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INTRODUCTION 

La collection Elgin-Grey se compose de lettres personnelles échangées de 
1846 à 1852 entre James Bruce, huitième comte d'Elgin et douzième comte de 
Kincardine, et Henry George, troisième comte Grey, alors que le comte d'Elgin 
était gouverneur général du Canada et le comte Grey secrétaire d'Etat pour les 
colonies; elle comprend, en outre, divers papiers ayant trait à des sujets qui 
intéressent le Canada. Le comte Grey était l'oncle de celle qui était alors lady 
Elgin, deuxième épouse de lord Elgin et fille du comte de Durham. Quoiqu'elle 
présente un caractère personnel et familier, cette correspondance touche exclusi
vement ou peu s'en faut les affaires publiques du Canada. A peu d'exception 
près, les lettres de lord Elgin sont des originaux; celles de lord Grey sont des 
copies manuscrites faites par lady Grey. 

Son Excellence Albert Henry George, quatrième comte Grey, gouverneur 
général du Canada, confia ces papiers au Dr Arthur G. Doughty (subséquem-
ment sir Arthur Doughty) à la condition d'en faire un ouvrage qui serait publié 
sous la direction du Dr Doughty. On étudia successivement au moins trois 
différent projets de publication, mais aucune de ces entreprises ne fut menée à 
bonne fin. Elles occasionnèrent toutefois beaucoup de travail tant pour le dé
chiffrement des manuscrits que pour la rédaction des commentaires et des notes 
explicatives. Il convient ici de signaler tout particulièrement les services rendus 
par MM. les professeurs W. Ross Livingstone, de l'Université de l'Iowa, et 
George W. Brown, de l'Université de Toronto. 

Lorsqu'il eut cessé d'exercer ses fonctions d'archiviste du Dominion, sir 
Arthur Doughty céda définitivement ces papiers aux Archives publiques du 
Canada à la condition qu'ils soient publiés sous sa direction et qu'ainsi se réali
sent enfin les vœux du quatrième comte Grey. On apporta alors des modifica
tions essentielles aux travaux en cours: on renonça à l'introduction et les notes 
au bas des pages furent réduites à leur plus simple expression. Il fut toutefois 
décidé de publier en appendice quelques documents dont la lecture semble 
nécessaire pour l'intelligence des textes originaux ou auxquels ceux-ci se réfèrent. 
Sauf indication contraire, cette documentation publiée dans l'appendice est tirée 
des collections des Archives publiques. 

A peine avait-on commencé à remettre les premiers textes à l'imprimeur 
que la maladie contraignit sir Arthur Doughty à renoncer à sa tâche; sa colla
boratrice, mademoiselle Norah Story, membre du personnel des Archives, pour
suivit le travail selon le plan qu'il avait arrêté. Elle mit sous presse l'ouvrage 
entier et en dressa l'index. 

Chaque document est ici reproduit en anglais ou en français selon le texte 
original. On a, selon le cas, placé chaque lettre sous l'une des rubriques sui
vantes: manuscript original, double de la copie manuscrite, copie, copie dacty
lographiée. Chaque texte est reproduit tel qu'il fut rédigé; ici et là un "[sic]" 
fut inséré après certains mots dont l'ambiguïté pourrait susciter quelque difficulté. 

JAMES F. KENNEY, 
Archiviste intérimaire du Dominion. 
iv 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Elgin-Grey Papers consist of private letters that passed between James 
Bruce, eighth Earl of Elgin and twelfth Earl of Kincardine, and Henry George, 
third Earl Grey, during the years 1846 to 1852, when the Earl of Elgin was 
Governor General of Canada and Earl Grey was Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and also of miscellaneous papers relating to subjects of Canadian 
interest. Earl Grey was the uncle of the then Lady Elgin, Lord Elgin's second 
wife, who was a daughter of the Earl of Durham. The correspondence, although 
personal and intimate, deals almost entirely with the public affairs of Canada. 
With a few exceptions, the letters of Lord Elgin are originals, while those of 
Lord Grey are manuscript copies made by Lady Grey. 

These papers were presented to Dr. Arthur G. Doughty (later Sir Arthur 
Doughty) by His Excellency Albert Henry George, fourth Earl Grey, Governor 
General of Canada, on the condition that they be published as a whole under 
Dr. Doughty's editorship. Three or more different plans for publication were 
successively considered, but none of these earlier proposals ever came to a final 
stage. Nevertheless they produced a large amount of editorial work, both in 
the determination of the text and in the preparation of commentary and illustra
tive material. In particular, mention should be made of the work done at this 
time by Professor W. Ross Livingstone, of the State University of Iowa, and 
Professor George W. Brown, of the University of Toronto. 

After his retirement from the position of Dominion Archivist, Sir Arthur 
Doughty definitively presented the papers to the Public Archives of Canada on 
the understanding that they should be published under his editorship by the 
Department, whereby the wishes of the fourth Earl Grey would finally be made 
effective. The form of publication was now changed radically: introductory and 
explanatory matter was abandoned and foot-notes were reduced to a minimum. 
It was decided, however, to publish in appendices a number of documents that 
are referred to in the original texts or the insertion of which seemed required for 
the clear understanding of those texts. Unless otherwise indicated, these added 
documents are drawn from the collections of the Public Archives. 

The work of publication was only well begun when ill-health compelled 
Sir Arthur Doughty to relinquish the editorial task. Miss Norah Story, of the 
staff of the Public Archives, who had collaborated with him, continued the 
editorial work along the lines he had laid down. She has seen the entire text 
through the press, and has prepared the index. 

Each document is here published in the language of the original, English 
or French, According as the case may be with respect to each, the letters have 
been marked "Original Manuscript", "Duplicate Manuscript Copy", "Copy", or 
"Tps Copy" (Typescript Copy). Each text is reproduced as it stands: a "[sic]" 
is inserted only in passages where the peculiarities are of such nature as might 
cause confusion. 

JAMES F. KENNEY, 
Acting Dominion Archivist. 
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Religion on Politics . . 634 
Grey to Elgin, Private, Colonial Office. 14 May, 1850 638 
Elgin to Grey, Toronto, 25 April, 1850 640 

Edward Jordan to Elgin, Kingston, Jamaica, 1 March. 1850 640 
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[Original MS] 
Private MIVARTS HOTEL 

LONDON July 16. 1846. 
M Y LORD, 

I think it my duty at an early period after y r Lordships assumption of 
office to submit the following statement in reference to my position as Governor 
of Jamaica absent on leave—. 

Under the pressure of a very heavy domestic affliction I took occasion 
upwards of a year ago to represent to Lord Stanley that it was my wish to 
retire from the Government of Jamaica whenever I could do so with propriety, 
& consistently with my duty to Her Majesty— Partly in consequence of this 
application, partly with a view to other arrangements which he had in con
templation before leaving office, His Lordship was pleased at the close of last 
year to authorize me to return to England on leave of absence.— This indulgence 
was afterwards confirmed by M r Gladstone.— 

I am aware that it may be of considerable importance under existing 
circumstances that the Assembly of Jamaica sa be met in October by a Governor 
possessing yr Lordships entire confidence, and adverting to the fact that the 
term of my service in the Colony as prescribed by the regulations of the 
department is not far distant, I think that I shall best consult the public 
interest & your Lordship's convenience by tendering my resignation of a 
Trust which I have already held for a longer period than any one of my five 
immediate Predecessors. 

I propose to do myself the honor of waiting upon y1 Lordship at the 
Colonial Office tomorrow in order that I may receive your Lordships commands 
and reply to any enquiries which you may be pleased to address to me respect
ing the condition and prospects of Jamaica. 

I have the honour to be 
My Lord 

Your Lordships most obedient 
humble Servn* 

The ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EARL GREY 

[Original MS] 
Private MIVARTS HOTEL 

LONDON, 

July 18. 1846. 
M Y LORD, 

I am truly grateful to your Lordship for the terms in which you are pleased 
to refer to my services in Jamaica and for the promise of your future confidence 
and support. 

8337—1 

reids7
Rectangle



2 ELGIN-GHEY PAPERS 

I do not intend to forego the satisfaction of the personal interview with 
your Lordship which you have so kindly consented to grant me = but I think 
that it may be convenient if in the meanwhile I place before you in writing more 
distinctly & fully than I did in my former letter the grounds of my disinclination 
to return to Jamaica— Relying on yr Lordships goodness I propose to do so 
with entire frankness & sincerity—and I trust that you will permit me at the 
outset to assure you that my views on this subject have not been in the slightest 
degree influenced by the change which has recently taken place in Her Majestys 
cousels [sic]. 

The personal motives which induced me more than a year ago to apply to 
Lord Stanley for permission to depart from the Colony retain their full force— 
I am now informed that I must seperate from my only child if I return thither, 
as I cannot with safety any longer expose her to the climate— I must apologize 
for obtruding such topics on your Lordship, but you will, I am confident, under
stand, how heavy the burden of existence must be in the isolated position of 
the Governor of a Colony, to one who has undergone there the greatest of all 
human afflictions— 

Again, as a Scotch Peer, my admission to Parliament is contingent on the 
favor and support of my Brother Peers. A General Election cannot be far 
distant, and if I leave England at present I run the risk of probable exclusion 
from public life at home for a period which may be indefinitely prolonged. 

I beg further to observe that when Lord Stanley gave me leave of absence 
he did not contemplate my return to Jamaica, for he ordered me home with 
the view of inducing me to enter the service of the Crown in another quarter— 

I am most unwilling to take a step which might seem to evince a lack on 
my part of that strong sense of duty to Her Majesty & t M Her Majesty's 
Government which ought in my opinion to actuate every man who enters the 
public service—but, adverting t[0] the fact that I have, under circumstances 
of great personal inconvenience, discharged, for a longer period than any of 
my Predecessors since the Duke of Manchester, the duties of an office, which, 
however encouraging the estimate your Lordship has formed of my humble 
services, is still as respects the judgement of the Public, a thankless one, I 
trust that I may be acquitted of want of zeal, or of respect & gratitude to your 
Lordship, if I renew the request that you will accept my proffered resignation. 

Unless I receive your Lordships commands t:o] the contrary, I shall do 
myself the honor of waiting upon you on Monday next. 

I have the honor to be 
My Lord 

yr Lordships most ob* humble Ser* 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The EAEL GEET 
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ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 3 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
BELGRAVE SQUARE. 

Aug* 4. 46. 
M Y DEAR LORD, 

The reasons which you assigned in your letter of the 18th of July for de
clining to resume the Gov* of Jamaica were so conclusive—that much as I re
gretted the loss of your services in a Colony which you so well understand, and 
where your administration has been so successful, I felt that I could not further 
urge you to return there— But as your objections to returning to Jamaica are in 
so great a degree founded upon the nature of its climate, I am encouraged to hope 
that you may possibly not be unwilling to undertake the Government of a yet 
more important portion of Her Majesty's Colonial possessions, not labouring 
under the same—disadvantage in respect of climate—as Jamaica— If so, 
nothing would give—me greater satisfaction than to be permitted to recommend 
you to Her Majesty for the situation of Governor General of British North 
America— You are aware that this important post is at present occupied by Lord 
Cathcart, but that he went to Canada not as civil Governor, but as Commander 
of the Forces, and was appointed Governor on the recommendation of my pre
decessor, partly as I understand, owing to the difficulty of making any other 
arrangement when Lord Metcalfe was unfortunately compelled to come home by 
illness—partly, because it was considered that in the event of a rupture with the 
United States of America (which at that time there was so much reason to appre
hend) there would be a convenience in having the highest executive powers both 
Civil, and Military, united in the same hands— Without giving any opinion as to 
whether such a union of power would have been advantageous, or otherwise, in the 
event of war— I have no hesitation in saying that under present circumstances, 
when all immediate apprehension of such a Calamity is happily dispelled— I 
think it inexpedient that the same person should be both Governor General, and 
Commander of the Forces, in British North America— Such is also the opinion 
of my Colleagues, and it is therefore our intention to advise H. Majesty to 
separate the two appointments, and to name another Governor General, and as 
this is a post which it is of the highest importance at this time— to have well 
filled, I am most anxious that you may allow me to propose to the Queen that it 
may be conferred upon you— I believe that it would be difficult to point out any 
situation in which Great talents would find more scope for useful execution, or 
are more wanted at this moment—& I am sure that I could not hope to find any 
one whom I could recommend to Her Majesty for that Office—with so much con
fidence as yourself— 

Before I conclude there is one part of your letter of the 18th to which though 
with some hesitation I will venture to advert.— You mention as one of your 
reasons for not wishing at present to leave England, that by doing so you would 
run the risk of probable exclusion from public life at home for a period which 
may be indefinitely prolonged since as a Scotch Peer your admission to Parlia
ment is contingent on the favour and support of your brother Peers, and a General 
election cannot be far distant— Nothing can be more just than this reason for 
your wishing to remain at home, but at the same time allow me to remind you 
that by proceeding to Canada you might hope to obtain an entrance to the H. of 
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4 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

Lords upon a more independent footing than as one of the Representative Peers 
of Scotland, both of the two last Governors of Canada have been rewarded for 
their services in that Capacity by being created Peers—and with the Claims 
which you already have from your successful administration of the affairs of 
Jamaica, and from your rank as the possessor of an ancient Scotch Earldom, I 
cannot but think that you might fairly expect that in the course of no very long 
time, you might establish a right to be recommended to Her Majesty for a 
British Peerage, which would be recognized either by the present, or by any 
succeeding Minister— I am not authorized to make to you any promise upon 
this subject, but I believe I am justified in saying, that the opinion I have now 
expressed is held by Lord John Russell as well as by myself—• 

Believe me 
My dear Lord, 

Faithfully yrs 

Signed GREY 
The EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE— 

[Original MS] 
MIVARTS HOTEL— 

Aug 6, 1846 
M Y DEAR LORD, 

However diffident I may be disposed to feel of my ability to cope success
fully with the difficulties which the condition of Canada presents, and however 
reluctant on private grounds to leave England, the kind and encouraging tone of 
y r letter and of the personal communications on Colonial subjects with which 
you have honored me induces me to lay all scruples at once aside, and to place 
my services at y r disposal-

The interests of the public service are of paramount importance and t[0] 
them all minor considerations must be made to yield, but I venture to submit 
that it would be a great convenience to me to be permitted to defer for some little 
time my departure from this Country—at least until the arrival from Jamaica 
of my plate & that portion of my establishment which I left there—and the 
return of my Brother, whose valuable aid & support it is of great moment to me 
to secure in entering upon that larger field of duty to which you have been 
pleased to call me 

I have the honor to be 
My dear Lord 

very gratefully & truly Yra 

The, ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Aug. 6/46 

L a Elgin to L a Grey 
respecting Gov* Generals of Canada— 
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[Original MS] 
MIVARTS, 

Sept 3. 1846. 
DEAR LORD GREY, 

There are one or two matters of detail affecting my position as Governor 
of Canada on w11 I venture to take the liberty of addressing y o u -

Firstly, as respects the Governor's personal staff—I understand that in 
Lord Metcalfe's case it consisted of a Military Secretary—two paid and two 
unpaid A.D.C.S. I apprehend that I shall be entitled t[0] the same.— 

I have been given to believe that the Private or civil Secretary of the Gov
ernor is not necessarily (as in Jamaica) removeable with the Governor In 
that case it is obvious that the Mil. Sec. is the only person who can be received 
as the Governor's confidential adviser or friend—It becomes therefore in no 
small degree important that the situation sa be well filled & worth holding— 
I have written to my brother who was with me as Governors Secretary in 
Jamaica (the duties of which office he still continues to perform with much 
advantage t M the service) urging him to accept it—It is fair that I sa state 
that in acceding to my wishes in this respect he will have to make a consider
able sacrifice of Income— 

A numerous body of A.D.C's is a source of expense to a Governor—but in 
order to the maintenance of the dignity of the office it will be proper I suppose 
that my staff should in this department equal that of my predecessors— 

I have no intention to annoy you by raising questions about allowances for 
outfits passages &c. But as the Salary of the Governor General of Canada is 
confessedly far from excessive I trust that I may calculate on receiving any 
aid under this head which has been afforded to those who have preceded me— 

I am, 
Dear Lord Grey 

very faithfully yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
Sep. 3/46 
La Elgin 
Respecting allowance &e— 
Ansa by Ld G— 

[Original MS] 
BROOM HALL 

DUNFERMLINE. 

Dc r 8. 1846. 

My dear Grey (I obey you see the injunction delivered to me by Mary from you 
on the 7 th of Novr) I write this single line t M acknowledge the receipt of M r 

Shuttleworth paper1—I intended t M have returned it today with a few remarks— 
but I was interrupted, & indeed I find it rather difficult to handle the subject. 

1 fee heloir Appendix I. 
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6 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

I have read with much interest the circular on Emigration & the West Indies 
& Mauritius w m you were good enough t M give me before I left London.—1 
think that it is calculated to do much good and that it will be acceptable to 
reasonable men in the Colonies. I am glad to perceive that you consider our 
legislation on this subject in Jamaica t[0] have been generally in the right direc
tion— 

Most truly yIS 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

As respects the Privy Councillorship. I think I shall give it up as it wM 

certainly be very inconvenient to run up t[0] London for the purpose. I do not 
care about it for myself, but I think that honorary distinctions are of some 
importance in the eyes of colonists and give one more weight than Ministers 
at home who look t[0] public opinion in England, are aware of. Unless therefore 
I hear something before the 17th to make me change my mind I shall not arrive 
in London till about the 26[t;|h or 27th when Mary will accompany me to make 
my final arrangements preparatory t[0] departure—Many thanks to you for 
having so kindly consulted my convenience in this matter—x 

[Endorsed] 
Dec1 8/46 
La Elgin to Lord Grey. 

[Original MS] 
BROOM HALL 

DUNFERMLINE 
Decr-10-1846. 

MY DEAR LORD GREY, 
I thank you for allowing me to see Mr Shuttleworth's paper on Industrial 

Education for the Colonies—I have read it with much interest, and rejoice 
to find that he has brought his great experience and knowledge to bear on this 
important subject—If this paper can be circulated among persons in the colonies 
who take a lead in Educational matters it can hardly fail to do much good— 

1 [The following notes appear to have been made in reply to questions asked by Lord Grey. 
They are found appended to the preeeeding letter.] 

Lord Metcalfe was allowed one military Secretary and two Aides de Camp. 
See Treasury letter o£ 7 February 1843. 
By the T r y letter i t would seem that the military Secry was only appointed provisionally 

was he afterwards confirmed? 
The Salary it appears is 700£ a year & with* allowances to a military officer but I suppose 

not stopping the 4 pay''. 
The military Secretary was Captu Brownrigg of the Grenadier Gas who was on full pay. 
VvTiat was Sir C. M. allowed finally for his expenses in going? & what w4 L a Elgin receive? 

G 
Lord Metcalfe was desired to report whether the Services of a military Secretary were 

indispensable,—and, after a long delay—he answered that question affirmatively— But I am told 
that the Treasury are rather sensitive upon this matter. 

His Lordship was allowed £900 for his expenses to Boston,— and £368 for his expenses from 
Bofton to Canada. 

P S 3 Sept ' 
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ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 7 

It will tend to diffuse among them large and just views on Education generally, 
and, by illustrating its bearing on the moral social & intellectual advancement 
of the laboring class, to remove prejudices against industrial training which 
prevail but too widely—. 

I think it right however, (having myself attempted to hold the plough which 
is now grasped by so much abler a hand) to warn you, that before you can 
hope to succeed in establishing a system of moral and industrial training as 
complete as that contemplated by M r Shuttleworth, you will have to overcome 
many difficulties—All the interests prejudices and passions which oppose the 
march of educational improvement in this Country—vested rights in school 
property & the nomination of teachers—jealousies of rival sects—the desire to 
claim credit for doing much at a small expenditure of toil & patience—reappear 
in the colonies with circumstances of aggravation, from the greater difficulty 
of obtaining teachers competent in respect of attainment and unexceptionable 
in moral character,—the illiterate condition of the bulk of the adult population, 
—and the want of any class of resident Gentry with leisure sufficient to enable 
them to exercise a gratuitous supervision over the rural schools. Add to this, 
that in most of these colonies the discredit of associations derived from slavery 
still attaches to labor—Mr Shuttleworth proposes a plan for training masters 
which would, I have little doubt, work well, but it cannot be carried out in 
accordance with his scheme until the day schools have already been some years 
in operation. In the mean time therefore you will probably find it necessary 
to approach the more perfect system developed by M r Shuttleworth by slow 
and cautious steps, and to frame your instructions to Governors of Colonies 
accordingly— 

In Jamaica there were no schools instituted & supported by the state and 
under the control of the Government. The grant of a small sum in aid of 
schools of all denominations in which the rudiments of the science and practice 
of agriculture were taught and two or three hours a day set apart for manual 
labor, was the only mode by which we could attempt to promote the introduction 
of an industrial system of Education. To such cases all M r Shuttleworths sug
gestions respecting the School Plot, the scholars plot, and the employment of 
apprentices, would, I should think, be immediately applicable. Wherever the 
wash house could be provided it would be a very useful addition— 

It is needless to say that schools recieving aid in this shape should be 
subject to frequent and searching inspection, as otherwise gross abuses will 
infallibly creep in under the pretence of industrial teaching, and the labor of 
the scholars become a mere perquisite for the masters. 

Where schools are instituted under the authority of the Government (and 
I should have recommended in Jamaica the establishment of a sufficient number 
of schools of this class to provide for the reception of children who were not 
recieving instruction at other schools) M r Shuttleworth's system might at 
once be introduced in greater perfection. I t may be doubtful however whether 
it would be judicious to attempt the care of cattle at present in any of the 
day schools. 

The range of study prescribed by M r Shuttleworth for those who are 
training to be masters might probably be somewhat extensive for the class of 
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8 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

scholars who would frequent a normal school in our tropical colonies at the 
present stage of their civilization but, with such modifications as local circum
stances might suggest, I should think that his system might be carried out in 
institutions of this description—I was very desirous that the Trustees of Lady 
Mico's charity1 who now expend a sum of £800 or £900 a year to little purpose 
in Jamaica in the education of youths as teachers, should have adopted the 
industrial system in their normal Establishment.—I suggested that the educa
tion given at their seminary should have been of such a character as would 
have qualified the student not only for the situation of Schoolmaster, but 
also for that of Bookkeeper and Overseer: so that while youths who had a 
vocation for teaching would have found occupation in that line, others might 
have followed their natural bent in a different direction with the prospect of 
rising to offices of emolument & responsibility on Estates— 

I trust that you will pardon me for offering these remarks which are only 
worthy of perusal as coming from one who has some acquaintance with the 
state of opinion and practise in the tropical Colonies. The education now 
given in the schools is so superficial and so deficient in the characteristics of 
a moral discipline, that I have little faith in its efficacy as a means of raising 
the condition of the Peasantry.—more especially, when account is taken of the 
depressing influences which weigh them downwards.—an enervating climate— 
wants easily supplied—a low standard of enjoyment mental and physical—and 
centuries of barbarism and oppression—I should entertain better hopes for the 
future if I saw a system in operation among them which, while it developed the 
intelligence of the young & imparted to them a knowledge of religious truth, 
trained them in habits of industry, order and cleanliness— 

I am 
Dear Lord Grey 

Most truly Yours 

ELGIN à KINCARDINE. 

[P.S.] 

The school system adopted in the village in which a number of the laborers 
employed on this property (quarries agriculturalists & others) reside, works 
so well, that although it is not industrial, nor probably in all its features suited 
to a population differently circumstanced, I am tempted to say a few words 
respecting it. Each man employed on the work agrees to contribute to the 
support of the school—The wages vary from % to % a day, and the lowest 
payment to the school is 10a the highest % per month. This contribution entitles 
the parents to send any number of children they please to the school. The con
sequence of this arrangement is that there is no temptation in any case, however 
large the family, to withhold the advantage of education from the children—and, 
in point of fact, all do attend school, from about the age of two years when they 
enter the infant School, to fourteen when they generally leave in search of em-

1 An account of this interesting foundation i<= given in F . C-undall. " A S 'vpnt°»nth Century 
Charity: a brief history of the Mieo Training College," Journal of the Institute of Jamaica, 1895, 
vol. 2, pp. 238-43: and by the sanie author. Mico Collection, Jamaica: some account of the Mico 
family, the story of the Mico Fund, its diversion to the West Indies & its latest developments in 
Jamaica trith a brief history of the Collection (Kingston: 1914). 
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ployment— It is a gratifying circumstance too, that older lads and young men, 
availing themselves of the facility afforded by the absence of any extra charge, 
when thrown out of work by any accidental cause, sometimes return to school to 
complete their education. Out of a population of 850 souls we have a school 
attendance of 225.— The school is nearly if not entirely self supporting— The 
people are contented, and I have had the satisfaction of ascertaining on enquiry 
that the young men who have left this community to encounter the trials of life 
in Glasgow and other great towns have generally turned out well— I t is fair to 
add that these favorable results would not probably have been attained had we 
not been fortunate in the Schoolmaster who is a painstaking earnest simple-
minded man, & in the School-mistress who superintends the infant school— They 
were both brought up in the School— 

[Endorsed] 
Decr 10/46 
La Elgin to La G. 
respecting M r Kay Shuttleworth's paper on Industrial Education for the 

Colonies— 

[Original MS] MONKLANDS. 
Feb. 2 1847. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I hear that by sending a letter today via1 new York I may succeed in reach
ing you in England before the next Packet arrives I therefore write this un
official line, to let you know that my first effort here has been entirely successful. 
I had an opportunity of replying to an address from the inhabitants of Montreal 
immediately after my inauguration, & the sentiments which I expressed have 
gained (to judge by the press of all complexions) universal satisfaction— 

I did not shrink from speaking my mind, but I did what I cd— to raise 
Canadian Politics from the dirt. I send tr0] you addressed to Belgrave Square a 
Newspaper with a report of my address,—and I have sent Mary another of 
opposite Politics— I have not yet had time to mature any plans— I hear that the 
civil list act has not yet been confirmed— Why so? M r Cayley expresses con
sideran [sic] anxiety that the proposal sent home by the last mail for selling out 
the Clergy reserve funds now invested in Consols & re-investing them in the 
Canadian debentures already remitted should be acted upon without delay.—It 
is also hoped that the sinking fund on the loan of 150,000 guaranteed by Great 
Britain will not be required at least until the v/orks are completed—• I do not 
know how soon difficulties may arise but I am happy to say that things look 
very well at present, and that I think much may be done by suavity & caution 
combined with decision— 

Yrs most truly 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The paper wh I send you is an organ of the Gov* Mary will send you one 
of the opposition— 

1 I n the manuscript this appears to be either "via 1 " or "v ia ' . " 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private. 

BELGRAVE SQUARE 
Feb. 2/47 

MY DEAR ELGIN 

[So in copy] 

The subject of a public nature wh. is of the greatest immediate interest is that 
of emigration By this mail you will receive a Despatch1 explaining to you 
that I have almost given up all hope of your being able to carry into effect 
the plan of systematic colonization detailed in the Despatch2 you carried out 
with you, & I enclose in this letter copies of a memorandum drawn up by F. 
Elliott (the emigration Commr) & of a letter & paper sent to him by the New 
Brunswick Land Company3 wh. will show you the practical difficulties wh. have 
been started as to the execution of my scheme— These difficulties I am bound 
to admit are great, & yet I am quite persuaded that if proper means were adopted 
for the purpose they are capable of being overcome— With abundance of good 
land & with capital wh. this country can supply provided a reasonable prospect 
of repayment is afforded, I never can believe that the labour of a large number 
of able bodied emigrants might not be made to produce not only the means 
of maintaining themselves but also of returning what might have been laid out 
in the first instance— After all we know that emigrants who have industry & 
some small means of their own by their own isolated & unaided efforts never fail 
in a few Years to realize an independence— The small capital wh. such settlers 
possess is of necessity expended in the maintenance of their families at first, 
but yet after 4 or 5 years of exertion we find them having overcome the 
difficulties of establishing themselves & in possession of property to a far greater 
value than what they originally possessed— But if this can be done by individual 
settlers it seems to me altogether irrational to suppose that it might not be 
done still more easily by bodies of settlers, whose labour by their mutual co
operation, if it were but properly directed, might accomplish far more than 
the separate efforts of individuals— What is wanted for this purpose is some 
plan of operations wh. shall call forth all the energy of individuals, at the same 
time directing & guiding their efforts, & supplying the capital wh. is wanted to 
support them until their own labour can produce a return from the soil, without 
subjecting them to the deadening & benumbing influence of feeling that they 
are in debt— It is I think a fundamental principle of any good system of 

1 In this despatch, Lord Grey set forth the reasons which had induced the Government to 
abandon the policy of settling emigrants in villages (see below, note 2) , and also for declining 
to assist emigration by providing free passages. Great approbation of the work of the emigrant 
agents was expressed and i t was pointed out that there existed a great demand for labour in 
the colonies, so that emigrants would be able to obtain employment without difficulty. Grey 
to Elgin, Vo. 20, Jan. 29, I847. ((J. 127, p. 8S.) 

2 In this despatch, Lord Grey pointed out that considerable bodies of people would be 
induced to emigrate, together with their clergyman or priest, if they could be assured that they 
would not _ be dispersed oil arriving in the colonies. Lord Elgin was therefore instructed to 
make provision for the establishment of villages for such communities of emigrants. Detailed 
instructions were given for his guidance in carrying this scheme into operation. Grey to Elgin, 
yo. 11, Dec. SI, 1S¡6. (G. 126, p. 192.) 

8 For Elliott's report see Memoranda re Emigration. 
The other papers are not in the collection. 
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colonization that the settlers ought not to be made to start in debt & above 
all not in debt to the Govm* wh. never can be the creditor of any considerable 
number of its subjects without the greatest danger— The solution of this problem 
I am convinced is to be found in the application by some means or other of the 
Wakefield principle,1 that is to say it is by putting a considerable price upon 
land, & selling the land in a state in wh. it is worth this increased price— I 
enclose with the papers I have already mentioned a slight sketch of the sort of 
way in wh. I think this might be done— It is very possible, or rather most 
probable, that exactly in this shape the plan might not be capable of being 
worked out, but I am not the less firmly convinced that in principle it is sound, 
& that if the Assemblies can be made to co-operate with you it might be acted 
upon— The great thing is to convince the Assemblies that it is not by lowering 
the price of land, that the settlement of the country is to be promoted, on the 
contrary I am more & more persuaded that what is desirable is as I have said 
to raise the price of land, spending the money received on improvements wh. 
increase its value— But as this is a principle agst wh. public opinion in North 
America seems to be very strongly directed it will require much management 
to lead the Assemblies to adopt it. Probably this will be best accom
plished indirectly, by suggesting as the best source from wh. funds can 
be raised for the execution of public works wh. are greatly desired, the 
imposition of a small tax upon waste land, or rather upon land generally, 
bince if a tax is confined to wild land it is not always very easy to 
draw the line between land wh. is really wild & that wh. is partially reclaimed, 
whereas a small tax such as 6a an acre is practically unfelt by land wh. is made 
productive, but is a burthen wh. renders it impossible to retain for long periods 
large tracts of uncultivated land in private hands. The imposition of a tax of 
this sort, & a trifling increase of the price at wh. land is at present sold, w3 

afford to the Canadian Legislature the means without any real addition to the 
public burthens of affording a guarantee for the interest of the money invested 
in works of public utility wh. I am persuaded wa induce capitalists to execute 
them — There is one such work now in contemplation wh. without some such 
guarantee cannot I fear be executed, & wh. I am persuaded wa be of the very 
greatest advantage to the Colony. I allude to the projected Railway called 
the ''Great Western of Canada" for wh. a bill has been already passed by the 
Canadian Legislature. I have within these few days seen a statement drawn 
up by M r (formerly of the Railway department of the Board of Trade but now 
practising at the bar & counsel to the promoters of this project) by wh. it appears 
that in the present state of the money market notwithstanding the reasonable 
prospect of a good profit wh. this undertaking presents money for going on with 
it will not be forthcoming without some public assistance. Such assistance in 
our present financial state & with the heavy burden of Ireland upon us, it is 
utterly impossible to afford from the B s ü Treasury, but I do think it very well 
indeed worth considering whether the Colonial Legislature might not guarantee 
5 per cent on the capital, or take half the shares (amounting to about £600.000) 
in order to enable the projectors to go on with this railway. I am told that with 
some such assistance all the great railway people in this Country with Hudson 

1 See Wakefield, E. G., A View of the Art or Colonisation (London: 1S49). 
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at their head wa be very glad to take up the scheme, & that a large amount of 
capital from the United States wa also be invested in it. To commence this 
work in the ensuing spring wa be of infinite advantage with a view not only to 
the assistance, of emigrants but also to the general improvement of the province, 
& I wish you wd consider whether the Assembly might not raise a Revenue 
sufficient to guarantee the interest upon the capital of the Company, or to pay 
the interest of a loan sufficient to enable them to take half the shares, by some 
such impost as I have described upon land. Considering how land in all the 
Western part of the Colony wa be raised in value by such a work the impost 
wa seem to me both politic & just— I shall be very anxious to hear what prospect 
you think there is of doing anything in the way of effecting a closer union among 
the B s h North American Provinces than at present exists. I am convinced that 
there is nothing more important to their interest & also to ours— 

[Original MS] 
Secret. 

MONKLANDS. Feb 24—1847. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I have given you in the memorandum herewith enclosed a narrative of what 
has taken place since my arrival in regard t[0] Ministerial arrangements.— 

My ministers are; 
Mr Morris President of the Committees of the Council & Receiver General— 
Mr Draper Attorney General for Upper Canada & leader of the Ministry not 

avowedly but in fact— 
Mr Cayley Inspector General of public accounts— 
Mr Daly Provincial Secretary— 
Mr Papineau, Commissioner of Crown lands— 
Mr Smith, Attorney General for Lower Canada.— 

I beg that you will really consider this letter and its enclosure secret, because 
it is hopeless to attempt to work the system of Government we have got here 
unless the Ministers feel that they may with perfect safety communicate un
reservedly with the Governor. In order to preserve the confidential character 
of the document I have described the ministers in the memorandum by their 
Initials—Mr Draper being designated as D. & M r Daly as D.D.— 

Why D. should have endeavored to persuade me to turn my back at once on 
the French & to go all lengths with the exclusively British Party when he was so 
ready to admit., on my objecting, the extreme inconvenience and peril to my 
future usefulness of such a course, is an enigma which I have not yet been able 
to solve. Whether it was only because he thought that he could not after his 
failures renew a negotiation with the French, and that therefore if any attempt 
was to be made in that quarter the proposition ought to originate with me— 
or whether he may have calculated that a new Governor, undefiled by Gallic, 
contact, would be an acceptable peace offering to his Upper Canadian friends 
who are out of humor with h i m = I cannot even conjecture. 
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Hitherto (I am writing on the 24th of February) things have gone on well 
with me— Much better than I hoped for when we parted— I should have been 
very willing to meet the Assembly at once, and throw myself with useful mea
sures upon the good sense of the people— But my Ministers are too weak or 
too wanting in Pluck for this— They seem to be impressed with the belief that 
the regular opposition will of course resist whatever they propose, & that any 
fragments of their own side who happen not to be able at the moment to get 
what they want, will join them. When I advise them therefore to go down to 
Parliament with good measures & the prestige of a new Governor, & to rely on 
the support of Public Opinion they smile & shake their heads— It is clear that 
they are not very credulous as t[0] the existence of such a controlling Power, 
and that their faith in the efficacy of appeals to selfish & sordid motives is 
greater than mine. Nevertheless we must take the World as we find it, and if 
new Elements of strength are required to enable the Government t[0] go on 
it is, I think, very adviseable to give the French a fair opportunity of entering 
the Ministry in the first instance. It is also more prudent to enter upon these 
delicate negotiations cautiously & slowly in order to avoid if possible giving 
the impression that I am ready to jump down every body's throat the moment 
I touch the soil of Canada.—This is the more important because my per
sonal influence has been extending itself in the mean time. I regret that any 
delay should take place as I know that you are anxious about the measures which 
I have to submit tE0] Parliament—'but I am doubtful whether with a Ministry 
so weak as this I could hope to carry anything.— 

I sent a letter to you by the New York Packet of the 6th as I was anxious 
that you should hear of my start as soon as possible.— I also felt at the time 
that it was very hard that I had nearly a whole month of Government here 
to undergo before I should have an opportunity of reporting progress to you.— 

I have an immense deal of hard work to do. So much that is new—and 
Lord Cathcart (not very unreasonably perhaps) has allowed every thing that 
required thought to lie over for me—Add to which shoals of addresses pour 
in daily— 

I wish I could be more useful to you about Immigration— But it is 
impossible to fathom all the depths of the land & labor question at a plunge— 
I think that the plan of encreasing the means of forwarding the new Comers 
tío] places where their labor is wanted, is the best & safest—you could 
adopt— I intended to have suggested it, but yr despatch of the 29th of January 
has anticipated me. 

Pray mention to Lord John Russell that I have seen Js Alexander—I like 
him much, and shall regret if he cannot remain on my staff as I think he 
wa prove an efficient coadjutor— 

I trust that you have not forgotten or abandoned y. plan about the Bath 
and the Militia A.D.C.'s to the Queen. Take away yr troops if you please, 
but give some gallant Knights & titled dames to maintain British connexion 
withall— 

I shall be grieved if you disapprove of my ministerial proceedings. Every 
course in difficult circumstances has its inconveniences— I think if I had 
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adopted the first plan suggested to me, I should have had a very weak Min
istry even after all sacrifices had been made to conciliate the Upper Canada 
Tories— The unnatural alliance between the Baldwin & French factions w* 
have been confirmed, & their feelings towards myself embittered under the 
impression that I had started as a partizan Governor. Whereas if the French 
agree to my terms I shall have the strongest Gov[t] United Canada has yet 
seen: if they refuse a most sufficient reason is furnished for seeking strength 
elsewhere. 

Yrs always very truly 

[Endorsed] ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

Secret [Endorsed] 
Feby 24/47 

Earl Grey Lord Elgin to Lord Grey 
Elgin and Kincardine with memorandum 

[Enclosure] 
[Original MS] 
Mem. Secret. 

MONTREAL. 

February 8th 1847. 

Col Bruce informed me today that D. had called upon him, Stating that he had 
certain proposals to Submit1 to the Govr Gen1 which he thought it adviseable in 
the first instance to communicate to him. D. conversed with Col. B. for Some 
time, & the more important propositions which he advanced, were=lstly That 
the Govr Geni. Should apply for mandamus's to raise 8 Gentlemen, whom he 
named, to the Legislative Council. 2naiy That he Should also procure a man
damus for Sir A. Macnab, to be used in the event of the attempt to prevent his 
voiding his Seat, in Consequence of his alleged acceptance of the Office of Adj* 
General of Militia, failing. If the Gov* were defeated in this matter, it might be 
very important, he Said, to have the means of placing Sir A. in the Upper House, 
with the Office of Speaker— M. Caron, the present Speaker, being ejected for the 
purpose— He adverted to other points of less importance— These, however, 
were the principal. 
Febry 9th I sent for D. to-day, & told him that I was ready to receive any com
munication, which he might wish to make to me. He informed me, that he had 
been drawing up a memorandum, in reference to the Subjects which he had 
mentioned to Col. B— the day before. I observed that I would much prefer 
dealing with proposals of importance on paper; but that, in the meantime, if he 
wished to give me any information, orally, I would willingly listen.— He com
menced by Stating, that the number of Legislative Councillors was Somewhat re
duced from various causes, -& named 8 persons for whom he wished mandamuses 

1 The constant use of a capital " S '' throughout this document has been faithfully tran
scribed. 
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to be procured, detailing the recommendations of each. He Said he had reason 
to know that there were mandamuses in the possession of the Govr for Certain 
individuals. The elevation of Some of these persons to the Council, he would to 
the utmost, oppose. Sir C. Metcalfe had procured the Mandamus on the recom
mendation of his first Ministry. He adverted to the position of M r Caron, 
Stating, that that Gentleman had been appointed Speaker of the Legis™ Council, 
at the time when all the Members connected with Upper Canada, & among them 
M r Jameson, the Speaker, left the Council, on the occasion of the Vote for re
moving the Seat of Governm* to Montreal. He Said that he had reason to believe 
that M r C. accepted the office, on the understanding that he might at any Time 
be called to vacate it. He then proceeded to the Case of Sir A. Macnab, leaving 
on my mind the impression that he thought Sir A's right to the Seat questionable, 
but defensible, there being little or no evidence of his having accepted office. 
A defeat in this case, might be very awkward for the Gov*, & he wanted a man
damus So as to be able to avoid Such a risk, by his removal (if necessary) to the 
Upper House. He mentioned all this now, because if I applied immediately, I 
might have the documents in my Possession, So as to be enabled to meet the 
Legislature in 2 months—On this hint, I remarked, that my impression, derived 
from M r Cayley, & others, was that it would be inconvenient, especially to 
Members for Upper Canada, if the meeting of the Legislature were deferred after 
the commencement of March. I observed that measures which I would be 
unwilling to delay, would probably be introduced into Parliament in the 
approaching Session, affecting the Tariff, the Post Office, & other matters of 
importance. I gave him to understand that as far as I was concerned, I should 
be quite ready to meet the House early in March, & I wished him & his 
Colleagues to consider this point well, before they prepared the memorandum. 

10th Feby I received this day the following confidential memorandum from D. 

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM. 

" From the years 1842-3, Suggestions have been repeatedly made for adding 
" to the numbers of the Legislative Council, & it is understood that Some writs 
" of Mandamus have been Sent out, which have not hitherto been acted upon. 
" In the meantime vacancies have taken place by death, resignation, or a with-
" drawal from attendance. A difficulty has also been frequently experienced in 
" obtaining the attendance of a quorum— To obviate this, & for other reasons 
"hereafter pointed out—the following names—of gentlemen whose principles, 
" character, & integrity cannot be questioned, are humbly Submitted: 

—L. Canada. U. Canada.— 
" 1. Denis Benjamin Viger. 2. Roderick Mattheson.1 

" 3. F . A. Quesnel. 4. George Strange Boulton. 
" 5. James Ferrier. 6. Benjamin Thorne. 
" 7. Charles Penner. 8. Hamnet2 Pinhey. 

1 Roderick Matheson. 
2Hamnett Pinhey. 
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" The circumstances under which the Honble R. E. Caron was elevated to 
" the Speakership of the Legislative C1 have been explained to Yr Lordship 
" so far as D. has understood them. He begs to explain that he does not Speak 
" from any personal knowledge in this respect. It has been thought desirable 
" that this office Should be filled by one politically connected with the adminis-
" tration, & that he Should be—pro forma, at least—an Executive Councillor. 
" After Mr Caron's unqualified refusal to take office last Summer, there can be 
" no reason to Expect he would desire to retain his present position coupled with 
" a political alliance with the Existing Council. In fact, for the moment, at all 
" events, the Govern* can only rely for Support on the British Party of Lower 
" Canada, & on the Conservative Party in Upper—& it is of the greatest con-
" sequence, to prevent any disunion in the latter, & one of the most prominent 
"risks of this, arise from the position of the Speaker of the Assembly. 
" The circumstances which created this difficulty do not require to be now entered 
" upon. Although the Official correspondence does not contain any positive 
" evidence that Sir Allan MeNab accepted the Office of Adj* Gen1 of Militia, 
" & the Gov* can therefore as Seems most politic, assume that he has not vacated 
" his Seat—there is certainly enough to furnish ground for a plausible argument 
" in favor of a Contrary proposition, & when it becomes known that this view 
" is taken—it is most probable that the Opposition will adopt a Contrary Opinion, 
" & they may very possibly be joined by Some others who may have taken 
" umbrage at Sir Allan's reference to a " round robin " in favour of the present 
" deputy Adjuttt] Gen1 for Upper Canada. If it Should be ascertained before 
" the House meet, that Such a Contingency is likely to arise, it appears to D. 
" desirable to be prepared to avoid it—by being in possession of a Mandamus 
" calling Sir Allan to the Upper House. 

" Independently of this consideration there is this Contingency, that a few 
" persons of the Conservative party, who (whatever their motives) feel unfriendly 
" to the present Council, or at least to Some member or members of it—might, 
" if opportunity offered—be inclined to make Sir Allan a rallying point—as 
" he is in fact the only person in Upper Canada, they could or would make their 
" leader. They would then Create a division, the Speedy and certain Conse-
" quence of which would be to bring in the Same parties who resigned on their 
" quarrel with Lord Metcalfe. This danger would also be obviated, by having 
" the power to place Sir Allan in the Upper House—& making him Speaker, 
"with a Seat in the Executive Council, but holding no Office as head of an 
" Executive department. 

" The anticipated effect of these appointments is, to give Such a Strength to 
" the Existing Government in both houses—as would enable them to undertake, 
" with every prospect of Success—the various important measures, financial, & 
" political, which must be Submitted to the Legislature. The confidence this 
" would give to the Country Generally would in many ways be beneficial. By 
" no means the least advantage to be hoped for, is the Strong probability, that 
*' the Lower Canada Opposition must then distinctly perceive, that their union 
" with Mr Baldwin & his friends, in no ways favors the objects, whether personal 
" or political, which they are believed to desire, & that any proposals or advances 
" to them are dictated Solely by a desire to afford them every thing that is just 
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" or reasonable—& not by a want of their Support to carry on the Govern* They 
" will thus be in a far more favorable disposition to unite with the Upper Canada 
•' Conservatives than they were in 1844:—& infinitely more So than they are at 
"this time, when advances made to them would be considered as the result of 
"weakness, & be rejected accordingly. And if their leaders Should then reject 
" overtures, there would not be the Same unanimity that has hitherto actuated 
" the parties who Sustain them. 

" It is Submitted that the additional delay of a month in assembling the 
"Legislature would be of trifling consequence, compared with Such results as 
"may be reasonably anticipated from the successful prosecution of this plan. 
" That the public in fact, do not anticipate that the Legislature will be convened 
" Sooner than April, & that no positive inconvenience, can result from a delay 
" Sufficient to carry out the foregoing propositions. 

" D. in Submitting the foregoing hasty observations, offers them only a [sic] 
'' Suggestion to which he respectfully Solicits Your Lordship's consideration, & 
" Such Consultation with the Council as their importance may seem to deserve." 

Montreal 10th Feb*. 
Saturday 13th Sent for D. having well considered his proposals. Told him 
that I should be glad to have Some Conversation with him in reference to cer
tain objections which I felt to them, before giving him a written answer. It 
appeared to me, I said, that in advising me to adopt the Course which he had 
Suggested in regard to Mr Caron, he was inviting me to take a Step against 
the French Canadian Party much more decided and offensive than any which 
my Predecessors had adopted— That the principle that the Speakership of the 
Legislative Council was a Political office had never been acted upon—That 
even if it were true that an understanding had been entered into by Sir C. 
Metcalfe & Mr Caron at the time when the latter accepted the Office—of which 
understanding, however, there was no evidence—it had not been acted upon 
either by Sir C. M. or La Cathcart.— That if it was Contended that his refusal 
to join the Ministry last Summer altered his position (D. explained to me that 
during the Summer he had made a formal proposal to Mess" Caron & Morin, 
which had been civilly declined, but without any reason assigned) Still it 
remained to be Shewn, why, if Lord Cathcart did not deem Such refusal a 
Sufficient reason for removing him from the Speakership, I should assume the 
responsibility of Such a Step. That I could not but fear that the Moral effect 
of my adopting, immediately after my arrival in the Province, the course 
which he had Suggested, would be to convey the Impression, that I had resolved 
to be a partizan Governor, at the head of a British Anti Gallic party—a Posi
tion alike repugnant to my Principles & inconsistent with my Professions.— D. 
admitted the force of these remarks: He Said that looking at my position as 
a new Governor, nothing could be more just than all that I had Stated— That 
his recommendation had been prompted Solely by the belief, that as things then 
stood, it was quite hopeless for him to attempt to Conciliate the French Party. 
That he knew that in the Expectation of an Early dissolution of Parliament, 
they had already strengthened the Connexion with the Upper Canada Liberals, 
à commenced a Canvas of Several Constituencies. That So far as he was 
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Concerned he had always ardently desired to effect an Union with them—That 
with the Exception of M. Lafontaine, there was no one of their leaders, with whom 
he could not act— That he believed there was a much greater Coincidence of 
Sentiment between his Party & them, than between them & the Baldwin Party. 
That he felt he never could act in concert with the Baldwin party, because 
there was an entire opposition of principle between him & them, but that he 
had no Such difficulty with respect to the French leaders.— I replied that I was 
glad to find that he So candidly admitted the force of my objections to his 
proposal— That although I did not intend at that Time, & in Conversation, to 
Submit formally a Counter-proposition, I had no hesitation in Saying that it 
appeared to me, that I should be acting very fairly by himself & his Colleagues, 
if I offered them the following alternative—Either on the one hand, that they 
should meet Parliament as they now Stood, at the Earliest day, availing them
selves of any advantage, which the arrival of a new Governor with acceptable 
measures, might afford them, or that on the other, a negotiation Should be 
entered into with the French Party, Such negotiation to be based on the offer 
of reasonable & liberal terms to them, and to be conducted by me, or under my 
immediate direction. 

To the adoption of the former branch of this alternative, he seemed much s 
averse. He gave me to understand that although he would be happy in Such a 
case to give his utmost Support to the Government, as an independent Mem
ber out of office, he would be very unwilling to meet the house as Minister, 
because he was Sure that all the dissentions in his (the Conservative as they 
Style it) Party, would be charged upon him. With regard to the latter branch 
of the proposed alternative, he had no objection, & thought the attempt might 
very properly be made; & if undertaken by me, not without a reasonable prob
ability of Success. 

14th Feby I received this day the following note from D. 
" Since the interview with which Your Lordship honored me yesterday, I 

" have heard from a Source in which I place great reliance, Something connected 
"with parties alluded to in our conversation, which may be perhaps useful to 
" your Lordship to know— I am precluded from giving the name of my inform-
" ant, but will vouch corps pour Corps for his high and honorable character. 
" ' They, (meaning the Canadian Party, & their Upper Canada ally Mr Hincks) 
" ' are getting very uneasy. They fully Expected that they would have been 
" ' Sent for by Lord Elgin to form a new Administration—and they now begin 
" ' to doubt whether they have any present chance.' 

" My informant alluded to the pecuniary Embarassment of Some of the par-
" ties, as one reason for great anxiety and impatience, & finished by Stating his 
" Conviction, that though the Canadians (French) would in the first instance 
"fight for bringing in their U. Canada allies, they would give way, if they 
" found that impossible. I subjoin an Extract, from a letter written in Toronto 
" on the 9th ins* It is from a friend of mine, also a Member of the Assembly, 
" as Shewing to Your Lordship, how the Subject of our Yesterdays Conversation 
" is viewed at a distance. ' I was much afraid at one time that you would ' 
" determine not to meet the House, but now I understand you have resolved to ' 
"do so, & I think the resolution is right, but do not have the house called' 
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" together too Soon— Give Lord E. plenty of Time to feel the men whom he ' 
" has to deal with. . . I hope that he will personally try the French— ' 
" it can, I think, properly be done by him—and if they unite—well—if not ' 
" ' they must give their reasons in Some tangible Shape, and if their demands ' 
" ' are exorbitant, you can go to the Country when you please, & certainly carry ' 
" ' Upper Canada, as it will then be too Exciting a question for individual con- ' 
" ' siderations to prevail.' I make no other apology for troubling Your Lord-
" ship, with this Communication, than my desire to keep you fully informed 
" of all I gather on the Subject." 

Feby 19th 

I have had Several conversations during the Course of the week with mem
bers of the Council. All profess their desire that a negotiation Should be 
entered into with the French Party, and their willingness to admit them on 
reasonable & fair Terms to Office: I have Spoken to Messrs E. || P. || D.D. || & 
M. Yesterday the 18th the Chief Justice M. Vallière died. 

I broached the Subject this day in Council, all present but S.—-They 
assented to the Justice of my Views—D. Stated his willingness either to remain 
in Office, or to go out, as might be most conducive to the Success of Such an 
arrangement—P. offered likewise to give up his Office, Expressing however, 
a wish, that it Should be conferred on a French man, in order that his views 
respecting the Crown Lands of Lower Canada might be carried out—& M. 
Said, that of the 2 offices he holds (the Presidency, & the Receiver Gerfship) he 
would prefer to retain the latter, but would give up either to facilitate the 
negotiation. 

Feby 23 ra 

I sent this day by the hands of Col1 B— the following confidential memoran
dum to M r Morin, requesting that he would bring it under the Consideration 
of his friends at his earliest Convenience. 

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM 

" The Governor General is Sincerely desirous that in the Administration of the 
" affairs of the Province, the interests & feelings of that important Section of 
" the inhabitants, which is of French Origin, should meet with the fullest 
" attention, & consideration. I t would be very satisfactory to him, therefore, 
" to have the means of including in his Executive Council, Some of those Gentle-
" men, who enjoy in a high degree their Esteem & confidence— 

" He has reason to believe, that this object, might under Existing Circumstances 
" be accomplished, with great advantage to the Public, & on terms that would be 
" fair, both to them, & to the members of the present Council. 

" The Govr Gen1 has too Sincere a respect for the Gentlemen to whom he 
" addresses himself, to ask their assent to any proposal, involving a Sacrifice of 
"Principle—But, in inviting them to consider the practicability of Such an 
" arrangement as he has Suggested, & to favor him with their Sentiments there-
"upon, he desires to Express his confident hope, that objections founded on 
"personal or party differences (if Such Exist) will yield to the dictates of 
" Patriotism & Public Duty." 

9337—2J 
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Before doing So, however, I sent it to the Executive Council, for the perusal 
of the Members, with the following Note. 

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

" In pursuance of the Conversation which took place in Council on Friday 
" last, the Governor General Submits for the perusal of the Members, a Con-
" fidential Memorandum, which he proposes to place in the hands of the leaders 
" of the French Party." 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, Feby 23. 1847. 
Feb 25— 

The following note reached me yesterday Evening. 
M. Morin accuse très respectueusement réception hier le 23 Février d'un 

Mémoire venant de son Excellence le Gouverneur Général. En addressant ses 
humbles remercimens de cette communication M r Morin prie son Excellence de 
vouloir bien croire qu'elle fait le sujet de son attention la plus sérieuse, & qu'il 
ne mettra aucun délai à y répondre— 

Montréal 24 Février 1847 
[Endorsed] 

Secret Memorandum 
Feby 1847 

[Original MS] 
Secret 

Gov* HOUSE MONTREAL. MARCH 27/47 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I enclose a continuation of the memorandum, the commencement of which I 
sent by the last mail. Although on the face of it there is little evidence of pro
gress, I am by no means disposed t [0 l think that we are spending our time unpro-
fitably. The Quebec French seem very indignant with their friends here for 
rejecting my proposals without taking any measures to ascertain their views and 
the Party here are promulgating so many false rumours to justify this proceeding 
that it is evident they feel the ground which M. Morin has taken in his reply to 
me to be untenable I believe that the problem of how to govern United Canada 
would be solved if the French w3 split into a Liberal & Conservative Party and 
join the Upper Canadian Parties bearing the corresponding names.— The great 
difficulty hitherto has been that a Conservative Gov* has meant Gov* of Upper 
Canadians which is intolerable to the French—and a Radical Gov* a Gov* of 
French w[h] is no less hateful t[0] the British— No doubt the Party titles are 
misnomers for the Radical Party comprises the political section most averse to 
progress— Nevertheless, such has been the case hitherto— The national element 
wa be merged in the political if the split to w[h] I refer were accomplished.— 
Meanwhile I think that my appt of Major Campbell1 will have an excellent 
effect— The legacy which La C. bequeathed to me in the matter of the Civil 
Secretary was likely to have embarased [sic] me greatly— 

1 Major Thomas Edmund Campbell had been appointed Civil Secretary. 
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I trust that the Mandamus for which I applied by the last mail will be 
furnished, for they may be much wanted 

What complicates my ministerial arrangement now very considerably is that 
a certain Judge Hagerman of Upper Canada to whom MM Draper aspires to 
succeed has been at the point of death for the last 4 weeks. M. D. is facile 
princeps in point of talent among the Ministers and his removal at this time wiU 
of course be a great loss to them— 

However Parliament will be called together after the navigation opens, and 
the Ministers must then meet it. I am prepared to give them every constitu
tional support, but I am equally determined to do nothing which will put it out 
of my power to act with the opposite Party if it is forced upon me by the Repre
sentatives of the People— 

I am glad to see that the measures wh I broached in Nova Scotia have been 
progressing favorably. 

Very sincerely Yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE. 
[Endorsed] 
March 27/47 
Secret 
Lord Elgin to I / Grey with continuation of Secret Memorandum. 

[Enclosure] 
SECRET MEMORANDUM 

27tt February: 
I received this day the following letter from M. Morin— 
" M. Morin demande qu'il lui Soit permis de présenter de nouveau à Son 

"Excellence le Gouverneur Général l'assurance de Son respect. 
"M. Morin a donné toute Son attention au Mémoire de Son Excellence, 

" exprimant le désir que les intérêts et les voeux de l'importante partie de la 
" population qui est d'origine française puissent obtenir dans l'administration 
" des affaires de la Province une très-grande part d'attentions et d'égards, et, 
" dans ce but, témoignant la Satisfaction que Son Excellence aurait à pouvoir 
"inclure dans Son Conseil-Executif quelques uns de ceux qui possèdent à un 
" haut degré l'estime et la confiance de cette même partie de la population. 

" M. Morin éprouve une vive reconnaissance de l'expression de ces Sentimens 
"de la part de Son Excellence, et espérant que Son Excellence parviendra à 
"réaliser ses vues, ne doute pas qu'Elle ne soit animée des dispositions les plus 
" propre [sic] à y parvenir. 

" Quoique trouvant quelque délicatesse, sous les circonstances existantes, à 
" discuter la position du gouvernement provincial, M. Morin Se croit appelle à 
"Soumettre cette réponse à Son Excellence, ce qu'il fait avec une humble 
" déférence, mais avec franchise et précision. Il ne le tente que pour lui-même, 
" Se croyant la personne la moins propre à connaître et à bien représenter les 
" opinions d'autrui, mais il croit que les Siennes dans le cas actuel se trouveraient 
" être partagées par la classe d'habitans que Son Excellence à désignée. Pour 
" éviter toute méprise Sur Ses vues, lesquelles il pense commune," à ceux avec 
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" qui il à agi, il prie Son Excellence de croire que dans Sa Conduite publique il 
" n'est mu par aucunes considérations personelles, et qu'il n'a formé et maintenus 
" de liaisons politiques que Sur des motifs de patriotisme et de devoir. Fort de 
" ses Scûlimens. il déclare humblement, que Son accession au Conseil Exécutif 
"Actuel, ou celle d'autres personnes Sous les mêmes Circonstances, n'attein-
" draient pas les fins que Son Excellence s'est proposées. 

" M. Morin à agi de concert, dans sa vie publique, avec des personnes d'ori-
" gines diverses, Comprenant néanmoins la piesque totalité de celle à laquelle 
" il appartient, parcequ'il les à trouvées partageants les mêmes vues Sur les 
" Sujets liés au Gouvernement. Tous comme lui-même, ayant pour la Conduite 
" du Gouvernement des vues différentes de celle de l'Administration actuelle, et 
" n'ayant pas de confiance en elle, ont opposé depuis plus de trois ans la poli-
" tique de cette Administration. Ce manque de confiance, et cette appréciation 
" de vues démeurent les mêmes pour M. Morin, comme indubitablement pour 
" ceux qu'il pourrait être Suposé représenter. L'idée d'un Conseil Executif où 
" ne régneraient pas une parfaite confiance et une entière unité de Sentimens et 
" d'action, Serait Contraire à celle d'un Gouvernement fondé Sur l'opinion 
" publique, présentant dans sa marche toute l'harmonie et la force que donne 
" cette opinion, et calqué ainsi Sur les bases mêmes d'institutions qui Sont 
" déclarées nous régir et auxquelles nous Sommes fermement attachés. 

" M. Morin, dans la Supposition que lui-même, ou quelques autres partageant 
" les mêmes vues et qu'il plairait à Son Excellence d'appeler à Ses Conseils, 
" fussent disposés à se coaliser avec l'administration qu'ils ont opposée, et cela 
" sans rapprochement de vues et de principes en tant qu'opposés à d'autres 
" vues et à d'autres principes, Sans pivot Sur lequel une telle coalition dût reposer, 
" ne croit pas que Son Excellence y trouvât un accroissement d'appui public, et 
" qu'il fût possible d'attendre qu'en dedans ou en dehors du Parlement l'on 
" proclamât une confiance Soudaine, et l'on donnât un Soutien même douteux aux 
" hommes en [sic] pouvoir. 

" M. Morin remercie respectueusement Son Excellence do la mention qu'Eue 
" à bien voulu faire de la classe d'habitans à laquelle M. Morin est plus par-
" ticulièremcnt rattaché, et dont les institutions Sociale- et le bien-être lui Sont 
"chers, et il est certain qu'elle obtiendra toujours l'attention à laquelle elle a 
" un juste titre et qu'un Gouvernement Sage ne peut manquer de lui donner. 

" M. Morin est en même temps fermement convaincu, qu'une adjonction fondée 
" uniquement Sur des Considerations d'Origine, et ne présentant dans les circon-
" stances qu'une position équivoque pour toutes les parties Concernées, ne 
" pourrait être avantageuse à la classe pour laquelle cette détermination aurait 
" eu lieu. Si, indépendamment de l'évidence logique, l'on a recour- à l'expérience 
" du passé, cette expérience abondera à l'appui. 

" M . Morin, a ainsi, en obéissance au désir de Son Excellence, communiqué 
" Ses opinions Comme Si Son Excellence fût entrée dans des offres plus déter-
" minées, parceque ces opinions lui paraissant préalables, il a cru plus respectueux 
" d'adopter cette forme. 

" Et il demande maintenant à renouveler à Son Excellence l'assurance de Son 
" plu* profond respect." 

MONTRÉAL, 27 Février, 1847. 
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In this letter M. M. Studiously avoids committing his friends, but he States 
fully & distinctly the objections which he entertains to any coalition with the 
present Ministry, & expresses his Conviction that the persons with whom he is 
accustomed to act would take the Same view of the Case as he does. 
March 11. On reflecting on M. M's letter I thought it advisable to give 
Some more of the French Canadian Gentlemen an Opportunity of Seeing the 
memorandum which had been placed in his hands, lest they Should complain 
at any future time of it's not having been communicated to them. I was 
precluded from reverting to M. Lafontaine for two reasons, firstly because he 
was Spoken of on all sides as a Candidate for the Office of Chief Justice, (now 
vacant,) & secondly, because Several of my Council in professing their willing
ness to Serve with any of the French Canadian leaders had made him an 
Exception. I put the memorandum accordingly in the hands of M. Taché, a very 
respectable person of that party authorizing him to Shew it in Confidence to 
any of the leading Gentlemen of the French Canadians. I explained to him that 
my only Object in making the Overture was to evince my entire readiness to 
include persons connected with that Section of the Population in my Council— 
That I knew of no Sufficient Cause to prevent them from acting with the 
Members of the Existing provincial Administration, but that of course I fully 
admitted their right to decline the arrangement if they Saw reason to do So. 
M. Taché returned to See me three days after this interview, and told me that 
he had not found among his Countrymen any disposition to enter into an alliance 
with the Existing Ministry—that they Seemed to expect that there would Soon 
be a break up of the administration, after which they would have it all their 
own way, & that with this idea in their heads they were So ' exaltes ' that he did 
not consider it prudent to put my memorandum into their hands, though he 
had Spoken of the arrangement Suggested in it ' hypothetically.' M. T. is, 
I take it, a good but weak man, easily cowed by any ' esprit fort ' he chances 
to meet. He told me that he had conversed on the Subject with M. Morin. 

Having thus, as I conceive, Sufficiently Shewn my readiness to act with 
the French Canadians, which was the main object of the proceeding, & thrown 
upon them the responsibility of Such Steps as I may now be obliged to have 
recourse to to Strengthen my administration, I have called upon my Council 
to furnish me with a programme of the arrangements which they propose to 
make for filling up all vacant offices & meeting Parliament. 

20th March. 
My council informed me Some days ago, that a= it might probably be 

Expedient, with a view to the Completion of their Ministerial arrangements, 
that the chair of the Legislative Council Should be filled by a Supporter of 
the Government, they felt it to be due to M. Caron, who now holds that office, 
that he Should be invited to retain it on these terms; In order, however, to 
enable him to determine his Course, they thought it right that he should be 
made acquainted with the nature of the Overtures which I had made to the 
leader* of the national party with which he is connected. As the Council had 
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been consenting parties to the proposal, I considered them to be entitled to a 
Copy of the Memorandum in which it was Contained, & I placed it therefore in 
their hands, with authority to Communicate it Confidentially to Such persons 
as they chose, at the Same time telling them that the tenor of the reply which 
I had received from M. Morin Satisfied me that I could not with advantage 
press the matter further—that therefore if they shewed the Memorandum 
to any Members of the Party, they must do So as from themselves, not from 
me—as evidence of the character of the proposition which had been made and 
rejected: I gave them, however, to understand that although I declined to appear 
further as a negociator in the matter, I was no less ready than heretofore to 
include in my Council any French Gentlemen whom they might be able to 
persuade to accept Office. M. Papineau, one of the Ministers, proceeded with 
this document to Quebec, to see M. Caron. He received from him a reply 
very cautiously worded, expressing his unwillingness to determine his Course 
without Consulting others, but at the Same time acknowledging his high Sense 
of the Consideration for his race, which had prompted my proposal. This day 
I saw a letter from M. Caron, to the Gentleman who accompanied P., couched 
in very Strong terms, declaring his earnest hope & belief that the time had come 
when the French Canadians of the District of Quebec, would throw off the 
" intolerable tyranny " of the leaders at Montreal—(meaning of course Lafon-
taine &c) and requesting that all proceedings as to filling up offices &c Sha be 
Stayed until the result of certain proceedings to be taken by the Members for 
that district Should be known. 

[Endorsed] 
Continuation of 

Secret Memorandum 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private DOWNING STREET 

April 19.47 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I am much pressed for time to day & T can therefore say nothing on the sub
ject of your letter of the 27"1 March & the continuation of your secret memo
randum, except that the course you are taking appears to me quite right & that 
I shall be very anxious to know the result of the present unsettled state of par
ties & of your ministry— 

I am in some hopes of being able to send you an official answer to your 
Despatches on the effect of the suspension of the Navigation Laws by to day's 
Mail, but as I cannot do so without the concurrence of the other members of 
the Gov11* & the Despatches only arrived 3 days ago I am not sure that this will 
be possible. I am very anxious to extend to the Merchants of Montreal the 
advantage of the suspension of the Law.— I have received several petitions & 
memorials from Railway Compos both in Canada & N. Brunswick asking for 
advances of money to earry on their works. I have been unable to return any 
other answer than that we cannot comply with these applications for assistance; 
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but tho' this is all I can say at present I sha be very glad indeed if a well 
matured scheme cd be framed by wh. the prospect of such advantages to the 
whole Empire sha be held out by promoting emigration & securing a rapid com
munication between the seat of Gov11* in Canada & Halifax, as to justify us 
hereafter in applying to Pari* for some assistance in carrying it into effect. A 
scheme of this sort must however in the first instance have been approved by 
the Colonial Legislatures, & must have received their effective support: unless 
they are prepared in proportion to their means to contribute to the measure 
they cannot expect Pari* to do so. With reference to their plans, I have been 
much struck with the printed reports, sent to me by Sir W. Colebrook, of M r 

Wilkinson on the cost of making the electric telegraph & wooden railways in 
America.1 You have probably seen these papers but if not it wa I think be 
worth your while looking at them.— 

D r Alder, the Chief Secy of the Methodist Missionary Society is going out 
to Canada, & has asked me to mention him to you wh. I do very willingly: he 
is a very respectable & well meaning man & the body with wh. he is connected 
is one of considerable influence both at home & in the Colonies, any civility you 
can shew him wa therefore be very well bestowed. I told him the purport of the 
instructions I gave to La Cathcart respecting the grant to the Methodists from 
the Clergy reserves fund2 with wh. he is quite satisfied.— 

I am not aware that there is any other subject on wh. I need write to you 
at present. 

[Yrs] 

(Signed) GREY. 

T H E EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 
April 19/47 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

DOWNING STREET 

May 3/47. 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I have as usual very little time to write to you by the mail to day, but 
there are two or three subjects I must mention, & in the first place I must say 

1 These two reports are to be found in Journals of Assembly of Xew Brunsiciclc, 1S-Í7, 
Appendix, pp. clxv-claxeix. They were made on 24 February and 17 March 1847, respective^. 

2 In this despatch Lord Grey reviewed the action taken by the British Government in 1840 
when a separation had taken place between the British and Upper Canadian Wesiyan Con-
lerenees. At that time both conferences had contended for the annual grant which had been 
made when the two societies had been united in 1S32. In accordance with a decision of the Law 
Ofneers of the Crown, the British Government had decided to withhold the grant from both 
societies and to invest it in the Canadian funds. A reunion of the societies had recently taken 
Place and Lord Cathcart was now ordered to pay over the fund to accredited officer* -v 
the reconstituted society. Grey to Cathcart, No. So., 80th Sept. 186't (G. $50, p. 273;. 
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how glad I am that the Green Ribband vacant by the death of the Duke of 
Argyle is to be given to you. This is much more suitable for you than the 
2nd class of the B a t h -

Emigration is still occupying much of my attention, & I am a little uneasy 
lest greater difficulties than I had anticipated sha arise in disposing of the large 
numbers of emigrants who are proceeding to our N. American Colonies. I am 
told that both New York & Massachusets have passed laws wh. will seriously 
impede emigration to the ports of those states & that the effect of this will be 
to divert to our Colonies a large proportion of the stream of emigration wh. wa 

otherwise have gone there, & this not only of our own population but also from 
Germany. I t is said though I have not been able as yet to learn with certainty 
whether truly or not that a very large number of utterly destitute German 
labourers are likely to be sent to Canada & New Brunswick in consequence of 
the laws I have mentioned instead of the United States. Sha this really be the 
case it is worth considering whether it might not be advisable to double the 
emigrant Tax upon all emigrants but British Subjects arriving in our Colonies. 
The Justice of such a measure is obvious. You cannot leave these people if 
they come to die on the wharves of Quebec & Montreal but will be compelled 
to forward them to places where they may find work. The expense of doing this 
will be considerable & it ought not to be thrown upon the Colony. With respect 
to Bbh emigrants the expense of receiving the sick in Hospital & forwarding 
the destitute is provided for by the emigrant Tax assisted by the Parliamentary 
grant, but as there is no grant from Germany towards this expense, nothing 
ccl be fairer than doubling the tax upon German Emigrants if the Provin
cial Legislature sha consider such a measure to be necessary.— I t would 
of course be requisite if any such tax sha be imposed to give so much notice 
by making the bill come into operation on rather a distant day after its passing, 
as to enable shipowners here to make their arrangements accordingly. 

Since my letter of April 19 I have seen M r Perley the Emigrat" Agent for 
N. Brunswick who is over here but will return by the next Steamer. He seems 
a very intelligent man indeed & has confirmed my impression as to the practic
ability of making wooden railways at a very low cost in N. America & also 
as to the great effect wh. such works wd have in promoting Emigrant" He tells 
me that a very great part of the labor of constructing such railways may be 
performed in the winter a most important considérât" I can have no doubt 
that in these Colonies the wise plan is to begin with cheap railways of wood & 
by degrees to convert them into iron ones—this M r Perley tells me is the 
American policy—their own expression is that they put off in the more remote 
districts attempting an iron railway till the road itself earns it. I sha be very 
glad indeed if we ca act upon these views by setting on foot this autumn the 
Quebec & Halifax railway a work of wh. the construction wd be of such infinite 
benefit to the whole empire; the worst of it is that since I last wrote money 
matters have become much worse in the city, & I really doubt whether now it 
wa be possible to do anything towards obtaining a grant or an advance from 
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Pari* for such an object—an advance I sha say almost certainly not, but a 
moderate grant in return for a stipulation that Troops, mails, & public stores 
sha be conveyed by the Railway at cost price Might not be impossible— 

We expect Mary back to day from Codicote, we thought her looking very 
well when she came to us. 

(Signed) GREY. 
THE EARL OF ELGIN 

[ Endorsed] 
May 3/47 
Lord Grey to La Elgin— 

[Original MS] 
Secret— 

MONTREAL 

26 April 1847. 
M r DEAR GREY, 

The mem. w m accompanies this letter will shew that the attempt to bring 
the French into my administration has not been attended for the moment with 
that result—Their demands have been considered unreasonable—and, I think, 
justly so. They insisted that as a preliminary measure a member of the exist
ing Government should be sacrificed, and that they should virtually have the nom
ination of four out of seven seats in the Council. As they are, even with the 
assistance of their Upper Canada Allies, in a minority in the Assembly, such 
concessions could hardly have been made to them with propriety— In point 
of fact however I believe that personal antipathies are at the bottom of their 
difficulties. Mess Smith & Daly are objects of the special aversion of the 
French leaders— The latter, because he was the only member of Sir C. Met
calfe's first administration who adhered to him on the occasion of his mem
orable rupture with his council: and because, as they allege, he agreed with his 
colleagues in all the steps they took up t [0] the period of their resignation, and 
threw them over at the last moment.— The former, because M. Lafontaine and 
his friends thought that they had Such influence in Lower Canada that they could 
prevent Sir C. Metcalfe from getting any one with a seat in Parliament to fill the 
situation of Attorney General for that section of the Province, and they were pro-
portionably disappointed when M r Smith accepted it— Add to which it is I be
lieve only fair to say that M M S. has no great reputation as a Lawyer. As regards 
Mrr3 Daly I apprehend that Lord Cathcart's proposal that he should be made 
civil Secretary was prompted in some measure by the conviction that while he 
remained in the Administration he was a formidable obstacle to union with the 
French— I humbly conceive, however, that the remedy in this case would have 
been much worse than the disease— To place a person particularly obnoxious 
tr> an influential party in such a situation as this, in order to put him beyond 
the reach of Parliamentary control, would seem to be very questionable 
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Policy.— With reference to the subject I venture to enclose a newspaper 
paragraph1 giving extracts from the organs of the several Provincial Parties 
in which Major Campbell's appointment is noticed— 

I cannot say that I am surprised or disheartened by the result of these 
negotiations with the French— In a community like this where there is little 
if anything of public principle to divide men, political parties will shape them
selves under the influence of circumstances, and of a great variety of affections 
and antipathies, national, sectarian and personal: and I never proposed to 
attempt to force them into a mould of my own forming. I do not indeed see 
why the Government of the Province should not be successfully conducted 
under the present combination, although until the French break into political 
Parties and join British Parties with corresponding names, I do not think 
any strong and lasting administration will be formed. Their coherence 
enables them to organize a powerful opposition to any Ministry from which 
they are excluded, but it no less certainly provokes among the British both of 
Lower and Upper Canada a feeling of antagonism to one of which they form 
a part.— 

My principal object in making these overtures was not the formation of 
a mixed administration (however desirable a modification of existing parties 
might be) but to shew the French that I do not distrust them— In this I hope 
I may have succeeded: though there will be, I doubt not, some wrath among 
them when they find that they have lost the good things of office, and a pro
portionate desire on the part of their leaders to throw the blame on any 
shoulders off their own! I purposely framed my proposal so as to enable 
them or any portion of them to say if they saw fit to do so " our political 
principles make it impossible for us to join the present administration "— 
M. Morin took this ground in his refusal, and if he had stuck to it there would 
have been a division among them: but the sequel shews how soon he aban-
donel it, and condescended to join his countrymen in discussing the terms on 
which power should be partitioned between them & the existing Council.— 
You will observe that no question of principle or of public policy has been 
mooted by either party during this negotiation, unless indeed you except M w 

Morin's letter in which he condemns in terms that are perfectly general and 
commit him to nothing the proceedings of the—administration— The whole 
discussion has turned upon personal considerations. This is I fancy a pretty 
fair sample of Canadian Politics. It is not even pretended that the divisions 
of Party represent corresponding divisions of sentiment on questions which 
occupy the public mind such as voluntaryism, Free Trade «fee &c— 
Responsible Government is the only subject on which this coincidence is 
alleged to exist. The opponents of the administration are supposed to dissent 
from the views held by Lord Metcalfe upon it—though it is not so clear that 
its supporters altogether adopt them. That this delicate and most debateable 
subject should furnish the watchwords of Party is most inconvenient, but it is 
the natural consequence of the conflict which Lord Metcalfe waged with his 

This clipping is not in the collection. 

reids7
Rectangle



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 29 

first Ministry I shall endeavour to avoid discussion with any provincial con
stitutionalists but I must say that when I read Lord Sydenham's despatches 
I never cease to marvel what study of human nature or of history led him to 
the conclusion that it would be possible to concede to a pushing enterprising 
people unencumbered by an aristocracy and dwelling in the immediate vicin
ity of the United States such Constitutional privileges as were conferred on 
Canada at the time of the Union and yet to restrict in practice their powers 
of self Government as he proposed. 

The negotiations with the French being closed, and it being very impor
tant on public grounds that the bench here which has been long in a deplorable 
state should be filled, my council have recommended the appointments w M 

I have communicated to you officially— M. Rolland is I believe unquestion
ably the most deserving candidate for the Chief Justiceship, having been 
a very hard working Judge indeed owing to the wretched health of the late 
chief he has for some years done all the duties of the higher office. M r 

Badgley is I am told a good lawyer. He must of course get a seat in Part. 
Par* is summoned for the 2a of June—then our work will begin. Yrs very 
Sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
April 26/47 
La Elgin to L a Grey 

with Memorandum 

[Enclosure] 
MEM. SECRET. 

April 12. M r Caron came here from Quebec, 4 days ago, in order to have further 
communication on the Subject of the overtures made to him by M r Papineau— 
He had interviews with M r Cayley on the part of the Executive Council. The 
following Statement of what passed between them was reduced to writing & 
agreed to by both parties. 

"Résumé de ce qui c'est [sic] passé entre Messrs Papineau & Caron, depuis 
le 12e Mars au 6e Avril (1847) au Sujet d'une négociation relative à une arrange
ment ministériel, entamée le 12e Mars à Québec, entre les deux Messrs Ci dessus, 
et continuée à Montreal par M r Caron avec M r Cayley depuis la dernière de ces 
deux dates. 

" Le 12e Mars (1847) M r Papineau donne à M r Caron à Québec, Communi
cation d'un certain Memorandum de Son Excellence le Gouverneur General, 
ayant pour bût de constater la possibilité de former un arrangement, au moyen 
du quel, on pourrait faire entrer dans le Conseil Executif quelques Personnes 
d'origine française, jouissant de la Confiance de leurs Compatriotes. 

" M r Caron fut informé que ce document avait antérieurement été Com
muniqué à M r Morin, à Montreal, et que ce Monsr n'avait pas cru pouvoir 
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donner Suite et effet à cette Communication, que l'on avait eu raison de croire 
que M r Morin, avant de donner Sa réponse, n'avait pas eu le temps de consulter 
à Quebec sur le Sujet, que Sous cette impression, et afin de donner à cette 
ville, et au District de Quebec, l'occasion de Se prononcer Sur cette importante 
Question; lui, M r Papineau, avait été autorisé à Y apporter ce memorandum, 
et à le communiquer à qui il Serait trouvé Convenable de le faire; que c'était 
dans cette vue qu'il avait Montré dabord, et ensuite laissé entre les mains de 
M r Caron jusqu'au lendemain, le papier en question, à fin qu'il peut [sic] le 
faire voir à Ses amis; mais qu'il ne devait pas Sortir de Sa possession, qu'il 
n'en devait pas être pris copie, et qu'il Serait remis à M r Papineau, avant Son 
depart de Quebec. 

" M r Caron fut informé, que cette demarche avait été adoptée, afin de voir, 
Si sous les circonstances, il était possible de trouver les moyens de réaliser les 
intentions de Son Excellence, Si elles étaient approuvées. Après cette explication 
il fut entendu que le lendemain dans l'après-midi, M r Caron dirait à M r Papineau 
ce qu'il aurait à lui répondre sur le Sujet. 

" Ce memorandum laissé entre les mains de M r Caron, fut par lui Com
muniqué à quelques personnes, à autant qu'il lui fut possible d'en rencontrer 
jusqu'à l'heure du rendez-vous qu'il avait donné à M r Papineau. Ce dernier 
s'étant présenté, M r Caron l'informa verbalement que Sous le peu de temps 
qu'il avait eu, et que Sans consulter plus de personnes qu'il n'avait pu faire, 
il lui était impossible d'émettre une opinion Sur la possibilité de l'arrangement 
que Son Excellence avait en Contemplation; et pour éviter tout mal entendu, 
M r Caron remit à M r Papineau, une note qui devait être régardée Comme 
Contenant tout ce que M r Caron avait à répondre à la Communication qui lui 
avait été faite. Cette Note en Substance reconnait les bonnes intentions de 
Son Excellence envers la partie de la Population qui est d'origine française; 
dit qu'il sera bien aise s'il peut aider à leur donner Suite, mais ajoute, qu'il 
n'a pas les informations nécessaires pour émettre une Opinion Sur la possibilité 
de conclure un arrangement qui aurait ce résultat. Avec cette Note le memo
randum de Son Excellence fut remis à M r Papineau, qui répartit[sic] de Québec 
le jour Suivant. Quelques jours après, M r Caron reçut une lettre de M r Papineau, 
Contenant le même memorandum qui lui avait été montré à Quebec, et l'infor
mant que depuis lui, M r Papineau avait reçu autorisation de Son Excellence de 
renvoyer ce papier à M r Caron, qui pourrait le garder, et en faire l'usage qu'il 
croirait Convenable pour atteindre la réalisation des intentions y Exprimées. 

" Cette Communication a été accusée purement et Simplement par M r Caron, 
dans une note qui réferre à sa première, mais n'y ajoute rien. 

" Depuis M r Caron a reçu de M r Papineau une nouvelle lettre, qui a été cause 
de Son voyage à Montreal, dont le résultat se trouve Consigné dans un Second 
état de faits qui accompagne le present." 

" Exposé de ce qui c'est passé à Montreal les 7 & 8 Avril (1847) par 
l'entremise de M r Caron, au sujet de la négociation ministérielle entamée à 
Québec le 12 Mars dernier avec lui par M r Papineau, et continuée à Montreal 
entre Me=srs Cayley et Caron. 
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" Arrivé à Montreal le 6e Mr Caron s'est présenté le 7 au Bureau de Gouverne
ment et vu l'absence de M[r] Papineau qui était allé à la Campagne, a demandé 
une entrevue avec quelqu'un des membres de l'Administration. Mr Cayley lui 
fut indiqué comme la personne avec qui la négociation devait être continuée, et le 
même jour l'entrevue demandée eut lieu entre lui et Mr Caron. 

"Dans cette occasion Mr Caron Expose en Substance que la lettre qu'il 
avait reçu de Mr Papineau en date du 1er Avril Courant, était de Nature à 
requérir des Explications avant qu'il lui fut possible de répondre; que c'était 
dans la vue de les obtenir qu'il était venu à Montreal, et qu'il avait Sollicité 
cette entrevue; que cette lettre Contenait deux offres ou propositions distinctes, 
la première référant au Memorandum de Son Excellence, et à une autre lettre de 
Mr Papineau pouvait Se résumer Comme Suit: 

" 'Au moyen des Situations de Président du Conseil Executif, de Procureur 
Général de la partie est de la Province, et de Commissaire des Terres, qui 
Sont mises à votre disposition, et à celle de vos amis, vous Sera-t-il possible de 
trouver des personnes de votre origine, ou jouissant de Sa confiance, qui con
sentiront à entrer dans l'administration, Sous les termes et pour les fins Mentionés 
dans le Memorandum de Son Excellence dont vous avez copie.' 

LA SECONDE 

' Voulez-vous vous même accepter une de ces Situations, celle de Président du 
Conseil Executif.' 
" Que pour répondre à ces demandes, Mr Caron désirait avoir des réponses 
catégoriques aux questions Suivantes, qu'il avait rédigées par écrit pour Eviter 
tout Mal entendu. 
" 1er II n'y a de vacante Sur les trois Situations offertes, que celle de President 
du Conseil, les deux autres étant encore occupées, l'on demande Si ceux qui 
les tiennent et qui doivent les quitter, Seront ou non autrement pourvus Sous le 
Gouvernement, et dans le cas ou ils le devraient être Comment le Seront ils? 
" 2e La personne qui occupe actuellement la Situation Bas Canadienne qui ne 
nous est pas offerte, doit elle Continuer à occuper Cette Situation, ou Sera-t-elle 
changée? 
" 3e Pour la formation de l'arrangement en Question, laissera-t-on à Quelqu'un 
la liberté, et le Soin de proposer les noms de ceux qui doivent en faire partie. 
et à qui laissera-t-on ce Soin? 
" 4nie En Soumettant ces noms, y a-t-il quelqu'un, ou quelques uns qu'il Sera 
inutile de proposer : si c'est le cas quels Sont Ceux-là? 
"5m e Dans le personnel de l'arrangement est-il absolument nécessaire cme je 
compte pour un?" 
" Mr Caron a observé que ces questions étaient posées dans la vue de le Mettre 
en état de repondre à la première proposition (celle relative à l'arrangement 
Général) ; que pour répondre à la Seconde proposition (celle qui le regardait 
personellement) il désirait une réponse aux deux Questions Suivantes. 
"Ie—Avec la Situation que l'on me destine (La Présidence du ConseiD 
retiendrai-je celui que j'occupe maintenant: |celle d'Orateur du Conseil 
Législatif) ? 
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" 2e—Entend-on que je prenne la Situation de President du Conseil en tout cas, 
Soit que l'arrangement en contemplation ait lieu, Soit qu'elle ne réussisse-pas?" 
" M r Cayley ayant observé que quoi qu'il fut à peu près préparé à repondre à 
ces diverses Questions, puisqu'elles avaient été mises par écrit, il désirait en 
obtenir copie afin de pouvoir donner des réponses aussi par écrit. 
" La Copie demandée lui ayant été fournie Quelcnie temps après M r Cayley 
a remis à M r Caron les réponses Suivantes. 
" 1s t In M r Papineau's letter to M r Caron of the 15th April, that Gentleman 
places his office of Commissioner of Crown Lands unconditionally at the disposal 
of M r Caron & his friends taking office. 
" The office of Attorney General East is to be vacated by raising M r Smith to 
the Bench— 
« 2«a Upon M r Caron & his friends taking the offices proposed, the Seventh 
office is to be placed at the disposal of His Excellency to be filled up by the 
other 6 Councillors. 
'• 3ld—By M r Caron to whom M r Papineau's letter is addressed. 
" 4 t h The offer which has been made through M r Papineau to M r Caron & 
his friends is based upon the invitation made to the French Canadians by the 
Governor General, which contained no Exception. 
" 5 t h Yes. The present arrangement contemplates that the Speaker of the 
Legislative Council should be a member of the Government. 
"6 t h I t is contemplated that the Executive office to be taken by M r Caron 
should be held in Conjunction with the Speakership. 
" 7th A reply to this Question is waived, pending the present négociations." 
" Ces réponses ayant été remises à M r Caron par M r Cayley, il fut reglé qu'il 
y aurait une autre entrevue entre eux le lendemain matin. 
" Cette Seconde Entrevue a eu lieu tel que Convenu. M r Caron y a constaté 
que M r Cayley n'avait rien à ajouter, ni à changer aux réponses par lui données 
le veille. 
" M r Caron a dressé après cette entrevue le détail de ce qui S'était passé entre 
M r Cayley et lui; ce détail a été approuvé par M r Cayley, et est celui qui 
précède."— 

" At a final interview which took place on the morning of the 9 th April. 
" M r Cayley having pressed for an Early decision upon Considerations of a 

public character—it was observed by M r Caron that Some difficulties might be 
found to Exist from the fact, that according to the terms of the proposition 
—no nomination to the 7th Seat would be made until the Gentlemen repre
senting the French Canadian Interests had taken office, thus Committing them 
to a Selection in which possibly they might not concur. 

" In reply to which M r Cayley remarked that no difficulty of this kind had 
been raised by his Colleagues or himself in the invitation made to M r Caron to 
name to Certain Offices, but that he begged M r Caron to observe, that though 
the invitation was final on the part of the Members of the Government, M r 

Caron & his friends were not precluded from making a Counter proposition, 
which in their Opinion would attain the Object pointed out in His Excellency's 
Memorandum." 
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April. 26"» Mr Caron having proceeded to Quebec with the view of consulting 
his friends upon the Subject Generally, and more Especially with respect to the 
Opening for a Counter-proposition made at the interview of the 9th of April 
after a few days interval, wrote to Say, that if Mr Daly was excluded from 
Office, as a preliminary measure, he, with two of his friends, and an English
man, in whom they had Confidence—(Messrs Lafontaine, Morin, & Black were 
named) would take Office, & form an Administration for Lower Canada. 
This proposition involving the sacrifice of an individual, and amounting virtu
ally to a demand for 4 seats out of 7, was held to be inadmissable by my Coun
cil— It was accordingly rejected, & the négociations brought to a close. I fear 
it will not be in My Power to procure, for transmission by this mail, the docu
ments which embody these transactions. 

[Endorsed] 
Secret Memorandum 

April 1847 

[Original MS] 
MONTREAL, 

Ap1 26/47 
MY DEAR GREY 

The Mail has been so long delayed on the road that I have not time even 
to read y. despatches before sending this. I shall, you may rely on it, bestow my 
most anxious attention on the very important subjects to which you direct 
my attention. But in enumerating the difficulties wh surround such questions 
as Union of the Provinces, Emigration &c, you omit the greatest of them all— 
vz, the materials with which I have to work in carrying out any measures for 
the public advantage. There are half a dozen parties here standing on no 
principles, and all intent on making political capital out of whatever turns up. 
It is exceedingly difficult under such circumstances to induce public men to 
run the risk of adopting any scheme that is bold or novel.— However I think 
the failure of my negotiations with the French may be conducive to the success 
of my endeavors to effect the other objects to which you allude; for they (the 
French) are inimical to the Union of the Provinces thinking that it will swamp 
them, and jealous of Immigration for the same reason— 

I thank you for the kind terms in w M you offer to recommend me for a 
civil K C B. I shall be happy to accept it being sure that you wa not propose 
it if it were not proper that I should do so— A decoration (whatever its intrinsic 
value) is certainly of use to a person who has so much representation to go 
through, & who is supposed however imperfectly to symbolise the Sovereign in 
this vast region.—It helps to prevent him from being jostled in the crowd. 

I need not say that I am much grieved to find that so little has been done 
to bring honors & distinctions within reach of the Colonists— I feel confident 
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that the time will come when British Statesmen will rue the Policy which induces 
them to neglect a cheap & easy method of drawing closer the bonds which unite 
an Empire in order to gratify the arrogance and exclusivism of Metro
politans. 

Yrs most truly 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
April 26/47 
Lord Elgin to Lord Grey. 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL May 7. 1847. 
MY DEAR GREY, 

My fear of misleading you by communicating opinions hastily formed has 
prevented me hitherto from writing much on some of the most important subjects 
to which you directed my attention before I left England— I shall now submit 
such information as I have been able to collect on certain questions of interest, 
premising always that my views are open to modification and correction when I 
have an opportunity of conferring with my legislators and seeing more of the 
Country. 

Firstly, as respects an Union of the Provinces— My impression is that there 
is little feeling here in favor of the project. The French dislike a measure which 
has, they think, a tendency to encrease British Influence. The inhabitants of j 
Montreal dread it, because they fancy that it will lead to the removal of the | 
seat of Gov* to Quebec. The trading interests seek to communicate with the j 
Ocean through New York or Portland rather than Halifax— Again, certain J 
arguments in favor of the scheme which are advanced with considerable effect i 

in the Lower Provinces do not tell here. No practical inconvenience is felt from 
the operation of conflicting Tariffs, for a frontier consisting of several hundred ' 
miles of desert does the duty of expensive custom House Establishments; and . 
although the prospect of having a larger scope for the exercise of their talents ; 
and influence may tempt ambitious men in the lower Provinces to desire an j 
Union with Canada, this motive weighs little if at all with Canadian Politicans— j 
To this it must, I fear, be added, that until the Provinces are connected by j 
Railway, a legislative Union between them would be hardly practicable— During 
Winter, Liverpool is nearly as accessible from Montreal as Halifax or 
Fredericton, and the means of intercourse in summer are not much greater. 

A federal Union under every concievable modification also presents great 
difficulties— I doubt much whether the free & indépendant legislatures of British 
North America could ever be induced to consent to grant to delegates even of 
their own naming such powers as the well drilled bureau ridden councils and diets 
of Germany confer on their Representatives in the Zollverein. On the other 
hand, if an attempt were made to create a federal system on a more extended 
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basis after the model of the United States, the central Body having no foreign 
Policy army & navy &c &c to manage, will either occupy itself in doing mischief, 
or in the discharge of duties which now devolve on the Provincial legislatures— 
In other words a federal can hardly fail to become either a nuisance or a legisla
tive Union.— I will not affirm however that circumstances might not arise in 
which it might be judicious to introduce it as a step towards the accomplishment 
of the latter object— 

Secondly, as to Immigration— The prevalent feeling here is one of alarm 
lest it sa be excessive this season: and lest disease should follow in its train— 
Godley & Co. sent a circular with their project to the Provincial newspapers, but 
it is condemned by the organs of all Parties3— 

The apprehensions entertained on this subject are strengthened by what is 
taking place in the United States. The Colonists observe that at New York and 
elsewhere their neighbours are putting impediments in the way of Immigration— 
They suppose that the Yankees who are a shrewd people must have some good 
reason for what they are doing in this matter—and they fear that in consequence 
of their precautionary measures an undue proportion of Immigration will be 
directed towards this quarter. At Toronto a society has been formed for the 
purpose of aiding Immigrants and forwarding them to places where their labor is 
required.2 I hope that this example will be followed elsewhere. 

I have no doubt that a large proportion of the destitute Immigrants who 
arrive here this year will be housed and supported by relations already settled 
in the Province until they can provide for themselves. 

With the view of encreasing the demand for Immigrant labor by the with
drawal from the market of some of those who are now employed as agricultural 
laborers I have, with the advice of my council, sanctioned the opening up of some 
of the uncleared lands of Western Canada on the principle adopted in the 

1 The Montreal Transcript, April 29, 1847, summarizes this project:— 
"Firstly—A guarantee on the part of the British Government, for the payment of a certain 

rate of interest on money invested in the improvement of the new country. Secondly—The direct 
outlay on the par t of the state, of a very large sum of money, in providing aid of settlement 
for the emigrants; and thirdly—the use of such instruments of moral attraction, as shall 
produce the spontaneous immigration of capitalists from the United States into British 
America. 

The latter of the objects above mentioned is not less important than the former; it is, to 
take care that the proposed emigration shall be of an orderly, prosperous and civilized kind. 
•For this purpose the memorialists suggest that aids of settlement shall be granted to the 
emigrants, of various kinds, but especially that their Clergy shall be induced to accompany 
them,_ and to act not only as their religious instructors but a» guides and governors to those 
who, if left unaided, prove too often incapable of benefitting either themselves or the country of 
their adoption. To this object it is proposed that a sum of about £5 for each emigrant shall 
be devoted, so that if the emigration shall, as is hoped, amount within the next three or four 
years to a million and a half of people, f7,50O,O0O will be expended by the British Government 
in settling them upon land in the Colonies. 

A very large immigration of paupers east out, as is too often the ease, to starve on the 
American shores would, of course, be distasteful; but this is the very thing which the whole 
machinery of this plan is calculated to avert. I t is proposed that no person shall be 
assisted by Government to emigrate, until it shall be made apparent that there is a demand 
tor his labour in America; indeed, the plan is directed far more towards stimulating the 
investment of capital than the emigration of labour, for its authors well know that the 
chief difficulties, which encumber a scheme of colonization, are transatlantic, and that when 
•° n e e the demand is created, i t will be comparatively easy to supply it. 

, This letter is signed by Morgan John O'Connell, M.P., W. H. Gregory, M.P., John Robert 
Godley. Hon. Secretary." 
m A2 T l l e E m i g r a l i t Settlement Society, formed at a publie meeting held at the City Hall, 
l u April, 1847. For an account of the organization and aims of this Society, see Appendix II. 
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formation of the Owens Sound Settlement.1 Grants of 50 acre lots are to be 
made to actual settlers on one side of the line of roads laid out through these 
lands— The settlers become bound under the penalty of forfeiting the grants, to 
execute certain improvements annually, and to form & maintain the roads. I 
admit that if it were practicable, which at present it certainly is not, it would be ' 
more in accordance with sound principle in this matter that money wages sa be 
paid tl0] the laborers employed in such works, in the expectation that out of 
their earnings they might purchase the land to w[h] their labor had given an 
enhanced value. In result, however, as the conditions of settlement are for the 
most part faithfully carried out, and as additional value is given tt0] the lands ; 
adjoining the free grants by the opening of the roads, the two systems do not t 
materially differ: and that which is adopted here has the twofold advantage, that 
it requires no outlay on the part of the Province, and that it is more to the taste 
of the large class of Immigrants who abjure servitude as soon as they touch the 
soil of America. It is moreover t M be observed that so many conflicting systems 
obtain in the disposal of wild lands in this Colony, and the crown has so many 
competitors in the sale of this article, that the relation between population capital * 
and occupied territory can be but partially affected by the most rigid adherence 
on the part of the Gov* to colonization doctrines. The Canada C° among others 
both lease their lands & sell them on instalments— I had a good deal of con- f 
versation lately with their agent, a very intelligent person, and he assured me f 
that, speaking generally, the success of settlers on the lands of the Company * 
varied inversely with their means at starting— Those who begin in the greatest 
want, prospering most. 

The inducements to settlement in the United States are also considerable, 
and render it impossible to check materially the tendency to dispersion of popu
lation in this Colony by enhancing the price of lands unless at the risk of pre
venting colonization altogether. What with Prairie land, rights of squatters to 
preemption, &c &c, I take it that a man can settle himself on a farm in the 
United States, paying the upset price, when the day of survey arrives, at a 
smaller expenditure of capital than he c o u ^ on a similar farm in most parts 
of this Province if he gets the land for nothing. You may perhaps have 
observed that M[r] Walker, the American Secretary t m the Treasury recom
mended to Congress last Session a new mode of selling wild lands involving a 
great reduction of price as a means of raising Revenue.— I do not know 
whether or not his plan was adopted. 

x The Owen Sound Settlement was founded under authority of a Minute of Council, 16 
June, 1840, with the two-fold object of providing employment for immigrante and of opening up 
a fertile and extensive tract of ¡public land. In ¡providing for the expense entailed by this 
undertaking, the Council authorized that :—" Persons desirous of procuring land, in the new 
settlement, may be induced to work a t the road, receiving land wholly or partly in payment, 
by which means the pecuniary expense will be lessened." (See Memorandum of Lieut. Governor 
and Report of Executive Council, 16 June, 1840—Upper Canada, State Book, M, pp. U8-450). 
The system of free grants of 50 acres upon public roads in new settlements was subsequently 
adopted by the Provincial Statute 4 & 5 Victoria, cap. 100. I n 1845 this system was applied 
in opening two more roads from Owen's Sound Settlement. (See Minute of Council, 8 August, 
1845, on Report of Commissioner of Crown Lands, 31 July, 1845. Canada Land Book, G, pp. 
$Si-m6). I n a despatch of 26 March, 1S47, Lord Elgin declared that :—" The 50_ acre grants 
were taken up immediately when offered last season subject to the following conditions—Ripen
ing and improvement of the roads—the erection of a house—actual residence, and the bringing 
into cultivation itoee acres of land yearly—" {Elgin, to Grey, 26 March, 18+7, No. ¡81, Copy— 
G. 461, p. 185). 
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On the whole, I am disposed to believe that the Quebec and Halifax Rail
way is the work on which Imperial funds might be most properly expended 
with a view both to the interests of colonization and British Connexion. Union 
between the Provinces is hopeless without it; but if it were completed or even 
in progress a great step wa be taken towards bringing this object within the 
range of practicability. Notwithstanding the indifference or disinclination of 
certain classes of persons in this portion of the Province I am informed that 
there is a strong feeling in favor of the Railway at Quebec and in Upper 
Canada among the staunch friends of British Connexion. The great object 
w8 be to render the execution of the work subservient to the interests of Immi
gration. To secure this, care must be taken in arranging the details of the 
plan, for otherwise the bulk of the laborers employed will be canallers from 
the States. I have thought much on this subject and am endeavoring to mature 
a scheme for the accomplishment of the ends in view. I entirely agree with you 
in thinking that the Imperial Gov* sa not move in the matter until the Provin
cial legislatures have cordially adopted the project & shewn their sincerity by 
giving it all reasonable aid.— 

Very faithfully & truly yr 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Duplicate MS copy] , 

Private 

CO. 
June 2/47 

M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I shall not be able to write to you tomorrow & I must therefore write 
you a few lines today to thank you for your two letters of the 7th & 12th of 
May, but first I must say how anxiously we shall wait for the next packet, wh. 
I trust will bring us an account of Mary as far as Halifax, by this time I trust 
her voyage is over & that she is on her way from Boston to Montreal so that 
in a few days more she may join you.— 

To take the different Subjects mentioned in your letters in their order— 
I8* As to the Union of the Provinces I am sure that this is not a mat
ter to be pressed forward in a hurry, all that can be done is to throw out the 
general idea & to endeavour by degrees to lead mens minds in that direction; 
but that some bond of union or other ought to be established amongst the 
different Provinces of N. America I have no doubt whatever supposing it to 
t>e practicable— Whether that union ought to be a Legislative one or only 
federal & in the latter case whether it ought to be more or less complete, are all 
questions the answer to which must mainly depend upon the state of public 
opinion when any measure of the sort is attempted. I agree with you in think
ing that we sha wait for the railroad, the establishment of wh. from Halifax 
to Quebec I consider both for this & for other reasons an object of the highest 
national importance— 
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2nd As to immigration I have very little to add to what I have already said 
in public & private letters except to call your attention to the debate last night 
in the H. of Commons1 in showing how much we are pressed upon this subject 
& how urgently necessary it is to do something or to show very good reasons 
why we sha not. If you act upon the principle of making free grants under 
any Circumstances (& the opinions prevalent upon this subject in N. America , 
may make it your best course to form settlements upon the principle of that 
of Owens Sound)2 I am persuaded that the Yankee system of Township 
rating sha be adopted at the same time: this wa I believe neutralize much of 
the evil otherwise likely to follow from allowing any free grants to be made, 
wh. at best I regard as an evil tho' it may be an inevitable one— But for 
immigration the railroad is really wanted— I shall be very glad to receive , 
your scheme for it. 
3rdy With regard to the Cayley Caron correspondence I entirely agree in all 
the opinions you express, more especially as to the maintenance of the exist
ing Provincial administration being in no degree essential to the success of 
your Gov* & as to the error committed by La Metcalfe in giving to much coun
tenance to the idea that the Home Government was more connected with & 
had more confidence in, one Canadian party than another, your authority & 
that of the Bsl1 Gov* cannot be too carefully kept distinct from all party 
struggles in the Province— 
4th I think your application about your travelling expenses a most reasonable 
one & one wh. it wa be very good policy to grant, you may therefore depend on 
my doing all in my power to support it, but the moment is not favorable for 
such applications, with an empty exchequer & the probability of being driven 
to an increase of Taxation next session. 

I &c 

(signed) GREY— 

The Earl of Elgin 

[P.S] I have omitted to mention that I send you by this mail a confidential 
Despatch3 of some importance as to the form of making legal & other appoint
ments in Canada. The practice has grown up of late of making them by the 

1 The debate took place on a motion of the Ear l of Lincoln:—" That an humble address 
be ¡presented to Her Majesty, praying tha t She will take into Her most graeious consideration 
the means by which Colonisation may be made subsidiary to other measures for the improve
ment of the social condition of Ireland; and by which, consistently with full regard ia the 
interests of the Colonies themselves the ec-mfort and prosperity of those who emigrate may be 
effectually promoted." After debate, and on request of the Under-Secretary for the Colonies, 
the Earl of Lincoln withdrew his motion, stating, however:—"At the same time, I aim not 
without ¡hope that even this discussion may lead to some good, and that the Government may be 
induced by i t to turn more deliberate attention to this subject than they would otherwise have 
done." {Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Ser. Ill, vol. acii). 

2 See above, p. S6, note 1. 
8 Grey to Elgin, 2 June, 1847. Lord Grey pointed out tha t in all Her Majesty's possessions, , 

legal, judicial and administrative offices were filled by Letters Patent or Commissions for which 
a warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, counter-signed by the Secretary of State, had been 
obtained. I n Canada, however, a practice 'had grown of making appointments to judicial 
offices by means of local commissions for which no warrant had been obtained. Lord 
Grey doubted the expediency of this method of appointaient and pointed out that if the 
warrant was necessary for some appointments i t was necessary for judicial appointments; 
and if i t was not neeessaTy for one class of eases i t should be discontiiraed for all. A report 
should be made as t o uhte course which should be pursued, (ff. 1£8, p . S76). 
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authority of the Governor instead of that of the Queen, for some time this 
has been the practice with regard to Judges & in your Despatch N° 35 you 
use the same form of expression with regard to the Attorney General1. I 
greatly doubt the expediency of this change— in the immediate neighbour
hood of the U. States it seems to me a very questionable policy to allow to fall 
into disuse any forms wh. mark the difference between republican & mon
archal institutions, & that the old practice of making such appoint*8 by the 
authority of the Crown was a wiser one— I believe the change of practice 
arises chiefly from a dislike to paying the stamps & fees (only about 11£) on the 
Queens warrant, if so I think we might manage to reduce this expense to a 
merely nominal sum & that it wa be advisable to return to the old form. 

(Signed) G. 
[Endorsed] 
June 2/47 
Lord Grey to La Elgin 

[Original MS] 
Secret. 

May 18. 1847. 
MY DEAK GREY 

I transmit herewith the closing papers of the Caley Caron correspondence— 
Since my last letter to you was despatched the prospects of the administration 
are brighter— A certain M w Macdonald, a person of consideration among the 
moderate Conservative anticompact Party has consented to accept the office of 
Receiver General now held by Mr Morris jointly with the Presidency of the 
council. Mr Draper has been absent on the circuit playing rather fast and loose 
with his colleagues in the hope of replacing his friend Judge Hagerman on the 
bench before Parliament meets.—He has been informed however that this will 
not do, & that if he will not face Parliament it will be a question whether all 
ought not to go out together, D. is evidently a man of no moral courage, and 
the more I see of their proceedings the more satisfied I am, that if they had 
taken my advice—put a bold face on it, & met Par* at the earliest convenient 
day after my arrival it would have been better for them— However I will 
think that they may do well, if they are true to themselves. They shall have 
all constitutional support from me—neither less nor more. At the same time 
you must allow me to repeat that I do not consider my success here to be con
tingent on the maintenance in power of this or that Provincial administration— 
It is above all things necessary to inculcate the belief (to which I must with 
great deference say a shake was given under Lord Metcalfe's rule) that the 
British Government and its Representative place entire confidence in the loyalty 
01 all parties in the Province—that they seek in the exercise of their influence 

w * Elgin to Grey, U April, 18+7 (Copy):—"To the Office of Attorney General for Canada 
IgWt, with a seat in the Executive Council, I have appointed William Badgley Esq.. . . . 
pith regard to the Judges, Lord Elgin also makes use of the phrase I have appointed, 
w - 461, p. lss). s s 
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only the good of the Colony—and that they seek it by means that are strictly 
constitutional. I may be mistaken but I have no apprehension whatsoever that 
a change of administration, should such an event take place, will weaken my 
influence or render me less able to carry on the Gov* to y r satisfaction. 

I have been obliged to write a begging Despatch w M I hope you will see fit 
to support. The salary of the Gov[t] Gen1 is really not sufficient for the charges 
upon it when travelling expenses are superadded. 

I must also beg for the mandamus for Sir A. MacNab.1 He is quite qualified 
to be a councillor, & though I do not much expect to use it I might be subjected 
tto] considerable inconvenience if I had it not. 

Very truly Yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Enclosure] 
Secret Mem. 

MONTREAL. 9 Avril. 1847. 
" MONSIEUR, 

Je pensais partir ce Soir, je n'ai pu le faire; le délai m'a fourni le temps et 
" l'occasion de consulter ici plus que je n'avais pu le faire, occupé comme je 
" l'avais été depuis mon arrivée en cette ville. 

" Sachant, comme je l'ai vous dit ce matin, d'en venir à une conclusion le 
" plutôt possible, je dois vous dire que Sous un bien Court délai, je pourrais 
"vous donner une réponse Sur l'affaire qui nous a occupée depuis quelques 
" jours, Si vous pouviez me dire par un oui ou un non si l'élévation de M r Smith 
" sur le Banc est une condition Sans laquelle l'arrangement au quel nous avons 
" travaillé devient irrévocablement impossible. 

" Je pars demain matin à quatre heures, je ne puis retarder mon depart, 
" Sans cela je le ferais volontiers. 

" Ayez donc la bonté de me faire tenir une réponse à cette note par la 
" poste de demain. 

" Dans cette attente je me Souscris, avec beaucoup d'estime et de con-
" sidération." 

" Monsieur, 
"votre très humble 

" et très ob* Serviteur, 

sig6 ED. CARON." 
L'HonWe W. CAYLEY 

MONTRÉAL, 10th April, 1847. 
" S I R , 

I have the Honor to acknowledge your note of the Qm April, but which 
" unfortunately I did not receive until after 4 o'clock this afternoon. 

" In reply to your question whether the elevation of M r Smith to the Bench, 
" is an Essential Condition to the proposed arrangement. 

x8ee above, p. H. 
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" I have the Honor to State that it is not proposed to vacate the Office of 
"Attorney Gen1 East, in any other Mode than by raising that Gentleman to 
" the Bench." 

I have the Honor to be, Sir, 
Your most humble & ob* Servant 

" Signed, W. CAYLEY—" 
" HonM R. E. CARON 

Après Son retour de Montréal, M. Caron a écrit le 14 Avril, à un tiers, une 
lettre qui devait être Communiquée à Mr Cayley, et qui en Substance, va à 
dire, qu' à Montréal et à Québec, Mr Caron a trouvé Ses amis bien disposés à 
le Seconder dans l'arrangement qu'il était chargé d'effectuer; Si bien, qu'il Serait 
prêt à faire à Mr Cayley la contre proposition que Mr Caron avait été invité à 
faire, dans leur dernière entrevue: mais, que d'après la forme, Sous laquelle 
il avait compris que cette proposition devait être présentée, il fallait qu'il fut 
prêt à fournir les noms de trois personnes, qui, avec lui, devraient Composer 
l'administration pour le Bas Canada; que Mr Caron était Sûr de l'une de Ces 
trois personnes; que quant à la Seconde, dont il aurait absolument besoin, il ne 
pouvait entrer en Communication avec elle, à moins qu'il ne fût en état de lui 
dire, en lui proposant de faire partie de l'administration, qu'elles étaient les 
bases et les Conditions de Son arrangement. 

Que des deux difficultés, que jusque là, Mr Caron avait rencontrées, il 
pouvait dire, que l'une, celle de Mr Smith, était levée; qu'il était Sûr que l'on 
ne ferait pas manquer l'arrangement pour cette raison: que, quant à l'autre 
difficulté, celle relative à Mr Daly, il ne pourrait rien dire de positif; que tout 
ce qu'il pouvait dire, était, qu'il espérait de la faire disparaître; que probable
ment l'on insisterait pas à garder Mr Daly; que Mr Caron était persuader qu'une 
proposition faite de cette Manière, Ne Serait pas agréée par celui à qui il [sic] 
devait être offerte; qu'il devait être prêt à lui dire: voici l'arrangement: voici 
les bases et les Conditions Sur lesquelles il est fondé; voulez-vous y prendre 
part? 

D'après cela, Mr Caron Se trouvait dans cet embarras: pour S'addresser à 
la personne dont il avait besoin, il fallait qu'il Scût à quoi S'en tenir, quant à 
Mr Daly, afin de pouvoir le dire; tandis que pour obtenir une réponse de 
Mr Cayley Sur ce point, il fallait que Mr Caron eut Constaté si la personne à 
qui il voulait S'addresser, ferait ou non partie de l'arrangement. 

Que la même difficulté existait, quant à la troisième personne que Mr Caron 
avait à voir, laquelle n'accepterait pas Sans connaître tout le personnel de 
l'arrangement; que pour ces raisons Mr Caron desirait que, par le retour de la 
Poste, on l'assurât qu'en cédant le point de Mr Smith, Mr Caron était certain de 
gagner celui de Mr Daly; avec l'entendement que la chose Serait faite de la 
meilleure manière possible; que Sur cette article M r Caron devait être ferme; que 
quand il Saurait la chose de la part de Mr Cayley, il réglerait avec les deux 
Messieurs aux quels il voulait S'addresser, et s'ils acceptaient Ses offres, Mr 

Caron ferait parvenir à Mr Cayley, une réponse finale, dans laquelle Mr Caron 
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Communiquerait à ce dernier les noms de Son personnel Canadien-Français, en 
ajoutant que ceux qui le devaient Composer, avaient accepté ou consenti à agir, 
Sous l'entente qu'il leur Serait possible de S'assurer des Services de M r  

ou bien de ceux de toute autre personne d'extraction Britannique dont il Serait 
Convenu. 

M r Caron ajoutait qu'il était prêt à Se prêter à tout ce qui pouvait être 
Suggéré pour ménager la délicatesse de toutes les parties, mais qu'il fallait lui 
donner la latitude nécessaire pour agir, et il terminait en disant qu'avec la con
cession qu'il demandait, il ne voyait rien qui pût empêcher l'arrangement de Se 
conclure. 

MONTREAL, April 1847 

" M r Cayley has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a Memorandum 
" written by M r Caron, giving the Substance of a letter dated 14th April, addressed 
" by M r Caron to a third party, for the purpose of being communicated to M r 

" Cayley. 
" M r Cayley begs in the first place to point out an error into which M r 

" Caron appears to have fallen in Supposing that the invitation to him to make 
" a Counter-proposition, was intended as an invitation to furnish the names of 
" three Gentlemen, who with himself, Should compose the Administration for 
" Lower Canada, & begs to express his doubts whether the passage in Question 
" will bear any Such Construction. 

" While assuring M r Caron of the gratification which the Members of the 
" Government have derived from the announcement made by him that he has 
" found his friends both at Montreal & Quebec Strongly disposed to assist him 
" in his efforts to effect the arrangement which he had undertaken, M r Cayley 
" cannot avoid Expressing his regret & that of his Colleagues, at finding that a 
" Difficulty from another Quarter has Sprung up calculated to disappoint hopes 
" So justly conceived & bring the négociations to an unsuccessful termination. 

