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or to have given us a good harvest in
1876 instead of a bad one ? If, indeed,
the hon. gentleman could have done
all these things, then I will confess
that he is omniscient and but little
short of omnipotent, and I can only
express my extreme astonishment that
he ever allowed us to drive him from
office. As I understand the case, the
distress of Canada has arisen very
largely from this fact: that during a
period of three or four years we im-
ported some eighty or one hundred
million dollars' worth of goods more
than we legitimately required. The
estimate is a very large one, I k1now; but
I am very much afraid it is not much in
excess of the truth. Thus, in the ensu-
ing year, from those two causes, we
lost thirty or forty millions of income
on which we might reasonably have
relied. The returns from one
very valuable source have fallen
from thirteen millions to some-
thing like four millions and a
half; and in another case, as the
House knows, our agricultural exports,
have sunk from twenty-one millions
to seven millions ; being a loss in those
two directions, of fifteen or sixteen
millions in a single year. Now, Sir,
I would like to know if any Govern-
ment could have prevented the coun-
try from being poorer, when the
country had engaged in operations of
that kind. The loss of fifteen or six-
teen millions arising from the almost
total destruction of our lumber trade
with the United States and the failure
of our harvest, represented the dim-
inished importations of fifteen or
twenty millions, and the loss of one or
two millions consequent thereupon. It
appears to me the more closely the
matter is investigated, the more care-
fully the House considers the question
-and I hope hon. members will
carefully consider it-it will appear to
them clearly and distinctly that the
causes of the depression are not under
our control, and not such as may be
removed by Act of Parliament, and,
least of all, by assimilating our policy
to that of the neighbouring country, in
which, by the confession of their own
authorities, the degree of distress and
the permanent injury to-day farexceeds
ours. I thank the House for the at-
tention with which they have listened

MR. CARTWRIGHT.

to these observations, and I may take
occasion, at a somewhat later period of
the Session, to extond my remarks a
little in respect to this matter.

Ma. PLUMB said he presumed that
the hon. the Minister of Finance would
admit that Governor Robertson was a
Free-trader and represented the Free-
trade party.

MR. CARTWRIGHT said he had
always entertained great respect for
Governor Robertson, but that respect
had undoubtedly now increased. He
understood the hon. gentleman was
especially qualified to speak of Gov.
ernor Robertson, for, if he (Mr. Cart-
wright) was correctly informed, he
was at the head of the party under
the hon. member for Niagara (Mr.
Plumb) had served iD the United
States before attaining his present
legislative position here.

MR. McCARTIIY moved the ad-
journment of the debate.

Motion agreed to and debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutespast

Twelve o'clock,

HlOUSE OF COMMONS.

-Monday, 25th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

REFERRED TO COMNITTEE.

MR. YOUNG moved that the Public
Accounts of Canada for the fiscal year
ending 30th June, 1877, and the suP-
plementary statement of incone and
expenditure during the current Ye"
be referred to the Standing Comuniite
on Public Accounts.

Motion agreed to.

CANADA SOUTHERN RAILWAY 003
PANY ARRANGEMENT BILL.

[BIL No. 6.]

(1r. Thomson, Welland.)

SECOND EADING.

Order for second reading read.

Ma. THOMSON (Welland) exPlaie
that the Bill was intended to reOrga
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the bond system of the Canada
Southern Railway Company. The
financial affairs of the company had
become involved in a great deal of
confusion ; and it was found that, un-
less some re-organization was effected,
the company would collapse, and go
into bankruptcy ; and, consequently,
such arrangements bad been made as
to give satisfaction to all classes of the
bond-holders, over three-quarters of
whom had assented to them, and peti-
tioned the House for their adoption.
These arrangements would make the
company solvent and prosperous, and
enable it to pay in cash its floating
debts and the interest on its bonds.

MR. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said lie did not intend to oppose the
Bil at this stage; but, when it came
before the Committee, he would offer
amendments to it, in conformity with
the prayer of certain petitioners that
had been presented to the House, with
respect to the retention and permanent
location of the head offices of the
company, and otber matters, and, in
case it came back to the House un-
acceptable to himself. ho reserved his
right to propose amendments there or
to oppose in toto, as he might thon
feel advised.

Bill read the second time.

ONTARIO EXPRESS AND TRANSPORTA-
TION COMPANY BILL -[BILL No. 7.]

(Mr. Oliver.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

eATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY BILL.

[BILL No. 8.]

(Air. Desjardins.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

ofa. MACKENZIE: What are theother PUposes mentioned in the title'If the Bill?

MR. DESJARDINS: They refer
n Power to amalgamate, and to hold

panited States bonds in case the coin-
stades business in- the United

MR. MACKENZIE: I have looked
through the Bill very hurriedly, but
my impression is that power to
amalgamate with any other com-
pany the Directors may chgose to
select is asked for, and I think
that is an extravagant power to
seek. I merely wish to call attention
to it, as that is probably the portion to
which the attention of the Committee
will be directed.

MR. DESJARDINS: I understand
that the powers in question are of the
same nature as those that were obtain-
ed by the Royal Canadian Insurance
Compavy last year.

Bill read the second time.

BROCKVILLE AND OTTAWA AND CAN-
ADA CENTRAL RAILWAY COM-

PANIES AMALGAMATION
BILL.-[BILL NO. 9.]

(Mr. Galbraith.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

STADACONA FIRE AND LIFE INSUR-
ANCE COMPANY BILL.-[BILL No. 10.1

(Mir. Casgrain.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
MR. BOLDUC said ho must ask the

hon. gentleman to let the Bill stand
until the views of shareholders to
whom it had been sent could be ob-
tained.

MR. CASGRAIN said he would have
had no objection to the request had
not the Bill been already submitted to
a general meeting of the shareholders
held on the 5th of February inst., and
approved.

Ma. HOLTON said that, as eight
days must elapse before the Bil
could be considered in Committee,
every necessary procaution could be
taken, he thought, against any hasty
or inconsiderate action affecting the
interests of shareholders.

Ma. DOMVILLE said, before the
Bill finally passed, every proper pro-
vision should be made in the interests
of those who had been so unhappy as
to have suffered from the calamities Of
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fire. lie had nothing to say against
the company, but, before the House
placed it in such a position as to ena-
ble it to get rid of its obligations, they
should sec to the shareholders paying
up the calls now owed.

Bill read the second time.

MERCHANTS' BANK BILL-[BILL NO.11]

(Mr. .Tetté.)

SECOND READING

Bill read the second time.

SOCIÉTÉ DE CONSTRUCTION MUTUELLE
INCORPORATION BILL.-[BILL NO. 12.]

(Ifr. Malouin.)

Bill read the second time.

KINGSTON ELECTION PETITION DEPOSIT
BILLI.-[BILL NO. 15.]

(Mr. Haggart.)

SECOND READING FOSTPONED.

Order for second réading read.
MR. MACKENZIE said he had to

ask his hon. friend to let the Bill stand
for several reasons, into which he
would not enter, though one ot them,
perhaps, was conclusive. He thought
that this was not a private Bill, and
that, if they had any right to pass it,
it was as an amendment to the public
Act. It could not be proceeded with
as a private Bill-at least, this was his
then impression. At a]l events, i
could not then be proceeded with, as
various matters connected with the
position of Mr. Stewart relative to the
deposit of money had to be considered.

Order postponed.

ONTARIO MUTTAL LIFE ASSURANCE
COMPANY BILL.-[BILL NO. 16.]

(Mr. Bowman.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

QUEBEC PIRE ASSURANCE COMPANY
CHARTER AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 21]

(Mr. Taschereau.)
SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
Ma. DoMVILLE.

CARILLON CANAL AND DAM.

QUESTION.

Ma. CURRIER enquired, Whether
it is the intention of the Government
to proceed with the canal and dam
and other contemplated improvements
at Carillon during the presentseason?

MR. MACKENZIE : It is the inten.
tion of the Government to do so. It
is a matter very mach to be regretted
that circumstances over which the
Government had no control has pre.
vented this work from being proceeded
with as we desired. Mr. Page is at
present perfecting arrangements with
the o bject of proceeding with it as soon
as the season opens.

OVERPAYMENTS BY STEAMBOATS

QUESTION.

MR. CHEVAL enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
place in the Estimates a sum of money
to provide for reimbursing the pro-
prietors of steamboats such as the
steamboat Cultivateur, which paid
in the St. Ours Lock a sum of $321,
when the vessel ought to have paid in
reality but $138 ?

Ma. SYITH (Westmoreland):
may inform my hon. friend that it is
not the intention of the Government
to submit any such amount in the Esti-
mates.

DEEPENING THE CHANNEL AT THE
MOUTH OF THE MIRAMICHL

QUESTION.

MR. MITCHELL enquired, Whether
it is the intention of the Governmenlt
toprosecute, during the coming seaso,

works for the deepening of the chan-

nel over the Horse Shoe Bar at thO
mouth of the Miramichi River ?

Ma. MACKENZIE : The arrange'
monts for the season are not yet
made, but, as usual, dredges be
sent where they are most wanted, and,
if they are most wanted at this place,
they will go thore.

Ma. MITCHELL : Then I suppoe
we are not to get any.

Ma. MACKENZIE : Oh, I di o
say that, by any means.

Business.General486



[FEBUARY 25, 1878.]

Ma. MITCHELL: It looks like it.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I bave no de-
sire to even imply that.

Ma. MITCHELL: I take that in-
ference from it, and I wish it to be so
understood.

IRON RAILS IN CAPE BRETON.

QUESTION.

MR. MACKAY (Cape Breton)
enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to aid the construc-
tion of Eastern Railway Extension in
Cape Breton,-now subsidized by the
Statutes of Nova Scotia-by a transfer
of iron rails ?

MR. MACKENZIE: The Govern-
ment in the first place have already
apportioned the rails, under the
resolution of the House, to those roads
which were conceived to be feeders to
the Intercolonial Railway; and we
had no authority to apportion any rails
for any other purpose. All that were
to spare-about 70 miles-we expect
to be used ; and these were apportioned
to certain roads, as the return brought
down to the flouse shows. It is
impossible, therefore, for the Govern-
ment to entertain any further
proposition in that direction; and
other roads have been refused on
account of there being no rails for
disposal or on account of such roads
lot being feeders to the 'Government
railway. Of course, if the projects
which have been aided through that
Order in Council do not carry out the
arrangements that were made for
building their "espective roads, it will
then be for the Government and the
luse to consider what disposition
may be Inade of the rails which would
be otherwise apportioned to these

RED AND ASSINIBOINE RIVERS.

QUESTION.

(Se ARCHIBALD, for Mr. SMITu
Slkintk ' enquired, Whether it is the

the -fthe Government to remove
ed Obtructions to navigation on the

r'ver btween Pembina and
the Fort Garry; and whether it is
h nention of the Government to

the Assiniboine River so as to

permit of its bei'ng navigated by steam-
boats of light draught?

Ma. MACKENZIE: It is the
intention of the Government to make
some improvements in the way of
removing. boulders and some slight
obstructions of that kind in
both rivers, which will render a
long course navigable, without incur-
ring any very heavy expense; and we
expect to be able to do that out of the
Fund for the Improvement of Rivers
which will be found in the Estimates.

MAIL COMMUNICATION WITH THE
BRITISH WEST INDIES.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Ma. LANGEVIN moved for, 1st.
A return of all correspondence, since
the 1st January, 1875, of and with the
Postmaster-General, the Minister of
Public Workes or any other Depart-
ment, relating to Mail communication
with the British West Indies ; 2nl. A
return of all correspondence had be-
tween the Government of Canada and
the Imperial or any Colonial Govern-
ment with regard to a subsidy for a
fine of steamers between Canada and
the British West Indies. Ie said he
wished to remind the hon. the First
Minister that, last year, -he (Mr.
Langevin) had called the attention of
the House, and especially of the Gov-
ernment, to this matter. le under-
stood that certain arrangements had
been made in this regard, but he was
told these were not concluded between
the Government of Canada and the
companies that ran steamers between
Halifax or New York and other ports
and the West Indies. At all events,
he desired by means of this motion to
obtain the correspondence and the
facts connected with this matter. He
regretted'that, so far as he was in-
formed, it did not stand in a better
position than was the case last year.
A gentleman who now or lately wa
travelling in the West Indies had, the
other day, written him a letter
showing the great inconvenience exist-
ing, owing to the fact that these postal
arrangements were so defective. This
gentleman said that, on letters sent to
New York viá the subsidized steamer
for Halifax, the charge was six-
pence; and on letters to Halifax
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tenpence or a shilling, his cor-
respondent forgot which - nearly
double, because Canada was not
in the Postal Union ; and this gentle-
man also said : - "The Governor-
General of the Danish islands of St.
Thomas and St. Luce, a short time ago,
stated in the Legislative Council that,
at present, rearly the whole civilized
world has joined the Union, with
the exception of the few British West
India Islands, those countries which
have not entered the Union, or such as
have no regular mail service, and
whose political system is such as to
give no guarantee for the fulfilment of
those obligations which theywould have
to undertake towards other countries in
the event of their entering the Union."
He (Mr. Langevin) did not suppose
that this Governor-General referred to
Canada, but, at all events, these were
the facts :-We were not in a botter
position than those countries ; no such
arrangements of any kind existed in
our regard ; and the postal communi-
cations between Canada and the West
Indies were very defective. Last year,
if ho remembered aright, the hon. the
First Minister, looking at this question
from t broader point of view than
more postal arrangements, had stated
that we could not supply these islands
with flour, for example, because the
trip was too long to permit flour reach-
ing there in good order; and, there-
fore, that we could not rely on the
growth of a trade which would
allow this or any other Government
to undertake to subsidise a lino of
steamers to that point; but ho (Mr.
Langevin) was now told that a Cana-
dian firm was manufacturing flour for
the Brazils, necessitating much longer
trips; and it was said that flour could
be made to stand the influence of the
sun in that quarter for three weeks.
And, if flour could be sent to the
Brazils, it cotuld, without doubt, be sent
to the West Indies; consequently, he
did not think that any ground remained
or the statement, of the hon. the First
Minister in question. He would leave
this part of the subject to the hon. the
Minister of Militia, who, being a ship-
owner, and largely concerned in the
West India trade, knew a great deal
about it; but he oould not refrain from
saying that the claims of Canada in

MR. LANGEVIN.

this respect were very great ; and par.
ticularly under the present circumstan.
ces, when trade was in go languishing
a condition, they should certainly
endeavour to find new outlets for our
commercial enterprise. le understood
further from fthe letter mentioned, that
an arrangement had been made between
the Cunard company and the British
Government, whereby a new contract
had' been entered into, in this relation,
by that company. He did not know
that the hon. the First Minister had
been informed of this, but ho had heard
that the subsidy had been renewed in
connection with the sending ofa Cunard
steamer from Halifax to St. Thomas.
le hoped that the Government had

t&ken advantage of this circumstane
to have this steamer extend its trips to
the British West Indies, in order par-
ticularly to give us the benefit of postal
communication, and had communicated
with the British Government to this
end. He was, of course, quite in the
dark as to what might have passed
between the British and Canadiaii Gov-
ernments on this subject ; and this was
wby ho moved for this correspondence.
He trusted his motion would be con-
sidered by the Govern ment, as it de-
served some consideration; and that it
would furnish members who were of
the same opinion as himself in this
respect with an opportunity to express
their views.

MR. FOREBES said this matter had
received a great deal of attention and
called for more, both at th > hands of
the Government and of the House. The
Province of Nova Scotia, in particlar,
was largely interested in it, as that
Province probably did more business
with the West Indies than the other
three or four Provinces together. This

subject had been before the country
since 1866; a great deal had been dOne
in urging it upon the Government ad
the Government had again and ag
led them to believe that they in
tended to have considered it upon
its merits, which were not, slight

but very substantial. [n 1866 9
Commission was appointed with dee-
gates from the different Provinc
witht the object of bringing this q

tion before the different Govern en
of the West Indies ; they diu j
and those Governments thon en Lw

the British West Indies.
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heartily into the subjeet, and they
would, no doubt, have at once joined
with the Provinces in the establish-
ment of a line of steamers, but Con-
federation, in the ineantime, was
brought about, and it was not done.
ilowever, a report was made, and from
it he would rend as follows :-

" The communication between British North
America and the West Indies was hnow very
unsatistaclory, the only regular service being
performed by a steamer leaving Halifax once a
month, the day of ber sailing depending on
the arrival of the luropean steamer there, and
that of her arrival at St. Thomas being con-
sequently uncertain, and not so timed as to
meet, with regularity, intercolonial steamers
which distribute the mails among the Islands.
In consequence of this, letters from North
America frequently lie for several days in the
post-office at St. Thomas, and the time occu-
pied before replies could be received was such
as to deter merchants in the British Provinces
from sending orders to Demerara or the Wind-
ward Islands."
This service was performed by one
boat, which went to St. Thomas, landed
the mail for the Windward Islands,
went from St. Thomas to Beitmuda, and
from Bermuda to Hlalifax. It again
returned ; and it performed this service
once a month. Letters were under
this system, when proper connections
were not made at St. Thomas,
f'equently delayed, not for a few days,
but for a month before they reached
their destination. In 1871, a memorial
wps presented to the Government,
signed by a large n amber of Senators
and members of the Hlouse. He would
read t bis memorial with the permission
Of the llouse:-

BOUsE OF COMMONS,
" OTTAWA, 2nd March, 1871.

the ena- have the honour to forward to you
ceeelosed mnemorial, asking for more mail

acco modation between the Dominion and theBritish and Foreigu West Indies, trusting titisit the proper channel, and that you will bringit te th, Cnsideration of the Government, atlotir eariet convenience.
"I aRn your obedient servant,

"on. An. CAMPBEL "J. F. Foanas.

Postmaster-General.
' Ottawa."

Jo Hs xcelencY The Right Honorable
booh haron Lisgar, of Liagar and Balie-
Governo, Gp.., G.C.B , G C.M.G., &c., &c.,

aoada.r Gereral of the Dominion of
sThe emorial of the Senators and Repre-

Provc of Nova Scotia, and the otherCnada, cumprised in the Dominion of

ninia tiF \ail accommodation between the'Iluion of Canada and the British and

Foreign West Indies is altogether inadequate
to 4he trade now existing, and is a great
barrier to the increase which better Mail
accomodation would develop.

" That this Dominion carrying on so large a
trade with these Islands should only -have one
Mail a month, and that sent by, the British
Government, calls for some consideration,
particula-ly as these Islands furnish so large
an amount of business, and absorb so many of
the products of the Dominion of Canada.

