
(COMMONS.]

MR. LAFLAMME laid before the
House the Report of the Minister of
Justice, as to Penitentiaries in Canada,
for the six mouths ended 30th June,
1877.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) laid before
the House the Tables of the Trade and
Navigation of the Dominion of Canada,
for the fiscal year ended 30th June,
1877; and the Report of the Minister of
Agriculture for the Dominion of
Canada, for the calendar year 1877.

House adjourned at
Twentv minutes to

Pive o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 18th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

Ma. HIUNTINGTON laid before the
House the Report of the Postimaster-
General for the year ended 3Oth June,
1877.

MR. LAURIER laid before the House
the Report, Returns and Statistics
of the Inland Revenue of the Dominion
of Canada, for the fiscal year ended
30th June, 1877; also, fourth Report
on Weights and Measures, being Sup-
plement No. 2 to the Report of the
Departnient of Inland Revenue, 1877;
also Supplement No. 1 to the Inland
Revenue Report, for the year ended
30th June, 1877; and Report on Adul-
teration of Food, being Supplement
No. 3 to the Report of the Depart-
ment of Inland Revenue, 1877.

Ma. JONES (Halifax) laid before
the loiuse, Report on the State of the
Militia of the Dominion of Canada for
the year 1877.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT laid before the
louse. statements ofpayments charged

to unforeseen expenses under Orders
in Council from the 1st July, 1877, to
date, in aceordance with the Act 40
Victoria, chapter 1, schedule B.; also,
statement of Special Warrants of His
Excellency the Governor - General,
isued in accordance with the Act 31

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

Victoria, chapter 5, section 35, from
the 1st of July, 1877, to the 9th of
February, 1878, inclusive ; and state.
ment of allowances and gratuities
under the Act 33 Victoria, chapter 4,
entitled an Act for the better se-
curing the efficiency of the Civil Ser-
vice of Canada, by providing for the
superannuation of persons employed
therein, in certain cases.

MR. TUPPER asked if the hon.the
Minister of Finance would lay upon
the table, without a formal motion, al]
Orders in Council relating to the bal-
ances of appropriation which had lapsed
and had been carried ovei to the fol-
lowing year.

Min. CARTWRIGHT said'he thought
the statement was in the Public Àc-
counts ; if not, be would have it at-
tended to.

PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

MR. SPEAKER : I find that, accord-
ing to a strict interpietation of our
rule, no petition c-an be received after
to day, without special permission of
the flouse. Three petitions have been
presented to-day, and it will be neces-
sary to move that the rule bo suspended
and that the petitions be read and
received to-day.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he thought
it woald be necessary to go a little
further than that. ie wouîld have
made a motion to-day to extend the
time for a week, but the rule required
the recommendation of a Committet
Hie proposed in a.few moments to asg
the House to confirmu the nomination
of tho Standing Orders Committ e, and
he would ask them to make the reco-
mendation, and then ho woild move
accordingly. He thought the three
petitions might be received to-day.

The petitions were read and received.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said the state-
ment of the unexpended balances
would be found on page 3 PuîlO
Accounts, Part Il. Ie fanied t
contained all the hon. gentlemaa (i.
Tupper) wanted.

PETITIONS FROM FOREIGNERS.

SPEAKER'S RIULING.

Ma. SPEAKER: The Clerk bs
drawn my attention to the fact that

.Business.348 General



[FEBRUARY 18, 1878.]

one of the petitions presented to-day,
is from an Association whose meeting
was held at Lexington, Kentucky, in
a foreign (ountry. Sucl a p'etition,
according to a recent decision in the

louse of Commons, in England, cannot

be received. as foreigners cannot

petitio) the House of Commons.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FEPORT PRESENTED.

,a. MACKENZIE presented the
Rel rt of the Special Committee
appointed to prepare and report lists
of Members to compose the Select
Standing Committees ordered by the
House.

31R. MACKENZIE moved:
" That the House concur in the Report in

so far as it relates to the Select Standing
Connittee on Standing Orders."

Motion agreed to.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

M. MACKENZIE moved:
" That a Select Conmittee be appointed to

assist Mr. Speaker in the direction of the
Library or Parliament, so far as the interests
of this House are concerned, and to act as
Mernbers of a Joint Comnittees of both
Houses on the Library ; said Committee to
be conposed of Messrs. Baby, Blake,
Blanchet, Brouse, Cartwright, ~ Delorme,
Fréchette, Higinbothaim, Laurier, bir John
A. Macdonald, Masson, Mills, Roscoe,
Tupper, Wright (Ottawa), and Young; and
that a Message be sent to the Senate to
acquaint therm therewith."

Motion agreed to.

INSOLVENT LAW REPEAL B1LL.

(Mr. Barthe.)

FIRST READING.

MR. BARTHE introduced a Bill
2) To repeal the Insolvent Laws
n force in the Dominion.

MR. WOOD said it was not usual to
opp.ose the introduction of a Bill, butdurin, the last Session the very fact
of a Bill being introduced for the
repeal of the Iso1lvencyý Law haddriven many people into insolvency;
aid be was convineed that many
Pople Would go into insolveney if this

weas introduced, for fear that if it
Passed they would lose the0PPOi!tuxuty.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is a good reason for pasing the Bill as
soon as possible.

Bill read thefirst time.

EVIDENCE ON COMMON ASSAULTS
BILL.

(Mr. Dymond.)

FIRST READING.

Mr. DYMOND introduced a Bill
(No. 3) Providing that persons chargod
with common assault shall be coinpot-
ent witnesses in their own behalf.

Bill read the first tine.

STAMPS ON PROMISSORY NOTES
LAW AMENDMENT BILL.

(Mr. Irving.)

FIRST READING.

Mr. IRVING introduced a Bill (-No.
4) To amend the law relating to stamps
on promissory notes and bills of ex-
change. He said the Bill was the same
as one which he had introduced rather
laie last Session, which went to a second
reading, but had not the opportunity to
be fully discussed. The principal ob-
ject of the Bill was to obviate the incon-
venience which was found to exist in
complying with the law for dating the
cancellation of stamps, on bills which
came from a foreign country and were
payable in this country, on the day
when they were payable. The Courts
had decided that, if stamps were not
cancelled on the same day as the bills
were dated, the bills were invalidated,
and it was therefore clear that some
amelioration was necessary in the law
in cases where the bills were drawn at
such a distance from Canada that it
could not be comphed with. The Bill
also provided for one or two minor
difficulties.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD said
perhaps the hon. member had looked
mio the question whether this Bill,
affecting trade or revenue, should not
be originated by resolution.

Ma. IRVING said he found that a
Bill, almost the same in its bearings,
had been introduced by the late Mr.
Hillyard Cameron without a resolution,
and also a few years ago that another
Bill of a similar kind was introduced
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without resolution. He had also con-
sulted an experienced parliamentarian
on the subject. and he had assured him
that it was not nocessary.

Bill read the /irst time.

RATE OF INTEREST BILL.

(Mr. Barthe.)

FIRsT READING.

Mu. BARTHE introduced a Bill
(No. 5) To fix the rate of interest in
Canada.

Bill read the first time.

CHANGES IN THE GOVERNMENT.

MINISTERIAL EXPLANATIONS.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I desire to say a
few words to the House in connection
with the changes made in the composi-
tion of the Cabinet during the recess.
During the autumn the Hon. Mr. Cau-
chon, who was then acting as Minister
of Inland Revenue, was offered the ap-
pointment of Governor of Manitoba,
which appointment he accepted, and
Mr. Laurier, the then member for
Drummond and Arthabaska, and
now member for Eastern Quebec, was
offered a seat in the Cabinet as Minis-
ter of Inland Revenue, which was ac-
cepted by that hon.gentleman. Lshould
now refer to another matter,which gives
me a great deal of pain in making the
reference. Hon. gentlemen wilI re-
member that towards the close of last
Session the Minister of Justice was
very seriously ill, and, soon after the
Session ended, my hon. friend the
member for South Bruce (Mr. Blake)
placed his resignation in my hands.
He was induced at the time to with-
draw that resignation, in the hope,
and, 1 may say, belief and expectation,
on our part at least, that a compara-
tive cessation from the very severe
duties of that Department might
result in his restoration to bis wonted
health. I am -sorry to say that this
hope was not realized, and towards the
latter part of the year my hon. friend
determined that it was necessary, on
account of his health, that he should
resign the position which he held in
the Government. Of course, for such
a reason as that, there is nothing to be

ML lvInge.

