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matters and things as may be referred to
then by the Iouse ; and to report fron tine
to tine their observations and opinions
thereon : with power to send for persons,
papers and records."

Motion agreed Io.

REPORT.

MNa. SPE AKRI laid b>ef re the Hiouse
the reporù ot the i brarian ot Par1ia-
ment, on the state of thbe Librarv of
Parliamnt.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE DEBATES

REMARKS.

MR. MACKENZIE said that on
Moinday next he wou!d prpose the
appointment of a Committee regarding
the supervision of the reporting of the
debates. In the meantime, he thought
it might be perhaps well for hon. gen-
tlemen to consider whether it was de-
sirable thut the systen of last year
should be centinued ; the one volume
which contained the debates of last
Session being extrenely voluminous
and inconvenient, and whether it
might be desirable or not to curtail
the reporting of the debates some-
what so as to compress it within one
reasonable volume, or to extend it
indefinitely according to the character
and extent of the debates. le merely
asked the attention of the louse to
the subject in order that, when the
Govern ment asked for a Comnmittee on
Monday,the House might come to some
definite understanding on these points.

Sat JOHN A. MACDIONALD said
he quite agreed with the hon.
member that it was extrenely iu-
convenient to publish the debates in
so large a volume. It was not a pocket-
bible by any means, which could be
carried about anywhere; but he would
be very sorry to sec the reporting of
the debates curtailed, fbr, to be valu-
able, it should be as full as possible,
perhaps not the ipsissina verba, but
nevertheless so full as to give as
rearly as possible the whole sum
and substance of whatever each mem-
ber said. Otherwise, the value of the
reporting would bu greatly dimin-
ished. As regarded the portability
of the volume, he thought some
arrangement rnight be made by which
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the debates of each Session would be
spreaîd over two volumes, and iii a few
years he believed three w'ould bc
required f >r the purpose.

House adjouried at
T wen ty inu tes to

Four o'clock.

IIOl U S E OF COMMONS.

Mfonday, 1]th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'clock.

nP.AYERS.
REPORT.

lt. SPEAKEIk laid before the
Ilouse-Account Current of the Ac
countant of the loiuse of Commous, of
the amount received and disbursed by
hinm for Contingencies, from the lst
July, 1876, to the lst July 1877 with
the Auditor's Rýeport.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF TUE DEBATES

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

MRt. ROSS (West Middlesex) moved,
" That a Select Committee be appointed,

to superv ise the official Repoi t of the De bates
of this House during the present Session;
with power to report froin tine to tine; said
Conmnittee to be conposed of Mescýrs. Ross
(Middlesex), Oliver, Dymond, Béchard.
Charlton, 1upper, Bowell, Desjardius and
Colby."

Mit. HOLTON said be did not object
to the motion on the ground that it
was not a right and proper motion, for,
of course, it was the settled policy of
the louse to continue these reports,
but they had strong complaints last
year of the extraordinary delay whieh
took place in the distribution of' the
reports. The delay was so great that
the reports were really of no practical
value, except as records of proueedings
for reference in after years. le
hoped the Conmittee proposed by his
hon. friend, the member for West
Middlesex (Mir. Ross) would sec that
arrangements were made this year to
secure a prompter distribution of' the
reports than took place last ) car. Ho
was quite sure that such was the sense
of the louse at large, and lie hoped
that expression would be given to that
sense by other members.

Business.(COMMONS.]
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MR. MASSON said ho had no com-
plaint to make about the Jlansard; he
understood the difficulties the repor-
ters had to contend with, especially
with regard to himself; but what he
had to complain of was the translation
of the IBansard. The translation two
or three years ago was something awful.
That of last year was a great deal
botter; there were parts of it that
were excellent, but there were other
parts that were really absurd. As
an instance, he might mention that,
when ho spoke upon the question of
the prayers, upon which he took strong
grounds, ho said that the first Com-
moner should say the prayers, but
the French translation of the Ilansard
made him say to the House, " que ce
devoir devrait être rempli par le pre-
mier venu." If the matter were not
so serious, ho would be inclined to
laugh, and he could not but think
that the matter should receive careful
cousideration. This was the record
for or against hon. members, and, in
going through some parts of the coun-
try, among the French population this
year, ho had found the Hansard every-
where ; but it was natural that the
French would not refer to the English
Hansard to see what their representa-
tives had been doing, but would go to
the French copy. And not only in the
1Hansard, butin the Statutes, ho had the
saine thing to complain of, and in the
translation of the Sessional Papers also
there was ground for co mplain t. He had
compared the French with tho English
copy of the Bansard,and, in the former,
had found that the most absurd and
damaging things appeared. He believed
the motion would meet with the
approbation of most of the French
speakers. They must have a Hansard
which expressed their ideas as they
were expressed in this House.

MR. DESJARDINS said it would be
unjust to leave unanswered the re-
marks which had just fallen from his
hon. friend the member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson), and leave the
louse under the impression that the
French translators had not done their
duty last year. They were bound to
remember that this work had been
executed under very difficult circum-
stances. The stops that had been
taken to secure the translation offHan-
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sard had only been decided cn late in
the Session, and the hasty selection of
the necessary staff had caused part of
the translation to be confided to per-
sons who were, perbaps, of inferior
ability. But it being understood that
the work would be given this year to
the same officers who had charge of it
previously, ho anticipated that the
translation for the present Session
would be such as would render justice
to the speeches delivered by hon.
members.

MR. ROSS (West Middlesex) said
ho was quite aware there was consider-
able delay in having the bound volumes
of the Ifansard issued at the close of
last Session, and considerable delay in
having the daily report of the speeches
laid upon the desks.

Ma. HOLTON: I did not complain
of the bound volumes, but of the daily
reports. We did not get them last
Session until August.

Mi. ROSS said this matter came be-
fore the attention of the Committee
of the blouse last Session, and a new
indenture was drawn up between the
House and the contractor for the Han-
s ird, in which a clause was inserted
to the effect that the contractor should
forfeit a penalty of $15 per day if his
share of the work was not completed
in time. Of course last Session their
contractor had entered for the first
time upon this delicate and difficult
task, and the Committee were aware
there were many difficulties to be sur-
mounted which ho would not expect
to encounter during the present Ses-
sion. He hoped they would be able
this Session, by the removal of several
difficulties, as well as from the in-
creased skill and experience of their
contractor, to comply with the
intentions of the Committee,
in having the reports laid upon
the desks of hon. members at
least within twenty.four hours of the
time at which the speech was de-
livered. The matter was one whibh
had been surrounded by great diffi-
culties from its inception, but ho
believed these difficultios were being
removed from year to year, .and he
hoped the result this year wou-ld be
more satisfactory than in previous
years.
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MR. DECOSMOS said ho trusted
the Committee would take into
consideration the question whether
it would not be much better to
allow hon. gentlemen who desired to
revise their speeches, to have a printed
proof of their speeche instead of
manuscript that was exceedingly diffi-
cult to decipher.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said that to
his certain knowledge, in the Ilansard
of last Session, two or three rather im-
portant statements were omitted. He
knew that the reporters experienced
great difficulty in following the pro-
ceedings, and particularly interjec-
tions; but occasionally statements were
made from one side of the House
to the other that, to a very large
extent, bore on the question at issue.
Now, it must be understood that the
Blansard, although very reasonably
faithful as showing the general tenor
of the speeches, an<1 very often giving
the exact language, could not, as it
was at present, ho regarded as an
absolutely authentie record.

Motion agreed to.

INSOLVENCY [AW REPEAL.

INTRODUCTION OF BILL PROPOSED.

MR. BARTIHE moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to repeal the Insol-
vency Law now in force in the Domin-
ion.

Mr. TUPPER said ho would like,
in this connection, to enquire of the
hon. the First Minister if the report
was authentic which stated that the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue,
on the occasion of his appeal to bis
,constituents in Drammond and Artha-
baska, had stated that it was the
interstion of the Government to repeal
the Insolvency Law.

Ma. LAURIER said Le thought ho
c3uld appeal to his hon. friend from
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) as to the fact
that he never made such a statement.
He never stated that it was the
intention of the Government to repeal
the Insolven2y Law or any other Act.
He had been sworn in the day before,
and it was only natural for him to
make no statement of that or any other
kind as to the future policy of the
Government. He said there, as ho had
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stated elsewhere, that, as far as his
own personal sentiments went, he was
in favour of the repeal of the Insol-
vency Law. Even if ho did make the
statement attributed to hia, and he
did not ihink that hedd, he spoke of
his own sentiments and not of the
policy of the Government.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he did not
think it fair that any hon. gentleman
should ask such « question without
previous notice.

MR. MASSON said the bon. gentle-
man necdi aot have answered the ques-
tion, but he did. He was sorry the
hon. gentleman had made an appeal to
him. He had onlygone into the coun-
ty twice. As the hon. gentleman said
he had not made the statement, of
course ho could believe that lie did not
intend to make it, but ho had under-
stood him to say that he was opposed
to the Insolvency Law; that it would
not be repealed at this Session, but pro-
bably at the next Session. lie remem-
bered it particularly, because he had
spoken of it to his friends at the time.

MR. MACKENZIE said ho really
must ask hon. members not to discuss
in that House things said by others in
another place.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, with regard to the remarks which
Lad fallen from his hon. friend the
member for Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie)
there was a motion before the Chair,
and it was quite germane to ask if cer-
tain remarks in reference to this sub-
ject had been made by the Minister of
Inland Revenue at any time. Notice
would be required of the question pu,
to the Premier, because, without it, he
could not have the opportunity of on-
quiring of his colleague. This was a
discussion on the first reading of a Bill,
and perhaps it was unusual to introduce
a Bill at all, except the measure which
was always introduced to assert th,
rights of Parliament, until the Speech
from the Throne had been answered.
But, the motion having been made, the
discussion was quite in order.

Ma. MASSON said it was painful to
see hon. members who had been known
always to speak the truth, holding
different opinions on matters of fact.
It was painful to him to again refer to

InýsolVency Lawv Repeal.



[FEBRUARY 11, 1878.]

it, but, when'he did so before, his hon.
friend wished to make him believe
that his (Mr. Masson's) memory was
et fault. But ho remembered the
occasion particularly, because when
the statement was made, he made the
remark that his bon. friend was going
too far, that he was pledging Parlia-
ment two Sessions. This was what
struck him at the time, and made him
remember the fact now.

MR. LAURIER said ho had appealed
to the testimony of his bon. friend
because he thought there could bo no
ýdoubt about it. lis memory was not
in accord with that of his hon. friend
(Mr. Masseýn), but, although they were
at variance, his hon. friend did not
impugn his statement, and ho did not
impugn that of his hon, friend. Still,
they were at variance, and one might
bo at fault. It seemed to him that it
was quite natural that, having been
sworn in only on the previous day, ho
-could not state what would be the
policy of the Government.

MR. MOUSSEAU : I heard the bon.
Minister use exactly the same words
as those remembered by the hon.
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson).

MR. SPEAKER: I would suggest to
the hon. member (Mr. Barthe) not to
press the Bill at present. It is con-
trary to our usual practice to intro-
duce a Bill before the Speech is
answered.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the motion which was always made,
was to protect the right of the House
to introduco Bills if they chose, but
even then it was considered not ex-
actly respectful to the Crown, and
therefore the motion for the second
reading 'was not. made. He wouild
suggest that the hon. gentleman should
allow his motion to stand until after
the Address. It would be considered
that the motion was not made, and
that it was still on the paper.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

ADDRE¿'S IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY'S SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the con-
Si<eration of His Excellency's Speech
at the opening of the Session.

MR. DE St. GEORGES: Mr. Speaker,
I have the honour to propose that a
humble address be piesented to His
Excellency in reply to the Speech
from the Throne; and at the outset, I
basten to solicit the indulgence of the
House, convinced as I am, that the
task which bas devolved upon me, is
much beyond my power. I am about
to have the honour to serve the House
with a bill of fare, which certainly
should give satisfaction to the most
exacting; but which, nevertheless, the
hon. Leader of the Opposition will not
fail, as usual, to find very meagre. I
rememberthat lastycar, the hon. mem-
ber (Sir John A. Macdonald) made us
this compliment, but that did not,
meanwhile, prevent three long months,
and sittings prolonged at times until
the morning being required, lhough
the Government used all possible dili-
gence to fcrward the despatch of busi-
ness, before we passed through all
the programme that was submitted to
us. As His Excellency bas very ap-
propriately remarked this year, no-
thing beyond the ordinary affairs of
Parliament requires the convocation
of Parliament ; the country at pre-
sent being in a most satisfactory condi-
tion. It is true that we have suffered
and still suffer from commercial de-
pression, but this is a misfortune
common to-day to all civilized coun-
tries, and, after all, we can say that we
have suffered here less from it than
any other country, no matter where
situated, and that Canada occupies a
relatively prosperous condition. The
commercial position of the country
bas improved during the past few
months, and our revenues have in-
creased. The second paragraph of
the Speech from the Throne informs as
that,when Parliament will be convened
anew, Ris Excellency Lord Dufferin
will have ceased to be here the repre-
sentative of the British Crown. This
news, I am sure, will give rise, every-
where in our midst, to a lively senti-
ment of regret, and the Canadian
people, without distinction of nation-
ality or of religior, will look upon the
departure of Ris Excoliency as a mis-
fortune. Lord Dufferin, whose pres-
ence each city, each town and each
locality in the Dominion, has disputed
since his arrival amongst us, has
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known how to make himself loved,
alike by all the races and by all the
creeds amongst us, and, I may add, by
all the political parties of our country,
and not only here but also even in the
United States Lord Dufferin bas known
how to make himself popular. It
would detain me too long, were I to
essay to enumerate all the claims
which Lord Dufferin bas upon our
gratitude ; permit me merely to say
that, by his affection for the Canadian
people and the lively interest which he
takes in their prosperity, he bas a
right to our most earnest acknowledg-
monts; for it is incontestable that the
administration of Lord Dzifferin and
the manner in which he bas acquitted
himself have in no slight measure
contributed to unite in closer bonds
the divers elements of our population.
Later on,the Canadian people will effec-
tually remember their former Gover-
nor, His Excellency, and it is onlyjust
to add that the name of Lady Dufferin
will always be equally dear to tbem.
Representative of fler Majesty amongst
us, His Excellency Lord Dufferin has
wished to acquaint himself personally
with the needs of the people by visit-
ing the various Provinces of the
Confederation. Last autumn, Bis
Excellency paid a visit to the Province
of Manitoba and the North-West Terri-
tory, and the accounts which the
newspapers have given of the incidents
of this trip, suffice to enable as to
predict the advantages to the country
which will result from it. The infor-
mation that His Excellency bas
gathered regarding the immense re-
sources of the North-West Territory
will permit him to make the
Imperial Government sensible of the
importance of the annexation of this
vast domain to the Dominion of
Canada. Besides, His Excellency
has already had occasion to ac-
quaint the English people with the
resources of Canadaand particularly of
the western portion of it, and, beyond
doubt, the authority that his words
carry with them will favour the devel-
opment of the work of colonization in
this part of the Confederation. The
settlement of the fisheries dispute,
although it bas not given us ail that
we expected, bas, nevertheless, created
general satisfaction, and when it is
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known that, of the fifteen million award
paid bv Great Britain to the Ameri-
can Government on account of
the Alabama claims, one - half
remains in the bands of the
American Government, we cannot but
believe that they will not hesitate to
pay the five and one-half millions of
dollars that the Arbitrators have
awarded to Canada. En passant, I must
say that the system of settling these
difficulties by arbitration, as adopted
by the two Governments interested in
the malter, is the wisest that could be
devised, and I believe that it will be
more and more generally followed
with regard to international difficulties
in the future. It gives me pleasure to
state here, to the honour of Canada,
that this is one of the first countries
which bas afforded such an example
to the world. I now reach the para-
graph relating to the treaties which
have been concluded with the Indians.
These treaties, one of which assures to
us the full enjoyment of 52,000 square
miles, and the other the full enjoy-
ment of 450,000 square miles of terri-
tory, suffice to convince the House
that the interests of Canada in the
West have not been neglected. The
generous proceedings which we have
always adopted with regard to the
Indian tribes reflect great credit upon
the political system adopted by the
Government, above all when we
recollect that everywhere else the
relations of Europeans with the In-
dians have always given way to bloody
conflicts, while our own relations with
these tribes, on the contrary, have
al ways been of the most pacifie charac-
ter; and all this goes to show that
respect for plighted faith is the first
condition requisite to live in peace
with these Indians, and that, in fine,
this mode of treatment will be the
most economical means that we car)
adopt towards them. We are in a
position to state to-day that the North-
west Territory, which, a few years ago,
was given over to anarchy and
brigandage, is now rapidly advancing
in civilization, and that, thanks to
the wise policy pursued by the present
Government, the completion of the
Pacifie IRailway route will enable the
House to decide what it ought to do
regarding this enterprise, and will

rcOMMONSj Address.



[FEBRUARY 11, 1878.]

«convince it that it is necessary for us
to establish, as soon as possible,
railway communication with these
western regions. No question re-
quiring solution at our hands presents
greater difficulty than this one.
In engaging in this gigantie
enterprise, we have contracted obliga-
tions which are in themselves enerous
and almost inconceivable when we
compare them with our resources;
nevertheless, in view of the fact that
advantages of direct communication
with the Pacific will, to an equal de-
gree, be very great in my opinion, it
will be important to proceed gradually
towards the realization of this project
and to unite in the execution of it
firmness with pradence, and this, fur-
thermore, has been done in fact by the
present Government. The next para-
graph informs us that a Bill concerning
the independence of Parliamrent will
be submitted to the House. It isclear,
owing to what has occurred during the
past two years, that certain portions of
the existing Statute have become quite
vicious, and nothing proves this more
conclusively than the fact at present
stated that a very great number of the
members of this House have violated
the provisions of this Act, not only
without the intention of doing so 011
their part, but also without any sus-
picion on their part that they had con-
travened the law, incurring thereby a
ruinous penalty without actual benefit.
The Iouse will, I trust, receivefavour-
ably every proposition having for its
object the maintenance of the inde-
pendence of Parliament, while at the
same time it clearly defines the precise
imit existing between the privileges

of Parliament and those of members,
and provides for the severe and rea-
sonable punishment of any member
guilty of an infraction of the law. By
new legislation* touching the means
for the hastening of the settlement of
the North-West Territories, the 'Gov-
ernment proves that it desires to draw
*an imuediate advantage froua the late
visit of His Excellency to that portion
0f the country. This work is not yetfifished, but we' have the experience
Of other colonies to guide us in the
enactment of such laws. In the last
Paragraph, His Excellency expresses
the hope that the abundant crop with

which Providence has favoured us
will contribute greatly to the restora-
tion of the well-being and prosperity
of this country. The commercial de-
pression which during several years
has afflicted Canada is not limited to
this country only, but is a common
evil which we unfortunately share with
other countries more advanced and
more rich than our own. Besides,
Canada, owing to its geographical posi-
tion, could not avoid experiencing the
shock of the crisis which at the time
prevailed among our neighbours. I
consider that, if we wish to discover
the true case of this great commercial
crisis, we will find that it had its origin
in that period of extravagance, excite-
ment and recklessness which followed
the American War, and to these foreign
and inevitable causes were united
others more immediate in their nature.
It is an incontestable fact that our im-
portations and the products of our
manufactures have largely exceeded
the wants of the country. These
importations and this execss of
production distributed throughout
the country had the double effect
of seducing from agricultural pur-
suits and launching out into com-
mercial affairs a large number of peo-
ple who abandoned their patrimony,
and of introducing amongst us a credit
system which equally ruins the trader
and the consumer. Here are to be
found the true causes of our commer-
cial misfortunes. It is to be regretted
that the Opposition, in place of aiding
the Government to diminish the effects
of this system, has sought to render
tae Administration responsible for this
state of things. The members sitting
on the other side of the House know
better than any one else in what posi-
tion the present Ministry fouxnd itself
on assuming the reins of power. They
are well aware what a burdensome
heritage they have bequeathed to their
successors-consisting of contracted
obligations and questions difficult of
solution. To have given their assis-
tance towards emergence from these
difficulties would only have been just,
but, far from adopting this course, the
Opposition has sought to compel the
Government to bear the responsibility
of a situation which it had not created.
Obliged to pass through a financial
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crisis;without precedent in our history
we required an honest, economical and
wise Government which desired to
bring about an equilibrium between
the receipts and expenses, the receipts
having been considerably diminished
during these years of depression. I
believe that I am expressing the senti-
ment of the -House and of the country
when I say that the Government of
the day bas perfectly understood the
position of affairs, and that it has a
strong claim upon our gratitude for its
wise policy of retrenchment and econo-
my. Commerce anxiously awaits the
end of this crisis. Although an abundant
crop bas temporarily diminished the
severity of the general depression,
neveitheless, as long as the lumber
business, our principal source of ex-
port, does not attain on foreign mar-
kets its former proportions, and so long
as the equilibrium, broken by the sur-
plus of importation and of production
of which I have spoken a moment
since, is not re-established, we cannot
hope that our commercial affairs will
resume their normal and regular
course. The other measuies announced
in the Speech from the Throne are of
an important though purely adminis-
trative character, and it would Le at
present premature to say anything
about them before they have been sub-
-mitted to the House. We now find
ourselves at the last Session of a Par-
liament which was convoked under
circumstances that are not as yet
forgotten. While casting a glance
upon the career of the present Gov-
ernment, I can say that those wbo, at
the outset, gave to it their confidence,
have certainly no reason to repent of
having done so. One of the first cares
of the present Administration on its
succession to office was to bestow upon
the country reforms for which its
members had contended during many
years. At the first Session of this
Parliament a law was passed which
for a long period had been demanded,
but which had always been refused-
I now refer to the Election Law. It
was iben decided that at the general
elections the people should possess the
full enjoyment of their electoral fran-
chise, and that the poor workingman
should be able to vote with the same
degree of independence and liberty as
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the millionaire, depositing his ballot in
the electoral urn, solely under the eye of
God and of his conscience. Everybody
to-day recognizes the benefits of this
legislation; aud if, since that period,
the most lively contested elections-
such as those which have taken place
in various districts, and in particular
in Quebec East and Quebec West-
have occurred without the accompani-
ment of riots, seizure of the polls, and
murders, which we could not but de-
plore, all this is due to the ballot law.
Wealso owe to the Liberal Govern-
mont important amendments made to
the Bankruptcy Law, and the law con-
cerning contested elections, which as-
sure a prompt and officacious solution
of the cases brought before the Courts
created for this especial purpose.
Again, it is this Liberal Government
which bas settled the amnesty ques-
tion, and it will be lauded in the bis-
tory ôf our country for having had
the courage to take up this question
immediately after its accession to
power, and for having so happily suc-
ceeded in settling it to the satisfaction
of all-at least, of all those who are
capable of being satisfied in this re-
gard. I now beg to finish, Mr.
Speaker, for I would engage the time
of the House at too great length were
I to attempt to enumerate and pass in
review all the important laws that we
owe to the present Government, and
all the reforms that have been accom-
plished since its accession to power;
but, previous to taking my seat, per-
mit me, Sir, to repeat, that those who
have accorded their support to the
illustrious statesman at the head
of the Government, and to his
able colleagues, cannot but felicitate
themselves on the patriotic line of
conduct they bave followed, and I am
fully persuaded that, when, in the
course of the present year, they seek
anew the suffrages of their constituents,
the latter will again repose their confi-
dence in those whom they have charged
with the defence of their interests, and
who have so honourably acquitted
themselves of this impQrtant duty.

Ma. CHARLTON: Mr. Speaker, in
rising to second the resolution of my
hon. friend, in reply to the Speech from
the Throne, I shall crave the indul-
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gence of the House while I refer briefly
to some of the points referred to in that
Speech. The country, Sir, is to be con-
gratulated upon the fact that lis
Exeellency is enabled to assure this
House that nothing beyond the ordi-
nary legislation of the country will
require its attention. At this
moment, Sir, when the great powers
of Europe confront the possibi-
lity, if not the probability of a
general war,-at this moment,
when the great nation to the south of
us is agitated by discussions over a
proposed financial measure, which, if
it become the law of that land, will for
the first time inflict the stain of
commercial dishonour upon the legis-
lation of the general Government of
that country, and will protract, if it
does not intensify, the commercial
evils under which that nation now
labours,-we are enabled to meet at
this time with no fear of invasion
threatening us, with no fear of internal
discord to disturb us, and with no
mistakes of our rulers to be provided
against or condemned. Sir, the second
paragraph of the Speech of His Excel-
lency makes incidental allusion to a
coming event which I could fain wish,
and which I doubt not the vast
majority of the people of Canada
eould wish, was an event in the more
distant future than it is. I refer, Sir,
to the probable recall of His Excel-
lency. I cannot forbear at this time
from paying my humble tribute to the
excellences of the Viceroy of Her
Majesty in Canada. Lord Dufferin
has shown a just and generous
appreciation of the advantages and
the resources of Canada, and of the
intelligence and the energy of its
People. le has made praiseworthy and
energetic efforts to make himself ac-
quainted, from personal observation,
with every Province in this Dominion;
and certainly the assertion would not
be an invidious one, if I say that no
Viceroy who has preceded him as the
representative of Her Majesty in this
land has had so accurate a knowledge
of its resources, of its advantages, and
of its wants, as the knowledge possess-
ed by Lord Dufferin. Lord Dufferin,Sir, in various ways, has conferred im-
nense benefits upon Canada; notably,through the influence exerted by his

speeches in Canada and in England.
Those speeches, coming from so high
an authority,necessarily attracted great
attention. Those speeches, Sir, did
Canada full justice. They made the
people of Europe aware of the advan-
tages that Canada. had to offer to the
emigrant. They were more potent as
an agency for promoting emigration
than al[ the emigration agencies and
emigrant agents that we have at the
present time in Europe.

An HON. MEMBER : Except the
Agent-General.

MR. CHARLTON: WhenMr. Speak-
er, at some future day, Canada shall
have assumed national importance in
wealth and in population, as she now
possesses it in territorial area, we will
look upon Lord Dufferin as one of the
principal foundation-builders of that
nationality. I have pleasure, Mr.
Speaker, in the belief and in the know-
ledge that Lord Dufferin is held in
high estimation not in Canada alone ;
and I may be permitted, in this
connection, to refer to the reception
which ho met with upon a recent visit
to Washington, when the President of
the United States returned his visit,-
an honour which President Grant re-
fused to accord to Prince Alexis, and
one which no President of the United
States has ever before conferred upon
any Prince or foreign Governor.
That honour was conferred by Presi-
dent layes upon Lord Dufferin. In the
ranks of artists, of authors, of scholars,
and of statesmen, Lord Dufferin occu-
pies a proud position; and, Sir, the
popular regrets at the approaching
withdrawal of Lord Dufferin from
Canada, will not be upon his account.
alone. Her Excellency Lady Dufferin,
through the graciousness and amiability
of her manners, the beauty of her per-
son, and her intellectual refinement,
has endeared herseif to the people of
this country. Reterence is made in
the Speecti, Sir, to the award recently
made at Halifax, upon the claims put
forward by Canada, under the Treaty
of Washington, in connection with our
fisheries. Unfortunately, our expecta-
tions have not been fully met in that
award; unfortunately, the amount that
we claimod has not been awarded us.
We expected vastly more than we are
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likely to receive. Nevertheless, Sir,
the people of Canada will undoubtedly
cheerfully acquiese in, and abide by,
the terms of that award; and it is to
be hoped that, although this system of
arbitration does not always give exact
and equal justice, yet that it may ever
be preferred to the costly and terrible
arbitrament of the sword. Had the
parties to this arbitration engaged
in war, for however brief a period, its
ravages and its losses would have in-
flicted greater damage upon them than
the total amount claimed by Canada as
compensation for her fisheries. I can
only express a humble trust and hope
that in the future the members of the
community of Anglo-Saxon common-
wealths, which now exert so great an
influence, and will in the future exert
a still greater influence upon the des-
tinies of mankind, will ever have the
sense to settle their disputes in the
manner that this dispute has been set-
tled. Reference is made, Sir, in the
Àddress, to the exhibition of native
manufactures at Sydney, New South
Wales. The result of this exhibit, as
weil as our participation in the exhibi-
tion at Philadelphia bas been very im-
portant to Canadian interests. As a
result of the Sydney Exhibition, I am
informed that already large shipments
of Canadian manufactures are made to
Australia, and that the only practical
bar to the springing up of a large trade
in this respect is the difficulty of pro-
curing shipments for smaJl consign-
ments, and the necessity at present of
sending cargoes. In this connection,
Mr. Speaker, I am happy to stato my
belief that the state of the manufactur-
ing industries of Canada is compara-
tively prosperous; that the state of the
manufacturing industries of Canada is
one for which we should be thankful.