" The value of the trade between the British
and Foreign West Indies and Canada, carried
on by Dominion vessels, amounts te about
seven millions per annum, of which Nova
Scotia contributes about three, and this, large
as it is, would, no doubt, be greatly increabed
if fostered by better Mail accomodation.

" Occupying as the Dominion now does, the
proud position of being the fourth maritime
power in the world, it is not without confidence
we place the interest of this industry in your
hands, knowing the estimate you place upon
it, and feeling you will do il that justice which
its magnitude demands.

" Considering the importance of the trade
now existing between the West Indies and the
Dominion, the amount of tonnage employed,
we can well understand the inconvenience
suffered by the large and important community
engaged in the business by having only one
mail a month, and that the time bas arrived
when the people of the Maritime Provinces,
who are so largely interested, can ask with
justice to themselves and the Dominion, the
establishment of a semi-monthly Mail Service
between the British West Indies and the port
of Halifax, Nova Scotia, all must be free to
admit.

" OTTAWA, February 28th, 1871."

That memorial was, as could be seen,
ve-y largel> signed. Tne question
at that time received a good deal of
attention, and the Government ap-
peared to be anxious to do something
to forward that service. That interest
of the Government still continued
and still would continue to exist He
hoped the time would come when the
Government would effect somothing.
In 1872, there was another memorial
forwarded to the Governmerit, the
names appended to which were, un-
fortunately, not kept, but they had a
copy of the inemorial which be would
rend. It was dated 24th April, 1872 : -

" A memorial of the Representatives of the
Dominion of Canada humbly urging that tte
people of those Provinces, fully alive to the
necessity of more direct and efficient mail com-
munication between the Dominion and the
West Indies, desire to press the consideration
of this important service upon the attention
of the Government tbat in carrying forward
Railway enterprises to benefit the distant
Provinces of the West, it was highly desirable
to toster the Eastern interests, which would
make the Dominion one of the first maritime
powers in the world.

" That the Governments of the different
West India Islands offered the Commissioners
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who visited them in 1866, to supplement any
grant which migl4t be given by the GovWrn-
ments of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Canada to establisi a semi-monthly mail
service between these Islands and the Do-
minion. ,

" That as large subsidies had been given to
the Allan Line and a GuifLine of Steamers
fostered, they trusted with these facts before
them, the Government would give that con-
sideration to this interest which its impor-
tance demanded and increase the Mail accomo-
dation between these countries."
These memorials had been followed
np by addresses from time to time,
until the present moment; yet this
subject, although it bad received a
good deal of consideration, had not
yet received that consideration which
its magnitude demanded. In 1870-71
the trade between the United Pro-
vinces and the West Indies amounted
to the sum of about seven mil-
lion dollars. The business between
countries which could afford such
an amount of trade, despite in-
sufficient mail accommodation, could
not be an insignificant one. In 1876-77,
that trade, instead of being as it was
in 1871, dropped to $5,160,000; a fall
of nearly two million dollars since
1870-71. This, certainly, could not be
an evidenco-of the necessity of foster-
ing that trade, so far as the increase
was concerned; but it showed that,
owing to the neglect of fostering it, a
large amount of trade had been lost to
us. Those islands had increased in
population, as also had the Dominion,
and still our trade had sunk two
millions. This was a grave considera-
tion for the people of the Dominion,
especially of the Maritime Provinces,
who were largely interested in this
trade. If this question had been taken
up years ago, when it might have been
taken up, when we had a large revenue
which gave us a surplus year after
year-instead of amounting to five
millions of dollars, it would have
amounted to the sum of eight or ten
million dollars. The trade of the
United States with the West Indies
amounted, according to the Premier's
own statement last year, to t he sum of
thirty-five million dollars. Tbe West
Indies were anxious to trade with us.
.Bermuda. that little Island which had
three' thousand military and ten
thousand inhabitants, had established
mail communication between it and
New York, and all the money

MR. FoRBs.

they could afford to spend ther
paid to the United States. Their
supplies of beef, pork, &c., were
tendered for by merchants of the United
States, and thus this trade was lost
to the Dominion; and, unless we could
offer better facilities for communica-
tion, wecould nothope forany increase
of trade, as they were not inclined to
take away their business from where
it could be done eheapest. If the Gov.
ernment had even established a month.
ly steam service some years ago. our
business would have been largely in-
creased. He spoke with feeling, be.
cause the Maritime Provinces largely
depended on their trade with the
West Indies. They had a growing
trade; fish, lumber, vegetabios, to a
large extent, finding their way to that
market. He hopod this subject would
receive the attention of the Govern-
ment. In 1876, the present Minister
of Militia, whowas then outside the
Governient, like himself, an inde-
pendent member of this House, stated
that:-

" There is nothing at the present time
which so much tends to hinder a satisfactory
or successful line of commerce between the
tropics and the Dominion, as the unsatisfac-
tory position of the sugar duties. Until ther
are adjusted or placed on a basis that will
more fairly represent the value of the raw
material, as compared with that of the
refined article, it is out of the question that
any line of trade can be successfullv under-
taken. The House must understand that it
is only for a very short time that returns can
be obtained froin the West Indies. and it is
therefore of the greatest possible importance
that during thes.e six or seven months we
should have such a demand in our OwU

markets for the raw material from the West
Indies as woula furnish traffic betwen the
two countries. We have plenty o produce
to supply them, and build up a satisfactory
trade with them, if the sugar duties were
adjusted on a proper basis so that we couh;

bring back that article as return .a
With regard to our communication wita
Islands at present, my hon. friend fell onto
mistake when he said it was not vll CO D
ducted. It is done by the Cunard Line, and
everybody kuows the Cunard Line r5
factorily managed ; of course, i.h th e
other-channels of communication vih l
West Indies-besides cable comuinca
-but I do not look upon thiq que4lOn
much from a mail point of view, as rent
trade standpoint. I believe, at the pisthe
moment, when the manu factirers Of the

Dominion are looking for customers f0 tde
articles which they producednothinlr
so much tend to relieve them as

the British West Indies.
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trade, and, if we can successfully establish
zluch a trade[Fwith a country like the West
indies, and bring back a return trade, it is
our best policy."

These islands did notpretend to manu-
facture, and we bad to supply their
wants or our neighbours to the
,outh, who had at present got
the trade and intended to keep
it in spite of us. Ife hopea
the Government would take this
matter into consideration, notwith-
standing there might be some difficulty
in raising the money, especially at the
present period of depression, and he
did not hesitate to say that the whole
money would come back into the
coffers of the Dominion. The Board
oft rade had also given the matter
Meious consideration with respect to
coal. A large amount of coal was
used in the West Indies, which had
become a station for so many steamers,
backwaids and forwards, and we could
supplv them with coal without any
dilficulty; i fact, we were the proper
people to supply them. If some steps
were taken, no doubt they would take
their supply of coal from Nova Scotia.
Some time ago, a return had been
moved for. relative to tenders received
or the performance of this work,aS well as the amount of those tenders,

and the answer given was that these
matters were under consideration.
The tenders were asked for by the late
POinater-General, now Lieut.-Gov-
enor of Ontario. lIe believed that
tndes had been received, but had
oleer learnt what those tenders were
or what was their amounts; but, at

rate, such exorbant figures were,se th at the Government did not
m'their way, then, to accept. But
platt.¡o Were now changing their com-

a and the business of the countrywVaý ieviving.

Several IION. MEIMBEPS: Where ?

do FORBES said they would, noo have to pay a large sum, but it
w not be Considered a large sum if

wouldh~ awith the advantages that
aichrue from this connection. It

sidered ave been that the sum, con-
exrbtapart from this, was thought
rejbett and the tenders therefore,
enee to fige felt certain, from refer-1875, that the matter had

received the serious consideration of
the Government. In looking over the
records of 1875, they found the Post-
master-General claimed that, since his
accession to office, he had established
direct postal communication with the
West Indies. If that was the case-
and he did not~know nor did he think
it was, and he had no reason to believe
itwas-it showed that the Government
had taken this matter seriously into
consideration. Then, again, he found
that the Postmaster-General claimed
the paternity of this beneficial action,
and also that, actually, the Premier
had claimed it. He felt sorry to have
to bring these thrngs up, but these
books were handed from one to another,
and it was difficult to know what
reliance to put upon a great many
statements contained in them, particu-
larly in reference to this case. If cor-
rect information could not be obtained
from these books, where was it to be
sought? He felt satisfied they
would obtain direct communication
now that a gentleman from Nova Sco-
tia, who was largely interested in this
service, was in the Cabinet, and that
he would place his single eye upon this
enterprise, and sae that it was, carried
through. It was one of those things
which our people considered a griev-
ance which the Government should
rectify. He had been told that West-
ern Canada yielded grain which was
incomparable, which could stand any
climate. Why should not Ontario
transmit it to these islands ? They re-
quired beef, pork, etc., besides manu-
factured articles, and we could supply
them. Steamers arrived there loaded
with products of the United States. It
was marvellous that the people of this
Dominion should let others eat their
bread that they should be eating, and
allow a trade to the extent of several
millions of dollars to pass by them,
just for the want of money to be spent
on steam service, when such an
amount was used every year to deve-
lop our western country, which still
craved for more. To supply the West
Indies from the Dominion would be a
great boon to us, and a great
consideration for them. He be-
lieved the Postmaster-General was
anxious to have this enterprise caft-
ried out, but the finances of the
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country might have been low; how-
ever, he believed better times were
coming, and he hoped the Government
would see its way to attending to this
business and give our people better
communication with the West Indies.

MR. PALMER said that, as a repre-
sentative of a portion of the Dominion
largely interested in this connection,
he ought to add the weight of bis voice,
and of whatever might be his infor-
mation on this subject, to that of his
hon. friend. He held that the Gov-
ernment bad not dealt with the subject
in the way they should have done; but
the hon. member for Queen's, who
professed now to be an Independent
member, should have pressed this
matter some years ago, when be acted
as a supporter of the Government,
when it probably would have bad
more weight than during the last
days of their existence. But it was better
late than never. Perhaps members
who did not live down by the coast
were not well acqnainted with the
business which had formerly been
done between the Maritime Provinces
and the West Indies, but which had
lamentably fallen off, especially in
latter years. This falling off was
owing, to a great extent, to this want
of communication; although, no doubt,
it was the fiscal policy of the Govern-
ment which finally killed the trade, and
until a change took place in that
policy, of course the mail communi-
cation would not have so salutary an
effect as it otherwise would. He
thought it important, however, that
this communication sbould be estab-
lished, which could be done by a
moderate outlay. Although a large,
perhaps the largest, portion of the
carrying trade with the West Indies
was done by Canadian vessels, yet the
direct trade of Canada was very small
compared with that of the (Tnited
States; whereas the number of articles
produced in Canada and used. all over-
the West Indies, was larger in extent
than the number raised in the United
States. We had coal, flour aid pro-
visions. Of course, in former times it
was extremely difficult to get those
provisions down to the coast; but now,
since the establishment of the Inter-
ëolonial Railway, we had a means by
which flour and other produce could

MR. FoRBES.

be sent from the west of Canada to the
West Indies. He wanted the members
from Ontario to understand that there
was no greater outlet for their produce
than the West Indies. Let them look
over the statisties of the trade of the
United States, and "see the enormous
quantity of flour sent from that
country to the West Indies. There
they could meet competition, there
the doctrine· of Free-trade couid
have a fair trial, for there was no
discrimination in the West Indies
between the United States and the
Dominion, or other countries. One
thing which operated against us was
the opinion entertained in the West
Indies against Canadian flour; they
believed it would deteriorate under
the influence of the climate. It re-
quired a more extensive communica.
tion, which woild give a more exten-
ded knowledge of the flour of Canada,
which his bon. friend the member for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) had proved
would stand a climate very much more
trying than that of the West Indies.
If a moderate sum of money were
given, by which a direct line of con-
munication could be made from some
maritime port there, to Halifax or
St. John, or some other port, so that it
could be carried, pro'bably, in steamers
which might also carry freight to
that country, every part of Canada
would be considerably benefitted. A'
inwards and outwards trade would
grow up, and, if the fiscal policY Of
the Government were changed in the
direction pointed out by the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) the
other day, we would have a means of

return trade. There was no directiOl
in which the prosperity of the country
could be advanced so much as in thât
He was sorry to see, the other day

that the Minister of Finance, in bis
Budget speech, stated to the flose
that he depended very much foi the
prosperity of the farming interest Of
Canada on the very small amfor
they would have to pay hereafter f
the transport of their product
that was the one reason why Cndth
was to prosper, his hon. friend the
member for Queen's (Mr. Forbes) 1l ha
weep over it, because he must e
it was perfectly destructive åd he
prosperity of his eonstituents,

the British West Indies.
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1Tr. Paimer) felt that bis constituents
would have to pay seriously for the

prosperity of this country. He was
lad that bis friend, the hon. member

for Queen's, had some idea that the
country might possibly prosper with-
out sacrificing its shipping interest. If
a small amount for transportation was
necessary, it was impossible for the
shipping interest to prosper. And the
aricultural interest, which was -of

paranount importance, could not pros-
per if the shippinginterest languished.

MR. MITCHELL: That only meant
on the Intercolonial road.

Ma. PALMER said he did not wish
to raise any party question. -He desired
to impress upon the House that this
subject was a germ of prosperity that
could not evoke or bring out any
hostile feeling on any side. The trade
he sought to develop could not possibly
injare us. The West Indies produced
articles that Canada could not produce.
They could never be a carrying people
because they could not produce ships.
They required almost everything
grown or manufactured here. There'
was scarcely a Canadian product or
article of manufacture that could not
tind a market, if the trade were pro-
purly fostered in the West Indies. If
the House considered the enormous
numbler of the people, and their close
proximity to us, they would be sur-
prised to find that this trade should be
So neglected, more neglected than any
other trade. They had an enormous
trade with Europe especially with
En gland, they were looking for a trade
With Australia, and for a trade on the
Pacifie ; but here was a trade a tlheir
doors entirely neglected-true, they
supplied them with lumber and fish-
but the whole market of the Westuies for products of the west, and for
Coal and other goods, could not be bet-er supplied than from Nova Scotia

d me other parts of Canada. It
wap for these reasons that he impressed
Up>u the Government and this House,the importance of offering, at all
all ts) some s m of money,-first of

project some direct means of
disriunication to the most convenient
and he ng point in the West Indies,Ve eventured to assert that, before

lo.g, SOie enterprising firm, en-

deavouring themselves to develop this
trade, would be enabled to carry those
mails themselves. l ie had
no further remarks to offer,
except to express a hope that the hon.
gentleman would, as an Independent
member, press the matter upon the
Government as strongly as he could.

MR. HUNTINGTON said he was
sure the louse would be obliged to the
hon. member for Queen's, and the
other bon. gentleman who had spoken
upon the subject, for having brought
this interesting matter before the
flouse; but they would observe that, as
to the general features of the remarks
that had been made, they did not apply
to the Department over which he had
the honour to preside. No doubt the
importance of the subject was
as great as that attached to it by the
hon. gentlemen who had spoken upon
it, and no doubt the deliberations of
the Government in reference to it
might have been somewhat checked by
the commercial depression which the
trade of the country had encounlered.
But, so far as lis Department was con-
cerned, he begged to call the attention
of the House to the fact, to which he
had the honour of explaining to the
House last year, namely, that Canada
was not within the Swiss Postal Union,
and, in consequence, it was impossible
for them to adopt the uniform postal
rates which happily prevailed in other
countries which had had the advantage
of the Berne Postal Union. They had
received complaints in the Department
of the high postal rates charged for
letters transmitted, by ships to the
West Indies, and not particularly to
the West Indies, but to other places.
Those rates were large, but he hoped
the time was not far distant when
this country, as well as all civi-
lized countries in the world, would
be within the beneficent influence
of that Postal Union which had
yearly improved postal facilities, and,
so far as it extended, rendered postal
rates uniform. He hoped the Depart-
ment over which he had the honour to
preside, would shortly have to report
that they had obtained that advantage;
but, in the meantime, ail they could do
was simply to correspond with those
countries, with the view of obviating
the difficulties, which wee not new
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and which had existed for some time.
The Postal Department had already
done a great deal for the amelioration
of certain evils which existed, and for
the expansion of the system which
previously prevailed in regard to the
transmission of mail matter; and he
trusted that in a short time they would
be able to do more. The Government
were quite as anxious as his hon.
friend, not only with regard to the
West Indies, but other countries with
which Canada wished to communicate,
to facilitate postal arrangements
which would be for the conveni-
ence of the people. As regarded the
hon. the member for Queen's, who had
quoted from the Parliamentary Com-
panion to show the achievements of
his (Mr. Huntington's) predecessor in
office, and of the hon. the Prime Min-
ister, ho niight say for himself that he
did not think the views of public men
in this country were always registered
in the Parliamentary Companion, and
it might have suited the gentleman
who wrote those sketches to give them
credit for achievements which had
never been made, or perhaps the
writer thought some things had been
.achieved by them, and was mistaken.
But, speaking for himself and other
members, none of them dictated their
political opinions to the author of the
Parlianentary Companion, and therefore
he was sure his hon. predecessor had
no intention of claiming any honour
for the achievement of something
which had not yet been accomplished.

MR. FORRES said that he had
·quoted from the Parliamentary Com-
panion to show that the records of the
bon. gentleman indicated promises
which. had not been fulfilled.

MR. MITCIIELL said he simply rose
to call attention tc an important omis-
sion on the part of the mover of the
resolution. If he recollected aright, a
short time ago advertisements were
issued and tenders invited by the Gov-
ernment,for the establishment of a line
of steamers, and the advice of scientific
men was obtained in relation to the
character of steamers that would best
serve the interest of the trade. A
number of tenders were sent in to the
Government, and he should like to
know what had been done in relation

MR. IUNTINGTON.

to those tenders, and what were the
reasons which prevented the Govern.
ment from accepting any of those
tenders, and why the policy whieh
had evidently inspired those advertis.
ments had been abandoned? The
people were led to believe that steam-
ers would be subsidized, and that a
policy had been adopted approving a
grant of money for opening up a trade
with the West Indies. The public were
deceived, and the whole thing cnded
in smoke. le should like the Giv.
ernment to explain in respect to this,
and whether there were any important
and serious obstacles to the prosecution
of a policy which lie was sure this
House would approve of.

