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II- Quebec's posi tion 

A) 'fhe importance of fishing 

Aware ot its responsibility to manage and exploi~ 
the ~;e$0uJ>ce!'; in i .t:; territory .for t he welia:re o.f Ouebecqr$ , 

t he goverrur.ttnt of QuQ.boi; pcopo$v$ oon tc'rdn9 on the provinces 

exclusive lfa9al jurisdlc:don over Ushing a.nd .!ishe.ri.e.s in the 
veat.c.u vi thin its territory. It is tu.e that the ano.alv J.n 

the constitu tion, which e.xcludas fi&hing anc1 ~.heri~ (tb.~t: is, the _tacl 

a.rd ~c rolate3 to fi.l;h.inql trl:n ~al tll:'O\I'incW jut:i!ldktlon ~ nabb'a 
~-

The i~po.tanco Quebec ~ttache~ to fishing ~nd flshcries 
need not be de.onstrated, conalderinq t.hat , s-ince 1922, 

OU~bee ha~ b~en l ar9cl y ~c$p0nsibl~ for ~a~nistering fed~al 

laws and .regulations o n !ishinlj unde.r a tede:ral .. provi.nci-.!_ 

4gro9m$ne. It seems .ore logical and more respectful of 
Qutbecors ' interests t hat Quebec should adai~ister its 
own laws in this area rathe~ than ll:lw$ cmoc-ted by another 

~uthorh:y. Furthermore, because o! the ilnpor-tance of t:he 

fhhi l'lg i.!'ldunry i n the life of their c ltizens., the government& 

ot the provinc~& borde.rin9 on the sea (Quebec, British Coiuabia, 

New£oundland, Prince Edwa.rd I$l~nd. NOv~ Sco~i~ •nd New Brun~wic-~ ) 

cbviou~ty have 9reater interest in ~ishi~g and related facilities 
than do the oehcr gov~r~n~ i n c~n~da . 

~uxthercore, progre&s i n science and t echnol09Y 
obli9e the. provtncit~l govcr-nlliCnt$ not to rcs.t.rict the:mse.lves 
to exploltir.g nacu.:ra~ resources, but al!lo tG actlve.Jy work to 

p~ot~ct. thoi r ecol09ical &ystems~ l ncludln9 man ' & lnter~ct ion 

and t.h4t of hh p100du.cts and works vith other species. the 

land And l•hlt;Or$. Since the dec:i&ion lH,nCicd down c;m June l7, 1980 

by t he Supre~ Court; of Canocl;:a i n the c~$0 of Dan Povler v Her 
Hdjesty t he Que~n whic h dccl~r.cd unconntitut!on~L a s ecti on in 
the federa.l Fisherlea Aet ai.beel at protecting the watQr& Olgdn..St 

certain ;;ub5t.oncc$ , the ne.ed fo r the pJ:ovinc•s to take c:ontzol 
ove.r their !lquatlo environments has become eore a nd more prQ&~inq. 

8) Quebec ' s posl Uon 

Quebec ' & proposal h.as two aspeet9. Fh:st. " the 

fi&bi.ng at1d fhberics i n the province• wou lCi be added to t .hQ 

~i•t of substances over whtch the provinci•l Jeq!slntu~cs bt~vc 

the exclusiv~ right to en~ct legislation. At the same ti.e, 

fhh i n9 .-nd fisheries would b~ •lilllinated frOIXI\ the ii&t of subjects 
over vhic:h the £od•~~l parliameht has ehc·exCJoeJve rlqht to cn~ct 
l egislation. 
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Secondly, ~ will ~ ~ th• can•dt•n con•tltution a 

p·roviaion vbJch vill coGtln~, lA the Qalt of t.he Se Wvre~, 

t.M t"I91'1U of the adj.ace.nc. pTOYincea. as-c:Uylft9 t.b.t.t t.be 

bordere of the provi.ace• of Qoebee. *"' 11"\..nawlc:k, NoYa Sc::otia, 

Pr Soce D:lvard Iala.tld. a..~ 'Sev!oundland extend lO the 

4iv1diftt linea equidistant tro. thetr reaptetiv• ~ in the 

4Ult. 
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QUebec ' ~ proposal 

11 ft~po.al $\lb$ection l2 of $9Ct.i.on 91 of the !Ul'M, 1867. 

~) Add ~section 92 ot the BNAA, t8G7, the fo l lowing subsection 
after subseetlon 13~ 

" llA. Pi.shing and fi.She.dei~; ln thi!! P.tovinee" 

3} Ma arte.r se:ctio:o 7 of tbo B>IAA. L867, the tol1owlnq provision: 

7A. The GUlf of the St . t;awrence is, and ha& dwayc ~ttn. 

an integ-ra.] pl)rt of th$ t;Qrrit<ory of th~ Provin·ees 

Of Quebec, New Bruns-Wick , l~va. SCQtia , 

Prlnee E4war4 IslaM an.d Nevfo.un.dlaAd _in acc:O.rdance ~iiith 

a plan tollowit\9- t.he dividing line s equidistant. 
from t.ha.i~ :rcu;ntl'etivct •,..otVO."''"-' .. . 

July U80 