Some lON MiEMB3ERS: Hear, hear.

Mr. CHARLTON: I hear from the
opposite side of the House cries of
" hear, hear." The gentlemen that
indulge in these cries, are not aware
that at the present time, in the most
highly protected country in Christen-
dom, the greatest commercial depres-
sion prevails, and the greatest distress
amongst manufacturers. Perhaps
the gentlemen are not aware
that throughout the world the
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greatest commercial depression ex-
ists; and perbaps the gentlemen are
not aware that in Canada, although
commercial depression exists, it is less
severe than in other countries. While,
Sir, our manufacturers are shipping
implements to the United States, our
manufacturers ask but a fair field and
no favoums; and they are prepared to
compete with any and all nations; and,
Sir, if a comparison is made between
the present policy of the Canadian
Government and the policy of the
United States Government at the time
when their manufacturers had the
most stable and enduring prosperity,
we will find that the two systems are
almost identical. I may be pardoned
if I digress so far as to state that the
Golden Age of ber industries was from
1848 to 1861, under a period of non-
protection, when the progress of manu-
factures, of agriculture, and of com-
merce went hand in hand, and that
during that period of non-protection
the manufacturing prosperity of that
country was greater than at any time
before or since. I may point out the
fact that from the year 1850 to the
year 1860 the production of iron in
the United States increased from
$135,000,000 to $256,000,000 ; that the
importation of iron in that country at
the end of that non-protected period
was seven per cent. only of the total
amount of iron consumed in the United
States; that duri ug the free-trade
period, in fact, the United States had
emancipated themselves from all
dependence on foreign nations for iron.
I might ask permission to contrast
the condition ot that country at the end
of that non-protected period, in 1861,
with the condition of that country
to-day. I might point out the fact
that to-day, after seventeen years of
protection, the manufacturers are so
much less prosperous; that to-day,
$100,000,000 of investments in iron
furnaces are useless, and the money
might as well have been thrown away;
that to-day, millions and millions of
money have been invested in other
enterprises beyond the needs and re-
quiremenw of the country, and that
that money might as well have been
thrown away; that to-day, throughout
the United States the value of real
estate is less than seventeen years ago,
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ut the end of the non-protective period.
I ean point to the fact that the con-
sumers of the United Statýs have for
the last seventeen years paid in duties
$2,429,000,000, and I may also point
to the fact that these same consumers
have, in addition to this enormous
sum, paid in the enhanced cost of
domestie production, in profits, upon
duties and upon this enhanced cost,
more than thiee times as much more.
I may also point out that the pro-
ducers of the United States, during the
last seventeen years, while paying this
enormous sum of over eight billion
dollars, have actually received hun-
dreds of millions less for their agricul-
tural productions than they would
have done but for this condition of
things; that, while they have paid
enormous exactions to the manufac-
turers, the result of that system bas
been to give them very much less for
their production, because the system
did not redeem its promise, and
give them a home market. Dur-
ing all this time they were paý ing
these enormous duties, they were send-
ing the surplus of their production to
England, and England, as the natural
customer, being impoverished by that
very system that kept us out of her
market, and being unable to pay the
prices she would otherwise have been
able to pay, the United States have
been during all these years, as was
said by Professor Sumner of Yale
College, in the condition of Issachar,-
" A strong ass couching down between
two burdens,"-the burden on the one
hand of enormous duties, and the
burden on the other hand of diminished
receipts. Weil, Sir, here we have open-
ed for our inspection a period of bis-
tory. Let us profit by its teaching;
let us not be regardless of its lessons.
The next paragraph of the Speech, Sir,refers to a matter of the utmost interest
to a large portion of the people of this
country, for the Freneh-speaking popu-
lation of Canada, although subjects of
the British Crown, and loyal subjects,living in the enjoyment of civil and
religious liberty, still must necessarily
take a deep interest in ail that pertains
to the land from which they derive
their origin, and muit naturally deire
that Canada, in the approaching Exhi-
bition to be held in the most beautiful

capital of Europe, should make a cred-
itable exhibition. We have shipped a
portion of the exhibits of the Exposi-
tion at Paris upon one of our own
steamers. She arrived at Havre and
proceeded up the Seine as far as Rouen,
seventy miles in a north-west direction
froni Paris. The reception with which
the officers of that vessel met was little
short of an ovation. The Customs
duties and tonnage dues were remitted.
The captain reccived an address and
was presented with a medal, and the
inhabitants of the towns along the
river Seine were very much interested
in knowing from whence canme this
new fiag. We trust, Sir, with the
blessings of Providence, and under
wise legislation, to make that flag in
a few years well known in all the
commercial ports of the world, and
upon the distant sens. His Royal
Highness, the Chairman of the British
Commissioners, inquired of the
Canadian Government whether they
desired to erect a memorial trophy.
That inquiry, Sir, was taken by this
Government in the light of a command,
and it was determined to erect one.
The plans were submitted to the
British Commissioners ; those plans
have been approved ; the materials for
that trophy have been shipped, or are
about being shipped, and its erection,
I have no doubt, will be one creditable
to Canada. Mr. Speaker, I have no
doubt that the members of this House,
and the country at large, may antici-
pate highly favourable results from the
participation of Canada in the Exhibi-
tion at Paris. The Speech makes
allusion to that event which thrilled
the sympathies of Canada in June last,
when the cirizens of the stricken city
of Saint John saw the midnight
heavens illuminated with unwonted
splendour by the light of a great
conflagration, which laid in ashes that
beautiful city, and made thousands of
citizens homeless and destitute. No
doubt the measures taken by the Gov-
ernment for the relief of the inhabitants
of that city will meet with the cordial
approval ofthe members of this flouse.
Reference is made also in the Speech
to the extinguishment of the Indian
title through a large portion of the
North-Webt Territory. The settlement
of that country and the extinguish-
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ment of the Indian title in the
North-West is a matter of the
greatest importance to the Dominion
of Canada. The extent of territory
already acquired from the Indians of
that country equals in extent
288,000,000 acres. This territory would
make 5,760,000 farms of 50 acres each.
Of course this land is not all arable,
but estimates of the capacity of this
country for furnishing food and sue-
tenance to the human race vary from
15,000,000 to 40,000,000. The future
value of this country to Canada can
scarcely be over-estimated. Here, Sir,
will be the seat ofCanada's power. The
old adage, "Westward the star of em
pire takes its way." will be realized in
ourhistory,and in afew years the prair-
ies of that country will be dotted with
cities, towns and villages. In a few
years that Great Lone Land will be
the site of thriving and busy co n-
munities, and the desolate places of that
country will be made glad. Of course,
in effecting treaties for the extinguish-
ment of Indian titles, heavy annuities
have to be paid, and large burdens
have been incurred. But the impor-
tance of maintaining amicable relations
with those Indian tribes can scarcely
be over-estimated, and I need not say
that heavy annual annuities will be
found much cheaper than the lightest
war expenditure. Reference is made
in the Speech to the presence of Sitting
Bull, and a large body of Indians, on
Canadian territory. I do not suppose,
Sir, that our authorities invited Sitting
Bull to make us a visit; I presume he
he can hardly be considered a welcome
guest. This, however, is a question
which requires delicate handling, and
it was not thought proper that measures
for the expulsion of Sitting Bull and
his band should be adopted. Reference
is also made to the efforts of the
United States Government to induce
Sitting Bull and his band to return to
their reservation, which I hope will be
crowned with success. And, in this
connection, I may tako occasion to say
that much misapprehension exists in the
public mind in Canada in regard to the
nature of the Indian policy of the
United States. An impression, I am
persuaded, is gencrally prevalent that
the United States, in their Indian
policy, are inhuman and unjust in
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their treatment of the Indians, and
that their only desire is to pursue to a
successful termination the policy of
extermination. Such, Sir, is far from
being the case. The policy of the
United States Government in the
treatment of its Indians is liberal,
much more liberal than the policy of
our own Government. Their payments
to Indians are greater i n proportion
than the payments of Canada in the
form of annuities; theUnited States
Government has made provision for
the Indians in the reservation of very
large tracts of land ; it has set
apart for that purpose a very
large section of the United States;
it has, in addition to this ample ac-
commodation for the Indians in various
parts of the United States, taken every
means to induce the Indians to adopt
agricultural pursuits, and has offered
to furnish implements and even gone
so far as to offer them houses. But the
efforts of the United States Govern-
ment in this regard have been thwart-
ed by the malpractices of frontier smen

and the villanies of agents. I have no
doubt that the House will be pleased
to learn that the United States Govern.
ment is about to turn over the man-
agement of its Indian affairs to the
Department of War, and, from the pro-
verbially high character of the Ameri-
can officers, we are warranted in
believing that most happy results witl
flow from this, especially upon our
own borders. The next reference
made in this speech, Sir, is to the Pa-
cifie Railway surveys. I need hardly
refer to the difficulties that have
attended the selection of the route of
the Canadian Pacitic Railway-diffi-
culties greater, perhaps, than have
attended the .surveys of any similar
enterprise. These difficulties may be
fairly measured by their enormous
cost. The cost of these surveys up to
the present time, has exceeded
$3,140,000. And, Sir, the time occu-
pied in the prosecition of these sur-
veys, which has somewhat exceeded
seven years, is a commentary upon the
absurdity of the original contract to
commence this road within two year
and to build it within ton years. The
country will naturally desire that the
utmost prudence shall, in the future,
characterize the policy of the country
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in the carrying out of this gigantie
project, and it must be admitted that
it is warranted in the belief that, under
the present Administration, that pru-
dence of conduct will be exercised.
The next reference in this speech
is to that gradual lifting of the
cloud of gloom and depression that bas
settled over this country for the last
few years, which bas resulted from the
late abundant harvest. One happy
effect of this bas been an increased
revenue. So far as the present Govern-
ment is concerned, I might here
appropriately indulge in a word as to
bard times. It bas been said, probably
by way of a joke, that these hard
times were to be attributed to the
shortcomings and misdeeds of the pre-
sent Government. It should require
nothing but the assertion to carry
belief, in these times, that the hard
times under which Canada bas laboured
did not originate in this country; were
not due to any shortcomings, either
sins of omission or commission on the
part of any Government or any public
movement in this country. I might,
Sir, reasonably take the ground that
the bard times and the depression which
bas existed in Canada, were due to the
injurious effect of an extreme policy of
protection in a neighbouring country,
which, suffering first, under the evils of
war, secondly, from the evils of an
inflated currency, and, thirdly, from
the evils of undue protection, bas
brought itself to the verge of ruin,
and in doing that, bas necessarily
involved all commercial nations, to a
greater or less extent, in the
consequences. low was it possible
for a country, having such intimate re-
lations as Canada with the United
States, to escape the consequences of
the derangement of that country.
Why, Sir, the fact that the
lumber trade bas fallen to 4.500,000
from 13,500,000 annually, will show
that Canada did suffer most severely
from the depression in the United
States, and the bard times under
which we have laboured, and which are
fortunately improving, were almost en-
tirely due to the existence of those
causes over which we have had no cou-
trol; the rernoval of which will bring
relief which cannot be expected before.
Reference is also made in this Speech

to a proposed change in the system of
auditing the Public Accounts. AI-
though not in the secrets of the Gov-
ernment, I presume the -intention is to
copy the English system and make the
auditor more independent of Govern-
ment control. Reference is also made
to the prospect of obtaining, at an carly
day, greater facilities for reaching the
Norfh-West. The importance of the
rapid settlement of that country, Mr.
Speaker, cannot be over-estimated. It
is a fact to which 1 should call the at-
tention of bon. members, that our public
domain is just becoming available when
the public domain of the United States
is becoming exhausted, and we may rea-
sonably hope that the ratio of increase
in this country will from this time, for
many decades to come, be much greater
than the ratio in the United States.
The importance of a simple and effec-
tual method of registration of titles in
reference to it, and a measure to effec-
tually insure them, is eferred to, and
we are also promised a Homestead
Law. The benefits to be derived from
the Homestead Law have already been
demonstrated by the experience of the
United States lor many years, and such
a law will satisfy g great need in Ca-
nada. Railway facilities in the North-
West have also been foreshadowed, and
no question can be more vital to Cana-
da than such a policy. Owing to
physical causes, i ntercommunication
in that region must, to a very large ex-
tent, be furnished by railways. Its
rivers flow to the north; it bas no
natural outlet to the sea; and I have
no doubt that a wise and judicious mea-
sure on the part of the Government for
the promotion of railways in that im-
portant section will prove of immense
service. ]Reference is also made, Mr.
Speaker, to a measure for better secur-
ing the Independence of Parliament.
I suppose experience has suggested to
every member of the House modifica-
tions and improvements that might be
made in the present measure. Refer-
ence is also made to changes in the De-
partments of some nature which,
not being in the secrets of the
Government, J cannot definitely
explain. Ilowever, Mr. Speaker,
changes securing efficiency of manage-
ment, without increase of cost, are
always desirable. The experience of
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years naturally develops the desir-
ability of changes from time to time,
and if any change is made by the efforts
of the Government, it will not be the
first change of this kind made in the
experience of Canada. You will bear
in mind that a change was formerly
made when the office of Secretary of
State for the Provinces was abolished
and the present Departmont of the In-
terior was substituted. The country
will be deeply iuterested in the
reference made in this Sneech
from the Throne to temperance legisla-
tion. [niformity of legislation upon
the temperance question throughout
the Dominion is, of course, in the high-
est degree desirable. The terms of the
late decision of the Supreme Court are
held to be indetinite and ambiguous.
The Government, I have no doubt, have
foreshadowed a measure that will at
least be more satisfactory to the coun-
try than the present Temperance Act,
and will go as far as it is possible to go
to meet the wishes of temperance
men. The Speech closed with a refer-
ence to the Estimates for the ensuing
year, and I may, in this connection, be
permitted to indulge in some remarks
with reference to the growth of expen-
diture under the oldtnd under the pres-
ent Administration. The expenditure
the first year after Confederation was,
in round numbers, $13,500,000. The
expenditure had increased during the
seven years they held office to
$23,316,000; in other words, under the
late Administration, the expenditure
had increased at the rate of somewhat
more than $1,400,000 per annum. I
believe that the gross expenditure of
the past fiscal year will be found to be in
round numbers, $23,500,000, an increase
in four years of $200,000, or $50,000
per annum against an increase under
the preceding Administration of
$10,000,000, or $1,400,000 per annum.
At the time that the present Adminis-
tration ontered office, Canada was, if I
may be allowed the expression, enter-
ing upon a new phase of her national
existence. Canada was just about to
be called upon to make vast appropria-
tions in carrying out pledges made by
the late Administration. An empire
had, but a short time before, been added
to the domain of the Dominion, and it
devolved upon the present Government
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to lay the foundations of an empire
there ; to make provisions in that coun-
try for the protection of its settlers; to
purchase from the Indian tribes of that
country the lands which they had from
time immemorial occupied; and, in the
payment of Indian annuities, in ex-
penses incurred for the maintenance of a
Mounted Police Force ; in giving to that
country civil institutions, and in other
expenses rendered necessary in connee-
tion with that region,---the Government
was called upon to incur vastly increas-
ed expenditures-expenditures which
the Government of Canada had never
been called upon to incur before. This
Government was called upon to carry
forward, in some modified form, the
Pacifie Railway scheme, and, in the
prosecution of that enterprise, vast
sums of money have necessarily been
expended. The Government was
called upon to carry forward
the policy of enlarging the canals of
the Dominion, and, in carrying forward
this policy, vast sums of money were
expended; and it had to incur expen-
ditures in connection with various
other enterprises in the Maritime Pro-
vinces; and, in not one of the items of
expenditure that i have named, did the
Government enter upon the expendi-
tare of money in consequence of its
own acts, but in every one of these
cases they were entered into b j its
predecessors ; and, in the carrying out
of these expenss, the Administration
of the present day has been called
upon to expend millions annually in
addition to the ordinary expenses of
Government under the previous Ad-
ministration. And yet , in view of this
fact, they are enabled to present such an
exhibit as I have named to the country.
They have effected a saving of millions
per annum. They have necessarily re-
trenched sharply in various directions.
If this be the case, this Goveramant
has been in the highest degree econ-
omical, and has been singularly suc-
c ssful in reducing the expenditure of
Government; and I am happy to con.
gratulate the Government upon their
discretion as shown in the character
of the legislation that they have put
upon the Statute-book; I am happy to
congratulate the Government upon
their economy, as shown in the policy
of the reduction of the expenditures of
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this country; I may congratulate the
Government upon their success in the
management of the fiscal affairs of this
country during a period of despon-
dency and gloom; and I may congrat-
ulate the Government upon the happy
circumstances under which, by the
blessing of Pro;idence, it is per-
mitted them to meet Parliament at
this time. I have great pleasure in
seconding the resolution of the bon.
member for Portneuf (Mr. De St.
Georges).

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Speaker, I am sure that the House has
listened with great pleasure and great
instruction-because we bave heard
some novelties-to the speeches of
the hon. gentlemen who have moved
and seconded the Address. They have
done it with all the ability of experi-
enced parliamentarians. It used to be
the practice for the Ministry of the
day to get young members of Parlia-
ment to fle h their maiden swords in
moving and seconding the answer to
the Queen's speech. The hon. gentle-
men have changed that practice, and,
instead of givingyounger members an
opportunity to show what they were
made of, they have, perhaps wisely,
placed their case in the hands of men of
experience. Why young men were
not asked, I do not know. Perhaps
the article is scarce now, or perhaps
the Government think that their case
is such that they require all the
experience and ability which those
hon. members, the mover and
seconder, possess beyond a doubt. I
should have been very glad-it would
have assisted us a good deal in the dis-
cussion of the Address-had we been
favoured with some explanations as to
the changes in the Administration since
we last met. We have had dissolving
views which would have done credit to
the greatest artists and professors of
diorama. The changes have been so
great, so frequent and so continuous
that one cannot help thinking of the
statement of the old monk, who, when
showing the pictures of the convent to
a stranger, said, " I have been here so
many years, there have been so many
changes, I have lost so many of myCompanions, that I am beginning to
think that the pictures are the realities

and we are the shadows." While the
House of Commons is the substance,
the Ministry of the day since 1874 are
but the shadows flitting along the wall,
which, by-and-bye, with the light of day
and the intelligence of the people, will
disappear. We are not, however, to
get these explanations until by-and. bye.
We will wait for them with all patience
-patience if we are obliged to observe
it. The country is patient with the
present Government, although there
are some signs of impatience, as 1 tbink
hon. gentlemen opposite will admit;
and we must be also patient until we
get these explanations. The seconder
of the resolutions bas made a most ad.
mirable speech and a carefully prepared
one, for be always takes care that he
speaks with due premeditation, after
fully weighing the value of bis words,
and, in consequence, his words are more
valuable because they are not the result
of sudden impulse. I know the bon.
gentleman carefally thinks out a speech
before he delivers it. I have known
him to think out carefully the whole
question of the revenue of the country,
and I have, with great delight and great
pleasure, heard him deliver a magnifi-
cent speech, showing that Protection
was the one thing requisite for this
country. The hon. gentleman says
he congratulates this country on
the first paragraph of the Address.
that we are only called upon to atten d
to the ordinary business of the country
while England is threatened with war
-which we are not going to have-
and the United States is threatened
with discredit in connection with the
Silver Bill. I have simply to say thap
we have perhaps enough to do with
managing our own affairs, without
throwing discredit upon the affairs of
our n'eighbours, who are able to attend
to their own business; for, with all the
ability of the hon. member for North
Norfolt (Mr. Charlton), I think there
are men in the United States of equal
ability. The hon. gentleman bas said
that the United States had conferred
great honour on the Governor-Genei-al
by the President returning his
visit when His Excellency was in
Washington. It was a great honor,
but no doubt His Excellency would
survive it. But I can assure the hon.
gentleman that, if he continues to
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use such language as he as just used
regarding the Urited States, namely,
that the legislation of the United
States was going to bring discredit on
that country, I think it very unlikely
that a President or any public man
ef the United States would return a
visit from him. But we are con-
gratulated on the fact that, while war
is threatening the Old World and dis-
credit the New World, we are above
all affairs of war and discredit, and
have only to attend to the ordinary
business of the country. I am very
glad to hear the announcement
that at last we have a Reform
Government with nothing to reform,
and only the ordinary business of
the country to carry on. I can
cordially agree with my hon. friends,
the mover and seconder of the Address
in the language they have used with
respect to the illustrious individual
who now so wortbily represents the
Queen in this country, and who, to the
regret of both sides of this House and
those whom we represent, will not be
much longer with us. bis career in
this country it would be presumptuous
in me to speak of. I shall only say with
respect to Their Excellencies that I
quite agree that no language is too
strong to convey my opinion and the
opinions of the gentlemen forming the
Opposition in this House, as well as
the opinion of hon. gentlemen opposite,
and the opinion of the whole country,
as to the conduct of His Excellency the
Governor-Gencral since his arrival in
this country. Ie will take with him
the good wishes, the esteem, the regard
and, I may say, the affection of the
people of Canada ; and, as he is
a young man, and apparently
a strong man, we may look forward
with some expectation and hope that
he will for many years in the ripe
career that awaits him in the future, be
our friend in the Parliament of Eng-
land and in the counsels of the Empire;
and not only a friend, but a friend who
is acquainted with all the desires, all
the wishes, requirements and resources
of this country. He possesses, I am
glad to know it, information that he
has gathered from every Province in
the Dominion, and I can only regret
that he is taking that information away
with him, and that when he visited
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the varions sections of this country, he
did not have some of his Ministers with
him, especially when he went, far
west to the Pacific slope, for thcre
they might have obtained some
information which I am sorry to
say they a e in need of at present.
With regard to the arbitration clauses
of the Washington Treaty, I am glad
to know that that arbitration bas been
concluded, that an award has been
made, and I have no doubt-unless
hon. gentlemen opposite will inflorm
us there is a doubt-the award will be
carried ont according to the terms of
the Washington Treaty by the United
States, and by the United States Gov-
ernment. We are congratulated, and
we are called upon to congratulate
His Excellency, that the exhibition of
Canadian products at Sydney bas been
successfully carried out, and we are
also called upon to thank His Excel-
lency for informing us that prepara-
tions have been carried on during the
last six months with regard to the
Paris Exhibition. These are imeort-
ant clauses in one sense, and, although
we are not told we are to get a report
with respect to the Australian Exhibi-
tion, and although the Speech does not
contain any promise that the papers
will be brought down, I hope, notwith-
standing there is a laek of promise,
there will be abundant performance in
the way of submitting the papers to
the House. The success of the ex-
hibition made by Canada at Paris is of
very great importance, I believe, to
the fúture of the Dominion. I believe
there can be, and there ought to be, in-
creasing commerce between France
and Canada. It ought to be encouraged
and assisted in every possible way, and
I believe the exhibition of our pro-
ducts at Paris, if fairly and properly
laid before the continental world, will
be of great benefit to this country. I
urge and implore the Government to
consider well whom they have to re-
present them there. I ask them
to consider whether they should
not select men of good manners
without too much self-confidence, who
will listen a little and be at all events
civil to Canadian exhibitors and stran-
gers who go to do their part in show-
ing what Canada really is to the Paris-
ian, French and European public. Bat
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the bon. member for North Norfolk
(Mr. Charlton), who seconded the Ad-
dress, while he highly approved of
those two clauses,said our manufactures
are flourishing, that our manufactures
are, comparatively speaking, in a most
successful position, and that those
manufactures have been developed by
the Australian Exhibition and will be
developed by the forthcoming Exhibi-
tion at Paris. Mueh as I would like
to have our manufactures develop in
France and Australia, I would much
prefer that they should have been fully
developed at home ; thatwe should have
a home trade, a system of home manu-
factures and encouragement to home
manufactures, which is twice blessed-
which blesseth him that gives and him
that receives-the giver and the re-
ceiver alike being in our own country.
Why the hon. gentleman will not ad-
mit, apparently, that our manufactures
are undersold in their own market by
those of theneighbouring country whose
misery and wretchedness he deplores,
and whom he speaks ofin a rather depre-
ciatory way when comparing the com-
mercial and manufacturing condition
of the United States with that of Canada,
and, strange to say, while the United
States is in such a state of depression,
while there is such misery there in
consequence of the protective system-
a system which the hon. gentleman
advocated, I am told, with wonderful
ability on the floor of the House, and
within three years too-while he de-
plores the miseries of the position of
United States manufactures, andwhile
he compares with exultation the
flourishing state of our manufactures,
he loses sight of the fact that the
whole of the manufacturing population
of England is at this moment awaken-
ing to a feeling of alarm at being
undersold in their own markets by
American manufacturers. The hon.
gentleman is always offering a chal-
lenge to bring on a discussion on the
trade question ; but I think we must
Postpone that till by and bye, for the
hon. gentlemen will have many oppor-
tunities during the present Session of
Vindicating his present opinions, if
they continue to the end of the
Session, or maintaining the opinions
which he so ably advocated three
Sessions ago. We most all concur in

the language of the addr,.ss with
regard to the misfortune which
hà'ppened to the city of St. John-
a wonderful misfortune, a dread-
ful misfortune. A great woe passed
over one of our commercial
cities, and, while I would compliment
the Government for their promptitude
in coming forward in the manner they
did, still I believe the country would
have sustained them, and the Oppos-
ition in this House would have sus-
tained them, had their aid not only
been immediate but twice as liberal.
With regard to the treaties with the
Indians, of course we cannot judge of
them until the papers are laid before
the flouse. I am glad, however, to
know that they no more onerous, or
scarcely as onerous, as previous trea-
ties. If it is so-and the House has
no reason to think otherwise-of course
we shall congratulate ourselves and the
country must join in the congratula-
tions and felicitations contained iii the
Address on that happy result having
been arrived at. But with respect to
the next paragraph, the eighth para-
graph, regarding a number of In-
dians having come into this country,
I think I must ask the hon. the
Premier to make an alteration in its
terms by amending it slightly, for I
think it commits us in a manner to
which I do not think the flouse will
willingly commit itself. The para-
graph reads:-

" That we learn, with much interest, that
early in last summer, a large body of
Indians under Sitting Bull, from the United
States, crossed into British Territorv, to es-
cape from United States troops, and have
since remained on the Canadian side; and
that the United States Government made
a Iriendly but unsuccessful attempt to induce
these Indians to return to their reservations.
And that we agree with His Excellency, in
hoping that such arrageinents may yet be
made as may lead to their permanent and
peaceful settlement, and thus relieve Canada
of a source of uneasiness and a heavy ex-
penditure."
For my part I would be infinitely
more pleâsed if arrangements could
be speedily made to effect their peace-
ful removal, rather than their perma-
nent and peaceful settlement.

MR. MILLS : It is so.

Sia JOdN A. MACDONALD : It
is quite the contrary. The Indians
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are in Canada, ani their settlement
must therefore be in Canada. I don't
mean to say that such was the inten-
tion of hon. gentlemen opposite, if
they say so, but they might obviate
any difficulty by amending the
clause so as to read : " And that ve
agree with His Excellency in hoping
that such arrangements may yet be
made, as may lead to their permanent
and peaceful settlement or their peace-
ful removal."