MR. DOUVILLE said this question
had been brought up on the Opposi-
tion side of the House this year to
show the importance of it to the
country, and that the Government
manifested so little anxiety in regard
to fostering a West Indian trade.
The hon. member for Queen's (Mr.
Forbes), and also the hon. the Minister
of Militia, bad talked about this West
Indian trade in the House, but nothing
had been done. While lie was in
favour of establishing a proper postal
communication with the West Indies,
he was not prepared to admit that
it would do anything in the way of
trade. If they got a regular systei of
postal charges, it would be very COn-
venient; but lie did not think it would

increase the trade with that country
one iota. The whole West Indian

trade, he might say, fell off in cOnse-
quence of the sugar duties. The hon.

the Minister of Militia spoke very
strongly last year in favour of an
alteration of the sugar duties, and
these duties had been discussed every
year, for several years,with no resuilt.

They found that at St. John scarcely a
single cargo of sugar or molasses "as

imported direct. Only a fow year
ago cargo after cargo arrived diret
to that city. The main reason forth
change was the ad valorem duty, an
if a proper scale of duty were fax1
the trade would go on as forTe!y
Look at their importations. t
should make their importationSste
this country, and not slit Oto
people ? All the sugar that udto

come from the West Indies Dow

the gritish West Indies.
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eame from Glasgow or Liverpool;
consequently they had nothing to
bring back in their vessels. Our West
Indian business was alLogether lost.
Another difficulty was the smug-
gling that was carried on at the
eoasts. They had seen cargoes of
molasses seized by Governments, and,
aithouglih it was apparent that the
cargo had been smuggled with a view
to defrauding the revenue, the offenders
we:e not tined more than a nominal sum.
There was a great parade made and
then the cargo was given up again.
Again, with regard to the question of
oil. The tariff said oil was not to be
imported frora the United States
except at a certain test, and it was
not allowed to be brought from Upper
Canada, except under certain tests;
and yet, when it was done, before the
Departmental orders were sent down,
the whole thing was shuffied round
and the oil consumed. Now, while
matters were conducted in this care-
less manner, how could we expect to
load our vessels to the West Indies
and bring back sugar and molasses ?
It often occurred that two cargoes
were in port at the same time, one of
which bad paid a sugar duty of 21
cents, and the other 2î cents,although both had loaded almost
at the saie time, and arrived in port
at the saie time. Consequently, the
trade fell into the hands of those who
loved to cheat their neighbours, and
Parliament and the country allowed
them to defraud the revenue andviolate the laws without trying to
punish themi. This had been repeated

iver and over again; but he must
adit that, coming from the Lower
Povinces they had certainly littie
th exPeet fron the Upper Provinces;
selves. mainly to look out for them
Govesn lt would pross upon the
high tine thowever, that it was

rtarnehe tarif was so ar-
tra-ed as to foster the West Indian

Motion agreed to.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
hehaPL B said that a few days ago

at so s0  to address the House
alete arrength Owing t the incom-

ngenents and sudden pres-

sure at the opening of the Se ssion, he
foand in the manuscript of the report of
his speech many errors, and, although
he thought everything should be done
to avoid corrections and additions to
the text of speeches taken down by the
shorthand reporters, he was obliged to
alter it very considerably. He submit-
ted the alterations to the manager of
the Hansard, who was satisfied they
were necessary in order to bring out
the obvious meaning. Afterwards the
speech was printed in the Hansard. It
was not submitted to him in the proof
for correction, but he supposed from
having revised the manuscript that the
speech would appear all right. He
asked for several copies of the speech
to be sent to him, and when it came he
found in it more than one hundred
errors, most of then of a veiy grave
character and distorting the meaning
in many ways. He was quite prepared
to make all allowance for the pressure
which was caused by the long debate
on the Address, and he had no doubt,
after having spoken to the reporters on
the subject, that the errors were caused
in a great measure by very clurnsy,
careless proof-reading, and this, he be-
heved, had been changed. He did not
rise for the purpose of finding any fault
with the Hansard reporters; he knew
they were willing to do their best; but
he rose in justice to himself to state
that the Ilansard report did not con vey
the meaning he had in view. The
speech reported did not contain the
material point, in fact many material
points, which he meant to con vey to his
constituents, and he had no means of
defending himself or of getting any re-
dress except by making an explanation
to ths House.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY ROUTE IN
BRITISH COLUMIBIA.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

MR. DECOSMOS moved for a re-
turn containing a copy of every
report of the Chief Engineer, Acting
Chief Engineer, or any other Engineer
or Engineers of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway, in the possession of the Gov-
ernment, suggesting or recommending
a survey, in 1876, of the whole or part
ot the r~oute between Burrard's Inlet
and Yellow Head Pass; with a copy
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of anv order or instructions sent res-
pecting the said survey; also, a copy
of every report or reports from each
and all of the said Engineers, in pos-
session of the Government suggesting
or recommending a survey, in 1877, of
the said route between Burrard's Inlet
and Yellow Head Pass; with a copy of
any order or instructions sent respect-
ing such survey. He-said his reason for
making this motion was the fact that,
from time to time, they had heard
the hon. the Premier state, with respect
to the Pacific IRailway, that ho had
always acted on the recommendation
of the Engineer. They had also
heard it stated by the hon. the
Premier, during the Session of 1876,
that the railway route had been
located as far west as Fort George in
British Columbia. If the railway had
been located as far as Fort George
before 1876, it naturally arose that
there was no necessity whatever for a
survey in that year of any portion of
the route between Yellow Head Pass
and Burrard Inlet. He should, there-
fore, like to see the report of the
engineeror engineers, on which this
survey had been founded. Again, the
route from Yellow Head Pass to Port
Moody, or Burrard Inlet, was re-sur-
veyed in 1877, but ho found nothing
whatever in the report of Mr. Flem-
ing, the Chief Engineer, to induce him
to believe that Mr. Fleming had recom-
mended a survey of that route in that
year; on the contrary, if there was
any evidence at all in the report, it was
adverse to any recommendation from
the Chief or Acting Enginneer. It would
be recollocted that, in the Chief En-
gineer's report of 1877, page 61, the
following comparison was made:-

4 A comparison of the estimates which have
been formed, shows that route No. 2 from
Yellow Head Pass to Burrard Inlet, may, with
a judiciously selected location, be established
and completed for about $2,000,ooo more than
route No. 6, terminating at Waddington
Harbour."

Now, the Waddington Harbour route
was the one in which the location had
been made, as was stated in 1876. The
southern route, No. 2, according to
Mr. Fleming, would cost $2,000,000
more than the Waddington Harbour
route, whieh would be equivalent to
fifty miles more railway, at a cost of
$40,000 a mile. It would be recollected

MR. DECoaxos.

that some references were made to
the Admiralty in the year 1876, and
the result of the enquiries, made bythem was sumned u1p in the Chief
Engineer's report in the following
manner:

'' From the naval testimony furnished, taken
in conjunction with the Admiralty charts, the
following deductions may be drawn :-

" lst. That a terminus near the outlet of
the River Skeena would prove the nearest to
the Asiatic coast, but that no decided opinion
can be offered respecting the aautical advaa.
tage of a terminus in that quarter, as the
waters have not been properly surveyed.

" 2nd. That, as far as known, Burrard Inlet,
an arm of the Strait of Georgia, and particu.
larly English Bay, at its mouth, is the best har.
bour and the easiest of approach from the
ocean.

"3rd. That the Strait of Georgia is separ.
ated from the ocean by two archipelagos, ont
to the north, the other to the south, of Vancou-
ver Island.

" 4th. That the approach by the north of
Vancouver Island to the Strait of Georgia is
hazardous and objectionable.

4 5th. That the approach by the south of
Vanconver Island is through passages more or
less intricate between, or at no great distance
from, islands known as the San Juan group.

"6th. That the most important islands of
the San Juan group 'are in the territory of a
foreign power, and that, from their position,
they hold the power of assuming a threatening
attitude towards passing commerce

"Accordingly it is held important, if practic-
able, that the railway should terminate at a
harbour, to gain which these islands need in BO
way be approached,

"On the outer coast of Vancouver Island
there is no lack of harbourage, the whole south-
ern and western shores, from Esquimait round
to Quatsino, 210 miles, being indented with
harbours.

"An unbroken line of railway, from the rail-
ways of the Eastern Provinces of the DoM-
inion to one of these harbors on the outer
coast of Vancouver Island, would be exceed-
ingly desirable. All tue difficulties Of nave
tien to be encoutered in reaching the Mainlard
from the oceau would then be avoided."

Now it must be apparent to every
member of thie House that the Chief
Engineer could not have recommende
the survey of the Fraser River route
in 1877 ; and,when they considered that
that survey must have cost a large
amount of money, probably $50,O00
more, it was right that theV shoald be
placed in possession of every documfelOn
that would throw light, not mereIy
upon the expenditure, but on the Cfue
of that expenditure. He, tberjorey
moved that resolution.

Ma. DEWDNEY said he consid6l
it very desirable that the IHouse h

have every possible informatiPld'
regard to tni matter, and he, there
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proposed to add to the resolution:
"Aiso a copy of all reports or other

papers which induced the Governmeut
to delay the location survey until
1876." He was aware that there were
other papers in the bands of the
Gevernment than the reports of the
engineers, and, as these might have
had some effect in influencing the
Minister of Public Works to order the
arvey aliuded to, ho asked for those
words to be inserted in the resolution.

Vii. DECOSMOS said he did not see
the force of the proposed addition.
The Government of the Dominion paid
the Chief Engineer, and the Acting
Engineer, and, if the Government had
acted upon their advice, it would be
seen from a review of their reports.

Mi. MACKENZIE: It is not noces-
sary that the amendment should be
made. I shall bring down all papers
in the Department having reference to
the matter.

MR. DEWDNEY said, that being
the case, he would not inflict on the
Government the reading of a long
letter he had had the honoi'r of address-
ing to the hon. the Minister of Puilic
Works, as he promised that would be
brought down with the other papers.
ie thought there might have been other
papers which had led the Government
to take the course they had ; but ho
could not see why his hon. friend the
member for Victoria (Mr. DeCosmos)
should object to the survey. Some fewyears ago the hon. member said:

"Confederation on proper terms wil give
op POulation ve l ve us means to employ

Merce, a u ly will enlarge our com-
i a build up our industry. If it gives

a public orks, ifit ves us a railroad from
A point On the Fraser, below Yale, to Savona's

Lr on Lake Kamloops, and if we connect
by rang with the Spelmacheen River

olyi which is only about thirteen miles,ao on tll the whole country, from Osoyoos
le oPenede boundary, behind the Cascades,
comercialuP and connected with our chief

ean e trar city, with a cheap and spedy
cofuntOf transportation, but ail this tract of
ome ersned by the railwayrs and lake

wheat and ton, will be utilized in producing
ation. Victoria tand other articles for export-
he th then will be built up, and will

1esinhbia, it commercial city cf British
tI 'With ail other parts of the colony

n rrohip itrs what Confederationtrnis would do for us."e

tie6Were the views of the hon. gen-
2te years ago with regard to82

the Fraser River route, and ho was
sorry to see him now so bitterty op-
posed to even a survey being made of
that route. The hon. gentleman bad
now spoken about the estimates of last
year in the reports of the cost of the
different routes, and had stated that
the Burrard Inlet route was estimated
to cost two millions more than the Bute
Inlet route. He (Mr. Dewdney) be-
lieved-in fact he knew, that a report
had already come down, and would be
laid down before the House, he be-
lieved. before very long, that would
show a very different state of afftirs.
He found in the report of Mr. Marcus
Smith the following in regard to the
location of the Fraser River route :-

" The proportion of excessively heavy work
is estimated to extend over 57 miles, including
an aggreste of 7 to 8 miles of tunaelling. I
do not tbnk it probable that a better survey
would materially -alter this estimate."

He was glad to see a report brought
down by the Minister of Public Works
estimating the distance of extremely
heavy work at 43 instead of 57 miles,
and also that the tunnelling was little
over two miles instead of seven or eight
miles. He thonght that was quite suf-
ficient to convince any one that the
House ought to be grateful to any one
who had been the means of bringing
about the survey of that road. He
asked the hon. gentleman to
add to his motion, "also copies
of all reports or other papers
which induced the Government to
delay the location survey until 1876."

Mfa. DECOSMOS said ho was glad
that the hon. the Prime Minister had
been pleased to say that he would
bring down the papers having refer-
ence to the Fraser route. With regard
to the utterances of his hon.
friend the member for Yale (Mr.
Dewdney), in reference to some-
thing which ho (Mr., DeCosmos) had
said some ton years ago, ho could
assure his hon. friend that the position
ho occupied now, eompared with that
ho occupied some years ago, proved
that ho was a progressive and not
a standstill politician. During the
progress of this Session he had
heard reference made to what this
or that gentleman of the respec-
tive parties had said at some pre-
vious time, as though it made any
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difference to the public what opin-
ion they held last year or the year
before, provided they were right
now. He believed it was better to be
right than to be consistent. Now, with
regard to the extract that had been
read, in which lie spoke in favour QI the
railway from Yale to ýavona's Ferry,
while that hon. gentleman was connect-
ed with the Government of B.itish
Columbia as surveyor, the prevailing
impression was that the only route
through British Columbia would be by
Fraser River, Eagle Pass and Hiowse
Pass to the Bow Fort, south Saskatch-
ewan ; and he (Mr. DeCosmos) did,
at that period, speak in favour of
the route by Yale. The first explora-
tion party through iowse Pass,
led by Mr. Moberly, brought back
such information as induced the Chief
Engineer, Mr. Fleming, to strike out
that portion of the route altogether.
Before that time they had the Palliser
expedition, and the report of that also
led the publie mind in the direction of
the southern route; but further explo-
rations, both within and without
the Province of British Columbia,
brought conclusive evidence that the
route of the railway, to be of general
advantage to the Dominion and of
special advantage to the Province of
British Columbia,and to be the means of
building up a gigantic commercial city
on the Pacific coast-a city that in his
judgment would be the greatest city
of the Dominion and would be the
great outlet and inlet of that vast
territory west of the 11 Oth meridian
and north of it also-to do this the true
line of the railway, so far as he could
gather from the last report, was north
even of Yellow Head Pass, taking
the Pine River route and passing
through the rich agricultural lands of
Red River, to the north of Manitoba,
and then north of the Saskatchewan,
and through the Rocky Mountains into
a tract of country which Mr. Selwyn,
the geologist, and Mr. MacCoun, the
botanist, had said was the best portion
of territory in British Columbia for
settlement. By that means, when a
railway was brought down to the
common point at Fort George, it could
be diverted to Bute Inlet, and, if neces-
sary at any later time, to Fort Simp-
son. It would form the most ad-

Ma. DnCosxos.

vantageous and shortest line of the
three or four lines now in operation or
in course of construction to the
south, in the States, and this
would be giving them a great
advantage both as regarded ocean.
going and inland traffic. Hle
thought this reason was quite sufficient
why he should change his views
formed on the limited data posseswse
by him some eight or ten years ago
He was perfectly willing to change his
views every day in the year provided
he could make thom better. He
could not accept the proposed addition
to his motion.

Motion agreed to.

CLAIMS FOR DAMAGES ON INTERCO-
LONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MF. POULIOT moved for a state-
ment showing all claims against the
Government, still unsettled, for
damages caused by the Intercolonial
Railway :

1. For lands iaken;
2. For damages caused by water and other-

wise, by reason of work not having been done
which ought to have been done, or work nlot
having been done in a proper manner;

3. Damages by fires caused by the 1oc0mo.
tives-

4. bamages caused by the .killing of cattle
on the line;

5. Damages resulting from ioss or injyry to
goods.
He said ho desired hôn. members to
understand the position in which the
French Canadian population stood to
the Intercolonial Railway, and to caU$P
to disappear certain ideas which pre.
vailed as to this portion of our popula
tion being disagreeable in conduct, or
meddling, as found in certain quarters.
He would go further, and show that
not only was this population very
peaceful, but also that they end"'
grievances with more patience thal
the English-speaking part of the POPU'
lation. The facts were as follows:
the outset, a legion of employé he
been sent into that quarter by the
Government; and none of these m
ployés understood French, though tbe
population was French - Canad
These employés, engineers, etc-, h
entered the fields lying condguoB an
the line, broken down fene't
damaged the crops this wa

Intercoloial Railway
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manner in which their people bad been
treated. And this system of bad treat-
ment had been continued. What had
they next seen ? The contractors,
with a great number of employés,
bad followed, and the farmers, whose
propert'es were situated along
the line, had suffered severely,
their fences being broken down, their
fields and crops damaged, etc. The
farmers had sought to prevent these
things being done; but these people
only replied: "Oh, we do not under-
Stand you ; go off." This was the res-
ponse; and more than that-these per-
sons had not only broken down the
fonces of the farmers and passed into
their fields, but when they proceeded
with the work, they treated the
farmers without any ceremony at all.
In many instances, these persons pre-
vented the farmers going directly from
one part of their properties to another,
obliging them to make considerable
detours sometimes of one or two miles
when they wished to go and cultivate
portions of their farms. The resident
population had been very badly treated
in these and other respects; and, when
they made complaints, the reply al-
ways was " We do not understand you;
go off." Moreover, the people there had
been employed by the contractors, and
they certainly had worked cheaply
enough-for 80c. a day; and it was
supposed that, under the circumstances,
at all events, they would be treated
and paid in good faith ; but this had
Dot been done, and the contractors and
sub-contractors bad acted as if these
ioople could be made to work for
nothing at all. This was what had
taken place in his own county.
Again, those from whom land
had been taken for railway purposes
had been treated very badly; and, in
very any cases, the proprietors inte-rested had received only about one-
quarter of the real value of their proper-
ty; and, altogether, they certainly hadnotobta'ned fifty per cent. of suchvalue, though he knew that the Gov-
ernment had probably paid more. Per-
8U -who were not qualified for thedute8 i question had been employed.
ofteas8 bad been sent to settle theselnatters, and the Government paid as
lessc ig te end, and would have d

proper persons had perfo rthle
sat

services; and these difficulties still
existed. He hoped that the Government
would see that this matter was settled.
Again, serious damage had been caused
along the line from water, owing to
the fact that parts of the work had not
been done in a proper manner; and
the contractors had gained money-it
was all they lo-oked to. He had seen
a list of extras, which, relatively
speaking, were very considerable, that
the contractors: had received when
the road was finished. .And portions
of these works were not to-day com-
pleted. Furthermore, crossings had
not been filled in properly; these, in
places, had never been finished, and
yet the contractors had been well paid.
Great cause for complaint existed in
these regards. He would ask the hon.
the Minister of Justice on what he had
relied in reference to the action taken
concerning the claims made upon the
Government touching the damages
that had thus been caused.