said, except to express my extreme
regret that I should be compelled to
part with a colleague with whom I
have acted all my political life, under
whom I once served when he acted as
Premier of Ontario, and who has acted
with the present Administration
so cordially since his advent to office.
No doubt the loss of the hon.
member for South Bruce (Mr. Blake)
was a serions loss to myself espe-
cially, a serions loss to the Gov.
ernment, a serious loss to the
House, and a loss to the country; and I
am sure I but speak the sentiments of
everyone on both sides of the House
in expressing my own deep regret that
such a cause should have necessitated
such a step. There was no difference
on any matter of policy between my
hon. friend and his colleagues, and I
have no doubt whatever but that a
short respite from the cares and labours
of a laborious public life will result in
restoring my hon. friend to his wonted
health-a result which will cause feel-
ings of rejoicing, I have no doubt, to
almost everyone in Canada who takes
an interest in the retention of men of
great ability and high personal charac-
ter in the councils of the country. I
would desire to say much more on that
subject; but I am sure that the House
wil[ perfectly comprehend how much
it pains me to have to refer to a matter
of this kind, and that everyone will
join with me in expressing sympa-
thy and regret towards one who so
efficiently discharged the public duties
entrusted to him by his Sovereign.
The defeat of the Minister of Militia
in bis county caused him immedi-
ately to place his resignation in 'Y
hands; and I at once offered the pos1-
tion which that hon. gentleman beld
to my hon. friend the member for
Halifax, (Mr. Jones,) who at once a-
cepted the position, and is now present
in the House as Minister of Militia. ID
making these simple annonements
to the liouse, I rejoice to know that I
have not to record publicly in this waY
any cause. of disagreement which "'
cessitated the Cabinet changes to which
I have referred ; and that they were
the result of simple and natural c8us
such as will attach to every Gove-
ment which may have power in t1i8
country; nor is it necessarY th
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should dwell any further on a subject
of ihis kind, further than to make
the simple announcements that I
have made. I will now leave
the matter in the hands of the
House, and, if it desires any further
infoimation as to matters of policy,
I arn prepared to give them, although
the simple statement that no matters
of policy have become involved in the
changes which I have made, is, I pre-
sume, a sufficient answer in anticipation
to any questions which may be put.
Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: From

the statements which have been made
by the hon. the Premier, I understand
that ihe recent changes have involved
no changes of policy; and that the
Government stood committed to the
same policy and that they will pursue
the same policy that they have pursued
since their formation, and since the
hon gentleman bas led the Ilouse. I
have nothing to say about matters of
policy; but, respecting the changes
made, and the one that the hon
gentleman first alluded to-the transfer
of Mr. Cauchon from a seat in the
Cabinet to the Governorship of Mani-
tob,-I have no doubt that the hon.
gentleman made that annoucement
with as great satisfaction to himself as
he made the subsequent one with
regret. No doubt the hon. gentleman
feit that the presence of Mr. Cauchon
in the Government was a source of
great weakness to him, as was an-
nounced by one of his present col-
leagues, and felt that he was relieved
of a great embarrassment by that
gentleman ceasing to be a member of
the Government, as it enabled him to
bring into the Cabinet the hon. gentle-
man from Quebec East, who, to say
to the least of it, will fill the duties of
his Position with as much ability, and
more ability, and with more satifac-
tion to the hon. gentleman, the head
the hovernment, than 'the gentleman
whoma he hassucceeded in the Cabinet.
I can join, and I have no doubt that
the hon. gentlemen sitting on this side
of the House will join, in expressing
regret that an eminent person like thehon. member for South Bruce, a man of
tihy, has been compelled to leave
Publ'overnment for the cause amsigned
like 1 men of ability and standing

that of the hon. gentleman are

not so plentiful in Canada that the
country can afford, or any party afford,
to lose a man of bis standing and
character and ability, anid although
I am not in sympathy, politically,
with the hon. member for South
Bruce, Ieordially agree with the bon.
gentleman, the head of the Gov-
ernment, in bis wish, that rest,
may restore thit bon. gentleman
to health, from the want of which
he is suffering, and which bas deprived
the hon. gentleman, the head of the
Government, of the great strength
which that bon. gentleman gave to him
and to bis Government while he was a
member of it. The last change is one
that does not require observation. Mr.
Vail, having been defeated, very pro-
perly placed bis resignation in the
hands of the head of tife Government.
This was late on Saturday night, and
I hope that my bon. friend of the head
of the Government was not disturbed
in bis devotions on Sunday by the-
necessity of having to make new
arrangements.

MR. MACKENZIE: I was at church,
as usual.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman went to church as
usual, and I have no doubt that he
paid great attention to the sermon,
especially if the sermon impressed
upon the bon. gentleman the necessity
of resignation. The loss of his position
by Mr. Vail, of course necessitated bis
resignation, and be was replaced by
another gentleman of standing, the
member for Halifax, who now holds
the office. This change is one that
does not require any observation,
because he is an able man, and a strong
supporter of the Government, and his
known high claims to f11 that position
which it was understood was a long
time ago at bis disposal have en-
abled him to now actually take it.
The only question, Mr. Speaker, to
which I would like to call the attention
of the House, and on which I would
like to have an explanation is:
when can the hon. the Premier inform
us that the vacancy caused by the
retirement of the hon. member for
South Bruce will be filled up?

Ma. MACKENZIE: That is under
consideratlon.
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SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE FOR

RICHELIEU DISTRICT.

QUESTION.

MR. BART HE enquired, Whether it
is tlie intention of the Government to
appoint a Judge of the Superior Court,
for the Judicial District of Richelieu
(Province of Quebec), to reside at
Sorel; and wben it is proposed to
make that appointment?

MR. LAFLAMME : The hon. Judge
who sat for the District of Richelieu
has obtained leave of absence, wbich
expires on the first of next month. He
has not informed the Government of
his intention to resign, or to demand
retirement; consequently no action
can be taken in the matter.

MAILS ON THE MONTREAL
OCCIDENTAL RAILWAY.

AND

QUESTION.

MR. CHRISTIE enquired, Whether
il is the intention of the Government
to forward the mails by the Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Railway, and
if so when ?

Mu. HUNTINGTON: The matter
to which the hon. gentleman refers is
under the consideration of the Govern-
ment ai present.

NORTH-WEST BOUNDARY OF ONTARIO.

QUESTION.

Mn. MASSON enquired, What pro-
gress had been made in the settlement
of the North-Western boundary of the
Province of Ontario?

Mi. MACKENZIE: The absence of
SirEdward Thornton, who was selected
as the third Arbitrator, or umpire,
until laie in the autumn made it prac-
tically impossible for the three gen-
tlenien to meet; but everything bas
been prepared for their meeting, which
will take place immediately after the
Session.

SIa JOHN A. MACDONALD: Who
are the Commissioners ? I forget
them now.

Mu. MACKENZIE: Chief Justice
Harrison, Hon. Mr. Wilmot, late Lieu-
tenant-Governor of New Brunswick,
-and Sir Edward Thornton.

MR. MACKENZIE.

Business.

Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD: the
Hon. Mr». Wilmot is acting on the part
of the Dominion ?

MR. MACKENZIE: Yes.

RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITED
STATES.

QUESTION.

MR. EECHARD enquired, Whether
a treaty of commercial reciprocity
between the United States of America
and Canada is at present in question
between the Governments interested?

MR. MACKENZIE: There is no
such treaty at present in question
between the Governments interested.
The Governmenit of the United States
bas made no proposition to us; but.
when the Government of the United
States makes any such proposition, we
will, of course, give it due consideration.

PAYMENT OF LABOURERS ON
PUBLIC WORKS.

QUESTION.

MR. FISET enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to
bring in a measure during the pre-
sent Session, to secure the payment in
coin, "in cash," of the labourers em-
ployed on the public works under
Government control ?

Mu. MACKENZIE: It is not the
intention of the Government to bring
in any such measure, and I am not
sure that we could well deal with il
in that matter ; but the matter has
been under the consideration of the
Government, with the view of adoptintg
such means in letting out contracts as
would secure to the men prompt paY-
ment of their wages, and I may say,
in this connection, that the Govern-
ment did take steps to enforce, as far
as possible, with what power we had
in our hands, the discharge of such
duty to the men as seems to be neces
sitated by fair play and consideratioi
for the workingmen-that is, that
they should be paid in the current Coin
of the country at least every two
weeks; and I have no doubt that the
measures which the Goveriment have
taken will result in that beilg fairly
carried out for the future.
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RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITED
STATES.

QUESTION.

MR. CASGIRAIN enqnired, Whether
the Government has taken or intends to
take any steps to renew or make a
treaty of commercial reciprocity with
the United States, under the sanction
of the Imperial Government ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: The answer I
gave to my hon. friend from Iberville
a moment ago will apply to his ques-
tion. I may just say, however, as
the question is put here categorically,
that we have not taken any stops in
this relation; but, as I have said, we
will be prepared when any steps are
desired by the Government on the other
side, to take such steps as to carry out
our well-known views on the subject.

BANKRUPT LAW AMENDMENT.

QUESTION.

MR. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether
the Government intend making any
arnendments to the Bankrupt Law ?

MR. LAFLAMME: The Government
have not con cluded to make any amend-
ment to the Insolvency Act yet.

ASSIMIL ATION OF TRADE LAWS.

QUESTION.

Ma. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether
the Government intend to assimilate
the laws of trade all over the Domin-
ion ?

MR. MACKENZIE: With regard to
the laws affecting trade, I am afraid
that the motion of my hou. friend is
too general. It is difficult to ascertain
what he ineans.

MR. CASGRAIN: I will read my
motion in French. Perhaps it will
then be more explicit.