MR. MACKENZIE : The intention
certainly was settlement on their own
reservations in the United States. We
have no objection to make the change.

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
hope the Governmcnt will consider it
to be their paramount duty in dealing
with these Indians, to remember that
we have enough Indians of our
own,-and that we don't want the pres-
ence of others in our midst, especially
of suen as come to this country with
the sanguinary feelings of a recent
war rushing in their veins, and
animated from day to day with those
impulses to which savages are liable
to rush across our borders into
the United States and carry de-
vastation, outrage and murder into
that country. I observe there is no
allusion whatever to the visit of the hon.
the Minister of the Interior to Wash-
ington, which we saw mentioned in
the newspapers, and there is no pro-
mise of papers in connection with that
mission. Of course, what the nature
and extent of the mission was we know
not until we obtain these papers; but,
looking at it as an outsider, it occurs
te me, on the first impression, that it
was a great and obvious mistake. The
United States Government are bound
te keep their own Indians out of our
country as we are bound to keep our
Indians out of the United States. It
is true there must be a reasonable
understanding between the two coun-
tries. We must control our Indians,
we are constitutionally bound to do so ;
that by a savage impulse they shall
not rush across our borders into the
neighbouring country. The United
States, could not, however, prevent
those people coming into our country,
although they were constitutionally
bound to do so, and there must, of
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course, be a system of mutual conces-
sions on account of the exceptional
nature of the invasion. Nevertheless,
the position is this: our borders were
crossed and our country invaded
by red-men from the United States,
and we bad a right to hold the United
States, tech nically and constitutionally,
to account for those Indians coming
across into our country; but, if we send
an ambassador to Washington where
he makes terms to keep Sitting
Bull still sitting in our coun-
try, I would prefer to present a
petition to deprive him of his seat
rather than keep him in the Dominion.
It isquite clear that, unless that mis-
sion was of the most guarded nature,
the fact of the hon. the Minister of the
Interior or anv member of the
Canadian Governinent going to Wash-
ington to settie the matter lhere, in-
stead of the United States Government
sending an agent bore to account, to
apologise, to excuse or to justify the
invasion from. the United States,
was an error that must be accounted
for. There is no doubt regarding that
point. In the Address we are called
upon to state our pleasure at knowing
that the surveys of the Pacific Rail
way have been pressed to completion
during the past season, and we are told
it is believed that the additional in-
formation now obtained will enable
His Excellency's Government te de-
termine which route is the most ad-
vantageous from Tête Jaune Cache
to the sea. Well, it occurs to nie
that, if this information has been in
the hands of the Goverument for any
length of time, it should have enabled
them to inform us that they have
determined such route, 'whereas this
resolution si'nply states that it is
hoped, that it is believed. We on this
side of the House are desperate be-
lievers-: we may believe, and may be
calied upon to state that we believe
that theadditional information now ob-
tained will enable them to determine
which route is most advantageous. But
when, how, or at what time is net stated,
not even whether it is to be determined
during the present Session or a year
hence. We are net told when the
information received will enable JHIis
,Excellency's Government to determine
the proper route. Hon. gentlemel
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opposite, after having seven year's
surveys, to which the seconder of the
Address has significantly alluded, and
after having the whole results of the
summer's surveys, ought to be now en-
abled-unless there are special reasons
to the contrary-to determine as to what
the proper route is. " Man never is, but
always to be, blessed," and we will be
blessed by-and-bye ; and we will hope
that some time in the early part of the
Session the Government will be able to
state what route has been determined
on. One thing is clear: that the Gov-
ernment bas determined that the
Yellow-Head Pass is the pass through
which the railway will go. I trust
the Government will, at an early day,
lay on the table all the surveys and
reports they have received in order to
justify that final conclusion. The lth
paragraph is a very remarkable one,
and the hon. member for North Nor-
folk (Mr. Charlton) dwelt upon it with
great unction. The paragraph reads:

"That we receive with much pleasure His
Excellency's congratulations on the abun-
dant harvest reaped in all quarters of the
Dominion, and that under this and other
influences there has been some inprovement
in the Revenue returns, thus indicating, as
we trust with His Excellency, that the com-
niercial depression that afflicted Canada in
coninon with other countries, is passing
away."
I do not hear the passing bell. I think
the depression still exists. If hon.
gentlemen will look at any of the evi-
dences that are patent before them, I
think they must agree with us that
the depression exists still. Look at
the city of Montreal, at the state of the
lum ber trade in Ottawa, at the number
of insolvencies here comparedwith the
num ber in the United States; look at
al Or any of the evidences, and you
will sec we are called upon to be most
desperate believers to believe that the
depression is passing away. I would
be glad if I could agree with that opin-
ion; I would be happy to think that
our abundant harvest or any other
cause would remove the commercial
depression, or was likely to remove it.'
The members of the Goverument are
very modest. They claim no merits for
renving it themselves. The fly-on-the-
wheel policy still exists. The Govern-
nient still feel that they must trust to
the harvest, trust to atmospheric influ-

ences, trust to everything but states-
manlike conduct and administration. A
feeling exists in the country that the
Government might have, if only at first
by an expression of sympathy, taken a
step in the direction of assisting our
industries and manufactures. If they
had taken some such stop, some confi-
dence might have been placed in them.
But there is a great feeling of want of
confidence in the Government. Even
with the abundant harvest, there is a
want of confidence in their administra-
tive power and in their faculty for
legislating. The bill of fare shows
what they have to submit. We are to
have an improved system of auditing
accounts. That is a very important
thing in its way. Then we are to have
greater facilities for reaching theNorth-
West, a Homestead Law in the North-
West and a registration of titles
for the North-West. These are very
well in their way, and I dare say
to the inhabitants of Manitoba of some
little use. We are to have an Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act. These
Independence of Parliament Acts
require a great deal of legislation.
And what is the first thing we shall
have to consider in securing the inde-
pendence of Parliament ? The first
thing will be to secure the electors of
this country against the undue influence
of the Crown; aganst the undue influ-
ence of Ministers of the Crown behind
the back of the Crown. It is of more im-
portance that we should put an end to
that system of wholesale corruption
and intimidation which bas been used,
I do not hesitate to say, by the present
Government, than to prevent a single
instance of bribery by a single candi-
date at a single election. [ do not
hesitate to say that thero has been a
system of Governinent influence used
by the present Government for carry-
ing elections which bas been unheard
of before in this country, and since the
days of Walpole has never been heard
of in England. Look, for instance, at
the O'Donoughue case. And I call the
attention of the House to it, not only
with reference to the independence of
Parliament, but with reference to the
responsibility of Mlnisters to Parlia-
ment. Hon. gentlemen have charged
us with acting as prerogative men,
with over-riding the authority of
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Parliament, with not being sufficiently
under the control of Parliament, with
being negligent in the expenditure of
publie money; and we were told that
vith new men there would be new

measures, that an age of purity would
,be introduced, and, more than all, there
should be a complete system of Par-
liamentary control by which Govern-
ment would be strictly a comnittee,
an executive comnittee, bound to
carry out the desires and expressed
wishes of the representatives of the
people in Parliament. Now, Sir, what
bave we in regard to the O'Donoghue
case? When the hon. member for
Victoria, N. B. (Mr. Costigan) made
bis motion hist Session,and when he put
into bis resolution the reasons why
this man O'Donoghue should receive no
greater punishment than Riel and
Lepine, which was pressed strongly on
this side of the House and as stroingly
opposed by the Government, sone of
the language used by hon. gentlemen
opposite on that occasion was most
remarkable. One hon. gentlemen, the
bon. member for South Waterloo (Mr.
Young), charged this side of the House
with want of loyalty for voting in
favou.r of any such resolution. That
vas in the spring of 1877. In

November, 1877, an election was going
on in Quebec, and, in order to secure a
seat for one of the Administration, in
order that the Government might not
be placed in a ridiculous position,
having taken him into the Ministry,
after he had been driven from his
original constituency, the Government
-came down und published a procla-
dmation deliberately setting aside the
vote of this fouse and the solemn
-declaration of Parliament. And why
,did they do it? They did it to secure
the election of the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue. It was stated in the
înewspapers that the original Order in
'Council was passed in September. If
that be not so, I should be glad to hear
,how ià came to pass. But ii it be so,
.the case stands still worse, because
within four months, certainly within
five, afterthe hon. the Premier had
called upon bis party to vote against
the resolution I have referred to, they
passed an Order in Council and carried
it ont for the purpose of influencing a
body of people who they had found
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out were dissatisfiel with their extra-
ordinary conduct. Iow are the bon.
gentlemen opposite to account for this
wanton insuit to Parliament. How is
the hon. the Premier te account for
setting aside the decision of hie
own friends, the decision of the
majority in Parliament, after stating
that it was disloyal to submit such a
proposition. In this House, the hon.
member for Prince Edward (Mr. Ross)
stated in April that he always voted,
and always would vote, against any
such proposition, and we, who
always considered ourselves the
embodiment of loyalty, werc charged
by the hon. member for South
Waterloo (Mr. Young), with dis-
loyalty. The House came to the con-
clusion, at the request and suggestion
of the Government, and after a most
able speech from the hon. member for
South Bruce (Mr. Blake) in defence
of the policy of the Government of
that time, that this man O'Donoghue
had no right to an amnesty ; and yet,
four or five months after the rejection
of that resolution by a vote of 106 t.
60, for lear of the loss of some votes,
the Government threw back in the face
of their own followers and supporters,
in the face of the repretentatives of the
majority of the people, the resolution
they themselves had voted against, and
granted a pardon, a conditional par-
don, which they had refused with con-
tumely, which tbey bad insulted the
Opposition for pressing, and they
granted it, no doubt, witli a
regard to the independence of i-arlia-
ment. With regard to this indepen-
dence of Parliament, hon.members may
remember that some time in August
last a deputation came up to Ottawa
and waited on the hon. the Premier te
enquire whether the Government could
not do something to obtain the admis-
sion of Canadian shipping into French
ports at reduced rates. The hon. the
Premier received them, " with all that
courtesy and kindness which is his dis-
tinguishing characteristic," as the
newspapers say, and told them he
could do nothing for them, that there
must be an application made through
the British Go.vernment to the -French
Government; Lord Carnarvon inust b@
communicated with, and he must be
asked to communicate with Lord
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.Derby, who, in turn, must be asked to
communicate with the French Gov-
crnment. In fact, he intimated
to the deputation that a circumiocu-
tion offiee must be opened, and
nost politely bowed them out.

But again a necessity arose. Quebec
East must be von; the hon. gentleman
the Minister of Inland Revenue must
be elected. So down there comes a
lotter from the Premier to my dear
friend Alderman Shehyn, who had met
with the refusal I bave mentioned,
which ho writes that some good and
no harm might be done by his going
to the French Consul, and trying to
open communications with him wil h a
view to an arrangement with the
French Government for the reduction
of rates upon Canadian ships entering
their ports. That was on the 5th Nov-
ember, just as the election was coming
on. It could not be heard of in
August. It must be done through Lord
Carnarvon and Earl Derby, and those
connected with the Government of
France; but in November the election
was coming on, and so Alderman
Shebyn was told to go and sec the
French Consul and make an informal
arrangement.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Read that letter.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
will read the letter, whieh is very
striking. The hon. the Premier
wrote:

" As you seem to think that some arrange-
ment or understanding may be arrived at,
though not formally concluded, with the
French Consul, I need hardly say that I
would be very glad indeed to have you com-
Municate with that gentleman in any way
you think best, and il anything can be done
through him to facilitate the object we all
have in view, to secure close commercial
relations with France in articles produced
by both countries, I shall be very glad."
That had not occurred to the bon.
Premier when Mr. Shebyn came to Ot-
tawa in August. The hon. the Premier
did flot say " Go to France, and if you
cannot make a treaty make a basis-
a preliminary, as they talk of it in
Turkey just now-for a preliminary
treaty." He did not say, " You send
your suggestions to me, and I will send
them to Lord Carnarvon, who will
send them to Lord Derby, and they
will go to Paris, and they will do

something like what you suggest."
He did not sec it in that light then.
He did not so sec it until bis spectacles
were rubbed by the handkerchief sent
by the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue, who would say, " There must
be some way of doing it; I must be
elected." I was saying that I hope
the Bill for better securing the inde-
pendence of Parliament may include a
definite, strong and specifie clause, pro-
hibiting anything like Government
influence at elections, or the Govern-
ment finding out, at any particular
moment, that any particular policy
was best at the time; this should be
met by a clause that no Minister who
has just been sworn in, and could not
possibly know the policy of the
Govern ment, should state in more than
dubious terms that a certain policy
would be carried out-for example,
with respect to the repeal of the
Insolvencey Act. I think a clause of
that kind would be of great service,
and would protect the people against
that sort of influence which is more
dangerous-specitmens of which we
have seen at Quebec and Halifax-
than the buying up of individual votes
by candidates. There is a clause in
the Address respecting some altera-
tion in the Departments, the merits
of which will depend on the
terms of the measure introduced.
Another clause states that is very de-
siraLle there should be uniform legis-
lation in all the Provinces respecting
the traffic in spirituous liquors. I am
very glad the Government is going
to bring the subject up before the
House. It is a subject of the utmost
importance and should be treated with
due consideration < f all the difficulties
which surround the question. I hope
the hon. the Premier will overcome
all these difficulties, and I hope that
lie will not bo deterred from carry-
ing out any views on the subject at
which he may arrive, by the hon. mem-
ber for West Middlesex (Mr. Ross).
I hope that the hon. the Premier will
have the opportunity now, and will em-
brace the opportunity,-he bas em-
braced the opportunity, but I hope he
will see it carried out, and that he will
not allow the hon. member for West
Middlesex, as he bas heen doing for
the last two Sessions whenever any
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attempt bas been made to deal with
the question, to set it aside by a mo-
tion. I hope the hon. the Premier bas
taken this opportunity to free himself
from the trammels of bis followers,
and will press for a total abolition,
which was always his first love, and
to which be recently told the people
he was strongly attached himself. We
are told in the last clause that the Esti-
mates have been so prepared that all
the branches of the public service shall
be attended to, and that the public
works shall be pressed forward with-
out increasing the burden of taxation.
We are to have no alteration of the
tariff, no protection of any kind, no
holding out of the hand to any interest,
but the burden of taxation is not to be
increased. I wonder what the
hon. member for South Waterloo
(Mr. Young) is going to say about
that. Will he not insist upon a
bounty for beet-root sugar? Will
ho not insist that that growing in-
terest, on which he spoke so elo-
quently and so well the other day in
the western country, where ho bad a
responsive, a sympathetic, and an
admiring audience,-will he not put
bis foot down and say that there must
be always a protection for beet root
sugar ? If ho does not, I have no
doubt the bon. gentleman will have the
independence of character which bas
always distinguished myself, and will
shake the dust off his shoes, and
will look to other sources for protec-
tion to that great and growing interest,
beet-root sugar, in which bis depart-
ment is so strongly interested.

MR. YOUNG : I am afraid Iwould
look in vain.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
was going to say I am afraid that my
bon. friend, up in that country, if ho
does not do it, will be one of the dead
beets, and to prevent that consum-
ation I hope the hon. member will press
upon the Government to reconsider
that question, at all events as far as
concerns beet-root sugar. If ho
wilt move that, and promise not
tô withdraw it at the end of the
Session with the help of the Minis-
ster, I promise to support him.
With these remarks I shail not move
any amendment to the Address.

Sia JCKN A. MACDONALD.

Ma. MACKENZIE : Mr. Speaker, I
have but very few words to say iii
reply to the remarks of the hon. gen-
tleman opposite I quite admit that,
on this occasion, free comments
may be made upon Ministerial utter-
ances in the Speech from the Throne,
although it is now and bas been the
practice for many years so to con-
struct that document that there shall
be nothing which will necessitate on
the part of the Opposition the moving
of any amendment, it bas been thought
desirable in our Parliamentary practice
that it is better to postponedebates upon
specific subjects of discussion in the
House until those matters are brought
forward before us by Bill or resolution,
and I am glad to know that the hon.
gentleman admits that the speech bas
been constructed this time fairly in
that respect. Several matters, how-
ever, have called for a remark fron
me, and I shall make them in passing
from one subject to another, following
the hon. gentleman. He somewhat
complains that no report of the exhi-
bition at Sydney is promised. I have
only to say that I expect to be able to
lay that report before the House in a
few days. I will make no remark
upon the remarks of the hon. gentle-
man upon the person who represents
Canada at Paris. I have only to say
that the one paid Commissioner at Paris
is a gentleman well known to himseif
and to the greater portion of the mem-
bers here, from this quarter at all
events-Mr. Thomas C. Keefer, selected
for special considerations to repre-
sent the Governmont, a gentleman at
once conversant with the French,
German and English languages. I
have no doubt whatever but that thc
mission will be well managod, and
managed perhaps more economically
than any other thing of the kind has
been done hitherto. The bon. gentle-
man objected to the courso we pursued
with regard to the irruption of fugitive
Indians from the United States into
Canada. He told us that we were
bound to call upon the United States
to prevent their Indians crossing into
our territory. I am sure the bon.
gentleman could not have seriously
meant that.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: No,
I did not say that.
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NNR. MACKENZIE: Well, I certainly
uinderstood so. I have taken down the
words of the hon. gentleman. le said
that we were bourd to keep our In-
dians from their territory, and they
ought to keep their Indians out of ours.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: No,
I said tnat by constitutional law adjoin-
ing countries were bound to prevent
incursions over the border upon a
neighbouring country; but, of course,
this is an exceptional case, because
neither the United States nor Canada
could have control over these Indians.

31a. MACKENZIE: Yes; but this
-was not a hostile incursion at al1. This
was a flight of fugitives from justice,
perhaps, but they were simply fugi-
tives after a hard fight with the United
States troops; and I would no more
think of using the official power of
Canada to prevent them from seeking
an asylum in our country, than I would
in former days have prevented fugitive
Negroes from receiving an asylum in
this country. Canada is subject
to these incursions at all times ; and, if
it really does impose a serious burden
upon us and cause us uneasiness, still
it is better that we should preserve
our proverbial hospitality to fugitives
of every kind. But I quite admit
that it was desirable a reprosen-
tation should be made to the United
States Govern ment concerning the
coming of these people into our
territory. That representation was
made in the regular way, through the
British Minister at Washington, and I
an bound to say, as the Speech says,
that the United States Government
made a friendly and I may say a
zealous, although undoubtedly an un-
successful, effort to have these Indians
removed to their reservations. Those;
Indian Chiefs were warned that it
would be quite impossible that we
should allow them to make our terri-
tory a base of operations against the
United States, but that, if they romain-
ed peaceable, we should not refuse them
that asylum which they sought,
believîng that they were safe only
upon our territory. At the same time,
it is undoabtedly desirable in the
nterests of both nations, and in the

ilterests of the Indians on both sides
of the border, that they shoald romain

in their own territory----that our
Indians should remain within our
own boundaries, and that their Indians
should remain within their own bound-
aries. Our Indians have remnined
within our own boundaries, and we
have been compelled to concentrate a
larger portion of our police force in
the immediate vicinity of these poor
fugitives in order to ensure respect for
our national obligations. I am bound
to say that up to this moment-and I
say it with a great deal of pleasure-
these American Indians have fairly
understood the duties devolving upon
them as citizens of another country,
and that so far we have had no
reason to complain ofany overt act of
theirs against those whom they con-
sider their hereditary enemies. Now,
Sir, with regard to the Pacifie Railway
paragraph, the hon. gentleman takes
exception to it, that wo ought to have
been able to state at the present mo-
ment to the House whether we have
chosen any route, and what that route
is. The hon. gentleman will observe
that the language is very guarded. I
have stated there explicitly that " the
additional information now obtained "
-that is, it is obtained by the engi-
neers, but the engineers have not been
able to place the whole of that before
us up to the present time, and prob-
ably two or three weeks will elapse be-
foro it is possible to present the whole
features of the survey of the routes ex-
amined last year in such a shape as
would justify the Government in com-
ing to a final decision ; and I am sure
that I must command the sympathy
even of the hon. gentleman when I say
that it would be a great misfortune for
the Government to be too precipitate,
or,'until they bave the fullest possible
information before them,to make a final
decision on a matter so important to
British Columbia, and so important to
the interests of the Dominion. I have
no doubt we shall be able, long before
the House risos-that is my impression
at present,-to lay not merely the in-
formation before the House, but also
the final decision of the Govern-
ment on the question. I trust
ths is all that any hon. gentleman
will rcasonablyask at our hands. The
hon. gentleman says that depression is
not passing away ; that ho sees no signs
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of it; that improvement in the reve
nue returns is no sign to him. I would
have scarcely maligned the bon. gentle-
man if I had said he feared it was
passing away. In one of our comic
papers, some months ago, there was a
representation of a dilapidated figure
calied " Hard Times." who was taking
his departure tim Canada, while
another-not an bon. gentleman who
speaks on tbis subject sometimes-
who represented the bard times politi-
cally, was begging and entreating this
lonely desperate-like fugitive not to
take his departure now, for he w*shed
to avail himself of his services for the
coming election.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
is going to do it.

MR. MACKENZIE: I am afraid he
will not do it. The truth is, Sir, that
the bon. gentleman is much more con-
cerned about struggling politicans than
struggling industries. lie finds much
more difficulty in keeping the heads of
the struggling politicans above the
water than the manufacturers do
with their strugugling industries. Iow-
ever, Sir, I do not propose for a mom-
ent to enter upon the discussion of
trade matters at the present time,
further than making these pass-
ing remarks. I object entirely
to the sweeping assertion that
the bon. gentleman made, that this
Government did, this last year, or in
any year, or at anytime, use its official
influence in intimidating, as he says,
the electors ot this country; and I am
sure that I can verture to defy the
hon. gentleman to point to a single
instance where anything of the kind
was done. With regard to what the
hon. gentleman says about the shipping
interests of this country in connec-
tion with the French tariff, he must
remember that papers came before
this House two years ago on that sub-
ject-two Sessions ago,-that a gentle-
man in Quebec certified that, on the
occasion of a visit of mine to Quebec
(not Mr. Shehyn, for I never saw hi m
on the Fubject), at that particular visit
to Mr. Rosa, a well known shipbuilder
and a well known political ally of the
lion. gentleman opposite, in that
discussion-in that friendly discussion
with this gentleman in an office in that
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city, I discussed fully what could be
done. His sole desire was that we
should negotiate -with the French
Consul. I pointed out to him that it
was quite impossible to do such a thing;
that no negotiations could be made
with any person except through an
official source. But, seeing a letter
from that gentleman in the papers, I
addressed a communication to the
French Consul to ask whether he
was authorized in any way what-
ever to bave any communication
with this Government upon that
subject. The reply of the Corsul
showed that he was not so authorized
to do anything of the kind. These
letters were all published in the news-
papers, and it was natural, when my
bon. friend the Minister of Inland
Revenue was a candidate in the city
of Quebec, and it was publicly denied
by some parties that any efforts what-
ever had been made by this Govern-
ment in the direction of procuring a
modification of the French tariff, that
I appealed publicly to these letters and
advised the parties to apply to Mr.
Rosa far them, who would be able, and
no doubt, willing to state all that had
been said on the subject. It was not
necessary that we should resort to
anything at all unfair and improper,
and we did not resort to anything un-
fair and improper. And in that, as in
other matters, I have no doubt that
when the papers that may be asked
for are brought down, it will be seen
that we acted with the utmost possible
judiciousness, and that, while avoiding
any course whicth would bring us in
conflict with the Imperial authorities,
through whom all actions of this kind
must be taken, we did not commit our-
selves to any action with the French
Government irrespective of Imperial
or other considerations. I bave only
to say further, Sir, that, when the
measures which are foreshadowed in
the Speech come before the House, I
have no doubt that they will realize iii
this Session as they have in past Ses-
sions the approbation of the general
public as well as of the vast majority
of the members of this House. The
hon. gentleman bas on this ocgasion,
as ho has on previous occasions, alluded
to the paucity of the measures fore-
shadowed in the Speech, the meagre-
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ness of tho bill of fare, as he calls it.
On a former occasion, I contrasted our
legislation with that which he left up-
on the Statute book when he crossed
the floor of the House, and I think I
was able to show, as I might show
nowv,that not only is our bill of fare in
excess as to quantity of any offered by
that hon. gentleman, but that it is
altogether superior to it as to quality.
As to the legislation promoted by the
Government in former years, I am not
afraid to trust the reputation of this
Government in a comparison between
its legislation and that of the previous
Administration. I do not desire to say
anything with reference to some re-
marks of the hon. member for King8-
ton (Sir John A. Macdonald), as I am
desirous that a fair latitude should be
given to any hon. gentleman in his
position on an occasion of this kind.

am able to congratulate the mover
and secýonder of the Address upon the
manner in which they have accom-
plished their tasks. It is quite true,
air, that my hon. friend who seconded
the Address has on many occasions
addressed the House with that remark-
able intelligence which characterizes
all his utterance,, but I think the hon.
member for Kingston might have re-
membered that my hon. friend from
Lower Canada who moved the Address,
and moved it so well, to all intents and
purposes, was one of the younger men, a
young and rising man, one who las not
hitherto made any long speeches in this
louse, but has confined himself to a
nodest discharge of bis duties. That

ho is capable of supplementing his
able discharge of legislative duty
by his addresses in the House,
bas been abundantly proved to-day.
The hon. gentleman reverted to some
intrigue in connection with placing
O'Donoghue on the same footing as
Riel and Lepine, and contended that
the action of the Government was dic-
tated by a desire to aid the Minister of
Inland Revenue in his election. The
hon. gentleman will find, when the
papers come down, that the matter was
practically settled long before we
anticipated an election in Quebec at
all, He will also know that the matter
'vas never referred to publicly, that I
ai aware of, at the election in Artha-
baska. The hon. gentleman vill find

that we proceeded from a view of pub-
lic policy, for which, be it right or
wrong, we are responsible to this
House, and are prepared to bear the
responsibility. But I utterly deny
that we resorted to anything in connec-
tion with that matter to influence the
election in Quebec. On the contrary,.
we abstained purposely from such a
course, because the matter. had been
referred to after we had come to a
formal decision, which was referred to
the authorities at home for approval.
This, Sir, is the entire course of the
Government in regard to that particu-
lar matter, and it is one of which the
Government need not be ashamed, nor
has any member of this House any
reason to find fault with it.

MR. MASSON said he would have
been happy to congratulate the hon.
mover of the Address in the quality
of a junior member of the louse, but
he could hardly claim that quality,
and every member would be quite
justified in judging him with all the
severity usual in commenting upon
the utterances of an older member.
He (Mr. Masson) would however,
sincerely compliment him on his
happy début, which would entitle him
to say that it was to be regretted that
the hon. gentleman's debating powers
had not been exercised sooner and when
the great interests of this country and
bis Province were at stake. He feared
that the compliment conferred by the
Government on the hon. member was
not a very flattering one, and that,
knowing his great abilities, the Gov-
ernment might have availed itself of
his services when it had need of all
the ability which unmistakably existed
on the Government side of the House
and hailing from the.Province of Que-
bec, and not when the Speech from the
Throne told the House that nothing
but ordinary administrative questions
required the attendance of the people's
representatives. And why had the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) sel-
ected an old member to do this duty ?

