
HOUSE OF COMMONS 

Friday, November 22, 1867 

The Speaker took the Chair at three 
o'clock. 

CONTINGENCIES COMMITTEE 

Hon. Mr. Langevin presented the first re-
port of the Standing Committee on contingen-
cies, and moved that its quorum be reduced 
to seven members. Carried. 

COMMITTEE ON EXPIRING LAWS 

Hon. Mr. Gray presented the first report of 
the Standing Committee on expiring laws, 
and moved that its quorum be reduced to five 
members. Carried. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

Hon. Mr. Howland presented the first re-
port of the Standing Committee on Public 
Accounts, and moved that its quorum be 
reduced to seven members; also, that the 
public accounts for the year ending 30th 
June, 1866, be referred to the said committee. 
Carried. 

COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 

Mr. Mackenzie presented the first report of 
the joint Committee on Printing, and moved 
that its quorum be reduced to seven mem-
bers. Carried. 

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY LOAN 

Sir John A. Macdonald gave notice that on 
Tuesday he would move that the House do, 
on Thursday, resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain resolutions re-
specting the loan of three millions sterling for 
the Intercolonial Railway. 

RIGHT OF MINISTERS TO SIT IN THE 
HOUSE 

Mr. Blake gave notice that, on Monday, he 
would call the attention of the House to a 
subject alluded to in a former debate, name-
ly, the right of his honourable friends on the 
Treasury benches to occupy their seats it 4-his 
House. (Hear, hear, and laughter). 

INDEMNITY TO MEMBERS 

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald the 
second reading of the Bill relating to In-
demnity of Members and r Salaries of the 
Speakers of both Houses of Parliament was 
taken up. 

Hon. Mr. Dorion said the theory of the 
sessional allowance of six hundred dollars 
was that as the session was expected to last 
one hundred days the pay would be six 
dollars a day. As a matter of fact, however, 
in 1865 there were two sessions, lasting nine-
ty-nine days, and members got eleven dollars 
seventy cents per day for one session and $15 
for the other. In 1863, also, there were two 
sessions, and the pay equalled $9.67 per day 
in the one session, and $7.69 in the other. The 
true principle, he contended, was a fixed per 
diem allowance. He did not intend to divide 
the House, but did not wish by his silence to 
have it supposed that he acquiesced in the 
Bill. 

Mr. Blake said it would be a waste of time 
to propose an amendment to the Bill. He 
admitted that the Government had a reasona-
ble excuse for the principle upon which the 
Bill was based, it having been admitted by 
the Parliament of the late Province of 
Canada, still he must characterize it as a 
vicious principle. With regard to mileage, he 
hoped a better system would be arrived at. 
The honourable Minister of Justice had said 
the principle of constructive mileage was 
wrong and immoral. He agreed with the 
position of the leader of the Government in 
that respect. He referred to the views enun-
ciated by the members from the Maritime 
Provinces. They had only the statements of a 
few honourable members as to the facts. He 
suggested that ten cents per mile was too 
much in Upper Canada, and showed that his 
own mileage at that rate would be more than 
double what it cost him. He proposed that 
every member should receive what he would 
certify to be his necessary travelling expenses 
up to a maximum of ten cents per mile. 
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He contended that instead of 100 a mile 
which so far as Canada was concerned 
gave the members $30.00 more than their 
actual travelling expenses, members should 
receive what they declared to have been their 
actual expenses—not to exceed 10c a mile. He 
intimated that he would move an amendment 
to that effect in committee of the whole. 

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said it was 
essential at the opening of a new Parliament 
that a measure should be introduced, and 
therefore the Government had taken that on 
to statute book of the late Province, against 
which there had been no objection. He knew 
that honourable members thought $6 not 
sufficient for expenses of members of Par-
liament. Under the Bill they would receive a 
little over $6, but very little. The matter was 
in the hands of the House to deal with. He 
thought there might be a fixed rate of mile-
age, and that members should not be com-
pelled to contract their comforts for fear they 
should be accused of intailing too great a cost 
on the country. He thought if his honourable 
friend reduced the mileage much more mem-
bers would have to travel on foot. 

He thought $6 a day not quite sufficient 
on account of the increased expenses of 
living, but as the people had been accustomed 
to that rate they might not like to see it 
raised. As sessions of Parliament would prob-
ably not exceed three months, the sessional 
allowance would in fact give a little more 
than $6 per day which was only fair. As 
regarded the mileage, he thought it better to 
have a fixed rate than to require from mem-
bers a declaration as to their actual expenses. 
The accounts would be contrasted and it 
might afterwards be thrown in face of a 
member on the hustings by an opposing 
candidate, that in going to the seat of Govern-
ment he had travelled more like a prince 
than a representative of homespun people in 
the back woods. Members also would be 
looking what the others had charged before 
they made their declaration, and he was sure 
the great economical party of which his 
friend from West Durham was a member, 
would take care that their expenses were six 
pence less than the amounts charged by gen-
tlemen on his side. (Laughter). 

