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1 -Political rights
Arl. 1. It is he reby rcc o ~
nizcd and dct:lar'crl that in
Can :Jda every ' person has the
following fundamental freedom:; :

Freedom of thought, conscience and rclig i on._ftecc)_Q!.!:~
_ _of..9J!!ni o_ll_'!!l.~s xpr~_s!)IO I), and
freedo m of peat:eful assembly
0111d of assoc iation; and all
laws ~ h a ll be construed and
applied so as not to abr,pgate
ur abridge any such freedom.
Art. :!. No law of the Parliament of Canada or the legislatures of the provinces shall
abrogate or abridge any of
the fundamental freedoms
herein recognized and declared.

An. 3. Nothing in this part
shall be construed as preventing such limitations on the exercise of the fundamental
freedo ms as are reasonably
justifiable in a democratic society in the inter ests of public
safety, order , health or morals , of national security, or of
the rights and freedoms of
others, whether imposed by
the Parliament oi C<lnada ·or
the legi:ilature of a province,
within the limits of their respective legislative pCiwers , or
hy the construction or application of any la w.
·

Art. 4. The principles of universal suffrage and free democratic elections to the House
of Commons and to the legislative assembly of each province are hereby proclaimed to
be fundamental principles cf
the constitution.
Art. 5. No citizen shall, by
re ason of race, ethnic or national origin, colour, religion
or sex, be denied the right to
vote in an election of members to the House of Commons
or the legislative assembly of
a province, or be disqualified
from membership therein.

Art. 6. E very Hocse of Commons s hall continue for five
years from the day of the return of the writs for choosing
the House and no longer , subject to being sooner dissolved
hy the governor general, except that in time of real or apprehended war, invasion or insurrection, a House of Commons may be continued by
the Parliament of Canada if
the continuation is not opposed by the votes . of more
than one-third of the members
of the House.

Art. '/, Eve ry provincial legislative assembly shall continue for five years from the
day of the r eturn of the writs
for the choosing of the legislative assembly, and no longer,
subject to being :>ooner dissolved by the lieutenant-governor, except that when the
government of Canada declares that a state of real 01
apprehended war, invasion or
insurrection exists, a provincial legislative assembly may
be continued if the contir.uation is not opposed by the
voles of more than one-third
of the members of the legisla~
Live assembly.
Art. 8. There shall be a session of the Parliament of Canada and of the legislature of
each province at least once in
every year. so that 12 months
shall not intervene between
the last sitting of the Parliament or legislature in one session and its first sitting in the
next session.

Art. 9. Nothing in this part
shall be deemed to confer any
legislative power on the Pa•·liament ·of Canada or the legislature of any province.

2 ...., Language rights
Art. 10. English and French
are UlC official languages of
Canad~ having the stlltus and
protection set forth ir. this
part.
Art. 11. A person has the
right to use English and
French in the debates of the
Parliament of Canada and of
the legislatures of Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Manitoba, Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland.

Art. 12. The statutes and the
records and journals of the
Parliament of Canada shall be
printed and published in English and French: and both
versions of such statutes shall
be authoritative.
Art. 13. The statutes of each
province shall be printed anu
p u b 1i s h e d in English and
French, and where the government of a province prints
and publishes its statutes in
one only of the official lan~uages, the government of
Canada shall print and publish them in the ·other offi(;ial
language; the English and
French versions of the statutes of the provinces of
Quebec, ~cw Brunswick and
Newfoundland shall be authoritative.

Art. H. A person has the
ri ght to use English and
F'rcm:h in giving evidence befor.<, or in any pleading by
process in the Supreme . Court
of Canada, any courts established by the Pacliament of
Canada or any cou:t of the
provinces of Quebec, New
Brunswick and Newfoundland,
and to require that all documents and judgments issuing
· from such courts be in English or F~ench , and when necessary a person is entitled to
the services of an interpreter
before the courts of the other
provinces.

Art. 15. An individual has
the right to the use of the offi·
cial language of h.is choice in
communications between him
and the head or cer:tral office
of e v e r y department and
agency of the government of
Canada and of the go vernments of the provinces of Ontario, Quebec. New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island
and Ne>~>foundland.