-It was evidently because he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) could not find a newly-elected
French-spealking Canadian from Lower
Canada who would approve of the facts
ofthe Government. Nevertheless, three
elections had taken place within the
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last year in the Province of Quebec,
one in the District of Montreal, one in
the District of Quebec, and one in the
District of Three Rivers ; and the Gov-
ernment could not find ore hon. gen-
tleman of these returned who would
take the responsibility of endorsing its
past conduct. These hon. gentlemen
were, nevertheless, perfectly qualified
for the task in question. Those wbo
knew the bon. me aber for Drummond
and Arthabaska (Mr. Bourbeau) were
aware that he was capable of proposing
the reply to the Speech from the
Throne if he desired to do so; and
everybody knew that the hon. member
for Nicolet (Mr. Méthot) was able
creditably to perform this duty ; and,
besides, there was the bon. member for
Quebec Centre (Mr. Malouin), who
replaced the Hon. Mr. Cauchon, and
who also was perfectly competent
to undertake this duty. But not
one of these hon. gentlemen desired
to do so, not one of them would
accept the responsibility of endorsing
the acts of the Government. The
hon. member for Portneuf (Mr. De
St. Georges) had been extremely
unhappy in spite of the excellent
speech he had made. The hon- mem-
ber had committed a mistake. and it
was this: he had forgotten that the
occasion of moving the reply to the
Speech from the Throne was not a
favourable one for raising a stormy and
recriminative discussion. le con-
sidered the hon. gentleman very un-
happy in alluding to the amnesty ques-
tion, for, if there was a political party
which should lower its head in shame
when speaking of this subject, it cer-
tainly was the Liberal party for Lower
Canada, which bad obeyed the absurd
and humiliating instruction given them
by the First Min.ister. And, if to-day
the Government could not induce a
new member from Lower Canada to
propose the Address, it was perhaps
precisely on account of the reaction
which had there taken place with
regard to the Government and its
policy, as manifested under the pre-
sent circumstances. And one of the
principal causes of this reaction in the
Province of Quebec, felt by the Liberal
party of that Province, was due to the
policy of the Government regarding
this amnesty question. The situation
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they presented naturally proved the
justice and reasonableness of the course
which was adopted by the Conserva-
tive members of the House from Lower
Canada two or three years ago. They
were evidently right when they had
then demanded an amnesty touching
the North-West difficulties, and as he
had declared at that time, he now re-
peated, that a great fault had been
committed by both political parties,
by not granting a general amnesty, as
was customary among all civilized
nations,under such circumstances. Only
two or three years before the sad
events in the North-West, an insurrec-
tion of a graver nature had, if he re-
membered well, broken ont in one of
the Turkish islands of the Mediterra-
nean. Several lives were lost, property
destroyed, and, nevertheless, one or
two years afterwards a general amnesty
had been granted to the insurgents
and peace restored. Could they bave
demanded less from the Government of
a more oivilized country under the cir-
cumstances ? They had insisted upon
securing such an amnesty ; and had
their friends from Lower Canada. on
the Miiisterial side of the House
assisted them, they, united, would have
forced the Government to do justice in
the matter, and prevented the exis-
tence of the difficulty which now
existed. In place of doing so, the Gov-
ernment had caused to be passed some
time since an illogical and absurd
resolution which set forth that an
amnesty bad been promised by bis right
hon. friend from Kingston (Sir John
A. Macdonald). and nevertheless did
not accord it. The fact was disclosed
that Riel had, under charge from
the Crown, taken up arms in defence
of his country and consequently, it
was absurd that a man who had so de-
fended his country, should during the
space of five years have been banished
and made to bear the mark of the pariah
on his forehead. And, if the Liberal
members from Lower Canada had
acted as they were in duty bound to
have done, their humiliation of to-day
would have been spared them. le
was net only forced by the circum-
stances to reproach the Liberal nem-
bers from Lower Canada with their
conduct, but also the Irish Liberal
members of the House. To the
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Liberal party who now spoke of
and wishec to make political capital
of the case of O'Donoghue, he to-
day said, as he had said to the mern-
ber for Montreal Centre (Mr- Devlin),
two years ago,-" It is your fault if
O'Donoghue is not pardoned ; it is
your fault if ho is not included in the
amnesty for whicli my bon. friend (Mr.
Costigan) moved." This hon. gentle-
man had proposed a resolution, the
wisdom of which the Government had
since admitted, and had these Liberal
members followed the course adopted
by the French-Canadian Conservatives,
the difficulty of to-day would have been
removed. Despite the appeal made
by bis hon. friend (Mr. Costigan), the
member for Montreal Centre (Mr.
Devlin), and the member for lalifax
(Mr. Power), remained dumb in their
seats, or, rather, one of them, instead
of remaining dumb, rose in bis place
to say that O'Donoghue was an in-
former, and they all voted against the
motion made by bis hon. friend
(Mr. Costigan) The Irish Liberal
members bad acted towards bis hon.
friend (Mr. Costignn), who was defend-
ing the Irish cause, in the same maner
as the French-Canadian Liberals
had acted towards bis hon. friend
from Bagot (Mr. Mousseau), and
himself two or three years ago;
and those hon. members were certainly
the most to be blamed if the amnesty
which was demanded had not been
granted. HRe would remind the Irish
Liberal members of the House, that
they bad no right to reproach the Gov-
ernment because O'Donoghue was so
long kept an exile, but the Conservative
memabers had such a right. The Irish
Liberal members could not reproach
the Liberal Government in regard to
this matter, because the Government
had only done what they had told
them to do. A different course should
have been taken by the hon. gentlemen
OPposite, and, if they had not been
able to secure that complote amnesty
which all Lower Canada demanded
they ought to have remained silent,
and not have compromised the cause in
question by a sham amnesty, which
Yiolded up the whole case to the dis-
sýatisfaction of the parties interested.
Nevertheless, a complote amnesty
WOuld yet be granted, and ho would tell

the Minister of Inland Revenue that
such a full amnesty would be obtained
in spite of them. The general move-
ment of indignation which existed
among the population, in this regard,
and in particular among the Irish,
who had considered themselves ill used,
indicated that an unreserved amnesty
would one day be granted in spite of
the hon. gentlemen opposite.

MR. BLANCHET: And before the
general elections.

MR. MASSON: Precisely. He would
tell the French Liberal members that
they should have followed the example
set to theni by their fathers in 1843 or
1844. When Papineau was in exile
they had demanded an amnesty for
the rebels of 1837. The petition of
the Legislature was refused. Did they
thon say as the Liberals of to-day said:
"It is impossible, England will -not
consent." No; they reiterated their
demand, and reiterated it until at last
it was granted. What would the old
Liberals of1,37 and 1844 have said if
the Government of the day had dared to
come to them and ask them to consent
to the banishment of their leaders, and
to attach to them the stigma of guilt ?
They would have unanimously ans wer-
ed, " Condemn them if you choose, but
at least do not ask us to be parties to
their condemnation.' If those who
once believed that a complote amnesty
should be granted had stood together,
past events had proved to tfiem, that M.
Riel would not to-day be in an insane
asylum, and O'Donoghue would not• be
an exile. And why had not such an
amnesty been accorded ? If an amnesty
had been promised, it had been promis-
ed to O')onoghue as wel[ as to the
others, and if it had not been pro-
mised the Liberals had no right to vote
that it had been. The resoluLion which
bad been presented to the House
pleased him from another point of
view, inasmuch as it completely justi-
fied the course which had taken by
his hon. friend from Kingston (Sir
John A. Macdonald) with regard to
two important questions-the Wash-
ington Treaty and the North-West
Territories, to the latter of which he
would only refer. It was declared in
the resolution that the prosperity of
the Dominion depended in great part
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on the rapid colonization of the fertile
lands of the North-West, and that it
was desirable and necessary to facili-
tate this as much as was possible. The

louse would remember that some
years ago the late and lamented Sir
George E. Cartier was attacked by his
opponents on all the hustings of the
Province of Quebec, and accused of
having annexed that country, that
immense territory which would be the
ruin of the old Provinces. With this
question and those of the amnesty,
and of the New Brunswick Schools,
they had hounded down that noble
statesman and, he did not fear to state,
had hastened his premature death. The
House remembered all this, and, never-
theless, to-day they saw the policy of
that much-abused statesman receive
its full justification at the hands of his
most inveterate adversaries. The
latter declared that the annexation of
the North-West Territory would ruin
this country, but Sir George E. Car-
tier had maintained that there lay the
future of this couritry. Sir George E.
Cartier could not but have wondered at
the immense strides made by the neigh-
bouring republie, and have seen that
this was not due to the progress of the
Eastern States, however great they
might have been, but to the immense
advancement of the Western States.
If they examined the census of
the United States in all its parts,
they wouçt see that the popula-
tion had not, on the whole, increased
in the Eastern States as it had in the
Dfminion of Canada, but that the great
inflow of population, and the increased
prosperity and tiade of that country
as a whole was to be ascribed in a great
measure to the very great prosperity
of the Western States. The member
for Kingston and this great man (Sir
George E. Cartier) were of opinion
that the future of this country also lay
in the West ; that those fertile tracts
were destined to be peopled by our
children and the children of our
children. But the leaders of the
Quebec Liberal party, imbued with
those advanced ideas by which they
were so eminently distinguished, main-
tained that the acquisition of the
North-West would be the ruin of this
country. And it was not so very long
since the Finance Minister had
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told the House that it was not desirable
to press forward too rapidly the colon-
ization of that country, as the
grasshopper scourge would imperil
the crops in that region. Two
paragraphs of the Address were
devoted to the Sydney and Paris Ex-
positions. If he desired to speak with
the severity which had characterized
the bon. member opposite, he would
say that these two paragraphs were
more talk ; for what useful purpose was
served in announcing that we were
about to secure openings for the sale
of our industrial products in other
conmries, when we were not able
under existing circumstances to supply
the consumption of our own. 1 was
now three years since the Minister of
Publie Works promised to obtain out-
lets for our industrial products in the
West Indies. In 1875 the hon. member
for Hochelaga (Mr. Desjardins) had
spoken of the importance of the West
Indies as a market for our products, and
the Minister of Public Works had
replied that the Government would
look into the matter. In 1876, the
subject came under notice once more-
and the Minister of Public Works had
again replied that the Government
would look into the matter. In 1877,
the Minister of Public Works had
made the same response. The
trade and shipping of the Mari-
time Provinces demanded such an
opening ; return cargoes in sugar
were required; and, nevertheless, the
Government had done nothing. But
they said that they would make reports
and open up a market at the antipodes
when they could or would not open up
one with countries at our own door. This
was, to use a French idiom-mettre la
charrue devant les bœufs-putting the
cart before the horse. The first thing
to be done in this regard was to protect
our industries and to create such
national industries as would suffice for
our needs; and this was to be accom-
plished. before we should attempt to
seek an outlet for surplus products
that in fact did not exist and would
not exist for a long time, if the Govern-
ment did not abandon its fly-on-the
wheel policy.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.
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After Recess.

MR. MASSON said that when the
House rose he was drawing their atten-
tion in French to what lie conmidered
one of the most evident proofs of the re-
action which was goingon at the present
day in this country, and bis statement
was justified by the fact that the mover
and seconder of the Address, instead of
being taken from the junior ranks of
the House of Commons, had to be taken
by the Administration from the older
nembers. That applied more to the

Province of Quebec than any other
Province. In that Province since the
last Session three elections had taken
place, and at those three elections
had been returned three members who
were èvery one of them fit and compe-
tent te deliver themselves ereditably
before this liouse. As the Address
was usually confided to the junior
members of this House, how was it,
then, that the Government had not
ehosen one of those ? For the very
reason that they had not been able
to return a single man who was
ready to abide by and ready to en
dorse the action of the Government
of Canada. Why was that reaction
going on in Quebec as well as in other
Provinces? Why was it spreading so
fast over this country, and especially
over the Province of Que bec ? There
were many reasons. The first of those
reasons was the dissatisfaction with
which the Province of Quebec, and
the Liberals themselves of the Province
of Quebec viewed their present
leaders, not on account of their lack of
ability, but their lack of energy and
their failure to act up to the traditions
of the Liberal party. He was not the
judge whether the Liberal party were
right or wrong in their views of their
leaders. The manifestation of their
discontent dates from the withdrawal of
Mr. Fournier from the Cabinet. Last
year ho had stated how the Quebec sec-
tion Of the Liberal press had on that
withdrawal indicated that it was only
preparatory to the retirement of the
others,--Messsrs. Letellier, Geoffrion
and Iluntington,who should make place
for others who would botter bring in
accord the best traditions of liberalism
With the exigencies of new situations,
and Mr. Cauchon was chosen to fulfil

this task. A few months afterward
the press again showed clearly that Mr.
Cauchon did not represent the feel-
ing of the Province, and deelared
that he did not truly repres'ent the
feelings of the party, and that there
was a new star arising in the horizon,
an i that new star was the present
Minister of Justi e (Mr. Laflamme).
No sooner had the Minister of Justice
taken bis seat as a Minister of the
Crown than the Liberal party, rigbtly
or wrongly,-he (Mr. Masson) was
not their judge-decided that the
present Minister did not represent
the feelings-prejudices, if thev
chose-of the Province, and he also
feul into disfavour. What did an hon.
gentleman, the friend of the Minister
of Inland Revenue, one of the most
able and liberal exponents of liberal
ideas (Mr. Fabre) say on the appoint-
ment of the present Minister of Inland
Revenue ?-not that the Minister of
Finance had justified the expectations
of bis friends, but on the contrary he,
in most unmistakable terms indicated
that the nomination of Mr. Laurier was
the commencement ot a new era; that
Mr. Laurier was not a man who would
be led; that the want of the moment
was a more complete representation of
the wants and requirements of the
Province; wants and requirements
which must be met under peality
of falling into discredit. It was
not generally advisable to give
too great importance to newspaper
articles; nevertheless, the editor of
the " Evenenent" was the nominee of
bis Government in the Senate, an
intimate, personal and political friend
of the Hon. Minister of Inland Revenue,
and he was quite justifiable in presum-
ing that ho did represent the feelings
and sentiment of the Liberals from
the district of Quebec. How
could they be surprised that the
reaction bas existed, and how could
they be surprised that reaction con-
tinued strongly at the present moment.
Not only did the Liberal party not have
that confidence which they should have
had i n the present leaders from the Pro-
viice of Quebec, but the usual inspirer
of bis hon. friend the Minister of In land
Revenue went still further, and
admitted that the position was
not that in wbich they should be
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at the present moment; that the leader
of the Government himself was not
the proper man in the place he
occupied. In citing that artiele from
that newspaper, he was citing the
opinions of a man who was considered
in the Province of Quebec to be not
only the intimate friend of the Minister
of Inland Revenue, but to have the
sanie ideas, the same aspirations
and the same desires as those of the
hon. the iMinister of Inland Revenue
and of the gentleman who took him
by the hand after his defeat and
procured his return for Quebec East.
The friendship between them had been
mutual, because they had the same
bigh intelligence and the same politi-
cal belief. He should read the opinion
of the sole exponent of Liberal ideas
in the French Press of the city of
Quebec, and it was only a corrobora-
tion of the opinion of the Liberals of
the Province. It gave the key to the
whole situation in that Province, and
they would understand the situation in
that Province as well as it could possi-
bly be understood from the following
extract:

" The news of Mr. Blake's retirement bas
naturally caused a deep impression in the
country. This is the second time since the
accession to power of the Liberals that this
eminent statesman resigns bis portfolio. The
motive assigned to his first withdrawal was
his desire of devoting hinself exclusively to
his profession. The reason given this time is ill
health. It is unfortunately certain that this
rPason is to a great extent real, and that Mr.
Blake is really sufferng.

" This is not, however, an ailing which
comes within the category of ordinary
ailings. It is rather moral than physical.
To understand it thoroughly one must re-
member that Mr. Blake is one of those men
who can only be content with the first posi-
tions, both on account of his great talents
and bis independence of character. In a
secondary position, under a leader inferior
to themselves, and obeying intellectual
aspirations quite difflèrent, they are
uneasy, and cannot give the full
measure of their abilities, and this
state, for a superior mind, is the most pain-
ful of annoyances. Obliged to follow a cur-
rent different from that which their powerful
genius (souple puissant) would have created,
they suffer at the idea of not being them-
selves, and at being unable to spread ont
freely their wings. They feel themselves as
prisoners, and bite their bit.

" In Mr. Blake's particular case, it is quite
evident that, on the one Land Mr. Mackenzie
has too much personal worth to be a mere
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figure head, but, on the other lie has
not enough personal worth to absorb his
rival. flence overstretcbed relations between
the leader, and the follower greater than the
leader. Mr. Blake does bis utmost to accept
a secondary rôle. Under pressure from his
friends be now and then enters the Ministry,
but it is onlv to think about retiring froin it.
His free intelligence is snothered in this
business atmosphere, and his powerful facul-
ties, with difficulty, yield to those petty
resorts which move parties.

" Mr. Blake lias for five years occupied
in our ranks a position of which everybody
lias felt the awkwardness (la géne) and of
whicli be should have freed himself in
retiring from public life during the present
Parliament. He would not then have eni-
barrassed bis friends, nor weakened his
own prestige, nor would he have been subject
to the contre-coups et tiraillements of a rôle
too narrow for his abilities. Unable to
betray his party, be bas abandoiied for its
sake the realisation of bis hopes and of bis
ideas. He lias allowed his Aurora speech
to fall into obtivion; le bas done his best to
follow in the wake, and to enclose himself in
the rather narrow political circle we are
running in. He has uselessly worn himself
out in this sterile work, and one must not
be surprised if intellectual impatience now
and then takes hold of him, and if be at-
tempts to escape from the obscure undertak-
ing into which circumstances have con-
demned him.

" If Mr. Blake had stood aloof during five
years, Le would to-day be the man of the
day, and he could impose himself on all,
Li berals and Conservatives would be obliged
to accept hini. It is a pity for the country
that tlhmugs cannot be so. With a man like
Mr. Blake at the head of the Government,
our policy would have changed ; it would
have become far more fruitful and bold than
under the direction of a positive mind like
Mr Mackenzie, or of an old tactician like
Sir John A. Macdonald; instead of diminish-
ing ourselves in petty party strife, we could
have undertaken under the impulsion of a
powerful mind, solution of the problem of
our future."

le did not wish to endorse this
rather uncomplimentary article on the
Hon. the Premier.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Hear,
hear,

Mr. MASSON: Hon. gentlemen
thought he was not sincere, but
he was entirely sincere and he
was one of those men who
liked to be proud of men on each
political side, and the higher the
character of the members of the
Govern ment the higher he thought of
his country and himself. H1e was not,
however, reading his own sentiments
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but Lhe sentiment of the organ of the
party. low could they be surprised if
there was a reaction in the Province of
Quebec when the Liberal party had
no confidence in their leaders ?
What had been going on since the
general election of 1874 ? Ther.e had
been about eighteen or nineteen
elections in the Province of Que-
bec. Of these nineteen the
Conservatives had carried all but two,
or in every case they had either
increased their majority or decreased
their minority, or had taken the
constituencies from their opponents.
These results were felt from down the
Gulf, and came up nearly to the county
represented by bis hon. friend from
Chateauguay (Mr. flolton). In the
county of Dorchester four years ago,
his worthy friend, the present member
(Mr. Rouleau), was elected by a
majority of 21. H1e had to go back
to bis electors, and he was re-elected
by 46 i majority. Uis friend, Mr.
Hlarper, was elected in 1874 by 45
majority in the county of Gaspé, and
he was now replaced by an bon.
gentleman (Mr. Short) as efficient
as himself, who had been elected
by a majority of 250. In the
county of Joliette his hon. friend
(Mr. Baby) was elected in 1874 by a
najority of 45. He went back to his

constituents and was re-elected by a
najority of 163. In L'Assomption bis

hon. friend (Mr. Hurteau) was returned
at the general election by a majority of
61; but, on going back, he was elected
bv acclamation. In 1874, Montreal
West returned a gentleman to support
the Government by a majority of 594.
At that time Montreal expected great
things from this Government. They
expected that our industries would
have been fostered, and that a railway
would have been built, according to the
plan of the late Government, across
this continent, which would have
brought wealth and prosperity to the
city of Montreal. They were disap-
pointed, and that majority dwindled
down to some 50 at the last election.
The county of Beauce was reprosented
il 1874 by an out-and-out supporter of
the Administration, who was elected
by acclamation. The Opposition could
not get a man to put in the field. At
the last election that county returned

the present member (Mr. Boldue) as
an Independent, and, as a rule, he had
acted as an Independent.

Ma. DYMOND: We arc all Inde
pendents on this side.

MR. MASSON said, if that remark
had come from any one but the hon.
member, it might be serious. Quebec
Centre had been representcd by a
Minister of the Crown, but the present
member had been returned as an Inde-
pendent, and, at all events, he had not
proposed the Address. Berthier was re-
presented in 1874 by Mr. Pâquet, who
was all powerful in that county, but
the electors had returned the present
member (Mr. Cuthbert) by a Conser-
vative majority of 272. Chambly
elected Mr. Jodoin to support the
Government in 1874, by a majority
of 100; but it was now represented by
a Conservative who had received a
majority of 150. Charlevoix had
elected Mr. Tremblay by 203 majority.
Tt was now represented by Mr. Lange-
vin.

Ma. MACKENZIE: What was bis
majority ?

Ma. MASSON: Greater than that of
the Minister elected in Jacques Cartier.
If they took the counties represented
by Ministers of the Crown, they found
them falling one after the other. By
whom were they replated ? In Napier-
ville, Mr. Dorion was raised to the
Bench, and an Independent was elected
in bis place. la Bellechasse, Mr.
Fournier was raised to the Bench
and that county was now represented
by his bon. friend Mr. Blanchet,
who was elected with a compara-
tively enormous majority. Kam-
ouraska, again, had been represented
by a Minister ofthe Crown, but, when
once the county was opened, bis hon.
friend the present member (Mr.Roy)
was elected. Then let them take Drum-
mond and Arthabaska, and if there was
one county in which the verdict of the
people had been fairly given against
the Government, it was the county of
Drummond and Arthabaska; if there
was a county in which the bon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue should
bave been elected, it was that
county; if there ever was a member
who had everything in bis favour
in regard to bis election, and in
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regard to his popularity, and who
deserved to be elected, and probably
would have been elected if ho had not
entered the Government in this House,
where he was an honour to his party,
it was the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Laurier). But he had been beaten by
1 r. Bourbeau by 230 majority. The

defeat was not a personal one against
the hon. member, but the county had
elected a gentleman equal to himself
himself in business transactions.
It was not Mr. Laurier, but it was the
(vernment of the day that was
defeated. He would not enter into the
question of the reasons whieh cbanged
that majority by 200 or 300 ut this
time. What was the reason of the
downfall of the Liberal party in the
Province of Queboc, the rapid disinte-
gration of that party, their falling in
crumbs all around in every part of
that Province ? It was this, that they
had had at their head men whom ho
esteened, but who did not possess
suflicient energy to cause their ideas
to proclominate when it was in their
power. Instead of doing that, they
had availed themselves of the opportu-
nity to use the prerogative of the
Crown to place themselves in office.
The most able and considerate of them
all, Mr. Dorion, who was to change
and undo all the wrong done by poor
Sir George Cartier, was no sooner on
the Governnient benches than ho was
already thinking of taking a position
on the Bench, and now he had accepted
a position which he worthily filled, but
which it would have been more pleas-
ant to then in Lower Canada to see
him accept under other circunstances.
Then there was Mr. Fournierwho also
worthily filled bis prosent position in
the Supreme Court. But was it to
give him that position that the Liberals
of Lower Canada gave him their con-
fidence? No, it was in order that ho
might be in a position to speak their
views, and defend their interests. He
was, however, nit one Session in that
position before ho went on the Bench
Take another minister, one who occu-
pied the highest position in Lower
Canada to-day. He was a man who
the people believed would be useful to
his party, which declared, or at least
rome of thein did, that ho was able to
(efend their principles and ideas. He,

MR. MAssoN.

bowever, also got bis position. The
next year-for a Lower Canadian
Minter dropped out every year-Mr.
Cauchon gave to himself the high
position which ho occupied to-day;
and public rumour said another
Minister, before four months were
over, would also have left the Gov-
ernment. It was not, therefore, mat-
ter for surprise that the reaction was
going on in the Province of Quebee,
when ho had shown. as clearly as pos-
sible,first,that the Liberal party in that
Province had, rightly or wrongly, no
confidence in its leaders; and secondly
that leaders in whom they trusted had,
one by one, abandoned them, not to re-
main as private members, but to obtaiR
for themselves lucrative positions.
There was another reason for the reac-
tion which is going on in the Province
ofQuebec. There was a time when the
old Conservative leader, Sir George
Cartier, was exposed to all the con-
tumely which a political party could
thrust upon him. He was considered
by the Quebec Liberals as the old Tory
and accused by the whole Liberal
party as being a priest-ridden man.
A few years after death had carried
him away, the bon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue delivered a lecture in
Quebec, and instead of depreciating Sir
George Cartier, raised him almost to
Heaven, so high that they could scarce-
ly look upon him. He said in bis lee-
ture that the Conservatives of to-day
were not like Sir George Cartier, but
were endeavouring to form a Catholie
party, and to cast away those high and
noble principles of the British Con-
stitution. Sir George Cartier was a
Constitutionalist, they said. But,
if Sir George were to rise again,
said the hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue in bis lecture, he
would no longer know his followers.
The people of Quebec were sensible and
understood hon. gentlemen opposite
very well. They said they could not
have confidence in the Liberals wheu
they now sought to raise an altar to
Sir George Cartier whom they had
previously denounced. There was
yet enough public morality to ren-
der it useless to endeavour to prove
that a man was a rogue and
an honest man at the same time. Not
only the Conservatives, but a large
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body of the Liberas of the Province of
Quebec, were becoming discouraged
and disgusted with the Government.
Those gentl.men, before acceding to
power aind shortly afterwards, made
many promises. They declared that the
industries of the country were going to
rain, and nothing else but a protective
policy would protect them. -He had
proved this by the words ot Mr. Joly
himself. It had been said by the
Minister of Inland Revenue in his
contest that such was only his pri-
vate opinion. He had stated before,
and repeated now that it was not
simply Mr. Joly's private opinion,
for protection to manufactuiing in-
dustries was a principal part of
the policy of the National party before
1874. Mr. Joly did not make that
statement as an opinion, but as a fact,
as every member could see by referring
to bis letter on the subject, and any
contradiction on that score is a contra-
diction of Mr. Joly himself. There
was another reason why the people
of Lower Canada were disgusted with
the Liberals generally. That party all
over the world pretends to be the
party of progress. They pretended
that they were for progress, for
the advancement of their country.
H1e did not mean to attack
the Liberals of Ontario-he believed
they were better now-but there
was no body of men less in-
clined for progress than the Liberals
of the Province of Quebec. When Sir
George Cartier was building the
Grand Trunk they were hounding him
down as extravagant, but many had
since declared that they had been very
foolish. They were opposed to the
building of the Grand Trunk Railway,
which, while it had cost the country
a considerable sum, had repaid it two
hundred fold. They opposed the Inter-
colonial Railway seheme, which was
to unite the Provinces of the Dominion
together, and their leader was so much
agaimst it that he resigned office. Thon
there was the great Pacifie Railway,which, whether it was built in one way
or another, would be to the mutual ad-
vantage of the Provinces through which
it passed; it was a necessity for our
trade; we could not exist with-
out it,-we must fill up that coun-
try as fast as possible. What did the

Liberals do? From the beginning,
to the present moment they had op-
posed it ; they had condernned the
mode of making it; they had said it
was a useless sacrifice of money; and
they had told the people of the coun-
try that it would involve an expendi-
ture of two hundred and fifty millions:
it would ruin the country, and yet
they were building it by a more ex-
pensive process than the former Gov-
ernment proposed. There was a rail-
way enterprise started in the Province
ofQuebec, an enterprise which deserved
the approbation and commendation of
every gentleman present, and which
was commended by many Liberals
from other Provinces, but the Liberals
from Quebec opposed it entirely ; they
not only opposed the execution, but
they opposed the enterprise itself.
They said it would raise taxation, and
if it had not been for the Globe news-
paper and his friend the Minister for
Public Works-if they had been left to
the tender mercies of the Liberals of
Quebec-those connected with the en-
terprise would have been ruined and
the country scriously embarrassed.

MR. SPEAKER called the hon.
member to order.

Ma. MASSON said ho was speaking
upon a matter of history and lie be-
lieved that he was in order.

