for my disposal, is totally

independent of the $82,000 in question. In the
Receiver General’s account there is paid for

the Pictou Railway $21,000, and the balance is

brought up as outstanding liability against the
Province, as a glance at schedule B of the esti-

mates will show. Then there is the sum of
$40,000 of treasury notes. By an Act passed in

1863, the Government were authorised to issue
Province notes not to exceed $40,000, and to

take from the Savings’ Bank a sum not to

exceed $60,000 for the purchase of the lot

known as Hare’s lot, and the erection there-

on of the public building now in course of
construction.
In accordance with this authority, the lot

was purchased, the building contracted for,

and up to the 30th Sept, last the account of
that building with the Province stood as fol-

lows:—
From Savings Bank in 1863 $36,000
New Notes in 1864 40,000

$76,000
Paid for Land $39,644.30
On acc’t of building in 1864 . . . 6,116.45 45,760.75

Leaving a balance of $30,239.25

being the amount brought up as a liability

against the Province, as the hon. gentleman

.

would have seen at a glance had he taken the
trouble to consult the papers which have been
under his hands for weeks—before attempting
to prejudice the government by statements
entirely without foundation and greatly calcu-
lated to mislead those not having the ready ac-
cess to the public accounts which the hon. gen-
tleman can command. The hon. member then
proceeded to question the soundness of the es-
timate for the present year, and compared
the receipts of the past two quarters with those
of last year. The house will recollect that the
actual custom’s receipts were $999,000. Now I
have before me the contingency of a revulsion
of trade—the probability that in view of
events transpiring in the United States there
might be a serious reduction in the revenue re-
ceived from our imports. Therefore I estimate
$79,000 less than was actually received last
year. There is nothing that I can see in the
circumstances of the country—apart from any
great convulsion of trade that nothing at times
can prevent—to warrant us in coming to the
conclusion that the year is not to be a pros-
perous one in a commercial and financial
point of view. We see in the island of
Cape Breton which is making such rapid
progress in all the elements of prosperity,
immense sums of money are being ex-
pended for the development of its resources
and the construction of the Railway. Under
such circumstances the people in that section
must be better able than heretofore to buy
largely of dutiable goods. We have the assu-
rance that capitalists are ready to expend an

36

enormous sum of money in proportion to our
population in the extension of our lines of
railway. Again, |the Province is going on with
the construction of the Pictou line. According
to the hon. member we are this year to ex-
pend a million and a half of dollars among
our people in connection with this work. All
these facts show that there will be a large
amount of money in circulation, and as the
people will buy in proportion to their ability
to pay, the consumption of dutiable articles
must largely increase with the increased circu-
lation ofmoney. Therefore, apart from the ge-
neral favorable condition of the country, I
think, under all the circumstances, no man is

justified in saying, that for this year at all

events the ordinary receipts from our ordinary
sources of revenue are to be largely reduced.
I am not, however, obliged to deal in mere ge-
neralities on this point. I have, on a previous
occasion, shown that in the first quarter of this
year we had received over $100,000 in excess
of the same quarter last year; now we have
another quarter gone by, the one ending in
March. The revenue for that quarter is

$129,000, or an increase of over $20,000 on the
same quarter of last year. I can also state to
the house that I had the assurance of gentle-
men who can best speak as to the prospects
of our revenue for the present quarter, that
they are most favorable, and that, in fact,

thore will be an increase m the receipts over
the same quarter of 1864. Under these circum-
stances I don’t think the hon. gentleman was
justified in drawing the alarming picture he
has of the state of our affairs.

The hon. member went further, and charged
the Government with recklessness in Spending
large sums of money. He complained that he
had not the liabilities to the end of the year at
hand,—that it was impossible for him to get at
the exact condition of our financial affairs,

and thereupon assumed that the expenditures
were largely in excess of the receipts. My
hon. friend from Richmond, when Financial
Secretary, estimated largely in excess of the
actual expenditure, and the paper which I
hold in my hand shows that on the 30th Sept,
the Receiver General had paid on the estimate
of my hon. friend an amount very much less
than the estimate.
Supposing the total expenditures to be as

stated, yet the hon. member will find that the
financial condition of the country is sound, and
that there is no reason whatever why the coun-
try should be in the slightest degree alarmed
as to its ability to meet the obligations it has
incurred. The hon. member attempted to cause
alarm respecting the sale of our debentures*
Every man who has the interest of his country
at heart must deprecate the attempt to preju-
dice the public mind in connection with the po-
sition which our debentures occupy in the mar-
ket. I have reason to know that the discus-
sions which have taken place in another branch
of the Legislature have already deterred men.
from investing in these bonds to the extent
they intended. Before an hon. gentleman en-
deavored to create mistrust and prejudice on
the public mind in this respect, he should have
at least grounds for so doing, and I for one
cannot see that he has any. He is altogether
in error in estimating the expenditure on the
railway to be one and a half millions during
the present season. I have reason to believe
that the expenditure will be between 700 and
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$800,000, and that there will not be any serious
difficulty in obtaining the money required.
The hon. gentleman next stated that the

adoption of the resolutions on the table would
impose upon the country an additional bur-
den of $400,000 per annum for Railway in-
terest; and on giving us his assumption that
$800,000 will hereafter be the highest amount
on which we can calculate as revenue re-
ceipts, he concludes that we shall not be in a
position to meet the increased demands upon
our revenues. Now, sir, I assume that our
revenue for at least a few years to come, will
not be materially less than at present; and I
found the estimate upon the increasing trade
of the country, which I have before endeavor-
ed to show the house, must inevitably be the
result of the large expenditure s now being and
likely hereafter to be made on our public works
and in the development of the mineral wealth
of the country. The hon. gentleman has alto-
gether ignored this view of the question, and
also the not only probable but inevitable in-
crease in our casual aud territorial revenue.
We must also consider the very large increase
which must take place in the earnings of ourpre-
sent railways on the completion of the contem-
plated extensions, east, north and west. Now it

must be evident to the house that every coal
mine opened not only represents the capital
invested in its development, but gives annu-
ally an additional revenue in proportion to the
extent of its shipments—just as every addi-
tional mile of railway built in connection with
existing lines will throw a large additional
traffic on the government work. The receipts
on our roads are even now largely increasing,
as every month’s return shows—and I shall be
much mistaken if the receipts this year will
not amount to $200,000 as against $168,000 last
year I assume, therefore, that I may safely
ask the country to base the revenue for a few
years to come on the estimated revenue for the
present year—and on .that assumption it will
not be difficult to show that even without re-
sorting to the expedient of raising our present
tariff the additional burdens could be met, and
all the substantial interests of the country
subserved. Indeed, was I inclined to rely
upon such authority alone, I need only quote
the speech of his friend the hon. member for
East Halifax, who, in a speech delivered in
Temperance Hall, when his object was not to
depreciate the resources of his country, proved
to a demonstration—if his figures be accepted
as of any value—that the country could safely
undertake the work contemplated by this reso-
lution without seriously entrenching upon the
other essential services of the country. The
hon. gentleman has even stated the liability

which the adoption of these resolutions will
entail—the amount being $312,000 with the in-

terest on the cost of construction of the Avon
bridge. This estimate will give the following
result:—
Estimated Revenue for 1865 $1,307,927

Liabilities.
Present Railway Interest $240,000
do for N. Brunswick line...... 112,000
do forPictou line 120,000
do for Annapolis line 81,600

$553,600
Civil List 63,205
Criminal Prosecution 1.600
Crown Land Department 14,000
Coroners Inquests . . 1,400

Revenue expenses 61,000
Judiciary expenses 1,400
Poor Asylum 8,000
Rations to Troops 100
Steamboats and Ferries 11,000
Militia 20’,000
Postal Communication 58,750
Return Duties 66,000
Education 127,000
Indians and Relief.. 1,300
Public Printing 8,000
Gold Fields 12,000
Agriculture 6,000
Railway expenses 120,000
Statistics 3,000
Legislative expenses 45,000
Relief of Poor 8,000
Navigation Securities....' 8,000
Public Works 90,000
Miscellaneous 6,000

$1,244,455
Present ordinary Road Grant 160,000 1,404,455

96,528

Leaving a balance of only $96,528 to be made
up from the increased receipts upon our rail-

ways and ou the revenue derived from our
coal and gold mines—or if necessary by a
small addition to our tariff, which would not
be felt by the people, and which they would
willingly grant on advantages to be derived.
It was never contemplated by any one party in
this house that our public works could be large-
ly extended without somewhat increasing our
tariff, at present the lowest in America; but it

is not necessary that I should now enter on
that subject. One word now, sir, as to the
propriety of a gentleman occupying the posi-
tion admittedly occupied by the hon. and learn-
ed gentleman from Colchester, as a financier,
for any purpose attempting against the facts
of the case to depreciate the financial position
and character of the country at a time when
it is the duty of every man to further and sus-
tain its credit. That hon. gentleman’s position
and talents give even false and erroneous views
and assertions when propounded by him, a
weight and consideration which would not
otherwise attach to them, and he will be held
responsible by the country for allowing his
eagerness to embarrass the government to be-
tray him into the hasty and inconsiderate state-

ment of facts either utterly baseless or found-
ed on mere speculation, hut which may, not-
withstanding, coming from such authority have
a tendency to injure the public credit. His
calculations to-day, sir, are somewhat on a
par with those by which in 185ff he prov-
ed so conclusively that the Pictou Rail-
way could be built at a cost to the Pro-
vince of .£6000 a year, and, I am sorry to

say, are not a bit more reliable than that
celebrated financial statement. I have thus
shown that the hon. gentleman’s attempt
to impugn the correctness of the estimates on
the table have utterly failed. I have attempt-
ed, and I think with success, to show that the
large expenditure of the Government for the
present year is founded upon well-considered
and safe calculations of our resources, and that
Mr. Archibald’s attempt to play the alarmist is

due rather to his desire to embarrass or injure
the Government than to any fear of finan-

cial embarrassment on the part of the men who
did not hesitate to embrace the Quebec scheme
of 1862 for the construction of the Intercolonial
Railway
I can only say, for my own part, if it was at
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all apDarent that the construction of these rail-

ways*was to impose burthens we could not

bear, I would hesitate before adopting the reso-

lution. No man in this country, however, can
deny that, if we are able to obtain the connec-
tion with St. John, and with the railway sys-

tem of the continent, we shall gain vast com-
mercial advantages. The increase in trade will

soon counterbalance any additional burthens
that we may impose upon ourselves. Rail-

ways make trade wherever they pass, and no
one can doubt that a road to the fertile coun-
ties of King’s and Annapolis would be not
only a great boon to the people of the west,

but create an ultimately remunerative traffic.

In due time a trade would accumulate that

would repay handsomely the Province for the
expenditure it might incur.

Thursday, April 20.

Mr. Tobin said that for the last few years so

much had been said upon the question of Rail-

roads, it was impossible to bring forward

anything new on the subject. There were

a great many things in the speech of the hon.

leader of the opposition, to which he would have
liked to refer

;
but as he perceived that he was

not in his place, he should refrain from doing so.

If the present position of this country were con-

trasted with the condition of affairs a few years

ago, it would be found that from some cause or

other, whether from the construction of railroads

or the spirit of commercial enterprize, or the

gradual expansion of trade, the Revenue had
swelled to an extent beyond the expectation of the

most sanguine. He had taken the trouble a year

ago, when it was proposed to extend the railroad

to Pictou, to look into the question, and to con-

trast the state of our Revenue then with what it

was before the railway system was inaugurated,
and what did he find ?

{The hon. gentleman here said that he had
mislaid the memorandumoffigures hehad prepared

;

but speaking from memory) the Revenue, which
in 1851 amounted to £102,682, had swelled in

10 years (1861) to over £281,000, and this year
the Financial Secretary estimates it at over

$1,300,000. So it wiil be seen that since the
construction of railroads has been commenced,
that the trade of the country has increased—labor
has been multiplied,—and the expenditure of the
Province has been kept within its income. He
had prepared a few calculations as to the amount
of liability annually imposed upon this country
by the construction of these public works, and
first as to the two links already completed to

Truro and Windsor. Some hon. gentlemen wish-
ed to leave these where they were

;
but that he

never could assent to. He believed that they
never could be made properly remunerative until

they tapped the waters of the St. Lawrence on the
one hand, and the Bay of Fundy on the other.