" M r Caron States that a Gentleman whose assistance and concurrence 
" are essential to any arrangement to be effected, Cannot be communicated with, 
" nor his views ascertained, until a point Connected with M r Daly is Conceded 
" b y the Administration, in plain terms, until M r Daly is declared by his 
" Colleagues ineligible to hold office under the proposed arrangement. Before 
" making a reply to this demand, M r Cayley begs to bring to M r Caron's recollec-
" tion, two prominent features in the memorandum placed by the Govr General, 
" in the hands of M r Morin, & on which the present overture has been based— 
" first, that an Union was invited on terms that Should be fair to the present 
" Members of the Council, as well as to the Party to whom the invitation was 
" addressed; & Secondly, that General objections were to be waived.— In an 
" Earnest desire to satisfy & carry out the terms of this proposition, the members 
" of the Council while retaining three Seats, offered to place three at the disposal 
" of M r Caron & his friends, without making any personal exception, & to leave 
" the nomination to the Seventh Seat, to the Council of Six, the Selection to be 
" from amongst Gentlemen of British Extraction in Lower Canada: thus clearly 
" indicating that M r Daly's Office had been placed by that Gentleman at the 
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" disposal of his Excellency.— Mr Cayley is now informed that these Conditions 
" are not Sufficiently precise & Satisfactory, & cannot be Submitted to the 
" Gentleman before adverted to, unless accompanied by a distinct Concession 
" regarding Mr Daly, namely, his proscription from Office.— In reply, Mr Cayley 
" has to observe that the Members of the Council, having on their part, frankly 
" conceded any privilege which they might be Supposed to possess of making 
" personal Exceptions, cannot be expected to yield that right to the Gentlemen to 
" whom the present overture has been made. In giving this negative, it is un-
" necessary for M* Cayley to make more than a passing allusion to the character 
" of the advance in the négociation to be Secured by the proposed Sacrifice of Mr 

"Daly, namely, that of placing the proposition in a palatable form for 
" acceptance or rejection by the Gentleman whose Concurrence in any arrange-
" ment, has been Stated to be indispensable. Again, it is not to be overlooked, 
" that had the proposition been So far favorably entertained as to permit Mr 

" Caron to name his Colleagues, the announcement was to be accompanied by the 
" recommendation of a fourth Gentleman, So pointedly referred to, & formally 
" introduced, as to render a dissent of the part of the present Government all 
" but tantamount to a rejection of the Coalition. 

" I t is hardly necessary for Mr Cayley to state that the concessions 
" demanded have never been Contemplated by the members of the present Gov-
" ernment, & would be wholly inconsistent with a proper regard to the interests 
" of the British inhabitants of Lower Canada, & the position of an Administration 
" honored with the confidence of the Head of the Government, & Supported by 
" the Parliament of the Province. 

" In thus Giving a final negative to the demands advanced by Mr Caron, 
" Mr Cayley is aware that the négociations are brought to an unsuccessful ter-
" mination.— He trusts, however, that what has passed, will not be wholly un
productive of beneficial results, that it May tend in a Measure to remove 
" doubts as to the character & extent of the overtures made by the Executive 
" Council, & the nature of Some of the difficulties which have Successfully inter-
" fered to prevent their accomplishment. 

" It will, at all events, Set at rest a Question which for Some time passed 
" has agitated the public Mind." 

QUEBEC, 6 Mai- 1847 

" Mr Caron a l'honneur d'accuser réception du memorandum de Mr Cayley, 
" daté "Montreal, Avril, 1847" qui ne lui est parvenue que par la Poste arrivée 
"ce Matin. 

" En replique, Mr Caron prend la liberté d'observer, qu'il est possible qu'il 
" ait été dans l'erreur, quant à la forme Sous laquelle il était invité à faire la 
" contre-proposition mentionée dans le memorandum du 9 Avril, pourtant il ne le 
" croit pas; il pense même, que certains faits, rappelés au souvenir de M r Cayley, 
' pourrait le mettre d'accord avec Mr Caron sur ce point. 

"A tout événement Mr Caron est d'avis, que ce memorandum Se prête 
"facilement à l'interprétation qu'il lui a donnée, puisqu' à Sa face, il n'a été 
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" écrit que par Suite des difficultés émises par Mr Caron, à l'adoption du mode 
" suggéré par Mr Cayley, pour remplir le Septième Siège, et afin de fournir les 
" moyens de parer à ces difficultés. 

" C'est Sous cette impression qu'a été écrite la lettre du 14 Avril, dont le Seul 
" but était d'obtenir une réponse décisive, quant à Mr Daly, Savoir: s'il ferait ou 
" non partie active du nouvel arrangement, et non S'il Serait proscrit et déclaré 
" inéligible à tenir office, prétention que Mr Caron n'a jamais émise, non plus que 
" Ses amis à Sa Connaissance. La réponse que désirait Mr Caron devant, pour 
" les Raisons qu'il déduisait, être Communiquée, non à une Seule des personnes 
" dont il avait besoin, comme parait l'avoir compris Mr Cayley, mais bien aux 
" deux Messieurs qu'il avait à voir, et dont l'un était d'extraction Britannique; 
" l'intention de Mr Caron, en Sollicitant cette réponse, n'étant pas de rendre plus 
" palatable à ces Messieurs, la proposition qu'il avait à leur faire, mais bien 
" d'être mis en état de leur faire Connaître les Collègues avec qui ils auraient à 
" agir, S'ils acceptaient les situations qui leur étaient offertes. 

"M r Caron prie Mr Cayley de remarquer, que la Seule Concession Sur 
" laquelle on insistait dans la lettre du 14 Avril, était celle relative à Mr Daly. 

" Mr Caron est informé que les Membres du Gouvernement, n'ont jamais eu 
" en Contemplation de faire cette Concession. Mr Caron veut bien le croire, 
"puisque Mr Cayley le lui dit; quoiqu'il ait toujours compris que Mr Daly ne 
" Serait pas un obstacle à l'arrangement. 

"M r Caron Se Réjouit de la détermination qu'ont prise les Membres de 
" l'Administration de ne rien faire qui ne Serait pas conforme aux intérêts de la 
" Partie de la Population du Bas Canada qui est d'extraction Britannique, mais 
" en même temps il doit assurer Mr Cayley que si l'arrangement qui vient de 
" manquer eut réussi, les intérêts de cette partie de notre population, n'auraient 
" pas été négligés, et que même déjà des mesures avaient été prises, pour que ces 
" intérêts fussent habilement et convenablement représentés dans l'administration 
" qu'on aurait pu former. 

" Tout en accordant aux Membres de l'Administration, tout le crédit qu'ils 
"méritent, pour la franchise avec laquelle ils ont renoncé au Privilège qu'ils 
" pouvaient avoir, de faire des Exceptions personnelles, Mr Caron regrette d'être 
" informé, que le point Sur lequel il a été obligé d'insister avec une franchise égale 
" a la leur, ait été regardé par Mr Cayley et Ses Collègues comme une difficulté 
"telle, qu'elle leur imposait l'obligation de refuser leur assentiment à une 
" arrangement, qui leur avait fait Concevoir des espérances, que Mr Cayley dit 
" être Si justes et qu'ils [sic] regrette de voir déçues. 

"Tout en partageant ce regret, Mr Caron espère, avec Mr Cayley, que ce 
" qui vient de Se passer ne sera pas en pure perte; qu'il en résultera des avantages 
"parmi lesquels l'on devra Compter celui de faire disparaître toute doute sur 
" l'étendue et le caractère des ouvertures faites à Mr Caron par les Membres du 
" Gouvernement, aussi bien que Sur la Nature et la validité de la Raison qui a 
" empêehé qu'elles amené [sic] un résultat Satisfaisant. 

" Puisque Mr Cayley a prévu que Sa dernière communication aurait l'effet 
" de mettre fin aux négociations, il ne reste plus à Mr Caron que de prendre 
" Congé de Mr Cayley Comme négociateur, et de lui réitérer l'assurance de Sa 
" haute Considération." 
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Private 
MONTREAL 

May 27. 1847. 
MY DEAR GREY, 

I am most grateful for the Green Ribband— Such a mark of the confidence 
of Her Majesty and Her Advisers cannot fail to be useful to me here— 

Emigrants are beginning to pour in, bringing with them much sickness— No 
foreigners have yet arrived but I think yr suggestion with respect to encreasing 
the tax upon them most reasonable. It shall be duly considered, but I do not 
suppose that any measure of this kind could come into operation during the 
present season.— 

My letters may, I fear, disappoint you from not containing more information 
with respect to the course which our legislation on important questions of general 
Policy may be expected to take—' The fact is that my data for forming a judge
ment on such points are but scanty. The public mind here is so occupied with 
personal squabbles that the bent of men's opinions on graver subjects can hardly 
be conjectured.' There are symptoms of an intention on the part of the opposi
tion to take up free trade. Meanwhile however its advocates have recieved a 
check. The Committee of the Board of Trade of Montreal were last year Free 
Traders. This year they have been replaced by Protectionists; and their organ 
the Canadian Economist has been discontinued— 

' One thing is certain—the question can the present administration stand? 
or will it be replaced by Mess. La Fontaine & Baldwin ' is more momentous by 
far in the judgement of the mass of our local politicians than any other which you 
can raise.— Until it is answered, which it will probably be by the result of a 
grand debate at the outset of the Session, little attention will be paid to anything 
else. 

Although this state of the public mind is to be regretted, I think that the 
evil arising from it is not altogether unmixed. While the representatives of the 
people are engaged in more exciting and congenial conflicts, it will be the duty 
of the Representative of the Crown to press forward without noise or ostentation 
measures which are calculated to advance the real interests of the Province. 
In the present balanced state of Parties it will not, I hope, be impossible for him, 
if he keeps his proper place, giving due support tC0] his Ministers, but avoiding the 
imputation of partisanship, to exercise a salutary influence on candidates for 
office; so that under the agitation which ruffles the tide of improvements may 
move on unimpeded. 

Several causes cooperate to give to personal and party interests the over
weening importance which attaches to them in the estimation of local Politicians— 
There are no real grievances here to stir the depths of the popular mind— We are 
a comfortable people— With plenty to eat & drink— No privileged classes to 
excite envy— or taxes to produce irritation— It were ungrateful to view these 
blessings with regret, and yet I believe that they account in some measure for the 
selfishness of public men and their indifference to the higher aims of States
manship— 

The comparatively small number of members of which the popular bodies 
which determine the fate of Provincial administrations consist, is also, I am 
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inclined to think, unfavourable t[0] the existence of a high order of principle 
and feeling among official personages. A majority of ten in an assembly of seventy 
may probably, be, according to Cocke^]1, equivalent t[0] a majority of 100 in 
an assembly of 700. In practice however it is far otherwise. The defection of 
two or three individuals from the majority of ten puts the administration in 
peril— Hence the perpetual patchwork and traficking to secure this vote and 
that, which (not t M mention other evils) so engrosses the time & thoughts of 
Ministers that they have not leisure for matters of greater moment. 

It must also be remembered that it is only of late that the popular assemblies 
in this part of the World have acquired the right of determining who shall govern 
them—of insisting, as we phrase it, that the administration of affairs shall be 
conducted by persons enjoying their confidence. It is not wonderful that a 
privilege of this kind should be exercised at first with some degree of reckless
ness—and that, while no great principles of policy are at stake, methods of a 
questionable character for winning & retaining the confidence of these arbiters 
of destiny, sa be resorted to— 

A few days will probably shew what Parliament has to say on this subject 
of confidence. The administration is supposed to have a majority in the 
Assembly but there are so many disappointed suitors and lukewarm supporters in 
that majority that it cannot be much depended on. The opposition leaders are 
already mustering in the metropolis and their ranks exhibit a much more un
divided front. The possession of that large French contingent who always move 
as one man is of course a great advantage to a Party. 

Meanwhile Mr Draper the ostensible leader of the Ministerialists has acted 
a very shabby part towards his colleagues. On the plea of attending to his 
professional duties, but really, I believe, because he was determined to place 
himself on the bench at whatever cost to his friends, and afraid of being shamed 
by them out of this intention, he has continued to absent himself from the seat of 
Gov* while discussions most vital to the administration were in progress. 
He insists on being considered a candidate for the Judgeship now vacant— 

My course in these circumstances is I think clear & plain— It may be 
somewhat difficult to follow occasionally, but I feel no doubt as to the direction 
in which it lies. I give t M my Ministers all constitutional support frankly 
and without reserve, & the benefit of the best advice, such as it is, that I can 
afford them in their difficulties— In return for this, I expect that they will, in so 
far as it is possible for them to do so, carry out my views for the maintenance of 
the connexion with G* Britain & the advancement of the interests of the Province. 
On this tacit understanding we have acted together harmoniously up to this 
time— Although I have never concealed from them that I intend to do nothing 
which may prevent me from working cordially with their opponents if they are 
forced upon me. 

That Ministers and oppositions should occasionally change places is of the 
very essence of our Constitutional system, & it is probably the most conservative 
element which it contains. By subjecting all sections of politicians in their turn 

1 An interpellation has ¡been made in the manuscript bu t i t is possible that the reference 
is to Edward Cocker, 1631-1675—author of Cocker's Arithmetic. 
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to official responsibilities it obliges heated partizans to place some restraint on 
passion and to confine within the bounds of decency the patriotic zeal with 
which when out of place they are wont to be animated— 

In order however to secure these advantages, it is indispensable that the 
head of the Gov* should shew that he has confidence in the loyalty of all the 
influential parties with which he has to deal, and that he sa have no personal 
antipathies to prevent him from acting with leading men. 

Very sincerely yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

I am sorry to observe the altered tone of y t r ] last letter with respect to Im
perial aid in favor of the Quebec and Halifax Railway— To suppose that this 
work can be executed without assistance from that quarter is I fear a most ex
travagant expectation. As a merely commercial speculation it has very little 
to recommend it. But taking into consideration the vast extent of wild land 
through which the line runs, it presents as fair a subject for colonization as any I 
know of, and if the Gov* are forced to make an effort in this direction (as you at 
one time seemed t M think might probably be the case) the execution of this work 
so important to national interests & the settlement of the Country might proceed 
pari passu— Imperial & Provincial resources cooperating to relieve Ireland of 
her surplus population. 

[Endorsed] 
May 27/47 
Lord Elgin to La Grey 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
BELGRAVE SQUARE 

June 16.47 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I reea by the last mail your letter of the 27 t t May, & also the good news of 
Mary's having got safely as far as Halifax. I hope the short rest she got there 
w3 enable her to accomplish the remainder of her journey without being the 
worse for it, & that you have had the happiness of receiving her in as good health 
as you ca wish. I t is unfortunate we did not know before she went that the 
"Vesuvius was to be at Halifax or I ca easily have got an order for her to go on 
with her to Quebec— Your letter has interested me exceedingly & I most entirely 
concur in every word you say, it is in fact as clear & complete an account of the 
Proper duties of the Govr of such a Colony as it is possible to write, & it suggests 
some considerations wh. are new to me—particularly the important effect which 
the mere want of numbers has upon the character of a popular Assembly, the 
moment this is suggested it is obvious it must be so, but I confess it had not 
Previously struck me. Does it not rather tend to the conclusion that some day 
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or other a Legislative Union of all the Provinces coupled with an improved muni
cipal organization w4 be highly desirable? It seems to me to do so & that the 
probability that at some future time this may have to be attempted ought never 
to be lost sight of.— However this is a distant vision not to be accomplished 
within anything like the term to wh. it is either probable or desirable that my 
official life sha extend, but I always think that short as the tenure of office 
generally is while one holds it one ought to act as if it were to be permanent or 
as if ones successor was likely to carry forward the policy one has begun— 
Your description of the people with whom you have to deal is very graphic & 
makes me feel to [sic] understand more than I have ever done of the real state of 
affairs & of society.— I am grieved to hear (tho' it is only what I expected) of 
the disease & mortality there has been on board the emigrant ships1— I write 
to you officially upon this subject wh. is one of extreme importance.— You must 
not suppose that my anxiety about the Quebec & Halifax Railway is by any 
means diminished—far from it I regard it as an undertaking of the utmost 
importance both to the Colonies & the Mother Country, & I am also aware that 
the former are little likely to be able to execute such a work without aid from us, 
all I meant was that I fear this is a bad time for getting such assistance & that a 
better state of the money market wa have to be waited for, this however is no 
reason why we sha not proceed to mature & [sic] scheme on the subject leaving 
the question of when it is to be carried into effect to be settled hereafter. The 
great point w"1 be to make out some reason for our giving pecuniary assistance 
to it wh. w*1 not be a precedent for unbounded claims for similar assistance from 
other Colonies: probably to avoid this any money we give sha be in the form of 
of a sum of money paid down, or an annual payment guaranteed in return for an 
undertaking to carry Troops &c at some low charge. I do not see why we sha 

not agree to pay the Company annually the whole amount transport now costs 
us, thinking the saving in time an ample gain & allowing the railway to reap 
the whole benefit of any saving they can make in the cost of conveyance. 
Tell Mary that I left Emily a little while ago at Stafford House looking thin 
but well—there is an enormous ball there for the Queen & all the other Royal 
personages now in London. I made my escape as soon as I could leaving I / Grey 
with Mra C. Grey to come home later, & I am availing myself of the opportunity 
of writing to you as I know that tomorow I shall have so many people to see & 
things to do that I shall hardly be able to write to you.— If therefore I have 
made a great many mistakes you must attribute them to its being very late & 
my being rather sleepy—With my best love to Mary, Alice & George. 

&c 

(signed) GREY. 

The 
EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

iSee below, p . SO and note 1. 
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[Original MS] 

MONTREAL 

June 13, 1847. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

My first and most interesting intelligence by the present mail is that the 
Party of travellers1 whom you despatched from Belgrave Square on the 18th 

of last month arrived here, on Saturday week in perfect health. They performed 
the journey from Boston in a much shorter time than I had anticipated and 
without much fatigue; and although the passage was unfavorable have suffered 
no serious inconvenience from it. Mary is a little tired, but thank God looking 
remarkably well.— 

I have met Par* The question of the Speakership has been settled to the 
satisfaction of Sir A. MacNab who retains the chair.2. Four nights have been 
consumed in a debate on the address—a division on which has been taken as a 
test of the strength of Parties. Ministers had a majority of two: but some 
seats are vacant, and it is supposed that when all are mustered they may have 
a majority of 4 or 5. not more. However, it must be remembered that the whole 
house comprises only 82 members. 

The main amendment on t h M address consisted of a declaration on the 
subject of Responsible Gov*, introduced in connexion with a congratulatory 
reference to Lady Elgin's arrival*— Ministers met this by proposing & carry
ing an address of congratulation on that event separately. This was entirely 
their own doing—• I did not meddle in the matter, nor did I know what course 
they intended to take in regard t[0] the amendment in question until the dis
cussion took place 

If the Ministerial Party hangs together I do not think there will be much 
more trouble this Session— But I suspect that more is going on than meets the 
eye, and I should not be surprised if I were enabled before long to report to 
you that an arrangement with the French on the basis of my memorandum to 
M. Morin4 had been consummated. 

Meanwhile the tone of the debate has been satisfactory to me personally: 
and leads me to hope that I have been able to make my course of policy intel-

' Lady Elgin, her sister, Lady Alice Lambton; her brother, the Earl of Durham; and Lady 
uhna Bruce, Lord Elgin's daughter by his first marriage. 

2 See above p. 14. 
s T h e amendment was introduced by Baldwin, 8 June, 1847, and seconded by La Fontaine. 

•It Tead:_"And to state that this House, on this first occasion of approaching His Excellency, 
cannot, in justice either to their own feelings or those of their constituents, refrain from 
referring to the gratifying circumstance of His Excellency's connexion with the family of the 
late Earl of Durham. To tha t distinguished Statesman we are indebted for the Imperial 
recognition of our undoubted right as British subjects, to have the Government of the Province 
conducted by the assistance, counsel, and information of a Provincial Administration, under the 
•Representative of the Sovereign, which, while appointed by the Crown in the exereise_ of its 
•undoubted prerogative, remains responsible to the Provincial Parliament, on the same principles 
winch have been found so perfectly efficacious in the administration of the Government of the 
•rarent State. That grateful for the important part thus taken by him in procuring us this 
act of constitutional justice, we cannot but indulge the pleasing confidence, that under one so 
neanly connected with him, and to whom his memory must necessarily be dear, we shall 
«afir*! *ke P rae*ieal application of this great principle, and realize the benefits which i t is 

iculated t o secure." (Journals of Assembly, Canada, 1847, p. IB). 
4 See above p. 19. 

9337—4 
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ligible to all parties. There appears t[0] be a general disposition to give me 
credit for acting constitutionally, notwithstanding the support I have given to 
my Ministers, and the severe censures passed upon them— 

Mr Draper goes home by this packet. He accepts the Judgeship and has 
leave till the Sep* circuit. We part on good terms, and I do not wish you to let 
him know that I think his conduct in leaving his colleagues at the present time 
the reverse of magnanimous. Indeed from what I have observed since the 
legislature met I am not sure that they wa have been numerically as strong 
with him as without him. He is a man of considerable ability. Had it not been 
for his Shiftiness and La Metcalfe's resolution it is probable that the Party wb 

now governs Canada wa never have been formed. He can give you a good deal 
of information and wa be gratified by attention being shewn to him— although 
his views may not be always of the largest, and although he is a little too 
anxious to signalize his own prowess to be the most instructive of narrators. 

Emigrant® have been arriving in Crowds—many of them in a deplorable 
condition— I have found it necessary to sanction a considerable outlay in pro
viding medical aid for the sick and food for the destitute.1 We have done what 
we could in this matter—and by a future mail I shall report more fully on the 
measures taken. Large numbers are, I fear, so reduced by want that even if 
there be room for them in the labor market they will not be able for many 
months to do efficient work. It is impossible t[0] look at the future without 
serious apprehension. 

Mary has a good deal startled me by telling me how much it will cost to 
make me a Knight of the Thistle— However it is on public grounds that I 
chiefly covet the distinction and I should be sorry to forego any advantage 
which it may confer on me here by declining to obtain possession of it until my 
return to England. I have therefore written to my Agent C. R. McGregor Esq. 
17 Charles S*- S* James requesting him to pay whatever sum for fees Harry 
may demand— As I should like to have the insignia of the order before the 
adjournment of my Par*, I hope you will allow them to be transmitted in the 
bag whenever they are procured. 

Very sincerely yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

I enclose copies of the Minutes of the Legislative Assembly and of the address 
& amendments.2 

[Endorsed] 
June 13/47 

Lord Elgin to La Grey 
1 I n this and other letters, Lord Elgin refers to the distress occasioned by the immigration 

of 1847. The frightful mortality was attributed to the condition to which the Irish immigrante 
had been reduced by the famine of tha t year. G. M. Douglas, the Medical Superintendent, 
writing frpm ihe Quarantine Station, 24 May, 1847, sa id :—"I regret to have to call attention 
to a state of illness and distress among the newly arrived emigrants, unprecedented even during 
the prevalence of cholera in 1832 and 1834" (Douglas to Daly, Journals of Assembly, Canada, 
1847 Appendix L). A. C. Buchanan, Chief Emigration Agent, in a letter to the Governor"» 
Secretary reported, tha t :—"The mortality is truly alarming, and I am informed that deaths 
during l i e past few days has averaged from forty to fifty per day." (Buchanan to CampbéO, 
Quebec, 29 May, 1847, Ibid). 

2 Not among the collection. These documents belong to the official correspondence. 
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[Original MB] 
Private & Confidential 
Earl Grey MONTREAL, 

June 28 1847. 
MY DEAR GREY, 

Matters have been going on as smoothly since I last wrote in the Political 
world here as could under all the circumstances have been expected. There 
have been three grand Party demonstrations in the Assembly. The first on 
the address, on wh Ministers had a majority of 2. The second, on a motion to 
call on the Govr Gen1 to take steps to form a strong and efficient administra
tion— On this, the ministerial majority encreased to 4. — and the third, on 
a motion for an address to enquire into the utility of the office of civil Secre
tary— This motion was resisted by the Gov* and rejected by a majority 
of six. 

Thus far it is well with them, They have, I think, shewn, that if their 
Party remain steady t[0] them they are stronger than the opposition. But I 
have reason to believe that several sections of their body of supporters are 
intriguing on their own account and that their position is still therefore far 
from secure— 

With so much party- fighting to occupy attention and time, business as 
you may suppose, has not been making rapid progress. The financial measures 
have however been broached and well recieved— 

In the Upper House there has been a discussion which was rather embar-
asing for Ministers. A certain Mr Neilson who is intensely of the old school, 
and avowedly hostile to the present system of Gov*, brought forward there a 
series of resolutions complaining that the French are not sufficiently represented 
in the administration. These resolutions were supported by the French members, 
& generally by the British opposition, although it is believed that they were 
proposed by the mover with the view of throwing discredit on Responsible Gov*. 
Several of the British Conservative members happened to be absent when this 
debate took place, and the resolutions (which w4 have amounted, if carried, 
to a vote of want of confidence) were finally rejected by the casting vote of 
the Speaker.1 

Meanwhile the tone of the discussions in both Houses has been satisfactory 
to me personally. Credit is given to me on all sides for the course which I 
have hitherto pursued, although I am occasionally warned by the more fervid 
orators of the opposition that I shall get into a serious scrape if I do not now 
force my ministers to resign. 

To maintain amid this strife of tongues & factions the position which in 
my opinion the Govr Gen1 of this Province ought to occupy — a position of 
neutrality as regards mere Party contests, and of activity as respects import-

* John Neilson had brought forward ten resolutions, on 17 June, 1847. The first six were 
"Pttnged from the Journals by vote on 18 June. Resolution 8 points out that there was only 
one French member of the Executive Council. Resolution 9 reads:—" That this state of things 
^dangers the Eights, Liberties, and Privileges guaranteed to the descendante of the first 
teSí o f Ganada by the aforementioned Capitulations, Treaties and Acts of Parliament, and 
¿=«as to weaken their confidence in the security of those Institutions, their affection for which 
ianJ? ^ t o n a l l y contributed to the preservation of Ganada as a p.art of the British Domin-

UD«- (Journals of Legislative Council, Canada, 1847, p. S8.) 
Í337-4J 
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ant Provincial interests, — is indeed by no means an easy task— There is 
naturally a readiness on the part of the opponents of the administration to 
charge the head of the Gov* with the crime of deviating from the line prescribed 
by the Constitution, and in order to avoid furnishing occasion for this reproach 
constant circumspection and unremitting vigilance on his part are required— 
It is not so difficult to deal with the British opposition, because the individuals 
who compose that Party have at least some notion of fair play in carrying out 
the principles of Gov* which they advocate. But with the French generally 
it is far otherwise. They adopt at second hand the political dogmas of the 
English liberals and assert them, whenever it is convenient to do so, with 
becoming force. But they are unwilling to admit — I might almost say they 
seem incapable of comprehending — that the principles of constitutional Gov* 
must be applied against them as well as for them — and whenever there appears 
to be a chance of things taking this turn, they revive the ancient cry of nation
ality, and insist on their right to have a share in the administration, not because 
the Party with which they have chosen to connect themselves is in the ascend
ant, but because they represent a people of distinct origin— As the theories 
of Gov* on which their claims to office respectively rest contradict each other, 
it is almost always possible for them when they are out of place to demonstrate, 
on one or other hypothesis, that they are unconstitutionally treated. 

However, as I before observed, I think that my Policy has hitherto justified 
itself in the eyes of all parties. I send an extract from the political corres
pondence of the Toronto Globe in which this subject is canvassed. The Globe 
is the organ of the Upper Canada liberals, against whom my policy both in 
making overtures to the French, and, subsequently, in recruiting the strength 
of my administration by additions from the Conservative ranks, wa seem to 
have been directed. Its testimony on this point is therefore of some value. 

We held a drawing room last Tuesday, and Although the weather was 
unfavorable, and our residence at an inconvenient distance from the town, it 
was more numerously attended than ever drawing room had been in Canada. 
The description of this event given in the Revue Canadienne, the organ of the 
French liberals, (which I enclose) augurs, I should hope, no unfriendly feeling 
towards the Gov* House. 

I transmit by this mail an address of the Assembly complaining of this 
year's immigration and seeking encreased aid from Imperial funds to meet the 
expense which it is likely to occasion.1 There has been much disease, destitu
tion & mortality among the Immigrants but the Provincial Gov* are doing all 
they can to mitigate their sufferings. Indeed, I think they are much more 
likely to exceed than to fall short in this matter, for all parties have a strong 
conviction that whatever they advance on this account will be reimbursed 
by the Imperial Treasury. In acknowledging the receipt of the memorandum 

1 Elgin to Grey, S8 June, 1847—No. 64 (Copy) (G. 461, p. 151). The address, as reported 
t o the Assembly, 25 June, 1847, drew attention to the effects of the condition in which immi
grants had arrived and requested that precautions be taken in the selection of immigrants and 
in the mode of transportation. The address concluded:—"¥e humbly infoTm Your Majesty 
that,_ in the opinion of this House, an unusually large expenditure must be made in this 
Province, in the_ present season, to meet such unexampled destitution and distress; and we 
assure Your Majesty of our confident belief t ha t the justice, as well as the liberality of the 
Imperial Government will provide for this expenditure from the Imperial Funds. (Journals 
of Assembly, Canada, 1841, PP. 74-75). 
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from my Council which I have sent you officially,1 I think it wa be well if 
you were to take occasion to impress upon me the necessity of caution & 
economy in administering relief.— 

I hope by the next mail to be able to communicate my views with reference 
to the app* of Judges & other important matters to which in y. last letter you 
direct my attention. I entirely agree with you in thinking that Commissions 
in this Province ought in so far as it is possible to emanate from the Queen. 

Mary continues quite well, & got through her grand reception admirably, 
though it was rather a nervous thing for her. The season has been very 
backward and fears are entertained with respect to the prospects of the wheat 
in Western Canada, but our summer here is now commencing in earnest. 

Most truly yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
June 28/47 

La ELGIN 

[Enclosure] 

No. 1 
Toronto Globe 

Lady Elgin arrived at Montreal on Saturday evening, and was accom
panied by her ladyship's brother, the Earl of Durham. His Lordship is just 
of age. 

Many of our readers will, no doubt, be anxious to hear "what sort of a 
Governor Lord Elgin is likely to make "—but really the country has been so 
often deceived in Governors that it is dangerous to give an opinion on any of 
them until they have been tried. Whether it arises from national prejudice 
or not, however, we are unwilling to regard Lord Elgin with the suspicion 
entertained by many intelligent Reformers. It is true that he has sustained 
in power the most corrupt Administration which ever existed, and that some 
of his appointments have been redolent of corruption, and far from palatable 
to the people. But it must be remembered that the Cabinet Council, and not 
Lord Elgin are responsible for these appointments; and with them the people 
must deal. When his Lordship came to Canada he found a Provincial Admin
istration conducting the affairs of the country, and in possession of a majority 
in both houses of Parliament. It was not his business to inquire how that 
majority was obtained—there it was, and as long as they held a majority and 
could carry out the Government measures, he was bound to sustain them by 
all constitutional means. With every disposition to criticise Lord Elgin's 

1 Elgin to Grey, 28 June, 1847, No. 6S (Copy). (G. 461, p. 151). The memorandum, bearing 
date of 25 June, refere to the heavy expenditure which had been rendered necessary, and 
declared that i t would probably entail the expenditure of £75,000. The £10,000 paid by the 
•Imperial Government was acknowledged but a t the same time i t was stated that the Provincial 
reverme would ibe quite inadequate to meet .the further charge upon i t . Afflouer souree of 
expense was apprehended from the number of orphans who would have to be provided for. 
llanada State Book, G. pp. 27-2SJ 
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[Enclosure] 

proceedings, we are bound to confess that his conduct as yet has been strictly 
constitutional, as far as the public know—and as long as he does not exceed 
his constitutional duty, as long as he refrains from making himself a partizan 
in the cause of either of the great political divisions of the Province—though 
he should give his most strenuous legitimate support to the most extreme Tory 
government which was ever assembled—he shall be ever spoken of with 
respect by us. 

Had Lord Elgin dismissed his ministers on his arrival, and called the 
Reform party to his aid, we could not have withheld our censure. But should 
the present Administration be broken down in Parliament—should they prove 
unequal to the task of grappling with the great commercial measures now 
urgently demanded by the country, or should they fail in carrying the ministerial 
measures, whatever they may hereafter prove to be, through the House, we 
shall expect his Excellency to come up to the constitutional mark, and to 
frown down all further trickery to enable the present men to keep their offices ; 
the Reform party, consisting of three-fourths of the population of United Canada, 
will then expect his Lordship to give the helm of state into the hands of their 
leaders. We ask from Lord Elgin constitutional government—and that only— 
and we shall have it. We frankly, but respectfully, tell his Excellency, as the 
Reform Press did Sir Charles Metcalfe at the outset of his reign, that if he 
will let us fight out our own battles, he may live long and happily among us, with 
the respect of all parties—but if he should unfortunately assume the attitude 
of a partizan in our local disputes, and allow either party to use his name 
as a rallying cry—then we tell him plainly that his government will end in 
total failure. 

We confess, however, that from all we have heard, we are inclined to 
believe that Lord Elgin will pursue a constitutional course. The way the 
Conservatives talk of him is satisfactory; they evidently do not regard him 
by any means as a safe card, but as a keen shrewd man of the world who is 
not to be trifled with—and they say very little in his favour. 

Col. Bruce, and Major Campbell, are remarkably popular, and all men 
speak well of the courtesy and attention paid to every sort of visitor at Gov
ernment House. 

No. 2 [Enclosure] 
Revue Canadienne 

—Son Excellence le Gouverneur-Général a consenti à devenir patron de 
la Société Canadienne d'Agriculture, et a accompagné son acceptation du don 
d'une somme de £25 à la Société. Revue Canadienne. 

Le cercle de la comtesse d'Elgin.—Il y avait foule mardi soir au cercle 
de la comtesse d'Elgin—Ni la distance de Monkland à la ville, ni la pluie 
battante de la soirée n'ont empêché la soeiété de Montréal, d'aller présenter 
ses hommages à l'aimable jeune dame de notre gouverneur. La nombreuse 
compagnie réunie ce soir-là dans les salons de Monkland témoignait du 
respect et de l'estime des habitants de la capitale pour ses hôtes et pour la 
fille de l'illustre comte Durham en particulier. 
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[Enclosure] 

La présentation commença à neuf heures, dans le salon à droite. La 
comtesse avait un air de fraicheur et de jeunesse qui faisait plaisir à voir; 
on ne pouvait s'empêcher d'admirer ses manières pleines de dignité, sa pose 
gracieuse et son aimable sourire. Elle avait auprès d'elle lady Alice Lambton 
et lady Russell, ainsi que lady Efime Bruce, la jeune fille du gouverneur-
général et Son Excellence lui même en grand uniforme, qui paraissait bien. 
Les visiteurs était reçus à la porte du salon par le col. Bruce, lord Mark Kerr, 
lord Egerton, lord Russell et présentés à la comtesse par le col. Antrobus, 
l'aide de camp provincial. Après la présentation, la compagnie circula dans 
les appartements ouverts pour l'occasion. Dans le grand salon la bande du 
52e. de ligne faisait entendre des airs magnifiques et donnait un air de gaité 
et de fête à la réunion. Dans un autre salon à gauche, il y avait une table 
de rafraîchissements couverte de tout ce que l'on peut imaginer de mieux et 
de plus exquis; les vins étaient excellents, et tout ensemble cette première 
réception de Monkland a été très agréable. Idem. 
End of Enclosures 
[Duplicate MS copy] 

CO. 
Private July 3/47 
MY DEAR ELGIN 

I have very little indeed to say to you by this mail beyond expressing the 
satisfaction with wh. I reca your last letter. I was delighted to hear that the 
Travellers had reached you so well & so much more expeditiously than I had 
expected, & I also think your account of the state of political affairs a 
very good one — I have no doubt that by acting steadily upon the sound con
stitutional principle you so well describe, you will succeed in acquiring more 
real influence & accomplishing much more that is useful than by any attempt 
more directly to govern 
I had a long conversation yesterday with your ex Minister & new Judge 
MM Draper — I see he is bent upon having some mark of honor con
ferred upon him — Would you recommend his being Knighted or receiving 
the Civil C.B. before his return? With respect to the Bath as there are only to be 
altogether 50 civil K.C.B's & 100 CB's & as this number is to serve for our civil 
service at home as well as for the whole of the diplomatic & colonial services we 
must be very sparing in the distribution, & I do not think that K.C.B. can be given 
to anybody lower in rank than a Govr A few CB's we may make of Colonists à 
you sha be considering what 3 or 4 Canadians you w*1 recommend. The new 
statutes of the order wh. you will find in the London Gazette of a few weeks 
ago will show you what are the qualifications required. The worst part of the 
news you have sent me is that about the Emigrants, it is only what I fully 
exPected but it is not the less very melancholy. 

Tie star of the Thistle will be sent out to you by this mail but Harry tells me 
^ a t the ribband is not yet ready; I am afraid the proportion of the fees 
Payable upon it wh. I shall be able to save you will be very small, as unfor-
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tunately they are not like the fees received in the public Offices wh. go into the 
fee fund, but are paid to people in the Queens household who have a personal 
interest in them. 

L a Fingall has asked me to recommend to you his 3 r d son L* Plunkett of 
the 23 ra Reg* who is just going from Halifax to Canada; if you can shew 
him any civility you wa oblige me by doing so. 

signed GREY 
I enclose the Gazette with the new statutes.1 

[Endorsed] 
July 3/47 

La G. to Lord Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private C O . 
July 19/47 

M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I reca your letter of the 28 th June by the last packet. Of the Party con
tests in the Assembly I cannot form any judgment except from what you tell 
me of them as the debates & discussions in the newspapers are far too long for 
me to read them & it is difficult at this distance to make out what are the points 
in dispute, it is however most satisfactory to me to find that it begins to be 
understood that you & the Home Govmt belong to neither party & have nothing 
to do with their contests. I t is clear to me that this principle must be com
pletely established in order long to preserve our connexion with the Colony. 

The question of responsible Govm* seems to be creating just now much 
agitation in Prince Edwards Island & I find it very difficult to judge from the 
reports sent home by the L* Gov1 what are the real merits of the different 
parties engaged in such hot contest there, if you shM be able after the close of 
your session to go there for a time I sha be very glad to have a report from you 
on the state of affairs— There is another Colony in wh. a somewhat similar 
question is likely to arise. I mean Newfoundland where it has been thought 
necessary to allow the Assembly to resume its old form with certain Modifica
tions— Now the state of Society there is obviously unfit for "Responsible 
Govn* " in the Canadian sense of the words, & seems much better adapted for 
the system [of] Gov11* of Jamaica, but Sir Gaspard Le Marchant (who is doing 
very well under extreme difficulties) does not seem to me fully to understand 
how the Executive and Legislative powers can be kept as distinct as they were 
by you in Jamaica & how the Gov11* can go on without the command of a 
Majority in the Assembly. The Legislature will probably not be ealled 
together for some months & if you ca in the mean time write for me a short 
account of the manner in wh. the relations of the Executive Gov11* & Assembly 
ought in your opinion to be managed in Jamaica it wa probably greatly assist 
me in directing Sir G. Le Marchant what course to follow— I have taken your 

1 This paper i s not in the colleetkm. 
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hint about inculcating economy in answering your Despatch enclosing the 
memorandum of the Executive Council1 about the expense of relieving the 
Emigrants, you might further remind them that a much larger number still 
go to New York where they are also relieved & without any assistance from 
home, whereas Pari* has already voted £10,000 for this object in Canada. I 
hope you will enforce the most rigid strictness in the administration of relief 
for the experience we have had this Year of the tendency to abuse wh. exists, 
especially when you have to deal with Irish, convinces me that in the end it is 
far better to do too little than too much, & rather to allow a good deal of suffer
ing t[0] take place than to take away the motive to exertion by attempting to 
relieve everybody. — I am in hopes that I shall be able to send you out by the 
packet the inventor of the " dis infecting fluid " 2 of wh. you have probably 
heard— The reports of its efficacy in destroying infection are really wonderful 
& its use in the quarantine station & hospitals hv Canada wil^] I trust be 
attended with great advantage— 

I met Elphinstone at dinner on Saturday & he begged me to tell you not 
to take any trouble about sending home your vote for him for the election of 
Scotch Peers, an arrangement has been made with the Tory party that he is to 
be elected without any opposition on our agreeing not to start any other Can
didate. 

I cannot say how sick I am of the Session, but I fear it may not now end 
this week, as we are determined to keep it on for any time rather than allow a 
very small & factious minority in the H. of Commons to throw out the Man
chester Bishopric Bill by delay. 

Signed GREY 

T H E EARL OE ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 

July 19/47 

La Grey to L a Elgin 

1 See above p. 5S and note 1. In replying to this despatch, Lord Grey requested full infor
mation as to the expenditure involved and cautioned the Governor to follow the rule of strict 
economy. He added:—" I must reserve for future deliberation, what proportion of the expense 
incurred ought to be borne by the Imperial Treasury;—if upon a full consideration of all the 
circumstances of the ease, i t should appear that the grant already made for the purpose 
is insufficient, Her Majesty's Government will be prepared to apply to Parliament for further 
assistance, nor do they doubt that Parliament will foe ready to vote such an addition _ to the 
sums already granted as may prove to be justly due to the province. A t the same time in esti
mating what is so due i t must be borne in mind that when the immediate difficulties are sur
mounted, .the settlement of these Emigrants is calculated greatly to add to the wealth of ifce 
•province, and to improve its B^venue, both by the increased consumption whieh will be 
occasioned, and by raising the value of the Wild Lands. I t is not therefore unreasonable to 
expect that the Province should bear a fair share of the burthen, and the more so because, i t 
is far more in the power of the Provincial Authorities, than of the Home Government, to 
limit the expenditure by the enforcement of a rigid economy." (Grey to Elgin, Downing St., 19 
July, 284^ ¡f0_ 10g} gf_ lzg^ p 6sj j . o r Lord Elgin's opinion on this despatch see below p. 6S. 

2 For documents connected with this disinfectant, see Appendix I I I . 
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[Original MS] 
Private and Confidential 

MONTREAL 
July 13. 1847. 

MY DEAR GREY, 
It is very satisfactory to me to find that you respond so cordially to the 

views which I have propounded in reference to the position and duties of the 
Governor of this Colony. I feel very strongly that they are substantially just, 
and that a Governor General by acting upon them with tact and firmness may 
hope to established a moral influence in the Province which will go far to 
compensate for the loss of power consequent on the surrender of patronage to 
an Executive responsible to the local Parliament. Until however the functions 
of his office under our amended colonial constitution are more clearly defined — 
until that middle term which shall reconcile the faithful discharge of his 
responsibility» to the Imperial Gov* and the Province with the maintenance of 
the quasi monarchical relation in which he now stands towards the community 
over which he presides, be discovered and agreed upon, — he must be content 
to tread along a path which is somewhat narrow and slippery, and to find that 
incessant watchfulness and some dexterity are requisite to prevent him from 
falling, on the one side, into the néant of mock-sovereignty, or on the other, 
into the dirt and confusion of local factions— 

I have not much to communicate in reference to the proceedings of our 
Par* during the last fortnight. Ministers still command their majority, such 
as it is: and this fact, coupled with the intense heat of the weather, and the 
fear of catching the Immigrant fever, will probably bring the Session speedily 
to a close. They have introduced a bill for the settlement of that vexed ques
tion the Toronto University.1 They propose to divide the endowment — giv
ing £3000 a year to the existing Institution which will then become exclusively 
Church of England — and £1500 a piece to the Presbyterian, Wesleyan and 
Roman Catholic Colleges. — A great deal may of course be urged against the 
plan, and I am told that M r Baldwin condemned it in a very effective speech.— 
It is acceptable however to some very influential bodies— 

The immigration which is now taking place is a frightful scourge to the 
Province. Thousands upon thousands of poor wretches are coming here, incapable 
of work, and scattering the seeds of disease and death— Already 5 or 600 
orphans are accumulated at Montreal, for whose sustenance, until they can 
be put out to service, provision must be made. Considerable panic exists 
among the inhabitants. Political motives contribute to swell the amount of 
dissatisfaction produced by this state of things. The opposition make the 
want of adequate provision to meet this overwhelming calamity in the shape 
of hospitals &c. a matter of charge against the Provincial administration. 
That section of the French who dislike British Immigration at all times, find, 
as might be expected, in the circumstances of this year, a theme for copious 
declamation. Persons who cherish republican sympathies ascribe these evils 

1 Brought in 9 July, 1847 and ordered to be read a second time 26 July, Order discharged. 

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 59 

to our dependant condition as colonists. 'The states of the Union' they say, 
'can take care of themselves, and avert the scourge from their shores, but we 
are victims on whom inhuman Irish Landlords &c can charge the consequences 
of their neglect and rapacity.' Meanwhile I have a very delicate and irksome 
duty to discharge— There is a general belief that Great Britain must make 
good to the Province the expenses entailed on it by this visitation— 'It is 
enough' say the inhabitants 'that our homes should be invaded by Typhus 
and that the Province should be made a receptacle of this mass of want and 
misery: it cannot surely be intended that we are to be mulcted in heavy 
pecuniary damages besides.' The reasonableness of these sentiments can hardly 
be questioned. — bitter indignation would be aroused by the attempt to con
fute them. —and yet I feel that if I were too freely to assent to them, I might 
encourage recklessness, extravagance and peculation. From the overwhelming 
nature of the calamity, and the large share which it has naturally occupied of 
the attention of Par* and of the Public, the task of making arrangements to 
meet the necessities of the case has practically been withdrawn from the 
Department of the civil Secretary and fallen into the hands of the Provincial 
administration— In assenting t[0] the various minutes which they have passed 
for affording relief to the sick and destitute, & for guarding against the spread 
oí disease, I have felt it to be my duty, even at the risk of incurring the 
imputation of insensibility to the claims of distress, to urge the necessity of 
economy and of adopting all possible precautions against waste and jobbing.— 
You will at once percieve however how embarasing my position is. A source 
of possible misunderstanding between myself and the colonists is furnished by 
these untoward circumstances, altogether unconnected with the ordinary, or, 
as I may perhaps venture to term them, normal difficulties of my situation. On 
the whole, all things considered, I think that a great deal of forbearance & 
good feeling has been shewn by the Colonists under this trial. Nothing ean 
exceed the devotion of the nuns and Roman Catholic Priests & the conduct of 
the Clergy and of many of the laity of other denominations has been most 
exemplary. Many lives have been sacrificed in attendance on the sick and 
administering to their temporal & spiritual need. But the aspect of affairs is 
becoming more & more alarming. The panic which prevails in Montreal & 
Quebec is beginning to manifest itself in the Upper Province, and farmers are 
unwilling to hire even the healthy Immigrants because it appears that since 
the warm weather set in typhus has broken out in many cases among those 
who were taken into service at the commencement of the season as being per
fectly free from disease. I think it most important that the home Gov* should 
do all in their power by enforcing the provisions of the Passengers act & by 
causing these facts to be widely circulated, to stem this tide of misery. 

Yrs most sincerely. 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
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[Original MS] 

Confidential , 

MONTREAL. 

July 27, 1847 

MY DEAR GREY, 

I think that you would do well in giving a knighthood or civil C. B. to 
Mr Draper. I will not affirm that he enjoys the reputation of being a very 
self-denying Politician, but the Province is proud of him as a man of ability, 
and I am disposed to believe that all parties would agree that an honor of 
this description conferred upon him had been properly bestowed. 

I have been particularly requested by MM Moffat, M.P.P. for Montreal 
to beg you to interpose on his behalf to procure for his son a Commission in 
the Canadian Rifles. He is ready to purchase, but his son is 23 years old and 
his application was refused on account of his age. Mr Moffat is a leading 
merchant & if you cannot effect what he wishes I should be obliged by yr 

sending me some civil message to enable me to shew that I have not neglected 
him. 

I thank you for my Star of the Thistle. I hope that I shall receive the 
rest of the insignia by the next Packet. 

I have resolved (as I find that I can spare him for a short time during the 
recess) to send my Brother Robert on leave to England. He can afford you 
on many points of importance fuller information than I can give by letter. 
He has been most useful to me both here and in Jamaica, and he is entitled 
to some indulgence having been on foreign service & never off duty since the 
commencement of 1842. 

In consequence of a despatch which he has recieved from you, Sir H. 
Huntley1 has written to me to suggest that I should direct him to come here 
to confer with me on the subject of the introduction of Responsible Gov* into 
P. Edwards Island.— I think that I shall act on this hint for I am really at 
present too little informed with respect to men and things in that Colony to 
advise on the very delicate questions wh have been raised there— Whether or 
not I shall feel myself more competent to undertake the task after seeing him 
may be doubtful, but at any rate it is worth while to make the experiment. 
as he wishes it. On this however and many other points I shall be better able 
to reflect and to communicate my views to you when I am relieved from the 
great pressure of business which the Parliamentary Session entails upon me. 

July 28. I have just returned from proroguing my Parliament. The 
Session has been short and we have had a good deal of party fighting—but 
nevertheless a great amount of business has been transacted. I have the 
satisfaction of believing that members return to their homes convinced of the 
propriety of the course which I have pursued in reference to local Politics, and 

1 See below p . 65 and p . 68. 
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animated with kindly feelings towards the Gov* House. My Brother will give 
you all details— Mary sends to Lady Grey two newspapers containing a 
brilliant account of a fete which we gave last week. We were very successful 
in bringing men of all Parties together and dismissing them well pleased. 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE. 
T H E EARL GREY. 

The newspapers are the Gazette, the ministerial organ & the Revue 
Canadienne the organ of the French opposition. 

[Endorsed] 
July 27/47 
La Elgin 

[Enclosure] 

May it please Your Excellency, 
We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Canada, 

in Provincial Parliament assembled, approach Your Excellency with profound 
respect, and humbly beg leave to assure Your Excellency that in no period of 
our history have the Commons of Canada applied themselves more assiduously 
to the arduous duties which have devolved upon them, as the Representatives 
of Her Majesty's loyal and affectionate people, than during the present Session, 
while it has been their earnest endeavour to support the honour and dignity 
of the Crown, upon which depend the greatness and prosperity of the country. 

The Session now about to close, has been characterized by the introduction 
of many important measures well calculated to develope private enterprise in 
extending the Railway communications of the Province, and facilitating the 
Mining operations on the shores of Lake Superior. 

We trust that much benefit will arise from the facilities thus promised to 
be afforded to our internal trade and commerce, and from the developement 
of the mineral treasures and resources of the Province, and we have devoted 
much time and labour to the legislation requisite to promote and encourage 
these important objects. 

To meet the altered state of our commercial relations with the Mother 
Country, we have found it indispensable to pass a new Bill, materially altering 
the existing regulation of the Customs in this Province. In making these 
changes, while due regard has been paid to the protection of the Revenue, our 
best attention has been given to the adopting such modifications of the Customs 
Tariff and regulations as, we hope, will ensure great benefit to the trader and 
consumer, by the removal of unequal pressure and a vexatious enforcement of 
the law, and to give, where it was possible, fresh stimulus to individual enter-
Prize and industry. 

I t has been my duty, thus briefly to state to Your Excellency, some of the 
most important measures of the Session. WTe believe them to be well calculated 
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[Enclosure] 

to increase the prosperity of the country, and to promote the happiness and 
welfare of all classes of Her Majesty's Subjects in this valuable and important 
portion of Her vast Dominions. 

The Bill which it is now my duty to present to Your Excellency, is intituled 
" An Act to appropriate the sums therein mentioned, to defray certain expenses 
of the Civil Government for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty 
seven, and certain other expenses not otherwise provided for," to which, with all 
humility, we pray Your Excellency to give the Royal Assent. 
The Speakers address 

on the day of 
prorogation 

DATCHET Aug* 3/47 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I have very little to say to you by this mail wh. is lucky as I have exceed
ingly little time to write. I reca your private letter by the last mail & I am very 
much grieved by what you say in it & in your public Despatches of the state of 
the unhappy Emigrants. I t makes me regret more than ever that that pottering 
block-head Col. Calvert1 contrived to lose his passage by the steamer with the 
disinfecting fluid— I told him over & over again if he did not go by the mail 
train on Monday night he wa be too late. He did not choose to believe me went 
by the early train the next day & arrived at Liverpool at 3 the packet having 
sailed at one— I thought he had no claim to go now so much later in the year 
so I have refused to allow him but I trust that Auckland2 will have succeeded 
in making arrangements for sending some casks of the liquid— 

I do not think there is anything that I ca usefully add to what I have 
already written to you about the Emigrants. I shall not therefore answer your 
Despatches with the addresses on the subject by this mail— You will I am 
sure do what is necessary & not more, the relief really required must of course 
be given but I am sure the experience we have had in Ireland will without my 
pressing it upon you sufficiently prove to you the absolute necessity of giving it 
in such a form as not to be accepted by those who can dispense with it — for 
the able-bodied food for wh. they sha be compelled to work is what alone shc^ 
be given — as to the sick & infirm there is less danger of abuse, but it must 
never be forgot that i t is the nature of these people to endeavour by every 
imaginable art to throw themselves for support upon others. 

Our elections as you will perceive are not going on as satisfactorily as 
might be wished. The loss of their elections by Hawes & Macaulay in par
ticular is very serious indeed & we have the prospect of a very foolish & 
unmanageable Pari* 

(Signed) GREY 
The EARL OF ELGIN 

[Endorsed] 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

x See above p. 57 note. 
2 Ear l of AueHand, ffirst Lord of the Admiralty. 
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[Original MS] 
Confidential. 
Earl Grey 

MONTREAL Aug 13. 1847. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I think that your hint to my Council to be cautious in administering 
relief to Immigrants will be useful, and I do not regret that you should have 
given it. With reference however to the arguments which you advance both in 
your despatch1 and private letter, in favor of the proposition that the Province 
should defray a portion of the outlay incurred in this service during the present 
season, you must allow me to call your attention to the features, some of which 
seem to have escaped your observation, which distinguish, not in degree only 
but in kind, the Immigration of this from that of preceding years. 

The proceeds of the tax on Immigrants and the Parliamentary vote in aid 
thereof, have heretofore been applied, principally if not exclusively, in forward
ing from the coast to the interior Immigrants who had not the means of defray
ing the cost of their own transport, with the view of preventing them from 
accumulating in excessive numbers near the ports of disembarcation— If an 
Immigration of the poorer classes from the United Kingdom into this Province 
is to be in any way encouraged, I do not know that a less objectionable stimulus 
than this could be devised.— and if Canada, being a colony, is to be debarred 
from exercising the right, which the neighbouring states of the Union freely 
assert, of taking measures at her own discretion to guard against the introduc
tion of pauperism, it is clear that some compensation is due to her on this head. 
I t is obvious however that the funds in question were intended to meet the 
requirements of a destitute rather than a diseased Immigration: and, accord-
mgly, it has not been the practise in former years to charge the expense of the 
Quarantine establishment at Grosse Isle upon them.— 

The propriety of administering such aid as this with the utmost caution 
and economy cannot be disputed. In a country where there is ample scope for 
the exercise of every talent, if there be on the part of the possessor energy and 
discretion to apply it vigorously and wisely, the best service, generally speaking, 
which can be rendered to a settler, is to teach him that he has nothing but 
his own exertions to rely on. I have repeatedly been assured by persons of 
experience that the success of settlers varies for the most part inversely with 
their means at starting. Public bounty for the relief and assistance of destitute 
Immigrants cannot therefore be too sparingly doled out, and this caution is 
especially necessary in dealing with a class of persons who have habituated 
themselves to dépendance on alms until they would seem to have resolved to 
east away the staff of self reliance altogether. If such then were the character 
of this year's Immigration I should at once assent to the justice of your remark 
' that it is far better to do too little than too much, and to allow a good deal 
of suffering to take place than to take away the motive to exertion by attempting 
to relieve everybody '— 

But these principles cannot be applied without large deduction à qualifi
cation to the present case. The great expenditure of this season has been 

1 See above pp. 52-58 and notes. 
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incurred not with the view of transferring destitution to points where it may 
prove a help instead of a burden, but to stay the ravages of pestilence, and 
avert from the Province the direst of calamities. Ships have been arriving in 
crowds on board of. which contagious disease is raging. The Public safety 
requires that they be subjected to Quarantine, and in order to obviate the 
frightful mortality which would inevitably be occasioned by the detention of 
vast numbers of persons in infected vessels it has been deemed necessary to 
provide accomodation on shore for the passengers. Hence the call, to which the 
Panic among Doctors, nurses and persons of all classes adds intensity and force, 
for a large expenditure at the Quarantine station in medical aid for the sick 
and food for the starving who are detained there whether as convalescent or 
suspected— 

But this, grievous as it is, is by no means the whole of the calamity or 
even its worse phase. Disease has broken out in thousands of cases among 
those who have passed through the ordeal of quarantine or been admitted into 
the Colony without undergoing it as healthy subjects, and malignant fever has 
thus been generated in private dwellings so As might have been expected, under 
such afflicting circumstances, the sick have been cast back in crowds into the 
towns, and the doors of the farm houses are closed even against those who are 
reputed to be free from taint. Daily additions are made to the number of 
widows and orphans who are left in a condition of utter helplessness- Every 
village becomes a station at which the plague stricken exiles congregate. What 
is to be done ? They cannot help themselves— Private charity is exhausted-—• 
In a country where pauperism, as a normal condition of society, is unknown, 
you have not local rates for the relief of destitution to fall back upon. Humanity 
and prudence alike forbid that they should be left to perish in the streets. 
The exigency of the case can manifestly be met only by an expenditure of 
public funds. 

But by whom is this charge to be borne ? You urge that when the first 
pressure is past the Province will derive in various ways advantage from this 
Immigration,— that the Provincial administration who prescribe the measures 
of relief have means, which the Imperial authorities have not, of checking 
extravagance and waste, and you conclude that their constituents ought to be 
saddled with at least a portion of the expense.— I readily admit the justice 
of the former branch of this argument, but I am disposed to question the force 
of the latter. The benefit which the Province will derive _ from this year's 
Immigration is at best problematical: and it is certain that they who are to 
profit by it would willingly have renounced it whatever it may be, on con
dition of being relieved from the evils by which it has been attended. Of the 
gross number of Immigrants who have reached the Province many are already 
mouldering in their graves. Among the survivors there are widows and orphans 
and aged & diseased persons who will probably be for an indefinite time a 
burden on Government or private charity. A large proportion of the healthy 
and prosperous who have availed themselves of the cheap route of the S* 
Lawrence will, I fear find their way to the Western States where land is pro
curable on more advantageous terms than in Canada. To refer therefore to 
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the 82,000 Immigrants who have passed into the States through New York and 
been absorbed there without cost to the Mother Country, and to contrast this 
circumstance with the heavy expense which has attended the admission of a 
smaller number into Canada, is hardly just. In the first place, of the 82,000 
who went to New York a much smaller proportion were sickly or destitute: 
and, besides, by the laws of the State, shipowners importing Immigrants are 
required to enter into bonds which are forfeited when any of the latter become 
chargeable on the Public. These, and. other precautions yet more stringent, 
were enforced, so soon as the character of this years Immigration was ascer
tained, and they had the effect of turning towards this quarter the tide of 
suffering which was setting in in that direction— Even now, Immigrants 
attempting to cross the frontier from Canada are sent back if they are either 
sickly or paupers. On the whole, I fear that a comparison between the condition 
of this Province and the States of the neighbouring Republic as affected by this 
year's Immigration would be by no means satisfactory or provocative of 
dutiful and affectionate feelings towards the Mother Country on the part of 
the Colonists. It is a case in which on every account I think the Imperial 
Government is bound to act liberally— While writing this letter I have received 
an intimation that M. Hudon the R. C. vicar general of this diocese and one 
of the most eminent men in the Canadian Church has, died,1 adding another 
to the long list of Priests who have fallen victims to their zeal on behalf of 
the sick Immigrants. The R.C Bishop of Montreal is also laid up with Typhus, 
caught in the same service. 

An official communication which I send you by this mail will apprize you 
that I have sanctioned Sir H. Huntley's coming here to confer with me on the 
subject of the introduction of Responsible Government into Prince Edwards 
Island:2 It would be quite impossible for me to go there at present, for my 
first move must be in the direction of Upper Canada. I trust too that you 
will not consider me importunate if I remind you that my application for 
assistance to enable me to meet the expense of these distant expeditions (some 
of them to points beyond the limits of my own Government, extensive as it is) 
has not been answered. 

I have had some conversation with Col. Crofton3 who has lately returned 
from Red River on the subject of the complaints against the Hudson's Bay 
Company which you transmitted to me some time ago. His report of their 
administration is very favorable. He is on his way to England, and it might 
be desirable that you should see him. . He appears very intelligent, and I 
should think it much safer to take his evidence as t M the character of the 
Company's Government than that of Ministers.of Religion of any denomina
tion. I confess I view with great apprehension any proposition which goes to 
tempt these gentlemen out of their proper sphere of action into the region of 
polities— 

Col. Crofton deprecates the removal of the troops from the Red River, 
stud although this is a point on which a military opinion ought not to be 

2 ̂ ; : . Hyacinthe Hudon died 12 August^ 1847. 
s^tnjo Grey, IS Aug. I847, No. 80. (Copy), (G. 461, p. 156). 

ISáB l- J<) i i ln Ffolliot Crofton who had commanded the troops sent to the Ked Kiver m 
g™-. l'or his evidence see Report of the Select Committee on the Hudson Bay Company, 1857. 
ro-riwimentary Papers, £224, 260J (1857 Sess. S, vol. XT, p. 169). 
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implicitly relied on, I must admit that there seems to be considerable force in 
the arguments which he urges against the measure— He assures me that the 
presence of the troops has done much to revive a British feeling in the settle
ment, & to keep the Yankees, who are ever encroaching, in check. If it be 
desirable to obtain an insight into the proceedings of the Company, or to 
acquire any control over them, the establishment of an intelligent officer there 
at the head of a small garrison might probably afford the means of effecting 
these objects. 

When Major Campbell1 accepted the situation of civil Secretary he did 
so, as I informed you at the time, only as a temporary arrangement. I regret 
to say that he still expresses a strong desire to be relieved as he finds that his 
official duties interfere with his domestic comfort & with the progress of the 
improvements which he is carrying out at his seigniory. The income of the 
office is reduced by the civil List Act from £1500 Sterling a year, which it was 
in M r Murdock's2 time, to £750 Currency or about £600 Sterling. I know 
of no one who would fill it so well as my brother Frederick if he would take 
it and I have written to him to ascertain his sentiments on the subject. I t is 
a sad falling off from Newfoundland, but it may be preferable to exile in 
Bolivia. 

Very truly Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 

Aug* 13/47 

La Elgin to La Grey 

[Original MS] 

MONTREAL 

Aug. 13. 1847. 
M Y DEAR LORD, 

I have been requested to name to your Lordship the bearer of this note 
M1 Forsyth, a gentleman of considerable property and high standing in this 
Province.— He proposes I believe to reside in England and I have much 
pleasure in complying with the request that his friends have made that I should 
bear testimony t M the high consideration in which he is held here— 

I am 
My dear Lord 

Yrs very faithfully 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The EARL GREY 

1 See above p. 20. 
2 T. W. C. Murdoch, who was Civil Secretary 1841-42. 
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[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL 

Aug. 29. 1847. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I have not much to trouble you with on this occasion. Mary continues to 
improve steadily though not very rapidly. The weather is becoming cooler 
which is favorable to her. 

Dalhousie I see goes to India and Pottinger leaves you for the same destina
tion preferring I suppose fatness under the HonWe C° to leanness under H. M. — 
Talking of leanness, I was assured the other day on M r Higginson's1 authority 
that Lord Metcalfe spent while here £6000 a year in addition to his official 
income of £6,300. A little hard this on poor successors. 

I propose when Mary is stronger to take her to Quebec and afterwards to 
the Upper Province. But our arrangements are subject to several contingencies. 
Among others, there is Sir H. Huntley's visit—and I have also written to the L* 
Governors of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & P. Edwards Island suggesting the 
expediency of their sending Commissioners here to discuss the Post Office ques
tion.2 When any conference of this nature takes place I must be here— 

A Prince Edwards Island newspaper, full of attacks on Sir. H. Huntley, 
and containing a copy of a Petition begging for his recall, was put into my hands 
yesterday. If this be the state of feeling in the Colony little good will, I fear, 
come of my discussing constitutional measures with him. I knew nothing of this 
till I saw the newspaper in question and this leads me to observe that it is a 
delusion to suppose that I necessarily know what is going on in the adjoining 
Provinces— I have little communication with the Governors, indeed I may 
say that my relations with them are altogether dormant except when you 
waken them up for some special purpose. I have no means of obtaining a 
knowledge of what is going on except from hearsay or the press which gives a 
flickering & doubtful light in these regions— 

I am in much distress about my staff. Lascelles being dangerously ill at 
New Port Rhode Island, and Kerr laid up here with a severe accident, very 
truly Yours, 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 
Aug* 29/47 
La Elgin to La Grey. 

2 TO- • Higginson, who had been Civil Secretary. 
er_T Writing to the Lieut. Governors on 28 August, 1847, Lord Elgin said that the British. Gov-
"Xf1611* w a s P r eP a r e<l to surrender control of the Post Office to the provincial authorities:— 

fco _soon as ,by concert between the several Legislatures arrangements shall be matured for 
securing to British Mbrth America -the advantages of an efficient and uniform Post Office 
SJf5";-. ' He suggested that .the delegates should be members of the Executive Council of their 

Bspeetive Provinces. (Governor General's Letter Book, Jan. 1844-March 1858, p. 61). 
9337-si 
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[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL 

Sep. 14, 1847. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

Sir Henry Huntley has been some days with me. Telling his own story: 
denouncing his councillors: representing the impracticability of this man and 
that — yet, after all — how little advance have I made towards the acquisition 
of that knowledge which would enable me to determine what modifications in 
the constitution of P. Edwards Island it is desirable to introduce! Sir Henry 
seems an amiable man; but can I regard him otherwise than as a partizan when 
I learn that petitions have gone home, from one Party praying that he may be 
continued in the Gov*, from another, requesting his recall.? Should I be justified 
in common prudence in accepting his version of matters in dispute without ques
tion? and yet how can I sift his statements? I have access to no information 
respecting the administration of public affairs in P. E. I except such as he may 
furnish. I never heard until he mentioned them even the name of one of the 
many personages who act a prominent part upon that scene, and whose character 
conduct and motives, as is almost always the case in colonial controversies, are 
so intimately mixed up with the constitutional questions professedly at issue. 

If the impression which I derive from Sir H. Huntley be accurate, Prince 
Edwards Island is now ruled by an oligarchy of councillors, holding office virtu
ally on a tenure of good behaviour, and under no effective responsibility either 
to Governor or Assembly. Of all forms of colonial Government I believe this 
to be the worst — You may govern advantageously through a Governor, under 
such a system as prevailed during my term in Jamaica, if you find a man who 
has sufficient discernment to look at men and things with his own eyes, and tact 
enough to win & retain the confidence of the Representatives of the People, 
whose cooperation (although he be ostensibly irresponsible to them) is indis
pensable to his success. Or you may govern (at least I am still disposed to 
think you may) through a Governor aided and controlled by an Executive 
responsible to the Local Parliament. But I am at a loss to imagine how a 
Governor can be expected to steer clear of difficulties if you place on one side 
of him a body endowed with all the privileges & pretentions of a House of 
Commons, and, on the other, advisers steeped to the lips in local interests and 
intrigues, & rooted in their places much more firmly than he in his— If a 
Government such as this exists in P. Edwards Island (and I must again repeat 
I have no records to refer to which throw light on its present or past history) 
it might, I think, with much advantage undergo modification— It is also prob
able that the direction of Responsible Government is the only one towards 
which you could safely move— 

But what are you going to do with Sir Henry? If he is soon to be relieved 
would it not be better to confide the adjustment of these questions, which seem 
in his hands to have beeome somewhat involved, to his successor? I do not 
wish to suggest his removal for I really do not know enough of the merits of the 
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case to feel myself authorized to offer an opinion upon it, but I learn from him
self that he has been in the Colony nearly six years, & I observe the discussion 
which is going on there upon the subject. 

Sir Henry is now in Quebec. He returns tomorrow in order that we may 
finally discuss his affairs. My official communication on the subject therefore 
must be deferred until next mail— 

In connexion with vacancies of this description I venture to remind you of 
the names of Cap* Darling and the HonWe Frederick Bruce. Both have experi
ence in Colonial Gov* & unless I am much mistaken ability and tact to apply 
their experience wisely— 

The Immigration question is becoming more & more complicated and the 
difficulties it entails more and more overwheyming. I recieve day after day 
accounts of persons dying of fever caught from Immigrants who were apparently 
in perfect health when they took them into their service. The Provincial ex
chequer is in a deplorable condition— All the money which the banks will 
advance has been borrowed and still the balances on hand are reduced nearly 
to zero. Mr Cayley the financial Minister spent an hour with me today explain
ing to me the purport of a statement which he is preparing for you, to shew that 
the drafts on account of Immigration have exhausted the funds intended to 
meet the interests payable in January, and that, unless something be done 
speedily, the guarantee of the Imperial Government will be called actively into 
play.1 I combated some of his assertions respecting the calamities which this 
year's Immigration had entailed on the Province which were marked both by 
bitterness & exaggeration; but alas! their tone is only one among many proofs 
of the irritation & illwill towards the Mother Country of which it is sowing the 
seeds!— 

Yrs very truly 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The EARL GREY 

{Original MS] 

Private 
QUEBEC 

Sep 27. 1847 
MY DEAR GREY 

I write from Quebec and shall not trouble you with a long letter. We have 
been well received here. The S* George's and S* Jean Baptiste societies turning 
out together for the first time and the president of the former wearing the maple 

- "This matter was taken up by the Executive Council and the Minute of Council was 
Î+Plï? t e d by Lord Elgin in a despatch (No. 90) of Oct. 9 (G. 461 p. 167). For Lord Grey's 
attitude, see below p. 76. 
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leaf the Canadian French Emblem.1 What a magnificent site for a seat of 
Government! How wonderful that Montreal sa ever have supplanted it! I have 
written a Despatch to you on P. E. Island affairs and have taken occasion therein 
to set forth shortly my views with respect t[0] the mode in which a Gov* on the 
Jamaica principle ought to be conducted as you asked me to do in a late letter. 
I expect to find at Montreal on my return on Thursday the delegates from the 
Lower Provinces who are coming to discuss the Post Office— On the Monday 
following I proceed t[0] the West to attend the Upper Canada Agricultural meet
ing which takes place at Hamilton on the 7th of October. 

I send an article which I have cut out from the Pilot, the Montreal liberal 
Paper, shewing how little the People of this Province, are disposed to tolerate 
any interference with their local affairs. The States of the Union enjoy each of 
them absolute freedom of action within its own sphere— That example has its 
effect here— Mary improves on her travels— Yrs very truly 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 

The 
Earl Grey 

Reca Oct 14 
Ansd Oct 18 

[Enclosure] 

The Montreal Pilot 

CANADA—ITS PRESENT POSITION 

He that calmly surveys the deep but silent glidings of the current of popular 
feeling, cannot fail to have frequently observed the mighty power which speeds 
it onward with unruffled force. Bland on its surface and noiseless in its course, 
it advances with equal rapidity in sunshine or in storm; and though, externally, 
its movements may appear dull and slow, its progress is, nevertheless, sure and 
distinct, when viewed from landmarks it leaves behind. Indeed, the force of 

' T h e St. Jean-Baptiste Society was organized 'by Ludger Duvernay a t Montreal in 1834. 
The idea took root and on 24 June, 1835, the feast was celebrated in many localities. The 
maple leaf was prominent among the decorations and a t TeTrebonne, this toast was drunk:— 

" A u noble et utile érable, que ce symbole qu'ils ont adopté les retrouve et les garde 
toujours unis entr'eux; qu'ils [sic] soit l'ombrage sous lequel ils puissent se reposer un jour, 
après avoir acquis le ¡bonheur, fruit de leurs longs travaux." (La Minerve, g July, I8S5). 

The following is an extract from an, account of the dinner of that society, under the presi-
deney of Hon. D. B . Viger, in 1836:—"M. le president dans le discours dont il accompagna ce 
toast, [La fête que nous honorons et ceux gui la célébrerai] e t que nous regrettons ibeaiucoup 
de ne pouvoir reproduire, dit en parlant de l'érable, dont il y avait un feston près de lui: 
Cet arbre qui croît dans nos vallons, sur nos rochers, d'albord jeune et battu par la tempête, 
il languit en arrachant avec peine sa nourriture du sol qui le produits, mais bientôt il s'élance, 
e t devenu grand et robuste, brave les orages et triomphe de l'aquilon qui ne saurait plu» 
l'ébranler: Térable cest le roi de nos forêts, c'est l'emblème du peuple canadien." Following 
this speech Duvernay rose and sang a song which had been composed for the occasion, the 
second stanza of which read:— 

"Citoyens! nous sommes tous frères, 
En vain l'on veut nous désunir; 
Inscrivons donc sur nos bannières 
Le motto de notre avenir: 
La force nâi t de la concorde! 
Autour de l'érable sacré, 
Creusons, avant qu'il ne déborde. 
Le fleuve de la liberté." (La Minerve, Sî June, 18S6.) 
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[Enclosure] 

this truth becomes matter of perfect astonishment in relation to many of the 
great questions of the day. Cast your eye back but a few years—nay, months 
—and look at what has been accomplished by the advocates of free trade and 
free navigation all over the world. Turn then to Canada, and mark here the 
change in public sentiment on many subjects. It is but yesterday that the trade 
with our neighbouring States, or the admission of their manufactures, was 
viewed with jealousy, if not ill feeling. Now, we are about to admit the pro
ductions of their industry and enterprise on an equal footing with those of the 
Mother Country. 

Nor has this change in our commercial policy been unaccompanied with a 
corresponding enlargement of friendly relations in our social fabric. A marked 
improvement is here perceptible also, which must, from the nature of the case, 
continue to increase. 

Many of the young and enterprising Canadian merchants have taken up 
their abode in " The Great Metropolis of Commerce," and continue branches of 
their firms in this city. Self-interest, the touchstone of all human action, will 
thus engender a reciprocity of good feeling under the fostering hand and the 
golden links of commercial intercourse; old prejudices will be worn away, and 
in their stead new relations of friendship and attachment established and con
firmed. 

Thus, by degrees, and almost imperceptibly, will the confinity of our new 
commercial relations of necessity work a change in public sentiment; and 
within a few years, he who lives to see it, will confess with astonishment the 
inroads which " the Universal Yankee Nation " will have made on our customs, 
tastes, and attachments. 

It is hardly necessary to remark that a progress of events such as these, 
in a country bordering over a thousand miles on a people who thus, by dint of 
superior enterprise and skill, subdue such obstacles, must be fraught with 
important issues. The question will likely be asked, How do these Americans 
thus become the usurpers of our trade, and in some instances actually come into 
Canada, purchase the raw material, and return it to us manufactured, paying 
duty both ways, and successfully competing with our own producers? 

Nor will any answer to this query explain others no less perplexing—how 
land on one side of latitude 45 can remain unsaleable at a nominal price of 5s. 
to 10s. per acre, and right opposite on the other side of this imaginary line, 
within gun-shot, be in quick demand at as many pounds per acre? 

Our villages, too, exhibit a no less striking contrast of adversity and poverty, 
as compared with those right opposite, on the American frontier. Look at 
Stanstead and Derby Line, Prescott and Ogdensburgh, Queenston and Lewiston, 
the two sides of famed Niagara, Chippewa and Black Rock, Fort Erie and 
Buffalo;-—cross over here to this latter " City of the Forest," and see the con
trast! Railroads by the thousand miles in rapid extension; while to our solitary 
famed fourteen miles between Laprairie and St. Johns we have not added a 
"¿le of locomotive power in full operation for twelve years. But we think we 
üear the common reply to such reflections:—" Oh, the people of Canada have 
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[Enclosure] 

no enterprise: the Americans are a go-ahead people." Yes, they are; but there 
is no effect without a cause. They have within themselves the elements of their 
own enterprise—the free adoption of laws which regulate their charters. '< 

Imperial interference in Canada has checked our enterprise. Our Governor 
can sanction no Railroad Bills without the line of his precise instructions; and 
our home authorities have intimated that none will be granted unless 10 per 
cent, of the whole capital is subscribed before the introduction of the Bill. 

Let the boasted American enterprise be trammelled by such conditions as 
these in a country where capital has so many sources of employment, and see ' 
if a corresponding effect would not speedily appear. In England, where capital 
is abundant, such legislative interference may be right and proper; but here, 
where, with the best of stock, we have actually to solicit subscriptions, how 
pernicious its effects must be! And, on the same grounds, we think every , 
disparity we have alluded to can be explained. Do we want a Bank, our 
charter passes both Houses but to go home, like the " Merchants' Bank " charter, 
and add one more to the dusty shelved Canadian charters in the Colonial Office. i 
And all this is not tyranny! Oh, no! it is only a polite way our Imperial masters I 
have of saying, " Don't you wish you may get it, gentlemen?" f 

But, to be serious, we do say, that under any circumstances it requires but i 
a partial endurance of such conflicting despotism on this free continent to 
alienate the best affections of a loyal people. We say " under any circumstances;" 
and how much more so under those we have detailed, when coupled with the 
impediments and mismanagement which seem inseperable from our Colonial 
system at home, and to which, we lament to add, the sordid and debasing 
administration of affairs here, which for the last few years has stained the 
history of the Colony, and obstructed the development of its energies. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
HOWIOK 

Sep* 30/47 
M Y DEAR ELGIN, 

I have today received your letter of the 14th, & I have that by the former 
mail still to answer, however I have not a great deal to say as most of the 
subjects to wh. they relate you will find that I had in fact answered you upon 
by anticipation— * 

With respect to emigration the account [slc] are indeed very deplorable but , 
the last mail carried out authority from the Treasury for meeting in some 
degree at least your pecuniary difficulties upon this subject1— The arrange
ments wh. are to be made for next season will require very serious consideration i 
& as soon as I return (wh. will probably be on the ll*11) I will set to work upon \ 

1 I n a despatch of 9 October, 1847, Lord Elgin said:—" . . . the Commissary 
General has intimated to me that he has received authority to pay from the Military Chest, 1 
£20,000 Ste.—towards the Expenses of this year's Immigration." Elgin to Grey, Oct. 9, 1847, 
No. 90 (Copy) (G. 461, p. 167). 
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them— With respect to Sir H. Huntley you will before this have learnt that I 
have taken the same views of his position that you appear to have done & tha t 
he is to be relieved immediately—- His successor will be Sir Donald Campbell 
a relation of Campbell of Islay— Another of your L* Governors is also to be 
changed Sir W. Colebrooke is to go to British Guiana & to be succeeded by 
Sir E. Head one of the Poor Law Commissrs 

I enclose the answer I have received from the Duke of Wellington t [0] the 
application I made to him in favor of M r Moffett1 at your request 

Nothing has yet been settled about your travelling expenses, the official 
answer I received from the Treasury is that when you went beyond the limits 
of Canada your expenses might be charged to this Country, but that in Canada 
the Provincial Legislature ought to provide for them— This is very true in 
principle, but in practice I am afraid the Assembly w4 not provide for them & 
I am sure that it w3 be good policy that we shd take them upon ourselves rather 
than adopt a rule wh. wa compel you to abstain from paying the visits you 
ought to the remoter parts of the Province. 

I have sent this letter back privately to La John & I hope on my return to 
Town I may be able to arrange with him something more satisfactory— The 
difficulty is to avoid creating a precedent for throwing upon this Country a 
purely local expense of a kind we have not hitherto borne, tho' I have always 
thought it w3 be very good policy if this Country did pay the salaries of the 
Governors generally— However with a falling revenue & an increasing expendi
ture no change of that sort can now be thought of unless the Colonies in return 
took upon themselves some of the Military & Naval expense incurred for their 
defence— 

I have omitted to mention that I have offered the L* Gov11* of S* Lucia to 
Captain Darling. I shall probably hear by the next packet whether he accepts 
it— With regard to your brother I can assure you that I sha be very glad indeed 
if I ca offer him any similar situation that wa be likely to be acceptable to him 
but the difficulty of doing so I fear w4 be very great, nor do I see any present 
prospect of my having it in my power— 

I am exceedingly sorry to hear of Mary's having suffered so severely from 
toothache, pain of so severe a kind & the want of sleep must I fear have retarded 
her complete recovery.— If Col. Bruce is again in London before he returns to 
Canada I trust that I shall see him, I hear that he is now in Scotland— I w3 

have asked him to stop here in his way only that he probably will have his time 
so fully occupied among his own friends & relations that I thought it unfair to 
propose t M him to give up any of it to a visit to strangers— 

Yours 

(Signed) GREY. 

The 

Earl of ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 

Sep* 30/47 

La Grey to La Elgin— 
1 See above p. 60. This letter is not in the collection. 
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[Original MS] 
FALLS OE NIAGARA, Oct 13/47 

M Y DEAR GREY, i 

We avail ourselves of George's1 departure for England to charge him with [ 
a packet for you. The regular post which describes a circuit by Montreal 
having left this point some days ago. Our tour has been thus far prosperous 
in all respects except weather, wh has been by no means favorable.— I attended 
a great agricultural Meeting at Hamilton last week and had an opportunity of 
expressing my sentiments at a dinner in the presence of 6 or 700 substantial 
Upper Canada Yeomen— A body of men not easily to be matched. I t is indeed 
a glorious country! And after passing, as I have done within the last fortnight 
from the citadel of Quebec to the Falls of Niagara, rubbing shoulders the while 
with its free & perfectly independent inhabitants, one begins to doubt whether 
it be possible to acquire a sufficient knowledge of man or Nature, or to obtain i 
an insight into the future of Nations without visiting America 

I left at Montreal the Gentlemen deputed from the Lower Provinces to t 
discuss the Post Office arrangements. They presented themselves I regret to 
say under auspices by no means favorable. Sir J. Harvey named Mr. Johnston2 

the Att. Gen1 to represent Nova Scotia at the conference and probably he could 
not well do otherwise — But he writes to me by that Gentlemen himself to say 
that the late General Election has so altered the complexion of the House of 
Assembly that M r Johnston's advocacy of any specific plan will be very likely \ 
to cause its rejection—Sir. W. Colebrooke appoints Mr. Hazan3 a good sort 
of man but a non paid official, apparently very lukewarm on the subject, who 
tells me that he left New Brunswick in a hurry without consulting his colleagues • 
and that consequently he can bind the Provincial Executive to nothing.— 

I had nevertheless a good deal of discussion with these Gentlemen before 
I started on my tour, & I left M r Cayley and M r Johnston (for M r Hazan had ' 
already departed) engaged in drawing up a projet lsic} which will be submitted > 
to me on my return. — 

Yrs very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
Oct. 13/47 ^ 
La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private and Confidential MONTREAL 

Earl Grey 0 c t 2 9 / 4 7 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I should be sorry if you could imagine that in naming my brother to you 
or in alluding to the subjeet of my travelling expenses I intended to take advan-

1 Lord Durham, see above p. 49 note 1. ' 2 J . W. Johnetone. 3 R. L. Hazen. 
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tage of any disposition to do me a favor on personal grounds by which you 
might be supposed to be actuated— You were good enough to give me the 
situation I now fill at a time when I was hardly acquainted with you, & I have 
the satisfaction of believing that in making the app* you could be influenced 
by public considerations only. Subsequent events have not affected the relation 
in wM we stand towards each other officially, & I have accordingly always 
declined to be the medium of transmitting applications which persons, pre
suming on the connexion which subsists between us, have requested me to 
forward to you. 

The case of my Brother is peculiar or I should not have called yr attention 
to it— He is not new to the service having been employed by y. predecessors— 
and I have to reproach myself with having recommended him to give up the 
Gov* of Newfoundland (at a time when I thought he could not have proceeded 
thither without serious injury to his health,) for a situation for which he seems 
t M have been unfitted. 

With respect to my official income I am sorry that you should already 
have had so much trouble and I do not wish you to take further steps in the 
matter. I certainly came here with the impression that my income would 
amount to £7000 a year of British money, and that I should have at least the 
same facilities for transporting myself from place to place as I had in Jamaica 
where water carriage was always provided for the Govr at the expense of the 
Imperial Treasury. In these expectations I have been disappointed, and I 
labor under the further disadvantage of having to suceed a Gov1 General 
who had the command of large private means which he liberally applied to 
eke out the defects of his salary. Nothing however can be less agréable to 
me than to ask you to press a claim of this description— For the time that I 
remain here I shall endeavor th [slc] get on as I best can. 

My tour through the Upper Province has been entirely satisfactory to me— 
I do not trouble you with the descriptions and addresses which fill the news
papers although they are I may say without exception gratifying and encour
aging: but I send the leading article of the Herald of this day—an influential 
paper,—independent, though Conservative—published in Montreal— If it 
represents faithfully public opinion on this point I may hope that I have not 
altogether failed in obtaining that place in the estimation of the inhabitants 
of the Province which the Gov1 Geni1 ought to occupy. 

Mary has I am happy to say derived much benefit from her tour— Very 
truly Yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 
Oct. 29/47 
La Elgin 
R*ea Nov116 

1 Originally " I "—scratched out and "the Gov1 Gen1" substituted. 
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[Enclosure] 

We have little of importance to relate, since the departure of the British 
mail on the 13th instant. The political calm, which then prevailed, continues 
undisturbed, saving by, so far as we can learn, groundless rumours on the 
subject of a dissolution of the present Parliament, which stands prorogued until 
the 25th proximo, but not to be then summoned for despatch of business. The 
general impression continues, that a short Session will be held in February, and 
that, as the Parliament dies a natural death, in October, 1848, a general election 
will, most probably, be held during the summer—what the result of that election 
will be, we do not feel competent to predict; but that His Excellency's present 
Cabinet, has but a slight and precarious hold upon the good opinion and con
fidence of their supporters, is a fact abundantly evident. In the meantime, 
Lord Elgin, by his indefatigable attention to business, his prudence and circum
spection, his invariable and unostentatious courtesy, is securing for himself, 
from all parties, that reliance upon his integrity as a man, and his wisdom as 
a statesman, which does not always accompany the respect, that must ever be 
felt towards the representative of the Crown. The result, so far, of His Lord
ship's Government has, most assuredly, been to soothe those political and party 
asperities, which have so long been the bane and curse of Canada,—destructive 
alike to its material and moral advancement—and, although every attempt to 
combine, in one Cabinet, upon fair and honorable terms, the acknowledged 
leaders of the British and French parties—whose differences are not political, 
however strongly they may deny it—although every such attempt has hitherto 
failed, we trust, the time is not far distant, when Lord Elgin will succeed, in 
surrounding himself with advisers, enjoying the confidence and esteem of the 
great majority of Canadians of both origins. Success in such an undertaking, 
will entitle him to the lasting gratitude of a united and, therefore, of a pros
perous and a happy people. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Extract of Lord Grey's letter to Ld Elgin dated Novr 8/47 

" I am sorry that the Post Office convention does not begin under favorable 
auspices. The subject is a most important one & if well settled might lead to 
other improvements— 

I have written you by this Mail a Despatch1 containing rather a sharp 
answer to your Executive Council2 about emigration, wh. is I think about as 
unreasonable as anything I ever read, I hope to be able to write you a much fuller 

1 I n this despatch Lord Grey contended that par t of the expense of the immigration must 
be borne by the Province and, with regard to the interest due on the debt of the Province, he 
pointed out that the Executive 'Council should take steps to meet this obligation!—" remem
bering that a failure to meet t ha t payment with punctuality would probably have the effect 
of rendering i t impossible for Hue Province hereafter, for any objects, however important, 
to resort for assistance to the money market of this Country, except upon terms of great 
disadvantage. (Grey to Elgin, S Nov., 1847, No. 1S5, G. 129, p. S08). 

2 The minute of the Executive Oouneil is of 4 October, 1847, and reads as follows:— 
" O n the application of M r Hawke, for £6450 for Emigration expenses; also 

on that of the Board of Health at Toronto for £2000 to repay disbursements and 
current expenses of Emigrant Hospital,- also on that of the Emigrant Commission 
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[Enclosure] 

Despatch upon this subject by the next mail. I am in communication upon it 
with the L. & E. Comrs who have drawn up a report wh. with some alterations 
that I have Suggested will I think form a very useful document to be laid before 
your Pari* — In the mean time I hope you have been turning your mind to the 
•subject & considering what steps you can take on your side of the water to render 
the occupation of the Territory more systematic. I am convinced that the prin
ciples wh. I have endeavoured to state in my various Despatches of the earlier 
part of this year are sound, & that the difficulties of applying them however 
great they may appear are capable of being surmounted by judiciously adapting 
the means employed to the peculiar circumstances of the Country— 
You will see by the Newspapers that we have been compelled to call Pari* 
together for the 18tb I cannot tell you how I dislike the prospect of its meeting 
but under all the circumstances it was inevitable— When do you propose meet
ing your Pari*? Not I suppose till the New Year & when it comes it is not I 
hope such a bore as ours— We shall be perfectly bewildered by the nonsense 
people will talk about currency a subject wh. provokes longer speeches with less 

•On the at Montreal for £1500 on Account of disbursements of last month; also on that of 
application of the Quebec Hospital for £1000':— 
Several Bodies The Inspector General .has .the honor to observe with reference to these appli
cative to cations that they are for advances immediately needed to defray the most 
Emigration, for pressing claims, but will by no means cover all the engagements up to this 
.certain sums of date which the several authorities have entered into for forwarding the Emi-
money.for grants, and providing for the Sick; And also that the Emigrant Agent for Upper 
Emigration Canada has stated that he will be called upon very shortly to make a claim for a 
expenses. considerable Sum to defray expenses in .that portion of the Portion of the 

Province. 

The Amount disbursed from the Provincial Chest 
to the close of September is £6*89-5.10. 2 

Amount received has been from Emigration Tax £17000 
Prom Imperial Funds from 'Commissary General 

for expenses of 1847 12-166.13. 4 
£29166 13 4 

£35729-. 5 10 

To enable the Provincial Chest to meet .this Outlay, the Sum of £35000 has 
been Advanced by the Montreal Bank—the Provincial Surplus revenues being 
wholly absorbed by the demand to carry on the Public Works: and i t will be 
necessary to raise a further loan from the Bank to meet the applications now made, 
and make provision for the future—as the greater proportion of these advances 
will have to be repaid a t Short dates the Province will not be in a position to 
keep faith with the Public Creditor, unless these Sums are Speedily reimbursed to 
her—much time would be saved and the Arrangement Simplified if the Sum of 
£40,000 or £50,000 were placed to the credit of the Province with the Bank of 
England which might Ibe made applicable to the payment of her Semi Annual 
Dividends .there, while She disburses the equivalent within the Province to Sustain 
this helpless Emigration. 

The Committee respectfully Submit that a further Loan (be negociated with the 
Bank of Montreal payable a t three months' date t o meet these first Demands— 
and that the Substance of the Inspector General's Memorandum be transmitted 
to the Imperial Authorities, humbly yet urgently praying tha t Her Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to Sustain the Province in its exertions to provide for the 
•Sick and helpless Emigration that has been poured into the Country. 

All which is respectfully Submitted. 

By Order. 

Executive Council Chamber,! 
Montreal, 4th October, 1847J 

(Signed) W. MOEEIS, 
P . of C" 

(Canada, State Booh, G, p. 479) 
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understanding than any I know— Have you heard how unsound the much 
lauded system of Scotch Banking has proved to be in this crisis, & how narrowly ^ 
by the assistance of the Bank of England & English Houses the West of Scot
land has escaped such a crash as has seldom if ever been heard of— Í 

i 

[Endorsed] 

Novr 3/47 

Extract of letter from La Grey * 
to La Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
C. 0 . 

Nov™ 18/47 
M Y DEAE ELGIN 

I received two days ago your letter of Oct. 29 & I was very glad to 
hear so good an account of your proceedings.— I assure you that I did not 
suppose in what you have said to me upon the subject you mention you f 
intended to take advantage of your personal claims upon me, but I was 
anxious you sha know the difficulties with wh. I have to contend in doing what 
I wish, for with regard t n your travelling expenses in particular I think that 
on public grounds they ought to be given t ^ you— I t is in my opinion very bad 
policy to pay our Colonial Gov*8 as ill as we do, since this prevents such 
appointai*8 being any object to persons of the kind that their importance requires. 
Various circumstances render it impossible to change this system, but I am 
always anxious that the advantages of the important Govnts sha be increased, 
& that at all events the holders sha not be put to. expense in the performance 
of their public duties, I had therefore no difficulty in strongly recommending 
officially to the T17 that your travelling Expenses sha be paid, & they are prepared 
to assent so far as your expenses out of Canada that is in visiting the Lower 
Provinces are concerned, but they are afraid of the precedent of taking upon 
this Country the cost of your journies in Canada wh. the Province clearly ought 
to pay, as it w3 tend to encourage that disposition wh. is so universal in all 
the Colonies to throw upon the B s i Treasury any charges they possibly can. 
What I sha think the best arrangement w"1 be that the Province sha undertake a 
portion of its own Military expenses & that then this Country sha pay the Govr3 

salary wh. if so paid might be fixed at a rate proportioned to the incomes of 
men holding high positions here instead of upon the transatlantic scale wh. 
is almost of necessity adopted if the charge is defrayed by the Colony. If your 
salary were £10000 a year wh. w4 not be higher than it ought to be considering 
the Expenses to wh. you are subject & the sacrifice you make in living away from 
your own country, the charge if thrown upon the Colony wa be a perpetual 
subject of declamation to every man who thought he could get a little popularity 
by contrasting the extravagant salary of the Govr General with that of the 
President of the United States—- Under the existing arrangement any fit man 
accepting the office does I think a very great favor to the Gov11* wh. is not quite 
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the relation in wh. the parties ought to be to each other— I felt this very 
strongly before I was acquainted with you, & since from observing how you 
have conducted this most important Govn* I have thought myself most for
tunate in having it placed in your hands, I also rejoice exceedingly t[0j see 
that you are appreciated by your temporary Subjects1 who will I firmly believe 
derive very Great benefit from your rule— 
I have been interrupted so repeatedly while writing this that I have not time 
to enter into some other subjects on wh. I sha have been glad to have written 
to you particularly on that of Emigratn—My Despatch Mpon this subject 
I have not been able to get ready in time for this mail but I send you the Draft 
of the Report1 wh. the Comrs have made to me by my desire for the purpose of 
being transmitted. I t is not my intention to adopt exactly their suggestions, 
but rather to recommend to the Provincial Legislatures to pass Laws making 
it the interest of shipowners & brokers to bring out passengers in good health 
by doubling the emigration tax on all ships forced by sickness to be put in 
quarantine, & increasing it still more if the quarantine is prolonged. By this 
êà raising the tax upon the .old & on women & children the Province wa be 
enabled to better meet the burthen wh. these classes impose upon it— However 
I must reserve this for another opportunity. 

I have just received the enclosed2 from L" Campbell. I cannot find any 
memorandum of my having written to you upon the subject & I fear I must 
have omitted to do so, unless (wh. I rather believe) I gave you when you went 
away a memorandum upon the subject— Will you be so good as to give me 
an answer wh. I may send to La C. I believe it is a case in wh. you can do more 
for him— When does your Pari* meet? 

[&c] 

Signed GREY 
His Excy 

The EAEL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 
Nov* 18/47 

La Grey to L a Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL 

Nov. 12/47 
MY DEAB GBEY 

I have not much news to send by this mail— Fever cases among lead
ing persons in the community here still continue to excite much comment 
and alarm. This day the Mayor of Montreal3 died, a very estimable man 
who did much for the emigrants— and to whose firmness and philanthrophy 

See Appendix I T . 
, Not in the collection. 
3 J . E. Mills. 
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we chiefly owe it that the Immigrant sheds here were not tossed into the river 
by the people of the Town during the summer. He has fallen a victim to his 
zeal on behalf of the[8e] poor plague stricken strangers, having died of ship 
fever caught at the Shed. Col. Calvert1 is lying dangerously ill at Quebec his 
life despaired of— Meanwhile great indignation is aroused by the arrival of 
vessels from Ireland with additional cargoes of Immigrants, some in a very 
sickly state— after our Quarantine Station is shut up for the season. Unfor
tunately, the last arrived brings out Lord Palmerston's tenants— I send the 
commentaries on this contained in this day's newspapers.— My ministers are 
thinking seriously of a dissolution during the winter— I see no objection to the 
measure, and I have told them that if they advise it I shall not refuse my assent. 
The Par* dies a natural death next autumn and the opposition have been calling 
loudly for a dissolution ever since I came to the country. Their plea is that 
this Par* was unfairly elected under the personal influence of Ld Metcalfe, and 
that with a majority of only one or two a Ministry cannot carry measures for 
the good of the Province— I think therefore that if my Ministers recommend 
it nobody else will find fault with a Dissolution during the winter. My ministers 
know that I am determined to maintain my constitutional neutrality and that 
I am not to be dragged into the lists. As you may like to see the manifesto w. 
the French opposition have put forth I enclose it. 

All well here, 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 

Nov. 12/47 

La Elgin to Ld Grey 

[Enclosures] 

No. 1 

QUEBEC, NOVEMBER 11, 1847 

BIAGBANT INHUMANITY 

But too frequently this season, the press of Canada has been called upon 
to expose acts of wanton heartlessness connected with the expatriation of the 
hosts sent from Great Britain to this colony, starving, fever-striken, and dying. 
The exposure of these facts has been unheeded at home; and this disregard of 
a justifiable appeal—not always made in direct terms, but ever-implied, by the 
publication of countless cases of misery and the appalling list of mortality con
sequent upon such indiscriminate transportation—has resulted not only in the 
sacrifice of an immense number of emigrants, but the deprivation to the several 
cities and towns throughout British North America of some—nay many—of 
the most valuable members of their respective communities. 

1 See above pp. SI, 62, and Selow, Appendice III. 
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This proceeding—this reckless waste of life, must be checked; and if the 
public authorities in Great Britain charged with the superintendence of emigra
tion will not, or cannot, ensure the requisite precautions for the safety and wel
fare of all parties concerned, it becomes the imperative duty of our colonial 
legislatures to bestir themselves to protect those whose interests they are 
appointed to guard. 

That the expatriation of the poverty-stricken of Great Britain has been 
systematized and most zealously carried out is beyond dispute; and that mer
cenary motives, alone, have dictated their transmission hither is equally certain. 
In support of our assertions we have only to refer to the Lord Ashburton, a vessel 
which sailed from Liverpool on the 13th of September with passengers. But 
we have yet a more striking, and a more melancholy, proof to record;—it is 
that of the Richard Watson, from Sligo, with 169 passengers, which (after a 
quick run) arrived here on Sunday last. 

We must premise our sad narrative by stating that these poor creatures 
were tenants of Lord Palmerston, and sent out by his agent, Mr. Smith. The 
tenants already sent out this year from this nobleman's state had almost become 
a by-word for wretchedness. Of these passengers, about one fourth were males, 
the remainder women and children; and we have been assured by a gentleman 
who saw them when they arrived in port that a more destitute and helpless set 
have not come out this year. They were penniless and in rags, without shoes or 
stockings, and lying upon the bare boards—not having even straw! When the 
Health Officer visited them he saw, among other visible instances of destitution, 
three poor children—infants we might say, from their age—sitting on the bare 
deck, perfectly naked, huddled together shivering; the only covering for the 
three being a scant piece of blanket thrown over the group! The mother is a 
widow, and in rags,—not possessed of a farthing, and, as we understand, not 
knowing where to get one. Her youngest child is about two years old. One 
poor girl (who was sent to the Marine Hospital,—where seven from the vessel 
were sent) was so naked she had to be supplied with a garment made from a 
biscuit bag! and we have heard from a gentleman who saw her land that this 
appeared to be her only covering. Some of the men's attire wore no semblance 
of tailor's work, their shreds being tied together with cord. We have been 
informed that not one of the steerage passengers owned a box. 

The harrowing interest of our too sad narrative is complete when we state 
that this vessel sailed for Quebec on the 27TH SEPTEMBER! 

These are facts which speak for themselves. They need no comment. The 
date of sailing itself is sufficiently expressive; as, in the generality of seasons, the 
St. Lawrence at the period of their arrival might possibly have been filled with 
ice, and these poor creatures been subjected to all the misery of intense cold, 
not to speak of the chances of shipwreck. 

To prove how ill-prepared are the immigrants of this year to meet the 
coming severity of our climate, we are enabled to cite an example. In the 
month of September lasin-when the frost of the season was apparent—an 
emigrant who had been employed in the country parts had both legs frozen; 

8337—6 
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the one he has lost below the knee, and the other has been saved with the sacrifice 
of his toes. This is sufficiently demonstrative of the fate which awaits the 
multitude which will gradually be discharged from hospital this winter. ^ 

If, therefore, we have the sick and the convalescents to provide for, during 
the winter season, who is to succour the paupers thrown among us? 

Can it be supposed that our fellow colonists will submit to this wholesale and 
iniquitous transfer of an obligation, only to be met in the shape of a tax— 
voluntary or otherwise as circumstances may determine. No. And this mono
syllable must be expressive. , 

No. 2 
MONTREAL ¿ 

SUMMARY FOR THE MAIL 

In politics we have little of importance. There are still rumours of the > 
approaching dissolution of Parliament; but nothing certain is yet known. 

The late news from England, by the "Caledonia," has, of course, thrown 
a deep gloom over our commercial affairs. » 

To-day this feeling of disquiet is increased by the arrival of farther J 
news of a similar kind by the " Washington." 

The manner in which the exportation of wretched creatures from Ireland ' 
has been pushed to the very extreme of the season, has filled up the full 
measure of disgust felt throughout Canada, at the shameful disregard of the 
most sacred obligations, which can alone account for the non-interference of 
the authorities, at home. , 

So late as the 30th of October, the " Lord Ashburton " arrived at Grosse I 
Isle with a cargo of 475 emigrants, of whom no less than 107 had died on the ' 
voyage. Sixty more were sick, and on board the steamer to which the pas
sengers were transferred, five deaths occurred between the quarantine ground 
and Quebec. Many of the passengers by this vessel have since arrived in Mont- ¡ 
real, and have the most wretched appearance. The vessel was from the West j> 
of Ireland, and a large portion of the passengers are said to be from Lord 
Palmerston's estates. What they • are to do here this winter, it is impossible 
to say: there seems to be no other resource for them than public charity. Had 
it not been that the present season is unusually mild, there is great reason 
to believe that few of them would have escaped death from the cold in the 
Gulph. Up to this time, however, the weather has continued fine and open; 
and they have escaped one danger, only to fall, in too many instances, by the 
stroke of fever. Yesterday, the 10th of November, yet another emigrant ship 
reached Quebec, from Sligo. 

The mortality has been that of an army: on the passage, 3,900; at Grosse 
Isle, 3,452; in ships at Quarantine, 1,282; at the Marine Hospital, Quebec, 
1,000; making 9,634; and this fearful account does not inelude the deaths at the 
Sheds and Hospital in Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, Bytown and Hamilton; 
or those which have occurred unnoticed and unknown, by the way side, and in 
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the small taverns of the country parts. In Montreal, the average number of 
sick in the Hospital, during the week ending November 6th, has been 702; 
and the deaths 66. 

The expenses defrayed out of the Provincial chest for this object must be 
enormous. We have heard them calculated at no less than a quarter of a 
million; but this is probably an exaggeration, but there will still be a huge 
charge for the Imperial Government to foot. Money is, still, not the worst 
loss; the destruction of valuable lives is esteemed a far greater calamity. To 
the numerous list of victims, we have lately had to add Dr. Racey, an old and 
highly esteemed surgeon, of Quebec, and Mr. McElderry, the Emigrant Agent 
at Toronto. Among the sick, we have J. E. Mills, Esq., the Mayor of this 
city, whose unremitting attention to the unfortunate creatures at the Sheds, 
has at last brought him to a bed of sickness,—perhaps of death. We hear to
day that Col. Calvert has also been attacked at Quebec. 

No. 3 

HAMILTON 

YESTERDAY the sheds were closed against the admission of necessitous 
emigrants, in accordance with orders from Mr. HAWKB, the chief Emigrant 
Agent for Western Canada. The Hospital has also been closed against the 
admission of new cases. All the patients who can be removed, are to be sent 
to Toronto. About 80 patients will remain here, being too ill to be removed. 

The determination of the Emigrant Department not to afford any farther 
relief to the poor and sickly emigrants, will bear particularly hard on this 
city, which seems to have been made a sort of rallying point for those who 
cannot get employment in this section of the country. Some idea may be 
formed of the evil which exists, when we state, on the authority of the Health 
Officer, that there are one thousand -persons sick and destitute within the limits 
of the City! Many of these wretched beings are huddled together in damp 
cellars without food or clothing I Disease will surely result from this lament
able state of the poor emigrants,—contagion will spread, and the wealthiest 
and healthiest will have to take his chance with the poor and weakly. This 
is not all of the evil. Every day the poor emigrants are seen coming into 
the city to seek that shelter for the winter which they cannot find in the 
country. 

This is a state of matters which the people of this city should strongly 
protest against. The inhumanity and heartlessness of parties in the mother 
country, have been the cause of overwhelmning us with disease and poverty. 
•The Imperial Government has not done its duty towards us. There was no 
attention paid to the number and health of the emigrants. I t seemed the only 
object was to get rid of the poor, that they might not be a drag on the rich. 
They are bound therefore to relieve us from the pecuniary infliction—the pen
alty of disease we unhappily must bear. 

8337-6Í 
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Early in the Spring it was announced by Lord JOHN RUSSELL that no 
additional inducement would be offered to emigrants, but that the GOVERNOR 

GENERAL would be permitted to draw on the Imperial Treasury for whatever 
might be required for the support of the destitute emigrants, after their arrival 
in Canada. 

We can scarcely think his EXCELLENCY will feel himself warranted in with
drawing support, if he were aware of the fact, that, notwithstanding indi
vidual charity, unparalleled misery—starvation—crime—will be the conse
quences of leaving the wretched emigrants to their fate. 

No. 4 

LA MINERVE, 15 NOVEMBRE 1847 

MANIFESTE 

ADRESSÉ 

Au PEUPLE DU CANADA 

PAR LE COMITÉ CONSTITUTIONNEL DE LA RÉFORME ET DU PROGRÈS 

Concitoyens, 
Les électeurs de la cité et du comté de Québec, justement alarmés de la 

condition sociale et politique du pays, se sont assemblés le 28 juin et le 29 juillet 
dernier, et ont posé les bases d'une association destinée à veiller aux intérêts 
politiques du pays et à promouvoir les intérêts matériels du district de Québec 
en particulier. 

Cette association est depuis cette dernière date régulièrement constituée à 
Québec sous le nom de " comité constitutionnel de la réforme et du progrès," 
et c'est en son nom que nous vous invitons à vous associer sur tous les points du 
pays dans le but de surveiller et la politique générale, et les mesures d'intérêt 
purement local, négligées en beaucoup d'endroits par un gouvernement qui fait 
de toute entreprise publique, un moyen de corruption et un prétexte pour la 
dilapidation du trésor commun. 

Par une des résolutions unanimement adoptées par l'assemblée du 29 juillet, 
il est déclaré " que le nombre des membres de l'assemblée législative du Canada 
"est insuffisant pour représenter complètement et fidèlement les vœux et les 
"besoins du peuple de cette province, et qu'il n'est point proportionné à la 
"population du pays déjà considérable et qui s'accroît rapidement," et il est 
" instamment recommandé au comité " de prendre toutes les mesures qu'il croira 
" propres à obtenir une représentation plus nombreuse et plus en rapport avec la 
" population des diverses parties du pays." 

Un rapide eoup-d'œil sur notre histoire politique et sur notre situation 
présente devra nous convaincre de la vérité de cette assertion et de l'urgence de 
cette réforme que nous n'hésitons point à déclarer indispensable au bon gouverne
ment, à la paix et à la prospérité de cette province. 

Sous l'ancienne constitution du Bas-Canada, la majorité de l'assemblée 
législative représentait réellement la majorité des habitants; mais une minorité 
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très-petite représentée dans la chambre par une minorité correspondante, formait 
exclusivement le conseil exécutif du governeur, exempt par-là même de toute 
responsabilité envers le peuple, composait de même presqu'exelusivement le con
seil législatif, et se fesait gloire de gouverner en opposition constante aux vœux 
de la majorité des habitants du pays, tels qu'exprimés par la majorité de leurs 
représentants. 

Ce système de gouvernement était poussé à un tel point que par ses résolu
tions et son adresse au roi du 1er avril 1833, le conseil législatif avouait publique
ment la mission de représenter les intérêts d'une minorité des habitants du 
parlement qui suivit immédiatement; ceux des membres de la chambre d'assem
blée qui soutenaient l'administration prenaient le nom de " membres de l'oppo
sition." 

Un état de choses à-peu-près semblable régnait dans le Haut-Canada, et le 
sésultat [sic] de ce régime a été dans les deux provinces une insurrection par
tielle, à la suite de laquelle le Bas-Canada s'est vu privé du régime constitutionnel 
et électif, et livré franchement cette fois à une législature purement arbitraire, 
qui durait encore à l'époque où la chambre élective du Haut-Canada discutait 
et acceptait les bases d'une réunion législative des deux provinces. 

Lord Durham, qui, dans cet intervalle avait été investi lui-même de cette 
autorité presque sans limites, déclara que cet état de choses n'était " qu'une 
subjugation temporaire et forcée," et il supputa de plus qu'il en " coûterait à la 
Grande-Bretagne, au calcul le plus bas, l'addition annuelle d'un million de livres 
sterling à ses dépenses coloniales, pour tenter de rendre un pareil système 
permanent." 

Il déclara en même temps " que l'ancienne constitution (dont il sígnala tous 
les défauts) avait si mal opéré que ni l'un ni l'autre des partis politiques n'en 
souffrirait le rétablissement, et qu'aucun ami de l'ordre et de la liberté ne saurait 
désirer voir la province de nouveau, soumise à son influence pernicieuse." 

" Quant à tous les plans, qui proposent de faire d'une " minorité réelle, une 
"majorité électorale, par le moyen de modes nouveaux et étranges de voter, ou 

de divisions injustes du pays " (ajoutait le haut-commissaire de Sa Majesté), 
je me bornerai à dire que s'il faut que les Canadiens soient privés d'un gouver
nement représentatif, il serait beaucoup mieux de le faire d'une manière franche 
et directe que d'essayer d'établir un système permanent de gouvernement sur 
une base que le monde entier regarderait comme de vraies fraudes électorales. 
Ce n'est pas dans l'Amérique Septentrionale que l'on peut duper les gens par un 
faux semblant de gouvernement représentatif, ou qu'on peut leur faire croire 
qu on l'emporte sur eux par le nombre, tandis que de fait, ils sont défranchisés." 

Ce dernier système ainsi qualifié à l'état d'hypothèse est précisément celui 
qui a été mis en pratique depuis sept ans et sous lequel nous vivons. Les termes 
qu'employait lord Durham en 1839 pour flétrir une simple proposition, s'appli
quent identiquement à l'ordre de choses qui existe en 1847. 

Une minorité gouverne, tout comme elle gouvernait sous l'ancien régime, 
avec cette différence qu'au moyen de fraudes électorales, elle est devenue une 
majorité électorale, quoique faible et douteuse; et elle s'est emparée de toutes les 
branches de la législature. D'injustes divisions du pays ont été faites. De 
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vastes comtés ont été réunis et fondus ensemble; tandis que des comtés, jouissant 
d'une population moindre de moitié, ont été divisés en plusieurs. Des petites 
villes, des bourgs de 2,000 ou 4,000 âmes ont été doués du privilège d'élire un 
représentant, et ont acquis une importance politique que leurs habitants n'avaient 
jamais rêvée. Des comtés de 64,000 ou de 45,000 âmes, qui envoient un représen
tant au parlement, voient chaque jour la voix de ce représentant paralysé par le 
vote du représentant de quelqu'un de ces petits bourgs. Les six comtés de 
Montréal, de Québec, de Dorchester, de Huntingdon, de Saint Hyacinthe et des 
Deux Montagnes, avec une population réunie de 145,509 ( ) âmes, n'ont que le 
même nombre de représentants que les cinq petites villes de Cornwall, de Niagara, 
d'Hamilton, de Sherbrooke, et des Trois-Rivières, et le comté de Russell, qui 
forment en tout une population de 16,162 âmes seulement. Enfin l'administration 
actuelle compte une ou deux voix de majorité dans l'assemblée législative, tandis 
que ses partisans ne représentent que 472,201 individus, et que ses adversaires 
en représentent 795,177 ! 

D'un autre côté, les élections pour le premier parlement depuis la réunion 
législative des deux Canadas, faites la plupart par la violence, le défranchissement, 
le choix de localités inaccessibles, l'intervention de bandes armées et stipendiées; 
et l'élection pour la cité de Montréal pour le second parlement en 1844, où d'autres 
bandes armées et organisées sous les yeux du gouvernement et aidées des troupes 
régulières ont assuré l'élection de deux hommes, qui n'auraient jamais pu se pro
curer la majorité des voix dans une élection libre et paisible; tous ces faits consti
tuent indubitablement des modes nouveaux et étranges de voter. 

Ces maux ont été infligés à la masse de la population du pays par suite des 
idées erronées, qui ont pu résulter, chez les hommes d'état de la métropole, d'un 
injuste parallèle entre les races d'hommes qui habitent cette partie de la province, 
d'une exagération également injuste de leurs antipathies nationales réciproques, 
et d'une conclusion (contredite cependant par les détails du tableau qu'il avait 
fait) en faveur d'une race contre l'autre, par le haut personnage à qui nous venons 
de faire allusion, et qui dans le même document que nous venons de citer, s'efforce 
en vain d'amalgamer des principes constitutionnels de la plus haute sagesse à de 
regrettables préventions. Quelques-uns ont même avoué le dessein de punir la po
pulation française du Bas-Canada d'une insurrection partielle, provoquée par 
quarante-huit années d'un état de choses déclaré pernicieux et imposé à cette 
colonie par le gouvernement impérial et ses agents. Des intrigues mercantiles, 
dénoncées dans la chambre des lords dans ces termes mêmes, par lord Gosford, qui 
avait été le dernier gouverneur du Bas-Canada, contribuèrent aussi à la passation 
de l'acte du parlement-uni de la Grande-Bretagne et d'Irlande, 3 et 4 Victoria, 
chapitre 35. 

Par cet acte, deux provinces entièrement différentes de religion, de langage, 
de lois, de mœurs, d'habitudes sociales et politiques, auxquelles on avait créé à 
dessein une existence séparée, furent réunies en une seule sans le consentement 
de l'une d'elles, et malgré l'opposition formelle exprimée par les 40,000 signatures 
apposées aux requêtes solennelles des habitants du Bas-Canada. 
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Que les états métropolitains se croient permis de ce jouer des destinées de 
leurs colonies, qu'ils pensent, pouvoir y établir aujourd'hui un régime, et demain, 
un autre régime suivant que les phases de leur propre politique paraissent 
l'exiger; la force seule peut leur garantir la durée de pareils arrangemens. Une 
société coloniale ou autre régulièrement constituée et reconnue par une longue 
existence politique ne saurait être contre son gré réunie à une autre société sans 
que cela constitue un de ces abus de pouvoir que rien ne saurait légitimer. Il est 
bien vrai que l'on a inventé le terme commode de fait accompli, pour pallier tem
porairement l'injustice, mais on a vu même après des siècles, le sentiment de 
cette injustice se réveiller; tous les maux, toutes les misères, toute la corruption 
de la société attribuée à la violence première; et le fait accompli, cité de nouveau 
au tribunal de l'opinion du monde civilisé. 

Dans le cas présent tout a concouru pour rendre moins légitime un acte 
arbitraire de sa nature. Les détails de l'acte ont été aussi mauvais que son prin
cipe. La population du Haut-Canada, moins nombreuse d'un tiers, a été douée 
d'une représentation égale à celle du Bas-Canada; une liste civile permanente a été 
imposée à la législature rendant par là illusoire son contrôle sur le gouvernement; 
une dette d'un million et demi contractée par et pour le Haut-Canada avant la 
réunion des provinces a été portée sur le fonds consolidé de la Province-Unie, et la 
langue française, langue de la majorité des habitanss [sic] du pays, langue 
admirée de l'univers entiers, imposée autrefois à l'Angleterre elle-même, a été 
exclue des archives parlementaire, et du texte des lois. 