MR. SPEAKER said he could not
speak of matters appertaining te
another House.

MR. MASSON said that Mr. De
Boucherville had been accused of being
a Reactionist and behind the times in
his ideas. le had, however, carried
out that of which Quebec Liberals
would never have dreamed, the North
Shore Railway, and that great de-
sideratum of all progress-the bal-
lot-was given to Quebec by Mr.
DeBoucherville and his Government.
There was another reason wby the
Quebec Liberal party would be swept
away, and the members of the party
and the people knew it. It was that
they had taken from the Conservative
ranks mon whom they (the Liberals)
had always despisod and held up as the
incarnation of corruption. The most
damning accusation that could
be brought against ion. gentle-
men opposite was to repeat what
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they Lad staid ofone another. Did they
think the people of the Province of
Quebec were entirely blind? Did they
think that, after stating that Mr.
Cauchon was the most corrupt man in
the country, and accepting him subse-
queritly, the people would believe them
in regard to other matters? The people
said that tbe Goverrnment had taken
the most corrupt man amongst the
Conservatives and placed bim in the
Liberal ranks, and.ho had only to shift
from the Conservative ranks to find
himself placed ovor their shoulders.
The hon. the Minister of Inland Rev.
enue had said, in Drummond and Artha-
baska, in his (Mr. Masson's) presence,
that ho had never approved of the
position given to Mr. Cauchon, and he
said this: " If we have taken him
dirty, wo give him back clean to you."
He remembered the fact very well,
because ho had binted at the lime
to one of the hon. gentleman's fol-
lowers : " That is not very clever;
you cannot clean a dirty thing with-
out Jirtying yourselves." This was
not all. The hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue-ho spoke under
correction from the hon. gentleman,
tr ho had not heard this himself-
speaking in his own county, said that
he had been offered a seat in the
Cabinet in 1876, and that he had
refused it on account of a certain
matter which he wished to see recti-
fied. ie desired to direct the atten-
tion of the hon. the Premier to this
matter, which was of great im-
portance. Before last Session, ho had
heard it stated in Quebec that a seat
in the Government had been offered to
the present Minister of Inland Revenue,
and the report was spread broadcast
over the country that that hon. member
was too proud, and justly so, to accept
it, on account of the presence of Mr.
Cauchon in the Cabinet. He (Mr.
Masson) had put the question before
the House thus, as seen in Hansard:

" The explanation was very good so.far as
it went, but the lion. the First Minister must
not fbrget that runours were circulated
in the Province to the effect that
more than one gentleman had been
offered a seat in the Cabinet, and
more than one had refused. The tumour went
tlat certain most extraordinary reasons were
given by a gentleman who now sat in this
House for refusing a seat in the Cabinet- The

MR. MASSON.

stemiient mn regard to the offer ef a Fcat to
Mr. Joly,and to that gentleman declining it,
was made in such a way as to lead the House
to believe that no similar offer was made to
any other gentleman."

Ma. MACKENZIE: Ilear, hear.

MR. 3MASSON said he was glad to
hear such was the fact. It would be,
therefore, desirable that the report of
a Cabinet seat having been offered to
others should be denied, and they
should know if the hon. the head of
the Government went freely and
openly to Mr. Joly and offered him a
seat, and offered it to no one else, and
that no gentleman was placed in the
position of refusing it because the
President of the Council was a member
of the Cabinet. It was, thon, a fact
that no member of the Liberal party
had given as his reason for refusing to
aecept a Cabinet seat, that he would
not sit with the President of the
Council, and that none could, therefore,
take credit for having done so. The
statement of the bon. the Premier
was a most serious one after what had
been said by the hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue in the counties of
Drummond and Arthabaska. Of course
if that hon. gentleman (Mr. Laurier)
said ho did not make that statement, the
House was bound to accept his denial.

Mia. LAURIER: Go on.

Ma. MASSON said ho would quoto
the hon. gentleman's remarks as they
appeare<þin an elaborate report which
was not published until some days after
the delivery of the speech, so as to
give ample time for reflection. The
speech was delivered at Stanford, and
according to the report in the National,
an organ of the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, the hon.Minister of Inland Revenue
said -- and this had been repeated to him
by many gentlemen who were present
-" In 1876 Irefused a portfolio in the
Government of the lon. Mr. Mac-
konzie, because there were some things
I wished to see rectified." That serious
matter must be explained between the
hon. gentlemen themselves. A Minis-
ter of the Crow n, when interpolated by
the leader of the Opposition as to the
changes which had taken place in the
Government, was expected to give, and
no doubt thought he gave, a true stato-
ment of the facts; but the statement
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must not only be exactly truc, but the
hon. gentleman must avoid leading the
House into error, and if he had a single
mental reservation, he was bound in
honour to give it to the House. The
hon. the Premier distinctly admitted
that a seat in the Government had not
been offered to any other gentleman;
yet,according to the speech of the hon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue, he was
offered a seat in 1876 and declined it.
If that were not so, the hon, gentleman
had been mach slandered, for while he
had heard the matter frequently
referred to, he had not heard any
other version than that which
he had now given to the louse.
The bon. the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue also said, in a lecture which ho
gave, that he was not one of those Lib-
erals from the Provinse of Quebec-
those demoniacs, as he called those
who had inherited from the L'Avenir
newspaper. His models were not
here, but comprised the great
Liberals of England. The gentle-
men on this side were no models
for him, ho must find them in
Palmerston,Gladstone, and Hartington,
and the great leaders of public opinion
in England. He would ask the hon.
gentleman whethÎer they were to judge
him or judge bis party by the princi-
pies of the leaders of the Liberal
party of England, or whether they had
not a right to tell him " What do we
care about your principles, whether
they are like those of Palmerston or
Ilarlington ? What we want is honest
legislation and honest dealings in pub-
lic life." Would Lord Palmerston,
the Marquis of Harlington, or Earl
Grey have accepted a seat in, the
Cabinet with a man whom they des-
pised? In 1845, when there were
difficulties in England on account of
the Corn Laws, and Earl Russell was
trying to form a Cabinet, Eail Grey
refused to join the Administration be-
cause ho had objected to a particul ar
man. le refused to yield; the Ad-
ministration was broken up, and Sir
Robert Peel thon formed a Govern ment
and passed the Corn Laws.
Was that the model of the hon. gentle-
men ? It was not sufficient for him to
raise himself upon that pedestal; if he
professed to hold the principles of the
great Liberal leaders of England, he

1

must follow in their wake; he must do
as they had done. But ho had not done
so. The hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue became the successor in the
Cabinet of Mr. Cauchon, whom his
party had always despised. The de-
fence made by the bon. gentleman was
that he did not accept a seat with Mr.
Cauchon, who was no longer .a Minis-
ter. Everyone who knew anything
about constitutional law and usages,
knew that an hon. member joining an
Administration was responsible for the
acts of his predecessor. The hon.
gentleman said the Government
had appointed Mr. Cauchon Gover-
nor of Manitoba before he (Mr.
Laurier) was a member of the Cabi-
net; but the hon. gentleman should
have known that in eutering the Cabi-
net ho was making himself responsible
for the acts of the GovernLnent, and
more so for the act which secured him
his portfolio. Was it, therefore, mat-
ter for surprise that the electors
of Drummond were against the
hon. the Minister of lnland Re-
venue. It was stated that credit
was taken of the fact that Mr.
Laurier did not consider Mr. Cauchon
fit to oit next to him, and yet that was
the man whom ho found fit to have a
seat on a throne and to represent the
Queen in Manitoba. It was on this
ground the people of Drummond and
Arthabaska set aside the hon. gentle-
man who, upon his own personal merits,
would have been elected. The Govern-
ment had picked out from among the
Conservatives not those whom they
most admired but whom they most
despised. The National had announced
that Mr. Archambault had become the
leader of the Liberal party in the Leg-
islative Council of Quebec. Mr. Arch-
ambault was a gentleman of high edu-
cation, high attainments, a good Con-
servative, a gentleman whom ho (Mr.
Masson) respected, and who had th&
respect and esteem of his party. But
what had the Liberals said of that,
gentleman? They had continually
attacked not only lis publie char-
acter, but his personal honour;
in fact, if Mr. Cauchon had not
existed, Mr. Archambault very likely
would have been the worst man in
creation; but, as Mr. Cauchon lived,
Mr. Archambault occupied the next
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position. There was another gentle-
man from the Province of Quebec-he
would take the liberty of naming him
-Mr. Chapleau- an honour to ibis
party and to bis country. 11e had for
years been the object of the continual
and most bitter attacks of his oppo-
nents; he was branded all over the
country as one of our most corrupt
politicians-one of the Tannery men.
Mr. Chapleau, in a generous move,
tendered the hand of fellowship to the
bon. the Minister of Inland Revenue.
lis intentions were mistaken by bis
oppouents as having political signifi-
cance, and, all at once, he who had
been the most reviled of French Con-
servative public men, became the
object of their admiration. At'a meet-
ing at which the hon. the Ministor of
Inland Revenue was present, during
bis election, it was freelv stated that
with such men as Mr. Laurier, Mr.
Chapleau and another whom he would
not name, a great deal could be done
for the Province of Quebec.

Some HON. MEMBERS: "Name,
name."

MR. MASSON said he would now
1eave it to the most partisan follower
of the Government, if under the cir-
cumstances, those old Liberals of the
Province of Quebec, who for so many
yeais had been expecting wonders
from their leaders, would not be justi-
ficd in turning their backs upon them
and seek elsewhere for men to
uphold the interests and honour
of their Province. He had gone
much farther than ho intended, but
there were many other topies; these
were only betrayals, weaknesses, and
pusillanimity on ja small scale. He
hoped that other members of this
fHouse would show how these men had
deceived publie opinion ir the Province
of Quebec on other questions; how
they had raised vain expectations in
the Province of Quebec, on questions
not only of morality but of justice.
For his own part ho thought he had
said enough to explain to the House,
and to explain to bis friends from the
other Provirices,-from the Lower
Provinces and from Upper Canada,-
the real state of tnings in the Province
of Quebec. They had tried to deny it;
but they had the proof to-day,

MR. MASSON.

and any fair-minded man would say
that if what occurred in the Province
of Quebec had occurred in Nova Scotia,
in New Brunswick. or in Ontario, the
same reaction would have occur-
red on the same scale. The
people would not be deceived
twice. They could not make people
believe that they must adore what
they had burnt, and burn what they
had adored; and the time was coming
when, notwithstanding the high abili-
ties, which ho admitted, of those from
the Province of Quebec who were in
the Government to-day, considering
their weakness, their want of energy.
they and their friends would be swept
away in that Province.

MR. LAURIER said the hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Masson) had stated that
during the recess three members had
been elected in the Province of Quebee
from among whom the Government
should have chosen the proposer of
the Address. The bon. gentleman had
been kind enough to say that the Gov-
ernment could have addressed itself to
the hon. member for Quebec Contre
(Mr. Malouin). Ie was kind enough
to say that the Government could have
addressed itself to bis hon. friend the
member for Nicolet (Mr. Méthot);
and, finally, he was kind enough to say
that the Government could aiso have
addressed itself to bis hon. friend and
siccessor, the hon. member for the
county of Drummond and Arthabaska
(Mr. Bourbeau). This was very
agreeable advice on the part of bis hon.
friend (Mr. Masson), but it was advice
which the Government was not pre-
pared to accept. They were unable to se-
lect the hon. member for Quebec Centre
for a very simple reason-and this was
one which ought to have struck his
hon. friend Mr. Masson without put-
ting him to the trouble of mentioning
it-the hon. gentleman in question
was an Independent member. In the
Electoral Division of Quebec Centre,
where the Liberal party and the Con-
servative party had made ruthless war
upon each other, these parties had
united ait the last election and chosen
an Independent member, and it, would
certainly have been an act of the
greatest indelicacy on the part of the
Goverament to have asked such a
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member to perform that duty. They
had not chosen his hon. friend from
Nicolet to propose the Address for a
reason which ho would be sorry to
mention or to introduce into the dis-
cussion. Ho was not bound
to mention this roason, but it
was a very sufficient one. As to
his hon. friend the member for
Drunmond and Arthabaska, the Gov-
ernment bad not asked him to perform
the duty in question because he was
an opponent of the Government; and
it was not a principle of the Liberal
party to choose an opponent to move
the Address. He had heard it said-
ho had not been present at such a time
-that it had been a common custom
with the late Government to make
advances to members of the then
Opposition in order to induce them
to come over to the Ministerial side of
the House. This was a practice that
they repudiated ;-such, therefore, was
his answer to the first part of
the argument of his hon. friend.
His hon. friend had devoted a great
portion of the argument which he
delivered in French to a reply to an as-
sertion that had been made with a very
great deal of justice by his hon. friend
the member for Portneuf (Mr. De
St. Georges). This observation re-
lated to the action of the Government
on the amnesty question. His hon.
friend had had the audacity to
say that nover again should the
Liberal party pronounce the word,
Amnesty. But, if any men were to be
foun 1 in the Province of Quebec who
should never breathe this word, they
were not to be found on the Ministerial
but on the Opposition side of the House.
lis hon. friend had gone so far as to
say that, if they had followed the ex-
ample set them by the Opposition and
done what the latter had done, the posi-
tion of affairs in this regard would have
been very different. He was obliged
to say that ho perfectly agreed with
his hon. friend on this point, for if the
Ministerial mrembers had not acted as
that they had doue, and pursued the
POlicy that they had done, of a certainty
the Position of affairs would to-day have
been far different from what it actuallywas, and the position of the Pro-Vince of Manitoba and of the popu-
lation of Manitoba would also to-

li

day have been very different. If it
had not been for such action, Lepine
would to-day have been in his tomb;
ho would have expiated a political
crime on the scaffold. If they had not
had the courage to act as tbey had
done under the then circumstances,
and if the present Government on
their arrival in power had not had the
courage to take the question up, and
risk their popularity and existence in
some measure ou it, Lepine to-day
would not have been a frec man; ho
would have been sleeping in his grave,
having expiated on the scaffold a
political crime; Louis Riel himself
would have been condemned to per-
petual exile, and all the other accused
persons who had been concerned in
the North-West difficulties would have
been in prison. Ail this would have
been the case to-day if the Government
which was supported by his hon.
friend (Mr. De St. Georges) had not had
the courage to take up this question
and act as they had done. All this
would have occurred had the French-
Canadian members of the Liberal party
followed the lead of hon. gentlemen
opposite in this matter. The Govern-
ment had exhibited groat courage in
settling the amnesty question, which
was surrounded with great difficulties,
political passion having been greatly
excited respecting it, not only in the
Province of Que bec, but also elsewhere.
His hon. friend (Mr. Masson) had
taken the trouble to tell the House
that the late Government had promised
an amnesty; they had done so in fact,
but they did not have the courage to
fulfil that promise. One year passed,
two years passed, and three years
passed, but, nevertheless, that Govern-
ment neverredeemed its pledge. They
had done nothing in the matter, and
the leader of the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Masson) had declared that such an
amnesty had never been promised.
This was the manner in which the
Conservative party had acted with
regard to this great and very difficult
question. This was the manner in
which they had fulfilled their promises.
Retribution had fallen upon the
late Government for the policy which
they had pursued in this respect, and
the present Government were entitled
to great credit for the courage with
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which they had taken up and settled a
question replete with difficulty, and
requiring the greatest tact and skill in
settlement. Now, his hon. friend (Mr.
Masson) had spoken of those who in
the Legislature of Canada had demand
ed an amnesty and pardon for those
who had taken up arms and been con-
cerned as rebels in the difficulties of
1837. His hon. friend had had the
audacity to compare the conduct of
Conservatives to-day, touching the
North-West difficulties, with the con-
duct of those patriote, who were
patriots indeed, but if these men were
to return on the earth to-day they would
not place themselves behind his hon.
friend, but on the benches to the right
of the Speaker, because the attitude
which the French-Canadian Liberals
had assumed was identical with the
position taken by the Liberals of the

Leislative Assembly at that time un-
der those circumstances.

Mn. MASSON: No.
Ma. LAURIER: His hon. friend said

no; but he (Mr. Laurier) said yes.
Particularly that day and at two or
tbree other different times, he had
noticed that the memories of Conserva-
tives were not very faithful; they not
only forgot what existed, but they also
remembered what did not exist, and if
they could not, with exactness, recol-
leet public events that had taken place
within the past four months, with much
greater reason were they less likely
to be exact respecting events that had
occurred forty years ago. He main-
tained that the attitude of the Liberal
party to-day regarding the amnesty
question was identical with that adopt-
ed by the Liberal party and all French-
Canadians-because these were at that
day all Liberals-respecting the am-
nesty question forty years ago.

Some HON. MEMBERS: No, no.
MB. LAURIER : The House would

find that he was right in this matter
in a few moments. The only thing
with which his hon. friend (Mr. Mas-
son) had reproached' them was in not
having exacted a complete amnesty,
and in having rested content with a
partial amnesty. His hon. friend
urged that if they had remained fii-m
and insisted upon a complete amnesty,
they would have obtained it. They

Mi. LAUnlEa.

had, however, demanded what they
could get, and they had demanded as
much as they could get. His hon.
friend had said that the Liberals of the
House of Assembly after the Union
had demanded a complete amnesty
always and under all circumstances ;
but his hon. friend was in error. The
first motion that had been made for an
amnesty in this connection he held in
his hand and it was a motion for a par-
tial amnesty. It was moved in 1841,
and it was not until 1844, three years
afterwards, that a motion for a full
amnesty was proposed,

Mn. MASSON: What was the reply
to the first motion ?

MR. LAURIR: It was in the
negative.

MR. MASSON: They persisted and
obtained it, but yon withdrew your
demand.

Ma. LAURIER said that those peo-
p1e had much more reason than the
Conservatives to-day for demanding a
complete amnesty, because from 150 to
200 persons were then exposed to pain.
fui deaths in consequence of political
offences; but the Liberals then re-
solved to secure at the outset the lib-
erty of some fifty. In 1841, Mr.
Barthe moved that an humble address
be presented to His Excellency, pray-
ing him as the representative of the
Crown in the Province to exercise the
Royal prerogative and give complete
amnesty for ail crimes and all offences
committed during the last troubles
that had taken place in the Province
of Lower Canada by subjects of Her
Majesty, in so far as such concession
did not conflict with the security
of the Crown and the Province. His
hon. friend (Mr. Masson) ought at once
to perceive the distinction which was
made in this resolution. A difference
did exist, and in what respect? Was an
amnesty demanded in favour of every-
body? No; but only in favour of such
persons as those to whom pardon could
be granted without endangering the
security of the Crdwn and of the Pro-
vince. Was there not here evident a
very important distinction and restric-
tion ? Did it not say that, in the opinioln
of :he House, of those who voted for
this resolution, there could be found
among the accused some to whom it
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would not be prudent to accord an
amnesty, because in such case the
surety of ihe Crown and the
Province might be endangered ?
The difference indicated by the lan-

guage was apparent. The second
resolution was passed in 1844. It
contained no limitation and it com-
nenced in this manner:-" That an

humble address be presented to the
representative of Her M ajesty, praying
him to use the Royal clemency toward
all Her Majesty's subjects for all the
offences committed during the insur-
rection."

MR. MASSON: And it was granted.

MR. LAURIER: This motion was
not granted. His bon. friend was
again in error, and he (Mr. Laurier)
was sorry to correct him. Certainly a
number of cases were favourably con-
sidered in connection with this resolu-
tion. but it was not until 1848, aftor a
third resolution had been passed by the
House, that a full amnesty was ac-
corded. Finally, he would ask with
what his hon. friends and colleagues
could be reproached ? With regard to
the first motion the Liberals of the
former House of Assembly had acted
as they had done recently, requesting
of ier Majesty a partial amnesty and
not a complote pardon to all persons
accused of participation in the insur-
rection, without any distinction. On
the contrary, in 1841, fHer M ajesty was
peitioned to grant an amnesty to
those to whom it could be extended
without endangering the surety of the
Crown and of the Province, and it was
three years later before, with the
progress of events, another resolu-
tion in favour of complete amnesty
'as proposed, no restriction being

entertained on this occasion. He
would now ask his bon. friend
what reproach could the mem-
bers of the Conservative party,
which his hon. friend represented, cast
against the Liberal party of to-day, to
which lie (Mr. Laurier) belongod,

ith respect to the attitude assumed bythe patriots in connection -with the
troubles Of 1837, since the patriots of
'bat day did just what the Liberals had
recently done--that is to say, theydemanded a partial amnesty because
tiey were convinced that they could

not at the, time secure a complete
amnesty; and they all knew that they
could not obtain a full amnesty touch-
i g the North.West difficulties when
they had before them the despatches
received from the Colonial Office in
this relation. They had consequently
asked for the second thing which they
could pray for, and this was that, in
fulfilment of the promise made by the
late Government to the accused, a
partial amnesty, at least, should be
accorded and the exercise of the Royal
clemency extended towards the accused
in so far as this was possible. If, on
the contrary, tbey had acted as his hon.
friend on the left (Mr. Masson) desired,
Lepine would have been conducted to
the scaffold, Riel would have been
condemned to perpetual exile and the
other prisoners would have been left
in their cells ; and under such circum-
stances, the Conservative party would
no doubt be able to boast of their
liberality and of their patriotism in
the Province of Quebec. The persons
concerned in the North-West troubles
never had worse friends than their
pretended friends the members of the
Conservative party, and the best proof
of this lay in the fact that if the
Liberals had acted like the Conserva-
tives-this conclusion could not be
avoided, such data being given-the
former accused, who were now at
liberty, would now have been either in
their tombs or they would have
perisbed on the scaffold. Ie would now
appeal to every impartial man whether
their sympathies were with the Con-
servative party ,considering its action
in regard to this matter, or with the
Liberals who had consequently acted
like the patriots of 1837, and under
similar circumstances with them.When
the events of the history of to-day
,ývere judged as we now judged the
events of the history of the period
of 1837, the judgment which was
now passed on these patriots would
be equally passed on them, and
this judgment would be favourable to
the Liberals of to-day because they
had said they would take up this diffi-
cult question as it stood, putting aside
their own connections and sentiments
respecting it, and do what they
could under the circumstances to ob-
tain as much as they could, though
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they could not get ail they wished to
bave. He would now approach that
part of the argument of bis hon. friend
(Mr. Masson*), which he dealt with in
English. The main proposition, the
only proposition in fact which he assert-
ed in it, was that there had been a reac-
tion in the Province of Quebec against
the Liberal party, and in la- ur
of the Conservative party. The Con-
servative party in the Province of
Quebec had always been in the great
majority. The Liberal party had ob-
tained in that Povince a najority at
the last election, and iey still hoped
to secure a majority of the members
from it at the next general election,
but they had lost a few seats in the
meantime, because it could not be ex-
pected that the population would
change its allegiance from the one
side to the other in the mere course of
a few years ; this was the reason why
there existed what was called a reae-
tion of the Liberal party in that Pro-
vince. And he was astonished, he
must confess, when he saw and heard,
one after the other, the reasons alleged
to account for this so-called reaction.
One of these reasons was that the
Liberal party had changed its leader
every year ever since its accession
to power ; but on the floor of this flouse
ever since the present Government had
been in power they had had one leader
who was now the leader of the House,
and outside of the House they had one
leader, who was the Hon. M~r. Dorion.
Ever since the withdrawal of their be-
loved and most respected leader Mr.
Dorion, they had had no leader in
the House. They followed the
flag, they followed the banner
which Mr. Dorion had left them, but
they had not a3 yet chosen a leader in
the House. There was this difference
between the Liberals cf Quebec and
the Conservatives of Quebec-the
former did not have to be led-they
were independent-minded, but he could
not say as much of the Conservatives
of Quebec, as it was the greatest
pleasure of the latter to be led
and they never could be happy unlers
they were led, indeed. He might say
of the Conservatives of Quebec what
was said of the wives of Russian pea-
sants: they were never pleased, but
thought they were unfairly treated,

MR. LAURIER.

until they re2eived a sound thrashing
from their husbands. There was some-
thing amusing about their unhappiness
if they were not led. Sir George Car-
tier was their leader for twenty years,
and theere never was a more gentle or
docile flock in the world. The Liberals
were not so fond of beirg led. After
Mr. Dorion's withdrawal from public
life, they were not in a hurry to
elect a leader ; they left it to time
to bring forward the one who
was manifestly qualified for the post.
He remembered, and bis Liberal
friends remembered it also, that
the very first thing that was donc by
the Conservatives of the Province of
Quebec after the demise of their late
leader, Sir George Cartier, was to pro-
ceed to elect another. If he remem-
bered right, the election took place on
the very day of the funeral of Sir
George Cartier ; but, whether it took
place on that day or on another day,
at any rate it was a day not distant
from the funeral of Sir Georpe Cartier.
The hon. gentleman çMr. Langevin)
was elected leader. Now, that was in
1873, about the month of June of that
year. Less than fifteen months after
that-a little over a year after that-
another election took place, and his
hon. friend the member from Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson), was chosen the
leader. He was sorry he had not a
report of the proceedings before him,
but ho certainly read in the remarks
of that gentleman, at a meeting at
whieh a large number of bis friends
were present-those that sat behind
him, and gave in their adhesion to him
as their leader-that he saw another
leader whose star-was now dawning in
the orient. There was a gentleman
who was not now present, but who at
the next election would certainly seek
a seat in this House, who was also
talked of as the future leader of the
Conservative party. There was this
diference between the Conservatives
and Liberals of the Province of Que-
bec: the Liberals had been three
years without a leader, not wishing to
elect one, because they knew that
leaders were not elected, but asserted
themselves; but the Conservatives in
the space of three years had already a
committee of leaders-they were not
satisfied with one, and they had
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three. The Liberals did not want
to be led so much, but they
followed the banner which had been
left to them by the regretted and most
beloved leader Mr. Dorion; and they
were in no hurry to put that banner
into another man's hands.

Mit. MASSON: Your leader is dis-
tanced.

Mi. LAURIER : Proceeding friom
that branch of the subject, Lis bon.
friend had directly attacked him for
the speech which he had delivered in
Quebec during the month of June last,
in which he asserted that they were
trying to form a Catholic party. He
would not have mentioned that topie,
and it was with regret that he approach-
ed it; but he ad to do it, since the
words which he made use of there were
challenged on the floor of the House.
What he said there Le repeated here ;
and he arraigned the gentlemen Lere be-
fore the House, as he did before his
Province in the month of June last,
and accused them of attempting to
create a Catholie party in this Domin-
ion. It was to be regretted that they
had spoken of this subject; he would
prefer, under all circumstances, to
leave these discussions to Lis own na-
tive Province, to be fought on the soil
of that Province. To the gentlemen
opposite belonged the responsibility of
introducing the subject on the floor of
the bouse of Commons. But since he
had been taken to task for the languago
then made use of, he was justified and
bound to assert and prove what he
asserted there; and he would prove it
by these gentlemen's own language. It
had been for ever so many years past
the policy of the gentlemen opposite to
represent the fiberals from the Pro-
vince of Quebec as a party of infidels
and heretics; and the only battle
ground upon which they ever
attacked the Liberals before
their constituents had been that
ground and no other. That sys-
ter had always been increasing;
and, if Sir George Cartier were t- come
back, ho would not recognize his
party, because he was sure such lan-
guage as was daily uttered by the Con-
servative members of Lower Canada,
could not be uttered if Sir George
Cartier were still alive. In the Nou-

veau Monde of the 2nd of June, 1875,
the gentleman stated:

" The Bishop of Montreal, in bis pastoral
letter u pon the election, declares without
any ambiguity and withont any reticence,
that those who have forfeited their duty by
refusing a complete annesty, and by refusing
to vote a iedress of grievances to the
Catholics in New Brunswick, were not
worthy of public confidence."
Now bere were Lis premises ; here it
was asserted by the members of the
Conservative party that the Bisbop of
Montreal had asserted certain things.
Tiien he went on again-this was from
another paper, the Canadien, of the 4th
October, 1875, commenting on the
pastoral letter of' the Bishop of Mon-
treal:-

" The letter of the Bishop is the most
energetie condemnation which ever reached
the Liberal party of this Province. All the
protestations of the Liberals have been
denied."
Now another paper which was pub-
lished in the Li beral interest said this,
commenting upon this and similar
language held by Conservative mem-
bers from the Province of Quebec :-

" It is a shane for our nationality that
such a politicali game should be played with
impunity; and we feel sure that the Bisbops
whose teaching they are odiously prostitu-
ting will be forced to put a stop to this
scandalous abuse."
To this language the Canadien answei-
ed in the following manner:-

' Our contemporary undertakes to prove
that the pastoral letter ofthe Bishops of the
Province, and that the action of the mem-
bers and the clergy thereupon, constitute an
insane war which bas been waged during
the local election upon a party which ran
only upon political questions. This is as
nuch as to say to the Bishops, 'You have
calumniated us, you have declared that we
were men that wanted to mislead the people;
you have warned them that we wanted to
exclude religion from polities; you have told a
lie; you have waged upon us an insane
war,"
He was sure that, if Sir George Cartier
were alive, his press would never
tolerate such language as that which
he had just quoted. His press would
not tolerate especially such language
as the language which was made use of
against the highest tribunal of this
country. He could quote almost for
an hour from the papers which he had
in his hands; but he would content
himself with one or two more. The
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Nouveau Monde of the 5th March, 1871,
speaking of the election in Charlevoix
County, said:-

" They (the Liberals) threaten the Church,
and when the Church uses liberty of speech
to defend itself, they call to the civil power
to close its mouth."

