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CANADA.

Despatches from the (jrovernor

\
No. 1.

Corv of u DESPATCH from Viscount Mo.vck to tlie Right Hon. Edward
Caud\vi;i,i,, M.l'.

(No. 203.) QucIk'C, December 2:5, 1864.
(KcCLMVcil. Jiiiuiary 0, IMG.j.)

SiH, (Aii^woixmI, No.,'), Jamiiiry l.'i, IBIio, p. 42.)

I HAVE llie Iioiioui" fo acknowledge witii feelings of miicii satisfaction tiie receipt

of your Despatcli (No. f)^.*), of December 13, in wiiich you convey to me the general

approval by Her Majesty's Government of the tclieme of Union tor the British North
y\merican Provinces agreed to by tlie Conference which met at Quebec in October last.

M'ith regard to tiie two ])oinls upon wliich you liave written, namely, that of the

exercise of the Royal prerogative of paulon and the constitution ot tiie Ujiper Chamber of

the genera! Legislature, I shall only say at present that as respects the fbnner I am in a

]iosition to state that it was never the intention of the C(Miference to interfere in the

slightest degree with tiie constitutional prerogative of Her Majesty to .^elect herself tlie

person to whom she shoidil entrust the duty ot revising senteiu-es pronounced by
legal tribunals.

The resolution was introduced merely as a suggestion to meet a local dilllculty

resulting from iiuiierfect means of comnumieation during the winter months between
jiortions of the proposed I'nioii.

It is ))lain that this proiiositiiin ctmld form no jiart of the Act which will be necessary
' in order to give effect to the j)ro))ose(l plan of union, and, in fact, the suggestion contained

in it nuist be iletermined by the ilecision of the Queen, with whom alone rests the jjower

of naming the person to whom shall be delegated the exercise of her prerogative.

^^'itil reg;iitl to the constitution of the L'pper House of the general Legislature, it is

opi)areiit that the resolutions adopted by the Conference will be subjected to the action

of many miiuls before they shall have become embodied in addr':sses from the Legislatures

of the several Provinces.

I would suggest that we should adjourn the consideration of this subject until we see

the form in which the resolutions will emerge from these discussions.

1 have tlie honour to transmit for your inforination a coj)y of a connnunication which,
ill ])insuance of the instructions contained in your Despatch, I have addressed to the
Lieulenant-(jovernors of the Lower Provinces and to the Governor of Ne\vrouni.llaiul.

I have, cVc.

• The Right Hon. i:dward Cardwell, ]\LP., (Signed) MOXCK.
&c. &c. &c.

No 1.

* ViJe' Papers

presented

Feb, 7, 1805,

|i:ige 1 1.

16254.



CANAPA.

End. in No. '

.

Sept. 2:1, 1S04.

Nov. 12, 1864.

No. m.
Dec. .!, 1SI14.

Vi(U' I'liptT

presenti'tl

Fob. 7, 186-1,

page 11.

No. 20.1.

n«-. 2), 1864.

page 1.

2

Sll!,

CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE PROPOSED UNION

ImicIosuic ill Ni). 1.

(,>uol)i'(', nc('ciiili(>r 'Jl!, ISOl.

Ixi.ri'.iiuixi; to iiiv l)('8]);itilu's to you noted in tlio iii.'iruiii, I have the iionour to transmit tor

your int'oniiatiou a copy of a Di'siiatcii fVoin tlio Sccrotary of Stat- tor the Colonics in rcl'crciicc to llic

rrsolutious adopted liy the Contcrcuce which as'^emhled at (Jaclicc in October last to consider tile

|iropriety of etfectin<j; a I'liion of the I'rovincesof llritisii North Auu'rica, and also a copy of tile answer
wiiicli 1 liave letunicd to this Dcsiiatdi.

in tliis Dcspalcii Mi. t'ardwell desires ine "to taUe iiiinieiliate measures, in cniiccrt witli tiii'

'" Lieutenaiit-tiovciiiors of tin' scvi'ial i'rovi'ices, for siihiuitliiif;' to tiieir respective I,ef^i^i,|tures tliis

" project of the Coiifereiice.''

In (inrsuanee of tliese in.^truction.s I have the honour to iiifonn you that I have smnmoiied tin'

Canailiaii Parliament to meet on Tlnirsday, .laiuiaiy I'-'tli. isii.'i, when I )ir(ipose to liriii^' hefore holh

I loii.-'s of I lie l,e;:i>laturi' the iiiiii' : ; nit siiliject referred to ii>. Mr. < '.ird well's Despatch, in order thai

if the I,cL;i>lalurc .-lial! ihiiil; lit an .\ililress may lie adopted tii the C^ueen, iirayiiin- ||,.|- .Majesty to

direct tiiat ^tcjis m,i<- li(> taken for ]ia-siiif;- an .Act of the Impcri.il I'arliaiiicnl to unite the Provinces of

Hrilish North .\merica 011 the liasis laid down in the re>olutions adopted hy the (,liiehec {.'onferciice.

I .shall feid much olilijicd if. aticr consnlliiiLT your advisers on tlie sniiject, ycni will iuforni me what

course you iiiieiid to puisiw lor tlu" purpose of yiving elfect to Mr. Cardwell's instriictiniis.