MR. LAFLAMME : In reply to the,
hon. gentleman I would say this : as
to the facts, I took the report of the
officers of the Department of Publie
Works; and, as to the law affecting the
case, I took the law of the country.

Ma. POULIOT thanked the hon.
the Minister of Justice for his answer.
The hon. the Minister of Justice had
long practiced in our Courts of Justice ;
but there proceedings were not con-
ducted after this manner.

Ma. LAFLAMME: I would inform
the hon. gentleman that, in accordance
with the law, which is now perfect..
well known, and in accordance with a
Statute passed a few Sessions since, any
individual who bas a legal claim to
make against the Government can
present a petition to the Court of
Exchequer and secure the application
of this law to bis case.

M. MASSON: But how much will
that cost ?

Ma. LAFLAMME: Not more than
an ordinary case in the Superior
Court. Even the costs in the Exchequer
Court are less considerably than they
are in the Superior Court, and justice
is there administered upon the spot in
question; and, after a petition is pre-
sented and the facts stated, before the
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Judge of the Exchequer Court, th
decision is given; and, if this is no
considered satisfactory, it can be take
before the Supreme Court. As to th
system of procedure which affects thes
cases, it is quite as simple and perhap
less complicated thari that in vogue ii
the Courts of Justice in the Provinc
of Quebec.

MR. POULIOT said that the person
who had made these complaints, ha
not been treated by the Government a
they would have been in an ordinarj
Court of Justice. The Governmen
had obtained reports in this regard
and, upon them, the hon. the Ministei
of Justice and the Government bac
informed the parties interested, wh
preferred these complaints, .that they
had no right to be paid for the damages
they had sustained. Again, loss had
been suffered owing to fres caused by
the locomotives of the Intercolonia
Railway; and in this connection, again,
injustice had been done the population.
Fences along the track had been
destroyed; cattie had been killed
through negligence, and farmers, for
even one or two months at a
tiie, had been unable to put
their cattle into the fields adjoining
the track, owing to the fact that
the fences had not been rebuilt during
this period. Fonces along the track
were even not yet re-erected, and this
was a cause of great complaint. He
thought that justice ought to be done
to those who were interested in this
connection. Another cause for com-
plaint consisted in the fact that persons
were sent. down there by the Govern-
ment to enquire into these matters who
did not understand one word of French.
IHe protested against one nationality
beinz treated in a different manner,
and being preferred to another; we
should all be placed on an equal
footing. He would relate an instance
in this regard which occurred to him.
Last summer some farmers from his
parish had gone to establish themselves
at Metapedia; and hiad taken some
things with them, including a stove.
They had been exposed to incon-
venience and loss, owing to the manner
in which their effects were taken care
of ; and, when they complained, the
answers received were, " I have nothing
to do with it," or " It is not my-

MR. L APLAMME.

e fault," etc. An end should lie put
t to these inconveniences, and, abov
n ail, this portion of the popula-tion
e should flot be incommoded. Under the
e present state of' things, the Frencli.
s Canadians were treated worse than any
a et ber section of our population, and lie
e defied the Enghish-speaking Portion of

the population to endure these griev.
13 ances so long as the Frenci-Canadians
1 had dose. Means should lie taken to

Sterminate the existence of these evils.
Inl the first place, the French-Canadians

Sshould have a Frencli-Canadian repre.
sentative on the staff of the Intercol.

~onial Railway, which now consisted of
ieight or nine chief officiais, flot one or

whom either was a French-Canadian or
r understood their interests. The Pro-

vince of Quebec was net properiy
treated in this cennection, and ho hoped
that the members for the Province of
Qnebec, te whichever party they
might belong, whether Conservative or
Liblerai, would act as wieely as did the
members representing Ontario in the
flouse, whe were united for the pro.
tection e? their rights, when both par-
ties united together to make the Con.
federation. This was a matter to which
attention should lie paid in view of the
approaching elections. These matters
had to be settled, and the people would
judge the Goverament as a jury did a
criminal in the dock. Anothor demand
they had te make was this: that ail
these grievances should be juidged by
one o? their own people; and that this
railway should lie placed on the saine
footing with othor railways. Quite a
number of prosecutions had been takeIl
against the Grand Trunk iRailway ComI-
pany in his district and county,and they
bad been board before the Courts Of
Justice; and the Grand Trunk IRail way,
hoe might remark, was managed on1 the
same principles, and few French-
Canadians were employed on it in high
positions. lu these suitsý the com-
pleinants gained their suits, though, Of
course, they semetirnes lest; but their
grievances were heard and judgedl 9 0 1

in Court, and lie thought that the9 sam1e
ride should lie followed in regard to
the Government railway. FIe haLl
already said that ho did not aCus the
Governrnent of wrong-doifle With!
rforenee to those difficuities; buit
those wrongs hàid blGfl doue by their

interc"ial Railway.
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employés, and they should have been
stopped long ago. As for that also,
both Governments were to be blamed
in the same manner; but the late
Government, he would say, was more to
be blamed, because much more wrong
was done when they were in office, and
the Intercolonial was under the control
ofthe Commissioners. These grievances
had arisen from acts committed by these
engineers and others. The French-
Canadian population should be placed
on the same footing and treated the
same as the English-speaking popula-
tion, and equal justice should be meted
out to them. They did not ask for any
favour to be showed them; they
simply demanded that justice should
be done them. But, in the past, they
had been most unfairly treated ;
and this had been the case while
the late Government was in office
The contracts for supplies of sleepers
for the railway had been misman-
aged, and French-Canadians had not
been considered qualified for posi-
tions on the railway; for example,
it was not found possible to find among
the French-Canadians of the Province
of Quebec a qualified person to be a
store-keeper. They brought one from
Nova Scotia.

An HoN. MEMBER:
Canadians need apply.

No French-

MR.ýPOUJLIOT hoped that the Gov-
ernment, learning all these facts, would
see that justice would be done the
Firench-Canadian population, and that
the French-Canadians were not treated
in any different or more unfavourable
mnanner, than any other section of the
Population of this country.

th en Six o'clock, the Speaker leftthel Chair.

After Recess.
MR. ROBITAILLE said the hon

nme ber for Temiscouata (Mr. Pouliot),
in ubitting his motion, had com-

Plained that there were not proper
Wreas-courses provided, thereby in-in ing the flow of water and destroy-

the roperty to a large extent; that
the far crossings in that section of

teCounltry had not been properly

filled in, and in soinelplaces had not been
filleI at all ; that the engines en tho
road, not being properly arranged to
prevent accidents from burning em bers,
were the means of setting fire to the
fences along that section of the country,
destroying not only railway, but
farmers', fences; that the employés
of the road could not speak the French
language, though that part of the
country was solely inhabited by French
people; that not even a store-keeper

-or an officer holding the lowest position
was taken from the Province of Quebec.
The hon. member had further declared
that a short time ago sleepers were
wanted for that section of road, and
the notices inviting tenders were
printed in English and not in French,
tbough the district was inhabited only
by French people. The stipulations
contained a provision that the lumber
used should be of a kind not found in
the Province of Quebec; that, when it
was found necessary to procure certain
lumber in connection with stone
foundations of walls, which could have
been more easily obtained in the
locality, it was brought from a distance,
probably outside of Quebec, at a great
cost, at the same time leaving six or
eight masons idle for one week. He
(r Robitaille) knew nothing of these
facts; but he presumed that the hon.
member for Temiscouata, being a
devoted supporter of the Government,
must have been cognizant of the facts,
or he would not have dared to accuse
his friends as he had done. It
would appear that, when the i nhabi-
tants, who suffered from the depreda
tions committed along the line, ha4
lodged complaints with the Govern-
ment, some gentlemen were sent down
to the locality, but they did not call on
any of the parties complaining, or give
them an opportunity to establish their
complaints. These gentlemen did not
speak French, and they made a report
to the Government that the complainte
were not founded in fact, and, indeed,
that there was nothing to complain of.
It might be very well for the Minister
of Justice to say that these men, if they
had any complaints, might institute
actions against the Governmert in the
Supreme Court.

Ma. LAFLAMME: Not in the
Supreme Court.
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MR. ROBITAILLE said it must be
remenbered that great cost was in-
volved in instituting any suit. The
hon. member for Temiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) had very properly said that
at the time of the building of the
Grand Trunk the farmers had lost
cattle on the road. They did not com-
plain so bitterly, because they could
bring the Grand Trunk before the
ordinary Courts, which could not be
done with the Government road. It
would be possible for the Government
to offer more facilities to parties along
the Intercolonial road. Some two or
three bridges, and a long section of
crib wharting belonging to the Meta-
p edia road, which was built before the
ntercolonial, had been destroyed

because the engines on the Inter-
colonial had not been properly guarded
and had not proper fire-guards on. He
mentioned that to the Superintendent
of the road last summer, and he pro-
mised to look into the question, but, of
course, he did not do so. H1e (Mr.
Robitaille) complained that, at the
Metapedia station on the Intercolonial
rpad, it was impossible to obtain
tickets for a more westernly point than
Rivière du Loup, or to have baggage
checked to such a point; whereas, it
they went to Campbelltown, fourteen
miles distant, in New Brunswick, they
could obtain tickets for Point Lévis.
It happened that Metapedia was the
nearest station on the Intercolonial
Railway for the whole population in
the district of Gaspé. At certain
seasons of the year it was impossible
to cross over from Gaspé, in -Quebec, to
Campbelltown, in New Brunswick, and
the people were then obliged to go to
Metapedia. Here was a whole popu-
lation of 36,000 people troubled in this
way, without any reason for it that he
could discover. It might be, as the
hon. member for Temiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) had suggested, that Quebec
counted for nothing in the present
administration of affairs. It looked
very much like it, when it was found
that, for the small position of store-
keeper on the Intercolonial Railway
in Quebec, they could not find a French-
Canadian who was supposed to be com-
petent to fill it; but, if they conld not
find a French-Canadian, surely the
Government could find a man of

Ma. LÂFLAMoI.

English extraction who could speak
French. It was a most extraordinary
fact that in the section of the road
where the people were all French
there was not to be found a single
employé whe could speak French. The
hon. member for Temiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) lhad mentioned a case which
looked like a hardship-where a small
farmer had a lot of cattle destroyed.
Al these circumstances showed a mal-
administration of the road. They
would find that the road had been
badly administered from the very
beginning; and the more they looked
into the matter the more they would
find that such was the case. The hon.
gentleman who had brought forward
the motion did not understand why
noue of his compatriots should find
employment on the Intercolonial. The
reason for this was that the represent-
ative of the Liberal or Rouge party of
Quebec in the Administration had
sacrificed the interests of the Province
for personal advancement. They found
that one after another had entered the
Cabinet and made use of that position
to obtain positions of emolument.
They had sacrificed the interests of the
Province of Quebec to their personal
interests and aggrandisement ; and, if
the hon. member for Temiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) had not found it out yet, he
would findi it very soon.

MR. MACKENZIE rose to a point of
brder. He said the motion was OfnO
for papers, and if the hon. member for
Bonaventure (Mr. Robitaille) intended
to make an attack of that character, he
should have given proper notice Of it.

ME. ROBITAILLE said he had
endeavoured to place in English the
attaek made by the hon. member for
Temiscouata, and, as the representative
of an important county in the Province
of Quebec, he had added a complaft
which he had' a right to make, with
the view of directing the attention of
the hon. the First Minister to the stte

of affairs on the Intercolonial IRailway
He had stated the conclusions at whiCh
he had arrived, and the whole PeOP"
of Quebec believed as ho did.

Ma. FISET said the officers ofthe rod
should, perhaps, pay more attention
to its management, especially wbi)a
involved the interests Of inhabito'

Intercoloial Raýilway
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nlong the line. But the Government
could not be held responsible for the
decisions of those official arbitrators.
He admitted their decisions would
occasionally prove very bard to submit
to. In the county of Rimouski, where
the great majority of inhabitants were
French, but where there were many
people who spoke English, it was very
painful to the former to have to sub-
mit their cases before a tribunal that
did not understand their language;
but he did not see how they could
blame the Government for submitting
to the law, which provided that, in the
cases where proprietors had complaints
to make, they were to submit them to
the official arbitrators. If these arbi-
trators did not render satisfaction to
the inhabitants, they ought not to lay
the responsibility of their decisions on
the Government. In the Board of
Direction, as the hon. the member for
Temiscouata remarked, French Cana-
dians were, perhaps, not represented
as they ought to be. But could that
be held as a reproach to the Govern-
ment? When, in 1869, 1870, and 1871,
the late Government had the control
of the road, how many of their com-
patriets were employed on the surveys ?

MR. MASSON: This is a Govern-
Ment of Reform

Mn. FISET said that was undoubt-
edly true ; but, in regard to complainte
made for damages on the line for ani-
mals killed, and damage by fire, the
Government could not be held respon-
uible in such cases. It obliged its
officers to make a report after they
have held an enquiry. The Govern-
maent Was obliged to base its decision
on their report. The hon. member for
Bonaventure said it was very incon-
venent not to be able to get tickets at
the Metapèdia station to travel to anypart Of the Dominion; but that station
was in the hands of an old company.
Bt al the stations were organized,and tickets could be got to go
TerYWhere The hon. member forTlni euatals remaracs were not pro-

rlfinterpreted by the hon. mem-Ca foBonaventure. His intention
'8 uo to blame the Government
f tuch as the defective administrationof the road, for which the Government
olJd flot be held responsible.

Ma, TUPPER said he judged from
the cheers of the gentlemen around
him, when the hon. the member for
Temiscouata (Mr. Pouliot) was speak-
ing, that he was saying something
very bad about the Government. But
he was afraid that both the hon. gentle-
men who had preceded him had not
confined their remarks to the Govern-
ment of the day, but applied them as
well to the past Government. He did
not know what they had stated, and
would not, therefore, endorse any of
their remarks. With reference to the
remarks of the Minister of Justice
he quite agreed with the hon. the
Prime Minister that it would be very
inconvenient to enter into a general
discussion on the management of the
Intercolonial Railway under this
motion. fie would merely notice
the remarks of the Minister of
Justice that there was a legal
remedy in case of complaints. He
wished to draw the attention of
the Government to the fact that this was
entirely illusory. It was impossible
to get any redress in that way. He
would bring before the Hlouse a case
in which cattle had been killed upon the
Intercolonial Railway. A man claimed
fifty dollars for the killing of bis cow;
the fence along the road was down,
the Government had neglected to have
it repaired, owing to the neglect of the
manager of the road, and the cow was
killed. The hon. the Minister of Justice
could hardly expect the owner to
claim redress in the Supreme Court of
this Dominion for fifty dollars. The
general complaint was that no investi-
gation in those cases was ordered.
The complainants wrote a letter to the
General Superintendent, or some
officer who was more easily reached,
perhaps, than he, and received in
return an acknowledgement ot the
letter or something of that kind ; but
no payment was given or investigation
made. He took this opportunity of
suggesting to the Minister of Publie
Works the absolute necessity of finding
some means of satisfying claimants for
these small amounts, for which the
Supreme Court offered no kind of re-
dress-a means by which, when parties
made claims of this kind, they could
have, at ail events, the satisfaction of
feeling that their cases had been fairly
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dealt with, and, if refused payaient,
that the refusal was based on evidence.

MR. MACKENZIE said the subject
of claims for damages which the hon.
member for Cumberland had referred
to was not immediately connected with
the motion. All he could say was that,
instead of no enquiry being made,
there was an enquiry made. Either
Mr. Luttrell,or one of the chief officers,
was directed in such cases to make an
enquiry. In a case, for instance,
which occurred some weeks ago-
perhaps two nonths ago-the party
complaining testified that the fonce
was down, while the trackmaster, who
passed the night before, said the fonce
was up then. It might be alleged
that the trackmaster was interested
in maintaining his own good conduct ;
but in that case ho had direoted
enquiry to be made, either by the
Superintendent or his deputy, person-
ally to ascertain the true state of the
case. Another case where great com-
plaint had been made was the killing
of one or two horses at a crossing in
New Brunswick. They had ascer-
tained, beyond doubt or cavil, that the
train was approaching at a sufficient
distance to warn the gentleman who
had charge ofthe horses of its approach;
the whistle was sounded at the proper
time, but he either was thinking of
something else, or the wind was
against him and prevented him from
hearing the sound, or there was some
other reason, and his horses were
killed. There was no legal liability
of the Government in that case. An-
other case was that of a fire in the
neighbourhood of the line. All the
officers on the train, the conductor,
engineer and fireman, testified posi-
tively that the screen was over the top
of the funnel, and, in 'consequence, it
was impossible that sparks could have
eseapod in such quantity as to have
caused the alleged fire in the neigh-
bouring premises. There was a little
testimony to show that some persons
had seen sparks falling sufficiently
large to cause fire, but, if they had to
pay for every fire alleged to be caused
by sparks from the engine, they would
continually h imposed on. Ris hon.
friend assumed, as a matter of course,
that every fire had been caused by fire
from the railway. He had given

Ma. TuPPER.

strictest orders that, wherever there
was doubt. it should be given in
favour of the plaintiff. But, whore
there was no doubt, some enquiry was
absolutely necessary,if the Government
meant to do anything with the railway.
They nust manage the railway as an
ordinary business concern, and en.
deavour to do what any private com-
pany would consider necessary to do
and no more. The general impression
seemed to be that, whenever accidents
occurred in proximity to the railway,
because it was Government pro-
perty, the Government should suffer
rather than the individual. There wa
no reason in that. If the Government
had doue wrong, had violated the
law, it should pay; if not, it should
not be held liable for damages, any
more than a private company. With
respect to the damages in the coun-
ties of Temiscouata and Rimaouski,
when the present Government came in,
the railroad was about finished in these
counties-in fact it was entirely finish-
ed ; and there was a multitude of
claims for damages. He found that
Mr. Stephenson had acted as valuator
on the road from Miramichi up. ]ie
continued him in that capacity, and
appointed a Mr. Gagnon to act with
him. These two men made their re-
port to the Government, rejecting ai-
most the whole of the claims. Hle
found their report gave a great deal of
dissatisfaction, and, after much trouble
and expense, he found he could do
nothing more than to send the Domin-
ion arbitirators there. The hon,
member for 'Rimouski -was mistaken
whon he said the arbitrators only spoke
English. One of them was a French-
Man.