The Franc-Parleur of the lst of Mardh,
said :

" That Protestant and English justices
should have consecrated by their decisions
the supremacy of the State over the Church,
there is no cause of wonder, They have
consecrated by nost decisions an outrageous
attack on the liberty of the Catholics of this
Province."

Was he right, then, when ho said
that these gentlemen were endeavour-
ing to create a Catholic party in this
Province ? Of course, when these
gentlemen were on the floor of this
House, they pretended to be Liberal,
they pretended to be Constitutional;
but, when they were in the back parts
of the country, when they were among
their abettors, they made game of all
this. This was the reason why he said
that these gentlemen were attempting
create a Catholic party.

MR. MASSON: When did I say
that? I deny the whole thing.

Ma. LAURIER said the hon. gentle-
man of course had said that he did not
share in these ideas. He believed him
to be above bis party in that respect;
but the hon. gentleman was like the
late King Victor Emmanuel. The late
King Victor Emmanuel never pre-
tended to have anything to do with
Garibaldi when Garibaldi invaded the
kingdom of the Two Sicilies, or any
other part of Italy; but he was always
there to reap the benefit of it. So the
hon. gentleman repudiated this lan-
guage; he was never there, and never
had anything to do with it; but he was
always ready to reap the benefit of it.
Now, if bis lon. Iriend was alive to
bis duty, seeing he was the leader of
bis party, he would tell bis people, he
would tell those that supported him:
" We shall raise no religious questions
in this country, we shall have nothing
but political questions to discuss." His
hon. friend had never yet missed the
courage to impose kiis views upon bis
followers ; and th is was why he blamed
him. If he ad been worthy of the
position ho occupied ho would come

Ma. LAURIER.

out to relieve the Province of Quebec,
not only from this great grievance, but
from this calamity, for it was a calam-
ity in their Province, that they should
have to discus; such a question as this.
Such questions as this never ought
to be discussed, because this was a free
country; every race was free, and
there was not on the face of the earth
a more free and more privileged
Church than their Church in that Prov-
ince. If such was the case,-and it
was the case,-it was the more to be
deplored that bis hon. friend bad not
been encouraged to rise above bis
party, and to use bis influence with
bis party to make them put down such
language as this.

Ma. MASSON: We all agree.

MR. BLANCHET : Mr. Speaker,
will my bon iriend permit me to ask
a question ? The hon. gentleman has
passed through two elections within a
few months ; will ho tell the House if
any religious questions were raised in
the Drummond andArthabaska election
at the public meeting when he was
elected a Minister ?

Ma. LAURIER said he could say
with great pleasure that the clergy
did not interfere in bis election, but
the laymen had proved themselves
to be, as was always the case, much
more Catholic than the clergy. He
had been represented as a Protestant
minister; there was not one of the
canvassers of the hon. gentleman op-
posite that did not represent to the
people that he was not a Minister of
the Crown, but that ho was a Protes-
tant minister. . He ran to represent a
mixed constituency, where a large
section of the community was of Eng-
lish origin, and of Protestant origin.
These gentlemen on the opposite side
did not tell the Protestants that he
had become a Protestant minister;
but for them they had another story
ready,-the fact that, when he was a
boy of twenty, he had become a mem-
ber of an association which had sworn
to crush out the English race from the
American continent. He was sorryto
have to go into these details, but the
responsibility would not rest upôn hin.
This was the kind of warfare which
he had to deal with in Drummond and
Arthabaska. The hon. gentleman hald
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also brought another accusation
against him ; the accusation of incon-
sistency. He had said that since the
Government had come into power,
they had initiated a new programme,
they had become Free-traders while
they had formerly been Protectionists,
and in the programme of the National
party, made out in 1872, they bad as-
serted as one of the planks in their plat-
form the doctrine of protection. He
told the hon. member from Terrebonne
(Mr. Masson) at Lotbinière, when Mr.
Joly might have given his personal
opinion of the matter,-and he had the
official document in lis hand, the very
programme of the party-and if his
friend would only look at it he would
sec that there was not even a mention
of the word " protection" in the whole
of that programme.

MR. MASSON : Here is Mr. Joly's
letter.

MR. LAURIER said he did not deny
that there had always been amongst
the Liberals of the Province of Quebec
a strong tendency to protection. It
was with them a mattei of tradition;
their leader had been a Protectionist,
and all the young people of the land,
all those that venerated his name, had
more or less adopted bis views and
vere to a great extent Protectionists.
But, to say that these views were to
prevail so much as to become one of
the planks in the platform of the party,
he for one would say to his hon.
friend that he was totally in
error; and the best evidence of it
was the platform of the party itself.
They had not opposed the policy of the
Government of Quebec in regard to the
North Shore Railway, but treated it on
the same principle as they had the
Grand Trunk Railway, and for the saine
reasons. The hon, gentleman had said
they would be driven to direct taxation;
a friend of lis, however, of whom he
had made a great eulogy, had said that
the policy of the Governmect would
lead them either into direct taxation or
legislative union. He (Mr. Laurier)
would now come to the last part of the
speech of the hon. gentleman, a part
'which was personal to himself. The
hon. gentleman had laid great emphasis
on the fact that he (Mr. Laurier) had
not approved of the entrance of Mr.

Cauchon into the Administration. The
idea tiat a man who was a supporter of
the Government could still retain his
independence of mind, and not blindly
approve the acts of the Administration,
was evidently not a Conservative idea
-which was that, if a man was a
supporter of the Administration
was bound to it hand and foot, and,
when any question, great or small, in
politics was raised, lie was bound to ap-
prove of its action. A Liberal Govern-
ment did not require more allegiance
from its supporters than their con-
science would allow. This was the
allegiance which he had given to bis
leaders, and he was sure that they
would never have exacted more from
him; but, if they had, they knew it was
not in the mind of any Liberal to give
such blind allegiance. It was true that
he had not approved of the entrance of
Mr.' Cauchon into the Cabinet. He
had nothing to say against him. His
relations with him had been altogether
of a social character, and had been
very pleasant. But, rightly or wrongly,
he bad been accused of being connected
with certain transactions whilst he
was allied with the Conservatives.
Now, he (Mr. Laurier) had the honour
to belong to the Liberal party of Que-
bec-to a party which for twenty years
of its caree1 was led by a man so pure
that even calumny never could attack
him, and he had made up his mind long
ago that, as long as he should have
anything to do with that party, as far
as he was personally concerned, he
would do lis utmost to keep up the
fair fame which had been bequeathed
to bis party by Mr. Dorion. Perhaps
he was over-sensitive in regard to Mr.
Cauchon, beeause it was said that he
had severed lis connection with the
Conservative party; that, on account of
the Pacifie Railway scandal, he had
left lis former triends and given up bis
allegiance to them. Tnat might be
true, but, if he (Mr. Laurier) had been
wrong then, he was wrong still. He
did not attach any blame to bis friends
in regard to this matter, because their
ideas were different from bis on the
subject; but it was simply bec-ause he
determined that as long as he had any-
thing to do with the Liberal party of
Lower Canada, no stain should attach
to its fair fame He did not mean
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to s that any stain had attached to
his p rty because the Liberal Govern-
men had been presided over by a
Conservative. If it were a stain or a
shame for any body of men to be led
by a Conservative, he would rather
accept the experience of his hon.
friend opposite upon that question.
In reference to another statement
which had been made, he desired to
say that he never could have said that
he had refused a seat in the Govern-
ment because such an offer was never
made to him. What he did say at
Stanford was that, knowing the terms
b3tween himself and the Government,
he might perhaps have been a member
of the Government before that time ;
because, before then, his friends from
Lower Canada had wanted to press his
appointment on the Prime Minister, but
he had refused for reasons personal to
himself. All these accusations had
been made by the hon. gentle
man in order to prove that
there was a reaction in the Province
of Quebec. He was quite ready to
admit that the Opposition had won a
few seats.

MR. MASSON: Oh.

MR. LAURIER: Well, many seats;
but the last laugh was always the best,
and they, the Liberal party, intended to
have the laugh at the next general
election. le accorded to the bon.
gentleman the pleasure of recording
his victories, and of celebrating them
if he chose. If there was a reaction
in the Province of Quebec, in whose
favour was that re-action ? It could
not be in favour of the Conservative
party, because they had always held
the upper hand in that Province, but
there was a reaction from the Liberal
ranks.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Hear,
bear.

MR. LAURIER: He meant from
the Conservative ranks. It was evi-
dent that bon. gentlemen opposite had
nothing much to boast of, as they
would even take advantage of a slip of
the tongue. He did not generally, as a
habit, boast d deux mains, but ho would
challenge his bon. friend to the next
general election.

MR. LAURIER.

S1R JOHN A. MACDONALD:
When ?

MR. LAURIER: And then y
would se .who had the best right to
laugh.

Mr. LANGEVIN said,- that if the
hon. gentleman opposite had desired
to refer to any controverted elections,
he should have alluded to those which
had taken place on his own side of
the House; to those members who,
at the commencement of this Parlia-
ment occupied seats in the House, but
had since been disqualified. The
hon. gentleman had spoken of the
amnesty to O'Donoghue. The late
Government bad always met questions
of that kind fairly and squarely,
as was showed by the fact ot
their having retained the support of
the Province of Quebec. The press
supporting the Liberal party had pre-
tended to call for an amnesty to Riel
and Lepine; but when hon. gentlemen
opposite got into power they did not
meet the questions fairly. When the
history of that period was written, it
would be seen that the members
from the Province of Quebec in the
Conservative Government of 1873, wit h
himself (Mr. Langevin) at the head of
them, catled upon their respected chief,
the head of the Government at that
period (Sir John A. Macdonald), about
this amnesty question. He (iir.
Langevin)told him that their usefulness
would be lost and gone should they
not obtain an amnesty for these
men in the North-West; that they
thought the time had come when
the amnesty could be given with-
out danger to the peace of that
country, or to any portion of the
Dominion of Canada; and Sir John A.
Macdonald answered that immediately
alter the Session he was to go to
England, and would lay the matter
before the British Government, with
whom it rested; and that, if then, the
matter were not settled, ho (Mr. Lan-
gevin) would be at liberty to take the
course which ho had indicated, and that
course was that if the amnesty were
not granted within a reasonable time by
the Government, they, the leaders of
the Conservative party of the Province
of Quebec, would withdraw from the
Government. That was the course
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they had taken. They were not afraid
of the question. They met it fairly.
They had all their friends, who were
then members of the House, here to con-
suit with, and he (Mr. Langevin) told
them that they would take that course
-if the amnesty were not granted he
would withdraw from the Govern ment.
Therefore, when he heard the hon.
gentleman speak of his sacrifices, or of
the sacrifices of bis party, on a question
of that kind. he could not compare
them to the sacrifices which the Conser.
vative party were about to make;
because the withdrawal of the Minis-
ters from the Province of Quebec from
that Government would have sent away
from the Ministerial ranks into those
of the Opposition all the membersfrom
the Province of Quebec. They would
not have hesitated a moment on a ques-
tion of that kind, which was a question
ofprinciple. But how did the members
of the Liberal party from the Province
of Quebec act ? For a year before, they
had been calling for amnesty, or pre-
tending to. Their papers had columns
after columns calling upon the Minis-
ters from the Province of Quebec to
grant that amnesty. They were
favourable to it. They came
down to the flouse with motions
to that effect, but, when the late
Government left office, and they, the
Liberal party, had the power in their
hands, what did they do ? Did
they grant an amnesty? No; they
did not. They said that these men
should remain out of this country for
five years, and be deprived of their
rights for that time. If these men
wers wortby of amnesty two years
before, were they not equally worthy
when those hon. gentlemen had the
power in their hands te grant it ?
But it was all a sham. Not only did
they deprive Lepine and Riel of their
liberty and rights, and without the
liberty of remaining in this country for
the next five years; but they said that
another man, O'Donoghue, should be
excluded altogether from the ainesty.
Andwhathadhe done? Itwasshown
that ho was less guilty, if guilt was
to be punished in that way, than the
Other two men. Yet they said there
should be no amnesty fbr that man;
and it was stated all through the
country that he could not have an

amnesty from that Government, bc-
cause ho was an Irishman, and it was
so believed, and the hon. gentlemen
found that the people believed it. So
much was that the case that, when the
election of the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue took place in Quebec,
after his defeat in Drummond and
Arthabaska, they came down with an
amnesty, proclaimed in the same terms
as that to the other two men, and they
prided themselves on their generosity
in the amnesty which they had granted.
History, however, would not give
them credit for such an amnesty, and
would say that this last amnesty to
O'Donoghue, the change of a sen-
tence of exile for all time to come
to exile for five years was brought
about simply to carry the election in
Quebec East--in the same way as the
Government had acted in the other
matter with regard to the ships. That
was brought up at that period ex-
pressly to carry the election, as bis
hon. friend the First Minister had
said.

MR. MILLS: The First Minister ?

MR. LANGEVIN: The First Minis-
ter to be. As bis hon. friend the leader
of the Opposition (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) had just said, it was broug lit up
at that time just to carry that election.
The First Minister had said to the depu-
tation that went to him in Quebec,
that nothing could be done except
through the French Consul, and yet
four months afterwards he wrote to
Mr. Shohyn, the local member for
that constituency, and said: " If you
believe, after all, that it can be done, if
an interview with the French Consul
in Quebec could bring about an ar-
rangement, I am quite willing it should
be done." They all knew the object.
That letter was published throughout
the constituency; all the papers pub-
lished it ; it was read at all the meet-
ings in Quebec East, and the First Min-
ister was just made to canvas the con-
stituency for the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue. The First Minister
had stated that he never used the
patronage of the Crown in an election,
but he did in this case, and if this had
been proved before the Supreme Court,
the hon. gentleman might have been
deprived, to the great sorrow of the
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House, of his seat for seven years to
corne- The hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue had stated that the Govern-
ment had acted in the same way as
the Parliainent of the Province of
Canada in 1841, 1844 and 1848. The
resolution of 1841 read as follows:-

c That it is the opinion of:this Committee
that an hum ble Address be presen ted to His
Excellency the Governor General, as repre-
senting the Cro-wn in this Province, praying
for the exercise of the Royal Prerogative for
granting a free pardon, indemnity, and
oblivion, of ail crimes, offences and misde-
meanours connected with the late unhappy
troubles in the late Provinces of U pper and
Lower Canada, to such of Her Majeqty's
misguided subjects, in so far as may be com-
patible with the safety of the Crown and the
security of the Province, and of all attainders
and outlawries during the period of four
years."

This was a full amnesty to
all of them, provided that was the
proper time to grant it. That was the
meaning of that resolution, and this
was so well understood in England,
that they, believing that was not the
time to grant the amnesty, did not say:
"We will not grant ittothis man or the
other, but we won't grant it all now."
And when, in 1844, a resolution was
passed in favor ofgranting the amnesty,
it was a full amnesty without a hint
of the proper time to grant it. That
was again refused. Did those gentle-
men, the forefathers of the present
race, become discouraged because of
that, and say we will make an excep-
tion, we wili not ask for a free pardon to
all ? No. They came in 1848, and
though he (Mr. Langevin) was not a
member of the House at that time, lie
was old enough to be present at the
sitting of the House when the matter
came up, and that vote was passed by
Parliament with cheers, because they
thought the time had come when ob-
livion and a free amnesty might be
granted to these men. And the arn-
nesty was granted to the chief men,
who were called the great rebels of
1837-38. Mr. Papineau, who was
then in France, came back to Canada,
and was soon afterwards elected for
the County of Saint Maurice.or for that
of Two Mountains,he forgot which ; and
very soon after, their late friend and
chief, Sir George E. Cartier, was seated
in the House though he had taken a
part in those troubles. These men

Ma. LANGEVIN.

were not discouraged ; they commenced
by asking for a free amnesty to all,
provided that was the proper time to
grant it. In England they thought
not, and refused. Three years after-
wards they asked again, without
speaking of any time. That was
refused again ; but publie opinion was
too strong,and at last, in England, they
found that it was desirable that a free
amnesty should be grauted ; and when
in 1848 their forefîathers asked for a
free pardon to all it was granted.
Why did not the hon. gentleman
opposite ask for a free pardon to all ?
-he did not say the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue because
he was not then a member of the
Government. The Minister of Inland
Revenue said that the Government
had asked for all they could
obtain. How did they know that ?
The way to know it was to try it.
Why did not they ask fer Majesty the
Queen to grant a free pardon to ail
these men, in order that all these
troubles might he forgotten, and that
we might have peace from one end of
the country to another ? Surely the
crime of these men, as it was called,
was not greater than that of the
Fenians, who entered this country
and killed some of our young men at
Ridgeway and elsewhere. But they
were not novr in our dungeons.
They had their liberty; but Riel
himself remained in the United States
till the end of his five years, and
Lepine had his liberty, only because
ho refused to take the amnesty.
The hon. gentleman (the Minister of
Inland Revenue) afterwards passed on
to sDeak of the interna economy and
arrangements of his party, stating that
they had a leader who was hoad of the
Government, but that while the Lib-
erals of Quebec had had a leader in
the present Chief Justike of the Pro-
vince of Quebec,they had had, since Sir
A. A. Dorion went ont of public life,
no leader except the present leader of
the Government. Of course, that was
a matter of internal arrangement in the
party, with which he (Mr. Langevin)
had nothing to do, for he cared not
whether they had one, two or three
leaders. Ie would have expected that
the hon. the Minister of Inland Rev-
enue would have acted in like manner
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towards the Conservative party and
allow them to arrange their internal
matters as they thought proper. But
ho would tell that hon. gentleman that
they had as a leader of the Opposition
a man of whom they were all proud,
and under whom they were fighting a
good battle in which they intended to
tight to the last. If that afforded
comfort to the hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue ho was welcome to it.
That hon. minister had accused hon.
members on the Opposition side of the
flouse with having attempted to form
a Catholic party in the Province
of Quebec. lie was thus endeavour-
ing to stir up religious feeling
in this House and in the coun-
try; but he might rest assured that
they would not allow him to
make such accusations against them
without receiving their answers. The
hon. gentleman had no right to quote
one, two or four articles from newspa-
pers and declare that they were the
utterances of the Conservative party,
and that the programme of the party
was to form a Catholic party in the
Province of Quebee. They, the Roman
Catholics of Quebec, professed their re-
ligion, stood by their doctrines and
intended to remain attached to the Ro-
man Catholie religion in which they
were born. That fact did not, however,
interfere with their relation or action
with other parties in the House or out-
side of it. Tbey went hand in hand
with Protestants in political matters,
and never allowed their religion to
interfere therewith. Whenever reli-
gious matters were brought up in the
flouse, as sometimes occurred, for ex-

«ample, in the question of divorce,
Roman Catholics and a good many Pro-
tostants wore found voting against the
granting of divorces, but that did not
prevent them shaking hands with and
working with other member s of the
Conservative party in regard to other
measures. In elections, they did not
introduce those matters as part of their
political creed. He visited the county
of the bon. the Minister of the Interior,
and there he met three of the hon gen-
tleman's friends at a meeting held at a
chur'ch door. As it was a mixed com-
munity, ho had to address the people in
French and English ; and the hon. gen-
tiemnan might be sure of the truth of

,what he now stated, that ho never
introduced the religious question
either there or at any time
during the election. Two of the hon.
gentleman's friends, one especially,
tried to put him (Mr. Langevin) on
the religions question, tried to drag him
upon it; but ho stopped him, stating that
the question of the Bishops or of the
doctrine of the church bad notbing to
do with the question at issue, which
was, whether Mr. Laurier, who was the
candidate, was the proper man to be
elected to represent the county of
Drummond and Arthabaska; whether
his political course had been such that
ho was entitled to their suport, and
whether the course of the overment
was such as to entitle them to support.
But in Quebec East, where ho (Mr.
Langevin) took also an active part,
ho knew his friends did not use that
weapon against the hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue. It was, however, a
favourite mode of attack by hon.
gentlemen opposito that they should
make that charge, but ho took that
opportunity of stating to the House
and to the country, that the Conser-
vative party did not act in that man-
ner, and further, that they did not
intend to thus act in the ensuing gen-
oral election, but that they intended to
fight the Government on political
grounds as ho had twice fought them
in his own constituency. Hle bad
fought them entirely on political
grounds. Hon. gentlemen opposite
might say, as they had said, that ho
had lost his seat on one occasion,
because certain priests had delivered
sermons in bis county regarding
the election. But hon. gentlemen
knew perfectly well that ho was not
responsible for those discourses, because
ho knew nothing about them. Those
priests did as they thought they should
do; it was their business, not his ; but
at the second election ho took great
care that ho would not even pay a visit
to the clergy of bis county, so as not
to bo connected in any way, directly
or indirectly, with anything they
might say, if they thought their duty
was to say anything about it. In that
-kay they followed the traditions of
their respected leader, Sir George
Cartier; they knew what ho taught
thein, and they intended to follow in
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his footsteps. The political doctrines
-for ho always taught political doc-
trines-that he taught in lis lifetime,
that he promulgated during bis life-
time, while at the head of the Quebec
Conservative party, they intended to
be their programme for the future in
their campaign against hon. gentlemen
opposite. When the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson), alluding to
the great reactionwhichhad taken place
in Quebec, cited bis (Mr. Langevin's)
election, the hon. the First Minister
sneered at bis majority of 56. But the
hon. the Premier did not sneer at the
three majority of the hon. member for
North Wellington (Mr. liginbotham);
at the 54 majority of the hon. member
for St. Maurice (Mr. Lajoie); at the
55 majority of the hon. member for
South Renfrew (Mr. McDougall) ; at
the majorities of the two members for
Pictou, Mr. Carmichael with a majori
ty of 55, and Mr. Dawson with a ma-

jority of 1 ; at the 14 majority of the
hon. member for Peel (Mr. Smith) ;
or at the majority of 50 of the. hon.
member for Montreal West (Mr.
Workman) who was not in bis place,
and had not been during the Session.
What did the hon. the Premier say to
the majority of 22 for the hon. member
for Marquette (Mr. Ryan), of 29 for the
hon. tbe Minister of Inland Revenue, of
40 for the hon. member for Cornwall
(Mir. Macdonald), of 42 for the hon.
member for Brockville (Mr. Buell), of
50 for the hon. member for Albert
(Mr. Wallace), and a numbei of other
members that could be enumerated,
having small majorities. Those were
esteemed large majorities, because
those hon. gentlemen were supporting
the hon. the First Minister; but when
the Conservatives carried a constituen-
cy which had elected supporters of
bon. gentlemen opposite for years, by
.a majority of 56, the hon. the First
Minister sneered. Perhaps that hon.
gentleman might himself be proud
some day, to have a majority of 56
votes. Hle did not wish it, for
the hon. gentleman's sake, but
stranger things had happened. The
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had stated that the Conservatives had
accused the Liberals of Quebec of
having repudiated their programme of
1872, respecting Protection. The hon.

ME. LANGEVIN.

gentleman surely had not forgotten
that one of the articles of that pro-
gramme was to obtain the absolute
right of regulating our commercial
relations with other countries, so as to
secure the establishment of manufac-
tures in Canada. If that did not mean
Protection, he (Mr. Langevin) did not
know what it meant. How did that
:igree with the answer which the hon.
the First Minister gave on 3rd August,
1877, to a deputation in Quebec,when he
said this country could not obtain closer
commercial relations with France,
or any other country, except through
the Imperial Government. Notwith-
standing that one of the articles of the
programme was the obtaining of the
right to Canada to regulate her com-
mercial relations, the hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue, and the hon. the
Minister of Justice, permitted the hon.
the Premier to inform a deputation
that the Dominion Government could
do nothing, and could not send a
Minister or any one el3e to France to
ascertain wbat action they might take,
or even send a person to the French
Consul in Quebec, to inquire whether
the French Government would be wil-
ling to allow Lower Canarlian-built
ships to enter French Ports, on
payment of a tax of two shil-
lings per ton instead of forty francs,
and thus place ther on an equal foot-
ing with English-built vessels. The
Government could not do that; every-
thing of that kind must be donc
through the Imperial Government, said
the hon. the Premier. That, however,
would not have been the first time such
regulations had been made by legisla-
tion. The Dominion Parliament had
the right to make its own legislation,
and in that case it would not affect the
rights of the Empire, because it was
not seeking an advantage for Canadian
ships over those of Great Britain, but
simply placing tbem in the same posi-
tion. The arrangement could have
been effected in that way. The French
Government, ho had no doubt, was per-
fectly well disposed to ieet the Can-
adian Government in a matter of that
kind. But, of course, some concession
would be required at the hands of the
Dominion. The Government had
largely increased the duties on French
wines, and precluded their importation
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except in small quantities, and there-
fore when the French Government saw
they could obtain nothing in return
they naturally said, "If you do not
give us anything in return, we cannot
allow you to enter your ships at two
shillings instead of forty francs per
ton."

MR. MACKENZIE : Will the hon.
gentleman show me where they said
that ?

MR. LANGEVIN said that if the
hon. the Premier had been disposed to
act towards the Province of Quebec as
he had done towards other Provinces
he would bave obtained that boon, but
he did not enter into the question in
the same spirit. If that strong will
had been put forward to carry out an
arrangement which the hon. the Pre-
mier had exerted in other matters to
which he (Mr. Langevin) could not
allude, but to which ho would allude
at a future poriod, an arrangement
vould have been entered into with

France. whereby Canadian-built ships
would have been admitted into French
ports on equal terms with English-
built vessels. If he were not mistaken,
when the correspondence was brought
down, of which ho had given notice
that night, it would be found that the
hon. the Premier was at last disposed
to admit French wines at the same
duties as were charged in England.
But the hon. gentleman should have
known that such a condition would
not have been accepted by France,
because the ground on which France
refused to renew the commercial
treaty with England was that the
dluties levied on French vessels were
too high, and France could not have
entered into a treaty with Canada on
terms to which the French Govorn-
Tent did not accede in the case of
England.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The treaty with
England is in force at Ihis moment.

MR. LANGEVIN: It is in force now,
no doubt, and the hon. gentleman
nust know that they were nogotiating

about it.