I have, iV<'.

(Signed) MoNi k.

No...

r5fr^*'

No. -J.

Copy ol';i DESPATCH from Vi.scoiint, Monck to llie lliiilil Hon. Ei)\v.\ni)

('ai!I)\vi;i,i,, M.P.

(No. 12.) Qiu'hoc, .laiiiKiry II, IsO').

>^II{ (K'l'ceiveil. l''''liiii;oy 1, IHti.',.,

I ii.wi: llu' lioiiour lo cnci'iso for vdur iiiformiitioti ;i t'opv ol' ;i Dc-pMtcli (Voiii llic

(iovcnior of NcwIluiiKiiaiul rt'latiiio- to incnsiiics for lanyiiio out llu' pniposcil I'nioii ol

tlic North AiiU'ric;in Proviiicos, toi^ollu'r willi ;i ciip\' of my :ms\\or.

I have, \'c.

The Rijrlit Hon. EcKvard Carclwi-ii, M.V., (Sigiu-cl) .\!ON('K.

\'c. &c. iVc.

Kncl.l inNo.2.
iMiclosure I in .\d. 'J.

Mv Loiin, (ioveiiimenl House. .N'ewfoinidland. Deceinher i.'7, \Xi'<\,

I ir.wi; reri'ived from the Secrcary of ."state a Despatch eiiclosini;' a copy of lii^ to yoni

l.ordsliip. No. !):'', of the ;>rd i.st,, 1| which he slates, that it appeals to lier Maji'sly's (ioverntiient

that villi should now tal-e iimiiedi,,.i ineasiircs. in concert with the I.ieiitcnaiit-(ioveriiors of the several

l'ro\inces, for snlimitliuu' to the respeetive i.cjislatures the project of the nceiil (,iuelicc ( 'oiifcrciin

for the Confederation of the jSriti^h .North .\nierieaii Colonies.

'J. I now commiiiiiiate wilh your l,ordslii|i for the piir|iose of acipi;iiiitiim' you that the LeyislaliM'

SesHion of lisil.'i will he opened lii're on I'Viilay the '-'7th .laiinary, when the licpoil of the Delceaie-

will he laid iiefore the Coiiiieil .iiid .\s-emhl\.

Tlie po^'tal s(>r\ ice from lla' lo .New loiiiidlaiid is limited to a iiioiillil\ mail duiinjj lliewinlci

Season, 'i'lie ne\t should h'ave ll.ilifaxoii the 'joih .laiiuar\, ,iiid if it sliouhl happen that \ our I.ordslii|

desires to alVord n e aiiv iiitoriiiation or recotiimeiid.ilioii on the imporlani siihjeit wliiidi is likely l<

lM|i,'aire so niiich of tin- lime of ihe I,e;,nslatiire iliiiiii!;' the iie\t Session, I should he n|ad lo receive ii

hy that op]iorliini|y.

3. I'roin all thai I havi- hceu ahle to tialher in various ipiarlers, I am of opinion llial the iiropos.'il <

tlie Conl'erciice will meet with little or im iiipoitant opposition in this Colo.iv, nml it is possihl.

thai the necessary meii-nres miirht hi- pi'ifccti I here diniii;; the iie\t Session o\ the present lion-

of .\ssemlily, which will (M|iire in the spriiiir. The chief uneasiness is I'elt wilh re^'ard lo the ell'c>

of the I'nion upon the local tiirill. which is much lower than t''at of ( 'anada, and il is feared iiia>

lie increased. If dread of any greatly disadv.intaijeous alteration can he pieMiited, I should in'

nnlieipate si'iions dillii iilly in |irociirin^' a hariiioniouH sellleineiil of any other i|iiestion.s which ni.it

he raised.

I. It is possilile. Iiowever, that the stale of circiiinstances in Canada or the otiier Provinces ni.i}

render it iininaterial to press for any )n'oinpl decision in lliis Colony, and local causes may then imik<

it ine\))eiliiMit ; upon this point I shall he jxlad to he favoiiri'd with your ndviee, and I take this oppoi

Iniiily oiiissiiriii); yeiir Lordship of my cordial "OKperation in your ellorts to eoiii|ilete an iirraiigemeii

vhiih I helieve lo he fiiiiiKhl with so ^rreiit future lulviuitiiffe to tliin Colony, in eominon wilh the i'e<

of the North American Possessions of the ('inwii.

I liave, iVe.

lliH I'Acellency llie Might Hon, \'i^!couiit Moiick, (Signed) A. Mu.sdii.wi
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SET) UNION OF TlIK BlUTIsn NOKTH AMKRICAN PROVINCES.

u'c, Dci'cinlii'r '.'li, IS() 1.

flic liiiiKiur to transmit tor

'oUmii's in n'rorciicc to tlii>

toiler last to coiisidor the

1 also a copy of the answer

iiives, in concert with tlie

L'spective l,ei;islatnres this

lat I have sinnnicmed the

ipose to lirin,n' lielore both

i's Despaleli, in order tlial

, prayinj;- iler Majesty to

t to unite the Provinces el

he (,>uel)cc I'onl'crence.

