SUBMISSION OF THE
FROVIHCE OF BOWVA SCOTIA
TO THE DECEWBEDL 196F
4 5 CONSTITUTIOKAL CONFEREXCE

AGENDA ITEW Ho, 3: REPORTSE PO DOMMITTEES O
CFFICIAL LANGUAGES

i Hr., Chaifman, kh an affort to aselse in the
further development of Canadian unity, Hova Seotla fAs
considered the recommendations of Volume 2 of the B oand

B report in the context of its possible applications to

Rowva Scotia.

Fs We have stated cur position on theee matters

at mestings on oftficial languages of Hinistars and
afficials, and at the two main Constitutional Conferences,
as follows:

First

We want to prowide appesrtunities for our French

mipority language gtudente in Hova Scotla Eo Bhe sage
extant as Uuebec ls providirg for its English minority
lamguage sbtudepkd,

Sweond

We are interested in improving the guality and
acape of the teaching of Freamch and subjectsin Frepch in

all sur schools Eo the degree that our peopla deaire ik

and the local autharities request.



£ Sgme btime ago as a peans be discover the full
financial and educational imglications of a program
deaigned o help meet these objectives, Fova Scotia
warkad out in conjunctien with cur appropriate losal
autharities a pilot project Il the development of which
wi agrecd to shace the resultlng costs. This proposal
was pressnted b6 ard received favourable cosment £rom
the sub-commitiee on official languages. It was aleo
presented at the last Frime Minister's Conference and
n specific regquest Wwas made at that time for a federal

decision on the matter.

o Wo hawve not thus far received an indication

of fedaral willingnesa te procesd with this pilot preject.
The project was designod te provide helpfal information
B us and to the Fedearal peaple aid for the eae af athara.
Instead, along with all the other provinces, W were
presented with a proposal from the Govermment of Canada
at the mesting of the mlnlsters of officlal langusges on
RHoverber 6th past. We ape atill Erying earnestly to
understand the extent of the proposal's application En
tha Hova Scatia context. MWe hope we may soon find out
Wiat it means in terms of ies application to us, apd we
Will &f eowurse be having further discussiona with your
poople in this regard. It is by no moans cloar Lo us at
the ooment as to the manner in which we can qualify under

tha t&rma of the proposal.



o

5. Hr. Chalrman, Fowva Scotia is anwious and
wllling to cooperate in any venturs that will help
furthar develap Canadian unity., We are, however,
uafortanately not in a position to institute costely
programe of any bype without some previous objective
knowledse upen which to determine the short-tero and

long—tern fosts.

6. Wa recognize the pesd to improve the quality
of the French language in Fova Scotia. But we must oot
der bk ER Auch & way a8 b provide sconomic hardahips ta
tha people concerned. It is our Geal e prepare poople
in the best way possible te £it into the economic and
ancial environment in which they Live. An artiatry af
development is needed that only exparience can bring,
and we must bs prepared to try to find, over time and
through this experiance, the best way of attaining this

goal.