MR. FISET: I admitted that fat-

Ma. MACKENZIE said he had mis-

understood the hon. gentleman, then.
He thought it desirable to emPlo a
counsel who could speak French W
English indifferently, and who 
there all the time. The arbitrtom
went from place to place, exam"W
the ground, and spent manY Wee
there. Their report, generally spe5à
ing, coincided with that of the previOus
valuators, and a number of the 0Oe
plainants did obtain a small coLue
tion. Quite a number of new cla08 a

Intiercolonial Raülway.
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sprang up which had never before been
adjudicated upon. The complainants
had the privilege of appearing by
counsel, a privilege of which many
availed themselves; in short, every-
thing was done which he, as Minister
of Public Works, could do, to have
these;claims satisfaetorily adjusted. As
to the specific charge that an individual
had lost a portion of a cooking-stove
through negligence of the official, he
had not heard of it until a few days
ago, and had directed an enquiry to be
made into the matter. If the Govern.
ment were responsible for the loss
of a portion of the cooking-stove,
they would pay for it. As to the charge
that no French Canadians were employ-
ed on the road, that was an alleged fact
of which he was not aware. lie believed
that every man who had been
appointed station-master was either of
that nationality, or was one who had
been formerly employed on the road,
and had been retained on the recom-
mendation of those who spoke French
more frequently than English. When
first told of the constant employ-
ment of English-speaklng men on the
Une, coming from a distance, ho made
enquiry in this particular section,
and found that, out of forty-four
men employed, thirty-eight were
French. The foreman of the shopsat Rimouski was a Frenchnan,
and a numnber of the engineers
were Frenchmen. He deemed it verydesirable that no complaint should bemade on that score. Anything hecould do to remove any just cause of
corplaint in a matter like that, heWould do with great earnestness andzeal. It was a fact that, when a rail-
road traversed a country, throughtwoch no railroad ever ran before, ittook ome years before things settledthat but before long it would be foundtha these complaints would ho reason-
of.l fisposed of. To show the nature
char hnof the complaints, they wereChrged heavy danages because bould-
im5 med been removed from proporties
Tlilldiately adjoining the railway.ts Govrnment was not liable for
4t of th, contractors, and he thoughtthat dio any case, considerable benefit
the o to the properties by clearing
pa'ins of boulders. Most of the com-zwere about water-courses.

Some complained that, owing to the
sheds being built so high, the crops
were prevented from ripening. He had
endeavoured to examine personally
into all the complaints, and to give
orders that everything should be done
that was in the power of the Superin
tendent and those under him to do, to
have the course of the railway adminis-
tered so as to afford as slight annoyance
as possible. He felt sure that his lon.
friend behind him (Mr. Pouliot) had
been misled by a number of unreason-
able complaints when he spoke as he
had done. It would be very difficult
for the Government to do more than it
had done.

MR. MASSON asked if the hon. the
Premier would explain about the fires
caused on the farms adjoining the
road, and the fonces which were burnt.
The hon. member for Temiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) had said that the only answer
given in these cases was that the
engines were not arranged so as to stop
fires. He knew the people thought
the Government was wrong on this
question.

Ma. MACKENZIE said there must
ho some mistake in that. No such
answer could have been given. The
hon. gentleman migh t have thouight it
was given, or have been misinformed.

MiR. MITCHELL said he was glad
to have an opportunity to air is
grievances in relation to the Interco-
lonial road.He thought ho was one of the
most long-suffering men in Parliament.
lis hon. friend the Premier had stated
that, in every case that came up, he
had personally ordered an investiga-
tion. No doubt he had. He recollected
an investigatioh whieh had boon held,
and in whieh they refused to pay a
poor man the value of bis cow, forty
dollars; but ho had brought the ques-
tion before the House, and had kept
the House occupied on it until two
o'clock in the morning, when ho finally
obtained compensation for that poor
man, at a cost to the country of a
night's sitting, and of a night's sleep
to the members. He felt deeply inter-
ested in this question, for ho had an
application from another of his con-
stituents who had lost five cattle out of
a herd of ton, run through by the
locomotives in a most flagrant and
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unjust manner. He informed the hon.
gentlemen on the other side of the
House that he intended to take the
same means, if necessary, to have
that man paid for his loss.
The hon. the Prime Minister had said
that, in every case which had occurred,
he had ordered the strictest investiga-
tion to be made. He (Mr. Mitchell)
took the liberty, as a representative, to
ask for the papers in the case of the
five cattle that were killed. Ie
received them this Session, and found
that there were not one-third of the
papers there; he found there were
missing a number of private docu-
ments, affidavits, the testimony of
five or six witnesses examined by onc
of the officers of the Government.

Ma. PALMER: That is nothing,
Ma. MITCHELL said it was a great

deal to him and his constituents. He
could bear out the hon. member for
Temiscouata in his statements, if the
evidence of his (Mr. Mitchell's) consti-
tuents was of any value, with regard
to the arbitrary conduct and the
flagrant violations of the rights of
private citizens, by those engineers-
than whom the Emperor of Russia
was not more despotic. He did not
blame those officers alone; some of
them held office under the late Ad-
ministration, when there was some
check on them; but, under the present
Administration, there was no check on
their conduct. Ris hon. friend the
Premier had stated that in every
case an examination had been held;
but those examinations, from the testi-
mony given him by his constituents,
were conducted with a view to exoner-
ate themselves and free the railway
from any blame in the matter, and let
every poor man whose cattle were
killed, or fences burnt, take the con-
sequences. One of his constituents
had stated to him a case.

An HoN. MEMBER: About a cow?

MR. MITCHELL said yes, about a
cow. He had visited Barnaby River,
an Iirish Catholie constituency, whioh,
ho was proud to say, would give him,
whenever he required it, a majority of
votes. On that occasion two porsons
came to him, one of them a poor
woman whose only cow had been

MR. MITCHELL.

killed on the line, and who gave himi
those papers, and said: " Mr. Mitchell
here are the facts." They had applied
to Mr. Luttrell, who gave, a
answer, the bald statement that
that the Government was not liable,
taking the legai exception that cattle
had no right to run within three miles
of the railway. Could that offence of
trespass on the part of the cattle be
compared to the killing of a cow? If
it took him every night until one or
two o'clock in the morning, he was
bound to get justice done to that poor
woman. The other case was that of
a man named Murphy.

An HoN. MEMBER: Mike?

MR. MITCHELL: No; Tim. Ie
said they had killed his young horse;
the only one he bad, and the principal
means of earning a support for hi%
family. The horse was in apasturage,
the fences were down along the line
for a quarter of a mile, and yet these
gentlemen said the fences were up;
the train was passing, and, scared by
the noise, the horse ran across the
railway, ahead of the locomotive, and
was killed, and they refused to pay.
Whatlwere the trackmasters paid for?
Every few miles several men were
employed by the Government to look
after the condition of the track, and
yet these men, through their neglect,
permitted these accidents to occur. A
poor man's cattle and horse were killed;
judges were sent to examine intO

these matters, and the examinatilon
ended in a refusal to pay. The objec-
tion of the hon. member for Cumber-
land was well taken. He (Mr.
Mitchell) was not present when the
hon. the Minister of Justice gave his
legal opinion as to the remedY tht
ought to be taken. 3ut a poor farner
could not be expected to be able to fe
a lawyer to plead his case. It wogId
cost him a thousand dollars to get tO
the Supreme Court. He would ak
his hon friend the member for Charle
voix (Mr. Langevin) what it cOst hum
to bring his case before the SupreiU8
Co'irt.

Some HoN. MEMIBERS: "er

hear.
MR. METCHEL[L said he wolI"-

the hon. the Minister of Justiceello'

Intercolonial Railway,
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it cost him to defend bis case when bis
election was contested ? Did they
propose the same judicial remedy in
the case of the loss of a five-year old
horse of the value of one hundred
dollars or thereabouts? No; but
they left Mr. Luttrell or Mr. Bruce
or some of their employés, to deal with
the case as they thought fit. There
was another case which came up last
year, and he held an hon. member
opposite responsible for what had been
done in that case.

Several ioN. MEMBERS: Name.

Mi. MITCHELL said he would not
name the bon. member, as he would
probably rise to answer him on the
subject. The bon. member had pledged
his word that compensation would be
made for the cattle killed in the case
referred to.

MR. CARTWR1GIT: What I said
was that it would be very cheap for
the Dominion to pay for the cattle,
compared with the alternative sug-
gested by the hon. member.

MR. MITCHELL said he thought so
too. What the hon the Minister of
Finance bad said was this: He (Mr.
Mitchell) had, a couple of evenings
after he had obtained payment for the
Cow, crossed to speak to Mr. Brydges,Of whom he must say, although ho did
not care very much for him personally,that he had managed the road pretty
well. He had crossed over to Mr.Brydges shortly before the Speakertook the Chair, and was conversing
with him about the merits of the case.The hon. the Finance Minister enquiredwhat it was that he (Mr. Mitchell)
wanted. To which he answered, thatle wanted payrnent to be made for
theca:tle which had been killed, andthat, if this was not looked into, hewould bavet nlt
debate ave to flict another night's
Finance the Hlouse. The hon. the
have it inistera then said he would
been d, and payment had not yet

wil.CAiRTWRIGHT: No doubt it

the MITCHELL said the facts of
rspectab re that a poor but very
fiiles foem tnan, who lived about two

of cattle station, had lot bis herd, about eleven or twelve cows,

out to water. The railway passed
close to bis farm. The gates of the
farm had remained open all winter;
the trackmen hîýd seen them open and
had made no protest. These cattle had
strayed out towards the railway,and had
got on the track. The locomotive
had started from the Miramichi
station on a perfectly straight road,
with a very slight down grade;
they started from that terminus;
they blew the whistle; they saw the
cattle on the line, and they did not
slacken their speed, but they went
right through those cattle and killed,
at a blow, four cows. The Government
ought not to employ engineers and
conductors who would permit suoh a
state of things to exist. It was not
because a man was on the track that he
was to be run over and killed. It was
the duty of the conductor to stop the
train and save life. Cattle might be
constantly on the road, and it might
ho partially due to the neglect of the
farmers, but conductors should not
consider themselves thereby justified
in running the train through them.
Those officials should be taught that
they could not legally or wilfully run
through herds of cattle and destroy
them, and the Government must be
taught that they were responsible to
the people who had lost those cattle.
Mr. Luttrell, when complaint was
made, simply wrote off that the Gov-
ernment was not responsible, on ac-
count of some legal quibble. The poor
people were suffering throughout the
country; dozens of cases of that kind
took place. He was glad the hon.
member for Temiscouata had brought
this question up as it gave him an
opportunity to place the gravity of the
case before the House. With regard
to the general management of the In-
tercolonial Road, he would not, to-day
take up the time of this House in rela-
tion to it.

An HioN. MEMBER: Hear, hear.

MR. MITCHELL: Do I understand
the hon. member for Montreal Centre
to say "hear, hear"?

Ma. DEVLIN: The hon. member
is mistaken. I did not say, "Hear,
hear." I was not giving any attention
to the hon. member's remarks.
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Ma. MITCHELL said he was very
glad in both cases. It made very little
difference to him whether the hon.
member fbr Montreal Centre regarded
his remarks or not. And it made very
little difference to the country whether
the hon. gentleman gave any attention
to the subject or not. le would not
take up the time of this House in dis.
cussing the question of the Interco-
lonial road. When the occasion
presented itself, he would endeavour to

y before the House and the country
some evidence in relation to the mis-
management by officials on this road.

Ma. PALMER said he differed from
the hon. the Minister of Justice in
regard to the law he had laid down.

Ma. LAFLAMME sai1 that com-
plaint had been made in regard to land
damages, and he had stated that, if the
parties were mot satisfied with the
decision of the Government, they had
a remedy by applyingto the Exchequer
Court.

Ma. PALMER said the statement of
the hon. Minister was calculated to
mislead. With respect to all those
subjects, with the single exception of
land taken posse.5sion of by the Govern-
ment, the law afforded no remedy.
Any person havirg cattle killed on the
railway had no legal remedy against
the Crown. When the preserit Aet was
before the House, ho (Mr. Palmer)
coriplained to the then Minister of
Justice, and desired a different provision
to be inserted. In cases involving land,
application could be made to the Crown
to recover possession by petition of
right; but no person could enter a
Court and complain that- the Queen
had done wrong. Ie referred to this
point because, in New Brunswick, there
had been several cases arising ont of
injuries received on the Government
railways. A lady had an ear taken
off through the clear fault of a con-
ductor on the railway. Complaint was
made 1o the Government, but no notice
was taken of the application. The
case went before a jury and a verdict
was rendered for $1,000. An appedl
had been taken on the ground that no
remedy lay against the employés of
that road. Another case was that in
which a fishery officer seized a boat in
utIer defiance of the law. The fisher-

Ma. DiavLiN.

man obtained damages amounting t,$900, the remedy being sought from
the officer. That case was also to
fought ont, on the advice of thehon. the Mieister of Justice, bythe Government denying the liabili?while admitting that a wrong bad beu
committed. In such cases much
depended on the party into whoe
hands the claim fell. If the officer
was frieudly, the person got a remedy;
if unfriendly, no remedy was given,
and on investigation it had sometimes
been found that the representations
made by the officers were false in fact,
He submitted to the House whether it
was not desirable that some cheaper
mode of dealing with those claims
against the Government should be
adopted, such as by local tribunals, and
thus do away with officialism. He
hoped the Minister of Justice would
be able to submit to the House during
the present Session some measure to
remedy what was now a public wrong.

Mit. THOMSON (Welland) said
he would feel disposed to look with
suspicion upon any claim not supported
by officers of the railway, brought
before Parliament. It could not be
possible that officers of the railway
who were sufficiently intelligent to fill
their position should be so utterly
stupid and unreasonable as not to settle
damages, if the people had legitimate
claims, when they were brought Up,
Cattle had no business on a railWay
track, and had a right to b killd.
If every train was to be stopped for
every cow that got on the track,
would never arrive at its destination
All an engineer was obliged to do,
when cattle were on the track, was to
blow the whistle and enîdeavOur tO
frighten 'them away, and if he saw "0
danger he was justified in driving
among them. With regard to the
cattle story told by the hon. Mnber
for Northumberland, it w&s evident
the poor man had appealed to the ho.
member's sympathies. A Geohe
Stephenson said, " It would nptburt
the train, but it would eO
awkward for the COw' he
occasion the company with which ho
was connected killed seven hcheS
cattle, three being thrown ol ea d
and one in front, and was not cM11nPpj
to pay for them. If cattle were

Intercoloial Railway.
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while crossing the railway track while

passing along a publie road, the con-

pary was not liable, because the driver
of the cattle should not have allowed
them to be on the track at that time.
No such claim could be brought against
a railway company, and certainly not
against the Government.

M.R. DOMVILLE said the question
of killing cattle, which had been made
a ludicrous subject, was an impor-
tant one to the poor people whose
cows were killed. It was very easy
to declare that the people had a
remedy; but he desired that they
should be recompensed for the loss
they had sustained. Some cattle were
killed the other day at Rothsay. An
application to the Government officials
br'ought an answer from Mr. Brydges
to this effect: "I beg to say that if
your cattle had not been out of your
barn they would not have been
killed." No recompense could be
made to poor people. Ministers
travelled through t e country stating
that the country was going to grass.
They eut down the expenditure for
gas in the publie offices and prohibited
a clerk frorn warming his tea in order
that 20e. might be saved; but when a
riw was kihled on the Goyernment
recoay the owner could not be
recornl)ensed owing to a technical
difficultY. If a judicious course hadbeen fllowe by the managingdirecto, Since he had been in chargeof the Intercolonial and an effort hadbeen ade to meet the requirementsOf the people, the present feeling,whi.,h was one of detestatien, flot
against the Government only, butte administration of the railway,
whold flot have prevailed along thewhoie ine If the Goverument knew
tion witht transpirmg in connec-
fu bmit the road they would not

t. The hne was managedby a genenu who resided in Mont-aeal and irew a salary of $8,000 per
hima ' en people applied to
regrete rec ied the answer, "
cannot pa ,or cattle, but we
nae ma didYOu... In private life, if

was liable to dan jr to another, heo
sd9ostamages. If a locomotiveown in a barn and barnt it

Made for daylight, and an appeal wasdarnages, the parties wôuld

receive an answer to the effect that,
under the law, the Government was
not called upon to pay the damage,
provided there was a certain kind of
screen on the top of the funnel. It was
not just that Government railway
engineR should burn down private pro-
perty in broad daylight and screen
themselves behind the ples that the
engine funnel was properly protected
and call an employé to declare that
he put on the screen that day. While
it was proper that the Government
should not allow themselves to be im-
posed upon, nevertheless, when a sound
and honest claim was preferred, it
should be investigated. Cases brought
to the attention of the Government did
not however, receive proper cognizance.

Ma. M&oDONNELL said ho dissented
from the -view of the law as laid down
by the hon. member for St. John (Mr.
Palmer). It was new law that the
owner of cattle was justified in per-
mitting his cattle to stray upon other
persons' lands. Under British law,
the owner must take proper care of
them and not permit them even to
stray on the highway. While they
might pass over the highway, if they
remained an undue time, they were
trespassers. He did not hold that it
was justifiable to kill cattle which were
trespassing, but, if they were trespas-
sing on the highway, and the railway
owned by the Government was a
highway in that coeanection, the owner
of the highway had a right to use it,
and, if the cattle were killed, they
were not liable to pay compensation.

Ma. PLUMB said it was a curious
circumstance that the Government
shouid declare that Government rail-
ways were, to a certain extent, beyond
the law by which the people were
afforded redress from ordinary corpora-
tions in case of property being des-
troyed by fire or cattle killed. Fre-
queîntly the farming community had
suffered from railways having been
run through their lands, and had been
subjected to annoyances therefrom.
Public offleers were not always ready
to listen to complaints, but they should
show consideration to persons submit-
ting claims, while they should require
rigid proof before recommending the
payment of damages. A poor uian
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iving on the line of the Intercolonial
could not prosecute a claim against
the Government. Such cases should
be met in a spirit of fairness, rather
than one of strict justice. The Gov-
ernment had established a great sys-
tem of railways throughout the
country, and would constantly be sub-
jected to claims for damages, and it
should be understood that the people
through whose lands the lines run,
would be treated with kindness, be-
cause the safety of the passengers
depended very much on the spirit in
which the law was administered by
the superintendents and other officials
into whose hands the management of
the railways was entrusted. Cases had
occurred in which the parties aggriev-
ed had taken the law into their own
hands, and it was very bad policy
on the part of the Government
to attempt to stand rigidly upon
their rights, when, perhaps, a little
yielding would save great trouble and
annoyance, not only to the people in
the neighbourhood, but also to the pas-
sengers travelling over the roads,

MB. POPE (Compton) said thatmany
farmers would find the finest market in
the world if the Government would pay
them for all cattle killed on their rail-
ways. While the Government should
be just to such -parties, their duty to
the people required them to guard that
nothing more than justice was done,
and, if the Government were not liable
for damages, they should not pay them.
Re therefore objected to the liberality
which some hon. members were dis-
posed to show when dealing with those
cases. All the Government had to do,
after ascertaining their liability, was to
to pay a fair and reasonable, but not
liberal, sum.

