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Fund was less than thirty-eight hundred dol-
lars, and consisted entirely of voluntary sub-
scriptions from members of the Reform party ;
and I say furtber, I have no doubt whatever
that this was the only General Election Fund
of the Reform party for the Province of On-
tario at the said General Election of 1872 ; as
I never heard of the existence of any other
such fund, and had any such existed I am sure
I must have known it.

" 27. I say that the said fund was raised for
the purpose of promoting the success of the
Reform party in various constituencies at said
election, by defraying the travelling expenses
of public speakers, by printing and circulating
political documents, by assisting to pay the
egal and necessary expenses of candidates

unatle to bear the lawful expenses of election
contests, and by aiding in similar necessary
and lawful expenditures.

"28. I say that no part of the said fund was
asked or contributed for corrupt or any other
illegal or immoral purpose; that those who
appurtioned it paid out no part thereof for
corrupt or any other illegal or immoral pur-
pose; and that, so far as I know and believe,
no portion of the money was applied to any
such purpose by those to whom it was appor-
tioned.

'' 29. I say that the letter written by me on
15th August, 1872, to the Hon. John Simpson,
requesting him to subscribe to the said Gene-
ral Election Fund, and which was commented
upon by Mr. Justice Wilson in bis judgment of
29th J une, 1876, was one out of either three or
four similar letters written by me to personal
and political friends; that no other such let-
ter, and no other letter of any descriptiou,
was written by me requesting subscriptions to
the said General Election Fund of 1872, or to
any other political purpose at that election ;
that I have no knowledge of any letters hav-
ing been written by anybody requesting sub-
scriptions to the said fund, except the said
three or four which were written by me, and 1
do not believe that any were written.

" 30. I say that the Hon. John Simpson did
not contribute anything to the said General
Election Fund in response to my letter, or in
any other way, and that the entire amount
sent or received in response to the said three
or four letters written by this deponent was
either $122 or $123. And I say further that
the largest amounat I hoped to receive from Mr.
Simpson in response to my letter was $100.

''31. I say that my said letter to the Hon.
John Simpson was not written for corrupt pur-
poses-was not written to interfere with the
freedom of elections--and was not an invita-
tion to anybody to commit the offence of brib-
ery and corruption at the polis. I say that it
was, on the contrary, simply an application
for a reasonable subscription from a member of
the Reform party towards maintaining the
efficiency of bis political party, and thereby
promoting the cause of good government.

" 32. I say that the urgent tone of my said
letter to Mr. Simpson arose from the fact that
in making preliminary arrangements in regard
to a Liberal candidate to represent the East
Riding of the City of Toronto, in which we
anticipated (and rightly anticipated, as the
event proved) a very bot contest, it became
necessary to give a promise that the sum of
$500 would be contributed from the said Gene-
rai Elcction Fund to the actually necessary
and lawful expenses of the Liberal candidate
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in that Riding; that this promise was givenby me on behalf of myself and others; thatwhen the time came for its fulfilment the
General Election Fand had been exhausted
and a special effort bad to be made to provile
the said sum of $500 or break faith. 1 say that
the said amount not baving been forthcomin
I paid it from my own fuands in order to fulij
my promise, the balance between the said sum
of $122 or $123 received as aforesaid being a
personal contribution by me to the said fund
And I further say that the said sum of $5
was the only apportionment of so large an
amount made to any constituency from the
said General Election Fund; that the next
highest sum given was either $250 or $300
and that the balance of the $3,700 composing
the fund was apportioneu in sumo varying
from $20 to $200.

'' 33. I say that the 'grand stand to be made
on Saturday' at the East Toronto election
spoken of in my said letter to Mr. Simpson,
referred to the thorough organization of the
W4rd Committees, and the systematic arran-
ments for bringing up promptly and fully e
voters for the Liberal candidate, and the vigi.
lant exertions at the polils to detect and pre-
vent the admission of fraudulent votes. The
'big push' spoken of in the said letter had
the same meaning."

I believe I need not apologise to the
House for having taken up their time,
for I think there is not more than one
hon. member who would desire to pie.
vent an absent man from having justice
done him.

MR. McCALLUM moved the ad-
journment of the debate.

Motion agreed to and Debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes tO

Twelve o'clock

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 14th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYBRs.

ADDRE;S IN ANSWER TO IfiS
EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH.

The House resumed the consideratiOs
of His Excellency's Speech at the
opening of the Session.

Ma. McCALLUM said that in the
few remarks which he should miake la
reply to the Address moved in repIyt
His Excellency's Speech from the
Throne, he would endeavour to confi"e
himself as far as possible to a fair CrI'
ticism of the Government's poli? 0r
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want of policy. Previous to doing so,
however, ne would comment brienfy
on statements which had fallen the day
previouS from the lips of the hon.
member for Lincoln (Mir. Norris).
That hon. gentleman said he did not
want any assistance from the Govern-
ment. He knew that the hon. member
was a very popular and very strong
man in his constituency; but, neverthe-
less, he had had assistance from the
Government. It cou4d not be other-
wise, and he would rot say that it
was illegitimate. In that part of the
country a large amount of money was
expended on public works by the Gov-
ernment of the day, and a large numb-
er of men were employed by the Gov-
ernment; and, consequently, it was no
matter for wonder that the county of
Lincoln, through the Government,
should return him to the flouse. The
hon. gentleman said he did not want
any Government assistance ; but the
truth was, they could not aid the hon.
gentleman, in fact the support of the
Government would be almost sufficient
to defeat the hon. gentleman in that
constituency-and why ? this was be-
cause the people of Lincoln were not
in accord with the Administration
respecting their trade policy. The hon.
menber was very strong and popular
in his county, but the Government was
not so, as the three elections that
had taken place in that constituency
proved. le claimed, and he would
endeavour to prove to the House and
the people of the country, that the

overnment had obtained the confi-dence of the people under false pre-tences. Let them look for a moment
ai what had formerly been the partycries of the hon. gentlemen opposite.
Wbat were they ? They were these-pure party Government, no coalition

eeonomy in all public expenditure,.otrol by Parliament over the ex-penditure of the people's money, inde-pe enee of Parliament, and the letting
1 'ntracts for public works to the

west ender without favouritism.
ie would not deal with all these ques-tions; but he would discuss some ofthet. The iSsues of the day were now
retty Wellbfore the country, and they
drbei n 8s placed before the people

during lat burnmer by hon. gentlemen
Sltting on both sides of the House.

He observed in the speeches delivered
by the hon. gentlemen opposite-and,
for instance, in the speech of the hon.
member for North Norfolk (Mr.
Charlton)-the declaration of the same
old cries: economy and purity. He
had endeavoured in the House to show
to the people of the country, as the re-
presentative of Monck, that these hon.
gentlemen had no claim to the practice
of economy. He would examine in
this relation the departmental expenses
of last year, and he contended that if
the Government could not control this
expenditure, made immediately in their
departments, it could not be expected
that this could be done by them else-
where. He would read over a few
items, and make a comparison between
such expenditure for 1873
and 1876,-the former being the
last year when Sir John A. Macdon-
ald's Government was in power.
The expenditure for the Governor Gen-
eral's Secretary's office in 1873 amount-
ed to 88,240; in 1876 these amounted
to $9,325, showing an increase of
$1,085. The salaries paid in the Privy
Council office in 1873 amounted to
$8,909, and in 1876 they were$11,250 ;
increase $2,341. In this manner he
could proceed to the end of the chap-
ter; that saine increase was visible in
every department. The expenditure
for the Department of Justice, which
had been for a long time presided over
by the hon. member for South Bruce,
was in 1873, $7,967; in 1876 it was
$12,700 increase-$4,735. le was aware
that the late Minister of Justice had
stated at T9eswater that he (Mr.
Blake) had saved moncy to the cour,-
try and retrenched the expenditure for
his Department. He (Mr. McCallum)
hoped that this was the case. It was
about time that such retrenchment
should be made; and if this had taken
place, it must have been due to the
criticism which had been passed in
this relation on the policy of the Gov-
ernment by members of the Opposition.
It was announced that a saving in
expenditure for cab hire had been
effected, and the country ought to
rejoice thereat. But it might be that
some of the work which had been
formerly done in this Department had
been transferred over to some other
one, necessitating the same amount of
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expenditure. The expenses connected
with the Department of the Secretary
of State for 1873 were $28,054; for
1876 they were $28,730, increase $676.
The expenses for the Department of
the Minister of the Interior in 1873
were $15,206; in 1876 they were
$37,030, increase $21,824, and these
increases were paid out of the pockets
of the people and the resources of this
country. He had taken these figures
from the Public Accounts. As to the
Department of Militia and Defence,
he did not know but that the new
Minister of War might retreneb its
expenditure, but no such thing had
been done by the late Minister ; in
1873 the expenditure for this Depart-
ment amounted to S29,366; in 1876
it amounted to $33,750, increase, $4,384.
The expenses for the Receiver Gen-
eral's Department-the duties of the
Receiver General, he would remark by
the way, must be very arduous-were
in 1873, $15,418, and in 1876, $16,825;
increase, $1,407. The expenditure of
the Finance Department in 1873 was
$41,690,and in 1876, $52,050 ; increase,
$10,360. In the Customs Department
the expenditure in 1873 amounted to
821,027, and in 1876 to $24,550 ;
increase, $3,523. The expenditure for
the Inland Revenue Department was
in 1873, $15,977, and in 1876, $20,830 ;
increase, $4,853. Other departmen-
tal expenditures were as follows:-
Public Works Department, 1873,
$37,124 1876, $45,534 increase,
$8,410. Marine and Fisheries, 1873,
$16,436; 1876, $23,060 -increase,
$6,624. Department of Agriculture,
1873, $22,240; 1876, $2 6,455-increase,
$4,015. Post Office Department,1873,
$65,743 ; 1876, $82,445-increase,
$16,702. He also found a large increase
in the contingencies item besides. He
could proceed in this manner through-
out the public service. Ali the other
facts, as to expenditure, were in keep-
mng with those which he had men-
tioned. The same thing was true
of the Government's adminstration
throughout the country, where three
men were employed to do two men's
work.

An HoN. MEMBER : This cannot
be so.

Ma. McCALLUM : This was a fact.
MI. MCCALLUM.

Addres.

He never desired to state anything
which he did not believe to be correct
to the House. He would refer to
another matter relating to the Pictou
and Truro Branch Railway, N.S. It
was known that a resolution had for.
merly passed the House according to
which this railway was to be given to
a company on certain conditions, but
what did they find to have taken
place last year ? In the interim,
and before the bill had passed the
House, to confirm this arrangement,
the Government had expended some-
thing like $300,000 in order to relav
this road with steel rails, and then haud-
ed it over to the company without
taking the House into their confidence.
He felt satisfied that more had been
done in this regard _han had been
known, and that the Government was
anxious to bury and put out of the way
that monument of their folly,-the
piles of steel rails which were now
rusting in this country; but he had
not for a moment thought that the
Administration would give away tbe
amount of $300,000 for steel rails and
for repairs to the ferry and wharves at
New Glasgow.

An HoN. MEMBER : What did they
do with the old iron ?

MR. McCALLUM: What had the
Government done with tlie old iron?
That was the question. He must saY
this, that at the timo the resolutins in
question were before the Hlouse, and
when the Government had taken auth-
ority to give away the old iron railS,
he had risen and stated that if such
power were bestowed upon the Admin-
istration, they would use it in order to
keep themselves in power; and the
hon. member for North Hastings (M"'
Bowell) had also then said the Go'
ernment should not be clothed with
any such authority. H1e (Mr. McCal
lum) had further declared that the
then proposition of the Goverment was

wrong in principle, and that the 1l"'
would find it would be wrong in prac
tice; and if he was to believe whatsa
peared in the press of tho country, ao
hon. member froni the Province Of
New Brunswick had stated ontter
hustings that he had receivedMainister,
from the hon. the Prime .tr
informing him that he (Mr. MaLckeÙzie)
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had sufficient old rails to lay what
is called the Central iRailway. And if,
what the press stated was correct, that
hon. gentleman had further said he had
made the bestowal of old rails condi-
tional with the hon. the Prime Minister
in return forlils support of the Admin-
istration. The predictions of his hon.
friend from North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell) and of himself, in this connee-
tion, had corne true. The Government
were using these old rails in order to
keep themselves in power, in lieu of
seling the rails to the benefit of the
people, who were taxpayers in this
country. le knew that his bon.
friend the member for North Norfolk
(Mr Charlton) was an authority re-
garding the trade of the United States,
and he (Mr Charlton) was a gentle-
man whomn he (Mr. McCallum) very
much respected. On a former occasior,
that hon gentleman had made a very
strong Protection speech in this House.
He was 'lot going to accuse the hon.
gentleman of having done anything
wrong in changing his opinion on this
question, for every man had a right to
change his opinion. But when this hon.
gentleman told them that the protec.
tionist policy of the Unitéd States,-
that great country to the south of us,which he might say was the country
of the hon gentleman's birth,-had been
extremely disastrous to that country,and further, that we should avoid copy-
ing that policy, he prefered by far to
take the dictum of the Secretary of
State for the United States on this
question, for this latter gentleman wasa much greater authority on that sub-
jet even than his hon. friend Mr.
Charlton. And what did Mr. Evarts
ay? tIn the first place, he would ask

how tbey were going to ascertain that
a People were prosperous? By whatneans were they to discover that adation was prosperous? This must be
dne by learning what had been their
Wnse of Population and of trade.Whatnwere the facts ? The hon. gen-dIa k(Mr. Charlton) had the other
perous .e House that the pros-
wasoth period of the United States
1850 a i 1d6which elapsed between
knew that 60. H.e (Mr. McCallum)
that time the United States were at
that his hoProsperous; but he thought

n. friend f rom Niagara (Mr.

Plumb) had knocked the pins from
under the feet of the hon. mem ber,
when he (Mr. Plumb) showed the
degree of protection which the United
States then enjoyed. What was the
fact as far as the United States were
concerned ? In 1850, twenty-seven years
ago, their exports amounted in value to
$136,941,912, and their imports to
$178,138,318, showing a balance of
$41,196,406 against them. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Charlton) in his
address to the House, had endea-
voured to convey the idea that the
United States had stood still, as far
as prosperity was concerned, for
seventeen years; and that the Uni ted
States were in a less prosperous con-
dition to-day than they were twenty-
seven years ago. In 1860, the exports
of the United States amounted in
value to $378,189,274 and the imports
to $362,166,252, showing a balance in
their favour at that time, it was true, of
$16,023,022; but his hon. friend had
sought to make the House believe that
the United States had not made any
progress since that time-seventeen
years ago. The fact was that in 1877,
the last fiscal year for which they had
returns, the exports of the United
States amounted to $658,637,457, and
the imports to $492,067,540, showing
a balance in favour of that country of
$166,539,917. How then could the
hon. member undertake to show that
the United States had remained in a
stationary condition? He thought he
could prove that the hon. gentleman
was mistaken in this respect. Inl860the
exports and imports of theUnited States
amounted in value to $740,355,526,
and in 1877 to $1,150,704,99 ,.
showing an increase for these seven-
te n years of over 50 per cent. and this
was the country that we should avoid
copying, and which was going to ruin.
They were asked to take the statement
of the hon. member on this subject
no matter what any other authority,
or what any member of the American
Government might say. The hon.
gentleman asked this House and the
people of this country to accept him
as their authority on that great
question. He (Mr. McCallum) de-
clined to do so. le would now
read the opinions of some eminent
men in the United States and sce
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what they said as far as Protection
to encourage the industries of the
people was concerned. H1e did not
advocate Protection for Protection's
sake. He maintained that the tariff
of this country should be levied so as
to encourage the industries of our own
people. He claimed that this should be
done. He would see what Mr. Evarts,
the Secrettsry of State for the United
States, stated. It was as follows: -

" Although there may be many signe of re-
viving industry, nu great and thoroughly felt
movement in this direction can be expected
until some comprehensive policy be adopted to
disenthrall the contracted sphere of American
trade. By this I do not mean that the indus-
trial interests of this country demand Free
Trade. I am fully advised and convinced by
correspondence, study and reflection, that this
theory is not a true one for this -country. The
first duty of a Government is the judicious
protection of the products of the capital and
labour of its own people. In our country, the
agricultural classes of the west, as well as the
manufacturing classes of the east, have a mu-
tual interest in the preservation and promotion
of home industry, for no one class of our peo-
ple can thrive long without the co-operation
of the productive labour of the other. As an
instance of the disadvantages of what is known
as Free Trade, in its radical sense, it is but
necessary to look to the deplorable condition
of the iron trade in Germany. The loss on last
year's operations amounts to $2,000,000 on a
capital of $75,000,000 in iron and steel com-
panies alone; and this, it is found, has disas-
trously affected other interests. Even such a
reliable English authority as the Iron and Coal
Trade Review, aliluding to the defeat of the bill
in the German Reichstag reimposing duties
upon iron and steel, admits that the iron trade
of Germany received a disastrous blow through
that action. lu France the value of the Pro-
tection policy is held. According to the report
of the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce,
there ls shown, against 3,907,000,000 francs of
exports and importe in 1859, 7,625,000,000
francs, the value of the same in 1874. The
same bas been the experience of Russia; and
according to a late communication from Min-
ister Layard, at Constantinople, the largest
share of the imbecility and poverty of the
Turkish people, as now demonstrated in the
condition of the empire in its struggle in the
existing war, is attributed solely to the edicts
in the interest of unqualified Free Trade. The
Free Trade system of England may have been
beneficial to the industrial interests of that
country; but with increased cost of material
and labour, sooner or later inevitable, the con-
ditions now favourable to such a policy will be
greatly modified.

" I cannot be willing to sacrifice the devel-
oping interests of my country to an abstract
idea. In regard to this protective system I do
not entertain the opinion that legislation of a
probibitory character would be a wise policy,
but Protection to the extent of guarding home
industry against ruinous foreign competition.
In the introduction of improved appliances in
the way of machinery, the cost of production
bas been lowered, so that, by a judicious en-
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couragement of American manufactures, thecompetition now being felt by foreigu ma.
factures from American articles will be greatlystrengthened and enlarged. Protection ar
Free Trad -are abstract terme, vague in meau.
ing, and but little understood. My View iý
that it is not Protection or Free Trade so mnej
as full trade that we require The vast re.
sources of our country need an outlet, a re
have recognized so disastrously during the pas
five years. Production is greater than ourhom
demands; and unless au outlet is found for
this excess we must still continue to feel the
depressing effects. It is the duty of the Gov.
ernment, as already intimated, to protect si,
classes-not only the manufacturers, but the
agriculturists and miners "
That was the authority that wasgiven
to this House. The policy of the
United States was to protect the
agriculturists of the country as well a
the manufacturing and mining in-
terests. Who did the House imagine
they would protect the people against?
Against the competition of the Cana.
dians, who were alongside of them. le
hoped that this Government woull
soon, at least, if they did not do it now,
re-arrange the tariff to meet this state
of things, or they would find to their
sorrow that they were doing injustiee
to the people. He agreed with the
hon. member for North Norfolk, when
he said that this country wanted a fair
field and no favour. He agreed with
him that it was very desirable that
there should be a fair field and no
favour. He asked no favours,. le

believed that the Canadian people
should have a fair field and no favour,
and they could compote in any branch
of business with any other people in
the world. He bolieved they were
economical and industrious; but he
would ask the hon. gentleman if theY
now got a fair field and no favour,
That was the question. HJe would
endeavour to prove to this HIous,
before he sat down, that they had nOt
got a fair field and no favour. e
thought he could show that the peopile
of this country, through the uniU6
trade relations between this colutry
and the United States, were loser t
the extent of $8,000,000 or $9,000O,0O
a year. lon. gentlemen migit say
that that could not be done; but ha
would endeavour to do it. Last yean
at least as far as ho had got the returnlâ
we sold the Americans $ 6,085,
worth, but of that, $1,475,330 went
under the Fisheries Treaty-it w
the product of the fisheries; therefor
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in making up this calculation, that
must be thrown out, so that there was

left $24,609,938. How much did it
cost the people of this country to take
adrautage of the United States market
to sell them that amount of goods ?
What was the tarif of the United
States? Ie held in his hand a state-
ment of the average of duty on all
goods going into the United States,-
tirst upon dutiable goods alone, and
aiso upon free and dutiable goods. It
was as follows.-

Dutiable.
Per Cent.

Free and Dutiable.
Per Cent.

1867........ 46 ........................... 42
1868......... 48 ................. 44
1869........ 47 . ......................... 42
1870......... 47 ........................ . 42
1871......... 43 ................. 38
1872........ 41 .......... ......... ....... 36
1873......... 38 ......... . ................ 26
1874........ 38 ................... 26
1875......... 40 ....... ............... . 28
1876. ... 44........ ......... 3

They sent from Canada free goods to
the United States, and they alse sent
dutiable goods. Taking a fair average,
let us see what it cost this country to
sell goods to the United States to the
amount of $24,609,938. According to
that tariff of 30 per cent., upon the
amount of goods sold to the United
States, this country paid a duty of
$7,318,981.40. Now look at the other
side of the question, and see how much
the United States paid-how much
money this country collected of the
'United States. This country bought
froma the United States $46,065 384 of
goods, and collected of them $4,104,487;
t't if we were to charge them at the
lane rate that they charged us, we
should have collected 13,819,615.20;
"0 that they had the advantage of thiscountry by the arrangement to theextent of $9,418,128. That was the
"ay the matter stood to-day; that wase Position that our country was

b11 with the United States. Was that
what tle hon,. member for Northiaork onsidered a fair field and noavour? He knew that hon, gentlemenweuld qay 4
exclude the you raise the duty andthe Americans, we will not getthe goods into the country." That
ta ajust what this country wanted. If.they did not take American goods into
toud couan the Canadian peopleOuptionThtare for their own con-ulnption. Tlis was another of the

questions that the Government would
have to meet at the polls. He did not
know that he should take up the time
of the House much longer, as that was
the principal point he wished to make.
fHe might, however, look back a littie
at the policy of this Government when
they were on the Opposition side or
the House-at least of the present men
in power-what they used to advocate
when they were on that side of the
House. Take their policy on the
Pacific Railway. What did the organ
of the party say in re férence to that ?
What was the policy of the organ of
that party-.which was their policy at
that time-as to the necessity of a rail-
way through British territory for the
development of its mighty and varied
resources? In an' article in the
Tôronto Globe, of the 3rd February,
1871, it was stated as follows:-

" 1. A Pacific Railway through British terri-
tory is a necessity, if the new Dominion is te
have anythinglike a fair chance of fulfilling its
destiny and developing its mighty and varied
resources.

" 2. The line through British territory must
be carried through, if British authority is te be
maintained on this continent, and our new
Dominion. made practically, as well as in
theory, a great fat.

"3. The desire of the Canadian people to
remain in connection with, and as an integral
portion -of, the British Empire, has its root in
something. stronger than either tradition or
romance, and te maintain this connection, they
are prepared to tnake great sacrifices; but, it sa
happens, that in this case the sacrifice would
have to be made and encountered, not by put-
ting through a costly lino of railway over
British territory, from the Atlantic to the Paci-
fic, but by.refraining from the work.

" 4. Politically it is a manifest ·and pressing
necessity, while commercially it is of the very
highest importance for Canada. In this way
alone can this country have any chance for her
fair share in the lucrative trade with the North-
West, which will assuredly spring up and in
the varied traffic with the Pacific world which,
to a great extent, wili pass through Canadian
territory, if once, what will be the shortest and
easiest route from ocean to ocean, is in work-
ing order.

I 5. Our rulers will be traitors te their
country and to British connections if they lose
a single season in making it practicable and
convenient for settlers te go to Fort Garry
through our own territory, and in putting
things in a fair way for the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

" 6. It is a question, net only of eonvenience
but of national existence. It must be purhed
through at whatever expense. We believe it
can be pushed through, not only without being
a burden pecuniarily upon Canada, but with an
absolute profit in every point of view. Without
such a line the great British North America
would turn out an unsubstantial dream ; with
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it, and with ordinary prudence and wisdom on
the part cf ber statesmen, it will be a great, a
glorious and inevitable reality."

