
[Northumberland.

Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Greenway
Haddow
Ilagar
Hall
Holton
Horton
Huontington
Irving

Baby
Benoit
Blanchet
Bowell
Brooks
Cameron
Campbell
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Cuthbert
Daoust
Desjardins
Donahue
Farrow
Flesher
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Gibbs (South Ontario)
Gill
Haggart
Hurteau
-Jones (Leed3)
Kirkpatrick
Langevin
Lanthier
Little
Maclonald (Kingston)

Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thompson (Haldimand)
Tbomson (Welland)
Trow
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Yeo
Young.-116.

NAYS:

Messieurs
McDougall (Three Riv.)
MeKay (Colchester)
Mc Callum
McCartbv
McQuade
Masson
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau
Roy
Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace (S. Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wright (Ottawa

County)-53.
And the Clerk of the House having

declared the Hon. Mr. Anglin duly
elected, he was conducted to the chair
by Messrs. Mackenzie and Smith
(Westmoreland).

Ma.SPE AKER,standing on the steps
of the Chair, said: I thank the Mom-
bers of the House sincerely for the
high honour they have done me, in hav-
ing elected me to the responsible and
dignified position of Speaker of this
honourable body, and I can only assure
them that, while I continue holding the
chair, I will endeavour, as I believe and
trust I have endeavoured in the past,
to discharge the duties of that position
impartially and fairly, to the satis-
faction of every honourable and fair-
minded man, and in such a way as to
add to the dignity and respect due to
this honourable body.

Then the Mace was laid upon the
Table.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes after

Four o'clock.
MR. MITCHELL.

HOUSE OF COMMOINS.

Friday, 8th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the chair at Threc
o'clock.

THE SEAT FOR NORTHIUMBERLAND.

The HoN. PETER MITCHELL, Mem-
ber for the Electoral District of
the County of Northumberland, New
Brunswick, was introduced to the
House by Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr.
Wright (Ottawa).

MiR. KIRKPATRICK: Mr. Speaker,
the Hon. Peter Mitchell having been
duly returned to represent the Elec-
toral District of the county of Nor-
thunberland. has taken the oath and
subscribed the roll, and now desires to
take his seat.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon gentleman
having taken his seat yesterday in this
House, I think may now fairly resume
it.

Mr. Mitchell took his seat.
Sra JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.

Speaker, I presume that it is by order
of the House that you made that state-
ment. I presume the Speaker is only
the mouthpiece of the House, and can
only speak when directed by order of
the House, and not otherwise.

MR. SPEAKER: I merely made a
statement of fact as to the competence
of the bon. member to take his seat.

Ma. HOLTON: Mr. Speaker, J was
about to object to the hon. gentleman's
being again introduced when you
spoke.

Ma. MITCHELL : Mr. Speaker, I
think it something remarkable that
the head of this House should have
made the remark that he did on the
presentation of a member. I felt yes-
terday, when objection was made to
members taking their seats without
being presented to the Speaker, by a
gentleman whose right to speak with
relation to the practices and privileges
of the House of Commons of Canada
cannot be questioned bere, that I
should take the step which I have taken.
When he (Sir John A. Macdonald),
yesterday pointed out the fact that no
new member had the right to take his
seat in the House until, according to

The Seat for (COMMONS.]
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the rules and privileges of Parliament,
ho had subscribed the oath and been
presented to the Speaker, I felt that
tbis practice should be followed. I
took the oaths yesterday, and I then
supposed that no doubt could arise
with regard to my faking my seat. I
believed that I had a right
to my seat ; but, wben Ihat objec-
tion was made by my bon. friend
who leads this side of the louse, it
seemed to my mind fit that I should
place myself in a proper position before
the louse. When, as the House knows,
and the country knows, that owing to
the objection taken from the other
side of the Bouse last Session, I found
that I had unwittingly placed myself
in sucl a position that great doubt
existed as to whether I had the rirht to
take my seat or not, I felt, as I feel
now, that I should wipe off and remove
the objection made against me; and
having donc so-having gone back for
re-election in my county, at considera-
ble inconvenience to myself, and to the
great inconvenience of the numerous
majority in my county who so nobly
sustained me-I say I did not deserve
the slur which was thrown out against
my having taken my seat yester-
day when I was ignorant as to
whether I had the right to take my
seat or not; and what I would further
remark is that, wishing to set myself
right with the country, I do not think
that the fact of my innocently having
so taken my seat, and having inno-
cently infringed the rules of the House
affords any justification for such com-
ment ; and when I attempt to set
myself right and place myseif in such
a position that no man on cither side
of the Houso can raise the question or
the slighest doubt about Peter Mitchell
taking bis seat, or the right of the
county of Northumberland to send me
bere, I think it comes with no very
good grace to make such a remark on
my seeking to remove the only diffi-
culty that exists with regard to my
possession of my seat in this House.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor Genoral, bv the Gentleman
Usher of the Black iÉod :-

Mr. SPEAKER.
His Excellency the Governor-General

desires · the immediate attendance of this
Honourable House in the Senate Chamter.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the
Iouse, went up to the Senate Cham-
ber ;-and lhen

Mr. Speaker spoke to the following
effeci:-

MAY IT PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCY

The House of Commons have elecfed nie
as their Speaker, though I an but litile able
to fulfil the important duties thus assigned
to nie. If, in the performance of those duties, 1
should at any time fall into error, I pray
that the fiault may be imputed to me, and
not to the Commons, whose servant I am.