Ma. CAMERON said that, under the
common law of Great Britain, to which
the hon. member for Inverness (Mr.
MacDonnell) appeaIed, cattle had a per-
fect right to pass along a highway. No
doubt the Government desired to do
what was right in the administration
of the Intercolonial Railway, and the
subject under discussion was unworthy
of occupying so much of the time of
the iouse.

Motion agreed to.
Ma. PLUM3.

THE INTERCOLONIAL RALWAy.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

M«. ]ROSS (West Middlesex) moved
for a statement of the number of mlle@
of the Intercolonial operated on let
July, 1873, and the cost of oper.
ating the same ; also a similar state.
ment for the years beginning lst Jnily
1874, 1875, 1876, 1877.

Motion agreed to.

THE LACHINE CANAL.

MOTION FOR CORREsPONDENCE AND CONTRACTS

MR. CARON moved for copies of
all complaints made against any in-
spector or other officer of Sections 6,
7 and 11 of the Lachine Canal, with
copies of all correspondence between
the Department of Public Works or
any of the officers thereof with any
person in relation to such complaints;
also copies of contracts entered into
for the enlargement of Sections 6, 7
and 11 of the Lachine Canal, with the
specifications accompanying such con-
tracts, and the Engineer's estimates
upon which payments have been made
in respect of such contracts.

Ma. MACKENZIE: The estimates
for payment I am quite willing to give,
but the estimates of the engineer in
preparing his specifications are always
confidential; I cannot give them.

Ma. CARON said that, after the
statement of the hon. the Premier,
he would withdraw that part Ofhis
motion.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

VISIT OF THE GOVERNOR-GEENLTO
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

MOTION PO DTIns OP rXpNSES.

Ma. MITCHELL moved for a re
turn in detail of the expenditri
incurred from the Treasury of Can8à
for the expenses of the journey of ID
Excellency the Governor.GOneral
suite to British Columbia and bac
the year 1876; also the expfles of
his tour to Manitoba and the North.
West in the year 1877.

Ma. MACKENZIE: I musut "
to the motion. I think there are bie
cient details given in the hon-
Accounts, unleSs, indeed, the

(COMMONS.] Business.
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member takes upon himself to assume
that, as a matter of course, these ac-
counts have been made out unfaith-
fuly, and that His Excellency and
those immediately attending him
bere have deliberately falsified the
Public Accounts. I think it is
disrespectful to His Excellency to
make it. It is the first time I have
ever known such a motion being made,
and I think it is an ill return for the
services of His Excellency during the
period he bas represented this country.
The motion appears as though the hon.
member would imply something wrong
on thie part of the Governor-General,
and is in its very essence almost an in-
ault to the very person to whom we
are so greatly indebted. If the hon.
member for Northumberland does
not withdraw his motion, I must ask
hon. gentlemen to vote it down.

MR. MITCHELL said he looked
upon the remarks of the hon. the Pre-
mier as very discourteous to the hon.
members of this House. He moved
tUs motion, not out of disrespect to
His Excellency, not because there was
anything wrong in the accounts ; the
latter was the hon. the Premier's sug-
gestion, and the cap seemed to fit very
well. He had made no charge, and
did not imply any charge against the
correctness of the Public Accounts, and
he had no intention of being guilty of
disrespect to the head of the Govern-
ment of this country ; but, as an in-
dependent mermber of this House, he
had the right to ask information as toevery account and every subject in
connlection with the Treasury of the
country, when they found that thetaxes, the money that was taken from
t eekets of the people, were enor-fliOsly increased, and that the expen-
ducre Of public money had also

ofron.usly increased during the
found ew years. And, when theyfound, too, that the expenses con-
mented With the head of the Govern-
tment had largely increased, and that
mOney Was taken out of the Treasury to'set this that was neded for other pur-
theheat came with a bad grace from
himn as Government to challenge

as Ia representative of the people,
this i' ght to an explanation of
he ask reased expenditure. Becausek6d for iformation that the peo-

p le had a right to get, the hon. the
Premier attempted to impute other
motives to him. lie had been asked,
outside this Hlouse, what those jour-
neys cost, and, when he had heard it
remarked that they had cost the coun-
try a great deal larger sums than ap-
peared in the accounts, he thought it
right to ask the question in this House.
Let the hon. Premier divide the House
upon his motion if he dared. If he
stood alone he should be able to go
back to the country and tell the people
the reason wby the hon. the Premier
had chosen to object to a motion he
had a perfect right, as a representative
of the people, to make. He publicly
disclaimed any idea of disrespect to
His Excellency, in the motion. He had
the highest respect for the Governor-
General and recognised the service he
had done to the country. The eloquent
language in which he had spoken of
the resources of this country would go
forth to the world and be of great
benefit to Canada. Yet, his motion had
been repudiated and i t had been stated
that he had personal motives in bring-
ing it forward. He had taken this
course, purely from a sense of duty,
because he believed it was due to His
Excellency that the misrepresentations
about his journeys should be put right;
and, that, if more money was spent in
that than appeared in the Publie Ac-
counts, the people ought to know it. He
had heard statements made abroad not
creditable to the hon. the Premier nor
to those connected with him, but he had
never believed them. He knew, how-
ever, that gentlemen on the other side
dare not put such a motion on the
paper, because it would be held to be
discourteous; therefore, he, an inde-
pendent member, had taken that
course.

Ma. DOMVILLE: You are indepen-
dent ?

Ma. MITCHELL said he was inde-
pendent, and it would be better if
there were more independent mem-
bers in the House. He had asked the
hon. member for King's (Mr. Domville)
to second the motion, but he ha
declined, and the hon. gentlemen on
the Treasury benches had declined to
allow it to pass. They said it was an
insult to the head of the country; he
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denied this. He repeated that it was
conceived without the least motive
such as the hon. the Preiier had
chosen to impute to him, and he
trusted the House would not deny the
people the only means they had of
obtaining information to which they
were in every way entitled. The mo-
tion merely asked for certain details
with regard to an item in the Public
Accounts, and the hon. the Premier
said sufficient details wvould be found
in the Public Accounts. He might
make that objection to three-fourths of
the motions that came before the
House, and yet such a ground never
was taken by the hon. gentleman. He
(Mr. Mitchell) was not prepared to say
that more money had been expended
upon these journeys than appeared
in the public accounts; 700 pages
of figures was too much to wade
through fbr people who were not
accustomed to it. He wanted an author-
itative statement from this House
so that he might put it befbre the
country next summer whether they
had spent thousands and thousands of
dollars for the purpose of advertising
the country. If lie were to state that
a quarter of a million of dollars had
been expended in connection with
Rideau Hall out of the Treasury, it
would startle the country, and if it was
not true he wished a statement to that
effect to be put before the House. If it
was true, it was discreditable to the
country. He held in his hand a reso-
lution, moved by the hon. the member
for Chateauguay, and seconded by the
hon. the Premier, declaring that the
salary of the Governor-General ought
not to be so large, and asking for it to be
cut down from $50,000 to 835,000 per
annum. In 1868, when they
were fixing the Governor-General's
salary-

MA. HOLTON: No; you were not
fixing it.

MR. MITTCHELL: No. it was fix-
ed the year before.

MR. RLOLTON: It was fixed by
you under the Union Act.

MR. MITCHELL said it was fixed
hy them under the Union Act at
£10,000 sterling, and the hon. member
for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton) voted
for its reduction in the following year.

MR. MITCHELL.

It was moved by Mr. Holton and
seconded by Mr. Mackenzie, that the
salary of the Governor-General be re.
duced to $35,000 per annum. They
lad moved that resolution, and yet the
hon. the Premier said he (Mr. Iit-
chell) desired to insult the distinguish.
ed head of the country, because, for-
sooth, he wished to remove an impres.
sion which prevailed throughout
the country with regard to this
expenditure. He had been asked:
" Is it possible that, while this enor.
mous expenditure is going on, you sit
there, and, knowing these things are
done, yet dare not ask a question with
regard to them ?" He had asked the
question and the hon. the Premier had
told him that this act was an insult to
the Governor-General. His motives
were not to dispute the great service
which the Governor-General had ren.
dered to this country; he believed
that all his relations with the country
had been of the most friendly, social
and hospitable kind, that in the dis-
charge of lis duties he ad been of
great service -to Canada and well
deserved the thanks of her people. It
was not in regard to His Excellency
that he made this motion, but in regard
to the perpetuation of an expenditure
which would be established as a pre-
cedent when the next Governor came.
He had heard various rumours about
certain nobility in connection with the
future government of this countrY
when our present respected Goverlor
left us, and he would repeat again that
His Excellency had well earned the
money that had been spent in COnnec-
tion with his high office, but ho did not
desire to have an extravagant system
established for those Governors-General
who perhaps would not earl it.
recognized the great services, the great
ability, and the liberal expenditure of
his own means, he was told, of the
present Governor-General, and w1h
entirely to disclaim anything AI,

rsonal character in his motion-
e wished to do was t put a o

to this extravagant expenditure, wh
this country, especially in the pres
depressed state of trade, could ]ot
afford. It was the duty of the reper®
tatives of the people to put a
the enormous expenditure of ru.
money that was going on, and lot him
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tell those gentlemen who looked upon
this independent motion of an inde-

pendent menber as an insult, that,
though,inl 18S,they considered $35.C00
waS quite suflicient to cover the
salarv and everything connected with
the Governor-General, they now
seened to think $50,000 or $60,000
too little. fie did not desire to give
figures. fHe moved his resolution in
silence, and had hoped that the hon. the
Premier would let it go for what it was
worth. But the hon. gentleman had
chosen to take another course, and ho
was welcoine to do so. He (Mr. Mit-
chell) felt that he had only done his
duty to the country and his constitu-
ents in bringing forward this motion.

MR. TUPPER said he regretted ex-
eeedingly that this motion should have
been made, and considered it undesira-
ble that such a matter should be
discussed in this House, but no person
could, for a single moment, question
the strict right and propriety of any
hon. member of this Ilouse making
such a motion as the one under con-
sideration. He might say that he had
also expressed his regret to his hon.
frieni (Jr. Mitchell) who had placed
the notice on the paper, and had hoped
that it would have answered his pur-
pose not to press his notice to a mo-
tion. But the motion had been made
and nlo hon. member on either side
could question the strict right and pro-
priety of the hon. member for North-
umberland in brmnging it before the
iouse, if he found it necessary, in the

dischargc of his duty and in
she public interest, to do so. He
(r41. Tupper) regretted very much
that the motion had beenMade, but he regretted still more that
the hon. the First Minister had-he
hoped simply in the first blush of themoment-felt it his duty to resist it.
note trusted the hon, gentleman would
thf perist dividing the House upon
ta motion. He did not see how it

aS Possible for the First Minister of theCrown and the leader of this Parlia-thent to take the ground publicly before
theutry that the Government would
iefuse to permit a motion to pass for

ove igating the expenditure of publie
m'ight bo'Wever low or high the party

e t) whom this expenditure
e said simply it was a

course the hon. gentleman could not
defend in this House, and which he
could not defend before the people of
this country. He (Mir. Tupper) regret-
ted that the motion had been made,
because he felt, in comm on, he bel ieved,
with every member of this House and
the great majority of the people, he
might almost say the whole, that Can-
ada owed a great debt of obligation to
the present Governor-General. Under
Lord Dufferin, Canada had enjoyed the
privilege of having a Governor more
eminently Canadian in his sentiments
than perhaps anyone who had filled
that high and distinguished office before.
He was eminently Canadian, and be-
lieved most thoroughly in the future of
this great country. He (Mr. Tupper)
believed that the information His
Excellency had obtained, and the expen-
diture in connection with his making
himself, as he had made himself, at
great personal inconvenience, familiar
with every section of the country and
its resources, and the great and won-
derful ability he had exhibited in
laying before the people, not of
Canada alone, but of the world, the
position this country enjoyed, its
great resources and the great
advantages it possessed, would be of
incalculable value to Canada, and it
was upon that ground mainly that he
regretted the motion had been made.
He could not defend it here or else-
where, but, while ho was perfectly
prepared to defend the Government in
the expenditure they had made with
regard to His Excellency's journey in
the North-West, he could not suppor .
the proposition to vote down the
motion. He trusted the hon. the First
Minister would feel that he would best
discharge the duties of Parliament, and
of the bigh office lie occupied, if ho did
not call for a division upon the
question. It was certainly within the
province of every member of this
Parliament, and of every member of a
British Parliament in any part of the
world, to bring forward such a motion;
and for the hon.. the Premier to follow
the oourse he had proposed, would be
to lay down a most fatal precedent
with regard to the rights and liberties
of the people.

Ma. HOLTON said he quite agreed
with the hon. member for Cumberland
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(Mr. Tupper) that no Govern ment had
a right to withhold information from
the people as to any expenditure
public money, but he (Mr. Holton)
understood the hon. the First Minister
to say that all the information that
could be given in reply to this motion
was to be found in the Publie Accounts.
and he understood the hon. member
for iNorthumberland (Mr. Mitchell) to
say that he could himself give the
House the figures referred to if those
figures were called for. This establish-
ed the fact stated by his hion. friend
the First Minister.

MR. MITCHELL: That was not
what I said.

MR. HOLTON: I cannot be inter-
rupted. I only wish to point out
briefly that, by the bon. member for
Northumberland's own showing, the
House is already in possession of the
information sougiit by the motion.

MR. MASSON: He did not say so;
let him explain it.

Mn. IJOLTON: No; while I am
on my leet I wish to state--

Ma. MITCHELL: Then you are
misrepresenting what I said.

MR. HOLTON: The hon. gentleman
said he could give the figures if ho
desired.

Mn. MITCHELL: I said that I could
give the figures from the Publie
Accounts, but not the figures that I
wished to obtain; and that rumour
says the expenditure much exceeded
the figures in the Accounts.

Ma. HOLTON said tbat the Public
Accounts showed the expenditure for
this particular service. For that ex-
penditure, the Ministry of the day was
responsible to Parliament, and, if
details were sought as to the personal
expenditure of the Governor-General
and his family in regard to these jour-
neys through the country, there was
no doubt that those who asked for
these details were casting suspicions
on the good faith of that high function-
ary himself.

Ma. MITCHELL: Not at all.
MR. HOLTON said he could not

but feel that a motion of this kind,
made atthe present moment, whe-tbat
distinguished nobleman, whom they

MR. HoLTON.

all admired so much and recognized ashaving discharged his high functions
with signal ability and impartiality
was on the point of leaving us, was i
sort of Parthian arrow which ought
not to be shot at him by this Hlouse
The acceptance of this motion would
be to attack His Excellency the Gov.
ernor General, as it were, in the rear.

MR. MITCHELL: It is attackin,
hirn in front, in my opinion.

Ma. HOLTON said that, when His
Excellency was on the point of leaving
this country, it coulId not but be un.
grateful to His Excellency's feelings-
and it was besides, he thought, un-
generous-for the louse to pass
such a motion. If a motion of
this kind, impugning the good faith
or in any way attacking this distin-
guished functionary had been made
earlier in his term of office, when he
could make aid unmake Ministers,
there would have been some courage in
taking that course ; but to do this now,
when lie had officially announced to
them his early.departure from the coun-
try, was, he (Mr. Holton) might say,
an evidence of something he could lot
characterize as courage. He would not
characterize it in any positive way, but
simply in a negative inanner, and say
that it did not come up to his standard
of political courage or civic courage.
For his part, le was very glad that the
hon. the First Minister had taken the
stand he had with regard to this
motion. It was a motion which was
not fit to be made; under all the cir-
cumstances of time and place, this was
a motion which was not fit to be made;
it sought for information already in
possession of the House; a full explan'
ation of these items could not be given
and, therefore, he hoped that the H{Ol'ý
by an overwhelming majority, Would

reject it. blc
An HoN. MEMBER : It is a p"

question.
Ma. HOLTON said he was rat

surprised, he confessed, to hea the
lon. member for Cumberland intimate
his purpose of voting fe1 that the
lution. le did hope t .
House, by an almost unami ote
would pronounce against the
which he would not character t1r
deserved, but which, hù feit Ve'
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strongly, was an improper~ attempt to

cast opprobrium upon a distinguished
nobleman who had served them so
well and faithfully and who was on
the point of returning to England and
surrendering his high mission to the
Gracions Sovereign from whom he
had received it.

MR. MASSON said there was nothing
in the expressions made use of by

. bon. friend (Mir. Mitchell) in mov-
.ug this motion which called for a pro-
test against them on the part of the
louse; if such had been the case, he
would have been one of the first to
vote against the motion. But nothing
of the kind existed. In fact, his hon.
frieud had said nothing at all that
called for any remark, in making his
motion ; and he quite agreed with lis
hon. friend on his right (Mr, Tupper)
that it was very unfortunate that the
hon. the First Minister should have
taken the position he had on this sub-
ject. le also agreed with bis hon.
friend from Cumberland in saying he
would have preferred the motion not to
have been made, but neither he nor they
could afford to go to the country and
say that, although this was a question
with reference to which they had a
strict right to make enquiry, they had
refused it when bis hon friend (Mr.
Mitchell) said that the Public Accounts
did not supply all necessary in-
formation regarding this matter.
Ie w'as informed that when His Royal
liighness the Prince of Wales made
hi' recent trip to India, a detailed and
complete statement of all lis expendi-
ture 'was given to the Parliament ofEngland, and the First Minister there
was, he (-Mr. Masson) begged to say, as
oyal as the First Minister here. Hedid not suppose that we were going to

More loyal than they were in Eng-
tatc. lor his part, he must say this;
at as a publie man in this country,

and, muoreover, as a French-Canadianthete was no Ian and no Governor,
leavt from Lord Elgin, who wouldlave ti
mlore country in possession of
res ypathy, more good-will, more
t re love, or more esteem one Part of the French-Canadians than
obselved Lod Dufferin. They had

elnyhd the tour which His Excel-
their hi ecently made through all

3i tutions; and they wero

proud of the position that His Excel-
lency had taken in this connection and
the way in which His Excellency had
received their tokeas of esteem and
respect; but here, in this House, they
were bound to do their duty. If the
thing was to be done over again, he
might advise lis hon.friend not to bring
forward this motion, but it was there
before them. An hon. member on lis
own responsibility had asked for a
return, and the hon. the First
Minister would have better con-
sulted, in bis humble opinion, lis
duty towards Parliament, had
he (Mr. Mackenzie) allowed .this
motion to pass without any comments,
and not obliged hon. members sitting
on that side of the House to vote
against the opinion the hon, gentleman
had given them. He would support
the motion of lis hon. friend, and he
hoped it would be carried. He trusted
that they would receive the estinate
concerning the expenditure in ques-
tion, not that he had any doubt as to
its correctness, but because he did not
wish the precedent to be established
that the Parliament of Canada did not
possess the same rights as did the Im-
perial Parliament, when it enquired
into every detail of administration,
whether it related to the Crown or not.
It was well known that, in England,
the most searching enquiry had been
made into the expenditure of the Roy-
al Household of Her Gracious Majesty
the Queen herself. A strict inveetiga-
tion had been made into the expendi-
ture of the Prince of Wales on bis
trip to India, and he therefore said that
the bon. gentleman (Mr. lolton) had
donc what Talleyrand said a statesman
should not do-he had shown trop
de zêle, in the present circumstances.