Art. 16. A provincial legislative assembly may, by resolution, declare that any part of
articles 13, 14, and 15 that do
not expressly apply to that
province shall apply to the
legislative assembly, and to
any of the provincial ~ou~ts
and offices of the provmcral
departments and agencies accordin::; to the terms of the
resolution , and thereafter
such parts shall apply to the
legislative assei?~ly, courts
and dices speciired according to the terms_of the resolution; and any rrght conferred
under this article may be abrogated or diminished only in
accordance with the procedure prescribed in article 50 .

Art. 17. A person hM the
right to the use of the official
language of his choice in communications between hi..rr! and
every principal office of the
deparlmeuts and agencies of
the government of Canada
that arc located in an area
where n substantial proportion of the population has the
official language of his choice
as its mother tongue . but the
Parliament of Canada may
define the limits of such areas
and what constitutes a substantial proportion· of the population for tht: purposes of
this article.
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provin~

:\rt. JH. In ·ncidihon to the

rights provided by this part,
the Par!i2ment of Canada and
the legislatures of the province:; may, wiU1in their respective legislative jurisdictions, provide fur more extensive use of English am!
French.
'
Art. 19. Nothing in this part
shall be construed as derogating from or diminishing any
legal or customary right or
privilege acquired or enjoyed
either before or after the coming into force of this part with
respect to any language that .
is not English or French.

3 - Provinces and

Territories
Art. 20. Until modified
under the authority of the constitution of Car;ada, Canada
consists of 10 provinces,
named Ontario, Qu.cbi;c, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Manitoba, British C o 1u m b i a,
Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Newfoundland, two territories,
namc<.i the Northwest Territories and the Yukon territory,
and such uther territory as
may at any time form part of
Canada.
·
Art. 21. There sl;all be a
legislature for each province
consisting of a lieutenant-governor and a legislative assembly.

4- Supreme Court
of Canada
Art. 22. There shall be a
general court of appeal for
Canada to be knDwn as the
Supreme Court of Canada.
Art. 23. The Supn~me Court
of Canada shall consist of a
chief justice to be called U1c
chief justice of Canada, and
eight other judges, who shall,
subject to this part, be appointed by the governor general in council by letters patent under the great seal of
Canada.
Art. 24. Any person may be
appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of Canada who,
after having b<.:cn admitted to
the bar of any province, has,
for a total period of at least 10
. years, been a judge of any
court in Canada or a barrister
or advocate at the bar of any
province.
Art. 25. At least three of the
judges of the Supreme Court
of Canada shall be appointed
from among persons who,
after having been admitted to
the bar of the province of
Quebec, have, ,for a total period of at least 10 years, been
judges of any court of th!t

or of z. court estab\b:hc:d by the Parliament of
Canada or IJarri.slers or advocates at that bar.
Art.

26.

Where a vacancy

ari~cfi in lh~: Supreme Court

of Canat}a and lhc attorneygeneral of Canada is considering a J>Cr~on for nppointmcnt
to fill the vacancy, he shall inform the attorney-general of
~1e appropriate province.

Art. 27. When an appointment is one falling within article 25 or the attorney-general
of Canada has determined
that the appointment shall be
made from among persons
who have been admitted to
the bar of a specific province,
he shall make all reasonable
efforts to reach agreement
with the attorney-general of
the appropriate province, before a person is appointed to
the court.
Art. 28. No person shall be
appointed to the Supreme
Court of Canada unless the attorney-general of Canada and
the attorney-general of the appropriate province agree to
the appointment, or such person has been recommended
!or appointment to the court
by a nominating council described in article 30, or has
been selected by the attorney
general of Canada under article 30.
Art. Z9. Where after the
lapse of 90 days from the day
a vacancy arises in the Supreme Court of Canada, the
attorney-general of Canada
and the attorney-general of a
provinee have not reached
agreement on a person to be
appointed to fill the vacancy,
the attorney-general of Canada may inform the attorneygeneral of the appropriate
province in writing that he
proposes to convene a nominating council to recommend
an appointment.
Art. 30. Within 30 days of
the day when the attorneygeneral of Canada has written
the attorney-general of the
province U1at he proposes to
convene a nominating council,
the attorney-general of the
province may inform the attorney-general of Canada in
writing tl;at he selects either .
of the following types of nominating councils:
(I l A nominating council
consisting of the following
members: The attorneygeneral of Canada or his
nominee and U1C :.ttorne;•sgcncral of the provinces or
their nominees:
(2) A. nomirtating COU!1Cil
consisting of the following
members: The attorneygeneral of Canada or his
nominee, the attorney-general of the appropriate province or his nominee and a
ch~irman to be selected by
the two attorneys-general,
Qd if within m months
from tlie expiration of the 30
days they cannot agree on a

