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'rd.E: CHA I JII>'.AN : 

thh poi.nt# havit19 listenod ou.entbely aa ve all ha~ 

t.o the rc:'i&rks of the t.en PrcN.era. I "'Yld 11ke to 

there a.re a lo t of people out there 111tlo an qoin9 to try 
and follow our disc-.);sions over the next few days iind 

who don 't h~ve the benefit of a program. 

My first comments are to point out that 

in :istenin9 to &ever a! of the Premier&, one might have 

the impression tha.t cana.d~ is a unitary atae& and that 

we .re tacea with several region• !i9hti~ for &one sort 

of 4evolut1on. Scotland tryincJ t4 9et povera for itself 

West:!linu.er; Britt.a~y t ryin<; t.o 9et ·~ powers. We 

all know that that is not the eaae. In apite ot the 

n~r of times we have heard the plea to respect 

diversity in Canada. the plea t o p&rmlt the govern~nts 

c l o1er to the people to have tbe r i<Jht to respond t o 

people 's aes1res, we know t hat 1n Canftda ve ere l iving 

in the ftiOS t dec•ntralhed federation in the 'III'Or l~ . 

l-ie also knov that a O.t.lCh hi9her proportion 

ot public funds are spent in Canada by the provinces 

and the munieipa.Utict th4t c:ome under their jurisdiction 

than by the f@deral 90VCrrPent M4, in t.hh we are far 

a.nd away the MOSt dec:entralhed in t.hete spen41nq tera& 

of AllY country in t he world. 

So. I thin~ it is i#portant that we keep 

thit in perapecti ve in the days to come. What we are 

fiq~tin9 for here is a reneved fedtrali~. an improved 

div! sion of powers an~ a few Othor thi n91 , but we are 

not ~aically trying to create a federal form of 

government wbere the provinces have power , t he p~vinces 



-~ · 

have enormous power now. They have, 1 repeat, ao!"e power 

under our eonstitution than a~y of the ~ntnt parts 

o f any other fe-deral goverf'll:len~ in t.he world. Now, 

that h siaply q first. point • • apok..._n for the 

Canadian Cover~nt. 
• 

r;ow, looking at the ~enda, I understanc! 

that several of you d.id not li.);e the division or dls -

tinetion we tried t o mate i n ~rm1 of t he people 's 

d i vision o! power1. 

aore appro~riate way of stat!~ that and, if 10 I L~ 

happy to accept a change in vocabulary. But, if we 

look at the ~~~~~a. i~ WhAtever order ve take i t, 

i ite:ns of l2 when the provinces a re 

the !e4e.ral povers , ard t;.'Us, I f'CPNt, in t.he aost 

decentralize<! hoelerd fora of govern.'Mint in tlle vorld. 

how they arrive on th• agenda I don 't think I have to 

remind you but perhaps I will in French a little bi t 

lilt was imposed on t ho provin.cee . So, 1 will return 

provincea are asking !or more power for themaelves there 

is one item~ the one eallo4 Power• Over the Lconomy, 

for o~aulves. t..~ federal Canadian Govunae.nt. ve are 

juat ••lln9 th.u t.he con.u .. hutlon reflect wh.at all of us 

viab and .. ny o! you aaid you vishect. to have in Ca.na.da 

• eoeaon eool'IOI!lic aarke t. 
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A& we Yill See "When VI! diiCUS& t.hi& 

1tew lU;er. it; is worth not.SD9 ~t in Canada v e don't 

even ~ve t.be prot.ec:t-ions a gai ntt. econoaic dhcrialM­

tion be~een p:-ovinc:es or econoeic -.obUity b.tween 

pro vinces that exist not only in t.fte European Cor.1m0n 

~rket, but exist in the rules set up by the gen~al 

agree~ent o n ~rr!!s and trade between sovereign 

nations so in this sense we are not atkinq tor more 

powers. It i& not a power grab tor the Canadian 

gover~~~nt. It is an atte~pt to have us all r~ognizc 

that it is t o t he benefit of Ul all that people in 

Canada can move, 

services can DIOVe and of courte t.hat 9oods can move 

vitbo\)t hindennc:e ~tveen one rrov i nee an4 a.nother 

so t.h.at ve can in.!~ be an econocic uni on. 