:, you will inl'orin inc whal

's instructions.

1 have, i!s:c.

(Siifued) Mom k.

.Sill,

Enclosure 2 in No. 'J. Canada.

(iovcrninent House, (Jueliec, .lamiary !>, 18().-|. ^ , . „ „

I n.wi; the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Desjiatch of '27th Deeenih;'r 18til,

lopectiiiu' the steps which it is advisahle to take in order to carry into etlect the instructions of the

Sccretarv'or State on the siiliject of the uroposed Union of the IJritish North American Colonies

coiilaiucd in his Despatch to me of the ;5rd Dccemlier ls;r,4.

1 have the honour to ac(piaint you that the Canadian I'arliament is summoned to meet on the

I'.ith iust., and it is int<'iidcd liy my (ioveriiiiient to propose an address to the ti)ucen from both branches

of the I,(';'islaturc, einbodyin^^ the resolulioiis of the l.iuebec Conference, and prayini;- Her Majesty to

cause a Bill lo b'' introduced into the Imperial I'arliament to enact the Union of these Colonics on the

ba^is of these resi-'' lions.

I would simfic 'iit a similar course should be adopted in Newfoundland.

With n'spec?! ilie ipu'stioii of the customs tarilf of the proposed Union, it is obviously impossihh)

for the (io\ eminent of our I'mvinee to ^ri\(' any i)ledf,fe which wduld be liiiidinji' upon the (iovernment

or I'ai-liamciit of the Union : but I am in a position to state that if the decision rested with the members

of the present Canadian Achniiiistralioii, their desire would be to arraii,!,n' the charijes in t!ie tariil' so as

to ineel the views of all the members of the proposed Union.

I iiiav express my own (//;/«/»// llial the courM- of action will lie in a direction that will be satisfaeto/y

lo your I.e;;i>latiire, and that no a]iprelicii>ioii ui'cd be cutertaiiicd in Newfoundland that a system of

excessive ini|ioit duties will be introduced.

I laiiiiot conclude without expressinu- my ^jratilicatioii at the account you yivi' of the state of public

fceliiii;' in \our I'roviuce oil this important subject, and lo bei;- of you to accept my lie>t llianks tbr your

hearty proniisi of co-operation with me in (•oiiiplctiiii;- this ^reat work, which lias coiiinienced so

auspiciou.-ly.

lit Hon. Edwauu

-c, .I;iiuiafV II, ISO.'). |
ivc.l. f'.bniaVy 1, ls(i.-.,

"

111' ;i l)cs|);itcli f'roni the

I till' inciposcii I'nidii nl

T.

have, .'vc.

0(1) .MONCK. ,

Governor Musyrave, iVc, iVc.

New I'oundlinid.

I liavi, iVc.

(Sijjued) MoNcK.

No. X No. 3.

iiid. Decemher '-'7, IKIM.
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^Iied) A. Ml'siiliAM.

Corv ot'ii DKSl'ATCH iVoiii Viscount Monpk to the Right Hon. Edwaimi
C'aiidwi.i.i., M .p.

(No. -J.^.)

CiovLTmii'-iit IIoiiso, Qiiohoe, January if), isf!').

s;ii, I Kci'ri\.il, I-'ilii'iiiii-y :i, l>s(i,).i

I iiAVf. tlio hoiKHir to oncloso a fo])y of the siieeeii with which I tiiis day o|ieiiecl 'i^t!]l!l.

the session of the Provincial I'arliament.

I have, &c.

Tiie Rioht lion. Kdwar.l Canlweil, M.P. (Signci!) MONCK.
tS:c. i"«c. \('.

Kneiosuri' in No. ;>. End. in No. 3.

I

(Kxtract.)

Ijoviiiii Mil i; rir.\ri.i'Mi' v asd Cii-.vti.i mi:\,

A r the close of the la^t session ol I'arliament I iiifonned you tli.ii it was my iiitenlioii, ;.i coii-

iuilcliou with my miiiislers. to prepare and subiiiit lo you a ineasure lor the solution of the coiistifii-

lional problem, llie di'^cussion of which has for some yeai's^aiiilaled this I'rovnice.

A careful cou>ideraliiiii of the eener.il |lo^iIioll ol lhiti>li North America induced the coiivii'tiou that

the iireum«laiices of the limes atVoided llie opporluiiily, uol merely for the M'ltlement of a ipieslion of
provincial poliliis, biii also for the simnllaneoii-, crealion of a lieu iialionalily.

I'relimin.iiy ne^roliatioiis were opened by mo with ihe l.ieuteiia l-tioveinors of the oilier rrovinees

of lirilish North i\liierica. and tlii' result was t'lal a meeliiiL' .is held at •,liiebe, in llie nioiilli of

October last, eoinpo-ed of dclcHales from ihose Colonies represeetiiifi- all shades of poliiical parly in

their scM-ral commuiiilies, nominaled by llie l.ieiileiianl-(Joveriior> of their respecliM- I'rovinces, who
as«eml)led here wilh the sauclioii ol'ihe Crown ami al mv invilaliou to coiilei willi ihe meiiibeis of llie

Canadian miui>lr\ on llie piis>ibilily ol' ell'ccliin;' a Union of all the I'nniiices of Ihili-li North
Air.'rica.