That was the position of the organ of
the party in 1871. Had the bon. gen-
tlemen done anything to carry out
that policy? le would be sorry to
eay, with all their extravagance, that
they were traitors. He would not use
the lauguage that was foreshadowed
at that ti me; he dare not use it, and he
would not. But how did the matter
stand now ? They were little further
abead now, except in t he expenditure of
between three and four ûillions of
money in the survey of the road, than
they were in 1874. This question
would be discussed at the polls at the
next general election-there was no
doubt about that. H1e would leave
this question of the Pacifie Railway,
as he did not intend to detain the
Hiouse, right there, where the Toronto
Globe put it, when they said that any
Men that would lose a single year in
putting forward that work would be
traitors to their country and the
British connection. But there was
another question-that all public
works should be let by tender. This
Government had inaugurated a new
policy, as far as letting the public
works of this country by contract was
concerned. They had inaugurated the
eystem that a man must pay down five
per cent. on the whole outlay of the
contract before he could get any work,
which I consider injurious to the best
interests Of this country-in this way:
that a man who could raise five per
cent. of the money was almost well
enough off not to go into contracting
at ail. It gave the Government a
power that it should not have. It
gave it the power to discriminate in
favour of its friends, In the case of
friends they could take swamp lands
and railway stock well watered; but
if they were opponents of the Govern-
nment they must come down with the
hard cash. The way this used to be
done formerly, was, for the Gover-
ment to keep back fifteen per cent. of
the actual value Of the contract on the
estimates. The Goverument made the
contractor give security besides. They
made him give two solvent sureties to
the Government for the performance
of the work, and that should be suffi-

Ma. MCALLUX.

cient without the Government takingthat power to discriminate in favour
of its friends. H11e would sayone word, before sitting down,
in reference to Goderich Harbour. i
had gone to the people of this country
that the country had lost $29,910 by
that contract, it might be more and it
migh t be less; but he thought that hon.
gentlemen when they came to examine
into the cost of the work at Goderich
Harbour would find it $40,000 instead
of $30.000. And why ? Because the
cost of that work, as to the letting,was
made up on au approximate estimate.
If that work had cost 33½ per cent.
greater than the approximate estimate,
of course the- difference between Mr.
Tolton and Mr. Mohr's tenders would
be just the same difference exactly.
So that in not accepting the lowest
tender, in place of losing $30,000 w.
lost $40,000. That was the position of
that question. It had been diecussed
last year as to whether it had been a
great-he would not say swindle, for
that would not be right. Mr. Tolton
did not get that work-Mr. M:thr got
it. It was amusing to him wheu hé
read the explanations given by the
engineer for the wrong done in letting
that work, and it was surprising to
him that Mr. Tolton's telegram did not
have the effect of making known to
the Department of Public Works who
that gentleman was, because he had a
contract with the Government at the
same time. What did the Prime
Minister of this country do with that
telegram ? Did he put it in bis pocket?
He was censurable tthe fullest extel t

if he did. He did not say he was liable,
but he ought, personally, to be liable
for the $40,000 that this country Lost.
The hon. gentleman, in 1874, gave 0S
an excuse for appealing to the country
-that the former louse was electe
under corrupt influences. That 'wS
the excuse given to the countrY at
that time for putting it to the expense
of a general election. The hon. gentd
men opposite were so pure they co
not associate with the members eleete'
to that side of the Hlouse; but ho
thought, after last year's exposure Or
the House, that the hon. the Milite
of Public Works, the Premier of th'
Goverument, if he wanted to car7
out earnestly the purity Of this LHe*we
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he would send the members to the
right-abot. But he did not. He and
lis colleagues were bound to hang on
to the ship,-to hang on like barnacles
ujntil they were swept away. But
there was -a day coming when they
would have to answer for all their sins,
ins of omission as well as commission.
In the Speech from the Throne there
was an expression of thankfulness for
the large harvest. What bad the
Government to do with that? Did
tne all down the rain from heaven,
or give us the fine weather to make
the crops grow ? What have they
done to assist the farmer to market his
crops? They had done nothing, yet
they had allowed the products of the
United States to come into Canada
from all quarters to knock down the
prices of our own farm produce. The
hon. gentlemen were thankful for
small mercies, but that would not do
very long.

MR. YOUNG said ho desired to
make a few remarks ·on some of the
points contained in the Address, which,
in his humble judgment, indieated the
ability and care with which the
Government was administering the
affairs of the country. This was the
first debate of any length that they
had had upon the Address for several
years; and the character of the debate
had been such that it was to be hoped
tbey would not be troubled with
turther debates upon the Address in
future Sessions of this House. He had
never known so much dirty linen
washed in publie as they had had
within the last two or three days.

An iON. MEMBER: Whose shirts
were they?

sl. YOUNG said that if these oldtale slanders, many of them utterly
exploded, had been new, they might
bave listened to them with some atten-
t'on; but be believed the great majority
if the members of the House, on both

stale, t the repetition of these old
tale, and exploded slanders which

they heard from the member for North
toad inge (Mr. Boell), was calculated
ititurade IParliament and tarnish our
politic ns. They could not but, in
aonta rs, speak with a certain
""''Mthof drectnes, and whon some-thing was doue that was absolutely

wrong, they might properly condemn
it in strong language. But he believed
ho expressed the opinion of the mem-
bers generally when ho said that, above
and beyond their party conflicts, they
should recollect that they were Cana-
dians; and that to unjustly and im-
properly assail the character of their
public men was to trail the fair insti-
tutions of this country in the mire.
De felt sure that, after the very pointed
and frequent references made to him-
self, by the distinguished gentleman
who leads the Oppùsition (Sir John A.
Macdonald), that right hon. gentleman
would feel disappointed if he entirely
left unnoticed the very kind allubions
which he made to him during the
earlier part of the debate. Hie would
not follow the right hon. gentleman
and apply to him words with a double
intente, one of which might be inter-
preted in an equivocal, and even scur-
rilous way. He differed from the
right hon. gentleman. Ho had his
own ideas whether that gentleman's
public career in this country had
elevated Canada or had lowered it;
but ho believed ho had always treated
him with respect; he had, at least,
endeavoured to do so.

Sm1 JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
hope the hon. gentleman does not sup-
pose that anything that fell from me
was meant from me in a disrespectful
sense, that I said during the present
debate, towards him. Certainly I did
not wish to attack him in any disre-
spectful way. I simply said that pos-
sibly if he did not carry out beet-root
protection he would bo dead beat him-
self, that is all.

MR. YOUNG said it was a phrase of
an equivocal character. An excess of
language of that kind might be proper
enough on occasions of political pic-
nies, when people got more spirited
than usual ; but he would say to the
right hon. gentleman, an old Parlia-
mentarian, that he ought to be an ex-
ample to them all, and that such
expressions were open to objection,
and were hardly in good taste within
the halls of legislation. They had
recently the honour of a visit from the
right hon. gentleman to his county-the
county of Waterlo-and he appeared
to be rather anxious as to its political
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future, more especially the South
Riding. He knew something of the
people of that Riding; he had lived
among them from childhood, and he
could assure the right bon. gentleman
that they were determined to do, as they
had done for the last twenty years,
whenever they bad had the opportu-
nity, to condemn him and the policy
which he had carried out as a states-
man in this country. Nothing, how-
ever, would more certainly tend to
that result, than a second visit from
the right hon. gentleman. They had
an election for the Local House there
last year, when the Conservative party
as usual was unable to start a can-
didate of their own stripe. Two
Reformers ran against each other, and
they had a close contest ; but the old
policy of " Divide and conquer " could
not be played so well again, and if any
thing was more certain to give a
handsome majority to the Reform
party in that riding, it wôuld be a
second visit from his right hon. friend.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
am anxious for your re-election; I
should certainly go.

Ma. YOUNG said that at this late
day, before such an audience as lis
right hon friend had at Galt, one of
the most intelligent audiences that
ever assembled in any constituency in
Canada, an andience which had high
views, both politically and morally,
when his right hon. friend undertook
to defend his transactions with Sir
Hugh Allan, and gave as one of his
reasons for acting as he did, one of the
reasons for accepting the amount which
was accepted from Sir Hugh, that
when he looked back he was really
amazed at his own moderation in not
asking for more money. When the right
hon, gentleman supported his position
by arguments such as that, there could
be only one result, and that result was
to produce in the community a more
determined conviction than ever, how
dangerous it would be to allow him
once more, as Premier, the control of
the destinies of this country. In 1867,
when he had the honour to be elected
to this House in the first place, he
received a majority of 366 votes; but
so utterly crushed was the party of the
right hon. gentleman that they had

MR. YoUNG.

never been able, fromi that time to this
to get up an opposition to him, ani hebad had the honour of being elected on
each occasion by acclamation. But
he would like to know how it had been
with the bon gentleman himself. lie
had represented the city of Kingstou
for about thirty years; and in the
earlier part of his career it was itterly
useless for anybody to oppose hini
His majorities were counted by hun-
dreds, but what did they find to be the
result at the last election ? In the
" Parliamentary Companion " he found,
that at the last election, in 1874, the
hon. gentleman's majority was reduced
to 38. Fie would not dwell on the
subsequent facts with regard to the
right bon. gentleman losing his seat
He would not comment upon the facts
of the Judge's reference to the doubts
that he had upon his own mind
whether he should not disqualify him.
He would not allude at length to the
faet that his boson friend and com-
panion, a worthy Senator in the other
end of the building, was conveniently
absent at the time of the trial, and all
efforts to find him were fruitless. ie
would go on to the subsequent election,
when the hon. gentleman was only
returned to this House by a majority of
seven teen votes; and so much in fear wsB
he of defeat, that he took the almost
unprecedented course of going to the
polls and recording a vote in bis oWnl
favour.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
had only seventeen. I am very glad I
got off with that, I can tell you.

MR YOUNG said he had no doubt
that was the case, and that the hon,
gentleman was very glad to be returned
even with so small a majority as
seventeen. But he could assure the
bon. gentleman, that instead of tunt-
ing other hon. members with their
small majorities, he had better look to
himself, for there was reason to believe
that after thirty years' wandering
the wilderness, the limestene cit
determined to return a Reformer at
the next general election.'

SIRJOHN A. MACDONALD: They
did when they returned me.

MI. YOUNG said that when he
made the remark the other day thot
Protectionists would look in Vin
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the hon. member for Kingst->n, ho did
so for several reasons. First of all,
when the hon. gentleman was in power
and able to carry ont sncb a policy, he
resoiutely set bis face against it. He
(Mr. Young) had examined carefully
all his speeches in this IHouse, and the
various motions lie had made, and on
no occasion had the hon. gentleman
announced that he was a Protectionist.
or unequivocably committed himself
tco such a policy. Only last Session,
he declared he agreed with the views of
Mi. Mackenzie that neither an extreme
Free-trade nor Protectionist policy was
p)racticable, and that a revenue tariff
only was consistent with the best in-
terests of this country. There was not
one of his speeches upon Protection in
which he had not left for himsolf a
loophole that lie could easily creep
through if ho got into power again.
They all knew his fertility of resouge
n this respect. They had a good in-

stance of it in the debate upon the beet-
root sugar question in 1873. On that
occasion a motion was made by the
present leader of the Opposition in the
Province of Quebec (Mr. Joly) to ex-
empt beet-root sugar from excise duty
for ten years. His hon. friend was on
the free-trade side of the fonce thon,
and he not only opposed the motion,
lut both he and bis Finance Minister
denounced him for being in its favour.
He charged him with quoting the only

assage in John Stuart Mill's "Political
conomy " in favour of protective prin-

ciples-and asserted that, at the request
of his friends, Mr. Mill had subsequent-1Y Withdrawn that passage from his
work. After this the hon. member got
irto the cold shades of Opposition, and
beîng uncomfortable ii that region,began to utter equivocal erpressions in
avour of Protectionist principles ;and he (Mr. Young) was muchaniused last Session to hear that

P&shgo in the works of Stuart Mill
whch the hon. memuber had deolared

ha1 been taken out of the work at theaflest of the author's friend,-actu-
splly quotd by the right hon. member in

up. So it he pition he thon took
gentl woul be seen that the hon.

cCould adapt himself to cir-
"e,. Bit ho ( .th greatest readi-
that the ti (Mr. Young) maintained

me had come when the hon.

gentleman should declare unequivo-
cally to the people of Canada, whether
he meant, if again returned to power, to
adopt a similar policy to that of the
United States, which had been so ruin-
ous to the manufactures of that coun-
try.

Somo HON. MEMBERS: Oh ; oh.
Ma. YOUNG contended that any

one who read the recent debates in
Congress, any one who read the pro-
posed new American tariff, and care-
fully considered the grounds on which
the duties were to be reduced, must
know that the systen bad completely
failed there, and that it had been very
detrimental to the industries of the
country. His hon. friend was in fav-
our of that policy for Canada. If lie
was or if ho was not-in either case
the time had come to declare himself
unequivocally. If ho failed to do so,
the people of Canada would see that ho
was only making use of the question
as a stepping-stone to office. At the
elections of 1872, bis hon. friend talked
and acted very much as ho was doi ng
now. 11e then went to Toronto and
Hamilton, and made specious promises
about Protection to influence the manu-
Iacturing vote. Hie suddenly became
deeply interested in the manufactures
of the country; and ho visited
the various workshops, shoo k
workingmen by the hand, and lead
many to believe that ho really meant
to do something for Protectionist prin-
ciples. l some way, when in Galt,
ho visited almost every manufactory
in the place, and it had been told with
some amusement, that almost inva-
riably his closing words were, " Would
you not be the botter for a little Pro-
tection here ? " A very pleasant way
of putting matters indeed. In London,
owing to the Great Exhibition of 1851,
the street cry was, " How's your poor
feet? " and in Galt it almost became
the standing joke, after the hon. gen-
tleman's visit, to inquire, " Would you
not like a little more Protection around
bore ? " Another political device of a
similar kind to that largely used in
1872, was the series of workingmen's
testimonials to the hon. gentleman
which had been got up all over the
country. He (Mr. Young) could
speak for his own town, and he did not
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hesitate to say that anything more
utterly bogus than those workingmen's
testimonials was never got up
and carried out in this country. Who
were the originators of these testimo-
nials ? Almost in every case expectant
Conservative candidates or interested
politicians who had an eye to the
results of the next election-a few
working men being placed in *the
foreground as decoy ducks. The hon.
gentleman would find,however, that the
great mass of the mechanics of this
country knew their own interests too
well to cast their votes in any other
way than for the Reform Government
and Reform candidates. During his
visit to the workshops, the bon. gentle-
man met with several manufacturers
who did not believe in Protection, who
could not see how taxes upon coal and
iron, and the other raw materials they
used in producing thelr finished articles,
could benefit their trade. But if the
hon. gentleman was unable to make
much in a political sense, some of the
manufacturers knew enough to
profit by his visit and turn it to
good account. There were some
shrewd men in that part of the
Dominion, and they took good care to
make something out of him. The
various articles of clothing, including
unmentionables recently bestowed on
the hon. gentleman, evinced a sharp
eye to bLsiness on the part of the
donors, for they sbrewdly and clearly
perceived that ho was fast becoming
one of' the cheapest, if not one of the
best advertising mediums in the coun-
try. In i872, the bon. member pur-
sued the same tactics at the elections.
He (Mr. Young) was present at Ham-
ilton when the hon. gentleman talked
about our struggling industries and
Protection very much in the same way
as he had been talking lately in this
House. And what was the resuit ?
When the elections were over he came
back to Ottawa, and never proposed
one single measure to protect the
manufacturing interests of the country.
The cry was forgotten as soon as the
elections were over. and they never
heard a single word of the promises
after they had served their purpose.
The fact was the hon. gentleman was
endeavouring to accomplish the very
difficult task of riding two horses at

MR. YOUNG.

once. lIe knew that there were in on-
tario a small number of people who fav.
oured Protection. le knew equallywell that in the Maritime Provinces
they were strongly in favour of Free
Trade, and he was attempting to ride
the Protection horse inOntario and the
Free Trade horse in the Maritime Pro
vinces. le would be very clever
indeed, if in the end he did not come to
the ground between them. So well
was it becoming understood that the
whole thing was merely a political
game; only a card for election pur-
poses, that but very few Reformers
would be caught with it; they were
leaving the agitation solely to Con-
servative politicians who were glad of
any vestige of a principle-any cov-
ering, however scanty-which would
serve to cover their past political trans-
gressions.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: Is
my hon. friend saying that I am ad-
vocating an unpopular cry for the pur-
pose of carrying the next election?

MR. YOUNG said bis hon. friend
knew from long political experience
that he might do whatever he liked as
leader of the Conservative party, and
his party would follow him. le knew
perfectly well that if anything what-
ever could have secured his deposition
from the leadership of the party, it
would have been bis own acts in the
past. Yet bis party were ready to
support him through thick and thiu,
and the hon. gentleman thought that
if he could detach a few Reformers bY
the Protection cry-appealing in this
way to the selfishness of a section Of
the public-he might gain the end
which he had in view. The over-
whelming majority, however, were
opposed to any policy which was il'

the interest of a small minority and
not the great mass of the people.
Nothing seemed to give so much un-
easiness and unhappiness to the hop.
members of the Opposition as the fact
mentioned in the Speech from
Throne, that "the commercial depres
sion vas passing away." For himself, b
admitted that he would like to s&®
passing away faster than it was, but
at the same time ho did not think aly
person could candidly and honOsty
examine the position without foe0 g
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that the worst was past, and that they
were tending towards a better state of
trade.

An HON. MEMBER: What does
the Board of Trade say on the matter ?

MR. YOUNG said the Board of
Trade had recently decided that the
best and fairest tariff for Canada was a
revenue tariff, and thit 17J per cent.
was sufficient protection. Among the
evidences that went to prove that the
commercial depression was passing
away, was the fact that the im-
portations and public revenue had
again begun to inenease. It had
been urged that the record of
failures, lately published from unofficial
sources, went to prove that the com-
mercial depression was as bad as ever.
Those returns, when examined thor-
oughly, proved the very opposite.
During the first nine months of last
year the average number of failures,
during each three months, was about
550, but during the last three months
ofthe year the number had fallen from
550 to 220. The average liabilities
during the first nine months of the
year was $7,500,000 each three months,
but during the last three months of the
year, only $4,500,000. This reduction
was a striking and significant fact, and
proved that it was true that a change
had taken place and for the better, and
that the great commercial depression
was p;assing away. Ie could state, too,that-not a few manufacturing establish-
Inents which had been closed, had
started again during the last six oreight months, whilst some had lately
been running their machinery night
and day to flîl their orders. Thesewere facts which might have come
within the knowledge of hon. gentle-
men. One manufacturer had told him
had t was many years since he had
d as manly orders for fulfilment

pring the coluing summer, as at the

An IoN. MEMBER: In what line ?
Mo YOUNG said it was in thefondry business. It was a fact that

tat were mnen who went into manu-laetesig businesses, who had neitherthe skill nor the capital to conduct themtreceseul, and so long as the laws of
tinde ren ed as they were, thosebIlminee5 'would not pay. There had

been considerable improvement in our
manufacturing industries daring the
past eight or ten months, and the only
depression that really was increasing,
was the depression manifest among their
political friends on the other side of the
louse. It was a remarkable fact that

as the commercial depression passed
away, depressions settled more and
more upon their friends opposite; but
he could assure them, they could no
more arrest the wave of commercial
depression that was passing away, or
stem the tide of commercial prosperity
that was returning in its place, than
Mrs. Partington, with her mop, could
push back the Atlantic Ocean. It was
unpatriotic to allege that the country
was in such a rainous condition. Such
reports, going to the United States and
other countries, were calculated to do
this country a serious injury, and were
propagated solely because it was
believed they would help the politi-
cal fortunes of the gentlemen opposite.
He was glad, during the carlier part of
the debate, to hear the announcement
made by the hon. member for North
Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) and comment-
ed upon by the hon. member for Cum-
berland (Mr. Tupper), that the expen-
diture of the Government during the
past year had only been in round num-
bers 823,500,000. This was a most
important fact bearing upon the finan-
cial management of the Government of
the day. First, let them compare the
expenditure with that of the previous
year. The expenditure for 1876 was
$24,448,372, which showed that during
1877, the Government had reduced the
public expenditure of the Dominion by
nearly one million of dollars. This was
a fact that ought to go forth to the
people; it ought to be known in all
parts of the Dominion, that by the
economy of the gentlemen now on the
Treasury benches, for the. first time
since Confederation, the public expen-
diture had been reduced by nearly one
million dollars. He recollected that.
four years ago, whon those gentlemen
took office, the Finance Minister detail-
ed how much he felt the responsibility
of the legacy left him by bis predeces-
sor. It was no less than $41,000,000,
if he (Mr. Young) recollected rightly,
which that Minister had to meet during
bis year of office. He (Mr. Young>
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stated at that time that if the Govern-
ment wcre able to hold the publie
expenditure of Canada in check for a
few years, they would have proved the
exercise by them of the most rigid
economy, and have done a real service
to the country. In the vear 1873-4, the
Estimates for which the late Govern-
ment made out, and the obligations
therefor, they incurred, the expenditure
amounted to $23,316,316 ; the expenses
for the past year, ending 30th June,
1877, were only about $23,500,000,
showing that in four years the present
Government had only increased the
public expenditure, afterpaying off the
enormous obligations left by their
predeces.sors by about $200,000. The
bon. gentlemen opposite had incrcased
the public expenditure at the rate of
nearly two million dollars per annum.
During the last three years they were
in office. they increased the public ex-
penditure by S7,693,854, and the pro-
sent Reform Government-whieh he
maintained had been true to its
pledges of economy-had only in-
creased its expenses during the same
period by about 8200,010. This was
taking the gross figures in the public
accounts without any explanations;
without going into the fact, which was
perfectly true, that they had also had
to pay millions of expenditure which
they did not originate, but which were
the obligations of their predecessors.
HFle should not trouble the House to
read all the items of expenditure thus
left to the present Government; the
facts were well known to the House
and to the country. But if they
deducted those amounts, the economy
exercised by the Government would
reach to between two and three
millions of dollars. There had been a
vast amount of misrepresentation on
this point; the present Governnàent
was said not to have redeemed its
pledges, and it had been argued, again
and again, by quoting particular items,
that they had largely increased public
expenditure. The facts which he had
stated, and which no one could dis-
prove, showed that if there was one
principle more than arother to which
the Government had proved true in
the administration of publie affaire, it
was to the pledges of economy which
they made to the public when in

MR. YoUNG.

Opposition. There were several points
in the Address which appeared to him
to indicate that the Government had
acted with great care and prudence in
the management of the general affairs
of the country. They had taken a
firm hold of all branches of the public
service, they had initiated quite
a number of administrative reforms
that reflect credit upon them.
The hon. member for Monck (Mr.
McCallum). alleged that public con.
tracts were given out improperly.
Nothing could be more illustrative of
the foundationless character of many
charges than a statement of that kind.
What were the facts of the case ?
During the time the Conservatives were
in power, the right hon. member for
Kingston let contracts for twenty
million dollars, out of which only seven
million dollars wero let to the lowest
tenderers ; -while under the Adminis-
tration of the present Prime Minister
out of contracts to the amount of nine-
teen million dollars, not less than
sixteen million dollars had been let to
the lowest tenderers. And he need
not speak to the House of what every
one knew-of the use that was made
under the regime of the hon. member
opposite, of public contractors. When
there were critical views before Par-
liament, that House swarmed with
contractors, using their influence in all
directions. Now-a-days, they saw no
contractors filling the lobbies of the
Hlouse, and it could not be truly as-
serted that one public contractor had
ever been asked for monoy or assis-
tance in any way, to aid the Govern-
ment of the day. Nothing was easier
than to make charges if one did not
undertake to prove them. An amusing
illustration of the way charges could be
made, was shown in the case of that
great organ of Conservative opinion,
the Mail, which was as much the news-
paper of the hon. member for Kingston,
as the Globe was that of the flou.
George Brown.