So these are eight it.os vhere ~e 

provinces want more powers. One vhere you can &ay 

the tec5e.ral qovern::o.ent vantl more power but 1 think 

in fairness we can say thia ia juat a matter of 

puttin9 it in the Constitution t~t there ia • 

common u.rket. 

One is a charter of righta which doean ' t 9ive ~re 

power to the Canadian government or the provincial 

90VUn::.cnts . '!'h.e Char-te r of Jti9hta which 4oetn't 9ive 

.c)re pover to the Canadia n 9overnnent or t.he 

provincial 9overi'I!!:CnU. ~e Cbart.er of ftiqhts is 

~ethift9 1 believe all of ua ~vo in our provincial 

and fedud consti tut1ona •nd wM.ch h a v•y in 

vbich we 9ove.r~~enta aay to the people •wa will respect 

your basic freec1om.a of apeoch, .of rel1qion, of t hought 

and that other freedom, to tpeak one of the official 

laft9ua9ea and to aen4 your children to achOol in one 



of the official languages ~herever fr•edom of movement 

perait-1 you to go or CO«Dpels you to go within 

Canada ... 

So once again we are not a tking 

for more power for oua•lves and J realize that 

by adopti~ Charters cf Righ~s in your own provinces 

you haven't asked tor more pow~r• for youraelves. 

You have j uat saidt There are aooe power& that s houldn't 

be touched by 90vernment, that thould belon9 to t he 

peo?le and that is why we call it the people's 

package because i~ ian't a quarrel or a quibbling 

of who can exercise what jurisdiction . It 11 a 

ques~ion o f wha~ ba11c !und~ental rights of the 

people are ao sacred that none of us should have 

jur isdic tion in ord•r to infringe those rights. 

Now I don 't cringe at uting the 

word •people.• We may have a diacussion in French 

later on that but people's package is meant merely 

to reflect d\at reality and J think thatwe all 

in eh is room )now Wat the people are t-he baaic 

aut.hority which wo all obey . J don ' t rnean in an 

e lectoral aense, I mean in the constit utional sense 

and t his in some way =~•t come out of our 

deliberations, that we are elected t o qovern under 

the ConstltutioO, but why must the Cons~itution 

be obeyed? Beeau1e it expres1e1 the wi ll o! the 

people, not the parliament in Woatminster, not even 

the Queen, certainly not the Canadian 9over~ent 

or the ten provinc ial 90vernment1 acting in unison 
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on a declar•tion or a press release. The people 

•re the Nlic: authority in thil country and in 

some way tho Constitution must say that and in 

.ome vay our actions auet reflect that. 

So what then is ~· final item? 

It it p.uiation, inclucUng the u.endinc; formula. 

Well, patriat ion as ve know 

~~ been on U.e a9encia of Ph'n . Jdn1ste.ra confe.renc:es 

since lt27, under s i~ different ?r~ Minis~rs 

in soc-.e 10 or U 4iffere~t atucpt.s. a.oc::MJ of tha 

1nvolvifl9 • WhOle .. rht ,41.Jtcst. douns of meetinss 

at the m.etintl b4tveen 1'68 a nd 1971, but over 

this lor9 ptriod of S) years ve ~ve miserably 

failed. , ve, the politicial'ls , to p.At.riate the 

constit~on and thit again ha s nothing to do wi th 

powort. l c1n ;uaran~a you that the Cor.stitution 

should not and would not be ra•p•triated in a way 

that would increase the powers of the federal or 

ot the provincial 9overnm.nts. It is tooething 

i n a tense which 11 neutra l. It is merely •ayinq 

that thit vut1.91 of colonialism. which m.iqht hove 

been a qu•int reminder in t he eorly years has 

become 1omethin9 of o national ~is9race because we 

have prov•d that we couldn't exercise the most ~sic, 

the .Oit eleaen~ry act of r~tiona l v ill of saying 

'"Okay, tet•a brin9 the Conatitudon baek and hav~ 

\be •• _. Conttltutlon he re and th•n continue our 
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haggl~ng if we have ~ i n G~n.da . • 

Now we vill COMI to thh SUn later 

aoC per~p:s v.e vill Mve ~ w Utua it it .:>re 

4e~il. bu~ i~ is ir.t.areat.ing to no~• why ve have 

failed. xell ,for the first forty-fo\lr year& be~een 

192? and 1971 a ll these atteepts failed because 

there eouldn•t be a.graamant on amendint formula 

and he.avan knows th.!l.t m.a.ny and every varbtion 

was looke~ at. 