'I'liis
( 'onferciice, alter len^lliciied dcbbeiaiioiis, arrived at llie cuiiclu-iou thai a l''edeial Union of

these I'riiv iiices was feasible and desirable, and the lesidl of its labour- i-> a plan of the coiistilulion for

llie proposed Union emboilied ill a series ol resolulioiis which, wilh other papers relaliii!: lo ihe suhject,

1 have direcled lo be laid before \oii.

'I'lie ucncral de-iyu of a I'nioii, and llie parlicular plan by which il is proposed lo eiirry that intention
iiilo ell'ecl. have hoili ree. i\ed the cordial approbation ol llie Imperial ' overiiment.
An Imperial .\ct of i'ailiamiiil will he neces-ary in order to ^ive ell'ect lo 'he iMintempliited rniou

of llie Colonic-^, mid I have been olllcially informed by ihe Secretary of Slate thai llei Majesty s

n\iui«leis will lie jirepared to iiilrodiice a Hill for that purpose into Ihe Imperial I'arliiimenl so soon as
lliey shall have been iiolilieil that the propoMil has -eceiveil the siinelion of llie Lenislatures
represeiiliiiif the several I'roviiues aU'ecled bv il.

A J



1 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE PROPOSED UNION

Canada. In oonniu'iuling to your attention this siilijoct, tlio impovtanrp of which to yourselves and to your
(lescouilauts it is inipostihlo to exaggerate, 1 wouUl chiim for it your calm, earnest, and impartial

coufideiation.

With tiie ])ublie men of llritish Xorth Ameriea it now rests to deeii'o whether the vast tract of

eounlry which they iuhiihit >liall lie consolidated into a state combining within its area all the elements

of national greatness, providing lor the >ecurity of its component ])arts, and eoiiti ihuting to t'.ie strength

and stability of tiie Kinpire, or whether tiie several I'rovinces of which it is constituted shall remain in

t!n'ir present I'ragtnentary and isolated condition, eoiojiaralively powerless fornnitiial aid, and incapal)!e

of nmlertaking tiu'ir proper share of linjierial respou.-diility.

In the di>cussion of an issue of .-\u'h moment, I Icrvently pray that your nunds maybe guideil to

conclusions which shall redound to the honour of our Sovereign, to liie welfare of Iler subjects, and to

your own reputation as patriots and statesmen.

No. 4.

Sirl?. n. ^fao-

nonmlltoLdril
Jlor.ck,

.Tan. 9. isn.-.

Iiord Mnnok to

Sir 1! (i. .M.io-

Pnnncll,

.Inn. IS, ISG.'i.

• Vidf I'apcr»

i-Vh. 7, 1S6J,

pugu 11.

No. 4.

Copy of a DESPATCH from Vi.sooiiiit Mon( k' to the Riglit Hon. Enw.vun
Caiidweli,, JNI.r

(No. '20.) Government House, Quebec,

J.imiarv 'JO, ISG.").

Sin, (HcciiNcd. Fcliniary ;i, lS(i,-;.)

I UAVf, the honour to enclose a copy of a Despatch from tlie Lieutenant-Governor

of Nova Scotia, anil of my answer, relative to the course to he iuhipteil f()r the |)iir|)ose of

givint^ cll'ect to the instructious conveyed to me in your Dcspilch of tiie ;$i(l Dccindjcr

1864, No. ()3,* respecting the pro[)o.seil Union o( the British North American Provinces.

I liavc, iVe.

Tlic Ri-hl Hon. Edwanl Caniweli, Ml'., (Signed) MOXCK.
&C. &C, &'C.
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Knc'.l in No. t. Enclosure 1 in No. I.

l.iciitciiant-fJovernor M.\(l)o\\i i.i. to Lord Monck.

My Lono, (iovcrnnient House, Halifax, Nova Scotia, .lannary 0, lSfi."i.

1 llAvr. the honnnr to .Mcliuowlcdge receipt ot' your I.oi(isiii|i's liespatch of llie '.'.li'd l)ccciiib(>r,

transmitting copy of tlic> reply of I ler .M.ijestv's I'liiicipal Secielary of State to your i,ord?liip, c\prc>>iiig

tiie \ic\\> of tiie Queen's (ioverninent on the resolutions adopted by the (,hiel)ec ( 'tiiifei'cnci'.

'.'. In refeieiice to the coiiise which your I.ord.'^hip ^ugge^ls for the purpe-e of giv iiig cllc<l to tiie

instructions of Iler Majet-ty's (ii)veniment, viz., "to !<iibniit to the icjpecti\e I,egi,--latiues llie project of
" the Confereiiee," I am in a position to state that tliis (iovernment will talic similar >I"ps to thosi^

jiropo.icd to be taken in Canada, that is to say, when the papers and correspondence (Minicetcd with tiie

cniiject ?hall have been laid bclnii' Parliament, wiiieii I iia\i' summoned to ineel on tiie '.Mil {'cliiiiaiy,

an address to Iler Majoly will be mo\ed by (lie leader of the (ioxcnniieiit. praying Iler .Maiesty to

direct ste|)s to be taken for |ia>>iiig an Act of ilie Imperial Parliament to unile tiie Province-, of Urili^ii

North .\iiieric.;. The rcsolnt ions ol the tjliiebec ( 'niilircnce will be suggested as the general basis of

siiehrniiin, to be eariied (Uit in such a inamier ns may be judged by Ili'r Majesty's (io\crnmciit most
coiiipalible with the joint iiitere«.ls of tiie Crown and of tlnx" portion" of the liriti;-h linipire.