Six JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman has stated that the
Mail is as much my organ, as the Glob6
is the paper of Mr. George Brown. I
hhve no more interest in that paper
than my hon. friend (Mr. Young) has,
except political interest.
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MR. YOUNG said the Mail was as
directly inspired by him, as the
Globe was by the lon. George Brown.
They would recollect that two or
three years ago it was rumoured that
the Government intended to make the
western terminus of the Pacifie rail-
way at Nepigon Bay, and almost im-
mediately the Mail alleged that a
great outrage had been perpetrated
u on the Canadian people, that Mr.

ackenzie had selected Nepigon Bay
to enrich himself and his friends who
had mineral lands in that quarter,
whilst everyone knew the right place
for the terminus was at Thunder Bay.
Time passed on, and it was ultimately
decided that the terminus should be
located on Thunder Bay, whereupon,
that journal i mnmediately turned round
and denounced Mr. Mackenzie for hav-
ing located it at Thunder Bay, to en-
rich himself and friends interested in
mineral lands, whilst everyone knew
the terminus oughtto have been located
at Nepigon Bay. Whatever might be
the action of the Government,therefore,
it was easy to make charges against
them when little regard was paid to
truth. He had been speaking, before
this slight digression, with regard to
the administrative reforms made by the
present Government. And the reform
which reflected credit on the Admini-
station was the manner in which they
had managed the Intercolonial Rail-
way. When that roid was placed
under their control, hon. members
knew what was the condition of things.
They knew that the officials were prin-
Cipally political favourites,-men who
knew littie about railroading,- that the
supplies for the railway were bought at
prices 40, 50 and 150 per cent. aboveregular rates, and that wide-spread
corruption existed in connection with
the running of the road, for such had
been proved by evidence laid before
the Hlouse. They knew that it
was Only one year under the
control of the hon. the Prtmier
before he had purged the railway of
these abuses and placed it on a com-Inereial basis; not only had he given
th" public botter service, but the very
fiSt Year it was under his control he
had saved $170,000 in the running ofthe lIne. The cost of running the road
was Over one million dollars at the

time the Minister of Publie Woiks
took the control of it, but after two
hundred miles had been added to the
railway the running expenses were
still $80,000 less than they were before
it came into his hands, a fact which
shows that he had managed the railway
not as a political machine or an instru-
ment for maintaining himself in office,
but strictly as a commercial undertak-
ing. This course made enemies for
the Government and required courage
on the part of the Ministry to carry
out, but the people of Canada would
find in it evidence that the Governnent
had honestly striven to carry out such
administrative reforms as they were
able to effect. Hon. members would
read with great gratification the para-
graph in the Address in relation to the
result of the Fisheries arbitration. In
almost all our diplomatie dealings with
the United States, Canada had come off
second best. The strong claim which
this Dominion had to compensation
from the United States in conn:ction
with the Fenian raid, an incursion of
armed men from the adjoining country,
in which property was destroyed, and
sorne of our young mon slain, was un-
deniable, and yet not one dollar of
indemnity was obtained from the
United States for that act. At the
very time,Great Britain was compelled
to pay fifteen millions in connection
with the Alabama Claims, the much
stronger case of Carada was surren-
dered without the slightost indennity.
It was gratifying under those circum-
stances to find that the course taken
by the GoverrWnentwith respect to the
Fisheries arbitration, in appointing not
foreign diplomatists, but intelligent and
well-known Canadians, had resulted in
our obtaining sonething like justice,
whilst we had not got al that we
should have obtained, for the Domin-
ion owned the first tisheries in the
world. Still, owingto the shrewdness
and care of the Government, we had,
for the first time, succeeded in getting
Brother Jonathan to pay something
near a reasonable price for the right
to fish in our waters.

MR. HOLTON: An instalment.

Ma. YOUNG said he was also very
much gratified to notice the paragraph
referring to Australian trade, which
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was a matter of vital importance to the
country, and of far more interest to the
peôple of Canada than any of the little
statements that had been made in con-
nection with last elections and other
matters of minor importance. It was
well known that when the Centennial
Exhibition took place in the United
States, and the Government undertook
to send exhibits& of Canadian manufac-
tures and other industries, a very con-
siderable coldness was shown towards
it by hon. gentlemen opposite. He
knew well the difficulties that the
Commissioners had at first experienced
in inducing gentleman holding Conser-
vative opinions to send their goods to
that exhibition, the idea having got
abroad that if the Dominion made a fine
exhibit it might in some way tend to
the credit of the Gov ernment now in
power.

Several H1ON. MEMBERS: Absurd.
Ma. YOUNG said he must be allowed

to form his own opinion on that point,,
and that was at least partly the reason
why certain gentlemen holding Con-
servative views were adverse to send-
ing their' articles to that Exhibition.
The Government, however, went ahead,
and the result was an Exhibition
which tended greatly to raise Canada in
estimation of the whole citilized the
world.

M. BOWELL : Is that the renson
why Mr. John Bright objected to Eng-
land sending certain articles to that
Exhibition ?

Ma. YOUNG said they were discus-
siÛg Canadian affairs ut present, and
not Mr. John Bright's opinion. He
was glad also to find that, following up
the policy initiated at Philadelphia,
the Government, acting in the interest
of Canadian industries, took advantage
of the Exhibition at New South Wales,
and had an exhibit of Canadian manu-
factures sent there. They were very
happy in their choice of Commissioner
in the Hon. John Young, of Montreal,
and most important results had
flowed to the Dominion from their
enterprise and spirited action in that
matter. It was well known that many
orders for manufactured goods had
been roceived from Australia since the
Exhibition had taken place. He knew
'tiat in his own town (Galt) four or

Ma. YoUnQ.

five firms were now engaged in making
articles for Australia. Through the
wiee action of the Government, new
markets were being opened up for
Canadian manufactures, and they were
beginning to have a field for their
industries which they would occupy
with profit. That, he contended, was
the true way of advaneing and promot.
ing our manufacturing industries. It
was not the unwise policy which sone
hoài. gentlemen advocated-though the
member lor Kingston was too shrewd
to take up that position-of build-
ing up a high tariff wall around
Canada with its four millions of people,
and hoping to become a great manu-
facturing country by a policy of isola-
tion ; on the contrary, the true policy,
and the only policy, to make this
Dominion a manufacturing country,
was by a moderate tariff on imports,
and by giving manufacturers their raw
material at the lowest price, thue
enabling them to procure their articles
at a cheap rate. That was a policy
which would not only enable our
people to have their own markets, but
to avail themselves of the markets
of Australia, the West Indies, South
America and other parts of the
world. They had heard, again
'and again from the hon. gentlemen
opposite, during the debate, that the
present Government had trampled
upon every principle which they had
advocated when in opposition. It
would be sad indeed if such a state of
things were true, but he maintained
that it was utterly without foundation.
What were the measures advocated by
the Reform party when in opposition,
and what were the great questions
that they urged upn the Government
of the day for settlement? They were
many ; among them was the ques-
tion of having all the elections held on
one day; that measure was now to be
found on the Statate-book. They ad-
vocated vote by ballot, so that everY
man in the country might be able to
go to the polls and vote as his con-
seience dictated, none daring to make
him afraid ; that queation had lso
been settled. They advocated that
there should be a termination to the
shameful scenes which had been Wit
nessed in that House, gentlemen haV
ing majorities of two or three hundrd
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being kept out of their seats by
partisan election committees, and that
the election petitions should be tried by
the judges of the land. The hon. gentle-
men opposite asserted that it was the
late Government which carried that
measure. It was very true that that
Government carried it. but when did
they do it ? When the elections of 1872
was coming on, and it was necessary
to take steps to secure a pure election,
they voted down that measure as well
as a pure election law, they knowing
perfectly well that a gigantic political
struggle was about to take place.
They had been preparing for this elec-
tion, and making arrangements to
carry it; and when the Reform party
urged that a law should be enacted
to secure a fair and pure election, those
hon. members voted it down, and
it was only after the elections
were over that they carried out
that reasure ; in other words,
they were ready to lock the door after
the steed was stolen, and i t was directly
due to the agitation of the Reform
party that that measure was placed on
the Statute-book. Reforrrers were not
s0 particular as Conservatives as to
whom might carry the measures they
advocated. The whole aim of the
Conservative party seemed to be to sit
on the Treasury benches, but the
Reform party were always glad to
accept any measuro of real reform f rom
whatever Government was in power at
the time. They also advocated that
there should be a stricter parlia-
rnentary control over the public ex-
penditure; and ho did not think any
candid person would dispute the fact
that, under the present Government,
there had been a stricter control
exercised than had ever taken place in
the Dominion or in the old Province of
Canada. It was never advocated thatevery little contract should be laid
before the IHouse, but they held that
t Was very improper for the late
Government to award such contriacts
as those for the Pacifie ]Railway with-
out laying them first before Parlia-
muent; and the present Government,
true to their principles, had laid every
rnnPortant contract before Parliament,

and had obtained the sanction of the
pePIs representatives thereto. The

Iàleral party had also advocated the

abolition of dual representation, and
that measure had been passed into law.
They had advocated there should be a
strict election law to put down the wide-
spread bribery and corruption which
was sweeping over the land; and the
measure that had now become law
was directly attributable to the long
agitation of the Liberal party when in
opposition-a measure which had been
so successful that our elections were
now as pure as those carried on in any
other country in the world. They
also advocated more economy in the
expenditure of the public revenue, but
he had already touched upon that point,
and need not enlarge upon it. It
was unnecessary to enumerate every
other measure of the Government, but
ho defied hon. gentlemen opposite to
find any Government, either in Great
Britain or in Canada which, in the
same space of time had crystallized in
logislation more of the measures they
had advocated in opposition; to find a
Government which, although mistakes
may have been mado-for as long as
mon were human, Governments would
sometimes make mistakes-which had
been truer to their principles, than the
hon. gentlemen who now occupied the
Treasury benches of this country. With
the record which ho honestly believed
the present Government had, they need
not fear either to meet Parliament or
the country. The House bad heard
much boasting from the gentlemen op-
posite as to what they were about to
do at the next general election, anl
with regard to certain constituencies
carried by them. It was not surpris-
ing, however, that a small number of
constituencies had been carried lately
by the Opposition. They were so
utterly defeated in 1874, they were
reduced to such a small body in this
House, that it were impossible the
Reform party should retain such
an overwhelming majority, and
possibly it was not well that
the Government should be so strong
as it had been during the present
Parliament. That accounted, perhaps,
for the Opposition winning a very few
seats since. But he could assure them
that they would find, when the great
contest came on, that the publie opin-
ion of the country was strongly
opposed to the Conservative party
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getting into power again. The people
of Canada mach resembled those of
England in some respects, for they
were not prepared Io destroy until
they could see how to replace. He
would like to know what the gentlemen
opposite were offering to the country
as a reason why they should be placed
in power; would hon. gentlemen tell
the House one single principle which
they advocated, one shred of policy
which they, as an Opposition pos-
sessed. They had not one principle or
shred of policy to offer the peop!e of
Canada, and yet they professed that
the country was about to pull down

%the existing Government, and replace
it by themselves. Probably lie had
been too severe in saying that hon.
gentlemen had no principles whatever.
Probably they had the principles al-
luded to by old John Randolph, of the
United States, who once said of a poli-
tical opponent, that he had soven
principles, which consisted of five
loaves and two fisbes. The Conset va-
tive party had no aim or object but
office. They had no policy to offer to
the country, no principle on which
they could ask the confidence of
the country, and they would find
that the electors of the Dominion
were far too intelligent, under
these circumstances, to assist them
in regaining a position which they did
so much to disgrace only four years
ago. The Reform party had served a
fair apprenticeship in opposition and
had become journcymen. Hon. gentle-
men opposite wore as yet simply ap-
prentices, and they would find that it
was one thing to hope for success and
another thing to achieve it. They
would find, as the Liberals had found,
that it required a much stronger case
against the Government, and a great
deal more effort than they had yet
put forth to carry the people of the
country with them. Not five years,
not ten years, would be sufficient, in
the eyes of the people of Canada, to
deodorize the Conservatives from their
past political transgressions. iBetre
the last local election in Ontario they
were sanguine of success, declaring
that Mr. Mowat's Government was
about to be completely swept from
p ower; but the result was that Mr.

owat was sustained by an over-
ME. Y OuNG.

whelming majority, and that was the
last heard of Conservative reaction,
He had little doubt that sueh would be
the experience of hon. gentlemen oppo.
site at the next general election. The
people of Canada were intelligent, and
carefully examined the management
of public affairs; they knew the record
of the present Government, how that,
in the main, they had closely adhered
to the sound principles of the ]Reform
party; they knew the past dark
record of the hon. gentlemen opposite,
who had no policy whatever on which
they could ask the confidence of the
people; and he (Mr. Young) had every
confidence as to what the result would
be. He felt assured the people of
Canada knew their duty in this crisis,
and that they would do it; and thut as
in 1874, they would punish the Con-
servative party for. its past political
sins, se, on the first opportunity, they
would sustain Mr. Mackenzie and
the Reform party for their able, econo-
mical, and honest administration of
publie affairs.

Mi. ùIBBS (North Ontario) said
the debate had taken a much wider
range than either the Government or
the flouse anticipated, and hon. mem-
ber3 would feel satisfied of the wisdom
of the course which had invariably
been pursued in the British flouse of
Commons in selecting young members
to move and second the reply to the
Speech from the Throne. The dis-
cussion whieh had been created on the
present occasion in consequence of the
old course not having been followed,
which was, no doubt. due to the fact
that the Government was unable to
do so for want of material, Was
such as would not tend to a cOn-
tinuance of the departure from
the former practice. It was true
that, although there had been sey.
eral elections since Parliament lest
met, the Government found itseolf un-
able to supply material for that pLr.
pose, unless indeed they had taken the
recently elected member for Hlalifar
(Mr. Jones) and the junior memnber for
Quebec East (Mr. Laurier), to Per
form the duty of moving and seconding
the Address. Had it not been for the
course pursued by the hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton), 'ho
with 80 much credit to himself Pe*
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formed the duty devolving upon him,
in travelling so far out of the record,
instead of confining himself to the text
or brief laid before him, the debate
would not have taken such a wide
range. That hon. member had taken
up the different clauses of the Address,
and when he came to the fifth clause,
had he been satisfied with congratu-
lating the country upon the fact that
thn Government had successfully made
an exhibit of Canadian manufactures
in Australia,-for which he (Mr.
Gibbs) thought the Government was
deserving of commendation, and for
wbich they received bis approval,-
the debate would not have assum-
ed such lengthy proportions. Hiad
the hoq. gentleman satisfied himself
by making that statement, and that
alone, this debate, he fancied, would
nlot have taken the wide range, or
attained the proportions it had ; but
that bon. gentleman could not resist
the opportunity which this gave him,
of enlarging upon the views lie now
held u fon the question of Free Trade
vs. Protection, as compared with those
he formerly enunciated to the Hlouse
on Protection, during the Session of
1875. After he Lad heard portions of
that hon. gentleman's speech read (by
the hon. member for North Hastings),
the preceding even.ng (for he had not
had the honour of having a seat in the
louse in 1875-6) he understood very
clearly how they could read so
plainly between the lines of the
speech which the hon. gentleman haddelivered in this House last year, and
how these were to ho accounted for;
and also that, however eloquently or
illogically that hon. gentleman nowdeclaimed upon that point, what
gleater pleasure that bon. gentleman
would have felt if he eould have stood
Upon the left of the Speaker and advo-eated Protection, or if he could have

elen permitted by his political exigen-
of hwith relation to the Governmentif the day, to have argued on the otheraide of that subject. He admitted that
me Government, in having Canadian
dianufactures represented at the Phila-
dihia xhibition, had done weIl, andtheY were also entitled to credit forhaong performed the duty incumbent

pon th em, in sending our manufae-
to the Sydney Exhibition; but

the course which the Administration
had pursued in relation to this
matter, reminded him very much
of that which at times was pur-
sued by benevolent and religious
societies, who, desiring to look after
the unfortunate in other parts of the
world, forgot and neglected those at
home, in the by-streets and slums of
their own towns. If, while the Govern-
ment was endeavouring to open new
markets for, our manufacturers, they
also took care to secure to our mann-
facturers the great advantage of their
own market, thon they would deserve
more credit at the Lands of the country,
as they would thus meet some of the
wants, and requirments, and hopes, and
entreaties, of the manufacturers of this
country, which they had, up to the
present, failed to do. The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Charlton) in bis remarks,
made the statement that our manufac-
tories were prosperous, that wo should
be thankful for their present condition,
and that they did not need protection;
but ho could not believe that the hon.
gentleman was ignorant of, or indifer-
ent to, the fact that the manufacturing
interests of this country were not in
a prosperous condition ; that they
were in a state of depression, and that
many of them were gone into bank-
ruptcy and that a large proportion of
them were merely endeavouring to keep
their establishments open, as it would
be utter ruin to close them; that the
best of them were only holding their
ground, and that many of them were
consuming their capital rather than
close their factories, and were in any-
thing but a prosperous condition, and
in anything but a condition for which we
should be thankful. The hon. gentleman
argued that Free Trade was the proper
system for our manufacturing indus-
tries, and therefore must be prosperous,
notwithstanding the facts, which were
patent to all, showed that they were
not. This reminded him (Mr. Gibbs)
very much of a story he Lad beard a
very short time ago, about a man who
was suddenly cast into gaol. This
person sent for his lawyerbefore whom
he laid his case. The lawyer said to him,
" My dear sir, you are perfectly safe.
They cannot put you in gaol upon any
such accusation as that which is
brought against you." The man replied :
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" But I am in gaol." The lawyer
rejoined : "I tell yon that according to
the laws of this country, they cannot
put you into gaol." "But," persisted
the man, "I am in gaol." The hon.
gentleman said to the manufacturers
of this country that Free Trade was
best calculated to promote their
interests and prosperity, and therefore
they must be prosperous. The manu-
facturers replied: " We are being
ruined, we are not prosperous, and we
are not holding our own ;" but, never-
theless, the hon. gentleman said to
them: " You have Free Trade and you
must be prosperous, they cannot put
you in gaol, and therefore you must
be all right." This was precisely
the position that had been taken
regarding the manufacturers of this
country. It was pèrfectly useless for
any gentleman of any intelligence to
try and advocate or establish abstract
principles upon which to conduct the
affairs of the n.anufacturers and the
merchants of this or any other
country; and more especially was
this the case in a young country like
ours with a population of four millions,
situated contiguous to a very powerful
and prosperous nation of forty millions
and over. It was simply absurd to
advance abstract theories in this re-
lation. The country wanted practical
legislation. Theories would not an-
swer us. Practical results were before
the country and it must be guided by
them. The hon. gentleman said it
was true that protection had built up
the manufacturing interests of the
United States, and consequently towns
and cities had followed in their wake,
but this had failed to give the return
which was claimed for it, as an in-
direct advantage, viz. : a home market.
He proposed, on this point, to answer
the hon. member for North Norfolk by
the hon. member for North Norfolk,and
in doing so, he would turn for a moment
to the Hansard of last year, page 493.
That hon. gentleman, in speaking of
this question, said:-

"The hon.member for Cumberland alluded the
other night to the most gratifying condition of
the export trade of the United States - and to
the fact that the United States had last year
exported of domestic manufactures the enor-
mous sum of $58,993,000. That was a con-
siderable sum, but what proportion did it bear
to the production of the manufactures of
the country. Accordlng to the censas of 1870,

Ma. GIBB.

the manufacturers Of the United States pr.
duced $4,000,000,000, and between $58,000,00
and $60,006,000 was only 1i per cent. of ti
entire production."
Therefore, their own market had
consumed no less than 98J per
cent. of the whole product of
the manufactures of the United
States, amounting in value to the enor.
mous sum of four billions of dollars.
Let them examine for a moment wheth-
er the Americans had also succeeded in
securing a home market for their cere-
als as well as for their manufactures.
He could not lay his hand, unfortunat-
ly, at the moment, upon the statisties of
the Bureau of Agriculture of the Uni.
ted States concerning the amount of
the wheat crop for 1877, but that of
1875 was 292,136,000 bushels; and he
thought he was correct in stating that
the wheat crop for 1877 there, accord-
ing to a statement which he had seen
a short time since, was 400,000,000
bushels. Of this quantity it was
estimated that from 80,000,000 to
100,000,000 of bushels (the largest ever
known) would be exported. It would
take 40,000,000 bushels for seed, sud
therefore they had a balance of
260,000,000 bushels as the amount of
wheat consumed in the United States,
and this was brought about by
the large population which that
country, under the system of prote-
tion, had so rapidly obtained. Ie
would now read from page 495 of
Hansard for 1877, where the hon. mern-
ber for North Norfolk went on to give
an illustration of the advantages
attending the importation of corn into
this country free. Ie wanted to shOw
some of the illogical conclusions tha
this hon. gentleman had arrived at
while making those statements. The
hon. gentleman said :-

" As to corn, he proposed to give a few
statistics. In 1874, we imported 5,331,00
bushels, costing $2,676,000 ; we exPO
2,680,000 bushels, receiving therefor
$1,778,000; leaving 2,651,000 bushels in
country, costing $988,000. The averagec
of the entire quantity imported was 50 cent'
per bnshel, and deducting the amount e
ceived for the portion sold, this left the 16
cost of what we retained for consumption 4
34 cents a bushel."
This was an extraordinarily illO
cal statement. The hon. gentlemaa'
held that because 16 cents had bo'
added to the price of the cost of the
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amount of corn brought from the
United States to the sea-side, therefore
the corn whirh was left and consumed
in this country was benefitted by the
inereased cost which had been added to
the amount of this by transportation.
Let them look how these 16 cents
were added to the price, and if the
hon. gentleman succoeded in carrying
out to a practical conclusion the solu-
tion of the problem which he gave
here, ho was in a fair way of mak-
ing a very speedy and rapid fortune.
This 16 cents was simply made up of
freight, insurance, commissions, bank
agencies and interest; and therefore
because this amount of money was
added to that which was exported to
be brought to the sea-side, the hon.
gentleman claimed he should deduct
that sum from the cost of what was
consumed in this country; but a more
incorrect, or a more illogical solution
of that problem could hardly be given
by any intelligent man. If such was
the case, if the hon. gentleman paid
double freight, double the bank interest
and commissions, and s.hipped double
the amount, and retained the same
quantity in this country, the balance
would cost him nothing. This would
be following the problem of the hon.
gentleman to a legitimate conclusion.
The hon. gentleman further said:-

"In 1875 we imported 3,679,000 bushels,
costing $2 ,457,000; we exported 2,080,000
bushe s, receiving therefor $1,589,000,
seavilg 1,599,000 bushels for consumption,

tng the country in $868,000."

Again, the hon. gentleman deducted
the cost of the transport of the quantity
of wheat brought front Chicago to the

ea-side from the balance left in the00untry for consumption. The hon.the nElister of the Interior, in a similar
illustration which ho gave te the-ouse, teok this extraordinary position-that because we imported corn which,
wo rhicago, cost fifty cents, it wasWorth 70 cents when it loft the coun-try, and, therefore, we had made
tiwnty cents of profit by the transac-
tindd If the hon. gentleman had con-tended that the forwarding or the car-

int1rest of this country had

be would ay carrying the same, thon
s hve been logical and correct,

evetyWbY who understood the sub-
Jeet kUow. if the hon. gentleman (Mr.

Mills) woald,for once, give it a practcal
test and import 100,000 bushels of
corn and take it down the St. Law-
rence and sell it, he would soon see
the difference between the selling and
cost price, and ho would then under-
stand perfectly how the difference was
made up. This showed the fallacy of
testing such questions in the way in
which theorists were apt to do. When
corn was to be exported from the
country. the shipper was obliged, for
statistical purposes, to give a value to
those exports, and in doing so be gave
a nominal amount, which approxi-
mated to the cost at the point of pur-
chase, with the charges and other
incidental expenses that had accumu-
lated up to the time ofshipment added;
and therefore what cost fifty cents in
Chicago when shipped, was entered in
the Statistical Returns as worth 70
cents, although the country had not
made a solitary cent on the transac-
tion. What the forwarders got was
another matter; but the idea of coming
to the conclusion, as both these hon.
gentlemen had donc, that the cost of
the balance left in the country was
reduced by the cost of transportation
of the amount of grain shipped from
this country to Europe, was so absurd
that he was astonished that these hon.
gentlemen had Lot seen its absurdity
before they presented such a problem
to the House. The hon. gentleman
further said, vide page 495 of Hansard
for last year:-

" On the Welland Canal a great number of
mills were erected, in which were invested
$1,000,000, and their owners were employed in
buying, grinding and exporting American
wheat. Was this business detrimental to the
country? These milla gave employment to
millers, coopers and others, and the business
in which they were engaged was advantageous
to the country. The other night the hou.
member for North Ontario, with relation to
this very canal question, told them that these
canals were built for the Americans."