MR. MAC-KENZIE: There is reallyno difference. The translation conveys
the idea perfectly well. Yet the laws
Of trade may embrace for instance, theIaw respeting public carriers; it mayembrace the Insolvency Laws ; it may
ertbrace many Statutes in force overthe Whole Dominion; and, on the otherhand h t may embrace some laws such

at which exists for the distribu-
23

tion of insolvent estates in Lower
Canada, which would be ir force it there
were no Insolvency Law-a system
which is not in operation in some of
the other Provinces; and of course the
necessity for such a change as the gen-
eral introduction of that particular
measure would depend to a great
extent upon the continued existence
of the Insolvency Law; and I am not
able to give a more definite answer to
this very general question, unless my
hon. friend should point out to me
specially in another question, or pri-
vately, what he particularly desires to
obtain information upon.

REVISION OF TRE DOMINION STATUTES.

QUESTION.

Ma. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether
the Government intend to revise and
publish the Statutes of the Dominion of
Canada. -

MR. LAFLAMME: Steps have been
taken for the consolidation of tte Sta-
tutes of Canada, and the gentlemen
employed in the performance of this
duty are at work; but no report has
yet been made.

EXPENSES ON ACCOUNT OF SITTING
BULL.

QUESTION1.

Ma. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether
the Government has, or intends to call
upon the Imperial Government for the
pay ment of the expenses incurred in
relation to the crossing of our frontier
by Sitting Bull.

MR. MACKENZIE: It is not the
intention of the Government to make
any representation on that subject to
the Imperial Government at present.
We have had an armed force in that
territory for the purpose of enforcing
order and maintaining the majesty of
the law. Sitting Bull has only contribu-
ted to the necessity of the concentration
of the force on that particular portion
of our frontier. He has, no doubt,
caused us some additional expenso and
may cause more, but we do not think
that to be a matter of such serious
importance as to justify us in making
any application of that kind. The
Government do not desire in any
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matters of minor importance to make
any demands on the Imperial Govern-
ment.

SiR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I do
not see how a Sitting Bull can cross
the frontier.

MR. MACKENZIE: Not unless he
rises.

Sia JOHN A. MACDONALD: Then
lie is not a Sitting Bull.

IMPROVEMENT OF IHE RIVER
SYDENHAM.

QUESTION.

MR. STEPHENSON enquired,
Whether it is the intention of the
Government to put in the Estimates
for 1878-79 a sum for the impiove-
ment of the navigation of the North
Branch of the River Sydenham, from
Wallaceburg to Wilkesport, in accor-
dance with the surveys and plans
already prepared by Government
engineers and surveyors?

MR. MACKENZIE: The hon.
.gentleman will find his curiosity
sati4ied 'when the Estimates come
down; it is not easy to answer such
questions in advance; they will be
rdown within a day or two, and lie will
then observe what i, in the Estimates.
1 may, however, say there is in them
a general vote for dredging, and that
this vote will probably comprise and
effect-at least we hope it will-what
is absolutely necessary in the various
ports of this Dominion.

BREAKWATER AT RONDEAU.

QUESTION.

Mu. STEPHENSON enquired,
Whether the work of constructing,
during the past season, a breakwater
for the protection of the harbour of
refuge at Rondeau was let by tender
publicly advertised; and, if so let,
whether it was let to the person
whose tender was lowest of ail those
submitted, and the name and residence
of the person whase tender was
submitted ?

Ma. SiMITH (Westmoreland): I
may say to my hon. friend that
information, I think in the month of
September last-I was in Halifax

Ma. MACKENZIE.

at the time,-reached the Depart.
ment that some serious injughad been done, not to the breakwate,
as I understood it, but to the founida.
tion of the dwelling-house in which
the lighthouse-keeper resides at Rond.
eau. Upon receiptof this informationi
from the lighthouse-keeper, Mr. Toii.
linson was directed to repair to the
spot, examine and make a report. Mr.
Tomlinson did go the spot, and, while
there, finding it necessary to take
prompt steps, examined the work,
made a report, and prepared specifica.
tions. I understand from him, that be
there met three gentlemen, naned
George, Bell and Sopers. He had
communication with these gentlemen,
and, on his having prepared the speciii.
cations, he gave to these gentlemen a
copy of then. He then returned to
Ottawa and made his report, which
was on the 2nd of October, while I
was in Halifax; and I find, on reference
to the papers, that, on the 5th of Octo-
ber, I telegraphed to my Peputy fron
Halifax to bave the work done at onue,
under Mr. Tomlinson's report. Mr.
Tomlinson, in the meantime, recemei
tenders from those gentlemen with
whom he had communicated at Rond-
eau, and, as these tenders seemed tobe
much larger than he supposed the
work to be worth, he communicated
with Mr. Joseph White, of Ottawa, and
asked lor a tender from him. Thele
seemed to be no time for public notie
to be given in the public newspaPer'
to consult persons who were prepare
to do the work, and Mr. White's tender
being somewhat less than those of the
gentlemen who lived on the spot, CO"
sequently, on the recommendation of
Mr. Tomlinson, the contract "'
awarded to him, and he is now pr"
ceeding with the work, his being the
lowest tender.

MAILS ON THE MONTREAL AND
OCCIDENTAL RAILWAY.

QUESTION.

MR. DESJARDINS enquith
Whether it is the intention of the
Government to make arrangemeDk
for the organization of a regUl& rafl
service between Ottawa and Il
and the intermediate places, by "ea
of the Quebee, -Montreal, Ottw
Occidental-Railway, now in 0Pe'a
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MaR. IUNTINGTON: I have al-
ready auswered this question, put by
my hon. friend from Argenteuil.
I inay say, however, to the hon. gentle.
mar, that the manner of making the
arrangements is under the considera-
tion of the Government.

REPEAL OF DUTY ON NATIVE TOBACCO.
QUESTION.

31R. BOLDUC enquired, Whether it
ï the intention of the Government to
atmend, during the present Session, the
Act 31st Victoria, chapter 44, and the
several Acts amending the same, in
such way as to repeal the provisions
inposing a duty on tobacco grown in
Canada ?

MR. CARTWRIGHT: I may say to
my hon. friend that information of that
kind can hardly be given until the
Budget stateient is made.

EXPRESS FREIGHT ON GOVERNMENT
RAIL WAYS.

QUESTION.

3IR. OLIVER enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the G-overnment to
cause all Government Railways to
ca1:y the treight of all express com-
paies at one uniform rate?

MR. MIACKENZIE: The mode which
was adopted on the Government Rail-
roads was to ask for tenders and to
aceept the tender which gave the most
noney to the Governiment; and there
I no intention to alter that rule for
the present.

ABOLITION OF STAMP DUTY ON
PROMISSORY NOTES.

QUESTION.

3a. BORDEN enquired, Whether it
i" the intention of the Government to
propose legislation during the present
Session to abolish the Stamp Duty on

'o1nissory Notes and Bills of Ex-
change ?

it. CARTWRIGHT: I am afraid,
r. Speaker, that the state of thenances will not allow us to entertainthat Proposition at present.
THE DUFFERIN IMPROVEMENTS IN

QUEBEC.

QUESTION.

th . CARONenquired, Whether it is
n of the Government to

place in the Estimates an amount of
noney for the purpose of carrying out,

in Quebec, the improvements known as
the Dufferin improvements ?

Ma. MACKENZIE: My hon. friend
will not complain if I say that it
will be necessary to wait until the Esti-
mates are printed for this information.
We never answer these questions in
advance.

Sira JOHN A. MACDONALD: There
is no improvement in that respect.

LEASING THE PEMBINA BRANCH OF
THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

QUUSTION.

MR. SCHULTZ enquired, Whether
any arrangement bas been made by
the Dominion Government with a view
to the leasing of the Pembina Branch
of the Canada Pacifie Railway to J. J.
Hill and N. W. Kittson of St. Paul, and
Donald A. Smith and others of Mon-
treal; and if not, whether any promise
of such arrangement has been made
by the Government?

MR. MACKENZIE: No arrange-
ment has been made and no discussion
about such an arrangement has been had
with any of the gentlemen mentioned.
I have, however, had verbal discussions
on this subject with parties interested
in finishing the road to the boundary,
and the Government will, of course,
submit to Parliament any proposal that
they may decide upon.

MAILS BETWEEN QUEBEC AND THREE
RIVERS.

QUESTION.

Ma. DE St. GEORGES enquired,
Whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to make arrangements for the
establishment of a regular mail service
between Quebec and Three Rivers and
intermediate places, by lino of the
North Shore Railway?

MR. HUNTINGTON: All I eau
say, Sir, is that the subject is under con-
sideration-as I said before.

THE GRANT FOR VETERAN MILITIAMEN.

QUESTION.

Mu. ROY enquired, Whether the
grant of $50,000 voted last Session, for
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the benefit of the veteran militiamen
is expended ? If it is not, whether it
is the intention of the Government to
have the unexpended balance of such
grant distributed among the surviving
militiamen ?