Non seulement on a violemment changé la condition politique de plus d'un 
demi million d'hommes, tous, sujets britanniques, descendants des deux plus gran
des nations du monde, occupant un des territoires les plus anciennement colonisés 
de l'Amérique, et plus vaste que celui de la mère-patrie, jouissant de fait d'une 
civilisation plus avancée que celle de la plupart des pays continentaux de l'Euro
pe, mais encore on a soumis cette population à la domination d'une autre popu
lation moindre par le nombre et qui ne lui est nullement supérieure en lumière et 
en industrie. 

Alors, même, que l'on proclamait une réunion législative, on semait les 
germes d'une longue division politique. On créait entre les sujets d'un même 
empire, habitant désormais une même province, une double distinction de natio
nalité et de localité. Un sujet britannique, habitant le Haut-Canada, est déclaré 
valoir plus politiquement, et a de fait une plus grande part de pouvoir public, 
et par la même plus de liberté qu'un de ses co-sujets résidant .dans le Bas-Canada. 
La masse entière de la population du Haut-Canada d'origine britannique est dé
clarée supérieure à la masse de la population du Bas-Canada, d'orine [sic] 
française, est dotée d'une plus forte proportion du pouvoir public, d'une plus 
grande part d'indépendance et de liberté. La nouvelle constitution décrétait en 
droit, et a établi en fait, l'oppression du Bas-Canada comme localité, l'oppression 
des Canadian-français comme race. 

L'esprit de parti a fréquemment attribué les plaintes des opprimés à un desu
de domination de leur part, et c'est en leur inspirant la crainte d'être tyran-
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nisés, à leur tour, par ceux même qu'ils tyrannisent; que les chefs d'une oligar
chie effraient et dominent leurs partisans. "L'injustice n'est point naturelle à 
l'homme (a dit un grand écrivain) et ce n'est qu'en lui faisant croire que sa 
liberté est en danger qu'on peut l'amener à attenter à la liberté d'autrui." Aussi 
parce que les Canadiens-français, maltraités comme tels, ont dû se plaindre et 
faire allusion à leur origine, puisqu'on en fesait une démarcation d'infériorité, on a 
attribué leurs plaintes à la jalousie nationale on leur a supposé des vues exclusives 
que dément toute leur histoire politique: on a excité contre eux les préjugés natio
naux. 

Us n'étaient cependant point seuls à se plaindre. Plusieurs hommes d'origine 
britannique dans le Bas-Canada, distingués par leurs connaissances et leur expé
rience, réclamaient les libertés de tous, ne croyant point que l'oppression pût 
être bonne à quelque chose, et ne se consolaient point de se voir ravir une portion 
de leurs droits, en songeant que leurs concitoyens d'une autre origine était plus 
maltraités qu'eux. 

Leurs previsions étaient aussi sages que leur sentiments étaient généreux. 
La dégradation politique de la majorité des habitants du Bas-Canada n'a pu 
être opérée, qu'au détriment des intérêts locaux de cette partis de la province, 
et toutes les classes de la société en ont également souffert. Ceux qui dans 
l'administration provinciale ont prétendu représenter une minorité du Bas-
Canada n'ont de fait représenter que les intérêts ou les caprices de leurs 
collègues; ils ont été des instruments dans leurs mains, toujours prêts à être 
sacrifiés à l'accroissement de l'influence de ces derniers. Le jour est venu où 
la minorité des habitants du Bas-Canada doit comprendre que ses intérêts 
bien entendus sont les intérêts de celui de la prospérité morale et matérielle 
du pays, objet qui ne peut être atteint que par les sacrifices de tous préjugés 
et de toute antipathie nationale; par un effort commun pour le développement 
des vastes ressources qu'offre cette contrée à tous ces habitants. Elle doit 
être aussi convaincue que l'égalité politique est une condition indispensable 
à cette harmonie et à ce commun effort d'où dépend le bonheur de tous et que 
des avantages sectionnaires basés sur des fraudes électorales ne peuvent tourner 
comme ils n'ont tourné en effet qu'au détriment de ceux à qui ils sont destinés 
à servir de leurre et d'appât. 

Sept années ne sont pas encore écoulées et l'ordre de chose fondé sur une 
base injuste, donne déjà des sujets de plaintes aux hommes de toutes les ori
gines, de toutes les croyances, de toutes les opinions, de toutes les localités. 
Partout le mal est tellement incontestable qu'il ne reste plus de prétexte pour 
calomnier ceux qui se déclarent mécontens. Il n'y a point de principes qui 
tiennent ainsi les hommes qui se sont emparé du pouvoir; il n'y a point de 
dénomination politique qui puisse s'appliquer à leurs partisans; il n'y a point 
d'épithète injurieuse qui puisse être adressée à la masse du pays qui les répudie. 
Il y a pour toute distinction d'une part une corruption sans exemple, de l'autre 
une honnête et universelle indignation. 

Une seule chose aurait pu prévenir un résultat aussi déplorable, une stricte 
et sincère adhésion aux principes de gouvernement suivis dans la mère patrie, 
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et sans lesquels toute constitution coloniale quelque soit d'ailleurs la base de 
I la représentation ne sera jamais qu'une parodie, un instrument impuissant pour 

le bien, également fatal et aux colons, aux mains de qui on l'aura confié, et à 
la métropole qui leur aura fait un tel présent. 

Avec l'application de ces principes, même sous une répartition électorale 
< vicieuse l'opinion véritable du pays peut se faire jour, et les vœux de la majorité 

réelle se faire respecter de la majorité factice. Nous en avons eu une courte 
expérience. 

Les résolutions adoptées par l'assemblée législative le 3 septembre 1841, 
contiennent un exposé de ces principes; elles font époque dans nos annales 
parlementaires et sont conçues dans les termes suivants:— 

Io Résolu "que le plus important et le plus incontestable des droits poli-
í tiques du peuple de cette province est celui d'avoir un parlement provincial 

pour la protection de ses libertés, pour exercer une influence constitutionnelle 
sur les départements exécutifs de son gouvernement et pour législater [sic] sur 
toutes les matières du gouvernement intérieur." 

2° Résolu "que le chef du gouvernement exécutif de la province, étant 
! dans les limites de son gouvernement le représentant de son Souverain, est 

responsable aux autorités impériales seulement, mais que néanmoins nos affaires 
locales ne peuvent être conduites par lui qu'avec l'assistance et au moyen, par 
l'avis et d'après les informations d'officiers subordonnés dans la province." 

3° Résolu "que pour maintenir entre les différentes branches du parlement 
provincial l'harmonie qui est essentielle à la paix, au bien-être et au bon gouver
nement de la province, les principaux aviseurs du représentant du Souverain, 
constituant sous lui une administration provinciale, doivent être des hommes 
jouissant de la confiance des représantants du peuple, offrant ainsi une garantie 
que les intérêts bien entendus du peuple, que Notre Gracieuse Souveraine a 
déclaré devoir être en toute occasion la règle du gouvernement provincial seront 
fidèlement représentés et défendus." 

\ 4° Résolu "que le peuple de cette province a de plus le droit d'attendre 
de l'administration provinciale ainsi composée, qu'elle emploiera tous ses efforts 
à ce que l'autorité impériale dans ses limites constitutionnelles soit exercée de 

i la manière la plus conforme à ses vœux et à ses intérêts bien entendus." 
U n'y a dans ce document important aucune réserve pour des cas qui ne 

seraient point jugés offrir une importance adéquate; et l'on y a tout-à-fait 
omis de pourvoir à l'antagonisme qui pouvait se déclarer entre le représentant 
de la Souveraine d'une part, et ses conseillers jouissant de la confiance des repré
sentants du peuple de l'autre. L'assemblée législative qui a adopté ces réso
lutions par une majorité de 56 voix contre 7, et le gouvernement exécutif 
d'alors, qui, par un de ses membres, avait fait proposer ces résolutions, parais
saient également convaincus de l'importance de toutes nos affaires locales, et, 
bien loin de s'imaginer que le représentant de la Souveraine pût entretenir aucun 
mauvais vouloir contre ses conseillers, aussi longtemps qu'ils jouiraient de la 
confiance publique; bien loin surtout de croire que la responsabilité du gouver
neur envers les autorités métropolitaines doive diminuer en rien la responsabilité 
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de ses conseillers envers le peuple de cette colonie; on chargeait, par la dernière 
de ces résolutions, l'administration provinciale d'employer tous ses efforts pour 
que l'autorité impériale, dans ses limites constitutionnelles, fût exercée de la 
manière la plus conforme aux vœux et aux intérêts du peuple. 

L'un et l'autre de ces résultats ont été obtenus sous le gouvernement de sir 
Charles Bagot, et tandis que, d'une part, la plus grande tranquillité, la plus 
grande confiance régnaient d'un bout à l'autre du pays, l'administration qui fut 
formée par ce gouverneur tant regretté, tout en maintenant avec le gouverne
ment métropolitain l'harmonie et les bons rapports si désirables en toute cir
constance, a su par sa fermeté et son patriotisme assurer des concessions impor
tantes de la part de ce gouvernement; et, bien que quelques-unes aient été 
accordées depuis qu'elle s'est retirée du pouvoir, elles n'en sont pas moins pour 
la plus grande partie son ouvrage. 

Une majorité puissante dans l'assemblée législative assurait un gouvernement 
ferme et modéré, concédant progressivement au parti qui l'avait porté au pouvoir 
les justes réformes qu'il sollicitait, et ralliant autour de lui par sa sagesse ceux 
même qui auraient pu redouter son action politique. Une confiance réciproque 
régnait entre le représentant de la Souveraine et ses conseillers constitutionnels, 
forts de l'appui des représentants du peuple; enfin une harmonie parfaite existait 
entre les membres de cette administration. Ceux-ci, loin d'être uniquement 
préoccupés de rendre leur position collective et individuelle la plus durable 
possible (ce qui les aurait amenés à des sacrifices de principes d'un côté, et de 
l'autre à des intrigues personnelles dans le but de se soutenir les uns les autres), 
dès qu'ils ont vu que le successeur de sir Charles Bagot leur refusait le droit de 
consultation dans certaines affaires qu'il prenait sur lui de considérer comme 
n'étant point d'une importance suffisante, et avouait un avantage même, qui de 
sa part ne pouvait signifier rien autre chose qu'une détermination de se passer de 
leurs avis; ces conseillers, disons-nous, ont, dès ce moment, fait le sacrifice de leur 
position collective comme administration, offrant simultanément leur démis
sion; et ils ont tous, à l'exception d'un seul, fait le sacrifice de leur position 
individuelle en persévérant dans cette démarche. 

Les difficultés qui s'élevèrent entre le gouverneur et ses conseillers, dans le 
simple exposé des faits qui avaient été la cause de leur retraite, démontrèrent 
quel besoin ont ceux-ci, pour remplir fidèlement leur mandat, de la confiance 
entière de leurs constituants. Le gouverneur prétendait que ses conseillers 
avaient exigé de lui des stipulations inconstitutionnelles, qu'ils avaient émis la 
prétention de lui imposer leurs avis comme des lois, qu'enfin ils ne visaient à rien 
moins qu'à l'usurpation absolue de la prérogative royale. C'était d'ailleurs, 
selon lui un conflit d'opinion sur une théorie, une difficulté que l'on avait suscitée 
mal-à-propos, et que lui même n'avait point cherchée. Les conseillers, au 
contraire, prétendaient n'avoir insisté que sur le droit d'être consultés d'abord, 
d'être ensuite informés de la détermination du gouverneur après que celui-ci 
aurait pesé leur avis, libre à lui de ne pas le suivre, et libre à eux de ne pas 
accepter la responsabilité de sa décision, en ne demeurant pas au pouvoir. Ils 
affirmaient de plus " que la différence d'opinion entre le gouverneur et eux-mêmes 
n'existait point simplement en théorie: qu'elle avait amené non-seulement des 
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nominations à des charges contre leur avis, des nominations et des offres d'emploi, 
| qui n'avaient été en aucune manière portées à leur connaissance qu'après que 

l'occasion de donner leur avis à cet égard eût été passée; mais encore la détermi
nation de la part de Son Excellence de réserver pour l'expression du plaisir de 
Sa Majesté un bill introduit dans le parlement provincial à la connaissance et du 

' consentement de Son Excellence, comme mesure du gouvernement, sans informer 
les membres du conseil exécutif qu'il serait probablement réservé. Us se sont 
trouvés (ajoutaient-ils dans le mémoire rédigé par M. Lafontaine) dans la 
situation anormale, d'après leurs propres déclarations et leurs promesses solen
nelles et publiques d'être responsables de tous les actes du gouvernement exécutif 

1 au parlement, et en même temps privés non-seulement de l'occasion d'offrir leur 
, avis relativement à ces actes, mais encore de la connaissance de leur existence 
I jusqu'à ce qu'ils en eussent été informés par des voies privées et non-officielles." 

De prime abord des hommes, qui n'auraient pas joui parfaitement de la con
fiance de la majorité du pays, auraient lutté avec désavantage contre la parole 
et les protestations du gouverneur; et pour avoir fait leur devoir, ils auraient 

. peut-être été punis par un vote défavorable dans l'assemblée législative. Comme 
» au contraire, la majorité qui avait soutenu les ex-ministres pendant leur admi

nistration, l'avait fait par conviction et non par servilité, ils reçurent de cette 
majorité, après ce que l'on appelait leur disgrâce, un témoignage d'estime et de 
confiance que n'aurait certainement pas obtenu, dans de pareilles circonstances, 
un ministère fort seulement d'une ou deux voix de majorité, acquises et retenues 
par l'intrigue. Ce témoignage si flatteur est consigné dans la résolution suivante, 
passée dans l'assemblée législative le 2 décembre 1843, par une division de 46 
voix contre 23: 

Résolu—" Qu'il soit présenté une humble adresse à Son Excellence le gou
verneur général, pour lui exprimer humblement le vif regret qu'éprouve cette 
chambre en conséquence de la retraite de certains membres de l'administration 
provinciale sur la question du droit qu'ils réclament d'être consultés relativement 

i aux nominations aux emplois, que nous déclarons, sans hésiter, appartenir à la 
prérogative de la Couronne, et pour assurer Son Excellence que la défense de ce 
principe leur donne droit à la confiance de cette chambre, en ce qu'elle est stricte-

' ment conforme aux principes émis dans les résolutions qui ont été adoptées par 
cette chambre le 3 septembre 1841." 

Des assertions calomnieuses contre ses anciens conseillers, une intervention 
' directe dans les élections de la part du gouverneur, qui n'hésita pas à faire de son 

nom un cri de parti, lui procurèrent de la part du corps électoral une approbation 
apparente quoique numériquement très faible. Il obtint ainsi du nouveau parle
ment ce qu'il n'avait pu obtenir de l'ancien. Ce fut dans cette occasion que la ma
jorité, l'immense majorité de la population du pays, eut à se plaindre plus que 
jamais de l'inégalité et de l'insuffisance de la représentations. Après avoir mis de 
côté les vrais principes de gouvernement, on se servit avec avantage des moyens 
déjà employés pour faire triompher la minorité de la majorité, et il est aujourd'hui 
constaté que si, avec un gouverneur sincère et impartial, une stricte adhésion aux 
Principes britanniques peut, en quelque sorte, faire oublier le vice fondamental de 
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notre constitution, il n'en sera pas moins loisible à tout gouverneur mal disposé 
de se servir des éléments de corruption qu'offre la répartition électorale pour 
donner lui-même la victoire à une parti contre le vœu de la masse de la population. 

Un tel acte paraît tellement odieux, qu'on serait tenté d'en croire la répétition 
impossible; et malgré les efforts qu'a faits l'administration actuelle pour se 
maintenir au pouvoir, malgré qu'il lui ait été permis d'ouvrir la troisième session 
du parlement avec une seule voix de majorité dans l'assemblée et la voix de 
l'orateur du conseil législatif, membre lui-même de cette administration pour tout 
appui dans ce dernier corps: nous ne nous attendons cependant point, lors d'une 
prochaine élection générale, aux scènes de violence et d'intimidation qui ont 
déshonoré le gouvernement en 1841 et en 1844, ni à l'intervention directe ou 
indirecte du chef de l'exécutif dans la lutte entre ses conseillers et l'opinion 
publique. Mais les dangers immédiats ne sont pas les seuls auxquels on doive 
parer: et il nous semble prudent, au contraire, de profiter de l'heureuse circons
tance, qui éloigne toute apparence d'une allusion offensante au représentant de 
Sa Majesté, pour demander une réforme, qui rendra impossibles à l'avenir les 
abus que nous venons d'exposer. 

L'Angleterre elle-même a eu comme nous un gouvernement responsable en 
même temps qu'une répartition électorale vicieuse. Ses hommes d'état, ses vérita
bles patriotes n'ont jamais considéré sa constitution comme parfaitement déve
loppée tant qu'elle n'a pas été assise sur la base solide de la réforme électorale. 
L'ancienne constitution du Bas-Canada, vicieuse à cause du manque de responsa
bilité de la part du pouvoir exécutif, a dû succomber, et la nouvelle constitution 
où ce vice se trouve remplacé par l'inégalité et l'insuffisance de la représentation, 
ne saurait être plus heureuse. 

L'histoire des trois sessions du parlement qui va finir, pendant lesquelles le 
petit nombre des représentants, et le trafic honteux que l'on a fait des petits collè
ges électoraux, qui ici comme en Angleterre portent le nom de bourgs-pourris, ont 
fourni à une administration qui avait admis elle-même son impuissance et son 
impopularité, les moyens de prolonger son existence et de se renouveler dans 
presque tous ses départements sans toutefois s'améliorer dans aucun d'eux: cette 
histoire présente malheureusement au peuple de cette colonie un spectacle trop 
déplorable pour qu'il ne recherche point les causes d'un tel désordre politique, et 
qu'il ne demande pas à grands cris le seul remède efficace. 

Les maux qui résultent de ce désordre ne sont pas imaginaires. Tous les 
départements du service public en sont affectés. Tous les intérêts d'une grande 
partie de la population sont négligés. L'instabilité des lois, l'incertitude con
tinuelle qui règne sur le sort des hommes en pouvoir, l'incertitude plus grande 
encore qui existe sur le sort des mesures, qu'ils proposent les unes après les autres, 
sans autre objet le plus souvent que d'acquérir ou de conserver des partisans, 
leurs propres hésitations, leurs aveux continuels de leur faiblesse, leurs continuels 
efforts pour se procurer l'adjonction d'hommes tirés des rangs de leurs adversai
res, les changements continuels dans les diverses départements du service public, 
les vacances fréquentes causées dans l'assemblée législative, tout cela ne peut 
que déconsidérer, aux yeux du peuple, les lois du pays et ceux qui sont chargés 
de les faire exécuter. 
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Les intérêts matériels d'une grande partie du pays sont entièrement négli
gés. Le besoin de partisans, qu'éprouve un ministère faible et peu scrupuleux, 
est cause que les deniers publics, au lieu d'être dépensés là où cela produirait de 
véritables améliorations et une source de revenus pour la province et de prospé
rité pour ses habitants, sont au contraire dépensés là où l'on espère former un 

i capital politique, et acheter un appui temporaire aux hommes en pouvoir. Le 
Bas-Canada et le district de Québec en particulier demandent en vain de nom
breuses améliorations indispensables aux développement de leur commerce et de 
leur industrie; ils demandent aussi en vain la concession des terres de la cou
ronne à des prix moins élevés, et à des conditions de paiement plus faciles; cette 

1 faveur ou plutôt justice première est constamment ajournée et pendant ce temps, 
* des sommes immenses sont votées chaque année pour être dépensées dans une 
i autre partie de la province. L'excédent des sommes dépensées dans le Haut-

Canada pour les travaux publics, joint à l'excédent de sa part de la dette publi
que contractée avant l'union donne contre le Bas-Canada une balance de 
£2,622,128: et le crédit et les ressources de cette province sont pour longtemps 
engagés au paiement d'une dette publique énorme, qui s'élève déjà à £4,248,689; et 

f dont il sera bientôt difficile de fournir l'intérêt sans recourir à des taxes directes. 
Dans cette dette figure une somme de pas moins de £139,570, dépensée en par

tie sur le canal de Welland sans appropriation préalable. D'autres sommes ont été 
aussi dépensées de cette manière, au mépris des droits du parlement et de la cons
titution, pour indemniser des officiers publics que le gouvernement a jugé à 
propos d'éliminer. 

Les mesures importantes que réclame notre nouvelle position sous le rapport 
du commerce sont à peine comprises; et tandis que dans tous les pays civilisés 
on s'occupe d'établir ou de préparer la liberté du commerce, un nouveau tarif de 
douanes plus élevé que l'ancien a été le fruit des méditations économiques des 
hommes d'état de cette colonie. Lord Grey, dans une dépêche récente, a invité 
les provinces anglaises du Nord-Américain à se concerter sur les importants sujets 
des douanes, des postes et les moyens de communication entr'elles; et le gouver
nement de cette colonie est le seul qui paraisse avait fait peu de cas de cet appel. 
Les malheurs de l'Irlande nous annonçaient une émigration extraordinaire et par 
le nombre des émigrés, et par les calamités qui devaient l'accompagner; cepen
dant le gouvernement a laissé venir le moment du danger, sans avoir fait les 
préparatifs que la simple prudence indiquait. 

La législation faite depuis trois ans est insuffisante, incertaine et contradic
toire. Dans ce court espace de temps, le Bas-Canada a eu pour son compte deux 
systèmes nouveaux d'éducation et deux systèmes nouveaux de municipalités. 
Chaque année le gouvernement propose de rappeler la loi qu'il avait fait passer 
l'année précédente, pour en substituer une nouvelle. L'organisation municipale 
du pays, et l'instruction publique, qui constituent les deux plus puissants instru
ments du progrès intellectuel et matériel sont ainsi continuellement remis en 
question; et après avoir lui-même proposé de substituer la cotisation^compul-
soire à la cotisation volontaire, le gouvernement est publiquement accusé et avec 
les plus fortes apparences de culpabilité, de favoriser et d'exciter la résistance à 
ses propres lois, dans le but de dépopulairiser ses adversaires politiques. 
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Les questions si importantes pour le Haut-Canada de la vente des terres 
réservées pour le clergé, et d'un emploi plus libéral des dotations de King's 
College n'ont pas été résolues dans le sens des protestations des ministres hors 
des chambres; et la dernière de ces questions discutée chaque année, est restée 
dans le même état. L'histoire des variations du gouvernement sur cette dernière 
mesure n'est pas non plus la preuve la moins convaincante de sa faiblesse. 

Les revenus des biens appartenant au ci-devant ordre des Jésuites ont été 
appropriés de manière a mécontenter toute la population du Bas-Canada et 
principalement la population catholique, et ont servi à payer des dépenses qui 
avaient été jusques-là défrayées à même le fonds consolidé, ce qui équivaut à 
un partage de ces revenus entre les deux sections de la province. Les frais de 
l'administration de la justice dans le Haut-Canada ont été portés sur le fonds 
consolide contrairement aux dispositions de l'acte d'Union déjà si injustes envers 
le Bas-Canada. Les propriétés du gouvernement, qui, dans les villes du Bas-
Canada avaient été jusques-là taxées pour des objets municipaux, ont été exemp
tées de toute taxe à l'avenir. Quarante mille louis et davantage ont été votés 
pour indemniser les habitants du Haut-Canada des pertes qu'ils ont faites pen
dant l'insurrection, tandis qu'une loi passée pour compenser les pertes de la 
même nature dans le Bas-Canada, est restée sans exécution. Une autre loi 
passée pour venir au secours de ceux des habitants de la cité de Québec dont 
les maisons avaient été détruites par les incendies de 1845 est restée une année 
entière sans exécution, et a été subséquemment changée à leur désavantage. 
Enfin toutes les spoliations imaginables, et quelques-unes même, qu'il était 
difficile d'imaginer, ont été commises au préjudice des habitants du Bas-Canada. 

La nomination aux emplois a présenté le spectacle de la plus déplorable 
partialité et la prérogative de la couronne dont il avait été tant parlé a été 
constamment prostituée par le choix d'hommes notoirement incapables. Les 
tribunaux du Bas-Canada ont été chargés du fardeau inutile et même dangereux 
de quelques hommes de la réputation professionnelle la plus burlesque; et il 
semble que le meilleur titre a de hautes dignités judiciaires, soit maintenant une 
incapacité absolue de remplir toute autre charge. Des juges ont été tirés des 
jurisdictions inférieures pour être traînés dans les luttes politiques comme mem
bres du gouvernement, et des membres du gouvernement, fatigués de la lutte, ont 
trouvé dans la judicature une retraite lucrative. Les tribunaux ont été ainsi 
exposés aux influence de parti, et le sanctuaire de la justice profané et dégradé 
dans l'opinion publique. 

Non seulement le respect pour les lois, pour le gouvernement, pour les 
tribunaux, pour toutes les institutions a été considérablement ébranlé d'un bout 
à l'autre de la province, mais encore la moralité de ses habitants a été exposée 
à l'influence pernicieuse des plus tristes exemples. Le refus d'une enquête 
sur les violences commises à la dernière élection pour la cité de Montréal, la 
décision d'un comité de l'assemblée législative assermenté pour juger d'une élec
tion contestée, donnée en faveur d'un homme que le comité déclarait ne pas 
avoir obtenu la majorité des voix, et qui, à sa grande surprise, est devenu 
membre de la législature: la nomination d'un membre siégeant dans un autre 
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comité, chargé de décider d'une autre élection contestée, à trois emplois lucratifs 
cumulés sur sa tête, avant que ce comité eût fait son rapport final; le vote 
donné par l'honorable William Draper sur une question vitale décidée par une 
majorité de deux voix, en même temps qu'il déclarait publiquement que dans 
quelques heures il allait accepter un emploi judiciaire qui, d'après la loi, rendait 
sa place de député vacante ; la confirmation de l'élection d'un autre représentant 
faite en vertu d'une autorité que la chambre elle-même avait déjà déclarée nulle; 
les difficultés frivoles soulevées sur la compétence du représentant du comté de 
Champlain, difficultés qui ont privé ce comté de sa voix en parlement pendant 
presque toute une session: le retard apporté dans l'émanation d'un ordre pour 
l'élection d'un représentant pour le comté de Dorchester, à la place d'un des 
membres de l'administration nommé à un emploi judiciaire à la veille d'une 
session (ces quatre derniers faits donnant au ministère deux voix légitimes, for
mant ainsi une majorité artificielle et illégale de quatre voix), tous ces actes 
sont propres à persuader au peuple de cette colonie que tout est permis aux 
hommes publics pour acquérir ou conserver des emplois lucratifs sous le gou
vernement. De là chaque individu est invité à conclure que tout lui est aussi 
permis dans sa sphère d'action pour acquérir, conserver ou augmenter son bien-
être et celui de sa famille: et l'oblitération complète de tout sentiment de morale 
et de justice serait la conséquence de tels exemples, si par un heureux prodige 
on ne voyait souvent l'honneur et la vertu bannis des hauts rangs de la société, 
se réfugier et briller avec plus d'éclat au sein de la conscience populaire. 

Enfin, le principe de la responsabilité du gouvernement excutif [sic] recon
nu en droit, est tourné en ridicule et démenti dans la pratique par les contra
dictions les plus flagrantes. 

En droit, on a déclaré que le chef de l'exécutif devait être entouré de 
conseillers responsables à l'opinion publique. 

En fait, vous avez vu pendant neuf mois un gouverneur s'isoler de tous 
conseillers, et former lentement et par agglomération, un conseil, qui, en annon
çant au bout de ce temps sa propre existence, a dû recourir à une lutte élec
torale marquée de sa part par la fraude et la violence, pour essayer seulement 
de vivre. 

En droit, on vous dit que le gouverneur représentant du souverain, politi
quement inviolable comme eelui qu'il représente doit demeurer étranger aux 
querelles des partis. 

En fait vous avez vu, une élection générale faite avec le nom d'un gouver
neur pour cri de guerre, et des hommes qui se disent britanniques dans leur 
principes et dans leurs sentimens, voter pour soutenir lord Metcalfe et sa 
Politique! Figurez-vous un électeur de Londres ou de Manchester votant pour 
la Reine Victoria et sa politique! 

En droit, on vous dit que l'administration provinciale est responsable et 
seule responsable de toute la législation qui se fait sous ses auspices. 

En fait, vous voyez chaque jour cette administration rejeter sur l'opposition 
la responsabilité de ses propres actes. 
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En droit, on vous dit que les conseillers constitutionnels du chef de l'exé
cutif doivent jouir de la confiance publique. 

En fait, vous voyez ces conseillers se maintenir au pouvoir longtemps après 
avoir reconnu eux-mêmes leur impuissance en offrant une part de leur respon
sabilité à leurs adversaires, en négociant avec eux de la formation d'une admi
nistration plus efficace, et longtemps après que le gouverneur a lui-même officiel
lement reconnu leur impopularité, en invitant un des chefs de l'opposition à 
se joindre à l'administration lui et quelques uns de ses amis à des termes que 
l'on déclarait devoir être également honorables et pour les anciens, et pour les 
nouveaux ministres. 

En droit on vous dit que vous avez le même gouvernement constitutionnel 
que possède la Grande-Bretagne, et tandis que les hommes d'état de ce grand 
Empire se retirent devant l'opinion publique, lorsqu'ils ne disposent point d'une 
majorité assez imposante pour commander le respect à leurs adversaires politi
ques, vous avez entendu dans cette colonie, un procureur-général, ministre diri
geant du cabinet, déclarer qu'une ou deux voix de majorité en valent vingt ou 
trente et de fait le gouvernement est conduit au moyen d'une majorité ostensible 
d'une ou deux voix, véritable minorité si l'on en retranche les voix des ministres 
et si l'on tient compte des statagèmes mis en œuvre pour former cet appoint 
artificiel. 

Un état de choses, tel que celui que nous venons de peindre semble fait pour 
décourager ceux qui seraient tentés d'y porter remède; mais on doit se souvenir 
que partout où le principe électif est admis à quelque degré que ce soit, on peut 
obtenir les réformes nécessaires sans secousse violente et sans sortir du cercle 
de la constitution. 

Lorsque l'union fut imposée au Bas-Canada sans son consentement, la plus 
grande énergie fut déployée par la population pour résister à cette mesure dans 
les limites de l'ordre et de la légalité. Le protêt solennel de ceux des représen
tants du Bas-Canada, qui avaient été librement élus, fut entré dans les regis
tres de l'assemblée législative, dans un amendement proposé à l'adresse en 
réponse au discours du gouverneur-général. Le mot d'ordre du parti libéral 
dans le Bas-Canada, fut la modification des détails injustes de l'acte d'Union, 
sans quoi le rappel de cet acte devait être immédiatement agité. La reconnais
sance subséquente, par la mère-patrie, des principes du gouvernement constitu
tionnel, dans toutes ses colonies, du Nord-Américain, et la mise en pratique de 
ses principes sous le gouvernement de sir Charles Bagot, firent espérer qu'on ne 
tarderait pas à obtenir les changemens, qui, seuls, pouvaient rendre supportable 
le régime de l'Union, et épargner au pays à peine remis d'une violente secousse, 
une nouvelle agitation. Le mouvement rétrograde que lord Metcalfe voulut 
imprimer à l'opinion publique nécessita un mouvement contraire du parti 
libéral et l'élection générale de 1844 donna pour résultat moral (quoique le 
gouverneur eût obtenu une majorité de deux ou'trois voix et par conséquent une 
approbation apparente de sa conduite) l'affirmation la plus énergique des prin
cipes mis en question; et à l'heure présente l'admission comme théorie en est 
universelle; en même temps que la mise en pratique n'en est rien moins qu'effi-
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cace, puisqu'une majorité parlementaire d'une ou deux voix est ce que l'on 
trouve de mieux pour sauvegarder l'inviolabilité du représentant de la souve
raine. Au nombre des modifications de l'acte d'Union demandées dès l'origine, 
se trouvait la réforme électorale, nous croyons avoir démontré combien cette 
mesure est nécessaire à l'opération du gouvernement responsable. Déjà deux 
des vices radicaux de l'acte constitutionnel indiqués par le programme libéral 
de 1841, peuvent être considérés comme effacés. L'acte de la législature provin
ciale qui pourvoit à une liste civile permanente a reçu la sanction royale et en 
même temps que le parlement Impérial mettra cette loi en opération par le 
rappel des dispositions de l'acte d'Union, qui contiennent sous ce rapport une 
usurpation des droits du peuple de cette colonie; nous avons l'assurance que la 
clause indigne de la civilisation moderne, qui proscrit la langue française de la 
législation et des archives du parlement sera aussi rappelée. Bien que relative
ment à la première de ces mesures, il reste encore à regretter profondément que 
l'exécutif ne soit pas, comme il devrait l'être, dépendant de subsides librement 
votés chaque année; la reconnaissance du droit de la législature coloniale de 
voter ces subsides n'en est pas moins une amélioration importante. 

Ce que la fermeté et la sagesse du parti libéral ont obtenu sous ces deux 
rapports, joint à la reconnaissance de la responsabilité des aviseurs du chef de 
l'exécutif doit être pour tous les libéraux, un indice de ce qu'ils pourront obtenir 
par une organisation plus active, et par une expression plus forte de l'opinion 
publique en faveur des réformes que réclame la condition présente de nos 
affaires. 

Ces mesures selon nous, sont dans l'ordre politique et constitutionnel. 
Io La reforme électorale nécessaire à toute la Province, la plus grande 

inégalité politique étant le résultat de l'insuffisance de l'inégalité de la représen
tation et de l'influence indue accordée à de petites localités sujettes à la corrup
tion et à l'intimidation. 

2° La mise en pratique des principes constitutionnels reconnus par les 
résolutions de 1841. 

Dans l'ordre économique et matériel. 
Io Le libre échange avec les pays étrangers; et la libre navigation du St. 

Laurent qui ouvriront au monde civilisé une contrée à peine connue des autres 
nations, et faciliteront le développement de ses vastes ressources; double liberté 
rendue nécessaire et strictement équitable par les mesures financières adoptées 
Par la Grande-Bretagne elle-même; et par le grand exemple qu'elle donne au 
monde entier. 

2° L'amortissement progressif de la dette publique, qui, contrairement aux 
dispositions législatives, et aux engagements pris dès le principe, va s'augmen-
tent chaque année. Il devrait être en outre représenté au gouvernement impé
rial que l'abandon du tout ou d'une partie de ses réclamations antérieures à 
l'Union ne serait qu'un acte de justice; justice d'abord pour toute la colonie, 
dont le commerce ne trouve plus sur les marchés de la Grande-Bretagne la pro
tection qui l'avait engagé à entreprendre et à continuer de gigantesques travaux 
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publics; justice surtout pour les habitans du Bas-Canada qui ont été rendus 
solidaires de cette dette par le fait seul du parlement impérial et sans une ombre 
de droit ou d'équité. 

3° La concession des terres de la couronne à des taux moins élevés et à des 
conditions de paiement plus faciles ; en petits lots et directement aux colons, qui 
devront s'y établir. 

4° La réforme du département des postes, réforme, qui a été si heureuse 
en Angleterre et dont le bien se fait si vivement sentir dans ce pays où des taux 
de poste exhorbitant surtout sur les journaux et les publications venant de l'étran
ger, imposent une taxe odieuse sur l'intelligence, taxe qu'une mauvaise adminis
tration de ce département, sur lequel il n'existe point de contrôle effectif, rend 
infructueuse pour le trésor. 

Pour attirer l'attention publique sur ces mesures, pour s'entendre et se 
concerter sur leurs détails^ pour les discuter et les expliquer au peuple dans des 
assemblées publiques; pour en presser l'adoption au moyen de pétitions; une 
organisation du parti libéral dans toute la province. D'ailleurs au moyen de 
cette organisation, ce parti devra triompher aux prochaines élections, et le choix 
d'hommes entièrement dévoués au programme que nous venons de tracer est la 
meilleure manifestation qui puisse se faire en faveur de ce programme et le 
gage le plus certain de son accomplissement. Malgré l'injustice des divisions 
électorales actuelles, la dernière élection et tout ce qui s'est passé depuis, nous 
engagent à croire que tel sera en effet le résultat d'une élection libre et paisible. 

Nous ne saurions trop le répéter, le succès ne peut s'obtenir que par l'unité 
d'action, par une organisation forte, constante, éclairée. C'est dans1 ce but que 
le Comité Constitutionnel de la réforme et du Progrès, institué par la voix publi
que de l'ancienne capitale du Bas-Canada, non pour dominer, mais pour ouvrir 
la marche, a résolu d'exposer ouvertement son opinion sur le passé et ses vues 
pour l'avenir, d'attirer fortement l'attention de tous ceux qui veulent le bien 
de leur pays, sur une ligne de conduite qui lui semble dictée par la justice, par 
la prudence et la légalité, et pour l'adoption de laquelle il appelle avec instance 
leur concours sincère, leur zèle incessant, leur vigilance la plus constante. 

Pour arriver à la prompte et complète organisation du pays en une vaste 
association constitutionnelle de la réforme et du progrès, voici la marche que la 
branche centrale et primitive de Québec croit devoir suggérer et dont les détails 
sont contenus dans les instructions qu'elle adressera prochainement à toutes les 
personnes influentes des diverses localités. 

A la réception de ces documents les personnes marquantes ou zélées de 
chaque paroisse devront réunir les électeurs de leur localité, se constituer immé
diatement en une assemblée préparatoire, afin de prendre en considération l'objet 
important de l'organisation demandée, puis nommer un président, un vice-
président, un secrétaire, un trésorier et un comité de paroisse, etc. Ces officiers 
et ces comités de paroisse formeront un conseil de comté qui, à sa première 
réunion, élira un président, deux vice-présidents, un secrétaire-archiviste, un 
secrétaire correspondant, et un trésorier-général. Ces conseils de comté dont les 
assemblées devront se tenir autant que possible dans un lieu central prendront 
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en considération les projets de règlements qui leur seront fournis par l'Association 
centrale de Québec, et les transmettront ensuite à toutes les associations de 
paroisse qui les adopteront avec ou sans changement. Dès que cette organisation 
d'un comté aura été complétée, il sera nécessaire d'en fournir tous les détails à 
l'association de Québec qui s'appliquera toujours à tenir les comités au courant 
de ce qu'elle jurera propre à les intéresser, et qui en attendra de même tous les 
renseignements utiles à la cause générale. Ces relations entre l'association mère 
et les branches des campagnes devront être aussi fréquentes que possible afin 
d'entretenir la bonne harmonie entre les libéraux du pays en leur permettant de 
se consulter dans toutes les circonstances difficiles. Il est facile de concevoir que 
chaque district étroitement uni de cette manière par une organisation toujours 
prête, aura sans cesse à sa disposition les moyens de combattre efficacement la 
corruption, d'éviter les divisions, les défiances réciproques, résultat funeste et 
inévitable de l'isolement. Outre les avantages qu'elle offrira dans les luttes 
électorales, cette organisation présentera dans les tems ordinaires et même après 
la victoire des avantages inappréciables en donnant aux électeurs les moyens de 
se consulter entr'eux sur les besoins de leurs localités, et en leur fournissant un 
intermédiaire naturel auprès de leurs représentants qui souvent n'ont aucun 
moyen de connaître l'opinion de leurs constituans ni de leur fournir les renseigne
ments dont ils peuvent avoir besoin. 

Les comités ainsi établis seront en outre un excellent moyen de travailler 
au progrès moral et matériel dans toute l'étendue de la province. Depuis 
quelques années, des citoyens respectables, en tête desquels se distingue le digne 
clergé du pays, ont fait d'immenses efforts pour opérer une régénération sociale, 
qui aura pour elle tous les vœux, et dans les objets qui seront plus particulière
ment de son ressort, tout l'appui de l'association. Déjà nous devons à cet esprit 
d'amélioration les progrès de l'instruction primaire, la diminution sensible des 
ravages causés par le vice hideux de l'intempérance, le perfectionnement de 
l'agriculture, l'établissement de caisses d'épargnes dans les villes; et, s'il reste 
beaucoup à faire, malheureusement sous tous ces rapports, il n'en est pas moins 
consolant de songer que dans un très-court espace de temps l'attention publique 
a été attirée avec quelque succès vers de si nombreux et de si importants objets. 
Plus que tout autre moyen, l'établissement rapide des terres publiques nous 
semble propre à améliorer la condition du Bas-Canada. Nous avons déjà parlé 
de la concession de ces terres; mais il nous paraît aussi important d'engager la 
population surabondante des deux rives du St. Laurent à tourner elle-même ses 
regards vers les localités où se trouve son avenir. En recommandant ce point à 
la considération la plus sincère et la plus immédiate des comités qui devront 
s'organiser dans chaque comté, nous croirons avoir rempli une partie importante 
de notre mission. Ce grand objet ainsi que toutes les améliorations locales d'une 
utilité publique qui seront projetées dans chaque comté, devront former une 
Partie essentielle de la correspondance entre le comité central et ses différentes 
branches. 

Dans l'accomplissement des devoirs que cette association s'impose dans les 
efforts qu'elle devra faire pour réaliser ses projets, aucune considération ne devra 
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intimider les citoyens qui le composeront: ni les difficultés de l'organisation, ni 
les entraves qu'on pourra mettre à ses progrès, ni la grandeur même de l'entre
prise, ni les considérations d'intérêt personnel ou d'amitié, ni enfin cette mauvaise 
honte, cette mauvaise opinion d'eux-mêmes, qui empêche un grand nombre 
d'hommes de joindre leurs travaux à ceux des autres, comptant leur propre 
adhésion pour chose inutile et indifférente. Le jour est venu où chaque homme 
se doit tout entier à son pays: les destinées de plus en plus brillantes de ce 
continent, appellent à elles tous les talents, toutes les volontés, tous les courages, 
et nul ne saurait refuser sa part d'efforts et de sacrifices, sans se rendre grande
ment coupable. 

L'histoire, et l'histoire contemporaine surtout, nous apprend que quelque 
longue et difficile que soit la lutte des peuples contre les obstacles qui s'opposent 
à leur développement, une sage et persévérante énergie leur assure à la fin le 
succès. La prospérité croissante de la vaste république qui nous avoisine, et qui 
étend déjà la civilisation et la liberté d'un océan à l'autre, nous montre ce que 
peuvent le patriotisme et l'esprit d'association. Les luttes politiques, dont la 
Grande-Bretagne a été le théâtre, ne sont point d'un enseignement moins utile. 
L'émancipation des catholiques, la réforme électorale, le rappel des lois des 
céréales, toutes ces mesures, qui, dans le cours de ce siècle, ont marqué les progrès 
intellectuels de cette grande nation, ont été le fruit des efforts persévérants et 
combinés des citoyens unis entre eux par le dévouement aux mêmes principes. 
Moins heureuse, la France a payé plus cher et de son plus beau sang les libertés 
dont elle jouit, et dont, elle aussi, elle veut étendre la base par une réforme 
électorale. Enfin, plus près de nous, les libéraux de la Nouvelle-Ecosse viennent 
de nous donner un exemple qui s'applique d'autant mieux à notre condition que, 
là-bas comme ici, on a voulu étouffer dans leur berceau des libertés naissantes 
auxquelles on semblerait n'avoir donné le jour qu'à regret. 

Pour nous, pour les libéraux des deux sections de la province, un effort 
commun et énergique devra nous assurer à jamais les droits que nous réclamons 
tous ensemble comme sujets britanniques. Les talents déployés dans cette noble 
lutte par les chefs du parti libéral dans le Haut-Canada, et les nombreuses 
manifestations publiques, qui ont eu lieu dans cette partie de la province, sont 
un indice assuré du succès qui nous attend. 

La liberté civile et religieuse dans toute son étendue, comportant avec elle 
l'ordre, la moralité, la culture de l'intelligence, la prospérité matérielle, forment 
le plus haut degré de félicité dont une société puisse jouir; mais elle n'est le prix 
que de l'énergie concentrée et persévérante de toute une nation, et des plus 
généreux et des plus rudes sacrifices de la part de chacun des individus qui la 
composent. 

Notre sort, l'avenir de notre patrie est donc entre nos mains, et notre 
mémoire sera responsable envers notre prostérité [sic] de la somme de bonheur 
plus ou moins grande que nous lui aurons léguée. 

Québec, 8 nov. 1847. 
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Private 
C. 0 . 

Decr 3/47 
M Y DEAR ELGIN, 

I reca your letter by the last Mail the other day, & I am very sorry indeed to 
hear of more deaths by the emigrant fever, & that Col. Calvert is among those who 
have caught it. I hope poor man he may recover, tho' I begin to fear he is some
what of a Charlatan— What is your opinion of the value of his fluid—1 

I at last send you my long official answer to your Despatches about 
emigration—2 I hope you will be able to adopt my recommendation & pass a 
Provincial Act effectual for checking abuses & yet not so rigorous as to create 
remonstrances here wh. w4 compel me to disallow it. You will see that this 
Despatch is written with a view to being presented to Pari* here, & I presume 
you will also communicate it to yours. — I will send the extracts from the news
papers wh. you enclosed to Palmerston, but I think it will turn out the emigrants 
complained of were not from his estate but sent from the same part of the 
Country by a person who is agent for other properties besides his— I can see no 
possible objection to your dissolving your Pari* if such sha be the advice of 
your Ministry.— Especially as I am happy to find that you seem to have 
succeeded so well in causing it to be generally understood that you have nothing 
t[0] do with the miserable party struggles that are going on— 

I have not yet had time to read the French Manifesto— 
Our new Pari* you will see opens more quietly than ca have been expected— 

[&c] 

(Signed) GREY. 
His Exy 

The EARL OF ELGIN 

[Endorsed] 
Dec1 3/47 
L« Grey to L a Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL Deer 9. 1847. 

M Y DEAR GREY 

The Dissolution which I led you to expect in my letter of the 12th Ult. has 
taken place. I have acted in this matter on the advice of my Council and I think 
the measure on the whole judicious— I t is difficult to conjecture what its 
Political effects may be. Both parties are sanguine— My own opinion is that 

1 See above pp. 57; 62 and below Appendix III. 2TJii6 despatch -with its en-closures canvases tàe subject thoroughly, and valuable suggestions 
were made. See Appendix IT. 
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little change will take place in their relative strength. So much discredit has 
however been thrown on the composition of the late House of Assembly on the 
ground of alleged interference on the part of the Gov1 Gen1 at the last General 
Election that the administration will acquire a considerable accession of moral 
influence if, after an appeal to the people, it retains the parliamentary Support 
which it now enjoys. Numbers are however at present so nearly balanced in 
the Assembly that the loss of a very few seats will turn the tables against it, and 
the opposition calculate on this result. 

With respect to the employment of Immigrants on Public works you must 
allow me to observe that money is indispensable to all schemes of this nature 
and in the present condition of the market this commodity is not procurable 
on colonial Securities. Provincial Debentures if negotiable at all are not negoti
able on terms on which the local Parliament would sanction an issue. Want of 
funds, attributable in some measure to Immigration expenditure, has obliged the 
Gov* to arrest the progress of works which are already far advanced towards 
completion— Very sincerely yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE. 
[Endorsed] 
Decr 9/47 
La Elgin 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL 
Decr 24. 1847. 

MY DEAR GREY, 
I cannot yet give You much information respecting the probable result of 

our Elections. I am inclined to think that the opposition will be the winners, 
by a small majority. Meanwhile considerable excitement has been produced 
by the appearance of a manifesto from the notorious L. J Papineau who has 
been requested to represent two constituencies— This document is in a nolo 
episcopari strain—contains a pretty frank declaration of republicanism-
expresses the writer's hatred of the British Gov*—his distrust of Responsible 
Gov* and concludes that the time is not yet come for his reappearance on the 
stage— Whether he will be elected or not is uncertain in the face of this quasi 
refusal— The French Liberals are a good deal disconcerted by the tone of his 
address—on the one hand they do not like to proclaim that their sentiments are 
at variance with those of this redoutable chief who has still a hold on Canadian 
sympathies—on the other hand it is awkward to profess antimonarchical doctrines 
and a contempt for Responsible Gov* at the time when the said Responsible Gov* 
is likely to bring them into place— Besides it is doubtful whether Upper Canada 
liberalism may not be alienated by the assertion of such principles—I enclose 
the document that you may judge of its merit for yrself. 

We are doing what we can to reduce Immigration expenditure, but we 
cannot yet put an entire stop to it. I t will hardly be possible to get rid during 
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the winter of those who were in hospital when the winter set in, for to turn them 
out at this season is to consign them to destruction— An Immigrant with a 
shaven head is an object of terror in this neighbourhood— Meanwhile the 
Gov* are beset by applications for aid to support the paupers whom winter has 
driven back into the towns— 

I do not see how Great Britain can refuse to make good t[0] the Province 
what she has expended in this service during the current year. But for the 
future if Canada be permitted to enact such laws to guard herself against the 
evils of a pauper and diseased Immigration as she may see fit, I think the 
Mother Country may very properly decline to advance anything on this account. 
The suggestions contained in the report of the Emigration Commissioners of 
which you have sent me a draft seem to be reasonable.1—. 

Many of the candidates in their addresses to the Provincial constituencies 
advert to Immigration as a grave matter on which legislation is called for. After 
the General Election is over it will I trust be more easy to frame some intelligible 
proposition on this subject— The difficulty of dealing with it hitherto has been 
much enhanced by the position of parties in the legislature and the weakness 
of the Government— 

Yrs very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
Decr 24/47 
La Elgin 

[Enclosure] 

A D R E S S E A U X É L E C T E U R S D E S C O M T E S D E H U N T I N G D O N E T D E 

SAINT MAURICE 

Messieurs du Comté de Saint-Maurice. 
II ne peut rien y avoir de plus consolant pour le patriote, après une absence 

forcée de huit ans, loin du pays de sa naissance, que de s'y voir au jour du 
retour l'objet d'une bienveillance aussi inaltérable, d'une confiance aussi inal
térée, que celle dont m'honore mes compatriotes, et dont spontanément vous 
donnez une preuve aussi éclatante que celle qui résulte de la demande que vous 
me faites de la part du Comté de Saint-Maurice, de vouloir le représenter dans 
le prochain parlement. 

Des calamités épouvantables ont inondé le pays; la minorité victorieuse et 
vindicative l'a puni mille fois au delà de ce que permettait la loi; la dictature 
téméraire de lord Durham, condamna à l'exil et à l'expatriation des accusés non 
entendus, et il le fit sous des formes et des conditions tellement arbitraires 
qu'en Angleterre même, où il n'y avait pas un de ses hommes d'état qui fut 
Plus populaire que lui, avant cet inexplicable écart, un eri universel de surprise 
accueillit ses ordonnances. Des plus mauvais jours encore succédèrent à ceux-
là- Un seul parti pouvait parler, il calomnia. 

1 See below Appendix IV. 
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La défense la plus modeste de l'homme le plus innocent le condamnait au 
bâillon et à la prison. Les persécuteurs furent-ils plus heureux que les victimes? 
Qui sur la terre peut lire dans le secret des consciences? 

Tous vos patriotes les plus éminens, morts et vivans, déportés ou présens; 
furent pendant une longue suite d'années, indignement calomniés: mais le men
songe fit grandir votre confiance en eux, et les maux qu'ils ont soufferts vous les 
ont rendus plus chers. Eh! que leur importe ce que l'on dira et ce que l'on 
pensera d'eux dans l'Angleterre, illuminée par des diatribes d'une presse locale 
pensionnée et passionnée: leur mission était pour vous, comme elle leur venait de 
vous. Votre approbation consacre leurs noms, la où ils souhaitaient que leur 
mémoire soit chère et respectée. 

De tous ceux que la passion de nos adversaires a déchirés, personne n'a 
eu meilleur part que moi à leurs furibondes déclamations. Je n'étais ni plus 
ni moins fautif, ni plus ni moins méritant qu'un grand nombre de mes collègues, 
mais leur bienveillante indulgence m'ayant longtemps et souvent porté à la 
charge la plus honorable du pays, la présidence par voie d'élection sur l'élite du 
pays, j'étais plus que d'autres en évidence aux regards des amis et des ennemis 
politiques. D'ennemis individuels je n'en eus pas beaucoup, je pense, car volon
tairement, je ne fis jamais de mal ni ne donnai d'offense à aucun individu 
comme tel. Mais nulle animosité n'est plus virulente surtout chez les hommes 
qui ont plus d'estomac que de tête, que celle qui résulte des divergences poli
tiques, et j'avais marché jusqu'aux antipodes de la station où la plupart des 
tories ont pris racine. J'avais parcouru cette demi-circonférence de notre monde 
politique en bonne et grande compagnie. A nous tous les insultes et les violen
ces n'ont pas été épargnées. Mais la récompense est plus grande encore que ne 
fut la violence. Le peuple a réélu partout où ils ont consenti à l'être, les pros
crits proclamés. C'est ainsi que le peuple a répondu aux chants de triomphe de 
ses oppresseurs. 

Depuis mon retour j 'ai dit, quand quelques fois l'on m'a parlé de retourner 
à la vie publique, qu'à mon âge, après mes services passés, après de longues et 
pénibles agitations et trente années de travail et d'anxiétés, je croyais avoir 
droit à ma retraite; que c'était le tour d'une plus jeune génération de continuer 
l'œuvre commencée; que la patrie avait bien droit en tout temps aux services de 
ses enfants, mais qu'elle devait égaliser le fardeau; que d'autres pouvaient faire 
aussi bien que moi, puisque grâces au zèle des fondateurs de nos beaux collèges, 
l'éducation était plus générale et plus forte aujourd'hui qu'elle ne l'était lorsque 
je suis entré dans la carrière qu'une jeunesse instruite et patriotique doit par
courir à son tour. Malgré ces protestations sincères les deux Comtés ruraux 
les plus populeux des Districts de Montréal et des Trois-Rivières veulent m'ap-
peler à l'honneur de les représenter. Oh! les Canadiens sont reconnaissans du 
bien que l'on a voulu, et que l'on n'a pas pu leur procurer, à ce degré qu'ils ont 
droit, et qu'ils auront les services à tout risque de ceux a qui ils en demanderont. 
I l n'est permis à personne qui sait apprécier le caractère d'un peuple aussi 
vertueux et aussi souffrant, de ne pas lui céder, si l'on n'a que des considé-

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 105 

[Enclosure] 

rations personnelles à lui opposer. Aussi ce n'est pas sur mon amour du repos 
que je m'appuie pour dire aux électeurs de ces deux grands comtés que je souhaite 
ne pas entrer au parlement. Je ne le fait que d'après les considérations d'un 
ordre public que je vous expose au long, et dont je vous laisse les juges. 

MESSIEURS DU COMTÉ DE HUNTINGDON 

Quand une deputation d'hommes influens du comté de Huntingdon, le pre
mier en population du pays, et qui n'est le second d'aucun autre, en lumières, 
en richesse agricole et industrielle, mais surtout en dévouement patriotique, en 
sacrifices faits, en souffrances éprouvées, en dévastations souffertes autant que 
quelque autre partie que ce soit de la province, à cause de son dévouement patrio
tique, viennent à l'occasion des premières élections qui se font depuis mon retour 
au sein de la patrie, après huit ans d'absence sur la terre étrangère, me prier 
d'accepter la candidature a l'honneur de les représenter en parlement: lorsque 
sur les objections que je leur oppose, ils répondent, non seulement par des raison-
nemens, mais qu'ils en appellent aux souvenirs et aux sentimens les plus tou-
chans, et que quelques-uns d'eux me disent:.pour la sainte cause de la patrie, 
nous avons souffert en commun, nous dans nos familles, comme vous, dans la 
vôtre, nous dans nos personnes comme vous dans la vôtre; nous sommes revenus 
de l'exil et de la déportation dans les colonies pénales, où nous avons été mal 
traités; vous, vous avez pu échapper à la vengeance de nos persécuteurs, et 
le savoir, fut pour nous une consolation dans nos souffrances; vous, vous avez 
trouvé un asile protecteur au temps de l'orage, dans la terre classique de la 
liberté, l'heureux pays qui nous avoisine, la glorieuse et puissante confédération 
des Etats-Unis, puis ensuite dans la terre hospitalière, polie, savante d'où sont 
sortis nos ancêtre, dans la belle France, l'institutrice, depuis longtemps, des 
peuples européens qui veulent à sa suite avancer dans la voie de la liberté et 
du progrès, dans la voie de la plus haute civilisation; au nom de nos épreuves 
passées, comme hommes qui n'avons perdu aucune de nos convictions, qui n'ab
jurons rien de notre passé, qui croyons que vous n'avez pas plus changé que 
nous, nous vous prions instamment de consentir à nous représenter; nous connais
sons assez le comté pour pouvoir vous assurer que nous exprimons ses vœux 
presqu'unanimes et que nous y porterons la joie si nous y portons votre accep
tation: leur donner un refus qui serait basé sur des considérations personnelles, 
sur l'amour du repos, après de longues années d'agitation, serait une honte et 
une lâcheté dont je ne serai pas coupable. Si je le donne, ce refus, ce ne sera 
que d'après la considération du plus grand bien qui peut résulter ou de mon 
élection ou de ma retraite. J'incline à croire que ce dernier parti, je ne dis pas 
pour toujours, mais pour le moment actuel, est le plus convenable. Je dois à 
votre bienveillante démarche, je dois a mon passé, de ne pas me retirer sans de 
puissantes raisons; je me vois forcé par votre insistance de lés rendre publiques 
et de vous en laisser les juges. 

Comment cette confiance dont vous m'honorez s'est-elle formée chez vous? 
Ce ne peut être que par l'observation de ce qu'ont été trente années de ma 
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vie publique; une lutte presqu'incessante, énergique mais consciencieuse, contre 
un gouvernement mauvais ; mais bien moins coupable alors, qu'il ne l'est devenu 
depuis. 

Ce gouvernement mauvais, n'est pas à mon avis celui des Murray, Haldi-
mand, Craig, Dalhousie, Colborne, Thompson et autres, sous lesquels nos pères 
et nous avons successivement souffert; c'est celui de l'Angleterre qui a choisi, 
approuvé, récompensé ces hommes à la suite des actes d'arbitraire et de violence 
qu'ils ont exercés contre la colonie, d'où il est naturel de conclure, qu'ils ont 
été dociles à se conformer à leurs instructions: C'est celui de l'Angleterre qui 
censura les Prévost, Sherbrook, Kempt et Bagot, qui crurent pouvoir faire un 
peu fléchir la rigueur de leurs instructions, au désir d'être modérément justes 
pour nous. 

Qu'il fut mauvais n'est plus une question eontroversible. Le problème 
d'abord résolu par les plaintes des populations, l'a été dans le même sens par 
les dénonciations pleines d'amertume autant que de vérité qu'ont fulminé contre 
le système dont nous nous plaignons, les représentans de la royauté. Le rap
port de lord Durham, les correspondances de lord Sydenham, dans ces parties 
où ils examinent la conduite et les prétentions opposées de l'exécutif et de la 
représentation dans les deux Canadas, comportent une réprobation contre toutes 
les administrations subséquentes à l'introduction du système représentatif aussi 
formelle qu'en aient jamais exprimé les patriotes les plus ardents. C'est lord 
Sydenham qui dit. "Quand je regarde à ce qu'ont été le gouvernement et l'admi
nistration de la province, mon seul étonnement est qu'ils aient été endurés si 
longtemps. Quant à moi, je sais que quelque fort que soit mon antipathie pour 
les institutions et la domination Yankees, je n'aurais jamais combattu contre 
elles, ce qu'ont fait des milliers de pauvres diables, que les familles en pouvoir 
(le family compact) ne laisse pas que d'appeler rébelles, si ce n'avait été qu'en 
vue de conserver un gouvernement tel qu'ils l'avaient." L'écrivain ennobli, par
tial à l'ordre aristocratique qui l'a comblé de biens et d'honneurs, hostile et préjugé 
contre les sages institutions des Etats-Unis, les plus parfaites dont ait jusqu'à 
présent été dotée l'humanité, dit donc avec plus d'autorité qu'aucun colon ne 
l'avait jamais fait, que le gouvernement attaqué ne méritait pas d'être défendu. 
Y a-t-il une grande différence entre le gouvernement qui attaqué ne mérite pas 
qu'on prenne les armes pour le défendre, et celui qui mérite qu'on les prenne pour 
le renverser? L'écrivain en question n'a pas cherché à établir une telle distinc
tion; l'eut il essayé, elle serait sans doute si exiguë et si subtile qu'elle échap
perait à l'observation de beaucoup de bons esprits. 

Nous avons vécu sous un régime déplorable, c'est surabondamment admis 
et prouvé. C'est à ceux qui ne peuvent plus se dégager des conséquences qui 
découlent de leurs admissions, à démontrer que l'ordre nouveau est meilleur que 
l'ancien, que les réformes qu'ils ont indiquées étaient sincères et suffisantes, que 
le gouvernement responsable tel qu'il a fonctionné, n'a pas été un mot jeté au 
hasard, une vaine théorie nullifiée par la pratique et par les explications des lord 
Russell, Sydenham et Metcalfe; que l'acte d'Union accompagné de cette con
cession a été donné pour que l'influence populaire se fit efficacement respecter par 
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les gouverneurs. Moi je ne crois à rien de tout cela. Si je croyais à des dispo
sitions libérales chez les hommes qui ont passé l'acte d'Union des Canadas, je 
pourrais être tenté d'accéder à votre demande de rentrer dans la vie publique, 
malgré la fatigue, les dégoûts, les persécutions qu'y ont éprouvés, tous les repré
sentants qui ont défendu avec intégrité vos droits et vos intérêts, parce qu'alors 
j'admettrais qu'ils permettront au parlement provincial une législation conforme 
à vos vœux, conforme à la grande voix de la majorité, et que la perspective de 
pouvoir aider à faire du bien au cher pays de notre naissance, l'emporterait sur 
l'éloignement que doit avoir tout homme qui n'a d'autre ambition que celle du 
bien public, à assumer la responsabilité morale qui pèse sur ceux des représentants 
coloniaux qui avec de l'influence pour faire goûter leurs opinions, aiment leur 
patrie de naissance ou d'adoption et ses libertés, plus qu'ils n'aiment une 
métropole éloignée, avec ses monopoles, ses privilèges et ses partialités. 

Lord Russell qui a fait passer l'acte d'Union ne l'a pas fait pour nous donner 
un meilleur gouvernement que celui qu'il supprimait. Ce n'était pas par une 
iniquité aussi patente que l'on voulait préparer un avenir de justice, de concilia
tion et de contentement. Les documents officiels placés sous ses yeux et sur
chargeant les tables du parlement, établissaient que dans le Bas-Canada, la 
proportion de ceux qui repoussaient ce projet étaient de neuf contre un. L'acte 
ne nous est pas moins imposé par la coercition. Un aussi flagrant mépris pour 
les sentiments connus et exprimés des populations, est le renversement des 
premiers principes de toute morale politique, il déclare nuls et dérisoires les mots 
droits des colonies, aux jours de leur faiblesse. Dans ces provinces et hors de 
ces provinces, il n'est pas un colon qui s'il se respecte et sa dignité d'homme et 
de citoyen, ne sente qu'il est lésé, que toute son existence sociale est dégradante, 
quand elle dépend d'une législation transatlantique, sourde aux représentations 
presqu'unanimes des parties intéressées établies en Amérique; pas un qui ne dût 
s'afficher comme un mécontent aussi longtemps que subsiste cette inique agression. 
S'il faut obéir à une mauvaise loi pour n'être pas puni, du moins ne faut-il pas 
aimer l'autorité qui l'impose, ni garder un honteux silence. Il faut dire et faire 
tout ce qui est légalement possible pour la faire abroger. 

Avant l'acte d'Union, il y avait une opinion publique forte. Des élections 
générales ne donnèrent jamais d'inquiétude sur leur résultat. Le parti populaire 
était assuré de sortir de chacune d'elles mieux uni et plus nombreux. L'attitude 
pleine de fierté que conservait la représentation vis-à-vis de l'exécutif et l'indé
pendance des débats parlementaires, préparaient les populations non seulement 
de cette province mais aussi celles des provinces voisines, à entrevoir dans un 
avenir indéterminé mais certain, le jour de pleine liberté qui luira successivement 
sur chaque portion du continent Américain. 

Avant que les chartes de ces colonies eussent été déchirées par la puissance 
des bayonnettes et par l'intervention du parlement d'outre mer contre ceux des 
Canadas, le peuple y était fort, représenté en dernier lieu, dans l'une des provinces 
Par quatre-vingt-huit représentants, dans l'autre par soixante et quelques: Si 
l'on avait honnêtement voulu avec Pacte d'union, concéder en vérité le gouverne
ment responsable, l'on eut respecté des droits acquis, laissé à chaque province sa 
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représentation, trop nombreuse alors pour être facilement intimidée ou achetée. 
Mais la réduction du nombre, mais l'arrangement artificieux et artificiel de la 
représentation, prouve à quiconque ne veut pas fermer les yeux à la lumière 
ni son entendement à l'évidence, quel a été le machiavélisme des ministres qui 
en concédant en théorie le pouvoir aux représentants, se ménageaient des res
sources pour que les gouverneurs leurs agents, eussent des chances de corrompre 
à sa source partie de la représentation dans les sept petits bourgs ou villes du 
Haut-Canada, et dans plusieurs comtés de la Province Unie où une très faible 
population de colons nouveaux venus, débiteurs de la couronne, n'ayant pas 
encore d'affection locale, sont tout prédisposés à soutenir aveuglément les pré
tentions de chaque gouverneur quelles qu'elles soient et fesant naître chez ceux-
ci le désir de gouverner personnellement ou avec quelques affidés secrets et irres
ponsables, désir qui n'eut pu naître, si le seul système rationel, de proportionner 
après chaque recensement la représentation à la population, avait été établi. 

Mais, objectera-t-on, pourquoi demander ce qui sera refusé. Pourquoi? 
parce que la demande est juste. Pourquoi? parce qu'elle sera refusé, et qu'un 
tel refus prolongé, constatera la mauvaise foi avec laquelle a été concédé le 
gouvernement responsable, qui comporte s'il n'est pas une leurre et une décep
tion, que l'Angleterre a renoncé à toute intervention subséquente dans notre 
législation, qu'elle n'a aucune prédilection ni aucune antipathie, pour quelque 
système politique que ce soit que voudront se donner des majorités, dans toutes 
celles de ses colonies auxquelles elle a fait cette concession. 

Tout ce que j 'ai demandé en chambre en 1836 avec une si vaste majorité 
de mes collègues, appuyés que nous étions par une égale proportion dans la 
masse du peuple, je le redemande en 1847, et crois qu'il n'y a pas de contente
ment possible aussi longtemps que l'on n'aura pas satisfait à ces justes réclama
tions. Quelques unes d'elles voulaient un contrôle absolu par la représentation 
sur chaque obole prélevée dans la province. C'était de tous les droits apparte
nant aux colonies le plus solidement établi par les autorités des légistes comme 
pour l'histoire coloniale. L'union l'a ravi. Pourquoi donc tant tarder à se 
plaindre de l'union? L'on voulait pour le même corps un contrôle efficace sur 
tous les fonctionnaires publics par l'établissement d'un tribunal indépendant 
qui put les juger, les punir, les distribuer, dans tous les cas d'incapacité, d'abus 
de pouvoirs, de prévarications prouvées contre quelques uns d'eux. Pour que 
la même autorité qui aurait choisi avec partialité un fonctionnaire accusé ne 
pût avec partialité lui choisir ses juges, l'on voulait qu'ils fussent électifs.—Pro-
mulgeur l'inamobilité Isioi des juges sans par le même acte créer un tribunal com
pétent à les punir dans des cas prouvés d'inconduite, c'est avoir ôté au pays, la 
dernière, le faible, l'insuffisante protection que lui laissait le droit de l'exécutif 
de les déplacer quand l'excès de leur torts aurait été suffisamment établi par les 
représentais. Dans l'élection de la seconde chambre qui aurait constitué ce 
tribunal, se trouvait aussi un principe d'accord avec celle des représentants, qui 
aurait fait cesser le scandale perpétuel que donnait l'antagonisme systématique 
qui a constamment existé entre celle qui était nommée par et pour le pays, et 
celle qui était nommée par et pour l'Angleterre, à qui seul revient l'honneur ou 
la honte de ce qu'ont été les conseils législatifs. 
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Que ces avantages et bien d'autres qui sont indispensables au bien être des 

sociétés, tel que l'indépendance des shérifs pour assurer celle des jurés, n'aient 
pas été plus facilement obtenus après qu'avant l'union et l'octroi prétendu du 
gouvernement responsable, certes je n'en suis pas surpris et n'en fait reproche 
à personne. L'Angleterre ne veut pas encore nous les donner, et le pays est gar-
nisonné pour qu'il ne les prenne pas. Mais s'ils ne sont jamais demandés ils ne 
seront jamais offerte. Il faut les conquérir par un, deux, trois refus, jusqu'à ce 
qu'on rougisse la bas de refuser si longtemps justice ici. Les corps ne sont res
pectés qu'autant qu'ils sont consistants et persévérants. Un peuple où ses 
représentants ne peuvent pas mettre trop de calme et de lenteurs dans leurs 
délibérations, ni trop d'inflexibilité dans leurs déterminations. Hésitez avant 
de résoudre; après l'avoir fait, persistez. Le rappel de l'acte d'union doit être 
demandé parce que c'est le vœu du peuple formuandans [slc3 ses requêtes de 1822 
et 1836; parce qu'à part l'injustice de ses dispositions, le principe en est stupidem-
ment vicieux en plaçant sous une seule législature un si vaste territoire qu'il ne 
peut être assez bien connu pour que les représentants décident en connaissance 
de cause de l'importance relative des améliorations locales demandées de toutes 
parts, des allégués contradictoires des populations sur une grande variété de 
mesures; et pourtant dans les pays nouveaux, dont les besoins grandissent et 
varient incessamment avec le rapide accroissement de la population et des 
défrichements, la masse des travaux parlementaires se rapporte à des mesures 
de détails qui exigent une profonde connaissance des besoins et des ressources 
de toutes ces localités. Aussi, depuis l'union, les hommes les plus éclairés, les 
plus dignes du titre et des fonctions de législateurs s'abstiennent-ils presque 
constamment de voter, ceux du Bas-Canada quand il est question de mesures 
qui concernent le Haut-Canada, et réciproquement ceux de cette province quand 
il s'agit de mesures qui concernent celle-ci. Cela est juste et prouve la folie de 
cette union législative. Mais ce qui est juste pour les esprits honnêtes et élevés, 
ne le parait pas toujours à des hommes étroits et égoïstes, et trop souvent ce 
seront des médiocrités passionnées et présomptueuses qui passeront des lois pour 
les sections de la province unie dont elle ne connaîtront ni la jurisprudence anté
rieure, ni la condition sociale, ni les désirs actuels. Aussi, la législation indigeste 
et précipitée des dernières années est-elle un chaos sans liaison, sans durée, 
variant d'une session à l'autre à ce degré que si ce mal continue avec celui de la 
tardive distribution des statuts, le mépris de la loi deviendra général par l'impos
sibilité de la lire avant qu'elle soit changée. Depuis l'union la représentation 
est diminuée de près de moitié, et les impôts sont plus que redoublés. Ceux qui 
la demandaient prophétisaient pour elle un résultat inverse, disant qu'elle don
nerait plus de force et d'autorité à la représentation, diminuerait grandement 
les dépenses et par là allégerait le commerce du poids des taxes qu'il portait. 
Prophètes trompeurs et trompés, ont-ils à s'applaudir de leur sagacité? Leur 
commerce est-il bien mieux encouragé, bien plus brillant sous la protection du 
tarif de dix à vingt pour cent, que sous celle du tarif de deux à dix par cent? 

Comment se fait-il donc qu'un acte qui a fait du mal à tout ie monde, à ceux 
qui l'ont demandé, à ceux qui l'ont repoussé; contre lequel le blâme et le mécon
tentement sont universels dans le Bas-Canada; ne trouve pas dans l'enceinte Iégis-
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lative une voix, une seule voix qui fasse écho aux plaintes presqu'incessantes qui 
sont entendues au-dehors. C'est que quelques hommes sous tous autres rapports 
d'un grand mérite, les libéraux du Haut-Canada avec qui ceux du Bas-Canada 
doivent agir de concert, réduits au désespoir par les injustices de la faction tory, du 
family compact, se sont trompés, ont demandé l'intervention du parlement anglais 
en faveur de cette fatale Union, imaginant qu'ils l'obtiendraient à des conditions 
équitables, e't que réunis aux patriotes du Bas-Canada, ils assureraient à la pro
vince unie un gouvernement juste et libéral tel que les provinces séparées ne 
l'avaient jamais connu. 

Sous l'angoisse de leurs souffrances, ils oubliaient ce principe de stricte morale, 
de ne pas faire à autrui ce que nous ne voudrions pas que l'on fît contre nous. 
Contrairement à nos vœux qu'ils n'ignoraient pas, ils demandèrent à une puissance 
dont l'intervention n'avait jamais eu lieu que pour diminuer les libertés coloniales, 
qu'elle voulût bien aggrandir les leurs. Us ont été trompés dans leurs attente. L'on 
s'est appuyé de leur demande pour intervenir, mais l'on n'a pas pris conseil que 
des préventions aristocratiques anglaises pour régler l'étroite mesure de liberté 
restreinte qu'on leur accordait. Ces vieilles sociétés européennes hérissées de mo
nopoles politiques en faveur d'un petit nombre de privilégiés, entourés par une 
immense majorité de prolétaires, ont des préjugés à coup sûr, des besoins peut 
être de gouvernements absolus ou aristocratiques fortement constitués. Dans la 
jeune Amérique, où les populations entières peuvent être propriétaires, où les 
substitutions n'ont pas établi de fortunes hériditaires, où chacun commence la 
sienne et avec un travail modéré peut s'assurer une médiocre aisance, l'on a des 
instincts et des besoins d'institutions démocratiques. De là l'enseignement, que 
l'on doit toujours craindre et ne jamais demander l'intervention de la métropole. 
L'histoire des treize colonies séparées leur donnait les avertissements les plus 
clairs sur les dangers de leur démarche. Néanmoins eux seuls (jamais les tories) 
pourront et voudront nous aider à faire cesser nos communes misères dès qu'ils 
auront reconnu la déception pratiquée contre eux. Us ont cru de bonne foi que 
le gouvernement responsable donnerait tous les mêmes avantages que nous cher
chions à obtenir par la demande de deux chambres électives. Pour faire cette 
demande nous avions l'exemple de quelques-unes des anciennes colonies, dont les 
heureux et libres citoyens ne reçurent jamais un gouverneur d'Angleterre, mais les 
élurent tous, ainsi que les membres des deux chambres, les shérifs, et les magistrats 
de tout grade. En demandant un ordre de choses qui avait existé, nous savions ce 
que nous demandions. En recevant le gouvernement responsable avec tant d'allé
gresse nous ne savons guères ce que nous avons reçu. Les colons ont cru que c'était 
cette pleine responsabilité qui plus d'une fois en Angleterre a forcé le souverain 
a recevoir pour ministres, ceux que dans d'autres temps il avait dit être les 
ennemis de sa couronne ou qu'avec pleurs et désespoir il avait refusé de recevoir 
comme tels: Mais bientôt les ministres ont dit que dans une colonie cette respon
sabilité n'était pas tout-à-fait la même que dans une métropole. Us ont dit ce 
qu'elle n'était pas et ils n'ont pas dit ce qu'elle était. Elle est donc une énigme 
interprêtée diversement par celui qui l'offre et par celui qui la reçoit: des lors, une 
source fertile de malentendus, de plaintes et de récriminations tSi0] entre les 
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gouverneurs et les représentants. Pour les électeurs dans tout le pays, elle doit 
être ce que la chambre d'assemblée l'a définie. Elle a pendant un trop court inter
valle, heureusement fonctionné sous sir Charles Bagot, elle a cessé de le faire 
depuis. Son successeur, bientôt après son arrivée, écrivit qu'il y avait antago
nisme entre lui et des ministres qui avaient l'appui et la confiance d'une grande 
majorité des représentants. Il eut des affidés secrets. Sur l'avis de personnes irres
ponsables, il donna des emplois sans consulter celles qui étaient responsables de ces 
choix envers le pays. Ils sentirent que les intérêts de la colonie étaient lésés par 
cette conduite, et quelle était injustement offensante pour eux, ils résignèrent. La 
chambre les approuva. C'était le tribunal légitime qui en première instance était 
compétent à décider entre eux et lui. Il eut dû les rappeler à leur poste. Il ne le 
fit pas, se mit en collision avec la chambre et dès lors cessa d'être propre à con
tinuer l'administration du pays, qui dans les élections générales confirma le vote 
d'approbation qu'avaient reçu de leurs collègues les ministres résignataires. Le 
pays n'a pas et ne doit pas changer de sentiments. C'est un enseignement qui a été 
jusqu'ici invariablement donné à tous les gouverneurs, et qui doit être continué. 
Les représentants sont la seule autorité dans le pays, dont les affections, les pas
sions si l'on veut et les intérêts soient identiques avec ceux du peuple. Quelquefois, 
rarement, en matières moins importantes, ils peuvent se tromper puisqu'ils sont 
hommes; mais ils le feront sans aucun doute moins souvent que les autres autorités 
qui sont hommes aussi, hommes intéressés à se soustraire à la surveillance, au con
trôle de l'opinion publique, bien plus que des mandataires qui dépendent d'elle di
rectement, qui dépendent de l'élection populaire. C'est donc un devoir de prudence 
et de reconnaissance de se rallier toujours à la majorité des représentants. 

Dans les cas de conflit la probabilité est bien plus forte qu'ils ont raison, 
plutôt qu'un gouverneur élevé dans un ordre social autre que le nôtre. Cette 
présomption raisonnable que par .rapport à nous, ils sont dans l'erreur quand ils 
sont en lutte avec nos représentants, est devenue plus forte que jamais, depuis 
qu'ils viennent de leur gré, avec une mission aussi illibérale que celle de faire 
fonctionner un acte aussi injuste dans son principe, comme dans ses dispositions 
de détails que l'est l'acte d'Union. Il faut donc soutenir dans votre comté 
comme dans tous les autres du pays des candidats qui vous seront connus pour 
vouloir se rallier à un ministère qui .a lutté avec énergie contre le gouverneur 
Metcalfe et contre la pratique inconstitutionnelle d'essayer à gouverner par 
d'autres aviseurs que ceux que lui avait donné le pays. Il faut que vous vous 
efforciez de reporter les mêmes hommes au pouvoir. Si le gouvernement respon
sable est une vérité, le temps est venu où ils pourront faire beaucoup plus de bien 
que je n'en espère, moi, qui le regarde comme une tromperie. Eux qui croient à 
sa sincérité et dès lors à son importance réelle auront l'occasion comme ils en ont 
le désir, d'avancer la cause de la réforme. Si de nouveau un gouverneur par lui-
même ou par le conseil législatif dont il reste toujours le maître, cherchait à 
entraver les mesures libérales qu'ils auraient proposées, alors ils seront un peu 
Plus tard que moi désillusionnés sur la valeur des dépêches de Lord Russell, et 
^mraenceront alors une opposition plus énergique qu'elle ne l'a encore été. 
"ans tout ce qu'ils ont fait en Chambre, dans les conditions qu'ils ont mises à 
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leur entrée dans le ministère, dans le noble désintéressement avec lequel ils ont 
remis leurs charges, je les approuve. Je suis surpris et affligé du moderantisme 
qui les a empêché de reprendre la considération d'aucunes des mesures qu'ils 
avaient approuvées en 1836, empêché de jamais agiter la question du rappel de 
l'acte d'Union. Ils sont gênés par la nécessité de ménager les libéraux du Haut-
Canada qui ne peuvent si facilement reconnaître qu'ils sont tombés dans une 
erreur fatale tant qu'ils nourriront le plus mince espoir de faire fonctionner 
avantageusement le gouvernement responsable. Toute division entre les libéraux 
de toute nuance doit être soigneusement évitée, et c'est pour cela que je dois 
hésiter à me rendre à votre invitation spontanée de rentrer dans la vie publique. 
L'on ne peut rien de plus honorable pour moi que votre démarche, et j'ajoute 
rien de plus consolant après le deuil intarrissable que nous ressentons de l'incendie 
et de la dévastation de tant de portions du pays, de l'exécution sanglante, de 
l'exil, de la déportation, de la ruine et des souffrances d'après des sentences mili
taires illégales d'un si grand nombre de nos concitoyens les plus chers et les plus 
respectés, que cette manifestation de votre part qui prouve que vous êtes demeu
rés les mêmes hommes politiques que vous étiez en 1836, et que vous croyez que 
je suis demeuré le même que j'étais au jour de notre séparation forcée, inébran-
lablement attaché aux réformes que je demandais alors après trente ans d'études 
politiques les plus assidues dont j'ai été capable. 

Je ne crois pas qu'aucun de ceux qui les ont votées avec moi, comme moi 
librement et volontairement, aient cessé de regarder cette époque, comme l'une 
des plus honorables de leur vie publique, qu'ils aient répudié aucune des doctri
nes qu'ils professèrent, qu'ils aient renoncé à aucune des réformes qu'ils sollici
tèrent. Ils se rapetisseraient trop, que d'attribuer à l'influence de quelqu'autre 
homme que ce fût, aucune des déterminations qu'ils ont prises et qu'approu
vèrent la majorité de leurs concitoyens. Ils ont pu juger prudent d'ajourner la 
considération des réformes demandées par la crainte d'aliéner de la bonne cause 
quelques membres et grand nombre de concitoyens, autrefois tories et depuis 
consciencieusement passés dans les rangs réformistes, et surtout par la crainte 
de blesser la section libérale des représentans du Haut-Canada. Mais ils n'ont 
sans doute pas renoncé à l'espoir d'obtenir, ni à la volonté de demander d'amples 
réformes au premier moment qu'ils jugeront convenable. 

Tout ce qui nous les donnera, dans quelque arrangement politique que ce soit, 
nous est bon. Puisque la majorité des représentants veut encore essayer d'une 
combinaison qui a été si inefficace depuis quatre ans, réunissons-nous à cette 
majorité; que nul dissentiment ne trouble l'unité de leurs efforts. C'est parce 
qu'en approuvant leur action et leurs réformes projetées je ne puis également 
applaudir à leur silence, que je vous déclare honnêtement que je ne crois pas 
qu'il soit utile pour vous mi convenable pour moi de rentrer dans la vie publique, 
dans un moment où le plus grand nombre de ceux qui l'ont suivie avec courage 
et constance, tandis que huit ans de séjour sur la terre étrangère m'en ont séparé, 
pensent qu'ils ne doivent pas encore désespérer du gouvernement responsable. 
Puissent-ils ne pas se tromper! Puissent-ils réussir; personne ne les applaudira 
plus sincèrement que moi. Us pensent que le jour n'est pas venu où ils doivent 
se reporter à 1836, et redemander dès aujourd'hui les réformes que nous deman-
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dions alors: moi je pense que ce jour est venu. A raison seulement de cette 
diversité d'opinion, je vous déclare donc ma pensée sincère et entière; non seule
ment je ne désire pas entrer dans la vie publique, mais je désire n'y pas entrer. 
Je crain® de n'y pas faire de bien, quand je diffère sur des points essentiels de 
ceux avec qui j'ai si longtemps agi die concert, dont je connais, dont je respecte 
le dévouement à la patrie. Ils représentent la majorité vraie du pays, ils repré
sentent les comtés populeux. Je ne compte pas les suffrages, je les pèse. Le vote 
du représentant d'un bourg de quatre cents âmes, n'a pour moi que la centième 
partie de la valeur morale du vote du représentant d'un comté de quarante mille 
âmes. La représentation de tous les .comtés populeux, doit donc être prochaine
ment augmentée, du moins la proposition en être faite. Ce ne peut être que 
pour des fins d'intrigue et de corruption que l'on conserverait une aussi cho
quante disproportion dans la représentation que celle qui existe entre des localités 
qui diffèrent en population comme de cent à un et qui chacune élisent un manda
taire au conseil national. Contre cet abus et tant d'autres que j'ai déjà signalés, 
un peu plutôt ou un peu plus tard, il faudra protester. L'on pense, contre mon 
opinion, qu'il est trop tôt pour ie faire, que le ministère libéral n'a pas été assez 
longtemps au pouvoir pour le tenter; que s'il y est porté par le résultat des pré
sentes élections, il obtiendra sans agitation la correction des abus. Il est donc 
de stricte justice de lui donner l'occasion de prouver, qu'il peut comme il est 
certain qu'il veut faire beaucoup de bien. Me jeter dans la vie publique, malgré 
les représentations que je vous fais, serait peut-être une erreur qui aurait l'air 
de dissidence dans les rangs réformistes. 

Le respect pour vous et pour moi, m'obligeait à vous donner les raisons de 
mon refus, à les rendre publiques, à ne pas laisser dire qu'il procède d'égoïsme ou 
d'indifférence. Il procède de ce que je ne vois que peu de chances de promouvoir 
dès aujourd'hui le bien public en la manière qui me paraîtrait la plus efficace, 
par une opposition forte plutôt que par un ministère qui sera gêné par les 
instructions venant d'Angleterre si l'on y conserve la manie de s'immiscer comme 
par le passé dans les délibérations coloniales; par une opposition forte qui aurait 
un programme avoué de réformes importantes soumises à la considération du 
peuple telles que l'étaient les résolutions votées par la chambre en 1836, ou tel 
qu'est le manifeste que vient récemment de formuler le comité constitutionnel 
de la réforme et du progrès à Québec. 

Avant la fin de la prochaine session parlementaire, le doute raisonnable qui 
Peut exister aujourd'hui chez beaucoup d'amis sincères du pays, de savoir si la 
marche que je préfère est la meilleure ou la moins bonne, aura été résolu défini
tivement. Les probabilités sont si grandes que nos amis politiques vont se 
trouver plus forts dans le prochain parlement qu'ils ne l'était numériquement 
dans le dernier, que je les vois au pouvoir et à l'œuvre. S'ils réussissent à faire 
Ie bien pour lequel vous, eux, et moi, soupirons, leur marche aura été la meilleure. 
S'ils ne réussissent pas, alors tous ensemble, peuple et représentants, constituants 
e t constitués, il n'y aura plus à différer de délibérer sur les moyens d'organiser 
l'opposition le plus vigoureuse possible, restreinte dans les limites de la légalité. 

8337-8 
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Ne concluez pas de la nature et de la longueur de cette communication, qui 

n'envisage que des réformes politiques et des changements organiques dans notre 
fautive constitution, que je sois indifférent aux améliorations matérielles du pays, 
à la multiplication des canaux, des ponts, des routes, des chemins de fer, des 
phares, des quais, etc. Tout individu ou associations qui investissent des 
capitaux dans des travaux de ce genre, méritent bien de la société, et doivent 
facilement obtenir de la législature des lois qui leur sont nécessaires pour l'exécu
tion de leurs louables entreprises, tout en sauvegardant la société contre des 
profits immodérés. Des entreprises qui sont au-dessus d'utilité publique des 
facultés d'individus doivent souvent être encouragées par l'état; mais qu'alors la 
science et la conscience, l'intégrité et le savoir, donnent d'avance des estimations 
correctes de la nature et de la valeur des travaux publics à entreprendre, pour 
que ce soient les plus nécessaires qui aient la préférence. Car toute absorption 
de capital dans une entreprise folle, en suprime d'utiles. 

Quant à la liberté du commerce, à celle de la navigation du St. Laurent, 
je les souhaite et les appuie de tous mes vœux. Disciple dès ma première jeunesse 
de l'école d'Adam Smith, et de tout temps ennemi de tout monopole et privilège, 
politique ou commercial, je ne veux pas qu'une industrie ou une classe de citoyens 
soit surchargée au profit d'autres classes et d'autres industries. L'impôt ne doit 
être que le minimum de ce qu'il faut recevoir de tous et chaque citoyen, propor
tionnellement à sa fortune et à ses consommations, pour fournir aux justes 
dépenses d'un gouvernement économe et strictement surveillé. 

J'ai parlé des réformes constitutionnelles avec plus de détail et d'ardeur que 
des améliorations matérielles, parce qu'elles sont d'un ordre plus élevé, parce qu'il 
faut de libres institutions politiques, éminemment protectrices de la propriété de 
chacun, pour faire aimer le travail qui moralise et enrichit les nations et leur 
donne le moyen de multiplier ces améliorations matérielles, comme le prouve leur 
développement prodigieusement rapide chez nos actifs et industrieux voisins; 
parce que d'autres enfin, ne vous en entretiennent pas assez; parce que les 
améliorations matérielles sont d'ailleurs à l'ordre du jour, qu'il n'y à nul désaccord 
quant à convenir de leur puissante efficacité à promouvoir le bien-être des sociétés 
qui les facilitent. 

Enfin je terminerai par m'entretenir avec vous d'un sujet qui ne le cède en 
importance à pas un de ceux qui ont déjà été traités, celui de l'éducation populaire 
la plus générale possible. Dans l'état avancé de la civilisation moderne, le prêtre, 
le juge et le maître d'école, sont les fonctionnaires qui contribuent le mieux, le 
plus et à moins de frais, au maintien de l'ordre dans la société, qui de jour en jour 
à mesure que l'instruction est plus répandue, est plus aisément gouvernée par la 
force brutale, par la force armée. Plus vous payerez de maîtres d'écoles, moins 
vous payerez d'hommes de police et de soldats, et dans le civil, vous aurez des 
fonctionnaires plus éclairés et moins payés, à mesure qu'il y en aura un plus grand 
nombre que l'instruction aura qualifiés. La compétion [sic] réduira les salaires. 
Les gouvernemens à bon marché ne peuvent se trouver que là ou il y a beaucoup 
de bons maîtres d'écoles. Il n'y a pas d'argent mieux employé qu'à cette utile 
dépense, en vue de s'en épargner beaucoup d'inutiles. 
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Vous ne doutez pas qu'un riche qui voit un pauvre souffrant de la faim, ne 
soit obligé de lui donner la nourriture qui calmera sa souffrance. Mais l'esprit 
a ses besoins comme le corps a les siens. L'on remplirait mal ses devoirs d'homme 
si l'on n'aidait qu'aux seuls besoins du corps, sans jamais venir en aide à ceux 
de l'esprit. Oh ! puissent ceux qui ont le tort d'être indifférents à l'enseignement 
général, se donner le plaisir de voyager aux Etats-Unis, d'y voir combien les 
cultivateurs y sont généralement plus à l'aise; combien sur de mauvaises terres, 
ils recueillent plus que nous sur de bonnes; pourquoi leurs terres plus maigres se 
vendent dix fois plus cher que nos terres plus grasses. Us entendront une réponse 
uniforme: nous le devons à notre bon gouvernement et à nos bonnes écoles. Us 
reviendraient de leur promenade changés et convaincus, amis ardens des bonnes 
écoles et du bon gouvernement. 

Je suis, messieurs les Electeurs, 

avec un profond respect 
Votre obéissant serviteur, 

L. J. PAPINEAU. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private CO. 
Jan* 28/48 

My Dear ELGIN 

I reca by the last mail your letter of Decr 24 enclosing M r Papineau's 
manifesto— It is in a most republican tone, & I must add that it shows a 
marvellous ignorance of the real interest of his countrymen— If they were 
to act upon his undisguised preference for the United States & join their Union, 
the Yankees w3 not long show the consideration we have done for French feel
ings & prejudices— I shall be anxious to hear whether the Elections ended 
in leaving your Council in a minority, & if so what sort of a new Administra
tion you may succeed in making. 

It is vexatious that by the difficulty of the difficulty mcJ with the United 
States we are compelled to communicate by the very slow route of N. Brunswick 

With regard to emigration I am not able by this Mail to answer your 
Despatch of Decr 8 enclosing the Report of your Executive Council, but I hope 
by the Next Mail to do so in a manner wh. upon most points will be satis
factory— We are now considering & I think shall be able to settle by the 
time Pari* re-assembles next week the amendments to be proposed in the 
Passengers Act; A very good letter from M r De Veré wh. I transmit to you 
officially i h a s convinced me that upon one point we must go further than I 
apposed in Legislation & we shall probably determine upon proposing that 
Power sha be given to the Queen by Order in Council to establish rules with 

Jam! ^ 6 V e r e ' s letter, dated 30 November 1SÍ7, -was enclosed in l o r d Grey's despatch of 27 
Wfl O5"1 J 8 * 8 ' T t e s e documente throw so much light upon conditions a t the time and on 

" J ^ e r s attitude, that they are published below as Appendix Y. 
8S37—g| 
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respect to ventilation &c & to require Ship owners to pay for an Officer to be 
appointed by the Emigration Com18 to enforce obedience to the rules so made— 
We think that for about £20 a voyage we can get warrant officers of the Navy 
or non commissioned officers of the Army gladly to undertake this duty— You 
will see that in my official Despatch I have disclaimed throwing any blame 
upon the local authorities for some of the defects in the arrangements they 
have made described by Mr De Veré, I cannot help however privately express
ing my suspicion that you have not had very effective assistance from your 
Council in managing this business, & that they have been too intent upon their 
own party interests to take as much pains as they ought to have done— Surely 
it w3 have been possible in a country [w]here timber is so plentiful & so cheap 
to have provided better accommodation for the Emigrants on their arrival at 
the quarantine stations—& tho' I am aware that it must be difficult to obtain 
the services of a sufficient number of steamers in Canada, I wa have thought 
the frightful crowding of the Emigrants in the Steamers going to the West wh. 
is described by Mr De Veré might have been prevented— If you anticipate 
a want of Steamers next season had we not better take measures immediately 
to supply you with some more either from the U. States or from this Country? 
Tho' steamers suitable for this service ca not of course carry coals enough to 
steam across the Atlantic, I sha think they might go safely enough under sail 
at the end of April or beginning of May & that they might arrive in time for 
the greater part of the season— 
I cannot agree with you as to its being reasonable for Canada to expect that 
the whole cost of the emigration of the present year sha be defrayed by this 
Country— No doubt the expense has been heavy & the evils occasioned by 
the fever very deplorable; but after all a still larger number of Irish emigrants 
have gone to the U. States, & on the other hand looking to a series of Years 
there can be no doubt that Canada has gained enormously by emigration, & 
that even in this last Year the stimulus given to her Trade by the arrival of so 
many passenger ships, & the very large expenditure by this country has helped 
to swell her revenue & to enable many individual merchants & others to acquire 
great gains. The Colony cannot expect to have the advantage of an extensive 
immigration without paying something towards its cost, & if we come to con
sider how the charge ought fairly to be divided we must not forget that the 
Mother Country pays very largely for the Naval & Military protection of the 
Colonies, & also that in the general abolition of protecting duties the retention 
of that upon timber for the sake of the N. American Provinces is almost a 
solitary exception. The present arrangement of these duties, by far the most 
objectionable of Sir R. Peels financial measures, may be reckoned to cost us 
not a great deal under a million annually. Hence I am disposed to think that 
if we take upon this Country half the Expense incurred last Year, leaving the 
Province to pay the remainder with the assistance of the emigration tax, wh. is 
of course paid by the Emigrants themselves we shall act very handsomely 
towards you— In N. Brunswick where in proportion to their means the 
burthen has not been much less than in Canada they do not seem to expect 
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more than this— In future the Colony ought not to look for even so much 
assistance— Is there any chance of the Assembly assenting to any measures 
for rendering the settlement of the territory more regular? I know well how 
strongly public opinion in all the Colonies is in favor of cheap land, but I am 
more & more satisfied how great an error this is & that land wh. costs very 
little money is really very dear in comparison with that for wh. settlers pay 
a great deal more money but receive in return not only the land but the 
advantage of the improvements wh. the payments required from them afford 
the means of effecting. 

[&c] 
(signed) GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Jan* 28/48 
Lord Grey to La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTEEAL Jany 7, 1848 

My Dear GREY,—The election prospects of my Ministers are not brightening— 
Two or three seats have been lost by them in Upper Canada—and, in Lower, 
they are almost sure to lose more. It is therefore more than probable that 
this General Election will be followed by a change of Council. Meanwhile 
M. L. J Papineau is elected by acclamation notwithstanding his nolo Episco-
pari1—his republican address—and the extreme desire of the leaders of the 
French Party (who fear lest his introduction into public life at this moment 
should spoil their game) that he should not enter the House of Assembly at 
present— I have searched in vain I regret to say, through the French organs 
of public opinion for a frank and decided expression of hostility to the anti-
British sentiments propounded in M. P's address—• A commentary on this 
document, couched in almost all cases in the same or similar terms, has gone 
the round of the French Press,—' regretting that Mr P. sa have so bad an opinion 
of the British Gov* and of Responsible Gov* '—' hoping that he may be mis
taken '—and ' recommending that a further trial should be given to the system 
before extreme measures are resorted to '—Deprecating in short, Mr P's present 
appearance on the stage, but intimating that if the General Election does not 
bring their Party into power, it will be proper to rally round him and to espouse 
nis political creed. There is too mueh reason to fear that his sentiments are 
Popular with a considerable section of the French Canadians who take their 
Political opinions from writers and speakers who derive their inspirations from 
the hocopocus of Yankeedom and democrats of France— The next Session of 
tne Provincial Par* is likely I think to be an interesting one and to throw 
considerable light on the prospects of British North Ameriea— 

1 See above p . IOS ff. 
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I am getting some information about the settlers in the Newcastle D* who 
were located there at the expense of Gov* which may be useful though it makes 
me delay my reply to y r despatch on the subject1— 

Yrs very truly 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 

Jan? 7/48 

La Elgin 

An83 by L a G. Feb* 11 

[Original MS] 

Private MONTKEAL 

Jan^ 22. 1848 

My Dear GEEY,—The issue of our elections is no longer doubtful. Even in 
Upper Canada the Ministers have lost largely—and they have no chance what
soever of maintaining themselves in the New Parliament— I do not think that 
they will even meet it, and in a few days I expect them to tender their resigna
tions in a body. 

I shall accept them, and at once address myself to the recognized leaders 
of the opposition La Fontaine Baldwin &c. How I shall get on with these 
Gentlemen remains to be seen. Looking to their antecedents and to the avowed 
sentiments of some of their supporters it is not improbable that I may have 
difficulties to encounter, but I trust that they will not prove insurmountable— 
One circumstance weighs on my mind in connexion with these changes— It is 
the position of M w Daly.— I cannot provide for him here except by asking 
Major Campbell to resign the Civil Secretaryship in his favor, a measure which 
might be attended with the most prejudicial effects. On the other hand his case 
is one of great hardship— He resigned a permanent office on the introduction 
of Responsible Government, at the request of the Governor for the time being— 
By supporting Lord Metcalfe at the period of his rupture with his first council 
he rendered himself especially obnoxious to the Party who are now about to 
come into power. Deprived of office he has no means of subsistence— I must 
beg you to take his case into consideration and see whether you can do any
thing for him. No one in this Colony has in my opinion similar claims upon 
Her Majesty's Gov*. Whatever may be thought of Lord Metcalfe's policy on 
the occasion to which I have referred it was approved by the British Minister 
of the day. M r Daly supported what the Governor General & the Colonial 

1 On 18 November, 1847, Lord Grey wrote to Lord Elgin, requesting information regarding 
emigrants brought out to the Newcastle district in 1825, under the superintendence of Peter 
Bobinson«ïr<y to Elgin, IS November, IStf, No. 1ST, &. 129, p. SSI). I n reply, Lord Big"1 

supplied particulars as to the number of acres settled, the number of inhabitants and the 
value of rateable property. (Elgin to Grey, 15 March, 18Í8, No. SO, Oopy, <?. ¡¡01 p. 191.) 
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Secretary held to be the cause of loyalty & British connexion on the score both 
of justice and of policy it were much to be regretted that his exertions on this 
behalf should be the occasion of his ruin. 

This change of Government occurs at an unconvenient moment inasmuch as 
it defers legislation on the subject of Immigration, and, what is worse, precludes 
me from offering any assurance as to what may be the sentiments of the local 
Government upon it— on the other hand, there is reason to fear that provisions 
of an objectionable character might have been forced by the opposition into any 
Immigration Bill introduced by my present Council. I have at least some 
chance now of forming a stronger Gov* who will be able to carry their measure— 
The difficulty will be to get them to agree upon a proper one. 

Notwithstanding the condemnation of my present council pronounced by 
the constituencies, I am far from thinking that their successors will have an 
easy task— M. Papineau who has more personal influence than any other 
individual in Lower Canada returns into public life with the avowed object of 
proving Lord J. Russell a deceiver, and Responsible Gov* a delusion and a 
snare. He hates Great Britain, and is believed to be somewhat jealous of those 
who have become the leaders of the French Canadians during his eclipse. If the 
system of Govt established in this Province workes satisfactorily, his vocation is 
gone, and he is proved a false prophet. I t will therefore be his object to 
prevent this result—on the other hand, I am disposed to believe, that with 
a certain class of the liberals of British origin, there exists a genuine preference 
for what they deem British or constitutional practise as opposed to Republican
ism. Whether it will be possible to bring the views of these Gentlemen who look 
at our Institutions through an American medium into perfect harmony with those 
of British Statesmen sitting in Downing Street, may be doubtful— But there 
is obviously room for antagonism between those who hold that British Institu
tions, rightly interpreted, are the best in the World, and those who are pledged 
to prove that they are among the worst.— 

Between these two political sections M. La Fontaine and his followers are 
now placed.— Circumstances, perhaps conviction, will induce them for the 
moment to take rank with the latter— 

On one point I apprehend some difficulty— There will be an attempt 
I fear to deal harshly, Yankee fashion, in some instances with subordinate 
officials—for the twofold purpose of punishing political opponents and providing 
places for political friends— 

I have delayed my reply to the confidential despatch which you addressed 
to me some months ago on the subject of the appointment to offices in Canada,1 

being desirous to satisfy myself thoroughly with respect to the working of the 
system before committing myself to a formal opinion on the subject. I am 
disposed to believe that the less you meddle in Canadian app t s even by the issue 
of Royal warrants the better, (excepting in the case of appointments to the 
Legislative Council.).— You cannot effectually control them. By seeming to 
endeavor to do so you enable on the one hand designing colonial administrations 

1 See above p. S8 & note S. 
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to make you share the odium of obnoxious nominations, while on the other 
you rouse that jealousy of imperial interference which has heretofore pro
duced such mischievous effects in Canada. I would allow the responsibility 
of appointing to office to rest upon the Provincial Ministry & to weigh upon 
them as heavily as possible. An intelligent Governor and a watchful opposition 
will generally succeed in preventing abuses from growing too rank. 

Yours very sincerely 

The ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EARL GBEY 

[Endorsed] 

Jan* 22/48 

La Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private BELGEAVE SQUAEE 

Feb* 22/48 

MY DEAE ELGIN, 
I received by the last mail your letter of the 22nd Jany with the intelligence 

of the impending change in your Council— I confess I look to the effects of 
that change with no little anxiety, but I entirely concur with you as to the 
principles on wh. your course in these circumstances must be guided— I can 
have no doubt that you must accept such a Council as the newly elected Pari* 
will support, & that however unwise as relates to the real interests of Canada 
their measures may be, they must be acquiesced in, until it shall pretty clearly 
appear that public opinion will support a resistance to them— There is no 
middle course between this line of policy, & that wh. involves in the last resort 
an appeal to Pari* to over-rule the wishes of the Canadians, & this I agree with 
both Gladstone & Stanley in thinking impracticable— If we over-rule the Local 
Legislature we must be prepared to support our authority by force, & in the 
present state of the world & of Canada, he must in my opinion be an insane 
politician who w3 think of doing so— It does not however follow that you are 
by any means powerless if your advisers insist upon an improper course of 
proceeding the line to take is freely to place before them the objections to it, 
but to yield if they insist up to the point when they have put themselves so 
clearly in the wrong that public opinion will support you in resistance, taking 
the greatest care to carry concession to them as far as possible (on the principle 
of giving them rope enough to hang themselves) & to have their advice & your 
objections to it always recorded in writing upon subjects on wh. you differ, so 
that if at last you come to a rupture there may be no doubt as to the grounds 
of it.— I cannot help believing that the advantages of the present connection 
are so entirely on the side of Canada that by following this course you will be 
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supported in resisting everything t [0] wh. you cannot consent with honor & con
sistently with the real interests of this Country.— If not I do not see how 
separation can be prevented.—I cannot however as yet see any ground for 
despairing of your getting on reasonably well with the new council you may 
form, even if that council sha of necessity include Papineau himself to wh. in 
spite of his manifesto I sha not object if his being included in the arrangement 
sha be insisted upon by the leaders of a party wh. can command a Majority— 
Your influence with the Members of your Ministry wh. will be founded on the 
conviction (I trust generally entertained) that you are no partizan of their 
opponents, & have no other object but to promote the true interest of the Prov
ince will I trust enable you to restrain them from any really objectionable 
measures— 

I will endeavour if possible to find some employm* elsewhere for M w 

Daly but I fear this will not be very easy. 

I will also follow your advice as to the form of appointments but to enable 
me to do so I think you had better give it to me officially in the shape of a 
confidential Despatch.1 

You will see by the newspapers that the political horizon here has become 
very much over-cast & that we are involved in storms of wh. it is difficult to 
foresee the end— 

signed GREY. 
The EAEL OF ELGIN &C 

[Endorsed] 
Feb* 22/48 
La Grey to La Elgin 

1 On June 1, 1848, Lord Elgin wrote a confidential despatch on this subject. He pointed 
out that with the exception of two newly-ereated offices, all commissions granted for some 

say that I am unable to suggest any mode of proceeding by which the practise of awaiting the 
nfCfI*) + °^ B^y3-! Warrants previously to the completion of appointments to office could be 
Made to harmonize with the working of the constitutional system now established and in 
lull and satisfactory operation in this Colony." The delay involved would be productive of 
^barrassment . Then, too, there was the danger that dissatisfied persons in the colony would 
address themselves to the imperial authorities. This would place the Colonial Secretary in 
a n ? y .w a r < i position as he would be obliged to refer the ease back to the colony, which 
?RF"* involve additional delay; or he would have to ignore such pleas and remonstrances 
. throwing the responsibility on the Provincial Government, and thus constituting himself 
¿Pi600!? s o ' r t their ministerial officer." The result of such policy would "no t only involve 
tteiay but also awaken the jealousy of the Colonists on the point on which they are most 
susceptible." 1 0 employ such a system to the appointment of Executive Councillors would be 
^ " . j u l a r l y unsatisfactory—" I am confident that Her Majesty is not likely to be advised 
«> withhold her Assent from any appointment of this nature made by the GovP Gen1 of Canada 
tmiesa under very extraordinary circumstances. . . ." Finally he urged that _ " Boyal 
warrants should not henceforward be issued for appointments to Judicial or Administrative 
¿ rK 6 ? ,m Canada. I t is better in my opinion >fahat the local Government should bear the 
undivided weight of the responsibility attaching to the exercise of Patronage of which they 
timm p o l n t o f f a c t t t e dispensers than tha t they should by the use of forms which have 
™«e practical significance appear to devolve on others a portion of the burden—."_ With 
fjjgard to the Legislative Council, however, he felt that this power should still remain. ™ a 
¿r; imperial Government, and that Commissions (as Legislative Councillors), should await tne 

eceipt of the royal warrant. (Elgin to Greg, 1 June, 18i8, Confidential, Copy, G. 461, p. SSO.) 
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[Original MS] MONTEEAL 

Feb. 5, 1848 

M Y DEAE GEEY, 

My despatches arrived yesterday by Express from Boston—and of course 
I supposed W1 return by the same route— At the moment however of the 
departure of the Halifax mail I am informed that there is doubt as to whether 
they will be allowed to pass through the States— I send this line therefore to 
say that I have nothing particular to communicate except that I have summoned 
our Par* for the 25*" 

All well 
Y. very truly 

The ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

EAEL GEEY 

[Endorsed] 

Feb 5/48 

La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL 

Feb. 5, 1848. 

M Y DEAE GEEY, 

In my last I apprized you of the result of our Elections— My Ministers 
admit that they are beaten, and the Press is unanimous in this sense— I left 
it to them to determine whether they would meet Par* or resign at once— 
Stipulating that if they adopted the former course Par* should be summoned 
without delay. They have resolved to meet Par*, which I am glad of, as their 
immediate resignation would have been attended with inconvenience. Par* is 
summoned for the 25*11 of the month. There will be, I doubt not, a division 
on the address shewing a great majority against the present Gov*— The council 
will resign in a body— 

Before engaging in the work of forming a new Ministry, I am very desirous 
to carry through a bill on Immigration embodying the principles which you 
have suggested— A measure of this description is so loudly called for by the 
Province that the dominant Party will hardly, I think, venture to obstruct its 
progress through the Legislature— 

My council are aware that I am unwilling under existing circumstances 
to make appointments by their advice except in urgent cases— I trust that I 
shall be able to prevent them from offering recommendations to which I should 
feel it my duty to refuse my assent. 
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This Province is about to pass through an interesting crisis— I shall be 
required to accept as advisers persons who were denounced very lately by the 
Secretary of State and the Govr Gen1 as impracticable and disloyal. In these 
sentiments however I have never either overtly or covertly expressed concur
rence^— nor have the most extravagant asserters of Responsible Gov* hitherto 
accused me of stepping out of my constitutional position— The onus probandi 
will therefore rest very heavily on my new counsellors if they cannot act with 
me and put forth pretensions to which I am unable to accede—. 

As it is, I believe, the general opinion, that this attitude of neutrality has 
been assumed by me, not from indifference or incapacity, but from choice, and 
in deference to constitutional principles, I have I think placed myself in a 
favorable position to meet the crisis. The working of the system of Gov* 
established in these Colonies is about to be subjected to a trial under conditions 
which are on the whole advantageous— I t is probable that some influential 
persons at least will say, "we have all along struggled for an administrative 
system analogous to that which exists in the mother Country and now that it 
is fairly conceded to us we are satisfied."—But we must not decieve ourselves— 
Britain and British Institutions have no hold whatsoever on the affections of 
certain classes of the inhabitants of this Province— Powerful influences are at 
work dragging it towards the United States— Under these circumstances a 
sanguine estimate of the probable effect of the most judicious and liberal Policy 
would hardly be warranted. 

Feb. 17, 1848— 

I had proceeded thus far with my fortnightly epistle when I learnt that 
the Messenger who had brought up y: despatches from Boston was doubtful 
as to whether he might not be interfered with on his return by the American 
authorities— As I had nothing very particular to communicate I thought 
it better not to run this risk—the more so, that nothing is so likely to bring 
the Yankees to reasonable terms as the proof that we are altogether indé
pendant of them— Unfortunately however this intelligence reached me when 
it was too late for me to make up a bag for the Halifax route.— 

Y r despatches, on Responsible Gov* addressed to Sir J. Harvey, and to 
me on Emigration,1 have been published, and found their way hither. They 
are, I think, likely to do good. The liberals do not altogether like the doctrine 
about pensions and the inammoveability of Subordinate officers. They cannot 
however deny that y arguments are weighty, • and the tone in wh you have 
expressed yrself gives great satisfaction— I am told that even Papineau when 
ne read y. despatch on Responsible Gov* was staggered, & for a moment admitted 
*hat perhaps Perfide Albion might be sincere.— 

l o r these despatches see below Appendix VI, 
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I am much annoyed at being obliged to dun you again about Immigration 
expenditure,1 — particularly in connexion with the payment of the April Divi
dends on the guaranteed loan. But I cannot help myself— My Ministers have 
No Money, and I suppose they like to shew (which they can do without violating 
truth) that they w3 have left the finances of the Province in good order had it 
not been for this most untoward drain. I do trust that henceforward (after a 
reasonable Immigration law is passed) the British Gov* May wash their hands 
of all connexion with Immigration expenditure—and let the system support 
itself— Nothing can be worse than cross accounts of this description between 
the Colony and the Mother Country— Meanwhile I enclose a note of claims 
against the Province, which I think it might be well that you should state as 
an offset against the claims set up by the Province when you come to settle 
their accounts finally— Very truly yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

1 On 17 February 1848, Lord Elgin wrote to Lord Grey, enclosing a minute of Executive 
Council, with reference to the financial difficulties of the Province. Lord Elgin s tated:—"It 
is with much regret that I again call your Lordship's attention to this subject, but the 
accompanying statements exhibit the amount of the advances already made by the Province 
in this service, & the Embarrassment which is likely to ensue unless further aid be promptly 
administered from Imperial Funds." (Elgin to Grey, 11 February, 18í8, No. 15, Copy, G. 
461, p . 185). 

The Minute of Council commences by reciting the circumstances under which a loan of 
£408,949.1.1, for the construction of public works, was authorized by the Imperial Government. 
The Council then reviewed the steps taken to ensure provincial solvency, and state that there 
existed in 1847—" a surplus balance more than sufficient to meet casual and unforseen 
demands of an Ordinary character." Failure to meet present obligations is laid to the burden 
imposed by the emigration of 1847. On this subject the Council remarked:— 

" — to Sav that that expenditure has been large is to convey no idea of its character 
or effect. As a legitimate charge upon the revenues of the Province incidental to its position 
as a colony, it has been distinctly repudiated by the Colonial Legislature: as a disbursement 
on behalf of Great Britain i t has been in a very great measure unexpected and unprovided 
for; while Such has been the pressing character of the emergency, that men on whom the duty 
has devolved to grapple with the difficulty, have hesitated to acknowledge the obligations it 
imposed, or Shrunk from the task of making provision for i ts relief:—It has not been a ques
tion of discriminative charity between the industrious and the idle, the deserving and the 
dissolute, the whole mass of the imported population involved in one common calamity has 
pressed i t s one resistless claim: the right to be Succoured." 

The Council next pointed to the provincial vote of £20,000 which was characterized as 
an advance to meet the emergency. Once more i t was stated that Provincial expenditure on the 
emigrante was regarded as an advance against the time when the full extent of the bill was 
known and "—it will be in the power of the British Government to relieve the Province 
of all pecuniary responsibility—." 

Finally, the Council held that the amount in the Bank of England, at the credit of the 
Province, was insufficient to meet the dividends on the loan due on April 1; and that the 
Provincial funds were insufficient to purchase the exchange required. 