In approaching this subject, he wished to do
so in a spirit of fairness and candor. He did not
wish to state the liability we would be called upon
to assume at a dollar less than it really would be.

For many years we have spent large sums of the
public monies in constructing mud roads. This
session, over $250,000 has been voted for that

purpose. And yet it is argued by some, that

altho’ the Province can afford to do that, she

cannot undertake the construction of the e public

works, which will add so much to the wealth and
material prosperity of the country.

To return, however, to the subject of liability

—

he found that the Province had issued debentures

to the extent of a million of pounds for the con-

struction of the lines to Windsor and Truro—this

involved an annual liability of £60,000 for in-

terest. No difficulty had ever been experienced

in paying that interest—the Province had always

been prepared when called upon to meet all de-

mands, and certainly she was in a better condi-

tion now, than when railway construction was
commenced. Then again, we have, after some
delay, undertaken the construction of the line to

Pictou—the propriety of that extension has al-

ways been admitted, and it was only a question

of time as to when the finances of the country

would admit of its being undertaken. The esti-

mated cost of that work is £500,000, which will

impose an annual liability of £30,000. That
liability, however, will not fall upon us imme-
diately ; but will be extended over three years, as

the work goes on—and as the business of the

country would also go on increasing, there is no
doubt, that there would be no trouble in meeting
these obligations. The Government now propose
to subsidize any company to construct the line to

to the borders of New Brunswick—which is esti-

mated to cost £400,000, when capitalized, involv-

ing an annual charge on the Revenues of the

Province of £24,000 a year. It is also proposed
to extend the line to Annapolis. Last year, a
resolution was passed by the House, offering any
company that would undertake to construct the
line, a subvention of 4 per cent, on £6,000 per
mile. It appears, after a lapse of a year, that no
company is willing to undertake the work, unless

the Government will build the bridge over the
Avon—that bridge is estimated to cost £40,000.
The cost of the Annapolis road, at £6,000 per
mile, will amount to £50,000—if that is capital-

ized at the same rate of four per cent—it will give

£20,400 annual interest to be paid by the Pro-
vince.

Then again, take the cost of bridging the Avon

—

the hon. leader ofthe Opposition undertook to ques-
tion the accuracy of the estimate—but the only
means ofjudging, was from the report of the En-
gineer, and he did not think that the Government
had any motive or desire to conceal from the coun-
try the real cost of the work—the interest at six

per cent upon the cost—as estimated by the Engi-
neer, will be £2,400 a year.

Itappears that Mr. Leversey on behalf of the In-
ternational Contract Company, has offered to con-
struct the road to the borders of New Brunswick,
provided the Government, or the City of Halifax,
take stoGk to the amount of £100,000. The Gov-
ernment, probably looking at all points of the po-
litical horizon, have come to the conclusion that
they can manage to get the city to assume that
amount of stock. He (Mr. T.) was not going to

discuss that question just then—but he thought it

would be wise before they passed any law to make
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the city liable, that they should have the agree-
ment drawn up and the bond signed. He be-
lieved that if the proper papers had been signed
by the properly constituted authorities, there would
have been no difficulty—but the members of the
City Council felt that they were not bound by any
loose expressions or pledges made by some persons
at a public meeting in the Temperance Hall, and
which never had been ratified by any resolution of

the City Council. These are the views of many of

the members of the City Council, whether correct

or not he was not prepared to say. If the city of

Halifax, took stock to the extent of £100,000, she

would receive from the Province four per cent. If

the Province took it—they would have to pay 2
per cent more. All these sums added together,

would give a total annual liability of $578,700,
which the Province would have to pay after the

whole of these works were completed—representing

a debt of $9,645,000 ;
but this of course would

not accrue at once, but would be spread over

a number of years. This appeared a pretty

large debt for a population of about 350,000
people, amounting to about $1.65 per head.

Mr. LeVesconte.—Have you taken into con-

sideration, that the Province only guarantees the

amount for 20 years, and that it will not be a per-

manent debt.

Mr. Tobin perfectly understood that the liabili-

ty would cease at the end of twenty years—on the

extension to Annapolis, and New Brunswick.
Mr. LeVesconte.—It does not require as much

money to capitalize a sum for 20 years, as if it was
for ever. He thought the hon. member had made
this mistake.

Mr. Tobin had made no mistake whatever.

He had also included the St. Peter’s Canal in

his calculations, which he had put down at $125,-
000. He had also taken the trouble to make an-

other little estimate of the indireet advantages

which had been derived from the construction of

the two short lines of railroad to Windsor and
Truro. He found upon looking over the returns

of 1863 that there were 110,137 passengers carried

over the road and 56,471 tons offreight—9,784 free

passengers and 1,192 had season tickets—then

take into consideration the time saved in travell-

ing—a farmer leaving Windsor for Halifax by the

old route, would have to stop at the various places

of call on the road, each one costing him some-

thing, and by the time he had completed his busi-

ness to Halifax, it would be several days before he

could get home again—whereas now by the rail-

road, he could transact all his business and be

back in two days.

He put down time saved at $99,161—saving in

freight as compared with the cost of transporta-

tion over the ordinary road at $282,355—free pas-
sengers must have saved in time—at the rate of

$2 each $19,568—season tickets, these are chiefly

used by parties who have opened up a number of

works along the line, such as slate quarries

—

powder mills—ice houses—he would put down the

direct advantages to the parties at $5 each, which

would amount to $5,960—then add the amount
of net proceeds received according to the Com-
missioners report, $149,647—42 making a total of

$556,718,42-100 while the "amount of interest,

the Province will be liable for,after the completion

of the entire lines, will only be $578,700. There-

fore, in view of these calculations, he thought it

would be the best thing to go on with these works,
even if we had to run some risk. It was true that

the obligations they were about to assume were
heavy, but he believed that the revenue and re-

sources of the county would increase to such an
extent as to meet every liability that they were
about to incur.

No one could deny but that it would be a great

advantage to this country, to have direct railway

communication with the whole continent of Am-
erica, and if New Brunswick has determined to

construct her line to the borders, it surely was
the duty as well as the interest ofNova Scotia to

connect with her, and thus open communication
with Canada and the United States of America.

It was well known that people who travelled

abroad, had a great repugnance to sea voyages,

and no doubt if these lines of railroad were com-
pleted, travellers from Canada, New Brunswick,
and the United States, would come to Halifax, to

take passage to Europe, and thus increase the

passenger traffic and consequently the remunera-
tive qualities of the road.

They had all been accustomed for years to

build great hopes upon the construction of the

Intercolonial Railroad. For his part he must con-

fess that but as a means for the consummation ofa

Union of the Colonies he had no great faith in it.

As a commercial speculation it would be years be-

fore it could pay. As a national work however
it was a matter of great importance, and as a

means of transporting mails and passengers it

would be exceedingly valuable. At present the

mails and passengers have to be transported

through Boston by sufferance. Suppose any distur-

bance should take place between England and the

United States and that should happen in mid-

winter, and it would be necessary to land the

mails and passengers, it would take ten or twelve

days to transport them over land to Canada
Unless this line is continued, and the contem-

plated union takes place, he had serious doubts

whether Canada would long remain in her present

position as a province of British America. She

must have an outlet to the sea He read a

speech the other day of Sir Etienna Tache in which

he said, that unless aerostatic science was

more fully developed, Canada could not reach

the sea by ballooning. However, it is quite certain

she cannot remain much longer in her present

position. He could not help regretting that Nova
Scotia and New B unswick should be so unpatrio-

tic in a matter of such national and paramount im-

portance as this, as to talk about dollars and

cents, that they should be so unpatriotic to the

mother country who had spent so mueh for their

defence, as to refuse to make even a small sacrifice

for the purpose of helping her to maintain her

power on this contienent.

He must confess that his views rather went with

the member for Yarmouth in his idea that the

Government ought to retain the control over the

trunk line to New Brunswick, but if there was
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any doubt as to whether New Brunswick would

build her line to the border, it there was any dan-

ger of any difficulty occurring, he was willing to

agree to this proposition, rather than run the risk

of the line not being built.

On the subject of the Intercolonial railroad he

would say that if built by the United Provinces,

even if it remained unremunerative for a while,

it would not bear too heavily upon the revenue,

because when all our revenues are combined we
would be in a better position to> bear the burden

than we are now. All the revenues would go into

the common treasury, the public works would be

of such a nature that the combined means of all

the Provinces would be sufficient to sustain them.

It appeared to him surprising that hon. gentlemen

in discussing the question, appeared to think that

Nova Scotia was always going to be Nova Scotia,

they forgot that they would all be British Ameri-

cans—*all our people would be associated together

for business purposes, with one code of laws, one

currency, one system of custom duties. *

But he would not say any more at present,

about the union of the colonies The hon gentle-

man concluded by recapitulating the advantage

Nova Scotia wou’d derive from the extension of

railway communication, if providently and econo-

mically carried out

Mr. Miller said, he did not intend, ..at that

period of the session, to weary the house with
any lengthened remarks upon the subject

then under discussion. The resolution before

the house proposes to grant from the public
treasury, as a free gift for the next twenty
years, the sum of four per cent, on $40,000 a
mile to a company to complete railway con-

nection between Truro and Moncton, and the

further sum of four per cent, on $24,000 per
mile to extend the railway from Windsor to

Annapolis, not including the Avon bridge.

This resolution will, therefore, add to the bur-
thens of the country about $23 000 for the next
twenty years.

It would be in the recollection of the house
that when this question was brought up last

year, and the subvention resolution was moved
by the Provincial Secretary, he ( Mr. M.) moved
a resolution, by way of amendment, to this

effect :

—

“ Whereas, The revenue of this Province is now
burthened with a liability of about £60,000 annually
for interest on the .money invested in our existing

lines of railway.
And whereas, The Act of this Session, providing for

the construction of the line to Pictou, will entail a
further chaige of at least £25,000 annually.

Therefore resolved, That it is unwise, at the present
time, to pledge the public credit to the extent re-

quired by the resolution before the House.”

That amendment, he regretted to say, was
lost by a large majority, and by the votes of
many whose duty it was to have sustained it.

It was true, that the impression prevailed at
the time, whether rightly founded or not, that
although the subvention for the Annapolis
line was included in the original resolution,

there was no serious intention of carrying it

into effeet
;
and some of those who voted for it

might have been influenced by that idea.