,. ;t. Itisevidciil from the iMnnmniiicalion of the liiglit I loiK.nrable the Secretary of Stale that Iler

.Majesty's (iovernment expects to lie aidetl in the preparation of a Pull cmbeilying the Migncsiions of
the (,»U"lii'c Coiilerclice by deputations lioiutlie re,-pectivc Provin.'c-. It al-o appears to myself and
the meiiibers of my < iovenniieiit that to .ivoid the probable miiltipli,ed divergence of opinion in each
Legislature, iiisepar.ilile from diseus-ing a great variety of details in several independent Parliaments,

despite of a L'eneral agreement in the main cilijeet and priiK-iples of tin- general srhemc, it j^ better for

thes<' Piiivinees to avail llicnisehes of the liieiidly arbilrament of the <,ineeirs (io< einnient, and send
delegates to einisull with the latter during preparalioii of llie pioposed Imperial llill. The peciili.ir

views III each Legislature might, il liceessai y, liiid appropriate e\pie. -ion in iiislnii tious to the deli'guti's

from each.

I, This seems the wi-esi and most emnplele mode of disponing of all ipie-tions ot prerogative as well

US of all suggested amendments of the (,liicbec resnliitions ; on all ^iieli jioinl- I and my Coimeil feel that

the simplest and most eireetual iiinde of serving these Provinces is to coullde In the wisdom, di-cretioii,

liiid li'ieiidly ili^posjljon of the Imperial ( io\ei iiiiieiit.

•'i. Any oilier course appears to this (ioveinnient caleiil.iled to open a door to the reneual nut of one
Init of as iiiaiiy ciiulerciiees as tiieie are di«tilicl Lcgi-latiire-, Such a course miulit possibly cud hi

the ilideliiiit:' ailjounimeiit ol ;dl niiiou, .mil tins ( iioeriimeiit would \ie\v with '-erioiis appreliensjuii the

giave I oiwcipieiiees and general embariassnienl to public business w liiell might be caused by llins lioliliiig

ni tuispeiise such important <|iieslionH, and protraciiiig their dibCU«Biun bu lutu uit to |ireNeiil i!<eir HOttiu-

tiieiit by imperial legmlutieii within the eurreiit year.
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ED UNION
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OF THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN PROVINCES. 5

C<. T trust the above views of myself and of this Government eoincide with those of your Lordship,

and" that all these Provinces may attain the early realisation of their hopes of union by reposinn: a.

peneral eontidence in the ability aud wisdom of Her Majesty's Government to arrange satisfactorily

whatever details the (.hiebec Conference may have left incomplete.

I have, (Sec.

The night lion. Viscount Monek, (Not signed).

&c. &c. kc.

Canada.

Enclosure 2 in No. i.

Lord MoN'CK to Lieutenant-Governor MacDowi'.i.i..

gjij (iovermueut Ilon-e, <ihiel)ee, .lanmtry 18, 18G."i.

I iiAvi; the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the Dtli instant, in rcfereuee

to the course to be jjursued in the several Pioviiieial Legislatures on the subject of the pmijosed Union,

and I will at onco lay it before my Executive Council for their consideration.

I have, kit.

Lieutenant-Governor Sir H. G. MacDonnell, C'.IJ., (Signed) Monck.

iVc. &c. kc.

End. J in No, 4.

No. No. 5.

Coi'v of a 1)ESP.\TCH from Viscotmt Monciv to tlie Right Hon. Edward
Cauuwi:ll, i\I.l\

(No. 28.) Quebec, .Taniiary 25, 1865.
Sin, (Hccciveil FchriiaVy 9. I«(j.j.)

I iiAVK the iioiioiir to enclose a co|)y of a Despatch from the Licuteiiatil-Ciovernor
^

of Prince Eilwanl Island, anil of niy answer, respectitiu,' tiie time for assetnbliii^' liie ,Ai7pT^-i£?*-

Leoislatiire of titat Colony for tlie consideration of the Resolutions of tite Quebec ~'—
---'iilii^

Conference.
I Iiavc, Sec.

I
Tlic Right Hon. Edward Cardwcll, M.P., (Signed) MUNCK.

&C. Arc. iS:c.

i

i Enclosure 1 in No. 5.

Lieut-(io\eriu>r l)i m)As to Lord Move k.

Enil. I in No. 5.

