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Senator Flynn: This is disgraceful. One cannot say they are
overly concerned about their responsibilities towards the
Senate.
e (1405)

[En glish]
THE CONSTITUTION

STATUS OF REPORT OF LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

Hon. Lowell Murray: Honourable senators, I have a ques-
tion for someone who is here, namely, the Chairman of the
Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee. My question,
which I think I raised some days ago, is this: When may we
expect the report from his committee on the work that they
were doing this summer, and what is the reason for the delay
in its submission to this chamber?

Hon. H. Carl Goldenberg: Honourable senators, the report
was finally approved in substance and it is in the hands of our
Parliamentary Counsel and staff for completion. We found
quite a number of errors in translation. I expect to be able to
present that report any time, but obviously it will not be this
week. I will speak to the Parliamentary Counsel again today,
but it is out of my hands and out of the hands of the
subcommittee. The remaining work has to be done in order to
present the report in proper language and style.

Senator Flynn: Will it be presented before December 9?

Senator Goldenberg: If the Leader of the Opposition insists
that I present it after that date, I will be glad to consider
accommodating him.

Senator Flynn: I am not the one to insist on that, but I hope
that nobody else will.

Senator Goldenberg: I assure honourable senators that i will
present the report as soon as it is ready, whether it be next
week or the week after at the latest. That is my intention. I do
not intend to hold it back.

[Translation]
Hon. Martial Asselin: Honourable senators, I have a

supplementary.
Is it the intention of Senator Goldenberg, who is chairman

of that Senate committee, to appear as a witness before the
Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons to
table this report and explain to members of that committee the
document prepared by him and his colleagues on the various
subcommittees that sat last summer?

Is it his intention, before a decision is taken about patriation
and the matter relating to the Senate, especially section 44, to
appear before the committee as a witness in order to submit
the views of the Senate as to the transformation of this
chamber?

Senator Goldenberg: No, I do not intend to do so, because
the report will not be a Senate report, but rather a committee
report.

Senator Asselin: A Senate committee report'?
[Senator Frith.]

Senator Goldenberg: A Senate committee report, yes, but
not necessarily approved by the Senate.

[English]
Hon. G. I. Smith: Honourable senators, I would like to ask

the same chairman another question. Having in mind the fact
that members of the subcommittee were requested to, and did,
act very vigorously in order to produce a report during the
summer, and then particularly to have it ready for submission
immediately after the First Ministers' Conference in early
September was completed, why is it that nearly two months
have gone by since that conference and we still have not
received the committee's report?

Senator Goldenberg: For reasons which Senator Smith, as a
member of the committee, should know. He attended meetings
of the committee and knows that various changes were sug-
gested, and when changes are made they have to be carried out
in both languages. I assure Senator Smith that our Parliamen-
tary Counsel, and the translators, who created some difficul-
ties for other reasons, have been working at it steadily. I can
assure honourable senators that there is no deliberate delay. If
it is in the minds of some senators that I have been asked to
delay the submission of that report, I want to correct that
impression. As I have already said, I intend to submit the
report as soon as it is handed to me in correct form by the
people who are now working on it. I believe it is in the final
stages.

* (1410)

Senator Smith: Honourable senators, I might just comment
that although it may be that I should and probably do know, I
am not aware of any particular reason why it should be so long
delayed.

Senator Goldenberg: If Senator Smith wants to check on my
answer I give him permission to talk to Mr. du Plessis, our
Parliamentary Counsel, and check with him. Perhaps he will
believe Mr. du Plessis when he shows the honourable senator
why the report has not yet been presented.

Senator Smith: I suppose the honourable senator and I can
exchange pleasantries of this kind for quite a while. At least, I
feel some coming on myself. If he would like to indulge himself
further I can probably keep up with him. However, I don't
know that I have to get his consent to ask the Law Clerk
anything I happen to want to ask him. What he may answer
me is, of course, another question.

[Translation]
Hon. Fernand-E. Leblanc: Honourable senators, at the last

committee meeting the members present unanimously agreed
that the chairman should proceed as quickly as possible and
present to the Senate the final report of the committee. You
even said at that time, Mr. Chairman, that you would act as
quickly as possible in order to incorporate the changes which
had been made at the last meeting and that you would table
the report before the Senate as soon as possible.