Whether that was a sufficient excuse for

the action of any hon. gentleman upon a
question of such magnitude as this, was
not for him to say. If any such consider-

ations controlled the votes of anyg members
of the house last year, he trusted such would
not be the case on the present occasion,
and that the people’s representatives would
consider well the consequences that would
flow from the vote they were about to give—

a

vote which must add enormously to the taxa-
tion of the country. When he looked at the
conduct of the gentlemen who were now con-
ducting the government of this country—when
he observed the reckless extravagance of their
general policy, and contrasted it with their
retrenchment pledges, and the course they
pursued a few years ago, -when in opposition

—

especially with regard to railways, he was in-
clined to look with much suspicion and dis-
trust upon their present action on this subject.
What had produced a change so startling and
extreme? If the government then in power
had endeavoured to fasten upon the resources
of the province the liability which is now
sought to be imposed, those gentlemen would
have raised a howl of indignation throughout
the whole country. He was curious, there-
fore, to enquire into the causes which
had let to this sudden change of policy.
To his mind there was only one satisfactory
solution of the inconsistency of the adminis-
tration, and their apparent desire to plunge
the country inextricably into debt. They
all knew that the members of the present
government were heart and soul wrapped
up in carrying to a successful termination the
confederation of the British North American
provinces, and that hitherto the most powerful
argument used by the opponents of that mea-
sure was the increased taxation it would in-
volve, and the necessity of raising our tariff
from ten to twenty per cent. Now, if they
succeed in embarrassing the finances of the
country, if they succeed in burthening our
resources with the enormous debt the resolu-
tion on the table of the house will entail, so as
to compel us to increase the taxation of the
people by doubling our tariff, they, at the same
time do away with one of the principle objec-
tions to their pet scheme of confederation. It
was hard to fathom the motives of these gen-
tlemen, but it was clear they were not govern-
ed by a prudent regard to the best interests of
the country. Perhaps, also, a desire to secure
the political favor of one or two western
counties has something to do with the ex-
tension to Annapolis. These were the
only motives that suggested themselves to
his mind for the reckless course the govern-
ment were now pursuing on this question*
When this subject was discussed last session
he had endeavored, feebly no doubt, but to the
best of his ability, to urge his views against
the policy then under consideration, because
he keenly felt its injustice to those he repre-
sented. All he could say then had no effect in
deterring hon. gentlemen from the headlong
course of extravagance they seemed deter-
mined to pursue, and he supposed anything he
might say now would be equally useless and
unavailing. He did not intend to go into fi-

nancial matters, which had been so ably treat-
ed by the learned leader of the Opposition

—

but he thought that any one who listened to
the arguments of that hon. member— with a
sincere desire to arrive at a correct conclusion
—could not fail to be convinced of the correct-
ness of the views he enunciated, and the wis-
dom of the course he advocated. That hon.
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gentleman, with his usual ability had so clear-

ly justified the attitude of opposition he had
assumed to this resolution, and shown it to be
the duty of every man who regarded, the cre-

dit and welfare of the country to oppose it, that
it was unnecessary to go over the same ground.
He could not, however, refrain from alluding
to the impropriety of the course pursued by
the government, in delaying the consideration
of this important question—the most impor-
tant, financially, that had engaged the atten-

tion of the house—until this late period ot the
session, when some of the members had re-

turned to their homes, and there was no pro-
bability of its receivingthat attention its im-
portance demanded. Too much of the busi-

ness of the house was done in that way. On
the subject of railway extension, he would say
that if the province was justified at all in

entering upon any further expenditure, the
line to the borders ofNew Brunswick, to con-
nect with the railway system of the United
States, should be the first to receive conside-
ration, aud he was not prepared to say if that
had been proposed by itself, whether it would
have received his opposition, provided he
could be convinced the country could bear
the burthen of its construction with-
out injury to other important services.

But there certainly conld be no doubt that the
finances of this province would not admit of

the construction of both lines at the same time
even il they were admitted to be necessary to

the public convenience. With regard to the
Annapolis line he could only look up it as an
accomodation to one or two counties at the ex-
pense of the whole province. Party necessity
or political expediency might secure its con-
struction, but those who helped to place this

liability on their constituents would yet have
to meet a day of reckoning. The Finl. Sec.
endeavoured to shew in supporting the Rail-
way policy of the government that certain ser-

vices could be cut down, some of them of the
most vital consequence to the country. Thus
admitting that we must hereafter either lose

our public grants or be more heavily taxed.
He thought that if there was no other reason
for opposition if the Finl. Secy, was obliged to

admit that he could not expect to meet this

expenditure, without depriving them of some
of the most essential services the province re-

quired, that of itself ought to be sufficient

reason to deter gentlemen from voting for this

resolution, and he begged them to be warned
in time. He had promised not to make any
lengthy observations and he should not do so.

He had risen principally to make these expla-
nations in consequence of the position he
had taken last year, and because the re-

marks he then made had not been reported.
He would ask gentlemen from all parts of the
province, and particularly these representing
the more remote sections, whether they were
prepared to assume the enormous liability

this resolution proposes,—a liability which
would cramp our resources, and weigh upon
the industry and energies of our people for

the next twenty years. He for one was not pre-
pared to do so

;
and in voting against the reso-

lution he considered he was acting with a due
regard to the interests of the whole province,
and those especially who had elected him as
their representative. The adoption of this

policy, it was admitted, would lead either to

the increase of the tariff or the reduction of

those grants which! have been always cons
dered essential to the interests of the country.
Their constituents might not complain until
they experienced that result; but when rail-
way interest had absorbed all the revenue,
and nothing was left for roads, schools, navi-
gation securities, or other services, gentlemen
around these benches would then hear their
reproaches. Instead of diminishing the grants
to these sources as intimated by the Financial
Secretary, he contended they should be in-
creased from year to year with the increasing
wants of the coufttry. In that view of the case,
then, he did not think it was wise or prudent,
but on the contrary Jhe most reckless folly, to
incur this heavy expenditure. He would be
ashamed to show himself among the people of
Cape Breton, who are already so largely taxed
for railways in Nova Scotia proper, from which
they derive little benefit, if he voted for this
resolution. He could be guilty of no greater
injustice towards them than to add so largely
to the railway burdens they now so unjustly
bear. In comparison with this question every
other of a financial nature before them tills

winter was simply insignificant, and no small
considerations should influence the course of
gentlemen in regard to it. The hon. member
concluded by referring to the haste with which
this measure was pressed through the house.
It took years before the Pictou railway bill

was placed on the statute book; and here they
were a^sked with scarcely any discussion on
consideration, to pass a measure involving an
annual liability of something like $230,000, in
addition to $360,000 which they would at least
have to pay on the completion of the Pictou
road. He trusted that gentlemen would pause
before they committed themselves to this mea-
sure, and would, at all events, wait until the
Pictou road was completed before they incurred
fresh liabilities—which he was convinced the
province was not at present in a position to
assume.
Mr. Blanchaed said that he did not agree

with the member for Richmond in his idea,

that the government in introducing this mea-
sure were influenced by a desire to assist the
confederation scheme. In his judgment, the
government, by taking this step, had put con-
federation out of the question for at least 20
years to come. When these proposed lines of
railway are completed, the debt of Nova Scotia
will amount to $11,085,000 ;

and if he under-
stood anything about the terms agreed upon
at the Quebec Conference, the Province was
to be admitted into the Union with a debt of
$8,000,000—anything beyond that was to be
borne by the Province individually—and
would have to be raised by direct taxation.
Therefore he could not see that the govern-
ment were serving the best interests oi confe-
deration by the introduction of this measure.
At this late period of the session, when most
of the members had returned to their homes,
and those who remained were not in the
humor to listen to long speeches, he did not
intend to address the house at any very great
length, but he would refer, shortly, to some of
the remarks made by the honourable
Financial Secretary. That honourable gen-
tleman stated that he based his calculations
upon the assumption that the revenue for this

year would be the same, if not larger, than the
last. On a former occasion he (Mr. B.) had
made the assertion that at no time did our
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commercial prospects look more gloomy than
at the present—and he had appealed to the
hon. members for Richmond and Halifax to

say whether he was right. Neither of these
gentlemen had ventured to endorse the state-

ment of the Financial Secretary, because being
engaged in trade themselves they knew his
anticipations of an increased revenue were
without foundation. According to the calcu-
lation of the member for Colchester (Mr. Arch-
ibald) an additional burden of $400,000 a year
will be placed upon the revenues of the pro*
vince by the resolution now under discussion.
The member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin) makes
out that the whole debt will be $11,085,000, and
he calculates the interest at $500,000. How he
arrived at that conclusion he (Mr. B.) was at a
loss to imagine

;
it certainly was not at six per

cent. By his own calculations he made out
the yearly liability to be $665,000 on the debt
as stated by Mr. Tobin, and this, deducting the
present debt, just agrees with Mr. Archibald’s
estimate. He would ask the house whether
they were prepared to assume an additional
liability of $400,000 per annum for twenty
years) to come? If the Financial Secretary
can demonstrate that the financial condition
of the country will bear that enormous burden,
lie should be surprised indeed. How, he would
ask, could the members for Cape Breton go
back to their constituents and justify them-
selves for voting for this resolution which will
put £20,000 additional every year upon them.
The great cry in that island always had been
that Nova Scotia swallowed up the whole
revenue, and did not return to Cape Breton a
fair share of what she contributed. He for one
could not go back to his constituents and tell

them that he had consented to put £20,000
more upon them to build a railroad to Monc-
ton and Annapolis. The hon. member for
Victoria (Mr. 0. J. Campbell) denounced the
resolution introduced last year, in the strong-
est manner, in pretty much the same terms as
he was then doing; but the resolution of last
year sank into utter insignificance when com-
pared with those now on the table. When it

was considered that the Pictou railroad was
going to cost £100,000 more than was antici-
pated when it was commenced, he did not
envy the man who undertook to justify to the
people of this country the increased expendi-
ture which it was proposed to make. He
would be the last man to say, that upon
every public question, a representative
was to be bound and influenced solely
by the views of his constituents. It was
his duty to regard the interests of the whole
country, but still, in a question of this kind, it

was proper that he should consider whether
he was justified in imposing this additional
burden upon them. Any one who took the
trouble to look into the statistics on the sub-
ject will find that Cape Breton paid into the
revenue, for loyalty on coal, $29,000, being ten
thousand dollars more than Nova Scotia pro-
per, and yet this money is to be expended for
the construction of a railroad to the western
part of the province. The Finl. Sec’y appear-
ed to think that the large expenditure which
is going on in Cape Breton will tend to in-
crease the revenue. He (Mr. B.) did not think
that there was much in that argument. If any
reduction took place in the price of agricultural
roductionn, she would lose more than could
e made up in that respect. Cape Breton sent

to market, in 1863, a million of pounds of but-
ter; upon that article alone, if the price re-

mains as it is, which is about one half of what
it was a short time ago, she will lose $125,000.

The advantages derived from the expenditure
of capital in Cape Breton will be more than
counterbalanced by the loss she will sustain
in the price of agricultural productions. The
Finl. Sec’y admits that we will incur a liability

of $323,000. Now he would ask the house to
look these figures in the face. He would ask
the members for Cape Breton if they were
prepared to assume a liability of $323,000 in
addition to the sum already borne by the re-

venue?
The Pro. Sec. says the tariff must be increas-

ed in order to provide for the increased expen-
diture upon the public works. What a com-
mentary upon the course pursued by that hon.
gentleman a few years ago. The government
then to meet a temporary emergency were
forced to increase the tariff. Did the Financial
Secretary agree to that? On the contrary he
denounced the government and appealed to

the country with the cry that this reckless and
extravagant government, instead of retrench-
ing their expenses, were going to increase the
burdens of the people by adding to the duties
they would have to pay. He and those asso-
ciated with him succeeded in frightening the
people for the time, andffie attained the object
he had in view. But what did he propose to
do now—instead of carrying out the retrench-
ment he then advocated, he proposes to add
this additional burden of $323,000 a year to our
present liabilities and to increase the tariff as
well. He also sa'd that there were certain
public services which will not require the as-
sistance they now receive; and first of all he
proposes to reduce the grant for navigation
securities from $49,000 to $5,000. If the people
of this province will agree to that reduction he
(Mr. B.) would be much astonished. Then
again he said the St. Peter’s Canal would be
finished and that expenditure would be saved.
He was at a loss to know how that could be
the case. That work would certainly not be
completed before this liability would accrue.
It was rather singular that the Financial Se-
cretary, in his present retrenchment scheme,
should have hit upon the same figures as the
hon. Provincial Secretary used a few years
ago

;
or, at all events, should have arrived at

the same result. He is going to save $80,000 a
year—just as the hon. Provincial Secretary in-

tended to do before he got into office
;
but the

tables are turned now—he has got into power
and not a word is heard about reducing the
salaries of public officers. His plan now is to
reduce the grant to navigation securities and
other important services.
Hon. Finl. Sec.—1The*only reduction pro-

posed is with respect to those grants which
will terminate in this present session.
Mr. Blamhakd—1Then the idea appears to

have been to get as much as possible this ses-
sion, so that none will be wanted next year.
He agreed entirely with the member for Ha-
lifax (Mr. Tobin) in his remarks as to the ad-
vantages of railway extension, but he did not
agree with him in some of the calculations he
had made—when he talked about the saving
that was effected by railroad travel, and put it

down at a dollar a day—he forgot that many
of these passengers did not go further than the
four mile honse, or to Bedford—and it could not
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be said of them that they savbd that much. The
Hon Finl. Sec. undertook to prove that the
member for Colchester was wrong in his state-
ment that a larger expenditure would be re-
quired for the future, for the maintenance of
the railroads, than had been necessary in the
past. Upon referring to the returns he found
that the cost of maintenance had been steadily
increasing year by year. He would be the
last person to alarm people as to the state of
the railroads, but every body knew that every
year the roads necessarily became more worn
out, and required repair. In 1861, the cost of
maintenance amounted to $34,000; in 1862,
$37,000. In ’63, $47,000, and in the nine months
of 1864 $50,000. He did not wish to detain the
House much longer, but he would give them a
few figures shewing what Cape Breton would
have to pay towards the railway system
of Nova Scotia. She would be required to
pay one-fifth of the whole debt—or $128,000.
The hon. member for Halifax talked about
mud roads as if they were of no consequence
at all. If he represented a country constitu-
ency he would find it a matter of a little more
importance then he seemed to think it now.
He is only willing to give us $100,000 for what
he calls mud roads, but is perfectly ready to
vote $556,000 a year for iron roads. Now he
(Mr. B.) would yield to no man, in his opinion
as to the importance of railroads to a country,
but if they were only to be obtained by sacrifi-

cing the common roads which were of so much
importance to the great mass of the people he
would be inclined to pause, before incurring
any greater liability. At all events he could
not see how any one could doubt the propriety
of adopting the course proposed by the mem-
ber for Colchester, to wait for a twelve month,
and see how affairs looked then, we would
then be able to ascertain how much the Pictou
road was actually going to cost. At present that

was uncertain. He had had a conversation
with contractors who had been employed on
the Truro road and they laughed at the idea of
its being built for two millions of dollars. Un-
der these circumstances as a member of the
house, and a representative from Cape Breton
he was not prepared to authorize the enormous
expenditure contemplated by the resolution
before the house and he should vote against
them.