MR. W RIGHT (Pontiac), said le
could only reiterate almost literatim, if
it were possible, the remarks that had
fallen from his hon. friend the mem-
ber for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson). [He
considered that the hon. member for
Northumberland had only asked in this
motion for what the people of Cana-
da should be informed about-as to
details ; and, although he was not
personally conversant with the
matter, he accepted the statement
of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mitchell)
that these details had not been entered
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into and submitted to the House, as they
should have been. The hon. members
sitting on that side of the House would
not yield to the hon. the First Minister
in regard to their loyalty to the Sov-
ereign, or in their appreciation of the
great and good work that had been
done by Ris Excellency the Governor-
General, in advancing the interests
of this country. But, at the same
time, if an hon. gentleman rose and
asked for information which should
be in the possession of the House,
and which he had a right to have, the
hon. the First Minister should come
down and say: Certainly, this informa-
tion shall be furnished in its entirety.
For his part, no matter what ex-
penses were incurred by the country
in inducing His Excellency and Lady
Dufferin to visit the different portions
of the country, he thought the money
had been well spent; and that, even if
Ris Excellency expenses had exceed-
ed one-half of the appropriation paid in
connection with the Immigration sys-
tem, he had proved to be the cheapest
immigration agent that the people
of the Dominion of Canada had
ever had. He asserted, in common
with his hon. friend the member for
Terrebonne, that, if an hon. member
and a private member of the House
rose in his place and asked for infor-
mation as to the expenditure of any
part of the public.money, it should be
granted to him.

Ma. MACKENZIE said he under-
stood the hon. member for Cumberland
to take it for granted that the hon.
member for Northumberland had
stated that this did not comprise all
the expenditure.

Ma. TUPPER: Decidedly.
Ma. MACKENZIE said if it did

not, whatever additional expenditure
there was, they were quite willing to
give in the same way that this was
given; but what the hon. gentleman
asked for was the details of this expen-
diture,'and this he could not consent to.

Ma. MITCHELL: Allow me to ex-
plain what I do mean.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Certainly.
Ma. MITCHELL said he did not

wish to put the hon. the First Minister
or himself in a false position. He did

Ma. WRoHT.

not want to obtain the expenditure in
detail as- to every twopence hal.
penny, but the general items such as
any gentleman would put in his bill
and the total, showing what the expen.
diture was. Ris hon. friend (Mr.
Mackenzie) had stated that ail this
information was contained in the Pub-
lic Accounts; but he would call the
hon, gentleman's attention to the fact
that it was impossible that the expen.
diture in connection with the Mani-
toba trip should be there, because the
Public Accounts for that portion of the
year were not as yet issued. He
desired to obtain information regarding
this expenditure, and he was quite
willing to accept the proposition of
the hon. the First Minister. He did
not wish to aggravate or continue the
debate. ie had thought he would have,
in self-defence, to read extracts from
speeches delivered in 1873, but he did
not desire to do so. He did not wish
to prolong the discussion, which was
unpleasant both to himself and hon.
gentlemen opposite; and, he, therefore,
accepted the -explanation of his hon.
friend. What he wanted to get was
the gross cost of the two trips and the
general details.

Ma. TUPPER said he was quite cer-
tain a feeling of great relief would be
created by the proposal of the hon. the
First Minister to supplement anything
that was not contained in the Publie
Accounts.

MR. MACKENZIE said he could
not à1low the motion to pass as i
stood ; it called for details.

Ma. MITCHELL: Then I will go
ahead.

MB. MACKENZIE said $2,300 were
charged for supplies, and the details
were asked for ; and, by this very faci,
doubt was expressed as to this arioanflI
having been actually paid.

Ma. MITCHELL: I positiVely dis
claim any doubt as to the correts
of the accounts.

Ma. MACKENZIE said that to P
a motion of this sort
naturally and inevitably IW W
the conclusion that something 6
picious was attached to thi s
ment of $17,624. Iewas qiitOW1 g
to bring down a Statement of
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Manitoba expenditure in the same

eeneral way in which this vas done;
but he c- uld not humiliate himself or

the personage alluded to by asking for
details of every item that had been
paid in coniection with these accounts.
The statemfent for the British Columbia
expendituire was very full, and he
would bring down a similar one for
the Manit(ba expenditure.

MR. MITCHELL : To show how
unifirly you have been charging me,
I arn willing to meet the hon. gentle-
man half-way, and strike out the words

in detail."
MR. IOLTON: The House should

accept the undertaking of the hon. the
First Minister to bring down a supple-
mentary statement and the hon.
member for Northumberland should
withdraw his motion.

3h. MITCHELL: I will do notking
of the kind, Mr. Speaker.

MR. TUPPER said that every day
motions were made concerning which
it was stated that certain portions were
alread v submitted, and yet the motions
wer'e aliowed to pass. Whatever wa
not already before the bouse could be
supplemented, and his hon. friend (Mr.
Mitchell) would strike out the words
"in detail," the only ones to which the
hon. the Premier took exception.

MR. MACKENZIE: Oh, no.
MR. TTUPPER: Thon tl.e informa-

thon already before the House will be
iPPleUented.

Ma. MACKENZIE: Why ask for
nformation already before the House?I it was simply a motion for the
expenditure made on the Manitoba
trp, that would ho a different thing;
but il asks for what is already beforethe louse, unless the details aredemanded. It is all here.

e . -ITCHELL: The Manitoba
n tui es not there; and it is quiteol that some of the BritishClsmbia expenditure is not there. If
os bring it down in a return and8aly aýo.

P ACK-ENZIE: It is not
i t is all bore.

poken 'RIGHT (Pontiac) said he had
whole Oth the assumption that the

of the accounts were not there.

He was quite willing to endorse the
position of the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Mitchell) in so far as to say that the
House and the country had a right to
be informed of, and have, the whole
expenditure.

Ma. LANGEVIN said, from what
had been said, he thought the
motion could ho so framed as to meet
the different views expressed without
asking for the details of the accounts
that were now in the Public Accounts ;
but they should have a statenient as
to any additional expenditure that had
been made since the lst of July last.

Ma. MACKENZIE said the motion
read: "for a return in detail," etc
and then followed as more addenda-
" Also the expenses of his tour to
Manitoba and the North-West, in the
year 1877."

Ma. MITCHELL: Mere addenda?
This forms part of the motion, and
the hon. gentleman insults me by
drawing such an inference.

Ma. MASSON said ho thought the
hon. the Premier would see that he
was stretching his position rather
strongly. It very often happened
that papers were asked for and the
answer was: " You will find such and
such a paper among papers that have
been brought down." There would be
no harm in bringing down again
the British Columbia expenditure.

MR. MACKENZIE: Of course there
would be.

Mi. MASSON said if the hon. gen-
tleman wished to gain a point because
ho desired it, ho (Mr. Mackenziè)
might do so ; but, if the hon. gentle-
man wished to meet the House, as ho
(Mr. Masson) considered the hon.
gentleman was in duty bound to do,
he (Mr. Mackenzie) should not meet it
in that way. It would be simply
reasonable to make it read for a return
of expenditure made in British Col-
umbia, and, also, for expenditure in-
curred in the tour to Manitoba and
the North-West. His hon. friend (Mr.
Mackenzie), a reasonable man, would
see that this was a reasonable proposi-
tion.

MR. MACKELNZIE: My hon. friend
will see that the items of the British
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Columbia expenditure are in the hands
of every hon. member-every dollar
of it.

MR. MASSON: And also the ex-
penditure for the Manitoba trip ?

MR. MACKENZIE: No.

MR. MASSON: Then make a gen-
oral motion for the whole expenditure.

Mat. MACKENZIE: Whbat is the
use of asking for what is in the hands
of every member of the House.

Mi. MITCHELL: I have the right
to ask for this information or I have
not. If I have, the hon. gentleman
has no right to ref4se it.

Mit. KIRKPATRICK said he could
only join other hon. members in re-
gretting that this motion had been
made at all; but, as it had been made,
they could not but admit that any hon.
miember had the right to ask for a re-
turn as to the expenditure of any of the
public money of the country. While
this was the case, the House, at
the same tine, had the right to con-
sider whether it was proper, under the
circumstances, to grant the, motion in
the terms in which it was asked. He
must say that he agreed with the hon.
gentleman on the other side of
the -House who had stated that,
under the present circumstances,
it was ungenerous, and not only un-
generous but discourteous to ask for a
reAurn in detail of that expenditure;
and ho was very glad, therefore, to hear
that the hon. gentleman who moved
the resolution bad agreed to strike
out the words " in detail." They now
had before the flouse the British
Columbia expenditure in pretty full
detail; and, accordingly, he did not
think it necessary for the House
to ask for a return to be again
given of these expenditures, and,
as the hon. the Prime Minister
promised that a return of the Manitoba
expenditure would be brought down,
ho thought that the object of bis hon.
friend (Mr. Mitchell) would be gained.
He, therefore, sincerely hoped that,
under the circumstances of the case,
his hon. friend would withdraw his
motion in consideration of the promise
made by the hon. the First Minister,
and thus remove any semblance of a

MR. MAoxENZIR.

discourteous motion being made in theHouse with regard to the exalted per.
sonage who so worthily filled the office
of Governor-General.

ME. DECOSMOS said that he was
one of those who believed in paying
public officers large salaries. He
thought that, if we so paid our Gover.
nors and our Governors-General, we
would be benefitted by it; but he
did not believe in paying them enor-
mous salaries beyond the ability of a
Province or of the Dominion to meet.
He also considered that, when a Gov.
ernor-General or a Governor visited
any portion of a Province or of the
Dominion, his expenses should be such
as were worthy of his position. On
the other side of the line, no matter
how successful they had been in man.
aging their affairs, generally speaking,
they had paid too small salaries to
their chief officials, and the conse-
quences of this course were visible. He
could make no objection to the respec.
tive charges with respect to the Gov-
ernor-General's trip to British Colum-
bia, but ho would, nevertheless, fail to
do his duty if ho did not present
another view, regarding somne Of
the items in question, to the
House. It was this : it was, and had
been, felt in British Columbia that ex-
tortion had been practised on His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General, when
in that Province. He believed that
those who were familiar with the lobby
utterances had heard these extr-tiOns
spoken of. He would cite Ole
or two items:-For special coaches, for
instance, $3,000 was charged. Now,
these special coaches were only used to
move the Vice-regal party 140 or 150
miles. Another item, $860, was set

down for the use of a steamboat. I
British Columbia, the opinion prevailed

that these were extortionate charges,
and ho, therefore, took it that he Was
simply doing his duty in asking the

Government, on this oucasion, to bt
down the e penditures with re peC
these two matters, because ho believed
that, not merely the Governor'-COne-

rai's party. but also the peoPle ef
British Columbia, disclaimed entetaiv
ing any feeling of sympathy w t
person intheir country whO W to
advantage of the Vice-egal P t
place money in his pocket.
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MR. CARTWRIGHT said he would
suggest that they might very fairly ac-
cept the proposition made by his hon.
friend from Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpat-
rick). His hon. friend from Northum-
berland might accept the statement,
which was really given in considerable
detail in the Public Accounts, as to
the British Columbia trip, concerning
which, moreover, the hon. gentleman
had the assurance of the hon. the Pre-
mier that it embraced the full amount
then expended; and, accordingly, his
hon, friend might alter his motion
so as to include the Manitoba expendi-
tare, which would be brought down in
the sane fishion. This would main-
tain the principle for which hon.
gentlemen opposite were contending;
it would give the House all the
additional information it could desire
to have in this relation, and it would
prevent them being placed in the very
awkward position of having to demand
a minute detail of expenditure which
was impossible at this distance of time,
he feared, for lis Excellency, in any
shape or way, to afford. If the motion
was amended in that direction the
Governnent had no objection to its
passing.

UR. DOMVILLE said he did not
believe that the words " in detail "
referred to any of the private infor-
mation to ask for which, it was stated
on tne other side of the House, would
cast a slar upon them. No one wished
to know what the Governor-General
had done with this money. He regret-
ted very mach that the question shouldhave come up, especially at a time
when we were governed by so illustri-
ous a gentleman as Lord Dufferin, who
had given such eminent satisfaction
oruhout the country, and who had
ne everything he could, not only to
n the affection of the Canadian

Pople, b ut also to place Canada in the
Cont rank among the powers on this
before but, still, as it had come
betold e bcoutry, they were not to
site: 4 y hon. gentlemen oppo-
tein "e will baulk the whole

He or withdraw the motion."
if On a* sure that Ris Excellency,
himself afloor of the House, would

Say that hl courted the fullest
they gat nand that lie was willingtheY Obtain the whole account

of this expenditure. It was unfair to
the hon. member for Cumberland to say
that he (NIr. Mitchell) was easting a
slur on Lis Exceilency in asking for the
details of this expenditure. The words
"in detail" were evidently inserted
without much thought ; and, from what
he knew of the hon. gentleman, lie (Mr.
Mitchell) would be the last man to
throw any slur on Lord Dufferin, Her
Majesty's representative in this coun-
try. On that side of the House they
were loyal mem bers; they had no " pull
down the ilag " there ; and they were
willing to grant Lord Dufferin any
sums of money that were necessary;
but they felt, or rather the mover of
the resolution felt that, in the future,
tEis country should not be called upon
to 'pay the large sum of money that
had been expended in this relation here-
tofore. Whatever the income was, it
should be expended, and nothing èlse
should be voted. If it was nccessary
that Government House should be re-
paired, this should be done; but as to
this country paying $40,000, $50,000,
$60,000, or $70,000 or a larger sui por
annum, for expenses incurred by the
Governor-General, this was not to be
done. The people would not stand
it. They all knew this country
was in a very poor state when
poor creatures had only one meal
a day in the backwoods. Were
they justified in so spending large
sums of money? It was unfair to twit
any hon. member with attempting to
cast any slur on the representative of
Her Majesty, when lie was merely do-
ing his duty. fie trusted that no
indignity would ever be otffred any
representative of the Crown from that
side of the House.

Ma. HOLTON : I
amendment that all
" that" be struck out.

beg to move Fin
the woods after

Ma. BLANCHET : I rise to a ques-
tion of order. The hon. gentleman
has spoken.

MR. DEVLIN : How many times
have you gentlemen spoken ? You
have spoken half-a-dozen times.

MR. BLANCHET: I have not spoken
once.

Ma. HOLTON : No doubt the point
taken is a good one.
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MR. BLANCHET: You have taken
it before a great many times.

MR. HOLTON : It is a good point,
but it is a very small one.

M. BLANCHET: I am sorry to
tell my hon. friend I regret that it
took such a small point to put him
down.

Ma. BOWELL said the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay should be the last
man in the flouse to accuse any other
member of taking small points of
order. If his recollection served him
aright, no hon. member had availed
himself of the rules to so put down
other hon. gentlemen more than
the hon. gentleman (Mr Holton).
He had no desire to prolong this very
unpleasant discussion. He could assure
the Hlouse that, when he had consented
to second the motion, he had not
the remotest idea that it would be ac-
cepted in the manner it had been, and
certainly, had he supposed, for a mo-
ment, that it would have been received
as a reflection on the eminent person-
age, who was now Governor of this
Dominion, he would have refused to do
8o; but lie remembered, very well,
when questions of this kind used to be
brought before the House by the hon.
gentlemen who now occupied seats on
the Treasury benches-then in Opposi-
tion-it was not at that time co.sid-
ered indecorous and insulting to the
representative of Hier Majesty bore to
comment and comment very freely on
the expenditures that were incurred
in keeping up Rideau Hall. They had
on record motions made by the very
hota. gentleman who had taken such a
high stand just now, against paying
the representative of Her Majesty here
the salary His Excellency now receiv-
ed. Had the hon. gentleman (Mr.
IHolton) foi gotten the language he used
towards Her Majesty's representative
in this country not many years ago, and,
also, with reference to the eminent
personage who ut present represented
Royalty in this country? ie would
read a few expressions which were
then uttered by the hon. member
for Chateauguay, and contrast them
with the language which the hon.
gentleman had that evening used ;
end he (Mr. Bowell) thought
that this afforded a very fair re-

Ma. HOLToo.

presentation of the Government i.
office and the Government out of ories.
The House would bear in mind that a
memorial had been presented to His
Excellency, demanding that he should
not act in accord with the advice given
him by his thon Mi nisters; and, because
His Excellency, at that timo, refused
to act unconstitutionally, the hon.
member for Chateauguay said:

Il The practical result was that, in the reply,
this memorial had been scorned by the repre-
sentative of the Crown. The worst public
insult had thus been put upon the Parliament
by the Governor-General, aeting on the advice
of men who were themselves under impeach.
ment for crimes which almost amouuted to
treason."

Some HoN. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Ma. BOWELL said he would not
discuss the point whether the fact that
certain charges had been made, whieh
the hon. member who made them did
not-he would not say, dare not-
appear to' sustain before the Judges,
was true or not; what lie did say was
this : that to contrast the language
then used with the language used that
night, certainly illustrated what he
had just stated. The hon. the Minister
of Justice, who was not very choice
either in his language, on that occasion
said:

" As for himself he had simply to say, as &
Frenchman, that his blood fairly got up at the
outrage and insuit which had been perpetrated
on the people and their representatives.