chalrm1..n,

then the chief
ap:Jropriate
province. or il I;'! is unable
to act, the next senior judge
o! his rourt, shnll nrme a
chairman; and if the attor·
ney general of the provi~ce
fails to m:akc n :-;electiOn
within the 30 days above reierrcd to, the attorney-general of Canada may select
the person to be appointed.

ju~t.ic•• o! the

Art. 31. When a nominating
council has been created, the
attorney-general of Canada
shall submit tr.e names of not
less than three qualified persons to it about whOm he has
sought the agreement of the
attorney-general of the appropriate province to the appointment, and the nominating
cou.:1cil shall recommend therefrom a person for appointment to the Supreme Court of
Canada; a majority of the
members of a council constitutes a quorum, and a recom;nendation of a majority of
the members at a meeting
constitutes a recommendation
of the council.
Art. 32. For the purpose of
articles 26 to 31 "appropriate
province" means, in the case
of a person being considered
for appointment to the Supreme· Court of Canada _in
compliance with article 25,
the province of Quebec, and in
the case of any other person
being so considered, the province to the bar of which such
person was admitted , and if a
person was admitti!d to the
bar· of more than one province, the province with the
bar of which the person has,
in the opinion of the attorney
general of Canada, the closest
connection.
Art. 33. Articles 26 to 32 .do
not apply to the appointment
of the chief justice of Canada
when such appointment is
made from among the judges
of the Supreme Cuurt of Canada.

Art. 34. The lud_ges of the
Supreme Court of Canada
hold office during good behaviour until attainin3 the age of
70 years, but are removable
by the governor general on
address of the Senate and
House of Commons.
A• t. 35. The Supreme Court
of Canada has jurisdiction · to
hear and determine appeals
on any constitutional question
from any judgmer.t of any
court in Canada and from any
decision on any consti~utional
question by any such court in
determining any question referred to it, but except as re-gards appeals from the highest court of final re:!Ort in a
province, the Supreme Court
of Canada may prescribe such
exceptions and conditions tc
the exercise af such jurisdiction as rn!lly be authorized by
the Parliament of Can~~cl11

-

Art, :10. Suhjr.<:t tu llllll IJurl,

the Supreme Court of Canada
shnll have such furllwr nppell:.ttc jurisdiction 'us the Parliament of Canada may prescribe.
i\rl. :11. '!'he l'arJlnmcnt of
Canada may make laws conferring onr.:inal jurisdiction on
the Supnanc Court of Cunudu
-io respect of such m:1tters in
1-clntion of the laws of Cannda
as n1:1y be prescribed by the
Parliament of Canada and
author::dng the rcfere;{cc of
questions of law or f11ct to the
court and requi ring the court
to hear and determine the
questions.