He quite agreed with the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Charlton) that the gentle-
mou who ran the mills on the Welland
Canal, ground the wheat, and employed
coopers, millers and many mechanics,
benefitted the country. Ie (Mr. Gibbs)
had never argued to the contrary; and
the bon. gentleman must have entirely
misunderstood him-for ho could not
for a moment think that the hon. gen-
,tleman desired to make a mis-statement
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intentionally-when he (Mr. Charlton)
stated that he (Mr. Gibbs) had argued
that the canals were built for the
benefit of the Americans. What he
had said was this: that while we had
Free Trade, while we permitted the
Americans to come and sell theirgrain
in this country free of duty, and ex-
pended large sums of money for the
extension and enlargement of our
canals, not for the purpose of carrying
Canadian products, but for the pur-
pose of getting the carrying of the pro-
ducts of the great West, we were doing
an injury to the flarmers of this country.
It was not because we were enlarging
the canais, nor was it because we were
getting this carrying trade that he
had said so, but because our Frec-trade
policy permitted the wheat of the
great West to come into competition
with our own free of duty, and this we
were enabling them to do more success-
fully by enlarging our canals, thus
cheapening the expense of bringing
these products into this country-and
thus doing a grave injustice to
the interests of our farmers, and
consequently of the country generally.
We could do this carrying trade as in
the past, in bond ; the mills could grind
the whoat, the coopers could make
the barrels, and the flour could be ex-
pcrted for the benefit of the country,
and without injuring our agricultural
interest; but the moment that a portion
of this grain was sold in this country
free of duty an injustice was done.
Abstract theories and disquisitions on
the abstract principles of Free Trade
might be very nice; but it did not take
a great deal of intelligence- and we
had an intelligent agricultural, artisan,
and labouring population in this coun-
try-to discover that while American
grain was admitted into this country
free of duty, such a policy could not be
fair to our agriculturist, when we were
3ompelled to pay aduty of 20 cents per
bushelon the wheatand 15cts.per bushel
on the barley that we sent into theinit-
ed States. He imagined that the hon.
member for North Norfolk would have
a very great difficulty in to-day con-
vincing the farmers who lived in his
own county, so near the United States,
that the consumer paid these duties.
Whatever difference of opinion might
have existed last year on this point,

MI. GIBBS.

however unsettled or unsatisfied sorae
farmers in the country might have
been in the past, respecting this que&
tion, he thought that during the pat
year they had generally come to
the conclusion that those who hjld
that the producer and not the consum.
er paid the duty were right, our farm.
ers were obliged to take an unremuner.
ative price for their grain; and he had
no doubt that the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Charlton) would have very great
difficulty in convincing them that,whik1
their barley on the one side of the
Detroit River was worth 50 cents per
bushel, it brought, when of the same
quality, 65 cents on the other side of
it, that therefore the producer had not
paid the duty. The same thing appli-
ed to other matters. It would require
a great deal of argument and exposi-
tion on the part of the hon. the Min.
ister of the Interior and the hon.
member for North Norfolk to makea
farmer believe, when he received Pi
cents per bushel for his barley in Can.
ada and 85 cents for it in the United
States, where he entered into competi
tion with another farmer, lie did not
pay the duty of fifteen cents in gold,
the difference between the price here
and the price there, out of his own
pocket. The right hon. member tor
Kingston had given a very lucid and
happy illustration of this fact in oe
of his speeches last year, when e
compared the difference of value be,
tween grain grown in different ends of

the same field, if situated 011 the
boundary line ; this being the amount
of the duty, which in the case
barley was 15ceents per bushel. The
same reasoning applied, whether t
was a line, a fonce, or a lake thst
separated the grain in question. 1t
was unquestionable that the Can%dî&n
farmor paid this duty. It seemd is
if the hon. gentlemen opPosite wee«
not satisfied with the disadvanta
under which the Canadian fier
laboured, when he took his barley
into the American Inarketf
last Session they had p aced
very heavy excise duty On ati
in this country. At ail events,
the Americans gave us reciprc
should place duties on their p
coning into this country--no
short of this would content the ÛOt
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ian people. And there was no
earthly reason why the products Of the
United States should not be taken in

bond through this country, withoit
infringing, at the same time, on
the rights and destroying the markets
of our farmers in our own country.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

MR. GIBBS said that when the
Speaker left the Chair, he was about to
make some remarks in connection with
the exposition of the opinions of the
Giovernment, through their mouth-
piece, for the time being, the hon.
riember for North Norfolk (Mr. Charl-
ton) in reference to the eleventh clause
<f these resolutions, wherein they were
told-

" That we receive with mucl pleasure His
Excellency's congratulations on the abun-
<ìant harvest reaped in all quarters of the
Ihminion, and that under this and other
influences there bas been some improvement
1i the Revenue returns, thus indicatiug, as
we trust with His Excellency. that the com-
Inercial depression that afflicted Canada in
nonon with other countries, is passing
away.",
He fully concurred in those congratula-
tions. He had no objection whatevei
that the opportunity should be taken
to express thankfulness to Providence
which had given us so bountiful a
harvest, that was se muich needed; but
he onlly regretted that that harvestthus far, had not realised the anticipa-
tions and the hopes of those who looked
frwrd very sanguinely to the resultsthat would accrue therefrom. IHIe was
we very sOrry that the Government

thereot enabled, in consequence oftherelief which would be brought to
the eommercialinterests of the country
term tha harvest, to have used a stronger
ps t that they " trusted " it wa8
to sayg away; that they were unable
aw ay they "lhoped " it Was passinaway, .

PoedofePe, we are told, was com-
Pased of pectatiOn and relief; and he
strong a that would have been teo
atrairs. tr m11the present conditionof
Norfolk, •he hon. Member for North
« the d1i Connection with the matterepression of the commercial

affairs of this country, had not
changed his opinions upon that
point very much since he addressed
the louse on the same topic last ycar.
In his speech on the tariff (last year),
the hon. gentleman made the same
assortions, and used very much the
same argument-that the commercial
depression of this country was due
mainly to the excessive depression
which prevailed throughout the United
States, which resulted from the over-
production by the manufacturers of
that country, and the high tariff, which
had brought disaster to that country,
which had reached our own in.common
with other countries. Further, he said
that the depression which had rcached
Canada, was not greater than that
which had reached other countries.
He then said:

"l In this way the depression affected Cana-
dian industries, and over these causes they had
no control whatever; and any assertion to the
contrary could not be made without insulting
the intelligence of the people. Was this pros-
tration greater than it was in the United States,
in England, or in Russia? On the contrary,
the condition of this country exhibited com-
parative prosperity. The Dominion, as to its
material interests, had suffered less than older,
more commercial, and more wealthy States."

He joined issue with the gentleman in
that part of his remarks, on this occa-
sion, as well as in the past. He found
on referring to the statistics furnished
by the Business Outlook, issued this
year by Messrs. Dunn, Wyman & Co.,
the following table, whioh exhibited
the number and amount of failures
among the traders of Canada for five
preceding years:-

Year. No. of failures. Am't of liabilities.
1873.......... 994......................$12,334,192
1874.......... 966...................... 7,696,765
1875.......... 1,968.... ................ 28,843,967
1876.......... 1,728..................... 25,517,991
1877.......... 1,899..................... 25,510,147

For three consecutive years, the liabili-
ties of our failed traders exceeded
$20,000,000; and while those of 1877
showed an increase in number over
the previous year, they differed but a
fraction in the aggregate amount. Their
number was greater than in any of the
years tabulated with the exception of
1875, being 1,890 out of 56,000
traders, or one in every 29, while the
year previous, there was one failure to
every 32 doing business,-the pro-
portion in the tnited States at that
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time being but one in 69. This was a
very painful picture to present; it
showed that the failures in Canada
were more than double those in the
United States during these four years,
in proportion to the numbers that
were engaged in trade. These gentle-
men, in concluding their remarks, said
that during the past three years the
failures in Canada had been in greater
proportion to the number engaged in
trade than in any other country ; and
yet they were told by the hon. gentle-
man that the depression in this country
was only in common with that of all
other countries, and that it was less in
this country than it was in others.
Stibborn facts, however, were things
they had to deal with, however much
they might neglect them; and such
were the facts before them, as he had
stated. The hon. gentleman had said
that the depression was due to the
extreme production in the United
States; that its effeets had been so
disastrous to that country that they
had sought a market in this country to
get rid of their surplus manufactures,
and thereby had caused a stress and
loss in this country. If that was the
fact, then instead of the Government
being, as they said they were, as
impotent as flies on a wheel, to resist
or to do anything to grant relief to the
suffering country during a state of
depression, it was their duty to have
risen equal to the occasion, to have
devised some means and sought out some
way in which they might bring relief to
the country. Wbatwas the condition of
affairs when this country sprang from
disunited Provinces into a Dominion ?
When the American war broke out,
the right hon. Sir John A. Macdonald,
then the leader of the Government,
and the Government with which he
was associated, were enabled in con-
sequence of the then war which was
raging in the United States, and in
consequence of the high price of labour
and of everything else in the United
States, without doing injury or with-
out affecting unfavourably in any way
the manufactures of this country to
reduce, at once, the tariff of this coun-
try to a lower point than it had been
before. He was enabled to do that
because the circumstances were of an
unusual character in the nation with
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which we stand so closely related s
neighbours ; and availing himself of
that,-showing that he was equal to
the occasion,-showing that he under-.
stood the necessities and requirments
of this country,--showing that he wu
enabled in consequence of that abnor-
mal state of things that existed in the
neighbouring nation to grant the neces.
sary relief that was required, or the
reduction of the tariff that was asked
for by the Maritime Provinces, who
were coming into the Dominion,-that
was done at that time without influene-
ing in any improper manner the manu.
factures and general prosperity of
Canada. Then when the converse took
place,-when the position of things
was reversed,-when the hon. gentle-
man who now leads the Government
of this country occupied the Treasurv
benches, when they found that this
ahnormal state of things was passing
away in the United States, and the
price of labour was becoming low, and
goods were being thrust upon this
market to the detriment of this coun-
try,-then they should have risen to
the occasion and shown that they
were men who could do sometbing that
was required at the hands of a Gov-
ernment, to stop that undue depression,
that slaughtering of our industries by
the importation of American goods
into this country, and they should
have re-arranged the tariff to neet the
converse of what the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston did when thilg
were in a different shape. Had they
done that, a different state of things
would have existed from what they
had to-day. He held that the present
Government was responsible, not
because of the depression of trade that
took place, not because of bad har-
vests, but because they made no effOrt
whatever to prevent that state of
things, and thus enable the country to
pass through without the tremendous
depression, and without the number
of failures, unprecedented in this covn-
try, and unequalled in any other cOU"
try in which statistics are taken. The
hon. member for Waterloo (Mr. Young)
tried to take some little comfort Ont d
it; he wished lie could join with tbs'
hon. gentleman in the belief that bý
cause the number of failures for the
last quarter were less than they wert
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in the preceding three-quarters of the

year-he only wished ho could see in
that a ray of hope that we had passed
the worst; but if that hon. gentleman
would take the trouble to mingle with
commercial men-if he would take the
trouble to go into the commercial
centres of this country and converse
with men largely engaged in the com-
merce of this country-he would find
that every one of them feared that the
worst was not past; yet there were
counterbalancing circumstances which
did not foreshadow that we had seen
the worst; namely, that although the
numbers were less, the amount for
which failures were taking place was
very much larger than they were
before. This circular went on to show
that although the number of fail-
ures had been reduced consider-
ably, nevertheless it showed an in-
crease in the average amount, being
$18,800 per failure as compared with
$13,500 in the previous quarter ;
showing that the average of failures
was something over 85,000 more than
before. He feared we had not seen the
worst. It was not because this Gov-
ernment had done anything to bring
that about, if there was any apparent
improvement, but it was in spite of
their indifference, in spite of the
folding of their arms and their look-
mg on, in spite of their indisposition
to show the slightest fostering care
Of the manufacturing and other indus-
tries of the country. He could not
say he was disappointed that there was
nothing in the Speech which was
ut into the mouth of the Governer-General to shadow forth that the Gov-

ernment did intend at the last momenteven in this repenting Session, to jnake
"me alteration in the tariff. Judging
themn by their past, he expected noth-ng; he felt, and not ouly himself, but
this flouse, and the country felt, thatthere was nothing to be hoped fromthem, except this: that their term of
Offce was speedily coming to an end
thea at when the time arrived for'

give an account of their stew.
ho they would be told that theystewards no longer.
. MILLS: Will the hon. gentie-

When prmit me to put a question?
Ures, refers to the number of fail-

e amounts for whieh the

parties have failed, does he refer to the
failures of traders or of manufacturers ?

MR. GIBBS: Both. Sir, you cannot
separate the several interests of this
country. We are a Dominion, or we
are not a Dominion; we are a combined
interest; and you cannot affect one
member of the body without affecting
the whole body. That is the ground I
take. You cannot affect the interests
of the manufacturers without affecting
the interests of the agriculturists; you
cannot affect the interests of both of
these without affecting the general
commercial interests, and in that way
you affect the whole interests of the
country.

MR. MILLS : You would propose to
improve the position of the importers
by taxing the articles which they im-
port.

MR. GIBBS said he was very much
obliged to the hon. gentleman for again
reiterating what had been reiterated
so often-that while these gentlemen
h ad increased the tariff from 15 to 17J
per cent., they had done more than
ever was done by the late Government.
It Lad been reiterated often enough
that the circumstances were
exceptional, and that the duty of 15
per cent. was a far greater protection
then to the manufacturing interests
than a duty of 20 or 25 per cent. would
be to-day. These gentlemen, when
they addressed this House, and when
they addressed their constituents ; when
they went forth to public meetings. as
they had done during the past summer
in the country, edneavoured to instil
into the minds of the public of this
country that the Opposition desired to
increase the taxation of this country.
They said the desire of those who
asked for protection was to make
things dearer. He asked the hon.
gentlemen what was the experience of
the past? Look at the boot and shoe
trade; how was that interest compared
with what it was when the duty was
small ? In an intelligent, active, arn-
bitious community like that of Canada,
there was not the slightest danger of
fearing that Protection would make
things necessarily dear. There would
be sufficient competition always to
prevent a thing of that kind occurring.
That had been abundantly manifested
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in the boot and shoe interest, as well
as among other interests. The only
thing there vas a danger of over-pro-
tection in, was in any article that
might be confined to a limited
space or to limited numbers,
where rings could be formed. Look
alt the article which was raised
in the county of Lambton, which the
hon. the First Minister represented-an
article which to-day has a duty of 60
per cent. upon it, and which these gen-
tlemen1had held at over 100 per cent.,-
why? le wanted no rings, he wanted
no extreme protection. The gentlemen
asked if they desired the same amoant
of protection that the people of the
United States had. They did not;
they did not require it, but they wanted
such an arrangement of the tariff as
should take off the duties on goods
which they could not produce, and put
then upon those that tbey did. The
revenue would not then be altered. All
the Government required was that a
revenue of $23,000,000 should be
raised. It was a matter of no conse-
quence upon what articles the tariff
was raised, whether it were less upon
one article and more upon another.
That was where he wanted the Gov-
ernment to show their statesmanship
and their ability to manage the affairs
of this country, by lessening the duties
on tea and on articles which they
could neither raise nor manufacture,
and increasing them on others; and in
that way they would still raise the
revenue, and still be able to protect
the manufacturing interests of the
country. When the hon. the Minister
of the Interior interrupted him, ho was
going on to make a few remarks in
connection with something that
dropped from the present hon Minister
of Justice, and also from the hon. the
Minister of the Interior. In their
speeches last night on the subject now
before the louse, they attempted to
answer the many assertions that had
been made in this House and out of
the House, that there had been a re-
action affecting the popularity of the
present Government in the country.
They were forced to admit and did
admit that there was a reaction, but the
hon. the Minister of Justice qualified
it by saying it was more apparent than
real. Hie did not know how apparent
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it might be, but he fancied that
the hon. the Minister of lnland
Revenue (Mr. Laurier) would admit it
to be real as well as apparent. le
must have, felt that his position had
been very much changed since the
time when he gave them to understand
that, in early life, when he set out as a
public man, and took a position in the
public affairs of this country, ho had
raised for himself lofty and high
standards-so high that ho could not
find them even in this country-and
that he looked to Gladstone and to
Bright, and other men of high position
in Great Britain, as those whom ho
desired to follow, and whose example
he desired to emulate. The hon.
gentleman went on to speak of his own
position, and the hon. the First Minister
must have felt very uneasy when lie was
speaking as to the question whether
lie had been offered a seat previously
in that Cabinet, when ho stated that ho
might have had one, but if he had been
offered it he would not have taken it;
he felt lie never could have conde-
scended to that, while a gentleman of
whom such hard things had been said
by his cclleagues in former days was
a member thereof, and therefore tainted
it-he felt he could not take a seat in
it until that gentleman was removed.
But when the hon. gentleman conde-
scended to rather lower his standard
and bis ideals, and what should he to
him his object in life, as to take a
portfolio from what might b called a
moribund Government, if not an effete
Government, he certainly lowered his
ideal very much; and he thought the
day would come when that hon. gentle-
man would feol that that was the
mistake of his life-when ho would
feel that if he desired to emulate the
principles of the gentlemen whOse
names ho mentioned as statesmen il,
Great Britain, he would not have cOn-
sented to take a portfolio from 
Government in whom the country had
voted, election after election, and year
after year,since they had been in poWO,
a want of confidence. If he understo
anything about the position of thi
country-about responsible Govern
ment, and what was expected 5 iad
required of it under the constitutin)f
this country-it was that this body
formed the popular branch of tleI40*
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lature of this country; that the Gov-
ernment must be in accord with that,
and they must be in accord with the
public sentiment of the people ; and,
whenever, they ceased to be in accord
with the people, then it was their
bounden duty to appeal to the cou ntry,
to- sec whether they were or were not
to give place to those in whom the
coantry had confidence. What further
was required in order to convince
these gentlemen that this reaction had
taken place ? They had had, since
the last Session of Parliament, no less
than two Ministers who had gone back
to their constituents and had been un-
seated. The hon.,the Minister ofInland
Revenue had himself been unseated
-agentleman who stood bigh, person-
ally, a gentleman of scholarly attairi-
ments, a gentleman who was popu
lar, living in his own county, yet he
iailed to carry the constituency, though
going back with all the prestige, and
ail the increased influence which a
portfolio and a seat in the Ministry
gavehim. This Government had suc-
ceeded in retaining their places for the
past four- years, very much in the
same way that Mark Twain said his
grandmother was ablo to make a pair
of stockings last for seven years-that
was by knitting new feet to theu
every year and new legs every
other year. These gentlemen had
retained their position in office for
four years by continuous changes.
Something like a dozen of ,them
had been changed, so that they
had an almost entirely new Govern-
ment. About a dozen 6f them had
made for themselves beds on which to
lie comfortably the balance of their
days; and, if rumour-was correct, there
were several more of them looking for
soft places to lie down in. Notwith-
standing the assertion of the
hon. member for South Waterloo
(Mr. Young), this Government
had gone back on every princi-
ple they had asserted or maintained,
had broken every promise or pledge
they had given to the country before
they took office, and had violated every
profession they made while they were
in Opposition. What was to become of
the public men of this-country, and of
the public opinion of this country, if,
while gentlemen were in Opposition,

15

they enunciated certain principlhs, and'
after they had %succeeded in dispiacing
their opponents, they thought they
had done ail that was required of then
and, therefore, they were not to
carry out the pro1mises an1 pledgos
they had made, and whjeh had induced
the cotitry to give them the posi-
tion they now oecupied ? If that was
to be the case, what assurance could
the country have that, at any future
time, the public nien of this countrv
would carry out their pledges, Qr that
they had any higher ambition than
that of simply getting seats on the
Treasury benches ? The present Gov-
ernment must have felt that they
desired to be saved from their friends,
when the gentleman who last spoke
aldressed the llouse-the member for
S uth Waterloo (Mr. Young)-who
stated that if there was one thing
more than' another, for which this
Governmerit had retained the confi-
dence of this House and the country,
it was that they had carried
out every principle they had enun-
ciated while in Opposition that
they had performed every pledge and
fultilled every promise they bad given.
Wbat was the illustration he gave
when he was asked what they had
donc ? Why, the illustration he
gave was that they bad forced the
late Government to pass the Contro-
verted Elections Act-when they were
still the Opposition-like the hon. the
Postmaster General, w'ho told them
the other night that for every good
Act upon the Statute-book of this coun-
try, they were indebted to the fact
that the then Opposition, those who
now occupied the Mlinisterial benches,
had forced this Government to pasa
it. If that was true, the assertion
made by the hou. member for
Waterloo, that they had served a
long ipprenticeship, that for twenty
years they had been journeymen in
Opposition, showed that they were a
great deal more efficient as journey-
men than they bad ever shown therm-
selves to be as masters. like
many other journeymen, like many
other men who were good servata
and were able to do the work that
qtbers cut out for them, they were
perfectly incapable of originating and
carryiug out any work on their owu
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account. They had botter go bac
into Opposition, where ie was willin
to admit they dlid show some itt
ability, and where Iley did eindeavou
at times to assist the Ministry o
the day to carry out imeasur
for ihe benetit of ihe country
but they hald thoroughly filed
since they took otiice, to carr
our such nieasures in the least iota
lis hon. friend frorn Victoria, Nel
Brunswick (Mr. Costigan). for th
past three years, had asked that ther
inight be an annesty granted t
O'Donoghbue. The Government of th
day, backed up by their followers
voted that down ; they said, by a ver
large majority, that such a ime:isur
should not be earried. Those sam
gentlemen, when in Opposition, ha(
stated that they would see the authorit)
and dignity of larliament mnnîntained
that Parliainent should have full con
trol of all matters connected with th(
State. When they obtained powei
they overiJ de every law, and did wha
Parliainent had thrice said they shoulc
not do. They over-rode the vote o.
Parlian ment i brice told,when, during the
recess, they granted a partial amnesty
to hii to whom they had refused
to do justice before. When bis hon
friend lrom Victoria pressed thai
matter on tbem, they refused tc
pass the vote ; but in the recess they
passed an Order in Couneil to do that
which Parliament had repeatedly said
should not be done. lie (Mr. Gibbs)
was one of those who voted last Session
that the amnesty should be given to
O'Donoghue, believing that he had no
part whatever in the murder of Scott ;
and that bis being an Irish Roman
Catholie was no reason why le
should be treated in a different
manner from the others. But those
gentlemen who in Opposition said Par-
liament should be paramount, should
be omnipotent, called upon their fol-
lowers to vote down the act of justice
that was asked for O'Donoghue, and
then, by an Orderin Council, trampled
vpon the rights of the people and upon
the authority and power of Parliament.
They were told that the Order in
Couneil was passed in Septe muber, but
it was not made known till after
the election for Drummond and Artha-
baska. The hon. the Premier evidently
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k intended to keep back the information
unti1 they should be prepared tosprii

le a general election upol the counltry
but the necessity of the case wn

f urgent, and, finding their seats wer,
s inperilled, they wCr forced to briîg

that act to light at the eleetion fn
1, Quebec East, in order to influence the
y large nuniber of i rish Catholic electors

there to secu]re t ihe seat for their col
Sleague. le would pass to another
e clause in the resolu tions,referring to the
e treaties which had been made with the
o Indians in the North-West. le was
e very glad that the policy of this coun.

try and the policy of Great Biîtain
y had ever been a hurmane, a judieious
c and a wise policy towards our Indians,
C Ile fully agedwith that Policy u

Ijoined issue with. the remarks uît th
bon. gentleman wxho secondec iet
resolution, who travelled eut of Iii,

-- ,xvay to pass a high eulogium upo!: tlie
l)olicy of' the Americari G-ovcrw1mu11t

rin regard to their ladians, ;,
liew stated, w.18 superior. to that ut*
Canada. le (Hri. Gibbs (Icnied thiai

F altogether. ai-d field that no cotlntï,v
hiad a better policy thiai this utî

rfor dealing with andi protecting thie
red man of* the woocis. 11e wvas ple.ased

tb add bis congratulations on
Or havin1g beom e 1)ossessed of

that vast tract of country in
the North-West, and believed it would
prove of great benefit to this couatrv.
although hon. gentlemen on the Othe"
side had always opposed the acquish
lion of that part of' the eountry. Ail

bon." gentleman said the other evelinq
that ho did not oppose the acquisitionl,
but the manner in whioh, it 'vas made.
jWeII, they could always find some rea-
son when they wanted to oppose ânflY
thing; but while they weire disussiull
and quibbling over the paymelit If
£300,000 for a territor 'y which WeS
larger by 86,000 square miles than th'
whole of iRussia in Europe, which made
Canada larger than the whole Of the
United States, the acquisition was calr-
ried ont in spite of them. And nOW"

they found that Canada had not Only
gained something in dominion,' but the
nucleus of what would make her one Of
the foremost nations of the earth; and,
when that fertile counitry bocamne the
home of teeming millions,1 the v'
home of industry and cormreODd
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hle trusted of manufactures also-the

people of Canada would know to whom
thev were rnost indebted. He was
±lad to know that another successfut
ret V had been formod by the Govern-

qtei with those Indians, and that so
larage a ,ortion of their country had
been eeded to Canada. He quite
agreed with the hon. member for North
Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) that it was
better to pay a handsome sum yearly
than to have.to go to war, at the cost
Ot bloodshed and treasure, as the
Anerîicans had had to do; but he
(ltffered altogother with the hon. gen-
tleman as to the manner of treating
Indians in the States being botter than
that of Canada. Whilo ho was in the
ciy of 13angor, he listened to a lecture
by the lon. Wendell Phillips upon
th1is subject. He (Mr. Gibbs) heard
from him accounts of the barbarous
manner in which the United States
(overnment had treated the Indians;
how they had spent a hundred
million dollars to exterminate them,
and how they had been robbed of their
possessions; and the lecturer wound up
an cloquent discourse by taking Up
a blue-book and reading fron it
the evidence of a gentleman who had
been a United States Commissioner for
many years. In this evidence hie said
that, for over fourteen years, in all the
treaties that had been made between
the Indians and the United States, in
no single instance had he known them
to bc violated by the Indians; but, on
the other hand, the United States
(+Overnment had broken every treaty
tbey had ever made. The lecturer
wound up with a long allusion to
the policy of Canada and the British
<overnment towards their Indians, and
the small armount of expense incurred.
They would see that the result of that
Poley was that the Indians of Canada
were loyal to the British Crown ; and, if
a war between the United States and
Canada occurred the next day, they
Would come in arms to the support ofthe Government that had treated them
a well, against the Government that

d behaved to them in so different ananner. These were not his own
Opinions Siuply, but those of Mr.