There were plenty of sinilar extracts,
which he could give, to show the diff-

erence, between the views heid by hon.

gentlemen opposite when in and o0t of
office. He would repeat that, had h
supposed for a moment that this moton
would have been received in the spirit
it lad been, and cou Id by any Possibi-

lity be construed into an insultthi
Her Majesty's representative lu this
country, he would have been the 1W

person to second it; but it asked d'
information which the ,ouse aud

country had a right to receive, and,
upon that ground, he did not thesitte
to second it. He thought that the
words "in detail" rnight wei 1 b
struck out. The British Columbîd eX
penditure was given with as much deitr
as he thought this or any but there
would lay before the ouse ; to the
could be no possible objection she
motion remaining m its p
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It was true that the British Columbia
expenditure was there upon record ;
but how often were special motions
made in the flouse in order to have a
full statement of certain expenses
which might have been incurred in
the publie service laid before the
flouse, so as to save the House the
trouble of looking through every
documert to find them.

MR. POPE (Compton) said that, in
order to solve the difficulty, he would
move in amendment, that all the
words after "return " be struck out,
and that the following words be in-
serted :-" Of the expenses of the
journeys of His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General and suite to Manitoba,
and the North-West, for the year
1877, not included in the Public
Accounts of 1876-77."

Ma. HOLTON said he was exceed-
inglv obliged to his hon. friend (Mr.
Pope) for giving him the opportunity
of making the motion in amendment,
which h e had proposed to offer a few
minutes previously. He would not
offer any observations with respect to
the debates of 1873 or 1868, wbich he
had been invited by bis hon. frieid
opposite to enter into.

.1R. MITCHELL : You had better
go into them.

MR. HOLTON said thaqt every man
must be the best judge of bis own
course; and he did not think it then
neeessary t, go into those debates;
and he wýould not do so even on the
very fascinating invitation of bis hon.
friend from Northumberland. He
would move in amendment to the
proposed amendment

beThat al the words after the word 'Returu'
theref, and the following inserted insteid
Excellen the expenses of the trip of His
similar the Governor-.General to Manitoba,

iAou that contained in the Public
trip to wiih respect to His Excellency's
Hpt Brtish Columbia, be laid before the

a,"'. KIPKPATRICK: That is notanamendment. It is the same as the
from C p tmoved by y on. friend

nte IOLTON: It is similar, but
not the Sam me.bu

tha t.MAS80N~ said he did not thinkis amendment wasin order ; but

the hon. gentleman (Mr. Holton)-he
was very sorry to have to say so-
wanted to have bis own way.

MR. SPEAKER: My impression is
that the amendment to the amendment
is in order. While one asks for a
return concerning the expenses
incurred by HUis Excellency the
Governor-General, it does not attempt
to define the way in which this return
is to be made; and the other amends
it by defining the form in which the
return shall be made.

MR TUPPER qaid he was gratified
the House had corne to a common
agreement on the course to be pursued,
and it was of little consequence whe-
ther the anendment of 'the bon.
member for Compton(Mr. Pope) or that
of the hon. member for Chateauguay
(Mr. Holton) was adopted. The flouse,
in both amendments, affirmed pre-
cisely the same thing. He expressed
the general regret of hon. members
that the hon. the First Minister found
it necessary to impugn the motives
of the bon. member for Northumber-
land in submitting the motion. Had
it been.suggested that it wo;ld have
been well to submit the details, as the
hon. the First Minister had supplied
al[ the information with respect to
British Columbia, the present very
unpleasant and unfortunate , debate
would have been avoided. He desired,
however, to direct the attention of the
hon. the Premier to the ex ception he
took to the motion on the ground that
the information was before the iIouse,
and to show that, when he(Mr. Tupper)
drew the attention of the hon. member
for North Oxford(Mr.Oliver)to the fact
that all the information asked for was
contained in the Public Accotnts, the
hon. the First Minister did not think
it necessary to state that the motion
should not pass. He was glad, how-
ever, that, after thatsomewhat unfor-
tunate discussion, hon. members on
both sides of the House had com1e to
the sanie conclusion, and the
hon. member for Compton (Mr. Pope)
would be quite prepared to withdraw
bis amendment in order to allow that
of the bon. member for Chateauguay
(Mr. Holton), which affirmned the same
proposition, to be adopted.
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Ma MACKENZIE said he was sur-
prised at the statement made by an
hon. member in regard to what he
(Mr. Mackenz:e) had said to the
House. He doclared in his first speech
that the information was contained in
the Public Accounts. lHe did not im-
pute motives to any hon. member, but
stated that asking for any further de-
tails impugned the motives or accuracy
of those persons who kept the accounts
and was an insult to the party inter-
ested in the accounts. Some hon.
members had stated that, when His
Royal Highness the Prin 'e of Wales
returned home after his visit to India,
his accounts were sharply looked after
by the House of Commons.

Ma. MASSON: And a statement
was given.

Mi. MACKENZIE said he had the
report of the aebate at hand, and he
would read what was said at that time.
The remarks offered were as follows:

"Mr. C. B. Denison asked the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, if lie car inforni the House
whether accounts have been rendered of the
expenditure of £60,000,granted in aid of His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales' journey
in India, and whether any further vote is
likely to be asked for?

" The Chancellor of the Exchequer: Yes,
Sir, very full accounts have been sent in to
me of the expenditure incurred by His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales during his
recent visit to India. I may say, in passing,
that the wav in which those accounts have
been prepa~red reflects verv great credit on
Sir Barte Frere, Colonel Ellis and others
who have been employed in the keeping of
the accouits, and show that great economy
was exercised throughout tliat expedition.
The accounts have been very carefully
audited by Sir William Anderson, and I have
gone through them with him. There still
remains a small number of outstanding bills
to be provided for, but there is a sum of
moîey unexpended, more than sufficient to
cover thoqe b'Ils. There certainly will be no
occasion for any supplemeutary vote. On
the contrary, there will be a small surplus of,
perhaps, a few hundred pounds left over
when the accounts have been finally settled.
I think I shall be only expressing the feeling
of the House when I say that we ought -ot
to a-k His Royal Highness to repay that
small surplus into the Excherquer. It may
very fairlv be left in the hands of His Royal
Highness, considering that he expended his
own noney in the purchase of works of art
and specimens of Indian manufacture, which
are being exhibited at the South Kensington
Museun I think, Sir, the whole account
reflects great credit upon all concerned."

MR. Tuppza.

No demand was there made for
accounts, and no statement of details
was laid before the House. When Sir
Charles Dilke made his famous motion
in 1872, for returns showing the
amount charged in the Estimatessince
the commencemen t of the present reign,
for various purposes; also showing, for
eaoh year since the accession of Hàer
Majesty, the gross amount of revenue
derived from the Duchy of Lancaster
the Prime Minister at the time immedi-
ately took objection to the motion. After
giving reasons why no such returns
should be asked for by the fHouse, that
hon. gentleman stated that,under ail the
circumstances, he folt bound to oppose
the motion, and to ask the House to
vote down the motion for those detailed
returns. The motion was voted down,
only the mover and seconder in a
House of about 300 members voting
for it. That was precisely a similar
case to t he present one.

MR. MASSON said the hon. the First
Miniter had stated in his remarks that
a very full statement of the expendi.
ture of the Prince of Wales had been
given.

MR. MACKENZIE said he had
stated that no accotunts had been asked
for, and that they had simply been
audited.

Ma. MASSON: And a very full
statement of them given?

Mi. MACKENZIE : Neither given
nor asked by the House of Comunmons.

Ma. M[TCHELL said he was sur-
prised at the position taken by the
hon. the Premier in that discussiOl
which hon. mombers had designaited as
a patmful one. The hon. the First
Minister had declared that the motions
submitted by the bon. menber for
Compton and the hon. member for
Chateauguay were substantiallY what
he had assented to in the insultinlg
remarks a 1dressed by the hon. getle
man to him. That statement was 1
correct, and what the hon. Premiersld
was that all the information asked wais
contained in the Public Accounts.

Ma. MACKENZIE : It is triue.

Ma. MITCHELL said the hon. g0
tleman had been compelled to admit the
fact that the expenses to Manitoba Wee
not included in the Publie Accoant
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Hje (Mr. Mitchell) had already stated
that, in submitting his motion, he had
no personal feelings against His
Excellency, and he did not desire to
aggravate the debate which had been
already too unpleasant. H1e did not,
however, consider that the accounts
for the Manitoba trip wore all that
the House had a right to expect, and
that thousands of dollars had been ex-
pended of which they had no right to ask
for details. The lon. the Premier should
withdraw the insulting language used
towards him (Mr. Mitchell) whien lie
had a right to submit the motion, and,
in doing so, disavowed the intention
of insulting the representative of
Her 3Majesty. While they w ere
not furnished with such details
of the expenditures as they would
wish, and he was not placed in a pos-
ition to deny the statements he had
repeatedly heard in connection with
the British Columbia trip, he would
accept the amendment of the hon.
'neniber for Chateauguay rather than
prolong the discussion ; but he placed
on the Government the responsibility
of having refused to furnish particulars
in the Publie Accounts of expendi-
tures which had grown to enormous
Proportions. Hon. gentlemen opposite
might consider the debate a triumph,
but he was satisfied with the result,
nId public opinion would be aroused

to the fact that expenditures were
made, of which the people knew little,
whieh Must cease, and, when the time
of trial before the public tribunal of
the people arrived, the responsibility
COlhmected with those expenditures
would rest on the Government and
thei' Supporters, and not on those who
ha' endeavoured to obtain information
reSpecting them, which hon. gentlemen0PPo ite had refused to give, although
the 11us18e was perfectly entitled to ob-in it. With these remarks, he would1eave the matter with thé House, feel-
lg satified that, whatever might bethe opinion of hon. gentlemen oppos-ite, the publie opinion of theCoumtry would declare that thestaie-er for Northumberland, notwith-
ta"dst the slanders of the hon. themsste had done his duty.

erm. POPE (Compton) said that an
eabtion of the amendment ro-

by the hon. member for ha-

teauguay revealed the fact that it was
identical with his own, and, if there
were laurels to be gained, he was
willing they should be carried away by
that hon. member. At the same time,
he desired the louse and the country
to understand that he held the doctrine,
that,however high might be the person-
age who expended the pubiie money,
Parliament had the right to inquire
into that expenditure. le entered
his protest against the staternent made
by the hon. the First Minister, that
the flouse had not the right, under all
circumstances, to make such an inves-
tigation.

MR. PLUMB said he was surprised
at the tone in which the lion. the
Premier had met the resolution brought
forward by the lon. member for North-
umberland (Mr. Mitchell), and the
manner in which he had endeavoured
to stifle the enquiry. The comparison
instituted by the lon. Minister between
the present motion and that made by
Sir Charles Dilke in the British House
of Commons, was almost an additional
insult to the method by which he had
er deavoured to prevent perfectly
proper inquiry. Any attempt to
prevent the submission to the flouse
of details of expenditures of the
public money, no matter in what
direction, was an act that no hon.
member in his calmer moments would
approve or would uphold before the
peoplo. Every hon. member, except
one or two, who had been foremost in
bringing about the present position of
matters and in stifling enquiry,
would endorse that statement, while
they felt the highest respect for the
exalted personage whose name had
been handled so freely in the course of
the debate. It was unnecessary that
any hon. gentleman slould apologize
for speaking upon the question, and
state that he entertained the highest
respect fer the exalted personage
whose name had been brought in ques-
tion in connection with the expendi-
tures. They had the same right to
speak of the acts of the Governor-Gen-
eral as of those of the Government;
and they were, moreover, justified in
declaring that the whole debate was
due to the manner which the hon.
the First Minister chose to adopt to-
wards the hon. member for Northum-
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berland (Mr. Mitchell), and from
which his friends knew the amend-
ment of the hon. member for Chateau-
guay would not extricate him. The Op-
position were perfectly willing, under
the circumstances, to accept the amend-
ment moved by the bon. member for
Chateauguay, although it scarcely diff-
ered from that proposed by the hon.
member for Compton. le regretted
the discussion which had taken place,
but it was somewhat satisfactory that
it had taken its present turn, because
the difference between the professions
and practices of the present Govern-
ment became daily more manifest.

Ma. DEWDNEY said he concurred
with hon. members in the expression
of regret that the motion had been
broughlt before the House. He did not
propose to enter into the debate, ex-
cept to answer a few remarks made
by the hon. member for Victoria
(Mr. DeCosmos), The hon. member
had refered to two items of expendi-
turc in British Columbia,-83,000 for
coach hire, and $900 for steamboat
expenses. He (Mr. Dewdney) was, to
a certain extent, responsible for the
first item. When His Excellency
arrived at Victoria, he (Mr. Dewdney)
came down from the upper country in
order to see what he could do to afford
information, as lie understood His
Excellency intended to travel through
a portion of his district. He was then
informed that it was propo-.ed to take
the Victoria coaches and drive through
the interior. He told His Excel lency's
aide-de-camp that that would be found
impossible, as the only means of travel-
ling through their mountainous country
was in through brace coaches, with
strong and safe brakes. And it was
after that conversation an arrange-
ment was made with the Stage Com-
pany to carry the Gwovernor-General
through the country. The items,
no doubt, appeared large, but, if
hon. members knew the inconve-
nience that must have been caused
to the Stage Company running a rega-
lar line and carrying the mails over 500
miles, they would understand that such
an undertaking necessarily involved a
large cost. It was under those
circumstances that what might appear
to be a heavy charge was made. The
hon. member for Victoria (Mr.

Ma. PLUMB.

DeCosmos) had no right to use the
word " extortion," and it did not lie irn
the lon. gentleman's mouth to muake
such a charge. A reference to events
of a few months previous would reveal
the fact that he had been guilty of
extortion in obtaining from the
Government $600 for a loan which he
said he had negotiated for it. Not
only did the hon. member extort
$600--

MR. SPEAKER : That is unparlia-
mentary.

Ma. DEWDNEY: Not only did he
receive from the Local Government of
British Columbia $600, but with the
connivance of his own late col-
leagues.

Mi. SPEAKER said the remarks of
the hon. member were entirely
irregular.

Ma. DEWDNEY said ho was oaly
showing that it did not lay on the lips
of the hon. member to make a charge of
extortion.

Ma. SPEAKER said the matter
could not be brought up in that way.

MR. DEWDNEY said the hon. mem-
ber had attacked a personal friend of
his who was unable to defend hims.elf,
and he wished to show what weight
should be attached to the utterances
of this hon. gentleman. ie was pre-
pared to give the House the details
with regard to the other item for the
steamer Royal City. The steamer was
chartered at a reasonable figure per
diem; indeed, at no greater cost than
the steamer was chartered at every
day when required for service. It ws
on account of the delay of llis EKei4
lency's party while in the upper
country, that the amount reached such
a sum.

Ma. DECOSMOS said that, as the
hon. member for Yale (Mr. DewdneY)
had taken occasion to call in questiOn
an utterance of his and make a per-

sonal charge against him of indulging
in extortio¢n, he considered it his duty

to offer an explanation to the House.

Ma. DEWDNEY said that, if the
hon. member was allowed to make S

explanation, he would ask etail
allowed to give the matter in detal,
to make his story good.
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MR. SPEAKER said that, if ho per-
mitted the hon. member for Victoria to

offer an explanation, the hon. member
for Yale would have the opportunity
of replying. He had prevented the
hon. member from proceeding so soon
as lie observed the drift of bis obser-
vations.

Mi. DECOSMOS said that, as an
insulting charge had been deliberately
made against him by the hon. member
for Yale, common justice demanded
that he should be allowed to offer some

justilication of his conduct.
MR. SPEAKER said he did not

allow the hon. member for Yale to
produce evidence, and it would be well
if the hon. member for Victoria did not
claim the right to enter into any
justitication.

MR. DECOSMOS said that, in order
to meet the views of Mr. Speaker, he
would put in a simple denial, and, as
between the words of the hon. gentle-
mar and himself, bis would be pro-
ferred. With respect to the defence
entered by the hon. member for Yale
against his remarks regarding the
exorbitant charge of $3,000 for coach
hire and $900 for a steamer between
Savona's Ferry and Kamloops, the hon.
meiber had stated that the coaches
were used for 500 miles. He (Mr.
-DeCosmos) denied that they could
have been used that distance, for it
was only 140 or 150 miles from Yale to
Savona's Ferry, and, beyond that, a
steamer was taken. That was the in-
formation they had in Victoria, and he
believed the correspondent of the
Toronto Globe would confirm its accu-
racy. That was only one of a number
of charges which appeared in the Blue-
books, made against the Governmentof the Dominion, in 1875-6, by the
personal and political friends of the
hon. rember for Yale, amounting to883,497. It was quite natural for the
d fndgentleman to be engaged in
efending contractors.
M'-. SMITH (Selkirk) said it was

""rY unfortunate that this lengthened
somewhat angry discussionh.t taken place on a subject re-

ecting which the , Iouse and the
late tryha goo cause to congratu.
the Go ves-namely, the visits of

erorO-General to the distant

Provinces. He believed that, had the
hon. member for Northumberland
(Mr. Mitchell) been in those parts of
the country during the visits of His
Excellency, the present motion would
not have been made. • If ten times the
amount bad been expended, it would
have been amply repaid. The visit of
the Governor-General to theNorth-West
would do more to settle that country
than a whole army of emigration agents
sent to the other side of the Atlantic.
With regard to the expenses incurred,
whatever might be the extravagant
charges made elsewhere, of which the
hon. member from British Columbia
(Mr. DeCosmos) had complained the
Government could have no besitat ion in
bringing down the statements of expen-
diture in Manitoba, as of course they
would do, and he was quite confident
they would be found moderate in the ex-
treme. laving seen somewhat of the
management of the expenditure of the
Governor-General in that Province,
he believed that the very greatest care
was exercised that no payment that
was not absolutely necessary for the
proper progress of His Excellency
through the country was made. With
respect to the parting speech made by
the Governor-General in Manitoba,
picturing in such eloquent terms the
resources and great future of the
North-West, a friend, who happened to
be on the other side of the Atlantic
last autumn, and who was in a position
to meet a great many business mon in
London and on the Exchange, told him
(Mr. Smith) it was no unusual cir-
cumstance to see gentlemen take out
of their pockets a copy of that speech,
and make fuither enquiries about the
North-West, of which they had bore-
tofore heard so little, but which they
felt must be an admirable country for
the emigrant, when so spoken of by the
Governor-General of Canada, and
doubtless deserved all that had been
said about it by His Excellency.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as fol-
lows :-

" That an Order of the House do issue to
the proper officer for a return of the expenses
of the trip of His Excellency the Governor-
General to Manitoba, similar to that con-
tained in the Public Accounts, with respect
to His Excellency's trip to British Columbia,
be laid before the House."

House adjourned at
Eleven o'olock.