Ar_l. 38. Subject to this part,
the JUdgm r nt (;f the Supreme
Court of Canada i:1 all cases
is final and conclusive.
Art. 39. Where a case before
the Supreme CQurt of Canada
involves questions of law relating to the civil law of the
province of Quebec, and involves no other question of
law, it shall be heard by a
panel of five judges, or with
the ~onsent of the parties,
four JUdges , at least three of
whom have the (jUali!ications
described in article 25, and if
for any reason three judges of
the court who have such qualiEcations are not available
the court rn <>y namz such ad
hoc judges as may be necessary to hear the case from
among the judges who have
such, qu_alifications serving on
a supenor court of record established by the law of Canada or of a superior court cf
appeal of the province of
Quebec.
Art. 40. Nothing in this part .

shall be construed as restricting the power existing at th:3
charter of a provincial le~isla
ture to provide for or limit appeals pursuant to its power to
legislate il1 relation to the administration of justice in the
province.
Art. 41. The salaries, allowances and pensions of the
judges of the Supreme Court
of Canada sha!l be fixed and
provided by the Parliament of
Canada.
Art. 42. Subject to this part,
the Parliament of Canada
may muke luw:t to provide !or
the organization and maintenance of the Supreme Court of
Canada, including the establishment of a quorum for particular purposes.

3

S- Courts of C•nada
Art. 4:!. The Parliament of
CHnodn may, notwithstandin~
anything in the con.~titution of
Canarla, from time to time
provide !or the const!tuliun,
maintenance, and orgnnizatilul of 1:1111 l'IH fol' lhiJ bd!r:r
admini s ~rution of the laws of
Canada, but no court eslabli~h"d

purrumnt lo thin urtlclc

shall derogate from the juris·
diction of 'the Supreme Court
of Canada ns a general court
of appeal for Canada.

6 - Revised Section 94A
Art. 44 . Toe Parliament of
Canada may make laws in relation to old age pensions and
supplementary benefits including survivors and disability benefits irrespective or
age, and in relation to family,
youth, and occupational training allowances, but no such
law shall affect the operation
of any law present or future
of a provincial legislature in
relation to any such matter.

Art. 45. The government of
Canada shall not introduce a
bill in the House of Commons
in relation to a matter described in article 44 unless it
has , at least 90 days before
such introduction, advised the
government of each province
of the substance of the proposed legislation and requested its views thereon.

7-

R~gional

disparities

Art. 46. The Parliament and
government of Canada and
the legislatures and governments of the provinces are
committed to :

<1) The promotion of equality of opportunity and well
being for all individuals in
Canada;

The assurance, as
nearly as possible ,that essential public services of reasonable quality are available to
all individuals in Canada; and
(2)

(3) The promotion of· economic development to reduce
disparities in the social and
economic opportunities for all
individuals in Canada wherever they may live.

Art. 47. The provisions of
this part shall not have the effect of alterting the distribu·
tion of powers and shall not
compel the parliament of Canada or legislatures of the_
provinces to exercise their
legislative powers.

8 - Federal-provincial
con suit at ions
Art. 43. A conference com-

posed of the prime minister of
Canada and the first m1n!Bters
of the provincM sh.llll be

call.:d I.Jy the prune mini.sttr
of Cnnada at least once a
yc:~r '"11'~~ ~ . in :my year, ;,
majority of th:Jse composing
the con:e rence decide that it
:-.hall nol l1e held .

9 -Amendments
to comtitu!ion
Art. 4!l. ,\mcndmcnts lo the
constitution of Canada may
from time to time lx: made by
proclamation issued by the
governor general under the
great seal of Canada when so
authorized by resolutions of
the Sennle and House of Commons an:! of the legislative assemblies of at least a majority of the provinces that includes
(1) Every province that any
time before the issue of such
proclamation had, according
to any previous general cen·
sus , a population of at least 25
percent of the population of
Canada ;

(2) At least two of. the At·
lantic"provinces;
(3) At least two of the western provinces that have, according to the then latest general census, combined populations of at least 50 per cent of
the population of all the western provinces.

