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Comments made by the Honoura ble Mark MacGuig an at
the Federal -Provin cial Meeting of Ministe rs on
Aborigi nal Constit utional Matters
Perhaps I could open the discussi ons by stating briefly
where the Federal Governm ent stands with regard to the
Ongoing Process and the Princip les that should guide it.

There would be a First Minister s• Conferen ce either every
two years for four years
years.

o~

every year for the next three

In addition to these meeting s at the First

Ministe rial Level, we would foresee periodic meeting s
of officia ls and Ministe rs.

This would not exclude

bilater al discuss ions between the Federal Governm ent
and each of the Aborigi nal Organiz ations.

I

would

also hope tha= bilater al discussi ons would take place
between provinc ial governm ents and provinc ial aborigin al
organiz ations.

Given the importan ce of the discussi ons that will take
place in the Ongoing Process , we would be prepare d to
support an amendme nt to the Constitu tion to provide
for First Ministe rs' Confere nces for this Ongoing Process •
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In additio n, we are prepare d to suppor t consti tution al
amendm ents to be consid ered by First Minist ers at the
March meetin g, relatin g to the repeal o~ Sectio ns 42(1) (e)
and (f), the, partici pation of Aborig inal People s in
future consti tution al change s and the clarifi cation
of the Rights of Native Women.
furthe r amendm ents if agreem ent

We are open to consid er
can be reache d.

With regard to Princi ples, I would first like to say
that we have all recogn ized that there would still be
unfinis hed busine ss after the March meetin g of First
Minist ers.

We are prepar ed to consid er the formul ation

of a set of object ives or princip les that would guide
the discus sion in the Ongoin g Proces s to addres s this
unfinis hed busine ss.

As was mentio ned this mornin g, these object ives or
princi ples could be expres sed in two or three ways,
that is by way of a solemn declar ation, an accord
or by way of entrenc hment.

We would be prepar ed

to consid er the entrenc hment of these object ives in
a preamb le to, a new section 37.
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The entrenchment of those objectives while not enforceable
in the Courts at'this stage, would represent the
highest level of political commitment.that would
bind

us all

in the pursuit of our work.

By way

of illustration, let me put forward a slightly
modified version of the ICNI proposals contained in the ICNI
letter of January 25, to the Prime Minister,which reads as follows:

That the Aboriginal Peoples be recognized
as distinct Canadian peoples due.to their
occupation of the land since time. immemorial
with appropriate provisions to protect
their aboriginal cultures, histories and
lifestyles;

That the Aboriginal Peoples be entitled
to various institutions of self-government
within the Canadian Confederation;

That the Aboriginal Peoples be afforded the
opportunity to benefit from the use of
their lands and waters as a base for
self-sufficiency and the development of
native communities and families, including
the protection of their traditional livelihoods .
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Again I wish to say that the above three princip les
are example s only to assist in our discussi ons.

There

might be other matters which would lend themselv es to
the formula tion of a stateme nt of princip les.

For

instance Manitob a and Ontario indicate d this morning that they
would be prepared to offer a number of suggesti ons
and I would be pleased to hear from others.

Assumin g

~hat

it would be possible to reach agreeme nt

on a stateme nt of objectiv es, the Ongoing Process would

a primary

task the developm ent of specific
provisio ns for future entrench ment in the Constitut ion or other neasures
then have as

which might be achieved through legislat ion as appropr iate
to give effect to the policy objectiv es being pursued
within the Ongoing Process .

