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Siar stafl writer

QUEEEC CITY

To visit Quebec Is Lo wonder what-*

ever happened to it afl,

The verve, the passion. the armo-

gant bravadoe that inspired the
_mationalist songs of Paullne Julien,
ihal made “for sale” signs blossom
mn the lzwns of Wesimount alter
wvery speech by separatlst leader
Jeene Levesgue, that seni batallions
gof Queber lechnocrals in well-cut
kults o owt-argue the Ottawa man-*
wlarins wilh Jesuit skill—all these
APE EONE,
. Instead one [inds self-dowbi—the
porrnsive malaise of a soclely that
-no longer knows what. il really
=yants or even what it'is. Communi-
tatlons Minister Gerard Pebetier
has anzuished over a “erlsis of lead-
‘erghip™ sl every level, [rom class-
Fooin [0 church, Robert Cliche, head
ol the inquiry inte the chaos of the
Aonsiruction industry, speaks of “an
Jliness™ In the sociely. La Presse,
Auebes’s largest newspaper, warms
4n an  unprecedenied [(roni-page
wdltorial, "ihe. vacuum iz gelling
feepar and deaper,”

" Premier Robert Bourassa has pre- ©

alded over Lhis chanpe. Filve years
Ben he came to power, and loday he
‘relebrales hiz anniversary.

Bourzssa looks al what has hap-
vened in the last five years and he
avs I AR g,

Theary is far the intellzctuals in
dheir drawing rooms,” Bourassa
Zald dhurinz an exclusive inlerview
“wilh The Star. Lok al the resulls,
“The year | came to power, Ottawa

“had to umi lrcln]n into the :treeta ol
Montreal, This year Otlawa s send-

*Gng us §1 billlon in oll subsidies.

‘nmt*:'what Quebec wants.”

No heat

The answer measures the man,
o heat, no hurried attempt to de-.
Jend difficult terrain—he says Pel-
Jdetier's analyzis i “loo pﬂﬂm
am-“ and as for the scandals,
& ne has been proven n::ln:t : .
~minister or member.'"" Tnslead, a
lance-sheel, cool, ratlonal and
i::h:ul:led 50 Lha aectunl comes out
Jn his faver.

* Tao any interview with a pubile fg-
Ture, one arrives freizhied with st °
mpressions. In Bourassa's ° case
‘these are the memories of his panic
during the terrible 197 FLQ crisis, '
bf B.C. Premier David B.ar_rﬂt's de=
aﬂ'lptluu of him as '“a while
mm;' and of the nickname "Boo

Boo™ that Oilawa insiders call him

behind closed doors.
At first glance, these images
E[a;!]:.r Bourassa has a certaln
rm bul mo magnetism or alr of

TARTE RN

authority.
means that he is easy for
cartoonists o carlcature as Ofta-
wa's puppst.

“An underfed bank elerk,” some-
ane has ealled him, No clerk could
afford Bourassa’s superbly tailered

dark-blue suit, but he spalls Its ef- .

fect with a heige wool sweater,

The Intervigw takes place in a
small, private room above 8 restay-
rant so that Bograssa can eal and
talk at the same time. |Bourassa

, waorks 12 and 14 hours a day.) On

“Baoyist," in . his case,.

T

King

the stalrs oulside stadd two body-
guards, hard, thicksel men wha
smile with difficulty. Presumably
they are thare partly o inspire awe:
Instead they make Bourassa sesm
more vulnerahble.

Youngest .prein;ier

As Bourassa talks, on and on until

nearly midnight, the preconceplions
receds, One remembers instead that
he won power at-36, the voungest
premier in Quebau history; that
his majority is larger even than
Alberta Premier Peter Loughesd's:
that by the mext election he will
have heid power longer tham any
premier since Maurize Duoplessis,
Slowly one begins to comprehend
how he has done it,

Across the lable, never entirely -

relaxed, coming Back again and

again to his maln points, skillfully °

dropping the odd bit of inside infor-
mation that always delights a re-
ﬁmn fits Mackenzie King, re-

ri. :
Jack Pickersgill, for wears ihe
gray emineénce of Canada’s least-
loved, least-understood, and most
suceessiol politiclan, his said that
Bourassa is more like King than any
politician he has known,

Pickersgill ha's hit the mark.
Eourassa likes the comparison, and
adds to il “Yes, I have studied him,

-
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carefully,"” he saye, “[King was often
acenged cf ool heing fism, bol he
know how Lo e fhean when he had in
be, 50 da [0 Remember 1 jailed Use
muinn {eaders. Bul 1 dld il without
demapazicey,”

As in the case of King. Bourassa's
opponents, pacticularly Lthe
separalisls with their guick, =eli-
righterus passion, make the fatal
mistake of underestimating him.

“Charlama,” he says disdainfully,
with lhe rguH:k: EMI]E he uses when

he knows he iz going 1o score ;
poini.

“Clement Atlee had no charisma,
and look what happened to Winstlon
Churchill, Loevesgue has charisma,
and loak whal has happened 1o

© liim."

Once the. connectien Is made,
resemblances between the lwo ars
easy Lo find. King, his crvstal ball
hidlelen, made himsell as coloriess as
he coielid manage, S0 does Boorassa,
Abaut the only anecdoles to be told
ghout him conrcern his personal hale-
dresser; the steaks he consumes to
try, without success, to gain weight;
s 0 daily lengths in the pool, “[or
intelleciual and physical discipline,”

Only one magazine has attempied
a full-length profile of him. That
was Chatelaine, a woman’s maga-
zine, and It really was more inter-
ested in Andree Bourassa.