Art. so. Amendments to the
constitution of Canada in relation tu any provision that applies to one or more, but not
all, of L!J.e provinces may from
time to time be made by proclamation issued by the governor general under the grea t
seal of Canada when so authorized by resolutions of the
Seno.le and House of Commons and of the legislative a.ssembly of .::ach province to
which an amendment applies.
Art. Sl: .tul amendment
may be made by proclamation under article 49 or SO
without a resolution of the Senate al.ithorizing the issue of
the proclamation i! . within 90
days of the passage of a resolution by the House of Commons authorizing its issue the
Senate has not passed su:::h a
resoluti\ln and at any time
after the expiration of the 90
days ti,e House of Commons
ap;nin pu~;scs the re:;olution,
but any period when Parliament is · prorogued or dissolved shall not be counted in
computing the 90 days.
Art. 52. The following rules
apply to the procedures for
amer.dment described in articles ~9 and 50:
(1) Either oi these procedures may be initiated by the
Senat.;; or the House of Com·
mons or the legislative asseobly of a prov'ince;
(2) A resolution made for
the purposes of this part may
be revoked at any time befo,·e
the issue or a proclaml.ltion
authorized by it.

-

.\rt. s:t. The Par1iamcnt of
C a n a d a may exclusively
make laws fro:n time to time
amending the cunstitut ion of
Canada, in relation lo the ext·culivc govt·rnlll('lll. of Canada
and the ~en:..tc and House of
Commons.

- Art. 54. In each province the
lcgi.o;latu:·c may exclusively
make laws in relation to the
;,mcndment from time to time
of the constitution or the province.
Art. 55. Notwithstanding articles 53 a!id 54, the following
matters may be amended only
in accordance with the procedure in article 49:
(1) The office of the Queen,
of the governor general and of
the lieutenant-governor;
( z) The requirements of
constitution of Canada
specting yearly sessior.s of
Pariiamer~t of Canacta anct
legisiatures;

the
rethe
the

(;;) The maximum period
fixed by the constitution of
Canada for the duration of the
House of Commons and the
legislative assemblies;
( 4)

·1

10 -Modernization
of ccmstitution
Art. 58. The provisions ol
thb chartrr have thu forct· ol
Jaw in Canada notwitilstnnding any law in fo:·ce on the
day of itB coming iulo force.
Art. 59. The enactmcnts .set
out in the first CQlumn of the
schedule, hereby repealed to
the extent indicated in the
seconrl column thereof, shall
continue as law in Canada
under the names set forth in
the third column thereof and
as such shall, together \·:ith
this charter, collectively be
known as the constitution of
Can ad a, and amendments
thereto shall henceforth bemJde only according to the
authority contained therein.
Art. 06. Every enactment
that refers to an enactment
set out in the schedule by the
name in the first column
thereof is hereby amended by
substituting for that name the
name in the third column
thereof.

The powers of the· Se-

nate;
The number of members
by which a province is entitled to be represented m the
Senate, and the residence
qualifications of senators;
(5)

(6) The right of a province
to a number of members in
the House of Commons not
le.ss than the number of senators representing the prov'
ince;
(7) The principles of proportionate representation of the
provinces in the House of
Commons prescribed by the
constitution of Canada; and
.
<8) Except as provided in
article 16, the requirements of
this charter respecting tlle use
of the English or French language.

Art. 56. The procedure prescribetl in article 49 may not
be used to maJ..:e an amendment when there is another
provision ior making sue&
amendment in the constitutioll.
of Canada, but that procedure
mny noncthclc.~s be used to
amend any pro v is ion for
amending the constitution, including this article, or in
making a general consoliation
and revision of the constitu-

tion.

Art. 57. In this part, "Atlantic provinces" means the
provinces of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Prince E.dward Island and Newfoundland, and
''western provinces" means
the provinces of Manitoba,
British Columbia, Suk.o.t.chewan and /,)berta.

Art. ~1. The court e:;:isting
on the day of the coming into
force of this charter under the
name of the Supreme Court of
Canada shall continue as the
Supreme Court of Canada,
and the judges thereof shall
continue in office as though
appointed under Part iv exc
cept that they shall hold office
during good behaviour until
attaining the age of 75 years,
and until otherwise provided
pursuant to the provisions of
that part, all law.s pertaining
to the court in force on that
day shall continue, subject to
the provisions of this charter.
A p p e n d e d to the draft
charter arc three pages cornprising a scheculc of outdated
sections of the British North
America Act which would be
repealed.