I submit that if we don •t ~ant 

to ~ontinue to fail again for another forty-four 

or a h~rdr~ years we auat e ither a gree in the 

nut t.h:ee o r f ou.r days nr va ~r~uat agree t.o 

change the rules of d•• 9~ and Vht.t were the 

rW.e• o! w"<e c;a.oe vas t.h&t we c.ouldn "l p.triat..e 

withOut unanllllity . Uell, 1 aub'Dh once &9&1n 

that un:ess ve are prepar.a t o cha~e that rule 

there w:l l always be some province and probably 

ma ny which will say • t will b4 the one t ru. t doesn't 

'oin ehe unAn~u& •greemene becauae I will use 

this leqi~imatc desire ot Canadian• to 9et rid 

of t.his lout. vesdge of colonialia~r~, I will uae 

thia as l evera9e for me to increase my power• 

as a pnvincial 9over nment• an4 that il what haa 

ha.ppe~!j in t he last nin. year a. 

It b~an in Victoria vMre ve b.d 

after three yea~s o! ~at~ work, ve ha4 avreea on 

an a~CA~n:Unq for:::u.la at lalt., unanimou1ly • ..,. 

had agre ed on a n &me ndinv foraul• and one province 

t hat I have a veto and now tha t we c an at l a1t bring 

the coutitution home I am 90in9 t.o .. 11 my con ... nt 
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for • bh. aore povu for .e." sow vu U\.tt thoc:king 

or r~~? I 4on't •~ppos• it was ~caute in ~· nine 

years ~hat !ollowtd ju•t about every ot~cr province. 

not every ono, but the ·majority of provincea began 

doing the •~• thin9. They thought it was a treat 

~ame. ~~. need unani~i~y to bring the conttitution 

ba.ck, ve hove an ~Unen~.H.r-9 !or.uh but we nee4 

wnan~it~. therefore I vill only give my consent 

w t.his thing which is 9ood for the people , vhicb 

doesn't g1ve .ere power to ~~ federa l 90vern=ent. 

I will only 9Lve my consent i! I can ;et whatever 

it i s, cul tural aovereignty or fisheriel or the 

offshore or the power over trade and commerce or 

what have you, the ite~• on the agen4a." 

I say that so:nehov it vc are not 

c;oing ~ condnue t.o h.il for a nothn !orty -fou.r 

yu:s ve have to break this rule anr:! t believe ve 

can do it . AI uny of )'OU !:o.•·c said, t.here h•s hee.n 

pr09ress. There has been a lot. of st.udy over t he 

summer . There hal been enormous goodwill on all 

t he i teaa and when we eo~ to the powers pac~•9• 

you will see the Government of Can•~• 11 ~epared 

to give &OJM of iu powers on (JfVUy one of U\e iu=ts, 

not. as a\lCh J &a aure & & the ?rovlnce s voul4 like 

but. J repe&t ve •r• the =ost. deee ntralia•d fed~ral 

90vernment. in th• world and at soce point t.h• Canadian 

90vern.-:.ent. hll t.o say· •..:ell. we mus t rem.in a 

government able an4 with the ~ers t o speak for all 



the Canadian people . • We will be giving on each 

one of ~he&c iteo: and I know ~hat ~ny of you 

and perhaps all of you ~uld be prepare~ to 

reeoqrti%~ the basi c rules of the Canadian common 

market, so i n that sense there will be some give 

and ta~e, ~e ~xchanq~. You get some power& and 

we will 9et aom~ ane it will be a better balanc~ 

and after all the Cons titution can be re-adjusted 

a fter aome hundred and whAtever - - th i rteen years 

of existence , but t he point I want t o make a nd 

i t i s a very basic one i s that this haggling ,thi s 

bargaining be~veen politicians of ~ore power for 

me or more power for you should not bo brought 

over into the pooplc's package, the package which 

doesn ' t 9 i vc pow•r to eith•r o! us, but which 

gives power and hopefully sati sfaction t o t he poople . 

In other words, within t he powers 

that we exorcis e well, I imagi ne i t ~~Y be sad 

but w~ a l l think as 90verr~nts and politicians 

we are elected to t hink that we can do a better 

job tha n the next 9UY and therefore we should have 

the paJer ~ do it but the Canadian people are 

r eally onl y asking th~~selves, you know, who spends 

the dolla r bes t? Not really how is it best spent? 