MR. JONES (Halifax) : I will mnerely
say in reply to the hon. gentleman that
the total amount has not been expended ;
$7,000 remains unexpended, -and this
bas arisen from the fact that about 240
of those on the list have made no appli-
cations this year. I may also say with
regard to the second pai t of the
question, that it is under consideration.
There are about the same number of
persons who made their applications
previously, but who were not able to
establish their claims in time to parti-
cipate in the grant of the previous years,
and the question under consideration is
whether, after having established their
claims, and after baving drawn the
grant since their claims were estab-
lished, they may not be entitled to
the arrearages which would have been
paid them under other circumstances.

PUBLIC WORKS CHARGEABLE TO
CAPITAL.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. OLIVER moved for a return
showing the total amount of money ex-
pended for Public Works chargeable
to capital since 1st January, 1874 ;
also the amount of money expended,
chargeable to capital, on Public Works
under progress on the lst January, 1874.

MR. TUPPER said he would like to
ask the hon. gentleman to explain
what he proposed to obtain by this
motion that was not contained in the
Public Accounts. He (Mr. Tupper)
was not aware of any information
that could be given in response to this
motion that was not already before
the Hlouse in the Publie Accounts.
The Public Accounts showed all the
works which were in progress at the
1st of January, 1874, and all the ex-
penditures on these works. ie did
not quite understand the hon. gen-
tleman.

MR. OLIVER said he could un-
derstand such an objection coming
from the Minister of Public Works,
but he really could not understand an

Ma. Roy.

objection coming from the hon, gen-
tleman on the opposite side of the
Louse. However, he might say it was

impossible to get the information
which he had asked for in this motion
from the Public Accounts. They did
not show the whole amount of money
that had been expended on the Public
Works and chargeable to capital since
1874 ; neither did it distinguish
between the works which were com-
menced after that and which were in
progress at that date.

MR. TUPPER said he did not quite
understand the hon. gentleman taking
exception to an hon. gentleman on
that side of the House, asking for in-
formation to what the object of his
motion was. Ifthe hon.gentlemanhad
informed him before or if he had reason
to suppose that this was intended as an
attack upon the hon. the Minister of
Finance for not having presented in
the Public Accounts such a statement
of the public expenditure as he was
bound to present, he did not know that
he would have taken any exception to
the motion.

Motion agreed to.

PAYMENTS FOR PRINTING.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. DYMOND moved for copies ofthe
accounts, vouchers and papers connect-
ed with the payments for printing, as
entered in the Public Accounts for
1873-4, as made, out of the contingen-
cies of the Department of Justice, tO I.
B. Taylor, the Citizen Printiig Com-
pany, and J. G. Moylan. He said
that during the last six mon1ths
an animated discussion had taken
place in the press and among Ou"
leading men upon the question o
Government expenditure; and he was
sure that it must have been extremnelY
satisfactory and edifying tO observe
that the master-minds of the nation
had desc.ended into the minutest
particulars, and dissected, very ablY,
that portion of the public expendit1e
which was denomiirated Contilgencies
Their example had proved, he l
doubt, somewhat catching, and hadl
others in a more humble sphere ta
follow it at a respectful distance. For
bis own part, he was induced to-

Business.General
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is eve through the contingencies of
the Department of Justice for the year
1873-4. and previous years ; and ho
was astonished, on arriving at the
vear in question, to find that there
Liad been a sudden and most remark-
able increase. For instance, he found
that in 1870 the printing contingencies
of the Departnient of Justice amount-
ed to only $340.66; in 1871 they
amounted to $222.98 ; in 1872, to
$542.72; in 1873, to $536.52 ; and in
1874-in all cases, of course, he allud-
ed to the year ending on the 30th of
June,-they amounted to $3,320. In
1875, including the item charged to
the Queen's Printer for printing, paper
and binding, amounting to $573, they
amounted only in the ag regate to
$611. They were aware that in the
year 1873-74 a change of Government
took place; and, while a large portion t
of the expenditure of that year must
necessarily have been foreseen and
provided for when the Estimates were
brought down in April, it was obvious
that the contingencies represented
items which might arise at any mo-
ment, and had been under the control
either of the Minister of Justice, who
retired in November, 1873, or of his a
successor who then entered into office.
As an Independent member of the t
House, he was exceedingly desirous of
knowing whether this was an item h
which suddeply arose during the last f(
six months of the late Administration, t
or whether the incoming Adminis- a
tration were seized with a sudden
desire to expend money under thisT
particular head. cn

idiotien ajreed te. 1
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w

MOTION FOR IBETURN.
ti

-R ANG-EVIN moved for a cop th
of alCorrespendence an Ores ns
Counil "lce the first o f juJy, 1876, tih

ey tîng te the leasing or purchasin 9 ul
byte Gevernment ef Canada o.f than y

Porion of te Grand Trunk IRailway er
Whih etedsfrom Rivière du Lop fii

tohe Chaudièr.e J~U]tino 't
fie said he had sen eino Lévis.

WB5 publ by a report that HPuished of a meeting lu London inof the Grand Truuk RItilwayCrn

a'y CM -t

pany's shareholders, that the President
of the Company had said :

i The Intercolonial Railway was open for
through traffic, as you are aware, in July,
1876, and there has since been a steady in-
crease of business over our Rivière du Loup
section. This traffic has doubtless been to
soine extent drawn away from our route to
the Lower Canadian Provices viâ Portland,
but it is difficult to estimate precisely the
extent of such transfer on account of the
variations in the consunption of breadstuffs
and the volume of business during the two
periods. Whilst in Canada, I Iad an inter-
view at Ottawa with the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie,
the Premier of the Dominion, on the subject
of our line froi Chaudière Junction to
Rivière du Loup. The Intercolonial traffic
is worked over that section under an agree-
ment which is not satisfactory to us. It does
not yield us sufficient renuneration for the
work performed, and we have therefore given
notice to the Canadian Government to ter-
minate it, with a view to discussing with
hein a proposed amendment of it. The Gov-
ernment, on their part, desire that we should
relay that section of our line with steel rails,
and expend money on it in other ways. This
expenditure is not required, however, for our
own purposes, but with a view to enabling the
Government to run fast mail trains through
rom Halifax to Montreal. It does not ap-
pear reasonable to expect that we should
xpend money for snch an object upon a line
vhich we have for so nany years worked at
loss, and for a service for which we receive

nsufficient remuneration; and I represented
o Mr. Mackeazie that I should not be justi-
ed in asking you to provide the funds re-
uisite for such a purpose. I further informe d
im that I was ready to treat with him either
r a sale of the line fron Chaudière Junction

î Rivière du Loup, or for a lease of it, or to
dmit of the Government spending noney
n it on such terms as might be agreed upon.
hie proposition for a lease appeared to be
hat which most commended itself to his
otice, and he undertook to consult with hie
olleagues on the subject as soon as he could
eetthen, which would not be for several
eeks. I have not yet heard anythinc, from
im on the subject. It is expecte3 that
ithin four or five years the InteIcolonial
ailway will begin to pay working ex-
enses, and obtain soine remuneration for
he Dominion Goverament. Meanwhile,
e traffic on the Rivière du Loup
ction of our line will also improve; and
at section of line, which actually yielded a
ofit fbr the half-vear ending last June, will
timately beconie a remunerative property,
elding a considerable revenue to the Gov-
nment, who will, we may hope, before that
ne, have leased it or acquired possession of'
on fair terms."

e did not wish to make any com-
ents upon this, only that, by this re-
)rt of the statements of the President
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of the company, it appeared that they
did not intend repairing that portion
of their line in such a way as to allow
these fast trains to run over that line
in the short time they ran over the In-
tercolonial Railway. Of course it was
seen by those who travelled on that
line that, when they came from the
Lower Provinces to Rivière du Loup,
the time taken to bring up passenger
trains from Rivière du Loup to Quebec
or to Montreal was much greater than
it was on the Intercolonial Railway.
No doubt this was due to the fact that
that portion of the lino from Rivière
du Loup to Quebec was not kept Up on
the same footing as that portion which
ran, for example, from Montreal to
Toronto. It would be very interesting
to sec what steps the Government had
taken on this matter.

MR. MACKENZIE eaid there was
no correspondence, and there were no
Orders in Council. It was quite cor-
rect. as the President of the Grand
Trunk Railway had stated, that he had
discussed this matter with him. He
had asked for an interview, and discuss-
ed everything connected with the
working of that branch, and the posi-
tion of the Government relative to
that of the company, and, generally
speaking, any matters affecting some
arrangement whieh might be made or
anticipated by the company with the
Government. Since then, that di-cus-
sion had been resumed with the man-
ager in this country, with a view to
arrive at some arrangement whieh
might be satisfactory to the Govern-
ment and also to the Company. No
arrangement had yet been arrived at;
but, although there were no papers, ho
might say that negotiations were pro-
ceeding, and ho hoped to be in a posi-
tion to state what conclusion they
had arrived at before the louse rose,
with a view to asking Parliament to
endorse whatever course they might
desire to take, if indeed they took a
course that required the sanction of
Parliament. The hon. gentleman was
aware that under the Statute law they
had the power to enforce an ai-
rangement; at the same time it was
tolerably evident that the arrangement
whieh thoy had had,which they had ter-
m.inated pro tem., had not been so satis-
factory to either party as perhaps was

Ma. LANGEVIN

desirable. It was quite truc that the
trains had run upon that branch much
slower than upon their own line. It
was, perhaps, due to the fact that they
had had a somewhat casier winter,
both last year and this year, than usual,
that there had not been more interrup.
tion of the traffic. There had not been
any serious interruption of the traffic,
excepting the continuous slowness of
the trains from Rivière du Loup to
Quebec; on the other hand, the Gov-
ernment had to consider many matters
connected with the Grand Trunk, with
its line to Portland, its relative length
to the line to the Rivière du Loup, and
what the effect would be of any ar-
rangement with the company upon
the traffic of their own road. He had
only to say that it was quite impossible
for him to say any more at present. His
hon. friend would sec that it was not
desirable just now to precipitate
any discussion on the subject ; and, as
there were no papers such as ho asked
fbr, he presumed ho would withdraw
the motion.