In a second minute of the same date, the expenditure on the emigrants was stated to be 
£130,607. The proceeds of the tax on emigrants was given as £19,000.9.2, and advances by the 
Imperial Government as £55,358.6.8. This meant that the consolidated revenue had advanced 
£5624.5/. Nor was the expense at an end, since the province must still meet the cost of the 
emigrant hospitals at Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, and Toronto._ A large number of orphans 
had still to be provided for. The Council claimed, tha t provincial means were exhausted "— 
and that immédiate Steps are necessary to procure Funds from England if further advances 
a re to be Made, and indeed to provide for the current expenses and Actual Service of the 
Province." I t was recommended that Drafts, not exceeding £20,000 stg., should be drawn on 
Messrs. Glyn, of Halifax, on the security of Provincial Bonds held by that company— "bu t 
the Committee with confidence rely upon the Home Government notpermitt ing that Province to 
Sustain any pecuniary Sacrifice in this Matter from a depreciation of her Securities, by a 
foreed Sale, or to Suffer any discredit to be thrown on her engagements through her efforts 
to provide against the pressure of an Emigration of so alarming and so unprecedented a 
character." _ 

This minute concludes with recommendations as to sanitary regulations which should be 
adopted for future emigrations. These recommendations were embodied in a draft bill. The 
Council requested that this bill should be transmitted to England,_ t o Emigrant Agents_ and to-
shipping firms " i n order tha t they ¡may be prepared ¡for (the Legislative Measures which will 
probably be adopted with reference to it, and enforced during the ensueing season of Emigra
tion." (Canada State Booh, S. p. S49). 
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Mem. of Sums due by the Provincial Government to the Imperial Treasury— 

Indian annuities £10.000 
Duties on Cattle imported for the Troops 8.000 
Balance of Loan made to Lower Canada in 1837 4.000 

£22.000 
[Endorsed] 
Feb/ 5/48 

La Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private BELGEAVE SQTJAEE 

March 22/48 
MY DEAB ELGIN, 

Tho' the Mail does not go for two days I will take advantage of being con
fined to the house by a bad cold to begin at all events an answer to your very 
interesting letters of the 5 t h and 17th of Feb7— This is indeed a most important 
crisis in the history of Canada & the experiment you are Now trying will 
probably determine not only whether its connection with this Country is to 
last, but also whether it is to have the advantage of a mixed & well regulated 
Gov11* or is to be given up to Extreme democracy,— The more I see of the 
Nature of this last Gov* (without looking to the Monstrous absurdities now 
perpetrating in France but judging from your neighbours in the U. States) the 
more persuaded I am that the Canadians are infinitely more interested than we 
are in the result— To us except the loss of prestige (no slight one I admit) 
the loss of Canada wa be the loss of little but a source of heavy expense & 
great anxiety, while to the Canadians the loss of our protection & of our 
moderating influence to restrain the excesses of their own factions w1 be one of 
the Greatest that can be conceived. I trust that there is good sense enough 
among the Majority to make them understand this, & thus to enable you to 
proceed in your great experiment, it is a great comfort not only to myself but 
to my colleagues to be satisfied that if it fails in your hands failure must have 
been inevitable, as I have no doubt that you have played this great game as 
well as it ca be played & that the principles upon wh. you have acted are not 
only the rights ones but have been most judiciously applied.— I am very 
glad also to hear that my Despatch on responsible Gov11* has been well taken— 
m Nova Scotia Sir J. Harvey seems t [0] have settled his change of administra
ron satisfactorily but I cannot help thinking that there is a difference in the 
capability of the Anglo Saxon race for self Govn* from that of the other 
European races. 

The Bill you have sent us home for emigration is indeed a formidable one,1 

Qor is this a convenient Year for meeting such demands; I cannot yet tell you 
how I shall answer it, as it is too large a question for me to settle by myself 

xSee above p. l£b and note. 
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& I must give it more consideration before I can even make up my own opinion,— 
the present inclination of my mind is to pay the whole Now as part of the huge 
charge for the Irish famine, but at the same time to take no vote for Emigration 
expenses in Canada for the future leaving the Province to meet them from its 
own resources adopting such precautions as it thinks proper by Legislation. I 
rather gather from your letter that this is the course wh. you wa recommend.— 
One thing the Colonists shd consider that if they are too unreasonable in their 
pecuniary demands, we shall be driven into meeting them by re-imposing the 
duty on their timber and making it equal to that on Baltic Timber, they sha 

remember that this is nearly the only differential duty we have left & that by 
applying the principles of free trade to them we ca easily raise from £500,000 
to a Million a year without any sensible burthen on ourselves. I confess I 
think that now the Canadians have self Gov11* so completely granted tt0] them 
they ought also to pay all its expenses including military protection, the only 
exception being the Governor General's salary wh. for many reasons sha be 
charged upon this Country (if we were relieved from the other expenses of the 
Colony) & sha be raised to at least double its present amount, so as to make 
the Office an object to leading men here. These however are views rather of 
what ought to be than of what I have the least notion can be, tho' I have very 
little doubt that means might be found of enabling Canada to pay for most 
effective military protection without imposing any real burthen upon her— This 
I think ca be done in connection with emigration. What I sha like wa be to 
send out some of the many thousand emigrants Who now go annually to 
America under the restraint of Military discipline to be employed not merely 
as soldiers but as pioneers to prepare some of the neglected lands of Canada 
for settlement. The wild western Irishman now goes out to Canada utterly 
ignorant of every useful kind of labour, & till he gets gradually instructed, is 
fit for no employment requiring more than brute strength. But he is a singu
larly teachable animal, & one very easily brought under discipline if well 
managed. Now if a couple of thousand of these men were enlisted annually, 
subjected to regular instruction as our Sappers & Miners are, both in the 
Military exercise & in labor, & employed for 7 Years in opening roads or if you 
please in constructing railroads, receiving while employed fair wages from wh. 
a portion shd be stopped to pay at the end of their engagement for a comfort
able cottage & lot of land wh. sha be given to them;—it seems to me that the 
Colony might pay these men & get back by the sale of Land at an advanced 
price on the sides of the roads so constructed & in the neighbourhood of the 
Settlements so formed, far more than had been spent, while at the same time 
the general revenue wa be increased by thus developping the Natural resources 
of the Province and increasing the population— Of course these Men w3 be 
accompanied by their wives & wa be from the first placed in the Cottages to 
become their own at the termination of their agreement.— This Country might 
fairly pay for the transport of such a force to Canada leaving it after its arrival 
a charge upon the Colony, in a few Years a very large force w3 thus be formed 
& as it was no Isi0l existing Garrison might by degrees be withdrawn, or at least 
reduced to a very small amount— Men so sent out sha at the end of their 7 
Years engagement be put upon the footing of the enrolled pensioners here, 
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being called out for exercise 12 days in each Year & being also liable to be 
required to serve in the Province in the case of war or disturbance— A very 
effective reserve force wa thus be gradually created & at an exceedingly small 
cost— These are very crude ideas wh. it is rather hard to have inflicted upon 
you in their present shape, nor had I any intention of doing so when I began 
writing, I am however strongly impressed with the conviction that the prin
ciple of what I have suggested is right & might be worked out into a practicable 
measure— 
You must by this time have reea the news of the French revolution, & this 
mail will carry out to you the news of the changes by wh. it has been followed 
almost all over Europe.—these are indeed marvellous & fearful times, & it 
is impossible to look forward to what may be the events of the next few 
months without the greatest apprehension. These events will not I fear be with
out their influence even on the other side of the Atlantic & they will probably 
cause much excitement among the French Canadians. 

r&o] 
GREY 

[Endorsed] 
March 22/48 
La Grey to La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONKLANDS. 

, March. 2 1848. 
MY DEAR GEEY, 

Par* has met at last. I am glad of it— for since the close of the Elections 
my time has been spent neither agreably nor profitably. After their result was 
ascertained, Ministers, who never denied that they were beaten, expressed a 
desire to meet Par* before retiring — I consented at once to their so doing, 
on condition that it was summoned without delay. This was, I apprehend, 
under the circumstances, the proper course = but it has not been unattended 
with inconvenience and difficulty— During the interval every Act of the 
Ministry has been the subject of invidious comment. Their position, with cer
tain death staring them in the face, has been, it must be allowed, one of con
siderable difficulty and some temptation. I have had by no means an easy 

' task in determining when to give them the rein & when to withold assent to 
their recommendations — More than once since I last wrote the sky has been 
lowering and I have had my fears lest my connexion with them should terminate 
l n an explosion. These incidents have occasioned me a good deal of trouble 
tod anxiety, but they hardly deserve to be made matter of record. Meanwhile, 

i m respect to more important interests the situation has been most unfavorable. 
I^have been obliged to prepare for Parliament with a Ministry whose fall at 

very opening of the campaign is inevitable; and who naturally desire to fall 
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softly. At such an epoch neither Imperial nor Provincial interests are likely, 
it may be feared, to occupy the largest place in their thoughts. But, in truth, 
bad as things are now in these respects, they have never been much better since 
I came here. My Ministers have always been struggling for existence— Catch
ing at straws— living from hand to mouth. Any thing like a large or Generous 
policy has been altogether out of their reach. I know not what the future may 
bring forth: but I confess that I regard with hope rather than apprehension 
the prospect of coming in contact with a more powerful Party, and with men of 
more decided views. 

I await with some anxiety yr official communication on the subject of our 
Immigration expenditure — I cannot conceal from you that I consider the line 
of argument which you adopt in your private letter1 in favor of saddling the 
Province with a portion of this outlay, a dangerous one in the present temper 
of mens' minds. It may be true, that Canada is not worth keeping on the 
terms on which alone she can be retained — When You count the cost of her 
military establishments and ask ' where is the quid pro quo.' it is very possible 
you may obtain no sufficient answer. But, pardon me for observing, if you 
attempt to redress the balance by requiring the Colony to bear burdens which 
she does not choose to bear, you engage in a contest of which the issues are 
by no means certain. The position of Canada as respects British sympathies 
and antipathies is most anomalous and cannot be measured by ordinary rules.— 
Disaffection is not here as in other parts of the Empire a purely negative senti
ment — It is the creature of positive preferences and hopes. The question 
practically present to men's minds is not ' Do we hate England enough to 
renounce our allegiance and to affront all the inconveniences and perils of 
seperation'—but rather, 'Do we love her enough, is her connexion sufficiently 
valuable to us to induce us to refuse to clasp the hand which is stretched out 
towards us by a great neighbouring and kindred nation, with whose prosperity 
and rapid advancement as contrasted with our comparatively slow progress we 
are constantly taunted by British Statesmen? '— 
A People so circumstanced must be handled with caution and I am not sanguine 
of the success of any attempt to persuade them that they ought to pay heavily 
for what they regard a grievous calamity entailed upon them as a consequence 
of their dependant position = more especially when this attempt is accom
panied by an intimation that the prerogative will be exercised to prevent measures 
of precaution adopted by the local legislature from becoming law, if they shall 
exceed the limits prescribed by Imperial authority— Your advice on such a 
subject is reeieved with suspicion. You are supposed to be considering the 
interests of an over-peopled metropolis = or, what is still worse, of Irish Land
lords, a class of persons who are by no means in favor on this side of the Atlantic. 
My own opinion is, that the British N.A. Colonies should be left as much as 
possible to themselves to take measures for the prevention of diseased Immi
gration, and for meeting the expenses of the service. If, under the influence of 
temporary excitement, they were at any time to subject Immigration to improper 

See above p. 125. 
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restrictions, the injury which various Provincial interests would thereby sus
tain would ensure a prompt return to a more judicious and liberal Policy. 

s Between this, and the adoption of an entirely artificial system of Immigration, 
or, as it is more pompously styled, Colonization, the cost of which wa be defrayed 
by the Mother Country, I see no safe & practicable course. However I am 
doing all I can to induce the Legislature to pass an Immigration Bill as nearly 
as may be in conformity with the suggestions contained in Your Despatch on the 
subject. I shall probably be able to send it by this mail as it comes out of 

' the furnace of the Lower House. 
Par* met on Friday— a division took place on the Speakership in which Sir 

A MeNab the Ministerial candidate was beaten by 54 to 19.! ! M. Morin 
(French) elected— So much for the position of of my Ministers in the new House, 
on Monday I delivered my Speech. Since then, they have been discussing the 
conduct of certain returning Officers— an Immigration Bill—&c &c. Tomorrow 

* (Friday) the debate on the Address commences.— 
You will observe that in the last paragraph of my Speech I remarked that, 

among other advantages, Canada possesses " the blessing of Peace secured t n 

her under Providence by the patriotism of her Sons and her connexion with a 
State which is both just & powerful " I inserted these words advisedly and 
they have had the effect I intended to produce— At a Caucus Meeting of the 
liberal Party held yesterday for the purpose of determining what the amend-

I ment should be, I have reason to know that M. Papineau made a most violent 
Speech on this clause—denouncing Britain in no measured language —- This 
brought out MM Baldwin who dissented altogether from these views, & spoke in 

S terms of loyalty and attachment to British Connexion. My object is attained, 
for the blot is hit, & the amendment agreed on is, in this part, an echo of the 
Speech. . — 

I enclose the copy of a curious letter which has come to me from the States. 
It is anonymous—in some places misspelt which may be the result of design—. 
It came in a parcel addressed to Mary, packed up with wonderful care, and 
prepaid. I t is certainly written by some one who knows the carte du pays for 
the statements are accurate enough in so far as I can test them. 

However, we have not made Papineau Speaker, and, I trust, that we shall 
be able to keep him at the head of a factious minority = but it will require 
some skill and luck to do so. 

For the present I drop the curtain; when it rises again a fortnight hence 
I shall have the pleasure of introducing my new set of dramatis personam 

Very sincely Yrs. 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EAEL GEEY 

[Endorsed] 
Mareh 2/48 

La Elgin 
»337—9 
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[Enclosure] 

Copy 

To the R* Honble The EAEL OF ELGIN 
Governor Gen1 of Canada. 

8m, 
As the new Legislature is about to meet, and important changes likely to 

take place in the Appointment of publie Officers, I respectfully offer Some 
Suggestions for your Lordship's Consideration. This Letter, I will leave with 
M r Barclay the British Consul, & I trust that your Lordship will have leisure 
to read it. 

Among the Candidates for the Presidency, Mesrs Taylor, Cass, Clay & 
Polk, are the most prominent. The importance of managing the Matters in 
Canada, So as not to influence the choice of M r Cass, through a Union of 
Northern popularity with certain Southern interests, cannot, I think, be over
stated. 

M r Cass came very near an Election in 1844—; Ohio, though favorable to 
the Wilmot proviso, has again hoisted his name, a large Party in this State 
may be brought to support him, & your Course may (I do not Say will) Secure 
his Election. 

When in France he paid court publicly to Louis Philippe, privately to the 
Republicans, who hope to succeed him. He professed to be friendly to France, 
& opposed to England; his property consists chiefly of lands near Detroit, or 
bonds for Sale, & other real Estate in Michigan. No state in the Union shewed 
more anxiety to get rid of Britain than Michigan. M r Cass at heart shared 
their views. 

When M r Papineau was in France, he was most intimate with M r Cass, 
that intimacy continues. M r Marcy, another of M r Papineau's friends, tried 
hard to elect M r Cass instead of M r Polk. If M r Cass is nominated by the 
party, & your Legislature elect M r Papineau its Speaker, & there be violent 
debates in the assembly, the Embers of the old war feeling of 1838 will be 
quickly fanned by the democratic party leaders. Cass & Canada will be the 
private watchword, & your debates will be copied & Commented upon, & placed 
before the people, from Iowa to Maine, as a proof that Canada is ready to 
revolt — M r Papineau is known all along the lines as the head-rebel of 
Canada — he has just issued an address just as inflammatory as his Speeches 
were in 1836 & /37 — his Election would therefore be injurious to the return 
of Clay or Taylor, & might do much for Cass. In 1840 M r Van Buren, believed 
to be the Peace Candidate, did not get the vote of a Single frontier County 
in any State opposite to British N. America. 

MT Papineau adopted the Cass Policy in Washington in 1838. He did 
much to assuage the fears of the Slave holders by the assurances that Britain 
was more abolutionist than the Canadians, who would, he said, gladly give up 
the Slaves to their owners, if a Separate Power, or be ruled by the Constitution 
if admitted into the Confederacy. I know that M r Poulett Thomson remarks 
in his letters to Lord Russell, that England could lick the Yankees. But may 
not Events in Europe Give her work at home, & would not a War hunting presi
dent be dangerous in such a Case? Why play the Game of one's Enemies? 
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[Enclosure] 

You have made a sort of O'Connell of Mr Papineau; recalled his Son, who 
took the oaths to this Government; given the Patronage of the Crown Exten
sively among his Relatives, & held united as a Ministry the Ultra Conservatives 
of Upper Canada & the more Ultra Republicans of the Lower Colony. This 
may be proper, but do not forget for a Moment, in the Papineaus & Vigers you 
See the most treacherous Enemies of your Countrymen & of your race. Well is 
old Papineau, his father, described by Colonel Baynes in his letter to Sir Isaac 
Brock1 as a " white livered runagate " the System which called to Office2 

together, in 1844, Mess18 Robinson, Draper, Papineau, Prince,3 Sherwood, Viger, 
Morris, Burns &c, was indeed a curiosity. Nevertheless a Government in 
Opposition to public Sentiment would be fraught with difficulties, altho' to 
have in the Chair of the Assembly, or in any other more important office, the 
man who denounced " Pitt, & the other bribed & pensioned & long buried 
framers of the act of 1791 ", " the blood stained dictator, Colborne ", & " the 
more hollow hearted but not less vindictive dictator Durham," whose "suit 
was composed Exclusively of individuals full of vice and depravity ", will 
be injurious. 

Have you no hold in him, through the offices with which you are fattening 
a nest of Serpents to Sting you when they desire? Gratitude is out of the 
question. 

One thing is clear to me. It would be wise to humour the new house to 
do Something handsome in the way of public Schools — help on real reforms 
& reserve knotty questions till after next November. 

No two men are now on better terms than Mess18 Papineau & Bidwell. 
Sir Francis B. Head set the latter down as the Enemy of England. He is So, 
6 hates the European cordially: Mr Papineau has written to him to Settle 
in U. Canada again; & he is inclined to do So, & to get into the Legislature, to 
aid in Exciting disaffection. It is intended to bring in a bill for his Conven
ience, to repeal the U. Canada Statute which requires persons who have resided 
m the U. States to be Seven years in the Colony before they can be elected. 
It might be reserved if it passed the two Houses. 
At the Massachusetts, Berkshire County, Jubilee, Aug* 22, 1844, Governor 
Briggs spoke thus— " I call upon Brother Bidwell, a true son of Berkshire for 
a speech " — page 158 — official account, page 159 — M. S. Bidwell then 

'•For this letter see. Brock, F. B., The Life and correspondence of Sir Isaac Brock 
(London: 1845) p. 86. 
is l i t a ^ *^o s e mentioned by the writer of this letter were appointed to office. The following 
i s a list of the appointments made by Sir Charles Metcalfe, subsequent to the resignation of his 
namsters (with the exception of D. Daly) in November, 1843:— 
1S December, 184S-
, 0 a • B. Viger and W. H. Draper, members of Executive Council; 

J ; : , , ? - Draper, Attorney General, West, 
w "ham Morris, Receiver General, 
T ' ¿- .-Papineau, Commissioner of Grown Lands, 

1 n,# i 1 * 1 1 ' a t torney General, East; 
7 Vctober, 18U-

O. B. Viger, President of the Council, 
te nZ~?% Sherwood, Solicitor General; 

William B. Robinson, Inspector General. 
jj-™*- John Prince received no appointment. 
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[Enclosure] 

took the Stand & Said— " I have come here Simply to enjoy one of the dearest 
" wishes of my heart that of visiting after So long absence in a foreign land, the 
" Scenes & friends of my childhood. I come, I know with the Same Senti- > 
" ments & feelings which are experienced by the thousands around me — a son 
" of Berkshire — it is the proudest title I ever aspired to — " 

The Speaker of two Assemblies in Upper Canada, Considers himself to j 
have been a foreigner there — He addressed the Crown — " We your • 
Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects," one year, & had the feelings & Senti- I 
ments of a worthy Massachusetts Yankee, another. i" 

To invite a cunning man like this back to Canada, is to prepare to place I 
Strangers over the heads of Canadians & Immigrants. I 

That the tory party, Some thro' incapacity, others thro' design, Slyly aided I 
by M r Bidwell & his friends, Some taking one Side, & others the other, before I 
the rebellion, it would be Easy to demonstrate. The difficulty you have to f 
encounter, is how to keep the people on your Side, and yet prevent the influence j 
of those who hate Englishmen from becoming More Extensive than it is. ' 

Your difficulties are only commencing, and may Heaven Conduct you safe I 
through them. Mildness & firmness, with Steady & well directed efforts to 
benefit the Country, will do much; at present the Americans are weakening, ' 
instead of Strengthening their institutions, so far as they are based on justice ( 

& Equity. 
If M r Papineau's Course in the Assembly shall be of a piece with his recent 

letters, it may do much .mischief. By referring to his past Statements & 
humble military career he might be ashamed, for he is a poltroon, but Lord 
Dalhousie helped him on to popularity by refusing to treat him as Speaker 
when elected. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private BELGEAVE SQTJAEE 

April 7/48 \ 
M Y DEAE ELGIN ! 

I send you by this mail a Despatch upon the Emigrant Bill1 wh. long before f 
this I conclude from your last letter that you have passed. You will see that ( 

in urging some amendments I have abstained from saying positively that the . 
Act wa be left in operation thinking that some doubt on this point might possibly 
a little facilitate the passing of the amendments, but I may tell you privately ' 
that we have no thoughts of disallowing it, not at least whilst this seasons ^ 
emigration is proceeding, whether we may not disallow it at the end of the Year 

1 The following objections and suggestions to the proposed act were made by Lord Grey 
in this despatch:— 
1. Objections to Clause 5—on the ground that i t required (a) the Master of eaeh vessel to declare 

the name and age of every passenger; and (o) to designate any lunatic, idiot, deaf, dtnnfc 
blind or infirm person and to state if such person was accompanied by relatives able to 
care for him; and also to designate all children without relatives on board, and all widows' 
or women with children ba t without husbands. Masters failing to comply with such con
ditions were subject to a penalty of f 6 for each case which he failed to report. Suggestion*-"! 
(a) tha t the official eustoms list be tafeen as sufficient evidence of the name and age oi 
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postponing till then any decision, so as to make the Assembly reconsider the 
whole subject before next season I will not say (I am writing in the morning 
before I go to the Office where I know I shall not have a moment, & I therefore 
have not the act to refer to so as to be sure that I am right in my recollection 
that its operation as it stands is for two Years) but I think it not improbable 
that we shall take this course—At all events however for the present we shall 
not interfere with it—This determination & the very high rate of emigrant 
tax the Legislature has chosen to impose, strengthen my opinion that 
our best course with regard to emigration expenses will be to pay the 
whole for last Year & nothing for this leaving the Assembly to make the 
arrangements it thinks proper—I cannot however say positively yet that this 
will be our course. You may conceive that the present state of affairs at home 
makes it very difficult for me to get the opinion of the Cabinet upon any subject 
on wh. I cannot decide alone. You will see by the Newspapers in what an 
agitated state we are, the condition of Ireland is becoming more & more alarming 
& in England though the Great body of the people are sound it is impossible to 
disguise from oneself that in many places there is a very bad spirit abroad, & 
that from the distress it is likely to spread— The state of Europe has had a 
most disastrous effect upon our trade— It was just beginning to revive & there 
were all the signs of a prosperous Year coming on when everything was abso
lutely paralyzed by the breaking out of the French revolution— The consump
tion of Europe is now so very important a part of our trade that its sudden 
cessation is a most serious blow. Over the whole continent confusion seems to 
get worse & worse but things seem to me hopeless only in France. Do you get 
the Economist in Canada? If so I hope you have read a most admirable article 
wh. appeared in it last week on the prospects of the different European 
Countries— It will I trust prove a great safety to Canada in this general wreck 
of authority that you will have had a Ministry partly consisting of French 
Canadians when the News of all these startling events reached you— I am 
waiting anxiously for the sequel to your last interesting letter with an account 
of the beginning of your political changes— 

[Endorsed] 
April 7/48 
La Grey to La Elgin (signed) GREY 

passengers, .the Master being required only to add the names of any passengers embarked sub
sequent to the delivery of such list to him; (b) tha t the Master of a ship was a private 
individual with arduous duties to perform and should not be held responsible for a duty 
which by clause 6 was very properly imposed upon a provincial officer. 

Objections to clause 1—on the ground tha t (a) the amount requred to be paid for emigrants 
"thought likely to become chargeable" was too high; and (b) that the emigrant tax in 
general might be too high. Suggestions—(a) tha t the subject be reconsidered; and (6) that 
this security should not be required from those who, though not able to earn their own 
living were proceeding to Canada to join relations who were able to support them. 

Objection to clause 14—on the ground that it "would appear to be inconsistent with general 
principles of Law and with the rights of other parties " to require that " in ease a Vessel 
he lost on the Coast of Canada, the Wreck shall be liable for the maintenance of Passengers, 
and for their conveyance to their destination." 

Lord Grey also urged that the Legislature should endeavour to pass such a law as would 
secure uniformity of legislation on this subject, in British North America. He pointed out 
that i t would be highly detrimental if the Canadian law should be made more stringent 
than those of the other colonies or of the United States. (Grey to Mgin, April 6, 1848, No. 
MS, G. ISO, p. S52). 
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[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTEEAL March 17. 1848. 

MY .DEAR GEEY,—I agree with you in thinking that the realization of the 
views which are not obscurely shadowed forth in M Papineau's manifesto would 
in all probability be attended by results little satisfactory to his compatriots 
but—, however difficult it may be to reconcile the course he is now taking with the 
belief that he is a disinterested Patriot, or even a zealous assertor of French 
Canadian interests, it is by no means impossible to account for it on the sup
position that he is a selfish man, prompted by motives of personal ambition, 
and that blind antipathy to England, which he shares with certain fanatics in 
France, and the United States, and which is in his case aggravated (as is not 
unusual with characters of this stamp,) by the signal lenity which he has experi
enced at the hands of the British Gov* He is a dangerous man however, and 
has much influence among the French Canadians; who remember that he cheered 
them on to the fight, & forget that he left them in the thick of it 

A circumstance somewhat significant as indicating the quality of this Gentle
man's patriotism occurred a few days ago—An agricultural Society for Lower 
Canada has been lately established—I take an interest in it—Major Campbell, 
my secretary, one of the most enterprising seigneurs in the Province, presides— 
It is supported by the leading men of all Parties— The priests give it special 
encouragement— A journal, undefiled by the remotest allusion to politics, is 
published in French for the information and instruction of the Habitans— One 
individual only in Lower Canada has refused to take this journal, and returned 
it to the Publisher. That individual is L. J. Papineau!— 

The Parliamentary campaign has not opened favorably for M. Papineau. 
To have been forced to swallow in silence a paragraph in the address in reply 
to the speech from the throne in which one of Canada's choicest blessings is 
ascribed to her connexion with a State which is both just & powerful, must 
have been a-deep mortification to him— the deeper and bitterer, because this 
necessity was imposed on him from the impossibility of finding in the most 
liberal Assembly ever elected in Canada an individual who would second his 
amendment. I trust too that this lesson will not be altogether lost upon our 
republican neighbours who are crowing loudly over the alleged anti British 
tendencies of our new House of Commons. 

Permit me however to observe—this result, be its importance great or 
small,—could not have been atchieved had I pursued any other course of policy 
than that which I have steadily followed since I came here. It is not without 
much pains & circumspection that I have succeeded in impressing the leading 
men of all parties with a thorough conviction of my impartiality and sincerity 
and of my readiness not only passively to endure; but, within constitutional 
limits, to give active support, to any administration which might eommend itself 
to me as possessing the confidence of Par*— After all that had occurred it was 
by no means easy to bring the public to believe that I neither fear nor distrust 
any class of Provincial Politicians, and yet I am confident that if I had adopted 
on such points the views which I inherited, three fourths of the members for 
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Lower Canada, with a section more or less numerous of Upper Canadians, would 
have united with M. Papineau in any amendment expressive of disaffection 
and distrust of England which he might have proposed. A declaration of this 
nature at the present time would have sounded like the blast of a trumpet 
through the Union— 

As it is, I start fair with the new men— and by every thing which I have 
done since I came here the ground is laid for a good understanding— The late 
Ministers tendered their resignations in a body on Saturday the 4th, immediately 
after the division on the Address which took place on Friday. I recieved and 
answered the address on Tuesday, and then sent for Mess. La Fontaine & Bald
win. I spoke to them in a candid and friendly tone. Told them, that I thought 
there was a fair prospect, if they were moderate and firm, of forming an adminis
tration deserving & enjoying the confidence of Par*—that they might count on 
all proper support and assistance from me. La Fontaine's manner, (to whom 
Baldwin seemed desirous to yield the first place,) is naturally somewhat stiff, 
but he soon thawed; and our intercourse has been entirely frank & satisfactory— 
In the programme first submitted to me MM Sullivan's name did not appear. I 
expressed regret at this, which they assured me they shared, adding that they 
had omitted him at his own desire, as he disliked politics, and thought that the 
office destined for him must be given to another to conciliate a certain class of 
supporters— They dwelt much on difficulties arising out of pretensions advanced 
in various quarters, which gave me an opportunity to advise them not to attach 
too much importance to such considerations, but to bring together a council 
strong in administrative talent, and to take their stand on the wisdom of their 
measures and policy. These remarks had their effect; they took back their 
programme, and returned the next day with Mr Sullivans' name included— 
I consider this a point of importance, for M w Sullivan is not only an able man, 
but more British in his feelings than any politician almost whom I have met 
with in Canada.— 

I am not without hopes that my position will be improved by the change of 
administration. My present council unquestionably contains more talent and 
has a firmer hold on the confidence of Par* and of the Poeple, than the last— 
There is I think moreover on their part a desire to prove, by proper deference 
for the authority of the Gov. Gen1, (which they all admit has in my case never 
been abused), that they were libelled when they were accused of impracticability 
and antimonarchieal tendencies— They will of course be exposed to pressure 
from without, but, so long as their views are sound, and their hearts in the right 
Place, they will be better able to resist such pressure, and to give a right direction 
to legislation, than their predecessors, who seldom ventured on a division without 
the prospect of defeat. The late Gov* had to win a character for patriotism, 
^ d to rid themselves of the imputation of undue subserviency to Gubernatorial 
influences, and it was therefore hardly possible for them to treat with moderation 
and fairness questions in which the interests of the Colony and the Mother 
Country seemed to be conflicting. They had established too, it would appear 
to have been imagined, by the part which they took in Lord Metcalfe's contest, 
a sort of undifinable claim on him and his successors, which subsisted, or 
*as supposed to subsist, long after they had virtually abandoned the flag under 
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which they won that battle. For, candor obliges me to declare my belief, 
that, notwithstanding the issue raised by Lord Metcalfe, they used patronage for 
party purposes with quite as little scruple as his first council: and M[r] Draper's 
last speech in Parliament, giving an account of certain transactions which had 
taken place between Lord Cathcart and himself, contained the most arrogant 
assertion of the rights of Ministers in this matter ever propounded in the Cana
dian House of Commons— I make these observations to you confidentially, not 
with the view of inducing you to give publicity to my opinions on these delicate 
& knotty points, or of disparaging the services of Gentlemen with whom I have 
acted amicably, & who have succumbed in fair fight, but, in order to put you 
in possession of facts the knowledge of which is indispensable to a right under
standing of our political position, & to remove impressions respecting men & local 
parties, which notwithstanding the high sanction of Lord Metcalfe's name I 
believe to be both erroneous and dangerous. 

You will observe, I think, a more liberal and business like tone in the 
communication on the subject of Immigration expenditure1 which I send you 
by this mail than in others formerly recieved by you. There is, I believe, a 
sincere desire on the part of my new Council to put their shoulders to the wheel 
and do what they can for the settlement of the Province. I trust that you will 
meet their advances in an encouraging & cordial spirit— 

My views respecting the justice and policy of requiring Canada to bear 
any considerable portion of the expenses entailed by last year's Immigration 
have been so repeatedly submitted that I refrain from pressing them again— 
This however I must be pardoned for remarking. An Imperial guarantee for the 

1 On 17 March, 1848. the Executive Council adopted the following report of the Inspector 
General, and urged that i t should ¡be sent to the Assembly:— 

"The Inspector General takes the earliest opportunity of submitting to His Excellency the 
Governor General, such a Statement of the Financial Affairs of the Province as he has been able 
to prepare, which, in the absence of the detailed accounts of revenue and expenditure for the 
past year, whieh are not yet completed, will, he trusts, be found satisfactory. The net revenue 
for the year 1847, including outstanding bonds for duties, was £506,826 14s. 8d. To this must be 
added the balance at the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund on the 31st January, 1847 
which was £52,00« 3s. 7d., making a total credit of £558,832 18s. 3d. The expenditure for the 
year, including the interest of the public debt, and the various appropriations by Parliament 
under permanent Acts and the annual Supply, is £458,021 16s. l id. , leaving an apparent balance 
at the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of £100,811 Is. 4d. Against this balance, however, 
must be placed:— 

First, the sum of £35,000-, principally for public works, appropriated by Parliament in 1845, 
1846 and 1847, but not yet paid. 

Second, The sum of £22,283 5s. 9d., expended during the past year under Orders in Council, 
without the authority of Parliament. 

Third, The appropriation in the Supply Bill of 1847, of £20,000, for Immigration and Quaran
tine; whieh, i t is to oe feared, the Province will be called upon to pay. 

Fourth, A balance due to the Imperial Government which may be estimated at £22,000; 
and which is urgently demanded by the Commissariat Department. 

Fifth, The amount of appropriations for the service of former years for Common Schools, 
Public Buildings, &c, whieh have not yet been paid, but for which the Consolidated Fund is 
liable, and which may be estimated at £50,000. These demands, amounting in the aggregate 
to about £150,000 Currency, would, if settled, place the Consolidated Revenue Fund in advance 
about £50,000. 

I t must however be borne in mind that a very large sum, not less than £100,000, of the 
revenue of the past year is still unpaid. And further, that the advances on account of the 
expenditure consequent on the Immigration of last season, and the amount still due on the 
same account, for the payment of which the faith of the Government is pledged, cannot be 
estimated as less than £63,000, over and above the £20,000 voted by the Provincial Legislature 
during the last Session. 

The advanees on account of the Immigration expenditure of the past year, and the large 
amount of outstanding Bonds for Customs and Timber duties have caused very serious 
embarrassments to the Government which still continues, and i t is to be feared will continue 
for some time longer. But in the opinion of the Inspector General the real ground for 
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loan of £1.500.000 was given in Lord Sydenhams time to help him to confirm 
the allegiance of the Province— A bonus of some shillings on each bushel 
of Canadian wheat, with the privilege of grinding Yankee produce for the British 
market, strengthened the hands of Sir C. Metcalfe. I ask for no such adsci-
titious aids— I do not request you to restore protection which has been aban
doned—or to give Imperial guarantees which are objectionable on principle.; 
but to abstain from imposing upon Canada at this crisis a burden which she 
has never borne (for the poll tax & Imperial grant have heretofore met Immi
gration charges) and which the circumstances which attended the Immigration 
of last year could not fail to render especially onerous- distasteful— 

But I have already trespassed at too great length on y w time.— In my next 
I shall probably communicate to you that the legislature is prorogued. 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE. 

I send a newspaper with a speech of Papineau's1 that you may see the style of 
his harangues. 

Many thanks for y. communication about my expenses. I shall be very 
cautious in acting upon it. 

[Endorsed] 
March 17/48 

Lord Elgin 
Reca April 10 

uneasiness is to be found in the still increasing expenditure for Public Works. Under the &th 
Vic. Cap. 06, the sum of £520,833 l i s . ld, was appropriated for various Public Works, and 
authority^ was at the same time given to the Government to raise the amount on _ the credit of 
the Province. During the last Session, a further sum of £60,000 was appropriated for the 
Welland and Lachine Canals, which was likewise to be raised by loan. 

I t appears that of this aggregate amount of £580,833 l i s . ld. the sum of £408,651 16s. 4d. has 
been actually raised and expended on the works; but it is important to remark that no loans 
have been obtained in the ordinary way in the money market. The money has been obtained 
partly by the investment of the Clergy Reserves, Jesuits' Estates, School Lands, and other 
special funds m Provincial Debentures; and partly from the balance of the Imperial guaranteed 
loan of £1,500,000. 

In the opinion of the Inspector General there is no probability that the Provincial Deben
tures whieh the Government is now authorized to sell, can be disposed of at par; and yet he 
finds on enquiry at the Department of Public Works, that not only have contracts been 
entered into to this extent of the £172,181 14s. 9d., which, is the balance of the appropriations 
for which the Government is authorized to issue Debentures, but that the Commissioners of 
Public Works have entered into contracts to the extent of upwards of £100,000 beyond the 
appropriations, and for whieh no ways and means have been provided. 

Such being the state of the finances of the Province, the Inspector General respectfully 
submits that i t is necessary, in order to maintain the public credit, that authority should 
be given to the Government to issue Debentures to the extent of £125,000 beyond the amount 
already authorized by Parliament; but he cannot recommend that any appropriation for 
expenditure not sanctioned by Parliament should be applied for during the present Session. And 
m submitting the accompanying Estimate for the service of 1848, the Inspector General 
would respectfully state that i t has been wholly impossible for him to take the details into 
consideration, and he therefore recommends that a Vote of Credit, to the extent of £140,000, 

AU^ 6 ^EP-^6"! f°r> to be accounted for in detail at the next Session of the Legislature. 
All which is most respectfully submitted. 

IïTSKOTOB G B N E E A L ' S OffFICE 

Montreal, 17th March, 1848, 
F . HTrTCKS, 

Inspector General." 
(Journals of Assembly, Canada, 1848, Appendix R.) 
Not in the collection. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

CO. 
April 14/1848. 

MY DEAE ELGIN, 
I received on Monday your very gratifying letter of March 17th— Nothing 

I think can have been better or more successful than your management of your 
new Pari* & of your change of ministry— Your policy has been entirely in con
formity with my views, nor have I any doubt whatever that you are right in your 
belief that by acting on the very different policy of La Metcalfe (wh. you know 
I never approved) you wa have got into inextricable difficulties— It is most 
fortunate that you had a Ministry including some of the Leaders of the French 
party before the news of the French Revolution reached you. I trust your anti
cipation of improvement from the change will be realized & I certainly think 
that upon the most important topic of the day that of emigration this improve
ment is as you observe perceptible, the memorandum1 you have sent is a much 
more business like one than the papers of Mr Cayley, I hope you will also think 
that I have met it in the spirit you wish by agreeing that the whole charge for 
the past shall be paid by this Country but that in consideration of our doing so 
Canada sha be expected to pay everything but the Salaries of the Emigration 
Agents for the future. As the power of controling the expenditure rests entirely 
with the Provincial Administration & the Legislature has been allowed to adopt 
its own measures for restraining improper immigration & has passed a Law infi
nitely more severe than that of New York, I see no reason why we shd now pay 
anything for Emigrants going to the S* Lawrence any more than for those going 
to the States— Considering that I received Your Despatch only 4 days ago & 
in the middle of all the turmoil of preparation for resistance to the Chartists 
I hope you will give me credit for not having lost time in making this arrange
ment— The readiness of your Council to employ money in settling the territory 
is greatly to their honor, but pray take care that whatever is granted for this 
purpose is judiciously laid out. I am more & more persuaded that it is not wise 
to attempt in the first instance to settle Emigrants on Land, & that the right 
course is to provide them the means of maintaining themselves by Labor by 
opening roads &c until they can purchase land for themselves from their sav
ings— 

We are here as you may suppose greatly relieved by the Chartist failure on 
Monday—but for the extent of our preparations I have little doubt that it 
w3 have been a very formidable movement, but they were completely cowed, 
& luckily their leader F. O'Connor is an abject coward—I am told his terror 
when sent for by Mayne the Police Commr was perfectly ludicrous—I wish 
I thought the danger over—I hope you can give a good account of Mary, give 
my love to her and Alice 

(signed) GREY. 

I am delighted at Papineau's want of success so far— 

See above p. 1S6 & note. 
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P.S. I have quite forgot to say that the List of C. B's is at last coming out 
& I have omitted Draper thinking it might be inconvenient to you to have 
only one such decoration given & that to an opponent of your present advisers 
but if you have two or three names to recommend I shd be very glad to submit 
them to the Queen— 

Signed G. 
[Endorsed] 
April 14/48 
La Grey to Ld Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONKLANDS March 27/48. 

MY DEAR GEEY, 
You may imagine with what anxiety we await the arrival of the next mail 

from England. The state of Europe—y[r] position as a Ministry—the situa
tion of the members of my family who are in Paris—on every side there are 
subjects of apprehension—I trust that you will have weathered the storm which 
was gathering around you when you wrote. Should you have left office the 
Colonial Minister will have little idea of what is going on in Canada unless 
you let him see my private letters to you. 

Mary has I grieve to say, been unwell for a few days. She is getting 
better—and her illness was never serious though it was rather disheartening 
to her. 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTEEAL. March 27. 1848. 

MY DEAE GEEY, 

It is just as well that I should have arranged my Ministry, and com
mitted the flag of Britain to the custody of those who are supported by the 
large majority of the representatives and Constituencies of the Province, before 
the arrival of the astounding intelligence from Europe which reached us by the 
last mail— There are not wanting here persons who might under different 
circumstances have attempted by seditious harangues, if not by overt acts, to 
turn the example of France and the sympathies! of the United States to 
account— 

Of the future it would hardly be prudent to speak confidently. A con
siderable section of the poeple of this continent would think almost any act 
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justifiable which should result in the extension of the area of republicanism 
and of the territories of the States. Already the New York Herald is revelling 
in the prospect of the acquisition of Canada, Cuba, and the British West 
Indies, by aid of France. An entente cordiale between republican France and 
Yankeedom might have a tendency to adjourn for some little time the Free 
Trade Millenuim—. 

As it is I am going on smoothly with my new Ministers, and have nothing 
particular to communicate—. 

You will observe that I have prorogued Parliament— This course was 
adopted after full consideration— I could not have gathered my Cabinet * 
together after the reelection of the Upper Canada members in less than 5 
weeks. This would have brought us to the time of the year at which it is most 
inconvenient for the M.P.Ps to be at Montreal. Besides it is, I think, quite 
as well that my reform advisers, who are somewhat recklessly spurred on by a 
section of their supporters, should have time to look before they leap. | 

I entirely concur in y. views with respect to the principles on which the ' 
affairs of this Province should be administered. You must not however infer 
from my frank acceptance of the consequence of constitutional Gov* that there 
is any disposition on my part to surrender my legitimate influence— I t is of 
more importance in my opinion to Great Britain, that the poeple of the 
Province should be satisfied with the Constitution under which they live, and I 
that persons of M. Papineau's class should recieve a heavy blow and discour
agement in the alienation from them of the body of the Liberals, than that 
I should atchieve triumphs over my responsible advisers on the subject of 
appointments to office. As matters stand here, there is, I think, more wisdom 
and more skill in avoiding such contests than in winning them— 

The British Press seldom condescends to notice our proceedings.— The 
only paper which I see that shews any knowledge of the subject when it does 
so is the Daily News. The Spectator of the 19th February however bestows 
a leading Article upon us. Though written with much pretention it proceeds 
on a misconception of the bearing of recent political events so complete that 
it can be accounted for only on the supposition that the author has traded 
on preconcieved opinions of his own without deigning to consult the provin
cial Press and other sources of information accessible to every one— I append 
an extract from the Globe, the organ of the Upper Canada liberals, which shews A 

how far they agree with the Spectator in thinking that I unduly identified myself 
with their opponents.— 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

Earl Grey 

[Endorsed] 

March 27/48 

Lord Elgin ' 
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[Enclosure] 
Toronto Globe 

THE CHANGE OF MINISTRY 

The calm and dignified manner in which the great problem of Constitu
tional Government has just been wrought out, is one of the most auspicious 
events which has occurred in our western World, since the first British subject 
set foot on it. Taking it in connexion with the change in Nova Scotia, we 
regard it as the harbinger of many a happy day for the colonies, and as a bond 
of indissoluble union with the mother country. Responsible Government is no 
longer a theory admitted in the abstract, but disowned in reality. It is the 
working of " self-government " so happily alluded to by the present Governor 
General, soon after his arrival in Canada, yet working under all those constitu
tional checks, which long experience of the structure of society has shown to 
be necessary. The firmness and loyal devotion with which the people of Canada 
bore the inflictions of the Government of the last four years, and their miser
able majority, gained by the use of every art known to the reckless modern 
politician, gave evidence to all the world of the confidence they felt in the 
working of the Constitution, and that the day of triumph would be that of a 
free election.—We have frequently adverted to the noble and independent 
conduet of the vast majority of the Constituencies. But can the country ever 
forget the consistent and honourable course pursued by the present noble repre
sentative of her Majesty, from the time of his landing in Canada till the present 
moment. When his political predilections, and the kind of Councillors by which 
his Excellency has been surrounded, are considered, no meed of praise too high 
can be awarded to the noble Lord. It is evident he saw nothing, and would see 
nothing, but the Constitutional Charter of Canada, and by that safe and legiti
mate guide, he resolved to steer the vessel of the state. The British Crown 
and the American Colonies owe a deep debt of gratitude to the noble Lord. 
He has healed the rankling wounds of the last ten years, and laid the founda
tion of a fame which, we trust, will steadily increase in lustre till the close of 
his administration. 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTEEAL 

Ap1 9. 1848 
MY DEAE GEEY, 

The letters which you have lately recieved from me have put you 
fully in possession of the state of affairs here, and I have little to trouble you 
with on the present occasion. Perhaps in the distracted condition of the World 
no news at all is the best news I can offer. I feel myself however, I must 
confess, somewhat in the position in which the master of one of those ricketty 
vessels which are sent to this quarter in quest of timber occasionally finds him-
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self. By dint of much labor and watching he succeeds in conveying ship and 
cargo safely through the tempests and icebergs which assail him on the voyage 
out and home, and he is not a little disappointed, poor simple minded man! 
when, on reporting his arrival, he hears the owners mutter one to another ' It 
would have been better for us if the whole concern had gone to the bottom, 
as we should then have realized the Insurance.' Much in the same light are 
exertions made to maintain and perpetuate the connexion between this Province 
and the Mother Country, likely, I fear, to be viewed:—for Canada is begin
ning to be reckoned, I shrewdly suspect, by most English politicians, a bad 
bargain at any price. 

Nevertheless, so long as I am in charge, it is my duty, I presume, to steer 
by the old lights, and to endeavor to keep things together as I best can. 

That we have passed satisfactorily through a crisis— a crisis which might, 
if injudiciously met, have been attended by very serious results— is, at least, 
certain— At no period probably during the recent history of Canada have the 
poeple of the Province generally been better contented or less disposed to 
quarrel with the Mother Country than at present. It is needless to conjecture 
what might have been the effect on their minds of M. Papineau's commentaries 
on French and American cotemporary history, if they had been in a different 
temper. 

When I say that at no time have the poeple of the Province been less dis
posed than now to quarrel with Great Britain, I do not mean to affirm that 
the bonds which unite the Colony and the Mother Country are more likely 
than ever to endure. Undoubtedly, what has occurred here has had a tendency 
to strengthen. British sympathies, and to remove causes of disaffection — But 
on the other hand Great Britain has done much of late, in regions which are 
beyond the reach of the Provincial administration, to prepare the way for 
separation — The most valuable privileges which the Colonists enjoyed in the 
British markets are withdrawn from them. While the tariff of the United States 
gives a preference to their own citizens in the markets of America, the 
navigation laws subject the exports of the Colonists to what is virtually a hostile 
discriminating duty. There is plausible ground therefore for maintaining that, 
as matters now stand, both home and foreign trade would be benefitted by the 
severance of the connexion.— 

I need not say with what anxiety we await intelligence from y. side of 
the ocean— The Telegraph which gives us scraps of news, days before the mail 
arrives, keeps us in a constant fever. 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 

May(1> 4/48 

Ld Elgin 

Reca May 4/48 
1 " M a y " has been scratched out and "Apr i l 9" substituted, in pencil. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
BELGEAVE SQUAEE 

May 4/48 
MY DEAE ELGIN 

I have just reca your letter April 9th & as the Mail is made up tomorrow 
I will write at once the few lines by wh. alone I can answer it, as I am more 
completely overwhelmed with the pressure of the most multifarious business 
wh. has yet been thrown upon Me.— It is such as fairly to get the better of 
my spirits & make me more than half inclined to strike work & say I can go 
on no longer— 

I can assure you that you are much mistaken if You suppose that your 
success in getting thro' the trying crisis of affairs wh. I trust may now be 
regarded as safely passed, is looked upon with the feelings you suppose by 
myself & my colleagues whatever it may be by others. It is quite true that 
under the pressure of great distress & financial embarassment there is a 
growing disposition in the H. of Commons & amongst the public to grumble 
at the heavy cost of our Colonies, & it is Equally true that the advantages of 
the connection to both parties must in future be of a very different kind from 
those wh. in former days were supposed to arise from the possession of Colonies, 
but for one I remained convinced that the connection upon proper terms is 
equally beneficial to both, & I therefore think that both Canada & this Country 
are infinitely indebted to you for having effected what you have done — I also 
confess myself sanguine Enough to believe that this connection may be pre
served with mutual advantage for a far longer time than we can look forward 
to— 

You cannot be surprised that in the excitement of the marvellous Events wh. 
are so rapidly succeeding each other in the old world, the public & even the 
other members of the Gov11* who have less direct concern than myself with 
Colonial Affairs can spare but little attention for the more ordinary trans
actions of your side of the Atlantic. 

(signed) GREY 

I am sorry to gather from Alices letter that Mary is not recovering as fast as 
I had hoped— 

I do not know whether you take the Economist in case you shd not I send 
you some excellent Articles1 wh. have been reprinted from it— 

[Endorsed] 

May 4/48 

Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

1 These articles are not in the collection. 
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[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTEEAL ApM 26. 1848. 

M Y DEAE GEEY, 

The question which you raise in your last letter respecting the Military 
defence of Canada is a large one, and, before irrecoverable steps be taken, it 
may be well to look at it on all sides.— 

The first consideration which offers itself in connexion with this subject, is 
this— ' why does Canada require to be defended, and against whom? A very 
large number of persons in this community believe that there is only one power 
from which they have any thing to dread, and that this power wd be converted 
into the fastest friend, bone of their bone and flesh of their flesh, if the connexion 
with Great Britain were abandoned. 

In this respect the position of Canada is peculiar. When you say to any 
other Colony ' England declines to be longer at the expense of protecting you ' 
you at once reveal to it the extent of its dépendance and the value of Imperial 
support. But it is not so here. Withdraw y r protection from Canada, and she 
has it in her power to obtain the security against aggression enjoyed by Michigan 
or Maine.— About as good security I must allow, as any which is to be 
obtained at the present time. 

But you may observe in reply to this. " You cannot get the security which 
Michigan and Maine enjoy for nothing, you must purchase it by the surrender 
of y. Custom Houses and public lands, the proceeds of which will be diverted 
from their present uses and applied to others at the discretion of a body in 
which you will have comparatively little to say." The argument is a powerful 
one so long as England—consents to bear the cost of the defence of the Colony, 
but its force is much lessened when the inhabitants are told that they must look 
to their own safety because the Mother Country can no longer afford to take 
care of them. 

On the other hand very weighty reasons may be adduced in favor of the 
policy of requiring the Province to bear some portion at least of the charge of its 
own protection — The adoption of Free Trade, although'its advocates must 
believe that it tends to make the Colonies in point of fact less chargeable than 
heretofore, will doubtless render the English people more than ever jealous of 
expenditure incurred on their behalf. I am moreover of opinion that the system 
of relieving the Colonists altogether from the duty of self defence is attended 
with injurious effects upon themselves. I t checks the growth of national and 
manly morals. Men seldom think any thing worth preserving for which they 
are never asked to make a sacrifice— 

My view therefore would be that it is desirable that a movement in the 
direction which you have indicated should take place, but that it ought to be 
made with much caution — 

The present is not a favorable moment for experiments. British Statesmen, 
even Secretaries of State, have got into the habit lately of talking of the 
maintenance of the connexion between Great Britain and Canada with so much 
indifference, that a change of system in respect of military defence incautiously 
carried out, might be presumed by many to argue on the part of the Mother 
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Country, a disposition to prepare the way for seperation— Add to this, that 
you effected only a few years ago an Union between the Upper & Lower 
Provinces by arbitrary means, and for objects the avowal of which has pro
foundly irritated the French population — That still more recently you have 
deprived Canada of her principal advantages in the British markets.— That 
France and Ireland are in flames and that nearly half of the population of this 
Colony are French — nearly half of the remainder Irish!— 

Notwithstanding the calm which has ensued on the recent adjustment of our 
local political disputes, the events which are succeeding each other with such 
dread rapidity in these two unfortunate countries, are producing I fear a ground 
swell even here. M.-Papineau is deeply chagrined by his present position and 
doing all he can to create disaffection by evoking Irish and French sympathies. 
A Body of young men, small in consideration themselves, have been meeting 
repeatedly under his auspices for the purpose of getting up a joint French & 
Irish demonstration. It is understood that from one of their hole and corner 
meetings an address has gone forth purporting to convey the congratulations 
of the youth of Montreal to the youth of Paris on their recent republican atchieve-
ments. Tomorrow is fixed for a public meeting of Irish sympathizers and 
an effort will be.made to induce the French to join in it. In some quarters there 
are apprehensions of disturbance — I trust that nothing of the kind will occur. 
Indeed as the local Gov* is established on the most popular basis I do not know 
about what a disturbance can take place, unless there be an attempt to impale 
me as the symbol of Monarchy and English domination!— 

As a proof of the popularity of my Gov* I may mention that all the members 
hitherto returned after vacating their seats on app* to office, have been reelected 
without opposition,— except one, & he carried his election by 17 to 1.! 

Sir Benjamin DUrban has just been with me with some alarming reports 
of the state of feeling among the Irish of secret oaths taken by numbers, & 
preparations made by them for an outbreak — If anything occurs I shall 
endeavor to communicate through the States. 

Yrs very truly 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

My last acc*s lead me to hope that the Meeting of tomorrow may be 
stopped — It is said that the Yankees are sending arms over the frontier but 
I have no authentic information to this effect. 

The Priests are getting up an association for the purpose of settling the 
French Catholics on the lands of the Crown — Papineau is trying to put him
self at the head of it by attending the Meetings and talking treason. The 
Project has a good side as well as a bad one. I hope to keep the good side 
uppermost and defeat M. P's object— The following extract from one of the 
French Papers of today will shew my first move in this direction.— 

[Endorsed] 
April 26/48 
La Elgin 

9337—10 
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[Enclosure] 

DON.—ASSOCIATION DES TOWNSHIPS L'Evêque de Montréal, Président de 
l'Association des Etablissements Canadiens des Townships, accuse, avec une vive 
gratitude, la réception de d£20 courant, qu'il a plu à son Excellence lui adresser 
hier, pour aider à l'œuvre des missions, dans les nouveaux Townships. Il prie 
tous les journaux de cette ville de vouloir bien reproduire la présente accusation 
d'un don si généreux, si propre à faire connaître au pays les intentions bien
veillantes du représentant de Sa Majesté, et à encourager la susdite Association. 

[Original MS] 
Would you allow the accompanying letter to be sent by the post? 
M Y DEAE GEEY, 

I have nothing to add to my letter of yesterday, but I am sending home 
one of my young Gentlemen, and I give him this note to take with him; All 
quiet here today — Yrs E & K — 

MONTEEAL, 27, Ap1 1848. 

[Endorsed] 
April 27/48 
La Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
C:0 
May 18/48 

M Y DEAE ELGIN, 

I have reca today & yesterday your letter of the 26*11 & your note of the 
27th & I am very glad to hear that up to the time you wrote the last things 
continued quiet— I trust you may succeed in keeping them so in spite of M r 

Papineau— 
I hope I am not one of the Secretaries of State to whom you allude as having 
expressed a dangerous indifference with regard to the maintenance of the con
nection between this Country & Canada, for I had hoped that whatever I may 
have said in private letters t M you, my language in public has been very guarded 
upon this subject, & even in private I do not think I have said anything to 
imply that I regard our keeping Canada with indifference; if it were only to 
prevent the N. American Colonies becoming part of the union I think it [of] 
great importance to preserve them, & of course they Must all go or remain 
together.— I do indeed think that it is of far more consequence to the Colonies 
that the connection sha be preserved than it is to us, to them it seems to me 
difficult to over-estimate its value— 
About the Military protection of these Colonies I agree almost entirely with 
you, & in my letter to wh. you allude you will find that I took a distinction 
between what ought in reason to be the arrangement & what can be so. Practic
ally I quite concur with you that all that is possible is to get the Colonies to 
contribute towards their own defence & that even this must be attempted very 
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cautiously— I still am of opinion that this object might most advantageously 
be combined with measures for emigration & for opening the great railway from 
Halifax to Quebec, an object of immense national importance— 
The outline of the project I have been turning in my head is this—To raise 
say 24000 men enlisted as pioneers for 7 Years— These men to be drilled & 
trained as soldiers & also taught those kinds of labor wh. wa be of the most 
use in making the railroad.— Of these men let 2000 be doing Military duty 
at a time reducing our Garrisons in the 3 Provinces to that extent so that we ea 

pay them while doing Military duty without any increase of our military 
expenditure in Canada.— This wd give one month's service a year to each of the 
battalions into which these men shd be divided— When not doing Military duty 
they shd be employed on the proposed railway receiving extra pay as the troops 
do when working on the fortifications &e.— To render their Services efficient in 
this way we sha have some Non-Commissioned Officers from the Sappers & 
Miners & Officers from the young railway Engineers of whom so many are now 
unemployed— These men shd be enlisted on the terms of having no right to pen
sions & as a substitute a promise of land (in small allotments) at the end of 7 
Years. They sha be at once established in villages of 100 men each all along the 
line of the future railway where their work w4 be required, choosing particularly 
the Situations in the neighbourhood of the heaviest works.— 

The following are some of the considerations in favor of such a measure. 
First. I t would be an effective addition to the Garrison of these Colonies to a 
very large amount— 
2ndly I t wd be a mode of giving an immense stimulus to emigration & in the 
very best way; the wild Irish of the Western Counties are so utterly ignorant 
of all useful labor at present that they are not easy to provide for when they 
first arrive in the Colonies, but they are peculiarly teachable & capable of being 
disciplined, and under good officers wd soon become excellent laborers, & while 
employed upon the railway wa learn what wa be of great use to them afterwards 
as settlers, & a part of their wages wd be reserved for them on their discharge. 
3rdly I t wa create a demand for a great many other Emigrants' labor— Every 
farmer near the line wa take another hand or two to meet the demand the 
consumption of these people wa create. 
4 th I t wa be the cheapest mode of constructing the railway. These men 
being enlisted here for 7 Years wd work far below the rate of wages it w4 be 
necessary to give them if engaged in America— 

Such are the advantages— The great & only serious difficulty of wh. I am 
aware is that of money, & even this I believe might be overcome if the Legis
latures wa assist— A company might be got to undertake the enterprise if suf
ficiently liberal terms were offered— This Country might do something-
say we might find the Officers & convey the laborers to their destination. The 
main source of profit independently of the traffic when the line was finished w" 
be the increased value given to the Land thro' wh. the railway was carried, & 
this w3 be so great that it seems to me the Assemblies might fairly agree to give a 
part of the price of the Land hitherto ungranted W1 sell for to the railway 
Company, & further to lay a small tax or rate on all land already granted within 
a certain distance of the line. 

9337—10i 
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People pay rates for ordinary roads why not for the greater advantage of a 
railroad? 
A good line having now been as I understand found by the engineers who have 
surveyed it, I am strongly of opinion that some such measure as I have now 
very rudely sketched might be adopted & I wish you w*1 consider the question— 
I shd like to organize something of the Sort & be able to submit such a scheme 
to the Legislatures of the Provinces in the winter so as to begin operations 
in the Spring— 

(Signed) GREY 

I was so glad tC0] hear yesterday of Emily's safe confinement, I hope Mary is 
getting strong again— 

May 19. 
I find that I have forgot to mention that an act has been passed by the 
Legislature of Bahamas separating Turks island from that Govnt & creating a 
distinct Gov11* for it wh. is to be administered by a President under the direc
tions of the Govr of Jamaica— The salary of this office is to be £800 a year 
& the change is to come into effect at Xmas next unless legal difficulties stand 
in the way of wh. there is some little danger— If you think M w Daly a fit 
person for this employment you may offer it to him— 

[Endorsed] 
May 18/48 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTEEAL—May 4. 1848— 

M Y DEAE GEEY, 

I mentioned in my last that some anxiety was felt here in reference to a 
projected political demonstration. M. Papineau and his satellites were, it was 
understood, laboring to bring the Irish and French together to listen to inflam
matory harangues on the exciting subject of Ireland.— I t was supposed that 
when the Irish blood was up, they might be induced to commit some act of 
aggression, as, for example, to attack the Gov* House or military stores, and 
that the collision ensuing thereupon might furnish a pretext for interference 
on the part of American sympathisers. The chief apprehensions prevailed 
among the military authorities. I enclose the copy of a note written to Sir 
Benjamin D'Urban by Col. Holloway, Commanding Officer of Engineers and 
placed in my hands by the former whieh will enlighten you as to the nature 
and grounds of these apprehensions—. I kept myself in full and frank com
munication with my Council, who did not share these alarms, but acted never
theless with good sense and propriety— I need not give you details, but the 
upshot of all was this—that although no steps were ostensibly taken by the 
authorities to prevent a meeting, M. P . found to his disgust, when the 
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appointed day arrived, that if he attended it, he would be unsupported by any 
French Canadian or Irishman of influence. He thought it therefore adviseable 
to decline to be present. The meeting was put off to a later day, but that day 
too has passed as tranquilly as the first.—. 

These are, I think, facts of some importance— Bear in mind that one 
half of our population is of French origin, and deeply imbued with French 
sympathies,—that a considerable portion of the remainder consists of Irish 
Catholics—that a large Irish contingent on the other side of the border—fan
atics on behalf of republicanism and repeal—are egging on their compatriots 
here to rebellion—that all have been wrought upon until they believe that the 
conduct of England to Ireland is only to be paralleled by that of Russia to 
Poland—that on this exciting topic therefore something of a holy indignation 
mixes itself with more questionable impulses—that Guy Fawkes Papineau, 
actuated by the most malignant passions, irritated vanity,—disappointed ambi
tion, and national hatred which unmerited favor has only served to exasper
ate is waving a lighted torch among these combustibles=you will, I think, 
admit, that if we pass through this crisis without explosions, it will be a grati
fying circumstance, and an encouragement to persevere in a liberal and 
straightforward application of Constitutional principles to Gov*— 

I shall not hazard a conjecture as to what might have taken place ere 
this, had my late Council been still in office; but I may mention, that one of 
their number, an honest and worthy man, has congratulated me more than 
once on the seasonable change of administration— 

I have peculiar satisfaction therefore, under all these circumstances ÚT 
calling y. attention to the presentment of the Grand Jury of Montreal1 which 
I have sent you officially, in which that body adverts to the singularly tranquil 
and contented condition of the Province. 

I am very anxious to hear that you have taken steps for the repeal of so 
much of the Act of Union as imposes restrictions on the use of the French 
language. The delay which has taken place in giving effect to the promise made, 
I think by Gladstone, on this subject, is one of the points of which M. Papineau 
is availing himself for purposes of agitation. I must moreover confess that I for 
one am deeply convinced of the impolicy of all such attempts to denationalize 
the French. Generally speaking they produce the opposite effect from that 
intended, causing the flame of national prejudice and animosity to burn more 
fiercely — But suppose them to be successful what w3 be the result? You may 
perhaps américanise, but, depend upon it, by methods of this description, you 
will never anglicise the French inhabitants of the Province.—. Let them feel 

1 The presentment of the Grand Jury of Montreal, is dated 22 April, 18*8, and concludes 
with the following remarks:— . , 

" L e grand jury ne peut s'empêcher de manifester le honneur qu'il éprouve devo i r te pay» 
jouissant d'une paix et d'une tranquillité profondes, tandis que les peuples de la vieiUeliurope 
se trouvent engagés dans les troubles e t le feu des révolutions. Cette pa i s dont jouit notre pay», 
qu'il sait apprécier et qu'il saura maintenir est due à la forme de notre gouvernement, e t 
surtout à la sagesse, a l'habileté e t la fermeté des hommes qui ont^appelés par le représentantde 
notre souveraine à le faire fonctionner; avec de tels hommes à la tête des atterres soncieui 
comme ils le sont des intérêts de tous sans distinction, le paye ne peut que prospérer e t jouir a s 
cette paix si nécessaire au déploiement de son industrie e t de son commerce. 
. Le grand jury est donc persuadé que cette paix si nécessaire an ^nfceuT cta W B ne » « 
Jamais troublée, le gouvernement pouvant compter sur la sympathie et appui cordial ei srocei» 
de tous ses habitans. (La Minerve, 4 mai, 1848.) 
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on the other hand that their religion, their habits, their prepossessions, their 
prejudices if you will, are more considered and respected here than in other 
portions of this vast continent which is being overrun by the most reckless, self-
sufficient and dictatorial section of the Anglo Saxon race, and who will venture 
to say that the last hand which waves the British flag on American ground may 
not be that of a French Canadian? 

Another subject on which I am very solicitous is the free admission of 
Canadian products into the States. At present the Canadian farmer gets less 
for his wheat than his neighbour over the lines — This is an unfortunate state 
of things — I had a long conversation with MM Baldwin about it lately, and he 
strongly supports the proposition which 1 ventured to submit for y. consideration 
about a year ago—[vi]z that a special treaty should be entered into with the 
States, giving them the navigation of the S* Lawrence jointly with ourselves 
on condition that they admit Canadian produce duty free.— An arrangement 
of this description affecting internal Waters only, might I apprehend be made 
(as in the case of the Columbia in the Oregon Treaty) independantly of the 
adjustment of questions touching the navigation laws generally. I confess that 
I dread the effect of the continuance of the present state of things on the 
loyalty of our farmers. Surely the admission of the Yankees into the S* 
Lawrence w3 be a great boon to them and we ought to exact a ' quid pro quo '.— 

I enclose half a newspaper containing a translation of an article in the 
Avenir Papineau's paper, with his declaration of war — Of a reply in the Revue 
Canadienne La Fontaine's organ—and a commentary from the Conservative 
Herald.— I t will give you an idea of our politics in this quarter — 

Yrs very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EAEL GEEY 

P.S. I t is the Irish not the French from whom we have most to dread at present. 

[Endorsed] 
May 4/48 
L a Elgin 

[Enclosures] 

Copy 

Confidential 
Montreal. 22nd April 1848 

DEAE SIE BENJAMIN, 

I feel it my duty to represent to you that the Principal Clerk of Works of 
this Department has just informed me that he was yesterday Given to under
stand by a Person whom he named, & whom he Conceived to have means of 
ascertaining particulars, that a Secret Combination of the Irish in Montreal is 
on foot, & bound together by Oath, having designs inimical to the Government, 
that the number enrolled is at least 17,000, and that they look to the acquisition 
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of the Arms & Gunpowder Stored on S* Helen's Island, in Case of an Out
break,—or if they Cannot possess themselves thereof for use, that they Consider 
they will have but little difficulty in Succeeding to Set the Buildings on fire, So as 
to destroy the Depot and deprive the Gov* of the Stock. 

I beg to State that I merely Convey the Statement Communicated to me, 

I have the Honor to be 

dear Sir Benjamin 

Your Excel7 very obed* Servant 

W. C. E. HOLLOWAY 
His Excellency 

Sir B. D'UEBAN G. C B. 

[Enclosure] 

(Conservative) 

We translate below two articles from French contemporaries, which, though 
occupying a large space, are of sufficient interest to justify us in devoting it to 
them. It may be necessary to explain to many of our readers, that the first 
appears in a paper which is usually understood to be the organ of that, very 
mischievous person, M. L. J. Papineau: the last is from one of the organs of the 
party which owns Mr. Lafontaine for its chief.—Notwithstanding the allusion 
to passed political events, in which we, of course, differ from the writer of the 
latter article, we are glad to hail the liberal spirit in which he treats the wicked 
attempt to keep up the distinctions of race, as an element in our politics. We 
are glad, too, to know, that this spirit is prevailing more and more among those 
whom he addresses. That our French Canadian fellow-citizens should recur with 
pride to the honored stock from which they spring—should endeavor to per
petuate all its memorials—is no more than is to be expected from those senti
ments which, nature has implanted in our bosoms, and the want of which never 
fails to produce the utmost contempt for the man thus deficient of human sym
pathies. But that any people on this continent, from which the European 
nations have driven the original possessors, can claim the right to exclusive' 
privileges, we do not believe. Who does not know the fate of nativeism in the 
United States? That 600,000 persons, surrounded on all sides by millions of a 
different race, should be able to sustain a polity founded on peculiarity of birth, 
is a dream so futile, that it is not worth while to dispel it. Whatever changes 
''nay take, it is hardly possible to imagine one that could give them permanent 
Preponderance except over the most limited space. Why should they desire it? 
While each man is at liberty to entertain his own peculiarities of thought, 
language, and worship, surely he can claim no more than his fair voice in the 
direction of affairs. The promotion of the safety, and material intereste of the 
community is the true business to which Government ought to be directed; there 
need be no distinction of race on such points. If any man can show us how 
we can become more prosperous as a community, he will show us at the same 
time, what is just and equitable; and none, when convinced that a given plan 
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Enclosure] 

is about to make him richer, will inquire whether a Frenchman or an Englishman 
contrived it. Before people, at the command of M. Papineau, rush into a war 
of races, it will be well for them to remember this, that as liberals, as radicals, 
nay, as republicans, they may be in the majority: as French Canadians, they 
must be overwhelmed by numbers. 

[Papineau] 

(Taken from the Montreal L'Avenir.) 

THE UNION AND NATIONALITY. 

For a long time repressed, stifled in the name of the public interest, the 
attachment to our nationality, by which we are characterised, would appear 
destined to become one of those prejudices, which the heart may still cherish, but 
which reason proscribes as a weakness, an error in sentiment. No one dares to 
protest in its name, for the sake of a position, into which we have been led by 
a train of unhappy events; a position considered advantageous to us, whilst all 
the benefits which can result from it, can only be obtained on the one condition 
of giving no signs of our existence as a nation. That was avowedly considered 
as an obstacle to our obtaining political rights; we must denude ourselves of our 
nationality; we must cease to consider ourselves FEENCH CANADIANS, if we desire 
to have any importance or weight in this system of social organization; and 
thus, under the pretence of amalgamation, our nationality will be absorbed in 
liberalism. The principle of nationality ceasing to be respected, as it is repudi
ated from interest, must become fable, lose its moral force, and soon end in being 
completely destroyed. So, during nearly ten years, we have seen its very name 
forgotten, and its slumber so profound, that it almost appeared dead. 

So long as this state of things has existed, the people of Lower Canada 
would appear to have been seized with a general numbness, which paralized 
their public spirit. This torpor would continue to prevail, but for the awak
ening cry happily raised by some generous men, friends of their country and 
devoted to their nationality.— They have dared to break the silence, in spite 
of its profoundness, to raise their voices and recall the remembrance of that 
nationality, in preaching a doctrine which leads direetly to its preservation. 
Why have they not done so sooner—why? because there existed interests 
which, with a menacing gesture, imposed silence upon them; because the expec
tation of a political welfare, always uncertain, renders us timid, under the 
feigned name of prudent; because the Union, the inconveniences and bad con
sequences of which it would be tiresome to relate, promising us in its results 
certain advantages, demanded the death of our nationality, in exchange for 
that constitutional liberty which we have so dearly, paid for. The Union has 
caused incalculable evils to us, it weighs down our existence.— Seduced, 
amused in some sort with its details, we have for a long time lost sight of the 
object of that measure, which, however, is every day recalled to our recollec
tion by that invasion of ideas and institutions, foreign to our ideas and institu
tions, whieh renders each day the most desirable, in the midst of that confu-
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[Enclosure 
sion of institutions, that perfect labyrinth of laws, of manners and of lan
guage, which imposes upon us a double nationality, so as to render the one 
necessary, the other useless, that is to say, to make us lose ours and submit to 
the other. Such in effect was the success of that machiavelian work. The 
Union was made for the purpose of destroying us! it will evidently destroy us. 

Submitting to that idea of the impossibility of our ever being able to 
destroy it, we can conceive the resignation, we can imagine the utility, the 
necessity of letting things alone, of silence; we could wish that our death as a 
nation might be long postponed, might come upon us unawares; we can also 
conceive that a people placed in such a position, could put its hand to the 
work, like a suicide in a state of misery without hope; but what we cannot 
conceive, is, that that union should be considered as the best, the most desir
able thing, by those very people who are its victims, whilst they could discover 
any way of restoring life to that nationality, if it were only the life of one 
generation; that which we cannot conceive is, that we should find men who 
would prefer amalgamation, the death of our nationality, to the happiness 
of reviving and being resuscitated in a Foreign Nationality. 

The question of the Union is put thus: Do you wish the Union with all 
its advantages, at the price of the loss of your nationality? For the condi
tion that it shall never be acknowledged as a principle of public action, is that 
it should completely sleep, that it should die. Nationality is the vital prin
ciple of a people, and some one has said with truth the silence of a people, 
is its death. Is there not reason to be astonished that men are found among us, 
men who wish to maintain a state of things so destructive to our existence as 
a people. But we shall be told, you are attempting to re-awaken antipathies, 
national hatreds. We pray you tell us, then, whether should one hundred 
thousand abandon their prejudices, rather than six hundred thousand should 
give up their just demands. We only wish for one thing, the preservation of 
our Institutions, our language, our laws, and our customs. Is there anything 
in this which ought to offend the national susceptibilities of an honest man of 
good feelings. To obtain this, can we not respect the nationality, and the 
manners foreign to us? The whole history of our struggles with that oppos
ing faction, who, so long oppressed us with the object of destroying that nation
ality, its eternal night-mare, could it not be condensed into that motto of 
Polish nationality, liberty for us, liberty for you. Besides, is it decent that 
six hundred thousand individuals should ask of one hundred thousand to teach 
them their language, to impose upon them their institutions, because among 
these hundred thousand, there are brawlers, who would wish it to be believed 
they were oppressed, when they are themselves the oppressors?^ These are 
not the considerations, whieh should make us disguise our principles. It is 
time that the people should know all the evils which the union has entailed 
upon them; it is time that they should be shewn those with which it threatens 
them; it is time that they should know, that they should estimate them, m all 
their magnitude, so that they may demand their extinction. If we are unani
mous, it will not be refused. The events whieh are daily occurring in Europe, 
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afford us guarantees of success. The French Revolution will upset (doit boule
verser) the world. The English people, crushed under the two-fold oppres
sion of its aristocracy, religious and secular, they too, perhaps, will make an 
effort. That general conflagration may extend to England; it will follow or 
precede a revolutionary movement in Ireland; and what is most probable, is, 
that it will lead to a war between England and some continental power.— 
With a straitened treasury, that which is demanded with energy, England 
will not be tempted to refuse, when, to maintain that state of things without 
profit to herself, she would require an army and an expenditure which she 
could so easily avoid, in making all Lower Canada a colony which could give 
her assistance in her need, and protection against her enemies from within and 
without. The hour of danger will render England just and prudent, but it is 
necessary that the people of Lower Canada should be prepared to demand 
justice when that hour arrives; it will soon sound, peace will then be re-estab
lished for a long time. If we know not how to profit by circumstances, then 
the Union will remain until it shall be declared by all impracticable, destruc
tive to the interests of all without exception. Its continuance will depend 
upon the will of the master who, when he is powerful, has ever shewn him
self careless of the just demands of the weak. 

But, while informing the people of the evils caused by the Union and of its 
inevitable result, it is well to say that we will always sustain a liberal ministry 
in power: for we have need of them now to rectify the evils caused by their 
predecessors. The agitation can be carried on without interference with the 
political views of the Ministry: and so soon as the people are unanimous and 
circumstances favourable, we shall bring under the notice of our readers all 
the most important facts regarding this act of spolitation and at the same time 
of annihilation; this species of political robbery, {brigandage) which the age 
would appear to repudiate; and everywhere, now-a-days, to revenge. It is 
time to make it felt and to announce how it crushes us down. Everyday which 
passes without the public attention being directed towards a subject of such 
vital interest, is one step towards the destruction of our Nationality. We shall 
take the initiative. We desire to offer our feeble aid to Canadian Nation
ality. However small may be our merit, in other respects, we have, at heart, 
that of being first to offer it our support, loudly to proclaim its name. 

We have entered upon this course after grave reflection, with firmness, 
and without any mental reservation, because we are certain it is the only 
course which can lead to good. We would not find fault with any of our 
people; we desire the welfare and safety of all. To render all-prevalent one 
principle of life, a principle of safety, the question of our existence as French 
Canadians, this is the object to which our conviction directs us, and from which 
no consideration can turn us, and which we shall strive to attain until the 
last plank of safety escapes from us. 

Once again we repeat, Nationality can alone unite a people; it can alone 
give them that life, that enterprise and energy which is necessary for their 
prosperity; the consequence is not that this Nationality, because it is united, 

reids7
Rectangle



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 155 

[Enclosure 
strong and active, should be bad-intentioned, evil-disposed and filled with 
hatred. No, we believe that Nationality will unite all belonging to it; we be
lieve that nationality will be the banner under which we shall advance; we 
are convinced of it. That those who will give aid and assistance to the French 
Canadians, in effecting this work of reform and progress, need have no fear; 
the support which isolated individuals might give, will be more regular, more 
sustained, more efficacious, were these same individuals united in one body. 
Those who know the French Canadian character, will bear testimony to the 
truth of what we say on this subject. They will say in looking at the past, 
in considering the character of our nationality, that every liberty will meet 
from it that cordial and hospitable welcome, frank and sincere, which the 
traveller and the stranger has ever found at our hearths. 

(La Fontaine) 

(From the Revue Canadienne.) 

UNION AND NATIONALITY. 

We have read with the greatest astonishment in the last number of 
L'Avenir, an editorial article under the above title, which seems to us of a 
nature to produce the most mischievous consequences if public opinion be not 
enlightened as to its tendencies and if good citizens do not unite hand in hand 
to prevent its pernicious effects. 

At a time when the entire Country is contented and satisfied, when the 
Imperial Government has expressed its well considered determination to render 
justice to her colonies, to decline interference in their local affairs; and to accord 
them Responsible Government in all its fullness, when a new era is opening 
before us, when confidence is returning, when power is in the hands of the 
majority of the people, when this majority through the Parliament has accepted 
with joy the new order of things, and has testified its determination to set to 
work, in order to make it work for the general good—by what right, and in 
whose name, does L'Avenir, at such a time, advance with a cry of reprobation 
of every thing that exists. By what right, and in whose name does it display 
the flag of agitation, of trouble and of discord? By what right and in whose 
name does it attempt to throw distrust into the public mind—disorder and dis
content into our ranks. 

L'Avenir, a journal published in the interest of our youth, edited by a 
committee of youthful co-adjutors, takes on itself to raise a war cry in the midst 
of profound peace—takes on itself to condemn without exception the existing 
order of things, the long and arduous labours, the sacrifice, the devotion of those, 
who have struggled during ten years for the cause of the country, for our 
nationality, our institutions, our religion, our language, and our laws. From 
whence comes this strange abuse of words and ideas—this fatal aberration of an 
intellect calculated for disorganizations, destructive and wicked? How S Dare 
you tell us that for a long time attachment to our nationality has been pressed 
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down, stifled by public interests; that no one has dared to advance claims in 
its name; that it has been an avowed obstacle to the attainment of our political 
rights, and that for ten years it has been nearly forgotten? It is an infamous 
lie: it is an unworthy calumny against all the efforts, all the acts of our public 
men, who have led us to the magnificent position we now occupy? Is it not for 
our institutions, and our nationality that our chiefs have fought for ten years 
past? And if after the unhappy events of which you speak, they have followed 
a calm, peaceable, moderate course of politics, is it because this course has been 
crowned with success that you are emboldened to-day to cast injury and out
rage in their faces as recompense, of what they have done for us?—Where were 
you, then, when during all this epoch of ten years our present chiefs claimed 
in the name of the country her part in political rights, protested against the 
invasion of these same rights, and strove courageously for the preservation of our 
institutions, our language, and all our national interests? Have you not heard 
them since the Union in and out of Parliament exclaim energetically against 
those acts of injustice of which we were the victims, and defend foot by foot 
that precious heritage of our ancestors which has risen from the contest greater 
and more glorious than it was before? Whence come you, then, that you have 
not seen them opposed to an unjust, corrupt, and corrupting power, to a Governor 
so forgetful of his dignity as to descend into the arena and take personal part 
in the strife, yet maintaining that proud and firm bearing which has given the 
last blow to the reign of arbitrary power in Canada? Was it to forget our 
national for individual interests, or as you say again, with malignant perfidy, 
to prefer the fusion, the death of this nationality in order to have the pleasure 
of reviving and being resuscitated in a foreign nationality, that the chiefs of our 
party resigned in 1843, that they engaged in an obstinate combat with Lord 
Metcalfe, and that they repeatedly rejected the offers made them to enter the 
Cabinet to revive and be resuscitated because these offers were unworthy of our 
nationality and insufficient? Was it this often repeated refusal which sacrificed 
our national interests, or was it not rather the most eloquent manifestation of 
our public men of attachment to these same interests? Tell us gentlemen of 
L'Avenir, who weep so much over the ruins of the passed, and over imaginary 
evils—tell us at what period of our history the French Canadian nationality 
has been more brilliant, more honored, more respected, or has occupied a higher 
position than that which it occupies this day? Was it as you, with shameful 
self will, tell us an avowed obstacle to the attainment of our political rights? Or 
has it not rather been thanks to the ability, the tact, the firmness and the patience 
of its representatives so strong, that it has gained more in a few years, than it 
had done before in a half century of combats? 

But it is with a bad grace that the writers in L'Avenir reproach the liberal 
party for the line of politics it has followed since the Union. Where were these 
generous men, the friends of their country devoted to their nationality during all 
the time that Canada seemed seized with the lethargy that paralysed the public 
spirit? Why, during these evil days, did they not boldly break this profound 
silence, raise their voices, and re-animate the recollection of this nationality, by 



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 157 

[Enclosure 

preaching some doctrine that would tend directly to its conservation? There 
were, say you, some interests which imposed silence with menacing gesture. 
Here L'Avenir no doubt speaks of the position in the Government of Messrs. 
Viger and Papineau; but if you believed these interests hostile to the cause of 
nationality, ought they to have stopped you—to have hindered you raising that 
happy cry, which might arouse and save the country? Was it that your hearts 
did not bound with indignation during the last four years, when Messrs. Viger 
and Papineau, who also called themselves generous and devoted men, tired 
themselves in the attempt to obviate the inconveniences and ill consequences of 
the Union? How happens it that you blow the trumpet against this union which 
required our national death in exchange for this constitutional liberty that we 
have so dearly purchased with it, only, when instead of dying, this same 
nationality revives more strong and more vivacious than ever? Was it not 
when the union caused us incalculable evils, and weighed upon our existence, 
that it was necessary to fulminate against it? Was it not when our chiefs 
fulminated against it, that it was necessary to join them? No, the writers of 
L'Avenir tell us very candidly the reason of their long silence. They were 
seduced, amused by the details of the Viger-Papineau Administration, and had 
long lost sight of the object of the union. However, l'Aurore des Canadas was 
there with his columns open to all independent opinions, to dissipate the dark
ness of the past, and enlighten the future. 

The union was accomplished with the object of ruining us! But the union 
has saved us, and it is, after powerful and well-directed efforts, after having 
conquered a position which permits us to parry its inconveniences and evil eon-
sequences, after having obtained the political rights for which we have combatted 
for fifty years, that the devoted and generous men of L'Avenir raise their voice 
against it. Our readers must pardon us for insisting so much on the presumption, 
untimely and absurd pretensions of young men, who may, perhaps, desire the 
good of the country, but who, carried away by the insensate ardour of their age, 
reduce politics to sentimentality, and would compromise, by their writings, the 
best cause in the world. We should have no more replied to this article of our 
young confreres, than we have done to some other articles published in L'Avenir, 
had not that of Saturday ¡been a kind of manifesto a new political programme 
set before our compatriots. As such we discuss it frankly and conscientiously. 
We live in times so extraordinary—revolutions succeed one another so rapidly 
throughout the world, that, on reflection, we have thought that the writers in 
L'Avenir may have an idea of revolutionizing Canada. This explains the 
auspicious awakening cry raised by the generous and devoted men who compose 
the committee of co-operation of the aforesaid journal. After all, this is not a 
bad idea; for in these great upturnings, witness the French revolution, Messieurs 
the journalists take a large slice of the cake. The new Canadian republic might 
choose among the illustrious collaborateurs of L'Avenir. 

But we will make one remark to these generous and devoted men. A worse 
moment could not be chosen to revolutionize Canada. Our ideas and our dis-
Positions, they will agree, have no leaning towards war. The people has been 
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fed so badly with theories, and as a consequence with interminable and useless 
battles before the union, that at present, when it has the power in its hands 
(which it never had then) when it sees the men it has chosen to represent it, 
in the Councils of the Sovereign, and truly governing the people in her name— 
the people, we say, will consider extremely injurious, and passably original, 
strange, and fantastic, this idea of yours to overturn the actual order of things, 
and replace it by a " republic one and indivisible," or by any other thing still 
more marvellous. 

In truth, we tell you, you have badly chosen the moment for displaying your 
colours. Instead of floating in graceful folds in the air of popularity, in the wind 
of nationality, you will see it hang down the mast like a pennant, an outward 
signal of an extravagant, impudent, and rash zeal. Passers by will not even 
say to you, "honour to unfortunate courage," which they would certainly have 
done had this virulent attack on the union been made in times passed, when 
Messrs. Viger and Papineau imposed silence on you with menacing gestures. 

At present all right thinking men, the Parliamentary majority, the entire 
country desires to give a fair trial to the principle of " Responsible Government." 
I t is agreed upon. All the world is of one mind. No one ought to separate 
himself from those who are in power: on the contrary it is necessary to give them 
a cordial and generous support. You have no doubt, read the manifesto of Mr. 
Papineau to the electors of the County of St. Maurice1 in which it is said: 
" Every division among liberals of all shades ought carefully to be avoided;" and 
lower down—" since the majority of the representatives still wish to try a 
combination which for four years has been so inefficacious, (thanks to Messrs. 
Viger and Papineau the orator should have added) let us unite ourselves to this 
Majority, that no dissension may interrupt the unity of their efforts." Perhaps 
you have not remarked that gentleman of L'Avenir: if not keep it in your 
memory; it will guide you in the path of honour and of victory. 

But tell us ye young and fiery apostles of the Franco-Canadian nationality, 
what do you mean by the principle of nationality applied to the management 
of public affairs? Is it, that the principle at present in operation, personified 
in the Executive Council, in the magistrature, in all orders of society, protected 
by Executive power, and more than ever sheltered from insult, is not the thing? 
Is it, par hazard, that famous principle of public action which has excited the 
French lately to drive from France, all workmen of English or foreign origin? 
If it be a principle so advanced as that, which you wish to implant on the Cana
dian soil—and your article has very much the air of pretending to that—you 
lose your time and pains. I t is not after our party has recruited its ranks with 
men of all origins when our friends, the liberals of Upper Canada, and those of 
Lower Canada of foreign origin, have made prodigious efforts to carry the 
elections, and that altogether we have gained the most signal victory—it is not 
now that your appeal to prejudices and passions will have the least echo in the 
country. The people will laugh at your beards, and it will have reason. 

1 See above p. IOS. 
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When you speak to it of this inimical faction which oppressed it so long, 

it will answer that it does not believe in ghosts; that the faction is dead, and 
that there is no danger of its return. You will have much to do to endeavour 
to evoke its shadow, to create from it a night-mare for our nationality: the 
country will pity you as discontented complainers. The fact is, that the people, 
which was nothing before the union, and which to-day sees itself king and master, 
does not appear to us at all absurd in wishing to retain that which it has. I t 
knows the proverb. " One thou hast, is worth two thou shalt have". I t knows 
also, believe me, the fable of the dog and the bone, and you will have much to do 
to persuade it to leave the bone for the shadow. You ought to know gentlemen 
of L'Avenir that the people seldom deceives itself on these points. In vain you 
tell it, that while you are indoctrinating it as to the evils caused by the union, 
and its inevitable effects, that you are supporting the liberal ministry now in 
power; it will not believe you. I t will despise—curse you, if you hinder the 
political progress of the majority of its representatives. 

Do you claim the independence of your opinions?—it will quote, with its 
broad good sense, the living examples of Messrs. Viger and Papineau, who claimed 
independence for their opinions, and who, for having wished to push their 
independence too far, and in opposition to their compatriots were covered with 
shame and disgrace. I t will tell you that you should be silent, even if you be 
right, if the majority of your compatriots is of opinion contrary to yours. 

Messieurs, the writers of L'Avenir speak to the people of the French revolu
tion, and the eventualities which may follow it. That is fair and good; but the 
present is really something that the people esteems, especially when the present 
offers guarantees for the future. We would wager that our compatriots, however 
they may admire the French revolution, prefer responsible government with its 
perspective, to the provisional government of Paris with the menacing and 
sombre horizon that it presents. Our compatriots will not profit to-day by the 
events which are passing in Europe, to create an overthrow without knowing very 
well what is to follow. They will not wish even to agitate, though you may tell 
them that agitation may take place outside the political sphere of the Ministry.— 
They are not so little clear sighted, as not to see the point to which your words 
and imprudent writings tend. They know well where you wish to arrive. They 
know that you wish to isolate yourselves; to make a system of politics on your 
own account, outside of and opposed to the polities of the majority. Is there 
not some fatality which pushes you towards the path in whieh Messrs. Viger 
and Papineau were engaged four years ago: stop for the same lot attends you. 
Whoever is not for us is against us. Your names great, and powerful as they 
may be, will not avert the public indignation from you; or prevent the anger of 
the people from making itself heard. Tremble to put a rash hand to the holy 
ark of our nationality, you who pretend a desire to serve it, by raising whirl
winds and tempests in our midst. I t is not in the name of the people and in its 
rights; the people desires to remain united, and strong in this same union. Is it 
then in the name of your illustrious Committee of co-operation, of your wise 
correspondents, of all these generous men, the friends of their country, and 
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devoted to its nationality that you speak? But is it by fatality that it happens 
that the major part of these generous men were the ardent partizans of Messrs. 
Viger and Papineau in the shameful days of their defection, and held their peace 
before the menacing gestures of their masters? 

If instead of anticipating the future, our young and ardent confreres, after 
more mature reflection, and with more reason, wish to bring out a principle of 
life, a principle of salvation—if they will show us the advantages we should 
have in quitting the port, and casting ourselves on the wide ocean—if they will 
prove to us that our nationality would be more aggrandised and strengthened 
when exposed to winds and the injuries of the hurricane, than under the shadow 
of a liberal, wise and enlightened government, which would protect it and make 
it flourish more and more—let them do so. We will listen to you. But you 
propose to the people an agitation for their nationality—you say that there is 
its salvation without saying what you have in reserve: you wish it to destroy 
and demolish the edifice which shelters it to-day, without saying under what 
roof it will go to rest to-morrow. Do you think that the people has not in times 
past tasted enough of agitation and its disastrous effects? Do you, then, desire 
to push it into the abyss? Take care: the descent is rapid, and if you persist in 
forcing an agitation against its will, you will ruin yourselves forever; for it may 
well be said, that at this moment such an agitation would be as badly inten-
tioned, as badly disposed, and as hateful as it can possibly be. All honest men 
repudiate the idea as supremely dangerous and absurd. 

Liberty for all will be always the devise of the liberal party in Canada. There 
is room for all in the sunshine. Not only would we avoid a war of races with the 
100,000 men of Lower Canada, of whom L'Avenir speaks; but we would avoid 
it with those of Upper Canada, and with the Anglo Saxon race in the United 
States. We wish to enjoy our political rights in common with the population of 
all origins which surround us, since Providence has destined us to live under the 
same heaven. We sympathise with those who think as we do, and combat those 
who differ from us. Thus instructed by the past, and profiting by the present, 
we expect the future with the confidence which belongs to our position. 

[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL. May 10/48 

M Y DEAE GEEY, 

As the Gentlemen whose vocation it is to invent wrongs for Ireland some
times hazard the assertion that Ireland has no interest in the Colonial Empire 
of Great Britain I send a list of my present administration classed according to 
national origin whieh M M Hawes may find it convenient to have in his pocket 
during Parliamentary discussions.-— The Solicitors General are not to be in 
the Council, and M M Drummond has not yet been appointed, but he will I 
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believe be recommended to me in a day or two. MW Aylwin whom he replaces 
is also I believe an Irishman.— 

A telegraphic report of the news brought by the packet of the 22a reached 
us yesterday, I send it, to give you an idea of the excitement wh these reports, 
which arrive sometimes three or four days before more detailed intelligence, are 
calculated to produce.— 

A monster meeting of Irish sympathisers took place Monday. None of the 
leaders of the Irish party attended. Some violent speeches in the Mitchell 
Meagher style were made.— A M w Coursol a Young French Canadian Lawyer 
was placed in the chair. He accepted the responsibility of the resolutions but 
rated them soundly for the violence of their language. I enclose the ace* which 
the French Ministerial journal gives of the proceedings. On the whole I think 
we may congratulate ourselves on the result—The ministers have managed the 
affair well. Doubtless it would have been very different if the other party had 
been in office. 

The breach between my present advisers & M. Papineau is becoming wider 
from day to day. He is ready for anything to make mischief— This day he 
goes to Quebec where some kind of meeting in his honor is to be held. Yours 
very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The, 

EAEL GEEY 

{Endorsed] 
May 10/48 
La Elgin 

Eeca May 31 

[Enclosures] 

No. 1 
Irish. 

CANADIAN ADMINISTEATION 

Prov Sec. Honble. MM Sullivan 
Inspector Gen.—Hincks 
Sol. Gen. West^-Blake 
Sol. Gen. East—Drummond. 

Canadian of Irish parents 
A** Gen West—Hon" MW Baldwin 

French Canadians = 

'Att. Gen.—East. Honw MW LaFontaine. 
Rec. Gen.—Viger 

•4 j Speaker Leg. Council—Caron 
Inspec, Public Works—Taché. 

8337—11 
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English 

1 4 Com. Crown Lands. HonP»] Mr Price 

Scotch 

Près: Com. Council—Honb. Mr Leslie 

2 4 Canadian Scotch Descent 

Ass. Inspec. Pub Works H[0n
b] M w Cameron 

No. 2 
BY TELEGRAPH TO LAPRAIRIE, AND EXPRESS TO MONTREAL 

Continued Excitement in Ireland 

RUN ON SAVINGS BANKS 

THE O'CONNELL'S SAID TO HAVE GONE BEYOND CONSTITUTIONAL 
LIMITS 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MITCHELL, O'BRIEN & MEAGHER 
PROCEEDING 

Germany in a state of Anarchy 

People Rising against the Troops 

ANOTHER BATTLE AT SCHLESWIG 

THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT EXPELLED THE JESUITS 

REVOLUTIONARY DEMONSTRATION IN EGYPT — INSURGENTS 
HUNG BY ORDER OF THE PACHA 

France in great Confusion 

LEDRU ROLLIN HAS ATTEMPTED TO ASSASSINATE LAMARTINE 

CONSOLS, 82| 

Outbreak appears certain. Run on Savings Banks continues. The O'Con-
nells go beyond constitutional limits. 

Earl Shrewsbury said to be favorable to Repeal. 
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The trial of Mitchell, O'Brien, & Meaghar, is proceeding. 
Thomas Steel has attempted suicide. 
A regular armed Chartist force is said to be organized. 
The House of Commons has passed the Crown and Government Security 

Bill with an overwhelming majority. 
A Reform meeting has been held in London, at which 40 members of Par

liament participated. Cobden was one. Hume presided. 
The Prussian Diet has been dissolved. 
Berlin agitated.—Insurgent Poles have formed entrenchments in Posen, 

they have an army of 10,000 men with artillery. Another report says the Poles 
number 22,000; the insurrection does not appear serious. 

Germany.—All Germany in a state of anarchy; in Baden the people have 
risen against the troops, a formidable result [sic] had taken place at Hesse-
cassel. Insurrection in the north of Saxony, which Government has not been 
able to suppress. 

Another battle has taken place at Schleswig, Holstien, the Germans had a 
slight advantage. 

Trade at Vienna entirely destroyed. There is said to be a strong Austrian 
party at Vienna, waiting an opportunity for revolt. 

The Government has ordered the Jesuits to quit Sicily. 
The King of Sardinia attacked Peschiera, a strong town held by Austria, 

but did not carry it. 
Verona has been taken by the Piedmontese army. 
The King of Naples has been compelled to issue a proclamation in favour 

of an Italian independent Union. 
A revolutionary demonstration has been made in Egypt. The Pacha pro

mised reform, but as soon as the people were quieted, hanged the leaders. 
Affairs in France are in great confusion. A plot was formed to upset the 

Provisional Government and assasinate Lamartine, headed by Ledru Rollin. An 
immense meeting of workmen had taken place. 
No 3 

ASSEMBLEE IRLANDAISE 

E N FAVEUR DU KAPPEL DE L 'UNION DE L ' A N G L E T E E E E ET DE L' iELANDE. 

Une assemblée d'Irlandais de cette ville a eu lieu hier soir dans la salle du 
marché Bonsécours; la foule était considérable, il y avait au moins 1500 per
sonnes présente; Chs. J. Coursol écr. avocat, fut appelé à la présidence. Ce jeune 
M. qui ne s'attendait nullement a cet appel s'y refusa longtemps, mais enfin 
entraîné par la foule il fut forcé de se rendre aux vœux de l'assemblée. M. 
Coursol en ouvrant la séance leur dit qu'il n'avait pris aucune part dans la 
convocation de cette assemblée, qu'il n'avait pas même eu communication des 
résolutions qui devaient être proposées, etc. Plusieurs résolutions furent ensuite 
Passées ayant toutes trait à la situation malheureuse de l'Irlande et deman
dant aussi le rappal [sic] de cette union que les Irlandais considèrent comme la 
cause de tous leurs maux. M. Devlin, avocat de cette ville, qui avait pris la 
Part la plus active dans la convocation de l'assemblée s'adressa très au long à la 
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foule, fit des reproches très ardents aux chefs de la population irlandaise, les 
accusant de les avoir trahi en cette occasion, parceque, a-t-il dit, les chefs ont 
l'espoir d'obtenir des places; mais ajouta M. Devlin à l'avenir on pourra se passer 
d'eux. Quelques autres s'adressèrent aussi à l'assemblée. Ensuite M. Coursol 
prit de nouveau la parole en anglais et dit qu'il remerciait ses compatriotes 
Irlandais de l'avoir appelé à présider une assemblée aussi considérable, qu'il 
aurait préféré qu'ils eussent choisi à sa place un homme plus âgé et de leur 
origine. Que toutes les résolutions qu'ils venaient d'adopter étaient restreintes 
dans les limites de la légalité, qu'elles n'étaient que des demandes justes et con
stitutionnelles, et que lui M. Coursol était prêt comme Président de l'assemblée 
à en partager la responsabilité, mais qu'il ne pouvait pas en faire autant des 
sentimens exprimés par M. Devlin et qu'il était loin de les partager tous. M. 
C. leur dit que si les chefs de la polation [sic] irlandaise n'étaient pas présens en 
cette occasion, c'est qu'ils devaient avoir de bonnes et de justes raisons pour en 
agir ainsi. Que lui M. C. resposaient dans ces chefs la plus grande confiance, 
qu'ils les croyaient incapables de trahir la cause des irlandais ou celle du parti 
libéral auxquels ils appartiennent. M. C. leur dit de ne pas faire de cette 
réunion une occasion de désunion parmi eux, que le parti libéral avait besoin de 
toutes ses forces et que toute division serait fatale a nos intérêts. Que les 
irlandeis ne devaient pas écouter ceux qui leur prêchent la division, ne pas écouter 
ceux qui veulent se rendre populaires par l'intrigue et la ruse, qu'il était tems 
de briser toute espèce de coterie et de ne pas faire attention à, mais au contraire 
de traiter avec mépris, certains petits journaux qui ne sont établis que dans le 
but de créer de la division dans les rangs serrés des réformistes. Qu'ils pouvaient 
être certains que tous les canadiens français avaient pour la malheureuse Irlande 
une sympathie profonde et réelle etc., puis l'assemblée se dispersa paisiblement. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
BELGEAVE SQUAEE 

June 1/48 
M Y DEAE ELGIN 

Since I last wrote to you I have rec4 your two letters of the 4*11 & 10*11 

May, the former I sent to the Queen as I thought it cd not fail to interest & to 
gratify her as it contains so very satisfactory an account of the working of a 
judicious system of policy properly & firmly acted upon — While the world is 
so agitated & we have such dangers & difficulties to contend with every where 
else it is a curious contrast to former times to find Canada so quiet & contented, 
& no slight justification to the many fruitless remonstrances I used to make 
against the policy adopted towards it 13 Years ago. 

I quite agree with you as to the impolicy of the attempt to civilize the French 
Canadians by measures wh. are obnoxious to them, & therefore tho' I confess I 
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am sorry to alter the Union Act as regards the language I shall almost imme
diately yield to their wishes by bringing in a Bill to effect the desired change. 
You will receive an official announcement of this intention by this mail1— 
I have also attended to what you say about the free admission of Canadian 
produce into the States it is an object of immense importance.— I send you 
officially the F.O. answer2 upon it & the sooner I receive from you the informa
tion required to begin the negotiation the better. I see Congress is moving on 
the subject already so I anticipate no difficulty with the Americans. We hope 
to carry the repeal of the Navigation Laws in the H. of Commons to night by a 
good majority, & if we do I have little fear of getting it thro' the Lords in spite 
of our beating about the Jews. Your account8 of the origin of the 
Members of your Gov11* is interesting and will be useful. The Irish are too bad 
every where. — Thank heaven Mitchell is by this time on his way to Bermuda 
& we hear his conviction has not only carried dismay into the camp of the 
confederates but set them together by the Ears. But England as well as Ireland 
is in a very uneasy state mainly owing to the distress wh. the stoppage of so 
many of the ordinary branches of trade by the troubles on the Continent has 
produced — I am very anxious therefore to see if some such large measure of 
emigration in connection with the projected railroad as I sketched to you in a 
former letter4 might not be organized before next spring. Pray consider this 
very carefully & let me know your opinion as soon as possible, & also whether 
you approve of the Line for the railroad recommended by Engineers employed 
to explore it.—I trust we shall soon have their final report— 

I must defer till another time writing to you on Military arrangements wh. 
I think admit of great improvement— 

(Signed) GREY. 

[Endorsed] 

June 1/48 

Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

iThis official announcement was sent in a despatch dated 27 May, 18á8. (Grey to Elgin, 
No. 217, G. 181, p. 128.) See below, p. 18S and Note 1. 
, 2 This answer was enclosed in a despatch of 1 June, 1848 H . W. ^ddington writmg on 
behalf of Lord Balmerston suggested—" that the best course would be ttiat the Canadian•<*£«* 
ment should send to England the Draft of such a Treaty as they would wish, or at least me 
beads of the Articles ¿T such a Treaty, and then 3 r t * ^ J » ^ ™ f ™ ^ * ™ £ * 

reference to questions whieh might arise in the course of the Negotiation. {.arey 
22S, G. 131, p. 161.) 

3 See above p. 160. 
* See above p. HT. 
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MONTEEAL May 18. 1848. 

M Y DEAE GEEY, 

The week which has elapsed since the last mail was despatched from hence 
has not brought forth any thing very remarkable—M. Papineau has had his 
monster meeting at Quebec and held forth for nearly four hours in the rain to 
an assembly rather numerous than select. His topics— ' English oppression 
of Ireland & Canada—in both cases by means of Acts of Union '—' glories of 
Revolutions, especially French.'—• ' Superiority of Quebec & its inhabitants to 
Montreal '— ' Humbug of responsible Gov* '—. on his return he put forth a 
sort of official account of the interview which took place between himself and 
the promoters of the Montreal Irish repeal meeting of the previous week in 
which he handles pretty severely some of the Ministers and of their staunchest 
adherents. This document, of which I enclose a copy, has given great offence, 
and some of M. Papineau's late friends profess pretty openly their conviction 
that he is going mad.—Time will shew— . 

I hope that we shall have no trouble from the other side— I am inclined 
however to believe that the Hunters Lodges (secret societies of sympathisers) are 
organized—and that if an outbreak takes place in Ireland, there may be a desire 
among the Irish to effect a diversion in favor of their Countrymen by exciting 
disturbances here. How are we prepared to meet the difficulty?— The 
Ministers and their supporters are, I think, staunch, so also, is the body of the 
Tories of Upper Canada.— Among the mercantile classes, now that protection 
is abandoned,— and the old conservative hangers on of office,— now that 
Responsible Gov* is fairly carried out— much indifference as to the main
tenance or surrender of the connexion with Great Britain will I fear, be found. 
Papineau and his adherents & a certain class of Irish are of course ready for 
any thing that will create confusion without much heed as to what may follow. 
So much for our morale. 

As regards our physique— We have an excellent man for Commander 
in chief, but he is very old— Gore our Major General is a good man too, but 
it is not generally believed that his judgment could be relied on in difficulties — 
I t is right that I should place these things before you, though they are delicate 
matters for me to meddle with— It is certainly a defect in our system, and 
one for which we may yet suffer as the Austrians did during Napoleon's first 
Italian Campaigns, that many of our highest naval & military appointments 
are filled by men so very far advanced in life. I do not know whether Ld 

Dundonald retains the vigor of youth—but his predecessor, I do not hesitate 
to say it, was totally unfit to fill a situation of responsibility— The Yankees 
understand these things better: and in these days of reform it w* be well to 
take a leaf out of their book— Why not consider the higher grades in both 
services as virtual retirements and employ younger officers of lower rank in 
command.? Your work would be done more cheaply and efficiently. Let the 
Yankees get possession of British North America with the prestige of superior 
Generalship—who can say how soon they may dispute with you the Empire 

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 167 

of India and of the Seas? Imagine 100,000,000, of confederated men inhabiting 
this vast continent and the proceeds of their duties on Imports invested in a 
Navy! But I am travelling, I fear, out of the record — Yours very sin
cerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

Earl Grey, 

P.S. I observe what you say about CB's. but I do not yet see my way towards 
making any recommendations— Certainly not Draper alone. 

[Endorsed] 

May 18/48 

Ld Elgin 

[Enclosure] 
L'AVENIR 

. FEUILLETON SUPPLÉMENTAIRE 

MONTEÉAL, LUNDI 15 MAI 1848 

Nous publions plus bas une communications de M. Papineau, qui a voulu 
se servir de la voie de notre journal, pour donner au public des explications 
qu'il croyait nécessaires. 

Rien ne serait plus compromettant pour un honnête homme, que d'être 
souvent et hautement louange par des fripons. Rien ne tendrait à ruiner plus 
vite la réputation d'intégrité, politique; de dévouement à la cause de la justice, 
de la liberté et des droits du peuple, que de mériter un mot de louange, que 
d'avoir un second compliment du Transcript, ou de toute autre section de la 
Presse Tory du Bas-Canada, telle qu'elle a été toute entière, depuis la première 
page du Mercury, jusqu'à la dernière élucubration du Courier. C'est pour 
déjouer une tactique aussi perfide, c'est pour repousser un éloge aussi offensant, 
que celui que fait de moi la feuille calomniatrice, le Transcript, en publiant 
que j 'ai dit à une deputation de concitoyens Irlandais, qu'attendu que l'objet 
de leur réunion, ne regardait que des pays étrangers, et non le Canada,^ je n'y 
voulais prendre aucune part, que je rends compte de l'entrevue que j 'ai eue 
avec eux. 

L'on m'invitait à devenir le président d'une assemblée publique, pour y 
demander le rappel de l'acte oppresseur de l'Union de l'Irlande, et pour donner 
expression à nos vives sympathies, pour l'héroïsme avec lequel le peuple Fran
çais à détruit une monarchie corruptrice; a brûlé et fait un feu de joie dun 
trône dont les cendres, promenées sur le monde par une brise propice, par le 
vent d'Ouest de l'Amérique, par le vent de la liberté, ont commence 1 incendie 
de tant d'autres trônes; et pour la modération sublime avec laquelle li par
donne à ses tyrans abattus. Ces vérités, je les avais appelées saintes. Je men 
étais fait l'apôtre; je les avais préchées. J'étais lié envers le publie, comme 
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par ma conscience à faire de constans efforts pour les faire prévaloir, et j'aurais 
pu faire une réponse aussi ignoble, que celle que m'impute le Transcript ! C'est 
pour cela que je suis louange!—Louange astucieuse; atroce mensonge, qui prouve 
l'imbécilité de celui qui a cru un pareil rapport, ou la corruption de cœur, la 
perfidie, et l'esprit d'intrigue de celui, ou de ceux qui l'ont inventé et accrédité. 

Si j'étais capable d'un égoïsme aussi abject, d'un servilisme aussi orde, je 
serais digne de tomber dans ce que je regarde comme le plus bas degré de 
l'échelle sociale: digne de devenir, non par nécessité et pour gagner mon pain, 
ce à quoi un homme honnête mais infortuné peut être réduit, à devenir, dis-je, 
garçon-typographe-volontaire (ce que la politesse de la langue Anglaise appel
lerait diable-par-choix, a volunteer devil) dans l'imprimerie du Transcript. 

Son conte est d'infernale origine, puisque le Transcript assure que Beelzé-
buth seul sait d'où venait la deputation. C'est la dévotion de YEditeur pour 
un tel patron, qui sans doute l'a engagé, à s'en faire le serviteur et l'écho, puis
qu'il publie, comme vrai, le mensonge auquel il donne une telle origine. Il le 
croit vrai parce qu'il vient de là, d'où lui viennent la plupart de ses inspirations 
et inventions, de ses découvertes et de ses dénonciations d'assemblées nocturnes, 
aussi réelles et criminelles que l'étaient celles du sabat des soïciers. Les der
niers qui ont été judiciairement brûlés en Europe, l'ont été en Angleterre. 

La version véridique de ce qu'était et de ce que désirait cette deputation, 
est quelle était animée de sentimens trop humains et trop généreux, pour pou
voir être soupçonnée de venir de la part de Downing Street, ni de ceux qui 
aiment Downing Street. Elle ne venait donc pas de Beelzébuth. Bien con
vaincu de cela, j'ai pu en sûreté de conscience l'écouter. Ses sentimens de 
haine contre toutes les tyrannies aristocratiques, et d'amour pour toutes les 
libertés populaires, établissaient de suite, des rapports de sympathie entr'elle 
et moi. La conversation fut donc franche et libre, telle qu'elle pourrait être 
entre des affiliés de Conciliation Hall. 

Quand près de deux siècles avant la naissance du christianisme, sur le 
théâtre de Rome payenne, l'un des plus élégans de ses poetes, exhalait cette 
suave sentence. "Je suis homme, rien de ce qui peut aider au bonheur de 
l'homme ne m'est étranger;" l'applaudissement unanime de cent mille specta
teurs accueillit cette évangélique révélation. Il ne se trouva pas un seul homme 
dans une assemblée si nombreuse, à la quelle assistaient des envoyés de toutes 
les colonies Romaines, des ambassadeurs de toutes les parties du globe où avait 
pénétré la civilisation grecque et latine, mère de la nôtre, qui ne fut sensible à 
cet élan du cœur, à ce cri de la nature. Comment se fait il donc, que la presse 
tory canadienne toute entière, croie que le devoir et la loyauté pour le gouver
nement britannique, exigent qu'elle n'exprime que mépris et animosité, pour 
cette Irlande, dont l'oppression a fait un Golgotha trop étroit pour cacher 
dans ses entrailles les cadavres que lui donne la famine; en sorte qu'ils restent 
exposés à sa surface, pour trouver leur sépulture dans les entrailles des chiens 
et des oiseaux de proie. La pitié pour l'Irlande! Ce serait une insulte pour 
le gouvernement britannique, si vigilant à punir ceux qui seraient durs et cruels 
pour les Irlandais, objets des prédilections des lords Russel et Brougham, Pal-
merston et Stanley, et hoc omne genus; témoin la rigueur du châtiment qu'ils 
•viennent d'infliger à Blake. Dans la nuit du trente et un décembre dernier, 
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ce mauvais riche, ce grand propriétaire, envoie détruire les pauvres demeures 
d'un grand nombre de familles Irlandaises, et les fait périr par la rigueur du 
froid. L'on a été demander à l'un des plus dignes des vice-rois qu'ait eu cette 
vallée des pleurs et des tortures, s'il y avait quelque moyen de faire punir cet 
infâme meurtrier. Le vice-roi répond que non, que M. Blake est le maitre de 
ces maisons, et qu'il en peut faire ce qu'il voudra; mais que désirant punir, 
autant que la législation et la sensibilité Anglaises, le peuvent permettre, ce 
crime de Lèze-humanité au premier chef, il rayera de la liste des juges de paix, 
ce monstre à visage d'homme, à cœur de tigre, avec les instincts de la Hyène, 
savourant l'odeur des cadavres en décomposition autour de son repaire! 

Comment expliquer le cri sauvage de la haine contre des hommes opprimés 
à ce degré: comment ne pas partager l'élan naturel de Rome entière, électrisée 
par la voix pieuse de Térence? C'est qu'à cette époque le gouvernement romain 
était un conquérant civilisateur, et que le gouvernemnt anglais a été pour 
l'Irlande, pour les Indes, pour la Nouvelle-France, un conquérant extermina
teur. Rome payenne n'avait consenti à donner la paix à Carthage, qu'à la 
condition qu'elle adoucirait son culte sanguinaire et abolirait les sacrifices 
humains. Le gouvernement mercandier des Indes a longtemps fait assister 
ses hauts dignitaires chrétiens, aux holocaustes des veuves, brûlées vives avec 
le corps mort de leur mari; ainsi qu'aux processions de Jagrenaut où, par cen
taines, des fanatiques sont écrasés chaque année sous les roues du char, qui 
traine une idole bien plus avide de sang humain, que ne le fut celle qu'honora 
l'Africaine férocité. 

Il ne peut y avoir de sympathie exprimée dans la presse tory, pour l'agonie 
de l'Irlande. Ses maîtres ne donnent point d'or pour de pareils paragraphes. 
Ils donnent des avertissemens, de l'or, des places et des honneurs à ceux qui 
désertent, à ceux qui maudissent l'Irlande et le Canada. 

Maudits soient l'Irlande et le Canada; bénis soient les actes de l'Union 
de l'Irlande et du Canada, disent les hommes et les journaux, qui sont dévorés 
de la faim et de la soif, d'avoir des avertissemens, de l'or, des places et ce qu'ils 
appellent des honneurs. 

La Deputation.—"Monsieur, il y a eu à Québec une belle assemblée, dans 
laquelle l'on a dénoncé la tyrannie de l'Angleterre, donné une larme aux souf
frances de l'Irlande, une aspiration pour sa délivrance; et un cri d'allégresse 
pour la gloire pure et sans tache de la France républicaine. Ici où nous sommes 
deux fois plus nombreux que ne le sont nos compatriotes de Québec; ici, dans 
la capitale de deux grandes provinces, n'en devons nous pas avoir une sem
blable? Nous voulons l'avoir, et nous vous prions de la présider." 

M. Papineau.—Vous avez raison, mes amis, d'en vouloir organiser une 
semblable à celle de Québec. Pour cette fin, ma voix et mon cœur vous sont 
acquis. Vous n'avez pas raison de vouloir que je la préside. Il y a de la vie 
et de l'honneur dans Québec. Il y en a eu quand, sous le règne de la terreur, 
et sous l'inspiration de la liberté, en présence de lord Durham, l'on-y-a flétri 
sa tyrannie, exercée contre les exilés de la Bermude; flétri l'exubérance de sa 
déraison, quand il publiait, que le retour au pays d'accusés absents, serait haute 
trahison pour laquelle ils souffriraient la mort, sans procès; quand le Fantasque 
édifiait ses lecteurs, sur les folies quotidiennes des actes de la dictature d alors 
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(celle du moment, pourrait bien le ressusciter avec toute sa verve) ; quand on y 
a protesté et pétitioné contre l'acte d'Union; quand on s'y est organisé l'été 
dernier, en comités nombreux de la réforme et du progrès; quand enfin, en 
assemblée récente, on s'y est réuni pour l'exaltation de l'héroïsme-français, 
l'exécration du despotisme anglais, la commisération pour les râles de l'Irlande 
agonisante. Oui il y a à Québec de la vie et de l'honneur. A Montréal c'est 
autre chose. Nous y avons le siège du gouvernement responsable. Nous y 
avons des hommes d'état, politiques profonds comme l'abyme et muets comme 
la tombe, qui étouffent toutes les mesures qui naissent dans Québec. Pourquoi 
le font-ils? Us ne m'ont pas dit leurs secrets. Je n'ai pas assez de clairvoyance 
pour les deviner. Il faut donc que vous sachiez, s'il leur plait que vous ayez 
l'assemblée que vous projetez. 