I s wha~ they w~n~ to know, no~ ~ho s pends it? And 

~~w i s the power best ex~reised and not who cxerei~es 

it? 

So I rep~at I ~hink the question 

of pa~riation , the question of fundam~ntal r iqhts 



~at be judg.a on its cnm merits and it h in t.Mt 

nn&e. t.bo~h we ~e diaappolnt.41d t.h.at. the 

confuenc;e t:l~n·t accept. the order of •9•r•S. 

proposed by the co-chai.raen , ve ~ve falt.h t.N:t. 

after we ~ve 90ne throu9h all the ~ckavea. •11 

the powrrs, even if we don't vet what we want 

on the economy and yOu don't 9et what you want 

on resou~ces and fi~heries, vo v lll still approach 

the question of fundamental rights of Canadians 

and the question of patriation with a f reah ,clean 

mind and a clean sla~ and if people won't say 

you only 9et it if ve can have cultural .overeignty 

or jur~sdiction over o~r fish.• 1 hope ve vill 

ask ourselves is patrlat1on in itse lf a qood thinq 

and can we oanage it, we, the eleven rirst Ministers, 

can ve ~~9e where everyone has taile4 since 1927 

arw1 t he same thill9 on rivhu. 

I hope we vill ask ouraelvea is it 

a good thing thot Canadians can move across canada 

and see~ a job and earn o livinv and e ltablith a 

house in any province of Canada bei~ full Canadians 

or should ve only give ~la pe.nlliiSion t.o put thia 

in the Conn.itudon providing ve vet •ome a\lthorit.y 

over lntern.ador.al tra4e1 

I can't believe that a fc.r h~aring 

apeecbes u.de t.his. .orninq, I ca.n•t believe \hat 

we vo1.1ldn't all agree with t.h.at approa.ch, t~t t here 

will be no barC)ainill9 t>et.ween packac;:u, that ve won't 

trade powers tor us qovernmenta or politician• aqainst 

IOnethin9 thAt the people really want, the rlqht to have 

• Cana~ion Constitution made in Can.da and Y~ich protects 

a ll their fundamental rights. 
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Ceci cUt, il tout que je revienne a 
quelque chose qUAt le prea hr minht:re Lfvesque a. dit 

a deux reprise• 4ant ••• re~rquea cS'introduetion. 

tl • 41 t que l'agenda avait., l'ordre 

du jour avait 'tf quelqu. peu dletf par le gouver­

nement c:..nadi.en. lA chote po\Jrrait peut-ltre p-a.aser 

a.a.nt COGM:nturet1 a1 le p-reaier aini&tre IAvesque 

n' en avait pa• p-rof1~ pour indiquer que ju&te .. nt 

11 c'fta1t une autre preuve de l'unilatfralis.e du 

9ouvernecent canadien I l'cn4roit des provinces. 

J e veux s i&plaoent voua r6pfter et vous 

rappeler I tout qu. l e• Jujet• qui appa.ra.issent: 

i l'ordre du 'our I Ont «•a.Ct$ment les sujets qui 

apparaittaient a l a eont,rence de fivrier mil neu! cent 

soixant.e•cSht•neuf Ut7tl . n y en •van. quelques-u.~s 

en plut , nou• avont r·4dui t b liat-e et noua otNons 

en ltvf par •••~le le aujet de l a. monarehie , 

~11 no~• avona repri• exactement lea mimel sujets 

a une exeeption1 lel ~ouvoirl aur l 'fconomie. 

Or , cet pouvoirs sur l ' fconomie f ta.i ent 

aur 14 cSeuxilme li•t• - cella qui a jtf a.pprouvte par 

l e Comid del miniltr·• • u noua l' avona aimplement 

a joutfc a la premd•r• liate, et je ne pens e pas que 

ni le 90uvernemtnt de la province 4e Oufbec , ni l es 

qu'b'coi& trouvent ob jection l eel•, parce qu'en 

aomme ce que noua dem~ndone aoua l'item; pouvoirs sur 

l'tconomie, c•eat d' 't•blir une aorte de, de 

rft•blir, a 1 )e ~~ dire, le m•reh6 eomoun c• n•dien, 

1• •orte d'•••ociation dont le pa.rti qufbfeoia nous 

• beaucoup per ll o~ ju•te .. nt l e& biena 1 l e& personnes, 
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let ~rehandises , 111 services pourraient voyager 