'neIl PU ips one of the first oratorsiin the -U~nited )
down h nied States. Before he sat

, e desired to make one or two
15½

remarks in reference to the boasts
he had hoard hon. gentlemen make on
the other side of the louse, moie
especiallv the hon. meinbers for Norith
Sincoo (Mr. Cook) and SouLh Waterloo
(Mr. Young), that they should be
returned to the House by mach larger
majorities than beibre. They claiied
that there had been a reaction in favour
of their party; but, when they went to
the coun try, they would find that that
reaction had been very slight. Tho
time to boast was not when a man was
putting on his harness, but when he
was putting it off. They should wait
until the next election. and thon those
gentlemen who were so very sanguine
and positive mright find they had mis-
understood the feeling of the country.
He spoke in general terms and lad no
idea of referring to his own county.
It was a matter of little importance
whether ho were returned or not; but
he courted the earliest possible
opportunity for the country to pro-
nounce upon the derelictions of duty
on the part of the present Government,
regardless of what it i mplied to himself,
if by a geaeral olection that Govern
ment was turned out of office. What was
the resultof their action? They saidthe
election of 1872 was a corrupt election.
But, when they had gained power, did
they pass a law that there shoald be
no interference with the free vote of
the people ? No ; they did niot pass
the Election Law until after the general
election, and the result was that nearly
one quarter of their number were un-
seated for corruption and bribery,
showing that they ought to have passed
it. Again, one of the hon. members had
raked up a hornet's nest by referring
to the publie expenditure. He must
have forgotten that the Government
had expended millions of dollars with-
out the consent of Parliament, after
the statement made by the Govern-
ment in Opposition that Parliament
should have full control over all ex-
penditure. He would not detain
the House any longer upon this
point, as he hoped to have an oppor-
tunity, when the Budget came down,
of making some further remarks upon
the question of the commerce and trade
of the country. He could only say that
he hoped those ion. gentlemen who
had control of the louse and held the
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reins of Governmnt-and he said it
in the kindliest manner-would give
the country an early opportunitv of
expressing its opinion upon the con-
duct of affairs under the present
Governmcnt.

31R. PATERSON said that. if they
were to go over the different points
eontained in the resolution, and define
ail the points in the Speech from the
Throrie, they would tind there were
materials for a long and important
speech. They found there subjects of
the firs: consideration te this country,
and such as night well find space in a
Speech from the Throne. In the first
piace they karned that nothing beyond
the or:linary business of the eeuntry
required their attendance in Parlia-
ment.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. PATERSON said he anticipated

these cries of " hear, hear," but he
would tell the hon. gentlemen who
uttered tbem that they would have an
opportunity of speaking, as some had
already donc. on that point. Ie would.
ask them, if there was anything more
than the ordinary business of the coun-
try that demanded their attention,
what extraordinary thing it was for
which they had been summoned? If,
as had been pointed ont, thev were
summoned in order to carry on the
" ordinary business of the country,"
they might congratulate themselves
that they had not, like many other
nations and other Parliaments, any
extraordi nary business to discuss. They
had, next, the eongratulatory fact that
His Excellency ha>îd been able to visit
some of the Provinces whieh, durin-
his term of office, he had hitherto not
been able to reaeh ; and they had aIso
the pleasing fact that he had not only
personally visited, and made himself
acquainted, with every Province consti-
tuting this Dominion, but that its vast
outside territories had been also
explored by him. The next point they
had to congratulate themselves upon
was the settlement of a question that,
fôr a long time, had received grave
considel ation, and this was the Fishery
Claims. The information reached them
la tyear that a dec-ision had been arrived
at by the Arbitrators, and this decision
was that, for using those valuable fish-

MR. GIBBS.

eries of Canada and Newfou.ndland the
American nation should pay $5,500,00)
compensation. The country bowed to
that tribunal and accepted the aiount:
they, nevertheless, knew the fuill value
of thoir national rights, and felt tla
the tribunal might have given a
greater amount wit hout doin g injustie(
to the other party. They cane next

1 to a matter of very great congratula.
tion to the people of this country, to
the subject of the great progress that
was being made in arts and manufi-
tures-notably in nmanufcturie ani
productions. They were called upon to
congratulate themselves that such gre
suecess had attended the efforts
the Governmient in opening u) a
trade with the Australian Colonies b,.
availing themselves of the Exhbition
held at Sydney, where their produets
and manufactures were shown side b-v
side with those of other nations, and
bore away the palm from countrie,
that had been engaged in manufacture'
for centuries past. Thero bd been
statements made with regard to the
depressed condition of tbe country.
but he was glad to hear those stite
ments were not borne out by faàc1.
The hon. member for North NorfHl
(Mr. Charlton) had pointed out Ihm.
notwithstanding the difficulties wlhcl
surrounded the manufacturers here
they were still thriving and stilla
gressing, and by doing so made himsel
the butt of the opposite >ide of tl
House, so that a denunciation of th,
arguments and statements of the loi.
member had formed the bulk of Ile
speeches delivered. ie thought some
of the gentlemen who addressed the
House might have dealt a little more
fairlv with the hon. member. Thee
was such a thing as fair criticism; and
when they charged a member i

abandoning the principles he hadpreý
viously advocated, they should be care

fui thàt they understood his langua
and that their criticisms had a basl'
fact. Ie would riot attem)t to defel
the hon. member for North Norfolk r
ask that mercy or clemency should te
shown to him; but he wished to mtai
understood that the sentiments O
hon. member on the ProtOctil' o
tion were precisely the saune 3s th.
uttered by him two yearsago. Thbon

member for North (ast gr
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1,owell) informed the House that the

bon. member for North Norfolk

(gr. Charlton), in bis able speech,
when he bad the honour of seconding
the Address, told them much n con-

tradiction of what he had said two

years beforo; and, to justify the posi-
tion lie had taken up, said Le would read

the actual words of the hon. m'ember.

ie did read extracts from the speech
made by the hon. member two yea-s
ago; such extracts as served his pur-

pose. Ho took certain expressions
from that speech and left. out others,
and then asked th-e House to form
acomparison between the two speeches.
He (Mr. Paterson) considerod that
was nothonourable, and Le would re-
conn-mend the hon, member for North
Hastings to read the lecture given by
himself to the member forNorth York
(Mr. Dymond) under circumstancos
somewhat similar. On page 106
of the Hansard for 1876, tbey
would fnd that, iii a debate that
took place on the depression of trade,
the hon. inember for North Hastings
took to task the hon. member for
North York for misquoting MXr.
Thomas White and his resolutions at
,the Dominion Board of Trade, and he
said:

"It is very fortunate for the hon. gentleman
to forget sometimes, although it is not an
excuse for the bon. gentleman to forget any-
tling. I suppose be bas the same frailties as
other people; but I say to the House that the
hon. gentleman did not quote the whole reso-
lution, but a portion of both resolutions, and

ba qinotation to this Boutse ot' only one-half,
fie lef a fase impression on, the mins cf
hon. nembers; a proceeding -hieb should b
beneathi t he dignity of a gentleman occupying
bis exalted position in this country."
And yet he did the same thing with
referece to the s<peech1i of the lion.
menmnber- tor North Norfolk, delivoredi

-0 I ago. The hon. iiiebeir for
rth Norfolk thn took the ground

at we shuld have a tarit levied
an cr articles, so that,

Wate ar amrnount of tariff there
be, preciîsely the sa-me amount

Protection nmight be given onarticles upon which the tariff
te levied. And the r-emarks of'
er hon. Member on that occasion'

bet e these : " The issue is not an issue
Pree Trade and Protection ; the

aisforded this-is the pîrotection nowff dequate for our industries ?"

That was tho basis of his reasoning,
and wherein lay the contradiction.
The hon. gentleman took the ground
that Canada Lad protection in the tariff
as it stood, and that the issue laid
before the flouse angl the country was
not whether they should have pro-
tection or freo trade, but whether they
should have protection to a greater
extent than the cotntry had at present?
Then he went on to advocate the tariff
known as the revenue tariff-a tariff
which, while securing revenue at the
same time gave protection to the
manufacturers of articles upon which
the tariff was levied; andnow, in 1.878,
fie was found to be advocating precisely
the same tariff, and showing now, as he
did in 1876, that the extreme
protection of the Unite'd States had
dama zecd not only that country, but
alo i ho m anufacturers ofthat country.
le thought he ad now shown that the
hon. inember for North Norfolk (5r.
clari on) Lad been misrepresented in
his statement to this House. Now, if
Lbey would consider for a moment this
question of trade which bad arisenl out
of the consideration of this paragraph,
he would say, speaking for hinself,
that his views were the same as those if
the hon. m ember- for North Norfolk two
years ogo, and his views wcr.c the Fame
now as they were then. 1e believed
in the maintenance of a tariff which
levied duties on goods which were
manLufactnrcd and produced in this
country, because he believed that the
existence of manufacturing industries
in our midst was a benefit to our
whole cornunity. Now, as then, ho
believed that, if they adopted the
United States tariff, which was a pro
hibitory tariff, it would prove a curse
aliko to the community and the nanu-
facturers. There was a certain point
to which they could go in this matter
of Protection; but when tbey went
beyond it they destroyed -alike their
revenue and .tbeir manufacturing in-
torests. Whattbeyhad to consider was
the argament that under the present
tariff our manufactories were being
crushed. They had heard the hon. gen-
tleman read Dun, Wiman & Co.'s list of
failures-a black list, ns he admitted;
but, when the hon. gentleman was
asked whether tbey were manùfae-
turers or traders who were in that list,

Àddre88. 229Lno



[COMMONS.]

he said, both. It w-as an easy answer;
but let him give a truthful answer to the
question of the bon. the Minister of the
Interior. and lie would find that a vast
proportion of the failures were failures
on the part of.traders ratier than on
the part of manufacturers. Our
manufacturers were now thriving and
prosperous, considering the state of
things which now existed. If the state-
ment of the hon. gentleman was cor-
rect, that the present tariff vas des-
troying our industries, that under that
tariff tbey were languisbing or dying,
that with foreign competition they
were being eut off and destroyed, then
ail the manufacturing establish ments
in the country must cease If it was
the competition of the United States
manufacttrers with our own that was
closing some foundries, some machine
shops, some boot and shoe shops, thon
everyone of the same kind ofrmanufac-
tory must inevitably close its doors
also; but if any manufactories in the dif-
forent lines were at the present time
making money while others were
Josing it, the argument was inevitable
that what had closed soine of our
manufactories bad been not outside
competition but home competition.
Then it would not be protection
against the Anerican rnanufieturer,
the English manufacturer, or tlie Ger-
man manutcturer, that would confer
any benefit ; but they would réquire
protection against the home manufac-
turer-the neighbour who was making
monev while bis neighbour lost it
If there was one boot and shoe
manufactory in this country that
was making money and enriching
itself, it was proof positive that it was
not American, English or German com-
petition that had closed other manu-
fhtories of a like kind, but that it was
the keen home corpetition. Viewed
in that light, ho pointed them to their
woolen mills, their cotton mills, their
iron works, their rolling milis, their
b>ot and shoe manufactories, the vari-
ous industries which were rur ning on
full time,and contended thatwhere they
could find one of those making money,
that one stood forth as a living testi-
mony to the falsity of the argument
that the manufacturers who had to close
their business did so because of
outside competition. It was because

MR. PATERSON.

Address.

they bad been going at a pace a little
too fast; it was because, having such
an amount of protection as they now
had, men had, put their capital into
enterprises recklessly, and too nanv
of' the same kind had sprung up inth'e
country. He was himself engaged in
three different linos of manufacture;
and ho spoke with a knowledge, not
of those only, but of all those industries
which were suffering, not from outside
competition, but from the erection ot
too many industries of the same kind
in this country. 1e, as a manufacturie.
rejoiced that, through the efforts of this
Government, people were beginning
to sec the facilities there were for put-
ting Canadian goods side by side with
thoso of other countries, and of opening
up a larger market than our own.
The right bon. member for Kingston
(Sir John A. Macdonald) had said that
ho was very glad that Canada had been
successful at the Exhibition in Sydney,
New South Wales, and that steps were
being takon to show Caiadian goods
at the Paris Exhibition this year; but
ho would have been still more glad if
they had directed their attention to our
own home market. The hon. member
for North Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) had de-
elared that ho thought it money well
exponded in conveying our goods to
those foreign exhibitions. lie (M.
Paterson) conceived that this melt
that, if we could exhibit manufactil'es
in Àustralia, and the Government ot
this country expended the publie
money in order that manufacturers
might be enabled to exhibit the pro-
ducts of their manulactories at distant
points like that; they, as intelligent
men, must accord a meed of praise to

that Government, because they antici-

pated that by that means a great inter-
natiotial good would arise, and a great
international trade spring up, with the

other nations of the earth. He beld
that the hon. member for North On-

tario, as well as the right hon. member
for Kingston, in voting this moneY
were cognizant of the fact, and ad
mitted that they believed that the
woild in that way do what would t0nd
to develop our industries. Thon, Wh"d
sense was there in saying that we on

meet the United States in Aust
and selil oui goods there in compet the
with them, and not be able to do
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same thing at home. It was for that
reason that he (Mr. Paterson) rejoiced
that such facts had been communicated
to the louse by His Excellency; and
he called the attention of the manu-
facturers and producers of this country
to the energy which had been displayod
by this Government in seeking to
blild up, in this legitimate manner, in
which they might fairly do it, the in-
distries of the country, in order tbat
our manufacturers might find their
proper plaee, and that our trade might
be extended far beyond four millions
of people ; that we might go to homes
which iiot long ago were savage homes,
:md there find articles whieh had been

e:ited bv the artizans, the mechanies
and the workmen of this country. le
desired to say no more on this subject,
a a diseussion upon it might arise on

the occasion of the Finance Minister
making his Budget speech, but he
muld refer to a few other subjects

that had beei touched upon. Although
he sat on the Opposition side of the
Hu1se. it would be understood that
when he used the expression " this sideof the House," he was excepting him-
sef f tit Was pretty well known that,
though he fileed the hon. the First
M'niter, he did not face him in Oppo-

Mi.o'
Ma PLUMIB: We wiIl not claim you.
-R. PATERSON: You will not

dann me, -Mr. Plumb, and I am
rather glad we do not claim you.

R. SPEAKER: The hon. gentie-
mfan will please address the Chair.

tMR. PATEIRSON said that, when
tle h, gentleman had interrupted j
he. -o 'Mr. Paterson) thought

enioht address him in return.lie hall been about to say some-athife in regard to some other
rflhottens whiCh had been touched upon

honat- gentlemen in Oppositionwlo sat upon that side of the House.Perhaps they were not aware that in
e enlearks they had made thev had

s lngtuage which was, perhaps,
wairant Tan circumstances would
hownt There had been some temper

som a expressions used. and
both aideions made which, he thought,
hadi eOtter ite ouse woild agree
rerette have been left unsaid. Hie

that it was neecessary for

members of one party in this House
when speaking of another party in the
House, which was ai, least quite as
numerous and respectable as them-
selves, to use the term $he first use of
which was- attributed to Sir Francis
Eincks, though he did not know by
whom it was originated, and call the
Ministry of the day and its supporters
an organized hypocrisy. He did not
quite understand the meaning of the
term, but he supposed it meant
that they were a band of organized
hypocrites. If it could be charged
that the supporters of the Govern ment
had been banded together for the pur-
pose of making hypocrisy successful,
then they ought to be driven from
the place which was now thetirs,
and consigned to the oblivion
which they deserved; but they
were glad to know that tho statement
that they were an organized band of
hypocrites was not necessarily true
because the hon. gentlemen had uttered
it. It would be better if those hon.
gentlemen would be more carefut in
what they said. What constituted a
hypocrite? It was a man who pro.
fessed to desire something and mean
something, when he did not desire and
did not mean it. But in regard to the
Ministrv of the day, and the princi-ples
which they had enunciated in Oppo-
sition, was that staiement borne
out? What were the pritnciples
enunciated by them in Opposi-
tion ? The member for 8>ith
Waterloo (Mr. Young) had gone over
them, in a measure, and he (Mr. Pater-
son) would still further allude to them.
What did they advocate in Opposition ?
Did they not advocate simultaneous
elections, so that the country should. not
be kept in a state of turmoil andt ex-
citement for a long period ? Would
the hon. gentlemen dare to say that
they were hypocrites in that respect ?
He would remind the hon. gentlemen
that, wheu the elections ef 1874 were
brought on, there was not a law iii the
Statute-book which compelled the
Government to bring them on simul-
taneously; that it was quite in their
power, and they had as much right as
the leadei of the previous Govern ment
had, in the election of 1872, to
put up candid)ites in the constituenoies
where they were strongest, in order,
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as Conservative orators had lately been
doing., that they night parade a list of
members in whose elections .they bad
heen successfil, iii the hope of influenc-
ing other elections which were to-fol-
low. But the nembers of the Govern-.
ment were inen of principle, and the
moment they got in.to power their
inherent idea of right led them tô
bring on the elections of 1874 simul-
taneously. It would be necessary Ibr
hon. gentlemen of the Oppogition, if
the supporters of the Government.were.
an organized band of hypocrites, to
prove that they were about to do
away with the present law on this
subject before the next general eiec-
tion, in order that the advantage of
separate elections night he theirs. But
had there been any such attempt ?
This was one of the principles which
thcy had contended for in Opposition,
whicli had been placed on the Statute-
book of the coUntry, and which had
been carried into etfect ; and yet men
would rise, and, in the hearing of'truth,
loving und intelligent 'Men, -would
charge themr with being an organized
,band of hypdcrites. He calhed the
attention of the1House to the fact'that
there was fnot ~one sirgle principle
which the present Giovernment had
enuneiated in Opposition which
had not been carried out by
them. 11e had given then one
instance, but he would not cease there.
What was another princi ple contended
for by the present Ministry when they
were the le2ders of the Opposition ?
It was that they should have, in the
case of contróverted elections, an ap-
peal to the judges of the land., men
renoved froi political bias., and
partisanship; that those trials should
be takea away from the partisan com-
mittees before whom t-hey took place
i% days gone by, in order that the
rightful occupant of every seat
in this House might keep it; they
plaed that law on the Statute-book,
and there that law remained. But, not-
'withstanding that, hon. gentlemen
stilI. said they were an organized
bafid of hypïocites. That law was
to-day on the Statute-book, and to
prove the hypocrisy of the Govern-
ment, bon. gentlemen would have
to prove that they intended te
remove it. Another principle that

MR. PÂTaSoN.

was contended for by the, Reform-
party was the, absolute nocessity, in
the interest of, þublic morality, that
tbey should -have a more pure and
stringent Election Law; that bri.
bery and córrupt practices shoula
be put down with a strong hand.
Hon. gentlemen told them that the
Ministry had violated that :principle.
He chalienged the hon. gentlemen who'
made that statement to prove it. The
right hon. momber for Kingston had
taken credit that he was the one who
placed the measure on th Sta ùte-book;
but it bad been\.told to the right hon.
gentleman, and be scarèely denied it,
that he only did it because he was led
or driven thereto by the strenuous
efforts of members of the Reform
party. He knew that that measure had
been introduced by the bon. meniber
whonow led the Government,that itwas
pressed iipon Parliament, resisted by
the followers of the right hon. member
for Kingston, and -tossed ont of the
House; but, when they came back fron
the general election of 1872, nd he
found the Opposition was stronger in
the country, and in the House., thanhe
thought, he at last consented to enact
the law ; and, he would ask, s-hou Id the,
credit be -given to the hon. gentleman
and the .party who up to te làst
moment had resisted the measure, or
to the party who pressed it on him,
till,as a last resort, in order to obtain
offiée, he was foreed to yield ? The
hon. gentiemen of the Opposition
laid great stress on. the argument,
and had endeavoured to prove, that
there had becri an abandonment of
principle on the part of the lReform
party who had desired purity of elec-
tions. because some cotested, election
trials had resulted unfavourably to
members of that party. >He (Mr.
Paterson) desired to make no personal
allusions. lie thQught the point on
whieh'the members of the Opposition
were weak was personal allusions. He
did not know that it was ever claimed
by the Reform party that,as individuals,
they were purer th-an the members of
the Opposition ; but they hadclaimed
that it was in the interests of purity
that an Election Law should be placed
on the Statute-book -compelling mem-
bers of their party, as well.as their op-
ponents, to be pure. They had recog-
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nised the tendency of human nature to
seek success, and perhaps sometimes
to go beyond what was strictly right
in order to obtain it; and.they desired
to placé auch strict watch on the con-
duct of public men that if they went
beyond wbat was right tbey should be
deprived of theirseats. Therefore,if
many of the Reform party had been
unseated because of corrupt practices
-many of tbem ofa very trivial natùre,
which proved the stringent character of
the law passed by the Reformâ party
in this Itouse,-it simply proved that
those gentlemen bad departed from
their principles, which were, that the
electors should be left to give their
full, free and un biassed votes in favour
of the men whom they desired to
enunciate their principles in Parlia-
ment. There was another prineiple
that was advocated by the lReform
party when -they were in Opposition,
-and that was the princi ple of votihg
by ballot. Were the blinistry aud
their followers an organized band of
hypocriÈes In advocating that? Let
them look- at the records. Let theni
read the denials of the statement which
had beeri uttered here in the fact that
voting by ballot was now the law of
the land, and v as made so by the party
now in power, who advocated it while
in Opposition. Another great princi-
ple had been maintained by the Re-
form party in Opposition, and tiis
was that the louse, the representa-
tives of the people, should control the
public expenditure.

An LoN.' MEMBER: Hear, hear.

Ma. PATERSON said he was glad
to know, ià om ti>e cry ofï" bear, heur,"
that the lon. niember of the Opposi-
tion understood1 Reform principles so
well; he only wished they would
practice tlcm a lidle mbre. This
prilciple had been violated by the
then Goveinment of the day, and yast
*Sums of money bad been taken out of
the bands of, Parlianenit and vested in
the hands of the thirteen gentlemen
who at the ti me composcd the respon-
sible advisers of the Crown. - But the
first act of the present Government had
been te hand back the control ofthe pub-
he expenditure to the representatives
of the people. The grand and distin-
guishing principles of the Reform party

had been cari ied out'.i their practice
by the Governmeint of theday. The
hon. members of the Opposition should
be. more careful with regard to the
expressions they made use of in relation
to thé Reform party-a large majority
of the members of the House had been
branded as an organized hypocrisy.That
the Ministerial party was an organized
party b did .iot pretend to deny, b.ut
.they were not organized on the basis
or the platform of hypocrisy. They
were united by the only tie that should
bind public men together, and this tie
consisted of the great and grand prin-
ciples which 'they advocated. And it
was because they were so united in an
organized band, and because their
,opponents knew that they could not
weaken the ties which banded them
together, that they were thus roused
to fury. These hon. gentlemen declared
that tlhey (the Ministerialists) were an
organized .hypocrisy, but they were
organized on the grand principles for
wbich they had contendedin Opposi-
tion, and whieh they had put in
practice since thoir accession to power.
They'did not claim to be perfect, but
their. party w as pure; and, w ben ho
spoke of the purity of the Refonm
party, b wanted the hon. gentlemen
of. the Opposition to understand'dis-
tinctlythat he did not claim purity' for
all the members of the party mjnivid-
ually. IIe did' not think it tended to
the elevation of the tone of Parlia-
ment to bave one nemiber pointing
out hov arother member had acted
disgracefully. He claimed that, as a
party, the Reform party was the party
of purity; and he did so because 'they
had advocated measures which tended
to keep parties pure, On this ground be
held that their party -wxs the party of
purity, ·and not because they them-
selves were individually more pure
than others.