MR. MACKENZIE.: I do not know

MR. LANGEVIN said that every
merchant in this country, every com-

mercial man in this country, knew it,
and he trusted the hon. gentleman
would take advantage of that, as it
would be a fine feather in bis cap to
obtain not only for his own Province,
but for the Provinces of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, that great mea-
sure of relief for their trade which he
boasted he could obtain. This was an
important matter for all the Provinces,
and he hoped the hon. gentleman would
give that consideration to it which he
knew how to give when ho wished a
measure to be carried, and ho sincerely
hoped it would be carried. He hoped,
too, that the Province of Quebec would
take the matter into consideration ; it
might not be in their lino of study, but
it was a matter which must recom-
mend itself to their recommendation.
H1e did not know what Government
would carry it; but ho believed that
any Government might do so that had
the will to carry it. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue had called
the attention of the flouse to another
point. He had accused the Con-erva-
tives of having opposed the North
Shore Railway and other undertakings.
Well, the hon. gentleman seemed to
take a delight in stating that his party
opposed the Grand Trunk Railway,
and one member of the Conservative
party, who were in offi.ce at the time,
(Mr. Lafontaine), was termed by them
a great Tory, but after the great man
had gone to his grave they said
that was one of their mon; and they
claimed the late Mr. Moran the same
way ; and ho had the expectation of
living long enough to see them claim
the late respected chief of the Con-
servative party, Sir George Cartier, as
a great Liberal. The fact was tbey
wanted to claim all the good for them-
selves and to lay all the blame upon that
side of the House; and when his hon.
friend the leader of the Opposition
was gone-and he hoped it would be
long before that time came-no doubt
they would also say that he was a
great man and a Liberal; Liberal
in his views, Liberal in bis meusures,
Liberal in everything. But the
Liberals not only opposed the Grand
Trunk Railway but also the North Shore
Railway as well. They said it would
run their property to death, and that
they would have to tax the people to
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pay for the undertaking. Did they
not also say the same of the Victoria
Bridge and of the Intercolonial Rail-
way ? They said the Intercolonial
would be the destruction of this
country, and that it could not earn
sufficient money to put grease on the
car wheels; notwithstanding that they
had heard the bon. the First Minister,
as they expected, able to tell them
that it was not so, that its revenue
was large, that it was increasing,
and that its revenue was suen that
at some day it might be self-support-
ing. The hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue had stated, as a littie
bit of history in regard to how mat-
ters went in his party, that they never
called upon a Liberal member to
vote for a measure ; he never voted
unless his conscience told him to vote.
These gentlemen must have but one
conscience then, for they were never
seen to be divided; they ali went to-
gether ; they had full confidence in
themselves that they were always
right; their chiefs were never wrong ;
every measure they brought forward
was good, and everything that pro-
ceeded from theothereide ofthe House
must be bad. Well, that might be
a very good way of conducting a party,
and he had no doubt the hon. the First
Minister was happy in having such a
party. Hon.7gentlemen on his side of
the louse were, however, different.
Their convictions made them vote,
whether a measure was brought for-
ward by themselves or by the hon.
gentlemen on the opposite side
wben they saw it was in the
interests of the country. They
had succeeded more than once in
improving measures brought for-
ward by the party opposite, and ho
supposed they might doit again. But
at ail events, those hon. members might
be sure of this, that his party had con-
victions also, and that they voted ac-
cording to those convictions. They
lad principles, and they were going
to stand by those principles. Having
said so much in answer to the hon.
tue Minister of Inland Revenue, ho
would say a word or two in reference
to one of the paragraphs in the
Address, which stated that there was
" Nothing beyond the ordinary business
of the country requires your attend.

MR. L.ANGEVIN.

ance." It was very strange that the-
Governiment, especially the hon. the
Ministers from the Province of Queboc,
should not have found that anything
could be said in the Speech except
" the >rdinary business of the country."
He did not know if they had visited
the Province of Quebec, or any other
Province of the Dominion, but if they
had, they surely must have seon, that
something besides the "ordinary busi-
ness of the country " required thoir
attention. They must have seen, both
in the Province of Quebec and else-
where, the great depression in trade,
the stagnation in commercial business;
how the Insolvency Court was full of
cases; how the Official Gazette every
week contained the names of hundreds
of merchants who had gone to the wall
and whose goods had bad to be sold.
They would have seen that the trade of
Que bec had gone down immensely; and
in the Provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, let them compare the
amount of imports from Great Britain
and other parts, with the volume of a
short time ago. The imports at those
places were diminished largely ; but
they would also see that the imports of
Ontario and the western Provinces
had increased somewhat. If, therefore,
hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
Benches had looked at this, they must
have seen that there must be something
wrong in the east; that trade must
not be flourishing, manufactorie must
ho stopped. And if they had gone
down into the Eastern Provinces
they would have seen that the
manufactories which were flourish-
ing four or five years ago were
closed; that other industries which had
employed thousands of operatives were
not at work ; that the ship-builders
were idle; that hundreds and thousands
of workmen, who formerly worked at
that trade, were now idle, and that no
ships were being built. In his own
constituency, 4,000 people were out of
work; the manatacturers had been
mad enough to support the hon. gentle-
man the leader of the Government, and
his free-trade principles. The hon.gentle-
man's principles afforded no protection
to manufacturers. They wondered at
the time how the manufacturrs could
support the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue at the Quebec election, but
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they saw now how it was. It was a
desperate game which was played; and
they saw to-day that of the three
manufacturers who had supported that
hon. gentleman, one had gone down,
and bundreds of operatives were thrown
ont of work, and their families depriv-
ed of bread. Nothwithstanding this
fact, the hon. the leader of the Govern-
ment told the House that I nothing
beyond the ordinary business of the
country requires your attendance."
Their attention might have been
called to the state of the shipping
trade in the Province of Quebec and
elsewhere. le would not repeat what
he had said already about the help,
that might have been given to ship-
building, but he might mention, if the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had not had time to look over the
tariff, that a number of articles that
entered into the building of ships were
now taxed that were not taxed in
1873. He would find that to
build a vessel of 800 tons, $420
or $450 extra had to be paid
in that way. Now, the hon. gen-
tleman might say that this was a
small sum, nevertheless it was over
fifty cents per ton ; and in these days
four or five hundred dollars would be
of material assistance to a ship-builder
on a small ship. But the hon. gentle-
man said they would not do it, they
would not have Free Trade, they would
not have Protection, they would not
protect ship-building, and the result
was that the ship-buîlders were now
idle, the ship-yards were closed. While
upon this subject he might say also
that the hon. the First Minister had not
given them other information which
he right have given in the Speech.
There might have been some allusion
to the extension of the Intercolonial
Railway to Quebec. The hon. the First
iMinister must remember that three or
five months ago, at a meeting of the
directors of the Grand Trunk Railway
held in London, Captain Tyler, the
president of the company, stated that
they were in negotiation with the
Government for the leasing or purchas-
ing of the Grand Trunk Railway from
Chaudière Junction or Lévis or Rivière
du Loup. It would be interesting to
know whether the Government
intended to bring it before the House

this Session. The completion cf the
Intercolonial line to Quebec was an
important matter, and they therefore
expected that something with regard
to it would have appeared in the
Speech. Nevertheless, he would take
another opportunity of obtaining that
information from the hon. the First
Minister.

MR. TASCHEREAU said the hon.
member for Charlevoix had made rath-
er an astounding and bold statement
when he declared that the religious
question had nothing to do either with
his first or second election, If they
took his first election the Supreme
Court of the Dominion had settled that
point; and as to the second he would
read an extract from a cireular which
was printed at the printing office of
the hon. gentleman's organ at the
time, and which had been spread
broadcast through the country, perhaps
not by the hon. member for Char-
levoix, but still it was published and
circulated by the hon. gentleman's
agents, and especially by his legal
agents. The circular stated:-

"nl the contestation of the Charlevoix
election the Bishops have been directly at-
tacked. There is more, the authority of the
Pope himself is despised. The Sapreme
Court, composed of four Protestant judges,
two priest-eaters, declares that our Lords
the Bishops have conmitted a inisdemeanor
and a punishable crime, by issuing their
pastoral letter, and that consequently our
Holy Father the Pope is as guilty as they
are, since he approves their letter. The
electors have to declare by their votes
whether they approve Mr. Tremblay to have
brought up the Suprerne Court to censure
the Pope and the Bishops. Before they take
a decision let them reinember that the curse
of God is the reward of those who touch the
church or its ministers.'

Ma. LANGEVIN said he bad no
doubt if the hon. member made enquiry
he would find that the circular was
printed at one of the printing offices
connected with the Government side of
the House.

Ma. DESJARDINS said that when
he heard the members of the Liberal
party crying out that the raising of
the religious question in the Province
of Quebec was scandalous, he could
not refrain from calling to remem-
brance the numerous advances which
had been made by those same gentle-
men in the years 1871 and 1872, in
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-order to secure the exercise in their
favour of that clerical influence which
to-day they so warmly denounced. With
regard to all the questions that had
been discussed in this House in 1871
and 1872-questions through' which
the present Government benefitted, and
by the aid of which it attained the
enjoyment of power, be well remem-
bered that the Liberal party had form-
erly been extremely anxious to secure
for themselves, by all possible means,
the influence of these same clergy
whieh they to-day denounced. He
recalled to memory, amongst other
things, that a deputation had left
Ottawa to go and see the edition
of a certain paper, supposed to be
connected with the Catholie clergy
of the Province of Quebec, with
respect to the school question ; and
he also remembered that upon this
occasion that depuiation promised in
the most open manner possible, that if
the Catholic clergy would abandon the
attitude of distrust which they had as-
sumed regarding the Liberal party,
this party in turn was ready to do
justice to the Catholic minority of New
Brunswick, and even concede amnesty
to the Métis. One of the members of
this deputation still occupied a seat in
the House, and another member of it
now ran about frequenting the hust-
ings and busying himself in each elec-
tion that took place in the Province of
Quebec, denouncing what he form-
erly had claimed as due to the Liberal
party-that was. to say, the influence
of the clergy for which the National
party contended, and to obtain which
that party was founded. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue had quoted
an extract from the Nouveau Monde to
shew that the Venerable Bishop of
Montreal had denounced the conduct of
the Liberals of the Province of Quebec
touching the amnesty and school ques-
tions. Eh bien ! he would simply say
that besides their uncontested rights as
citizens and as Catholics, to protest
against this conduct of the Liberals, the
Bishops had been provoked by them to
interfère, for the Liberals themselves
had promised the Bishop of 'Montreal
and others, that this question would be
settled-in the interests of justice.

MN. LAURIER: Permit me to inter-
rmpi. Theatra-et inu guestion was taken

from a letter published by the Bishop
of Montreal in the Nouveau Monde.

M.DESJAIRDINS said that the.hon.
member would perceive that if the
Bishop bad intervened in this question
this was done because he had bçen pxo-
voked to intervene by the Liberal party
themselves, whose members bad passed
from presbytére to presbytére and from
Evéche to Evéche, begging that the in-
fluence of the clergy should be exercised
in their favour, trying to make them be-
lieve that this question and certain
others,regarding which they considered
that the leaders of the Conservative
party bad not done all its duty, would be
settled satisfactorily by the Liberal
party, ard let them understand by
such representations that the Liberal
party were ready to secure that jus-
tice which they had then invoked in
vain for some years back with respect
to those issues. Hon. members
would all bear in mind that there had
been cited an alleged scandalous article
contained on a flyleaf. of which they
did not know the origin. This had
been cited in an election as an undue
means for influencing the result. But
what had been done in 1874 in respect
to the amnesty and school questions?
During the Session tbatyear pretended
telegrams from Archbishop Taché and
the Archbishop of Quebec were cireuu-
lated in the lobbies by the Liberals, in
order to let the members believe that
Conservatives were showing an exag-
gerated zeal regarding these questions,
and to justify by them their turning
their back to all the promises made by
them on the hustings, in public papers
and in private to the priests and the
Bishop of the Province of Quebec.
Furthermore, he did not forget that
when the famous National party was
founded, one of its coryphees, and one of
its most advanced and enthuiastic
men, and one of its most faittful sup-
porters in the Province of Quebec, Mr,
Mercier, said in a public letter
addressed by him to the leaders of
the National party in Quebec:

"The clergy will record our actions with
an attention replete with reserve, but never-
thelese not wanting in favour. Let us cause
to disappear this reserve which indicates
fear, and let us increase this favour which
will guarantee our success, by a worthy and
wise course ot' procedure. Let us reassure
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the clergy by affording to then unequivocal
proof of the sincerity that animates us, and

let us prove to them that the sacred words of
religion and of country are in or thoughts ;
and that we are no more insensible to the
interestm of the one than to the future of the
other. Our clergy is national in its glorious
conditions, as well as in its patriotie aspir-
ations, from the day that it will have ac-
quired the conviction that we are sincerelv
working to secure the- prosperity of t e
country, andthat our cause isthatof religion
a d of our native land. It will also then aid
us and support us, owing to its immense in-
fluence in the great interests, the triunph of
which we are endeavouring to insure."

So little anxiety or opposition was
shown at that time by the Liberals
with respect to the views entertained
by the Catholies of the Province of
Quebec, that their Protestant allies
themselves did not raise any objection
against them ; and this was so much
the case that the principal organ- of
the Protestant Liberals, the Herald,
stated in 1872, after examining the
Catholic programme which many of
these gentlemen had not hesitated to
sign, but which they utterly denounce
now, they had nothing to say against
it on the part of the Protestants with
respect to the questions discussed in
that programme, inasmuch as it de-
elared that the, Catholics were pre-
pared to accord to the Protestants the
liberty which they themselves de-
manded. It was true that this took
place on the ove of the general elec-
tion, when the Catholic members had
their vote to record in one wav or the
other. He would ask the Iouse, after
having heard the reading by the hon.
the Minister of the Interior, of the
extract which supported most strongly,
it must be supposed, the pretension of
the bon. the Minister of the Interior,
where was the evidence of the exis-
tence of this famous plot, by ·means
of which it was alleged that the
Catholic Conservatives of the Province
of Quebec intended to strangle Pro-
testantism in thàt Province. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Laurier), had quoted
fron the Nouveau Monde, an irticle in
which the Bishop of Montreal had
denounced the Liberal party, but the
hon, gentleman did not seem to re-
Inenber that the Liberals had sought
ta take away the suffrages of theCatholies from the Conservative party
i the Province of Quebec. Later on,

the hon. gentleman had quoted some-
thing which bore on the election in
Charlevoix county, but he (Mr.
Desjardins) also remembered some
things that had passed in the county
of Charlevoix when Mr. Tremblay,
the then opponent of the present hon.
member for that county (Mr. Lan-
gevin), had quoted froT letters which
were mutilated in such a manner
as to make them bear a mcaning
that they really did not possess, in or-
der to show that the clergy of the Pro-
vince of Quebec were on his side
rather than in favour of the present
member for Charlevoix county. He
imagined that he had said sufficient on
this question to prove to the House on
what side illegitimate attempts were
made to use the influence of the clergy
in an undue manner; and it was when
the Liberals saw that all their efforts
to carry the clergy with them were in
vain that they turned round against
the clergy, and he could further
add that an attempt had been made
in the Province of Quebec to
sow division between the Catholies
and Protestants ; this had been
done by the Liberals. This had
been done in fact. Hon. members
could recollect insidious articles which
had been published in Liberal news-
papers, denouncing the Catholics to
the Protestants as those who were
plotting together with the view of
destroying the rights and privileges
of Protestants in the Province of
Quebec. The House would also re-
member that in the speeches and lec-
tures of the hon. the Minister of the
Interior, who talked so much of liber-
ality and bis spirit of independence
and his elevated ideas, the hon. gentle-
man had done all in his power to ex-
cite the prejudices of the Protestant
minority of the Province of Quebec
against the Catholics- of this Province
in order to secure their suffrages. le
would now ask leave to pass on to
another subject. le had, with some
surprise, heard certain speakers affirm
since the opening of this debate, that
the country was prosperous, and that
it could compare, as to its commercial
position favourably with that of the
Unitod States and other countries. le,
however, had some figures in his posses-
sion of such a nature as would exhibit
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that picture in an altogether different
light. In this regard he would give
the number of failures that had oc-
curred during certain periods in the
United States and i-, Canada. In
1876, the United States commercial
reports showed for the first nine
months of that year, the number of
failures was 7,050, while their number
in Canada during the same period
was 1,256. In 1877 this exhibit for
the United States proved that they
had passed through the most criti-
cal period of the commerical crisis,
and had begun to emerge from it,
thanks to the degree of protection ac-
corded their industries and to the
efficacious measures adopted by the
American Government in order to
assist thein. They saw that for the first
nine morths of last year the number
of faiiures was 6,565 showing a diminu-
tion in their number of 485, while in
Canada, during the sanme period of 1877,
we had had over 1,600 failures, show-
ing an inrrease of 390 over the cor-
rer-pondiiig period of 1876. If they
now compared the liabilities for the
two countries, they would find that
in the United States during such
period for 1876, these amounted to
$156,272,000 against $141,952,000 for
1877, showing a diminution of
$14,320,000 during these two years;
while,on the contrary, such liabilities in
Canada had advanced from $17,786,000
in 1876 to the enormous sum of
$20,904,000 in 1877, showing an in-
crease of $3,11S,000. If, again, they
compared the commerce of the United
States and Canada which, respectively,
held the ratio of one to ten toward
each other, they would find that the
total sum of the figures respecting the
number of bankrupteies indicated a
proportion of one to four, and of lia-
bilities of one to seven, for the United
States and Canada respectively. These
figures were in themselves most elo-
quent, in his opinion, proving though
the United States like all other coun-
tries, including of course Canada, had
been struck by the commercial crisis,
yet thanks to the energetic action of
the American Government and to the
protection of its manufactures, its
commerce had been enabled to resume
.an ascend ant position far more quickly
.than our own; and while we were still

MXR. DESJARDINS.

struggling with a frightful crisis, we
saw the business transacted by the
United States increasing rapidly, not
dnly in connection with their manu-
facturers, but also in connection with
their commerce as well as their marine.
To-day, though the marine had been
ruined by the late civil war, the United
States was the second maritime power
in theworld. England alone was their
superior in this iespect ; and, never-
theless, despite the fact of the existence
of such a marine, foreign vessels con-
veyed from American ports a very con-
siderable amount of merchandise, tak-
ing outward and inward cargoes, and
tlie exports from the United States to
European countries had increased very
considerably. While, in addition to all
this, our Republican neighbours to the
south of us was to-day in a condition
to-compete on equal terms with Eng-
land with regard to a large number of
nianufactured articles. On the other
hand we daily regretted to see new
manufactures shut down in our country
while none of the signs ot the times
were of such a nature as could induce
us to believe that a change for the bet-
ter was at hand. The hon. member
for Charlevoix (Hon. Mr. Langevin)
had mentioned the fact of the failure of
a considerable manufactory at Que-
bec. The hon. gentleman had also
shown what significance he attached to
this fact in view of the action of the
manufacturers in question-in coin-
pany with others-in the election in
Quebec East, when he was so blind-
else he did so with the intention of
deceiving his creditors-as to boast he
had no need of Protection, and that Le
could sustain and maintain a prospe"
ous manufactory without it w ile
bankruptcy was so near his doors. le
desired to draw the attention of the
House to another matter. Last Session,
on the occasion of a discussion Pro-
voked by an hon. member of
the House-whose name he did
not then remember-on the sub-
ject of the Georgian Bay Branch,
the hon. member for Montreal
East (Mr. Jetté) said that it was not,
perhaps, the time to discusss the Paci
lic Railroad route, but he took the OP
portunity to state that the Province of
Quebec favoured the connection beg
made betweefi the provincial rail waY
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system and the Pacifie Railway. The
Province of Quebec, the hon. gentle-
man continued, had expended large
sums on railways, and hoped that such
communication womid be established.
During the last days of that Session
the hon. member for Montmagny had
returned te the charge, and, interpella-
ting the bon. the First Minister,had said
he desired to remove the uneasy feeling
that existed in the Province of Quebec
touching the intentions of the Govern-
ment respecting this matter, and men-
tioned the fact that a rumour was cur-
rent in the Province of Quebec that
the Government intended to abandon
this line; also, that such a step would
be to the great disadvantage of that
Province, which relied upon the fulfil-
ment of a policy that would render
equal justice to the Province of Que-
bec and the Province of Ontario, and
that the Province of Quebec had re-
solved upon going to considerable ex-
pense in orJer to make connections
between the Pacifie Railway line and
the cominer'ial centres of the Province
ofQuebec. The hon. the First Minister
had stated in his reply, amongst other
things, that the policy of the Govern-
ment in this regard had in no wise
changed, and that the proposed lino
was still adhered to by the Adminis-
tration; and finally, that they hoped
to be able to present some measure
respecting it at the present Session of
Parliament. He (Mr. Desjardins), in
view of this declaration, had expected
that some allusion would be made to
this subject in the Speech from the
Throne, but in this he had been
disappointed, nothing had been an-
flounced in this relation. Reference had
been made to the Pacific Railwaytouching the North-West Teriitory
and the British Columbian route; but,as regarded the portion of that subject
in which the Province of Quebec was
ilterested, and that. too, in the most
especial manner, not a word was said.
It might prove to be, that this was a
Siple omission. le hoped that the zeal
of the hon. members for Moutroal Eastand Montmagny, would awaken in this
rtlation earier this Session than had
bet the case last Session ; and that
they Would show something effective
as the resuit of their efforts in emula-
tion Of the apparent anxiety established

by their political friends in behalf
of tho interest of the Province of Que-
bec on other theatres. At Montreal
and Quebec, those gentlemen had prov-
ed that they were very ardent and very
zealous and very courageous in de-
fence of the interost of the great cities
of Montreal and Quebec; but here
these gentlemen seemed to change
their manner. The base of action was
changed, and those who below were
veritable lions, here resolved them-
selves into docile sheep. Such indeed
was their zeal for the protection of the
railway interests of the Province ofQue-
bec, that they had almost set the cities
of Montreal and Quebec in a flame, and
if the populations of those two cities
had listened to their counsels-above
all the citizens of Quebec-not a brick
of the Parliament Buildings would
have been left standing at Montreal.
Things had not gone as they had desired.
They had displayed, it was true, much
zeal and patriotism and great foresight
regarding the intentions of the Glovern-
ment of Quebec, but these facts did not
prevent the people ot Montreal
remembering that during the past
four years, the Liberals had been
in power at Ottawa-that their
Ministers bad been in command of a
considerable majority in the House ;
and, nevertheless, the interests of
the Province of Quebec, touching the
maatter of the Pacifie Railway, seemed
to have been completely forgotten by
them. The First Minister (Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie) had been permitted to
change again and again the route, and
to place the terminus as far from the
Province of Quebec as he (Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie) pleased, as was allowed by
the Act of 1874, and still not one word
of protestation on the part of these
pupils of the hon. gentleman with the
view of -reclaiming the rights thus
menaced of the Province of' Quebec.
He trusted that during the present
Session, these hon. gentlemen would
show themselves more in earnest in
this respect. The elections were at
band, and everyone was aware that
when this critical moment approached,
such hon. gentlemen were usually full
of resources. This had been visible in
the late election in Quebec East and in
other situations. such ab the elections
of 1872 and 1874; then these hon.
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gentlemen were replete with fine
])romises, and doubtless these promises
would be renewed during the present
Session. Nevertheless, these hon.
gentlemen had better see that their
promises were accompanied by
sufficiently efflective measures, with
the view of protecting the Province of
Quebec, and that the Government
favoured their pretensions, else their
fair protestations would be of no avail
to them in the presence of thoir consti-
tuents.

MR. BOURBEAU said that in
the course of the interesting discus-
sion which had taken place in the
Honse in this relation, certain incidents
which occured duing the recent elec-
tion in the county of Drummond and
Arthabaska bad been brought in ques-
tioi, and he considered it his duty to
state certain facts that had been in
some measure denied by the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue. The hon.
member lor Terrebonne -Mr. Masson)
had said that at a meeting held in
Stanford on the 30th of August' last,
the hon. the Minister of Inland Rev-
enue had declared he did not wish to
accept a position in the present Min-
istry, owing to certain matters in con-
nection with the Ministry which were
not agreeable to him. le (Mir. Bour-
beau) begged to say that this was the
case. The hon. inember who bad moved
the Address had stated that the count1y
was becoming prosperous, and he (Mr.
Bourbeau) believed that under the
circumstances the electors of the
county of Drummond and Arthabaska
would not be satistied with him if ho
did not declare that prosperity did not,
at Ieast, exist everywhere in our midst.
Such a statement as that made by the
hon. member (Mr. de St. Georges)
would not be well received in the
county of Drummond and Arthabaska.
The principal portion of the electors
of this county were farmers, and when
ho asked them if they were prosperona,
they atnswered no. They said it did
not pay them to sel their produce at
very low prices During the election,
the struggle had turned at least in part,
upon the question of Protection, and
upon the fact that the late member for
that county (Hon.Mr.Laurier), haid re-
fused to protect by his vole the interests
of the eleetors, whom ho then repre-

MR. DESJARDINS.

sented in this House. Discussion during
the contest bad not been raised touch-
ing the question of religion and he
flt it due to himself to say that, when
he accepted the candidature, he had
announeed to the electors, and directed
all those who wisbed to assist him in
the eontest, that he desired that the
discussion of the religious issue should
in no manner take place. He con-
sidered that this matter had been
debated long enough, and as in the
county be represented, different beliefs
existed, and inasmuch as he respected
these various creeds, he did not wish
that this subject should be brought
upon the tapis This was the first
time that he had risen to address the
House, and, consequently, he would not
essay to make a speech of any great
length, but at some future occasion ho
hoped to be able to deliver an address
ofgreater length upon the same in-
teresting subject.

MR. LAFLAMME said it was some-
what stratige to hear the hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson)
making so loud a complaint against
the policy of the Government for their
not having brought the question of
amnesty forward, as if they had for-
gotten entirely the history of the last
three or four years. Le did not intend
to comment upon the subject at any
iength, but would only call the atten-
tion of the mnembers of the House to
some facts in reply to the very enthu-
siastic appeal which had just been
made with reference to the unforteI-
nate people who were connected with
the troubles in Manitoba. The hon.
gentleman asked why they should not
obtain an amnesty of a more extensive
character. It w.as not granted more
fully on account of hon. gentlemen
opposite; it was their fault, and upOn
them the responsibility rested. If
this were true he would ask the hon.
iember for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson)
how could he support his bon. frien3d
the leader of the Opposition, and sit for
three years on that side of the Hlouse,
wheni he knew that that amnesty had
been promised unconditionaliy and
fully. The right hon. member foi
Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
deciared that no euch anmnesty had
been granted, and they had, on the
other hand, a Most positive avoWa
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tha- that ainnesty had been promised
in most positive terms. How was it
that the hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) appealed to their
patriotism and asked why they did
not raise their voices to obtain a full
amnesty, when he himself had sat
silent for three years, knowing
that the promise had been made, ani
yet not daring to ask his leader
to put the promise into execution?
How came it that he never thought of
bringing up that question until the
present time, when he made it a charge
against hon. members on the Govern-
ment side of the House, who denied
that any promise of that kind had
been made. The hon. gentleman
knew very well that the amnesty
-ould not be granted by the Govern-
ment, that it could not be obtained
except by the sanction of the I mperial
Parliament. And the leader whose
phantom the hon member liked to
allude to as the great leader of the
French Conservatives of that time-
he alluded to Sir George Cartier-
declare.1-and the hon. gentleman had
not forgotten it-that it was of no use
tO attempt to obtain a full and com-
plete .amnesty; that he declared, in
words written under his own signa-
ture, that Riel was a murderer and
that no amnesty could extend to him.
Well, but were the party to blame?
If, on the one hand, this a.anesty was
promised to the knowledge of the hon.
member; if, during these three years,
he never thought proper to call upon
the one who made that promise,-
when, after that, they could not pos-
sibly, after the doclaration of Sir
George Cartier himself, who declared
that not only the amnesty could not
be granted, but that the pr>secution of
Riel should be proceeded with-when
the hon. member approved, or at least
never raised his voice when the prose-
Cution of Riel was brought on by the
riglit hon. leader and the hon. mem-
ber-when Riel was brought to trial,
when Lepine was brought to trial,when Riel was prosecu.ted for con-tumnacy and declared au outlaw,-he
was an outlaw andpronounced an out-
law by the Attorney-General Clark,Who was acting under the direction and
under the inspiration, and who had
been appointed by-who were theParty ?

