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QUCBfC'S AHSHFRS TO PROPOSAl,$ BY THE ABORlGIIIAL PEOPLES -----------------------------------
I. QuEbec ~ognizes that the a~orlg inal peoples of Quebec const i tute d ist ir l •~t flations, ent it led to t heir own cu i ture , language, t raditional cu<toa5 ~s well •~ having ~ right to determine , by themsel ves, t he rt~ve l opment nf the i r owrl idcnti ty . 

?.. tt also rec.;o<)Riles lhe right. of abOr1C'Ii na1 nati ons . wi thi n t he f rame­work or Qu~hP.c 1 e9 is la lion , to own a nd to contt-o 1 t he land~ that arc attr ibuted lo ~-

3. lhese l'i ghts referred to in l and 2 are to be exercised by tileiJI as p;~rt of the Qut!bec c011111Jnity and hence could not i>~ply r ights of sovere lgn ty t llo t caul d a f foc L t ile territori a I i ntegrlty of Qu~bec . 
"· The aborig1na l nations may oxerc,se, on t he lands agreed upon be b1een them and the govct·nment , hunt ing , f ishing and trapping r ights , the right to harvest fruit and game and to ba r ter between themsel ves . 1 n so ((I r as posr. ib l e, thci t• t rod i tiona 1 occupat ions and needs are to be ta~en into account in designating these lands . The ways in which these rights may be exerci sed arc to be do f ined I n specific agreements conc l urred "' Hh each nation. 

!> . The ahor igin{!l l n.Jt ions have the right to t•ke ~.,nrt In the economi c dcvel o1>ment of Qu~be(.:. The qovetllflenl is also wi111ng to recognize lhat they have the rirJhl. to exploit to thei r own advant age , wi th in the fr,..•n.cwork of cxis Li nn 1ag is la tion, the renewable ~nd unre~blc re5<>urces of the land> bllacated to the!~. 
6 . The abot· igillill lhl t i ou~ have tl~ right. 'tlithin the framework of existing leqislation, to 'JOvern themselvc-; on the lands al10<:llted to t hem . 
J . rhC! abodgintll nations have the right. to have and control, within the frame.,rk nf agn:cmeriU be tween thell'l ;:tnd t he gover nment , such insti Lution"i as may correspond ttJ their nC('IdS in aa.tters of <.:ul ture. educatinn~ l~nguaqe ~ hP~lth and social services as we ll as economic <lcve 1 optuen L 

R. The aborl9inal n..,tions ar-e entitled wi t hi n the Framc~10rk oF la\~S of !JI!nerat appl ica t ion and of l1gree.u1ents between them and the goverOIDilnt. lo benefit fro~~ 11ublic funds to encourage the pursuit of objecti ves t.hcy ec; te~m to be fund:unen ta 1 . 

'!, The rights ,-~coqniled by Qu~bec t o the aboriginal pcor>les are so '"ccoyn i zc~d to \-J(IIIl~n and men a l i ke. 
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10. fr<lln J)u~bcc 's po rnt o r view, the protec tion of ex isting rights 

includes also the rights arising from agreements between aboriginal 
peoJrles and Quebec coocluded within the fra.ewort of land clai..s 
se tt.l ~rnent . Moreover . the James !1.1y and Northern Quebec Agreec~ent 

and the North ~as ter·n Qu~bcc Agreen,n t are t<> be considered as 

treaties wi th fu ll e ffect . 

11. Quebe' Is wil ling to consider that existing rights arising out 
of the Moya 1 Proc lotn~ ti on or Ottober 7 , 1763, concerning abor-iginal 

na tlons be exp 1 i d t ly recogn I ~ed l"Jith lr1 the fraruework of Qu~bec 

legisl btion. 

12. Quebe< Is willing to consider. case by case, the recognition of 
treati es signed outs ide Can~da or before Confederat ion, aboriginal 
t i tle . and a ll rights of the aborigina l peoples which could be 
dcri ved thereof. 

13. The ndtive peoples of Qul!be<: , due to .circiiiiStances that are 
peculiar to th<nr, ""'Y enjoy tax e~emptlons in accordance with tenos 

agreed upon by them and the gove:r11men t. 

H. Were the Governrncnt to legiSlate on mGtte·rs rel•ted t o the fundanrental 

rights of the aboriginal nations as recogn i~ed by Quebec, lt pledges 

to consu I t theftl through mechanisms to be determined by tMal and the 

Governn'f;!n t . 

lS. Once eSt.·lbli shed~ such mech&fliSmS- co~.tld be insti tutionaH·z.ed so as 

lo 9uarantee the pArticipation of the •boriginal nations 1n discuss· 
ions ll<)rt~ining to thei r fund-ntal rights . 

Ou~bcc , February 10, 1983 