MR. PLUMB: Are you pure inno-
cents or pure in no sense ?

Ma. PATERSON asaid that, though
pure innocents,they were quite capable
of looking aftei-. the hon. gentleman
their iônocency wasnot of tl~at kind
which prevented them from seeing
through the tricks made use of by
hon. members of the Opposition. In-
nocent as they might be in m'atters of
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guilt, yet, when those hon. gentlemen
attempted by a flank movement to
snatch a partial success, they knew how
to defeat it. They were not quite as in-
nocent as hon. members of the Oppo-
sition at times desired. A matter on
which the Reform party felt very
strongly related to departmental man-
agement, the management of the
affairs of' the Government and the
country in a just and economical man-
ner. They folt there should be economy
combined with efficiency. Charges
had been made against the Government
that they had departed from the prin-
ciples which they had advocated in
Opposition in reference to this matter.
It was alleged that they had increased
the departmental expenditure and'
become extravagant. le sbould not
pretend to discuss this question now;
an opportunity would be offered for
doing so when the Public Accounts were
laid before the louse and the hon. the
Finance Minister detailed to the liouse
the financial condition of the country ;
but he ventured to say that when
they looked into the Public Accounts
up to the present year, the Opposition
would find it impossible to substantiate
their charges of extravagance, corrup-
tion and waste made against the Ad-
ministration. While the late Govern-
ment had run up its expenditure at the
rate of' two millions a year----10 mil-
lions in five years-the ordinary ex-
penditure of this Government was
almost the same last year as was the
expenditure made during the last year
of the late Administration, notwith.
standing the great and extraordinary
expenses entailed upon them, owing to
the engagements of the late Adminis-
tration. If the hon. the Finan ce Minis-
ter could show that he had reduced the
expenditure to a point even lower
than that of the previous Government,
-and he hoped this would be the case,
though he was not in a position to say
that it was so-he thought the refnta-
tion thus afforded against the attacks
of the Opposition would be sufficiently
plain, clear and distinct. Leading
members of the Opposition had gone
about the country making such accusa-
tions, but they had taken care to do
so when no one was present to reply
to and expose their mis-statements.
le regretted the fact that-as far as he
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was able to understand the policy of
the Opposition,-these hon. gentlemen
were not at the present time banded
together by any principle upon whieh
respectable and honourable members
of the House should be banded together.
They had listened in vain for the
enunciation of any principle or plat.
form upon which the Opposition
might combine. It was idle and use-
less to talk of the Opposition as being
united, and as standing together upon
any great platform. It was beyond
the comprehension of any man in the
House to know what their principles
were with reference to the great
trade question before the countrv.
They found the hon. member for Nor-th
Ontario advocating, in one part of his
speech, the levying of duties equal to
those levied by the Uni ted States Gov-
ernment, whi'e in another portion the
hon. gentleman took care to tell the
House that the Opposition did not wish
such duties to be levied. The hon.
gentleman did not even understand
what he meant hiniself; and how could
he (Mr. Gibbs) expect hon. members
of the Hoiuse to understand what he
meant. He gave the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston credit for know-
ledge on various points, bnt the
right hon. gentleman vas no authority
on the trade question of the day; the
right hon. gentleman did not com-

prehond the real position of commer-
cial affairs, nor was he in a position
to lead any members of the lieuse
in this connection The motions whieh
the right lion. member had made in
this relation, during the last few years,
might be read eitherway-as in favour
of free trade or of a retaliatorv tar-iff.

They were neither explicit nor clear'.
These resolutions were without mean-
ing, and the Conservative party Was

without meaning and equally withoUt
principle. The spectacle which the OP-
position had presented before the liouse
and country during the last two or three
days, and the last two or three Years,
bas been a lamentable one. Their
policy was one of slander of the
country's public men; it was infamous;
they invented slanders only to be comn-

pelled to withdraw them on notic
that otherwise they would be Call6e
upon to establish the truth of such
charges before the Courts. The OPPu'
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,ition insinuated-as had been done on
the previous evening-charges whieh
they dared not make publicly before
the*iouse; and when that fou! slander
was insinuated by a member of the
Opposition on the evening pievious,
they had witnessed the way in which the
slander, together with the slanderer,
had been crushed. The lHouse was the
tribunal of the people, before which
suchi charges, if at ail founded, should
be formulated in the manner in which
the hon. tLe Postmaster-General had
preferred his charges against the late
Government. The Opposition sought
to destroy the characters of the publie
men of the country in a cowardly
mianner by circulating through the
press, foul slanders and charges wbich
they dared not make in the House. If
the:e charges were well founded, ho
held that the Opposition was recreant
to its dutv in not formulating them
before the House. If established, he
would withdraw bis confidence from
those so assailedb; but he would tell hon.
menmbers of the Opposition that they
could unot shako the fàith of any fol-
lower of the Reform Administiation
in il by such a course as thev were
p)uruing. If the hon, gentilemen
thought otherwise, they were mightily
mistaken. Their faith in the Govern-
ment was only increased in ceonse-
quence of the fact that the Opposition
had invented, without any foundation,
slauder. after slander. The managers
of the organs of the Opposition had, in
MOre than one case, gone down on their
knees and penned the most abject
lPOlogies that ever were indited to
save themselves from prosecution in

this connectio. lie asked hon. mem-
to read the apology made to the

circu.eorge Brown, owing to the
ion n print of a foul slanderagainst that gentleman who was one of

l firstemen of this country. He
wOulcl refèr for a moment to the Inde-enudee Of Parliament Act. It had
as to tource of regret to hinm, as well
tofnd eth hon. gentle ien he believed,
t igdthat whether wittingly or unwit-'
tn,"ri.iand he believed it was donec
Hnosely -- certam members of theand h • violated the Act in question,

Pon th a easure brought reproach
the leorm party for which,

aroî have wished, no reason had

ever existed. But it could not be
charged against the Government that
thore was anything corrupt in the

¡ relations that had led to these viola-
tions of this Act. The spirit and object
of the law was to prevent the Govern-
ment of the day assuming a position
whereby they might force hon. mem-
bers to net contrary to their convictions
and prnciples, in order to carry
through some measure ropugnant to
the well-being or the interests of the
country ; but ho ventured to say that,
if the violations of the At which had
oceurred were weighed in this light, it
would be found that the letter, and not
the spirit of the law, had been broken.
The Government had never exercised
the slightest influence upon any lion.
gentleman who had offended in this
conneetion ; and these bon. gentle-
men belonged to both sides of the
lHouse. It could not be charged that
the hon. member for Lincoln, who was
a life-long staunch Reformer--he might
say the hon. gentleman was born a
Reformer-had been influenced in bis
attitude to the Administration, owing
to the fact that ho (Mr. Norris) had
been interested in a contract for the
carrying ofsteel rails. The bon. gen-
tleman had -long been a tried friend
of the Government of the day; nor
could it be said that the hon. member
for Ottawa (Mr. Currier) had been im-
properly influenced by the Administra-
tion, of whieh ho waws a steadfast and
steady opponent, in connection with
his unwitting violation of the law. No
restraint had been placed upon any
member of the House in this regard,
as had been shown by the mnanner in
which the hon. gentlemen had voted
in the House; thougli the letter of the
Act had been boeen br ken, its spirit
had been kept as pure as though these
transactions had never occurred. So
hard had the Opposition been driven
for charges to formulate against the
Goverrment, that they had not besita-
ted to attack the First Commoner
in the House, and to utter words
with reference to him which should
have been lett unsaid, especially as that
gentleman, owing to his position, had
been unable to reply to the attacks
made upon is ch'aracter. And this
attitude of the Opposition towards the
Speaker had been continued after that
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gentleman had been re-elected and
purged of anything that was corrupt
about the transaction, if any such'thing
existed. Nevertheless, citherin an un-
guarded 'moment. or in a moment of,
honesty, the leader of the Opposition
a year ago had plaed upon the pub--
lished reports ofthe House, in Hfansard,
a high tribute to the gentleman who
was the Speaker of the House. The
right bon. gentleman had stated that,
if the letter of the Statute.was violatei
in the Speaker's case, its spirit at least
was not, because, in every decision ho
(the Speaker) had delivered, the utmost

justice had been done. He was glad
to know that this was the case and on
record, because this formed a kind of
offset. tg. the rather unkind remarks
which that hon. gentleman (Sir John
A. Macdonald) had thought it'incum-
bout on himself to make on the occàsion
of the re-election ofthe Speaker. There
Was no proof that the Government
were parties to the violation of the
Statute; tbey had had no intention of
corruptingthe First Commoner in the
land. He would beg to remind the
House that, w.ben an attempt was made,
without trial, and without thé facts
being \properly before the House, to
dispossess that gentlema.n.of his seat,
this attempt was resisted by the Minis-
try and its supporters, who were ani-
matod by that sense of fair play which
should be' inherent in every man's
nature; the matter was referredtothe
Committee of Privileges and Elections
Which had had to' overthrow a prece-
dent that had been established in this
relation, before they could makre the
report they d id.; and it was wéll known
what a sacred thing, almost, precedent
vas in British history. What was the'

result ? It was this,-that before the
Connittee could report that the hon.
the Speaker had been guilty of atght
wron in itself or augLiht in' violation of
the Irdpendence of Parliament Act,
they had to Wipe Ont and set aside<a
precedent which bad been established
ythe previous Government; and,

instead óf using nny means to shield
The hon. the Spe-er, they had ren-'
dered that prece eut ziugatory, and
then reported that the hon. the
Speaker had violated what they con-
ceived ought to be the spirit- of the Inde-
pendene' of Parliament Act. • The ma-

MR. PATERSON.

jority of the members of the Committ
were Ministerialist3, and this report
showed the spiritfwhich anirnated th,
IReform party and its members with
reference to the maintenance iâviolate
of the Independence of Parliament Act

M. FARROW said at that late hour
he would content hinself by giving an
illustration, from which he trusted the
-House would judge the whole of the
speech of the hon. gentleman (*r.
Paterson). The hon. gentlenan Baid the
Opposition charged the Government
and Refortm parýty With being an organ-
ized hypocrisy. Sir Francis Hinckls had

give -them that name, and lie was
quite satisfied that Sir Francis lincks
should bear the odium ofit. And they
ail knew that Sir Francis Hincks was
a very god judge of human nature, as
well as being considered a gentleman
of extraordinary finaacial ability. The
best manner in which to rebut the pre-
tensions of any man was to quote his
own languago. They wore aware that,
when the Government acceded to
power, they were very cager for office
on the Treasury ben ches, and very eager
for money. It was not long subsequent.
ly that the hon. the. Finance Minister
hastened to London to borrow a -large
sum, and no doubt the English capital-
ists then asked him what securityl he
could offèr for a loan. The hocord
of the late Governmtent had then
just terminated; and he (Mr. Farrow)
wished to see ivhether the Hlouse
would call thq conduct of the hon.
the Finance Minister on that occasion
hypocrisy, or whether thoy would
look upon it in the light of the
song which used to be sung in CLiiada
sorme vears ago-" We all wear cloaks.
The hon. the Finance Minister, with
refi'ence to the financial condition Of
the country, thon declared:

" Tfie whole of the debt las been incurred
for legitimate objects of pu'blic utility. The
indirect advantage, fronithèse public works,
has already been found in the rernarkable
rapidity with whieh the commerce and the
mnate >rial prorperity of' the Dominion have
been deve lored; while a substantial increas
int the direct returns nay fairly be expectw
from the improvemeunts now in progrees an
to follow the steady progress of PoPult
and trade. The revenue has shown a CO
tinucus surplus, during eaeh year lifO
Ccnfe'deraticn ini 1f167, although iL bau, 'a
the interval, been charged with mnch heav
expenditure of an exceptional kind, suoh as
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the otlay coninected with the several Fenian
attacks on the country, the acquisition ard
organization of new territory, and providing
an adequate defensive force for the Dominion.
The eight years since Conlederation, there-
fore, exhibit an aggrregate suîîrplus of
£2,443,111 (equal to $11,889,08, and not
inclung the sinking fund) wvhich lias been

partially applied in the redemption of debt,
and partially expended in new works The
annuial payient for sinking fund ig inclu<ded
i the current ex-enditure, and forins, in
the aggregate, a further suni of £700000
(or $3,406,668) since Confederat ion."

This was what the hon. the Finance Min-
ister said in England; and -wlien ho vas
brought to book for these very remarks,
what did lie say ? It not iin words, in
substance he said that lie only just
held out this to hoodwink then; ho
did not mean what he said. iNow, ho
wanited this House and this country to
understand this, because it was very
material; and, if, afterthat, they would
place any reliance on any man that
would utter such sentiments, ho could
not. Was Sir Francis Hincks right
when lie called them an organized
hypocrisy? 11e would not sav that,
but he would say they were pretty close
to it. He was convinced in his own
mind that this Government would not
learn a lesson until they went to the
polls. After eighteen oi nineteen
elections had settled the problem in
Qucbec. and nearly every election else-
where,-their Ministers having been
defeated as fast as they had been set
Up,--yet they said there was no
reaction. Their unbelief was like that
Oftle Jews of old; he could compare
it to nothing else. With sucl light
before them, they said there was no
reaction ; and the polis alone would
cure them. He was thinking a little
While ago, when they had been
thoroughly defeated,-" They have
ears, but they hear iot; eyes have
they, but they see not; they have
hearts, but they seem to foel not; and
their colnsiences are seared." He
had Occasion to go to one or two pic-

Sand
,idig a he might say that his

bong was specially honoured by the
on* the Premier during last summer.
e went as a humble hearer. He wasaot invited on the platform,-yes, any

Ctnervative Was invited to go andtake up Mr. Mackenizie's idea of the
rteel ail transaction. They had a

L oge eo<,flurse of people, and some of

the Reformers said: " Now is your
chance; go forward." He was not
inclined to go forward ; and ho would
say hore what ho was not inclined to
say there. He would not tell this
-Houso the burden that was upon
Mr. iMackenzie's mind that day,
wben ho challenged the Conservatives
t come forward and revicw w'hat he
had done in regard to stcel rails.
-He was glad that the hon. the First
Minister was in the Ilouse, listening to
hirn ; and ho was glad that lie lad
this opportunity., here on the floor of
Parliament, wherc he could get a heai-
ing, to say what ho could not there.
le was not afr aid to meet Ihe lion in
his den on ltis very subject. Mr.
Mackenzie said: "Gentlcnen, what do
you think is the cry againîst me about
these steel rails? Why it is just this,
I boughft rails at $54 per ton, while
the late Government, wheri they werc
in povier, paid $84 a ton for them ; so
I saved $30 a ton." That was the way
ho explained the steel-rail transaction.
Now ho (Mr. Farrow) wished to ex-
plain it, as he had not the chance to
explain it there. Mr. Mackenzie paid
in England for these steel rails the
enormous sum of 82,923,900; adding to
that $15,000 of freight on 4,000 tons,
coming to Canada, and it made a total
of $2,938,900. Thon there was insur-
ance on these rails, and inland trans-
port, e222,884, and then they had the
interest to pay to the 30th of June,
1877, $271,365, making a total, in
round numbers, of neariy threc-and-a-
half millions. Now look at the profit
and loss aceount, in a few words :
Cash paid in England, as he had men-
tioned, $2,938,900 ; they could have
been bought last spring,-and this was
the charge ho brought against the
Premier, that ho bought these rails ho-
fore they were needed, and without
the authority of Parliament-for
$1,800,000 ; a clear loss to the
country of $1,138,000. Let the
Premier dispute this if ho could. This
was not ail the loss. Add the intorest
up to the 30th of June last, $271,365,
then add that loss of rails that was
given to the Pictou Railway, a clear
loss of $235,120, and the account of
loss now was $1,645,385 dollars, while
the interest, month after month, was
increasing to the tune of $13,500. In
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the Clinton speech the Premier was
vcry abrupt, though he (Ur. Farrow)
thouight he behaved and quittod himself
like a child. The Premier could not lot
the ConservUtives alone. Speaking
about protection, he said : I suppose
your member, Mr. Farrow, is a great
Protectionist; he proclaimirs himself a
Protectionist and a friend." Ho (Mr.
Farrow) su pposed that the Pronier did
not know he was a fiarmer, though he
split rails, and mowed, and ditehed ;
lie supposod the Premier thought he
was in sone lawyer's office, and did
not know anything about work. Not
only that, but hereferredto the fact of
Jh s being opposed by Dr. Tupper and
1. Orton, the farmor's friend, and said
it put him in mind of an anecdote of
an old Yankee. le said there was an
(ld Yankee attending a meeting at
which they vere ail applauding the
farmor. This old Yankee wanted to
bo higher than the rest; he wanted to
be a farmer above all the rest.
" Well," says he, " gentlemen, my
grandfather was a farmer, my father
was a farmer, and I am a farmer; in
fact I may say I was brought up be-
tween two rows of corn." Another
.old Yankee says, "Yes, by jingo-
pumpkin." Therefore, Tupper was a
pumpkin, and Orton was a pumpkin,
and Farrow was a pumpkin. That
was a sample of his reasoning. But
they were pretty well preserved; and
lie was quite content to be called
a pumpkin because he thought the
Government would pretty soon go
"squash." Ie had almost forgotten to
say, while on that subject of steel rails,
that he would be glad, and he thought
the country would be glad, if a com-
mi ttee was asked for to enquire into that
steel rail transaction. There was
more in it than Lad ever been brought
out; and the charges that were formu-
lated in the Gazette newspaper of
Montreal, neither the Premier nor any
of his followers had ever cleared up
yet. This Government talked about
letting contracts to the lowest tend erer,
while in that very transaction they
had nover tendered at all; but the par-
ticular favourmd firm got what they
liked, and the people had to sweat and
toil to pay the money. He hoped
and trusted that there would be an on-
quiry made this Session of Parliament

Ma. FAaRow.

into the whole matter; it VLs rotten
There was "somnething rotten in Don.
mark" on that subjeet, and he trustel
an inquiry would bo made into that
transaction. The transaction reqiired
investigation; and the hon. the Prnier
had already, he thought, confessed that
it was a mistake, and that ho erred
in judgment. HUe hoped the hon.
gentleman would think twice before he
acted again liko that. He (Mr. Far.
Srow) was also at the Teoswater picic.
He thought he would go to hear his
brilliant friend, the thon Minister of
Justice (Mr. Blake.) It was circulated
that there would be from fifteen to
twenty thousand people thore; but when
he got there, although it was a beau.
tiful day, ho found only about fifteen
hundred ail told. Itwas a great come
down from their expectationsand those
who had provided accommodation lost
by their enterprise. Thev scarcely
could make a cheer ; they tried to get
up a little cheering, but there was
searcely any heart in them big enough
(o venture a good cheer. The hou.
the Minister of Justice, ho was
sorry to see, was looking verv
unwell; he was glad to see the
hon. gentleman looking better now,
and, if looks were any indication
of his general health, he was glad W
sec that he was entirely recovered.
However, he spoke that day three hours
and a qaarter, but ho was very much
woru out, and had to be supported of
the platform. He wanted to mentiOn
one little incident in that speech. Ie
did not know whether he ought to find
fault with their leader (Sir John A.
Macdonald); he thought he would find
fault with him. When that Goderich
Harbour job was up last Session,he had
the honour of bringing it forward. This
House understood that there was a
little letter written by Mr. Blake in
favour of Mr. Moore to Mr. Maf
kenzie. Of course there Was no
harm in this little bit of a note.
He heard they were very sensitive,
and it had troubled thoa ever
since; and Mr. Blake had to explain
this little note at Teeswater. Heisaid:
"Why, gentlemen, te show My inn fl

cence, to show that I had nothing
do with it in the world, the right hon-
Sir John A. Macdonald exOnrated
froni everything connected with thaL
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Well, nov, it appeared that the lion.
«Entleman, learned as he was, and
astute as he was, one of the greatest
jurists in the country, did not know
what irony was. Probably the best

piece of irony they had in the whole
English language was that passage
where the prophet met the false

prophets, four hundred strong, and,
when there was no answer by fire to
their sacrifices, ho said: " Cry aloud,
probably h is on a journey, or perha ps
he is ~asleep." That was a fine
piece of irony. Sir John Macdonald's
was a fine piece of irony, too ; and the
bon. entleman palmed it off on his
constituents that Sir John A. Macdon-
i ad exonerated him. Tbat was

a piece of irony of the very keonest
cutting power that was ever mani-
iested in this House, and the hon.

gentiemarn knew that very well. lie
wanted now to say a word or two in
rterenco to one or two p:tragraphs in
tibe Address. It said:-

" We accept with thanktulness Your Ex-
celency's congratulations on the abundant
harvest reaped in all quarters ot the Do-

innion; and we rejoice with Your Excel-
kney, that under this and other influences,
there has been sone improvement in the
Revenue returns, thus indicating, we also
trust, that the commercial depression that
ias so long afnlicted Canada, in connon
with other countries, is passing away."
Well, they were passing away; their
grandfiather;s had passed away, some
ou their fathers had passed away, and
tey themselves would pass away;
and he hoped the Governrment would
>oon politically pass away. The cloud
was a dark one yet; there was no
light in the sky; there was no silver
Uning il, the cloud; go to the wost,the east, the north, or the south, and

but one cry was heard. G-o to the
snall storekeeper, and he would
tel them that it was harder to
maake his collections than it was last
Year; go to the man higher up inbness, in retail, and he would tellthen the same thing; go to the whole-

le ierchants, and they would find
that it was the experience of nine-
tent of the wholesale houses in
were fa to-day that their collections

year a tbelow what they wore last
that this time. They might say
n he grain had not been marketednacunt of want of snow. iHe

denied it. In Western Canada, where
they had railways in abundance, and
where they h ad sueh admirable wheel-
ing instead of slighing, and where the
people were so hard up for cash, there
was no sign of this eland passing
away. lie could fain wish that they
could rise up some morning and all
would be bright and beautiful; but it
was not so. Clothe it and bide it as
they might, it was not passing away;
and yet this fly-on-the-wheel Govern-
ment would not move one single finger.
Yes, theydid when the coal-oil question
was pressing hard on the people last
year; when the bon. the Minister of
Finance had to admit that this country
had lost $1,L,00,000 through his noglect ;
when the hon. member for Stanstead
(Mr. Colby) got up in his place the very
first thing, he said : "Let it alone, I have
seen my error, I have seen my mistake,
and I will rectify it," and he had te
rectify it; the people were ali clamour-
ing for it to be rectified; and iL was
rectified, and coal oil came down fron
50c. to 25c. immediately. Did not the
House think that the Government
could help to rernove this great weight
of depression ? He was sure they
could if they would ouly try; but,
because they had not tried, because
they had sacrificed the industries of the
country, they would be swept away
from power; and he would say
" Amen." Passing away ? As one of
bis friends had asked, did the Govern-
ment take credit for the good harvest?
-they did not make the suri to shine,
they did not send down the showers.
Well, ho did not know about that;
they might be very devoted men;
they were very strict observers of the
Sabbath; they were very moral men;
he hoped they were men of thé right
stamp, and, if they were, they might
have a great deal of power here and
elsewhere. He was not going to say
anything about that; lie was glad to
say they had had a botter crop through-
out the country this year than last;
but ho must say that the crop was not
what it was said to be. This increase
in the revenue returns was alt the
worse for them. Did they remember
last June, the delight when the crop
was promising all over the country,
and the newspapers said " Oh, there is
an abundance " ? Reports came in
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from all parts testifying that there
was an abundance; and what did the
wholesale merchants do? They were
encouraged by that, and they ran away
to England, Scotland, JIeland and the
United States and laid in large
quantities of goods; and the4 their
business was to throw thesi goods
out to retail. Then the crop did
not turn out what it was said to be.
The revenue ret.urns were large, but he
believed the country was worse off for
it, because the crop had not turned out
wliat was 'x)ected. There were large
yields bore and there, but the wheat
crop was not extra, the oat crop was
poor. and the potato crop was a mere
not hing, and the hay crop was a mere
nothing The newspapers did a great
wrong to the country when they told
the countrythat there was an abundance
anywhere ; and the wholesale mer-
chants did very wrong when they
bought so many goods in prospect.
The hon. member for Soutti Waterloo
(Mr. Young) launched out in very
strong terms, and seemed to say that
the Govern ment had saved up and been
very economical. They went into
power to be economical ; they professed
that they were coonomists; but, after
ail, ho came to the conclusion that
they were worse than the late Govern-
ment bv $200,000. He had not time
to lay their whole financial savings
and losings before the House to-night,
but he wanted to eall the attention of'
the House to one littie point-the cost
of bringing out emigrunts under the
two Governments. In 1873 the late
Govern ment brought out nearly 37,000,
at a cost of $7.76 per head. That was
in 1873. In 1875 this beautiful Govern-
ment,.this, as Sir Francis Hincks cal led
them, organized hypocrisy, brought
16,000, and they cost $18.90 per head.
But it was worse in 1876; they then
brought 10,900, at a cost of $26.55 per
head. At that late bour, and knowing
there were other gentlemen who wished
to speak, he should exercise his coin-
mon sense and sit down.