Friday, April 21.

The adjourned debate on the railwvy reso-

lution was resumed.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said—I do not intend to

address the house at any very great length
upon this question, but I cannot allow the ob-
servations of the hon. leader of the opposition
to pass unanswered* This is a subject with
which every gentleman in this house is so well
acquainted, that I think it is hardly necessary
to direct attention back /for the last eleven
ears in order to ascertain the policy of the
ouse on the subject of railways. The idea of

building a railroad to Annapolis dates as far

back as 1854, when the country was led to be-
lieve that fbr a million of money they were
going to have railway communication from
Halifax to the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the
one hand, and the waters of the Bay of Fundy
on the other. In fact, in all discussions upon
the subject, the people were educated up to

the belief that for the small amount I have

named, the points referred to could be reached.
The experience of a few years, however, soon
dissipated that idea; and although the policy
has partially failed for want of means, yet the
house remained pledged to carry on these im-
portant works so soon as the finances of the
country would admit. It was, therefore, no
new policy that the government introduced
last year, but one that was initiated and ap-
proved of years ago. Such, then, being the
case, it is not for us now to consider the cor-
rectness or incorrectness of the idea. The
country at that time was divided upon the
question of building railways. Some thought
it inadvisable to embark in the enterprise at
all; some were in favor of their being built by
government; whilst others—and they formed a
large section of this house and of the country
—were in favor of their construction by private
companies under legislative subventions.
Those who were opposed altogether to rail-

roads formed but a small class in the country,
and I am happy to find that one of the repre-
sentatives of that section has at length given
in his adhesion to the system, and approves of
their construction under the policy first inau-
gurated. As to whether that is the best sys-
tem or not it is unnecessary to advert in the
present discussion

;
that question was settled

last year, and nothing has since occurred to
alter the position of affairs. The only point,
then, that now arises for consideration is the
question as to whether the finances of the pro-
vince are in a condition to warrant the con-
struction of these works in the modified form
proposed by the resolution now before the
house.
There are many considerations to be thought

of in connection with this subject, but the (pa-
ramount one is to keep up the credit of the
country and to maintain inviolate the good
faith of the province. If we can do this, then
I think we are warranted in going on with
these works. In the consideration o i this ques-
tion I intend principally to refer to the opposi-
tion given to it by the hon. member for South
Colchester (Mr. Archibald) and to the course
he has thought proper to pursue

;
and I cannot

avoid saying that the position taken by that
hon. gentleman, in regard to one or two other
important subjects to which he had been pre-
viously committed, has rather astonished me.
In regard to the School Bill, for instance, no
one was more thoroughly committed to that
measure by his action last session than the
hon. gentleman

;
in fact, he went even further

than the views of the government on the sub-
ject; while this year he has adopted a policy
totally inconsistent with the course he then
pursued. I think that hon. gentleman ought
to have more regard for the position he occu-
ies as leader or the opposition than to come
ere, as he did yesterday, and, in relation to

this question, admit that he had made such
ross mistakes in his calculations; and my
on. friend the Financial Secretary was quite

justified in the remark that it was highly cul-

pable in one occupying his position to found
arguments upon a subject to which he confess-
ed he had not given that consideration which
its importance demanded. He has given evi-

dence upon other occasions, of his power to

sift and analyze financial statements; and
there is no doubt that, if he had had the incli-

nation, he was quite competent to ascertain

what amount the government had in hand at
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the end of last year. In charging the fgovern-

inent with falsifying the public accounts, he
evidently tried very hard to manufacture a
mountain out ot a molehill. He knew very
well, or ought to have known, that in the sum
represented as being in the treasury at the end
of the year there was not included the amount
due by parties holding province notes, and
those indebted to the savings’ bank, amounting
to over $S0,000. There was no mystery about
the matter. If he had given proper attention

to the subjept, he would have seen that the

statements he made were grossly inaccurate,

and with the evidence before him, it is perfect-

ly inexplicable to me how he could have done
80 .

I have taken a few notes of his speech, and
shall endeavour to point out the inaccuracies
with which it abounds. In the first place he
assumed that it would be necessary to provide
for one-half of the whole cost of the Pictou
railroad this year. Now we have provided
$30,000 for interest this year, which is about
one-third of the interest of the whole sum re-

quired, while it is calculated that not more
than a fourth will be wanted, and therefore
that little over a fourth of the whole cost will

be required this year. Then, again, the leader
of the Opposition has undertaken to state that
the St. Peter’s Canal will cost at least $200,000.

I am at a loss to know where he got the data
for his calculations, or whether he is more
qualified to judge than those who were employ-
ed for that purpose

;
but all I can say is that he

differs widely from the engineer who was em-
ployed to survey it, and whose report is upon
the table, showing the estimated cost to be at
the farthest $170,000 and that the specification
requiring only $130,000 is the one adopted.
The hon. gentleman also referred to other

public works, and put down the interest on the
Pictou road at $150,000, the Moncton road at
$141,000, and strange to say, although he had
the same reasons for exaggeration as regards
the Annapolis railroad, he had put the interest
for that line down at $5,000 less that it really
would be according to the proposals on the
table. In order then to raise the amount he
puts down the interest on the St. Peter’s Canal,
at $12,000. He has, therefore, made a mistake
in his calculations of $30,000 a year in the in-

terest on the Pictou road, and $22,000 on the
Moncton road.
Now, however much we may be inclined to

give the hon. gentleman credit for skill as a
financier in the case of the St. Peter’s Canal,
he can hardly be imagined to know more than
the Engineer who bored every rod, and made
his calculations from actual experiments. We
are driven, therefore, to the conclusion that the
hon. gentleman founded a great many of his
assertions upon mere assumption, without the
slightest particle of proof.
The hon. gentleman, amongst other things,

alluded to the Shubenacadie Canal, and seems
to have based his calculations as to the cost of
St. Peter’s upon the expenditure incurred upon
that work. Now, we all know the history o£
that unfortunate canal, and the causes of its

failure, but I am at a loss to perceive how any
comparison can be instituted between a work
of such magnitude as that, and a canal of half
a mile long. And so with the Welland Canal.
It is well known that the reason why that cost
so much was because it was turned into a ship
canal, instead ofa boat canal,as at first intended.

37

The hon. leader of the opposition made ano-
ther singular statement to which I shall allude

for a moment. He said that the issue ofdeben-
tures for the construction of the road to Monc-
ton would depreciate the value of those already
issued. How this can be I am at a loss to-ima-

gine. We all know that the debentures that

are already sold have the first claim upon the

revenues of the Province and take precedence
over all others. How, then, can they be affect-

ed by those subsequently issued? He knows
yery well that a second mortgage does not taka
priority over the first.

The hon. gentleman said that in New Bruns-
wick western extension received the most fa-

vor, and that no provision would be made to

build their line to the borders. I tell him that

the line to the borders has been secured, and
that an undertaking has been entered into be-

tween the Government of New Brunswick and
contractors to build their portion of the line, so

soon as Nova Scotia makes arrangements to

connect with it. I take it for granted the in-

coming Government will not repudiate the
agreement of their predecessors.
The hon. gentleman charged the Govern-

ment with withholding Mr. Livesey’s offer

made in November, because they had an elec-

tion to run in the West. I tell him that when
the Government got the House to adoj)t this

policy last year they intended to carry it out

in good faith. They felt it their duty then,

as they feel it now, to get the road to An-
napolis built upon the best terms they could.

They have never failed to do their duty to the

West, whenever the opportunity offered, and it

is with that view that the present resolutions

have been introduced.
The hon. member for Colchester drew a fear-

ful picture of the ruin that was going to over-
whelm the country. He said that the price of
goods was going to fall to such an extent as to

reduce the revenue and diminish our resources.
Now, sir, I do not agree with him at all. I do
not think that the fall in the price of cottons is

going to have so much effect upon the revenue.
For several years past the price of this article

has been so great, that the majority of the peo- 1

pie were beginning to dispense with fits use,

and to substitute other articles for it, so that
the consumption of cotton goods has not been
so great of late years as formerly. I hold,
therefore, that if the price of cotton does fall,

that from the increased quantity that will be
imported, the amount of duties, instead of de-
creasing, will increase for the first year or two.
The question to be considered, however, is

not so much as to the revenue of this year as
to how these considerations would affect us in
two years’ time when this liability will accrue.
It is our duty, then, to take a more expansive
view of the subject, and endeavor, as far as
possible, to ascertain what position we would
be in, in a few years’ time. If we contrast our
present position with that of a few years back
we have every reason to be encouraged—our
revenues have trebled since the railway sys-
tem has been commenced, and there is every
reason to believe that with increased facilities

in that respect they will continue to increase
in a large ratio.

A few years ago gold was discovered in this
Province, and, as was the case in most coun-
tries, it proved a bad speculation to most of
those who rashly entered into it. But of late
the position of affairs has changed: a number



290 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

of capitalists have come into the country, and
by the application of science, and skill, and
means, very different results have been produ-
ced. Then, again, look at our coal mining in-

terests, and the large amount of capital recent-
ly brought into the country to develop this im-
portant branch of industry. Everything in
the way of capital brought into a country helps
the agricultural and laboring classes, and in-

creases the general prosperity, and conse-
quently increases the revenu3.

. But it is said that a commercial crisis is go-
iug to take place in the United States, and that
the business of this country is in an unsettled
state. If a crisis does arrive (and I see no rea-

son to anticipate it,) we, at all events will be
in a better position to meet it than a country
like the United States, over head and ears in
debt. But I see no necessity for indulging in
such a gloomy view of affairs. Looking at the
increasing prosperity of the country, arising
from the causes to which I have referred, I
think there can be no doubt that we can afford
to provide $313,000 for railway interest, without
interfering with the ordinary services of the
country. The hon. member for Colchester
seemed to doubt whether the expenditure of
money for railway purposes was of any benefit
to a country.
Mr. Akchibald—

I

did not say that.