Ubre•nt 1 tr&verl tout le ~ya. Done, ce n'est pas 

une litte que le qo~verneme.nt canadien a icposAe, 

e'en le U ne 1111• qui • 6t.f tahe en Uvrie.r ail neuf 

cent .olxa.nte-Cih-neuf (1979) a la s uite de toutes 

lea r6clan.tion• d4t provinces pour des pouvoira 

eccrva, e t c' e tt pour ( I qu'on trouv. dans eette 

liate que hwtt sur douze des it .. aont aur des pouvoirs 

sceNt po\lt l ea provinces. Kl.- la preuve c'e&t qu'l 

l e r6un1on que no~ evona t enue au .oia de juin, le 

neut Ct) juin, 11 y ava it cet~ liate que j 'ai 

produite et une province e demandf qu'on e joute lea 

plcheri et. Nout avon• ajoutf les picher!es. 

11 a'agisaait ~one p•• d'imposer ~e 

litte a nout, 11 t'ag!teait de trouver la liste 

qui ' t ait i ttue det ditcutt iont det provincet depuis 

plutieurt ann6ee et d ' a)outer encore une fois q~elque 

cholt -- pu «!'ajout.or -- parce qu'il s ' y ~ro~vait 

d'jl , mtia la aujot qui oat diacut6 au Canada depuis 

mil nouf cent vin;t-lept (1927), c•e•t-a-airo le 

rapttrioDent, la canadiani a•tion do lo constitution 

a•n•dionne. 
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Gentlemen, thole axe J.O;:I8 of the r..ark& 

I wanted to make at the o~tlet . We have all h&d our 

round And 1 think if we could break and adjoul'n tor 

lunch .., • ..,ul COllie back viU\ the "-" ord•r, a.n4 l 

vould p~;~t. it to you th6t. yo~;~ ai9ht ju.st. bea.r vit.h me 

a couple ot minu~s and I v lll diatribute ~ia if it 

i1 ot any help, but if v1 wAnt to cover all of the 

•~t-joctl over t he next four halt da ys, ~.onda.y 

afternoon, all ~ay and wednesda.~· morning, 

we 1ho1,1;1d &ttanpt. t.o deal vlt.."' three subject• at least. 

p4r hdt d.a.y. 'i'hh afurnoon we vould be9'in vlth 

Re1ource Ownership and Inter-Provincial Trade, ~ vould 

90 on to Cornmunicationl, then we would take the Senate. 

After that the list followa in the order wh ich wa.a ~e 

ordered discussed followld by the continuing CommJttee 

t..'lrough the &~:' but ~1nn1.ng this aft.arnoon en~ '-'! 

will have • choice o! proe~~;~res, &nO one vould be that 

t he federal qovernment briefly i ndicate, 1ince the•e 

are power• asked by the province• , briefly indicate 

what powers we are prepared to give to the province• 

and t.hen ve could have the provinces indicate their 

feelift4& about. thi• or ~ could hAve* if yo~;~ eo pre~er, 

a atate=~ent by one of the Praier& i.ndicuin; 'olhy the 

aeaourcea section in the Conatitution should bo changed 

and why tha fodcral 90vernmont ahould bo lim1tin; i~s 

ioter-provin~ial trade power, but that. miqht bo a blt 

longer. 1 vill let you think of that and ve viU try 

Vld tind t.he quickest. way t.o procee4 . 
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Since ..,.. toot this f o r e.t1100n eo • •k• O\lr 

The Cont!nui n; Committ.e of Mlnlscer& on the conatitution 

t or sou week or two 1 ~uau a.nd i t mi9ht uve time if we 

didn ' t be9in each item ~i th havinq either Kr. RomkhOW 

or ~: . cretien re•d the report to us. 

Lbe discusaion u soon 

• • thee 9avel pounde a\i&y . 

A quelle heure , I c;uelle heure on 'tait 

convenu de revenir , l que:le heure? Deux heurel (2h00) , 

t wo fif t een (2i l5) m.y~ , deux heure & quin~• (2hl 5)J quatorze 

heures quinze (l4hl5) . Ajournt . 