Ma. POPE (QUeen's,P.E.I.) said they
were told in the Speech froni the
Throne that nothing beyond the
ordinary business of the country
needed their attendance; that there
was no legislation required. That was
a matter of congratulation, and both

Ma. FARROW.

the House and the country should
rejoice that Canada had reached such a
happy state that no legislation was re-
quired. 1e had tbe strongesteonviction
that no ta single important measure had
been added to the Statute-book wlile
the present party had been in power:
and therefore they might conclude
from that that the countrv was îeft in
such a state by the Conservative
party that no more legislation was
neeessary. In the second resolu-
tion, reference was made to the de)a.
turc of the Governor-General from tiis
countrv. This was a matter of regr'et
in which lo heartilv joined. Hlis
Excellency had made himself ae-
quainted with aIl the Provinces
of' the Dominion, and conversant
with the wants and wisies of
the people. fie had gained a gr'eat
deal of' information which he would
necessarily carry away with him, and
he looked upon his departure as a
national loss. He was sure that lis
Excellency and lier Excellency, when
they left this country, would carry
with them the very best wishes of the
community. Further on in the speech
they were told that Sitting Bull had
come into this Dominion. Weil, he
wished him a pleasant time; he was
sure the gentleman was welcome, but
he did not know that they should feel
any very special interest in hiua. But.
as there was nothing to legislateabout.
his opinion was that the hon. the Fi'st
Minister-whiom he looked upon aS a
greater man than Sitting Bull. as he
oceupie9d a more important position il'
this country-should have told the
House a little of his own excursions
during the summer. He might have
told them of his political r'aid
through the Maritime Provinces, and
of' the success which attended that
raid ; how the people flokel round
him, and how satisfied he was at leia-
ing-particularly Prince Edward 1
land, where .ther'e had been n) e«
action and where he expected tlitît
the next election there would notx'
one Conservative returned. Whcn the
hon. gentleman arrived at Charlotte
town, Prince Edward Island, he set ta

work at once to gather people toget
to hear bis political harangues.
Rai lway Superi ntendent sen, t a mneO-

to Ontario that large placard' '*®
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posted all over the Province inviting
people to hear the hon. gentleman, and
about one-third of the people were
there. He had no objection to an
bon. gentleman who occupied such
a high position, getting a good
reception. Ie would like to hear
that the hon. the First Minister
had a good reception, and that he was
treated with the respect his position
entitled him to; but, when he (Mr.
Pope) saw the public institutions of
the country used for political pur-
poses, ho considered it would ho well
for every man to vote against any-
thing of the kind. Well, the hon. the
Prime Minister did have a great polit-
ical meeting at Charlottetown, and he
aiddressed the meeting for a long time.
During his speech three cheers were
asked for for Sir John A. Macdonald,and
three-fourths at once cheered for the
Opposition. This was an indication
that six Liberal members were to be
returned for Prince Edward Island at
the next election. It would have been
much better for the country if the hon.
inember, when he was down there, had
looked a little more to the interests of
his country, and had done the duty that
the responsible office which ho held
required at his hands. Ie (Mr. Pope)
referred to the great public work down
at Souris,for which thislHouse had voted
sixty or seventy thousand dollars. If
the hon. the Minister had gone to look at
that great work, he would have seen
that, unless something were done to
protect it when the autumn gales came,it would be washed away. A small
amount would have saved it ; but, al-
thongh the engineers recommended
that something should be done for itsprotection, nothing was done; and,When the first gale came, threeor four hundred feet of the work was
washed away. le (Mr. Pope) hadbeen told that the work had been run
up and never properly secured; how-ever, sOmethng decided would have
protected it in a great measure, and alarge amount would have been saved ;
Wereas, now thirty or forty thousanddollars would be added to the costof the Work to make it what it

bouJld be. There was another matter
la* regar to which some remarks
Thgt hve been made in the Speech.
The 1overnment had spent a large

16

amount of money to improve the win-
ter navigation of the Northumberland
Straits, and they might have known
what the result of putting the
Northern Light there would be.
That boat cost sixty, or seventy, or
eighty thousand dollars, and this
year probably twenty or thirty
thousand dollars had been spent to
make her fit for sea. They might
have heard something of that boat in
the Speech. But he did not blame the
Government for that so much as this
fact: last Session when the matter
was brought up in this House, the
members of the Senate from Prince Ed-
ward Island, and one from New Bruns-
wick, waited upon the First Minister
and urged upon him the necessity of
sending the mails by another way.
One of those hon. gentlemen stated
they had lived a lifetime in those parts,
and had crossed the Straits for thirty
years, and supposed they knew a little
about them. This was a most impor-
tant matter to the people of Prince
Edward Island. Well, the first ice
this winter, this steamer, stuck and
remained for eight days about seven
miles from Pictou. They had an
ice-boat but no crew to take the
passengers on shore. The passen-
gers at fast got to Georgetown,
where they remained several days ; and
the people of Prince Edward Island
wore eight days without a mail. The
boat was eut out the other day and
went back to Prince Edward Island.
Then she made another attempt to
cross the Straits, and lie had re-
ceived telegrams from influential gen-
tlemen the previous day,-a post office
inspector,a railway manager and others,
stating "No Northern Light since
Saturday; sixteen miles from Pictou,
with mails. No communication since
Saturday." If the Government wished
to try experiments with. this boat, let
them send it where they would, only
allow the people of Prince Edward
Island to get their mails. It was a
strong cause of complaint, and ho did
hope that the hon. the Postmaster-Gen-
oral would at once make arrangements
so that the mails should be regularly
received. This boat might have done
well in running when there was no
ice. This and last year they had had
exceptional winters, but they nover
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could depend on having the mails sent
in winter by that boat. Let them
experiment with the boat at Wallace
or Pugwash, or where they liked, but
the mails must not be detained for days
and weeks together. Now the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) had made
a statement that six members of his
politics would be returned from Prince
Edward Island at the next election.
He could only say this-give the people
of that Province the opportunity and
the hon. gentleman would see what he
would get. And he contended that
an early opportunity should be given
to the people of this country,
because he thought Ministers had
no right to carry on a Government
so long, when they had every reason
to believe that they had not the con-
fidence of the country with them. The
evidence of the elections was that they
had not. In eight out of every ten
single elections that had been run
during the past year, the supporters
of the Government had not been
returned. In Queen's County they
had a candidate who was looked
upon as a thoroughly strong supporter
of the Government; but, notwithstand-
ing the influence the Local Govern-
ment brought to bear on the election,
he (Mr. Pope) was returned. He
thought they could not have stronger
evidence than that that the people
were against the present Government.

Ma. CARON said every hon. member
of this House must certainly admit
that this very lengthened debate was
<one of considerable importance, inas-
much as it had allowed most of the
new members to put before the House
and the country their views on the lead-
ing topies of the day. It was especially
interesting to, Conservative members
from the Province of Quebec, as it had
brought before their notice some facts
which he, for one, must admit he
had been ignorant of, in connection
with the Liberals of that Province. le
would not take up the time of the
House did he not wish to challenge
some of the statements which had been
made by the hon. gentleman who moved
the Address (Mr. De St. (ieorges), and
several other gentlemen from the Pro-
vince ot Quebec who had spoken in
raference to that Address. le must
say that the hon. member for

MI. Por.

Address.

Portneuf had noved the Address
in a manner which certainly
deserved all the eulogiam which had
been passed upon it by both sides of
the flouse; but he had made some state.
monts which he (Mr. Caron) would
have liked to have seen dealt with
more fully, so that they might have
been better understood by the public.
He was surprised when he heard the
hon. member,-coming from the Pro-
vince and living in the city of Quebec.
speaking of the commercial depression
which had been affecting the country
already for a lengthened period, state
that this depression had entirely disap.
peared. It was impossible to under-
stand where the hon. member got his
information from. It might be that
the crisis did not affect the people who
returned the bon. gentleman to Par.
liament; or, if it did, that the reaction
had commenced earlier in Portneuf
than in any other section of the coun-
try. But he would ask the hon. gen.
tleman simply to go about the manu-
facturing district of Quebec; le would
ask him to visit the shores of the river
St. Charles,where, for years, ship-build-
ing was carried on on such an exten-
sive scale, giving work and happiness
to such a numerous population, and
say whether the commercial crisis
had ceased so far as that indus-
try was concerned. He would ask
him to go round the different
manufactories which, for years, hal
prospered in the city of Quebec,
and then to state if it was not
a tact that nearly evoryone of then
had closed and were incapable of giving
the labour and the bread to the large
population they used to feed. It seen-
ed to him (Mr. Caron) that these were
all signs which could not be listaken.
He would ask the hon. the Minister ot

Inland Revenue whether, in te parte
cular district represented by himf, 0n
large shoe factory had not been cl0ose
which, for years, had been prosperoa •

but unfortunately conducted by a gen
tleman who was a Free-trader, W
supported the hon. the Minister of ID-
land Revenue at his last election, and
only a few days after carryi0g the
day, added his name to the alre hsd
long list of insolvents. If this -<e'
the reaction the hon. member for Po-
neuf ha< seen fit to boast of, it "As o
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he (Mr. Caron) had not been able to
see, although he should like to be able
to congratulate the country, as the hon.
member had done, upon an improve-
ment in commercial affairs. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. De St. Georges) had
spoken in very discouraging terms of
the frightful financial burden which
the present Administration had to take
from the hands of the Govornment
when they came into power. Ie (Mr.
Caron) should not attempt to convince
the han. gentleman of his error by
quoting the figures of gentlemen of the
Opposition; gentlemen on the Oppo-
sition side of the House were supposed
to know nothing of finance; all the
financial talent was reserved to gentle-
men sitting on the Treasury benches;
but he should quote a letter of the
present Finance Minister when in
England-a gentleman in whom the
hon. member (Mr. De St. Georges)
placed implicit confidence, and this
letter he was perfectly certain. would
show the hon. gentleman that he was
perhaps a little haety in speaking of
the frightful legacy the present Govern-
ment had received. The document was
well known to the House and to the
country, and he should not take up
the time of the Flouse by reading it
in full, but he would read a couple of
paragraphs which, to his mind, would
decide the question. In that letter the
hon. the Minister stated: "The whole
Of this debt "-net reading the whole
1f the figures, which were bere given-
"has been incurred for legitimate ob-
Jeets of public utility." Every detail
was given to show how the debt
was made up. The items he would
read were:-

aale, about .... a....e................. £5,500,000
ai d B, including advances to,and the cost of those actuallv
,1vned by Canada, about......... $12,000,000ighhoses, River Improve-
Puti, larbours, Roads, and
Public Buildings........ ....... 2,000,000PensatiOn to the varions Pro-a1flcei for property and revenueaurrendered to the Dominion, the~Urchiase and orgaiainc

aad n t e freeing of
from the e Province of Qu bec

feudal tenure, etc........ 5,000,000
WO basirect advantages from these public
able raalready been found in the remark-

ateri al ty with which the commerce anddaei Pr os rity Of the Dominion bas been
iet ret e a substantial increase in their r naay fairly be expected f.om16+

the improvements now in progress, and from
the steady advance of population and trade."

The hon. the Minister then stated that
the debt incurred for perfectly legiti-
mate objects, was not a heavy debt for
Canada, and went on to say :

"Ilt need hardly bc observed that Canada
possesses many important þranches of revenue
still untouched, and that the population,
though exceedingly well-to-do in the mass,
contribute a comparatively small amount per
head, as compared with most other countries."
That letter was dated London,
October 19th, 1875, and was signed
by Richard J. Cartwright, Minister of
Finance for the Dominion of Canada.
That evidence showed that those taxes
were considered to be very high as
compared with the resources of the
country. Taking that statement as
given by an hon. gentleman who
possessed the full confidence of the
hon. momber for Portneuf who had
moved the Address, it seemed very
difficult to understand how, in the face
of that letter, that hon. gentleman
could state that the present Govern-
ment had inherited a crushing load
from the Government which had pre-
ceded them in office. It might be that
that letter was not distributed among
friends of the hon. the Minister of
Finance and that it was merely laid
before the English money market
when it became necessary for the hon.
the Minister of Finance to get English
f unds into Canada, and, as had been
stated by hon. gentleman on the Oppo-
sition side of the House, it was morely
intended to hoodwink English capital.
ists and not affect any of the friends or
followers of the hon. gentlemen who
sat on the Treasury benches. The
hon. mover of the Address had declared
himseif very grateful to the Govern-
ment for the economy which they had
displayed and the policy of retrench-
ment which had distinguished the.
Administration ever since they had
been in office. It might be that that
hon. member was perfectly grateful,.
but he was grateful for very little. It
seemed thatsmall favours mightbe very
gratefully received, but in the present
instance it was impossible for him to
understand how tho bon. gentleman
could appear before the louse and the
country and state that he, a public
man, representing an important
county, should feel grateful for that

The Àddre88 243



244 The

retrenchment and economy which,
according to the particulars which had
not been, and could not be,controverted,
amounted, since 1873, to an increase in
public expenses of $1,800,000. If
those were deeds whicb satisfied his
hon. friend. he (Mr. Caron) was per-
fectly willing that bon. gentlemen
should go before the country and try
and convince the people of the grati-
tude which they owed to the hon.
gertlemen now in power. Another
question brought up by the hon. gentle-
man opposite, and also by the bon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue, was
thatofthe Amnesty, and he (Mr. Caron)
could only repeat what the hon.
member for North Hastings said yes-
terday: that perhaps it might bave
been as well had those discussions,
which had been fought out on so many
different occasions in the Bouse and
before the people, not been again
revived. He, therefore, wished to
refer to the Amnesty question, without
going fully into details of the ques-
tion, and to answer a few statements
which might be misinterpreted when
the parties would have to discuss them
again before the people. According
to the statements of the mover of the
Address, it would appear that on the
question of an amnesty for political
offenders in Manitoba, all the efforts
in their behalf were made by the
Liberals. He begged to differ from.
the hon. gentleman, and it appeared to
him that the statement was not borne
out by the facts as found in the politi-
cal history of that period. He would
show that all the efforts made on be-
half of Manitoba political offenders
were commenced and carried on by
the Conservatives of the Province of
Quebec.

Several HoN. MEMBERS: Hear,
hear.

MR. CARON said it was very easy
for hon. members to say, " Hear, hear,"
but it would be more difficult to an-
swer the facts which ho would give
and which were unanswerable. He
claimed that,in the Province of Quebec,
when it became necessary to agitate
in favour of the political offenders of
Manitoba, the Conservatives originat-
ed every meeting, prepared all the
petitions, which were covered with

MiL CARON.

hundreds and thousands of signa-
tures, and sent them to the GoT.
ernment to initiate amovement which
according to their views, was consider.
ed to be in the interest of tho..e politi-
cal offenders. He was perfectly will-
ing to admit, and he did admit, that
the question of amnesty was a very
difficult one to handle, ard it was so
felt to be by the late Government.
Why did it become such a difficuit
question to handle, decide, and settle.
No hon. member, either on the Opposi.
tion or Govern ment side of the Rouse,
could contest the fact that the agita.
tion against the political offenders in
Manitoba was originated by the Grita
of Ontario. He remembered reading
at that period, and following up tho
events, which were of considerable
importance, that the first motion
placed on the paper in respect to these
troubles in Manitoba, was a motion by
the hon. member for South Wentworth
(Mr. Rymal). He remembered also
that the motion of the hon. member
for North Hastings (Mr. Bowell) came
later in the day; the first motion
against Riel being moved by the hon.
member for South Wentworth. Fol-
Jowing that motion and shortly after
it, a vote, $5,000, was made for
the arrest and punishment of Riel,
by the Legislature of the Pro-
vince of Ontario, the hon. member
for South Bruce (Mr. Blake) being
head of the Government, and the
bon. the Premier (Mr. Mackenzie)
being one of the leading members of
the Administration. No doubt it was
supposed at that time, that this was
the best means the Liberal-Conser,
vative party could adopt to injure the
right bon. member for Kingston i
Ontario. It was supposed that this
would harm him, and harm him alone
at that period; but, when the bon
member for Lambton acceded to oflce
probably ho feit that the agitation
which had been directed against the
right hon. member for Kingst. ù
that time now proved very inJuno
to himseif, and placed him in a ve
difficult position as regarded the se'tl
ment of that question. But, casting
aside those issues which were fo0gh
and deeided on the floor of Parlian
he left the question to be decided by
those directly interested in it lia
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would leave it to the people of Mani-
toba, and to the Archbishop of St.
Boniface, who, probably, exercised
more influence than any other man
among the people of Manitoba. They
had the letters and petitions-even the
last pamphlet of the Archbishop-
expressing the thanks of the whole
population to the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) and the
Conservatives who had fought their
battle in Canada; and they were
sufficient proof that the hon. the
mover of the Address was wrong
in declaring that the Liberals,
and they alone, had done their
duty on this important question. The
question of the amnesty having been
brought before the House, of course it
was impossible not to refer to the last
scene which had occurred in reference
to it. When the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue was fighting his battle
in Quebec East-after being rejected
by the electors of Drummond and
Arthabaska-the question of an amnesty
tbr O'Donoghue, placing him in exactly
the same position as the other political
offenders in Manitoba, was decided. It
had been pretended that long before
that election in Quebec East, the
question had been decided in Council.
lt had been argued that the settlement
of the question could not have
influenced that election, because the
settlement had been decided long
before it took place. But there was
une extraordinary feature in that
statement. The bon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue, when fighting the
battle in his own county of Drummond
and Arthabaska, must have been
informed, or should have been informed
by those whom he had just joined
as part of the Administration, that
the Cabinet had passed a resolution
Practically settling the question of am-
esry; but not a word was said inbrummond and Arthabaska in refer-

"ce to the amnesty to O'Donoghue.It was only subsequent to the agitation
ty which the Conservatives had kept
the question alive during the contest
atQuebec East, and when the Conser-
atives told the people who took anliterest in O'Donoghue that this ques-
intl ad not been settled, that the hon.

Which wai, in replying to a deputation,
ted upon him, said the matter

was going to be settled. It thus appear-
ed that, if it had not been for the Con-
servatives, O'Donoghue would have re-
mained in the same position as last
Session, when the hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue, who was to-day so
anxious to help O'Donoghue, voted
against the motion of the hon. member
for Victoria (Mr. Costigan). Last
Session, that hon. gentleman considered
it was impossible to grant an amnesty
to O'Donoghue; but this year, when ho
fIught the battle in Quebec East, ho
deemed it was indispensable to grant
an amnesty to him.

MR. LAUR[ER : It was decided on
two months previous to my election.

Ma. CARON said he had
heard that statement, but ho
was astonished that the people of
Drummond and Arthabaska never
heard about it. There was abundance of
time for consultation between Drum-
mond and Arthabaska and Ottawa
if it was decided two months before the
election in Quebec East. It might have
been decided, but it was kept as a
secret, and O'Donoghue could not bene-
fit by it until the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue was elected for Quebec
East. That hon. gentleman had re-
ferred to the election in Drummond
and Arthabaska, which he had not been
successful in carrying, and had spoken
very harshly of the Conservatives of
the Province of Quebec, and he (Mr.
Caron) was really astonished, knowing
that among them he had so many
friends, that ho should have
imagined the Conservatives would
have been guilty of the enormous crime
of passing him off as a Protestant min-
ister or Presbyterian preacher in Arth-
abaska, expecting by sitch means to
prevent him from being elected. Those
means never should be resorted to in
any political contest ; he was
perfectly satisfied it was one of
those undue influences which would be
undoubtedly severely punished by the
the Supreme Court, if brought under
the notice of that high tribunal. How-
ever he had heard this statement, of
passing the would-be M.P. for Quebee
East off fo>r a Protestant minister,
denied most emphatically by every one
of their friends who had been in the
counties of Drumrmond and Arthabask4.
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He did not, however, wish to challenge
the statement of the hon. the Minister
ofInland Revenue. The hon. gentleman
might have been told that he hud been
palmed off as a Protestant minister,but
that must have been a mistake. It
might have been that some of the hon.
gentleman's own supporters had mis-
taken him on a dark night for some
clergyman, and reported over the
county that the hon. gentleman was
not unlike a clergyman in his appear-
ance. But, supposing it had happened,
the same means had been resorted to
before by those very men in the case of
the Hon. Mr. Chapleau in Quebec, who
was put down as a Dissenting minister.
While he did not remember the exact
denomination to which Mr. Chapleau
was attached, he was certain that gen-
tleman was abstracted (politically
speaking) from hie own Church and
proclaimed to the people of his county
as having become a Protestant ininister,
and this was done by the political
friends of the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue, who complained se
bitterly to-day of the same thing. It
seemed that, after the hon. gentleman
had spoken of that misfortune in regard
to his religions standing in the county of
Drummond and Arthabaska in his
speech-eloquent as usual, but which,
by the warlike tone which pervaded it,
eontribiited greatly te give rise to the
present lengthened debate-in that he
almost adopted the very religions rôle
which he complained of having been
given him in consecrating to the dis-
cussion of the religions questions in
the Province of Quebec, the greatest
portion of his address. Ie (Mr.
Caron) did not pretend to enter into
the merits of the questin, he merely
uttered his own feelings, and he believed
the feelings of alt Conservatives who
took a leading part in the politics of
that Province, and he considered those
were the principles of the Conservative
party. He had stated outside of this
Ilouse,and he repeated it now,that the
people of the Province of Quebec were
prend of their clergy. It was not a
foreign elergy, but one taken from
their own ranks. Their brothers or
con nections-and he had the advantage
of having a brother who belonged te
the church-instead of adopting a
profession, chose a more perfect life

MR. CARON.

and entered the Chureh. Those gen.
tlemen who thus entered into holy
orders possessed exactly the saine
rights as did the laity, and took the
same interest in the future prosperity
of the country; and the Conser-
vative party in Quebec were proud
of their clergy and proud of pos.
sessing their confidence. But the
Conservatives who had been attacked
by hon. gentlemen opposite on
account of their religious views and
the manner in which they looked upon
religions questions in the Province
of Quebec, were happy to live along.
side of other nationalities and of people
professing different religions, and glad
moreover, te accord te them the same
privileges and rights which they thom-
selves enjoyed. Those were what he
understood te be the views of the
Conservative party, and those gentle-
men in the Conservative ranks, who
had taken a leading part in politics for
a n'mber of years. Those were the
views which, se far as he personally
was concerned, he professed, and which
he was ready te stand by and defend. It
was not a matter for surprise if the
clergy of Quebec elected their allies in
the Conservative ranks. It was net
so many years ago since the Lib-
erals of Lower Canada thought fit to
publish their own programme. it was
net a programme published as express-
ing individual views; but a party pro-
grame, and the platform of a party
which its leaders were giving out to
the people of Canada as embody-
ing the principles which they
had decided upon advocating and de-
fending in public life. Those principles
were contained in the programme of
L'Avenir in 1847 and of the PaYs
in 1854.

Some HoN. MEMBERS:
hear,-that is teo far back.