La Deputation.—Nous avons lieu de penser qu'il leur plait que nous ne 
Payions pas. L'on a demandé à M. Drummond, président de notre association 
pour le rappel de l'acte d'Union de l'Irlande, et à M. Ryan qui en était le secré
taire, de convoquer cette assemblée, à l'instar de celle qui a eu lieu à Québec: 
ils s'y sont refusés. Us ont dit que nos compatriotes Québecquois avaient com
mis une grande étourderie, d'avoir eu cette assemblée, d'avoir eu cette intem
pestive reunion, sans avoir préalablement consulté aucun des membres du 
gouvernement ici: que c'était susciter de l'embarras à une autorité amie, de 
qui nous obtiendrions à la fin, tout ce que nous voudrions, si, avec assez de 
patience, nous savions attendre assez longtemps : que maintenant qu'ils s'étaient 
attachés au gouvernement, ils devaient se détacher de notre association: que 
nous pouvons élire d'autres officiers. C'est pour cela, qu'en même temps que 
nous souhaitons vous choisir pour président, nous voulons avoir des résolutions 
publiques votées pour le rappel de l'Union et pour l'exaltation de la vertu et 
de la bravoure française, qui vivifient tous les peuples, et sous peine de déché
ance, convertissent tous les rois. 

M. Papineau.—Ah! M. Drummond et M. Ryan, hommes libres, étaient des 
officiers de votre société; et serviteurs du gouvernement, ils doivent la répudier? 
Mais certes, il y a là dessous quelque chose de fort grave et de très compromet
tant. Il faut que je connaisse bien votre but et vos règles, avant que je me 
hasarde à m'affilier. Auraient-ils découvert, depuis qu'ils sont commissionnés, 
qu'il y a quelqu'odeur de déloyauté dans ces déplorables règles, que je ne con
nais pas? Ont-ils été longtemps vos officiers? Ont-ils pris part à vos discus
sions? 

La Deputation.—Oh pour cela oui. Us ont parlé plus souvent, plus dru, 
plus gros et plus fort qu'aucun autre des membres de la société. 

M. P.—Bon comme cela. Vous me faites plaisir. Il n'y avait rien de 
criminel dans votre maçonnerie, quand il parlaient; j'en eonelus qu'il n'y a rien 
de criminel quand il se taisent. 

Ce n'est pas vous qui avez changé, ce sont eux qui sont changés, c'est-à-
dire, qui ne le sont pas; mais 

" Qui sont tenus de le paraître." 
" Peuple caméléon, peuple singe du maître." 



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 171 

[Enclosure] 
Oh bien moi, qui n'ai pas d'autre maître que la loi, je pourrai oser parler 

quand ils ne pourront pas oser le faire. Vrai. C'est réjouissant d'apprendre 
que l'on peut devenir l'un de vous sans, pour cela être trop facilement poursuivi 
par le solliciteur-général, qui a été l'un de vous. 

La Deputation—Non seulement il ne doit pas poursuivre ses frères asso
ciés, mais nous croyons bien, que c'est cette qualité de président des frères 
associés, qui l'a fait solliciteur-général. Ce n'est pas à raison de là seule 
circonstance de son origine irlandaise, que nous l'avons porté à la représenta
tion. Ce fut encore plus à raison de ses protestations énergiques et réitérées 
d'amour passionné pour les libertés populaires; de haine contre une oppression 
séculaire, régularisée contre notre infortunée patrie, au profit de nobles et de 
prêtres ennemis étrangers, justement odieux, depuis les dévastations des Planta-
genets, des Tudors et des Stuarts, jusqu'aux proscriptions de Cromwell, jus
qu'aux trahisons de Castlereagh jusqu'aux fourberies de Lord Russel: Ce fut à 
raison de ses promesses de faire écho aux dénonciatioins fulminées par les Grat-
tan et les O'Connel contre les traitres, qui ont vendu l'Irlande au Sassenagh, 
que nous l'avons porté à la réprésentation, voie d'avancement la plus large et 
la plus facile de toutes, sous l'heureux système de gouvernement responsable, 
intègre, économique, désintéressé, grand travailleur pour de minces rémunéra
tions, dont nous avons eu le bonheur de jouir depuis sept années. 

M. P.—En est-il ainsi? Alors soyez surs que vous aurez mal compris votre 
président. Il ne peut pas prétendre, que toute la respectabilité qu'il y avait 
dans votre association, s'en retire, dès qu'il s'est rétiré. Ni lui, ni aucun 
membre de notre cabinet libéral, ne peuvent avoir la présomption de condam
ner, comme une étourderie, une assemblée comme celle de Québec, présidée par 
un prêtre respectable, en rapport journalier avec ses supérieurs ecclésiastiques, 
Sa Grâce l'Archevêque, son coadjuteur et autres de nos prêtres les plus éclairés 
du pays; encouragée par la présence et la participation de toute la représenta
tion de la ville et du voisinage de Québec, dont l'un des représentants était 
aussi membre du cabinet. Il a été fait juge depuis, ce qui n'aurait pas pu être, 
s'il y avait eu quelque chose de déloyal dans ces procédés. S'il avait vu quel-
•qu'imprudence dans aucune des résolutions débattues et votées, il n'aurait 
pas manqué d'y proposer quelque judicieux amendement. Je vous conseille 
donc de revoir votre président, de le prier de continuer à conserver cette charge, 
«t les sentimens qui vous ont engagés à- la lui déférer; de l'assurer quê  je ne 
voudrais jamais participer à aucun mouvement qui, mal interprété, aurait l'air 
de ma part, de vouloir lui ravir un honneur qu'il a si bien mérité. Je l'estime. 
Il est homme de talents distingués, de solide et de brillante éducation. Des 
hommes de ce calibre, je les honore à quelqu'êcole qu'ils appartiennent: mais 
c'est avec prédilection que je les honore, quand ils appartiennent à l'école libé
rale canadienne et irlandaise. Allez plusieurs ensemble le revoir. Renouveliez 
"Votre demande. Q'il n'y ait point de surprise. Dites lui, que s'il vous donne 
des raisons de vous désister qui vous paraissent bonnes, vous les donnerez au 
public, pour vous excuser de ne pas imiter le belet bon exemple que nous donne 
-Québee; que si elles vous paraissent mauvaises, vous ne vous désisterez point, 
«* les publierez, pour que vous et lui, soyez jugés en pleine connaissance de 
«ause. 
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Dites lui que s'il veut bien présider l'assemblée que vous désirez avoi, je 

l'y seconderai de grand cœur. Si, à ma grande surprise, il s'y refusait, cela 
même ne deviendrait pas une raison suffisante, pour que vous dussiez me faire 
l'honneur de me choisir pour président, ni de votre association, ni de notre 
assemblée. Croyez en un ami sincère de la bonne cause dans laquelle vous êtes 
engagés, qui a quelqu'expérience acquise des hommes et des affaires, de celles 
de votre pays en particulier. 

La tyrannie a été si exorbitante contre votre déplorable patrie, aussi riante 
et embellie par les bienfaits de la Providence, qu'elle est assombrie par les 
méfaits de vos gouvernants, qu'elle a développé chez la généralité d'entre vous, 
des vertus natives, et des vices qu'a fait naître le dominateur étranger. Vous 
avez été dans un état de conjuration plus fréquent qu'aucun autre peuple, 
contre des iniquités plus atroces que n'en a souffertes aucune autre nation. De 
là votre amour plus enthousiaste pour le culte de la patrie; pour votre divinité 
chérie, Erin la belle, Erin dénudée par le spoliateur qui l'outrage. Cet amour 
du pays, c'est la première des vertus pour l'Anglais qui commande; c'est à ses 
yeux le plus détestable des sentimens que le peuple puisse nourrir, dans ses 
colonies d'Irlande et du Canada. C'est celui qu'il y a le plus souvent et le 
plus impitoyablement châtié. Vous donnez avec un élan de générosité sans 
bornes, votre confiance à quiconque est dévoué à votrecause. Vous savez que 
je suis un de ces hommes; vous voulez m'en témoigner votre reconnaissance 
d'une manière quidépasse les bornes de la discrétion, de la fierté nationale, du 
sentiment d'estime que vous devez nourrir et afficher pour vous mêmes, pour 
votre nationalité, et pour vos nationaux. Les associations que l'on forme 
doivent resserer les liens de confiance et de dépendance mutuelle entre les 
associés. Ne faites rien qui puisse relâcher les liens d'entière confiance entre 
vous tous, dans une association irlandaise, formée dans un intérêt irlandais, le 
rappel de votre néfaste acte d'Union. 

Souvent décimés en punition de votre fort amour du pays, vous vous êtes-
trop souvent formés en sociétés secrettes, dans lesquelles l'or anglais, les espions 
anglais, vous poussaient à la vengeance: et, à la veille de son explosion, vous 
trahissaient. Cela vous a rendus soupçonneux. C'est le vice que le domina
teur étranger a fait naître, dans des natures disposées par la providence, à être 
les plus confiantes qu'il y eut sur la terre. L'Irlande a plus de chances de 
salut en ce moment que jamais, parce qu'elle n'a pas de sociétés secretes. Sa, 
haine est aussi hautement avouée, que justement formée. 

Ne sentez vous pas que plus tard, l'on ira murmurer aux oreilles des uns
et des autres d'entre vous: "eh quoi, vous êtes ici vingt mille Irlandais, et vous-
avez jugé que pas un d'entre vous ne méritait l'honneur de vous présider; vous, 
avez jugé que c'était un étranger que vous deviez installer audessus de vous tous, 
quand il est question, non pas d'un intérêt social également stringent pour toutes 
nos populations mélangées, mais d'un intérêt spécialement national pour vous"' 
Non. Vous en devez conserver la direction et la présidence. D'autres y ont de 
meilleurs titres que moi. 

Vous avez sur d'autres hommes plus de contrôle, un meilleur droit à exiger-
qu'ils répondent à votre appel, que vous n'en avez sur moi. C'est la première fois,. 
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Messieurs, que nous nous rencontrons. N'y a-t-il pas quelques autres hommes 
publics avec qui vous avez eu des rapports plus fréquens qu'avec moi; qui vous 
ont recherché quand ils ont eu besoin de vous; à qui vous avez rendu les services 
qu'ils sollicitaient de votre part; à qui il a été agréable de recevoir vos suffrages, 
et qui, en retour de vos votes dans leurs élections, vous ont promis de douces 
paroles, de la déférence et de la civilité; qui vous ont dit que vous aviez droit à 
leurs conseils, à leurs énergiques encouragements, en toute occasion où vous les 
demanderiez; droit à leur appui cordial, partout où vous en auriez besoin? Le 
temps et l'occasion sont venus, où vous devez apprécier à leur juste valeur la 
sincérité et l'importance de leurs promesses. Allez vers vos représentans, allez 
y avec franchise et avec les mêmes déclarations que je vous ai conseillé de porter 
à M. Drummond. C'est votre droit de demander, c'est leur devoir de vous 
donner leur appui, si les objets que vous avez en vue sont, comme il me paraît à 
moi qu'ils le sont, utiles et honorables à votre patrie, à la mienne, à vous, et à 
tous ceux qui vons seconderont. S'ils vous détrompent, nous leur en aurons 
obligation. Habiles opérateurs, ils auront donné la lumière à des malheureux 
qui tâtonnaient dans d'épaisses ténèbres. Il peuvent nous désillusioner, nous 
pouvons leur révéler des vérités qu'ils ignorent. Ce n'est qu'en comparant 
nos doctrines, que nous pouvons déterminer quelle est la juste et vraie doxie, 
la nôtre ou la leur. 

Je suis jeté dans la vie politique contre mon inclination. Après que j'eus 
franchement expliqué mon mécontentement et mon dédain pour l'ordre politique 
forcément imposé à mon pays, dans le même but hostile, par les mêmes moyens 
pervers, qui ont enchaîné le vôtre, par une Union, meurtrière et dégradante pour 
l'Irlande, comme la nôtre nous est hostile et plus dégradante encore pour le Bas-
Canada, colonie deux fois assujeti à deux Métropoles, celle de l'Angleterre qui 
nous opprime par antipathie, celle du Haut-Canada, qui nous exploite par cupi
dité, le comté de St. Maurice ma choisi pour le représenter. Que ce comté s'as
semble pour délibérer sur les intérêts généraux du pays, sur ses intérêts locaux, 
ou sur des questions liées à la cause de la justice, exercée par des vainqueurs 
généreux contre des rois oppresseurs; ou à celles des droits, des libertés, du bon
heur de nos co-sujets dans aucune partie de l'empire, ce comté a droit, si je garde 
son mandat, de commander mon assistance et ma participation à ses discussions. 
A Montréal, je ne suis qu'un citoyen, qui ne prend part aux délibérations que 
timidement, quand ses représentans dédaignent de le faire. L'on y a si souvent 
dit à mes concitoyens, tant de vive voix que par écrit, que j'étais un homme 
changé; devenu un paragon de dévouement au gouvernement, contre lequel 
j'avais lutté toute ma vie;—que j'applaudissais à la détermination, qu'avaient 
prise M. M. Viger et Papineau, de donner leur appui à l'administration de Lord 
Metcalfe, puisqu'ils restaient au ministère, plus longtemps que ne le souhaitaient 
ceux qui brûlaient d'envie et de désir de les remplacer; que, sans l'accueil ̂ bien
veillant que sept mille de ces mêmes concitoyens, m'ont fait dans leur récente 
assemblée, j'aurais pu me croire repoussé par la majorité d'entr'eux, avec autant 
de sollicitude que je l'étais par leurs nouveaux directeurs. Avant mon retour 
et depuis mon retour, l'on a si haut proclamé à mon pays, qu'il fallait bien se 
garder d'élire un homme, dont les principes étaient aussi inconnus, flottants et 
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versatiles que les miens, à moins qu'on ne lui fit faire sa profession de foi poli
tique; et quand j'ai voulu la formuler, l'on a fait jouer tant d'intrigues pour 
m'empêcher de la publier, que j'ai dû les regarder comme le soin charitable 
d'hommes qui me disaient: " Ne parlez pas vous ne seriez pas écouté." Si vous 
voulez parler dans notre sens, c'est votre droit. Qu'alors vos professions soient 
courtes comme le sont les nôtres. Ne parlez pas beaucoup, ne dites rien du 
mérite ou du démérite de l'Union; de la représentation proportionnée à la popu
lation; de l'extension du droit de suffrage à tous; de l'utilité que partie au moins 
de la réprésentation soit choisi parmi les électeurs résidens; que l'éligibilité ne 
devrait dépendre que de la confiance publique, non de la propriété bien ou mal 
acquise du candidat. Ne dites pas que la conviction, devant un juré légal, tel 
qu'il n'y en a pas encore eu dans le pays, de l'emploi de moyens de corruption 
dans une élection, devrait disqualifier pour toujours le coupable convaincu, de 
ses droits d'électeur et d'éligible, et de l'aptitude à remplir aucune charge d'hon
neur et de profit. N'insinuez point qu'il serait désirable que l'administration fut 
plus travaillante, et surtout moins dispendieuse, c'est contre l'intention de ceux 
qui nous ont donné le gouvernement responsable et contre l'intérêt de ceux qui 
l'exercent; ne soufflez pas mot de bien d'autre vétilles de cette nature, dont vous 
avez la manie de vous occuper; détails fort inutiles depuis que le symbole qui 
est une carte civisme, un certificat indispensable d'éligibilité, a été traduit en 
une seule phrase suprêmement simple. La voila à votre service: " Je crois en 
le ministère Baldwin-Lafontaine et je lui jure obéissance aveugle." Ma formule 
à moi, c'est de prêter appui cordial à toutes celles de ses mesures qui me paraî
tront bonnes; et libre censure avec refus d'appuyer celles qui me paraîtront 
mauvaises. Avec les antécédens que je me suis faits et avec ceux que l'on m'a 
faits, je n'ai pas de forts motifs de courtiser, dans Montréal, les déloyaux inven
teurs, et les dupes faciles de ce grossier manège. Ceux qui débitaient et ceux qui 
imprimaient ces mensonges contre moi, savaient qu'ils mentaient. II avaient 
leurs motifs pour le faire. Qu'ils recueillent ou ne recueillent pas les honneurs 
et les profits que méritent la ruse et la fausseté systématisées, c'est leur affaire et 
leur étude; non les miennes. 

Eloignés et peu nombreux comme vous l'êtes, ce ne sont pas vos efforts qui 
peuvent arracher des mains de vos tyrans, ni la foudre par laquelle ils dévastent 
et stérilisent votre patrie, ni le sceptre de plomb, sous lequel ils l'écrasent. C'est 
moins pour elle, que pour vous-même; moins pour son bonheur que pour votre 
honneur, que vous ne devez pas lâcher pied, vous débander, dissoudre votre 
association, au jour périlleux des plus prochains dangers, ou des plus prochaines 
chances de salut qui ait lui sur votre pays. Par toute la chrétienté, de Rome 
religieuse a Paris philosophique, de la Russie autocratique aux Etats-Unis 
démocratiques, s'élève un cri universel d'amour et de pitié pour l'Irlande, enve
loppée dans son linceul de peste et de famine, tissé et cousu autour d'elle par des 
mains aristocratiques. Montréal seul, stupéfié par je ne sais quels jongleurs, ne 
pourra pas, au milieu des sheds consacrés à la mort que l'Angleterre déverse, de 
son Irlande Eurropéenne, sur son Irlande Américaine, trouver un mot de sym
pathie, pour des douleurs et des souffrances telles, que les lamentations de Jéré-
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mie seules peuvent en laisser entrevoir l'horreur! Honte aux hommes qui peu
vent être assez démoralisateurs pour vouloir que Montréal soit aussi léthargique, 
qu'ils sont apathiques. 

Il n'y a que quelques semaines que vous avez été organisés, soudoyés et 
armés, pour rencontrer, corps-à-corps, d'autres hommes organisés, soudoyés et 
armés. Ceux qui vous ont enrôlés étaient moins fautifs que ceux contre lesquels 
ils vous lançaient. Vous, électeurs résidents, étiez armés pour la défense de vos 
droits. Des tories, allant chercher des sicaires hors des limites du comté, 
armaient pour l'illégale invasion de vos droits. Ils vous plaçaient dans le cas de 
légitime défense. Néanmoins la balle et l'épée sont des instruments aveugles, 
qui pouvaient aussi bien atteindre vos poitrines innocentes, que les coupables 
poitrines de vos adversaires. Les cours de justice sont un champ clos, où la 
lutte s'engage au milieu d'une nuit noire comme l'Erèbe, d'un labyrinthe de 
détours et de stratagèmes, où s'égare quelquefois le bon droit; où l'avocat 
adroit gagne de mauvaises causes. Vous avez affronté les dangers du champ 
de bataille, et les périls plus grands de l'antre de la chicane. 

Vous avez donc quelque droit aux services de ceux que vous avez portés sur 
le pavoi: de ceux que vous avez faits grands, à vos périls et risques. Allez vers 
vos représentans. Vous avez droit de demander, à ceux qui vous cherchent 
avant les élections, qu'ils vous entendent après les élections ; qu'ils vous guident 
et vous aident dans vos efforts, s'ils vous sont utiles et honorables; qu'ils vous 
persuadent de les discontinuer, s'ils vous prouvent qu'ils sont nuisibles à l'inté
rêt public, et dès lors peu honorables pour ceux qui les partageraient avec vous. 

La Deputation.—Mais c'est inutile, puisque nous serons refusés. On nous 
repoussera grossièrement. 

M. P.—Impossible. Je vous adresse à des gentils-hommes. 
La Dép.—Nous avons été refusés poliment, mais peremplestoirement par 

M. Coursol, qui nous a dit qu'il ne voulait pas nous aider à embarrasser le minis
tère, et que notre démarche ne lui serait pas agréable. 

M.P.—Ah! En voilà donc un, qui n'est pas dans le gouvernement, et qui est 
dans les secrets d'un gouvernement aussi mystérieux que le nôtre! Non, vous 
êtes dans l'erreur. Ce n'est pas un fait acquis qu'il vous révèle; c'est une suppo
sition ingénieuse à laquelle il est parvenu d'après un calcul assez plausible de 
probabilité, que la quiétude du repos et la sagesse du silence sont aussi agréables 
au Ministère Canadien, que le tapage de l'Irlande lui est ennuyeux, et à Lord 
Russel aussi. Je vous répète, remontez à la source de tous ces rapports. Voyez 
vos représentans. Mon avis à moi, est que des ministres actifs et judicieux, 
entre lesquels se trouvent plusieurs membres Irlandais et d'origine Irlandaise, 
devraient se faire l'honneur de prouver, que leur cœur n'est pas de glace pour les 
angoisses de leur pays; se faire l'honneur de ne pas étouffer votre élan patrioti
que. S'ils peuvent s'exeuser de ne pas y être en personne, ils doivent au moins 
encourager leurs amis, à assister à votre assemblée, à en préparer avec vous les 
résolutions, afin que, ne dépassant pas les limites de la loi, vous alliez ̂ aussUoïn 
qu'elle le permet, ainsi que l'ont fait leurs partisans très-dévoués à Québec. 
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Yoyez M. Holmes, il est votre représentant, il est ami du cabinet, il est Irlandais 
d'origine; vous avez sur lui des droits que vous n'avez pas sur moi; il doit être 
votre président si vous l'y appelez. 

Vous venez après vos concitoyens de Québec, pour organiser une démons
tration analogue à celle qu'ils ont eue, et qui justement vous intéresse. Ayant 
le bénéfice de leur exemple, et le temps de la réflexion, vous devez vous efforcer 
de faire quelque chose de plus qu'eux. 

Quoique vous deviez, dans cette occasion, avoir une réunion irlandaise, vous 
ajoutez à son importance, si vous faites appel, dans toutes les origines dont se 
compose notre société, aux hommes humains, dévoués à la cause du progrès, au 
respect pour la justice, à la haine contre l'oppression, et si vous leur demandez 
de vous seconder. Que les diverses nationalités un peu nombreuses soient repré
sentées dans votre assemblée. Elisez des vice présidents, Canadien—Anglais, 
Ecossais, Américain et Allemand. Apprenez à connaître la liberté de sentimens, 
la soif de libéralité, d'égalité et de fraternité, que possède la majorité de vos 
concitoyens d'origine Française. Invitez les à prendre part à une démonstration 
qui a pour but, de donner une libre expression aux sentimens qui gonflent leurs 
généreuses poitrines, haine à l'oppression, pitié pour les souffrances nationales 
de l'Irlande, comme pour ses souffrances individuelles, ainsi que vous le prouve 
l'adoption, dans les familles Canadiennes, d'un si grand nombre des orphelins de 
l'Irlande; faits orphelins par la lâcheté des ministres Whigs bassement maîtrisés 
par l'intérêt mercantile et, par suite de cet asservissement, laissant faire par les 
propriétaires de vaisseaux Anglais, avec une avidité de lucre plus sordide, une 
inhumanité plus brutale, une imprévoyance plus meurtrière, la traite des Irlan
dais, que n'en mettent les corsaires de Cuba et du Brésil dans la traite des noirs. 

L'intérêt du négrier, est d'avoir un court passage et de vendre entière et en 
santé sa cargaison. L'intérêt des Stanley, des Palmerston, des Blake et autres 
de leur caste et de leur tempérament, est de chasser de leurs vastes domaines 
irlandais ceux qu'ils ont fait pauvres et qui ne peuvent plus les payer. Plus le 
vaisseau qui les emporte est encombré, plus le domaine et le cœur des mauvais 
riches sont allégés; et plus leur revenu est grossi. Ils ne peuvent pas faire exécu
ter, nous informent-ils officiellement, leur loi qui tendrait à prévenir l'encombre
ment. Ils ne la veulent pas faire exécuter. Us ont profit et plaisir à ce qu'elle 
soit éludée. De là, les colères exprimées d'un Stanley contre notre loi coloniale. 
De là, l'hyperbolique bassesse d'un Grey, et de tous ses collègues, blâmant la loi 
coloniale passée d'après leurs instructions. Voilà le gouvernement responsable 
à sa source, dans toute sa sincérité, sa bienfaisance, ou sa nudité comme on 
voudra l'appeler! Faut-il s'étonner qu'il soit si épaissi de sang et de boue quand 
il est rendu a Sandwich, pour y faire choix de représentans qui le comprennent 
et le préconisent? 

L. J. PAPINEAU. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

CO. 
June 8/48 

MY DEAE ELGIN 

I recd yesterday your letter of May 18th I have little to say in reply to it 
except again to express my satisfaction at the tranquillity you have been able 
to maintain in Canada & my entire concurrence with You in thinking that 
however great this tranquillity may be we ought not to trust to it so much as 
not to have active & able Officers at the head of our Troops; if any sudden 
danger shd come upon us we may suffer heavily from the opposite system— 
But what can we do while the Duke of Wellington is Comr in Chief? In the Pro
motion Commission wh. sat in 1840 I strongly urged the expediency of estab
lishing the rule of employing by selection active Colonels & L* Colonels with 
local & temporary rank to hold Colonial commands, the rank being made 
permanent after three or four Years service when they sha be relieved, we shd 

thus have always had some good active General Officers. I was I believe how
ever the only Member of the Commission in favor of such a recommendation & 
the Duke wd not hear of it.— I shall try to bring forward the same idea again 
some day, but the Duke fancies himself & all who served with him in Spain to be 
the same men they were then 35 Years ago— 

I am very anxious to hear whether you think anything cd. be made out 
of my notion of disciplined emigration in connection with undertaking the 
Railway from Halifax to Quebec— 

(Signed) GREY 
[Endorsed] 

June 8/48 
Ld Grey to Ld Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTEEAL. May 23. 1848. 

MY DEAR GEEY, 
Nothing very remarkable has occurred during the past week. Papineau is, 

I think, sinking. His last publication has been taken up by the French Minis
terial papers as a declaration of war. And in the contest about to ensue there 
is little doubt, I think, that victory will incline to their side.— 

Under these circumstances it may be hoped that no exhibition of ill feeling 
°n the part of Canada will occur to complicate and aggravate the present crisis— 
Rashes of French and Irish sympathy there may be from time to time: but they 
will not kindle a flame. Canada is tranquil because she is satisfied with her 
institutions— and still more, because she is quite confident from her recent 
experience that there is no intention to work them unfairly—. 

There may still however I fear be some weakness in our allegiance on the 
side of self interest according to the calculations of certain classes among our 
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merchants and commercial men. The legislation of 1846 has rendered unpro
ductive many investments in mills and warehouses which were made on the 
faith of the legislation of 1843. Property in Montreal has fallen greatly in value. 
This is felt to be a great hardship— and with justice.— though the blame rests 
rather, it may be alleged, with the legislation of 1843 which gave a false direction 
to trade, than with that of 1846 which allows it to find its natural channel.— 
Nevertheless, such inconstancy of purpose on the part of an Imperial legislature 
in which the Colonists are not represented is undeniably a grievance. All that 
can be done to remedy it should be done— 

The true policy in this matter according to my judgment, is—to secure for 
Her Majesty's subjects in Canada, free access to the markets of the States and 
all the advantages with respect to reduction of freights which competition on 
the S* Lawrence & the Ocean will afford.—. This system will undoubtedly lead 
to much intercourse between the neighbouring countries & to the multiplication 
of their commercial relations. But you cannot prevent this even if you desired 
to do so. So long as you adhered to the policy of protection you raised an 
artificial barrier between them— You enabled the Canadian to point to the 
preferences which he enjoyed in the Mother Country as the price paid for the 
drawbacks real or supposed of the connexion. Now, the least you can do for 
him, after depriving him of these preferences, is to put him on as good a footing 
as his neighbour: to enable him to say when tempted, " What should I gain by 
renouncing my allegiance?" You must then trust to his affection for his own 
Institutions—to his sense of the advantage which he enjoys in being relieved 
from the expense of maintaining the Gov* at Washington—and to the 'vis 
inertiae'—to induce him to remain steady, and to resist the blandishments of 
the 'Stars & Stripes'— 

England has a very obvious interest in carrying out the policy I recommend. 
She is guarantee for the interest on the money vested in the S* Lawrence canals. 
Besides which I am very confident that if the Revenue of the Province from these 
sources encreases the Import duties will be reduced. M M Merrit the M.P.P. who 
is now at Washington pressing through congress a bill for reciprocity of trade 
between Canada and the States, is sanguine enough to believe that in a short 
time after these measures pass we shall have no custom Houses in Canada. As 
it enters into this Gentleman's calculations to reduce the Governor General's 
salary to £2000 a year I ought not I suppose to be altogether of his way of 
thinking— However the tendency will be, I doubt not, towards reduction of 
duties— Low duties in Canada and low freights on the S* Lawrence will go 
far to neutralize the attempts of the Yankees to impose high protective rates 
against British Manufactures. 

I think I can answer for it that our Immigration law, although we have 
not been able to amend it to meet y M objections, will be carried out so as not 
to be oppressive— No bonds have been exacted yet I believe on ace* of any 
passengers who have arrived. And the vessels placed in quarantine have been 
permited to land their passengers at Grosse Isle & proceed to Quebec so as to 
prevent interruption to trade. I intended to write to you officially to this effect 
by the present mail—but if I am prevented from doing so, pray accept this assur
ance en attendant— 
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May 24—Your letter of the 4 th has just reached me— I never though that 
you or y. colleagues were indifferent to the Colonies—• Indeed Lord John Russell 
has lately in his manly way made a declaration in Par* which is very reassuring 
on this head. Nevertheless there is I Am confident a growing indisposition 
among our masters the middle classes, to bear those charges which are indispen
sable to the maintenance of our Colonial Empire.— For I am not sanguine 
enough to believe that it will be possible to relieve England altogether from the 
expenditure which she incurs on this account unless a federal system be devised 
which shall give to all parts of the Empire a voice in Imperial Legislation— 
Do what you will, there is still in the acceptance of a Governor from England, 
and in the absence of all power of controlling diplomatic or military movements, 
a sense of inferiority to which Colonists (who have, as our North American 
Provincialists have, an available alternative) must be reconciled by the con
cession to them of some equivalent—At the same time I think that as the Colon
ists become better satisfied with their own Gov*, and the Yankees more convinced 
that it is idle to attempt to bully them into annexation, the charges to which 
I refer may be reduced, if the measure be effected cautiously & gradually. 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The 

Earl Grey 

[Endorsed] 

May 23/48 

La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTEEAL June 1, 1848. 

MY DEAE GEEY, 

The mail of the 13*11 May arrived here yesterday-^bringing us however very 
little intelligence from private sources. The public news is however on the 
whole good, though somewhat warlike. I am sorry too to observe that Cass 
has been nominated by the Democratic Convention as their candidate for the 
Presidency— He is the most pugnacious Gentleman in the Union. I wonder 
now complete-suffrage and universal-Peace Cobden will aec* for the fact tha t 
war breathing Cass is the choice of the Democrats of the Union, and General 
Taylor the almost inevitable nominee for the Whigs— If the flames of war 
are kindled in Europe there is no man so likely to drag America into the fire 
a s Cass. Sufficient however for the day are its own troubles. Nothing has 
occurred of any importance here since I last wrote. We are all waiting with 
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anxiety to learn what you propose to do in the matter of the navigation laws. 
Let me also remind you of the importance which attaches to the passing of a 
measure to remove the restrictions imposed by the Act of Union on the use of 
the French language 

Yours very sincerely, 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 

Reca June 22 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
C O 
June 23/48 

MY DEAR ELGIN 

I have but a moment to write to you before I go to the H. of Lords but 
I cannot let this Mail go without writing a line which may be my last from this 
Office— Nothing can be more uncertain than the Division on this W. Indian 
question & if we are beat of course we have nothing for it but to Make our 
bow & retire— 

I received your letter of the 1st Yesterday & I was glad to hear that things 
were going on well. The only point on wh. I am uneasy is that I find from 
the Treasury that the Commissariat are getting in advance of the to the [sic] 
Colonial Govnt on account of the Emigration of this Year.1 Considering how 
liberally we have paid the last Years expenses I trust that the arrangement 
wh. is made for the future that Canada sha provide for the charge herself will 
be strictly adhered to, & if this is to be the case I think it highly inexpedient 
that any money sha be advanced from the Military Chest— The Existence 
of Debts from the Colonies t M the Mother Country I always think highly 
objectionable & I sha be very glad if you ca direct the Commissariat Officers 
to perform only such services as they have in hand from the Colony the means 
of paying for— 
In these days of economy I wish you wa look into the Indian Department— 
I have a strong notion that it is one in wh. a good deal of money is spent to 
very little purpose 

signed GREY 

[Endorsed] 

June 23/48 

La Grey to La Elgin 

3-See lëlow p . ¡809. 
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[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL June 6. 1848 
MY DEAR GREY, 

I have this day recieved your letter of the 18th May. A Deputation is 
now here from Nova Scotia on the subject of the interprovincial Railway. 
Telegraph, Custom Houses, Post office &C.1 I hope that some good may come 
of their visit they complain to me however of the want of British feeling both 
here and in New Brunswick. 

We are still getting on smoothly—The Split between Papineau and La 
Fontaine becomes daily wider so that for the first time since the union the 
French Party is really divided. We shall see what will come of this— Papi
neau is so exceedingly intemperate and so utterly heedless of truth in his 
allegations that one can hardly imagine him at the head of a formidable oppo
sition— The liberal French Papers now openly accuse him of cowardice & a 
vast number of other foibles which if one had not read the story of the French 
Revolution of 1789 one wM imagine to be unfavorable to success in a popular 
leader— I have sent you most of his manifestos, not with the idea that you 
can spare time to read them for they are terribly long winded, but supposing 
that Lady Grey may perhaps cast her eye over them and point out to you 
whatever she may think worth y. notice— I send you another herewith pub
lished in an extra of one of the French ministerial papers— You will percieve 
from the heading on what terms the two parties now stand towards each other. 
—. This document professes to be a reply to a speech made by D r Nelson, the 
conqueror of Gen Gore at S* Denis, a really fine brave fellow, who fought like 
a man when he was in arms against the Gov*, and who is equally disgusted by 
Papineau's cowardice during the struggle & by his attempt to agitate now 
that all that could fairly be asked for has been conceded. 

I am glad to see y w bold measure on the Navigation Laws. You have no 
other course now open to you if you intend to keep y M colonies— You cannot 
halt between two opinions. Free trade in all things or general Protection. 
There was something captivating in the project of forming all the parts of this 
vast British Empire into one huge Zollverein with free interchange of com
modities between its members, and uniform duties against the World without. 
Though perhaps without some federal legislation it might have been impossible 
to carry it out— Undoubtedly under such a system the component parts of 
the Empire would have been united by bonds which cannot be supplied under 
that on which we are now entering. 

Though it may be fairly urged on the other side that the variety of con
flicting interests which would under this arrangement have been brought into 
presence would have led to collisions which we may now hope to escape. 
But as it is the die is cast. As regards these colonies you must allow them to 
turn to the best possible account their contiguity to the States that they may 
not have cause for dissatisfaction when they contrast their own condition with 
that of their neighbours—That the effect of this will be to mutiply busi
ness connexions between the countries is certain— If the worst comes tt0] 

See ielow p . 18S and note S. 
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the worst however and this friendly intercourse ends in annexation it may be 
hoped that it will be a peaceful one. Tending to promote good feeling between 
Great Britain and America rather than irritation. 

At the present moment there is I believe no political dissatisfaction in 
Canada.— I do not think that Papineau will be able to do much even with the 
most empty headed of his compatriots— The only real discontent existing is 
to be found among the commercial classes. You will observe in one of my 
last despatches that the Board of Trade of Montreal got a pretty good rap 
over the Knuckles from Sullivan for insinuating Treason.1 I t has been well 
taken and I do not think they will repeat the experiment at present. 

Yrs most sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The EARL GREY 

I find that Papineau's manifesto to wh I refer has been sent in the Bag 
to the Col Office. 

I thank you for the offer for M w Daly I shall be able to write to you 
on the subject next week 

[Endorsed] 
June 6/48 
Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL. June. 15—1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

We have recieved the mail of the 27th Ult—which brought us almost nothing 
from England— And we have heard by telegraph of the arrival of the America 
at Boston with letters of the 3 a after the unprecedented passage of ten days and 
a few hours.—. 

A rumor has reached us that the House of Lords may perhaps throw out 
the navigation measure.2 This would be a most untoward act— almost fatal, 

1 See 'below p. ZZO, note 2. 
2 In a despatch on this subject Lord Elgin stated that " a very painful feeling" had arisen as 

the result of a report that the repeal of the navigation laws might be lost in Parliament. Speaking 
on behalf of the ^ Canadians, he said:—"The Canadian l 'armer is a suppliant a t present to 
the Imperial Legislature, not for favor but Justice. And strong_ as is his affection for the 
Mother Country and her institutions, he cannot reconcile i t to ¡his sense of right, tha t after 
being deprived of all protection, for his produce in her Markets, he shall be subjected to a 
hostile discriminating duty in the guise of a law for the protection of navigation." 

Lord Elgin then pointed to the possible results oí the perpetuation of the navigation 
laws. This he felt would cause the Canadians to desist from the use of the St. Lawrence, 
and to find a market through New York and Portland, from which points produce could 
be shipped to England in either American or British ships. On the other hand, if the 
navigation laws^ were repealed, there was every possibility that not only would the British 
ship-owner retain the Canadian trade but that the trade of the Western States would find 
an outlet through the St. Lawrence. "Of this vast & increasing trade, i t is hardly possible to 
doubt that British Shipping, with the aid of long established commercial connexion, will 
engross a considerable share." 

On grounds of both reason and policy, Lord Elgin urged that these laws should be 
promptly repealed. {Elgin to Grey, 15 June, 1848, Mo. 81, Copy, Q. HS1, p. 240.) 

On the same day, Lord Elgin transmitted to Lord Grey, an address to the Queen and 
toth Bouses of Parliament, which had been adopted a t a public meeting on 13 June. {laid, 
o. 842.) 
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I fear, in so far as this Colony is concerned. I intended to have expressed my 
feelings in full in this letter— but, it occurred to me, that perhaps if I vented 
my wrath in an official shape it might be more useful. I have accordingly done 
so and written a despatch which you can make what use of you please, 

I trust that the next Bag from Downing Street will inform me what you 
intend to do in order to repeal the restrictions on the use of the French Language 
imposed by the Union Act. I am very anxious on this point. La Fontaine is 
constantly speaking to me about it—I believe these provisions to be most 
impolitic—• & calculated to produce the very opposite effects from those intended. 
Their repeal has been applied for in an address, I believe, unanimously voted, 
by the local legislature and promised by the Secretary of State. Why should 
it be delayed?1 

It is said that you are going to do something on a great scale for the encour
agement of Emigration. Do not overlook Canada if that is the case. For, 
although, it is difficult to reconcile the facts & feelings of Canada and its inha'bi-

* tants with Wakefield theories concerning the settlement of land; there is a good 
disposition on the part of my Gov* towards this work. A very interesting cor
respondence has taken place on this subject lately between the Catholic Bsp 

of Montreal and M r Sullivan.2 I shall probably send you a copy of it by the 
next mail. 

Climate & contiguity point out Canada as the most natural resort for the 
surplus population of England & Ireland, and I am convinced that filling up the 
back settlements of the Province with resident agriculturalists furnishes the only 
possible chance of preventing Canada from becoming a State of the Union. 

We have had some members of Sir John Harvey's council here—• The visit 
has done good. The two Executives were mutually pleased with each other and 
settled some points of intercolonial policy satisfactorily and in a way which is 
likely to lead to encreased intercourse between the Provinces3—• 

Papineau's candidate for Quebec has been defeated. The ministerial sup
porter returned— He has also paid a visit to his County where a good deal 
of dissatisfaction was expressed at his late conduct. For the present, I think, it 
may be said that his attempt to agitate has failed. This result is due to the 
influence of La Fontaine Looking to the circumstances of the time it is a 
most important matter. 

1 The answer to this question was given in Lord G-rey's despatch of 27 May, 1848 (see 
aioi-e p. 165 & note 1) in which he said, that as the subject had not been specifically mentioned 
at the time when the Civil List Bill was before Parliament . . . " I was induced to hope 
that a further experience of the existing Law might have led to the conclusion that i t 
might be allowed to continue unaltered without any serious inconvenience; and as I cannot 
disguise from your Lordship that i t is not entirely without reluctance that Her Majesty's 
present Advisers will propose the desired alteration in the E,e-TTnion Act, I willingly 
availed myself of the silence of your Lordship and of the Provincial Legislature, to omit 
doin*r so when the amendment of the Act with respect to the Civil List was brought before 
Parliament." (Grey to Elgin, ATo. Sit, G-. 181, p. 198). 

2 See below Appendix VII. 
3 This visit was viewed with much interest by the people of Canada. Under the head 

"Humors," the Quebec Gazette of 10 June, 1848, published the following report:— 
" I t is reported in town,—and the rumour is of extreme importance,—that the result of the 

interview with His Excellency by the HonbJs. G-. K. Young and M. Tobin, has resulted as 
follows:— that reciprocal free trade between Nova-Scotia and Canada, (based_ upon the 
resolutions passed in the legislature of the first named province) has been ¡concurred in; that an 
understanding has been mutually arrived at with respect to the Monstert Railway—from 
Quebec to Halifax—which ensures the immediate eommeDcement of the work. Our informant 
states that the preliminary operations will be entered upon this summer, commencing from 
Halifax; and further that the talked of grant in aid of the Montreal and Portland Eailway 
will be withheld, and devoted to the construction of that portion of the connecting line 
between Quebec and Montreal which is to extend from Por t Levi to Melbourne." 
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Indeed I think I may say that at this hour when so many thrones are 
tottering & the allegiance of so many people is waxing faint, there is less 
political disaffection in Canada than there ever was before. At least than 
there has been for many years past— Of course if you put the mercantile and 
producing classes on a much worse footing than their neighbours of the Union 
you will beget a desire for seperation—but this desire will have its root in 
commercial not in political motives— 

I mentioned to MM Daly the offer which you authorized me to make to 
him.1 He looked very blank at the idea of going to the West Indies—• but as 
he is going to England immediately I said that I wa request you to allow him 
to present himself to you or Mr Hawes before filling the office up. 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 

June 15/48 

La Elgin 

Reca July 6 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
CO 

June 30/48 
MY DEAR ELGIN 

The division is over & our small majority averts I think all chance of our 
going out for this Session, wh. if it were not for the extreme danger of a change 
in the present state of Europe I sha sincerely regret. The shock we have had 
has however made us think of all the different matters wh. ought to be settled 
before we retire, & amongst these is your British Peerage; we wa have had this 
actually granted before we went out if we had been beat had it not been that 
we do not know what title you wa like to take, & therefore as the best thing to 
be done La John spoke to the Queen who quite approved of it being mentioned 
to our Successors whoever they might have been as a thing settled tho' not 
completed — I have no doubt that this arragnement w3 have secured it to you 
in spite of our retirement, but at the same time it is Quite as well not to leave 
such matters in the power of a new Ministry trusting to their fairness, more 
especially as we are told George Bentinck (!!!) might be one of them, in 
case therefore of another sudden crisis I sha be glad to know what title you wa 

wish to take in order that your patent may be actually sealed before we retire. 
We do not propose that this sha be done while things go on as they are, because 
a British Peerage w3 be of no use to you in Canada & giving it to you wa only 
stimulate the eagerness of other claimants wh. is very unnecessary, but it is 

1 See above p . 148. 
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clearly understood it will be done before we go out so furnish me with the 
necessary information. I advise your being Baron Elgin in the Peerage of 
England, as I think it so much better that as a member of the H. of Lords you 
sha have the same title as that by wh. you are usually known. La John desires 
me to say that he meant to have written to you but has not time owing to the 
late night in the H. of Commons last night — 

I have only time myself to add that nothing can be more satisfactory than 
the way in wh. you are getting on in Canada— 

(Signed) GREY 

[Endorsed] 

June 30/48 

La Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
CO. 

July 7/48 
MY DEAR ELGIN 

I reca yesterday your letter of the 15th of June. Your public Despatches 
by this Mail on the Navigation Laws1 arrived just in good time. I am very 
glad you have said to me what you have officially as it will be very useful to 
lay these Despatches' before Parti* wh. I shall do forthwith. My own opinion 
is that the H. of Lords will pass the alteration of the Navigation Laws, but it 
is right that you sha know (tho' we still keep the secret from the public) that 
we begin to think the game of delay played by the opposition must succeed 
& that we shall be compelled to put the measure off for this Session. We shall 
be most reluctant to take this course but I do not see how it can be helped. 
Here we are in July with the prospect of Several more days being taken up by 
the measures respecting rum & sugar wh. we must go on with first, then will 
come the " encumbered Estates " & " Landlord & Tenant " bills for Ireland 
both of wh. are of pressing necessity, & these with the estimates will carry us 
I fear very near the end of August so that it w3 be the end of Septr before we 
ea pass the Navigation Laws repeal— If we do postpone this measure it will 
be with the view of making it the very first of next Session when I trust there 
wa be no doubt of its passing before the Navigation of the S* Lawrence opens. 
I hope you will be able to reconcile the Canadians to this delay wh. I admit 
to be very hard upon them— 
Do you observe that Peel in his speech strongly advised our paying our Colonial 
Governors from the British Treasury, it so happens that only a few days before I 
had given evidence to the same effect before the Comnr96 on Miscellaneous 
Estimates, it being as you know an old & favorite idea of mine, & the notion 
is I think beginning to gain favor with the public, but in the present state of 
feeling in favor of eeonomy this most useful reform can only be accomplished 

^-See above p . 182. 
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if it can be coupled with a reduction of Colonial charges in other directions — 
In N. America the only charge of any moment upon this Country is that of 
the Military defence of our dominions there, an expense wh. I am sure admits 
of large reduction if we can but carry the Colony with us. They certainly 
ought to bear a part of the charges for their own protection now that they are 
allowed such complete self Gov11*, at the same time I admit the full force of the 
arguments you have used in some of your letters, that it w4 be very impolitic 
t[0] teach the Colonists that they escape no burthens by belonging to us, & 
that as the necessity for their maintaining considerable garrisons in a great 
measure arises from their not belonging to the U. States it is only just that we 
sha pay this expense for them— But granting this I still believe that the 
Military defence of our N. American Provinces might be provided for at a much 
lower cost & at the same time far more effectually than at present, & also that 
by allowing the Colonists to take a greater share in what is done, & to find 
more employment for their young men in the Army, they might be induced to 
contribute towards the payment of this reduced charge. Upon this subject I 
enclose two valuable papers wh. you wfl greatly oblige me by reading & telling 
me your opinion of the suggestions they contain— The one is by Captn Elliot, 
the Gov1 of Bermuda, from whom on many points of detail I differ but whose 
general principle I regard as decidedly right— The other is by Col. Tulloch1 

& is founded upon views wh. I have often discussed with him & wh. were meant 
to have been practically tried by the formation of the Canadian Rifle Reg* 
9 Years ago, but I went out of Office while the measure was still under con
sideration, & when Macaulay succeeded me in the War Office he was induced 
by the Horse Guards to consent to changes wh. entirely its [S,C] whole character.— 
I am persuaded the principle of this suggestion is right, but as the paper has 
been written more with reference to Australia than N. America the mode of 
acting upon it wd require to be considerably varied—for instance the Expense 
of conveying the pioneers to the Colony ca not in the case of N. America be 
fairly charged upon colonial funds.— Another part of our Colonial Military 
expenditure wh. I think ought to be mainly provided for by the Colonies is the 
construction & Maintenance of fortifications & Barracks— 

There is nothing wh. is now managed in a manner So unsatisfactory & leading I 
am persuaded t t0] so Much extravagance as this part of our service partly from 
the constitution of the Board of Ordnance, but more from the utter impossi
bility of such business being managed efficiently & economically from a distance. 
In Australia I am refusing to undertake any works unless the Colonies will pay 
for them, & in N. America it wd I am persuaded be an immense advantage if 
the Ordnance ca make over their property to the Provincial Govmts the latter 
undertaking to provide in future Barracks for the Troops & to make all necessary 
fortifications — 

Pray think of all these matters & let me know what conclusion you come to. 
1 This paper is not in the collection. For Sullivan's Memorandum upon it, see below, 

Appendix XIII. 
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I have written at such length on these topics that I have no time for any 
others — 

[&c] 

(Signed) GREY 
Earl of Elgin & Kincardine K[T] 
[Endorsed] 
July 7/48 
Lord Grey to La Elgin 

[Enclosure] 

Memorandum by Captain Elliot respecting the Military occupation of the 
Colonies with notes by Lord Dundonald dated June 1/481— 

Received — 

June 1* 1848. 

I have served upwards of 30 Years abroad, and the 
conviction has long been strengthening in my mind 
that the system of a reserved force (in a great degree 
self sustainable) for the military occupation of the 
Colonies, might be generally adopted with advantage 
to those possessions, and much economy and other 
benefit to the mother Country. The chief point would 
be to form these Military settlements of people suited 
to the circumstances and climates of the different 
regions, so that they might be useful in the cultiva
tion of the land and otherwise answer the purposes of 
such a scheme. I believe that a Colonial Army and 
Navy (to be located and paid by the Imperial Treas
ury) consisting of at least 30.000 Men, should be 
formed for the service of Her Majesty's Possessions 
in the Western parts of the world, to be officered en
tirely by persons belonging to colonial families, prop
erly trained for the respective arms in Military Col
leges, or Naval instruction ships established at suit
able points. 

This description of force for the service of the 
Canadas should, in my mind, be composed chiefly of 
English and Scotch youth brought up to agriculture 
and setting out in life with young families, rather than 
of old soldiers, who do not generally make steady or 
thriving Settlers. The stations for the reserves of 
regular Troops for the North American Colonies 

Note 

Those personally acquain
ted with Colonial affairs 
can have no doubt of the 
fact. 

Note. 

The employment of Col
onial officers would prove 
most satisfactory to the 
Colonies and useful to the 
mother Country. 

1 In vol. vi, Elgin-Grey, Miscellaneous. 
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[Enclosure] 

Note 

*Who hate the North 
Americans on account of 
their infamous treatment of 
the Negroes generally, but 
especially by reason of the 
seizure and imprisonment of 
the free Negroes, subjects 
of Great Britain, who are 
dragged from under the 
British Flag to Prison, for 
no other reason than their 
color; an indignity to the 
Country under whose Flag 
they navigate, which, as-

should, I think, be Halifax and Bermuda ; and a Naval 
instruction Ship for the training of Officers, Men, 
and boys for the Colonial Navy should also be move
able between those two places, remaining at the first 
point during the summer months, and at Bermuda 
during the winter. 

With the easy means of concentration afforded 
by Steam, I should say that 3.500 regular Troops 
posted at Bermuda and Halifax, and an army of 
15.000 of the reserved force spread over the rest of 
the North American Colonies, \ or £, or more or less, 
according to the exigencies of the Service, to take 
their tour of duty, on pay and rations, would be ample 
for a peace Establishment, and a very formidable 
and trustworthy array in a War of frontier defence. 

The Steam Royal Mail Service from the Ocean 
termini (which I would recommend should be Halifax 
for North America, and Bermuda for the Gulf of 
Mexico and the West Indies) should, in my judgment, 
be performed entirely in Steam Vessels of a suitable 
size belonging to Her Majesty, and worked by the 
Colonial Navy. Suitably proportioned in point of 
size of Vessel, consumption of Fuel, and extent of 
personnel, to the service to be performed, these would 
soon become, to a considerable extent, self-subsistent, 
from the profits accruing from postage, freight, and 
passengers. 

As for the West Indies I would not have one 
single regular European Soldier in peace time below 
the elevation of 3.000 feet in the Jamaica Mountains. 
With the Colonial Steam Navy that I contemplate 
I am sure that 3 or at the outside 4 Gorps of regular 
Infantry, and one full Battalion of Royal Artillery, 
would be an abundant peace Establishment for the 
whole West Indies. The reserved force in that part 
of the world should be composed as much as pos
sible of coloured people,* not only because of their 
fitness for the climate but because there are plenty 
of good reasons for training the respectable portion 
of those races to the use of arms, and still further 
cementing their attachment to the British connexion 
by this kind of honorable and advantageous associa
tion with Her Majesty's Service. 

Long and faithful Services in the Colonial Army 
and Navy should, I think, be rewarded by endow
ments of land and dwellings instead of by money, 
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suredly requires only to be 
made known to Her Ma
jesty's Government in order 
to be remonstrated against 
in terms that would prevent 
its recurrence. 
Note 

Sam Slick gives excellent 
advice on Colonial Sub
jects. 

Good. 

Note 
The Colonial service 

ought to be deemed regu
lar from the beginning. 

Note 
undoubtedly true 

Note 
undoubtedly true. 

Note. 
A kind of visiting round 

would be all that could be 
required. 

Note. 
The disbursements ought 

to be by the regular Com
missariat 

Note, 
highly important 

Note 
undoubtedly true 

Note 
Obvious 

Note 
quite clear. 

[Enclosure] 
so as to stimulate higher agricultural skill, and the 
improvement of property; and that principle should 
obtain, both for Officers and Men 

I would also recommend that Commissions for 
entrance into these forces should only be granted, 
after fair examination, to the most competent candi
dates, and that further preferment should, in like 
manner, depend on the same rule of proficiency, on 
fair examination, except in cases of meritorious Ser
vice, by Her Majesty's special pleasure. In case of a 
war the Officers and Men of the Colonial Army and 
Navy might be allowed to volunteer for Her Majesty's 
regular Services, entering with the rank they held in 
the Colonial. It seems plain to me that this system 
would not only be attended with the saving of thou
sands of lives, and consequences of the happiest de
scription on the good will and affections of the Col
onists towards the mother Country, but with vast 
retrenchment of the enormous expenditure for lodg
ing, maintenance, and transport of Troops, and with 
considerable reduction of the Naval, strength on the 
Colonial Stations. I need scarcely observe that I 
suppose the chief command, and the chief divisional 
Commands, would always be confided to Officers in 
Her Majesty's regular Services, and it would also be 
material that all the officers for the supply and dis
bursement of the Force shall belong to the regular 
Commissariat. 

It will be observed that the principles of this 
Scheme are—First, to keep the regular forces, both 
land and Sea, much more concentrated than they are 
at present. In that way we should be more ready at 
the commencement of a war for vigorous aggressive 
hostilities from secure and eligible points; and I 
know it to be the opinion of very competent judges, 
that in future warfare, with our commercial flag fly
ing over the whole face of the Seas, our best defence 
is a swift and heavy blow in the Ports of the enemy. 
Second, to leave the occupation of the Colonies in 
peace time almost entirely to a self subsistent force, 
useful in their cultivation and having their own in
terests and prospects staked in their determined de
fence, in War. 

If the Colonies cannot be held by the affections 
of the people in peace, and mainly by their loyalty 
and courage in War, they are for the most part not 
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¡vorth holding at all. I t is in the highest degree dan
gerous that the regular Sea and land forces should be 
scattered in driblets over the whole Earth, thus ren
dering us vulnerable every where. The capture of a 
worthless rock or Island in the occupation of a de
voted handful of gallant troops would be a blow to 
the Empire which ought not to be risked, except as 
an unavoidable part of some general plan of hostili
ties in case of a war. Another consideration of great 
force working against the present System of occupy
ing the Colonies is the exposed condition of large 
masses of Troops constantly on the Seas, in the relief 
and reinforcement of outlying Stations. 

CE — 

MONTREAL June 21. 1848 

My letter will be short as I have nothing very particular to communicate 
and am a little pressed for time having determined to take advantage of Mary's 
absence in the Country whither she is gone for change of air, and consequent 
ignorance of my movements to run down to Grosse Isle and see with my own 
eyes what is going on at the Quarantine Station1— As we have weekly mails 
any thing that I wished to say may be deferred till the next— 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 

Reca July 10 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL June 29. 1848. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

Two circumstances have occurred during the past week which have given 
me satisfaction, and might, if there were room for hope respecting the future 
of Canada, tend to inspire it.—. 

The first relates to a matter on which I have already touched in my cor
respondence with you. You will perhaps recollect that some weeks ago I men
tioned that the Catholic Bishop and Priests of this Diocese had organized 

[Enclosure] 

Note 
unaccountably overlooked 

Note 
most expensive. 

Dundonald 

[Original MS] 

Private 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

1 For Lord Elgin's description oí this station, see "below, Appendix VIII. 
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an association for colonization purposes, their object being to prevent the sheep 
of their pasture, (who now, strange as it may appear, emigrate annually in 
thousands to the States, where they become hewers of wood and drawers of 
water to the Yankees and bad Catholics into the bargain) from quitting their 
fold. Papineau pounced upon this association as a means of making himself of 
importance in the eyes of his countrymen and of gratifying his ruling passion 
by abusing England. Accordingly at a great meeting convened at Montreal 
he held forth for three hours to the multitude (the Bishop in the chair) ascribing 
this and all other French Canadian ills, real or supposed, to the selfish Policy 
of Great Britain and her persevering efforts to deprive them of their nationality 
and every other blessing.—• In process of time the association, who had made 
this rather questionable start, waited on me with a memorial requesting the 
co operation of Gov* M. Papineau being one of the deputation who attended on 
the occasion. 

In dealing with them, I had one of two courses to choose from— I had 
nothing for it, situated as I was, but either, on the one hand, to give the pro
moters of the scheme a cold shoulder—point out its objectionable features—& 
dwell upon difficulties of execution,—in which case, (use what tact I might) — 
I should have dismissed the Bishop and his friends discontented, and given 
M r P. an opportunity of asserting that I had lent a quasi sanction to his 
calumnies.—or, on the other, to identify myself with the movement, put myself, 
in so far as might be, at its head, impart to it as salutary a direction as possible, 
and thus wrest from M w Papineau's hands a potent instrument of agitation—. 

I was tempted, I confess, to prefer the latter of these courses, not only by 
reason of its manifest expediency as bearing upon present political contests, 
but also because I sympathise to a considerable extent with the views of the 
promoters of the movement. No one object in my opinion is so important, 
whether you seek to retain Canada as a Colony, or to fit her for indépendance 
and make her instinct with national life & vigor, (a result by no means less 
desirable than the former in so far as the interests of Great Britain are con
cerned) as the filling up of her vacant lands with a resident agricultural popu
lation. More especially is it of moment that the inhabitants of French origin 
should feel that every facility for settling on the land of their Fathers is given 
them with the cordial assent and concurrence of the British Gov* and its Repre
sentative.—and that in the plans of settlement adopted their feelings and habits 
are consulted. The sentiment of French Canadian nationality which Papineau 
endeavors to pervert to purposes of faction, may yet perhaps if properly improved 
furnish the best remaining security against annexation to the States. Was it, 
think you, love for England or hatred for those sacrés Bostonais which stirred 
the French Canadian mind in the Revolutionary war and again in 1812? 

Nor does it matter when you are dealing with Frenchmen how near the 
Yankee line you locate them. An English man, Scotchman or Irishman when 
he is outwitted by his Yankee neighbour may be tempted to admire his superior 
sagacity, and to curse the Gov* and constitution of Great Britain for the con
sequences of his own stupidity or apathy. But it is not so with the Habitans. 
Contact with those precious specimens of Anglo Saxondom, who are ignorant 
of his language, despise his intellect, ridicule his customs, and swindle him 
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in every transaction in which he is engaged with them, is by no means provoca
tive of affection in his breast. 

The moral is— Fill up the Frontier country with French— and the lands 
to the rear with British, who may retain their love of home and its institutions 
at a distance from American influences. 

But if this is to be done to any purpose it must be done quickly—f or alas ! 
there is little time—perhaps indeed it is already too late!— 

I could not with these views afford to lose the opportunity of promoting 
this object which was presented by a spontaneous movement of the people headed 
by the Priesthood the most powerful influence in Lower Canada. 

The official correspondence which has passed on this subject I hope to 
send you by the next mail and I need not trouble you with the detail of pro
ceedings on my own part which though small in themselves were not without 
their effect.1 Suffice it for the present to observe that Papineau has retired to 
solitude and reflexion at his seigneurie La Petite Nation— and that the Pastoral 
letter of which I enclose a copy has been read from the Prone in every Catholic 
church in the Diocese of Montreal— To those who know what have been the 
real sentiments of the French population towards England for some years past; 
the tone of this document— its undisguised preference for peaceful over quarrel
some courses— the desire which it manifests to place the Representative of 
British rule forward as the patron of a work dear to French Canadian hearts, 
speaks volumes. 

The other matter to which I referred at the commencement of this letter is 
a smaller one but it is nevertheless significant. When M w Taché, on the change 
of administration, was raised to the Executive Council, he vacated the office 
of Deputy Adjutant General for Lower Canada. After some delay a D r 

Laterriere was recommended to me for the place who had no particular qualifica
tion for it that I know of excepting that of being a liberal member for Lower 
Canada,— However I made no objection and his app* took place, but when he 
found that he would not be allowed to sit in Par* he rued his acceptance of office 
and resigned. To my satisfaction and, I confess, not a little to my surprise, my 
administration then proposed to me to fill the vacancy by the app* of Col. 
De Salaberry— Now this Col. De Salaberry is the Son of the officer who fought 
so gallantly at Chateauguay in the American War. Three of his Uncles fell in 
Arms in the British Service, and his family, which is one of the distinguished 
seigneurial families of Canada, is the very type of French Canadian Loyalty. 
He himself though not a man of much energy has been in recent struggles a 
decided opponent of the radical Party. I hail this Recommendation as the 
indication of a very improved feeling on La Fontaines part— 

Very sincerely yours 

The ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
June 29/48 

Lord Elgin 
1 A long letter from the Provincial Secretary to the Bishop of Montreal was published in 

three successive issues of the Quebec Gazette. See ielow, Appendix VII. 
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LETTRE PASTORALE 

D E MONSEIGNEUR L'EVÊQUE DE MONTRÉAL 

POUR ENCOURAGER L'ASSOCIATION DES ÉTABLISSEMENTS CANADIENS 
D E S T O W N S H I P S . 

IGNACE BOURGET, par la miséricorde de Dieu et la grâce du Saint Siège 
Apostolique, Evêque de Montréal, etc, etc, etc. 

• Au clergé séculier et régulier, aux communautés religieuses et à tous les 
fidèles de Notre Diocèse, salut et bénédiction en Notre Seigneur Jesus-Christ. 

L'objet de la lettre que nous vous adressons aujourd'hui Nos Très Chers 
Frères est de vous recommander une association, qui vient de se former, pour 
encourager l'établissement des Canadiens dans les townships. Les réglemens et 
lettre circulaires qui accompagnent la présente, vous feront suffisamment con
naître la fin qu'elle se propose, et les moyens qu'elle adopte pour arriver à un 
but si désirable. 

Vous y verrez que cette société vous offre le double avantage de pouvoir 
vous établir à des conditions tarés avantageuses sur de bonnes terres et de vous 
procurer en même temps les secours de la religion. Son intention principale est 
même d'appliquer à la bâtisse des églises, presbytères et maisons d'école et au 
soutient des missionnaires les fonds qui seront mis à sa disposition; car elle est 
bien convaincue qu'il faut [à] nos bons Canadiens des églises et des prêtres; et 
que pour eux le plus doux bonheur est de voir le clocher de la paroisse et 
d'entendre le son harmonieux de la cloche qui appelle aux saints offices. 

Le moyen qui a été jugé le plus efficace pour opérer un si grand bien est le 
même que celui, usiter dans l'association de la Propagation de la Foi; parceque 
d'abord vous êtes y accoutumés et qu'ensuite il est facile et à la portée des pau
vres comme des riches. Les deux associations vont, comme vous le voyez, N. T. 
C. F., marcher dans la même route, parceque au fond elles doivent avoir le 
même résultat. Elles iront se donner la main et s'embrasser avec amour parce-
qu'elles sont sœurs et filles de la divine charité, qui d'une main portera secours 
aux domestiques de la Foi, et l'autre répandra ses trésors dans les pays infidèles 
pour convertir à la religion et civiliser les pauvres sauvages. 

Sous ce rapport, l'association des établissemens Canadiens des townships est 
une œuvre de foi, quoique sans [slC] un autre elle doit-être considérée comme une 
affaire temporelle, puisqu'il s'agit de procurer des terres à nos compatriotes. 
Quoiqu'il en soit, elle ne saura sous l'un et l'autre rapport être étrangère à la 
religion; car tous les jours Nous demandons a notre père céleste notre pain 
quotidien, et c'est N. T. C. F. lui-même qui nous a enseigné à prier ainsi; et 
c'est la religion qui nous met à la bouche cette divine prière dès que Nous sommes 
capables de béayer tslC] quelques mots, rien donc de surprenant si, aujourd'hui, 
Nous faisons entendre la voix de la religion dans toutes les chairs [BiC] de ce 
diocèse pour vous exhorter, N. T. C. F., à encourager cette œuvre naissante en 
vous y associant avec zèle et en grand nombre. Nous le faisons d'autant plus 
volontiers que Nous regardons l'association qui entreprend de vous établir sur 
votre sol natal comme une récompense de votre charité. 
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Vous n'avez pas oublié que le neuf mars dernier, Nous vous recommandâ
mes deux cent vingt neuf enfans qui étaient devenus orphelins à la suite de 
l'affreuse maladie qui avait enlevé leurs infortunés parens pendant la dernière 
émigration irlandaise. 

Vous avez répondu à notre appel avec un empressement qui a même surpassé 
Notre attente, quoiqu'une expérience journalière Nous eût appris à apprécier à 
leur juste valeur vos œuvres de charité. Pour s'en convaincre, il suffit de remar
quer qu'en peu de temps plus deux de [Bl0] cent cinquante orphelins et orphelines 
se sont trouvés avantageusement placés; car la bonne nouvelle de votre charité 
a fait découvrir de nouvelles victimes du fléau dévastateur. C'était une troupe 
de jeunes filles, laissées seules sur un rivage étranger et exposées aux éminens 
dangers parce qu'elles n'avaient plus ni pères ni mères pour veiller sur leur inno
cence à un âge où l'on est sans expérience de la corruption qui règne dans le 
monde. 

Vous les avez donc, aussi elles, puissamment secourues. Dieu va vous le 
rendre au centuple, n'en doutez pas, N. T. C. F., en vous donnant dans l'asso
ciation que Nous vous recommandons, un moyen efficace de conserver la foi et 
l'innocence de vos enfans en les fixant près de vous, et en leur donnant des 
pasteurs vigilans qui en prendront un soin paternel. C'était vraiment la foi 
qui dirigeait vos pas vers l'humble asile de saint Jérôme, et qui vous faisait 
découvrir, sous les haillons qui couvraient de pauvres enfans étrangers, la per
sonne sacré de Jésus-Christ. Alors vous avez prouvé par les œuvres que vous 
compreniez éminemment la vérité de cette divine parole: "J'étais étranger et 
" vous m'avez recueilli." Car dans le choix que l'on vous a vu faire de ces 
orphelins on a été plus d'une fois saisi d'étonnement en entendant proférer ces 
mots sublimes: "Nous choisissons tels ou tels orphelins, précisément parcequ'ils 
" sont infirmes et malades ; parcequ'ils sont affligés de la vue ou tombant du 
" haut mal. Avec de pareilles infirmités ces pauvres enfans seraint exposés a 
" avoir beaucoup de misères. Oh ! Nous les prenons pour nous et nous en aurons 
" soin parcequ'ils sont pour nous d'autres Jésus-Christ! " Assurément Jésus-
Christ que vous avez recueilli et soigné alors qu'il était étranger et malade, va 
vous récompenser en préservant vos enfants si bons et si respectueux des mal
heurs qu'ils auraient à courir s'il leur fallait émigrer en pays étranger. 

Pressés par la charité de Jésus-Christ vous avez, N. T. C. F., adopté les 
pauvres enfants de l'Irlande; vous leur avez ouvert le sein de vos familles, vous 
leur avez donné place dans vos maisons; vous les faites asseoir à votre table; 
vous partagez avec eux le pain quotidien, que vous donne le père céleste; vous 
leur destinez une part à l'héritage de vos pères; vous les faites même participer 
aux bienfaits de la riche éducation que reçoivent dans nos collèges et nos com
munautés les enfants de famille, enfin vous en faites vos enfants; cela dit tout. 
Mais pouvait-on porter plus loin la tendresse et l'amour! pouvait-on prouver 
plus eloquemment que notre terre est une terre hospitalière, et que quand il est 
question de secourir des infortunés l'on ne sait ce que c'est que la distinction des 
origines. Car vous n'entendiez point le langage de ces petits malheureux que 
vous aviez adoptés; toute fois, vos entrailles se sont dilatées pour les recevoir, 
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les réchauffer et les aimer. Or, voilà qu'en récompense, le père des miséricordes 
fait lever sur notre chère patrie un nouveau jour, une association bienveillante 
vous l'annonce et en est comme l'aurore. 

Lorsque, ne formant qu'un cœur et qu'une âme, nous entreprîmes cette 
bonne œuvre, notre intention fut, comme vous vous le rappelez bien, N. T. C. F., 
de chercher avant tout le royaume des cieux, selon le commandement que nous 
en fait Notre Seigneur Jesus-Christ. Néanmoins nous avions foi à cette parole, 
sortie de sa bouche : " et tout le reste vous sera donné par surcroit." Plein de 
confiance dans son infaillible promesse, Nous lui demandâmes humblement 
trois grâces publiques dont Nous avions grand besoin; savoir, lo "de conserver 
avec soin, par notre bonne conduite, l'héritage de nos pères; 2o d'apprendre à 
cultiver avec intelligence cette terre si fertile que nous a léguée le père de la 
grande famille, pour la part de notre héritage; 3o enfin de trouver moyen 
d'exercer notre industrie et de gagner notre vie dans le sein de notre patrie sans 
être dans la dure nécessité d'aller chercher fortune en pays étrangers. 

Tel était, N. T. C. F., le vœu que nos cœurs formaient, il y a à peine deux 
mois. Ce vœu est incontinent arrivé au ciel, parce qu'il était porté sur les 
ailes de la charité! Il s'est élevé rapidement jusqu'au trône du père des misé
ricordes, parce qu'il était soutenu de la vertu puissante du sacrifice. I l a réjoui 
le cœur de notre Dieu, parce qu'il était accompagné d'un holocauste et d'un 
encens d'agréable odeur: car il ne faut pas en douter, toutes les portes de la 
divine miséricorde sont ouvertes à ceux qui ont pitié de la veuve et de l'orphe
lin. 

Oui, N. T. C. F., pendant que vos mains bienfaisantes recueillaient ici bas 
l'enfant pauvre, sans père, ni patrie, le père des pauvres qui règne là haut 
ouvrait ses mains pleines de bénédictions pour vous donner largement le sur
croit évangélique, promis à tous ceux qui cherchent avant tout le royaume des 
cieux. Car ce fut alors, si vous y faites bien attention, que descendit du ciel 
une de ces bénignes inspirations, que Dieu donne à la terre, quand il veut lui 
faire miséricorde; et ce fut cette pensée qui fut comme le germe de la nouvelle 
association dont l'objet est de vous rendre au centuple ce que vous avez fait 
pour de pauvres étrangers ; car donner aux pauvres, c'est prêter à Dieu qui rend 
toujours avec de gros et riches intérêts. A la vérité, cette association n'est 
encore, comme toutes les bonnes œuvres qui commencent, qu'un grain de sénevé. 
Mais bientôt, elle sera, nous l'espérons, un grand arbre qui couvrira de son 
ombre rafraichissante, des milliers de cultivateurs infatigables, et qui portera 
sur ses branches et nourrira de ses fruits délicieux les vrais amis de leur pays. 

Considérons, N. T. C. F., par quelles voies admirables le père céleste veut 
vous récompenser au centuple, et vous assurer le surcroît évangélique. Vous 
avez adopté quelques centaines d'enfants étrangers et partagé avec eux la dou
ceur de votre patrie. En récompense la divine providence suscite une associa
tion dont l'unique but est de procurer à des milliers d'enfants de la patrie les 
moyens de se fixer sur le sol natal. Cette société négocie avec le gouvernement 
et la compagnie des terres, ainsi qu'avec de grands propriétaires, pour obtenir 
des concessions gratuites ou à des prix très réduits. Elle sollicite des octrois 
d'argent pour faire faire des chemins. Elle se procure des renseignements cer-
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tains sur la qualité des terres à acquérir; elle donne des directions à tous ceux 
qui veulent aller explorer par eux mêmes les lieux. Elle prévoit et lève des 
difficultés sans nombre que rencontrent des colons dans de nouveaux établisse
ments; elle veille soigneusement à ce que de bons titres soient passés à ceux 
qui remplissent exactement leur engagement. Enfin elle mettra tous ceux qui 
aiment le travail en état d'établir avantageusement leur famille. 

Vous avez donné un verre d'eau froide à un pauvre peuple étranger quand, 
dévoré par l'ardeur d'une fièvre brûlante, il aborda vos rivages. En récom
pense la divine providence vous offre de vastes forêts, qui ombragent des chênes 
antiques, que la hache, a jusqu'ici respectés; de riches vallons qui reçoivent 
depuis des siècles la rosée du ciel et la graisse des montagnes; de nombreuses 
rivières qui promennent leurs eaux fécondes à travers des plaines immenses et 
de riantes collines. Ces épaisses forêts n'attendent plus que vos bras vigoureux 
pour s'abattre et se changer en de jolis villages et de riches cités. Ces fertiles 
vallons promettent de vous rendre au centuple la semence que vos mains labo
rieuses vont jeter dans leurs seins. Ces charmantes rivières vous offrent de 
nombreux pouvoirs d'eau et attendent avec impatience le moment où des spécu
lateurs industrieux iront y déployer leur intelligence en les couvrant de manu
factures et de moulins. 

Voilà. N. T. C. F.,comme l'aimable providence que nous adorons et bénis
sons avec amour, vient aujourd'hui récompenser quelques actes de charité. Pro
fitons du puissant secours qu'elle daigne nous offrir, en travaillant de toutes nos 
forces à faire le bien de nos compatriotes. Tâchons de tirer notre pays de 
l'horrible crise financière qui le plonge dans une si affreuse misère. Pour relever 
le commerce abattu, et alimenter nos villes et nos campagnes en proie à la 
détresse, allons exploiter les trésors cachés près de nous et cultiver des terres 
qui seront pour nous des mines précieuses. Retenons chez nous ces milliers de 
jeunes gens qui, chaque année, nous échappent pour aller abattre les immenses 
forêts de nos voisins. Vous connaissez les spéculations qui enrichissent ces 
industrieux voisins; et comment en nous apportant leurs produits qui ont coûté 
tant de larmes et de sueurs à nos infortunés compatriotes, ils nous enlèvent nos 
hommes et notre argent. 

Pourquoi n'exploiterions-nous pas comme eux nos richesses territoriales? 
Pourquoi ne demeurerions-nous pas ensemble dans le sein de notre heureuse 
patrie? Puisqu'il y a encore place pour des milliers d'habitants pourquoi nous 
séparerions-nous pour aller errer sur une terre étrangère, pendant qu'il y a pour 
des frères bien unis tant de bonheur à vivre ensemble. " Ecce quam bonum et 
quam jucundum habitare fratres in unum." Pour opérer tant de biens, encou
rageons " l'Association des établissements canadiens des townships, et mettons 
la en état de remplir sa sublime mission. 

Au reste, n'en doutez pas, N. T. C. F., cette association a toutes sortes de 
titres a votre confiance. Elle est le fruit d'une inspiration que nous n'hésitons pas 
de regarder comme descendue du ciel et envoyée par le père des lumière de qui 
vient tout don parfait. Elle est la récompense d'un généreux dévouement pour 
son peuple à qui de longs malheurs ont mérité la sympathie du monde entier. Elle 
vise à un but sublime, votre bonheur en ce monde et en l'autre. Elle se gouverne 
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par des hommes de votre choix puisque vous devez les élire chaque année. Elle 
est parfaitement désintéressée, puisqu'elle sacrifie son temps et ses peines sans 
aucune espérance de rémunération. Sa politique est une entière neutralité pour 
tous les partis; sa couleur est uniquement l'empreinte religieuse et charitable; 
sa seule devise est le lieu du peuple. Telles sont, N. T. C. F., les lettres de créance 
qu'elle exhibe en apparaissant à ce pays; et tels sont aussi les motifs qui doivent 
vous engager à la favoriser en vous y associant avec empressement. 

Nous prenons respectueusement la liberté de vous la recommander cette 
association, à vous, hommes d'état; et Nous vous prions de vous rappeler que le 
peuple qui vous a portés au pouvoir, pour assister de vos sages conseils le digne 
représentant de Notre auguste Souveraine, dont les dispositions bienveillantes 
pour la province confiée à son administration vous sont si bien connues, sut 
mettre en pratique, dans les guerres de 1775 et de 1812, le vieil adage du pays: 
" Mon âme est à Dieu et mon corps au Roi." Puisqu'alors ses bataillons protégè
rent les frontières et repoussèrent l'ennemi commun, il est juste que sa charrue 
laboure en temps de paix une terre que son épée a défendue avec tant de courage 
et de succès pendant la guerre. Assurément l'amour et la reconnaissance de ce 
peuple pour un gouvernement qui le traitera en père et lui donnera un héritage de 
famille seront des fortifications plus imprenables que les murailles les plus épaisses 
et les tours les plus élevées. Vos largesses vont fermer les plaies qu'ont faites au 
cœurs de ce peuple, de tout temps si fidèle à son gouvernement, les tristes événe
ments de 1837 et 1838. 

Vous la favoriserez cette association, vous riches et hororables citoyens de 
cette ville, qui comprenez combien elle est aimée du pays, et qui faites consister 
la gloire de votre cité, non dans la somptuosité de ses édifices, mais dans les 
habitudes morales de son peuple. 

Vous la favoriserez aussi, vous pauvres et infortunés compatriotes à qui le 
Seigneur n'a pas encore départi les biens du monde, car c'est à vous que cette 
bienveillante association tend aujourd'hui une main secourable, et c'est pour vous 
prouver les moyens de vous fixer avec avantage sur votre sol natal que tout le 
pays va se lever en masse comme ne faisant qu'un homme. Vous ferez bientôt, 
Nous l'espérons, la gloire de la société, par votre sobriété, votre amour du travail, 
votre intelligence dans l'agriculture et vos vertus patriarchales. Vous la favori
serez cette association, vous pères et mères de famille qui recueillez les abondan
tes bénédictions promises aux anciens patriarches, et qui aurez tant de consola
tions à pouvoir compter autour de vous, vos nombreux enfants jusqu'à la troi
sième génération. Pour les retenir tous auprès de vous tant que vous avez pu, 
vous avez divisé et subdivisé les terres que vous ont léguées vos ancêtres. Mais 
hélas! depuis longtemps ces terres ne peuvent plus les contenir tous, et il leur a 
fallu s'arracher aux bras de votre tendresse. Depuis que ces chers enfans sont 
séparés de vous, les larmes amères que vous avez versées, les cruelles inquiétudes 
que vous avez éprouvées, les longues nuits que vous avez passées sans dormir, les 
tristes nouvelles qui quelquefois vous ont appris leur mort funeste sans la conso
lation des derniers sacrements de l'église, vous disent plus eloquemment que nous 
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le précieux héritage qu'offre l'association à toutes les bonnes familles qui sentent le 
bonheur qu'il y a de vivre ensemble. 

Vous la favoriserez, cette association vous enfans bien nés qui avez sucé avec 
le lait l'amour filial, et qui avez appris à ne vivre que pour vos bons parents qui 
de leur côté ne travaillent et ne vivent que pour vous. Car vous sentez tous, Nous 
n'en doutons pas, quel bonheur ce sera pour vous de pouvoir établir vos familles 
à la porte du toit qui vous a vu naître; de pouvoir de temps en temps aller voir ce 
toit chéri qui vous rappelle tous les doux souvenirs de l'enfance; de pouvoir parti
ciper aux joies innocentes des fêtes de la famille, avec des frères et des sœurs, des 
voisins et des amis que vous ne sauriez oublier; de pouvoir porter et présenter 
aux embrassemens de vos vieux parens vos jeunes enfans, fruit de votre union avec 
des épouses vertueuses et justement chéries. 

Vous la favoriserez cette association, vous jeunes gens à qui le Seigneur 
s'est plu à accorder les richesses de l'éducation. Vous allez devenir les patrons de 
vos jeunes compatriotes qui sont privés de ce précieux avantage, en imitant le bel 
exemple des enfants de famille de la célèbre ville de Lyon. Entre les intéressantes 
et nombreuses institutions qui ornent cette antique cité, il en est une qui touche 
singulièrement l'étranger, et qui Nous a frappé lorsque Nous l'avons visitée. 
C'est une association de jeunes gens de bonnes familles qui adoptent et patroni-
sent les enfans pauvres, et ne les abandonnent point qu'ils ne soient capables de 
gagner honnêtement leur vie. Une cérémonie religieuse consacre leur entrée dans 
l'association. Us se présentent à l'autel conduisant par la main leurs jeunes 
pupilles. Là ils reçoivent de l'Evêque des pains bénits exprès pour la circonstance; 
ils les partagent et en donnent la moitié à leurs jeunes protégés. Peut-on plus 
eloquemment faire connaître à l'enfant riche ce qu'il doit aux pauvres. 

C'est bien là ce que vous fites jeunes gens, en entrant dans l'association, 
puisque votre premier mouvement fut de chercher un appui dans le sein de la 
religion, dépositaire du feu sacré de la divine charité que N. S. J. S. est 
venu apporter sur la terre, et qui est le plus grand mobile des plus no
bles entreprises. Vous partagerez donc les précieux avantages de votre riche 
éducation avec l'enfant pauvre et ignorant de la patrie. Déjà l'expérience vous 
aura appris que le vrai bonheur consiste à consacrer son existence au bonheur de 
ses semblables et que les plus belles journées de sa vie sont celles qui ont été 
marquées par plus de services rendus à ses frères. 

Nous la favoriserons surtout cette association, nous tous ministres du Sei
gneur, car il Nous semble qu'elle doive être spécialement notre œuvre. Chaque 
année nous avons eu la douleur de voir des milliers de jeunes gens abandonner 
nos villes et nos campagnes. Hélas! il le fallait bien, puisque la patrie ne pou
vait les nourrir, quoique le sol natal fût encore couvert d'immenses forêts, et 
que des milliers d'acres de bonne terre restassent incultes. Nos joues se sont 
bien des fois couvertes de larmes, et nos cœurs ont été vivement saisis d'une juste 
douleur en voyant partir pour l'étranger ces chers enfans que Nous avons tant 
de raisons d'aimer, puisque c'est nous qui les avons régénérés en J. C. dans les 
eaux du baptême, qui les avons dirigés dans la science du salut en leur apprenant 
a connaître que Dieu pourrait faire leur bonheur, et que pour cela ils devaient 
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toujours l'aimer et le servir, qui les avons nourris du pain sacré qui fait les forts, 
pour leur faire faire heureusement le grand voyage de la vie. 

Nous les savons sur une terre étrangère exposés à des dangers de toute sorte, 
et surtout aux horreurs de la démoralisation. 

Nous connaissons qu'ils ne sont point préparés à lutter, contre l'industrieuse 
activité de nos voisins qui exploitent à leur avantage leurs forces physiques, et 
Nous les renvoient ensuite assez souvent minés des durs travaux dont ils les 
accablent, et sans un sou de fortune. Ah! Nous avons été plus d'une fois pro
fondément humiliés de l'état dégradant auquel des spéculateurs sans conscience 
ne les ont que trop souvent réduits, parce que dans leur bonne foi, ils ne pou
vaient soupçonner chez autrui des intentions de fraude dont ils étaient eux-
mêmes incapables. Heureuse simplicité! Puisse-t-elle être toujours leur partage! 

Aujourd'hui s'ouvre pour eux et pour nous une nouvelle ère, et il nous est 
permis de porter bien loin nos espérances. Nous pouvons dès maintenant les 
diriger sûrement et leur procurer les moyens de faire sur le sol natal de bons 
établissements, et à des conditions très avantageuses. Nous ne manquerons pas 
d'user de toute notre influence sur un peuple si bon et si doeile, pour le porter à 
embrasser une association qui n'a d'autres vues que de travailler au bien de nos 
compatriotes. Elle doit comme toute autre bonne œuvre, rencontrer sur son 
passage de nombreuses difficultés. Mais l'amour du troupeau de Jésus-Christ ne 
connaît d'obstacles que pour les surmonter et les vaincre. Pour cela, voici les 
moyens que nous avons à prendre. 

I o Mettons Dieu dans les intérêts de l'association, car il est écrit qu'il 
marche à la tête de son peuple qui est le peuple chrétien, pour lui tracer la route 
dans les deserts qu'il lui faut traverser et demeure au milieu de lui; " Deus, cum 
egredereris in conspectu populi tui, cum pertranieris in deserto... iter faciens 
illis... habitans in illis?" 

2° Consacrons cette œuvre par des vues de foi; car il est évident qu'il 
s'agit ici de conserver à notre bon peuple sa foi, ses mœurs patriarchales et ses 
paisibles habitudes; à notre voix qui est celle de la religion tout le pays va 
s'ébranler pour donner à une association si bienveillante une existence solide et 
durable " Terra mota est. 

3° Sans le secours de Dieu nous ne pouvons rien, absolument rien, surtout 
dans l'ordre de la grâce et du salut. C'est pourquoi pendant que notre voix fera 
entendre au peuple confié à nos soins le cri d'espérance, nos cœurs s'épancheront 
devant le Seigneur pour lui représenter humblement la pauvreté et tous les maux 
qui accablent ce peuple chéri. Nos vœux ardens s'élèveront vers le ciel pour 
en faire descendre une douce rosée de bénédictions qui découleront du Dieu de 
Sinaï, du Dieu d'Israël: "Cœli distillaverunt à facie Dei fëimaï, à facie Dei 
Israël. (Ps. 67.) 

4° Offrons à cette intention l'oraison: Deus refugium que Nous récitons 
chaque jour au saint sacrifice de la messe. Exhortons le peuple à joindre ses 
prières aux nôtres. Pour cela, célébrons dans chaque paroisse, une grande messe 
et que ce soit autant que possible le jour de St. Jean-Baptiste. Commençons la 
par le chant toujours nouveau et toujours touchant du Veni creator. Que notre 
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intention roule sur les avantages religieux qu'offre l'association que nous pou
vons à bon droit recommander comme une œuvre excellente de charité. 

5° Après la messe et au son joyeux des instrumens, ou pendant le chant de 
quelques dévots cantiques à la sainte vierge et à saint Jean-Baptiste, distribuons 
a tous ceux qui voudront devenir chefs de centuries ou de sections, des exem
plaires des règles de l'association contenant en même temps des listes fort com
modes pour recevoir les contributions de leurs associés. Expliquons leur bien 
les devoirs qu'ils auront a remplir et tâchons de les embraser de zèle pour cette 
œuvre régénératrice de notre pays. 

6° Favorisons de toutes nos forces le zèle des laies qui vont dans chaque 
localité diriger l'association. Tâchons que les colons qui seront recommandés 
fassent honneur à leurs compatriotes. Engageons les riches à s'associer aux 
pauvres et à les faire entrer dans leurs centuries, ou leurs sections. C'est le 
moyen d'intéresser les petits comme les grands à une œuvre d'un intérêt général i 
pour le pays. Ainsi feron-nous servir les vingt livres courant que son excel
lence a bien voulu donner à l'association, pour former seize sections dont les 
membres trop pauvres pour payer la contribution ordinaire prieront pour le 
succès de l'association et pour ses bienfaiteurs. Organisons toute chose pour que 
les familles canadiennes se présentent au plus tôt et en grand nombre au bureau 
central de cette ville pour qu'on puisse les placer ensemble sur le même sol et 
cela afin que chaque origine puisse vivre en paix et selon ses habitudes ordinaires. 
Car loin de nous la pensée de vouloir exclure de ce pays les étrangers qui nous 
arrivent d'outre mer; cette terre est assez spacieuse pour nous contenir tous. Pour 
notre part, Nous serions prêt à favoriser nos frères de toute autre origine qui 
voudraient fonder une association sur le plan de la nôtre. Car enfin Nous 
somme tous enfans du même père qui est aux cieux; Nous vivons tous sous un 
même gouvernement qui n'a d'autre but que le bonheur de ses sujets, et qui doit 
mettre sa gloire à commander à des peuples parlant toutes les langages du monde ; 
Nous avons tous les mêmes droits; Nous formons tous la grande famille du puis
sant empire britannique; enfin nous sommes tous appelés à posséder ensemble 
la même terre des vivans, après que nous aurons fini notre pèlerinage sur cette 
terre d'exil; mettons cette association, comme toutes les autres institutions de ce 
diocèse, sous la protection de la glorieuse vierge Marie et enrôlons notre peuple 
tout entier sous l'étendard de St. Jean-Baptiste le plus grand des enfans des 
hommes, et protecteur de ce pays qui lui est tout dévoué. Faisons tous nos ' 
efforts pour que ces fêtes soient des jours de joie et de bonheur en les rendant 
tout religieux: multi in nativitate ejus gaudebunt. Travaillons pour que l'on 
puisse dire bientôt du peuple dévoué à St. Jean-Baptiste ce que l'écriture rap
porte de ce grand saint: "Vivum et ciceram non bibet et spiritu sancto replebitur 
(Luc ch. 1.) E t pour obtenir sa protection sur les trois grandes associations du 
pays qui lui sont consacrées, tout fidèle gagnera indulgence de 40 jours chaque 
fois qu'il répétera cette courte invocation: St. Jean-Baptiste, priez pour nous. 
Telle est, N. T. C. F., " l'Association des établissemens canadiens des townships," 
que nous désirons vous faire connaître un peu au long. Maintenant nous sommes 
pleins de confiance que vous la favoriserez de toutes vos forces. 
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[Enclosure] 

Puissions-Nous, N. T. C. F. abattre nous-même le premier arbre qui 
formera la croix qui doit vous indiquer le lieu de la première église que fera 
bâtir l'association. C'est du moins le vœu le plus ardent de notre cœur. Nous 
nous croirions amplement récompensé si nous avions bientôt ce bonheur. Nous 
comprenons que Nous devons être partout où se trouvent nos brebis. Aussi 
étions-nous dans les prisons et au pied de l'échafaud lorsque quelques-unes de 
ces chères brebis étaient chargées de chaines ou expiraient sur le gibet. Aussi 
étions-nous avec celles qui gémissaient sur la terre d'exil, par les recommanda
tions que nous prîmes la liberté d'adresser à l'Evêque de ces pays lointains pour 
qu'il essuyât les larmes de vos enfants à qui nous ne pouvions plus faire entendre 
aucune parole de consolation. 

Maintenant que nous jouissons, après cette horrible tempête, de toutes les 
douceurs de la paix, oh! croyez-le, N. T. C. F. nous ne formons plus qu'un seul 
vœu. Nous ne poussons plus qu'un seul soupir; c'est celui qui pourra contribuer 
en quelque chose à votre bonheur en ce monde et en l'autre, que la grâce de notre 
Seigneur Jésus-Christ soit avec vous. Amen. 

Sera la présente Lettre Pastorale lue au prône de notre église cathédrale, 
et à celui de toutes les églises paroissiales, le premier dimanche ou fête d'obliga
tion, après sa réception; et au chapitre, dans toutes les communautés le jour qu'il 
plaira aux supérieurs de choisir pour cela. 

Donné à Montreal sous notre seing et sceau et le contreseing de notre Sous-
Secrétaire. 

l^IG. Evêque de Montréal. 
(Contre-signe.) 

AEBERT LACOMBE, Acolyte, 
S. Secrétaire. 

Le dix sept juin mil huit cent quarante huit. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
CO. 

July 14/48 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I shall only write You a single line this week— The Bill for the amend
ment of the Union Act was read a 2nd time last night in the Lords & will soon 
I trust pass into a Law. In moving it I made a short statement of my opinion 
as to the policy of allowing Canada to Govern herself & as to the success with 
wh. you have acted upon it, showing how loyal the people in consequence are 
& reading the address from London (Canada West) & the presentment of the 
Montreal Grand Jury1 . I thought that this might be of some use t [0] you, but 

See above p. 149. 
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I might have saved myself the trouble, for as usual when there is no party 
contest involved in the question the H. of Lords wa not pay the slightest 
attention t[0] a Colonial subject, & also as usual the Reporters did not think 
it worth while reporting what passed— How much one daily feels into what 
complete insignificance the H of Lords has fallen. I shall some day turn 
reformer of that House not in the Radical Sense but to restore a little power 
to the Aristocracy— We have had a Cabinet just now & as I anticipated we 
have been compelled to decide on giving up the Navigation Laws for this 
Session. I trust however that the bill will be passed next Session in time for 
the opening of the S* Lawrence— I have got into a scrape f [0rj not writing a 
formal Despatch on the Address of the H. of Commons on Emigration of last 
Year.1 

If you have not already sent me any report from your Executive Council on 
this subject, I wish you wa do so as soon as you can — 

(Signed) GREY 

[Endorsed] 

July 14/48 

La Grey to La Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 

CO. 
July 21/48 

M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I have only time to thank you for your very satisfactory letter wh. I 
received yesterday & to call your attention to the enclosed most absurd notice2 

of George's Bentinck— 
I presume we shall not be wrong in saying that the answer to the letter you 
directed to be written to the Montreal B a of Trade had not been received when 
you transmitted the correspondence & that you did not afterwards think it 
worth while sending in another Despatch a letter wh. had appeared in all the 
newspapers. Hawes3 will suggest this as the probable explanation of the 
omission4 — 
We are going to announce this Evening our determination to bring in a bill 
to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act in Ireland where the state of things becomes 
more & more formidable — 

(Signed) GREY 
[Endorsed] 
July 21/48 
L a Grey to L a Elgin 

1 See above p. $8 note 1. 
2 This notice is not in the collection. See "below, p. 220 and note 1. 
3 Benjamin Hawes was then Parliamentary Under-Secretary for the Colonies. 
4 See "below p. SZO and note 2. 
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[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL July 5. 1848 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I wish that I saw my way towards carrying out by means of the resources 
of the local Go* such operations in aid of colonization as you have more than 
once recommended. 

M r Sullivan is the member of my present Council who has the strongest 
feeling in favor of settling the lands of the Province and has most influence with 
his colleagues on questions of this nature. His views on this subject however 
differ in some respects from yours ! . They may be stated I think pretty fairly 
as follows. 

Do not look upon your unoccupied land, he would say, as a source of 
revenue—make it as accessible as may be to settlers—it is for the interest alike 

of the Mother Country and the Colony that this should be done. 

Prosecute public works too—aid them if you will—so long as you under
take them solely on their own merits, and carry them out on ordinary economical 
principles as regards contracts and labor. They will promote settlement and* 
settlement will promote them, for as population encreases there will be an 
encreasing demand for good roads &c. 

But if you reverse this process—if you embark in public works rather with 
a view to colonization purposes than because they are called for in the ordinary 
course of business and of the development of the Country — If after engaging 
in them you adopt ingenious devices to secure the employment of Immigrant 
labor in preference to all other, you involve yourself in manifold difficulties. 

In the first place, your schemes even if they are to be ultimately remunera
tive require large advances of money — Where is it to come from? The credit 
of the Province is exhausted —It would have been impossible, without the 
guarantee of England, to have raised on any reasonable terms the sums which 
have been invested in the canals—and, until they become more productive than 
they have hitherto proved, many persons will adhere to the opinion that too 
much of the capital of the Province has been sunk in them. At any rate there 
would be a great indisposition at present on the part of the Provincial Par* 
to encrease this debt even if it were possible to raise the funds which I do not 
believe it would be on provincial securities.— 

In the next place, when once Gov* gives it out that it is about to advance 
money on this principle it excites a host of expectations and pretensions, which, 
constituted as we are politically and socially, it is hardly possible to deal with 
properly. Every Speculative person who has or fancies that he has an interest 
however remote or contingent in the advancement of this or that part of the 
Province, is on the alert, to see what influence Governmental or Parliamentary 
he can bring to bear on behalf of his own, and in disparagement of all rival 
schemes. I t requires a greater amount of authority and firmness than popular 
Governments such as ours generally possess to enable them to discriminate with 
entire impartiality between conflicting pretentions of this class, and to persevere 
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after having made their choice— The chances are that they do neither one nor 
the other, but that, on the contrary, they improperly embark in undertakings 
to please friends or influential persons and as improperly withdraw from them 
in the dread of reproach or criticism on the first shew of difficulty or disappoint
ment. 

In the third place it Seems to be hardly possible to frame any plan for the 
special employment of Immigrants in such works which will be practically work
able in a country already so generally settled as this, and amid institutions so 
democratic in their character— For, either the Gov* in order to carry out this 
object must enter into stipulations with contractors, who will probably, if this 
course be adopted, exact a heavy pecuniary consideration to begin with, and 
afterwards squabble eternally with respect to the construction to be put upon 
them—or, it must keep the works in its own hands; and execute them under 
the superintendance of its own officers—a mode of proceeding subject to many 
inconveniences which I need not signalize.— 

Again, as regards the Immigrant. It is hardly possible to imagine terms 
of agreement with him so cunningly devised that they shall not either, on the 
one hand, give him an advantage over the laborer who is to be hired in the open 
market, whether in respect to amount of remuneration, exemption from liability 
to summary dismissal, or otherwise=in which case, the cost of the works will 
in all likelyhood be more than proportionably enhanced—or, on the other, place 
him in a worse position than the latter.—but, if that ¡be done, he will be discon
tented while he continues at work and a deserter at the first convenient oppor
tunity. 
I do not adopt these views to their full extent, but I cannot deny that they have 
considerable force, and I regard them, I must own, as pretty conclusive against 
the probability of any very effective aid being at the moment procurable from 
the funds of the Province in favor of such schemes. If the canals were to begin 
to pay, and proper advantage were taken of the revulsion in public opinion which 
this would create, it would be a different matter. 

There is another contingency as respects this Province which we must I 
think be prepared for if we walk steadily along that path of commercial freedom 
on which we have entered— As soon as the navigation of the S* Lawrence is 
thrown open, and the barriers which check the entrance of Canadian products, 
into the States removed, a large amount of American enterprize will be attracted 
hither. Whether the said enterprize and its accompaniments will or will not in 
the long run drag the whole concern first commercially and at last politically 
into the Union I do not now stop to enquire. Its introduction will undoubtedly 
be attended with some if not with unmixed good. It will provide employment, 
stimulate industry, and raise the wages of labor. If, in connexion with the 
impulse thus given, facilities for settling on land be afforded whieh the local 
Gov* are well disposed to grant, we may absorb the surplus population of the 
Mother Country more rapidly than we have done heretofore. 

For it is to be observed that such a movement in Canada tells more in favor 
of this object than a corresponding movement in the States would do. The 
Union recieves recruits from all parts of Europe indifferently, but immigration 
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to Canada is almost exclusively British & Irish. Emigrants from the Continent 
when they expatriate themselves, generally prefer a land of what they are pleased 
to style equality and liberty, to one resting under the shadow of a monarchy— 
though, God knows, Her Majesty's shadow presses lightly enough here. 

There has been some grumbling at Toronto about the Immigration of this 
year and an ill tempered Address has been sent to me asking for encreased Gov* 
aid. I should not wonder if I were to drop down among them some fine morning 
unexpectedly as I did at Grosse Isle I must satisfy myself thoroughly however 
as to the expediency of such a step before taking it. My visit to Grosse Isle 
certainly did good.— 

I may mention before closing this letter that the New York Agricultural 
Society who meet this year at Buffalo have requested me to attend. I have 
refused in the mean time. But if it occurred to you that good would come of my 
going I would reconsider the matter & see whether it could be arranged— 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE, 
The, 

Earl Grey 

I enclose a placard which had just been brought to me—I hope no mischief 
will arise out of the meeting1— 

[(Endorsed] 
July 5/48 

La Elgin 
Reca July 24 

[Enclosure] 

MITCHEL ! 

PUBLIC MEETING ! ! 

A Preparatory Meeting of the Friends of Ireland will be held, at McAuley's 
Hotel, opposite the Bonsecours Market, on Thursday, the 6th inst. at Eight 
o'Clock, to make arrangements for the Reception of the Brother of the Martyred 
Mitchel and the Delegate from the New York Irish Republican Union; also to 
take means for convening a Monster Meeting ! 

Men of Ireland! the day is fast approaching when your suffering country's 
fate shall be decided! 

You know your duty!! Fear not!!! Your cause is good, and it will pros
per if you will only prove yourselves faithful and true. 

MONTREAL, 4th July, 1848. 

See "below, p. 209. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
BELGRAVE SQUARE 

Thursday Night July 27/48 
MY DEAR ELGIN 

My last letter to you was so hurried that I believe I did not say how entirely 
I concur with you as to the policy of settling the French Canadians on the vacant 
lands adjoining the U. States frontier, I consider this, if it can be accomplished, 
an object of great importance & I rejoice therefore to hear of the efforts to 
promote it described in your letter of June 29th— I think it the more desir
able to encourage all attempts of this kind in consequence of the danger wh. 
I see from the great influx of Irish into Canada— 

I received 3 days ago your letter of July 5th I cannot deny that there is 
much force in some of the arguments wh. you state to be used by MM Sullivan 
against any plan for a more systematic settlement of the unoccupied territory 
of Canada, & I rather wish you had stated them to me officially that I might 
have used them in answer to the urgent appeals now pressed upon us by those 
who think that the only salvation of the empire is to be found in the removal 
of large numbers of emigrants, an opinion from wh. I entirely dissent. If it 
were assumed that land was to be sold by way of raising a revenue for gen
eral purposes I sha entirely concur with M w Sullivan but I have always con
sidered that the money received from the sale of land sha be so spent as to add 
to the value of the land, by making roads &c &c, & if this is done judiciously 
I believe that the Settler who has to pay a fair price for land thus improved, 
gets it in reality cheaper than the person to whom it is granted freely but 
without the benefit of such improvement— I quite agree with Mr Sullivan 
that public works shd be undertaken solely on their own merits & sha be 
executed on ordinary economical principles as regards contracts & labor. But 
if contracts are entered into for opening roads thro' districts where there is 
good Land available, tho' these contracts sha be made with the utmost possible 
economy they will not fail to be the means of creating an additional demand 
for the labor of emigrants. Indeed I think it w3 be the greatest possible error 
to allow the emigrant any sort of advantage in obtaining higher pay for his 
Labor than that Labor wa command in the market.— So entirely am I against 
this that when I have suggested the employm* of emigrants directly by the 
Gov11* it has been with the two objects of providing for the instruction in use
ful industry of the untaught inhabitants of the Western parts of Ireland & of 
securing to the public the advantage of cheap labor for a certain time from 
those who might be enabled to emigrate at the public Expense.— It is with 
this view that the enlistment of Military laborers for 3 Years has been proposed 
in the paper by Colonel Tulloch1 I lately sent you— I am sure it is only when 
placed under the restraints of Military law & discipline that you can hope to 
retain the services of emigrants from whom you may endeavour to obtain in 
labor the repaym* of the cost of their conveyance to America, & I also believe 

1 See above p . 186 and note. 
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that by working for 3 Years under good Engineer Officers & under this restraint, 
the semibarbarians1 of Mayo & Donegal w3 be fitted for becoming far more 
useful Settlers than they otherwise w3 be— I shall be exceedingly anxious 
to hear your opinion of this plan, particularly considering it in connection 
with the projected Railway— This reminds me that I received with very great 
satisfaction your Despatch upon that subject, wh. I have lost no time in 
answering in a manner wh. will I trust convince your Council how much impor
tance I attach to this design2— 

I have however digressed a long way from M M Sullivans views. I also agree 
with him in doubting whether upon such large works as Canals more money has 
not been spent already by Canada than in her present state of progress was 
advisable. My opinion is that to promote colonization works of a much humbler 
& less costly kind sha be undertaken.—Of these I know of none so likely to be 
useful as the opening of good roads thro' the best lands not at present access
ible wh. can be found. Constructing a road of this kind & paying the expense 
by selling the lots on both sides of it, wa in the end accomplish very much the 
same object wh. you propose to yourselves, by the mode of Settlement adopted on 
the Owen Sound Road,3 in both cases the alienation of the Land wa pay for 
the construction of the road, but there is this important difference between the 
two modes of proceeding—When free Grants are made to Settlers who in return 
are bound to execute the road in front of their own Settlement, it is in the first 
place very difficult to enforce the perfect performance of their part of the 
bargain, & to compel the idle or dishonest of the Settlers to do what they ought, 
while even if you do succeed by a sufficiently strict supervision in enforcing the 
agreements in this respect, the labor of the Settlers applied individually & not 
under professional guidance, will accomplish infinitely less than the same labor 
of a number of men acting in concert & under skilful direction — Hence if such 
roads are laid out by good surveyors, & then executed by contract under the 
supervision of skilful Engineers, the men employ4 in making them wa earn 
good wages, & with the desire to obtain land wh. is so universal w3 purchase 
the lots as they saved money enough to do so, thus reimbursing the expense 
incurred by the Colony. No doubt this involves an advance of money by the 
Colony in the 1s t instance, but it need not be an advance of large sums or for 
any long period, & on the other hand far more perfect roads wa be obtained 
(one of the chief instruments of civilization) while an efficient labor test w4 be 
provided for all emigrants & the land wa be settled by the most industrious. I 
do not think that very large sums sha in the Is* instance be applied in this 
manner by the local Legislature, but that whatever money can be devoted to 
improvem* sha be thus saved, & that to ensure obtaining a return for it no 

1 "Semibarbar ians" has been crossed out. I n another hand, is writ ten "people" (also 
erossed out) and "inhabitants." These interpellations a r e made in pencil. 

2 I n this despatch Lord Grey expressed great satisfaction with the progress that had been 
made towards a work which was of such importance. " H e r Majesty's Government are fully 
sensible of the extreme importance of effecting the construction of the proposed Eailway 
with the least possible delay, and will not fail to contribute all the assistance i t is in their 
Power to afford (consistently with those consideration® of general policy by which i t is 
their duty to be guided) towards the accomplishment of an object of so much interest both to 
the Provinces in British North America, and to the Empire at large." (Grey to Elgin, 27 
July, 1848, Wo. 256, G. 181, p. S56). 

3 See aoove p. 86 and note 1. 



208 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

land sha be alienated until rendered available for profitable occupation by the 
construction of roads, & sha then in all cases be sold not given away, remember
ing that every free grant tends to prevent the sale of an equal amoimt of the 
Land of wh. the purchase money sha pay for these roads — I have written this 
hastily & I fear obscurely, but I will endeavour to embody these views in an 
official Despatch tho' not for this Mail— 
The remarks at the close of your letter are most important but they lead to 
this unpleasant conclusion that we are on the horns of a dilemma— If we 
refuse to afford all the facilities we can for commercial intercourse between 
Canada & her powerful neighbour we must certainly create discontent incon
sistent with our retention of the Colony.— if on the other hand we encourage 
that intercourse there is every probability that Canada will ere long be Ameri
canized by the influx of Yankees — between the two I have no hesitation in 
preferring the latter, & if ultimately it sha lead to the separation of these 
Provinces from the B * Empire let us hope that this may take place by amicable 
arrangement instead of by war, & may lead to a division of the Union—British 
America with some of the Northern States forming one Nation & the Southern 
States another— This wa be no such bad result & in the mean time our trade 
wa prosper & emigration wa flourish.— 

I am at a loss to give you any advice about going to Buffalo much might 
be said on both sides & you are far better able to form a sound Judgment on 
the spot than I am at a distance— 

The newspapers will show you in what alarms & et cetre we are living. 

[&c] 
(signed) GREY. 

The EARL OF ELGIN 

[Endorsed] 
July 27/48 
L a Grey to L a Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL July 13, 1848 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I am very anxious to recieve your next letter to learn the issue of the very 
disagreable intelligence contained in your last. I confess I fully expect that 
this will find you at the Col. Office— 

I have recieved several intimations from quarters entitled I fear to con
fidence, of its being a settled plan with a certain-set of villains the scum of 
the earth, American Irish republicans, & disbanded soldiers, to stir up rebellion 
in Canada by way of a diversion in favor of Ireland. — We should be very 
quiet here if we were left alone. 
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I do not understand what can be meant by the assertion that the Commis
sariat have been advancing funds towards the Immigration expenditure of this 
year.1 The information which I have recieved would lead me to an opposite 
conclusion—I shall make however further inquiries— 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 

July 13/48 

La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

MONTREAL July 18. 1848. 
MY DEAR GREY, 

At the moment when the last mail was starting a placard calling an Irish 
repeal or rather republican meeting was placed in my hands— I enclosed it in my 
letter to you2 and I now proceed to inform you how the movement to which it 
relates has progressed since then— 

An M.P.P. opposed in politics to the present local Gov* waited on me a few 
days ago and told me that he had been requested to move a resolution at the 
meeting in question by a M [ r ] O'Connor who represented himself to be the 
Editor of a Newspaper at New York and a member of the Irish Republican 
Union. This Gentleman informed him that it was expected that before September 
there would be a general rising in Ireland—that the Body to which he belonged 
had been instituted with the view of abetting this movement—that it was dis
countenanced by the Aristocracy of the States, but supported by the great mass 
of the poeple—that funds were forthcoming in plenty— that arms and 
soldiers who might be employed as drill sergeants in the clubs were even now 
passing over week after week to Ireland—that an American General lately 
returned from Mexico was engaged to take the command when the proper time 
came—that they would have from 700,000, to 800,000 men in the field, a force 
with which Great Britain would be altogether unable to cope—that when the 
English had been expelled the Irish poeple would be called to determine 
whether the Queen was to be at the head of their Political system or not. He 
added that his visit to Canada was connected with these objects—that it was 
desirable that a diversion should be effected here at the time of the Irish outbreak 
—that 50,000 Irish were ready to march into Canada from the States at a 
Moment's notice. He further stated that he had called on my informant because 
he understood him to be a disappointed man, and ill disposed to the existing 

1 See above p. 180. 
2 See above p. SOB. 

S337—li 

1 
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order of things—that with respect to himself and the thousands who felt with 
him there was no sacrifice they were not ready to make if they could humble 
England & reduce her to a third rate power. 

The place originally selected for the monster meeting according to the 
advertisement which I enclose,1 was the Bonsecours market, a covered building 
under the control of the Corporation. When this was announced however the 
Gov* sent for the Mayor2 (a French liberal) and told him that they considered 
it unbecoming that he sa give the room for such a purpose. He accordingly with
drew his permission stating that he had not been before apprized of the precise 
nature of the Assembly. After recieving this check the leaders of the movement 
fixed on an open space near the centre of the town for their gathering. 

It took place last night and proved a complete failure. Not a single 
individual of importance among the Irish Repeal Party was present— Some 
hundreds of persons attended, but were speedily dispersed by a timely thunder 
shower. Oconnor was violent enough—but I have not yet ascertained that he 
uttered anything which would form good material for an indictment—I am of 
opinion however that proceedings of this description on the part of a citizen of 
another Country are not to be tolerated— and although there is an indisposition 
in certain quarters to drive things to an extremity I think I shall succeed in 
having him arrested unless he takes himself off speedily.—Yrs 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 

July 18/48 
Lord Elgin 
Reca Aug 7 

[Original MS] 

Private 

Montreal July 18. 48 
MY DEAR GREY, 

I am much obliged to you and Lord John Russell for thinking of me at a 
time when you must have had so much to occcupy your thoughts— I concur 
with you in the opinion that it is 'better to sit in the House of Lords under the 
name by which one is generally known than under any other, and I therefore 
beg that I may be summoned when the proper time comes as Baron Elgin—I 
trust that it may be distant if it be dependant on the contingency to which you 
allude in your letter3— 

Very sincerely Yours, 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

1 See above p. SOS. 
2 Joseph Bourret. 8 See above p. 184. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
COLONIAL OFFICE 

Aug* 10/48 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I received 3 days ago your two letters of July 18th The failure of the 
attempt to create a diversion in favor of the Irish Rebels in Canada is very 
satisfactory, & a most striking proof of the great advantage of the policy you 
have pursued, I hope the ludicrous failure of the projected rebellion in Ireland 
itself will damp the ardour of these bitter enemies of England, but I am far 
from being reassured as to the safety of that Country— 
The late events while they have clearly proved that without External aid the 
Irish can do nothing have shewn no less clearly that there exists a general, I 
might say a universal disaffection to this Country in the population at large wh. 
in the Event of a foreign war wa render our position in the South of Ireland 
full of danger— This state of things can I fear be improved only by slow degrees, 
since in addition to the Church Question (wh. I trust may be settled at no 
distant period as the opinions expressed the other evening by La Ellenborough 
are I believe beginning t[0] be very generally entertained) there is but too much 
cause for disaffection in the existence of distress wh. only a re-organization of 
Society can remove— To effect this men of all parties are looking more & more 
to emigration as one of the principal resources t M be made use of— My own 
belief is that it is too much trusted to & I rather share in the opinion wh. has 
been very strongly expressed to me by La Dundonald that it will be a source of 
great future danger to allow British America to be filled up with a race so hostile 
t[0] us; but still I think that in a choice of evils we ought to try & afford as 
much relief as possible to Ireland by settling in America a large number of 
the population wh. is now so excessive in certain districts— I am most anxious 
therefore that you sha apply your mind t t0] the means of accomplishing this & 
consider whether no plan ca be hit upon not involving any enormous expenditure 
for accomplishing the object in view— My own opinion is still in favor of the 
principles of sending out any Settlers sent by the state as " pioneers " under -
Military discipline This wa have the double advantage first of not interfering 
with but rather promoting the ordinary & spontaneous Emigration, & next that 
I believe in this manner the labor of the Emigrants cd be rendered most effective 
towards repaying the cost incurred, while the wild ignorant natives of the West 
of Ireland wa thus be taught the arts of industry of wh. they know nothing & wa 

be prepared to be useful Emigrants— 

While I am talking about emigration let me call your attention to a 
Despatch you will receive by this mail in answer to the one in wh. you enclosed 
D r Douglas's report1 upon the sufferings of the Emigrants in the Quarantine 
station last year— Till I read this report I had not fully understood the horrors 
wh. had been endured or the exertions wh. had been made to mitigate them— 
I do think that D r Douglas & M r Buchanan are entitled to some extra recom-

1 This report, together with the despatches upon it, was printed for the House of Commons 
(August: 18á8). See Parliamentary Papers, 1985] (184t-48, vol. XLVII.) 
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pense for all they did, but I do not know how it cd be procured for them— We cd. 
hardly now increase the estimate we are to submit to Parliament & I suppose 
the Provincial Pari"* w4 be equally indisposed to give anything otherwise I think 
a gratuity of £100 a piece to D r D. M w Buchanan & the widow of Colonel Cal
vert w4 be very well bestowed— 

I [am &c] 

(signed) GREY. 

P.S. Aug* 11. 

I add a line t[0] say you must not suppose because it is not reported in 
the Newspapers that I did not defend Canada & yourself last night in the H. 
of Lords against the most unjust attack made upon you by Monteagle in his 
speech on Emigration1— I did so at considerable length, & expressed ( as I 
was bound to do) my strong sense of the exertions made by all the Provincial 
authorities to mitigate as far as possible the sufferings of the wretched Emigrants 
of last Year but it is our hard fate in the H. of Lords never to be reported 
intelligibly except on some great nights—• 

One of the great topics of attack upon me last Night was that I had done 
nothing to fulfil the promise of full enquiry into the subject of Emigration in 
the Colonies wh. was made by La John on the occasion of Lincoln's motion 
last Year2— I am sure we have had correspondence enough about it, but I did 
omit to send the address to you officially & direct an enquiry— I do not like 
now to supply the omission but I sha be much obliged t [0] if you will send me 
officially with a view to its production next Year, a full statement of the views 
of your Gov11* as to the nature & amount of the Encouragement wh. can be 
given to Emigration.— I t would be desirable that this statement sha be in 
the form of a report of your Executive Council— I presume there wa be no 
difficulty in having a Commee of that Body to consider the subject. 