Hon. Atty. Gen.—I do not wish to misrepre-
sent the hon. gentleman, but he certainly said
it was not calculated to increase the revenue.
I ask him whether he was serious? Does he
not know that the increased labor which the
construction of these public works brings into a
Country necessitates the consumption of a lar-

ger quantity of articles upon which duty is le-

vied—that in proportion to the number of the
non-producing class will be the increased con-
sumption of goods, and consequent increase of
revenue. I hold, then, that the various enter-
prises now going on in this country are going
largely to increase the importation of dutiable
goods. Smuggling from the United States will

be rendered impossible in consequence of the
high rate of duties which will be kept upon
goods in that country, and the trade will be
largely with Europe for years to come, and the
chances of smuggling in that proportion dimi-
nished. I, therefore, come to the conclusion
that there is not the slightest grounds for the
danger apprehended by the hon. leader of the
Opposition as to the falling off of the revenue.
He endeavored to show that we could not ex-
pect any beneficial effect upon our revenues
from the construction of railroads, because du-
ring the years that the present lines were in

course of construction no sensible increase was
produced. But that is not a fair comparison.
From 1855 to 1858 but a small section of the
road was open—only about 9 miles—and it

could not be expected that any advantages
would be felt until the system had had a fair

trial, and the people had begun to appreciate
the convenience and benefits of railroad com-
munication; still I contend that the expendi-
ture of the money itself had a beneficial effect

upon the revenues of these years.
The hon. leader of the Opposition endeavor-

ed to give as unfavorable an account as he pos-
sibly could of the present condition of our rail-

roads, and tried to make us believe that they
were nearly worn out. It is true that some
ortions of the road have worn, but they have
een renewed, and are as good as new, and,

with some trifling exceptions, it is in as good
a condition as it ever was. And I have good
authority for saying that it is likely to last for
eight years more with but little expense beyond
a little ordinary wear and tear. The most of
expense incurred for the last few years has
been for fencing and renewing sleepers—the
rails and chairs are as good as ever, and will
last for years longer, and the rolling stock has
been completely renovated. I think, then, that
the facts will not bear out the hon. gentleman
in the gloomy picture he has drawn.
The next tiling he endeavored to do was to

show that the revenue for this year would pro-
bably fall short of th&t of last year by 200,000
dollars. I ask him upon wdiat foundation he
rests his statement? If that be true, then the
estimate laid upon the table by the Financial
Secretary is erroneous, and ought not to have
been adopted by The house. He begun by
stating that the December quarter of 1864 was
short by 63,000 dollars of the corresponding
quarter of 1863, and he stated that that was
the largest quarter of the year.

I find upon referring to the returns that the
amount received iu that quarter of 1863 was
$303,123 and in 1864 $413,164. I do not know
how he undertakes to make his calculations, if

not by comparing one quarter with another. If
he takes one month of one year and compares
it with that of another, that is not the fair way
of treating the subject, as the arrival of the
fall or spring stocks may be thrown into one
month or another, or even into a different

uarter by the accident of a few days in the
ate of arrival. Now sir I shall endeavour to

shew that instead of their being any probabil-

ity of a falling off in 1865 there is every pros-
pect of an increase. The December quarter
which belongs to this year has produced $413,-

164, and the March quarter $129,820 making
for the first half of 1865 $542,936. From
that date we may fairly assume that
the July and September quarters will not
fall short sufficient to absorb the large surplus
for the two past quarters. What ground then
I ask has the hon. gentleman for assuming
that there will be a decrease of $200,000, when
the two first quarters show an increase of $123,-

793, and more than this 1 have the best reason
for knowing that the month of April this year
will show a surplus of $20,000 over that of last.

Now then let any one compare the statement
of both of us, and see where the facts would
place the decision. I shall now call the atten-

tion of the house for a moment to a financial

statement I hold in my hand, and which I
think will convince any one that we are in a
good condition to undertake the construction
of these works. It is well known that the road
grant this year is unusually large—$264,000

—

while the largest regular appropriation ever be-

fore made for that service was $160,000. We
cau then take this $104,000 of extra grant, and
still appropriate the largest sum ever given in

any previous year towards the ordinary road
and bridge service of the country. We can
give the usual grant for navigation securities

—we can provide for the St. Peters Canal, and
the extension of the Lunatic Asylum, as well
as all the other public services, including the

largely increased School grant, and we can
provide for the railways also.

Taking then the Extra Koad Grant this year. $104,000

Add Extra Grant this year for Navigation
Securities 39,000
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Add Interest of Pictou Railway provided
for in the Estimate. 30,000

Add for increase ot Revenue for the present
Lines 150,000

Add increase of Casual Revenue 50,000
“ increase of General Revenue three years
hence $60,000, average annual increase.. . 180,000

And we have a total of $543,000

Which we may reasonably calculate to have
of increase of means to meet the liabilities for

the Pictou Branch and the two lines now un-
der consideration. The hon. leader of the op-
position said that the net revenue of the rail-

ways for 1863 was $22,000, and that of 1864 only
$1,000 more and he argued from that that we
could not expect a larger increase. His state-

ment only included three quarters of the past
year and I have reason to know that the nett
revenue will come up to $35,000 this year in-

stead of $28,000 as stated by him. I have also
abundant evidence to p^ove that the sum of
$15,000 was expended in repairs last year
which might more properly have been done
this year, so that the cost of maintenance this

year will be lessened by that amount. Then
again when we consider the increased accom-
modation that will be afforded to the travelling
public by the construction of these two ad-
ditional lines, and the increased traffic that
will result, I think we have every reason to
anticipate in three years hence a revenue of
$150,000 as against the interest we will be then
first called upon to pay. Then as regards the
casual revenue, I think in view of the exten-
sive mining operations in Cape Breton and
elsewhere, I am largely within bounds in put-
ting down an increase of $50,000 and double
that sum would be nearer the true estimate.
Now, sir, I have endeavoured to give the reason
why I anticipate an increase of the revenue, .

and to show that the gloomy forebodings of the
hon. leader of the opposition are totally un-
founded. But I shall refer him to the finan-
cial statement’of his own finance minister (Mr.
Annand) and

J

show that they are directly at
issue. [Mr. H. here read in corroboration] of
his statement.]
I shall also read an extract from the speech

of that same hon. gentleman upon a different
subject, (Confederation,) and although I may
not approve of the object for which the calcu-
lations were used, it matters not if the figures
are correct. Mr. Annand, in his speech at
Temperance Hall, went into calculations to
prove that we were able to build all the Rail-
ways in question without any additional taxa-
tion. After referring to statements of Mr.
Jones, proving the same position, he says:
The present total Provincial expenditure under

the estimate of 1864, including interest,
Amounts to $1,222,365
Supplementary Estimate 5,811
Pictou Railway 120,000
Subsidy to Annapolis Railway, 60 miles, £6-
000 per mile, at 4 per cent., 20 years 86,800

Sudsidy to Railway from Truro to N.B. Fron-
tier, 70 miles, £10,000 per mile, at 4 per
cent. 20 years 112,000

$1,546,566
Add for Militia 78,000

$1,624000
Revenue for 1854, per Esti-
mate $,180,000

Gain on Gold fields in 1864 15,000
“ Casual Revenue, 1864 10,000
“ Custom and Excise, 1864, 150,000

$1,355,000 1,355,000

Deficiency, $269,566

It will be perceived, then, that under our present
tariff, which is by far the lowest in America, at the
end of the present year the revenue would be suffici-

ent to pay the interest on the Pictou, the Annapolis
and the Intercolonial railway, provide for every pub-
lic service as liberally as in 1864, leaving a deficiency
of only $269,566 to be provided for—[cheers.] Thi?,
too, is assuming that these railways were all now con-
structed, and the entire interest on the outlay pay-
able from the treasury. We have now in hand a sum
of money sufficient to pay the entire interest on the
eost of the Pictou Railway, as well as $55,000 additi-
onal, and this derived from the increase of revenue
in 1864 alone—[cheers.] But as these railways cannot
possibly be all constructed in less than three years
from this date, let us see how we would stand at that
period. 1 find upon examination of the amount of
revenue collected in an average ot five years, from
1858 to 1863, that the mean increase yearly on the to-

tal revenue was $166,369 ! and that on the 10 per cent
advalorem duties alone the average increase was dur-
ing those five years $68,013—[cheers.] Now, sir, j
might take the average of the total revenue, commen-
cing on the 1st of January, 1865, for the next three
years, at $168,339 a year; but as our levenue may fluc-

tuate, 1 take the increase at the very moderate aver-
age ot $60,000, and find that in three years the in-
crease would amount to $180,000 ;

add increased earn-
ings Of present railways, $75,000, and we have $255,-
000 to meet a deficiency of $269 566; and this result,
this startling and astonishing result, may be attained,
let it be recollected and understood, without the im-
position of one farthing additional taxation— [loud
and protracted cheering.]

Now, sir, I have given my own figures as to
the amount of liability we are going to assume
under the resolutions before the house; and X
have given the calculations of the late Finl.
Sec’y (Mr. Annand,) who puts thegross amount
as the interest of the lines from Truro to Pictou,
and New Brunswick and the line to Annapo-
lis down at $313,000 a year, and I have endea-
voured to show, by a fair estimate of our pro-
bable increased revenue in three years hence,
amounting to $543,000, that that liability is with-
in the compass of our resources, and will not
infringe unnecessarily upon any ordinary
public service.
This no doubt is an important question and

it is the duty of every one to give it an atten-
tive consideration. I have endeavoured to
deal with it to the best of my judgment, and if I
have made any mistakes in my calculations I
am ready to correct them if any one can detect
them. I think that this question ought not to
he postponed any longer

;
it is of the utmost

importance to this country that we should con-
nect our Railway system with that of New
Bruuswick, and thus be brought into connec-
tion with the United States and Canada. By
this route we could go to Montreal as quickly
as by the Intercolonial Railway, the only dif?
ference being that in the one case, we would
travel wholly through onr own territory; with
this connection complete the great object
would be attained ofmaking Halifax the near-
est stopping place for all steamers from Europe.
Passengers for Canada and the United States,
after a long sea voyage would prefer taking rail
for their various destinations, rather than em-
bark again by steamer. Besides all this we
must consider the immense amount of traffic

which would he brought from Prince Edward
Island, Cape Breton, and the Eastern Counties,
and" also from Cumberland and the neighbour-
ing Province. Then again the Annapolis road
will be the means of diverting trade which
now finds its outlet at St. John, and will open
up all the rich agricultural counties between
Windsor and Annapolis. The hon. gentleman
concluded by alluding to the advantages de-
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rived from railway extension, as a means of
bringing the people into closer communication
with each other, and of liberalizing their minds
by intercourse with the people of other coun-
tries.

Mr. Lo]srGiiEY said that at that hour of the
evening, and at that late period of the session,
he supposed gentlemen would prefer going to
their homes rather than listen to anything he
might have to say; but he felt that he would
not be doing justice to his own feelings and to
the position he occupied, if he failed to make a
few observations upon the subject under dis-

cussion. The desirability of extending railway
communication east and west had always been
admitted, and it was only a question of time as
to when it should be undertaken. He had
turned his attention to the subject, and he was
repared to show that the country was in a
etter position at present to undertake railway

extension to both the New Brunswick border
and Annapolis, than she was in 1855, when the
Tailway system was inaugurated. At that
time the entire revenue did not exceed £130,000,
while last year it was £330,000. If any gentle-
man would take the trouble to make the calcu-
lation, he would see that we are in a better po-
sition to pay the interest upon the cost of the
whole undertaking contemplated by the reso-
lution before the house, than we were to pay
£60,000 a year in 1855. He had the figures be-
fore him, the accuracy of which could not be
disputed, and to which he would shortly refer.

He estimated the revenue in 1855 to have been
£130,000, and the amount of railwaj debt then
incurred at £60,000 a year. Now it did not re-
quire much argument to prove that we could
better afford to pay £150,000 with our present
revenue, than £60,000 with the revenue of 1855.
What would be the amount of our liability

after the whole works had been constructed?
He put down the cost of the Pictou extension
at £30,000 a year; the extension to the borders
of New Brunswick as £30,000 more; the road
to Anuapolis at £22,000—£142,000 a year in all,

including £60,000 which we now pay, or £11,000
a year less in proportion as compared by the
burden borne by the revenue of 1855.