Government House, Prince E<l"ard Island,

Mv Loiiii, .laiuiary '.', isc'i,

1 ii.wr. to acknowledge the ree(>ipt on the 7th instant, of your Lordship's Despatch of the 'J.Iril

lilt., trausinittiii'i' co|)y of a Desp-ilch from the Si'cretary of .State for the Colonies, and your reply

thereto, oil the siibjeef of the ri'snliitinU'^ ad'ipted by the Coiilcreme which rei'cutly assembled at tiluebee,

to consider the ])ropriety of etlecling an ruiouofihe Pnu iuees of lirilish .North .\lMeiica.

I ha\e. in accordance with your rei|ue>l, cnusulled my a<b i-ers on the subject. It will be iiieouveuieiu

for local reasiins, that I should summon the LeLri>lalure of this Prn\ince bel'ore the i.'Slli Pebniary ; but

I am prepared to do so if your L(ird-bip is dc-iroiis of obtaining sooner the ileeiT-ioii of this Legi>latiire

cm thi'< important (pie^tion,

.\t the openinu' ' i the Legislature, I ]U'oiiiwe to bring the prcijeet of the Conference before both

Houses, and to iiiMie them lc< give their e.ilm ami di^p i^sionate consideration ti) a subject of su.-h

inanifc^t iiiteresl aiiil importance to llii< 'utiin' welfare of tl:e Ccdoiiy.

My ministers are aiivioiis to meet, so far as they I'an the wishes of ||cr Mjijcsfy's ( iovernmeut, iiucl

of your I.cuilship, as to the time of siibmilliug this matter to the Legislature, .•mil if the '.'sih i'cbruaiy

iippeai's to your Lordship to be iiicoiiveiiiently late, I shall be ghul if you will inform me of the latest

date wliieli will meet with your approval,

I lia\e, \T,

J The Itight Hon. Viseinmt Mc .ick, (Sijfned) Gi inii.i Dimi \n
iVc. \e. vVe. Lieiitonant-Cioveriior.

Liielo.siire '.' in \o. .1.

N'iseoimt Mos( K to I,iciii,(io\cnior Hi vii\s,

Sill. (,liiebec, .Iimil.'iry '.'."i, L"'!"."'.

I II.VM the licmoiir to acknowledge the receipt of your I>espateh of the nth instant, in wliicli

vou inform me that yon have ileciih-d to summon the Parliament of i'rim c Edward island to meet on
llie'.'sth l'"cbiuaiy. but that if I d. sire, in eoiine\ion with the intention of -iibmitling to its eoii«i-

denitioii the propos(.il I'liion of tln< Itritish North .\imric,in Provinces, that il slinuld meet on an earlier

day, \ciii are piep.ired to meet my views in reference to this matter.
I hiive the honour to sa^ iu reply, I do nut think nnv iidxatitiigo would be gainoil iiy assembling

your I'arliaineiit at ini i-arlier day (hat that which vou mention.
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6 COURESPONDFAXE RESPECTING THE PROPOSED (JNION

I hope tt) triuiiiiilit to you by iiu early (ippoitiniity tlic tonus of the motion in which it is jiroposod

hy till' Ciiiiiuliiiii Ministry to bring this iuiportiint subject under tlie eonsideraliou of ilie I'inlianu'iit of

tliis I'roviuco.

Li('ut.-(iovernor Dundas, I have, kc.
kc. ki: (Signed) Monck.

No. R, No. 6.

Copy of a DESPATCH iVoiii A'iscoiint jNIomk to the RigliL Hon. I'Idwahd

Cahdwixi,, M.P,

(No. 32.) Quebec, Jamiaiy 26, 1805.
{licccivcd FclMMiary 9, IS(i,-,.)

SlU, (AiiswcriMl. No. 21, Frliniary 1.'), lH(i,^, p. 41'.)

^^- ' I iiAvi; tile Iioiioiir to enelose copies ol' Atldresses ])reseiited to ii:e liy the two

"jS^ —^ Houses of the Legisiiitiire in answer 1o the speech Irom the Throne, ami of my replies.

— ^
I nave, \-c.,

The Rii-lit Hon.Kdwanl Cardwell, M.P., (Signed) MONCK,
&C. \'C. &c.

Kni:l. 1 iuNo.fl, I'"nr!osuri" 1 in No i!.

T lis Kxi'dli'iuy the llinht Tlonoiirablc ('ii.\in.i;s Stavi.i.v, Viseouut Mom k, Hanui Mom k, of

Hallytrannnon, in tiie t'ounty of Wexford. CJovcrnor-fieneral of Mritisii .North America, and
('apiain-ticneral and (io\eriiiii-in-< 'hief in and over tlie I'roviiicos of C'anada, Nova .S'otia, New
Brunswick, and tlie Island ot I'rince Kdward, and Viee-Adniual of the same, iVc., iVe., i:c.

(Extract.)

May it i'mam: voi u Em i- i.i.i'.nc v.

We recall witli satisfaefiou your K\eell(M\cy's statenunt at the (lose of the last session of rarliainenf,

that it was yoiu' intention, iu conjunction with y<nir Ministers, to jiri pare and snhinit to Parliament a

measure for the sidution of the constitutional problem, tile discus^ion of w hii li has for s<iiiie years

agitated the I'rovince.