[Endorsed] 

Aug. 10/48 

L a Grey to La Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Confidential 

MONTREAL. July 25. 1848. 

M Y DEAR LORD, 

I beg leave to transmit herewith for your perusal copies of private letters 
which have passed between Sir Donald Campbell and myself, and which I 

1 Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Third Series, vol. Ol, p. 18. 
2 See above p. S8 and note 1, 
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must request you to regard as strictly confidential I think your Lordship 
will infer from them that a visit from me to P. Edwards Island at present is 
uncalled for— 

I have the honor to be 

My dear Lord 

Your faithful & ob* Ser 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 

July 25/48 

Lord Elgin 

With private correspondence with [Sir] 

Donald Campbell 

[Enclosures] 

No. 1 

Copy 

MONTREAL 27 May 1848. 

His EXCELLENCY SIR DONALD CAMPBELL, 

P Edws Island 

M Y DEAR SIR DONALD CAMPBELL 

I take the liberty of Addressing you unofficially, although I have not the 
pleasure of being personally acquainted with you, because I think it may be 
for the interest of the Queen's Service that we should be able occasionally to 
communicate with each other confidentially. I trust that you will adopt this 
form in corresponding with me whenever you find it convenient to do so. 

You are good enough at the close of a despatch which I lately Received 
from you, to express a hope that I may visit P. E. I. during the course of the 
Summer. I t is not very easy for me under existing circumstances to leave 
Canada, or to undertake any distant Expedition. You would therefore greatly 
oblige me if you would inform me whether you have already made any and 
what progress towards the adjustment of the difficulties which led to Sir H 
Huntley's visiting me last Autumn1—and how far you think that my presence 
in the Colony is necessary or desirable. 

As I have no cognizance of current transactions, or of men and parties in 
P.E.I. I labor under great disadvantage in attempting to decide on any isolated 
case such as that which You have lately submitted to me. I have Endeavored 
however to form as good an opinion as I Could on the data furnished to me, 

1 See above p. 68. 
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and to avoid in conveying it any suggestions or expressions which might 
occasion you Embarrassment. I trust that I may have succeeded in this 
attempt. 

I have &c. 
E. & K. 

No. 2 

Copy 

Private. 
Gov* HOUSE 

PRINCE EDWARD'S ISLAND 

16 June 1848 
M Y DEAR LORD ELGIN 

I have to return your Lordship my best thanks for your letter of the 27th 

May permitting me to correspond confidentially with you. I need not say 
how much I should have been gratified by a visit from your Lordship, but I 
am sensible that your time is much too valuable to permit your undertaking 
such a distant expedition unless it should be required for the interests of Her 
Majesty's Service, and I am happy to say that matters are going on so smoothly 
here that it is quite unnecessary that your Lordship should visit this Island 
upon public business. 

On my arrival here in December last, I found that political differences had 
unhappily been carried to excess, and that as was to be expected in so small 
a community they had assumed a character of extreme bitterness. Sir Henry 
Huntley having communicated to your Lordship the chief causes which led to 
this state of things I need not enter into a detail of them. I had the great 
advantage of being put in possession of a copy of your Lordship's Despatch to 
Earl Grey (N° 88 — 12 Sep— 1847) *• pointing out the best mode of conducting 
the government of Prince Edwards Island, supposing the system of Responsible 
Government not to be conceded, and by adhering strictly to the course described 
by your Lordship, I have found no difficulty in quieting the excitement which 
prevailed. Not a word has been said of Responsible Gov* in the past Session 
of the Legislature and there is really no other question of a public nature to 
agitate the minds of the people. Respecting Responsible Gov* as applicable 
to this Colony, I have, after giving the subject my most anxious consideration, 
been compelled to come to conclusions different from those entertained by my 
predecessor during the last year of his administration of the Government. I 
have gone fully into the question in a confidential Despatch which I lately 
transmitted to Earl Grey and which will perhaps be communicated to your 
Lordship. In my humble opinion this Island is not at present fitted to receive 
that system, both from the absence of material from which a party government 

' A copy of this despatch, dated 25 Sep., 1847, is to be found in G. 461, p. 160. See oelow, 
Appendix IX. 
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could be formed, and from the peculiar nature of the land tenure by which 
almost the whole of the Island is held, and in which as your Lordship is aware, 
lies the great and material difference between this Colony and the rest of the 
North American provinces. The apathy of the people generally towards 
Responsible Gov* is such, that excepting the minority of the present House of 
Assembly, I do not beleive there are twenty men in the Island who trouble 
themselves about the matter. 

By the despatch which accompanies this letter your Lordship will perceive 
that the question of the Treasury has been discussed in the House of Assembly 
and that it has been treated as a party question, the report of the House being 
favorable to the Treasurer. Even if your Lordship were here in person, I 
do not think there is any thing more which could be brought forward tending 
to throw light upon this subject. 

It is impossible for me to doubt that the Treasurer was culpable in a high 
degree, if not absolutely guilty of making use of the public money, although 
positive proof of his criminality has not been established. Had the investiga
tion in 1846 been conducted in a more prompt and decided manner, I apprehend 
that the dismissal of the Treasurer must have resulted. But as the matter 
stands I have doubts whether after the lapse of two years, and a verdict of 
Not proven (as we should call it in Scotland) in favor of Mr Smith, it would 
now be expedient to dismiss him from his office. He is the son of a former 
Governor of this Island and his brothers in law (the Attorney General and 
L* Col Lane) hold office in the colony, and I understand that he has been 
releived from his pecuniary difficulties by the assistance of his friends. The 
Treasury department like some others here appears to have been conducted 
in, a very loose and careless manner, but I beleive the checks now imposed will 
render any future irregularity almost impossible. By a late despatch from 
Earl Grey I find that his Lordship forbears to come to any decision upon the 
Treasurer's case until I acquaint him with your Lordship's answer to my 
previous despatch to you upon the subject. I therefore propose to forward to 
Earl Grey by the first Mail a copy of your Lordship's recent despatch to me 
and to request that Lord Grey will then decide upon the case 

I remain 

dear Lord Elgin 

Your very faithful Servant 

(Signed) DONALD CAMPBELL 

The Right Hon 

THE EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

&c &c &c 
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No. 3. 

Copy 

Private— 
MONTREAL 30th June 1848. 

DEAR SIR DONALD CAMPBELL, 

I am much obliged to you for your private letter of the 16 t t, and for the 
interesting information it gives me respecting the State of Affairs in Your 
Government. 

I infer from it that a visit from me at present would be mischievous 
rather than useful, as it might tend to unsettle mens minds. 

Till Lord Grey pronounces his judgment on the papers which have been 
submitted to him with reference to the Treasurers case, it is unnecessary for 
me to say more on that subject. But I am disposed to agree with You in think
ing that as the assembly have taken the matter up and pronounced a verdict 
of acquittal, it should be final— 

Pray continue to adopt this familiar mode of communicating with me 
whenever it may appear to you convenient to do so, and' believe me to be— 

Yours &c 

Sd ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
His Excy 

Sir DONALD CAMPBELL 

&c &c &c 

[Original MS] 
MONTREAL, Aug 2. 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I visited a few days ago the college of S* Hyacinthe one of the principal 
educational Institutions of Lower Canada in order to be present at the annual 
examination of the Scholars. The Catholic Bishop, several Priests, and a vast 
concourse of Parents and friends of youth assisted at the ceremony which went 
off with great éclat. The address of which I enclose a copy was presented 
to me on the occasion by the inhabitants of the most populous and I believe 
not long ago most disaffected rural district of Lower Canada. I t was agreed 
to, I am informed, with very great unanimity— 

I also enclose an article on reciprocity of Trade with the United States 
taken out of an Upper Canada Newspaper. The principle which it advocates 
of low freights on the S* Lawrence and the gradual reduction of Import duties 
is surely one most favorable to British manufacturing Interests. 

I t would require a good deal of consideration to enable me to offer an 
opinion on the several plans for raising local Military corps in the Colonies 
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contained in the memoranda of Col. Tulloch and Cap* Elliot.1 Generally 
speaking however I must say that I think Canada is the last Colony on which 
such experiments should be made.—Canada is already gravitating pretty 
surely towards the United States.— A great deal has been done to strengthen 
that tendency by recent changes in the Commercial Policy of Great Britain— 
A little more, and the onus probandi will be cast upon those who contend that 
the connexion with England should be maintained—I entertain indeed a san
guine hope that when the present Irish crisis is past, if a peaceable President 
is elected in the Union, you may be able quietly to reduce y r military estab
lishments here. But I would be very cautious of announcing the principle that 
Canada was expected to defend herself— She owes it mainly to her connexion 
with you that she is pretty sure in the event of a war to have for an enemy 
the only nation on earth who could be formidable to her. Her claims upon 
you for military protection are therefore infinitely stronger than those of any 
other Colony.— Add to this that she does not derive the same direct advan
tage from y. navy which most of y r other colonies do. I quite admit that 
practically you cannot hope to retain Canada by means of a Garrison— That 
you must rely on the spirit of her people to repel aggression— But it is quite 
another question whether it be prudent at the present time to give another 
shake to the Colonial system by propounding a new doctrine on the subject 
of Colonial defence. That the Colonies when they govern themselves sd bear 
the cost of their internal Police is undeniably right, and the best way to ensure 
this is to reduce and concentrate the garrisons—- Do this at the right time and 
without making too much noise about it— Perhaps too when the Exchequer 
is fuller the Provincial Par* may be tempted by the bait of Commissions t[0i 
be distributed among Canadians to go half way with you in the expense of 
raising local corps— But as matters now stand I cannot too strongly urge the 
necessity of caution. 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
August 2/48 
Lord Elgin 
Reca August 21 

[Enclosures] 

No. 1— 

A Son Excellence, Le Tres Honorable Comte de Elgin et Kincardine, 
Gouverneur General du Canada &e &e &c 

MILORD, 

Votre présence au milieu de nous est un événement trop heureux pour que 
nous le laissions passer sans en témoigner à Votre Excellence notre gratitude la 
plus vive.— 

1 See above pp. 186; 187 ff. 
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C'est pour nous, Milord, un devoir bien agréable que de donner au digne 
Réprésentant de Notre Très Gracieuse Souveraine une marque ostensible du 
respect & de l'attachement que nous ont inspirés la Stricte impartialité de votre 
administration, et l'intérêt que vous prenez a notre prospérité. 

Nous nous félicitons d'avoir l'occasion d'exprimer a Votre Excellence que, 
Sous Son administration, le peuple du Canada a joui, d'après les lois existantes, 
de la plénitude de sa franchise élective, et que, graces à vos soins et à votre 
Justice, la mise en pratique du Gouverment [sic] Responsable, en cette Colonie, 
a reçu une sanction qui promet au Peuple un avenir de paix et de prospérité. 

Nous manquerions de reconnaissance envers Votre Excellence, si après 
vous avoir exprimé combien le Peuple du Canada uni a à se féliciter de l'impartia
lité et de la Justice de votre administration, nous, habitants du Bas Canada, en 
particulier, omettions d'offrire à Votre Excellence, nos remerciments les plus 
cordiaux pour la libéralité avec la quelle votre Gouverment a préparé, dans les 
Townships de l'est, pour nos industrieux cultivateurs, qui manquent de terres, un 
système de Colonisation très large et conforme à leurs besoins et habitudes.— 

Ce projet de Colonisation, Milord, outre qu'il témoigne de l'habilité de 
Votre Excellence à connoitre les besoins de la population que la Providence vous 
a heureusement appelé à gouverner, est encore une preuve du désire que vous 
avez de promouvoir sa prospérité. 

Au nombre des jouissance que nous procure la Visite de Votre Excellence à 
St Hyacinthe, celle de vous voir donner à notre Séminaire une preuve de votre 
affection et de votre estime occupe un rang distingué.— Cette Maison fondée 
par un homme dont nous ne cessons de chérir la Mémoire, Le Révérend Messire 
Girouard, a rendu à notre pays, et sans renumération equivalente, les services 
les plus importants.— Marchant d'après la triple voie de la sience, de la 
philanthropie et de la religion, elle s'est acquis aujourdhui par l'ardeur des ses 
savants professeurs une célébrité qui ne lui laisse rien a envier sur le continent 
Américain.— 

Veuillez, Milord, agréer l'assurance de notre profond respect pour Votre 
Excellence et Lady Elgin, ainsi que nos veux pour votre bonheur commun.— 

St Hyacinthe 19 Juillet 1848 
Pour les Citoyens de St Hyacinthe 

EUS CARTIER 
Maire 

[Enclosure] 
No. 2 

J O U R N A L & E X P R E S S , H A M I L T O N 

RECIPROCITY OF TRADE. 

The American House of Representatives has passed the Reciprocity Bill, as 
will be seen by the following from the St. Catherine's Journal Extra, of last 
Saturday:—• 

A Bill to admit certain articles of the growth or production of Canada into 
the United States free of duty, upon the condition that the like articles of the 
growth or production of the United States are admitted into Canada free of duty. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That when the President of the United 

k States shall issue his proclamation declaring the articles hereinafter enumerated, 
being of the growth or Production of the United States, to be admitted into the 
province of Canada by law free of duty, then on and after that day, until otherwise 
directed by Congress, the like articles, being the growth or production of said 
province of Canada, shall be admitted into the United States free of duty, when 
imported direct from said province, so long as the said enumerated articles are 

t admitted into said province of Canada from the United States free of duty, to 
wit: Grain and breadstuffs of all kinds, vegetables, fruits, seeds, animals, hides, 
wool, butter, cheese, tallow, horns, salted and fresh meats, ores of all kinds of 
metals, ashes, timber staves, wood and lumber of all kinds. 

Wm. Hamilton Merritt, M.P.P., for the County of Lincoln, has just received 
letters from the Hon. Washington Hunt, Chairman of the Committee of Com-

» merce, and the Hon. Joseph Grinnell, the member who introduced the Bill, in the 
temporary absence of the Chairman, announcing its passing the House of Repre
sentatives on the 12th inst. 

The inhabitants of both countries are indebted to these gentlemen, as well 
as the Hon. J. Dix, Chairman of the Committee of Commerce in the Senate, 

! for their exertions in removing the unnatural and unnecessary restrictions on the 
\ change of the natural productions of the represpective countries. 

The value and importance of the measure is not generally understood or 
appreciated. The actual difference in prices since August of last year, in the 
markets of Rochester and Toronto, has ranged from 25 to 43J per cent. The loss 
the country has sustained by this diminution of its wealth, accompanied by the 
prostration of all business, is sensibly felt. Hereafter the best markets in 
America will be open to the productions of Canada—an inequality of prices can 
no longer exist on the two sides of the boundary. The first step has been gained 
for Free Trade—the Home Government has manifested an earnest desire to 
carry out this principle, as far as this colony is concerned. Under the British 
Possessions Act, a Provincial law was sanctioned, increasing the import duties 
on her manufactures from 5 to 1\. fifty per cent, and reducing the duties on 

> American manufactures from 12J? to 7J per cent, double the amount of the former. 
A more sweeping change was never before attempted at any one time, by any 
former Legislature. 

Under the proposed Navigation Law, the Provincial Legislature will soon be 
invested with power to open our rivers and ports, and extend the same principles 
of reciprocity to American vessels which is already extended to the natural 
productions of the respective countries. Do we possess sufficient- intelligence to 
meet the views of the Imperial Government in the like good faith? Are we 
prepared to avow the policy, and without further loss of time commence the 
gradual reduction of Import Duties, and as soon as practicable remove them 
altogether. 

Contemplate the effect which removing all existing restrictions would produce 
on the commerce and wealth of Canada. 

> Situated on a direct line between Great Britain, where capital, manufactures, 
and a dense population, has been increasing for ages, and an inland coast 
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exceeded, 4,000 miles, above the Falls of Niagara, capable of containing a popu
lation of many millions, with a soil and climate producing the fruits of the earth 
in great abundance, who will venture to predict the extent of the exchanges 
between these two countries—the profit to be realized by individuals—the revenue 
to be derived from tolls by the Government—the number of emigrants passing 
through or the prosperity and wealth created? 

To ensure this Trade, our Canals must be finished to admit the passage of a 
vessel to or from Lake Erie to the Ocean, drawing at least nine feet six inches 
water, after which, from May until October, the major part of the commerce 
of the Western States will pass through this channel; for the remainder of the 
season the trade of Canada will seek Atlantic ports through the United States, 
thus securing to the inhabitants of each all the natural advantages that either 
could possess were they under the same Government. 

We heartily congratulate the country on the passing of this Bill, and trust 
that no delay will occur to retard or defeat the cheering prospect it holds forth. 

[Original MS] 

Private. 
BEAUMONT NEAR 

QUEBEC Aug, 10. 1848 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

Your last letter dated July 21. is far from encouraging— We feel here the 
contrecoup of your Irish troubles although we are tranquil in spite of the menaces 
hurled over our frontier.— 

We are now in the Country and our newspapers are so long in reaching us 
that I have not yet seen Lord G. Bentineks assault upon me.1 I am at a loss 
to imagine what good he is to atchieve in a party or any other view by shewing 
that the Board of Trade of Montreal consider that if the Navigation Laws be not 
repealed Canada will forfeit her allegiance. As to the not sending home officially 
their rejoinder to M r Sullivan's letter2 the fact is that it was not written till two 

1 Lord George Bentinek opposed the repeal of the navigation laws. For his speeches on this 
question see Hansard's Parliamentary Debates Third Series, under dates of May 15, June 9 and 
August 14, 1848. 

2 A memorial to the Queen, and both Houses of Parliament, 26 May, 1848, urging the 
repeal of the navigation laws, was presented to Lord Elgin by the Montreal Board of Trade. 
These documents were acknowledged on 29 May, by B,. B. Sullivan in his capacity of Provincial 
Secretary. Mr. Sullivan declared that Lord Elgin would forward the memorials to the Colonial 
Secretary. He added:— 

" I am further commanded to state, for the information of the Board of Trade, tha t the 
subject of these Memorials has for some time engaged the attention of His Excellency, and that 
His Excellency has communicated the views of his Government to Her Majesty's Colonial Secre
tary. The opinions expressed in these communications as to the expediency of relieving this 
Country from any restrictions imposed upon its commerce, are strengthened by the representa
tions of the Board of Trade, and His Excellency entertains strong hopes that the liberal and 
generous policy of the Imperial Government, towards this Colony, will be further exemplified 
in the measures which His Excellency believes are under consideration in England. 

" H i s Excellency commands me to say, that feeling very strongly that he has not used the 
words of form and compliment, in attributing liberality and generosity to the policy of the 
Empire towards this Province; he observes with regret an expression in the Memorials which the 
Board of Trade have requested him to forward, to the effect that, should the River St . Lawrence 
not continue to be the great highway of the Commerce of Canada, a commercial union of the 
most intimate character will be produced between the United States and this Colony, the inevit-
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or three weeks after the Petition to which it referred had been forwarded. I am 
sure I could not have desired to suppress it—nor hoped to do so, seeing that it 
was published in all the Montreal Papers the day after I recieved it— Sullivan's 
own letter was sent in lieu of a report from myself on the Petition chiefly with 
the view of shewing the loyal spirit in which my Provincial Gov* dealt with the 
subject.— 

I trust that my report on my visit to Grosse Isle1 may have reached you at 
a convenient moment to help you to reply to the enquiries which Lincoln has 
been making with respect to the steps taken by the Gov* to obtain information 
on colonization topics. I do not know exactly what sort of report you wish me 
to furnish on emigration generally. When Sullivan returns (who is now at 
Washington) I shall talk the matter over with him—He is full of views but they 
are not exactly yours, nor I am I [sic] at all satisfied of their practicability— 

An Upper Canada Judge is dead and I much fear that Sullivan may put in 
a claim for the situation which could not be disallowed. He is a very able Man— 
The readiest with his pen (perhaps a little too much so at times) that I ever 
encountered He has been much in office—is British in his sentiments—and 
singularly free from party rancor— He obtains therefore a great ascendancy 
in the Council and exercises a very salutary influence there— I shall feel his 
loss seriously if he goes.— 

able result of which would be to dissolve the ties which connect the latter with the Mother 
Country. 

" That this expression should be used at a time when the only remaining protection existing 
in England is afforded to Canadian Trade; and after so many demonstrations of the 
disinterested desire on the part of the Imperial Government to make the connection of Canada 
with the Empire beneficial to the Colony, is a ground of surprise and disappointment to His 
Excellency. If the observation of the Board were correct, there could have been no neces
sity for making it a prominent argument with a Government only desirous to benefit 
the Province by the connection which is apparently threatened; and, if i t be not correct 
to assert that the allegiance and attachment of Her Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects of 
Canada depends upon the successful competition of one route of Commerce with another, i t is 
peculiarly unfortunate that in forwarding to the Imperial Government memorials recommending 
measures in which His Excellency takes at least as lively an interest as the Memorialists, he 
should be found, in justice to the Canadian subjects of Her Majesty, to differ from a proposi
tion contained in the Memorials, in which he cannot believe the people of Canada could, under 
any circumstances, be induced to concur." 

On 8 June, the Secretary of the Board of Trade, Frederick A. Willson, replied in a letter 
which expressed the thanks of the Council of the Board, for the assurance that the memorials 
would be forwarded to the Queen and to both Houses of Parliament. He continued:— 

" I am further instructed to say, that while i t would be a cause of sincere regret to the Council 
that an objectionable expression should emanate from them, they consider i t to be their bounden 
duty, as i t is their undoubted right, respectfully but unequivocally, to declare to the Queen, 
Lords and Commons of England the baneful consequences which, in their opinion, must ensue 
from the abandonment of the protective policy of the Mother Country towards the Colonies 
unless promptly followed up by remedial measures to compensate for the loss of that protection; 
consequences, which, as pointedly stated in the memorial, the Council would deeply deplore. 

" I t is true that a small remnant of protection still exists in England, not as you say, in 
favor of Canada only, but also, of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, the West Indies, and other 
dependencies of the Empire; the Council however do not reeogndze in this any valid reason for 
withholding the free expression of their opinion on the subject. The expression of that opinion 
was prompted by an earnest desire to avert a dreaded calamity; and they would take leave most 
respectfully to remark that i t is in no small degree satisfactory to them to find that the view they 
have taken in regard to the influence of Commercial interests on political feeling, does not 
seem to be at variance with that of His Excellency the Governor General, as embodied in a dis
patch of the Colonial Secretary, referring to the contemplated changes in these Laws, and cited 
in the recent discussion of the question in the House of Commons, wherein His Excellency was 
pleased to say tha t " one of the most efficacious expedients for securing the allegiance of a high 
spirited, and enterprising people, is to convince them that their material interests will not be 
advanced by separation." 

This whole correspondence was published' in the Montreal Gazette, June 13, 1848. 
1 See "below Appendix VIII. 
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Movements are going on in the State of New York which are calculated to 
give us annoyance. It is difficult to say what may not happen if things come 
to a crisis in Ireland— 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The' 

EARL GREY— 

[Endorsed] 
Aug* 10/48 
Lord Elgin 

[Duplicate MS. copy] 

Private 
BELGRAVE SQUARE 

Aug* 22/48 
MY DEAR ELGIN, 

I reca yesterday your letter of the 2nd— The address from S* Hyacinthe1 

is very satisfactory indeed, & it is encouraging to receive such a proof of the 
success of the policy adopted in the Gov11* of Canada— I entirely concur with 
you as to its being clearly our policy to reduce both freights & duties in the S* 
Lawrence as low as possible— Low import duties in Canada with a great com
mercial intercourse between Canada & the U. States wa render it practically 
impossible for the latter to Maintain a high protecting tariff & if they shd be 
so unwise as to attempt it the results wa be that Canada wa derive a large rev
enue from her neighbours, since goods wh. had paid the low Canadian duties 
wa infallibly find their way across the S* Lawrence for consumption if they ca 

be afforded much cheaper than similar goods produced in America or more 
highly taxed in the American ports— 
In sending you Col1 Tullochs paper2 my notion was not that we were to cease 
at present paying for the defence of Canada but to substitute a cheaper & More 
effective defence.— Our present Canadian Garrison is about 5000 men— Now 
if we were to substitute for 4000 of them (retaining a small body of regular 
Troops) 16.000 military laborers or pioneers of whom l/4*h sha be doing military 
duty at a time & paid by this Country our expense wa be the same as at present 
while the other 12.000 if properly Employed on railroads or other public works 
calculated to raise the value of the surrounding lands wa I believe more than 
pay the Province for their labor & w4 be undergoing the very best possible 
training to become Settlers hereafter— We sha thus in the Event of War have 
a force of 17.000 always ready for the expense we now incur for 5000 only, 
& as the proposal is to enlist these pioneers for 3 Years only discharging them 
at the end of that time, we sha annually have to send out (allowing for easual-

1 See above p . 216. 
2 See above p . 186. 
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ties) about 1500 men while those who were discharged wa in the case of actual 
war be available as Militia— The effect of pursuing this system a few Years 
& settling the discharged men Judiciously wa be to create a defensive power in 
Canada wh. w11 render it very difficult to attack— To this Country the gain in 
the pension list & in obviating the necessity of sending out large reinforcements 
to Canada at the beginning of a War when we shd want Every man we cd com
mand at home wd be More than a compensation for the cost of transport. 

The More I consider the subject of Emigration the More persuaded I am 
that if the Gov11* sha ever attempt directly to convey emigrants to the American 
Colonies it must be by placing them under the restraint of Military discipline. 
The return of the Potatoe disease in Ireland as well as here may compel us to 
have recourse to some such measure sooner than we think— 

I have been correcting my speech & reply on Australian Emigration as well 
as I could for publication & if I get any copies in time I will send you two or 
three by this Mail— 

GREY. 
T H E EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 
Aug* 22/48 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL Aug 16. 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

The news from Ireland—the determination of Gov* not to proceed with the 
measure respecting the Navigation laws—doubts as to whether the American 
Congress will pass the reciprocity of trade Bill—menaces of sympathisers in the 
States—all combine at present to render our position one of considerable 
anxiety— 

The peaceful repeal Irish—or, in other words, the Irish repealers who are 
connected with the Gov* and within reach of its good things, determined to hold a 
meeting last Monday 'to take into consideration the state and prospects of 
cruelly oppressed Ireland.' These Gentlemen intended if possible to keep treason 
within reasonable bounds, & to induce the Iish [sic] Body to express confidence in 
the Provincial Gov*—They found however when the hour of meeting approached 
that the violent party were determined not to allow them to have their own way, 
and two hours before the appointed time they postponed it— The violent section 
assembled nowithstanding and made some very furious speeches.— 

M r Sullivan has returned from the States where he has been spending some 
weeks. He returns, I regret to say, much disheartened. The prevalent feeling 
as regards both Canada & England he describes to be very bad. The insolence 
and overbearing tone insufferable— Nothing can resist them after their atehieve-
ments in Mexico, is the faith of the Nation. Woe betide any man who does not 
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share it. As to Canada, they may take it when they please— bon gré or mal gré 
its people— the time of doing it and the mode are questions merely of con
venience.— As to marauding expeditions of Irish or others, it may not be quite 
right that they should be allowed to invade the territories of an ally, but— 'how 
can the General Gov* prevent them?' & besides, 'the Presidential contest is going 
on & no party can afford to lose the Iish [sic] ticket? Altogether he returns, 
uncomfortable as regards the future of this Province so weak as compared with 
this nation of libertines who seem to owe fealty to no principles but those of 
the vulgarest self interest— and thoroughly disgusted with the institutions of 
the States. I t is curious to hear the observations of a Canadian liberal on this 
subject: the total absence of any recognition of the principles of generosity or 
moral rectitude— the wretched tone of low vulgarity in which the highest topics 
were handled struck him forcibly & painfully— I admit however that M [ r ] Sulli
van is a superior man, and that I could find about me persons who might be less 
sensitive on such points than he. 

M r Crampton1 with whom I have established an extra official Correspondence 
doubts whether the organization of the Irish sympathisers be sufficiently perfect 
to admit of any serious aggression on Canada at the moment, but he looks 
forward with apprehension to the winter when the Irish will have little work & 
the disbanded miscreants who are now returning in hordes from Mexico with 
appetites whetted for all deeds of rapine & blood will be ready for any congenial 
job. 

What then is our position here to meet any such movement from without? 
Not very reassuring I must confess. Firstly, we have the Irish repeal Body— 
I need not describe them— You may look at home— they are here just what they 
are in Ireland. Secondly we have the French population— Their attitude as 
regards England & America is that of an armed neutrality— They do not 
exactly like the Yankees but they are the conquered oppressed subjects of 
England.—• To be sure they govern themselves, get all the places, pay no taxes, 
and some other trifles of this description— Nevertheless, they are the victims 
of British égoisme Was not the union of the Provinces carried without their 
consent and with the view of subjecting them to the British.? Papineau, their 
press and other authorities, are constantly dinning this into their ears, so no 
wonder that they believe it— 

Again—our mercantile and commercial classes are thoroughly disgusted 
and lukewarm in their allegiance, if not disaffected— You know enough of 
colonies to appretiate the tendency which they always exhibit to charge their 
misfortunes upon the mother Country—no matter from what source they flow— 
You have given the Canadians an excellent opportunity for indulging this 
propensity by the course you have taken with respect to the navigation laws.—• 
I t is easy to shew that as matters now stand the faithful subject of Her Majesty 
in Canada is placed on a worse footing as regards trade with the Mother Country, 
than the rebel over the lines. The moral to be drawn from this fact is by no 
means encouraging to the friends of British connexion. 

Our vicinity to the States, and the peculiar character of the political con
tests which have been carried on in this Province of late years, have had one effect 

1 The British Chargé d'affaires at Washington. 
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•which can with difficulty be apprehended from a distance and the gravity of 
which it is not easy to overestimate— 

The forfeiture of allegiance occupies in the moral code of a large section 
of Canadian trading politicians pretty much the same place which a change of 
party does in that of a similar class in England. The same man who when you 
canvass him at an English Borough Election says "Why. sir, I've voted red 
all my life and I never got anything by it, this time I intend to vote blue" 
addresses you in Canada in this wise. 'Tve been all along one of the steadiest 
supporters of the British Gov* but really if claims such as mine are not more 
thought of I shall begin to consider whether other institutions are not preferable 
to ours.". The next time probably you see your friends' name is at a New York 
sympathising meeting where he delivers a most eloquent address representing 
the anxiety of the people of Canada to throw off the baneful domination of the 
Mother Country. 

What to do under these circumstances of anxiety and discouragement is the 
question.— 

As to any aggressions from without I shall throw the responsibility of 
repelling them upon Her Majesty's troops in the first instance— This is the 
service wh we profess to render to our Colonists without charge to them. I t is 
well that they should see this benefit resulting from the connexion, and I shall 
be disappointed indeed if the military here do not give a very good ace* of all 
Yankee & Irish marauders notwithstanding the swagger of the cutthroats from 
Mexico. 

With respect to internal commotions I should like to devolve the duty of 
quelling them as much as possible upon the citizens—I very much doubt whether 
any class of them, however great their indifference or disloyalty fancy the taste 
of Celtic Pikes or the rule of Irish mob law. I shall proceed of course with 
caution in this matter and a good deal will depend on the tenor of our news 
from Ireland= But I have furnished a sketch of my intentions to be filled up 
according to circumstances— 

I have just recieved the English mail with Your letter of July the 27*" 
I shall go over your views with Sullivan and get him to draw up a paper on 
the subject.1— 

I left Mary last Saturday at Beaumont finding that my presence here was 
indispensable— She had derived some advantage I think from the change of air.— 

Very faithfully Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY. 

1 For Sullivan's Memorandum on Colonel Tullock's paper, see "below, Appendix XIII. 
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[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL. Aug 24 1848. 

MY DEAR GREY, 

I trust that the news which we have this day recieved from Ireland will 
have the effect of allaying excitement here. Although no overt act has been 
yet committed enough has transpired with respect to the formation of Clubs 
and sympathetic movements in the State of New York to make us anxious. 
In consequence of what was going on and of the necessity of keeping my Min
isters right, I gave up my plan of rejoining Mary in the Country and brought 
her home again— — 

There is rather an angry feeling here about the delay in pressing the bill 
for the repeal of the navigation laws.— I enclose an article from one of our 
leading Papers which shews the tone in which a very influential Party take 
the matter up.1 

The American Congress has adjourned without passing the Canada Reci
procity bill— It is Mr Crampton's opinion that they never will concede any
thing except for a consideration— and that in dealing with Gentlemen who are 
so smart it is better to grant no boon until you have the equivalent in hand. 

I have not seen in our newspapers yet much comment on Sir W. Moles-
worth's speech.2 By throwing out the suggestion he makes in favor of elective 
Governors and annual appropriations in lieu of civil Lists, he hoists a standard 
around which the disaffected may rally— In fact he endorses M w Papineau's 
views, for M.P. whose motive is hatred to England, proposes nothing more 
than this at present; knowing well to what it must lead. 

Ever since my present advisers have been in office I have been much pressed 
(by some of them more urgently indeed than by others, though all concur in the 
recommendation) to extend an act of grace and amnesty to all persons who 
were engaged in the Rebellion of 1837 & 1838. I am decidedly of opinion that 
if Canada passes through this season of trial quietly it would be highly expe
dient to accede to this proposition— The mercy and favor of the Crown have 
already been extended to several of those who were most guilty on that occa
sion—' as, for example, to M. Papineau—others who are liable to indictment 
have returned to the colony, being perfectly confident that the terrors of the 
law will never be invoked against them. In Upper Canada many who have been 
pardoned are still, notwithstanding such pardon, subject to penalties imposed 
by special acts of the Legislature, which can only be removed by Parliamentary 
enactment. I shall send you by this Packet or the next an official communica
tion on this subject with all the information I can collect. The principal rebels 
who are now precluded from returning to the Province are D r Nelson and Mac-

1 This paper is not in the collection. 
2 On 25 July 18-58, Sir William Molesworth proposed and spoke at length on the following 

motion:— 
" That i t is the opinion of this House that the Colonial Expenditure of the British Empire 

demands inquiry, with a view to i t s reduction; and that to accomplish this object, and to secure 
greater contentment and prosperity to the Colonists, they ought to be invested with large powers 
for the administration of their local affairs." (Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Third Series, 
vol. O, p. 857). 
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Kenzie— The former of these is a surly pig headed sort of person, very differ
ent I suppose from his brother Wolfred who fought at S* Denis, but he detests 
Papineau which is no small recommendation in the eyes of La Fontaine— Add 
to which he has a reputation as a surgeon far exceeding that of any of his 
brethern of the faculty here, and the day of his return would be one of jubilee 
with all who desire to have their legs or arms cut off. I t is doubtful however 
whether he would return or not if it were put in his power to do so. He has 
never applied for pardon, & is in good practice at New York. Mackenzie as 
you of course know was the most conspicuous among the Upper Canada Rebels 
— He is very anxious to return, and wrote my Secretary a letter on the sub
ject lately, of which I enclose a copy, which is interesting, as shewing the effect 
which a few years residence in the model Republic has produced in his mind— 
From what reaches me from other quarters I have reason to believe that he is 
sincere in the sentiments which he professes in this communication—• 

I am inclined to think with respect to both of these individuals that it 
would be far better to permit them to return under the shelter of a General Act 
of Amnesty than to make them the objects of special acts of favor. The former, 
though I do not think he would be likely to do any mischief if he returned, 
has never humbled him to express any regret with reference to the part which 
he took in former transactions, and the latter although he has made profes
sions of repentance and amendment, is viewed with much disfavor by a con
siderable portion of the inhabitants of Upper Canada. The best part even of 
the Reform Party in Upper Canada would consider a Pardon extended to him 
individually a misplaced act of Lenity— On the other hand I fear that we shall 
get into serious embarasement if we do not deal with all these cases before 
the meeting of the Provincial Par* in some way or other. I t is not impossible 
that Nelson or Mackenzie may attempt to reenter the Province without permis
sion, knowing the reluctance of the existing authorities to prosecute. Again 
La Fontaine feels very strongly on the subject, and I really think if he were 
thwarted he wd resign and throw the whole Gov* into confusion. He is engaged 
at present in a death struggle on the French territory with Papineau, and he 
cannot afford to lose the credit which obtaining this act of oblivion would con
fer on him.—• I t is not easy to foretell how this struggle may terminate but in 
the mean time it is very ludicrous, and must be nuts to the old loyalists to see 
that more than one half of the space of the French Papers is occupied with the 
controversy which is going on between two sections of the Rebel army of 1837 
& 1838 charging and retorting upon each other imputations of cowardice &c 
&c— Among the papers which I send herewith is a ' Supplement à la Revue 
Canadienne ' with a sample of this literary warfare.1 I think that if I were 
to take the initiative next Session and to propose to Par* that an act of oblivion 
should be passed it would have an admirable effect, as conveying a tacit but very 
telling recognition on the part of the Imperial Gov* of the good conduct of the 
Canadians during this year of trial, and enabling us to get out of the diffi
culties which I have just now signalized without sacrifice of dignity 

I have put the Papers on the subject of Colonization into Sullivan's hands 
and I hope in my next to be able to communicate something satisfactory on 

1 This paper is not in the collection. 
8337—15i 
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this head.— I regret however to say that I much fear I shall lose Sullivan— 
He hates the tracasseries of Political life & will not I think forego his claim to 
the Judgeship—The fact is that notwithstanding all that Molesworth says 
about Salaries, political life is ruin to men in these Countries & the best will 
not remain in it a day longer than they can help. Land=jobbers, swindlers, 
young men who wish to make a name when starting into life, may find in public 
life here or in the States a compensation for the sacrifices it entails, but with 
honest men who are doing well in their own line of business, & who have not 
private fortunes to fall back upon, it is otherwise. Hence it is that when you 
speak of the respectable citizens of the United States it is always perfectly 
understood that you except all who have any thing to do with its Gov*— I 
enclose a number of the Avenir1, Papineau's Paper, which shews how perfectly 
Lord Molesworths doctrines jump with his. 

A copy has just been placed in my hand of the United Irishman of Mont
real a bold imitation of its prototype at Dublin— I have not had time to read 
it— Papineau's name appears on the list of the Irish League as vice President 
among a set of names of no consideration whatever— A proof of his malignity 
if not of his judgement 

Very sincerely Yours, 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 

August 24/48 
Lord Elgin 

[Enclosure] 

Copy 

Private, Not Official 

TRIBUNE OFFICE NEW YORK 14 t t Febry 1848. 

SIR, 

A Passenger by the Acadia for Liverpool, left with me about a fortnight 
since, letters from Toronto enclosing Copy of a Petition to the Governor General, 
written by Mr. James Lesslie, and signed by one of my daughters, now on a 
visit to her Uncle at Toronto & Kingston, in which is expressed a wish that I 
may be allowed to return to Canada, together with your note of Nov1 last, 
acknowledging the rec* of that request. 

At same time I got copy of another Petition also drawn up I suppose by 
M r Lesslie. I t had been quietly circulated before the Election, but Mr Scobie 
of the Colonist published & condemned it— he then appealed to the Electors of 
the North Riding, but had no occasion to chronicle his success. M r Dyer the 
Phonographer tells me it was supposed when he was at Toronto that 20,000 
signatures would be affixed; but recent advices from Your City say that its 
further circulation was very properly delayed till after Election time. 

1 This paper is not in the collection. 
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[Enclosure] 
I had no hand in these proceedings, but am well pleased. They afford me 

some apology for addressing you, and should you deem it your duty to lay the 
following explanatory remarks before the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, I would 
be glad to receive a reply in such form and manner, and at such a time as might 
be deemed proper under the circumstances. This appears to be the proper 
moment for me to enter into the merits of the question involved in my daughter's 
petition, and to invite attention to its prayer. 

The late Mr John Neilson with whom I was for many years acquainted, 
wrote me a letter to Toronto about a twelvemonth before the outbreak, in which 
he said that he took it for granted that I remained, as ever, true and faithful 
to British Connexion. I replied by reminding him what I had done and risked 
to put that connection on a firmer basis, and acknowledged that I was becoming 
utterly hopeless of attaining good government, and inclined to be friendly to inde
pendence, or a closer intimacy with this country, which I had not been previously, 
or my efforts in England would have been withheld. That letter closed our 
correspondence. I had ceased to confide in the wisdom and experience of that 
truly excellent man. He stood by his Country. In 1831 he drew the greater 
part of a petition which was signed by many thousands, and which I carried 
to England. I was wrecked in the Steamer Waterloo when she went down near 
his country seat at Carouge, my sole object in then visiting Quebec, having been 
to consult with him on the best course to be taken to prevent future revolt—-
the result of our conference, was that Memorial. 

On Novr 28. 1846, I once more wrote Mr Neilson (from Albany) at greai 
length, and received a very full and friendly answer. That part of it which 
related to 1837-8. expressed a strong desire " that the British Government would 
yet be induced to extend oblivion, without exception, to those who were con
cerned in the overt acts of Rebellion." His proceedings previously, in the Legis
lature, had been in strict accordance with that wish. 

A Sister of my Wife's, who is married to Mr John Macintosh, a Scotsman, 
formerly member of Assembly for the Riding now represented by Robert Baldwin 
Esqre, applied in 1843, to Lord Metcalfe, for my recall. What she said in her 
Memorial, I know not, but the reply thro' Mr Higginson, was sent to me, intim
ating, "that unless it should be the pleasure of Her Majesty to proclaim a 
General Amnesty", the Governor General saw no probability that I would be 
singled out as an object of especial favor. 

In answer to what was I believe the unanimous address of the House of 
Assembly, dated the 17*11 of DeeT 1844, asking that,—"free pardon indemnity and 
oblivion" might be extended to all concerned in the movements of 1837-8, 
Lord Metcalfe replied on the 20*11 that 

" The only exceptions, and these are extremely few, have been in those cases 
in which other crimes of peculiar atrocity against the community, or against 
individuals have been superadded, and which it has been deemed that pardon 
would be manifest injustice to some of Her Majesty's faithful subjects." 

Being thus included among the few exceptions, I wrote to a friend who was 
near those in authority, for an explanation, Colonel Moodies' death was said 
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[Enclosure] 

to be alluded to,— Cap* Bonnycastle, in one of his Books published in London, 
had also set me down as the Colonel's murderer! I immediately addressed a 
note to Mr. Gladstone, the Colonial Secretary, saying that if that was the cause 
of my being excepted, I was ready to be tried on any indictment that could be 
brought before any Court, Judge or Jury, at Toronto. There was no reply. 

Even if there were no indictment I would be glad that a judicial enquiry 
could take place, in some form, for my Canadian friends tell me that even the 
Colonel's son is impressed with the idea that I was there. Were this the case, 
I would at once own it, but it can be proved by the clearest, most unexceptionable 
testimony, that I was not at, nor near the place, and could not have been. 

If it is on that account that I am placed on the list of persons excepted, I 
am ready to produce the facts that would enable You to come at the truth, and 
to name most credible witnesses. When returning from the rencontre with 
M r Powell, we brought back a messenger from the Justices, who had been on 
his way to town, passed the dead body of M r Anderson on the road, and Pn 
arriving at Montgomery's Hotel, M r Archibald McDonell being with us, a 
prisoner, were told that Colonel Moodie had been shot and was dying fast. 
Never to my Knowledge, had I met the Colonel, before seeing him on the bed 
at the Hotel. I told his friends that it would be impossible to get a Messenger 
thro' to Toronto, but that D r McCague would be sent for. He said it was useless. 
I then offered to write his will. He explained why he had fired upon the second 
line of guards after safely passing the first. In the steps that led to the placing 
of a guard over the road, every thing was done in strict conformity to the wishes 
of the gentlemen, in whom those engaged had placed the chief control. His 
express order was given, when he came to us with M r Baldwin the second time, 
and stopt our progress, for the burning of D r Home's house, first, because the 
doctor had employed spies to watch and come through the rebel camp, and made 
his home a place for such observations, giving Sir Francis information, and also 
as a means of inducing the peaceful surrender of the City in the evening. The 
stories of my intention to burn Toronto are visionary. I had not hesitated to 
risk my life in 1834, by laboring like a very slave, in every place of danger during 
Cholera time. Why should I burn the City in December 1837, with my family, 
relatives & numerous friends in it, and all that they possessed? 

M r Papineau had been advised of D r Rolph's appointment as the Executive, 
by letters sent with M r Lloyd, our Messenger, who reached Montreal on the 
5th or 6th of November. A Magistrate of that City was soon after sent up to 
Toronto to urge us to hasten our movement, owing to the outbreak in Lower 
Canada. I was pledged to aid the Lower Canadians, and kept my word faith
fully, even after advices of their disastrous failure had reached Toronto, of 
which D 1 R, drew up a statement for supplement to my newspaper, and had it 
published after I had left for the Country. 

If McLeod, in the case of the Caroline, was, or would have1 justified in 
obeying orders, we who had agreed to act under an Executive head, in operations 
requiring the exercise of power, were also bound, if we acted at all. Thus 

. i T h e word " b e e n " has been added in pencil. 

j 
1 
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[Enclosure] 

it was that D r Home's house was burned— I was a party to it, as instructed, 
as D r Rolph has long since, been included in an amnesty, and lost none of his 
property, I am not clear that I, who lost every thing, should be forever excluded, 
under the rule. 

There may be political reasons for my exclusion, I will therefore state my 
opinions with perfect frankness, and as little reserve as if it were the last act 
of my life. 

When Mr Isaac Buchanan went to England last, he wrote me at some length, 
intimating the sense he had of the hardship of my situation, and his intention to 
apply to Sir Robert Peel, Lord Stanley, and Lord George Bentinck, on my behalf. 
He did so, and the answer of the Premier was unfavorable— other Gentlemen 
have since interfered— several of them M.P's and Lord John Russell's replies 
are said to have been of a like tenor with Sir Roberts'. 

Had I not been compelled to reside over ten Years in this Country— to 
investigate closely and watch carefully the complicated operations of the machine 
of Government, it is most probable that my ideas of its practical excellence, 
derived from conversation, from reading its constitutions, journals, historians, 
&c, & from hastily travelling through a part of it, would have remained as in 
1837. That they are not so now, my efforts of late Years to induce the authorities 
in Canada to remove the outlawry, or whatever it is, afford good evidence. I 
am not of that class who would seek to return to a Country by the favor of its 
rulers in order to betray them. No act of my life would warrant the inference. 

Supposing that, as I have a large family to support, I might desire to begin 
business, my old Scottish friends, the Messrs Bruce here, who are very wealthy, 
but lost £500 by me in the affair of 1837, offered from their extensive foundries 
last Year, while I was up at albany, the credit of a new establishment, such as 
I might select. I replied to their letter that I felt daily less and less at home in 
the United States, and, that if not permitted to do business again in Canada, I 
should not desire to do so in a Country where Scotsmen, Englishmen and Irish
men are treated as an inferior class, by political leaders, used as instruments 
at Elections, but always distrusted on account of their birth place. Had I 
desired to acquire influence here, I might have settled in the western States, set 
up a large News & Printing establishment, taken but half the trouble I did in 
Canada, gone with the Stream, and reminded the Million that I was the last 
Upper Canada Outlaw, in the cause of "Liberty" &c— my success in the way of 
popularity could scarcely have failed. But I could not act the part, and would 
not have valued the recompense. 

When admitted behind the scenes, such was my dislike of what I saw, 
that at personal risk and loss, after resigning a Sinecure in the customs, I 
exposed the hollowness of the class by whom I had been deceived, and who prey 
upon society here— 50,000 copies of the Book were sold, but I refused any 
share of the profits, or other recompense. By this step I obtained the displeasure 
of the Canadian ultras also, Yet was I not unfriendly to Elective Governments, 
so far as experience would prove them capable of making society wiser and 
happier. There is much to admire in the American People, & sorry would I 
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be to see any more wars with them, but I doubt whether lovers of good Govern
ment, & well regulated freedom, will go to Washington any more for a pattern 
of the beauties of Democracy. 

The false ambition which has ruined so many governments, Monarchical, 
Republican & Despotic, is powerful here. Keeping three Millions of Slaves 
degraded at home, they incur heavy debts under the pretext of Spreading 
liberty abroad. Than the public leaders here, as a whole, I have known nothing 
on earth more unscrupulous and selfish. No man living is more fully convinced 
than myself, that the condition of Canada would not be improved by "the 
Spoils " system, a connexion with the United States, the sending of the prod
ucts of Canadian taxation to aid in carrying on Wars against Mexico, and 
leaving its public lands in pawn at any Money-Broker's for funds to aid in 
extending Slavery's area. 

Had I seen things in '37 as I do in '48, I would have shuddered at the very 
idea of revolt, no matter what of our wrongs might have been. I ought as a 
Scotsman, to have stood by the Gov* in America to the last, exerted every 
energy I possessed to make it better, more just, more perfect,—left it for a 
time if too oppressive, but never tried, as I did, to put it down. Surely, Surely, 
there was cause of complaint, but, we took the wrong course to get redress. 
Had I taken the other course, what an influence for good, never now to be 
regained, I might have possessed by this time. Instead of which, for several 
Years, I made every possible effort to extend the Worship of the Idol enthroned 
at Washington, as the best means of securing for all rational freedom and just 
Laws! Declamation is easy; but it would puzzle a reasonable person to show 
how Canada could be made happier, by seeking through Revolution, the Sys
tem of which every body here may now see the bitter fruits— One Gentle
man on Your side, in addressing S* Maurice County, truly asserted, that annexa
tion to the States, might raise the price of land in Canada," a cheering thought 
to those who deal in lands, and have much on hand; but not likely to help the 
Millions much, who want to buy farms, and are scarce of Money. 

I feel inclined to make up some of my leeway but may be too feeble, even 
if allowed. Yet, if I trust myself in Canada, after all said and done, I think 
the Government may safely trust me under its own power, and eye; altho' I 
shall not object to take another years probation here, if I must do so. I might 
feel inclined, if a full amnesty were granted, and the country tranquil, to estab
lish a large printing concern at Toronto or the Capital, but confidence is a 
plant of slow growth, and perhaps I won't be allowed to do this. 

I was sincere and straight forward, even in error. I asked no favor where 
I could not yield an unqualified support— Never either when in England or 
in Canada, altho in the former Country I had a long and an easy access to the 
highest authorities, did I ask for the smallest personal favor, place or office. 
Never in the Legislature, crude as my ideas often were, did I allow any measure 
to slip, that I believed would promote good Government. I worked like a Slave. 
In my place late and early. Often in Assembly did the Servants complain to 
the Speaker, that I kept them from their rest. When in London I told Lord 
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Goderich that we would have to revolt if some concession or change was not 
made. His reply has appeared in both continents. There was much of error 
in my movements but there was no deceit. No great excuse that, perhaps. 

Are error and enthusiasm with regard to the potency for good of the Ameri
can System, or Systems, new or rare? What more can man do, than seek for 
truth, and own himself in the wrong when he feels that he is wrong? There is 
no man on this continent, who more sincerely desires that British Government 
in Canada may long continue, and give a home and welcome to the Old Coun
tryman than myself. Is this inconsistent? Because a man may have half 
killed himself (and others) with quack medicines, is that a reason why he should 
keep on.? Did I say that I felt as I now do, or as to an Amnesty, seven or eight 
Years ago? Did I not study with unwearied earnestness the workings of the 
Institutions before me, and the manners and morals of this people, and looked 
at what had been done, until few men, even natives, were better acquainted 
with their country? The result was not a desire to attain power, influence, or 
a permanent home here, but to help if I can, and all I can, and that is now 
and will be but little, the country of my birth, and the land where I ever felt 
at home from the first hour on which I set foot upon its shores. 

Much have I wished to publish a narrative of the events of the last 15 or 
20 years,. I would do it now, but the dissention and quarrelling and excitement 
which the facts I have carefully arranged and treasured up would produce in 
Canada, would come amiss just now. It would be impossible not to arouse 
feelings and passions which had better slumber. When I do publish it, the 
impressions and opinions here expressed will be fearlessly avowed. 

I have no right to thrust my correspondence on you, thus, yet I venture to 
ask that this may not be considered an official paper, but private—not for the 
present or a future Ministry—but for the Earl of Elgin, if he will listen to the 
leading facts, when at leisure. I think I am blamed more than I deserve, tho' 
undoubtedly, much was said and done on this side, to some of which I was a 
party, which it is impossible to justify, any more than the Earl of Durham 
and Lord Sydenham have justified the Governments we had in the Canadas— 
I am not soured at what I see here, on personal grounds—far from it—the ideas 
I had of good, honest, upright Government, are not realized— I can not become 
an American, and enter into the spirit of their parties and Assemblies, as I see 
them; therefore I have given up the attempt, which ought not to have been 
made. 

Language like this from the most headstrong rebel of 1837, may seem 
strange, but there are no lessons like those of experience. I write as I feel, and 
if ever you find reason to believe that I desire to deceive, then if you think it 
worth while, publish my letter as evidence of my hypocrisy— Remember I 
would not thus write, if I were a native of these States. In that ease, if I did 
not quit public life, I would seek popularity that I might therewith battle and 
baffle the factions, covetous and wildly ambitious. I would join the best party, 
for this is a government of party—that I might help onwards those in it who 
wanted to do right, and to foster a manly, free & independent, self-sustaining 
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spirit in the Millions— As it is I write much under a screen, urging, where I 
dare do it, the folks in authority, to practice what their Institutions profess— 
a hard task that, whether on the Civil or religious side, in this world. 

The Houses of Assembly have, I believe, repeatedly requested an Amnesty 
for 1837-8 &c with no exceptions; and unless there are concealed charges as to 
crimes of " peculiar atrocity," which I could not meet, as I did not know them, 
and which unexplained, may look very different to what they would, if both 
sides were heard, I may have some hope of a favorable decision. At all events, 
the Nobleman at the head of the Government had a right (if he felt it to Ibe 
worth while) to know my feelings and sentiments, when an application was 
made for my return. If in this communication, I have adopted the wrong course, 
or used language in aught offensive, most assuredly it was far from my inten
tion so to do. The time will come when the Earl of Elgin, if he is not now, will 
be fully assured of the perfect sincerity with which I write, and of the pleasure 
I would have in seeing Canada united, happy, prosperous, prepared for what
ever may happen, the voice of faction lulled, and all this achieved under the 
auspices of the representative of a name and a lineage interwoven with memories 
that will be dear to Scotsmen (aye even to Scottish outlaws, when they come 
to their senses) in all time. 

I had some hand in the creation of Responsible " Ministries " as they are 
called, but I beg that I may not be turned over to their tender mercies. I hope 
but little from them, of either side. If I am to be restored to my rights, let me 
have the satisfaction of owing the boon to the Governor in Chief or the Colonial 
Secretary. In conversation with Lord Howick and Mr Stephen at Downing 
Street, 15 Years since, they objected to the virtual independence of the " Respon
sible Gov* " plan. " what can we do "? said I, " you send men to rule the Col-
" onies who impede useful, practical Gov* and know not how to do otherwise. 
" Give us a capable able Governor, a man who will exert himself to make the 
" Country flourish, and I'll go home to Canada, and give him a thorough and 
" independent support." Some 10 or 12 Secretaries have followed one another 
since, and how far the Governor is the Minister, and how far shielded by a 
" Ministry " I know not. Only I would most earnestly entreat not to be con
signed to its kindness. 

I have suffered hard here, and this letter places me in the category of 
sinners who defer their repentance till late in life; but the moment I became 
sensible that I was wrong, both as to means and end, I hastened to make all the 
amends in my power. I have tried to be right,—I'll try again— and without 
having a great deal of confidence in this application, I once more venture to 
request your good offices in keeping it before the Government till some decision 
is arrived at. 

With great respect. 

I am &c 

(Signed) Wm L. MACKENZIE. 
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Private. 
MONTREAL Aug 30. 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

Your letter of the W31 only arrived this morning.— If Monteagle thinks 
that he could manage Canada better than I do, I should not object with your 
consent to change places with him. Sullivan's memorandum on Immigration 
is not quite ready but I hope to have it for my next letter. Meanwhile he has 
just brought me two letters from M r Barclay the British Consul at New York 
which give me serious apprehensions with respect to the designs of the Yankee 
Irish on this Province and to certain goings on at Quebec and Montreal. D'Urban 
is in Town and I have sent for him to confer with him on the subject 

Very faithfully Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Aug* 30/48 
Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 
Private. 

MONTREAL Sep* 7. 1848. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

M r Sullivan has just placed in my hand a very long paper on Immigration,1 

but as I have not had time to read it and it must be copied I cannot send it till 
next week. 

That the Govr Gen1 should stand well with the supporters of the party in 
power ça va sans dire, but it may be consolatory to see that I am not entirely 
abandoned by the outs. This inference may I think be drawn from the two 
extracts which I annex. The one from a Conservative Paper at Quebec in refer
ence to a rumor that I was about to leave the Colony— The other being the 
terms in wh my health was proposed at a dinner given by the supporters of 
Papineaus' paper the Avenir to the writers in that journal— 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY— 

[Endorsed] 
Sept. 7/48 
Lord Elgin 

"Wov Sullivan's memorandum on Colonel Tulloek's plan, see "below, Appendix XIII. 
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No. 1 

LORD ELGIN.—" We believe (says the Mercury) that on other grounds 
(than the continued indisposition of Lady Elgin) but few will be found to 
endorse the assertion of the Quebec Gazette, of regret for the noble Earl's 
departure." 

Nobody is bound to believe the bare assertion of any one; but if the Mercury 
can find fourteen or fifteen men of respectability, that is, one out of every 100,000 
inhabitants of Canada, of whatever party, to endorse its assertion, we offer to 
publish their names. 

No. 2. 
DINER 

DONNÉ AUX COLLABORATEURS DE L'AVENIR, PAR DES AMIS DU 
JOURNAL, 

LE 26 AOÛT 1848. 

Le Dr. Bibeaud est appelé à présider le diner. 
Après le dessert les santés suivantes furent proposées et reçues avec 

enthousiasme. 
1—A Sa Majesté la Reine. 

2—A Son Excellence le Comte d'Elgin, gouverneur. Puisse-t-il suivre la ligne 
de conduite ferme et impartiale qu'il a toujours suivi et qui l'a rendu cher à tous 
les Canadiens. 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL Sep1 13. 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I send you herewith M r Sullivan's paper on Emigration1— It is not an official 
document being the fruit of his own reflections and not of consultation with his 
colleagues— It is however I think well worthy y r perusal as it throws a good 
deal of light upon the economical position of this Province and our means of 
recieving and profitably employing Immigrants.— I t contains the views upon 
this subject of a very able man, but of one, it is fair to say, who has no inclination 
to look with favor on Wakefield Colonization theories. I confess I think there 
is a great deal of force in what you say with respect to the advantage of sending 
out Emigrants under a military system and thus providing at once for the 
settlement and defence of the Colony. But I do not see how these military 
laborers are to be made to work except under their own officers in a country 
where there are so many temptations to desertion. In which case it appears to 

1For Sullivan's memorandum on Coîoneî TullocVs plan, see "below, Appendix XIII. 
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me the Gov* must either undertake the works on its own responsibility and 
provide the means, or become in some sort a contractor and execute them for 
capitalists on terms to be mutually agreed on— 

While however I beg your attention to Sullivan's paper as calculated to afford 
some useful information I must add that his individual opinions are of less 
consequence as it appears to be probable that he will soon cease to be one of 
my political advisers by being removed to the Bench. So long as he remains 
in the Council his views more especially on such a subject as Immigration are 
sure to sway the deliberations of that body— But when he retires other influences 
will of course come into play. I t has been whispered to me that a certain M r 

Merrit1 of U. Canada is to be proposed as his successor. This Gentleman is a 
man after Cobden's own heart. The active promoter of Reciprocity with the 
Yankees—low import duties — low Salaries— He has calculated the respective 
advantages I am told of annexation and continued British Connexion and 
satisfied himself that if equal Trade with America be secured and the navigation 
laws repealed the Canadians had better on economical grounds remain as they 
are. M r Merrit is I suspect a very different person from Sullivan in many ways, 
and I certainly expect to find him much better disposed than the latter to view 
with favor plans of systematic colonization—more especially if they can be 
made to operate as an attraction to Capital— Whether he will exercise however 
as great an influence over his colleagues as Sullivan on such questions may be 
doubted— 

I am disposed t M think that Sullivan wa be a very proper person for a C. B— 
He has been long in the public service— Has a high reputation for ability and 
is popular with all parties— 

Very sincerely Your's 

The ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EARL GREY 

P. S. I send herewith a copy of one of the best liberal papers of U. Canada 
with an article contradicting Molesworth's allegations of the Superior cheapness 
of Gov* in the States— Perhaps it might be well if it obtained publicity in 
England 

[Endorsed] 
Sepr 13/48 

Lord Elgin 

{Enclosure] 
THE GLOBE. 

Sep. 9,1848. 

COLONIZATION.-^CANADA. 
When countries become over-peopled, there can be but one remedy — the 

surplus must emigrate to other lands, and it is folly to contend against such a 
state of things, when it has reached a certain point. No man puts twenty head 

X W . H. Merrit t . 
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of cattle on a pasturage which is only fit to sustain ten. The comparison is 
homely, but it is fitted to give an impression of the calamities of an over-crowded 
population. Emigration has in all ages been the only cure for this evil. It is 
well known that when the barbarous tribes in the North of Europe emerged 
from their forests, and poured into the fertile plains of the Roman Empire, the 
impelling cause was to find the means of existence. The population had com
pletely out-grown the means of support afforded in their own sterile regions. 
When the terrible Attila, styled " the scourge of God " placed himself at the 
head of his followers, and carried desolation wherever he went, he was doubtless 
actuated by the ambition of establishing a more powerful empire in more genial 
regions, but his followers were chiefly impelled by hunger. The irruptions were 
not those of regular armies overrunning foreign countries after establishing their 
dominion, and falling back on their own country. Whole tribes, men, women, 
and children, household gods and all, fell like an avalanche on the fairest part 
of Europe. It was the colonization of war, arising from the same causes as 
modern colonization—the want of subsistence. 

Ireland is in this position. Her population of about 270 to every square 
mile, is now generally admitted to be far too large for her means of support, 
and this can be proved by the clearest testimony. The produce of the three 
kingdoms of all kinds of grain has been estimated at sixty millions of quarters, 
and of this, Ireland may produce from 8 to 10 millions—at most only a sixth 
part of the whole. England and Scotland have a population of eighteen millions 
and Ireland eight millions. Every Englishman and Scotsman would thus con
sume about double the quantity of grain of home growth that is used by an 
Irishman. But this is not all—for Ireland is an exporting country, while Britain 
imports large quantities of grain, and if this be taken into account, the consump
tion must be three to one in favour of the English and Scotchman. This does 
not include the potatoes which have hitherto been the chief food of a vast pro
portion of the Irish people, estimated as high as five millions of the whole. When 
the failure of this crop occurs it is impossible to estimate the amount of misery 
it causes.— If we follow up this comparison between the countries, by estimating 
the vast consumption of animal food in Britain, as compared with Ireland, we 
shall have some faint idea of the sufferings of that country. There are masses 
in England and Scotland both in the manufacturing and agricultural districts, 
who occasionally suffer severely. But these are greatly exceeded both in fre
quency and extent by the sufferings of Ireland, and what remedy is there for them 
but emigration. 

It is absurdly said in the Repeal papers of that country, that as Ireland 
produces twice the amount of grain that would support her own population, the 
remedy is, to stop the export and consume the grain. If the estimate now given 
be near the truth, Ireland produces no such quantity, and all her food would be 
required, and more, for her own overgrown population. It is evident, however, 
that were her population so reduced by emigration, and the land divided and 
cultivated so as to allow free seope to the natural fertility of the soil, Ireland 
might export grain and other agricultural produce, and her own people have the 
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full amount of support. The proposal of the repeal papers to stop the exports 
and consume the grain on the spot, is as unwise as it is unjust. They seem to 
think that Ireland receives nothing in exchange for the grain and provisions 
exported. The labourers toil for the produce, and think it hard it should be sent 
away, but they forget that the cotton spinners and manufacturers of Manchester 
and Glasgow, and the woollen manufacturers of Yorkshire, also toil to make 
cloth for the agriculturists of Ireland; and if the exports of grain cease to Britain, 
the exports of cloth will also cease. They forget that China and the West Indies, 
and Brazil, will not send their tea, and sugar, and coffee to Ireland, without 
receiving something in exchange, either directly or indirectly, through the 
commerce of other countries. It is a popular theory, that the large exports of 
Ireland go out solely to pay the absentee landlords. We showed in a late number, 
that in the latest return we had seen, Ireland had exported seventeen millions 
sterling of produce and manufactures in one year, and imported fifteen millions, 
leaving a balance against her of only two millions. 

Canada, too, exports grain, and she does not grudge sending away her 
produce, for it supplies her with clothing and foreign produce. But the differ
ence between Ireland and Canada is, that Ireland is over-peopled, and has little 
enough of grain for her own consumption, whereas, Canada has enough to eat, 
for her land is broad, and she has room for millions more. She can feed all 
her people, and send food to others. Canada presents advantages to Coloniza
tion on a large scale, which no other country on the face of the earth does. The 
climate, particularly of the Upper Province, is well adapted for European 
emigrants. The land is already so possessed in every district as to show what 
it is capable of. The lines for holding a vast population are marked out, and 
in part occupied. Her government is fixed on Liberal principles, and these 
combined with the stability of British Institutions, give promise of a long rest 
from political agitation. The taxation of Canada is the lowest, we believe, in 
the civilized world. Many suppose that taxation is lighter in the United States 
than in any other place. This notion is founded on the low salaries of certain 
public officers. Sir William Molesworth gives countenance to this in his late 
speech. It is true that the salaries of Judges are far below what they are in 
England. But the consequence is, that inferior men are appointed. Men of 
eminent abilities, such as Daniel Webster, who can gain large incomes by their 
practice, rarely occupy the bench, which is left for the more common and ordin
ary men, who cannot make a good income by their talents. But it is a mistake 
to suppose that the salaries are the sole incomes of the judges. They have 
fees, a much more objectionable mode of payment, as it directly encourages 
litigation. They have also considerable patronage. Nothing can be more unwise 
than to under pay those who occupy the bench. The men who sit there should 
have no uneasiness about pecuniary matters, and should give their whole ener
gies to the duties of their high office. Since the Revolution settlement, few 
instances have occurred of a challenge for corruption in the administration of 
justice in Great Britain or her Colonies. That this could have been said, if 
inferior men with limited salaries had occupied the bench, none will venture to 
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assert. The paid magistrates in the States are often chosen from the common 
officers of the Court, and carry with them the feelings which a long course of 
practice among the most degraded of the community is calculated to produce. 
I t is not long since a magistrate in New York was tried for corruption, arising 
from his connection with a burglar, who it was alleged had broken into a silk 
warehouse for his benefit. The evidence was strongly against him, and it was 
generally believed that he was guilty, but a bench of his brother judges acquitted 
him. Such a case has not occurred in England since the days of Jonathan 
Wild. We have alleged that Canada is a cheaply taxed country. Taking her 
expenditure at £500,000, and the population at a million and a half, it is 6s. 8d. 
a head for each person. Sir William Molesworth estimates the cost of the North 
American Colonies to the Mother Country, at 9s. a head, which we think should 
only be 8s. Supposing 25 per cent, of this expenditure profit to the colonists, 
it would be 2s. a head, and reduce the charge of each individual for government, 
to 4s. 8d. In the United States the taxation, in time of peace, ranges from 
twenty-five to thirty millions of dollars, amounting to a dollar and a half per 
head, or 7s. 6d. currency. During the late war, if taxes had been raised as 
they went along, they would have been fifty per cent more. This is only the 
taxation of the Federal Government. Besides this, the State and local taxes 
are very heavy, and we do not err when we estimate them as equal to the taxes 
of the general government. After making every allowance for the local taxes 
of Canada, we shall arrive at the conclusion that the taxation of the United 
States is fully double that of Canada for each person. But the mode in which 
the taxes of the United States is raised, forms an additional burden. The pro- » 
tective duties on imports, raise high the prices of many articles, and the public 
pays heavily for the benefit of the manufacturers. We say nothing about the 
vast consumption of time in the United States by the thousands who do little 
besides attending to the elections by the millions. This is not the least item in 
the vast expense in carrying on the United States government . 

We repeat that Canada is the most cheaply taxed country in the world. t 

[Original MS] 

I send a newspaper with a spirited article on Canadian prospects— I wish 
such articles were more common than they are. 

Private 
MONTREAL, Sep 21. 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I t may be some consolation to know that when our Game Laws are abolished, 
and our civil Polity is fashioned after the model towards which the sympathies 
of the Bright and Cobden school are so constantly directing our regards, there will 
yet be room for the indulgence of that love of sport which is deemed by many 
so important and useful an element in our national character — Two notices 
which have lately appeared in the journals of the neighbouring republic illustrate 
my meaning and indicate the quarter from which I derive this consolation— 
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The former of these notices which has been more generally advertised and 
more freely commented upon than the other, proclaims that a Bear Hunt is to 
take place in the Sierra Madre during the Winter — The promoters of this sport 
appoint places of rendezvous and mention how each sportsman is to come 
accoutered — the provision of Bowie Knives, Colts revolvers, &c which he is 
to bring with him — as well as the number of days provender. I t is perfectly 
understood that the game is two legged, and that the domain to be poached over 
has been lately constituted a close preserve under special Treaty— But the central 
Gov* stands by conniving & winking as is it's wont in such conjunctures— 

The other amusement projected and announced is a red Fox Hunt in 
Canada. This game does not appear at the moment quite as popular as the 
other — I t may be that the love of sport does not encrease as it ought to do in a 
direct ratio with the danger attending it— 

Indeed there seems to be a pretty strong probability that the latter sporting 
expedition may be for the present adjourned. I t is a pity after so much trouble 
has been taken, and so much has been said about it. We are quite prepared to 
give the most ardent votaries of excitement their heart's content if they come. 

Seriously speaking I shall not consider it altogether an unmixed good if 
that portion of the dregs of the American people who cherish against England 
the most malignant feelings, the offspring partly of republican fanaticism, and 
partly of an hereditary and acquired propensity for plunder, adjourn their 
projects of aggression against Canada to some more convenient opportunity— 
To resist such intrusion I think I could now count on the hearty support and 
co-operation of the great bulk of the population of the Province both French and 
English — We might probably succeed if we had the opportunity in causing the 
tide of annexation to ebb to a respectful distance from our shores, at least for a 
time. 

I forgot to mention in my last letter that I am very anxious to obtain the 
Warrants for Legislative Councillors for which I have applied as soon as you 
can furnish them— The fact is I was requested to ask for them some time ago, but 
I delayed forwarding the application being desirous to obtain all the information 
I could about the individuals before doing so. The Provincial Par* will meet 
probably in November and it is important that I should be able to make some 
additions to the Council before it assembles— 

As regards the usury laws — there is a good deal of prejudice here upon that 
subject —quite as much among the liberals as among the Conservatives — The 
absurdity however of representing the want of Capital to be the master evil of 
Canada and at the same time maintaining laws to exclude it is too flagrant to 
be long endured — and -I hope during the course of the ensuing Session to 
obtain a modification if not the entire removal of these laws.—-Very sincerely 
Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY. 

[Endorsed] 
Reca Oetr 11 
Ans* d° 
9337—16 
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THE NIAGARA MAIL. 

Wednesday, September 6, 1848. ' 

PROGRESSION 

Canada within the last few years has improved amazingly in every respect. 
Scores of thousands of hardy industrious settlers have located themselves in all 
directions in the backwoods, levying contributions on the primeval forests, and 
making extensive uncultivated tracts, where the foot of the white man hardly 
ever before trod, yield an abundant harvest of fruit and yellow grain. 

The clearing of land is attended with peculiar, and not disagreable reflections. 
There is something fascinating, encouraging, and satisfactory in the idea that 
every tree that is cut down, is making way for the operations of husbandry, and 
that the toilsome process will not have to be repeated. But what most gladdens 
the heart, and nerves the hand, of the new-comer, is the gratifying consciousness 
that every improvement he makes will be for his own benefit, without the dis
heartening drawback of rents, taxes or tithes, which were so oppressive in lands ¥ 

he has left behind. Every sober immigrant, of industrious habits, while he 
soon attains to a comfortable competence, contributes materially to the countiy's 
wealth. Thousands who individually penetrated the woods with nothing but an 
axe, and the means of present subsistence, are now in independent circumstances. 
Hundreds of acres of land are cleared, producing grain of all kinds, and fruit in 
abundance. Oxen, cows and horses are found about their premises, and poultry 
without number, and in great variety, appear in the farm yards. 

The country has been generally settled by poor men, but men of enterprize 
and perseverance. The hardships they endured, and the difficulties they sur
mounted, are alike unknown to the inhabitants of the front and populous town- . 
ships of Canada, and to our readers in Europe. For the information of both, | 
we may put down the outlines of what we have witnessed in the formation of a , 
new settlement, which took place about twenty-five miles from the front town- ^ 
ships. 

There was no road, and every man carried on his back whatever quantity of 
flour, or anything else he required, by a foot-path, marked by cutting the bark 
from the trees on either side. On reaching the spot of location, the first thing 
was to cut down some balsam saplings, and erect what is called a shanty on every 
man's lot, which consisted of 200 acres. A spot was generally chosen on a rising , 
ground, and near a brook, if possible. Such temporary dwellings were generally ! 
of about fourteen feet by twenty and covered with bark; the interstices between 
the logs were filled up by pieces of wood, and plastered with mud. An opening in 
the roof served to let out the smoke, and a bunch of hemlock branches made a 
very good bed. Without bolt or bar, and at a distance of a quarter of a mile to 
a mile from each other, subject to the visitation of wandering and pagan Indians, \ 
every man enjoyed good and refreshing repose, without injury or molestation, I 
except what the cruel and busy musquetoes and gnats might produce. 

The underbrush being cleared away around each domicile, and piled into 
heaps, the monarchs of the forests were soon levelled with the ground. The 
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branches were cut off, and put on the heaps of brush-wood, and their trunks 
were cut into convenient lengths for rolling into heaps to be burned. At a 
proper time a fire was communicated to both brushwood and logs, and all were 
consumed to ashes. These were scattered all around, and nothing remained 
but to cast the seed on the ground, which was covered merely by the use of a 
kind of harrow, called a drag, made in a triangular form, so as not to be inter
rupted in its course by the trunks of trees which were left standing three or four 
feet from the surface. 

In the meantime roads began to be opened up not only through the settle
ment but to the cultivated parts of the country. Stock began to accumulate, 
and every settler found his circumstances improving. In February or March 
the maple trees were tapped by a kind of gouge, and the sap received in a trough 
placed underneath. This sap was easily converted into sugar of an excellent 
quality by boiling. Pumpkins, squashes, cucumbers, melons, and other fruits 
were easily raised, and for every seed put into the ground a person might expect 
to receive from thirty to two hundred fold. 

All that can be attained by any individual is either necessaries, conveniences 
or comforts. Anything beyond is superfluous. Our adventurers alluded to had 
hardly necessaries at first, but they soon acquired conveniences, and ultimately 
comforts. Not many years had elapsed before some had the greater portion of 
their lots cleared. The shanties gave way to log houses, and these again to 
frame houses, or houses of brick. Men who at first, went about their ordinary 
business in red night-caps, and clothed in rags, are now magistrates, and men 
of the first consequence in the land. All, unless from vicious behaviour are 
comfortable and independent. 

It ought to have been mentioned that in the process of their aggrandizement 
school-houses were erected, and churches made their appearance, and Methodist 
ministers visited the people on foot, while the roads were impassable for vehicles 
or horses. The pious zeal of this body of people ought to be had in everlasting 
remembrance. 

But when we sat down and penned the word " Progression " at the head 
of this article we had no intention whatever of running into this strain. How
ever, our readers in England and Ireland may like our h&stj remarks from 
their novelty. Our brief description may apply in their principal parts to 
all the settlements in the country. Settlers without number have gorte 
through the process mentioned with a like result, and we have room enough 
for millions more. The healthy sober and industrious cannot fail of suc
cess—the effeminate, dissipated, and idle are sure to come to ruin. 

We have given the commencement and progress of a new settlement, 
and the country, in general, progresses in as great, if not a greater ratio. 
Hamlets have given place to large villages, villages to towns, and towns 
have arisen to cities of magnitude. New Post offices are established in 
.all directions as they become necessary. Roads are being opened into 
the interior of the country. Telegraphs intersect various routes of general 
communication, and railways are either contemplated or in course of con-

8337—16} 
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struction. We have lakes like seas, and rivers like continuous lakes, and 
these are studded with steamboats of magnitude, of the most elegant form, 
and fitted up with every convenience and comfort which passengers can desire. 

In a very short space of time there has been an immense alteration 
for the better in this respect; and by means of our different canals the 
lakes and rivers are made navigable to the ocean, a distance of several 
thousand miles. No country in the world possesses such an internal navi
gation, which is now rendered available by human art. 

After all we are only in the infancy of improvement—our sun is but 
rising—the British Provinces extending from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to 
the Pacific Ocean possess all the elements of a great and mighty empire, 
sufficient to control the destinies of this continent; and there is about the 
same reason to suppose that they will annex the United States, as that 
the United States will annex them. As far as Canada is concerned there is 
unprecedented unanimity among the people, and the prospect is of the 
most flattering and glorious description. Education is attended to and 
schools flourish—responsible government prevails—enlightened and liberal 
men are at the helm of affairs—and the Imperial government spares neither 
pains nor expense in promoting the best interests of the country. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private 
CO. 

Oct. 26/48. 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I have been in Town for a week for two Cabinets & before I go back 
tomorrow I must write you a few lines— Hearing so little from you either 
publickly or privately by the two last mails is I trust a sure sign that every
thing is going on to your satisfaction in Canada; there being nothing to write 
about shows that you have no peculiar troubles — 

I am sorry you have lost Sullivan from your Council from the account you 
give of him, & his paper wh. You have sent me supports completely what you 
said of his ability.—I sha be very glad t M have a great part of it (omitting 
the reference to Tullochs paper) in an official shape that can be produced, with 
a view of enabling you to send me in this manner the substance. I will write 
to you officially desiring to be furnished with a report founded upon your experi
ence of the Year's Emigration as to the possibility of adopting any further 
measures to extend & promote Emigration— In answer to this you might trans
mit to me a report from your Executive Council embodying as much of the 
substance of M r Sullivan's paper1 as they may think proper with any additional 
suggestions. 

xFor Sullivan's memorandum on Colonel Tulloek's plan, see "below, Appendix XIII. 
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I shall be very glad at once to recommend MM Sullivan for the C.B. if 
you think it right but ought not M r Draper to have it at the same time? 

I have nothing to tell you from hence wh. you will not learn better from 
the Newspapers from wh. you will see in what a fearful state Europe (& 
especially Germany) continues; it i [ s ] curious enough that amidst all this 
agitation Canada so lately in rebellion sha continue so quiet. I t is much to 
the credit of your administration. 

(Signed) GREY. 
The 

Earl of ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 

Oct. 26/48 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL oct. 11. 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I have little to write about but I send a few lines lest you should think 
that I had neglected the post day. By the next mail I shall probably be able 
to announce the decision of my cabinet respecting the meeting of Par*. I t will 
take place I think in November. I send a newspaper which professes to give 
a schedule of ministerial measures. It is not quite correct but it indicates the 
points towards which a good many of our politicians are looking. With respect 
to the Governor's salary for example I do not suppose that my Ministers would 
think of making the move to which the programme alludes without first com
municating with me, but after what has been said on this subject by Sir R. Peel 
and Lord Molesworth it is not wonderful that the Press and popularity Hunters 
should take it up.— Whether it might not be very good policy, if we get through 
this winter quietly, and a peaceable President is elected by our neighbours, to 
assume this charge and at the same time to reduce considerably our military 
force here is a very grave question. 

The assumption of this charge would make it patent to all men that the 
Imperial Gov* had no interest in maintaining the civil list, and would thus put 
all the popular ad captandum economical arguments in the hands of the sup
porters of the connexion against the annexationists.— Meanwhile my ministers 
do intend to introduce a measure for encreasing the representation. You know 
that I have always been of opinion that the number of the present House of 
Assembly is too limited and that there would be a better chance for the formation 
of a sound public opinion if it were enlarged. The Papineau Party have been 
clamouring for a representation on the basis of population with the idea that 
this would throw the preponderance into the hands of the French. I t is not 
very certain that this would be the case, but at any rate my ministers have 
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resolved to adhere to the principle of equality of representation between the 
Provinces. They also propose to carry through a measure for effecting a com
pulsory commutation of the Seigneurial tenure—• For altering the constitution 
of the Toronto University— Paying certain Rebellion losses in Lower C a n a d a -
Altering the Judicature system &c. In short they have a good deal in hand, 
and having the prestige of the great Reform Party to support they feel bound 
to atchieve much. I shall do all I can to ensure their doing some good and 
as little mischief as may be—• 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Oct. 11/48 
Lord Elgin 

[Enclosure] 
LE CANADIEN 

27 Septembre 1848 

Les Mélanges Religieux semblent donner à entendre que les mesures sui
vantes vont être proposées dans la prochaine session du parlement provincial: 

I o Un bill de réforme électorale. Ce bill conservera la proportion actuelle 
des représentants pour chaque province, mais il augmentera le chiffre des 
représentants, et le portera, selon les uns, à celui de 120, selon les autres à 
celui de 150. 

2° Un bill d'organisation postale. Ce bill établira un taux uniforme pour 
les lettres dans toute la province, et ce taux sera bien moindre que celui qui 
existe aujourd'hui. I l diminuera aussi considérablement le port des journaux, 
car le port actuel est par trop élevé; il établira le bureau général de la poste 
en Canada, et fera ainsi disparaître les mille et une justes plaintes contre 
l'organisation postale du jour. 

3° Un bill de réciprocité de commerce avec les Etats-Unis. Par ce bill 
nous obtiendrons les produits des Etats-Unis à bien meilleur marché, et nous 
pourrons exporter les nôtres sans payer des frais de douane exorbitants. 

4° Un bill d'organisation douanière pour toutes les provinces anglaises de 
l'Amérique du Nord. C'est une mesure qu'exigent nos intérêts commerciaux, 
et qui nous rendra au centuple, par les avantages de l'exportation, ce que nous 
perdrons par la suppression des droits des douanes intercoloniales. 

5° Un bill de judicature. Nous n'entendons pas par cette mesure un nou
veau bill, nous entendons l'ancien bill perfectionné; car, de l'aveu de tous les 
jurisconsultes, il vaut mieux amender que refaire en entier, et la raison en est 
celle-ci: en refesant en entier, vous déroutez les gens et vous exposez votre 
mesure à un non-fonctionnement, tandis qu'en reproduisant, vous ne faites que 
perfectionner (au moins vous êtes censés le faire) un système auquel on est déjà 
Jiabitué. 
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6° Un bill d'éducation. 
7o Un bill pour le rappel des lois de banqueroutes. Les marchands parais

sent désirer qu'il en soit ainsi, et les avocats n'en seront pas fâchés. 
8° Une loi pour la profession du notariat. 
9° Un bill d'enregistrement. Une réforme en cette matière est absolument 

nécessaire, car la loi d'enregistrement actuelle paraît, mécontenter bien des gens, 
et nous pouvons dire avec raison. 

10° Un bill pour le King's College de Toronto. De cette mesure nous ne 
dirons rien pour le moment, nous nous réservons pour plus tard. 

11° Un bill de municipalités. Ce bill ne serait qu'une loi d'amendement, 
afin de faire disparaître les plus grands vices du système actuel. 

12° Un bill pour pourvoir à l'encouragement de l'agriculture. C'est là 
une mesure nécessaire et qui devra passer sans opposition, car si l'on donne 
de l'argent pour enseigner à la jeunesse à lire, écrire et chiffrer, à plus forte 
raison devons-nous voter de l'argent pour apprendre à cette jeunesse et au 
peuple en général à bien cultiver les champs. 

13° Un bill pour l'abolition de la tenure seigneuriale. Cette mesure paraît 
être généralement demandée dans le Bas-Canada, et nous sommes sûrs que sa 
passation dans les deux chambres rencontrera l'approbation du peuple. Nous 
n'entendons pas cependant faire de ce bill une loi de spoliation; bien loin de là: 
tout en donnant aux populations un système moins onéreux et moins féodal, on 
substituera un paiement plus facile et qui puisse servir de juste compensation 
aux seigneurs pour les pertes qu'ils feront par l'abolition de la tenure. Nous 
croyons que les seigneurs eux-mêmes sont en faveur d'une semblable mesure, et 
que s'ils étaient assurés d'une compensation équitable, ils seraient les premiers 
à demander la fin du présent système. 

14° Un bill pour régler le mode et l'époque du paiement des indemnités 
pour les pertes de 1837 et 1838 dans le Bas-Canada. La justice de cette indem
nité n'est plus contestable, car elle a été reconnue à trop de reprises. Il reste 
maintenant à déterminer le temps où se paiera cette dette et les moyens de 
l'acquitter; nous ne doutons pas que, s'il y a la moindre possibilité de faire 
droit à cette dette d'honneur, les ministres s'empressent d'introduire un acte 
à cet effet. 

15° Un bill pour pourvoir au paiement des réclamations contre les anciens 
districts municipaux. 

16° Un bill pour la presse. On sent de plus en plus tous les jours la néces
sité, d'une part, de protéger la presse, de l'autre de protéger les citoyens contre 
la licence de la presse. 

17° Un bill de médecine. Cette mesure est désirée par une partie des 
médecins; nous ne savons pas au juste quelles sont leurs vues à cet égard. 

18° Un bill pour réduire et fixer les salaires des employés publics. Nous 
n'entrerons pas dans les détails d'une pareille mesure, car l'on conçoit que 
personne n'est plus à même de connaître ce qu'il y a à faire à cet égard que 
les ministres eux-mêmes; seulement nous dirons que tout en voulant économiser 
(ce que nous aimons fort), il ne faut non plus nous montrer trop parcimonieux. 
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Il faut que le travail soit récompensé autant qu'il est nécessaire; de plus nous i 
croyons que les emplois qui comportent de la responsabilité doivent être mieux ' 
rémunérés que d'autres, le travail étant égal d'ailleurs; enfin, il est certaines Í 
charges qui, selon nous, exigent un salaire plus élevé qu'il n'est strictement ' 
nécessaire pour récompenser le travail. Nous ne serions pas d'opinion, en un 
mot, de faire de l'économie quand même, et nous pensons qu'il est quelquefois > 
utile de voir en cette matière ce qu'exigent l'honneur et la dignité. 

19° Un bill pour fixer l'indemnité à accorder à chaque membre de la 
chambre d'assemblée. Cette mesure est demandée depuis trop longtemps pour 
ne pas s'en occuper durant la session qui approche. D'ailleurs, au dire de bien 
des gens, s'il y a de l'économie à faire quelque part, c'est en cette matière. | 
Nous n'entrerons pas dans les détails pour cette fois, sauf à y revenir en temps i" 
et lieu. 

20° Une adresse à la reine pour obtenir que le salaire du gouverneur- i 
général du Canada soit à la charge du trésor impérial. Plusieurs des premiers 
hommes d'Etat anglais se sont déjà prononcés en faveur de la justice d'une 
pareille mesure, et il faut espérer qu'il sera fait quelque chose à cet effet; car il 
nous semble qu'il n'est que juste que le gouverneur soit payé por [sic] l'Angle
terre. Le peuple du Canada n'aucun [sic] contrôle sur le gouverneur, qui lui-
même n'a aucune responsabilité à l'égard du peuple de ce pays. Toute la i 
responsabilité du gouverneur est envers l'Angleterre, c'est donc à elle à I 
le payer; d'ailleurs, c'est elle qui le nomme, et qui nomme doit payer. 
S'il n'en était pas ainsi, une des premières mesures à passer serait celle de la 
réduction du salaire du gouverneur; car pour le Canada il est un peu fort de 
donner à ses gouverneurs la somme assez ronde de $30,000, tandis que nos riches 
voisins les Américains, qui connaissent assez bien la valeur de l'argent, ne 
donnent à leur président que la somme de $25,000. Si l'on proportionnait le 
salaire au nombre d'habitants, les Etats-Unis ayant 20,500,000 habitants et le 
Canada 1,500,000, le salaire du gouverneur du Canada ne s'élèverait pas à plus 
de $1,825. Mais, comme d'après ce que nous avons dit plus haut, il faut con
sulter un peu l'honneur et la dignité, nous pensons que personne ne trouverait à 
redire à un salaire de moitié moindre que le salaire actuel; néanmoins, avant d'en 
venir la, il vaudrait mieux tenter de le faire payer en entier par le trésor im
périal. 

21° Une adresse à la reine au sujet du rappel des lois de la navigation. 
Cette adresse du parlement du Canada devrait être d'un grand poids en Angle
terre, et peut-être hâter la passation d'un acte à cet égard. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 

C O 

Nov1 10/48 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I shall only write you a few lines to day as I find on my return to Town 
(2 days ago) so much to do that I have not time for more, but I will not let 
this mail 30 without saying that I shd be very glad to know more fully your 
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opinion upon the subject just mentioned in your last letter of the practicability 
of making an arrangement for reducing our Military expenditure in Canada & 
in return taking upon this Country the salary of the Governor. Of course this 
principle ca not be adopted in Canada without being acted upon more generally, 
but for many reasons I am of opinion that it wa be right— 
Indeed it is curious enough that before Peel stated his opinion to this effect last 
Session I had already expressed it (wh. I have no reason to believe him to have 
been aware of) in giving evidence before the Commee on Miscellaneous Estimates 
— With regard to the Salaries of Governors the reasons for charging them upon 
the British Revenue are so obvious that I need not dwell upon them, the great 
question is can we safely meet this expense by reducing colonial Military 
Expenditure? My own opinion is that we might, & that this is to be effected by 
laying down the rule that Colonial Barracks & fortifications, except as regards 
some particular fortresses of importance to the Empire rather than to the 
individual Colony, are to be paid for by the Colonies themselves, & also that 
the Troops we keep up are to be confined to these great Garrisons & to what 
are requisite for repelling any probable attack from some great civilized power, 
what are wanted for the maintenance of internal tranquillity & the protection 
of the lives & properties of the Colonists to foe provided by themselves — This 
rule with regard to Barracks & fortifications wa be a very important one— 
The expense incurred in the Colonies under this Kind since the peace exceeds 4. 
Millions & has been probably increasing till of late Years it has exceeded £300.000 
a Year. In old times as you are aware these expenses were entirely defrayed 
by the Colonies. The American Provinces now the U. States had wonderfully 
little help from the Mother Country in all their wars with the Indians & even 
with the French & Dutch — To this day the fortifications of Jamaica have 
not been transferred to the Ordnance but remain under the charge of the Colonial 
Authorities — The service is I believe thoroughly ill performed by the Ordnance 
& the only check wh. seems to me likely to be effective on the waste of money 
wh. has been going on is to place the management in the hands of the local 
authorities leaving them also to provide for the expense — In Belgium it is the 
practice to make the Towns where the Troops are Quartered provide Barracks 
for them & they are very glad t l0] do so in consideration of the advantage wh. 
they derive from the Military expenditure & the presence of the Troops. In 
the same manner I think that we might call upon the Colonies to provide Bar
racks for the Troops as the condition of our furnishing them.— Of course there 
must be exceptions to this rule —• In important fortresses the Barracks Must 
continue to belong t [0] the Ordnance as well as the works of defence as they 
are so much connected together, but I think the number of fortresses wh. sha 

be considered "Imperia l" might be very greatly reduced—• In Canada I wa 

confine them to Quebec & to Kingston harbour to secure the communication 
with the sea & a hold upon the Lakes — In the other N. American provinces 
I am aware of no other position except Halifax of wh. we need undertake the 
maintenance— 

I have writen this very hastily & it is a subject on wh. if I had had time 
I cd have said a great deal but perhaps what I have said is enough to enable 
You generally to understand my views & I shd be very much obliged to you if 
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you will consider the subject & let me have your opinion fully upon it as soon 
as you can for the time for preparing the Estimates is now at hand & we must 
if we are to do anything towards the change of policy this Year come to a very 
early decision upon it. You will of course understand that if the charge I 
propose were t t 0 ] be thrown upon the Colonies the existing Barracks sha be 
given up to them — In Canada you hint at a reduction of force as being also 
practicable — I t wa be of Great importance t l0] us to effect this, as you Must 
be sufficiently aware from the tone of last Sessions debates how urgent is the 
need of a reduction of expenditure, & unless Military & Naval Establishments 
can be diminished this is impossible 

(signed) GREY 
[Endorsed] 

Nov1 10/48 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 
Pri-vate 

MONTREAL Oct 19—1848 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

The Packet with your letters of the 30th Sep*r has reached New York but 
our mail has not yet arrived— I need hardly therefore trouble you with a letter.— 
I write however one line to say that I think it probable our Par* will not meet 
till January— Meanwhile my Ministers are getting their measures ready — I 
am frequently asked whether I have recieved any communication on the subject 
of the Post office.— I t is very desirable that we should be able to settle this 
matter next Session as the public mind is excited about it— I trust also that I 
shall succeed in getting our tariff modified and its more objectionable features 
expunged. 

M r Merrit my new Councillor informs me that he is preparing a written 
statement of his plans for encreasing the prosperity of the Colony, which he will 
place in my hands in a few days. He is considered sanguine speculative and 
not very safe— but on the other hand he is unquestionably a man of large 
views and it is of great importance to kindle hope in the Public mind, for there 
is among the mercantile classes more especially much sullen discontent I fear 
at present. 

Very truly Your's 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Oct. 19/48 

Lord Elgin 
Reca Nov r 12 
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Private 
MONTREAL—Oct. 25 1848 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I can well understand that you require rest after your toils. As respects 
this quarter there is nothing I think at the moment to give you much anxiety or 
trouble although in the unsettled state of the World it will not do to slumber 
at any post—more particularly in the immediate vicinity of a territory which 
may be Cass's within a Fortnight. 

I am not surprised at what you say in your letter of the 27*11 Sepr respecting 
the unwillingness of British Statesmen and the H. of C. to make efforts and 
sacrifices for the preservation of the Colonies. I ventured some time ago to 
liken myself to the Captain of a vessel who navigates under a shrewd impression 
that the owners are thinking more of the proceeds of the Policy of insurance 
than of the safety of the ship.1 I do not think the illustration a very faulty one 
although it had no reference to your own sentiments or those of the Gov*—. 

We shall see what my speculative Minister M r Merrit will bring forth. Our 
greatest present danger arises from the impossibility of getting money on any 
terms and the consequent paralysis of all trading operations. Your English 
Capitalists who are buying up large portions of the United States Loan will not 
look at our Provincial Securities— Private credit is equally low— I t begins, 
I fear, to be whispered in many quarters— " so far from our deriving any 
advantage from being Colonists, England would trust us much more readily 
if we were to cast her off for ever!" 

Yrs very sincerely 
ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Oct—25/48 
L a Elgin 

Reca Nov1 14 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

Belgrave Square 
Nov1 16/48 

M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I have received within two days of each other your letters of the 19th & 
25 t t of Octr—I shall send you by tomorrows mail a Despatch2 wh. is of some 
importance with reference to your observations on the stagnation of trade & 

1 See above p. HI. 
2 Printed oelow, Appendix X. 
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want of credit in Canada & to the effects wh. these are producing on mens 
Minds in the Colonies.—I refer to the Despatch in wh. I have transmitted t M , 
you copies of Major Robinson's report on the Quebec & Halifax railway.1 I 
think this report a very able one, & in spite of the discouraging opinion of your 
late prudent & matter of fact minister M r Sullivan,2 I confess I am greatly bit 
with the plan, & have a very strong desire to carry it into effect—Nor do I 
quite despair of being able to do so, if the Colonies come forward handsomely, 
because tho' the economical fever is very strong upon John Bull at this moment, 
the desire to promote emigration is also a reigning fancy of the day, & as nothing 
certainly wd do near so much to promote emigration as undertaking this rail
way I think we might carry a plan for this wh. did not promise to throw a very 
heavy charge upon the country. I 

You will see that in my Despatch I have suggested different modes of carrying 
the scheme into execution but have carefully avoided giving an opinion in 
favour of any one of them or of doing anything at all. I was obliged to observe 
this caution because as yet I have had no opportunity of consulting any of my 
colleagues on the subject, nor do I know how our ways and means may be for 
meeting any considerable charge, but in writing privately to you I need not be 
so much afraid of committing myself & I have therefore no hesitation in saying 
that I think if the project is to go on at all by far the best measure W1 be to 
raise the whole sum of 5 millions in this country by the creation of stock & 
then have the work executed by contract.— I t ca not I suppose be less than 
5 Years in progress, or say even it cd be done in 3, this wd only make it necessary 
to raise in each Year about £1.700.000 no very formidable amount on our stock 
exchange. I presume the money w3 be easily got at somewhat less than 3f per 
cent, creating for the whole loan an annual charge to be divided between the 
Colonies & the Mother County of about £185.000 even supposing that the traffic I 
did nothing more than pay itself — Now this is a charge wh. I think there 
ought to be little difficulty in providing for, & wh. it wd be well worth while , 
incurring for the great political objects wh. wd be gained (in addition t M the 
commercial ones) by such a work. There is one source from wh. I believe the 
whole money might be got at once without being felt as the slightest burthen 
anywhere. You are aware that the timber duties are the last remaining duties 
of any importance wh. are of a highly protective character. The duty *on B sh N. 
American Timber is a nominal one while that upon Baltic timber is still if I 
remember right as much as 15/ a load. Now if the former duty were raised to 
the same amount as the latter, I believe there can be no doubt that it wa yield 
more than the whole required amount of revenue, but I hope to have tomorrow 
more accurate information on this subject wh. I will send you. If I am right in 
my calculations it seems to me that there is no source from wh. the interest of 
the proposed loan ca be so well provided — In this Country the tax certainly wd 

not be felt & my firm conviction is that N. Brunswick & Canada wa rather gain 
than lose by getting rid of the protection. The evidence upon this point of ; 
Major Robinson's report is most curious, you will see that he describes the ; 
Province of N. Brunswick with capabilities of the very highest order as an agri-

x This report is dated 31 August, 1848, and was presented to both Houses of Parliament, 
February, 1849. See, Parliamentary Papers [10S1] (1849, vol. XXXV). 

2 See "below, Appendix XIII. 
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cultural country, actually unable to feed her own population because her industry 
has been to so great an extent artificially misdirected towards the timber trade, 
wh. like every other protected trade is liable to such reverses as that wh. it is now 
suffering from the great check to railway works in this Country wh. has reduced 
so much the demand for sleepers & indeed for timber of all kinds. The same 
argument applies tho' with less force to Canada. I believe that both Provinces 
wd at this moment be infinitely richer than they are, if for the last 20 Years their 
timber had had no advantage in our market, & less of their capital & industry 
had consequently been diverted from the improvement of the soil — I do not 
however expect the Colonists to believe (nor do I think you shd tell them) that 
they wa be gainers by the simple abolition of the protection they now have for 
their timber, but what I do think might be cautiously suggested to some of their 
leaders, is that this w*1 be a very cheap price to pay for a work of such infinite 
importance to them as the projected railway. I t might be pointed out to them 
that this last relic of an abandoned system is not likely at any rate to be long pre
served, & that it wd be very good policy for them to come forward themselves & at 
once propose that it sha be given up as the mode of providing for the interest 
of the debt to be created by the construction of the railway. One great advan
tage of such a mode of raising the income required wa be that it wa obviate any 
necessity for apportioning the charge between the Mother County & the 3 Prov
inces a division it wa be very difficult to effect without dispute. In this Country 
it w3 also be felt that this was a much safer way of ensuring the contribution of 
the colonies than trusting to their paying annually any fixed sum from their 
revenue. Such are some of the reasons in favor of this proposal, if I had time 
I ca enumerate many more but they will no doubt occur to yourself.— But 
advantageous as I believe this measure wa be, it is one wh. ca not I think be pro
posed with the slightest chance of success, unless by the Colonies themselves.— 
The question is therefore whether the Colonies cd be prevailed upon to suggest it? 
this is a question for your consideration & that of Sir E. Head. — Should this 
idea be found to be incapable of being acted upon, I do not think the Colonies 
ought to provide a less amount towards the annual charge than l / 3 a of the whole, 
I mean that this shd be provided among them & that it sha be l / 3 d of the charge 
after deducting any profits arising from the traffic.— I further attach great 
importance to the proposal I have thrown out in my Despatch that the hitherto 
ungranted lands in all the provinces within a certain distance of the line (say 
10 miles) shd be invested in the hands of Commrs to be made use of towards 
promoting the object in view. I believe that the sale of these lands if judiciously 
managed wd go some way towards extinguishing the debt incurred for the Rail
way & w3 at the same time be of great use in promoting Emigration.—The pros
pect of this wa command the support of a very large number of the members of 
the H. of Commons including most of the Irish—If this Notion sha be adopted 
I wa suggest that the Cornm18 to whom these lands shd be assigned in trust shd 

be one member of the Executive Council of each of the 3 Provinces & the two 
Engineer Officers Major Robinson & Captn Henderson who have conducted the 
surveys. Very large powers sha be given to them as Comm13 not only for the 
management of the lands thus granted but for making all the arrangements for 
the construction of the railway— You will perceive that all I have said is merely 
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intended as throwing out suggestions wh. I think might be made to your Execu
tive Council, but of course only as from yourself, & if it shd appear to you that 
they wd be favourably received by your advisers & by the Assembly— I shall 
send privately an extract from this letter to Sir E. Head with whom & with Sir 
J. Harvey you will probably communicate upon this subject — 

I have inflicted upon you so long a letter on this Subject that I will not enter 
upon any other — 

(Signed) GREY. 

Earl of ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

I find that the reports you sent home about the Post Office1 was referred 
tt0] the Treasury on the 22nd of July & that no answer has yet been received here— 
I have sent to remind them & to urge a speedy decision — 

I send you two Copies of -a pamphlet2 in answer to Molesworth wh. is worth 
looking at — 

[Endorsed] 
Nov 16/48 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

CO. 
Nov. 24/48 

MY DEAR ELGIN. 

In continuation of my letter by the last mail'I now write to say that I have 
ascertained by enquiry that a duty of 7s/6 imposed upon Colonial timber w3 

more than suffice to provide for the interest of the loan wh. it wa be necessary to 
raise if we shd determine to construct the Quebec & Halifax Railway.—The 
further consideration I have given to the subject since I last wrote to you has 
confirmed my opinion that we ought to undertake this work, & that we might 
with advantage combine with it the expenditure of another million (making it 
6 millions in all) on the settlement of emigrants on the line— I am also satisfied 
that the imposition of the duty I have mentioned w3 be by far the best mode we 
ca adopt of providing for the interest of the loan, it wd be the only one free from 
the great objections I see to calling upon the Provincial Legislatures to provide 
for an annual payment to the Bsh. Treasury. By adopting this plan we shd be 
enabled to avoid calling upon the Provinces to contribute anything but the land 
wh. wa be wanted.— This last I think we sha be bound to ask for — The hitherto 
ungranted lands traversed by the railway sha as I have already proposed be placed 
in the hands of Comm13, but if the Home Gov11* provides the whole of the money 
wanted for the railway, it sha in return have the proceeds of the land for a sink-

1 See above p. S50. This report was transmitted in a despatch of 19 Nov., 1847 (G. 461, p. 
ltO) 

2 This pamphlet is not in the collection. 
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ing fund & to promote Emigration, & the Commrs to be named shd therefore be 
selected by the Home Gov11* & represent its interests, instead of being as I before 
proposed members of the Provincial administrations1— The lands already 
granted wh. are wanted for the Railway each Province shd take upon itself to 
buy; this I consider of great importance because experience at home convinces 
me that if this Land had to be purchased by Comm™ representing the Imperial 
Gov11* the prices wh. wa have to be paid wa be excessive. It occurs t M me that 
my proposal in my official Despatch to impose a rate upon granted lands traversed 
by the railway might with advantage be adopted for the purpose of paying for 
land requiring to be purchased & for this only. This wa make each township or 
other district, merely give the land wanted for the railway, & the individual 
proprietors who wa have to give up what belongs to them wa no doubt sell on 
much better terms when the payment was to come from their own district than 
if it were t[0] be drawn from the British or even the Colonial Treasury. I enclose 
a paper I have had prepared for me at the Bd of Trade2 wh. will show how 
little a duty of 7/6 a load wd. be likely to affect the demand in this country for 
Colonial timber— You will observe how singular it is that the variations in the 
amount of protecting duty on Colonial timber sha have produced so little effect 
on the proportion of it consumed, & that the per centage of the whole importation 
of timber into this Country wh. has come from the Colonies has continued so 
nearly the same. The explanation I believe to be that Colonial timber is far 
better than Baltic for certain purposes & especially for internal fittings in houses 
& for packing cases. If the duty I have mentioned were imposed I learn that 
it wa only be from 10 to 13 per cent on its selling price, whereas Baltic timber 
pays a duty equal to from 24 to 27 per cent. I am persuaded that this duty w3 

not be in the slightest degree felt by the Colonies, & that they w*1 make an excel
lent bargain if in consideration of the partial surrender of a protection wh. it is 
irrational to suppose that they can long keep they can obtain the great advantage 
of the construction of the railway by Bsh. Capital. 

I have sent tn0] Sir E. Head extracts from my letters to you to explain to 
him my views, but I have not sufficient confidence in the discretion of Sir J. 
Harvey to venture to do so, if therefore you sha find that such a plan as I have 
proposed wd be well reca in Canada it w3 be advisable that you sha Suggest it to 
him, as from yourself; it is of great importance that we shd be able to determine 
our course before Pari* meets so that if as I hope we sha bring forward the 
measure we may be able to do so at the very beginning of the Session — 

(Signed) GREY. 
THE EARL OF ELGIN. 

1 S e e above p. 252. 
2 This document is not in the collection. 
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[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL—Nov—16. 1848. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I am very desirous to obtain for you such a report on Immigration or 
Colonisation as you wish for, having the sanction of the Executive Gov* of 
Canada, (for private opinions of mine on the subject without such sanction 
would not, I fear, answer your purpose) but it is not so easy as you may suppose, 
to comply with this requirement. My new President of the Council, MM Mer-
ritt, differs, as I gave you to believe he would, materially from M r Sullivan on 
these matters. In some respects his views are much more conformable to your's 
than Sullivan's are. He is averse to all gratuitous alienations of land, and wd 

desire by pushing improvements, and rendering the Public Lands & Canals pro
ductive, to atchieve the result of paying off the Public debt, charging upon the 
revenue derived from these sources the whole expenses of the civil Gov*,, and 
doing away with Import Duties altogether. Unquestionably if this end were 
attained it would be a great thing for England— All the more important if 
America reimposes, as she threatens to do, her Protective Tariff— But situated 
as we are, without either money or credit, Public or Private, it is exceedingly 
difficult to move a step in the right direction. I do not think that you are blind 
to the hardships which Canada is now enduring, but I must own I doubt much 
whether you fully appreciate their magnitude, or are aware of how directly they 
are chargeable on Imperial legislation. Stanley's Bill of 1843 attracted all the 
Produce of the West to the S* Lawrence, and fixed all the disposable capital of 
the Province in Grinding mills, Warehouses, and forwarding establishments— 
Peel's Bill of 1846. drives the whole of this Produce down the New York channels 
of communication, destroying the Revenue which Canada expected to derive 
from Canal dues, & ruining at once Mill owners, Forwarders, & Merchants. The 
consequence is that Private Property is unsaleable in Canada, and not a shilling 
can be raised on the credit of the Province. We are actually reduced to the dis
agreeable necessity of paying all Public officers, from the Gov1 Gen1 downwards, 
in debentures, which are not exchangeable at par. What makes it more serious 
is that all the prosperity of which Canada is thus robbed is transplanted to the 
other side of the lines as if to make Canadians feel more bitterly how much 
kinder England is to the children who desert her than to those who remain faith
ful. For I care not whether you be a Protectionist or a Free Trader, it is the 
inconsistency of Imperial legislation, and not the adoption of one Policy rather 
than another, which is the bane of the Colonies. I believe that the conviction 
that they would be better off if they were annexed is almost universal among 
the commercial classes at present; and the peaceful condition of the Province 
under all the eireumstances of the time is I must confess often a matter of great 
astonishment to myself.. I do not say all this in a tone of reproach but that 
you may understand how we are situated, and how necessary it is for me to be 
cautious lest I irritate sores which can only be healed by patience— I am very 
much afraid of urging my Advisers to commit themselves to great schemes on 
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Emigration or other subjects of this class lest they should include conditions to 
which the Imperial Gov* would not accede and become thus an additional cause 
of dissention— I have requested Merritt to put his plans in such a shape that 
they can be submitted to you in order that we may see whether we can reduce 
them to dimensions in which they may be made really conducive to the interests 
of Canada and of the Empire at large. It is a curious proof of the dissatisfaction 
(not political but commercial) which now exists in Canada that although Merritt 
has been hitherto looked upon rather as a speculator and visionary his appoint
ment to office was hailed by all parties—All appearing to concur in the opinion 
that something must be done—that it was better to make a rash move in advance 
than to stand still. This is a state of the Public mind in which you will at once 
percieve that much circumspection may be necessary on my part;— 

I am very anxious about the Post office—having twice in my speeches from 
the throne informed the legislature that the matter was to be arranged to their 
satisfaction it is of great importance that I should be able in January next to 
apprize them that I have kept my promise. I find by a letter which I have 
recieved from Sir E. Head that there has been some delay in communicating 
with you from New Brunswick— But as I believe they adopt our views on the 
subject without qualification I trust that you will be able to furnish me with 
your decision upon the proposal we have sent home before the Legislature meets— 

I hear every now & then of emissaries from the New York Irish con
federates, and I have reason to believe that gentry of this class are dropping in 
among us occasionally—but I hardly think they can have anything very serious 
in hand at present.—Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
I shall write in my next concerning the CBs 

[Endorsed] 
Novr 16/48 
Lord Elgin 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

CO. 

Dec" 1/48 

MY DEAR ELGIN 

There has been no meeting of the Cabinet, but since I last wrote to you I 
have had an opportunity of consulting several of my Colleagues who are in Town 
on the subject of the Quebec Railway. We have all agreed as to the great 
importance of the object to be gained by undertaking such a work, but at the 
same time we feel that in the present state of our finances (wh— I am sorry t M 

say is far from improving, the revenue for the current quarter being exceedingly 
unsatisfactory) there will be very great difficulty in obtaining the assent of Pari* 
to any proposal for charging this Country with any additional burthen whatever 

8337—17 



258 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

for the sake of executing a great public work on the other side of the Atlantic— 
You know that the ultra economists do not conceal their wish to get rid of the 
Colonies altogether rather than continue to incur any expense for them, & there 
will not be wanting many persons to contend that if we are to promote the con
struction of any Railways by assistance from the public purse our first object 
sha be to complete the great Irish lines.— I t will require therefore much further 
deliberation before we can resolve on bringing forward such a proposal as I have ! 
described to you in my last letters, even if the Provincial Legislatures sha be 
ready to come forward & express their willingness to assent to the imposition of ! 
the increased duty upon Colonial Timber, but without such a declaration from , 
them it is Quite clear we ca not suggest it to Parlm*— I am therefore most 
anxious t l0] know as soon as possible what is the view wh. is taken of this subject ' 
in Canada?— As your Pari* does not meet till January there wd not be time ¡ 
for us to receive any account of its proceedings on this subject before we deter- » 
mine upon the measures we must propose at the commencement of our own J 
Session, but I do not anticipate any difficulty on the part of the Cabinet in accept
ing resolutions of your Executive Council as to what they wd be prepared to pro
pose to the Provincial Legislature as expressing the opinions of that body;— 
considering the confidence wh. the Assembly has shown in your present advisers 
I think we might safely do this— What I regard then as indispensable to enable 
us to bring forward any plan for promoting the construction of the railway is 
that you shd be able in an official Despatch to transmit to me resolutions of your 
Executive Council declaring their opinion that it wa be for the benefit of the 
Province to consent to the imposition of a duty of 7/6 a load on Canadian timber 
with the view of providing the means of executing the projected railway, & also 
pledging themselves to propose & support to the utmost in their power in the ' 
Provincial Legislatures measures for placing at the disposal of the Home Gov* in t 
the event of its undertaking the work, the land required for its construction, & p 
also the still ungranted lands of the Crown of wh. the value will be raised by the I 
construction of the Railway. I shd not object t[0] this being accompanied by a j 
condition that an account sha be kept by the Commrs of the Railway of the ex- * 
penditure upon it & of the receipts, & that whenever the debt incurred sha have j 

been discharged by these receipts whether from the sale of Land or from the traf- j 
fie the lands still undisposed of sha revert to the Provinces & the Railway sha be f 
considered as the property of the three Provinces jointly. I am far from being 
able to undertake (this I repeat' for it is very essential there shd be no mistake 
on that head) that even if the Province sha be ready to assent to these terms, 
the Cabinet wa determine upon recommending the measure to Pari*—but I think 
there is such a reasonable prospect of our doing so as to justify your explaining 
the plan in strict confidence to your Council as one wh-— we have had under 
consideration & on wh. we are anxious to have their opinion. You may therefore 
if you think it advisable communicate to them the information respecting the 
probable operation of an alteration of the Timber duties contained in the enclosure 
in my last letter, but you must take care that what has occurred to me must be 
made Known to them in the strictest confidence; à only for the purpose of assist
ing their Judgment, & that in any resolutions they may come to & wh. you may 
transmit to me officially no allusion must be made to my suggestions, as it is 
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absolutely necessary that we sha reserve to ourselves the most complete liberty 
to decline submitting any proposal to Pari* if circes [sic] before the opening of 
the Session shd render that course in our opinion advisable— I must add that it 
wa very much indeed tend to facilitate our coming to a determination favorable 
t[0] the plan if you ca in recommend8 it to us also propose on behalf of the Prov
ince some reduction of the charges we now incur there, & particularly the Military 
expenditure— 
There is one portion of the latter wh— if the Province were to take upon 
itself it wa I think be of great advantage to us— I allude to the Barracks & 
fortifications— I am convinced that a distant authority like the B a of Ordnance 
cannot possibly manage a service of this kind with economy, & that much money 
might be saved by a transfer t M the Provincial Gov11* of the property in the 
existing Barracks & of the duty of providing both accommodation for the Troops 
& such works of defence as it may consider necessary— In making such an 
arrangement I sha propose to except the Citadel of Quebec & the works at King
ston; the one as securing the navigation of the S* Lawrence, the other as main
taining a hold on the lakes, these I think that the Home Govn* might reasonably 
be called upon to keep up but it wa effect a considerable saving if all the other 
Barracks & works were made over to the Province it being responsible for pro
viding proper accommodation for the Troops as the condition of our maintaining 
a Garrison— I t wd be a still more immediate & direct economy if you ca at the 
same time propose a reduction of our force in N. America & a concentration of 
that wh. we maintain there in the 3 or 4 places of most importance in the Prov
inces— Now that they have so completely all the advantages of self Gov* they 
ought to have some of its burthens, & while we maintain a regular force sufficient 
to defend the Provincial Capitals & principal fortresses & to support any local 
force in the event of war or disturbance, the Colonists ought maintain [sic] for 
themselves the troops wanted in ordinary times to preserve the tranquillity of 
the Country— I conceive that the success of the measures to wh. I have now 
adverted might be greatly promoted by the settlement of Military Labourers 
along the line of-the projected railway but I must put off t[OJ another opportunity 
writing t[0] you upon this part of the subject—- I think I see the means of sur
mounting the difficulties pointed out by M r Sullivan serious as they are1— 

(signed) GREY 

T H E EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 

Dec11/48 

Ld Grey to Ld Elgin 

1 See below, Appendix XIII. 
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[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL—Nov1 22. 1848 

MY DEAR GREY, 

I send you herewith a newspaper containing an article on British N. 
American Politics taken from the North American Review1 which is considered 
I believe the most respectable of United States Periodicals*—It is interesting 
as shewing what a certain class of the more enlightened and moderate of our 
neighbours think of our prospects. The reviewer asserts broadly enough that 
a tithe of the concessions which have been granted to Canada would have 
secured the perpetual allegiance of the older Colonies and yet he seems to argue 
that these concessions lead in our case infallibly to seperation. This may 
however be less paradoxical than on the first blush it appears to be—for the 
situation of our present Colonies with the swaggering prosperous communities 
founded by their rebellious elder brethren along side of them is so different 
from that of the original thirteen who grumbled & quarrelled at a time when 
seperation from the Mother Country was a result which the boldest and bitterest 
hardly ventured to dream of, that it may not be altogether unreasonable to 
anticipate that similar causes may be attended in the two cases by very opposite 
consequences.—As a commentary on the review I send an article from the Pilot 
a sort of ministerial organ on the subject of the Usury Laws—I dare you [sic] 
will think the theory of Responsible Gov* therein propounded extravagant 
enough, but the fact is there is nothing which makes the Colonial Statesmen so 
jealous as rescripts from the Colonial office suggested by the representations of 
Provincial cliques or Interests who ought as they contend to bow before the | 
authorities of Gov* House Montreal, rather than those of Downing Street ' 

Nevertheless though I admit the hazards and difficulties of our position I 
do not think the issue so certain as the Reviewer pretends to believe it to be— \ 
If the Governor acts with prudence and is properly supported at home, I do ( 
not think it so impossible for him to reconcile his duties to the Colonists and . 
to the Metropolitan Gov* While on this subject I may observe that the * 
opposition Press here are now laboring to prove that I have entirely forfeited ( 
your Lordship's confidence, and that my recall will shortly be announced. I 
annex a paragraph with a statement to this effect. i 

I am greatly perplexed about the CB.'s. I do not like to recommend 
Sullivan & Draper to you without the Chief Justice who stands perhaps higher \ 
than either though the Representive [sic] of the Family Compact.—and then 
again I do not like to recommend three Upper Canada Judges particularly . 
when I have no name to suggest from Lower Canada. If Vallières whom I . 
found here in the situation of Chief Justice were still alive it would be easy 
to manage it for the French Canadians were very proud of him, but except 
Papineau & La Fontaine there are no marquant men among them now— 

This artiele is not in the collection. 
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The mail with your Despatches to the end of October has just arrived but 
I do not think that there is anything particular for me to notice—I am 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

THE PILOT 

TUESDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 21. 