There were various other considerations that
should not be lost sight of in the discussion of
this question. There v ere various incidental
advantages which the country derived from
the construction of railroads which could not
be estimated in figures—such as the stimulus
given to trade, and the development of our re-

sources induced by the increased facilities those
works afforded. But without referring more
particularly to these at present, he would en-
deavor to show how the amount of annual in-

terest the Province would have to pay was go-
ing to be gradually reduced by the earnings of
the road.
He estimated the nett revenue of the road

this year at £12,000, that deducted from the
whole liability would leave £130,000 annual in-

terest to be paid. When the Pictou line was
opened, of course the paying qualities of the
road between Truro and Halifax would be pro-
portionately increased, and he thought that he
would be safe in putting that down at 2 per
cent, in addition to present receipts, or £12,000
more, reducing interest to £118,000. Then he
assumed that the tenth section of the Pictou
line—between Fisher’s Grant and the coal
fields would not be in operatiou a single year
without paying working expenses and 6 per

cent, interest besides. That reduces the entire
amount of interest to £112,000 a year. He cal-
culated that when the entire lines were comple-
ted, at the expiration of five years, they would
pay at least three per cent- over and above
workiug expenses. These calculations have
reference to construction of the whole by Go-
vernment. It must not be forgotten that in
proportion as the lines were extended so would
the traffic increase with very little additional
cost. The annual interest will then be reduced
in five years after the whole railway system
has been completed to £71 ,000, or only about
£10,000 a year more than the present liability.

The hon. member far Halifax alluded to the
indirect advantages which a country derives
from railroads. He (Mr. L.) had taken pains
to make some calculations on that point, and
he thought that they would be borne out by the
facts.

The net receipts from the railroads last year
amounted to nearly £9,000. He would pause
for a moment, to contrast the position of rail-

way matters in New Brunswick with these of
this country. That Province, with a popula-
tion much less than ours, owes about a million
of dollars more than we do; and then it should
not be forgotten that her tariff is 15£ per cent.,

while ours is only 10—being a difference of
more than 50 per cent. The receipts from their
road, he regretted to say, had fallen off this
year; while our passenger traffic had increased
13,000, with corresponding receipts in traffic

department; and there was every reason to
anticipate a larger revenue this year, from the
increased mining operations in Cape Breton
and other parts of the Province. He would
turn for a moment to some calculations he had
made, based upon the working of the road in
T863, and he thought that they would bear the
strictest scrutiny. He found in that year that
110,137 persons had been carried over the road,
and most of these from extreme points, so that
he would be safe in putting down the time and
cost of travel saved to these persons at a dol-

That would amount to $110,137
There was carried over the road 56,471

tons of freight, saving per ton, $2, 112,942

9,640 horses, at a saving of $1 each, 9,640

5,462 head of horned cattle, at a saving
of $1.50 each, 8,193

19,970 sheep and lambs, at a saving of
20 cents each, 3,994

2,309 calves and pigs, at a saving of
30 cents each. 0,692

$245,598
Gain by rendering valuable -what would
be otherwise useless, 40,000

£71,399, or $285,598
Making the indirect gain of £10,000
more than the interest now paid.
In making these statements he knew that he

should be met by his opponents with the taunt
that all this was very different from the views
and opinions he formerly held. He was pre-
ared to admit that his views on this subject
ad undergone some change. He thought then

that it was a serious undertaking to pledge the
revenues of the Province to the extent of £60,-

000 a year; but now, as we had become involv-
ed in these great public works, it was to the
interests of the people to go on steadily in-

creasing them east and west, until the system
had become perfected and placed in a position
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to tie remunerative. That must he done, either

by the Government or by the aid of capitalists

from abroad. ...
It seemed to him now as it did last winter,

that if we could secure the extension of the

road to Annapolis by an annual subvention of

but little more than £20,000, it would be to the

interest of the Province to do so. He thought
that the west was fairly entitled to this consi-

deration. The members for that section of the

Province had always aided the Eastern mem-
bers in their public works, and he had no hesi-

tation in saying that the vote given by them
last session for the Pictou railroad had not re-

ceived that consideration it deserved. He
thought that the true policy bad been adopted,

then of securing the trade of Prince Edward
Island and the eastern part of the ProAunce.

For the same reasons as to means of making
the roads more remunerative, he justified the

present extension, and he thought he had
shewn by figures that challenged investiga-

tion, that it was clearly within our means to go
on with these works. The hon. gentleman
then alluded to the great saving in the way of

time and freight which this road would afford

to the farmers of the west. How, by the pre-

sent road, it cost $1.20 a hundred weight for

truckage from Windsor to Annapolis, whereas
it could be taken by rail for 25c., thus saving
$19 a ton, and there was also time saved, as he
had shewn, so that in every shape the question
was viewed, whether as regards the direct or
indirect advantages, it must be looked upon as
a great boon to the country. He had made a
few calculations of the position of railway af-

fairs in other countries. He found that the
State! of Massachusetts, with a population of
about 1,400,000, had about the same number of
miles of railway, ox about a mile to every 1000
of population, and their railway debt is about
$55 per head, while ours, estimating our popu-
lation at 250,000, does not exceed $18 per head,
or about one-third as much in proportion as
Massachusetts.
I have made a few estimates of the probable

cost and advantages ofthe Annapolis railway:
Cost of railway to Annapolis, 30 miles, at £6000
per mile £480,000

Interest at 4 per cent 19,200
Cost of bridging the Avon £40,000—
interest at 5 per cent 2,000

£21,000
Probable returns:

Population of Kings, Annapolis, Digby and
Yarmouth say 70,000

Assume that one-half the population of these
counties travel over the road once a year,
and the gain to each $2.. £i7,500

Assume 12,000 tons of freight annually, at a
gain of $2 per ton 6,000

£23,500
Here we have more than the annual cost of

interest at once; but these are far from being
all the advantages that will result. Let us en-
quire the present cost of getting to Halifax, say
from the centre ofAnnapolis, and as the dis-
tance is extended the gain is increased

:

Fare by coach to Windsor, say $5,00
By rail. 1.35
Time consumed 4 days, a $1 per day 4 00
Expenses while absent, $1 .4.00

With the railway to Annapolis completed,
how would it stand?
Fare per rail, say $3.00
Two days consumed, a $1 2.00

Expenses per day, $1 2 00

$7 000
Gain to each person passing over the line $7.35
The above are given as approximate calcula-

tions and results, but they cannot be regarded
as extravagant.
The hon. gentleman concluded by saying

that he would not weary the House by'any
further remarks at that late period of the ses-
sion. He was convinced that in proposing this
extension, the Government were acting for the
best interests of the country and in accordance
with sound policy, and he should |vote for the
resolution before the House.
Mr. MacDonnbll said that he felt called

upon to make a few observations after the re-
marks that had fallen from the member for
Annapolis, who had just addressed the house.
That hon. gentleman had called upon the mem-
bers for the Eastern part of the Province to
assist him in carrying this scheme, on the
grounds that the Western members had aided
in passing the Pictou railroad bill. He (Mr.
McD.) could not agree to the question being
put on that plea. He had always, upon every
occasion when he had expressed an opinion,
denied that the East had derived any more ad-
vantage from the Pictou railroad than the
West. When the distance of the Counties of
Cape Breton from the present termini of the
railroads was considered, it would be seen that
they derived no more direct benefit than the
Western Counties. He was sorry, then, to find
this cry of last session reiterated—that the
East alone was going to be benefited by the
Pictou railroad. It could have no other effect

than to produce sectional jealousies, which in a
question of this kind should be kept out of
sight. If this policy of railway extension was
sound, it should stand upon its own merits,
and be justified upon provincial grounds, and
not as being of advantage to any particular
locality. As regards the resolution upon the
table, he would say that if it went no further
than to authorize the construction of the line

to the borders of Hew Brunswick, he should
have supported it, because he believed that
that extension would be of great benefit to the
whole Province; but he could not see what ad-
vantage would flow from the Annapolis line.

It could not be said that it was for the purpose
of obtaining the trade of Hew Brunswick, be-
cause that would be accomplished by the con-
struction of the Trunk line, and the one would
only interfei e with the other. He should be
compelled, then, to vote against the resolution
in its present shape. Atter a deliberate revi-
sion of the financial condition of the country,
he had arrived at the conclusion, that it would
be unwise to undertake the construction of
both lines at the present time. It was true
that a resolution of a somewhat similar cha-
racter had received his support last year; but
in voting for it then, he had been actuated
principally by a desire to secure the construc-
tion of the line to the borders, and with no
idea that the Annapolis road would become a
reality. He was rather surprised to hear some
of the arguments used by the member for An-
napolis. He commenced by comparing the
state of our finances now with their position in

$14.35
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1855, and gave the railroads the credit for all
the improvements; but he forgot that the ad
valorem duties then were only five per cent and
now they are ten. And then, again, he calcu-
lated that the Annapolis road would pay three
per cent.; but he also forgot that it would be in
the hands of a company, and that they would
receive the benefit, if any. He would not de-
tain the house at any greater length, but he
felt that from the course he had previously
taken he could not give a silent vote.
Mr. Churchill, said that he would have

been better pleased if this resolution of the
Government had gone further, and authorized
these two branches to be immediately put
under contract. It was quite time that the
iron road should traverse the fertile vales of
Kings and Hants; and he could not see how
any financial considerations should deter the
Government from at once prosecuting tnis
work to a conclusion. The country was in
want of increased accommodation in the way
of paper currency, and he did not see why a
few hundred thousand pounds more of paper
could not be easily floated. It would accom-
modate the public, and could be floated with-
out any detriment to the public credit. The
hon. gentleman alluded to his recent visit to
the Gcited States, and the advantages he had
witnessed there from railway extension. He
trusted that the resolutions now on the table
would receive the unanimous approval of
gentlemen on both sides, and the Government
would be prepared to prosecute the work with
energy and vigor.
Mr. C. J. Campbell said that he admired the

consistency of the Atty. Genl., although he
could not commend his advocacy of the propo-
sed policy. He found that the present railway
yielded about half per cent on their cost, leav-
ing the province to bear the remaining five and
a half per cent. He contended that the in-
crease of our taxation was injurious to the best
interests of the country, and that the improve-
ment of the localities through which the exist-
ing lines ran was not so great as had been rep-
resented. He read from a speech delivered
last session by Mr. Churchill, (in which that
gentleman said that our railways were as a
millstone aboht our neck), as a contrast to the
speech delivered last evening. He concurred
in these sentiments; he believed that the ex-
tension would benefit only Halifax, and could
not advance the interests of Cape Breton. He
denounced the policy of exacting so large an
an amount of royalty from our mines, and said
that the sum received from that source should
not be confidently reckoned on.
Mr. Locke said that they had arrived at

that period of the session when short speeches
were necessary and he should not therefore de-
tain the house more than a few moments.
From the time of the first inception of the rail-

way system in 1851 up to last session, he had
always advocated the construction of those
public works. At that time he was obliged to
vote against the extension to Pictou because
he thought that it would interfere with the
larger scheme of an intercolonial railroad, and
that both of them could not be undertaken at
the same time. The same reason would com-
pel him now to vote against the present reso-
lution, because he did not believe that the fi-

nances of the country would admit of exten-
sion east and west at the same time. He be-
lieved that if both these lines are undertaken

it will involve an annual liability of $600,000

:

and he contended that the Province was not in
a position to bear that. It was beginning to be
admitted now that the estimate he had made
last year of the cost of the Pictou line, which
he had put down at between £600,000 and
£700.000 would not be far out of the way. He
should oppose this proposition to engage in
any new undertaking until the Pictou road
was completed, because he thought it would
not be done without breaking faith with either
the east or the west. He disapproved of ac-
cepting the offer of Mr. Livesey, because we
would be in the position of having placed one
portion of our lines' under the contract of a
company while the rest would be under the
management of the government.
He doubted very much the correctness of the

anticipations of the hon. Fin. Sec. as to the in-

crease of the revenue. Every one who knew
any thing about trade, knew that this quarter
exhibited the largest returns, and it afforded no
criterion for the rest of the year. He would
find that the importations next quarter would
fall ten per cent, short of this; and there would
be a large decrease in the amount collected for
ad valorem duties. He believed that if the
Province was able to construct these roads
under the scheme proposed, it would be only
under great difficulties, and not without se-