We receive witii earn.'^t attention your K\celleney"s anliouncenient, that a careful consideration of

the ficneral |iosition of Ih-iti-h North .America induced the conviction that the circuinstances of the

times alVordeil the op|iortiinity. not merely for the settlement of a ipiestion of )n'oviiii-ia! |iolitic!i, Init

also for the sinuiltaueoiis (leation of a new nationality.

We thank your l'I\celleiicy for inforiniiif!; us that preliminary ney;otiatioiis were opened by your
E\cellency with the I.ieutenaiit (loveinors of the Provinces of IJritish Niu'th Anieri<'a : and tiiat the

re-ult was. that a nieetiuff was h(dd at <,hiebec, in the ni(aith ofOcloiier last, composed of dtdcttates

Irom those Colonies. re]n'e-,eiitiiin' all shades of ])olitical jiarty in their several commntiities, iiominate(i

by the Lieuteiiaiit-(«ovoriiors of their re--pecti\e Provinces, who assiniibled here, with tiie sanction ol

llie Crown and at yoiir Excellency's invitation, to confer with the members of the Canadian ministry

on the po-*»il)ility ol ell'ectinjf a Union of all the Provinces of Ih'itish North America.
We liave learned wilii tlu" deencsi interest that this Confereuce, after leii«'tliened deiilierations,

arrived at the conclu-ion tiiat a federal I'nion of these Pro\inces was feasible and de.-irable, and thai

the result of its lalimirs is a plan of c(]n>litiitiiin for the iiropo'-ed I'liion, eniiiodied in a series of resolu-

tions, wliidi, with otiier papers ndatini; lo the siil)|ec|, yniir Excellency has directed to be laid

hefoie Parliament: and lliat tlic yeneral desiifii of a Ciiiiai. and tin' particular plan by whicl; it i>

)noposed to carrv that iiileiilioii into etl'ect, have both recei\i'd ihe <'ordial approbalion el' ihe Imperial

(ioveriimcnt.

\u Imperial .\ct of Parliament lieinj; necessary in lU'der lo fjive ell'ect to the eontemplatiMl I'nion

of tile Colonies, |hi> House is gratified to learn that your Excellency has been ollicially iiifornuil

1)\ liic Secretary of Siate that lier Majesty's Minislers will be prepared lo inhoduce a Itill for thai

purpose into tlie Imperial I'arliauieiit, so mioii as lliey shall ha\e been nolilied llial the proposal has

received the sanction of the l.ci:islaliires ie[aeseiitinn' the several I'ro.nices all'ecled by it.

.\n(l we assure your Exndlency tliat this subject, which \ou have been |)leased lo commend to oiir

Htlention, and the iinpnrlance ol which to onrseUi'^ and ;•> our dcv.cendanis il is impossible to exa^jyi'

rale, shall receive Irom lliis 1 bnise llii" calm, eiiniesf, and im|)artial cnnsiileration which yonr Excellencv

(daiins lor it.

We desii'i' to couM'y lo voiir I'.xcelli'Ucv a sense of ihc prol'ouiiil respect with wliiili this ilou-i-

has received llie assurance o| your lonviction thai with llie public men otiliilish Ndrlh .\merica ii

liiivv rests to decide whether the vast tract ofi'oimlry which lliev inliabil sjiiill be ( inisnlidaled into a

Si. lie, eomliininy wilhiii ils area all the eleuieiils of nalional urealness, pioviiliiii;' lor llii" security of il-

eoinponent parts, and conlnbulin^' lo ihe slrcii;;lli and slabiliiy of ihe l'',mpire; or vvhelher llie several

Provinces of which it is i itiistiluleil shall remain in thi ir presenl li'a;.nneiitiiiy and isolaleil coiidilion.

Comparatively powerless fur niiiliialaid, ami incapable of undertakiu).! their proper share of Impeiial

respoiisihilitv.

Wt' onite with your Excidleney in fervently prii) ing that in the discussion of an issue of sueli

iiioiuent, our minds may he u;uided to eonchisions wliii'h shall redound to llio honour of our Sovereiffii.

mill to the well, lie of ller subjects.
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1 have, kc.
(Signed) Monck.

It Hon. KnwAUD

iiiary 26, 18(i5.

Iiniary !), ISO.',.)

Kchniiiry I.^i, IMW, p. 41'.)
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I nave, tSre.,

sued) iMUNCK,
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last session of Parliaiiicni,
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Enclosure 2 in No. (1.

Mr. Si'KAKK.u and ClentliMnen of tlie I.cij;islative Council.

I THAVK von for voiir address. I am cuiivinced that you will a|)|ily yourselves to the consider-

ation of the iiii|ii)rtaiit matters that will he laid iiefurc you in a calm ami (lispassiouate spirit.
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Enclosure 3 in No. C.

To his Excellency the Ilijiht HononraUle Ciiaiii.ks Siavi.kv, Viscount Moxck, Baron Mdvck, of

Hallytrammon, in tlic County of Wexford, (iovernor-Oeneral of Hritish North America, and
Captain-( Jcueral and tinvernor-iu-Chicf in and over the Provinces of Canad.'i, Nova Scotia, New
Ihunswick, ;iud the Island of I'riiicc Edward, aiul \'ice-Admiral of the same, iVc, iVc, ^:c.