Hlear,

MiL CARON said it was evidentlY
too far back to please hon. gentlemen
opposite, who ie knew could nover
remain very long attached to any prO-
gramme. le was aware that bon.
gentlemen did net wish te go back
more than a couple of years in anY
discussion of the principles they ad-
vocated; but, if that was too far back
there were more modern programmies
which were equally abandoned and
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forsaken by those who had adopted
the,-the programme published in
1872, called the programme of
the National party. The Pays of
course, never belonged to hon. gentle-
men opposite ; it was quite a discovery
to them to hear of such a paper ; but
no doubt the hon. the Minister of
Justice would remember it, if no one
else did. In that programme it was
announeed that the privileges which
the clergy had possessed under treaties,
such as the tythes, &c., were to be
thrown overboard. Was it, therefbre,
surprising that the clergy sought their
allies outside of the ranks of that
party ? He knew that hon. gentle-
men found out their mistake shortly
afterwards, and that it became neces-
eary for them to try and find new
papers, a new banner, and a new
programme. In 1872 such were dis-
covered. It was given out that
all the old issues were abandoned;
that they must start a new party on a
new platform and have a new pro-
gramme. A new programme came
out. It was one of those programmes
which contained a great deal about Pro-
tection; but, as was the case with all
the political principles of that party,
the principle of Protection was aban-
doned and it was impossible to tell
whether the new or old programme, or
one between the two, was the present
programme of hon. members sitting
behind the Treasury benches. In
adopting the new programme it was,
no doubt, believed by hon. gentle-
ren that it m ould be the means of
seeuring the influence of the clergy.
It was supposed that, coming out under
new colours and in a fresh g-trb,as the National party, they would
succeed in obtaining a good deal of that
influence. He remembered distinctly
that several of those hon. gentlemen,eInluding the hon. member for Montreal
àýast (Xr. Jetté) and his friend Mr.Perreault, offered, timidly at first,lie right hand of friendship to the

n emerfor Hochelaga, owner of
a ve(eauondewhich,by-the-by,was

a Veny bad paper according to the pres-
gt views of h'm. gentlemen across the
¡ln e e nevertheless, they endeavoured
fl 'at way to acquire soine of the in-
so " they had. They did acquire
soie lit lirt, but the constraint-for

such it was to the Liberals, disappoint-
ed at not suceeding better in carrying
the whole of the clergy with them-
could not last long. Thereupon
L'Eenement and Le National immedi-
ately sounded the note of war akgainst the
clergy, accusing the present Govern-
ment of Quebec (Mr. de Boucherville's
Administration)of being a priest-ridden
and Ultramontano Government, of
committing all imaginable excesses
and exercising a disastrous influence
over the people of the Province.
Although he had fought many political
battles iti different counties, he would
leave it to- hon. gentlemen ôn either
side to say whether ha had ever intro-
duced the question of religion into any
pôlitical contest. Hie regretted to say
that those questions were occasionally
brought up, but certainly not by Con-
servatives, who merely resisted attacks
of this kind. Usually those questions
were introduced on the hustings, by
Liberals who began the attack by
stating that the Conservatives were
originally Ultramontanes, a priest-
ridden people, posiessing no intelli-
gence, and unable to judge for them-
selves ; until the Conservatives, who
were prepared to fight their battle on
whatever field it had to be contested,
were compelled to resist these attacks,
and this they always did successfully.
He hoped that hereafter these questions
of religion would not be dragged into
any political contest. However, as
they had been mentioned in the House
during the debate, it must be remem-
bered that the lion. the Minister of
Justice had continued the discussion.
Of course, with his usual ability, he
had argued the case well, as one who
had pondered over snch problems, and
given much thought to their conse-
quences. He closed his remarks by
quoting a fable of Le Fontaine, who,
as they all knew, was an author that
every man who studied Frencli was
fond of reading, as being not only
classical in his writings, but full
of wit. lie, however, failed to
perceive how the fable relate I to
the House by the hon. the Minister
of Justice applied to the religions ques-
tion. It seemed to himvery much ont
of place. H1e had related how an un-
fortunate donkey, burdened with relies
which it was carrying to some church
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to be enshrined, mistook the respect
the people paid to bis load as intended
to himself; but, when he had deposited
the load, he fell back into bis unhappy
ordinary position of receiving blows
from the boys, and stones from the
people. While he could not perceive
the application made by the hon. the
MInisler, the fable was very sugges-
tive. It reminded him a good deal of
those people who also carried their
gifts and decorations to the altar, and
deposited their precious load at its foot;
but, as soon as they had left it there,
returned to their old habits and haunts
and principles. The fable was un-
doubtedly very suggestive; neverthe-
less, in a matter of that importance,
although that was not the first time
the hon. the Minister of Justice bad
made use of amusing illustrations, they
were very much botter omitted. He
was much surprised at the statement
of the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue that, ever since Sir A. A.
Dorion had forsaken public life to ac
cept the Chief Justiceship of Qniebec,-
a position which ho very ably filled,-
the great Liberal party of'Lower Cana-
da had never acknowledged any other
eader than the hon. the First Minister.
He would like, for the convenionce
of the whole country, the mem-
bers of the Liberal party to
tome to some understanding as to
their utterances. For instance, ho
would like to see the hon. the Post-
master-General and the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue, arrive at
some understanding about the present
Lieutenant-Governorof Manitoba. The
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had stated, not once, but on several
occasions, that ho did not consider Mr.
Cauchon fit to Fit in the Cabinet, and
that ho had a verypoor opinion of him
as a publie man. The hon. the Post-
masier-General, on the other land,
said he never sat more comfortably in
a Cabinet than ho did when alongside
of Mr. Cauchon, the present Lieuten-
ant-Governor of Manitoba. He was
much surprised when the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue dropped
out the names,-as leaders of the Liberal
pnrty, of men who deserved not to be
forgotten at the hands of their party.
lmmediately after Mr. Dorion's
resignation, no one who had studied
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Canadian political history could
pretend to deny that the Hon. Mqr.
Fournier,-one of the eminent judges of
the Supreme Court, a man who had
contributed probably more than any
other member of the party towards its
success, a man who had been loyal to
bis party and was always looked upon
as deserving a position in its fore.
most ranks, -was looked upon as the
leader of the party. The party
journals mentioned Mr. Fournier as
the leader, and bis position as such
was never contested before except by
the hon.the Minister of Inland Revenue.
Immediately after the Hon. Mr. Four-
nier came the Hon. Mr. Geoffrion, who
also rendered as many and as impor-
tant services to his party as any publie
man belonging to any party in the
country had done. This was not an
interested statement on bis part. He
was happy to be able to express bis
own views on this point ; and if he re-
quired to be convinced of the correct-
ness of bis statement ho would find it
corroborated in the organs of the hon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue. This
hon. gentleman said ho never had a
leader save the bon. the Premier; but
the National of the 18th May, made the
follgwing statement :-

'-After a most severe illness, which brouglit
him to the doors of the tomb, the estimable
and esteemel leader of the Reform party of
Quebec, Mr. Geoffrion, bas returned to
Ottawa, where he will resume bis duties
as a colleague of the lon. Mr. Mackenzie.
The friends of the Reform party wiil learn
with pleasure that the health of Mr.
Geoffrion is conipletely re-establisbed, and
that they can still count upon his devotion
to the interests of the party, and bis as-
siduity in attending to the needs of the g1d
cause."

By the "good cause," this paper lo,
doubt meant the cause of the Liberal
party. The article continued :-

"Frank, loyal, honest, and firm in .is
convictions, r. Geoffrion has highly Merited
the distinguished position whiclh e hoids
lu his party, no one was better fitted than he
to assume the place of Hon. Mr. DorOn.

* * During almost a year the Reform,
Party has been de rived of the counsels Of
this distinguished eader, but it bas support-
ed this great misfortune in the hope ths&
a better future was in btore for it."

Later, as they all regretted at the
time, it had been thought advisable th'%
the Hon. Mr. Geeffrion should releas
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himself from the performance of the
arduous duties of a Minister of the
Crown, and simply retain his seat on
the foor of the Hoeuse; and so strongly
was this hon. gentleman looked upon
at that time as the leader of the Lib-
^ral party in the Province of Quebec,
and so completely was he so recognised
by the whole party, that bis retirement
trom the Cabinet was thus noticed in
the National of the 27th October,
1876:-

" Mr. Geoffrion retires possessing the
esteem of his colleagues and the respect of
his opp:nents, and to the sincere regret of hie
triends. Never could a political leader have
regarded the future with more pride and hope
than he, when, in 1874, he took the place of
the Hon. Mr. Dorion."
The National went on to quote from
LEvenement of Quebec as follows:-

" It is not our intention to indicate any per-
son in particular to occupy the position about
to become vacant. What we desire is the
effectual organization of our forces under the
command of a leader determined to lead in
reality, and who will have been loyally ac-
cepted by all the party. Unity and vigour of
action is what were quire if we wish to
triumph."

The National then aiso quoted from
the Gazette, of Sorel:-

"As to the Hon. Mr. Geoffrion, we deeply
regret his retirement. Be was by far themost useful and devoted Minister that our
Province possessed. We think that bis suc.
eessor, if such there will be, should not be
chosenenpetite comitéot five or six, but that thenembers w-ho support the Ministry should be*Onsulted in the matter. A meeting of our
representatives should take place in orderthat this May be done. Nothing is ever gainedb forcing a leader upon a party; the merit& one of the man who may be destined to beIle leader, forces him upoa the partv. Away
With petty intrigues."
]is hon. friend (Mr. Laurier) had not
only forgotten the existence of these
two leaders but aiso another of hisleaders--the hon. the Minister of Jus-tice. HIle (Mr. Caron) was quite sur-
Prised that the hon. the Minister ofJustice had not entered bis protest
whln hîs hon. friend the Minister oftheind Revenue deposed him withoutIhe slightest ceremony, and ignored

Lad as comn)letely as though he (Mr.
life at a"e had neyer been in political

The atinal of the 13th of%oVenýr said:

the ement rceives with satisfaction
edage inunon of Mr. Lafdamme, and acknow-
Minister mon with ourselves that the newiiter bas only to show his force of will to

satisfy the wishes of bis party. With our con-
frères we consider that the Reform party re-
quires leaders who are inclined to remain in
political life."
Several of the other leaders of the
Quebec Liberal party had disappeared
very suddenly and L'Evenement very
prudently considered that, prior to the
election of a new leader, it was neces-
sary to selectfor that position a gentle-
man who had determined upon re-
maining for some time, at least, in
active political life. The Fational also-
said :

" Our wish will be completely satisfied in all
points, for Mr. Laflamme is firmly inclined to
consecrate bis time and his energy towards
the reorganization of the party and to the
defence of the interests of our Province. The
responsibility which ho assumes does not in any
way frighten him; he wishes to fulfil bis duty
conscientiously and work in the interest of the
country and of bis political friends."

The same paper continued again,
quoting L'Evenement:-

" The Conservative press caniot accuse Mr.
Lafiamme, a Minister, of seeking to accept a
position, since he commenced by refusing the
highest possible judicial position to which be
could aspire, shewing evidently that his
ambition was in the political career and not
outside of it. This is a great and important
qualification for a Minister who leads a party."

This showed that the hon. theMinister
of Justice bad been chosen leader of the
Liberal party from Quebec, in room of
the Hon. Mr. Gorion, and the Gazette
de Sorel hoped that this hon. gentleman
(Mr. Laflamme) would prove by far the
most useful and devoted Minister in the
Government. This was immediately
after the retirement of the Hon. Mr.
Geoffrion from the Cabinet, when ià
wab decided, as these newspapers show-
ed, that the hon. the Minister of Justice
would succeed that hon. gentleman as
a leader of the party. The hon. the
Minister of Justice was the new leader ;
but the hon. the Minister of Iniand
Revenue appeared to be ignorant of the
fact that the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Laflamme) had led and re-organized the
Quebec section of the party. These
were evidences taken from the organs
of the Liberal party, which proved,
beyond a doubt, that the hon. the Min-
ister of Inland Revenue was completely
mistaken when he set aside some of the
gentlemen to whom he had alluded,
such as the ion. Mr. Fournier, the
lon. Mr. Geoffrion, and the Hon. Mr.
Laffamme, past and present leaders of
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the Liberal party. This section of the
party had also had another leader who
became the leader of ail these leaders of
the party, and this was the present
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province
of Manitoba. Re was astonished to
flnd that his hon. friend (Mr. Laurier)
would not, now that the Hon. Mr.
Cauchon was no longer in the Cabinet,
give him, at least, the consolation of
believing that he (Mr. Cauchon) had
for some time been bis leader, as leader
of the Li beral party of the Province of
Quebec. He (Mr. Caron) considered
that the hon. gentlemen who repre-
sented the Province of Quebec in the
Government either had no influence or
else did not choose to exercise it
on behalf of the Province ; and in
making this statement ho was not
expressing bis own views, but those
which he had heard expressed in the
city and in different parts of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, where it was said
that Quebec was sadly neglected by
the present Administration. In this
opinion he concurred. On a future occa-
sion, he would have the opportunity of
showing upon what grounds he formu-
lated bis accusation. The interests of
the city of Quebec had been sacrificed
by the Government. This city had
lost the naval school, the military
school. and the execution of the Duf-
ferin improvements last year. The
hon. the Premier, last Session, had not
even known what he (Mr. Caron)
meant, when he appealed to the hon.
gentleman to learn whether a sum of
money was to be granted for the
making of those improvements. He was
told by the hon. the Premier that he was
not understood when he put this ques-
tion; he thought he had made a very
plain enquiry, but the hon. the Premier
informed him that he (Mr. Mackenzie)
did not even know what he (Mr.
Caron) meant. They had lost ail
these things, but he hoped that now
a new Minister had entered the
Cabinet, he (Mr. Laurier) would
be able to induco the Government
to pay some attention to Quebec
interests. le (Mr. Caron) was
anxious to obtain what he con-
sidered to be simply their rights-
nothing more. He hoped that the
interests of the Province of Quebec
would now receive fair play. He
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regretted being obliged to make these
remarks. He thought it was very im-
portant that no sectional cries should
be raised in the Dominion. le believed
that hon. members must forget, when
in the louse, to a certain extent, that
they lived in any particular Province.
They had to consider general interests,
if Confederation ever meant anything ,
and if it was to continue to increase
and improve, thei e must be a fair union
of ail the different Provinces, whereby
one would notget more than another,but
yet each would receive a fair share in the
distribution of the public moneys, and
what the Government of thé Dominion
had to bestow on the different Provin-
ces. lie remembered an enterprise
which, in Quebec, was looked upon as
an enterprise of the greatest possible
importance, and ho was perfectly cer-
tain that the hon. members from that
section, with the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue, who now repre-
sented a division of Quebec city, would
agree with him when ho said that the
Quebec and Lake St. John Railway
was looked upon in Quebec city as one
of the greatest importance, and as a
road which was destined to do more
probably for the prosperity of that city
than was possible for any other road.
It would open up a very rich
and vast district, which was able
to maintain a population of a million
and a half, according to the stato-
ment of one of the surveyors-
It was perfectly well known that old
rails bad been distributed among the
different railways of the Lower Pro-
vinces, and hence the (ueboe and
Lake St. John Railway Company had
appealed to the hon. the Minister of
Public Works for a loan of some of
these rails. taken from the Intercolo-
nial, for 'this road. On the 25th
of April, 1876, a letter was ad
dressed to the hon. the Premier,
by the President of the col-
pany in this connection; and On the
28th of April, 1876, another letter was
despatched, which they fancied would
carry the day, as it was signed by the
leading friends of the hon. gentlemn
(Mr. Mackenzie) in Quebec, inciudin
Senator Fabre, Mr. Thibaudea, aa
others ; and on the 28th of April, .
letter was sent in this regard by
hon. friend fram Chicoutili (Mr
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Cimon), who had taken a very deep in-
terest in this enterprise. He observed
that the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue laughed at this; butthose who
took an interest in this matter could
not deny that this road was most im-
portant to Quebec. The hon. the
finister of Inland Revenue would

perceive that, if he (Mr. Laurier)
laughed at this scheme, he might get
into very serious difficulties with the
electors of Quebec East; but, no doubt,
the hon. gentleman would f&id some
other member kind euough to retire
into private life, in order to furnish
him with a new constituency, if he
was defeated in that division. He
advised the hon. gentleman to ho more
prudent. The letter of hie hon. friend
1or Chicoutimi (Mr. Cimon) and others
had been sent on the 28th April, and
a petition from the Council of Chicon-
timi to the same effect, on the
29th of May, 1876. On the 26th
of June, 1876, the Board of Trado
of Quebec had also presented a
request for a grant of these old rails,
considering that this road was not one
which was to be laughed at, but one of
great importance for Quebec. On the
24th of July, 1876, the hon. the Premier
had answered that it was quite impos-
sible to grant the request, as these rails
were kept for feeders of the Inter-
e.olonial. No doubt this was an objec.
tion, but then it was an objection which
could have been very easily removed.
It would have been very easy for the
lion, gentleman, if he had chosen to doso, to have introduced a Bill at the nextSession, which would have allowod him

to grant these rails to the Quebec and
Lake St. John Railway. This was per-
"ectly feasible, considering more
specially that, ever since the present

haVernment had been in power, theyhad (one nothing for Quebec, and
th" request might certainly have been
e"bltw. These rails were lying un-used a, he time, and this would have

ed a great boon and a great
lievantage upon the city of Quebec.hle Wadre that, if this had been done,t would have been one of the first

fR shat Quebec should be grateful
anoath favour Shortly afterwards,
bisho ePetiton, signed by the Arch-o t Quebec, and some of the
ln()st înfluential citizuns of the city,

had, in this connection, been forwarded
to.the Government, but this letter had
been left unanswered, and they never
knew whether or not it had reached
its destination, though, at the same
moment, as would ho seen by reference
to the public records, the Government
was distributing rails for the laying of
some 96 miles of road, to the following
different railways in the Loirer Prov-
inces

Miles.
Chathanm Brauch............ 9
Elgin and Peticodiac .............. 12
Northern ......................... 15
St. Martin's and Uplam.......... 15
New Brunswick Central .......... 42
Billsborough Branch ............. 3

96
The objection that the Quebec and St.
John Railway was not a feeder of the
Intercolonial he thought was debat-
able, though of course it could never
be such feeder if it was not built. If
the boa. the Premier would only help
to build this line, he would convince
the hon. gentleman that this road
might make a very useful feeder to the
Intercolonial Railway. In spite of all
their efforts, the application had been
unsuccessful ; the last petition, which
was signed by the Archbishop of Que-
bec and several leading citizens, had
not been even answered, and Quebec
was unable to secure the advantages
which had been conferred upon other
portions of the Dominion. He hoped
that the hon. the Minis'er of Inland
Revenue, who would, for some time
at least, represent Qaebec East,
where, for the present, at all events,
he had made h's political home, would
consider the possibility of helping
them to build this road. He was cor.-
fident that, if the Lon. gentleman did
so, ho would increase bis popularity,
and make hiernself stronger than he had
yet been in his new constituency. Of
course his hon. friend should not
laugh at the project, else this might
have a very different effect. He was
gtad to hear the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue, in bis different politi-
cal contests, state his intention of in-
troducing a Bill covering the ground
of the measure which lie (Mr. Caron)
had proposed last Session and the
Session previous in reference to the
Insolvency Act, in order to protcct the
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farmers from the evil effects of this law
as far as their own debts were concern-
ed. He was sure that, if any such
measure was passed, it would be well
received by the population of the
rural districts, where the Act in
question was looked upon as being
very unjust in its operations towards
the farmer.

MR. YEO said he was much pleased
to see it stated that there had been an
increase in the revenue this year, and
also to find that the wave of public
depression had passed over us. He
hoped that such was the case. He
regretted exceedingly the approaching
withdrawal of Lord and Lady Dufferin
from this country, but this was a
matter over which the House had no
sontrol. He was glad to see the
allusion made to the labours of the
Fisheries Commission at Halifax, and
he hoped the award of five and a-half
millions would be paid over to the
Dominion Government. He felt that
the award was much smaller than
it ought to have been-it should in
justice have been three or five times
that sum; but, nevertheless, they ought
to be grateful for every favour
received when it could not be made
greater. He trusted that the Govern
ment, when the money was paid
over, would see their way clear
to the expending of a large portion
of it in improving the harbours
on the coast of Prince Edward Island.
From the evidence taken on the Fishery
Commission, it had been very clearly
stated that it was the best fishing place
on any part of our coast, or in fact on
any part of the coast of America; and,
as they were situated so that they were
isolated seven months ont of the twelve,
he thought the Dominion Government
ought to take a careful view of their
situation and light up the coast. The
question of breakwaters to facilitate
the fishing interests in the island, for
that was one of the biggest interests
that they were engaged in at the pre-
sent time, ought to receive the speedy
attention of the Government; it was
nothing but their right, and he hoped
they would get it. He agreed with
the righthon. member for Kingston that
they had been badly treated. Whose
fault it was he could not say. He
cros-ed the Straits on the usual routes
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between the two capes about the 1st
February, in two hours and a half, and
immediately on crossing he ascertained
that the boat, the Northern Light, was
fast in the ice. He took upon himself
to telegraph to their Inspector in Prince
Edward Island to change the mail and
send it by the cape, as the coast was
good, which was done. On his arrivai
at Ottawa he went to the Post Office
Department and consulted the Post-
master General on the subject. Hie
wished the mails to be continued, that
was, until the boat had a regular fair
crossing. By some mishap or other
the mail got back and the Northern
Light stuck again. On the previous
morning he had received a telegraphie
message from a person at the cape,
saying that they were without mails
since Saturday. He immediately went
to the Department and they promised
him to telegraph a change of the mail,
and not to continue them on that boat
until the boat could run in clear water.
With respect to this boat,he thought the
Government had done everything in
their power to obtain the best model
they could get and give her as much
power as could be contained in a boat
of her size. Last winter was a very
exceptional winter; they had con-
siderable ice, and the boat was driven
through it. Nothing would stand a
boat being rushed into the ice with
such power as she had got. The ex-
pense of keeping that boat up must be
something enormous. He would like
to see the Northern Light placed in
conjunction with the old ice boats, and,
when she could run in clear water, then
the route could be changed. le wished
to call the attention of the flouse to the
terms of Confederation which gave
them steam communication, winter and
summer. He contended that it was
the place of this Government to give
them a branch line from somIe point
running from Cape Tormentine, or fro'
Cape Traverse, to some other point, and
give them such a route that there need be
no change ; and this, he thought, would
be carrying out the terms of CJonfeder-
ation. If the G-overnment did not do
that, he thought that the Province
would not be fairlydealt with. Allasion
had been made to the Premier's vis
to thc Lower Provinces last surmroer.
The Premier, of course, was at Price
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Fdward Island, and they had a meeting
of all classes and of all grades of

politics, both Opposition and Govern-
Ment; there was no difference at all
known there; they were al] pleased
and happy te meet him, and any leader
of the Government or of the Opposition
would have been treated precisely in
the same way. So far as public works
on Prince Edward Island were con-
<-erned, they had been very well at-
tended to. The hon. member for
Queen's County had told this House
that, if there was an opening in Prince
Edward Island, six members would be
returned to support the Oppos-
ition. That was something he
could not say anything about. The
hon. member perhaps was speaking
rather too largely himself. But this
ho would say, that the hon. member
ran last year by a pure accident, and
unfortunately got in, with not a very
big vote. There was a very small vote
polled. The Government party had
been assured of success, and a great
number never attended the election at
aIl. The other party started out and
gave the hon. member a vote; but ho
could tell that hon. gentleman that,
when ho went back to Queen's County,
ho would have the hardest time to get
mi. If ho (Mr. Yeo) were spared until
that time, he intended to run himself,
and if the hon, member liked to go
there again, ho would have as hot a
time as ho ever had. He had always
found this Government liberal, and
ready te carry out terms in good faith,and therefore ho gave them hissUpport.

Ma. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
mfoved the adjournment of the Debate.

MR. MACKENZIE: I certainly cal-
culated last night on getting through
'with the debate to-day. It hsi taken
a new turn to-day, for some members
have taken occasion to air grievances
Which are generally left until the
tnie when the Estimates are beforetreH louse, in moving into Supply,
I thi ome special motion for papers.I it is undesirable that advan-
tage hould be taken of the debate on
te ddress to air these local griev.at ces, which could as well be ventilated
at another time. The attack ou thePolicy of the Government is a some-

what different thing. But I mention
it now in order to ask hon. gentle-
men not te pursue this course to-
morrow; it can serve no purpose,
and abundant opportunity will be
given, so I wish they would choose for
it some other time more appropriate.
I wish to say that I am desirous of
closing the debate upon the Address
to-morrow, and I hope I may look
te hon. gentlemen opposite to en-
deavour to close their remarks to-mor-
row in order that we may get to the
general work of the House. We have
now been a week and a day in session,
and it is high time the committees
were organized and the committee
work started. I hope this will meet with
general approval, and that we shall
endeavour to close to-morrow, even if
it should require a late sitting to do so.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes past

TLwel ve oclock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 15th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

A RETURN.

REMARKs.

MR. PLUMB said that, on the 10th
April last he had given notice of a mo-
tion for an Order of the House in re-
spect to a return of all iron purchased
for or on behalf of the Governmont for
other than railway purposes, and had
moved it on the 16th. He received a
letter from the Department asking if
ho wished to extend the enquiry to
British Columbia. He replied that ho
did net. Then ho received another
letter asking what particular kind of
iron he referred to, and replied to that.
No return had been brought down in
reply to that request, and he would
like te enquire whether such a roturn
had been made in conformity with the
Order of the flouse, and whether it
would be brought down to the House
without further delay.

MR. MACKENZIE : I do not pro-
pose to attend to any further business
until the Address is passed.
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