Ma. NIASSON: Who appointed
Judge Wood ?

MR. LAFLAMME said Judge Wood
was merely carrying ont the instruc-
tions and the declaration of Sir George
Cartier himself. Sir George Cartier
said in positive terms that Riel must
undergo his trial under the la-ws of
Manitoba as they then stood; conse-
quently if Sir George Cartier's instruc-
tions were followed, what reason had
the gentlemen opposite to complain,
when the condition of opinion was such
that it would have been more than
madness to 'call upon the people, whose
feelings had been irritated -

MR. MASSON: By whom ?
MR. LAFLAMME: By the declar-

ation of Sir George Cartier himself,
who declared it to be a foul murder.
How was it possible, after Sir George
Cartier had declared to the whole
Dominion of Canada that this man had
committed a murder for which no in-
demnity could be granted, to obtain
from the representatives of the
Dominion of Canada, a great majority
of whom were conceded to be friends
and fellow-countrymen of this man
Scott,-was it reasonable, would it
have been rational for any man having
at heart the freedom even, and the
amnesty of these men, to call upon
these gentlemen, who were in that
condition of mind, and who were con-
vinced, as Sir George Cartier declared,
that i t was a foul murder to vote a full
and complete amnesty ? No. Under
these circumstances it was the wisest
course, and it was in that state of feel-
ing an act of forbearance and generosity
on their part to consent to an amnesty
with the conditions under which it was
obtained at that time. He would jnst
refer the hon. member to two or three
passages of Sir George Cartier's letter,
wbich was in the Appendix No. 6.

Ma. MASSON: What is the date of
the letter ?

MR. LAFLAMME said the date of
the letter was the Sth of February,
1873.

" I have much pleasure in enclosing you a
note frotu Lord Liegar, of yesterday, in
which he states exactly what passed between
him and Father Ritchot in my preence om
the 19th May. He made no promise of any
atnnesty. He merely stated be would ,net
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fail to forward to Her Majesty the petition for
an anuesty to which Father Ritchot alluded.
Bear ii. mind that with Father Ritchot and
the Archbishop, I always took the saine
ground we both did, namely, that the ques-
tion of annesty was not for our decision, but
for the Queen and Imperial Governent."
There Sir George Cartier declared that
no amnesty was ever promised. Hie
referred to the memorandum, document
131, page 173, the French version.

" The principal, and indeed the only difli-
culty which presents itself to the undersigned
as being in the way of Ber Majesty in being
pleased to grant a general amnesty in favour
of those parties concerned in the disturbance
at Red River, during the period stated in the
petition, is the unfortunate shooting of
Thomas Scott, under a pretended sentence
of a court-martial, in the eve and letter of the
law illegally organized by the Provisional
Governinent.

" No one, outside of the circle of the diffi-
culties existing for sone time in the Red
River Settlement, can come to any other
coi clusion than that the shooting ei Scott,
without speaking of the illegality, was, to
say the leaz-t of it, an act of excessive abuse
of power, and of cruel brutality ; but, to well
appreciate the character of the deed, one
must, as it were, transport oneself into the
midst of the excited conununity at the time
the deed was perpetrated, and jiîust consider
well the habits and current of thought of
that commnrunity, and also consider well the
links in the chain of illegal events which
unfortunately took place fbr several nonths
before the perpetration of the deed."

" It was an excessive abuse of au-
thority and cruel brutality," those were
the terms in which he characterised
the deed. Then in the same memo-
randum at page 177, he said :

"I Ater the above preliminaries, the under-
signed can better appreciate in its true
aspect the position of Riel and lis co.actors
in the shooting of the poor man Scott.
There is not the least doubt that, in the eve,
and according to the letter of the EnglIsh
criminal law, Riel and his co-actors can beindicted not only for high treason, levyino, of
war and rebellion against Her Majesty, %ut
also for the crime of inurder of the untortu-
nate inan Scott in furtherance of that rebel-lion. It is obvious, bowever, that Riel andhie co-actors can be tried for these highcrimes only before the ordinary tribunal and
under the jury system' now prevailing in the
Red River settienent."
There he declared that Riel could be
brought to trial not only for high trea-
son, but for the crime of murder of
the unfbrtunate Scott. Now, he knew
that the hon. gentleman would not
have brought up this subject only in a
a moment of excitement.

MR. LAPLAMME.

MR. MASSON: No, no!
MR. LAFLAMME said that really

the proposition which the hon. gentle-
man tried now to insinuate that this
Government ought to have given a full
amnesty under those circumstances,
was answered by the fact in such a way
that no rational being in Lower
Canada would pretend that the Gov-
ernment under those circumstances
could have done more than they did.
Now, with respect to O'Donoghue,
the fact was established beyond all
doubt at that time by the Archbishop
himself, that he had no mnterest what-
ever in the country. He came there
as a Fenian invader, and he turned
traitor to his associates and accused
them; and after he had left the country
be. (Mr. Laflamme) heard the hon.
gentleman himself state in this House
that the letter he had written under
the circumstances for which he claimed
to obtain bis indemnity was a tissue of
falsehoods. The letter was a direct
accusation of Riel and all the other
parties, accusing them of the murder
of Scott, and exonerating himself from
ail responsibility in that deed. An
exception was made against O'Don-
oghue on account of bis lhaving
brought in an element whiche did not
have justification and protection and
the righ tî which the other parties con-
nected with the rebellion had ; the
exception was made temporarily, and
it had been since removed. Certainly
there was no reason to say that he was
in a btter position, or should be in a
better position than the other parties,
and that the indemnity should be
more favourable to' him than to the
other parties, who certainly ought to
have been thankful, and were thank-
fui, because the cry made as to the in-
sufficiency of that amnesty was raised
by none of the parties directly inte-
rested, but raised for political purposes
only in the Province of Quebeo, where
now the matter was so dead that it
could not be resuscitated to any advan-
tage whatever in favour of the hon.
gentlemen on that side of the Hoeuse.
Ie would now say a few words in an-
swer to the hon. member's accusation
of having traduced Sir George Cartier
about the acquisition of the North-
West, and that the Liberal party were
opposed to everything like progres
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This he absolutely contradicted. The
mode of the acquisition of the North-
West was contested, and was debate-
able; but as to the deriial of the advan-
tage of colortization in that part of the
Dominion of Canada, that never was
the subject of dispute amongst either
Liberals or Conservatives in Lower
Canada. It was no more disputed
than the Grand Trunk Railway, as it
was exposed ; no more than the Pacifie
Railway scheme, which was contested,
disputed, and criticised; but the ne-
cessity of developing the resources of
the country by opening thorobghfares
and highways and railways was never
contested or disputed by the Liberal
party in Lower Canada. He should
not follow the hon. gentleman through
all the insinuations he made about the
changes in the leadership of the
Liberal party in Lower Canada. He
would be content with stating what
his hon. colleague, the Minister of
Inland Revenue, had stated. It was a
misfortune, no doubt, that the gentle-
man who had so well, so successfully,
and so independently led the Liberal
party in Lower Canada should have
disappeared; but whilst he was in the
administration of affairs he never
heard, and no one had ever heard. such
flatttering compliments as had been
uttered since he withdrew from the
political scene. He never would have
been thought worthy at Conservative
hands to be entilled even to a seat in
the Superior Court; ho was always
considered such an inferior man, a man
unworthy of any confidence, that ho
would not even have had the paltry
offer of a judgeship in the Superior
Court by the Conservative party.
Now, as he had disappeared from the
scene, bis merit was known, and he
was the greatest man that ever lived.
(Cries of " No, no.") Probably if ho
could hear the univorsal expression of
Opinion whieh came from his former
enemies and hi% former traducers, he
maight perhaps bu induced to corne andtake hold again of the party which
Was .no moIO to be constituted of afraction, but would be -constituted-if
they could belleve in the sincority of
the eulogium of the hon, gentleman
oPposite--not only of a section of theParty in Lower Canada, but of theWhole Provilnce of Quebec. But unfor-

tunately the tbing was impossible.
Meanwhile, those who had succeeded
him, had inherited the misfortune of
the abuse, which must be entailed upon
all who had the misfortune to be op-
posed to the hon. gentlemen opposite;
but so far, he must certainly make an
exception in favour of the hon. member
for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson), who
seemed to have left out entirely the
habits of those who had been up to
this time directing all the political
discussions of his party. Bis tone and
remarks had been so far of a perfectly
gentlemanlike character. Gentlemen
had spoken as if they had discarded
entirely any connection with questions
of religion in polities. Even the hon.
member for the county of Hochelaga
(Mr. Desjardins), who had traded
on religion, and actually lived
on religion, had just declared
that politics had nothing to do
with religion, and that . it was the
Liberal party of Lower Canada who
had made an appeal to religions feel-
ings, and who wished to enlist the hier-
archy and the religious instinct on their
side. It might be so in the eyes of the
bon. gentleman, but there was one fact
which every one in Quebec knew, and
which every one in the Dominion knew,
that the Conservative party of the Pro-
vince of Quebec had made of every
question for ten years a religions ques-
tion. Every political question was
chara'eterised on one side as a holy
question; and on the opposite side,
t hose who contested it, who denied
the truth of it, ivere put down as infi-
dels and as people who had no other
object in view but the subversion of
everything that was sacred; and reli-
gion, order and society were to be
completely upset if the Liberal party
was allowed to reach the Treasury
Benches. This was theprinciple upon
which the politics of the country in the
Province of Quebec had been treated.
There never was, to his knowledge. one
contested election in any part, where
there was a warm contest, where the
clergy, and the prems which denomina-
ted the mselves the organs of the elergy,
did not declare that no man could vote
eonscientiously, and compromised bis
eternal salvation, if he did not support
the Conservatives. This was the gen-
oral tone and mode of discussion of
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politicF. There was even in that very
paper which was published by the hon.
member fer Hochelaga (Mr.Desjardins)
discussions without end on the danger
of Parliamentary institutions. If his
theory had been adopted, they should
have had a Parliament flouse to let;
no Parliament was necossary. This was
the doctrine that was promulgated and
given out to the people as the only
true doctrine which men were bound
to believe, not am a political principle,
not in the interest of their material
welfare, but in order to protect their
eternal interests. lie knew some-
thing of it by experience ; he had been
the victini of it to a certain extont;
and he was happy to see a better tone
,and different ideas springing from the
gentlemen on the opposite side. le
would refer to a document which it wap
pleasant to hear. The hon. member
for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton) might,
but for his part he never would have
alluded to such a thing as clerical
or religious questions interfering with
politics and being rnixed up with poli-
tics. Notwithstanding, they found
this in the judgment of the Supreme
Court, which was a public document,
regarded now as one of the precedents
to be hereafter looked to, and probably
as a historical record to show what
progress we bave made. It appeared
at page 190 ot the Supreme Court
reports:-

"It appears, in fact, that through one Mr.
Onésime Gauthier, the respondent, the Hon.
Mr. Langevin was invited to come and solicit
the votes of the electors, of the county of
Charlevoix; that gentleman replied that lie
would not accept the candidature except
pon the condition that the support of the

clergy of the county was assured to him.
Mr. Gauthier assured hiniself of the good
feeling of the several curés in the county, and
upon the report which lit made to the re-
spondent, the latter accepted and entered
upon his electoral canpaign ; be met with
and visited the curés; at a public meeting the
respondent-declared that the members of the
clergy were favourable to him, and that the
electors should listen to the voice of their
pastor; and at Eboulemnents, in the presence
of the r sponlent, one Mr. Gosselin, vicar of
the parish, publicly declared that all tue
clergy supported the respondent, and had
unanmmou-ly selected hiim as their candidate.
Taking 5,s a sequence of all this, the sermons
which a large numuber of those curés delivered
frorn the pulpit, denoumei.g Mr. Tremblay
and his pollical party. evidently with the
niew of favouring the avowed and well-

MRt. LAFLAMME.

known candidature of the respondent, it is
indubitable that that gentleman is respon-
sible for the consequences of the conduct of
those curés,. if the evidence shows on their
part the exercise of undue influence provided
for by the electoral law.

" Let us remark here that the law does
not require that the agencv should be estab-
liphed by means of a written or even of"a
verbal authoritv; it is inferred from the
relations of the' parties-fron the bona fide
sup port which the agent affords to the can-
didate with the sincere view of ensuring his
election."

Here is what is stated, quoted in the
judgment, and given as evidence:-

"I met Mr. L.ngevin in nany parishes,
and in each of his speeches he invariablr
spoke of the clergy, stating that the electors
were obliged to obey the voice of their pastor,
and answer to the call of the bishops or of
the bishop, for I took a note of that expres-
sion at St. Agnes, held at Mr. Joseph
M'Nicolls', ' that he had the unanimous
support of the clergy of the county;' and
when, at Eboulements, the truth of this was
questioned, the vicar, Mr. Gosselin, from the
garret window of his parsonage, asserted, in
the presence of Mr. Langevin, that he was
certain M. Langevin had the support of all
the curés in the county; that at St. Fidèle he
stated the sane thing as to the unanimous
support of the clergy. At St. Agnes, Mr.
Langevin said ' the electors must obey the
powerful voice of the clergy? I noted the
expression. The notes I took were in writ-
ing.

MR. BLANCHET Who is the
party that gives that evidence ?

MR. LAFLAMiE: It is taken froin
the notes of 1 he judgment rendered by
the Supreme Court.

MîR. BLANCHET: Who is the
witness ?

MR. LAFLAMME: Mr. Tremblay.
It was undisputed and undenied.

MR. BLANCHET: That is enough.

Mn. LAFLA MME continued to read
from the judgment of the Supreme
Court, as follows:

" Here, then, we have the respondent,
before deteriniing to run the election, stipli-
lating inter alia that he should have the
support of the clergy ; and on receiving fron'
the gentlemen who asked him to run, and
who, he understood, had goue into the
county and had met at Baie St. Paul a cer
tain numaber of the priests of the county, the
assurance that he would bave their support,
he accepts the candidature, and after sucb
acceptance goes himself into the county,
calls on al] the clergy, talks with them
anout the election, and, no doubt, from bis
testimony, received confirmatory assursances
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of their favour and support; and at public
meetings promulgated the fact that the clergy
favoured and desired his candidature, and
publiclY proclaimed to the people that they
should listen to and obey the voice of the
clergy."
This was not an exceptional case, ËIis
hon. friends upon the other side of the
louse knowing as well as he did that

this was one of the many instances of
elections carried by the alliance in
favour of the Conservative party by
the tyranny, activity, and energetic
influence of the clergy in the Province
of Quebec.

MR. MASSON: How do you account
for that; I judge the communists are
for Vou ?

MR. LAFLAMME said that some
communists came there and were
sent back. They were brought by
the Conservatives and sent back by
the Liberals to purify society. le
would leave to botter hands the duty
of dealing with the objections whieh
the hon. gentlemen of the Opposition
made with respect to Protection and
the absolute want of legislation men-
tioned in the Speech, to put an end to
the insolvencies which have occurred
so frequently throughout the Domin-
ion, to restore trade, to bring back
ship-building not otily in the Province
of Quebec but in the other Provinces.
le believed it was almost crime on
the part of hon. gentlemen opposite to
lave left the country so long in that
unfortunate state of depression. The
Government had attempted to restore
it to prosperity. If they would only
show a plan by which even this con-
tinuifig depression could be terminated
le Was ready to support it. He was
ready-he was more than that- he
would give the hon. mem ber for Terre-
bone (Mr. Masson) his support with
the greatest pleasure in the world if
he could show with any hope of suc-eess, by any possible legislation, to
bring back not only the fbrmer pros-
perity of the country but terminate
the pres6nt distress, and show that the
country was returning to that pros-
Perity whieh had rapidly disappeared
s uee the late Government had left theTreasury benches. That was an act
Which certainly would be patriotic on
their. Part, to at least indicate the
course to be taken; and he was certain,

if thev desired a reaction, they could
depend upon it that the moment they
should show this, if members on the
Government side of the flouse refused
to accept and follow such valuable in-
struction, hon. gentlemen opposite
were sure to have a greater reaction
than ever appeared in any country ;
and if they were not brougbt back to
power, notwithstanding their previpus
commissions and omissions, it will be
singular. But unfortunately, the re-
action whieh was so much spoken of
was a reaction which was more ap-
parent than real, and which would
certainly not take place when the
electors were put in possession of the
whole facts regarding the conduct of
the Administration. The result
would be not a reaction in
favour of the Conservative party, but
in favour of those who had honestly
administered the affairs of the country;
the reaction which had been spoken
of should be entirely on the other side.
He would recall to the bon. member
from Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) a fable
of La Fontaine, a translation of which
he had never seen in English. It was
the fable of the donkey which carried
the relies. La Fontaine, who was a
very good Catholic, mentions a don-
key, which having been used for very
modest )urposes, was employed one
day to carry relics, and he found it very
extraordinary how well ho was re-
ceived and tieated. Everybody was
bowing as he passed along, and he
thought he had become someihing
extraordinary; ho flattered himself of
his great success. When, after having
deposited his relies, the boys came and
threw stones and treated him as usual,
the animal found he was nothing but
what ho had been before-

Mu. MASSON-A donkey ?
MR. LAFLAMME: A doikoy. In

mentioning the anecdote ho did so
without making any comparison ho-
tween the present political parties.
But he intended to refer to the in-
fluences which hon. gentlemen op-
posite had used. They had had the
advantage of influences which he hoped
would not be again exercised, for he
understood the hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) to have expressed
regret that politics and religion should
have gone together.
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MR. MASSON: I said 1 regretted to
see that polities and religion must
interfere, and I say the same now. It
is a disgrace. and I hope this disgrace
will cease il our Provinces, and this
will bring the reaction of which I
spoke.

MR. LAFLAMME said that another
accusation which the hon. gentleman
has 'brought against the Liberal party
was that its leaders had taken advan-
tage of the position given them by the
confidence of the people in order to
place themselves in comfortable situ-
ations; that the hon. the late Attorney
General of the Dominion, the Hon. Sir
Antoine Aimé Dorion, the Chief
Justice of the Court of Appeals of
Quebec, did abandon the party at a
most critical moment, as also the Hon.
Mr. Fournier; and the hon. member for
Terrebonne believed that ought not to
be tolerated, and that it was the cause
of the present reaction which is mani-
fest in the Province of Quebec. But
the hon. gentleman forgets that since
Confederation the Conservative party
had taken into their ranks and to the
Ministerial benches, St. Narcisse Bel-
leau, who was appointed a Governor;
Hon. Wm. Macdougall, who was ap-
pointed a Governor.

Ma. MASSON : Sir Narcisse Bel-
leau never was a Minister of the
Dominion.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the list also
included Hon. W. P. Howland, ap-
poiited Governor of Ontario; Sir
.Edward Kenny, Administrator of
Nova Scotia; Mr. Morris, appointed a
Judge and then a Governor; Mr.
Archibald, appointed a Governor; Mr.
Howe, appointed a Governor; Mr.
Tilley, appointed a Governor; Mr.
Hugh Macdonald, appointed a Judge ;
Mr. Dunkin, appoint ed a Judge. Be-
fore Confederation, caser were of fre-
quent occurrence, among the nuinbor
being those of Mr. Draper, Mr. Moran,
Mr. Morrison, Mr. Vankoughnet and
Mr. Spence, who was appointed Col-
lector of Castoms. All these gentle-
man were taken from the Treasury
benches.

Ma. TtUPPER: No ; Mr. Archibald
was not. Hle was a private member
of the House when appointed.

Ma. LAFLAMME.

MR. L AFLAMME : I speak subject
to correction. I am told positively
he was a member. If you compare
the list there are no less than ten since
Confederation and six before.

MR. MASSON: How many in
L ower Canada.

Mit. LAFLAMME : I do not know
how many in Lower Canada.

Ma. MASSON: Not one.
Ma. LAFLAMME said they pro-

bably did not consider the position
worthy of being held. They enjoyed,
the sweets of office rather than the
position of a judge. Every one knew
that the late Sir George Cartier would
never have thought for a moment of
taking the position of a judge, because
he considered the position which he
held in the country as a leading poli-
tician and having power in his hands
was superior, as he was confident no
one could take it from him, and that
position was to his active mind better
suited te him than the quiet retired
life of a judge on the bench. From
Lower Canada there wore Mr. Chris-
topher Dunkin, who was appointed a
judge, and Sir Narcisse Belleau, who
was appointed a Governor.

MR. MASSON: -He never was a
Dominion Minister.

Ma. LAFLAMME said the objection
ho made to the hon. gentleman's con-
sistency with respect to the amnesty
also applied to the question of Protec-
tion. He had become a consistent and
worthy follower of hon. gentlemen
opposite. During all that time he was
perfectly satisfied with the fiscal
policy of the Government. There never
was a question raised as to-
15 per cent. being the highest tarif
imposed. There never was a propo-
sition urged by hon, gentlemen oppo-
site in the interests of the Province of
Quebec, which hon. members oppo-
site seemod to think had been so much
in need of a proper system of protec-
tion, in favour of protection during the
time the hon. gentlemen were in office-
The tariff of the late Government
was esteemed by hon. gentlemen oP-
posite a model tariff, and required no'
modification. Since this Administre-
tien came into power there had been
an addition of 21 per cent. Was that
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ýenough, or was it not enough? This
was certainly more than the Conserva-
tives had ever given to the manu-
facturers of the Dominion, and we
had at the present moment a more
protective system than when hon. gen-
tlemen opposite were at the head of
affairs. They cried for protection only
when they werc out of office, and he
was positive-for he had too much
confidence in their intelligence, the
learniing of the gentlemen of the other
side to think otherwise-that if they
were managing the affairs ofthe coun-
try they would not attempt to intro-
duce a more protective system than
the one that exists. It would be
utterly impossible to obtain the rev
enue, and to protect at the same time
the manufacturing interests beyond
the amount for which they were pro-
tected to-day. The hon. member for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin') had spoke
of the disasters to the eountry,
and referred to the failuire of
one of those manufacturers who sup-
ported the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue in Quebec. That gentleman
was a boot and shoe manufacturer. If
all the boot and shoe manufacturers in
the counti-y were to-day asked if they
required more protection, not one
would reply in the affirmative. It was
not the want of protection that had
brought disaster on the boot and shoe
manufacturers, but rather the over-pro-
tection, for there had been more boots
-and shoes manufactured than the
Canadian market-which was our only
market-could consume, and it was
found that the manufacturers could
supply the requirements of five times
the present population of the country.
Having no other n.arket but that of
Canada, they must limit their opera-
tions, and when they multiply their
stocks too largely they must cease. At
present, manufacturers had 17j per
cent. duty to protect their manutc-
ture, and the difference between the
freight and the commissions raised the
alount virtually to 20 per cent. pro-
teetion to manufictures in this country,20 per cent. the consumer had to
pay for the luxury of having a
-lanufactory in the neighbourhood.The maanufacturers which required
mflore than 20 per cent. protectionnyere not legitimate manufacturers;

their labour was not prodictive and
they cannot contribute to enrich or
develop the resources of this country.
That subject would, however, be better
treated by abler men than himself on a
subsequent occasion. lie had never
found, as the hon. gentlemen had given
the House to understand, that all those
who belonged to the National party
were protectionists. There never was
any such question mooted in the Party
National, and the idea expressed by
the hon. member for Charlevoix
(Mr. Langevin) of the principle. laid
down in the programme of that party
and the declaration that they required
more facilities to enter into commercial
treaties with other countries, certainly
could not establish the principle that
from laying down that plank in the
platform, the party insisted on and
required protection. The question of
protection, however, was Incidental
Protection. It could never be made
the absolute question of dividing parties.
There were gentlemen on the other
side of the House who were Free-traders,

,while there were some on the Gov-
ernment side who were Protectionists;
but every man would admit that there
could be but one interest, and
that was to find out what was really
the best polcy for the development
and prosperity of the country. He
believed the tariff, such as it was, and
the rates, such as they were, for the
protection of manufacturers, were
sufficient. Some of the ablest writers
for the protective system had of late
completely changed their minds. He
took as an example, the representative
organ of the Protectionist party in
Montreal, the Gazette, whose editor
was certainly one of the ablest writers
on that side of the tariff question. He,
nevertheless, had accepted the decision
of the Dominion Board of Trade,
which has always been held up by
the gentlemen on the other side as
being the only competent judges in
matters of trade, because they hap-
pened to approve the policy of the
Government in former days, they had
however come back-and they were
representative men of their class-and
at their last meeting they declared
that the free tariff was the tariff re-
quired of this country, that it required
no alteration, and that the protection
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given was sufficient. Now, probably,
hon. mnembers on the other side would
declare that the Dominion Board of
Trade had lost its influence and could
not understand the question as it did in
previous years when they thought
proper to bring forward a condemna-
tion of the polities of the Liberal
party.

Mit. MOUSSEAU moved the ad-
journment of thedebate.

Motion agreed to.
House adjdurned at

Fifteen minutes after
Twelve o'clock.

110 USE 0F COMMONS.

Tuesday, 12th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

PIAYERS.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY'S SPEECH.

The Ilouse resumed the considera-
tion of lHis Excelleney's Speech at the
opening of the Session.

MR. MOUSSEAU said the hon.
gentlemen opposite had now been in
power for almost the space of five
years; their term of office was drawing
to a close, and this Session was the last
of the present Parliament. These
hon. gentlemen had presented the
House with a bill of fare which con-
tained nothing at all-in effect it set
forth this fact itself. The House had
been merely called together for the
transaction of ordinary business, and
nothing of an extraordinary nature,
nothing of any importance was pro-
posed to be done. No assistance was
to be extended to the country suffering
under general commercial depression;
in fine, nothing whatever was to be
done. Of course, the Huse, as well as
the country was very seriously dis-
satisfied with this programme and the
Speech from the Throne. With re-
gard to the Address which was moved
in reply, he considered that it was the
duty of every member to inform the
House in what manner he looked upon
the policy pursued by the Ministry.

MR. LAFL AMME.

They would tell the Administration
they had done nothing. It was true,
that bankruptcies and commercial dis-
asters existed throughout the country,
but nevertheless, the Ministry had done
nothing. They had not made use of
the means at their disposa], either in
the direction of protecting our indus-
tries or of reducing the publie debt or
of diminishing the public expenditure.
What was the answer received by hon.
members on making these statements?
It was always the same, viz :-that
the leader of the Opposition, his hon.
friend from Kingston, had pursued the
same policy; and that the Conserva-
tives had done the same thing when in
possession of power. Well, he thought
that the country was beginning
to be disgusted with this reply;
the hon. gentlemen opposite had not
attained office to live on the past career
ot the Conservatives, or on the past
faults or blunders of the (onservative
party. They obtained office in order
that they might live their own life and
exemplify by their deeds, their acts,
their measures and their reforms, the
famons reform principles of which
they had heard so much. Nevertheless,
these hon. gentlemen hesitated, or re-
fused altogether to put those principles
into practice. If hon. members would
closely examine the five years which
had elapsed since the hon. gentlemen
opposite had taken offlce, hon. mem-
bers would find that the legislation
presented to the louse and the coun-
try by these hon. gentlemen was
almost nil, such legislation as increased
the burden of taxation, and the expen-
ses and the publie debt in addition,
excepted. The only measure of any
importance which these hon. gentle-
men had passed was one which he was
glad to say he had opposed most strel-
uously,-the establishment of the
Supreme Court. This was the onlY
measure, properly speaking, that had
been submitted to Parliament during
their five years of office by these hon.
gentlemen. Now, he had aiways under-
stood-and so history taught thenm
with respect to all other countries-
that when new men reached office, it
was not to secure fat situations and
sinecures for themselves, nor to plaY
the role of place-hunters and office-
seekers, but because they were pre-
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