[Mr. Blake (Durham West)] 

Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald said he 
would not take any objections to the proposal 
of the Government. Under the old system the 
constituents of honourable members had not 
complained, and it gave advantages to the 
Government. 

Mr. Holton objected to the fact that the 
system did give the Government of the day 
an advantage, and for that reason he opposed 
it. 

Hon. Mr. Johnson called attention to the 
provisions of the rules of the House, which 
provided that no member should vote upon a 
question in which he was personally in-
terested. 

Mr. F. Jones said the honourable member 
for Chateauguay had held the purse-strings 
of the Province, and did not at that time 
think it necessary to suggest indications of 
the amount of indemnity of members. He 
argued that a rate per diem and certified 
mileage would increase the expense. 

Mr. Walsh said the indemnity was not for 
time spent by members, but for expenses. He 
objected to the Bill because it gave them 
increased indemnity. He thought this session 
should not be made an exceptional one, but 
that the two should be considered as one, and 
members receive allowance as if for one 
session. He approved of the present system of 
mileage. 

He hoped questions would not be taken 
from a New Brunswick or Nova Scotian 
point of view, but upon their merits. The 
gentleman opposite did not propose a reduc-
tion, but only that individual members might 
reduce it if they saw fit. He proposed that 
this session with regard to mileage, should 
not be considered as two sessions but one. 

The Bill was read a second time. 

On motion the House went into committee 
on the Bill—Hon. Mr. Smith in the Chair. 

Mr. Chamberlain said if the session extend-
ed beyond 90 days the members should have 
$600, but unless it did so extend, they should 
have but $6 per day. 

Mr. Blake said his character as an in-
dependent member should not be impugned 
by imputing motives, as had been done by 
the honourable member for Norfolk. He 
moved his amendment respecting mileage. 
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Mr. F. Jones said the honourable member 
for West Durham was the first to accuse 
honourable members of mercenary motives. 
He (Mr. J.) said his experience of honourable 
members for seven years was that honourable 
gentlemen were above such imputations. 

Mr. Walsh said a fair allowance for mileage 
should be made, placing all upon the same 
footing, or none at all. 

The amendment was put and lost. 

Sir John A. Macdonald, moved that the 
committee rise and report the bill without 
amendment, and a third reading be ordered 
on Monday next. Carried. 

BEAUHARNOIS ELECTION PETITION 

On the question of receiving the petition 
presented on Wednesday against the return of 
Mr. Cayley for Beauharnois, 

Hon. Mr. Holton said the law provided that 
electoral petitions must be presented within 
the first fourteen days of the session. This 
petition was presented on the fifteenth. 

Sir John A. Macdonald said the objection 
suggested two questions:—First, Whether 
Wednesday was the fourteenth or fifteenth 
day of the session—that is, whether the 
session commenced on the 6th instant, when 
His Excellency directed the House to elect a 
Speaker, or on the following day, when the 
Governor delivered his speech. Secondly—if 
the fourteen days had elapsed, whether ob-
jections should be taken to the reception of 
the petition, or whether it was a preliminary 
objection to be taken before the Election 
Committee. He suggested that the motion 
stand till to-morrow. Agreed. 

THE FRENCH LANGUAGE 

Several routine motions having been car-
ried, which had been read to the House only 
in English. 

Hon. Mr. Chauveau complained of the fre-
quency of this practice, and claimed that the 
whole of the routine business should be trans-
acted in both languages. There were five or 
six members of the House who did not under- 
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stand English at all, and more than twenty 
others who could not understand a statement 
in that language so intelligibly as in French. 

Hon. Mr. Dunkin hoped that in future the 
suggestion of his honourable friend would be 
carried out. It should be remembered, that in 
the Quebec Parliament there would be an 
English minority who did not understand 
French, and the same right which would be 
claimed for the minority to have all proceed-
ings in both languages should also be extend-
ed to the minority here. 

Speaker Cockburn said that hitherto all 
motions, except those of mere routine, had 
been put in both languages. He would see 
that in future the practice included all pro-
ceedings. 