(Extract.)

.Ma'i ir I'l.KAsK VOIIi EXCKM.KM'V :

\Vc have imt ceased to hear in mind, th;it at the close of the hist session of Parliament your

Excellency irraciously iiiforincd us that it was your intention, in conjunction with your .Ministers, to

prepare and suhinit to us a mc;isuie for the solution of the constitutional ])roblem, the discussion of

which has for some years ajfitated this Province.

We receive from your Excelli'ucy, with the most profound attentinn, the aiinouucemcut,

—

That a careful consideration of the irnneral position of Hritish North America induced the conviction,

that ill" eircinnstauccs of the times .•ill'onled the opportunity, not meielyfor the settlement ofaqiiestion

of provincial politics, hut also for the simultaneous creation of a new nationality:

TliHt prcliiiiiiKU-y ne;i'otiatioiis were opened hy your I'^xccUeiicy with the Licutenaut-Govcriiors of the

other Proviiici's of liiitish North Auierii-a, and that the result was that a mcrtiuif was held at i.lnehec

in the mouth of October last, cmnposed of delenaies from those Colonies, representinu' all shades of

|iiilitii-al parlviii their several commimities. nomiuated by tlw l,ieuteii;iut-(ioveriiois of their respective

I'roviiiccs. who assembled here with the sauetioii of the Ciowii and at your Excellem y's invit.ation, to

confer with th(^ members of the Canadian Ministry on the possibility of eil'ectiiig a L'liion of all the

J'roviiiees of Mritish North America:
That this Conference, after lengthened (hdiberatloiis, arriM'd at the ronclu--iou that a feder.al I'nion

of these Provinces was feasible aiul desirable, and the result of its labours in a jilaii of constitution liir

the proposed luioii, embodied in a si>ries of resolutions, which, with other papers relating to the
subject, your E\eidlency has directed to be laid before us:

.\iiil tint the geiu'ral design of a I'liiou, and the particul.ir p'aii iiy which it is promised to carry that

intention into ell'eet, have both rcci'iM'd the cnrdi.d aiiiirobation of the Imperial (iovennnent.
Iiiiismuch as an Inijiciial .\rt of Parliaiiieiit will be necessary ill order to give elfeet to the con-

teiii|ilateil I'liioii of the Colonies, we .are gratitied to learn from your Excellencv tli;it von have been
oilici.ally iiiforiiied by the Secretary of .State, tlnit Her Majesty's .Miui-ler- will be prepared to introduce

.I Ihll fur that purpose into the Imperial Parli.iiiieiit, so soon as they shall have been notilied that the

prii])os,d li.is :'ecciveil the sanction ot the Legislatures representing the several Provinces .ilfccted by it.

Your I'lxcellciicy may rest assured tint in giving our attention to this subject, the importance of

which, to ourselves .nid to our descendants, it is impossible to exaggerate, we shall bestow upon it our
calm, earnest, and imp;iitial coiisideratimi.

We receive with deference the expression of your Exeellencys conviction, that uitli the pulilie men
of Hritish North .Vineriea it now rests to decide whether the vast tract of country which they inhabit

sliill be ciiiisohd.'iled into a State, combining within its area all the elennnits of national grcatiu'ss,

pnniiliiig for the security of its compi.neiit parts, and contributing to the strength and stability of the

l!iiipire: or wherher the several Pnuinccs of which it is coiistitnted shall reinaiii in their present frag-

mentiiry aiid isolated ciiiiditioii, r.iiiipar;iti\ely powerless for mutual aid, and iiieapable of undertaking
their proper share of Imperial re-poiisibility.

.^iid we unite with your lAeellciicy in the fervent jirayer, that in the (liseii>>iiiii of mi issue of such
mniiieiil, niir minds m;iy be guided to conclusions which shall redniiiid to the hoiiour of olU" Sovereign,

and to the welfare nf Her subjects.

Euelii-.uie I in No. li.

Mr. Si'i AKi II and (icnllemeii of the Legislative .\sseinbly.

1 III vxK yon for this .iddress. I am happy to hear that yon are p epared to enter at once upon ihi"

discussion of the several iinpiiitanl siibjcit-- that I have submitted to miu.

Canada.

Encl.ainNo.B.

End. 3 in No.C.

End. 4 iu No, li.

No. 7.

Coi'vol'a Dl'lSP.VrC'll liom \'isc'oiiiit MoNiKti le Uiulil Hon. Kdwaiiu
Cauuwki.l, M.V.

(No. ;}5.) (Quebec, .liiimary ;»»», isO").

( liei'eiM'il, Kebniiiry 17, Isii.'i.l

Sill,
I .\iiMVcieil, Ni). ;i0, Kel.riiiiry L't, \^r,r>, p. IL',)

I iivvi; tlie lionotir to enclose a copy of a ciiviilar Despatch which I have this

day adilie.H.sed to iho Lietileiiaiit-Ciovcrnofs ami to the Ciovcrnor of NewUmndlaiid.
I have, iVc.

The Right Hon. Edward Curdwcll, AI.P., ("^igii^'il) MONCK.
&c. Sec. 9tCt

No. 7.

J
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