The last Kingston Chronicle and News contains some interesting information 
on the subject of the Usury Laws. The Loan and Trust Co., incorporated some 
years ago, is, of course, much interested in obtaining the repeal of this antiquated 
law; and it is only to be regretted that they have evinced such utter stupidity 
in their proceedings. The Chronicle publishes a letter from Mr. Hawes, Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to a Mr. Auldjo, informing him that Earl 
Grey has directed the Governor General of Canada to recommend to Parliament 
the Repeal of the Usury Laws. Mr. Hawes shews by his letter how little he is 
fitted for his responsible position. Both Earl Grey and Mr. Hawes have, on 
several occasions, announced most distinctly their adherence to the system of 
Responsible Government in Canada, and nothing can be more obvious than 
that it is wholly inconsistent with that system to address such letters to persons 
like Mr. Auldjo. The Chronicle and News ought to know, though from his 
editorial remarks he appears not to know, that this question cannot be submitted 
to Parliament, as a Ministerial measure, unless the Administration recommend 
it. Holding, as we do, a very strong opinion in favour of the total repeal, or at 
least the modification, of the Usury Laws, we have noticed with regret, not 
unmingled with disgust, the course taken by the Loan and Trust Co. and their 
friends. Instead of attempting to produce an influence on public opinion in 
Canada, where discussion is so necessary and where the facts, which the 
Chronicle does not publish, might produce the desired impression, the Loan 
and Trust people keep boring Lord Grey and Mr. Hawes, who have no influence 
whatever in the matter, and who have their opinions quite formed already. 
All this, we repeat, evinces very great stupidity on the part of Mr. Auldjo and 
his friends; and Mr. Hawes evinces very little knowledge of his duty in not 
pointing out at once to these gentlemen what they ought to do. 

Our impression is, that there is very little probability that the Governor 
General will be advised to recommend any measure to Parliament regarding the 

The 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Novr 22/48 
Ld Elgin 

[Enclosures] 
No. 1 



262 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

[Enclosure] 

Usury Laws, because it is hardly probable that the present Cabinet will be more ^ 
unanimous than the last on the subject. I t so happens that gentlemen who agree * 
on most other political questions, are at variance on that of the Usury Laws. 
Mr. Sherwood could not induce Mr. Cameron or Mr. Morris to make the j 
modification of the Usury Laws a Cabinet question; and it is pretty well known 
that Mr. Baldwin has so strong an opinion against any change in this law that 
there can be little hope of its being made a Cabinet question in any Ministry ; 
of which he forms a part. On the other hand, it is well known that the , 
Inspector General is in favour of the total abolition of the Usury Laws ; and as 
other members of the Administration entertain the same views, or at least are 
prepared to move forward to a certain extent, we have no doubt that a measure ¡ 
will be introduced, and we are not without hope that it will be carried. But we > 
must say that nothing is more calculated to injure the cause than the slightest fc 

appearance of Downing-street dictation, which has been evoked by the foolish 
appeals of Mr. Auldjo, who is one of that class of Tories who have learned 
nothing and forgotten nothing. And we are often inclined to think that however 
liberally the Secretaries of State may speak in Parliament on Colonial matters, [ 
they often forget, when writing their despatches, that measures can no longer 
be submitted to the Canadian Parliament at their dictation. * 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, Nov. 22, 1848. 

No. 2. 
We find the following in the correspondence of the Quebec Mercury. We 

have some reason to think that the writer is well informed:— 

MONTREAL, Nov. 17, 1848. t 

' Pay no attention to the assertions made by the Pilot, and papers of 
that political stamp that Lord Elgin is not going home. - í have the very 
best authority, not from any one in Canada, but from a gentleman in / 
London, well informed of all that is going on in the Colonial Office, for 
saying that Lord Elgin and the Colonial Secretary do not set their horses I 
at all well together, and that the Home Government is by no means satisfied j 
with the present aspect of affairs in this country. I t is true that Lord 
Elgin and the people about him strenuously deny the truth of these state
ments, but I shall never have been more mistaken in my life, if they do 
not turn out to be true.' 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private WOBTJRN ABBEY 

Dec* 15/48 
M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I have reea to day your letter of the 22nd of Novr, this & your letter by 
the last mail certainly prove that there is much ground for anxiety in the 
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present state of affairs & of opinion in our N. American Provinces, but it is 
consolatory to think that whatever may be the result the policy we have 
pursued is that wh. affords the best chance of Maintaining the connection 
between them & this Country— I t is amusing enough that the Newspapers in 
the Colony shd gravely inform their readers that we cannot get on together & 
that you are to be recalled— No wonder however that the Provincial Papers 
sha venture upon such lies when the Morning Chronicle here under the guidance 
of Lincoln is equally regardless of truth.— 
By the next mail I hope to hear from you what you think of my project about 
the railway & the timber duties, the more I consider the subject the more desir
ous I am that it sha be adopted, but it is not the less clear that it cannot be 
so unless the proposition for a modification of the protecting duty on timber 
shd come from the Colonies— If this had been doubtful before, your last letter 
& your account of the effect upon Colonial interests & upon opinion of our 
changes of commercial policy in the article of corn wa be quite conclusive against 
trying any more experiments upon the patience of the Colonists in such mat
ters— 
Our Pari* is to meet on the Is* of Feby & one of our first measures I hope the 
first will be the repeal of the Navigation Laws it wa I think be of use to us in 
the battle we shall have on this subject, if you wd send as before another good 
strong Despatch upon it, nor wd there be any harm in a joint address to the 
Queen or petition to Pari* from the two houses of Your Legislature 

(Signed) GREY 
[Endorsed] 

Dec1 15/48 
La Grey to Ld Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 
MONTREAL—NovW 30, 1848. 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

While so much that is malignant and unjust is propounded by interested 
parties with respect to Colonial affairs, which being out of sight are the most 
convenient topics for calumny to fix on, it may not perhaps be amiss to invite 
you to bestow a moment's glance on Canada.— to contrast what is with what 
might have been here: and to observe how far the satisfactory position of our 
relations with the Mother Country, and the absence of disturbance and political 
excitement among us, is distinctly traceable to the mode in which under instruc
tions from you the Imperial authority deposited in the hands of the local Gov* 
has been administered.— Now I certainly possess in a greater degree than any 
one else can possibly have them, the means of presenting these matters in their 
true light— for, for two years, I have been in constant communication with 
the leading men of the Province— poring over the multitudinous records of 
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opinion which the local Press supplies— and with my hand on the popular pulse 
diligently noting its every beat.— And although I may not be regarded as 
altogether an indifferent Judge, because of course I am interested in the verdict 
to be rendered if the wisdom of our local administration be called in question, 
still I think I can almost undertake to promise that I will offer you a perfectly 
impartial opinion,—for, in the first place, amid the general wreck of systems 
and policies I take a great interest, apart from all personal feeling, in watching 
the results of the experiment which we are making here— and in the second 
because our system deserves credit, if any, on the score of its having prevented 
very great & formidable evils; whereas, it is not in the prevention of the growth 
of such evils, but in their successful extirpation after they have been allowed 
to attain maturity, that persons desirous of distinction should seek it in troublous 
times. 

Looking then calmly at the state of feeling and parties both here and in 
the States, and at all that has occurred during the last 12 months, with the 
utmost desire to see things exactly as they are, I have no hesitation in expressing 
my conviction, that if I had failed in conveying to the leaders of the liberal 
Party here (who form as the last General Election sufficiently proved the large 
majority) an impression of my perfect sincerity and fairness— if I had not 
(having thus prepared the ground) allowed constitutional principles to have 
full scope and play during the General Election and in the subsequent modification 
of my Cabinet, we should by this hour either have been ignominiously expelled 
from Canada, or our relations with the United States would have been in a most 
precarious condition — 

I cannot of course furnish you in a letter with a record of all the symptoms 
by the observation of which I have been enabled to draw this inference—but 
I may mention some of the more prominent grounds on which it rests — First— 
there was the French Revolution— now I am confident that if when that event 
occurred there had been a weak anti French Ministry in power here—if it had 
been imagined that such a Ministry was sustained by the sympathies of the 
Govr Gen1 and the Imperial authorities; Papineau's commonplaces against' 
British Aristocracy, Perfidy, humbug of Responsible Gov*, &c &c, would have 
been echoed in one assenting yell from the whole French population of Lower 
Canada—and hints more or less explicit of their determination when the fitting 
occasion should present itself to throw off the hated yoke would assuredly not 
have been wanting.— 

Then came the Irish movement, and the American Irish sympathy. Instead 
of being discountenanced in their endeavors to provoke an agitation here, the 
New York emissaries would, most infallibly, in the case which I have supposed, 
have found the bulk of the Irish Party here ready to respond to their most 
violent anti British propositions. A very slight acquaintance with American 
Politics enables one to affirm with tolerable confidence that if the reekless and 
powerful faction who were advocating in the States the annexation of Canada 
as a species of retaliation for British misdeeds in Ireland had recieved such 
encouragement from this side of the Border it would neither have been in the 
Power of the United States Gov* nor in its will pending the canvass for a 
Presidential Election to have restrained them—. 
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I need not press these conjectures further. It is difficult to imagine how we 
could have got out of the scrape, without a very serious sacrifice in money or 
honor or both, if American sympathy had manifested itself in overt acts, and an 
appeal to the Canadians to arm in self defense had been responded to by 
indifference or disaffection openly proclaimed—Nor is it easy to foresee to what 
extent this untoward conjuncture might have affected the allegiance of Her 
Majesty's Subjects in other parts of the Empire — what effect it might have 
had on the election of the President of the States. You may perhaps not have 
forgotten a curious anonymous letter of which I sent you a copy some months 
ago, & which I had recieved from the States,1 shewing how materially the success 
of our violent men here and the promulgation of their rebellious doctrines would 
tend to encrease Cass's chances for the Presidency. 

Now observe the contrast—We have had, it is true, our French Republican 
sympathy, soaring occasionally into the cloudy region of a sort of mystical 
sentimental treason: but this has only served to mark out Papineau and his 
adherents as a faction disconnected from the Body of the French Canadians 
who say, " we are satisfied with things as they are—we do not intend to rebel— 
and if Yankees come across the border to revolutionize us in spite of ourselyes 
we will give them as good as they bring "—We have had too our Irish excitement 
—But it has only given the body of the Respectable repealers an opportunity of 
protesting against the introduction of Irish Polities into Canada. On the whole 
I cannot doubt that the occurrences of the year must have produced on the minds 

even of of zealous annexationists in the States the impression that their only 
chance of getting Canada is to eschew violence and to drag her in by bonds of 
commerce & good fellowship — If we play our cards well I think we may prevent 
even that Policy from being successful. But at any rate it is a policy which as 
we have entered on the path of Free Trade rather tends to promote our present 
objects, and which suggests the hope, if the worst comes tt0] the worst, that our 
connexion—with Canada will terminate in a euthanasia— . 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The 

EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Nov1 30/48 
Lord Elgin 
Reca Dec121 

1 See above p . ISO. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private C O 

Decr 26/48 
M Y DEAR ELGIN— 

With reference to a confidential Despatch I have written to you by this 
mail I enclose a memorandum prepared for me by M r Smith of this Office.1 The 
subject to wh. it relates is one of great importance & great difficulty on wh. I 
sha be glad to have your opinion. My own is rather in favor of having no naval 
Establishment on the Lakes in peace. Any we have will only make the 
Americans have a larger one, & their superiority at the commencement of a 
War wa be less if both sides did nothing till the War began, we cd probably by 
sending out large means from here create a force almost as quick as they ca, but 
we certainly ca not afford to keep up permanently near so large a force as they 
can with the advantage of having all their resources at hand—I shall probably 
have to write to you again before the mail goes but while I think of it I send 
you this, & I must also thank you for your very interesting & satisfactory letter 
of Nov* 30*11 

I have no doubt that we are entitled to the credit of having prevented a 
great catastrophe in Canada, & of this I am glad to think by far the greater part 
belongs t M you.—What I can chiefly claim credit for is having seen the extreme 
danger of leaving a mere soldier as Govr General & recalled Your predecessor & 
persuaded you to succeed him— 
I am very anxious about the transfer of Ordnance Barracks &c to the Col1 Gov* 
on wh. I have already written to you—& I sha be glad to extend this to giving 
up the Canals also—This was I am told formerly proposed to the Col1 Gov11*3 

and declined—wd it not be better received now if such a proposal were renewed, 
it wa seem to me much better for the province to have the complete control of 
all the Canals & surely the receipt must now pay for repairs & superintendence, 
if not our enormous expenditure has indeed been wasted 

(Sa) GREY 

T H E EARL OW ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

[Endorsed] 
Decr 26/48 
Ld Grey to La Elgin 

Enclosing Memorandum by M r Smith respecting Naval Foree on the Lakes 
of Canada 

[Original MS] 
Private MONTREAL. Decr 6. 1848 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I eonfess I should view with considerable apprehension any attempt which 
might be made under existing circumstances to induce the Colony to assume 

1See below, Appendix XXXIII. 
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part of the charge for its military defence which has hitherto been defrayed 
by the Mother Country. The following are among the reasons which lead me 
to think that such a proposition would be at the present time inopportune. 
Firstly— It would encrease, I fear, the uneasy feeling which the free Trade 
Policy of the Mother Country and the language respecting the Dependencies of 
the Empire in which British Statesmen have of late years indulged both in and 
out of Parliament have tended to produce in the Colonial mind.—It would 
confirm the opinion, which already obtains too widely, that Great Britain begins 
to feel her Colonies a burden and a nuisance—that she desires to sever one by 
one the bonds that unite her to them—that the connexion will therefore be of 
but uncertain duration—and that annexation to the States must perforce be 
looked to as the inevitable goal, the only practical mode of terminating a 
provisional, and entering upon a definitive national existence.— 

Secondly— The finances of the Province are at the moment in a very 
unsatisfactory condition—The unproductive state of the Public works,- and the 
great falling off in the Import duties—too certain an indication, I fear, of general 
distress—have seriously affected the Revenue ; rendered it very difficult to make 
the necessary provision for the ordinary requirements of the public service ; and 
provoked a loud and not always very discriminating cry for economy & retrench
ment. Any proposal for placing new burdens on the Colony would be regarded 
at present therefore with especial disfavor. If the offer to relieve the Province 
of the charge of the Governor's salary were thus accompanied it would be 
deprived I fear of all its grace. 
and Thirdly— I must repeat what I have already more than once observed in 
writing to you on this and kindred subjects that Canada has a special claim 
for protection beyond any other Colony, because it is the fact of her connexion 
with Great Britain which exposes her to hostile aggression—She has no enemy 
to dread but the States, and they would cease to be dangerous to her if she 
were annexed. 

The same objections do not however in my opinion exist at least in the 
same degree to a reduction of the Military force here if the measure be accom
plished prudently, as one of economy, without unnecessary parade, and without 
calling on the colonists for any unwonted sacrifices— I do not indeed go the 
length of saying that I should consider even such a measure as this in itself 
desirable— Until the S* Lawrence has recovered some of the trade which has 
slipped away from it, and the commerce of the Province has in some degree 
rallied from the depression under which it labors, I should be disposed to 
contend that Englands' wisest policy is "Quieta ne moveré".—to bear patiently 
for a while the burden which Canada now imposes upon her, and to console 
herself with the reflexion that she has passed through the crisis of Free Trade 
and the Revolutions of 1848 without furnishing the occasion for mueh more 
serious expense and alarm. Looking however to the great and natural anxiety 
which exists for the diminution of our colonial military expenditure, I do think 
that if we get well through the winter, and the Americans under Taylor prove 
themselves to be in truth peacefully inclined, something material may be 
effected in this direction here without much risk, particularly if the Governor's 
salary be assumed by Great Britain— 
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For, let us for a moment consider with what views we maintain a military 
force here. I object, as I have already said, to your calling on the colonists to 
contribute to the cost of their own defense. I do not think that you can make 
such a proposal at present (for I do not, you will observe, commit myself as 
regards the future) without considerable hazard, or even with perfect fairness, 
situated as Canada is, unless you have determined to give her a gentle shove 
into the Union— You must therefore, according to My judgment, avoid any 
measure or proposition which would lead Canadians to imagine that Great 
Britain is less resolved and prepared than she has ever been to protect against 
aggression by British means and British Power this as well as other portions 
of the Empire. But, on the other hand, you have declared, and I see no reason 
why your acts should not correspond with Yr professions, that You do not 
intend to maintain the connexion with Canada against the will of the inhab
itants, and that having conceded free institutions and selfgovernment to the 
Colony you are by no means prepared to keep troops here to preserve internal 
quiet or to do Police duty— What You really want then is a sufficient body of 
troops to occupy the forts, to form a nucleus around which a great force mainly 
composed of militia may be gathered in case of regular warfare, and to give the 
peaceful residents on the frontier, who have the misfortune to dwell in the 
vicinity of a population combining the material force of high civilization with 
the loose political morality & organization of barbarous hordes, a reasonable 
security against marauding incursions— 

There are two ways in which America may give us serious annoyance here 
and occupation for our troops—either by going regularly to war with the view 
of wresting Canada from England, or by permitting bands of citizens under 
the denomination of fox hunters, buffalo hunters,—sympathisers, or what not, 
to invade this territory—If she prefers the former game I trust that it will be 
played out by Her Majesty's fleets off New York and Boston, and by my old 
friends the West India Regiments in Florida & South Carolina, as well as here 
by Regulars and Militia—And, as to the other species of desultory warfare, I 
must own that I have little apprehension that it will be attended with any 
material or permanent results unless there be wide spread disaffection in the 
Colony itself—Although, unquestionably, if we were to do nothing to defend 
the Colonists against such attacks, the borderers might concieve a just indigna
tion and listen to the suggestions of those who whisper to them that the honor 
of being subjects to Her Majesty is hardly worth the cost;— 

On the whole I am disposed to believe that what is essential in this matter 
might be atchieved in ordinary times with the aid of a smaller regular force 
than we have now in Canada—I would not ask the legislature to vote money 
for militia, or the towns to keep up barracks, because I think You would lose 
more in moral than You would gain in physical force by making such proposals 
—at the present time. But I would quietly, and sans phrase, remove the troops 
altogether from some points—reduce them in others, and aim at the eventual 
substitution of a Major Generals command for that of a L* General in Canada 
—I enclose a memorandum which has been drawn up by my military Secretary 
in which the mode by which the proposed object might be accomplished is 
sketched— I wish you however to look on this paper as "confidential" inasmuch 
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as it has been prepared without communication with the Military authorities, 
by whom I have no doubt it would be severely criticised—It suggests measures 
too which I should think it desirable to carry out gradually when the times are 
propitious rather than hastily or per saltum.— 

As regards the Governor's salary I deem it expedient that Great Britain 
should assume that charge rather with a view to future contingencies, and to 
calls which at a period more or less remote we may have to make on the loyalty 
and patriotism of Canadians, than in consequence of any present agitation or 
pressure. I certainly do not think that the people generally grudge much what 
they pay to the Governor— They are pretty well aware, I suspect, that they 
get the change in full out of His Excellency one way or other— Still, being 
higher than the Salary of the American President, and paid to one not elected 
by themselves, it is a mark to be aimed at by mob orators, or by economists of 
the doctrinaire school who who echo the genteel republicanism of Molesworth. 
Under most heads the argument from economy concludes clearly in favor of 
the connexion as against annexation— Still, there is an impression, which party 
writers and speakers in England do all they can to confirm, that monarchical 
forms and the propensities of that bugbear the Home Gov* are towards expense. 
If the Govnor, now the only officer appointed from England, were also paid 
from thence, I think it w3 then be manifest, at least to every individual in 
America, that, except as bearing on the interests of good Gov*, the colonial 
office could have no possible object in maintaining civil list or salaries 

Very sincerely yours' 

The ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
Dec* 6/48 
Lord Elgin 
Rec3 Decr 29/48 

[Enclosure] 
DISTRIBUTION os- TROOPS IN CANADA1 

Confidential MONTREAL 

6 December 1848 
Schedule of Military Stations in Canada 

Above 200 strong. 
Name of Station Infy Art* 
Quebec 989 177 
Montreal 966 183 
St Johns 278 
Kingston 758 138 
Toronto 490 9 
London 489 80 
Niagara 253 5 

1 This document is found in Miscellaneous Papers, Migin-Grey, 
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[Enclosure] 
Under 200 strong. 

Grosse Isle 103 
Sorel 77 
Chambly 74 
Isle Aux Nois 147 11 
Prescott 68 3 
Bytown 69 
Amherstburgh 100 7 

Staff of the Command 

A Lieutenant General and Two Major Generals with their personal Staffs. 
Dep ty Adj* Genls 

2 Asss Do. 
2 Dep*y Ass* Do. 

Dep ty Quarter M*er Gen1 

1 Ass* Do. 
2 Dep*y Ass* Do. 

Commissary General 
Deputy Do. 

12 Ass* Dep t y Do. 
12 D. Ass* Dep ty Do. 

Surgeon General of Hospitals 
2 Staff Surgeon 1s t Class 
5 Do. Do. 2a Class 
3 Staff Ass* Surgeons 
5 Officiating Chaplains 
3 Town Majors 
2 Fort Adjutants 
1 Town Sergeant 

In addition to the above, there are about ten small Posts varying in strength 
from 12 to 4 men each principally for the prevention of desertion. 

There are also 3 Troops of Provincial Cavalry—A most valuable force. 
Proposed reductions in the Military Force stationed at the under mentioned 

Posts. I n f y 

Quebec and Grosse Isle 100 
Montreal, St Johns, Chambly 350 
Kingston 200 
Toronto 290 
London . . 380 
Sorel 77 
Bytown 66 
Niagara 100 

1,563 
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[Enclosure] 

Note. In addition to the above I have no doubt that eventually from 500—to 
1,000 men may be safely withdrawn; but it would be advisable meanwhile to 
encourage the formation of Volunteer Artillery and Infantry Corps among the 
better class of the town populations which from the military spirit existing among 
them it would not be difficult to accomplish. 

Quebec 

Montreal 

St Johns 

Kingston 

Toronto 

Londo 

Niagara 

Grosse Isle 

This is the most important place in Canada & the fortifications 
being very extensive it is susceptible of a very trifling reduction of 
force, which however might be made to supply the detachment at 
Grosse Isle. 

Requires to be garrisoned as being the Seat of Government. I t 
is unfortified & the Barrack accomodation very defective. I think 
that the troops now stationed there might find the detachments at 
Chambly (if that Post be maintained) & at St Johns between which 
place & Montreal the communication by Railway is easy and 
expeditious.— 

An important point in the event of invasion as it stands at the 
head of Lake Champlain— The approach to it by water however is 
covered by the strongly fortified Post, Isle Aux Nois, about 20 miles 
lower down the Lake, & it can at a short notice be reinforced from 
Montreal.— The Barrack is fortified by a work of some strength. 

Here also the extensive fortifications demand the presence of a 
considerable body of troops— Perhaps a reduction might be effected 
by occupying the Barrack in the Town with one Wing only, and 
leaving a Battalion at Fort Henry which immediately adjoins the 
Town & forms its principal defence. 

I see no reason for keeping the force here at its present strength.— 
It possesses no fortifications, nor are there any apprehensions I believe 
of internal commotion.—One half the number of troops would be 
amply sufficient. 

Would be a valuable position for a reserved force in the event of 
hostilities, being the most central point between the Lakes Ontario, 
Erie & Huron.—At a distance from the frontier & surrounded by a 
quiet agricultural population the present garrison might be reduced 
to one Wing or even less. 

A fortified position of importance—The river is narrow & the 
Americans have a Fort on the opposite bank; so that the Works on 
our side should be kept in good repair (which I believe is not the 
case at present) & effectively manned. 

Notes on 2 a Schedule 

The Quarantine Station for Immigrants—The Detachment only 
remains there during the summer months. 
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[Enclosure] 

Sorel Residence of the Commander of the Forces 

Chambly A large Barrack—A detachment is stationed here, solely I 
conceive, for the purpose of occupying it. 

Isle Aux A most important fortified position in case of invasion by 
water.—It entirely commands the navigable channel of the Lake 
Champlain, & can be speedily reinforced from St Johns & Montreal. 

Prescott This town is in a very exposed situation for the attacks either 
of a regular or marauding force from the American side of the river 
St. Lawrence— 

Bytown A Town in the interior at the head of the Rideau Canal. 
Excepting that it stands in the centre of a somewhat unruly population 
I know of no reason for retaining the Detachment here— 

Amherst- A Fort on the river St Clair—The observation upon Niagara 
equally apply to this post— The American Fort on the opposite bank 
is at Detroit some miles higher up and has lately been renewed— 

Memorandum 

Referring to the foregoing notes I am of opinion that viewed strictly as a 
peace Establishment a reduction of about 2,000 rank and file may gradually be 
made on the Infantry force now stationed in Canada.— I t is assumed that 
3,000 men would be found sufficient to render the numerous fortified places on 
the banks of the St Lawrence and the Frontier Line secure against the sudden 
attacks of Insurgents or Foreign invaders—. These appear to me to be of the 
greatest importance, for the protection of the large towns, to. prevent an enemy 
from making incursions into the interior and thus exposing himself to be 
assailed in rear, and by affording shelter to our troops until the arrival of 
reinforcements should enable them to take the field— but they would obviously 
be a source of weakness were they so imperfectly armed as to be exposed to 
be taken by a " coup de Main " While however the Military force in Ganada 
should be strong enough for this purpose, I am of opinion that a considerable 
reduction might be effected at the several unfortified Towns and Barracks 
throughout the Province. Some of these Posts may perhaps be abandoned 
entirely, and others such as Toronto and London kept slightly garrisoned but 
always available for an increased force if necessary—. 

Under the head of General Staff a considerable saving might be effected— 
Indeed the Colony might perhaps be eventually converted into a Major General's 
command with experienced Colonels on the Staff stationed in the principal Towns 
at a distance from Head Quarters— The Departments of the Adjutant Gen1, 
Quarter Master Gen1, Commissariats and Medical would of course undergo a 
corresponding reduction— 
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[Enclosure] 

For reasons with which you are acquainted I have not consulted with the 
Military Authorities and am prepared to find that they take a very different 
view of the matter—They may say and say truly that in case of hostilities the 
existing force is hardly adequate to the protection of so long and exposed a 
frontier as Canada presents—. But it appears to me that the question is rather 
a political than a military one, and must be decided on grounds which can be 
better appreciated by the Statesman than the Soldier— Nor should it be 
overlooked that some of the most experienced and influential of the superior 
Officers stationed in this country must necessarily be somewhat biassed in their 
Judgment by recollections of the rebellions in suppressing which they played a 
distinguished part. Undoubtedly a greatly increased force would be required to 
enable us to cope with a regular invading army— Even a sudden irruption of 
Marauders or an insurrectionary movement might perhaps commit considerable 
depredations before a sufficient body of troops could be collected to crush them—. 
But to be in constant readiness to face such contingencies as these, the Military 
establishment of the Colony must be kept on a war footing—And in the present 
temper of the American Government with their small Army dispersed over their 
immense territory is invasion probable? or is the disposition of our own people 
such as to warrant much alarm on the score of Rebels or Sympathizers? 

The project of placing the Fortifications in charge of the Provincial 
Government appears to me at first sight to be open to grave objections, and one 
which should not be adopted without much consideration.— They have been 
erected at much cost to the Mother country, and must be carefully preserved, 
if, in case of necessity, the attempt to hold the country by force of arms be 
contemplated.— I t has sometimes occurred to me that the Canadian Rifle 
Regiment now 9,00 strong might with a slight change of organization and under 
the direction of one or two Engineer Officers be employed as a species of 
industrial Corps to repair and strengthen the Works especially in Upper Canada, 
as well as to garrison them— Without however dwelling on this or any other 
specific plan. I am inclined to think that the present defences may be kept up 
by the Imperial Government without incurring any very ruinous expenditure, 
and I should be loathe to see them intrusted to other hands— As to the Barracks 
if the Provincial Government can be persuaded to take charge of them I fear 
it will lead to constant squabbling between the Civil and Military authorities if 
not to more serious inconveniences— 

These hint® and speculations I venture to offer for consideration, although 
I have neither had the opportunity of enquiry, or consultation with experienced 
Officers, which I should have desired before addressing myself to.so important 
a subject. 

[Endorsed] 

Distribution of troops in Canada 

Private & Confidential 

Decr 8/48. 
9337—IS 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 

Private CO. 

Dec1 29/48 

MY DEAR ELGIN, 

I have today recd your letter of the 6*11 & I have but a moment to answer 
it as I have much to do before I go to Howick for a week tomorrow. Your 
reasons ags* making any proposal about the transfer of Barracks &c to the 
Province at present are conclusive, & you may be sure that I will never start 
any such proposal otherwise than in the most strictly private letters t[0] your
self until you think it may be safely made— In the mean time I am inclined 
to think with you that some reduction of force might be advisable tho' I sha 

be content with one much less extensive than that suggested in the enclosure 
to your letter, & if one Reg* can be spared reducing your effective force little 
more than 500 men it w3 probably be as far as it wa be safe to go at present— 
It may however be a question whether instead of sending home a Reg* it might 
not be better to reduce the strength of all the Regiments in Canada to about 
the same or perhaps rather a greater amount than this in all by offering favor
able terms to soldiers of good conduct to take their discharge— Maule has 
already been considering about organizing the Pensioners in N. America in the 
same way that this has been done at home where you know we have found 
the enrolled Pensioners an economical & most useful force. By allowing men 
of good conduct who have not served long enough to be entitled to pensions 
to obtain their discharge upon the condition that they shd serve as enrolled 
Pensioners 12 days in each Year gratuitously, & with the same rate of pay as 
the Pensioners (2/ a day) if wanted for a longer period, & permitting them to 
reckon two Years of this service as equivalent to one Year of actual service 
towards establishing a claim to pension, it appears to me that we sha at a very 
small expense indeed have all the advantage of their services on an emergency. 
This wa be much promoted if they cd have land assigned them for settlement 
& ca be assisted to settle somewhere in a body. By the aid of the labor of their 
comrades wh. I have no doubt w3 be cheerfully given for such a purpose a 
small patch of ground might soon be cleared for cropping this season, & a log 
house might be built, & with these advantages & the superintendence of a Staff 
Officer soldiers of good conduct w3 I shd think easily maintain themselves— 
The prospect of obtaining a discharge on these terms wa I think be an encour
agement to good conduct & a check to desertion— You will find in the mail a 
confidential Despatch wh. I have addressed to you on this subject as I do not 
think it right to take any measures for a reduction of the Force without a 
previous Official report from you— You will observe in this Despatch I have 
called for a report not only upon the amount of force but upon the possibility 
of making arrangements wh. may render the Force less expensive— In this I 
have special reference to the question of Barracks. You are aware that if the 
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present amount & distribution of the force were maintained a large outlay upon 
Barracks w3 be difficult to avoid, but if in addition to some reduction of the 
amount of force we ca also effect a concentration of what is retained on some 
of the most important points, it seems tt0] me possible that by selling Barracks 
We sha no longer want, we might cover a large proportion at least of the expense 
of putting those we retain into a good state— 

I have been interrupted half a dozen times in writing this & I must now 
stop tho' there is much more I sha wish t M say. I will write to you again by 
the next mail but I am anxious to send this at once as it is of great importance 
that we sha receive your report upon the amount of force to be retained in 
Canada as early as possible 

(Signed) GREY 

THE EARL OF ELGIN 

[Endorsed] 

Decr 29/48 

Lord Grey to Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL Decr 19. 1848 

MY DEAR GREY, 

I confess that I am not a little disappointed by the tenor of your letter of 
the first Dec'.— for although I was quite aware that the former communica
tions which I recieved from you suggesting a scheme for the construction of the 
Quebec and Halifax Railway were confidential,—still, as they arrived by suc
cessive mails—as the measure appeared in the second to have been thoroughly 
matured by you—and as, moreover, you required me to endeavour to induce the 
Governments of the three Provinces to concur in recommending it,—I was not 
prepared to learn that it is so very doubtful whether, after all, even if such 
concurrence be obtained, the Imperial Gov* will move in the matter. I shall 
endeavor to cast as much cold water as I can over the hopes of my Councillors; 
but You will, I am sure, percieve, that it is not easy to induce persons situated 
as they are to commit themselves to proposals which would seem to imply that 
they are prepared to abandon without a remonstrance the protection which an 
influential section of their Constituents enjoy, unless some reasonable 
expectation be held out to them of their procuring the object for which the 
sacrifice is made. 

»37—18} 
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However, the minute which my Council has drawn up 1 seems to me to 
place the subject precisely in the position in which you wish it to stand—as a 
recommendation coming from this Gov* We express in it a perfect willingness 
to hand over the wild lands to Imperial Commissioners—to purchase the settled 
land required for the line—and to consent to the imposition of a tax of 7/6 on 
Canadian timber—provided that the work is executed—Unless my council are 
alarmed and induced to draw back by the more discouraging representation 
which I shall be obliged to make to them tomorrow you will recieve a minute 
thus concieved, and invested with all the authority that a resolution of the 
Canadian Executive Gov* can impart to it, at the same time as this letter.—. 

Respecting the question of a reduction of our military force I have so fully 
explained my views in my letter of the 2 that I do not think it necessary to 
trouble you with the repetition of them. I think it is altogether a mistaken 
mode of dealing with this subject to enter into bargains with the local legis
lature for the maintenance of barracks &c. The adjustment of the terms of 
the bargain in the first instance and the construction to be put upon them 
afterwards will furnish perpetually recurring occasions for jealousy & mutual 
irritation— But I do not, as I have already explained see the same objection 
to a very material diminution of the force here., if Taylor intends to be peace
able and to respect the laws of Nations. And more especially would such a 
measure be safe and practicable if You were to undertake this great work 
which would give life to the commerce of the Country, strengthen the connexion 
between the colonies—encrease their means of material defence—& revive their 
attachment for the Mother Country—There is very little political discontent 
in Canada and let the commercial prosperity of the Colony be once restored. 
I will not say to what extent You may not then entrust the safe keeping of the 
Province to the Patriotism of the inhabitants— But do not broach new doctrines 
respecting colonial defence when there is no enemy in the field and at a moment 
when every individual in the Colony is contrasting its unexampled depression 
with the prosperity of the neighbouring States and ascribing all the mischief to 
the inconsistencies of Imperial legislation— 

^ 1 " December 1848. 
" O n a Memorandum of the HonM e the Inspector General dated 18 th December instant on 

the mode of providing for the Construction of the Halifax and Quebec Bail Road. 
The Committee of Executive Council have had under consideration a Memorandum 

(hereunto annexed) on the Subject of the Halifax and Quebec Rail Road, Submitted for Your 
Excellency's consideration by the Inspector General of Public Accounts. 

The Committee of Council concur in the Opinion expressed by the Inspector General as to 
the importance of this work in a national point of view, and earnestly hope Her Majesty's 
Imperial Government may be induced to recommend it for the favorable consideration of 
Parliament. 

The Committee of Council are of opinion that by devoting the Revenue to be obtained by 
an increase of the duty on Colonial Timber, to 'Such a purpose, Her Majesty's Government 
would do much to reconcile the Colonists to the modification of the protective System. 

The Committee of Council have no doubt that the Canadian Legislature would be prepared 
to Sanction any measure having for i ts object the transfer to Her Majesty's Government of 
the unsettled Crown Lands, through which the proposed Rail Road would pass to the extent 
of Ten Miles in depth on each Side. And that i t would further undertake to obtain at 
the expense of the Province, all the private property required for the Rail Road line in 
Canada, and for the Several Stations. And the Committee of Council recommend that , 
a Measure Should be Submitted to Parliament at the Ensuing Session for the purpose, 
in ease Her Majesty's Government Should determine to undertake the work." (Ganada 
State Booh, I, p. 419). "Sox memorandum see below Appendix XI. 

2 Elgin to Grey, Dee. 6, 1848. See above p. 266. 
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DecW 20. 

My ministers have taken the cold water douche more calmly than I anti
cipated— I send you the Minute on the Railway with a despatch which I am 
just finishing hastily at 2 A.M. in which I have boldly propounded Military 
reduction as a thing to be ventured on at once if you undertake the Railway.1 

—If Taylor proves a villain and invades us I shall die at my post that is all.-—• 
I also send by this mail a minute on Emigration and public works2 which was 
drawn up and under consideration before y w hints about the Quebec & Halifax 
Railway reached me.—It contains a great deal that is useful and which it wa 

be well British Capitalists knew although of course if you take up the Quebec 
& Halifax line I cannot think of y. aiding our other Railways— There is also 
among my despatches an excellent letter from my Inspector General to the 
Barings3—Very sincerely Yours. 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The 

Earl Grey 

[Endorsed] 
Decr 19/48 

Lord Elgin 
Recd Jan17 9/49 

1 In this despatch, Lord Elgin, commented on the many advantages which the Mother 
Country would gain from the undertaking. On the question of military reduction, he said:— 

" I t is obvious that so soon as Railway communication is extended through the Provinces, 
a smaller Military Force than is now requisite will suffice for their protection. But looking 
to the anxiety which your Lordship has repeatedly expressed that a diminution in the 
expenditure incurred by Great Britain on this account should be effected at the earliest 
period I am prepared to go a step further in this direction—So confident am I that the 
mere undertaking of the work in question will tend to raise the Colonists from the despond
ency into which recent changes in the Commercial Policy of the Empire have plunged 
them—to unite the Provinces to one another and to the Mother Country—to inspire them with 
that consciousness of their own strength and of the value of the connexion with Great 
Britain—which is their best security against aggression,— that I would not hesitate to 
recommend that an immediate and considerable reduction should take place in the Force 
Stationed in Canada in the event of the execution of the Quebec and Halifax Railway being 
determined on." (Elgin to Grey, 20 Dec, 1848, No. 15S, Gopy, G. 461, p. 299.) 

2 This Minute bears date, 20 December, 1848, and is based upon the suggestions contained 
in a memorandum of the Inspector General. In recommending the adoption of this memor
andum, the Council declared:— 

"The Committee of Council concur in the Opinion expressed by the Inspector 
General, that loans might Safely be Made on certain conditions to Commissioners incor
porated under the authority of the Provincial Parliament for the construction of 
the Public Works referred to in the Memorandum. The Committee of Council are 
further of Opinion that in ease the Imperial Government Should See fit to obtain the 
Money required for the Completion of these Works, i t would be expedient to recommend 
to Parliament the Special appropriation of the proceeds of the Sale of Public Lands 
to the redemption of the Debt So created—and the Committee of Council entertain no 
doubt that the Public Lands would afford ample Security for -Such a loan." 

The Memorandum of the Inspector General follows. I t commences:— 
"This Memorandum is based on the following assumptions:— 
1 s t That the Mother Country contains a redundant population which i t is her interest to 

have removed to a Country where under a System of free Commercial intercourse the products 
of the Soil will be exchanged for British Manufactures. 

2d That the British Province of Canada^ containing, as i t does, immense tracts of waste 
land Susceptible of profitable cultivator [sic] is deeply interested in facilitating by every means 
in its power the immigration of an industrious population. 

3 a That i t is possible to procure English Capital to promote Colonization through the 
instrumentality either of the Imperial Government or of Associations of individuals in 
England." (Ganada State Booh, I, p. S99.) The Memorandum is printed below, Appendix XII. 

3 This letter is not among the despatches in the Public Archives. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

C O 
Jan* 12/49 

M Y DEAR ELGIN, 

I reca three days ago your letter of Decr 19th & your official Despatch on 
the subject of the railway— You have indeed succeeded far beyond my expecta
tion in obtaining from your Executive Council all that we ca ask from them, 
their offer of assistance towards the work is most handsome & their minute most 
skilfully drawn with a view to its production here—their bringing forward as if 
it was their own suggestion the proposal of a duty on Colonial timber is a great 
advantage to us, & if my opinion were to decide the question, there wa no longer 
be any doubt as to our propounding the scheme to Pari* early in the Session, 
but I fear that there is a good deal of hesitation upon the subject still in the 
Cabinet & that it is very uncertain whether the measure will be agreed to in 
the face of the agitation against all new taxes & most of our old ones wh. 
Cobden & C° are getting up— 

I am sorry t t 0 ] say that Sir E. Head does not seem likely to find his Council 
& Pari* so much alive to their true interest as yours—but I hope when they 
learn what yours have resolved they may be induced to concur.— 

I hope you have communicated with him By the Next Mail I hope to be 
able to tell you our decision & to answer your Despatch officially in the Mean 
time I am very much obliged indeed to you for having accomplished obtaining 
so useful a minute from your Council— 

With regard to the Military expenditure I have No doubt you are right— 
I am much hurried today & have no time for More 

&c 

(signed) GREY 

You will probably be anxious to know who is to succeed poor Auckland at the 
Admiralty & therefore tho' it is still a secret here I may tell you that Sir J. 
Graham is to be invited to join us & this is to be done in a way wh. may I hope 
induce him t M accept— 

[Endorsed] 

Jan* 12/49 
L a Grey to Lord Elgin. 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL—Jantyl 4 1849 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

We are still without our letters which we are anxiously waiting for, a whole 
fortnight's news of no ordinary importance being now due.— The telegraph 
brought us last night a hint of what we are to expect. 
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Meanwhile we are proceeding with our preparations for the Session which 
is likely to be a memorable one. The Ministers bring in a bill to encrease the 
representation. You know that I have always been in favor of such a measure— 

t And, at any rate, it is a matter in which I should be loathe to interfere with the 
volition of the local Parliament— Moreover, the Union Act requires that two 
thirds of the members of each of the Legislative chambers shall assent to the 
first and second readings of a bill affecting the Representation before it pass. 
So that it can hardly come up to the Gov1 for his sanction unless it be very 

: generally acceptable to the Country. I do not know what part the Tories will 
" take in reference to this measure— Papineau and his followers have been 

clamouring for representation based on population, alleging that if this system 
were adopted Lower Canada would have for a time at least the advantage— 

1 To what purpose he would endeavor to turn this temporary advantage if 
i obtained, is hardly concealed, dissolution of the union between the Provinces, 

and annexation, being the themes which his Journal the Avenir is constantly 
treating. Indeed as the population of U. Canada is encreasing in a vastly more 
rapid ratio than that of the Lower Province, it is manifest, that his proposal 
would be suicidal but for the hope of accomplishing by its means some immediate 
object. Such no doubt is Papineau's motive at present, if indeed it be necessary 

,' to look beyond the principle which constantly actuates him, a love of mischief— 
We shall see what he will be able to do when the time comes—my present belief 
is that we shall succeed in reducing his following in the House to one—a certain 
M. Chauveau, who has obtained a marvellous insight into the merits of Papi-
neauism and American Institutions since he was passed over for the Solicitor 

[ Generalship— At any rate I trust I shall be able to confute the very confident 
prediction of Mess Daly and others who used to assure me about a year ago 

t that Papineau would infallibly withdraw from my new Ministry all the French 
Canadians— To revert however to the subject of the Representation My Minis-

* ters have determined to adhere to the principle consecrated in the Union Act of 
equal Representation between the Provinces— There is to be no disfranchise
ment— Counties with a population of 15,000 and upwards are to return two 
members— Some are to be divided— The encreased Representation will raise 
the Assembly to about 160 in number. On the whole I think the measure likely 

! to do good, more especially by creating more of an indépendant public opinion 
i in the Legislative Body—but if it fails the administration need not go out upon 

it for the provision in the Act of Union which requires for measures of this class 
the support of two thirds of the Legislative bodies places them in an exceptional 
position. Mr Baldwin has prepared a measure for the regulation of the Munici
palities with very stringent clauses obliging these bodies to make provision for 

^ the payment of interest and sinking fund on any loans they may contract, and 
* enabling the lenders to obtain redress in the event of the local authorities 

neglecting their duty in this particular— I trust also that we shall succeed in 
carrying some legislative enactment for getting rid of the local petty works 
(always as you may suppose jobs or quasi jobs) in which the surplus Revenues 
of the Province have been heretofore frittered away—putting an end altogether 
to the system of applying the Public funds in this way—and thus reserving our 
whole income for its legitimate purposes, the payment of the expenses of Gov* 
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—of the Interest of the Debt—and of the sinking fund— If these plans be 
carried out I think we shall place the credit of the Province on a much better 
footing than it now stands upon.— 

Besides these there are to be a vast number of ministerial measures— 
The Amnesty Bill—indemnification to certain parties in Lower Canada for 
Rebellion Losses—a questionable measure, but one which the preceding admin
istration rendered almost inevitable by certain proceedings adopted by them 
either in Lord Metcalfe's or Lord Cathcart's time—a bill upon the vexed 
question, the Toronto University—a bill to make a court of appeal & to alter 
materially the constitution of the Bench in Lower Canada—a new Bank
ruptcy Law— 

Meanwhile a new agitation is getting on foot of which the mot d'ordre is 
" protection to home manufactures "— It is contended that the prosperity 
of America results from the protection which her manufactures enjoy & Canada 
is invited to adopt a like policy— The free traders and liberals allege that this 
means annexation inasmuch as it would be practically impossible to exclude 
American manufactures by high duties whatever you might do with respect to 
British which are seaborne— Be this as it may, a section of the old British 
Party are making a war cry of it— 

M r Hincks alludes to this movement in the note which I enclose. I t is in 
fact merely a symptom of the generally uneasy and diseased condition of the 
public mind which commercial depression has engendered. 

In other respects we are tolerably quiet and I certainly thought that after 
the election of Taylor we should hear no more of invasion for a time I t is 
right however that you should see the letter which I recieved yesterday and I 
send a copy of it. The writer is Moore the agent for the British mails and a 
very respectable person. I only wish the scoundrels w* come—we would give 
them a proper thrashing, and put a stop for a while to the eternal talk about 
annexation which has well nigh sickened me. 

Very sincerely Yours 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
Reca Jan*- 23/49 

[Enclosures] 
No. 1 

M r Hineks has the honour to transmit to the Governor General the memo
randum1 referred to in Conversation with His Excely yesterday— He would 
most respectfully suggest that the present Agitation of a Protective policy for 
Canada is a strong argument for the repeal of the Navigation Laws the only 
boon which the Free traders of Canada have to ask, and which would remove 
every just Cause of Complaint on the part of the Colonists The failure of the 
Bill for repealing the Navigation Laws would Naturally have the effect of 

^This memorandum fe sot in tne collection. 

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle

reids7
Rectangle



ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 281 

[Enclosure] 

Stimulating the Protectionists, who would take advantage of the public dis
content to excite feelings of hostility to British Connexion— M r Hincks has 
also the honour to enclose a table giving a portion of the Statistical information 
relating to Upper Canada1 which has been Compiled with great care by M r 

Croften who has charge of the Blue Books. This information may be inter
esting to Earl Grey, at a time when Colonization is so much discussed. 

Inspec Office 

4: Jany. 1849— 

No. 2 

Copy 

Private BOSTON, U.S. Decr 26. 1848. 

M Y LOED, 

I think it my duty to state for y. Lop. information that I have learned 
from Good authority that emissaries or deputies from Canada are at present 
in this city, their object being to form among the Irish Clubs or Societies to 
raise men & money for the invasion of the Canadas— Already 5000 men 
have joined headed by men of education and property. Very many more are 
expected to be enrolled, each member paying a quarter dollar p week sub
scription— Similar proceedings are going forward in New York 15000 having 
subscribed the rules in a few days— These statements have been communi
cated to me by a respectable Irish Physician who was solicited to join the 
Association— I should consider myself culpable were I to withhold these facts 
from the knowledge of your Lordship, and have now only to request that my 
name may be confined to my own breast Were it known here that I was the 
writer of this letter, I should consider that I held my life by a short tenure 

I have the honor to be 
The 

EARL OF ELGIN 

No. 3 

(The following clipping is attached to Lord Elgin's letter:) 

The " Land Of The Free "—President Polk furnishes a text for present 
use in his annual message:— 

"With our free institutions, we may congratulate ourselves that we are 
the most favored people on the face of the earth." 

A fact supplies the illustration:— 
"Peter Roberts, a methodist preacher, was the other day sold on the 

Court House steps at Louisville for seventy-five dollars and a half!" 

Tsis table is not in the collection. 
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[Enclosure] 
are sold at 12^ p r C* Prem for 6 per C*. he appeared pleased with our appropria
tion of the Tolls on public Works to create a sinking fund similar to this State— 
thinks it will produce a good effect—and will represent it on his return—he 
sails today—but he draws a wide distinction between U.S. and Can. Sec*y 

I have this day seen the Agents of C.—R. & Co.—the elder Riggs and he 
thinks M r Corcoran who is in Wasington will make a Loan. I therefore leave 
a t 6 O'Clock in the morning without making any other enquiry. I give no 
assurance or even lead to a hope until an arrangement is made, but will in a few 
days write the result 

I have the Honor to be 
&c &c & 

(Signed) W. MERRITT 

•[Original MS] 
Private 

MONKLANDS. July 2. 1849 
M Y DEAE GEEY, 

We have not yet recieved our letters which left Liverpool by the packet 
of the 16th Their arrival at New York and the commencement of a debate in 
the Commons on Canadian affairs with a " furious " speech by M r Gladstone 
have been telegraphed1—Meanwhile I have culled from the newspapers pub
lished since the departure of the last mail some extracts which may perhaps 
interest you. 
No 1. Is a specimen of the style of Articles which coupled with rotten eggs, 
brickbats, insults to myself & Lady Elgin &c &c. lead me to entertain the doubt, 
which I expressed in my last letter, as to whether it will ever be possible to rear 
in the Canadian mind that standard of conventional respect for the Representa
tive of the Sovereign which is indispensable to the working of the system estab
lished here.— If I were the only Govr Gen1 who had been thus abused the blame 
might be cast on myself— but, excepting always the rotten eggs and brickbats, 
and threats of personal violence which are novelties, every one of my pre
decessors since the Union who has been in the Province has been treated as badly 
as I have been— 
No 2. Is an article from the New York Tribune which is curious inasmuch as it 
expresses a positive opinion that annexation is at an end if reciprocity of trade 
between Canada and the U. States be established— 
No. 3. Is the prospectus of a Journal about to make its appearance in the 
interest of annexation. You will remark that the humbug about Rebellion 
Losses and Lord Elgin's unpopularity is dropped— the true grounds, commercial 
depression— hatred of free trade— and impatience of Imperial authority are 
alone put forward. 
No 4. Gives some valuable information respecting vessels which have come from 
the lakes to Montreal with cargoes.— I saw the Captains of these vessels and 
they fully confirmed the statements contained in the paragraph which I send. 

1 See above p. SBO. 
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No 5. Shews that in this French ridden colony about one tenth of the sum 
paid in Salaries goes to French Men! 
No 6. Furnishes a singular illustration of the working of American Institutions 
— Mr Polk, late President of the U. States, the Son of a " pious Presbyterian 
Lady," was not baptized till he was on his deathbed!— 

I have no great change to record in public sentiment here since I last wrote.— 
I think that the violence of the Press has in some degree subsided— We shall 
see whether the ' furious Mr Gladstone ' can stir it up again.— 

We are recieving many pressing invitations to proceed to the Upper Prov
ince— A few of the more violent of the opposition Papers threaten us with a 
warm reception. I think however that they will find it necessary to change their 
tone or they will provoke a reaction which will be most injurious to their party— 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 
EAEL GEEY 

[Endorsed] 
Recd July 16 

[Enclosures] 
No. 1. 

MORNING COURIER 

MONTEEAL, TUESDAY, June 26, 1849. 

An extract from the debates in the Imperial Parliament, which we publish 
to-day, furnishes additional proof of Lord Elgin's dreadful dishonesty—a dis
honesty which we could hardly suppose any man pretending to be a gentleman, 
much less a nobleman and statesman, could be guilty of, by any possibility. 
It appears that in sending home the documents necessary to a right understand
ing of the Act for Indemnifying Rebels, His Excellency has totally omitted the 
"Votes and Proceedings" of the Legislative Assembly, with reference to the 
earlier stages of the Rebellion Losses Bill. Consequently, Parliament is not 
officially in possession of these very important documents; fortunately, they 
have been furnished by private means, and the Imperial Parliament will discover, 
spite of His Excellency's infamous duplicity, that a majority of British Members 
voted for an amendment which would have excluded every man proved to have 
been implicated in the Rebellions. But we would entreat the people of Canada 
to remark, that though His Excellency could not send to England the "Votes and 
Proceedings" of the Legislative Assembly, with reference to the earlier stages 
of the Rebellion Losses Bill, he found ample time and means to send an accurate 
copy of the proceedings "which referred not to the Bill, but to the Address of 
confidence which was presented to the Governor-General after the riots at 
Montreal." In answer to a direct inquiry, Mr. Hawes distinctly stated that, 
with the exception of the documents connected with the latter proceeding, the 
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lying Address of the Lower House, no "Votes and Proceedings" had been received. 
And what do our readers think is the reason alleged for this unheard-of 

infamy? Why, that it is not usual, unless on special occasions, to send home the 
"Votes and Proceedings" till the end of the Session! So then, according to Mr. 
Soap-boiler Hawes, the " Bouncing Ben " of the Spectator, the " Votes and Pro
ceedings " in reference to an Address, which was in itself the very embodiment 
of falsehood, the meanest, most contemptible, the most notorious, are specially 
worthy of being sent to England, but the " Votes and Proceedings " on the main 
question can be quietly kept over till the end of the Session. Most infamous and 
most disgusting! We had always been inclined to believe that Lord Elgin,, 
though mistaken and deluded, was a gentleman, and a man of honor, the terms 
being synonimous; but when we find him guilty of falsehood, of equivocation and 
subterfuge, as in his Despatches, and now when we find him practising, not only 
the assertio falsi, but the suppressio veri, if possible a meaner thing, there are-
no words in the English language sufficiently strong to enable us to express our 
opinion of his utter baseness. He is a man with whom, if he were guilty of such 
conduct in private life, no gentleman could condescend to associate. 

No. 2. 

REBELLION LOSSES TO BE PAID—THE LEAGUE—ANOTHEB MODE OF AIDING 

ANNEXATION—CHOLEEA—WILL LOED ELGIN VISIT UPPEB CANADA?— 

A N ELECTION RUMOB. 

Our correspondent X. Y. Z. writes to us from Montreal, under date of 
Friday last, to the effect that politicians there have ceased from agitating, and 
that the people are exceedingly quiet and peaceable; that the support Lord 
Elgin is getting from England and its Government, and the prospect there is 
that the Whigs will keep power, leave the incendiary party scarce a hope of 
more favorable times. He does the gentlemen of the press the justice to admit 
that they have done their best to keep up and prolong excitement; says there 
are more newspapers than can get support; that the Pilot is the only English 
paper in Montreal not opposed to the Government of Lord Elgin; and that the 
Rebellion Losses Act will undoubtedly be put into immediate force; but he does 
not mention how the proofs of loss are to be taken—all the claims as yet resting 
on a mere assertion of damage sustained, without investigation by disinterested 
and capable judges or arbitrators. 

The League agitation progresses; the agitators agreeing at least to oppose 
the authorities. One of their watchwords is protection to Canadian manufac
turers, to National Industry; against United States competition, we suppose, on a 
line of inland frontier of 5,000 miles: X. Y. Z. believes that on the working of 
Colonial Free Trade depends the continuance of British connection, and he gives 
the following hint to those on this side the lines who want the Canadas, to be 
sure to oppose reciprocity, because it would remove a real grievance: 

"I suppose there is but little hope of your passing a Reciprocity Bill ta 
admit our productions. If you want to annex us, such a measure would greatly 
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obstruct your designs; but if you had rather be without us, the passing of a 
Reciprocity Bill would prevent our troubling you with an offer of junction." 

X. Y. Z. is evidently no enemy to annexation. A hint to harass the com
merce of the colonists and refuse to allow it a free ingress here, if we want to 
' ripen the pear' will no doubt receive consideration from those who desire no 
tenants to have holdings between us and the American possessions of Nicholas I. 
He gives a brief narration of the circumstances connected with the grape-shot 
conversation, about which the telegraph has made some misrepresentations 
here.—Had Mr. Ferrie given the public the whole of the facts elicited in his 
•conversation with Mr. Secretary Leslie, or none, his conduct would have been 
less reprehensible. Our correspondent thus concludes: 

" The weather has been intensely hot for the last three or four days. Ther
mometer above 90° in the shade. There have been two or three cases of sickness 
which have terminated fatally, with all the appearance of Asiatic Cholera. There 
is not the slightest reason to believe that the disease has been introduced into 
the city. I t is supposed to be sporadic. The cases were all persons of very 
intemperate habits. 

" Not very much travelling just now for your people to visit us. 
" Nothing believed to be decided as yet as to the future seat of Government. 

A rumor is curent that the Governor-General is about to visit Upper Canada, 
and that he will probably remain there most of the Summer. Not unlikely, I 
should say. A dissolution of the House is again talked of, but it emanates from 
the other side, who can know nothing of what Ministers intend; and in fact the 
•object of circulating the report is to attract their followers to join the League." 

No. 3. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

ACOMMITTEE having been formed to give effect to the intentions of the 
Projectors of a JOURNAL, the Prospectus of which is now submitted to 

the Canadian Public for their consideration—those gentlemen who reside at a 
distance from Montreal, and who may be desirous to communicate with the 
Committee, will be pleased to address their letters, post paid, to the Undersigned, 
Secretary, pro. temp. 

EXPOSITION OP A DESIGN 

TO ESTABLISH IN THE CITY OF MONTREAL 

A JOUENAL, 

INTENDED TO ADVOCATE THE PEACEABLE SEPAEATION OF CANADA FEOM IMPEEIAL 

CONNEXION. 

THE permanent subjection of the Canadian Provinces to British rule has 
ceased to be the doctrine of any class of British Statesmen. The termina

tion of Colonial dependence can only be delayed so long as, split up into hostile 
parties, and torn by internal dissensions, the people of Canada shall continue 
to waste their energies upon fruitless expedients and to neglect using the power, 
they inherently possess, of applying a heroic remedy to their manifold ills. 
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But though delayed, union and organization for a common purpose will yet 
prove the salvation of Canada. 

That common purpose is already openly named—already it warms the 
heart of the aspiring, cheers the timid, and assists in sinking into oblivion 
asperities of every kind, whether growing out or irrational political attachments, 
or differences of religion and race. In fact, the predicted day and hour are at 
hand. Independence is the inevitable solution of the convulsions which now 
distract the Provinces. 

The desire for independence is no longer confined to a scattered few; it has 
its most ardent votaries among the agricultural and laboring masses. External 
causes have aided in producing this healthy political feeling. 

English Free Trade is a death blow to the Colonial connexion. The Cana
dian is no stranger to the fluctuations and temporary stagnations of commerce; 
nor is he tempted to despair, when suffering from their effects. But under the 
altered commercial system of Great Britain, he loses all hope of future prosperity. 
London and Liverpool become foreign, and not friendly, ports; and he turns to 
New York and Boston as the natural outlets for the products of his industry. 

The traveller who crosses the line which severs Canada from the United 
States is compelled to make painful comparisons. On the American side, he 
beholds well compensated industry, unceasing activity, untiring enterprise, 
liberty of action, and security of property from Government exactions. He 
leaves behind him commerce in decay, a country bereft of life, a desponding 
people, a corrupt government, and an aimless social condition, embittered by 
foolish jealousies and strifes. 

The opponents of self-government are staggered when they contemplate 
such results, and are constrained to admit, that where the soil, climate, and 
the people have so many features in common, the advancement of the one 
country, and the languor of the other, must proceed from the difference of their 
political institutions. 

The enervating influence of Imperial rule is felt in every department of life. 
The intellectual inferiority of the Canadian Colonist to the American Citizen, 
is but too we'll established by comparative statistics of art, science, literature, 
and education. 

The Canadian Colonist holds a very humble rank in the estimation of the 
Metropolitan. The Roman pride in presence of the Provincial is renewed in his 
case. He commands no voice in the Imperial Senate, and has, consequently, 
no share in Imperial Legislation, even when it specially affects his own interests. 
Consigned to an obscurity which stifles talent and checks ambition, he drags 
out a moody and discontented existence. His country is chiefly valuable to 
British Statesmen, as affording facility for assailing a rival maritime power; 
and his soil becomes the inevitable battlefied, whenever a contest arises. 

As year has succeeded year, the public mind in Canada has been gradually 
moulded by circumstances to the contemplation of a great revolution in their 
relations with the Parent State; to many separation has appeared to be the 
only solution of the innumerable embarrassments brought upon this country 
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by the total abandonment on the part of England of her old Colonial policy;— 
and recent events have brought to maturity principles and yearnings which 
were already germinating in the breasts of a large majority of the people. 

A Convention, elected by the masses, will assemble in August next. This 
Convention, called into existence by the present critical state of affairs, will 
inaugurate a movement, to terminate, it is hoped, in providing permanently for 
the peace and happiness of a distracted and suffering people. 

The moment is deemed opportune for the establishment, in the City of 
Montreal, of a Journal which shall advocate the peaceable emancipation of 
Canada from the Imperial dominion, and the institution of a form of Govern
ment harmonizing with the economical and elective principles of the United 
States. 

The boundaries separating the Canadas from the conterminous States are 
purely artificial, and under any form of Government except a Colonial, those 
boundaries must disappear, and commercial intercourse, the interchange of 
products and the combined use of capital become as free and unrestricted as 
between adjoining Commonwealths of the Union. 
¡¡SIP Moderation in action and Force in argument! 

SYDNEY BELLINGHAM, 
SECEETAEY, pro. temp. 

Montreal, 29th June, 1849. 

No. 4. 

We had occasion lately to notice the arrival in our port of three American 
schooners, from ports on the Upper Lakes. On enquiry we are much pleased 
to find that the corn, with which these vessels were principally loaded, could, 
at our present rates of freight, be taken to Liverpool as cheap, or cheaper, than 
if the same corn had gone through the Erie Canal, via New York to Liverpool. 
We give below a comparative statement, the figures being based on actual 
transaction:— 

VIA THE ST. LAWBENOE. 
Cost of Corn a t Toledo, é l cts. 
Toledo to Montreal, 10 " 

— 2s. 2id. stg. 
Montreal to Liverpool—freight has been offered at this date , . . 0s. 9d. 

2s. H i d . stg. 
VIA ERIE CANAL. 

Cost of Corn a t Toledo, 41 cts. 
Toledo to New York, 1 7 1 " 

2s. 6id. stg. 
New York to Liverpool 0s. 6Jd. " 

3s. Id. stg. 

Shewing a difference in favour of the St. Lawrence of l£d. sterling per bushel. 
If this can be done now, what may be expected when the St. Lawrence is thrown 
open to allow American vessels to go to Quebec, and when the Navigation Laws 
are repealed; when German and other ships, bringing emigrants for the West, 
will enter into competition with British vessels in outward cargo? 
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We are also pleased to find that each of the American schooners takes back 

a return cargo. The Moses and Elias, for Toledo, has 3,000 bushels coarse 
packing salt, 100 barrels pease, (for Cincinatti) 5 hhds. brandy and 5 hhds. 
Hollands Gin. The Western, for Chicago, is loading coarse packing salt, 150 
barrels mackarel, 30 casks soda ash, 45 bbls. cod oil, and 10 hhds. brandy. The 
Miranda, for Cleveland, will load pig iron, mackarel, salt and brandy. The 
Canadian schooner Sophia, Capt. Gasken, is loading pig iron at Quebec for 
Chicago, at 22s. 6d. per ton, and will probably load at Chicago direct for Halifax. 
The steamer Commerce, the property of Messrs. McPherson & Crane, is also 
loading pig iron at Quebec, for Cleveland, at 17s. 6d. per ton. 

The result of this enterprise is most encouraging, and gives us good grounds 
to believe that under a system of complete commercial freedom, our trade will 
be rapidly enlarged and improved. The fact of the St. Lawrence being adapted 
for large sail craft, is a very important point established. 

The Captains of the American schooners state that there is no difficulty in 
the river navigation, and that after two 'or three trips they will be their own 
Pilots. 

No. 5. 

FRENCH DOMINATION? 

So much has been said by the organs of the Tory party about French 
Domination, and the fallacy is still clung to so pertinaciously by some persons, 
notwithstanding the irrefragable proofs to the contrary, that we have been 
induced to look into the public accounts to see how the public money is distrib
uted amongst the two classes of different origins; and, as money and office are 
power, we leave the world to judge from the following statement, taken from the 
public documents of 1848, in whose hands that power rests. 

N 4 M E OF OFFICER. SALARY. 

English,. Fr. Canadian. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Sir J . Stuart 1666 13 4 
E . Bowmen 1000 0 0 

Phil. Panet 1000 0 0 
Elz. Bedard 1000 0 0 

T. CAylwin 1000 0 0 
J . R. Rolland 1224 4 4 

J . Gale 1O0O 0 0 
C. D. Day 1000 0 0 
Js . Smith 1000 0 0 

D. Mondelet 1000 0 0 
R. H. Gairdner 555 11 0 
J . G. Thompson 555 11 0 
E. H. Bowen 500 0 0 
Rep. Judge Reid 42 10 7 
L. P . Sherwood 666 13 4 
Geo. Pyke 740 14 8 
H. Black 222 4 4 
J . P . B r a d l e y 166 13 4 
J . B. Parkyn 83 6 8 

R. S. M. Bouehette 300 0 0 
Major Campbell 1111 2 0 
H. Cotton 277 15 4 
W. R. Bartlett 222 4 4 
M. Turner 175 0 0 

8337—2M 

NAME OF OFFICE». 

J . Brown 
P. S. H i l l . . . . 
Geo. Boxal l . . . 
Jas . Lesl ie . . . 

Et . 
Thos. Ross. 
H. 
W. 
A. 

87 11 0 
83 6 8 
56 0 0 

1000 0 0 
Parent 600 0 0 

J . 

222 4 4 
Jarmy 222 4 4 
R. Jones 175 0 0 
R. Roach 175 0 0 

S. Tetu 
Gow 83 6 8 

Jas . Dorr 56 0 0 
R. A. Tucker 666 13 4 
W. Kent 222 4 4 
G. H. Lane 194 8 8 

L. M. Viger 1000 
C. E . Anderson 350 0 0 

—Dufort 225 
J . Bourret 225 

J . B . S t a n t o n 225 OO 
S. Hedge 200 0 0 
G. Ruffenstein 175 0 0 
E. Hineks 100O 0 0 
Jos. Cary 666 13 4 
P . Durnford 300 0 0 

175 0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
O 0 
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W. Dickenson 275 0 0 
N. Goddard 200 0 0 
J . Drysdale 150 0 0 
H. H. Duffill 150 0 0 
Arch. Cary 150 0 0 
J . W. Dunseomb 600 0 0 
A. S. Menzies 175 0 0 
M. Jack 150 0 0 
P . Gaul 56 0 0 
W. H. Merritt 100O 0 0 
J . Joseph 500 0 0 
W. H. Lee 400 0 0 

P . Vallerand 200 0 0 
W. A. Hinsworth 20O 0 0 
S. B. Smith 224 4 4 

O. Coté 175 0 0 
M. Naughton 75 0 0 
David Ryan 75 0 0 

E. P . Taché 750 0 0 
M. Cameron 650 0 0 
T. A. Begley 500 0 0 
A. C. Buchanan 444 8 8 
David Luck 126 0 0 
Maria Cross 15 0 0 
D. A. Ross 20 0 0 
Wm. Ermatinger 30O 0 0 
W. E. M'Cord 500 0 0 
E. A. Clark 203 0 0 
Wm. E. Logan 555 11 0 
Alex. Murray 333 6 8 
Thos. Hunt 300 0 0 

C. E . Mondelet 500 0 0 
H. Guy 500' 0 0 

J . S. M'Cord 500 0 0 
Wm. Power -500 0 0 

J . C. Bruneau 500 0 0 
J . A. Tasehereau 500 0 0 

W. C. Crofton 75 0 0 
200 0 0 

J . Hallowell 200 0 0 
A. DeSalaberry 500 0 0 

D. G. M'Donell 500 0 0 
Ch. Petitclaire 130 0 0 

J . Thompson 135 0 0 
W. Rowan 66 0 0 
E. R. Antrobus 200 0 0 

R. E . Caron 1000 0 0 
Ch. DeLery 500 0 0 

J . E. Taylor 350 0 0 
E. L. Montizambert 250 0 0 

R. Lemoine 225 0 0 
P . S. Jarvis 100 0 0 

O. Vallerand 100 0 0 
Rev. W. Adamson 200 0 0 
Thos. Brooke 60 0 0 
M. Keating 100 0 0 
John Penwiek 45 0 0 

A. Laehance 45 0 0 
E. Botterel 45 0 0 
W . B . L i n d s a y 500 0 0 

G. B. Earibault 400 0 0 
G. W. Wieksteed 350 0 0 

H . Toyer 25« 0 0 
G. K. Chisholm 10O 0 0 

E. Portier 150 0 0 
P . W. Telfer 250 0 0 
P .S .P r imrose 250 0 0 
G. H. Pa rk 250 0 0 
W. S. Burrage 100 0 0 

" " 67 15 4 
Rev. P . Boueher 50 0 0 

Ales. M'Donald 50 0 0 
Thos. Amiot 350 0 0 

Ales. Thompson 27 15 4 
L. E . Paeaud 200 0 0 

NAME OF OFFICE». 

J . W. Webb 
Geo. Boxall 
James Dorr 
John Twomley 
P . Gaul 
W. R. Wright 175 
Joseph Hutton 125 

P . Glackmeyer 
J . Lapparre 

66 
10 
10 
66 
10 

SALAEY. 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

James Ryan 23 0 0 
H. Driscoll 
W. C. Meredith xp. as 
A. Buchanan Q. C. 
A. W. Cochran [ 536 2 6 
I . Hollowell 
D. Ross 
H. Stuart 
W. S. Sewell....". I l l 2 0 
Boston and Coffin I l l 2 0 
J . G. Ogden 83 6 8 
G. P. Bowen 55 11 0 
M. Sheppard 88 17 8 

B. A. Panet 
J . Jones 55 11 0 

C. R. Coursolles 
V. Guillet 
C. A. DeTonnacour 

Wm. Tilly 50 0 0 
R. W. Pitton 27 15 4 
Jas . Greene 44 8 8 

A. M. DeLisle 
Ed. Bernard 22 4 4 
Wm. Bell 89 17 7 

J . G. Barthe 
P. Mimee 30 0 0 

S. Lelievre 
R. Dillon 79 8 8 

P . Bureau 
W. Downes 40 0 0 

B. DeLisle 
P . Burns 30 0 0 
E. Clark 30 0 0 
G. Stanley 22 4 4 
P . Devins 20 0 0 
P . Mimee 42 4 4 

P . Portugais  
P. Lowe 60 0 0 

A. Loiselle 
P . Portugais  
Jos. Robitaille 

J . M l e l l a n 40 0 0 
J . Tuzo 40 0 0 
C. M. Hyndman 40 0 0 
J . MeLaurm, inel'g per . 261 2 0 
Thos. McGinn 218 17 8 
R. Ginnis 141 2 0 

150 0 0 
75 0 0 

111 2 0 

55 11 0 
55 11 0 
50 0 0 

44 8 8 

140 0 0 

79 8 8 

27 15 4 

40 0 0 

27 15 4 

80 0 0 
40 0 0 
40 0 0 

P.Read, 37 15 0 
J . Morrin, 222 4 4 
D. Araoldi, 222 4 4 

T. Badeaux, 55 1 1 0 
J . B . J o h n s o n 40 0 0 
J . Wilkie, 50 0 0 

G. P . Tremblay, 28 5 0 
Perrault and Doucet, . . . 557 0 5 

W. H . Brehaut, 348 0 0 
A. M. Delisle, 348 0 0 

H . B . H u g h e s , 416 1 1 2 
Win. Bell, 2nd, 32 8 4 
C E . Shiller, 356 0 0 
Jos. S. Lee, I . G. O . , . . . . 175 7 6 
P . Derbishire, 75 0 0 
G. Ironside, 25 0 0 
H . Bishopriek, 25 0 0 
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Grown Lands. 
J . H. Price, 1000 0 0 

T. Bouthillier, 666 13 4 
J . Langevin, 325 0 0 

A. McNabb, j 250 0 0 
1 50 0 0 

J . C. Tarbutt, 250 0 0 
D. H. Murphy, 170 0 0 
Tho. Hammond, 150 0 0 
W. P . Collins, 170 0 0 
J . Drysdale, 150 0 0 
C. W. Shay, ISO 0 0 
W. P . Witcher, 125 0 0 

U . P . L a u r e n t , 125 0 0 
C. W. Maçon, 150 0 0 

J . C. Gibb, 125 0 0 
J . MeDonagh, 137 5 0 
A. McDonnell, 137 5 0 

J . C. A. Poitras, 137 5 0 
J . Peekman, 97 12 6 
Geo. Pisher, 66 0 0 

Jos. Bouchette, 375 0 0 
E. T. Pletcher, 175 0 0 

P . L. Morin, 175 0 0 
C. Bauchette, 75 0 0 
A. E. Labrosse, 125 0 0 

J . C. Jarmy, 137 5 0 
L. Berthelot, 89 12 6 

A.Russell, 325 0 0 
H. Devine, 137 5 0 
Wm. Spragg, 325 0 0 
Thos. Hector, 275 0 0 
H. J . Jones, 200 0 0 
M. A. Higgins, 170 0 0 
P . J . R o c h e , 150 O 0 
J . Alley, 116 0 0 
G. Holmes 116 0 0 
Wm. Walker, 66 0 0 
Jas. Stevenson, 350 0 0 
A. Douglas, 150 0 0 
J . Patterson, 80 0 0 
J . Cameron, 82 9 9 
Wm. Stevenson 54 12 0 
S. Gressier, 54 12 0 

L. Petite, 21 0 0 
J. Cameron, 21 12 0 
Wm. Thompson, 12 10 0 
W. T. Primrose, I . D . . . 109 0 3 

Coin, on Lods et vents 109 10 3 
Post Office. 

T. A. Stayner, 3000 0 0 
G. E. Griffin 360 0 0 
T. S. Stayner, 192 0 0 
E. P . King 120 0 0 
C. R. Griffin 84 0 0 
E. P. King, Aect., 420 0 0 
H. A. Wieksteed, 180 0 0 
J . Ashworth, 120 0 0 
R. Julyan, 120 0 0 
E. C. Hayden, 120 0 0 
J.Davidson, 96 0 0 
J . T. MeCuaig, 96 0 0 
Smith Allen, 60 0 0 
J . Mullen, 39 0 0 
Jas. Porteous 500 0 0 
P .W.Cooper 170 0 0 
G. E. Laughlin 150 0 0 
R. Oliver 120 0 0 
B. Maeevenue 110 0 0 
C. R. Huddell 90 0 0 
W. J. McDonald 90 0 0 
J . C.Lilly 90 0 0 

NAME OF OFFICER. 

R. Terroux, (8th) 
Temp. elk. 

at the rate of 
Js . Simpson 

P. 
M. Murphy 

P. 
H. A. R. Huddell 

P . 
Chs. Loofs 
W. H. Griffin 

P. 
W. Harrington 

P . 
E. S. Preer 

P . 
P . Warburton 

P . 
J . Dewe 

P . 
P . W. Stayner 

P . 
J . Sewell 

P . 
D. Logie 
D. M. Wright 
Jno. Wat t 

P . 
R. Patton 

P . 
R. Glover 

P . 
C Cazeau 

R. Deacon 
P . 

P . Lindsay 
P . 

C. Berzcy 
P . 

J . M'Closky 
P . 

Jas . Davidson 

60 
90 
60 
50 
30 
60 
50 

240 

100 0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

724 12 8 
48 0 0 

354 
240 
748 
120 
160 
228 
592 
120 
255 
360 
ISO 
144 
96 
72 
93 
62 
46 
62 
50 

4 8 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
6 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

156 0 9 
130 12 9 

30 0 0 

63 0 0 

72 
240 
565 
30 

115 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

43 10 4 
Education. 
J . B. Meilleur 500 0 0 
Dr. Giard 175 0 0 

60 
33 

W. S. Williams 
Jos. Ryan 
Customs Department in 
both, sections of Province. 

Among about 320 per
sons in this Department, 
from the Collectors down
wards, at an aggregate 
expense (including per
quisites) of £28,546, the 
only Preneh names we 
find are— 

1 Leon Globensky 
2 L. C. Vandale . . 
3 Leon Pournier . . 
4 T. J . Taschereau 
5 L. H. Masson.. 
Origin 28070 
Preneh origin, 5 

Salaries, &e., to persons 
of English origin £83703 

Salaries, &c, to persons 
of Preneh origin 

Balance in favour of Eng
lish origin 64527 4 

0 0 
0 0 

Eng. 

Unknown 
70 0 0 

0 0-

125 
75 

200 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

470 0 0 

8 1 

...10176 3 2 

11 

Note.—P. stands for Perquisites. 

[Editor's note] On comparison with the Blue Books, ommissions and discrepancies appear 
in the list. 
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And this, it will be borne in mind is exclusive of those numerous offices and 
places which are local in Upper Canada,—all of which are filled by persons of 
English origin,—besides the patronage of the Board of Works, which involved, 
in 1848, the distribution of about £144,000, whether in the construction or repair 
of public works, the payment of agents, arbitrators, superintendents, and other 
officers—all of whom, with very few exceptions, are also of English origin. 

On the whole, it may be said, that assuming the population of both origins 
to be numerically equal in the United Province, yet upon an annual expenditure 
in round numbers of about £250,000, not £25,000 goes from the public treasury 
into the pockets of Her Majesty's subjects in this Province of French Canadian 
origin, whilst £225,000, or nine-tenths, are paid to those of English origin. Is 
this French domination? 

No. 6 

J. K. POLK, 

BOKN NOVEMBER, 1795 . 

DIED JUNE 15, 1849. 

The body lies in state to-day. The drawing rooms are shrouded in black, 
and every window is in mourning, with black scarfs of crape. The tall white 
columns of the portico facing the south are shrouded in black, giving a funereal 
aspect to the mansion. 

The funeral took place at four o'clock this afternoon; masonic ceremonies 
being first performed in the drawing room over the body. I saw the body 
before it was encoffined. He was habited in a plain suit of black, and a copy 
of the constitution of the United States was placed at his feet. Before being 
taken to the cemetery the body was hermetically soldered within a copper 
coffin. 

From the house the funeral cortege, which was very large, all places of 
business being closed by order of our good Whig Mayor, proceeded to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, where, after services performed by the Rev. Mr. 
McFerran, it was conveyed to the cemetery, followed by a vast concourse. The 
body was deposited in the Grundy vault, temporarily; but it will soon be 
removed to a vault on the lawn of the mansion, where a willow now stands, 
and over it will be erected a marble cenotaph; thus the body of the President 
from Tennessee will lie entombed in the heart of its capital, Mr. Polk, by will, 
the evening before his death, gave the lawn to the state, in perpetuity, for this 
purpose. 

Mr. Polk sent for the Rev. Dr. Edgar, of the Presbyterian church, seven 
days before his death, desiring to be baptized by him. He said to him impres
sively:— 

"Sir, if I had suspected twenty years ago that I should come to my deathbed 
unprepared it would have made me a wretched man; yet I am about to die 
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and have not made preparation. I have not even been baptised. Tell me, sir, 
can there be any ground for a man thus situated to hope?" 

The Rev. Doctor made known to him the assurances and promises of the 
gospel, that mercifully run parallel with man's life. 

Mr. Polk then remarked that he had been prevented from baptism in 
infancy by some accidental occurrence, that he had been several times strongly 
inclined to be baptised during his administration, but that the cares and per
plexities of public life hardly gave him time for the solemn preparation requisite, 
-and so procrastination had ripened into inaction, when it was now almost too 
late to act. In his conversation with the clergyman Mr. Polk evinced great 
knowledge of the scriptures, which, he said, he had read a great deal, and deeply 
reverenced, as Divine truth; in a word, he was, theoretically, a Christian. 

The conversation fatiguing him too much, the baptism was postponed to 
the next evening; but in the interval the ex-President recollected that, when 
he was Governor and lived here, be used to hold many arguments with Rev. 
Mr. McFerran, the popular Methodist minister of the place, his warm personal 
and political friend, and that he had promised him that, when he did embrace 
Christianity, he should baptise him. He therefore sent for Doctor Edgar, made 
known this obligation, and expressed his intention to be baptised by his friend. 
The same day the venerable mother, a pious Presbyterian lady, arrived from 
her residence, forty miles distant, accompanied by her own pastor, hoping that 
her distinguished son would consent to be baptised by him. 

"Mother," said the dying ex-President, taking her affectionately by the 
hand, " I have never in my life disobeyed you, but you must yield to your son 
now, and gratify my wishes. I must be baptised by the Rev. Mr. McFerran." 

His mother did not hesitate to give her consent, and, in the presence of Dr. 
Edgar and Rev. Mr. Mack, of Columbia, the ex-President received the rite of 
baptism at the hands of Rev. Mr. McFerran. 

Mr. Polk has died worth about one hundred thousand dollars, the bulk of 
which is settled upon his amiable lady. 

[Duplicate MS copy] 
Private 

Belg6 Square 
July 20/49 

M Y DEAR ELGIN 

I reca your letter of the 2a on Monday— I hope very soon after you wrote 
i t the account of the division on Herries's motion reached you & that it more 
than destroyed the effect of Gladstone's furious speech3—I am very sorry indeed 
to perceive from the tone of the Extract from the newspaper you sent me & from 
the newspapers sent to Alice that the Canadians continue to show so utter a 
want of right feeling & of comprehension of the proper situation of the repre-

1 See above, p . S60 note. 
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sentative of the Crown in the Colony.—They seem not yet to have arrived at 
any Knowledge of even the rudimentary principles of their constitution— I 
confess that looking at these indications of the state of feeling there & at the 
equally significant Indications as to the feeling in the H. of Commons respecting 
the value of our Colonies I begin almost to despair of our long retaining those 
in N. America; while I am persuaded that to both parties a hasty separation 
will be a very serious evil. But whatever may be the result our duty is clear, 
it is to act steadily on the policy we have hitherto pursued, so that if a catastrophe 
shd occur the fault may rest exclusively with the Canadians. Our best hope lies 
in the improvement of the trade of the Province wh. is I think likely to take 
place; if the people become prosperous they will be indisposed to change the 
system under wh. that prosperity has arisen hence your account of the success 
wh has attended the commercial enterprises by the S* Lawrence is of great 
importance— 

Here we are I am happy to say within sight of the End of the Session, the 
prorogation will I hope certainly take place the week after next but the interval 
is one in wh we shall have much wh. is disagreeable to go through— In the Com
mons most of the more respectable members unconnected with the Govnt are 
gone & there remain some rabid protectionists & radicals a union of whom may 
at any time place us in a minority on the most foolish questions as happened last 
night— In the Lords we shall this Evening I suppose certainly be defeated on 
Brougham's resolutions agst our foreign Policy.— 

[Endorsed] ( s i ^ e d ) G R E Y 

July 20/49 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 
MONKLANDS 

, , _ T Juty 5. 1849. 
MY DEAR LORD, J 

I take the liberty of giving this letter to M. Joly seigneur of Lotbiniere who 
has requested a note of introduction to y. Lordship — Mr Joly is very desirous 
to obtain a Commission in the army for his Son, and although I know that I 
am not entitled to trouble you on such a subject, I trust you will permit me 
to mention that the young man represents one of the most distinguished families 
in Canada — his mother being sister to Mra Bingham. Mr Joly is a Gentleman 
of good fortune & high ambition— He resides chiefly at Paris — 

I have t h M hon to be 
My dear Lord 

The YouVs truly 
EAEL GEEY ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
[Endorsed] 
July 5/49 
Lord Elgin 
respecting Mr Joly 
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Private 
MONTREAL July 9. 1849., 

MY DEAR GREY, 

The two mails recieved since I last wrote have brought us very important 
intelligence — The vote in the House of Commons was so decisive1 that I do 
not think your Lordships will do much harm. As to McNab's plan for an amend
ing Act next Session I do not think it practicable— Of course it would suit 
him— It would add considerably to Papineau's contingent— It would weaken 
the Gov*— Perhaps break it up— Perhaps make a quarrel with me. In short 
it would open many chances of which the gallant Knight would not be slow 
to avail himself— Ask Lord John what La Sydenham thought of him as an 
intriguer. No— there is one thing you could do and only one thing which 
would really gratify that party.— I have suggested it — Turn me off — They 
flatter themselves, perhaps vainly, that they will never get another who will 
adhere so steadily as I have done to the rule of impartial justice— At any rate 
they -calculate that if I were dismissed the warning would not be thrown away 
on the most obstinate successor. If this were done you would not hear of any 
more objections to the Rebellion Bill — But I confess I am not sanguine that 
any persons who will not accept the Bill with our Commissioners and instructions 
will be content with any modification that does not imply either my removal 
or a change of administration — 

Meanwhile the news from England has produced a marked and so far as it 
goes satisfactory change in the tone of the Press.— In proof of which I send 
you the leading articles of the Tory papers of Saturday. 
N° 1 To begin with the worst, is my friend the Gazette — He, relying on 
arguments borrowed from the Mg Chronicle demonstrates that Canadians are 
absolved from the obligations of allegiance. You will observe however that he 
goes not for annexation but independence—and holds out an olive branch to 
Papineau's ultra democratic, ultra French, ultra rebel followers. 
No 2. Is the Herald—He is for obeying the law, forgiving old foes— and 
fraternizing with the French— He admits that the Rebellion Losses bill never 
was a sufficient cause for the violent talk which has ensued upon it—but it has 
removed a little difficulty which has hitherto prevented him from giving utterance 
to his real sentiments on the annexation question—of which he is on commercial 
grounds the advocate. 
No 3. Is the Transcript — a paper of considerable circulation especially in the 
rural districts — It takes a very satisfactory view of affairs Pronounces strongly 
against annexation—says that the Bill as it is to be carried out ought to 
satisfy reasonable men—points out that 3 of the Commissioners were officers 
of volunteers during the Rebellion:— . 

The Party, it would therefore appear, is now split into three; we shall see 
which of the fragments recieves the greatest increment as they roll through the 
Province. On one point all are agreed — We must have done with this habit 
of abusing the French — we must live with them on terms of amity and 

See above, p . S60 note. 
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affection1—Such is the first fruit of my policy w11 was to bring about, we were 
assured, a war of races. I am no less certain that notwithstanding the talk 
about annexation; it is much less imminent now than it was a fortnight before 
I sanctioned the Rebellion Losses bill.— 

Very sincerely Yours 
ELGIN & KINCARDINE 

The 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
July 9/49 
Lord Elgin 

[Enclosures] 

No. 1 
MONTREAL GAZETTE 

SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 7, 1849. 

The Montreal Weekly Gazette was published this morning, and may be had 
either at Mr. M'Coy's Store, Great St. James Street, or at the office of this 
paper. 

" With those who say that it does not signify whether they (the rebels) 
are paid or not, and, that we have nothing to do with the matter, we will not 
argue. By a strict parity of reasoning they are bound to hold, that the 
decisions of the Canadian Courts Martial might be reversed, and their members 
punished; or that a grant of public money might be made, from the funds of New 
South Wales, to Frost and Jones, to compensate them, (in the modest language 
of the Canadian 'claimants), " for loss of time, inconvenience sustained by 
transportation to Van Diemen's Land," and that we should have nothing to do 
with that matter. 

If such a doctrine be true, we can only say, that the Colonists do not owe 
allegiance to the Queen of Great Britain." 

The above extract is from the London Morning Chronicle of the 14th June. 
We entirely agree with it. " If such a doctrine be true, we can only say that 
the colonists do not owe allegiance to the Queen of Great Britain." 

For the last four months people have made up their minds to stake their 
allegianee upon the truth of that doctrine, as exemplified in the Rebellion Losses 
Bill. The example has been certified, and the truth of the doctrine confirmed; 
allegiance they maintain is no longer due. Nor does England desire any longer 
to retain the colony. She found the rebels troublesome when they rose in arms 
to drive her troops out of the country; she found the loyalists troublesome, when 
she only demanded of them to pay for the mischief she had called upon them 
to inflict. And she has asked herself the question, " of what use are these people 
to me? Better to give them up and have done with it." 
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The ex-loyalists enter into her feelings, and accept her determination. They 
are tired of a system of government which affords no guarantee for peace, no 
security for freedom, no check to party legislation. They now have moved 
one step in advance, and it is a great one. 

The British American League will consolidate the opinions, the efforts, and 
the objects of the Anglo-Saxon population of Canada. The only drawback that 
we can see to its action is, that it meets so soon after the recent determination 
of the Imperial Government, to refuse preventing its people who obeyed the 
law, from being forced to pay for the losses of those who resisted it. It is 
possible that the Delegates may not have had time to make up their minds as 
to the course they ought to pursue, and the length to which they ought to go in 
the present altered state of affairs. 

The state of parties within the colony has materially changed, since the 
League began to be formed; the relative position of Canada to Great Britain 
has been totally altered; and changes which might have been considered 
sufficient then, are obviously far from being sufficient now. And it would be 
matter of regret, if the Convention were to bring forward measures, which, 
while meeting portions of the evils of Canada, would leave others unprovided 
for, or which even for those seen and acknowledged might be but temporary. 

We have every confidence in the general intelligence and patriotism of our 
countrymen, and we feel satisfied that when they have had time to reflect, 
they will make up their minds for the largest measure of change which the 
Government of the Province ought to undergo, and which the British Govern
ment ought to be asked to concede. We trust that they may be prepared for this 
change, although we shall not be disappointed to find that they are not quite 
so yet. 

The questions involved are great and various, the interests heavy and con
flicting; it cannot, therefore, be expected that the convention at its first sitting 
will be ready to come to a decisive opinion upon all the points which must 
necessarily be brought before so august a body. Nor ought the Anglo-Saxon 
Parliament of Canada—as the Convention may well be called under the present 
aspect of affairs—to proceed with premature haste in pledging their constituents 
to a course of action, which hereafter they may find it necessary to modify. 

We wish to see everything done with calmness, with deliberation, with 
wisdom, and an enlighted regard to the future permanent condition and interest 
of our country. 

Resolutions which are formed with caution can be maintained with deter
mination. A crisis has arrived in the affairs of the Colony, is there intellect 
and prudence enough among us to meet it? We believe there is. 

i 

that required such supports was not worth keeping, a similar sentiment he 
expressed in his place in the House of Assembly last session of Parliament, 
notwithstanding he has sent a number of the Montreal Gazette containing a 
supposed libel on the would-be Scotchman. William Wallace, of the Township 
of Ramsay, (facts prove that the said figure has no claim to the former, and 

1 Clipping cut. 
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public notoriety asserts that he has less to the latter, but Willis, instead of 
Wallace, and the letter accompanying said Gazette, purporting that he, the said 
Malcolm had put himself in possession of the best law advice in Montreal with 
respect to libel cases, and on the strength of said advice, advises the said 
wight to enter a Libel action against the Gazette forthwith. O Dear! I'm sick! 
Good-night, Mr. Editor. 

Yours truly, 
JOHN MCWHINNIE. 

RAMSAY, 28th June, 1849. 

" Is it possible "? This is the heading of an article in the " Moniteur 
Canadien " of yesterday, written to inform his countrymen of the change which 
has come across the feelings of the Ex-Loyalists of Canada. He seems to know 
something of the honesty of the English character, and expresses readily his 
belief in the sincerity of the new movement. He is mistaken, however, in one 
particular. He uniformly couples Canadian Independence with Annexation to 
the United States; and because he advocates the latter, he thinks that the 
English are going to do so too. 

In this consists his error. There are many things to settle before the 
Canadian English can entertain the proposal of Annexation. A fair division 
of the Province must be made even for Independence, by which hostile collision 
between the two races may be averted,—a matter of humanity and civilisation 
to be accomplished by separating the English portion of the Lower Province 
comprising a great part of the district of Montreal and the Townships, from 
the French portion below, and erecting a French Province with Quebec its 
capital as a free port. 

After some such arrangement has been made to prevent quarrels and contests I 
in time to come, it will be time to calculate whether we are to gain or lose by 
Annexation. Our own opinion is that we should not gain. 

Our revenue is £500,000, and our debt nearly £5,000,000. Why should we 
give up the one, without being relieved from the other? 

Then again Canada could never ask Great Britain, to authorise us to 
annex ourselves to a foreign and a powerful rival nation. It must be the wish 
of all who look for a change, to part from Great Britain in peace, and with good 
feeling. She desires it, and Canada cannot but desire it. But this could not 
be done if we ask for annexation. The pride of a thousand years would forbid 
it. And there are other considerations, which we have neither time nor space to 
enter upon to-day. 

We wish to cultivate a good understanding with Le Moniteur and L'Avenir, 
and those who think with them, as to the necessity of an advance for Canada, 
independent of trammels of any kind, either from Priest or -King, and we advise 
them to point out to their readers the difficulties in the way of petitions for 
Annexation, compared with those for Independence. 
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The only difficulty that can arise as to Independence within the Colony, is 

the division of the Province, but by mutual concessions that may be peaceably 
arranged. But the English must rule above, while the French may rule below. 

No. 2 
MONTREAL HERALD. 

SATURDAY MORNING, July 7, 1849 

The Indemnity Bill has now gone through all the stages which can render it 
an accomplished fact. In the Colony it has passed the two branches of the 
Legislature, and has been assented to by the Governor General. In England 
Her Majesty's ministers have given to it that ultimate sanction which their 
previous conduct had led all men to expect. Their conduct has been approved 
in the Commons, in the only constitutional way by which that House can 
express its opinion on the performance of a duty, which the constitution con
fides to the Crown. In the Lords, the Peers have given their support, though 
by a very small majority, to the principles avowed by the Commons. The Bill 
is really and truly law; and, however distasteful, must be respected as such 
by every good citizen. That is the condition upon which all governments, 
monarohial or constitutional, can alone be carried on;—the principle which 
will never grow out of date, whether we remain a nominal dependency, a prac
tically independent State, or whether our destiny shall lead us to another political 
connection. That must be the law in all communities till " chaos be come 
again,"—till anarchy reigns, instead of civil order. But, it is no less the rule 
of practical wisdom than of civil government, to forget the past and irrevocable, 
or to remember it only as a warning, and to look forward to the duties, which 
the revolution of time is constantly renewing for every intelligent being. 
Enough mischief has been done, God knows,—enough argument, and objurga
tion, and contention have taken place during the period which has elapsed since 
the introduction of the Bill to our publication this day, which announces its 
last stage. Jam sat superque. Let us think of what we have to do, rather than 
what has been done, whether with our consent, or against it. David ceased to 
lament when he knew that his child was dead. Under whatever figure we may 
describe the opposition to the indemnity bill, it is dead sure enough, and the 
sooner it is buried the better. Nor will it be amiss, if, with the defunct—follow
ing the ancient Scandinavian method.—we inter his warlike arms and acoutre-
ments, which have been so well battered in the contest, that we doubt their 
capacity to be of much service on future occasions. We would desire in plainer 
language, that the asperities and ill will, the hard joking, and hard language 
which were inseparable from the late struggle, should have their end with it. 
In whatever State there is discussion, there will also be division; nor is it possible 
that in a State like ours, composed of such discordant elements, irritated by such 
bitter recollections, often animated by such contrary interests and motives, 
our divisions, should fail to be sometimes disastrous, and if persevered 
in ruinous. When communities become indifferent to polities, they soon 
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cease to possess political power; but there is a point beyond which conten
tion cannot be pushed without being equally destructive to liberty, and 
far more destructive to all the other interests that men hold dear. 
This point is surely reached when men tire even of prolonged complaint. 
The English law exonerates every man from the guilt of treason who obeys an 
usurper, after he has attained the power of a de facto king, for our social duties 
attach themselves to the present, not to the past and society can bear any thing 
rather than confusion and violence. 

Among our most pressing 'political duties, it has now become evident, that 
the one of chief importance is the consideration of the question of annexation, 
and we are anxious that our countrymen of all classes, should approach it, in a 
spirit as little as possible biased by former disputes, as much as possible, pre
pared to discuss it as an independent subject. There are so many obvious 
advantages, and so many plain evils to be hoped on the one hand and expected 
on the other that thinking men may well remain in doubt as to the part which 
it becomes them to pursue.— But what is most necessary is that we should get 
rid of all improper motives that will not only blind us in endeavouring to see 
our path; but will, if encouraged, infallibly prevent us from arriving at any 
decision that will be satisfactory or permanent. In balancing the pros and cons 
of the question, we must look simply to the effects, which annexation would 
produce. For our own part we should repudiate the idea that the recent course 
of the British Government furnished a good cause for a desire on our parts to 
become a state of the Union. All that we desire to say on that subject is, that 
the tie of honour, which forced Britons to consider themselves as the advanced 
guard of Great Britain in Canada, has been dissolved, by the action of the 
British Government; and that as members of an independent nation they are 
now at liberty to act for themselves. But we neither hate Great Britain, nor 
monarchy; nor have we any dilettanti admiration for the Americans, or for a 
republic; since we have known many intelligent men, who have been equally 
good citizens and equally well satisfied under her Majesty's Government, or 
under that of the President.—We love Great Britain because we are British by 
birth or descent, and we shall continue to love her, though a new form of political 
existence may oblige our duty to another state.—To pretend that the passage 
of the indemnity bill has changed the affections of our lives, would be an affec
tation, that could gain no belief. If we would now attempt to carry a measure 
which we would lately have opposed, it is only because we find ourselves released 
from a partnership, perhaps inconsistent with our interests, but to which we 
were honorably engaged. Neither should we be inclined to make our opposition 
to the present ministers, nor our dislike to the conduct of Lord Elgin, a cause 
for the formation of an annexationist party. Still less should we commit the 
absurdity, if we determine to go for annexation, of making the " putting down 
of the French," or the reform of any particular civil, or ecclesiastical abuse 
arising out of the French element of our society, a reason for our choice. It 
must be evident, by this time, to all the world, that no party can succeed in 
United Canada, without a genuine union of both elements—not based upon the 
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names of ancient leaders, who have deserted their friends, but on some common 
principle, or at least on some common object. This is especially true of such a 
movement as that, which we are considering. If it is to be any thing but a 
party cry on the one hand, or a mere flash, to be followed by disgraceful, ridicu
lous failure on the other, it must be a very unanimous movement. Without that 
it can neither be successful in the colony, in England, nor in the United States. 

Instead of motives alike unworthy and deceptive, we would put these simple 
and intelligible ones; that in passing to the United States, we should come within 
the bounds of a system of trade, from which we are now excluded; but which 
would be far more valuable than that to which we belong.—This in itself would 
largely increase the prosperity of the country; but in its train would come an 
accession of emigration, not of the miserable and starving from Europe; but of 
intelligent and monied manufacturers and merchants from the South. Capital 
would come too, because those capitalists who are most near to us, would possess 
that patriotic interest in our welfare which arises from the claim of a common 
country; while monied men would not be deterred from investments in Canadian 
securities from that fear of violent change, which will always be our bane, so 
long as annexation remains in reversion, the threat of every dissatisfied party, 
the frequent object, perhaps, of turbulence and violence. We may also hope 
that the political distractions, which have hitherto done so much to injure and 
retard us, would be, at least, alleviated, by a change, which would so completely 
nullify the old grounds of quarrel. It would neither establish a French nation
ality; nor would it destroy the political influence exercised by the French portion 
of our population. But it would make all men seeking public distinction look 
to the ideas, which find most favour in American circles, as those upon which 
alone they could hope for success. They would not consider so much what 
would be approved by the dominant party in Montreal; but what would be 
most effective with those who possessed the ascendancy at Washington. Thus, 
Canadian ideas would be Americanized: in other words they would be Anglicized 
to the extent to which English ideas could be suited to citizens of the United 
States. Then we should gain all that we desire from the French part of our 
population, not by force, but by their own efforts to fit themselves to act in the 
new sphere in which they would have to move. 

In approaching a subject so comparatively new as this, it is probable that 
there may be great diversity of opinions on minor points. We can hardly hope, 
in endeavouring to discuss it, to meet all the views of those who, in the main, 
will agree with us. Many different causes will lead different parties to the same 
common result; but it will be clearly necessary to put the general movement, on 
so broad a basis, and with so simple an object, that whatever may induce the 
wish, all who wish alike may be able to act together. 
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No. 3 

MONTREAL TRANSCRIPT AND COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER 

SATURDAY, JULY 7, 1849 

We direct the particular attention of our readers to a letter which we give 
below, signed " An Old Colonist," and which we extract from the Courier news
paper. On reading that letter we were led to refer to the debates in the House 
of Commons on the 14th and 15th ult., which have been published at some length 
in the newspapers. The result of that reference has been to satisfy us that the 
view taken by an " Old Colonist " is substantially correct, and that far from 
having to complain of the British Government, we have received from that Gov
ernment all that we can reasonably ask for. We undertake to prove this in a 
way that can admit of no doubt. We defy any reasonable man to read the 
extracts we will lay before him, and then assert that the British Ministry has 
wantonly insulted the feelings of its loyal subjects in Canada. They have not 
disallowed the bill, it is true, but neither have they sanctioned it. They have 
taken a course which ought to satisfy us, and which leaves no victory to our 
opponents. We are only surprised that any public writer should be found bold 
enough to challenge this truth. We say that it is pitiable that the public mind 
should be abused as it has been. We blush when we think of the insults that 
have been lavished on the British Ministry—of the cool threats of annexation— 
of the base renunciation of allegiance: and for what? Let any man sit down 
and quietly read the debates in the British Parliament, and then tell us for 
what cause these threats have been used. Have the complaints of the loyalists 
been unattended to?—have their great apprehensions been disregarded?—have 
their respectful petitions been ignominiously rejected? " Yes," some will reply. 
Yes ! We deny it, and we challenge them to prove it. We say that the repre
sentations of the loyal inhabitants have been respectfully listened to; we say 
that their natural fear that rebels would be rewarded, has been most tenderly 
regarded by the British Government and in the British Senate. Instead of being 
insulted, the victory, as every reasonable man will see, has been virtually left 
in our hands. 

Let us turn back a little to take a review of this vexed and most abused 
question. Nothing can be more evident, as the " Old Colonist " observes, than 
that the Colonial Ministry have backed out of their original position. They 
did intend to pay rebels: of that there is no doubt. They would have paid 
every man engaged in the disturbances of 1837 and 1838, if they could. That 
was the original position, but they abandoned it to take up what some have 
since thought, was even stronger ground, in Mr. Boulton's amendment. Under 
that amendment those convicted of High Treason, or banished to Bermuda, 
were excepted; all the rest were to be paid—all—although that " all " included 
hundreds of the most active and dangerous participators in the rebellion. Such, 
at least, was the intention of the ministers and their supporters. Whether they 
had deceived Lord Elgin we cannot undertake to say. His Lordship's subse
quent declaration would seem to infer that they had, and it is only fair, and 
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what we should do to any other man, to believe what his Lordship has said. 
Respecting their own intentions, however, we have no doubt, and never had. 

Now let us enquire how the position of parties has been affected since Lord 
Elgin gave his assent to the introduction of this bill ; or rather how the character 
of the bill itself has been affected by the proceedings had upon it since it became 
the subject of legislative enquiry. The original proposition, be it borne in mind, 
being to pay all but convicted traitors and the men banished to Bermuda. 

The first indications of wavering on this point came from the ministry 
themselves. Both in the Lower and Upper Houses it was asserted that it was 
not intended to pay rebels. I t is true that these assertions were not taken for 
much. The speech of the Hon. Mr. Jones in the Upper and the dogged silence 
of the Ministry when challenged by Col. Prince in the-Lower House, seemed to 
give the lie to those declarations. The country continued to believe that rebels 
would be paid, and the country was, under the circumstances, justified in so 
believing. 

Then came the assent to the bill—then came the disturbances, and shortly 
afterwards came Lord Elgin's reply to the people of Hastings. In this reply, 
His Lordship declared it to be his " firm belief " that it was not intended, in 
passing the bill, " to countenance rebellion, or to compensate the losses of persons 
guilty of the heinous crime of treason." Now when a British Nobleman pledges 
his firm belief as to a particular intention, it is only commonly civil to suppose 
that he really means what he says; and, therefore, (although our contemporaries 
chose to adopt a different course) we gladly seized on Lord Elgin's declaration 
as a way of getting out of a " fix." We said at that time what we say now— 
that if His Lordship's interpretation of the bill on giving it his sanction, was 
that rebels were not to be paid, then there could be no great difficulty in the 
matter. The British Government would, as a matter of course, see that His 
Lordship's interpretation prevailed; and in that case we had no very great fear 
that rebels would be paid. 

The view we took of His Lordship's memorable reply has been borne out 
to the very letter by what has taken place in the British' House of Commons ; 
and we put it to every candid man, after he has read the extracts we shall give 
from the debates, whether we are not justified in asserting that the British party 
have not virtually gained all that they asked for. We undertake to show that 
we have the specific guarantee of the British Government that what Lord Elgin 
declared to be his "firm belief" respecting the Rebellion Bill will be strictly 
kept in view in carrying that bill into effect. " Lord Elgin," said the Premier of 
England " meant to act in the spirit of that declaration—he meant to do all in 
his power to carry into effect the view that it was not to compensate the losses 
of persons guilty of the heinous crime of treason that the bill had been passed, 
and for his own part, SPEAKING IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNMENT, he had perfect 
confidence in the integrity and justice of Lord Elgin, and he believed that those 
words which his Lordship had pronounced, HE WOULD CARRY INTO EFFECT. Of 
course (added His Lordship) much would depend in respect to the mode of carry
ing out that -act, upon the INSTRUCTIONS TO BE GIVEN, and upon the Commissioners 

9337—26 
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to be named. I t was Lord Elgin's own wish, he believed, that before any formal 
act was taken in this country, THE INSTRUCTIONS WHICH HE PROPOSED TO GIVE THE 

COMMISSIONERS SHOULD REACH ENGLAND. Her Majesty's Government had not yet 
received the Act in such a shape that the Queen in Council would be advised to 
give any decision on it, either to carry it into operation or otherwise; but he told 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Gladstone) that it was the belief of himself and 
his colleagues—which they meant immediately to convey to Lord Elgin, that it 
would be their duty to leave that Act to its operation—that"—(mark this, oh 
reader,) " they should do so in the confidence that those instructions would be 
framed in the spirit of the declarations which he himself had made (that is, that 
it is not intended " to countenance rebellion " or " compensate persons guilty of 
treason,") and that they did not doubt when those instructions should arrive, but 
they would be found to be such as to enable them to advise the Queen to give her 
entire approbation to Lord Elgin's conduct." 

Now, what in the name of common honesty and common sense, can be 
required more than is here? Ought not this to be sufficient to satisfy every 
reasonable man? Is it for such language as this that ultra-loyal writers are 
seriously discussing the advantages of annexation, and cooly declaring allegiance 
to Great Britain to be no longer a duty? Shame, shame,—a thousand times 
shame. If this is the kind of loyalty the Canadian market supplies, the sooner 
it is bundled out of sight the better. 

But this is not all. Lord John Russell did not stop here. He seems to have 
desired to put beyond the possibility of a doubt what the views of her Majesty's 
Government are. In this spirit he continues—" According to all probability 
they should be in possession before a long time of the Act in its formal shape, 
and of the instructions which might be given upon it. Under those instructions, 
he had no doubt, the directions would be such as to compensate those losses 
caused wantonly and unjustly during the course of the rebellion. That any 
instructions could be so framed as to prevent any person who might have in any 
way countenanced the rebellion from receiving compensation without having 
recourse to the danger and difficulty, and he might say, the torture of new trials 
for high treason, was, what he confessed, he did not believe. H E BELIEVED ALL 

THAT COULD BE DONE—all that the respect for justice—all that sound justice 
could require, would be done by Lord Elgin in his capacity of Governor General." 

What could Lord John Russell say more than this? Is it for this that our 
allegiance is to be renounced?—is this the evidence of insult and contumely? 
We leave it to the honest and loyal Englishmen and Scotchmen and Irishmen 
of the country to answer that question. We know what their answer will be. 
We know that they will see no evidence of insult in the manly declarations of 
the Premier of England; but that on the contrary, they will see a strenuous 
desire to do justice and act with honor and honesty in the premises. A real 
injury, or insult, we know they would resist. Were England to attempt to thrust 
an unjust measure down their throats—much as they love her, they would perish 
sooner than submit; but when she stands between them and insult, when she 
tells them plainly—we will watch over this Bill—we will hold our representative 
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to his pledge—we will do all in our power to take care that rebels are not paid 
—then to talk of resistance and rebellion on their part is to fix on them the 
infamy and libel of the foulest and basest ingratitude. 

But it is not the evidence of Lord John Russell alone that we have. If it 
were, since his Lordship is not a lawyer, people might ask whether the power as 
well as the will existed to serve us. Is it possible to prevent compensation being 
awarded to persons who were actually engaged in the rebellion? On this point 
the opinion of the Attorney General of England will, we presume, be taken as 
conclusive. In answering that question, that high legal functionary expressly 
confirmed what had previously fallen from the Premier. " The result (he said) 
at which he had after mature consideration arrived was, that the Canadian Act 
did not necessarily entitle persons who had been rebels to compensation; but 
that much would depend on the nature of the instructions to be given to the 
Commissioners, and on the manner in which the Commissioners might act upon 
them." **** " Lord Elgin in his instructions to the Commissioners would have a 
right, not to tell them precisely what they must do, but to direct their attention 
to the particular mode of ascertaining what was an unjust, unnecessary and a 
wanton destruction of property. That would be the most delicate and the most 
regular way of [what do you think, reader?] EXCLUDING PERSONS NOT ENTITLED 

TO COMPENSATION. The words unjust, unnecessary, and wanton, would give the 
Commissioners great latitude." 

Here again, we ask, does this look like an intention of insulting the loyal 
British population by paying rebels?—Is it such a legal construction as leaves 
no hope to those who have been honestly opposed to the Bill? The reverse is 
evidently the case. I t pins Lord Elgin down to his declaration. I t says to him 
in effect—" Now, my Lord, you say there is no intention to pay rebels: we will 
see whether you are in earnest: mind you need not pay them unless you desire 
it; the law allows you ample latitude not to pay them if you choose, and if you 
do pay them, the responsibility rests on your head." After this declaration, we 
hold it morally impossible that Lord Elgin can allow one single claim which 
does not come strictly within the meaning of the words "unjust, unnecessary, 
and wanton" to pass. To do so would be, as Lord John truly observed, to 
declare that no faith is to be placed in Lord Elgin's word, and that he pronounced 
a falsehood when he said that there was no intention of remunerating rebels. 

And it was in the same tone and in the same spirit that the remarks which 
fell from every speaker on this occasion were couched. We will give one or two 
extracts from the speeches of the principal orators, to show how unfounded are 
the charges which have been made by certain parties in Canada. But those who 
wish to satisfy themselves on this point, must read the entire debate. If they 
can find there the slightest evidence of a desire to insult the British party in 
Canada, then have we totally failed to comprehend the language and meaning 
of the speakers. 

Let us take Mr. Labouchere's speech as an instance. This gentleman— 
President of the Board of Trade and one of the Cabinet—what is his view of 
the measure? Does he regard it as a Bill to pay rebels—a bill the object of 
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which, is to insult the loyal and British inhabitants? On the contrary he directly 
declares that " such is not the object of the Bill." " I t was quite possible (he 
said) that after a lapse of twelve years, persons who had in the excitement and 
confusion of that period been mixed up in the rebellion, might accidentally 
receive indemnity for losses they had sustained, but such was not the object of 
the Bill; and if it should happen in a few cases, it was better that it should be 
so than that a kind of Star Chamber, as his noble friend had last night said, 
should be set up to try parties for the alleged part they had taken in a rebellion 
so long gone by. His belief was, notwithstanding what had taken place in 
Canada, notwithstanding those disgraceful riots at Montreal, with which he was 
far from wishing to connect any respectable party in Canada—for he believed 
they were disowned and regretted by all parties, his firm belief was, that all 
classes and parties in Canada, and especially those whose loyalty had been so 
strikingly manifested during the rebellion, would hold fast their loyalty and 
attachment to this country." 

In a similar strain spoke the old head of the Conservative party, Sir Robert 
Peel, respecting whose feelings on the point of loyalty no one can reasonably 
entertain a doubt. " We have the positive assurance of Lord Elgin, (said Sk 
Robert) that there is no intention on his part, or on the part of the promoters 
of the Act, to encourage Rebellion or Treason in Canada. We have the declara
tion of His Lordship's Attorney General, Mr. LaFontaine, that those parties 
had not the slightest intention of doing what has been attributed to them. (This 
we do not believe: but no matter, if they choose to tell a lie and eat humble 
pudding, it is their affair, not ours—all we demand is that rebels be not paid.) 
* * * * " In addition to the assurance of the Governor General, we have that 
of the noble Lord at the head of the administration, that the decision of the 
Government is at least suspended until the instructions which are to be received 
from Canada shall arrive. The Attorney General also, having been appealed 
to to give us the legal construction of the Act, stated, as a lawyer, that on con
sidering the preamble of the act, he was of opinion that the exceptions intro
duced into it did not necessarily limit the discretion of the Commissioners. If, 
then, the same latitude be allowed to the Commissioners of Lower Canada as 
was given to the Commissioners of Upper Canada, I deprecate the adoption of 
a course by this house which would establish a distinction between the two 
Provinces." 