PROVINCIAL NOTES 

The orders of the day being called, 

Hon. Mr. Holton said that when the Min-
ister of Justice read a memorandum the other 
evening, stating the subjects which in this 
part of the session would be brought before 
the House, he (Mr. Holton) failed to catch the 
word "currency". We were at present in this 
anomalous position that we had money, to 
wit, the Provincial notes, which was legal 
tender in this part of the Dominion, but not 
in the Lower Provinces. If they were to 
assimilate the dues payable to Government, 
they should assimilate at the same time the 
money in which those dues were payable. 

Sir John said the question whether such a 
measure would be introduced in the first part 
of the session was under consideration of the 
Government. 

COMMERCIAL BANK 

On motion of Sir J. A. Macdonald, the Bill 
to amend the Act of Incorporation of the 
Commercial Bank, to authorize its amalgama-
tion with any other bank or banks, or its 
winding up, was read a second time, and 
referred to the Standing Committee on 
Banking and Commerce. 

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the 
62nd rule of the House was suspended in 
reference to the said Bill. 
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SUPPLY TO HER MAJESTY 

On motion of Sir John A. Macdonald, the 
House went into Committee of the Whole, 
and adopted a resolution "That a supply be 
granted to Her Majesty," which was reported 
to the House. 

INTERCOLONIAL R.R. TERMINUS 

Mr. Blanchet moved an address for corre-
spondence relative to the terminus of the 
railway intended between Quebec and 
Halifax. Carried. 

REPORTING THE DEBATES 

Mr. Mackenzie moved to refer the subject 
of reporting the debates of Parliament to the 
Joint Committee of both Houses on Printing. 
Carried. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY OF THE DOMINION 

Hon. Mr. Smith moved an address for a 
statement showing the value of the public 
works and property, etc. of the Dominion of 
Canada. Carried. 

Sir John A. Macdonald, seconded by Hon. 
Mr. Cartier, moved the second reading of the 
Act of Incorporation of the Commercial Bank 
of Canada, etc. 

Mr. Casault objected that the Bill was not 
printed in French. 

The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Committee on Banking and 
Commerce. 

The House then went into committee on 
the Bill of Supply. 

The Bill passed a second reading. 

Mr. Blanchet moved an address for corre-
spondence between the Government of 
Canada and Her Majesty's Principal Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, relating to the 
terminus of the railway intended to connect 
Quebec and Halifax. Carried. 

APPOINTING MAGISTRATES 

Mr. Masson moved an address for corre-
spondence, Orders in Council, etc. in relation 
to the power of appointing Justices of the 
Peace. 

Sir John said there was no correspondence 
or Orders in Council between the Federal and 
the Local Governments respecting the ap-
pointing of Justices of the Peace. He was 
satisfied that the intention of Her Majesty's 
Government was that such appointments be-
longed to the Local Governments. If there 
were any doubts on the subject, they could be 
at once removed by an Act of the Local 
Parliaments authorizing the Government to 
issue commissions appointing magistrates. 

Mr. Gray said there was more involved in 
this question than appeared at first sight, 
particularly in the Maritime Provinces. Ac-
cording to the laws of New Brunswick, mag-
istrates have power to take acknowledgement 
of deeds. If it was hereafter determined that 
magistrates appointed by the Local Gov-
ernment since the 1st of July were riot legally 
appointed, it might cause a great deal of 
litigation. Therefore it was very important 
that they should come to some decision upon 
the subject. 

Hon. Mr. Cartier read several clauses in the 
Union Act to provide that the power to 
appoint magistrates existed in the Local 
Governments. The General Government 
might make a law in regard to appointing 
Justices of the Peace, but there was no such 
law now. 

Mr. Anglin said no magistrate should be 
appointed until all doubt had been removed. 

Hon. Mr. Dunkin said if there was any 
doubt concerning these appointments, the 
Local Legislatures should legislate upon the 
subject. 

Mr. Smith believed the Government of 
New Brunswick had appointed from 40 to 58 
magistrates since the 1st July. He thought 
some steps should be taken to stop the exer-
cise of that power until all doubts were 
removed, as the consequences would be seri-
ous to many persons if it should hereafter be 
decided that they were illegally appointed. 

Dr. Tupper also expressed doubts regarding 
the legality of these appointments, and said 
the only wise course to pursue was that an 
Act should be passed by the Local Legisla- 
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tures, giving the General Government power 
to make these appointments, and providing 
for any defects in the commissions already 
issued. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

Mr. Mackenzie said, a great number of the 
members of this House and of the Senate 
desired official reports. He moved to refer the 
subject of reporting debates of Parliament to  

the joint committee of both Houses on print-
ing. Carried. 

Hon. Mr. Smith moved an address for a 
statement showing in detail the Public Works 
and property of the Dominion of Canada, 
derived by virtue of the Act of Union. Car-
ried. 

On motion the House then adjourned to 
Monday next at three o'clock. 
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