Ma. BLANCHET said that, from the
explanations given by the hon. the
Premier, ho might infer that very
likely, if the authorities of the Grand
Trunk were reasonable, some practic-
able arrangement would be concluded.
If it ever came to a settiement, he pre-
sumed the hon. the Premier would not
lose sight of the necessity of having1
branch constructed from St. Chalies, 0
the Grand Trunk, to Quebec. It ws
necessary that the Intercolonial Rail-
way should have termini at seapots
one now was at fial ifax, and the other
must be at Quebec or as near as pOss-
ble; and something must bc done to
have that curve of the Chaudiére
avoided. The only way to have that
curve avoidod, and the time lost by
travellers, was to have that bralch
constructed. The hon. the Premier, two
years ago, expressed the desirabilitY of
having such a work done in the interes
of the trade of the Maritime Provinces,
Ile hoped that, with his practicalYe
when the arrangements were concîthat
the hon. the Premier would see th't
that branch was constructed, nOt as
local branch, because it was for the
interest of the wholo Domino, athe
as ho said two yearS ago, 1
interest of the Maritime Provilces-
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Ma. TUPPER said he did not rise
ftor the purpose of prolonging this
discussion, but in conseqaence of
the remark made by the First Min-
i ster, that whatever arrangements
were made, ho trusted would be
made in time to submit them
for the approval or endorsation of
Parliament, provided that they requir-
ed that endorsation. He hoped that
no arrangement would be concluded by
the Governmnt,-in fact lie should
very much question the power of the
Government to conclude any arrange-
ment, in the sense in which the
President of the Grand Trunk Railway
Company referred to arrangements,-
without submitting thom for the con-
sideration of Parliament. He wished
to draw the attention of the hon. the
First Minister for a moment to a point-
that, he dared say, had not escaped his
attention, but for fear that sufficient
importance might not attach to it,-of
providing, in case any such arrange-
ments were made by which the working
of the line from Rivière du Loup to
Quebec should be placed in the bands
of the Government of Canada, definite
arrangeien ts i n relation to th e charges
made by the Grand Trunk Railway on
all freight for the Intercolonial or
over it, and over the other portions of
their line. The hon. gentleman's
aluention, no doubt, had been drawn to
Ihe tact tuat, at present, the interest of

the Grand Trunk was comparatively
thesame in reference to freight passing
over the Intercolonial, and over the
line to Portland, for the distance was
just about the same from Montreal to,
liivière du Loup and from Montreal to
Portland The moment, however, that
te Intercolonial and the Government
aquited, either by lease or otherwise,the line nom Rivière du Loup to Que-be, the interest of the Grand Trunk
seIld be enormously increased in
sending ail its freight and all its busi-

ne assengers, and everything ofbae over the Portland line,greatr they would have a muchZoud nileage on that lino thanwould remnain on the other, and that
siould ncessiate, Of course a provi-Sion bY fhich the charges should beigte as fvourable to everything com-
tatg ovel the ntercolonial Railway, vid
thIt lino to Montreai, as to that which

came from Portland, in order to avoid
the large interest which they would
have in the working traffic over the
Intercolonial Railway and over the
line to Portland. Probably that had
not escaped the lien. gentleman's at-
tention; but it struck him as a rgatter
which would be vital in dealing with
this question. He trusted that no:
arrangement would take affect until
it had received the approval of Parlia-
ment. He might just say, before sit-
ting down, that the importance of
having the lino so improved between
Rivière du Loup and Quebec as to-
facilitate the transmission of mails,
passengers, and everything else over
the Intercolonial Railway between
Halifax and Montreal was a question
of very great importance, and one
that naturally had attracted the at-
tention of the Government.

MR. MITCHELL said it had af-
forded him great gratification to find
the position taken by the First Minis-
ter in relation to this matter. He
thought every one 'would admit, look-
ing at the geographical and local
position of that Intercolonial road,
that the absence of any connection
between the present terminus of that
road and the Quebec system except
through the Grand Trunk section of
lino to Riviere du Loup, made it of the
utmost importance that some arrange-
ment should be arrived at. Of course
it was very proper in making any
arrangement, that the Government
should consider carefully the points
that the hon. the Premier stated in
relation to the future traffic over the
Grand Trunk by way ofPortland,which
might possibly divert a very large por-
tion which now went over the In-
tercolonial road, in order to have
some such arrangement as bis hon.
friend from Cumberland (Mr. Tup-
per) suggested made, at the same
time as the leasing or purchase of
the line. One thing was very clear,
that something would have to be done
with the road. It was in anything but
a respectable condition for fast travel,
and sooner. or later some accident
would occur upon it. Any very heavy
snow-storm was sure to resuit in de-
lays, and it was a subject that ought to,
and ho was glad to find did, occupy the
attention of the First Minister. He was
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sure that every person in the eastern
portion of the Dominion of Canada
would give his best support and his
best consideration to any fair scheme,
-fair in the sense of justice to the
Grand Trunk, and fair in the sense of
protecting the just interests of the
people of Canada. If that could be
aecomplished, it would no doubt add,
by the additional security from the
improvements which that road now
demanded and which must be made, to
the facility of travel, and the security
and promptitude of the delivery of
mails, and would create a confidence
in travellers who might go over that
road that was not now possessed in re-
lation to that portion. He, therefore,
rose to give his endorsement to any
reasonable arrangement that could be
made, either to purchase or lease
the road, from Rivière du Loup to
Quebec, with the view of having it
under the control of the Govern-
ment, and with a view of get-
ting these securities to life and
property, - these , same improve-
monts which had been made on the
Grand Trunk,-added to the portion
of the road from Rivière du Loup to
Quebec. He was sure every gentle-
man from the eastern portion of the
Dominion would give his best support
to any reasonable scheme that could
be arrived at.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was
obliged to the hon. member for Cum-
berland for his suggestion, but ho
might say that that matter had already
engaged the attention of the Govern-
ment. In regard to the remarks of
his hon. friend from Northumberland
(Mr. Mitchell) as to the possible delays
by snow in the meantime, ho was sure
the hon. gentleman must have observ-
ed with great pleasure that the Gov-
ernment had prevented much snow
falling up to the present time.

Ma. MITCHELL said he knew that
the Government had taken credit for
the disappearance of the grasshoppers,
but ho did not know that they took
oredit for the slight fall of snow.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is passing away.

Motion, with leave of the House,
toitidrawn.

MR. MITCHELL.

ADMISSION OF CANADIAN SIPS INTO
FRENCf PORTS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. LANGEVIN moved for copies
of all correspondence between the Gov.
ernment of Canada and any party in
Canada or elsewhere, and also between
the Government of Canada and the
Imperial Government, about the admis-
sion ofCanadian-built ships into French
ports at the same rate and on the same
conditions as ships from Great Britain
and Ireland are admitted in said ports,
or on such other conditions as may be
therein mcntioned. He said he did not
intend to take the time of the House
by now calling attention to the
matter before this correspondence came
down. The only thing he wished to
say was that he could not too strongly
impress upon the First Minister the
great importance to the Province fron
which ho came of having this matter
followed through. Their ship-builders
could build a great many ships for
France, but could not build them under
the present regulations with France.
When they charged 40 francs a ton,
$7.50 or so, it was such a heavy duty
that their ship-builders said they could
not do it. They lost by that more thal
the profits they could ever expect tO
have by these shipq, and therefore they
could not do it. It was a very impor-
tant matter, because a very large por-
tion, as he was informed, of the French
mercantile fleet would certainly require
to be rebuilt in a very short time. 1I
this duty were lowered, and they were
put in that respect on the same footing
with the ships of Great Britain proper,
no doubt.they could compete with the
Old World for building these ships for
France; but with the 40 francs duty t
was out of the question. He had seen
a number of these ship-builders of Que'
bec, and they said that if there was
a reasonable duty they could cer-
tainly do it. Be would not enter
into the question whether the Govern-
ment had taken the proper means or
not; of course, when the corresponden
came down, they would see about that
but what he had to say now Was thatit
was of the greatest importance to the
other Provinces as woeI as tohe
Province of Quebec, and, therefo
felt that some exertions should b
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made, and some correspondence shouid
be had, and some means should be
taken by which they could obtain
froin France a change. He knew they
said in France, " Well, Canada does
nothing for us; they have increased
their duties on 'wines and liqueurs, and
other things that come from France,
and we cannot send anything through
to Canada unless we pay a very-high
duty ; therefore, we must have high
duties on our side." le had no doubt
that, if a moderate reduction was made
in those duties on wines, liqueurs,
opium, and other things that came
from France, they would obtain a
favourable answer from France. Of
course, the question was only how
to do it-whether they could do it
directly or not. The First Minister
told them the other day that they
were not an independent power, and
they could not negotiate a treaty with
France; nevertheless, the hon. gentle-
man knew very well that, when matters
of that kind were settled before with
France and with the United States,
though it was not done in a direct and
formal manner, it was done in an
informal manner; negotiations took
place, and an understanding was corne
to. He made these remarks without
knowing what had been done, because
he bad nO official information before
him; and only for the purpose of
stating what was said by the people of
the Province to which he belonged.