riously embarrassing the resources for a long
time to come. He did not think that the Go-
vernment should force this measure through at
that time, but should agree to the proposition
to wait for a twelvemonth, until the Pictou
road was finished, and they would be able to
see how the revenue stood. He concluded by
expressing his hope that the Government
would not press the measure, when it was
manifestly against the wishes of many gentle-
men in the house, some of whom had always
been the strongest supporters of railway ex-
tension.
Mr. Churchill, in alluding to the remarks

made by the member for Victoria, in which be
had quoted a speech made by him on a pre-
vious occasion, complained that he omitted the
latter portion of it, which explained his mean-
ing. When he said that the railroad debt was
like a millstone round our necks, he meant
that it was like any other debt, an encum-
brance to us. But he did not mean that that
was any reason why we should not engage in
the construction of these works. He had al-

ways been an advocate of progress, and any
one acquainted with his past history knew
that he had always endeavored to do his ut-

most to develope the resources of his native
Province.
Mr. Stewart Campbell said that he felt

a reluctance at that late period of the session
to trouble the House with remarks upon any
question, but in a matter of such importance
as this he could not content himself with giv-
ing a silent vote. At an early period of his

legislative career he had committed himself to

the policy of railway' construction by govern-
ment, aud he was happy to say that that po-
licy had resulted beneficially to the country.
He observed with pleasure that the example
set by this small colony was about to be fol-

lowed by the parent state, and that in that
country the question was now being consider-
ed as to whether it would not be advisable to
take the control of the railways out of the
hands of private companies, and place it with
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the government. He was disposed to object to

this resolution because it departed from the

policy adopted by the government when the sys-

tem was inaugurated in times gone by, and he
thought that tliis was aview ofthe subject which
deserved consideration. They had only to look
back for a short period and see what had taken
place in Canada in order to appreciate the effects

of placing the control of the public works of a
country in the hands of large and influential

corporations. He objected then to the scheme
because it would introduce into this country
something of the same kind. The effect of this

subvention of these two lines of railroad would
be that the company receiving it would neces-
sarily be brought into close connection with
the government of the day, and to a large ex-
tent would be subordinate to them and under
their influence.
These lines of railroad would run through

various counties of the province—Colchester,
Pictou and Cumberland on the one hand, and
Hants, Kings and Annapolis on the other.

—

They all knew then how many representatives
would be directly interested in their construc-
tion—no less a number than sixteen would be
more or less interested in their completion.
He would ask then whether it would conduce
to the best interests of the country, or the in-

dependence of the legislature, that so large a
proportion of the people’s representatives
should be in a position to be influenced by the
companies who would receive this subvention,
and who, again, must necessarily be so closely
connected with the government of the day.
He had listened with great interest to the fi-

nancial picture of the affairs of this country, so
ably drawn by the hon. leader of the opposi-
tion, and he thought that the house would
agree with him that there was no gentleman
in that house or the country whose opinions
were more entitled to respect upon questions
of finance than that hon. gentleman. The hon.
Provincial Secretary had on some occasions
been rather severe upon the hon. member for-

Colchester, as regards his skill as a financier;
but from what had taken place recently be-
tween them upon another question of great
public importance, he thought that he was not
in a position to question his accuracy now. He
did not wish to make any invidious compan-
ions between the leader of the opposition and
the present Einancial Secretary as regards
their financial capacity, but as one was com-
paratively new to the business and the other
had made it his study for years, it followed
that he must necessarily have more acquaint-
ance with the subject, and his opinions were
therefore entitled to greater weight.
The member for Colchester had re-

referred to the past financial position of
this country, and to our prospects for
the future, and he had called upon the hon.
members for Halifax and Richmond to dispute
the position he took. The hon. member for
Halifax (Mr. Tobin) had since addressed the
house, but he had not ventured to controvert
the assertion he made, that the present
was not the time to embark in these works.
The member for Richmond (Mr. LeVesconte)
had not yet spoken but, from what had fallen
from him on a previous occasion, when the
sale of provincial debentures was under con-
sideration, he did not think that he would be
inclined to disagree with the opinions of that
hon. gentleman. On a previous occasion the

hon. Prov. Secy, in reference to the fisheries

said that his (Mr. C.’s) constituents had better
look round, and find some representative bet-
ter acquainted with trade and commerce than
he was. He thought that he had better apply
his remarks to his own government and to
his Financial Secy., and get sombody more
conversant with the intricacies of finance
than that honourable gentleman from his
previous training could be expected to
be. He thought that it was a lament-
able defect in the composition of the pre-
sent executive that it did not possess a
single individual amongst its members in any
way identified with the trade or commerce of
the country. He may be told that there was
one gentleman who had formerly been engag-
ed in trade, but from what he knew of that
gentleman’s connection with the late govern-
ment he did not think that his judgment ap-
proved of entering upon the scheme of railway
extension now proposed altho’ from his being
a membhr of the government he was to a cer-
tain extent committed to it. It was well
known that the government was principally
if not entirely carried on by the two or three
members of it who sat at the table of that
house, and that in point of fact they were the
real dictators of the affairs of this country. He
could easily fancy then how the opinions of
the hon. gentleman, to whom he had alluded
would be set on one side and everything would
be made subservient to the political necessities
of those who held seats in that house.
Reference had been made to the time when

railroads were first commenced in this coun-
try, and to the fact that our revenues were
then comparatively insignificant. That, no
doubt, was the fact

;
but it must not be forgot-

ten, that our obligations were also much less
then than now. The liabilities we have al-
ready assumed, including the Pictou line,

amount to something like four-fifths of the
entire revenue of 1851

;
but it seems that this

oad is not enough for Nova Scotia to bear,
and we must add this additional burden for
the construction of branch lines to Annapolis
and the borders of New Brunswick, which
will make the entire amount to be borne by
the revenues of the Province about $500,000 a
year. Now blue nose was a very good natured
fellow, no doubt, but it does not do to push a
willing horse too far; and he cautioned hon.
gentlemen how they committed themselves to
a scheme which was going to entail such heavy
burdens upon the people. He had no wish to
condemn railroads in the abstract : he believed
that when a man had plenty of money, he had
a right to spend it as he pleased

;
but where a

person is only possessed of limited means, he
stands in a different position, and should only
spend his money upon necessaries, and not
upon luxuries. That, was just the position the
province was in. Railroads, no doubt, were a
great convenience, but if they could only be
obtained by the sacrifice of other important
interests they should be left alone.
The government should make themselves

acquainted with the wants and necessities of
the country before they talk about every ser-
vice being properly provided for. He should
like to take some of them over some of the
roads in the county he represented, and show
them the inconveniences under which the peo-
ple labored, and the grievances which he had
so often and so unsuccessfully brought to their



296 PAELIAMEHTARY DEBATES.

notice
;
and he thought that they would come

back with their views considerably changed.
(The hon. gentleman referred to a case of a

petition he had presented to the government,
signed by hundreds of influential persons in his
county, asking for aid to an important public
road, but which was refused* any considera-
tion at all. So indignant was one gentleman
at the treatment they had received, that he
offered to lend £700 himself to carry on the
work which it was the duty of the government
to construct.) This was only one of many in-
stances, in which the government had turned
a deaf ear to the wants of the county of Guys-
borough. How then could he justify himself
to his constituents, if he voted for these reso-
lutions?
The hon. member for Hants (Mr. Chuchill)

had exhibited himself on the previous evening
in rather an extraordinary attitude, but it ap-
peared that there weresome favored ones in that
house who could do as they chose, provided
they gave the government a vote. That hon.
gentleman had thought proper to absent him-
self for the greater part of the session from
his duties, first at his own home and after-
wards in a neighbouring country, attending to
his private interests. Whether that was a pro-
per course for a represeutive to take was ex-
ceedingly questionable; and now he comes
back and undertakes to impute motives to
hon. gentlemen for the course pursued by
them on this question. He thought that when
it was considered that this railroad would for
a long distance go through the county that
hon. gentleman represented, and that a large
sum of money would be spent at his very door,
that the less he challenged the motives of
otherp the better.
He trusted that in the opposition he was

obliged to give to this measure that factious
motives would not be imputed to him. He had
only to point to the couse he pursued last ses-

sion—on the Pictou railroad—to shew that he
was not influenced by any factious spirit. It
was then in the power of the opposition, if they
had had the desire, to have seriously embar-
rassed the government on that question. He
had, however, taken a higher view of the ques-
tion, and had supported that measure al-

though Pictou was not a bit nearer to him than
Annapolis or Windsor. He hoped, therefore,
that the government would not attribute to
him any motives of that description.
At that late period of the session he would

not detain the house at any greater length.
The hon. gentleman concluded by deprecating
any immediate action in the way of incurring
any further liability. He was afraid it would
have the effect of depreciating the value of the
debentures already issued. He appealed to
gentlemen on both sides of the house, to the
supporters of the government as well as their
opponents, not to be influenced by a mere de-
sire for a party triumph in voting for a resolu-
tion which he believed on sober reflection they
would find to be detrimental to the best inter-

ests of the country.
Mb. Killam alluded to the offer of the Interna-

tional Contract Company, and compared it with
the terms offered by the resolution of last session.

He remarked that the question stood in quite

another position from what it did in the previous

Session. In proposing to place the work in the

hands of a company, the government must have

placed very little confidence in their own officers,

for the Commissioner of Railways had given to

the House as his opinion that in a few years the
road would pay three per cent above its working
expenses

;
if that were correct the best course

would be for the government itself to undertake
the construction. He said that the terras of the
offer were entirely altered, ani it would therefore

be perfectly consistent in the House to reject the

resolution The determination of the government
seemed to be to keep themselves afloat, whatever
became of the country.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane replied to a remark of Mr.
Killam. He said th'at four different surveys of
routes had been made, but the route was to be
finally lelectei by the government, acting under
the advice of the very able engineer now in their

employ.

Mr. Archibald contended that to give to the
government the discretion proposed by the resolu-

tion would be to hand over to them the entire con-

trol of the public chest. So great had been the

mystification of figures on the question that the

member for Halifax, although a merchant, had
made a mistake in stating the public debt, to the

extent of two million of dollars, a sum sufficient

to build the Pictou railway. He had a great
appreciation of the value of railways, and he
hoped that the time had arrived when we could

connect our road with the othef lines ofthe conti-

nent ;
but the circumstances which had exhibited

themselves in the trade of the country had con-

vinced him that our prospects were not so good as

to warrant us in increasing the large liability that

would be necessary to carry on even that work.
He was greatly pleased to find that our present

railways had not only become able to pay their

working expenses, but had commenced to yield

something towards the interest. There was, how-
ever, one important circumstance which had been

left out of consideration,—in nearly all railways

the duration of the iron was estimated at eight

years, and the companies made a practice ef set-

ting aside a certain sum every year to meet the

cost of renewing. Our road was not as much
worked as others and might be expected to last 16

years, 8 of which had.already expired, and he

found that the cost of replacing the line, after de-

ducting the value of the old iron would be $4,-

000 per mile, iu addition to $400 per mile for

labour, making a total for the work of $431,000,
so that we ought at present to be setting aside for

that service about $53,800 a year. The remarks

of the Commissioner of Railways had given him
no little amusement. That gentleman had pre-

viously assigned railways to not very complimen-

tary company, but now, wilh the ardor which

always characterized one newly converted from a

heathen to a saint, was outstripping in his zeal

those who had been trained for a lifetime to the

policy to which he had been converted.

Mr. Archibald, after some further remarks

moved the following amendment :

—

“ Whereas—The location of th9 Pictou Railway
has added largely to the length of the road contem-

plated to be constructed by the Railway bill last

year ; and whereas in view of the heavy liabilities
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*hich the construction of that work will entail, and

the paramount necessity at the present exigency of

preserving the publiccredit unimpaired, it is desi-

rable not to enter at present into any new Railway

enterprises.
. . .

