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THE SENATE
Tuesday, December 8, 1981

The Senate met at 10.30 a.m., the Speaker in the Chair.
Prayers.
DOCUMENTS TABLED

Wednesday, 9th December, 1981, and that rule 76(4) be
suspended in relation thereto.
The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, is leave
granted?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.
Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government)
a
(1035)
tabled:
Report of the Canadian Dairy Commission, including [English|
its accounts and financial statements certified by the
Senator Frith: Honourable senators, I should like to make
Auditor General, for the years ended July 31, 1979 and one comment about this motion. The Standing Senate ComJuly 31, 1980, pursuant to section 22 of the Canadian mittee on Agriculture had arranged a series of hearings, one of
Dairy Commission Act, Chapter C-7, R.S.C., 1970.
which was to be held in Guelph. That hearing was cancelled
and arrangements were made for the witnesses to come to
Ottawa. For that reason, it is felt that the permission of the
THE ESTIMATES
Senate should be granted.
REPORT OF NATIONAL FINANCE COMMITTEE ON
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (D) PRESENTED AND PRINTED AS
AN APPENDIX

Hon. Douglas D. Everett: Honourable senators, I have the
honour to present the report of the Standing Senate Committee on National Finance on supplementary estimates (D) laid
before Parliament for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1982. I
ask that the report be printed as an appendix to the Debates of
the Senate and to the Minutes of the Proceedings of the
Senate of this day and form part of the permanent records of
this house.

I use the occasion to ask that, in future, committee chairmen
ask for an opinion as to whether they should sit, or present a
motion that they should sit, while the Senate is sitting, before
rather than after they arrange for the appearances of witnesses. It is difficult to find any room for priorities or to
reschedule committee meetings if witnesses are already travelling from various parts of the country to attend a meeting,
permission for which has not been sought prior to the arrangement for their attendance.
Motion agreed to.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is it agreed, honourable senators?
Hon. Senators: Agreed.
(For text of report see appendix,p. 3429.)
The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, when shall this
report be taken into consideration?
Senator Everett: Honourable senators, I move that the
report be taken into consideration at the next sitting of the
Senate.
Motion agreed to.
[Translation]
AGRICULTURE
COMMITTEE AUTHORIZED TO MEET DURING SITTING OF THE
SENATE

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, with leave of the Senate and notwithstanding rule 45(l)(a), I move:
That the Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture
have power to sit while the Senate is sitting tomorrow,

QUESTION PERIOD
[Translation]
THE CONSTITUTION
MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEENPOSSIBLE ACCEPTANCE OF SENATE AMENDMENTS BY
GOVERNMENT

Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Honourable senators, I have a question for the Leader of the Government regarding the debate that is to be resumed shortly on the
constitutional resolution. Can the Leader of the Government
inform us whether at this supreme moment, the government,
that supreme authority, agrees to have the Senate adopt the
main amendments that were proposed, which are likely to
meet the objections not only of the Government of Quebec but
of the vast majority of the Quebec National Assembly, particularly where they concern fiscal compensation in the case of
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opting out by a province or transfer of authority?
[English]
* (1040)

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I am not in a position to undertake that
kind of commitment.
Senator Flynn: When you say you are not in a position to
undertake that kind of commitment, do you mean that you will
not inquire or that you do not know? I am simply asking
whether there is any possibility that the government will
become more flexible and, seeing the danger that lies ahead,
change its position.
Senator Perrault: The honourable senator is aware, of
course, that these options have been known to the Right
Honourable the Prime Minister and the government for some
considerable period of time. The Leader of the Opposition is
not bringing us new tidings of some portent or of an innovative
nature. These possibilities have always been there and the
government has been quite aware of them.
Senator Flynn: When you speak of possibilities, is there any
possibility that the government will, today, accept either of the
amendments I have mentioned? Yesterday the Prime Minister
said "No" to the Leader of the Opposition in the other place
when he made his request, and that was despite the fact that
Mr. Chrétien had over the weekend mentioned that the matter
was still open to negotiation.
I am not speaking of concessions that would require the
agreement of Quebec on the whole matter, but of concessions
that would simply meet with the wishes of the majority of
Quebecers and the wishes of the large majority of the National
Assembly.
Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, as I stated earlier, I
cannot give a commitment that the government will support
such amendments. I will be in communication with Mr.
Chrétien later this day and with the office of the Right
Honourable the Prime Minister. But honourable senators are
aware, I think, that these requests have been received from the
Government of Quebec. They have been widely publicized.
They really do not constitute anything new. I am not in a
position to give any such commitment at the present time, and
the government does not contemplate supporting such amendments at this time.
Senator Flynn: Well, that is a little clearer now and it leads
me to ask what the Leader of the Government meant a few
minutes ago when he suggested he might inquire. Does the
leader agree to inquire? If he does inquire, will he inform the
Senate as soon as possible, because if any concession were to
be made with respect to the two areas I have mentioned it
could have a profound effect on the course of the debate in the
Senate. It would affect the views held by senators on all sides
of the house. If the Leader of the Government tells me that
there will be no deal, no concession at all, then we on this side
will act accordingly; but, if there is any hope, we might
reconsider the position we have taken and intend to take.
(Senator Flynn.]
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Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, as I stated earlier, I
can see no possibility at this time of acceptance, of the type of
amendments that have been requested by certain political
spokesmen for the Province of Quebec. However, the Prime
Minister has stated on many occasions that this is merely the
beginning of the constitutional reform process; that other
meetings will be held this year and there is the possibility of
change down the road.
* (1045)

The honourable senator is aware of the process which has
brought this measure to the Senate for debate. He is aware of
the support accorded the constitutional proposals by the leader
of his party in the other place, the national Leader of the
Progressive Conservative Party.
I can say that the government is always sympathetic to the
aspirations of people, wherever they live in this country or
whatever their province.
Senator Flynn: Except Quebec.
Senator Perrault: However, it is not feasible for the government to accept amendments of this kind at the present time.
When I stated that I would be in contact with the office of the
Minister of Justice and the office of the Right Honourable the
Prime Minister, of course, we have been in continuing communication with both of those offices with respect to the
speeches made by various senators, because the opinions of the
senators are held in high regard by both those offices.
Senator Flynn: Honourable senators, I can only interpret the
reply of the Leader of the Government to be "No".
Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government): I
would do so.
Hon. M. Lorne Bonnell: That is answering your own
question.
Senator Flynn: The Leader of the Government has never
learned how to give a straight answer.
Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, I regret very much
that on this rather historic day for the Senate and the nationSenator Flynn: A day of mourning for many.
Senator Perrault: -such bitter remarks should come from
the Leader of the Opposition.
Senator Flynn: Bitter?
Senator Perrault: We are all interested in the expanded
views of the honourable senator, which, I am sure, he will
outline in his speech this afternoon, and we will all be in our
places.
[Translation]
PRESENTATION OF AN ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEENPOSSIBILITY OF LEADER OF GOVERNMENT IN SENATE
ACCOMPANYING MINISTER OF JUSTICE TO UNITED KINGDOM

Hon. Martial Asselin: Honourable senators, considering
what the Leader of the Government has just said, namely, that
it is quite possible no amendments will be approved by the
government when a vote is taken later this afternoon; consider-