MR. KILLAM said that he had the
pleasure of bringing this subject first
before the liouse. He had no idea
at that time that it would assume such
importance in the eyes of their Que bec
friends that it had done. It did not
seem to him to be a matter of very
great importance. If it would not beconsidered out of place, he would liketo say to the hon, gentleman from Que-
bec, who tok so great an interest in
the Progress of shipbuilding in this
COUntry, that if, twenty, or thirty, orforty years ago, when shipbuilding was
tgt eatindustry, as it was at the present
sime, they had endeavoured to own
thiP hemsel vs, instead of selling

a h People in England and France,
woud whever else they sold them, they
WOuld h Much better off, at the presentdayi thn, they were. 80 long as they

nt""Ifed te build ships and sela them

to other countries, at a very small per-
centage of profit, they would be simply,
as it were, labourers for shipowners in
England and France. Of course, as
a Free-trader, he would like to see Cap-
adian ships sold in France free of duty;
but, if the only difficulty in the way
was a duty of $8 a ton, placed upon
these ships by the French Government,
he did not see why they could not cure
the evil, by adopting the course recom-
mended by the hon. gentleman who
moved this resolution, or simply by
placing a duty of $8a ton upon French
ships sold in this country. At any
rate, he did not consider the matter of
such importance that the Government
should take any special steps to have
this duty removed, because ho thought
it was much botter for the people of
this country, where they could build
ships cheaply, to be, if possible, the
carriers of the world. That was why
he had always endeavoured, in this
House, to uphold, as far as he could,
the principle of Free-trade; because, in
this country, they were eminently well
situated for building and owning
ships; and if the traffic of the world
could be carried at a low rate, they
were the persons who should carry it,
and make money-out of it; and the
more they endeavoured to own ships
for thenselves, and the less they built
ships for sale to other people, the
botter (off they were likely to be as
shipowners.

MR. BLANCHET said ho desired to
contradict a statement of the lion.
member for Yarmouth (Mr. Kiltam)
in regard to Quebec. That gentlenan's
views might suit the ship-building
portion of Nova Scotia, but would not
suit Quebec. He wished, at the same
time, to correct a statement wbich had
been made with reference to the num-
ber of vessels built in Canada aud sold
in France. Some few years ago he
renembered that, in Quebec, eight,
nine, or ten vessels were con-
structed yearly by one ship-builder at
Lévis; and a statement was made tp,
him (Mir. Blanchet) before leaviig for,
Ottawa that, if the duty was reduced
and placed at its former rate, ship-
builders would be prepared to under-
take the construction of six or eight
vessels every winter. The construc-
tion of half-a-dozen vessels a t theamute
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time might result in reviving the
failing industry of ship-building in
Quebec. The people of that Province
did not occupy the same position as
the people of Nova Scotia-the latter
were on the coast, while the former
were agriculturists, and only a certain
number of capitalists invested their
money in the construction of vessels,
and, unless they fond a market for
their sale, ship-building in Quebec
would continue to decline. It had
declined to a great extent since
the duty was raised to the
present rate, and, if it was reduced, as
was asked last year by the ship-builders
of Quebec, and by persons interested
in shipping, with perhaps the exception
of the shipowners in Nova Scotia, he
was satisfied that the great industry of
ship-building, which was of such
importance to Quebec, would re-
gain its old prosperity, and they
would see again the time when
ship - carpenters would realize a
fair and remunerative price for their
labour, to enable them to support their
families.

Ma. CARON said he entirely concur-
red in the remarks of the hon. the mem-
ber for Bellechasse (Mr. Blanchet).
Ship-building was one of the most im-
portant questions to the people of Que-
bec, and he was perfectly satisfied that
they would desire to have an expression
of opinion from the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue, who represented Que-
bec East, and who was aware that dur-
ing his election this question of the re-
duction of the duties on French wines
was iade one of the leading points in
the contest. It was well kown that
the hon. gentleman during that elec-
tion had promised the ship-carpenters
of Quebec to look into that matter as
early as possible, and that he would do
his utmost to have it settled in the
manner which they proposed. It was
a subject that could not be looked into
too early nor too closely, for it involv-
ed a reduction of the present duty of
$7.50 per ton on Canadian-built ships,
which prevented their being sold in
the French market. As the hon. mem-
ber for Bellechasse had stated, during
the time the ship-builders of Quebec
endeavoured to introduce their ships
into the French market, they all
agreed that the new market opened

MaL BLANCERT.

there for ships, promised to be very
remunerative, and one which they con-
sidered to be likely to increase in im-
portance every year. This was a
question which, of course, he had some
diffidence in treating, because he had
not made it his special study ; but he
had obtained the opinions of practical
men on it, and he hoped to have some
opportunity of placing before the House
the opinions of men who were
well known as the highest
authorities on ship-building in Quebee
and elsewheroe. He believed thosegen-
tieman al[ agreed upon one point: that
it would be a most important gain to
the ship builders of Quebec if the
duties on French wines were reduced
so as to allow our ships to be sold on
the French market on exactly the
same conditions as English bottoms.
Any person who had the interest of
the Province at heart must be desirous
of having the question fully discussed
and a settlement arrived at as soon as
possible. le would like to know
whether the hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue had looked into the mat-
ter, and whether he was ready to take
it up at the prosent time.

MR. LAURIER said that he was
not aware that in the city of Quebee
the feeling was so unanimous as was
represented by the hon. metmber for
the county of Quebec (Mr. Caron). He
was quite aware there was a feeling
in the direction pointed out, and that
one gentleman connected with
ship-building had made himself an
industrious advocate of the polCY
of some hon. gentlemen opposite.
That ship-builder happened to be on
the Conservative side of politics; but
he knew there were other shi p-builders
on the Liberal side who had never
made any claim of the nature adVo-
cated by the hon. member for Quebec.
He had never heard of Mr. Bald-
win, for instance, or any of the larger
ship-bailders of that city, having made
any representation in the sense lO

urged upon the House, notwithstaid-
ing that representations had been made
by other ship-builders, and e-Peeially
by the gentleman to whom ho hadns-
referred. As a representative of QUe
bec in the Cabinet, it would ha1ve beOn a
matter of satisfaction to him i the Soy-

ernment had been able to opn31 1P 'l'
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gotiations with the French Government
to ascertain how far the proposed
changes in the tariff would influence
the ship-building trade of the city of
Quebec. Unfortunately, as the matter
now stood, it was not in the power of
the Government to do so; but it had
shown its desire before he was a mem-
ber of the Cabinet to do everything in
its power to facilitate the removal of
such restrictions, and that policy it was
his intention, as far as possible, as he
believed it was also the intention of
the Government, to pursue.

31a. MITCHELL said that, as one
who probably possessed as much exper-
ience in ship-building as any hon. mem-
ber, he desired to add his quota to the
discussion which had taken place on
the motion before the House. A few
years ago he had seen in Bathurst from
25 to :28 vessels, ranging from 300 to
1,500 tons, on the stocks; and to-day,
le r'egretted to say, there was oniy one
dhip being built. The bon. members
from Quebec had discussed the
subject from a standpoint with which
le did not entirely sympathize, while
he was in accord with the object they
had in view. He endorsed the
remarks of the hon. member for

aimouth (Mr. Killam) that the people
f that port, Bathurst, and most of the

ports in the Maritime Provinces, who
had !ubbed together to bmid ships byshares, and either sold or sailed them,
Lad set an example which was worthy
ut imitation. They had thereby built
up not only a valuable property, but
had ereated a powerful interest in the
seamen who were almost unequalled
i their intelligence and success.