Therefore Resolved—That this House is of opinion

that beyond the completion of the Pictou Railway,

no additional railway liability should be gone on

with by the government until! the House is enabled,

at its next session, to pass an opinion on its neces-

Hon Prov. Sec. said that he admired the pluck

which the leader of the opposition shewed in

dancing on nothing after the platform had been

taken from under him by the Financial Secretary

and Attorney General. *Tbe attitude of that gen-

tleman was only suitable for one who had oppo-

sed railway construction from the first. The

government on this occasion proposed no new

policy, but merely asked the House to extend to

the amount of £5100 the terms of last year. It

was not the first time that the cry ‘ one year

more” had been heard It was raised at the

time when our delegates hid obtained for us the

most favourable teims in connection with our

mines and minerals, and if the pressure had then

been yielded to a monoply would still have con-

trolled the resources which now enrich the

country. The proposed expenditure for a con-

nection with the European and North American
line would be only £53,000, while the former go-

vernment had passed an act offering £50.,000 for

our share of the Intercolonial road, an undertak-

ing with infinitely less paying qualities than the

other, and that too without giving us a line to

the fertile West, or to the neighboring Provinces.

He theu referred to the arguments advanced by
Mr. Killam.

Mr. Archibald’s amendment was lost 27 to 19.

For—Heffernan, Ross, Killam, Hatfield, Par-

ker, Ray, McLellan, Miller, Robertson, Mc-
Donnell, C J. Campbell, Blackwood, Archibald,

Blanchard, Locke, Caldwell, Balcara, Annand.
Aqainst—Donkin, Shannon, McFarlane, Fin.

Secretary, Bill, Longley, Bill, Atty General E.

L. Brown, McKay, More, Jug Campbell, Law-
rence, Pryor, Whitman, D. Fraser, Kau’back,
Hamilton, Tobin, Jost, Bourinot, J. Fraser,

Churchill, LeVesconte, Prov. Secretary, McKin-
non, Robicheau.

Mr. Miller then moved the following resolu-

tion:—“That in the opinion of this House, it is

expedient to define with accuracy the nature and
extent of the subvention to be given towards the

construction of lines of Railwny to New Bruns-
wick and Annapolis, and not leave the same to be
gathered from proposals which are capable ofmis-
representation, aud have been so differently in-

terpreted in the discussion on the resolutien be-
fore the House.
Mr. Miller explained that the resolution he

had read had been handed him by the hon.
member for Colchester. He had framed himself
one similar to it, with the intention of moving it.

Hon. Atty. General said that the Govern-
ment intended bringing in a bill, defining the
powers to be given under the original resolution.

The present amendment was a direct insult to the
Government.

38

Mr. Archibald said that it was only due to

the House that the resolution to be adopted should

be definite in its character.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that this resolution was

altogether unnecessary, after the explanations

that had been given by the Government, that it

was intended to submit a bill, distinctly defining

the powers that were to be given to them in con-

nection with this question. He challenged the

hon. leader of the opposition to produce a prece-

dent where the Government had been treated as

on the present occasion.

The amendment was lost by 28 to 18.

For—E. Brown, Heffernan, Ross, Hatfield,

Parker, Itay, Killam, McLellan, Miller, Robert-

son, McDonnell, Archibald, S. Campbell, Black-

wood, Blanchard, Locke, Annand, Balcom.

Against—Pryor, Jno. Campbell, C. J. Camp-
bell, Atty. Gen., McKay, Moore, Shannon,^ Law-

rence, Donkin, Whitman, Longley, D. Fraser,

Kaulback, Hamilton, Tobin, Jost, Bourinot, J.

Fraser, Churchill, LeVtsconte, McFarlane, Hill,

Prov. Secretary, McKinnon, King, ^llobicheau,

Caldwell, Fin. Secretary.

The original resolution then passed by a vote of

28 to 18.

The House adjourned at about half-past 12.

CLOSE OF CONFEDERATION DEBATE.

Hon. Prov. sec. moved that the adjourned

debate on the Union of the Colonies be resumed.

Mr. Archibald said—At this late period of

the session, it is impossible to resume the debate

on this question without wearing the patience of

the House on all sides. The Supreme Court meets

here next Tuesday, and the legal gentlemen in

this House have necessarily much to occupy their

attention. Besides nothing practical can grow
out of this discussion. The House are already

committed by the resolution of last year to a
Union of the Maritime Provinces, and the on’y

difficulty that may prevent gentlemen agreeing to

the present resolution is its preamble. I there-

fore rise to suggest to the Provincial Secretary,

whether he would not be willing to withdraw tli.'s

preamble, which is a matter of no importance.

Hon. Prov. Sec.—My colleagues and myself,

entirely concur in the opinion that it is very de-

sirable that the House should preserve the same
attitude it assumed last session in reference to a
Union of the Maritime Provinces. I think it is

only justice to the delegates from these Provinces

to say that it was not their fault that the Cor -

ference held under the resolution of last sessk n
had not a different result. It is only fair that I
should also say that I am now much less sai -

guine than I was last year of any practical result

growing out of this resolution. It is a secret r. q
where, that as far as the Island of Prince Edwai d
is concerned, they have decided to have nothing

to do with anybody under any circumstances,

nad to remain in their present isolated conditior.

Since I addressed the House on the last occasion

I notice that two prominent members of the New
Brunswick Government have pledged themselves
against a Legislative Union of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, It will be our duty, however, to ascer-

tain the feelings of the Government of that Pro-
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vince on the subject, and to bring it to a termina-
tion. I can but add, that, if removing the

p reamble to this resolution will enable the House
to come to the same unanimous conclusion they
did last year, I will cheerfully consent to the
proposition made by my hon. friend opposite.

Mr. Annand.—I am glad the
. Prov. Secy,

has made the announcement he has, that he will

withdraw the preamble. This portion of the reso-

lution was distasteful to many gentlemen, and
prevented them assuming the same position they
did last year. It is apparent that the proposed
Union with New Brunswick cannot possibly be
consummated—a union I heartily desire—and it

would, be therefore, useless at the present stage

of the session, to proceed any further with the
matter.

Hon. Attorney General.

—

I have come to the

conclusion that I will not have -the- pleasure of ad-
dressing the House, for the reasons given by the
gentlemen who have spoken. There is now a con-
siderable amount of business that must be trans-

acted without delay. I have no hesitation in say-

ing that if the course now suggested is not ad-

opted, the House must be delayed at least a fort-

night longer. I have reluctantly yielded to the

suggestion to close the debate. I have listened

with a great deal of attention, to the gentlemen
who have spoken on this subject, and I certainly

must say, that I had hoped to have been able

to reply to their observations. I have not

yet had an opportunity of fully expres-

sing my opinions as one of the delegates. I did

not consider that it was necessary for me at the

outset of this debate to address the House, but air

lowed gentlemen to precede me. I must con-

gratulate gentlemen in the Opposition on this

question, that they have had an opportunity of

fully explaining their views, and placing them
before the country to an extent that the friends of

Confederation have not. Looking, however, at

the time that must be occupied if the debate is

continued, and the delay of public business that

must result, I have waived my own feelings in

the matter.

Mr. Tobin.

—

Whilst I am not going to oppose

the resolution, I must express my conviction that

a Union of the Maritime Provinces cannot bring

with it any positive advantages. There is very

little trade and business between Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. We can never gain na-

tionality by means of such a Union. I am quite

sure, too, that New Brunswick has no desire

whatever to unite with us. I firmly believe, if we
cannot be united to a large country like Canada,

it is better for us to remain as we are. I expressed

the same opinions last year, and I see no reasons

now for changing them.

Mr. S. McDonnell.

—

I must confess that I vote

for the resolution with no little reluctance. That

-the time of the House would be wasted in the dis-

cussion of this question, I do not believe. A ques-

tion that has engaged the attention of so many-

prominent public men in these Provinces, and has

agitated the public mind to so large an extent, is

surely worth a few day’s debate. The country lias

expected that every man would express his

opinion on the subject. In view, however, of the
desire ofthe House to bring the discussion to a close,

and of the fact that the Prov. Secy, has consented
to withdraw the preamble, I shall agree to allow
the resolution to pass without making any further
observations.

Mr. Miller.—I feel just as reluctant as other
gentlemen, to allow the question to pass without
expressing my views, especially after the position

which I occupied last year, and have since taken
in reference to it. However, I heartily concur with
gentlemen as to the necessity of saving the public
time. Besides tlid debate would not really elicit

much new information, for nearly all the facts

connected with it have already been put before the
country. I don’t desire to divide the House on the
resolution, but I wish it to be understood distinct-

ly that I am not at all committed to it. I enter-
tain views similar to those expressed by the hon.
member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin,), respecting a
Union of the Maritime Provinces. If I have any
desire for a Union it is for the larger one. The
opinions I held last year I hold, now My oppo-
sition has not been to the Union in the abstract,

but to the terms on which it was secured. I

defy any one to find a psssage in anything I have
said since last session

,
which proves that I am op-

posed to a Union on fair and equitable terms.

Hon. Fin. Skcl—

A

ny one must see that that if

this debate were continued, we must be here a

good many days longer. I take it for granted that

every gentlemen in this House will feel that he
should give his constituents the benefit of the

views he entertains, and define the position which
he occupies, but that he can do equally as well

when he visits his county.

Mr. S. Campbell.—As I have offered no re-

marks upon the question during the debate which
has ensued, I now rise to make a speeeli. It will

be a very short one
;

it is that the question be now
put
The resolution then passed as amended without

a division.

[The remaining days, till the prorogation,
were taken up with merely routine business,
summaries of which have already appeared
in the city papers.

—

Reporter.}

Tuesday, May 2.

prorogation of the legislature.

The session of the Provincial Parliament
was prorogued this afternoon at half-past four
o’clock, by His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor, with all the usual formalities. After
the usual preliminaries, His Excellency Sir
Richard Graves Macdonnell closed the session
with the following

Speech :

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Le-
gislative Council

:

Mr.'Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly

1. I am happy that the state of the public
business enables me to release you from further

attendance on your legislative duties
2. It gives me much pleasure, in closing the

second session of the twenty-third General
Assembly of the Provincial Parliament, to be
able to congratulate you on the many useful
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and important measures which your labours
have matured.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly

:

3. I liave to thank you for the liberal provi-

sion which you have made for the public ser-

vices.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Home of Assembly

:

4. The action taken by New Brunswick early

in the session, apparently placed a decision on
the question of a general Confederation of Bri-

tish North America, to which at the opening
of the session I had invited your attention,

under the disadvantage of leading to no im-
mediate practical result. I am confident that
otherwise you would have felt it your duty to

have fully discussed the most important and
interesting question, with an earnest desire to

meet the views of Her Majesty’s Government,
in every way compatible with the wishes and
interests of this Province.

5. Under the impression, therefore, that the
above circumstances, over which you could
have exercised no control, had for a time pre-

cluded any useful consideration of the larger
question, you have meantime reverted to the
project of a Union of the Maritime Provinces,
and reiterated your opinion of last session as
to the expediency of appointing Representa-
tives of this Province to confer thereon. I

shall have much pleasure in transmitting that
resolution to the Lieut. Governors of the adja-
cent Provinces.

6. I most sincerely hope that the important
principle of Free Schools, based on a moderate
county assessment, may realize your expecta-
tions, by obtaining the support of all classes of
the people, and effecting the most valuable re-
sults in the general diffusion of education.

7. The largely increased provision for the
local defence ofthe country conclusively proves
the importance which, as Representatives of a
loyal people, you attach to British connection,
and the determination of this Province to as-
sume a fair share of the burdens of protecting
her existing institutions.

8. The increased provision made for extension
of Railway communication to the borders of
New Brunswick and Annapolis will, I hope,
ensure those undertakings being effectively
prosecuted at an early day, with the happiest
results to the trade and general prosperity of
the Provinces.

8. 1 am gratified to learn that an Act has been
passed providing for the completion of the St.
Peter’s Canal, and that provision has been
made for the extension of the Hospital of the
Insane.

10. With heartfelt thankfulness for the con-
tinued peace and prosperity which, under
Providence, we have so long enjoyed, and with
sincere prayers for the continuance of these
blessings, I now declare this Session closed.


