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"Pa t r ia t ion" of the Con.sti tut .io n: 
posi.t:i.o n of Quebec 

I had a f urther telephone call f r om 
Jul ien Chouinard t odqy t o bring me up-to-date on 
some furthe r r eact i ons and developmen t s th er e . 

As you kno~,, , Hr. Bourassa had anno unced 
some \o.•eeks ago t ha t the s pecial mee t i ng of t he 
provincial C<!binet on Oct ober A a nd 9 ""'ould, a mong 
o t her t h ings , discuss the "patri a t ion " of the 
constitut ion. Appa r e n t ly it d i d so a nd ~lr. Bourassa 
spoke t o Chou i nard on Sunday eveni ng , October 12, 
about the r eactlons there . Apparently, the Cabinet 
was "pas tres e nthousias t e " about t h e " patr iatio n" 
exerci se because of t he troubleso~e debate they 
tho ug h t 1 t '"'o u l d caus e ,.;i th t he difficul t ies concern
i ng Bi ll 22 a nd o ther t h i ngs of tha t kind. There 
\-\•as apparen t ly a lso a. generally held vie"' ("opinion 
prevalue" ) - but no t any specl fie decision -
t hat i t "''Oul d be i mpo r tant t o try , if a t all possible , 
to r esolve t h e pro blem on ''communications" befor e 
a ny t hing devel oped on "pat:ria tion" . 

I n the light of this si tuation, 
t>lr . "Boura.ssa expressed himsel f t o Choul nard as being 
"un peu moins en t hous i aste" about t he pl a n o n the 
basis of our draft proclamation b u t he \o.'en t o n to 
say t hat " i l ne renonce pas" t he idea o f pr oceeding 
\v ith it . He raised specificall y t he question \ ... hethe r 
it wo u ld no t be poss ibl e t o try to wo rk o u t some 
sort of a t, agr ee1ncnt o n '' commun icat i ons" t ha t wo uld 
demonstrate t hat t h e r e is r eality abou t t he idea 
i n our paragraph 6 . 

Mr . Bourassa apparen t ly raised again 
t he q uest i o n o f i nc l uding the " spend i ng po\o.•er " 
in· t he package. I got t he c l ear impress io n tha t 
Cho u .i nard is fully a\~Tare of al l t he a rguments there 
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a~e ag ainst t hi s as set forth i n page 3 o f my 
memorandum o £ October 10 to the Pr i me Nin i s ter . 

I t old Chou i nard that I t hought it 
w~s pretty doubtful whe ther an agreement could be 
worked out o n "<.:ommu n i<.:at io ns " t hat would be satis 
fact o.ry from t he point of vie~ .... , l-lr . Bourassa has in 
mind . A~bi t ions have become so g rea t at the 
prov i ncial end t hat almost anything that i s likel y 
t o be accep t able to t he federal government \.;ill 
seem to be i nadequate t he r e . I said t ha t I would , 
ho ... •ever . h<~.ve t he matter l ooked at f orthwi th to see 
if there seemed to be any th i ng tha t might be proposed. 

~!r. Chou inard does no t apparen tly 
have a copy of the formulat ion that we discussed 
dur ing the Consti tutional Rev i ew on t ho s pendf ng 
pot"ec- nor does he have the record of pos itions 
taken and t he final disposi t i on . 1-lould you please 
search out the essential mater i a l a nd put i t i n a 
form t hat I can send t o Hr . Chou in<~.rd "''i th a very 
short covering l etter . 

Y1~u ld you please also cons id er the 
question referr ed to above about some k i nd of 
agreement about "commu n i ea t i ons" . 

' ;; Nb:lL .1.1,/ ) 
t; I". . 

' 

) 