They had made ships the savings
banks of some portions of the Dominion.The çssels thus built sailed on everysea and were frequently absent from
tie ports where they were owned lorthree or four years. during which
ney re earning large sums. There

ene doubt that the Yarmouth ships,t Cample, made a better return for
the money and labour invested in them
than almost any industry in the

erov'ncet he sympathised with the
oiec cf tbt hon. rnember for Charle-
duiesining a reduction of thesitîe,so as to allow Canadian-built
siPs te) enter French ports on the
*rae tears as English-built vessels,

provided such could be effected with-
out injury to those Provinces which
were outside of Quebec. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue bad failed
to take that broad view which should
inspire a Minister in dealing with an
important question, when he stated
thatonly[one ship-builder in Quebec,and
he a Conservative, had spoken in the
direction advocated, and other ship-
builders, Liberals in politics, had not
expressed theibviews. The true way
to promote the extension of our ship-
ping interests was, instead of sending
our ships to England or France for
sale, to encourage our professional men
and mechanics to invest their savings
in building and sailing ships, and thus
raise up, not only an extensive marine,
but aiso a hardy, industrious race of
seamen, who might be needed at some
time for other than peaceful pursuits.

MR. L ANGEVIN said he quite
a greed with the hon. member for
Northumberland in the remarks he
had just offered, and believed it would
be a great gain to this country and to
Quebec if a large number of our enter-
prising people could be induced to go
into the ship-building business and
build, and own, and riun vessels. As
far as he had been able to influence
anyone in that direction, he had done
so. le was glad the opportunity had
occurred for an expression of the
sentiments uttered by the hon. the
member for Northumberland (Mr.
Mitchell) and the hon. member for
Yarmouth (Mr. Killam), nevertheless,
he must add that both courses might be
followed, because, before the duty of
forty cents was imposed on ship-
ping in France, we had orders from
that country to build vessels, and
those vessels were built to order,
and were sold, in many instances,
before they were built. That, of course,
was a profitable transaction, and was
done in the same way as lumber and
grain and flour were sold to order.
was sure of this: that, if there was to
be a reduction of revenue throuugh low-
ering those duties, the country would
be benefitted much more by the larger
numberof articles that would enter into
ships, some of which would pay duty.
There would be a largei number of
people employed, who would be con-
sumers of imported goods, and,therefore
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the public Treasury would be a gainer,
and not a loser, in the long run. He
thanked the hon. member for North-
umberland for the interest he had
taken, and the broad view he had ex-
pressed on the subject, which was in
great contrast to the view taken by
the hon. the Minister of Inland Reve-
nue. Whilst the election for Quebec
East was going on, the hon. gentleman
would not have so spoken. but now the
election was over and the votes had
been secured, he had changed his posi-
tion. What was good when asked for
by the ship-owners a year ago was
good to-day, and, forsooth, the hon.
member told the House that it was
only a Conservative ship-builder who
asked for a change, and, therefore, he
did not mind the request. If it was a
matter requiring the attention of the
Cabinet of the Dominion, it was not
right that a Conservative ship-builder
should be treated in that manner, for
ho was a most respectable man, and an
enterprising ship-builder. Ie was also
one of the constituents of the hon.
Minister, and might threfore claim to
ho heard by hirm. True, the hon.
Minister might have received letters
from that ship-builder and not have
answered them, for he was iiot bound
to answer them unless he chose, even if

'they were with reference to matters
of importance ; but this ship-builder
was not the only one who was in fav-
our of a reduction of the duties ; there
were a number of other important
citizens of Quebec-Mr. Ross, for in.
atance, one of the wealthiest men in
the country, who had himself been
interested in ship-buildiug, and was
now interested in ship-building, had
supported the proposal, and not a
single newspaper in Quebec, whether
Conservative or Liberal, opposed that
policy. He had referred to the fact
that Mr. Baldwin had taken action in
regard to the matter; that might arise
from the fact that Mr. Rosier had the
matter in hand and was in communi-
tcation with the Minister of Inland
Revenue, urging the matter on the
attention of the Government and pub-
lishing letters in the Quebec news-
papers in favour of the propo-al. He
did not find fault with the Government
for not arriving at a settlement on the
question within a few days, or months,

Mu. LANGEVIN.

or years, but they should give it their
special attention. While concurring
with the opinion that we should not
only build ships for sale but should
own and work them, he would also
urge that our vessels should be put on
the same footing as English-built
vessels when entering French
ports, and admitted at two francs per
ton. It might be replied that the
Canadian tariff was not the same;
if it were not, let it be made
the same, so that our ships could be ad-
mitted into French ports at the lower
rates. It was also stated in France that
they would not continue that mode
of' admitting ships of Great Britain,
because it was found that the tariff in
England on certain articles imported
from France was too heavy to facilitate
French trade ; but, whilst negotiations
were going on, it was right that Canada
should not be forgotten, and he hoped
that the hon. the First Minister, at the
proper time, would bring the matter
prorninently before the French Govern-
ment, either in an informal way or by
the direct channel of the British Gov-
ernment.

Ma. MASSON said he was surprised
at the statement made by the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue. In Mon-
treal they heard that, during the elec-
tion in Quebec East, the people had
manifested their anxiety to obtain a
reduction in the rate of duties charged
on Canadian-built ships so as to enable
Quebec vessels to enter French ports
on the payment of reduced duties. The
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had stated that the subject was not an
important one.

Ma. LAUMtIER: I did not say that.
I said the opinion was not so unam-
mous as was represented on the other
side. I also know for certain that those
views are not held by some ship-builders
in Quebec.

MR. MASSON asked, if puo
opinion in Quebec was not unalimol.
on that subject, what was all the cry
about? The principal planksin th
hon. gentleman's platform, and
chief means of carrying the ele
tion in Quebec East, were amnesy
for O'Donoghue and the shiPP"n
question. An article a pPeare tat-
the National in July, 8, *

Ships into French Ports.
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ing that we must appeal directly to
the French Government. He would
read it for the benefit of hon. gentle-
men opposite.

MR. MACKENZIE: Dispense.

MR. MISSON said he was aware
that the hon. Premier would be glad
to have many Quebec matters dispen-
sed with. It was the time, however,
for thein to speak. When elections
had been carried by putting forward a
certain policy when the votes of elec-
tors were required, hon. members had
the right to submit to the louse that
policy, which those hon. gentlemen
now desired to forsake. The National
went so far as to rail against our de-
pendence on England and advocated
independence, because the Canadian
Government was not allowed to apply
to the French Government direct.
Thatwas a Quebec Liberal paper, which
considered the question of great im-
portance; yet the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue, who owed his seat in
this House to the constituency of Que-
bec East, declared it was not an im-
portant question in Quebec, and that
only a few persons advocated its settle-
ment in the manner indicated. If that
were so, they in Montreal, and people
throughout the country were very
much mistaken, because they thought
it was by the O'Donoghue amnesty
and the shipping question that Quebec
East was gained.

1R. MACKENZIE said that, two
years before the Quebec election took
place, the Dominion Government had
directed the attention of the English
Government to that matter, and they
reeeived the reply of the French Gov-ernment, through the English Govern.
ment. -He had stated at Quebec, whathe stated now, and what hon. gentle-
ien knew, that it was impossible for
the Canadian Government to approachthe French Government themselves;
tbey must do it in the one constitu-lional Way, and, when the correspon-dence came down, it would be seen thatthey had adopted that mode. If any
coeans that might be legitimately usedecould be adopted to influence the
iFeth Government, he had not theSlighte objection to it; but to say that

ernment approach any foreign Gov-
, exept through the English

Government was to assert what was
entirely contrary to every well-known
constitutional priniple.-

MR. MASSON said that was not his
point.

MR. MACKENZIE said he did not
know the hon. gentleman had any point,
The only point ho appeared to have
was that a Liberal newspaper had made
some remarks on the subject.

MR. MASSON : The whole press had
done so.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Terrebonne appeared to
think that ho (Mr. Mackenzie)
had no right to say a word
on the subject. Perhaps he would
permit him, even though ho were an
intruder, to conclude his remarks. The
Government, he repeated, had taken
care to bring the matter before the
French Government, when the Duc
Decazes explained that the treaty did
not cover any of the British Colonies,
and that it had been made with the
United Kingdom alone. It would be
found, when the correspondence was
submitted, that a further communica-
tion had been made to the English
Government, concerning the position
in which the matter stood, and ho was
unable to say, at present, how the
matter stood. But it would be impos-
sible for hon. gentlemen to have doue
more than the present Administration
had done with regard 'to the matter.
He took the view taken by his hon.
friend from Yarmouth (Mr. Killam),
that the most profitable method was
to attempt to sail the ships rather than
to sell them. It was not the duty
levied in France or anywhere else
which had first caused the decadence
of the ship-building trade in the St.
Lawrence, but it was the change to
composite or iron vessels, and that
would, no doubt, be found to prevail
yet to a very large extent, because the
trade in shipping had been entirely
changed within the last fifteen or
twenty years. In considering what
changes the Government should make
in the tariff they must consider what
effect it would have on all other
trades and upon the revenue. The
proposal of the Government would be
submitted to the House in due course,
and it was absurd to try to get up
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political feeling, because, as a matter
of fact, action had been taken long
before the election in Quebec East.

MR. WOOD said hon. gentlemen
from Lower Canada would seem to
imagine that there was no part of the
country which had an interest in this
matter except Quebec. The quid pro
quo would be a reduction of
the duty on wine, but, as a
Protectionist, he had a hesitation in
supporting that. They knew that in
Western Canada there was a large
-section of grape-producing and wine-
producing country, and they were
interested in keeping the duty upon
wine as it now stood. He did not
see that the members from the
Province of Quebec had any right to
monopolise this question of the free
importation of wine into Canada and
ships into France, and he thought the
people of Upper Canada would bave
something to say about the matter
when it came before the House.