Thus spoke Sir Robert Peel, and again we ask—does this look like an inten
tion to pay rebels? Under the instructions given to the Commissioners in Upper 
Canada, we have it on record that the claims of rebels were rejected; and after 
the multiplied assurances which have been offered by Lord Elgin and his ministry, 
and the reassertion of those assurances by Lord John Russell and the Imperial 
Cabinet, is it reasonable to conclude that a different course will be pursued in 
Lower Canada? 

That this will not be the case, we think we can discover in the steps recently 
taken by the original authors of the bill in this country. We think we can 
perceive in the acts of the Colonial Ministry themselves an indication of drawing 
back—of giving up the point—of not paying rebels. The Commission which 
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they have appointed looks very much as though the declaration of Lord Elgin 
to the people of Hastings was not to go for nothing. The nomination of three 
gentlemen who held Commissions as officers of volunteers during the rebellion, 
can hardly be construed into a fresh insult to the British population. But do 
we thank them for that?—do we take that as an evidence of awakened modera-

[ tion—of regret and repentance? Not at all. We are not such fools as to ascribe 
I that to their generosity which we owe to their fears. If they could have had 

their own way, of course they would have paid rebels. I t is too late for them 
to deny that now. Why did they not deny it when called on explicitly to do so— 
when denial would have prevented outrage and convulsion and loss? 

On the backs of the Colonial Ministry we place all the responsibility of 
what has occurred. We say that they are responsible for the present state of 
the country. One word from them would have saved the Parliament House— 
one word from them would have saved Lord Elgin—one word from them would 
have saved (it may be) the country. We are no apologists for them. We do 
not wish to ward off one iota of the responsibility which justly rests on their 
heads. But we do desire to see this question placed on its proper footing; we 
desire to arrest that wicked and mischievous lie, which asserts that England 
and the Queen are parties to the crime of Mr. Lafontaine. We assert, that there 
is not a tittle of evidence to support such an accusation as this. Those who 
made it are not honest, and cannot be British at heart. They are cozening 
plausible knaves who wish to rob us of our allegiance under the pretence of 
insulted loyalty. Out upon such wicked pretences. If they will have annexa
tion—if they have made up their minds to go and join the States, let them 
boldly proclaim it; but let them not make use of the base, the mean, the dirty 
lie that England has driven them to it. Annexation, we will not attempt to 
deny, is a fair question for discussion. If the material interests of Canada are 
bound up with the fortunes of the neighbouring Republic, we, at least, do not 
believe that there is any kind of loyalty this country can boast, or ever could 
boast, which will long stand the temptation; but if we are to join the States, 
let us not add hypocrisy and lying to the sin of broken allegiance. Proclaim 
at once the fact, that for the protection and kindness and incessant favors of 
nearly a century, the highly loyal and British population of Canada offer (at 
the very first apportunity,) annexation as a return. This will at least be intelli
gible if not very consistent or honest. 

But it is an insult to the British population to suppose that they (as a body) 
entertain any such idea, and we only regret that the course pursued by some 
of them should have raised even the slightest suspicion that such could be the 
case. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING COURIER. 

SIB,—I perceive, by your issue of the morning, that you are of opinion that 
the letter of Mr. Hawes to Sir Allan McNab is an insult to the loyal population 
of Canada, that " rebels will be paid," notwithstanding the Under Secretary of 
State's official declaration to the contrary, and your decision appears to be based 
on the opinion of the Attorney General. Now, my friend, I differ from you on 
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both points.—Let us take the opinion of the Attorney General first. True it is 
he says " it was impracticable to frame an Act that should restrict compensation 
to persons who were not rebels;" but he also says—" if it were said that a rebel 
might get compensation under this Act, it might be answered, so he might even 
if rebels had been expressly excluded, since it would be a question of sufficiency 
of proof." How are we to reconcile this, at first sight, apparently contradictory 
statement? Simply thus, as it appears to me: The Attorney General means 
it would be impossible so to frame an Act, &c, because all minute particulars 
of enquiry could not be so detailed as to avoid the necessity of going into proof. 
In whatever way it might be framed, there must still be " a question of sufficiency 
of proof. He concludes by saying—"Lord Elgin had a right to instruct the 
Commissioners to make enquiry into the circumstances of all claims." I under
stand, then, the opinion of the Attorney General to be, that by the spirit of the 
Act, rebels should not be paid, and that spirit is found in the exceptions made 
in the Act. Sir Robert Peel evidently draws a similar conclusion from the 
Attorney General's speech. He says: " The declaration of Lord Elgin, the assur
ance of Lord J. Russell, and the legal opinion of the Attorney General, PROVED 

that the same test would be applied in Lower Canada as in Upper Canada, and 
he, therefore, would vote against the motion of Mr. Herries. The point, then, it 
appears to me, is gained. The Government of England have got the legal opin
ion of their Attorney General, that rebels need not necessarily be paid under 
the provisions of the Act; and, consequently they have DECIDED that persons who 
have been guilty of the heinous crime of rebellion shall NOT be paid. The official 
letter of the Under Secretary of State declares it most emphatically. What 
more do we want—is not the point in contention gained? 

You are of opinion that the understanding of the loyalists of Canada is 
insulted by the supposition, or assertion, that they had not brains enough to 
discover that the Rebel Losses Bill was never intended to indemnify rebels. I 
submit that the insult (if any) is not chargeable upon the British Government, 
or the people of England; they have uniformly acted upon the declarations of 
Lord Elgin, confirmed by the opinion of the Attorney General, and the Parlia
ment has done the same. It is for His Excellency, therefore, to answer to the 
people of Canada—not the British Government, nor the British Parliament. 
The quarrel of the Colonists, therefore, is with the former, and not with the 
latter. True it is, we know right well, that it was the intention of the Colonial 
Government to pay rebels; but it is equally apparent that they have backed 
out of that intention, and that the old loyalists have gained the victory. Let 
them take the victory, and pocket the affront; they can afford it. 

A N OLD COLONIST. 

Montreal, July 4, 1849. 

But to return to the Rebellion Bill. We repeat that we do not believe, that 
after the assurances which have been offered in the British House of 
Commons—rebels, known and notorious rebels, will be paid. We conscien
tiously believe that Lord John Russell and the Ministry of England have 
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saved us from that degradation—Lord Elgin dare not (were he ever so 
much the creature of his ministry) permit such an outrage after what has 
taken place. If his word were not pledged—his reputation is. He, be it 
borne in mind, had placed the Home Government for a moment in a most critical 
and dangerous position. From that position he has dexterously, if not very 
consistently, endeavoured to escape. He has said that there is no intention to 
pay rebels, and those whose interests his conduct had so seriously committed 
have taken him up upon that declaration. At the heels of this, comes the 
appointment of certainly not an obnoxious Commission, and a declaration in the 
Pilot that the instructions to those Commissioners " will be found to be in full 
accordance with the Act, and with the plain, honest, and frank answer of Lord 
Elgin to the Hastings Address." 

If they are, and if they be honestly acted on, we can only say that we shall 
be satisfied. I t will be sufficient for us to know that rebels are not paid. That 
can be no " insult " which results in our opponents being beaten from the position 
which we know they wanted to occupy, and which they would have occupied 
had it not been for the determined resistance of the insulted loyalists of the 
country, and the mild but firm and judicious assistance of the Statesmen of 
England. If we know any thing of the British of Lower Canada, they will not 
be so unreasonable as to assist in keeping up an unnatural state of excitement 
after they have the assurance that the point for which they have contended is 
given up by their opponents. If the instructions about to be published go to 
show that rebels will not be paid, then we say that the victory is ours. The dis
grace, the responsibility, rests with double force on the heads of the men who 
first introduced the abominable measure; but the British party are not injured, 
and ought not, and must not, and will not complain. 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL— July 16. 1849 

M Y DEAR GREY, 

I send you two letters which may be worthy Your persual. The first from 
a Toronto lawyer— a sensible well informed man, I believe — I am unac
quainted with him, and his letter which is a confidential communication to a 
friend, was never expected to meet my eye.— The second is from one of my 
Ministers to my Brother — Both are on the whole satisfactory and pretty well 
borne out by what I learn through other channels. Some most infamous articles 
have appeared in one or two of the most violent U.C papers— particularly in 
one edited by a certain 0 . Gowan, a leader of the Conservative Party and late 
Grand Master of the orange men.—threatening me if I set my foot in the 
U—Province. I have no great fears of what these Gentry could do because I 
am confident any outrage from them would provoke a tremendous reaction — At 
the same time it is very undesirable that my presence should be made the occas
ion for Party demonstrations— unless indeed the Conventionale boldly take 
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their stand on annexation— then I may properly head the British connexion 
Party against them — otherwise I should be glad if my progress through the 
Country could be conducted quietly—and if the two Parties would agree on 
some address of compliment as is suggested in the letter herewith enclosed. I 
shall adhere therefore a little longer to my expectant Policy, and not move 
from this until I find what is done at the convention which is to be holden at 
Kingston on the 25 th of this month.— 

With the exception of one or two quarrels in the Street between orange men and 
riband men the 12th passed off here quietly — I t is said that the orangemen 
found that they could not muster more than 800 and were afraid of being over
powered if they commenced a conflict; besides which the leaders who are very 
desirous to bring orangemen riband men and French republicans together must 
have been opposed to 12 of July demonstrations.— The orangemen are also I 
take it, in other places if not here, divided in sentiment — Many of them will 
not go for annexation — I am told that their present Grand Master is of this 
class and that he is otherwise of rather moderate views — The resolutions of 
the body, which are to be found in newspaper article No l . 1 herewith enclosed, 
and which are supposed to be the handywork of M [ I ] 0 . Gowan, are however 
violent enough. We are informed by telegraph that there was rioting on the 12th 

among the canallers on the Welland Canal and that some Catholics were shot. 
The particulars have not yet reached us. — 
No 2. Newspaper extract —• is a letter from Gen. Scott of the U.S. Army Com
mander in Chief, on the subject of Annexing Canada to the Union. Only think 
of the D. of Wellington's writing a letter to say that it would be a good plan 
to take possession of Sicily or Martinique or any other portion of the territory 
appertaining to a friendly power! But so it is— the elevation of Taylor to the 
Presidency will set all the military ambitions in the Republic agog. — They 
who cannot rise with him in honesty will try to outdo him in some other line — 
No 3. Shews that the opposition are making all they can of the fact that (the 
D. of Wellington did not vote in the Canadian Debate, and N° 4. is a placard 
which has been stuck all over the town with extracts from the Speeches of 
Stanley And Lyndhurst.— 
No 5. is an extract from a Tory Paper admitting pretty broadly that the French 
Canadians are the only class in Canada on whose hostility to annexation reliance 
can be placed. 

Annexation is certainly more than ever discussed — Papineau's party have 
got three newspapers, one of the three being notoriously the property of M. Viger 
Lord Metcalfe's President of the Council.l The most advanced of the trio is at 
open war with the R.C. Church & clergy, and all dish up the democratic trash 
which is furnished by the Parisian periodical Press démocratique et non sociale— 
for we do not patronize socialism here — This is what you may eall the nonsense 
of the movement,— I t can only tell with the French, and with a very unpractical 
empty headed portion of them. In the rural districts it makes little or no way.— 
The English annexationists all take an L.S.D. view of the question — The fact 
that the States are prosperous and Canada the reverse gives them a great advan
tage in the argument. I am far from thinking however that it is an unmixed 

1TaeBe clippings are not in the collection. 
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evil that the subject should be discussed. The more it is canvassed the more 
formidable will the difficulties appear and the greater the sacrifices which 
Canada will have to make to enter the union — The American press is per
petually treating of the question, but in a very nonchalant insolent tone — I 
cannot however but think that there must be American money employed here 
in the work of propagandism —• It is difficult to believe that the French annexa
tion papers could keep afloat without assistance — 

The cholera has been somewhat 'more rife during the past few days, and 
we had a continuance of drought which inspired fears for the crops Things are 
looking better again now in that respect. 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
July 16/49 
Lord Elgin 
Reca July 29 

[Enclosures] 

[Letter 1] 
TORONTO—5th July—1849 

You rate me Soundly — The man political is, notwithstanding the abstrac
tions and Science of his professed rules of Action, after all like other men, partly 
& Sometimes Greatly animal — Were I to Say now what my opinion is of the 
Course that will be pursued by our Opponents in the Event of Lord Elgin visit
ing us, I should Say, judging by all appearances and by my own Notion of what 
is rational — No personal insult would be offered to him here — This opinion 
however is not founded on any Certain information. I t is derived from the 
daily Converse I hold with our opponents. Still, after what has happened in 
Montreal, & bearing in Mind the peculiar Soreness with which the recent Set 
down is felt, & the paroxysm to which Men in Such circumstances are Subject, 
and how much of the Animal is in the Man political, I would prefer to Say wait 
a little until we further feel our way — A Slight incident might change all the 
present fair prospects while the minds of men are in Such a State of Excitability 
— As to the ultimate result I feel no doubt whatever— Annexation has no 
footing, in U.C. — I see it rampant in Montreal. You may deal with it as 
entirely within the limits of your City—. The League & other Organizations 
here denounced it — The Patriot of today—after all his ferocity has fairly 
pronounced against it. This is the Organ of the Orangemen here, if they have 
any. At the Meeting of the Constitutional Society here the other day the 
Montreal Herald on Annexation was produced & denounced. The Convention 
at Kingston if it Meet will degenerate into a Mere Electioneering Club —or 
else explode, and the U.C. fragments will Maintain British Connexion — This 
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is my firm anticipation, & I see no Cause at present to doubt it. I announced 
to You in a letter under Cover to Merritt, that I was engaged on planning a 
British Connexion Society— Since I found that the U.C. Branches of the League 
repudiate Annexation, I have rested on My Oars. It would be better I think 
to let them fight on that Question among themselves & explode— We are then 
whole & entire to absorb the U.C—fragments—whereas if we were to Start 
on our own hook now, it might have the Effect of making them, unite on a Course 
of action — I have no fear whatever of Annexation.— A little Quiet and You 
will See Reason assert her Sway. It is proposed now to have a Conservative 
Address of Want of Confidence in the Government, but of respect to the Queen's 
Representative. If this were to Continue to be the plan of action on the part 
of the Conservatives, there would be another address of Confidence, Loyalty, 
and enthusiastic approbation — And by receiving, as I rely on receiving, from 
you timely Notice of His Excellency's advent, in Numbers and respectability I 
think we would carry the day. But then as on this plan, there might possibly 
arise collision between the two tails, I think it would be preferable that we 
Should unite in an Address Silent as to politics, on admitting our differences, 
but uniting in Loyalty to the Queen & honor to Her Representative. That is 
my present idea. What do you Say to it? 

I have not been able to come near Enough to the Orange Lodges to know 
beforehand what they are about— You know it is death to a Member to reveal. 
This fear would render it almost impossible to Succeed as you propose. The ad
vance might be made by way of Sops to * Character is too 
Notorious for Even this Sort of dealing. * is worth little. What shows 
the Grade of the Society here— its prime leaders are two low fellows— * 
& a hunchback Clerk in * office. Still the danger from these fellows 
is not perhaps the less, that their leaders are of this low Class. Although I do 
not think they can influence the members Generally to resort to any Violence. 
They will probably be Satisfied with an uncommon demonstration on the 12th 

On that Day they can push out their Men under the present excitement — It 
will be better to have all our arrangements Come after that day, as we will 
by that means diminish the Excitement they may endeavour to get up, and 
our proceedings Coming immediately after, will Supplant theirs in the public 
Mind, & be Succeeding events — This also will Enable us to add fuel to our 
own demonstrations. 

I have not been writing to you on these Matters because I had no certain 
facts to Communicate, & I hate to exhibit mare's nests, of which certain 
Quantities were brought to myself. There is nothing Serious in this Province 
to create alarm anywhere. The peculiar Soreness of feeling I have alluded to 
certainly abounds— but a short time without exasperation will heal that. I 
would not tread our foes into desperation. They are of the Stuff to turn on the 
heel. Our friends again are too timid, & too abhorrent of Scenes of violence 
to make it quite Safe to trust to the Exact measure of the fact as they give it, 

* Names scratched out. 
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unless you know the personal character of the party from whom you receive 
your information—Their opponents know this and bully a good deal — 

Moffat & Mr B. Robinson arrived here to-day, & there was an attempt made 
to receive them— The usual crowd of carters, cabmen, &, Loafers &c always 
awaiting the arrival of a Steamer was Swelled to perhaps 800. Some Shots 
were fired by some zealous Leaguer— But altogether the demonstration was 
most contemptible. Tonight there is a reception of them as it is called at Snows, 
and they have been drumming up parties to meet them & partake of a 5/-
Something. I'll be able to add a Postscript in the morning to Say what it is 
like. Very Small affair I suppose— 

How is it that you talk of the English News being unsatisfactory? I know 
not what you would deem Satisfactory unless this pleases you. Here we are in 
Extasies with it, and it has broken the hearts of our Opponents. They feel 
beat as the Yankees Say. Today we have Hawes's reply to Sir Allan's addresses— 
admirable. Altogether nothing could in My opinion be more Complete than 
the vindication of Lord Elgin as it now appears. The Marquisate will 
certainly come I prognosticate. Indeed I regard the whole affair as Exceed
ingly advantageous to the fame of Lord Elgin. In a Year remarkable for human 
frenzies, he has outridden a Storm, Securely— and it has given him an oppor
tunity—which a Constitutional Monarch or her representative Cannot always 
Get— of distinguishing himself, in a difficult crisis— a distinction brilliant by its 
Success, & also by the Ability with which he has unfolded it— I consider his 
replies & Despatches admirable in Style & Argument— How could We have 
known So much of his powers unless the occasion had arisen. 
I had frequently intended to warn you of what might possibly be the Conduct 
of the Irish portion of the Montrealers, who I understand, have not taken part 
with the rioters, but it occurred to me, that on the Spot you would not fail to 
inform yourself aright. I may however Give you my notion from this point 
of view. The Irish Catholics have hitherto on public occasions, Such as 
Elections &c Sided with the French. That Alliance would on the recent occasion 
have found them opposed to the rioters— It is a Significant circumstance how
ever, that fond as Your countrymen are of a row & Easily Excited, they have 
kept perfectly aloof from all participation on Either Side. I explain to Myself 
thus: & it is for you to consider whether there be anything in what I say. They 
have all along evinced a great Sympathy with Smith O'Brien & his party—They 
are in Communication with the N.York Nation party, & that again I am told is 
Connected with an Extensive Organization throughout the Union. The chief 
object of this Union is to Strike a blow sometime or other for Ireland, or at all 
Events against England. My opinion therefore is that if a Strong annexation 
party was to get up in Montreal, the Irish there would Strike in in Support of 
it whether its promoters were French or British. Tros Tyriusve nullo discrimine1— 
If I am right in this view it would be dangerous for you to trust to them in 
the Event of a row. Your only Safety then would be the Military. The red 
Republicans of Paris were but a fraction, yet when they found all the others 

1 Tros Tyriusve mihi nullo discrimine agetur^ (Virgil)—"Trojan or Tyrian it shall make 
no difference to me. (Rïley, A Dictionary of Latin and Greek Quotations (London: 1895) ) . 
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by the Ears, & uncertain in which direction to go, by Striking out directly for 
a republic, they Snatched their object out of the hands of the other Com
batants. So the Irish of Montreal might decide the Contest there by Striking 
out directly for Annexation, if the Contest Should at any Moment appear 
dubious1— I say all this merely to draw Your attention to this view So that you 
may Guard against this Sort of Surprise. If any row Should Spring up let all 
the Military be at once in action & put it down without any parley beyond a 
fair warning— No idea of Sparing lives, Should, in the event of another row at 
Montreal, prevent the Government from acting at once with the Utmost Vigor, 
If this had been done at first I am persuaded we Should not be now debating 
these Matters. After all that has passed Vigour is the only Course that will 
meet with universal approbation, & that will do So— in these Matters. There 
is no danger whatever with Such a Course. Without it a disgraceful riot may 
be aggravated into a Senseless Revolution. 

[Pencil note by Lord John Russell] 

This last part is very sound—I hope Gen— Rowan is of the same mind. 

[signed] J. R. 

[Letter 2.] 
WOODSTOCK July 9—1849 

DEAR SIR 

Knowing your former kindness in receiving my unsolicited communications 
I embrace a moments delay here to inform you of the state of feeling in Western 
Canada, politically, but more especially in reference to Lord Elgin personally 
and the propriety of his visiting this part of the Country at an early day. — I 
find a greater enthusiasm in his favor than I could have anticipated —a warmer 
Zeal and a more liberal readiness to spend and act for the defence of the con
stitution and the maintenance of the dignity —and the honor of the Crown than 
ever existed in Canada before— a feeling of gratitude for the non-interference 
of England in our Legislation on the part of reformers and a general admission 
on the part of conservatives that Lord Elgin was right in his course and that 
having submitted their case to England they should now submit. — Annexation 
meets but little sympathy and if avowed by the League, breaks them up and 
will expose their ignorance of the feelings of the people more than anything 
which they have done — I find even the intelligent Americans whom I feared, 
are loyal from a firm conviction that true liberty and the full exercise of the 
legitimate and safe power of the people is on a better footing in Canada than in 
the U.S.—and every Canadian with a soul is ambitious that Canada should 
maintain her position as a Country—and not sink into an unknown, unvalued 
appendage of the American Union. — Let Lord Elgin be assured that Upper 
Canada awaits his coming with anxious solieitude— Let him come to Toronto 
and Hamilton and up to Brantford—and he will see the people leave Hayfield 
and Harvest to receive him— and if any misguided wretch should groan or grin 
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a thousand Anglo Saxons would turn him inside out like Munchausen's Wolf, 
when of course his attempt to bite would be truly ridiculous. 

If His Excellency does come which I count upon as a certainty give previous 
notice to M* Babcock the Stage proprietor at Brantford — who will attend to 
the matter of carriages &ca in a style and with a heart you will appreciate. 

What I say of Brantford I say of the Falls and S* Catherines— where I 
have visited and enquired— there will be no lack of Guards— and the whole 
tour will be a triumphal procession — If you can furnish me positive informa
tion when His Excellency intends leaving please write to me immediately to 
London— as I should be on the way somewhere. 

[Origiaal MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL July 23—1849. 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I send the copy of another confidential letter from Toronto — The Writer 
is connected with the Press — a liberal, but always steady to Britain, even 
when his Party was out of office, in which respect he differs widely from many 
of the Tories. His account of the state of Parties is very interesting — It bears 
out what I have repeatedly said, that notwithstanding the late outcry, a vast 
deal has been done by recent proceedings for the permanent interests of British 
connexion. I am not without hope that I may succeed in getting a welcome 
from both Parties in Toronto, in which case I shall if possible, proceed directly 
to that point on leaving this, take a house & give some parties, so as to put 
things in gear again. A little will depend on health— for I have myself been 
suffering from the prevailing malady, Mary is not strong—and the D r recom
mends caution in moving about while the cholera is so rife. — The orangemen 
made some foolish displays on the 12th — as at Hamilton where they marched 
about armed.—but nothing serious occurred on that day except on the Welland 
canal where there was a regular row between them and the canallers in which 
several of the latter were killed and wounded. The row had not to my knowl
edge any reference to our local politics, excepting in so far as that the nonsense 
talked of late on both sides of the Atlantic on the subject of Canadian radicalism 
and Toryism may have tended to keep the orange blood warm. The Catholics 
however appear to have been the aggressors — They were also the sufferers. 

I agree with you in thinking that the Canadians attach too much importance 
to the acquisition of reciprocity of trade with the States — But the question is 
not so much what is abstractedly true in this matter as whether the friends of 
free Trade and British connexion will be able to hold their ground against the 
Protectionibts and Annexationists without obtaining this boon for the farmers. 
The Protectionists do not admit your argument that annexation would subject 
Canada to taxation for the benefit of Massachusetts, for they contend that with 
the advantage of the American tariff manufactures would flourish in the former 
country as well as in the latter. Extract No 1. shews that shrewd persons among 



414 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

the annexationists percieve that their game is up if reciprocity be procured. 
While two excellent letters from the Pilot which I have marked 2. (written I 
believe by the maligned M r Young, Lord Stanley's friend) prove that some of 
the most intelligent supporters of the Gov* are doing what they can to diffuse 
sound views on these subjects— 
No 3. Gives an ace* of the meeting at which the delegates who are to represent 
Montreal at the Convention of the League which is to assemble at Kingston 
next Wednesday were elected — The accuracy of the report is denied by some 
of the opposition Papers, but rather faintly as it appears to me, and no counter ; 
statement is put forth. As Montreal is the most populous and disaffected city Î 
in Canada, and moreover the head quarters of the movement, the convention j 
is not likely to prove a very formidable affair if the list of votes given in this " 
extract even approximates to the truth. Probably by the next mail I shall be 
able to report the delivery of this mountain in labor. 
No 4. Shews that even our happy neighbours have their troubles and dissen- ' 
tions — 
No 5. exhibits an Irish cur biting the hand that feeds him — Such language 
from this quarter will do I fear infinite mischief both in the United States and 
Canada.1. 
No. 6 relates to a period in Canadian History when Lord Brougham was not ' 
quite such a favorite with the true Britons of Canada as he is now. ! 

And No 7. which I have stumbled on by accident shews how the annexation 
question stood a year ago with the Yankeefied commercial classes.— Since then 
we have gone through the Irish Rebellion, the Presidential election, and such 
distress in Canada as was never before known — Are not things a good deal 
better than they might have been? — j 

Yours very sincerely ' 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 
EARL GREY • 

[Endorsed] 
July 23/49 
Lord Elgin 
Recd August 8 

[Enclosures] 

Copy. 
Private TORONTO 14 July 1849. 

DEAR SIR, 

I use the freedom of sending you some information in reference to the 
state of the public mind in this part of the Province — I am aware that His 
Excellency the Governor General has access to the best information, and that 
I cannot communicate any facts of which you are not well informed at Monk-

* This clipping is not in the collection. 
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lands — Still in the present crisis it may be of some use to compare the views 
of different persons especially in reference to the reported visit of the Governor, 
and Suite to the Upper Province. I feel every day a more deep conviction 
that there is not, nor has there been among the great body of the people who 
usually vote with the present opposition at General Elections any feeling of 
hostility to the British Government and that such feeling has been confined 
to the mere political leaders of the party almost entirely — The constant 
meetings: and caballings of the orange associations attract a set of loose and 
disorderly persons to attend them, who are ready for any kind of mischief in 
which their leaders may employ them — But these are few in number and the 
great mass cannot be incited by these means to any serious breach of the law — 
The late attempts at riot here, the effigy burning, and all demonstrations of the 
same character, were the work of a few Tory Aldermen while the Actors were 
a mere handful whom a dozen of constables could have easily dispersed — It 
may be said that in all cases of riot those immediately engaged are but a few, 
but that these acts indicate the state of the public mind — But in the present 
case there seems incontrovertible evidence that the masses took no interest in 
these proceedings — The small number who turned out to receive Mr Moffatt— 
the failure to get up an entertainment to him on a public scale of the smallest 
importance are proofs sufficient — But an overwhelming proof was given here 
on the 12th that no extensive discontent exists among that party — We have for 
months been threatened with the enormous number of orangemen who would 
turn out on the 12th and after all, the whole who could be mustered from the Home 
District with a population of nearly a hundred thousand was from 250 to 40Í)— 
The respectable orangemen are heartily ashamed of the position in which their 
party has been placed by the Annexationists, and many of them are sternly 
opposed to every thing of a disloyal tendency—There are thousands who have 
acted with the High Tory Party, who from habit would sign a petition, or give 
their countenance at an occasional public Meeting, whom no inducement could 
avail to make them break the peace—The unhappy occurrence at S* Catherines 
cannot be regarded as a deviation from this rule—for it was merely an Irish row 
in which both parties were probably alike to blame— The disloyal feeling among 
the Tories is chiefly confined to the Montreal Merchants and arises from selfish 
business considerations— There is in the large towns of the west something of the 
same feeling among the same class, and there is a class of property holders in 
the towns who to raise the value of their property would go any length — In 
the country generally there is no such feeling, which I have good access to know 
— If we turn to the great mass of the Liberal Population, comprising two 
thirds of Upper Canada, the late events have been of great service in securing 
their attachment to the Mother Country— The Liberals may be divided into 
three classes— 1st Those who are sincerely and intelligently attached to the 
Mother Country and to British Constitutions from a conviction of the con
nexion being best for the interests and welfare of the Province, while it is 
gratifying to their loyalty and duty to the Crown and Constitution — Second — 
those who without any well defined notions adhere to the Liberal Ranks from 
recollection of their sufferings under the Family Compact and old Tory Regime —• 
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and third, those who are attached or at least have a leaning to Republicanism— 
The late disturbances have done much to strengthen and increase the first party, 
who have received thousands from the second class, and nothing is required but 
the dissemination of sound political information to a still greater extent to 
render the first class all powerful in the Upper Province—From the third class 
I know that many conversions have of late been made, who have joined the 
first— I t ought not to be concealed that among the ranks of the Liberals there 
were a considerable number who either from extreme and ill-defined political 
impressions or from American birth were greatly in favor of annexation— The 
Revolutions of 1848 and the Irish Rebellion which followed gave life and vigour 
to this party, particularly among the young and inexperienced, and I often 
experienced considerable difficulty during last fall and winter in dealing with 
and restraining those whom I happened frequently to meet— The Revolutionary 
spirit was excited among them, and without considering the wide difference 
between the despotisms of the European Continent and the well regulated and 
well established freedom of the British Empire their hands were almost raised 
to mar the magnificent fabric in this part of these wide dominions— A con
siderable number of the Irish liberals both of Protestant and Roman Catholic 
origin strongly sympathised with the Rebellious movements in their native 
country—• The outbreaks of Toryism have united the whole Reform Party and 
with good management the cry of Annexation or disaffection may never again be 
heard among them— These they have almost unanimously left to be wrought 
out by their political opponents— It is of great importance that good feeling 
and united action be preserved in this which is the great leading and moving 
class of Upper Canada— There is more just and well considered political knowl
edge among the Scotch Clerks and Mechanics of Toronto than among double 
their number of pompous Merchants of Montreal and throughout the country 
there is a large class of Scotch farmers and shopkeepers whose minds govern 
the masses in their various localities— Their loyalty and enlightened attach
ment to our free Institutions may always be relied on— There has been con
siderable discussion here as to the mode of His Excellency's landing if we should 
be honored with a visit— I would take the liberty of giving an opinion on that, 
after having made much enquiry and having thought much upon it— I think it 
of the greatest consequence, that it should be public and accompanied by a 
great demonstration of the people— If a few days notice are given there will be 
such an influx from the surrounding districts as will astonish and overawe the 
disaffected while it will give courage and strength to the well disposed and I am 
certain it will be gratifying to the Governor General and personal friends, after 
the shameful treatment he has received in Montreal— I have been repeatedly 
applied to by friends in the country to have early information of the Governors 
time of arrival that they may have the pleasure of meeting him and bringing 
the masses with them to join in their applause— I am quite aware that it has 
been said by the few violent Tories and orange leaders here that they will make 
no disturbance if the Governor General lands quietly, but that if his friends 
make a demonstration he will be attacked— I have been told this by the very 
highest men of the party, and even the Mayor of the city says or lately said 
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the same thing— Of course they say that they will have no hand in it, and the 
Mayor says he will do his utmost to preserve the public peace— My own belief 
is that there will be no such attempt and these threats are artfully contrived to 
retain the liberals in terror, and prevent their openly avowing their feelings at 
public Meetings and on other occasions— They know that the liberals as a 
body are peaceable citizens, trusting to the progress of their opinions through 
moral means, and for many years the terror of the organization of the orange
men has prevented the full expression of liberal principles— So strong was this 
terror that in a Meeting of 30 or 40 friends of Government immediately after 
the burning of the Parliament Houses I decided with only 3 others for a public 
meeting not of both parties, but of the friends of Government— The fear of 
being disturbed by the Orangemen caused the rejection of the proposal— The 
decision in the Province expressed by the numerous addresses and the decision 
in England have given great encouragement and put heart in the peaceable 
party— The slavish fear of these illegal and dangerous associations is passing 
away, and nothing now is wanted but the open countenance of Gov* to cast it off 
for ever— I know that many of the most respectable of the Orangemen in the 
country will rally round the Governor General, and a greater number will stand 
aloof, but discourage all attempts at annoyance— My firm belief is that no 
party will or dare attempt such a thing— But let every proper precaution be 
taken by calling out the troops as a Guard of Honour and having the procession 
of the thousands who will turn out in honour of an invaluable Governor General 
so organized by some of the most active and judicious friends as will set all 
opposition or disturbance at defiance— Is it to be endured that M r Moffatt is 
allowed to land peaceably with the firing of cannon, and never the slightest 
attempt at molestation made and that the Representative of the Sovereign can
not come openly for fear of a very small part of the dregs of society— Were 
this to be it would operate as a sore discouragement to the friends of order and 
would be regarded as a triumph by the men of violence— The frankness and 
kindness which I experienced from you while on my late short visit to Montreal 
have induced me to write you freely and at the same time confidentially on these 
subjects. 

I remain 

No. 1 

CANADIAN ANNEXATION 

To THE EDITOR OF THE N.Y. EVENING POST 

M R . EDITOR,—As the subject of the annexation of Canada is being daily 
brought more distinctly before the people, and seems likely at no distant day to 
become a very important and leading question, and as several years of my life 
have been spent in that Province, I take this opportunity of giving you a brief 
view of the present peculiar condition of Canada, and of what, under existing 
circumstances, appears to be the true policy of the United States. 

9337—27 
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Before the repeal of the Corn Laws of Great Britain, Canada possessed in 
the English corn market an advantage over every other people, and was enabled, 
by reason of the discriminating duty in her favor, to make large exports 
of grain and flour.—But since the corn laws have been repealed, and the grain 
market of England thrown open to all nations, the Canadians have, of course, 
lost all the advantage in this respect which their Colonial relation to Great 
Britain had previously secured to them. The consequence to them of this change 
is, that they are no longer able to compete in the markets of England with other 
grain growing countries, not even with our own Western States. This is owing 
in great part to the geographical position of the Province.— Their only means 
of communication with the Atlantic is through the St. Lawrence, and this for 
nine months in the year is closed by the severity of their climate, so that the 
Canadian grain grower is shut out from every foreign market three-fourths of 
the year. In addition to this, such is the operation of the Navigation Laws in 
reducing the number of vessels, and consequently the competition, that freight 
at the mouth of the St. Lawrence is always much higher than at New York. To 
their position and climate may also be attributed the fact that their marine 
insurance is much higher. No one can fail to perceive what must be the neces
sary effect of these combined and co-operating disadvantages; that they must, 
as they actually do, completely shut up the Canadian to such market as he may 
find at home. As you are aware, grain is the staple product of Canada, and 
anything that injures this interest causes a depression that is felt in the remotest 
log cabin in the Province. Such is the present condition of our northern neigh
bors; shut out from the markets of Great Britain by the repeal of the Corn 
Laws, and unable to enter our markets by reason of our duty upon grain, which 
is twenty-five cents on every bushel of wheat, they are wholly deprived of a 
market for their produce, and are now suffering, in consequence, an unparalleled 
depression in all their commercial and financial affairs. 

In this their extremity, cut off from all hope of a restoration to their former 
position in the British market, suffering under a stagnation of trade in all its 
branches, they now turn their eyes imploringly to us, whom they have so long 
affected to depise as Yankees and Republicans, in hopes that we may do some
thing for their relief. Their great hope is to entice us into a reciprocity of trade 
in certain of the products of both countries, by which they are to reap the benefit 
of our market, and relieve themselves from their commercial embarrassments. 
In this they have hitherto failed; but the desperation with which they struggle 
for it, is manifest in the fact, that their Prime Minister has recently been to 
Washington for the express purpose of getting up another effort to pass the 
measure at the next Session of Congress. Meanwhile, the delay on our part to 
pass the Reciprocity Bill, has given them an opportunity to feel the peculiarities 
of their position. The business of the country has decreased rapidly; the money 
market has become tighter and tighter; flouring mills have laid idle, or been 
worked at a loss, and the grain grower has been tormented by the knowledge, 
that, eould he pass the Lines, his grain would immediately command a remuner
ating priée. These things have been endured till now they are becoming intoler-
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able, and in them it is that you will find the true cause of the present discontent, 
so generally prevalent in the Provinces, and which has made the " Rebellion 
Losses Bill " the occasion of an effervescence. It is not to be found in any hatred 
of races, in any overflowing of loyalty, but in the ruined state of their affairs. 

If, then, we should step in at this juncture, and by throwing open to them 
our markets and sea board, should relieve their commercial distress and save 
them from the bankruptcy that impends over them, we should immediately 
quiet all their feelings of discontent; the present feverish excitement would soon 
die away, and the Rebellion Losses Bill soon pass into oblivion. They would 
cease to talk of annexation, for the motive would be gone, and they would sink 
down quietly in Colonial dependence, content to reap the advantages of our 
market, and continue a portion of the British Empire. In time of peace, to be 
enriched by our commerce, thus generously thrown open to their distress; in 
time of war with England, to be an enemy, stretching from the Atlantic all 
along our northern frontier. 

What, in this state of things, is the proper policy of our Government? 
There is necessarily a diversity of opinion as to whether the annexation of 
Canada is desirable or expedient. I will not disguise it that I am in favor of 
a peaceable annexation ; that I firmly adhere to the doctrine of our late lamented 
President, that we will have no Monarchial interference or influence at work on 
this continent. And here let me say, that this opinion is not thus distinctly 
avowed with the hope of using it as a hobby whereon any aspiring politician 
may ride into the Presidency. We have it in our power to extend the area of 
freedom from the Atlantic to the Pacific, the Arctic Circle to the Isthmus, and 
we are hastening to the accomplishment. Besides, we owe it to ourselves to 
seize the first opportunity of lessening our frontier, doing away with the expenses 
of military and custom-house establishments, incident to one so extended as our 
northern, and of securing to ourselves the navigation of the St. Lawrence. But, 
however various may be the views of our people on this point, we cannot fail, 
one and all, to prefer a people, free and independent, upon our north, to a 
dependency of the British Empire. In this preference we will be unanimous, 
and in order to farther this desirable consummation, the course we ought to 
pursue seems evident from the present posture of affairs. We must allow the 
Canadians to extricate themselves as best they can from their unpleasant 
dilemma, neither doing anything to aid nor hinder. Above all things, we must 
not throw open to them our market so long as they remain a Colony of Great 
Britain. We must not pass the so-called Reciprocity Bill. If we do, we will too 
speedily relieve their commercial embarrassment, and check the feeling of dis
satisfaction with their Colonial connection, which is now every day gathering 
strength. By doing nothing, we can force them to a rupture with Great Britain, 
and compel them either to erect a separate sovereignty, or seek admission to our 
Union. Our true policy is a masterly inactivity; any other course would prob
ably long postpone the emancipation of Canada. Yours, &c, W. 

8337—27" 
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No. 2. 
ANNEXATION. 

This question, which was introduced here about the time of the burning of 
the Parliament houses, by a gentleman who has been returned a delegate from 
Saltfleet to the League, causes much uneasiness to the tory papers, who eagerly 
copied the lettres of ALPHA and backed them up with rhapsodies of words in 
favour of the brilliant results of annexation. The cause, however, was not taken 
up by the Reformers, who nobly opposed the tory project of dismemberment of 
the empire, and now, the very persons who were so anxious for it begin to 
repudiate, publicly, what it is supposed they inwardly desire. There is no doubt 
that the Leaguers of Canada East go for annexation, because they openly 
express it, and there can be as little doubt, that those from Canada West would 
follow their example, if they thought it safe to do so. Their organs—the Colonist 
and Patriot—have openly avowed it, and however they may wish to deny it now, 
they have declared that where a man's interest is there is his loyalty, and they 
have not hesitated to insinuate that the States are more prosperous than Canada 
—the inference is clear, it would, in their view, be for the interest of Canada that 
she should annex to the States. Now, as interest is everything and loyalty 
nothing with these people, we copy the following letter from the Pilot, which we 
consider is very conclusive that it is not the interest of this country to throw off 
its allegiance:— 

SIR,—In my letter of the 5th ult., I attempted to shew that with the 
Navigation Laws repealed, coupled with the facilities afforded by our canal 
navigation, the merchants of Canada are now in a better position for doing 
business than they have ever been before. I shall now attempt to prove that 
annexation with the United States would in no wise benefit or render our advance 
in wealth more certain; and that, if Canada was a State of the Union, our people 
would be taxed some £900,000 per annum more than at present. 

England, as was confidently expected, has acted with her usual justice in 
repealing her Navigation Laws. Their maintenance could only be defended by 
the continuance of her protective system. Under that system the products of the 
colonies were admitted under a less rate of duty than foreign. To have refused, 
therefore, the colonist the right of sending his produce to the markets of England 
in any ship he found the cheaper, after all protection was withdrawn, and foreign 
and colonial products were admitted at the same rate of duty, would have been 
an act so manifestly unjust, that a persistance in such a policy could not have 
failed to engender in this and other colonies a spirit of disaffection. I rejoice, 
therefore, to notice in the news by the last packet that the Navigation Bill has 
received the sanction of Her Majesty, and that it becomes law on the 5th of 
January next. After that period the labour of Canada will be as free as in any 
country on the face of the earth; after that time not only have her people full 
and entire management of their own affairs, but they have the right of conducting 
and engaging in foreign trade—employing foreign shipping—loading them from 
this to British ports on terms equally advantageous with the people of any other 
country, the United States not excepted. 
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Let us consider then what advantage would result to Canada, by a union 

with the States, greater than we are likely to enjoy under the new commercial 
policy of England, and as subjects of Her Majesty the Queen. 

The wealth of Canada is the value of its annual labour. The greatest part 
of this labour is, and must continue to be, agricultural; hence, anything which 
cheapens the inland or ocean transport of ashes, flour, wheat, provisions, &c, to 
their market of sale, adds to their productive value, and to the annual wealth 
of the country. For instance, if the whole yearly surplus product of Canada 
was 1,000,000 bbls. of flour, the usual freight of which to Liverpool was 4s. 
sterling per bbl., and if by a change in the Navigation Laws, this flour could be 
sent to Liverpool at a freight of 2s., the value of the whole 1,000,000 bbls. would 
be raised 2s. stg., and an annual saving would thereby be effected to the country 
of £100,000. 

This is an example of the kind of loss under which the people of Canada 
have been and are now, suffering by that want of commercial freedom which 
the repeal of the Navigation Laws is calculated to remedy. The freight of a 
barrel of flour from New York to Liverpool was on Saturday last Is. 6d. sterling, 
while on same day the freight from Montreal to Liverpool was 3s. 9d. The 
price of an equal quality of flour to that of " Canadian Superfine," was on same 
day at New York 23s. per barrel, Halifax currency, while in Montreal the price 
was 20s. 6d.; being a difference just equal to the difference in price of freight. 
Now, with this monster grievance of the Navigation Laws removed, freights 
from Montreal and Quebec will be assimilated to those of New York, and other 
Atlantic United States ports; and I contend, that as the price of the surplus 
produce of the United States, or Canada, is regulated by the price for which 
such surplus can be sold in other markets, and as Montreal and Quebec can be 
reached from the interior with at least equal facility and cheapness, nothing 
can prevent the price of such surplus, at all times, commanding as high a price 
in Montreal or Quebec, as at any of the United States Atlantic ports. Nor is it 
more certain that the products of the valley of the Mississippi and its tributaries 
must be shipped at New Orleans, than it is that the products of the valley of 
the St. Lawrence, the upper Lakes and their tributaries, will be shipped from 
Montreal and Quebec. But, say some—"We agree with you in all you say 
about the advantages we possess over the Erie Canal, &c, but by a union with 
the States, Canada would become a manufacturing country, and we would have 
the whole west to supply with goods." Now this, I think, is a delusion. It is, no 
doubt, true that Canada posesses many advantages for manufacturing, and in 
the proper time these advantages will be brought into operation. Some of our 
water power has already been taken up : for instance, we have a nail factory on 
the Canal and two mills, but there is space and power enough for a hundred 
more. A number of water privileges throughout the Province are already taken 
up in cutting timber but there is any quantity yet to be had. And although 
manufactures of many kinds, where water power can be had so cheap as in 
Canada, will gradually grow up, yet its application for grinding flour, corn, &c, 
for shipment, and the preparing of wool-stuffs for the English and Southern 
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markets, must continue for a long time to be the principal means of its use, and 
for the reason that in this kind of labour, profit will be more certain, than in the 
extensive manufacture of cotton goods. This would be the mode of using our 
water power, even if Canada was a State of the Union. 

But if we desired to manufacture in Canada where would we get the cotton? 
The finer kinds are grown in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and Southern 
Tennessee. The principal shipping ports for the products of these States are 
New Orleans and Mobile. The cotton can be taken to Lowell from the place of 
production via these ports at a less cost than it is possible to bring the same 
cotton via the Lakes to Lower Canada. If it was not so, how is it that the 
immense water power at Rochester and other places in the West, in the very 
heart of the home market should be used for milling and other purposes and not 
for the manufacture of cotton goods? But it is said, again, that the price of 
labour is cheaper in Canada. In reply I would say that in the Eastern States 
manufacturing labour is performed by women, at a cost of about Is. 3d. per day; 
and as the cost of that labour would not be less in Canada, the question as to 
the best point for manufacturing for the West, would be decided as it now is, by 
the cost and facility with which the raw material is procured. If then I am right 
in my opinion, that if Canada was a State of the Union, its water power would 
be used, as it now is, for milling, cutting timber, &c, and not for cotton manu
factures, it follows that on this head there would be no advantage by Annexa
tion. On the other hand, however, it must not be forgotten that Annexation 
would bring along with it the present tariff of the United States. Before pro
ceeding to estimate the cost of this tariff to the people of Canada, let me state 
that in the American Union each State is a separate sovereignty,—each State 
taxes itself for the expense of its government: and all revenue derived from the 
Customs Department throughout the Union goes to the Treasury Department 
in Washington to defray the expenses of the general Government for sustaining 
the navy, army, &c. Was Canada, therefore, a State of the Union, her people 
would have to put on a direct tax on themselves for the whole of the cost of the 
State Government. The present cost of the Government of Canada is about 
£500,000 per annum. We will suppose, for the sake of argument, that under a 
rigid republican economy our expenses could be reduced to £400,000, all this 
sum would have to be raised from canal tolls, and by direct taxation. No part 
of what is received at the Customs would go into the Canadian Treasury, but 
all would be sent to Washington, to pay the expenses of the general Government 
to maintain an American navy and an American army,—in fact, to pay for that 
WHICH ENGLAND NOW GIVES US FOR NOTHING. NOW, let us look at the amount of 
this benefit, for which the unreflecting in Montreal seem so desirous. 

In 1847 the imports into Montreal and Quebec amounted to £2,860,357, and 
by inland Ports to £1,688,583, together making a sum of £4,548,940. The United 
States Tariff of 1846 is a vast reduction from that of 1842 but still it is high, 
ranging on British Manufactures from 20 to 40 per cent, ad valorem, and on 
other good from 10 to 100. For instance, the duty on cotton goods is 25 to 30 
per cent, on hardware, 30 per cent, on woollen goods, 30 per cent, on sugar, 30 
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per cent, and on spirits, 100 per cent. Taking, therefore 20 per cent as a rate, 
which will not be disputed as the average one which the people of Canada would 
have to pay on their annual import of £4,548,940, we would have a sum of 
£909,788, which the Annexationists are solicitous the inhabitants should pay, 
over and above all their present taxes, for the privilege of becoming a State of 
the American Union, and as a certain cure for all dullness of trade, commercial 
depression, &c. Yes, this too while England does for nothing what it is proposed 
to ask the American Government to do for the small sum of one million pounds 
per annum ! and when we have before us the certainty of living under a govern
ment of our own equally free in every respect with that of the United States. 
It seems to me nothing short of madness thus to act—thus to throw from us 
advantages which make the people of Canada the least taxed of any people on 
earth, and whose labour, after January next, when the Navigation Bill takes 
effect, will be as free as that of any other. I may be told that under this Tariff of 
the United States manufactures will grow up in Canada. I have shewn that 
there are places better adapted for cotton manufactures, but, are the people, 
the farmers of Canada, prepared to tax themselves £909,000 per annum to raise 
up American manufactures, and for the sake of having the vote of the President 
of the American Slave-holding Republic on their legislation, instead of that of 
her Majesty the Queen of England? 

I am aware that there now exists great depression in all branches of industry. 
This depression has been produced by causes independently of our political 
institutions. The losses on flour and timber in 1817, and the continued depression 
of these articles of export, especially the latter, are the true causes of the dullness 
in trade. Bad as things are, however, it is comparatively nothing to the almost 
universal ruin which spread over the commercial cities of the United States in 
1837, and it would have been equally reasonable to have then concluded that was 
because America had not monarchical institutions, as to attribute present depres
sion in Canada to the want of Republican institutions. 

It will be more creditable, and more like Britons to bear our present burden 
manfully, rather than a moment to swerve from our allegiance, or under the 
delusion of bettering our condition, to haul down the flag of old England for the 
stars and stripes of slave-holding America. Placing patriotism, and all the 
hallowed associations connected with English history and English institutions 
out of the question, and looking at the position and prospects of Canada in a 
pecuniary light, the future, with peace and harmony among ourselves, seems to 
me bright in the extreme, if our own commercial legislation is conducted with 
ordinary judgment. Much is said of reciprocal trade, and its vast advantages; 
but in my opinion, too much stress is laid on the advantages to flow from this 
measure. I should certainly prefer to see it in operation, but when it is gravely 
said that we shall shut up our river and canals, and put heavy duties on Western 
products, in order to force America to come to terms with us, we are simply, in 
pursuing such a policy; destroying the whole face for the sake of the nose. 
Canada has a policy to pursue, under which her whole people may speedily be 
in the extraordinary position of being free from all taxation whatever, and her 
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public stocks raised to as high a value as the stocks of the Government of the 
United States. Act independently of the United States. The Ocean Ports of 
Canada will be immediately free to the ships of all nations; Canadian legislation 
can then open the St. Lawrence to the West, and can admit free every agricultural 
product of the West; let the duties be collected in as heavy tolls as the trade will 
bear, and reduce duties on imports, in the same ratio as the canal tolls increase, 
till the whole is removed. 

This is not imaginary. Every month which now passes will shew its 
feasibility and truth. Foresake at once the miserable policy of dallying and 
bantering with the United States. Time is everything now. Pursue this course, 
and a very few years will give the people of Canada a sufficient revenue from her 
Canal Tolls and that collected from foreigners principally, to pay the whole 
expenses of her Government, and leave the people free from all taxation for gov
ernment purposes. Pursue this course, and so long as the United States keeps up a 
tariff of 30 and 40 per cent, on British or foreign manufactures, she will be exposed, 
on her extended frontier, to a smuggling of goods which will be obtained in the 
markets of Montreal and Quebec at 30 to 40 per cent, less than in her own. 

A. MERCHANT. 
Montreal, 3d July, 1849. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PILOT 

SIR,—My letter of the 7th instant, on the disadvantages to Canada of Annex
ation, has been referred to by "A Pedlar," in the Courier of the 12th; by "A 
Trader," in the Gazette of the 14th; and by "A Fair Trader," in ¡the Herald of 
the 14th. Some of the remarks in these letters require no comment; others I 
shall refer to briefly. Many of the results which I anticipate from the repeal 
of the Navigation Laws, can only be decided by time. I have given some reasons 
for my views; and although my opponents differ with me, I think they might 
have done so without impugning my motives. The main point in my letter, of 
Annexation costing Canada some £900,000 more per annum than the people 
now pay, although denied by all the writers referred to, yet is met by no proof 
that I am wrong. One has not his " data " by him to do so ; another contents 
himself with asserting my conclusions erroneous. As it is very important that 
this question of comparative cost should be decided, I shall proceed to give my 
reasons for believing my statement nearly correct; and if I am wrong, I shall 
be glad to be made aware of my error. The following Table is the official return 
of the Customs in Canada for 1847, for goods paying specific duties:— 
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S.-: 
S o O ï- Si 
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a s> <» * s » 
Articles. -g "g • § £ J * g 

£ £ Percent. £ 
Animais 30318 4697 Free 
Candles 3444 816 20 688 
Leather 14408 3135 20 2881 
Do. Manufactures 5169 1237 20 1033 
Fruit 28187 6705 25ow. 7046 
Salt & Spices 44973 8500 25ew. 11243 
Tobacco 55114 19491 40 
Flour & Coals 49334 4553 20 
Oil 12167 931 20 2433 
Coffee & Tea 331499 38889 Free 
Sugars 235410 108774 30 7062 
Liquors 93897 32667 100 93897 
Sundries 5674 1821 30 1702 -
Provisions 61359 10207 30 
Timber 18949 2853 
Wines 92902 9947 40 37160 

£255231 £194445 
Ad valorem duties for 1847 being principally manufactured 

goods, such as Cottons, Woollens, and Hardware, amounted 
in value to £2,712,944, which, by the U. S. Tariff, would pay 
30 per cent., is 813883 

£1008328 

It will be said that of this £2,712,944 paying ad valorem duties, a large 
amount was of goods imported by the inland ports from the States. In reply, I 
say that the whole goods so imported, including British goods in bond, amounted 
to £453,745. Admitting, however, for the sake of argument, that the whole of 
this amount was collected on American goods, the reduction on the £1,008,328 
would, at 30 per cent., be £138,832, leaving the actual duties that would at 
present be collected in Canada under the United States rate at £872,505, over 
and above all or any amount which the people would have to pay for the gov
ernment of the State. I wish it to be observed that I leave out of my calculation 
an amount of £658,740 as value of goods, which, were Canada a State of the 
Union, could be procured cheaper in the Union. 

There is another mode by which the comparative cost of the two Govern
ments can be better measured. The amount raised to defray cost of the Canadian 
Government in 1847 was as follows:— 

Customs £381,063 
Excise 28,820 
Territorial 25,757 
Light House Dues, &c 865 
Bank Imposts 16,006 
Revenue^ Publie Works 42,557 
Militia Commission, Fines, &e 43 
Casual Revenues 8,455 
Fines, Seizures, &c 2,247 
Interest on Public Deposits 1,008 

£506521 
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The amount raised in 1847 in the United States to defray the cost of the General 
Government was $52,025,990. Taking then the population of Canada at 1,500, 
000, the tax for each individual would be 6s. 9d., while taking the population of 
the U. States in 1847 at 20,000,000, the tax for each individual would be 13s. 
Now, were Canada a State of the Union, her people would, for their State Gov
ernment, be taxed nearly the same as at present, and over and above would have 
to contribute their share of the general expense, with other portions of the Union, 
or in other words would be taxed 19s. 9d per head annually, instead of at present 
6s. 9d. ! ! 

My remark that prices of freight from Quebec would be, after the Repeal 
of the Navigation Laws, assimilated to New York, was founded on the fact that 
the great bulk of vessels now arrive in ballast, and consequently one voyage has 
to pay for two. At Mobile and New Orleans, where vessels go in ballast, freights 
are as high as from Quebec, and oftener higher. The superiority of the St. 
Lawrence navigation will enable, after present restrictions are removed, pro
pellers to go to Quebec from the West, and my belief is, that German and other 
ships from Europe, instead of taking the emigrants to New York, on their way 
westward, will bring them to Quebec, where the route upwards will be cheaper, 
more expeditious and comfortable than any other. The ships that have brought 
these emigrants and goods from the Continent, have, when they come to' Quebec, 
made a more profitable voyage, and are prepared to take freight outwards at a 
low rate, rather than be without it. The growing trade with the West, in heavy 
goods, will add to the outward cargoes, which British or foreign ships will bring. 
One of my opponents refers to the difficulty of the navigation below Quebec. 
This is much over-rated. Much, however, has yet to be done in improving and 
lighting and buoying the channel outward, to which important matters our legis
lators pay too little attention. Canadian schooners from the Upper Lakes are 
now on their way for Halifax. Such vessels can always perform that voyage 
with perfect safety; nor will the insurance, when the masters become acquainted 
with the channel, be higher than the insurance above Montreal on the river and 
lakes. What is to prevent the people of Canada sending the greater part of 
their produce, after August, and before the close of the navigation, to Halifax 
for shipment to England or the West Indies in winter, instead of holding it in 
Canada all winter to ship it in June, then to meet, in competition, shipments 
from the States and northern Europe? and what is to prevent the schooners 
which take this produce down late in the fall, loading again at Halifax or New
foundland for the West Indies, and thence returning to Canada, East or West, 
with West Indian products? 

" A Fair Trader," in answer to my question, " Why are not cotton factories 
established at Rochester, in the heart of the home market, and nearer the cotton 
growing States, than Lower Canada," says, " for the same reason they do not 
grind wheat at Lowell." This does not answer my question. There is water 
power at Lowell; cotton can be had, but no wheat; therefore, cotton is manu
factured. There is water power at Rochester; there is wheat and cotton to be 
had also; therefore, if the advantages were equal, both wheat and cotton would 
be manufactured; and if Lower Canada could manufacture, Rochester, equally 
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accessible for shipping coming with cotton from the west, could do so now, with 
the present protection of the American tariff. The American manufacturer has 
greater difficulties in competing with English capital, skill, and her distribution 
of labour, than most people think. From 1816 to 1846 the protective duty in the 
States has ranged from 25 to 150 per cent.; from 1838 to 1846 from 60 to 150 
per cent; and notwithstanding this, American cotton manufactures are not in a 
flourishing condition, and unless the present protection is increased, will be 
driven out of the market. The following table exhibits the average dividends 
at Lowell, of each mill, taking from their own books:— 

Av. of nett 
Name of Company. Commmenced. Av. of years. divd. per ct. 

Merrimack, 1825 20 114 
Hamilton, 1828 17 10i 
Appleton, 1829 16 8f 
Lowell,.. 1831 14 8 
Suffolk 1833 H i 12J 
Tremont 1833 114 11 
Lawrence, 1834 11 6J 
Booth 1838 6J 6 
Massachusets, 1841 4 2\ 

" A Trader " attempts to correct me as to the value of labour at Lowell, 
and quotes it at 3s. 9d. " for ordinary girls' wages," while many of the " married 
ladies " earn from $7 to $8 per week. Independent of a personal knowledge to 
the contrary, I give the following extract from a valuable paper in the April 
number of Hunts Magazine, for 1847:— 

" It appears that a young woman from the country, who is employed as a 
spare hand, or a pupil, receives, besides her board, 50 cents per week, and as 
she advances in knowledge and skill, from 75 cents to $1,00 and $1,50 per week. 
The average pay at the present time of all the females (6320) is about $1,93 
per week, besides board." 

My statement of Is. 3d. per day on the average will, at the present time, 
be found correct, besides board, and this I omitted. 

There is another question which ought to be pointed out. By an union with 
the United States the whole of our public lands would have to be handed over 
to the general Government. These now belong to Canada. Let us look at their 
value and amount. Official documents shew that there are in Canada West 
1,400,000 acres of unappropriated surveyed lands, the present value of which is 
4s. per acre, or £280,000, besides lands that are sold and not yet paid, amounting 
to £54,000. We have 13,592,000 acres of unsurveyed lands valued as follows:— 
1,421,440 north of the Huron tract, between St. Vincent and Goderich, valued 
at 7s. 6d. per acre, or £533,040; 7,697,920 acres north of Colborne, Victoria, 
Midland, and Dalhousie Districts, valued at 2s. 6d., or £962,240; leaving 
4,472,960 acres deducted as bad land. In Canada East we have 3,314,707 acres 
surveyed lands, valued by Surveyor General at 2s. 6d., or £414,387; 8,500,000 
acres in rear of seignories and townships, estimated at 2s. 6d., or £1,062,500; 
6,000,000 north eastern part of District of Quebec, estimated at 3s., or £900,000; 
750,000 acres eastern section of St. Francis, estimated at 4s., or £150,000,—in all 
Canada, even at these low valuations, lands amounting to £2,526,838, which 



428 ELGIN-GREY PAPERS 

[Enclosure] 
immense sum our Annexationists are desirous of throwing into the bargain with 
Brother Jonathan, if he will only consent to take us ! ! ! 

No argument has been yet advanced to shew why it is not equally possible 
for the people of Canada, under as free and a cheaper Government, to advance 
in prosperity as the United States. The internal improvements of Canada, and 
all that can add to the revenue of our public works, should stand separate from 
all political contentions which unhappily prevail. I have no end in view but 
the pressing forward the true interest and prosperity of the Province, by opening 
up a way for an extended commerce which bids fair to enrich us beyond the 
expectations of the most sanguine, and that too, without reference to any act of 
reciprocity on the part of the United States; deeming it the soundest policy to 
pursue that course which is the most beneficial for the whole Province, and not 
to debar it from great advantages, because others may not be disposed to pursue 
a corresponding policy towards us. I call upon all who have any love for the 
British Constitution—for British Connexion—and for all who wish to cherish 
a kindly intercourse with our neighbours, to lay aside every feeling but that of 
rendering the St. Lawrence, the great highway from the Mississippi to the Ocean. 
I shall close this letter with two extracts—the one is from that sagacious man, 
" Sam Slick, the Clockmaker," designed for those who preach about " Canadian 
Indépendance." The Clockmaker says:—" You need not flatter yourself doctor, 
you can't be a distinct nation; it aint possible in the nature of things. You may 
join us if you like, and there would be some sense in that: more, that's a fact; 
but you never can stand alone here, no more than a lame man can without 
crutches, or a child of six days old; no, not if all the colonies were to unite, you 
couldn't do it. Why, just see here doctor, you could not show your noses on the 
fishing ground for one minute; you can hardly do it now, even though the British 
have you under their wing. Our folks would drive you off the banks, seize your 
fish, tear your nets, and lick you like a sack, and then go home and swear you 
attacked them first; and our Government would seize the fisheries as an indemni
fication. How could you support an army, and a navy, and a diplomacy, and 
make fortifications? Why, you couldn't build and support one frigate, nor main
tain one regiment, nor garrison Québec itself, let alone the outposts. Our folks 
would navigate the St. Lawrence in spite of your teeth, and the St. John's too, 
and how could you help yourselves? Our people would enter here and settle; then 
kick up a row, call for American volunteers, declare themselves independent, 
and then ask admission into the Union; and afore you knew where you were, 
you would find yourselves one of the States." 

The next extract is for those who look at the question of Annexation in 
another view than the mere £ s. d. one; and as I could not say anything half so 
well, I make no apology for its length. It will, perhaps, be the more valuable 
to Annexationists to know that it is from the pen of no less a person than the 
Hon. Louis Joseph Papineau, being from his Address to the electors of Montreal 
in July, 1820:— 

" Not many days have elapsed since we assembled on this spot, for the same 
purpose as that which now calls us together—the choice of Representatives. 
The opportunity of that choice being caused by a great national calamity, 
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the decease of that beloved Sovereign who had reigned over the inhabitants 
of this country since the day they became British subjects, it is impossible 
not to express the feeling of gratitude for the many benefits received from him, 
and those of sorrow for his loss, so deeply felt in this as in every other portion 
of his extensive dominions. And how could it be otherwise, when each year 
of his long reign has been marked by new favours bestowed upon the country? 
To enumerate here, and to detail the history of this country for so many years, 
would occupy more time than can be spared by those whom I have the honour 
to address. Suffice it, then, at a glance, to compare our present happy situation 
with that of our fathers on the eve of the day when George the Third became 
their legitimate monarch. Suffice it to recollect, that under the French Gov
ernment (internally and externally arbitrary and oppressive) the interests of 
this country had been more frequently neglected and mal-administered than 
any other part of its dependencies. In its estimation Canada seems not to 
have been considered as a country which, from fertility of soil, salubrity of 
climate, and extent of territory, might have been the peaceful abode of a 
numerous and happy population; but as a military post, whose feeble garrison 
was condemned to live in a state of perpetual warfare and insecurity—frequently 
suffering from famine—without trade, or with a trade monopolised by privileged 
companies—public and private property often pillaged, and personal liberty 
daily violated'—when year after year the handful of inhabitants settled in this 
Province were dragged from their homes and families, to shed their blood, and 
carry murder and havoc from the shores of the great lakes, the Mississippi, 
and the Ohio, to those of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and Hudson's Bay. 
Such was the situation of our fathers:—behold the change! George the Third, 
a Sovereign revered for his moral character, attention to his kingly duties, and 
love of his subjects, succeeded Louis the Fifteenth, a Prince then deservedly 
despised for his debauchery, his inattention to the wants of his people, and his 
lavish profusion of the public monies upon his favourites and mistresses. 
From that day the reign of the law succeeded to that of violence; from that day 
the treasury, the Navy, and the Armies of Great Britain, are mustered to afford 
us an invincible protection against external danger; from that day the better 
part of her law became ours, while our religion, property, and the laws by 
which they were governed, remained unaltered; soon after are granted to us 
the privileges of its free Constitution—an infallible pledge, when acted upon, 
of our internal prosperity. Non-religious toleration; trial by jury, (that wisest 
of safeguards ever devised for the protection of innocence;) security against 
arbitrary imprisonment, by the privileges attached to the Writ of Habeus 
Corpus; legal and equal security afforded to all, in their person, honour, and 
property; the right to obey no other laws than those of our own making and 
choice, expressed through our Representatives; all these advantages have become 
our birthright, and shall, I hope, be -the lasting inheritance of our posterity. 
To secure them, let us only act as British subjects and freemen." 

A MERCHANT. 
Montreal, July 16, 1849. 
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No. 3 

Our Tory contemporaries with singular modesty announced on Tuesday 
last an event which they surely ought to have heralded with a flourish of 
trumpets; namely, that the League had assembled the night before, and had 
"duly elected," as their delegates to the great Convention to assemble at 
Kingston on the 25th instant, the Hon. George Moffatt, and Messrs. Mont-
gomerie, Gugy, and Mack. 

On the stirring events of the night of the election our contemporaries are 
most discreetly silent. They have, it is true, informed us who are the elected, 
but we are still in the dark as to who are the electors. We venture, however, 
to say, that the former are eminently worthy of the suffrages of the latter. 
We congratulate the Montreal League on the choice they have made. It is 
a bold and happy thought, to evince their love for law and order by electing 
as Delegates the individuals under accusation of the trivial offences of arson 
and sedition. Mr. Moffatt's and Col. Gugy's eminent services in the "cause" 
—witness the meeting at Champ de Mars—also, are beyond all praise, and 
deservedly place them at the apex of League popularity. Again, we say, the 
choice reflects equal honour on the electors and the elected! 

Our only wonder is that with such candidates the choice should not have 
been unanimous. Yet, if we are to believe the evidence of the following printed 
voting list, which was picked up on the street and handed to us, there must have 
been considerable difficulty in effecting a choice:— 

BRITISH AMERICAN LEAGUE. 

GENTLEMEN NOMINATED 

AS 

DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION 

H O N . GEORGE MOFFATT 221 
W. GORDON MACK • 116 
B. C. A. GTJGT 195 
H. E. MONTGOMERY 211 
HARRISON STEPHENS 60 
F . G . J O H N S O N 6 
CHARLES BACKUS 80 

H . L. ROTJTH 112 
ARCHIBALD MACPARLANE 4 
J. M. FERRES (Resigned) — 
D . KINNEAR 4 
J O H N LEEMING 2 
J O H N JONES (Resigned) — 

Members are requested to mark four of the above names, and deposit the 
List with one of the Scrutineers. 

Montreal, 16th July, 1849. 

We are informed that even in the "harmonious" assemblage of the 
League, there was some slight difference of opinion, and that it required all 
the management of the worthy Chairman, Mr. F. G. Johnson, and all the 
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assistance of the respectable persons who surrounded him, to overcome. Even 
in the League there is a Ministerial and an Opposition party; between whom 
all attempts to form a Coalition have as yet proved unavailing. The leading 
statesman of the one great party is Mr. Perry; of the other, Mr. Courtney. 
The forte of the former is said to be his " native, unadorned eloquence," and 
that appears to have been most unceremoniously cut short whilst he was uttering 
a philipic against Colonel Gugy, and propounding the great principles of his 
own policy "upon the commercial and political questions of the day"—to use 
the phraseology of the address of the League: the latter relies on his " boys," 
and they carried Col. Gugy's election by an overwhelming majority. 

Between the followers of these distinguished leaders—we mean Messrs. 
Perry and Courtney— 

"So high at length the contest rose, 
From words they almost came to blows." 

This unfortunate contretemps was happily prevented, and we have not 
heard of any thing more serious having occurred, than a threat of resignation by 
some of the members, who have been heard most vociferously to declare, that 
the League and its Delegates are ARRANT HUMBUGS. 

We give the story as we heard it " from a pretty good source," as the 
Gazette would say, namely—from a conversation with a party who professes 
to know all that passed in this secret conclave of the League. "Will the 
Gazette enlighten us?" 

As our Tory contemporaries always evince the most laudable desire to be 
acquainted with all matters affecting the credit of the Province, and have 
taken under their special protection the Debentures, we are sure they will 
have pleasure in hearing and making public the fact, that the first issue of 
Government Debentures of ten and twenty dollars, matured on the 17th 
instant; that numerous applications for the payment of principal and interest 
were made at the Receiver General's Office, and were at once met by payments 
in cash—not in Debentures, as our contemporaries sagely predicted. All other 
issues of Debentures will, of course, be met in a similar manner, as they become 
due. 

Many of the holders of these Debentures are parties who had previously 
been depositors in the Provident and Savings Bank. To such the Government 
Debentures offer a convenient and profitable investment. 

The Tories want to be annexed; but it is very doubtful whether the Yankees 
will let them. They are not regarded as fit for the Union. Thus writes the 
Buffalo Express:— 

" The state of things now existing in Canada furnishes conclusive evidence 
that the people are totally unfitted for enjoying our form of government. 
They are unacquainted with the rudiments of republicanism. The first lesson 
in the science is peaceful submission to the will of the majority, legally and 
fairly expressed. The Canadians have mo idea of the thing. And until they 
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have acquired this knowledge, or contracted the habit of obedience, Uncle 
Sam will not permit them to become members of his family." 

The Express is a sensible paper. Egg-pelters and house-burners must 
renounce their bad habits, and become peaceable members of society, before they 
can be admitted into a republic, like that of the United States. 

We deeply regret to observe in some of our exchanges, references1 to a 
bloody encounter between the Orangemen and Catholics, at St. John, N. B, on 
Thursday last. Twelve persons, it is stated, were killed, and many wounded. 
The strong arm of the law should be invoked, to put down the annoying and 
criminal demonstrations, which are attended, every year, with loss of life, and 
perpetuate animosities of the most destructive kind. 

No. 4 

STABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The 4th of July, the anniversary of the successful consummation of Ameri
can rebellion, has afforded to the Southern States an opportunity of again 
brandishing the flambeau of discord and going for separation from the North. 
At one place in Carolina the Declaration of Independence was not read, but the 
address of the Southern members of Congress substituted for it. A certain 
General Jamison gave a most inflammatory address, and such toasts as the 
following were cheered enthusiastically:— 

" The Constitution of the United States—Designed by its framers to secure 
equal rights to the members of the confederacy, it has been rendered to the 
South an instrument of oppression and a curse. 

The Union—In its purity, we would cling to it with filial devotion. As now 
corrupted it is not worth preserving. 

The South—If she is not now prepared to assert her rights and redress her 
wrongs, we may well "despair of the Republic." 

The President of the United States—Time has already shown that the well 
earned fame of the warrior will be tarnished by the incapacity and recreancy 
of the statesman. 

The Southern Address—The first step towards a second "Declaration of 
Independence." 

The North and the South—Let the issue between them be made at once; if ' 
the Union is jeoparded thereby, we care not, so the South be safe. 

South Carolina—While solicitious of the co-operation of her sister States 
having similar rights to protect and similar wrongs to redress, she yet feels that 
her honor and her interests are in her own keeping, and, if need be, she will act 
alone in their defence. 

The Separation of the Union—The sooner the better for the South. 
South Carolina—Our lives and our blood are hers when her honour demands 

the sacrifice. 
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[Enclosure] 
(No. 5, missing) 

No. 6 

The Tories appear to entertain a rather different opinion of Lord Brougham 
to that which they expressed in 1838, when they burned him in effigy at Mont
real, Quebec, Toronto, and other places. Truly may they say, 

. Témpora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis, 
when they contrast the laudatory notices of his Lordship with which their papers 
now abound, with such remarks as are to be found in the following extract from 
the Herald of 4th October, 1838:— 

"Yesterday evening there was a manifestation of popular feeling against 
Lords Brougham, Melbourne, and Glenelg, in the shape of a charivari and 
burning in effigy of the ex-Chancellor and his noble fellow-traitors. Two trans
parencies, each six feet by nine, were mounted on a carriage drawn by some 
jackasses, and followed by a transparent coffin, borne by pall-bearers, who 
carried lighted torches. On the coffin the word ' Brougham ' was painted. One 
of the transparencies represented Lord Brougham seated on a jackass, with 
his face to the animal's tail, an imp of darkness leading the ass, and exclaiming, 
'Come along, old boy!' while his Lordship says, ' I protest against the legality 
of this ordinance,' and a second devil, who has a hold of the ass by his tail, 
answers, ' Protest and be d d.' A finger-post is stuck up at a short distance, 
having on it the words, ' Road to Hell!' The other transparency represents his 
Satanic Majesty as having fastened a cord round the necks of the three Lords, 
and hauling them to their appointed place, very much against their will. His 
Majesty says, ' No mistake, you must come.' Above the figures the following is 
painted: 'Brougham, Melbourne, and Glenelg, treated ac-coRD-ing to merit-' 
These two transparencies form the sides of a box, on the ends of which is painted, 
' Thus may the enemies of British interests perish.' The procession moved from 
Victoria Hotel, along several streets, to Doric Square, where Lord Brougham 
and his noble fellow-traitors were publicly hanged and burned in effigy, amid 
the cheers of thousands. Lord Brougham is fond of popularity, and, as the 
friend of the rebels in Canada, the ' loyal manifestation ' of last night must be 
gall and wormwood to his malignant spirit. We had almost forgot to mention 
that Lord Glenelg was represented as asleep, and that the public had been 
informed that roast lamb would be had in Doric Square, yesterday evening." 

No. 7 

The New York Sun of Wednesday the 26th instant, publishes the following 
letter from Toronto. Our object in copying it is merely to afford those interested 
an opportunity of taking such notice of it as they may please. 

TORONTO, July 22, 1848. 

As we are now daily visited by hundreds of pleasure seekers from your 
favored republic, it has occurred to me that the liberty-loving readers of the 
New York Sun might be interested in hearing from this land of monarchy. Our 

§337—28 
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crops, thank heaven, were never better. The farmers have been cutting wheat 
and rye this week. Both are excellent. You probably heard that we celebrated 
the Fourth of July in various parts of this Province, and I see it was celebrated 
also in some of the lower provinces. In fact, our interests are becoming so 
closely identified with your Glorious Republic, that every day adds to the grow
ing desire for a more intimate union. The repeal of the navigation laws may 
postpone, but cannot prevent, the eventual annexation of this province to the 
United States. Our supplies from the West Indies, which formerly came up the 
St. Lawrence, now arrive by your great Inland waters from New York, and in 
return, of course, we furnish you with our agricultural productions. Other 
descriptions of merchandise are also finding their way to us through the States, 
and in a short time very few of our merchants will resort to Montreal for any 
thing, except, perhaps, the single article of dried fish. The consequences of this 
course of trade are apparent in the rapid depreciation of property in Montreal, 
the decline of trade in that city, and the emigration of its merchants to the 
United States, or to Upper Canada. With a repeal of the navigation laws, she 
may recover a part of her lost trade, but to be of any real service to her, the 
repeal must be radical and complete. Nothing but absolute free trade will 
enable her to compete with the wonderful enterprise of the States. 

Yours, &c, A COLONIST. 

[Original MS] 
MONTREAL. July 16. 1849. 

M Y DEAR LORD, 

I am very unwilling to press upon your Lordships' notice applications of this 
description although I am frequently requested to do so; but I venture to men
tion favorably M r Hayes of Montreal whose name as appears from letters which 
he has recieved from Lord Fitzroy Somerset has been for some years noted for 
a Commission— M r Hayes the father is a very enterprising and useful man and 
believed to be wealthy—the son bears a good character and has a most ardent 
desire to enter the army— I believe he would willing-ly serve any where and 
in any corps.— Begging your Lordship to excuse me for giving you this trouble, 
I am 

Yours very faithfully 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 
EARL GREY. 

[Endorsed] 
July 16/49 
Lord Elgin 
recomds M r Hayes for a Commission 

in the Army 
Reca July 30 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
B. SQUARE 

July 31/49 
MY DEAR ELGIN— 

•I reca Your letter of July 16 on Sunday— Both this & your previous one 
seem to me to indicate a somewhat improved state of things in Canada, & as I 
consider time to be very much in our favor it is a great thing to have any 
projects of annexation Even adjourned— I cannot but hope that by degrees 
the Canadians will begin to see how much their pecuniary interest is benefited 
by their connection with us & it wa be well if some of the papers wa take up 
this question & show how heavily they wd in fact be taxed by being merged in 
the Union— 

I think you have done quite right in rather postponing your journey to 
U. Canada, but I hope you will not lose it— 
I am anxious to know what arrangement you have finally made about the 
Barracks in Montreal, it is quite clear that the H. of Commons is bent upon 
Making the Colonies contribute more largely to this part of our Military expendi
ture & in my opinion (as I stated to the Conim66 on the Ordnance Estimates) 
very properly only the change must be a little gradual— I have written this 
because I happen to have a moment to spare two or three days before the mail, 
& I know I shall be very much hurried tomorrow & next day as on Friday we 
start for Howick 
We flatter ourselves we have finished the Session very well— 

(Sa) GREY 

[P.S.] 

I have been much struck by his resignation- of his seat in the L. Council 
by Mr Jones & by his reasons for this step as stated in his letter Enclosed in 
Your Despatch N° 911—• There is too much truth in them, & I have always 
thought the L. Councils the weak part of the constitution of our N. American 
Colonies— If it were possible I sha wish to reform them, wh. ca only be done 

lOn 15 July 1849, Lord Elgin transmitted to Earl Grey a copy of the following letter:— 
Srs, 

Christiville, June 29, 1840 
The proceedings of the last session having forced upon me the conviction that the Legis

lative Council of Canadá cannot properly fulfil its Office as a coordinate Branch of the Legis
lature whilst it can at the pleasure of each successive Administration by the Creation of new 
members be made to adopt the views and Opinions of the Administration of the day; and thus 
become a mere echo and register of the votes of the Assembly, And believing as I do that the 
second Branch of the Legislature ought to be independent of and command for its opinions 
equal respect with the Assembly and that i t cannot be so constituted except upon the principle 
which has been approved by experience of the neighbouring governments in the Constitution 
of the seeond Branches of their Legislatures. I find myself unable consistently with this con
viction to retain the seat in the Legislative Council to which Her Majesty was graciously 
pleased to call me, and therefore most humbly beg leave to resign i t and have to request that 
His Excellency the Governor General will be pleased to lay my resignation before before Her 
Majesty. I have the honor to be 

Sir 
Your obedient Servant 

B JONES 
Major T E CAMPBELL 

&e &c 
Montreal 

(G. 4SI, p. 370; Governor General's Correspondence 519S). 
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by introducing the elective principle— It seems to me that this Might be done, 
taking a high qualification for the electors or rather a qualification not from 
property but from having held certain Offices or situations & inscribing in the 
list of electors all persons who have sat as members of the Assembly—who 
have been Mayor's or in large Towns Councillors &c—I wa form a general list 
of electors in this manner for the whole Province & then to secure the represen
tation of different interests provide that an election sha never be held when 
there were less than 3 vacancies, & that each elector having as many votes as 
there were vacancies to be filled, sha be allowed to give them all if he pleased 
to one man that the minority might be ensured a fair representation in the 
Council— If the members were chosen for life it wa be necessary to provide 
some mode of meeting the difficulty of an irreconcileable quarrel between the 
two houses. This might be done by providing that in the event of such a 
difference, if a newly elected assembly by a majority of 2/3ds carried an Address 
for a dissolution of the L. Council the Crown sha be empowered to dissolve it— 
These are mere speculations at present, but it appears to me very clear that it 
will be necessary some day to adopt some such scheme in order to give greater 
weight to the L. Council in the constitution, & there is no harm in looking for
ward & thinking how this might be done— The effecting however of any consti
tutional changes by the authority of the imperial Pari* wa be very dangerous & 
the right mode of proceeding wa in my opinion be to give the same power to the 
Canadian Legislature wh. by the Bill I have postponed to next Year we pro
posed t[0] confer on the Australian Legislature; that Namely of making any 
changes they might think fit in the Constitution of these Colonies as settled by 
Pari* subject only to the proviso that no such change sha come into operation 
until the act for effecting them had been specially confirmed by the Queen after 
being laid before both Houses of Pari*— 

' (Sa) G 

P.S. La John in returning the enclosures to your last letter wh. I sent him says 
with reference to the remarks on the necessity of vigor if the Troops are required 
to act " This last part is very sound "—I hope General Rowan is of the same 
mind H1— I quite agree with him & I trust that if there is any resistance to 
lawful authority those who are guilty of it may be taught that it is not childs 
play & that the muskets of the soldiers are not for show— 

G 
[Endorsed] 
July 31/49 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

1 See above p. 412. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 
HOWICK 

Aug* 8/49 

MY DEAR ELGIN. 

I have reca your letter of the 23d of last Month & the satisfaction with wh. 
I have recd your improved account of the state of feeling prevalent in the 
Province & of public affairs is much qualified by what you say of your own 
health & Mary's, I am very sorry that she continues so far from strong & that 
you have been unwell; when you talk of having been suffering from the 
prevailing malady I hope you do not mean cholera— 

As to public affairs I think the result of all the information you have sent 
is very favorable & that the people appear to be beginning to understand their 
obvious interest in maintaining their connection with us, if they do but become 
persuaded of this (wh. is the truth) I shall have no fear of the annexation party— 
At the same time I quite agree that men are influenced not merely by their true 
interest, but often still more by what they falsely believe to be their interest, 
& therefore I think we shd spare no pains to obtain for the Canadians the free 
access to the American markets wh. they have set their hearts upon, & wh. 
really w3 be of use to them tho' of much less than they suppose— 

Lord John in a letter I had from him yesterday expresses a good deal of 
anxiety as to the prospects of Canada & reverts to the old idea of forming a 
federal union of all the British Provinces in order to give their inhabitants 
something more to think of than their mere local squabbles, & he says that if to 
effect this a separation of the two Canada's were necessary he shd see no 
objection to it, his wish in forming such a union wa be to bring about such a 
state of things that if we sha lose our N. American Provinces they might be 
likely to become an independent state instead of being merged in the Union— 
If you remember before you went to Canada we agreed in entertaining an 
opinion not very different from this as to what is desirable, but on your reaching 
the other side of the Atlantic you found a state of things wh. you described as 
rendering the contemplated union at all events premature & making the con
struction of the projected railway a necessary preliminary to such a measure, 
since without such an improvem* in the means of communication the physical 
obstacles to the working of any federal authority wa be almost insuperable—I 
thought your reasons for this opinion were very good & they still appear so to me, 
& it wa therefore seem to follow that if this union is to be aimed at, the first step 
sha be to undertake the construction of the railway from Quebec to Halifax wh. 
wd at all events be of the greatest importance & contribute more than anything else 
we ca do to bind the Colonies to each other & to the Mother Country—Let me 
know whether this is still your opinion— 

Lord John in writing to me also says that he thinks after what has happened 
your British Peerage wh. has been so long settled ought to be given to you, if not 
immediately at all events before the close of the year, I have told him that I 
entirely concur in this opinion, & I presume it will accordingly be gazetted 
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before the Is* of Jany tho' it cannot otherwise be of use to you while you remain 
in Canada it may be of service as showing how little effect all the clamour 
against you has had— 

We came here on Friday last & you may conceive how much we enjoyed 
getting out of London tho' we have not been highly favored by the weather— 
I am to be in attendance on the Queen at Balmoral on the 6th & 7th & we are 
therefore going to pay some previous visits in Scotland— 

(signed) GREY. 
[Endorsed] 
Aug* 8/49 
Lord Grey to Lord Elgin 

[Original MS] 

Private 

MONTREAL July 30. 1849 
M Y DEAR GREY, 

I have nothing very important to trouble you with. The convention of the 
League has assembled at Kingston. All is working as I expected.—The Tories 
have succeeded in rendering annexation disgusting to the Radicals by advocating 
it, but they have not courage to take it up themselves—I send you an extract1 

from a letter written by a person on whom I can rely who was present at the 
first sitting together with the report of their proceedings furnished to the Press 
which is in their confidence. You will observe that the policy of personally 
abusing me is the only one on which they can unite—If they would confine 
themselves to the suggestion of an impeachment it would be well enough, but a 
portion of the Press advocate some more summary process within the colony. 
I send an extract from a French Paper the Moniteur Canadien the property of 
M Viger Lord Metcalfe's president of the Council which supports annexation, 
and insinuates under the form of a prophecy that I am never to leave Canada. 
The comments of the Gazette and Courier on this prophecy, which I enclose2, 
indicate that the Tories charge themselves with the fulfilment of it.— 

I t is quite natural of course that some of the Tories should do what they 
can to prevent me from going to U. Canada, but I confess I think the league are 
entering on a path which is likely to lead them to some egregious folly.— 

When I say all is working as I expected, I allude to the fiendlike hostility 
exhibited towards myself—Before I sanctioned the Bill I saw clearly that a great 
deal of Mischief was brewing in men's minds which would be likely to explode 
in a manner very dangerous to the Empire if I withdrew myself from harm's 
way by reserving it. I think I might say with less poetry but more truth what 
La Martine said when they accused him of coquetting with the rouges under the 
Provisional Gov* "Oui, j 'ai conspiré.—J'ai conspiré comme le paratonnerre 
conspire avec le nuage pour désarmer la foudre " The office of paratonnerre is 

iTh i s extraet is net in the collection. 
2 A dipping from the Gazette is the only enclosure found in the collection. 
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disagreable enough, but it has its use as I always thought it would—The bigots 
having a new object to spite, have, for the time, given up the race feud, and are 
amusing themselves with some ungainly and graceless endeavors to fraternize 
with their hereditary foes: and the traitors, after making themselves & their 
cause ridiculous by advocating republicanism on the plea that Canada enjoys too 
much of self-Gov* already, are found to content themselves with kicking at the 
monarchical principle through the medium of an assault on Her Majesty's 
present Representative—Doubtless there are among the two classes men who 
are ready for any thing however desperate or wicked.—. Either however they are 
in the aggregate weak and contemptible, in which case I shall by going on 
quietly and steadily get the better of them.—or they are powerful, and then the 
remedy is in your hands, for they have got themselves into such a position by 
their professions of loyalty and their abuse of me, that they must perforce lick 
the feet of My Successor whenever he comes, or whoever he be. Meanwhile 
there is for the moment a sort of general protest against annexation—The liberals 
feeling themselves bound over to loyalty by gratitude to Her Majestys Gov*, 
Par*, and myself, and the Tories trying to back out of the very awkward 
hobble into which they have been led by their annexationist allies— 

My Doctor is still urging a trip doivn the River in search of cool air and 
relaxation, but I do not like the idea of moving from this place except towards 
U. Canada. 

Very sincerely Your's 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 
EARL GREY 

[Endorsed] 
July 30/49 
Lord Elgin 
reporting the Assembling of the League, &c 
Ree4 August 14/49 

[Enclosure] 
THE GAZETTE. 

MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 23. 

The gift of prophecy is not one given to many men of the same age, and 
where the men have become known they are acknowledged to have met with 
little honor at home. Where they have remained incog their vaticinations have 
circulated without prejudice, and, in some cases, with a certain degree of 
authority. 

The only exceptions we have heard of are Madame Norval and Isaac 
Buchanan. The former was a prophetess en general, and, therefore, the more 
liable to lose reputation, on account of the extended risk; the latter has ventured 
on one prediction, and his reputation, consequently, is comparatively safe, as 
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[Enclosure] 
well on account of the subject as of the limited bound of the foresight. He has 
announced that Lord Elgin will be the last Governor of Canada, and his lordship 
does really bid fair to be the last one appointed by the Queen. 

But the mantle of prophecy has not been monopolised by Mr. Buchanan, 
as we see by a recent number of Le Moniteur, in which the future is laid open in 
such detail that all may comprehend. The prophecy is as follows:— 

" PROPHECY.—Canada will become free, and will be annexed to the United 
States in five years. Upper Canada will form one State, Lower Canada a second 
and New Brunswick a third. 

Independence of the country will be obtained, by means of petitions 
addressed to the Parent Country, signed by men of all parties, and among others 
by 60,000 French Canadians. Lord Elgin will never go back to England. The 
first Governor of the state of Lower Canada will be a man of middle age, who, 
just now is living very retired, equally unknown to all parties. He is a Canadian 
in heart, and feeling. His mother is Canadian, but his father is of English origin, 
although born in Canada. It is this double character, meeting in him, which 
will cause him to be advanced to the Presidency by the almost unanimous voice 
of the people. Louis Joseph Papineau will not be one of the first to declare 
himself in favour of Annexation, although he longs for it with all his heart. 
His name will be glorious in the future (dans l'avenir.) All the Canadians will 
unite to send him as their .representative to the Senate in Congress. 

Believe this, or believe it not, as suits you; it will turn out the same in the 
end." 

Such is the prophecy of the " communicated " of Le Moniteur. It will be 
observed that the prophet saith nothing respecting the fate of Lord Elgin here; 
all he says is, that he will not go back to England. He sees perhaps, that the 
Tories are the fellows to look after him. There is also a double entendre 
respecting Mr. Papineau. The expression is, that he is to become glorious dans 
L'Avenir,—in the future, that is to say, with posterity—but it is very likely the 
oracle means dans l'Avenir,—in L'Avenir newspaper, that is, with the juvenile 
gentlemen who sport moustaches and tight straps, in St. Gabriel Street. 

But we see in this dubiety a strong proof of the authenticity of the whole. 
The oracles of ancient times would not have been resorted to at all, had it not 
been certain beforehand that one reading or the other would coincide with the 
event. 

[Original MS] 
Private 

MONTREAL Aug. 6. 1849. 
MY DEAR GREY, 

The League has proved beyond the utmost anticipations of foes or friends 
a failure. After sitting for a week during which the utmost contradictory 
opinions were broached on every subject that was brought forward the members 
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declared themselves ' en permanence ' and adjourned. I send you herewith 
some newspaper reports of the proceedings, and the copy of an address by the 
convention to the people of Canada.1—It is moderate in tone—and advocates 
1. Protection to native industry 
2. Reduction of expenditure— 
3. Confederation of the British N. American Provinces—mixing up these recom
mendations with reflexions on the Ministry as Free Traders; on me, for assenting 
to the Rebellion Losses bill,—and on yr Lordship for sending blank writs of 
Mandamus for Legislative Councillors—a false charge as you well know, but 
founded on some expression which fell from you in the H. of Lords—I have caused 
this falsehood to be contradicted, but whether I shall obtain credit for the con
tradiction or not I cannot tell.—As the main recommendations of the Leaguers, 
No 3 vz ' Confederation between the Provinces ', is a very desirable object; but I 

1 This is not found in the collection but is printed here:— 

ADDRESS OF BRITISH AMERICAN LEAGUE 
The following is a copy of the Address to the people of Canada, adopted by the Convention. 

ADDRESS 
Of the "British American League" to the inhabitants of Canada—adopted Slit July, 18i9, in 

General Convention at Kingston. 
FELLOW COTJNTKYMEN: 

Events so momentous as those which have given birth to this great Provincial Association, 
have been hitherto unparalleled in the history of this colony. 

From the early settlement of the United Empire Loyalists in this Province until a recent 
period, its people have evinced an attachment to the Parent State unsurpassed by that of any 
other colony of ancient or modern times. During a long period, chequered by adversity and 
prosperity, the people of this colony have in war rallied around the flag of their forefathers, 
and in peace have endeavoured to cement the union with their father land by the strongest 
ties of amity and interest. In return for this devotion the British Government has long extended 
to the colony a commercial preference in her markets. 

The harmony which so long existed—interrupted by an abortive rebellion—was again 
restored at its close, and the progress of the Colony became almost unexempled under the 
fostering influence of a wise Imperial legislation. But, unhappily for Great Britain—an Empire 
whose colonies are the strong arm of her power—she has recently opened her ports to foreign 
nations upon equal terms with her colonies, thus virtually excluding us from her markets, by 
throwing us into a ruinous competition with those to whom her ports are more immediately 
and cheaply accessible. In her promulgation of free trade principles, she has lost sight of the 
interests of her colonies with the view of obtaining from all nations reciprocal free trade, and 
thereby inundating the world with her manufactures. 

This new policy of the empire has recently produced in Canada its inevitable results. Un
protected by an adequate tariff, we have continued to consume a vast amount of British 
manufactures, whilst our produce, the principal source upon which we rely for their payment, 
has rarely entered the English markets except at a sacrifice. The result has been a monetary 
pressure, extensive bankruptcy, and general distress. 

Coincident with these disastrous circumstances, a storm arose in our political horizon, which 
has threatened and still threatens to shake the foundations of our social fabric. The legislature, 
ruled by a faction (which, for the retention of place and power, has kindled afresh the ani
mosity of rival races,) has legalized the principle of rebellion and has prepared to increase the 
public debt at a moment of great financial embarrassment, by a provision for the payment 
of the traitors of 1837 and 1838. 

These grievances roused thousands from a state of torpor and inaetion. Your fellow sub
jects, convinced that a crisis had arrived when it behoved every inhabitant of Canada to exert 
himself for the regeneration of his country, and rescue it from commercial and political thral
dom, met, and by combined action established the " BRITISH AMERICAN LEAGUE." This body 
extended its ramifications throughout every part of the Province. I t established a system of 
representation by which delegates were to be sent to a general Convention a t Kingston. That 
convention, assembled by the free_ election of the Leaguers, according to its established con
stitution, after this exposition of its origin, now appeals to you to co-operate with the League 
in the great objects it has in view for the welfare of our country. 
INHABITANTS OF CANADA: 

You are nominally enjoying the privileges of a free constitution—you are in reality chained 
down by circumstances which wrest from you the exercise of these privileges. You are told 
that you are fostered by a liberal and prudent government—in reality your efforts for the 
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do not think it is brought forward here in much sincerity— It is a sort of com
promise between the Conservatives who are discontented with the local Gov*, 
though true to Britain,, and the Annexationists. The latter percieve that they 
dare not broach their own Scheme at present, and they close with the Confedera
tion project believing that it will come to nothing, and that when delegates from 
all the Provinces are brought together to discuss it, they will be disheartened 
by the difficulties of the undertaking and conclude in favor of annexation— 
No 2, " Reduction of expenditure "—is taken up by the League as it would be 
by any opposition—though it is clear from the debates that the influence of the 
Tory office-holders was not unfelt in the Convention—No 1. 'Protection to 
native Industry ' is the most important of the three propositions— It is the 
cheval de bataille of the annexationists— No man out of Bedlam supposes that 
you could levy heavy duties on manufactured goods along the Canadian frontier, 
or that Great Britain would tolerate what would be virtually discriminating 

encouragement of home industry have been cheeked in too many instances by hasty and incon
siderate legislation. , 

The true elements of your country's wealth—the certain indices of her prosperity—can only 
be developed by the adopting of measures which will fill her cities with the busy hum of industry 
—make her streams the outlets of that wealth which will be poured forth from the loom and 
the foundery, the teeming harvests of her soil, and the produce of her primeval forests. 

For the attainment of these results it is essential that a Tariff carefully and considerately 
adopted should be so proportioned and levied as to afford just and adeqate protection to 
every industrial class—the agriculturalist, the manufacturer, the mechanic—so as to build up 
the prosperity of the farmer and the artizan side by side with the growing wealth of the manu
facturer—so as to create a Home Market for Home industry, and enrich together consumer 
and producer. The present Tariff is utterly inadequate to produce results so manifestly essential 
to the interests of our country. T H E PRESENT GOVERNMENT I S PLEDGED TO FEEE TRADE PRINCIPLES. 

The public expenditure is conducted with a reckless disregard of economy. The excessive 
salaries of public officers, now increased in number, together with the lavish expenditure of 
the Legislature are entirely disproportioned to the financial resources of a young and overbur-
thened country, and unnecessary to the efficiency of public service. The authorized publications 
of this convention, when laid before you, will disclose the facts on which we found this assertion. 

The fostering protection of a good government, to which you all have an inalienable right 
—which should be the guardian of public peace, the bulwark of social order—has been daringly 
exchanged for the dominion of race and faction, introducing the elements of civil discord. 

A law has been passed by the present ministry so monstrous in principle that it has excited 
strong abhorrence and disgust in the minds of the loyal people of this colony. That measure, 
in its naked deformity, has met with no approval. I t has been carried merely because the 
British members of the government dared not to oppose the determined will of the French 
leader. By sanctioning that measure his Excellency the Earl of Elgin has brought the royal 
authority into contempt—has disturbed public tranquility, and it is our firm opinion that 
his continuance in his high position cannot conduce to public peace or prosperity. 

An insiduous attempt made by the present ministers to increase the French Canadian 
representation in Parliament, by so arranging the electoral districts of Lower Canada as to 
distribute the British inhabitants in small numbers among overwhelming bodies of the French, 
we regard with the most profound apprehension, as calculated to perpetuate that civil discord 
which has tended so much to the ruin of this great province. 

A gross violation of constitutional usages has been perpetrated, and a precedent sought to be 
established whdeh, if i t be made a precedent will have forever destroyed the independence and 
utility of the Legislative Council. That body according to the true constitutional law, has 
distinct legislative functions. I t is not intended as the mere register of the decrees of the 
Legislative Assembly. But the Government now in power, in order to carry a particular measure, 
and in open violation of this principle, suddenly elevated to that House a number of persons 
of doubtful merit,_ and previously unknown in public life. By our constitutional law her most 
graeiops Majesty is alone invested with the authority to make appointment to the Legislative 
Council—a law which, if carried out, would effect a salutary cheek over the unscrupulous 
use of power in the Colony—notwithstanding which, her Majesty's principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies transmitted to the Colonial government blank writs of mandamus, thereby 
surrendering up into improper hands his sovereign's high prerogative. 

The present ministry have also attempted to foree upon the country a measure by which 
numbers of influential men would be deprived of the elective franchise, while the same franchise 
in Lower Canada was by law extended to a particular class, to whom in the western province 
the like privilege was denied. 
INHABITANTS OF CANADA. 

Fearlessly asserting the t ru th of our statements, and appealing to heaven for the justice 
of our cause, we lay before you these statements on subjects which have engaged our attention. 
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duties against herself imposed by a colony; or that Canadian farmers would 
consent to pay increased prices for what they consume in order to rear a manu
facturing interest in the Province unless some compensation were offered to 
them. This cry then of protection to native industry is a perfect humbug on the 
part of the soi disant friends of British connexion, But it is not difficult to 
raise it among persons who are smarting from the effect of recent changes in 
British commercial Legislation—and with the annexationists it is no humbug 
at all, but a sincere and genuine movement. They point to the manufacturing 
prosperity of Massachusetts, and to the agricultural advancement of ohio, and 
they say to the Canadians, ' accept the protection of the American Tariff with 
the conditions of American citizenship and similar advantages will be yours.' 
That this should be put forward as the primary object of the league notwith
standing all their professions of loyalty, is significant as throwing light on the 
purposes of those who pull the wires—and you will be the better able to judge 

For the most part new to the discussion of public affairs, and not invested with legislative 
powers, this assembly can only deliberate upon such things as seem to be for your welfare. 
The attainment of that welfare must be confided to the individual energies, exertions and 
enthusiasm of every man among you who would rather behold his country flourishing under 
paternal than droop under the withering influence of factious legislation. 

Before recommending to you the great questions you should adopt as your watchwords, we 
earnestly exhort you to shake off now and forever that apathy and indifference which at 
several momentous crises in public affairs have paralyzed your energies, and which i t would 
seem that moments like these when all minds are unsettled, can alone arouse to exertion. 
Perfect in every part of the country a complete and permanent organization. Let every Branch 
Society of this League become a deliberative body, so as to prepare its future delegates for 
the deliberations of this Convention. Endeavour to soften down political asperities and sectional 
animosities, and to unite all men for the welfare of this our common country. 

Three subjects among those which have engaged our deliberations stand prominently forth 
—demanding your earnest attention. 

By the first of these—a union of all the British American provinces—it has been proposed 
in this Convention to lay the foundations for making this country a great nation upon a solid 
and enduring basis. 

Impressed with the weight of such a proposal, but uncertain as to the sentiments of the 
sister colonies, this Convention has proposed a conference with those provinces by a delegation 
of some of its members; meantime it recommends this great question to your mature deliberation. 

The second great movement in which we invite your co-operation is that for retrenchment 
and economy in the public expenditure. 

The third is that still more great and vital movement we are prepared to make in favor of 
protection to home industry. 

Inscribe these glorious rallying cries upon your banners—glorious because they will elevate 
your country from failure to success, from ruin to prosperity. They will unite with you all 
honest men—all men of reason and true patriotism. Keep them before you in your assemblies 
—procure for them the assent and advocacy of your neighbours. Support no man at the hustings 
who will not pledge himself to wise and salutary retrenchment—who will not agree to raise 
his voice in favor of protection. So shall you elevate this your country into a great nation of 
freemen, fostered by and in amity and connection with Great Britain, preserving her time-
hallowed institutions, adopting her old trade principles, under which she has flourished 
for centuries and. her people have grown the richest on the face of the globe—those great 
trade principles which in the neighboring union have also been adopted, and have established 
that mighty and prosperous nation. Forsake these principles, neglect this advice—then prepare 
to behold your country, notwithstanding the great advantages which God has given you, 
—her boundless forests a source of exhaustless wealth for ages, her noble lakes, her splendid 
rivers, the natural highways of a mighty nation's commerce—notwithstanding her innumerable 
water powers, her extensive tracts of rich arable land, her immense mineral resources, her 
industrious and intelligent population—prepare, we say, to behold your country reduced to a 
state of misery, degradation, discord and poverty. 

To endeavor to avert such calamities is the duty of every freeman—of every lover of his 
country; and i t should also be his highest privilege. Rouse yourselves, then, to action; organize— 
agitate these questions—and rescue your country from present and impending evils. 

G. MOFFATT, 
W M . GORDON MACK, Chairman. 
W. BROOK, 

Joint Secretaries. 

Kingston, 31st July, 1849. 
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of the sincerity of Mr Moffatt the President, when I inform you that I found 
him on my arrival in this country at the head of the Free Traders of Montreal 1 

The tone of the Montreal Press since the League Bubble burst leads me to 
the conclusion that a renewed newspaper attack upon me has been resolved on 
whether as a sort of dustraising to turn attention from the failure of the con
vention, or simply to prevent me from visiting U: Canada—The Gazette and 
Courier have come forth again with menace and Billingsgate equalling the 
produce of their best days; and the Herald follows more cautiously in their 
wake. The simultaneity of the movement is evidence unmistakeable of concert— 

I have just recieved your letter of the 20th ult.— My present communication 
will I fear shew that as respects the Govr Gen1 there is little improvement— The 
impression here is that these attacks upon me are prompted by McNab & Cayley 
from England. A letter from the former to a correspondent in Toronto has been 
published which certainly has a tendency to provoke them. On the other hand 
the annexation movement has been checked—more effectually checked than 
would have been thought possible by a superficial observer 3 months ago. I 
could hardly myself have believed that the check would have been so complete 
although I have been steadily working towards this result.—For the time, Her 
Majestys dominions in North America are safe—whether they murder me at 
Brockville or not. But there is an influence working the other way which if it 
be allowed to operate against us will ultimately prevail.— Only yesterday I 
saw a letter from a Canadian miliar who had sent a quantity of flour via the 
Erie Canal to New York.—When it arrived there he was offered about £4J for 
exportation and £5 if he would pay the duties upon it & render it free for home 
consumption— He sold at the former price and lost about £1200 because he was 
a Britisher and not a Yankee. 

I have nothing more worth narrating today. The christening of Victor 
Alexander takes place this Evening. 

Yours very sincerely 

ELGIN & KINCARDINE 
The 
EARL GEEY 

[Endorsed] 

Aug* 6/49 

Lord Elgin 

reporting proceedings of 
Bsh American League 

Rec* August 22 
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[Enclosure] 
MONTREAL GAZETTE 

SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 28, 1849 

BY TELEGRAPH.—We received last evening a telegraphic despatch from 
Kingston, informing us of the proceedings of the Convention during Thursday 
and Friday. On Thursday, Mr. Wilson brought forward a motion declaring 
that under the present Constitution of Canada, an Elective Legislative Council 
would be more beneficial than the mode at present adopted for appointing Mem
bers to that body,—this was negatived by a majority of 85 to 9. On Friday the 
Convention decided in favour of Protection of Home Industry, and of a reduc
tion of Official Salaries ; they also passed a resolution condemnatory of the Gov
ernment for having taken no steps to secure the peace of the Country. 

At seven o'clock, on Wednesday evening, the Convention of Delegates to 
the British American League, met at Kingston, in the Town Hall, which the 
authorities of the city had obligingly placed at their disposal. 

A committee of two was appointed to examine the credentials of the Dele
gates, who having reported, the following gentlemen took their seats:— 

List of Delegates to the Convention of the British American League— 
Kingston, 25th July, 1849 

Branch. Name. 
Augusta R Hervey 

A Hooker 
Barton W Aiken 
Barnstown J Green 
Beauharnois E H Parsons 

A Anderson 
Belleville Henry Corby 

Ed' Murney 
C L Herchmer 
F Wright 
A Wright 
G C Bogert 

Brockville Geo Crawford 
D B O Ford 

Bastard W McLean 
Bathurst Wm Perden 

A Fraser 
Charlotteville James Convernton 
Colborne D D J Laugton 
Carleton FWPowe l l 

John MeKinnon 
Chinguacousy F Campbell 
Compton J Lougee 
Cornwall T A McLean 

Samuel Black 
Blizabethtown Alexander Morris 

O R Gowan 
Norman M'Donald 

Erin James Lee 
Etobicoke W Gamble 
Eaton J W P o p e 
Edwardsburg R Fraser 
Elmsley W Parkin 
Escott D Hamilton 

P Glasf ord 
Plamboro West J Hamilton 
Flamboro Ea*t Peter Carroll 
Georgetown . . J Caverhill 

Branch. Name. 
Glanford JSWetenha l l 
Gwilliambury, North, 

and Georgina W E T Corbett 
Grantham F A C H a m i l t o n 
Huron John M'Lean 

John Strachan 
Hamilton John O Hat t 

Robt Smiley 
Hatley L L Brooke 
Huntingdon Philip Luke 

G O Benson 
Robt Reid 

Hungerford J G Fitzgibbon 
Kingston, Tp A J Macdonell, 

[Greenfield] 
S Rowlands 
S Deykes 
John Flanigan 

Kingston, City J R Forsyth 
J Breekanridge 
Hon J A Macdonald 

Kitley Robt Peden 
London T C Dixon 
Lennoxville Charles Brooks 
Leeds John Crawford 

W L Macdonald 
Ed Green 

Lyndhurst John Kendrick 
Lancaster John Urquhart 
LaPrairie James Macdonald 
Montreal Hon Geo Moffatt 

H E Montgomerie 
W G Mack 

Marmora Sol Johns 
Markham B Marr 
Melbourne L G Sloane 
Matilda Geo Broust 

W Stacy 
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¡Braneh Name 

Newcastle Dis t r i c t . . . . Asa Burnham 
J C Boswell 
RHThroop 
Geo Bowyer 
R M Boucher 

Nelson H M'Vay 
Napanee Alex Campbell 

Robt Esson 
Oxford MCBradford 

J G Vansittart 
Ed Deedes 
W H Bottam 

Osnabruck B G French 
Port Stanley G Munro 
Quebec Thos Wilson 

Henry Stuart 
J H Dunn 

Richmond Hill R C Gapper 
Rawdon Ed Fiddler 

W H Kelso 
Thos Higgin 

Reach W Boynton 

Branch Name 
St. Thomas Ed Erinatinger 

GWBoggs 
James Stanton 

Scarboro' John Duggan 
St. Catharine's Rolland Maedonell 
Sherbrooke J S Walton 
St. John's W Bowman 
Saltfleet HBWUlson 
Tring Archd Armstrong 
Thurlow G FiHiter 
Toronto, City, H Scobie 

P M Vankoughnet 
J G Bowes 

Toronto, Tp., D Bethune 
Benj Switzer 

Talbot District Lawrence H Hunt 
Tyendinaga W Frizzell 

LAj>pleby 
Vaughan J WGamble 
Whitby J Stabback 
Woodstosk J G Miller 
Weston J Holly 
Yonge Thos Mair 

The Hon. George Moffatt was appointed chairman of the Convention, and 
Wm. Gordon Mack of Montreal, Esq., and Wm. Brooke of Shipton, Esq., were 
appointed Secretaries. 

A Committee of five, viz., Messrs. Montgomerie, Gamble, James Hamilton, 
Forsyth and M'Donell, of Catharine's, was named to draft a constitution for 
the Convention. 

The following notices of motion were then made;— 

Mr. Gamble gives notice, that he will on to-morrow move that it be expedient 
to inquire into the causes that have produced the present depressed state of the 
great interests of the Province, the commercial distress that prevails, and the 
stagnation that pervades every branch of colonial industry. That a Committee 
be appointed for the purpose of making such inquiry, and to suggest and report 
to this Convention such remedial measures as to them shall appear best adapted 
to restore and secure a more prosperous state to the Agriculture, Commerce, and 
Manufactures of this Province. 

Mr. Ermatinger gives notice, that he will on to-morrow, move to take into 
consideration a declaration of the views and sentiments of the Convention, on 
the political and commercial state of the Province. 

The rules of order of the House of Assembly were adopted for the guidance 
of the Convention, with some modifications. That part of the rule forbidding 
members to speak disrespectfully of the Queen, the Royal Family, and the Gov
ernor General was passed after some discussion, with the Governor General's 
name omitted. The Convention seemed to be of opinion, that they were at perfect 
liberty to speak of Lord Elgin exactly as truth warranted, without resorting to 
any ambiguous phraseology. 

Thursday, 26th July. 

The Convention met to-day in Committee, which will report at three o'clock. 
Hitherto, it has sat with closed doors, but at three o'clock, the public will be 
admitted. 
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The Ministry of Lord Elgin have reduced him to his last shift,—and a con
temptible one it is—being no less than a négociation with leading men in the 
several towns of Upper Canada to abstain from insulting his Lordship on his 
projected electioneering tour to that Province. What a miserable position for a 
Governor General to occupy! what a commentary upon the boasted majority 
the Ministry falsely pretend they can command in the English part of the 
Province! 

Mr. W. H. Merritt, President of the Council, is now on this tour of négocia
tion, but he has met with but little success. He stopped at Brockville, among 
others, but was flatly refused. He begged the gentlemen whom he saw to con
sider that Lady Elgin was to accompany him, and the infant Lord Bruce, and 
that it would be a damage to the town if Lord Elgin was not favourably received. 
But he was answered that if Lady Elgin came she would be received with all 
honor, but that they were not to be trapped into giving Lord Elgin an oppor
tunity of writing more lying addresses, by receiving him in the way he deserved, 
and that, as he thus would know beforehand what he had to expect, it would be 
wrong in him to bring Lady Elgin with him. 

The people of Upper Canada should understand clearly the dodge of Lord 
Elgin and his colleagues. They have sent home all the Condolence Addresses, 
but not one of the loyalist Petitions, and have represented that the whole people 
are opposed to the feelings entertained in Montreal towards his Lordship, as well 
as to the acts of the few men whose exasperation led them into excesses. They 
have been representing to the British Authorities that the bad feeling is entirely 
confined to Montreal, and they are now cringing and snuffing round the TORIES 

to induce them to allow demonstrations to be made in favour of his Lordship 
in his progress through the country, and to abstain from any manifestation of 
disrespect towards him. If they succeed in cajoling, hoodwinking, and hum
bugging these TORIES, they will then brag of the popularity of " our most noble, 
most illustrious, most exalted Governor General "—or " T H E BRUCE,"—and his 
Lordship will immediately draw up a despatch detailing all the marks of honor 
and respect he had received, and triumphantly shout to Lord Grey that the 
TORIES are such a despicable fraction of a minority that they durst not show 
themselves. 

This is the game Lord Elgin and his worthy colleagues intend to play; and 
we trust that the people of Upper Canada will show that they entertain a proper 
opinion of this new trick. 

Let demonstration be met by counter demonstration, and no room afforded 
for more lying despatches. 
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[Duplicate MS copy] 

M Y DEAR ELGIN, 

I reca your letter of July 30 Just too late to answer it by the last mail & 
today I have got that of the 6th also—I wish in the last you had mentioned your 
own health & that of Mary & whether you are yet going to U. Canada—Her last 
letter seemed to be written in low spirits & we are therefore anxious to hear 
about you wh. in Alice's absence we shall not do for some days— 
Your account of Canadian affairs is I think very satisfactory—this entire failure 
of the League is a most fortunate circumstance wh. may well console us for a 
little abuse of ourselves, I am very thick skinned & as they say hard words 
break no bones I care nothing for the abuse of a get of unprincipled ^ r i t e r s 
in newspapers— 

Hawes received the other day a letter from Cobden wh. I think it desirable 
that you shd see as there is a good deal of truth in the representation it gives of 
the state of public opinion here on the subject of the Colonies— I t is impossible 
to disguise from oneself that there is a growing impatience as to the amount of 
expense they occasion, & a strong feeling that they ought during peace to pay 
for their own Military expenditure, nor can I deny that there is some Justice in 
this & that by degrees they ought to be called upon to do more for themselves— 
To proceed indeed as Cobden & his friends wa wish wa be to abandon the Greater 
part at all Events of our Colonies wh. I am old fashioned enough to believe wa 

be a national misfortune, & what is more a Misfortune to the civilized world, 
but to avert this I am sure it is necessary to adopt the policy of cautiously 
proceeding to throw more of the Military expenditure upon the Colonies— In 
Australia I am already applying this principle & we are going to require the 
Colonial Legislatures to provide for the Barrack expenditure— In Canada I do 
not think we ought to do this yet, but the time for doing so cannot be long 
delayed, what I wish is, to wait till the present period of commercial depression 
has passed by as I have no doubt that it will do before long, provided tranquillity 
& Confidence can be maintained— I agree with you however as to the extreme 
importance of securing to the Canadian Farmers & Millers free admission for 
their flour & corn into the U. States & I will not fail to press upon Palmerston 
the importance of following up the Negotiation for this purpose as actively as 
possible— 

We are going to Drummond Castle on Monday & on the 7 th I am to 
join H.M. at Balmoral 

sf signed GREY 
[Endorsed] 

Aug. 22/49 X 

Lord Grey to Lord Elgin ' 

HOWICK 

Aug— 22/49 

t<W?KH 
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