Senator Asselin: Just answer!
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Senator Goldenberg: That was not a question; it was a
statement of fact, was it not?

[English]
THE CABINET

ABSENCE OF MINISTERS FROM CHAMBER

Hon. Duff Roblin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, I rise to solicit the good offices of the Deputy
Leader of the Government with respect to the missing cabinet
ministers. Question Period is one of the most invigorating and,
I think, productive periods we have in this house.

Senator Walker: Inspirational.

Senator Roblin: It sometimes inspires questions. I am not so
sure that it does much else in the inspirational line. We are
looking forward to the chance of asking some questions of the
two ministers, not the Leader of the Government, on this
occasion. I wonder if it is possible for us to proceed to other
business, send out a whip to find out where these two laggards
are, and when they get back here we could return to Question
Period and pose the matters we wish to secure information on.

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, in rising to deal with that question, I do
not want to seem to adopt what seems to me to be a rather
unparliamentary description of ministers of the Crown. I am
sure the expression was used humorously.

Senator Roblin: I never use unparliamentary expressions.
Well, hardly ever, and certainly not on this occasion. When I
describe them as laggards, that, they obviously are.

Senator Frith: That may seem obvious to the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. The question of their presence here, or their
absence here-

Senator Flynn: That is more precise.

Senator Frith: -as leading necessarily to conclusions or
inferences of the type drawn by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is, of course, for him. I am in a position, as has
happened on previous occasions, including the period when
honourable gentlemen opposite sat on this side, when for some
reason a minister or ministers are not here, to take any
questions as notice and refer thein to the ministers. I also have
some briefing that might enable me to answer some questions.
I suggest, with respect, that we proceed with Question Period.
I will take questions, as is often done, as notice, attempt to
answer them, or refer them and sec that honourable senators
get answers as soon as possible.

0 (1415)

If it turns out later on today that one or both ministers
appear, I certainly would not oppose reverting to Question
Period, but I cannot undertake to send someone out to get
them while we proceed with other business. I again underline
that I am briefed, to some extent, and am happy-indeed

eager-to handle any questions I can and forward those I
cannot to the government.

Senator Flynn: If you are eager, that worries me.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
THE BUDGET-WESTERN DEVELOPMENT FUND

Hon. Lowell Murray: In that case, I wonder if the deputy
leader could consult his brief to tell the Senate which minister
will be responsible for the Western Development Fund?

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government): My
brief will not give that answer, but I will undertake to get one.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
INTRODUCTION OF AMENDING LEGISLATION

Hon. Jack Marshall: Honourable senators, I have a question
for the deputy leader. It has to do with the petition that
Senator Godfrey presented earlier today with respect to the
Royal Canadian Legion. Could the deputy leader tell us when
this bill will be presented to the Senate, and how it will be
dealt with?

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government): I
understand that this petition was not presented on behalf of
the government. Senator Godfrey presented this petition for a
private bill, and with the permission of the Senate I will ask
him to enlighten us.

Senator Godfrey: The bill will be presented tomorrow.

GRAIN
CROWSNEST RATES-INVESTIGATION OF CP RAIL

Hon. Duff Roblin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, I am going to try the deputy leader out on his
offer and find out how good his brief is. Could he tell us what
the Minister of State for the Canadian Wheat Board meant
when, speaking in Winnipeg late last week to the Manitoba
Pool Elevators, he said that a federal government plan to
investigate CP Rail would be a necessary first step in the
proposed task force study of the controversial Crowsnest rate
situation?

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I will have to take that question as
notice. So far, in spite of a lot of possible answers I have, no
right question has come along.

Senator Murray: Give us the answers.

Senator Roblin: I will try again. Will he tell us whether it is
the policy of the government that there should be a study
conducted of CP Rail to investigate their continuing responsi-
bility to transport grain at low statutory rates before any
action is taken with respect to the Crowsnest rates situation?

Senator Frith: Honourable senators, I assume that if it were
the policy of the government, it would have been either
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