Motion agreed to.

FORT FRANCES LOCKS.

MOTION FOR REPORT.

Mu. MASSON moved for a copy of
the Report of the late Mr. lazlewood,
,C.E on the approximate cost of the
Fort Frances Locks.

Motion agreed to.

W. B. O'DONOGHUE.

MOTION FOR ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

MR. MASSON moved for copies of
all Orders or Minutes of Council and
all correspondence between the Im-
perial and Canadian Governments,
and other correspondence not already
brought down, relating to any am-
nesty, partial or complete, to Mr. W.
B. O'Donohgue.

Motion aqreed to.

PURCHASE OF RIVIERE
BRANCH.

DU LOUP

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. FISET moved for copies of the
correspondence, since the last Session
of Parliament, between the Govern-
ment and the Grand Trunk Railway
,Company, either on the subject of the

Mu. MACKENZIE.

purchase by the Government of that
part of the railway between Rivièredt
Loup and Pointe Lévis, or respectine,
the new arrangement entered into 1o
allow the Intercolonial Railway cars to
run over that part of the railwav
belonging to the Grand Trunk Coni.
pany.

MR. MACKENZIE said there wa:
no correspondence on the subject
moved upon by his hon. friend. Tie
ordinary running arrangement had
been made between the GLvernment
and the company, which they had
given notice to terminate. That was
the only paper of any kind which thev
possessed on the subject.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

BRITISH COLUMBIA TERMINUS OF
THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. DECOSMOS noved for a copy
of any reports i n possession of the
Government made in 1877 by Admiral
De Horsey respecting the port or port,
most suited for a terminus of the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway in British
Columbia, with a copy of any correý-
pondence respecting the same with the
Imperial Government. He said he
was aware that the Admiral in cOm.-
mand of Her Majesty's squadron o0n
the Pacifie had been invited by the
Admiralty, and he did not douibt by
the Government of this Dominion, to
make a personal enquiry as to the port
or ports most suitable for the terminus
of the Pacifie Railway on the Pacifiec
coast. He (Mr. DeCosmos) had givefl
notice of his motion before the report
of the hon. the Minister of Publie
Works was sent down to the House.
He found that in that report no men-
tion whatever was made of any report
from Admiral De Horsey. Hie had
reason to believe, before he left the
Province of British Columbia, that a
copy of that report had been forwa1î
to this Government. if they turne
to the report of Mr. Fleming
Chief Engineer of the Can
Pacifie Railway, issued in the
spring or summer of last year.
t ey found that reports had
reeeived and condensed fron dieffret

Business.(COMMONS.]
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.officers of Her Majesty's Navy who had
been on duty on the North-West coast,
but there was not a single mention
made of any seaport on Vancouver
Island as the terminus. Admiral de
lorsey having communicated bis
report, as he (Mr. DeCosmos) was
intormed, to the Imperial Government,
and to this Government also, he now
asked that, before the great question of
the Pacifie Railway was taken up by
this House, they should have laid
betore them a complete copy of this
report, and not as they had last year,
an eiasculated report, or reports
taken from the reports sent by Her
31ajesty's officers to the Admiralty,
in England. The importance of
selecting the best place on the Pacifie
coast was so great that the House
required the very best information that
could be gathered on the subject, and
if it were not so late, he would endea-
vour to oceupy the attention of the
Huse, for half an hour, in showing
both the dornestic commerce and the
foreign commerce of the Pacifie
Ocean with the American States
and territories contiguous to the
western terminus of the Central Pacifie
Railway. But he would reserve bis
remarks on that subject for a future
day, when he hoped the louse would
have more opportunity to listen to
statistical information, as to the trans-
Paeific and trans-continental trade
which was now being done at San
Francisco.

MR. TUPPER said ho would take
the opportunity to ask the First Min-
ister when the House might hope to
receive the report of the Engineer onthe Canadian Pacifie Railway.

-R. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentlernan would find that there was

aconsiderable report in the Report of
the Publie Works Department which
had heen presented to the House. Thereport of Mr. Cambie and the Report of
Ca.Marcus Smith were- there. -Mr.
telbie was the officer charged withthe survey in British Columbia during
the year, and the report of Mr. Smith

a more general report.

Ma TUPPER l 1s it intended that
port Ontd not receive any further re-
Port n the subject before we are called

upon to deal with the question of the
route of the railway.

MR. MACKENZIE said he was not
aware at the moment of any further
report until the Government received
the complete report of Mr». Cambie,
with the maps, etc., and he was not
aware if that gentleman would have
anything in addition to deal wiLh. If
there was anything further that it was
possible to bring down, it would
be brought down. The paper to
which bis hon. friend 'behind him (Mr.
DeCosmos) referred, had cone in very
lately froin England as a document
communicated to the Governmernt, and
it would be brought down as soon as
possible.

Motion ayreed to.

PROJECTED HARBOUR NEAR MORPETH.

MOTION FJR RETURNs.
MR. STEPHENSON moved for re.

turns of all reports, surveys, maps, esti-
mates, correspondence and other
details in possession of the Govern-
ment in connection with the projected
harbour on Lake Erie, near the village
of Morpeth, in the county of Kent, to-
gether with a detailed statement of
the expenditure incurred on account
of that proposed work since 3rd
April, 1876.

Motion agreed to.

RENEWAL OF THE RECIPROCITY
TREATY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. BOURASSA moved for copies
of ail correspondence and despatches
between the Government of Canada
and the Government of Great Brit-
ain, the English Ambassador at Wash-
ington, or uany other person in the
United States, since the lst January,
1874, in relation to a renewal of the
Reciprocity Treaty, together with
copies of all Orders in Council in rela-
tion to the same subject.

MR. MACKENZIE said there were
no new papers. The date the hon. gen-
tleman had given comprised the nego-
tiations which were conducted in the
winter of 1874, but there had been no
fresh negotiations and no papers of any
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kind since then. That being the case,
he asked his hon. friend to withdraw
the motion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

TRADE AND COMMERCE OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

MOTION POR RETURNS.

MR. DECOSNIOS moved for a return,
sbhowing the receipts for Customs and
Excise in British Columbia for the six
months ending on December 31st last;
also, a return of the Customs and
Excise collected on Stickine River for
the saine period; also, a return of the
imports and exports of the said Pro-
vince for the saine period; also, a
return showing the imports into the
said Province of all merchandise, duty
free or subject to Customs or Excise,
from the other Provinces of the
Dominion, from and including 1871 to
31st December, 1877, setting forth the
respective quantities and values the
production and growth of Canada. He
said the first of these returns would no
doubt be very brief, but it was
desirable, in some respects, to have
before the louse. So far as returns
in reference to the Stickine, were con-
cerned, he thought it was important
that the House should know something
about them. He was not aw: re that
they had anything about the trade of
that river in the returns before the
House. As to the last part of
his motion, he thought it would
be interesting to have something
showing the Interprovincial trade be-
tween British Columbia and the other
Provinces of the Dominion, and he did
not see that any objection could be
offered by any member of the Govern-
ment, or any member of the House.

MR. BUIRPEE (St. John) said the
first part of the return could be supplied
to the hon. member quite readily, but
he feared the last part could not. There
had been no account kept between the
different Provinces since Confederation,
and there was nothing to show the
trade between them.

Ma. DECOSMOS said he thought
the hon. the Minister of Customs
would be able to get-the necessary in-
formation, from the fàet that all mer-

Ma. MACKENZIE

chandize was passed in bond over the
Pacifie Railway ; therefore, the ports
through whicti merchandize was passed
to British Columbia would be able
to supply the information. He hoped
the Government would allow the mo.
tion to pass, because ho thought it was
a matter of great importance.

Ma. MACKENZIE : We wilI try.
Motion agreed to.

House adjourned at
Six o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 19th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERs.

RECEPTION OF PRIVATE BILLS.

MOTION TO EXTEND TIME.

Ma. RYMAL moved that, as recom-
mended by the Committee of Standing
Orders, the tine for receiving the peti-
tions for Private Bills be extended for
ten days, and the time for presenting
Private Bills for a like period.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

LISTS CONCURBED IN.

MR. MAC EENZIE moved concur-
rence in the report of the Specisi
Committee appointed to prepare and
report the list of members to compose
the Select Standing Committees of the
flouse, so far as relates to the folloW
ing Committees:-On Privileges and
Elections; on Railways, Canals, and
Telegraph Lines ; on Miscellaneon,
Private Bills; on Printing; on Ilablic
Accounts; on Banking and Commerce,
and on Immigration and ColoDizatio

Motion agreed to.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.
MuBBAGE TO TRI SBNATU•

Mi. ROSS (West Middlesex) moved
that a message be sent to the SeOD8n
requesting that their H1onour Wio at

with this louse in the formation ot
Joint Committee of both HeîsO5OU the

General Business.