The vital link is that, like Kinz
during tho conscription ¢risis of
World War 11, Bourasta governs a
spcicly that is decply polarized. Qut

of choice, but alsa oul of pecessity,

e disguises his purpases and goals,
al limnes perhaps even from himself,

A% one example, Bourassa pralses
L5, capilal and [oves to tell of a
weekend spent with (he Rockefel-
lers, Yel he glso cal's himsell “'a so-
cial demaocrat” and queles Brilish
economist John Maynard Keynes'
diwtum that inflation. well handled,

can be wsed Uvooe 7 tecsee ipcome,
Indepd e denticare
' e, begal aid. and b e

i bvdget cul MO [rom dhe
tax rolls,

Race relations

Race relations require Bourassa
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Io apply his fuid formula bevond
the boundaries of his own provinee,

“I am always surprised that Fng-
lish Canada should jump ai some af
the words | use, {Hi% comment, “A
French state in 3 Canadian common
markel," comes 1o mind. ) Why do
they nol understand? 1 am working
al the same lime lor Quebes and for
Canada. Thiz is nol always easy.”

Eill 22, the conlroversial language
legislatlon, is a case In poinl, Pro-
lesls by English-Canadians, it be-
comes clear though Bourassa will
not say so0, have served their pur-
pese by strengthening his repuiation
ameng Quebee nallonalists,

liis judgment of ssparatism s
rational. and eold.
"N would he a tragic. stupld mis-

take, [ will fighl separatism o the
ond of my caveer. We woubd lose
00,000 people, more, Today we have
o go on our knees lo Wall Siroct
because we need the money. Se&par-
ale, we would be [lat on our [ace
to Wall Street™

Rather than (o Canadianism, the
natural opposite Lo Separatism.
Bourassa®s  commitment is 1o
federalism a kind of half way house.

He remembers his time in Oliawa
ag a civil servanl as “wvery enjoy-
able," and, surprisingly, he says
that one Ditawa position thal might
one dav inferesl him would be minis-
ier of finanee. 'l have always haen
deeply interested in public adminis-
tration.™

Federal system

Bourassa savs, "1 believs deeply
in the federal system, in the 11 [ead-
ers making this country work. Que-
bec today has sulflcient economic
strength. James Bay will glve us
pobs in the “708, and ensrgy in lhe
"&1s. [t {6 our culture that is in dan-
ger, ToGay #10h PIErre TTidza0] 2k
Otfawa we are In #n dﬂ.nwnr Bt
tomormow, withi o
l:TTn.lnﬂ and perhens with amth.eu
“M"'M-'nl and only a half-dozen
Guelsc minisiers, how then could
wa allow our culiural survival ta de-
pend an the pood-will of the major-
iby? This (s the guaranice [ moual g2t

for my people.”

A constitutional confrontztion. =t
a conference probably to be held ie
mid-"T6, seems fo be in the making.
‘I'rudeau has szid he intends to bring
Canada's constitution back Irom
Brilain but that he will not agree to
any Lransfer of powet to Lthe prov-
inges, Boyrassa in turn has declaved
he will nof agree to repatriation ex-
cept as part of a package deal that
gives Quebec expanded jurisdiction
aver immigration and culture.

Withoui belnz specific—"Why
should | show my bargaining
hand?" —Bourassa hinls that a solu-
tion can be [ound. Instead of a
transfer of aciual jurisdiction he
might aceepl explicil eomstitutional
mlumn.lues for Quebsc’s culfure amd
fufure population compasition,

Bourassa's style of negoliafion
has been shaped by his experiences,
“the teughest of my lile,” at the
1871 Vigtoria constitufional confer-
ence, He agreed (o0 a new constitu-
fion, then at the lasl minule chang-
ed his mimd and refused o sign. 1
felf glmost physically the pressures
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of being a federalist Quebecker,™ he
recalls,

Bourassa appreciales that these
days Trudeau has to be more con-
cerned about the West than aboul
Quebec. He knows that he also has
to condition public opinion before he
commmils himsell. 50 e moves for-
ward, an [neh at a tfme,

“Relations, practical working
relations, between Oltawa and Que-
bec have never been betfer.”

None of these adminlsirative
deals is glamorous. When he feels
Uhe teed to strike 2 pose, he asks [or
palience,

"English-Canadians must under-
stand that | cannot do things differ-
ently, My margin for manoeuwre is
very small. | am working to consofi-
dale a beseiged socicty,”

Bourassa's vision for the fulere of
that society will leave his critics as
dissatisfied as bafore. He foresees,
“an equilibrium, esonomic stronzth

and an assurance of cultiral survive

al.”

That vision 18 praciical: I Is neb
ther moral nor philosophic. But ta
demand more, bold oralory, brave
promiszes., from a Bourassa as much
as [rom a Mackenzie King, Is to ask,

nol as much lor the lmpossible as

for the non-existent.

More durable

“Nielsche or was it Gpethe said
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that every epoch must have its own
servant. The "6z were the time of
bombs and slogans and for Latfim,
emational leaders. Is it wrong that
in the “70s Quebee should be led by
someane whe helleves in rational,
conl, politics™”

A good sell-description af a politi-
cian who has taken the measure of
his own inability to generate
warmth and excitement, amd who

. has learned Lo Lurn ihat lack Lo his

advantage,
Quebec will have. (o solve [tz awn

malaise. Bourassa will provide the

13,000 jobs a ywear, the five budgels
without tax increases in & row, the
faderal money.

He will be doing thal, one comes
away convineed, for a long time.
The bovish facade hides a politician
far mare shrewd, far more caleulat-
ing and resilient, and above all {ar
more durable, than mosi observers
and all of his opponents yei have
recognized, Quebec, one remembers
al the end, pave Mackenzie King
each one af his vielories.
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