The Speaker of the Sonate then
said :-

Mr. SPEAKER,

I arn commanded by His Excellency the
Governor-General to assure you that your
words and actions will constantly receive
from him the most favourable construction.

And the Ilouse being returned,-

ZEPIIIRIN DÉsIRÉ a0la3 OLIVIER
DÉSIRÉ BOURBEAU, Esq., Member for
Drummond and Arthabaska ; JAcQUES
MALOUIN, Esq.. Member for Quebec
Centre; and FRANÇoIS XAVIER OVIDE
MÉTIIOT, Esq., Member for Nirolet,
were respectively introduced to the
House, and took their seats.

BEAUCE CONTROVERTED ELECTIJ N.

JUDGE'S REPORT.

MR. SPEAKER informed the Iouse
that ho had received from the lHon.
Mr. Justice Bossé, one of the Judges
selected for the trial of Election Peti-
tions, pursuant to the )o:ninion Con-
troverted Elections Act, 1874, his
judgement in the matter of the Con-
troverted Election for the Electoral
District of Beauce.

NEW MEMBER.

MR. SPEAKER informed the House
that the Clerk of' the House had re-
ceived from the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery,-Certificate of the election
and return of the lon. Peter
Mitchell, to represent the Electoral
District of Northumberland, N. B.

General Business, 13
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ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE
BILL.

[BILL NO. l.]

(-A'r. Mackenzie.)

FIRST READING.

-MR. MACKENZIE introduced a
Bill (No. 1) Respecting the Adminis-
tration of Oaths of Office.

Bill read ih first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mt. SPEAKER reported Ris Ex-
cellency's Speech from the Throne,
and read a copy thereof to the House,
which is as follows:-

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

In again surmmoning you for the despatch
of business, I an glad to be able to say that
nothing beyond the ordimary business of the
country requires your attendance.

It afforded me great pleasure to have had
an opportunity, before my departure from
Canada, of visiting the Provirnce of Manitoba
and a portion of the outside Territories,
which visit I accomplished during last
Autumn. I have now had the advantage of
visiting every Province in the Dominion
during the term of my government of
Canada.

I am happy to be able to say that the

arbitration on the Fishery claims, under the
terms of the Washington Treaty, has been

concluded. An award has been made by
the Commission of $5,500,000 as compensa-
tion to Canada and Newfoundland for the
use of their Fisheries during the term of the
present Treaty. This amount is much less

than that claimed by my Government, but
having assented to the creation of the tri-
bunal for the determination of their value,
ve are bound loyally to assent to the deci-
sion given.

The exhibition of Canadian manufactures
and products at Sydney, New South Wales,
was successfully carried out. I trust that
the result will be the opening up of a new
market for Canadian goods even in so re-
mote a region as the Australasian colonies,
shipments of Canadian productions having

MR. SPEAKER.

already been made. The expenditure will
slightly exceed the estimate, but I doubt
not the cost to Canada will be amply repaid
by the extension of lier trade.

Preparations have been uninterruptedly
carried on, during the last six months, for
securing an ample but select exhibition of
Caniada's products and manufactures at the
great exhibition to be held at Paris during
the current year. A further estimate will
be required to meet the expenditure. His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, as
Chairman of the British Commissioners, has
assigned a most proninent place to Canada
in one of the main towers, where a Canadian
Trophy is now being erected.

A very disastrous fire occurred in June
last, in the city of St. John, which caused
the destruction of a large portion of the city,
including all the public buildings owned by
the Dominion Government. My Government
deemed it necessary to contribute $20,000 to
assist in relieving the immediate wants of
the people who were rendered destitute by so
appalling a calamity. I also sanctioned the
appropriation of some publie money, with
which to commence the erectiou of new
buildings for the public business, which acts
you will be asked to confirm in the usual
way.

During last summer my Commissioners
made another treaty with the Blackfeet,
Blood and Piegan Indians, by which the
Indian title is extinguished over a territory
of 51,000 square miles west of Treaty No. 4,
and south of Treaty No 6. The treaty bas
been made on terms nearly the saine as
those under Treaty No. 6, though somewhat
less onerous. The entire territory west of
Lake Superior to the Rocky Mountains, and
frorm the boundary nearly to the 55th degree
of north latitude, embracing about 450,000
square miles, has now been acquired by
peaceful negotiation with the native tribes,
who place implicit faith in the honour and
justice of the Briti-h Crown.

Early in the past summer a large body of
Indians, under Sitting Bull, from the United
States, crossed into British territory, to
escape froni the United States troops, and
have since renained on the Canadian side.

The United States Government made a

General Business.
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friendly but unsuccessful attempt to induce
these Indians to return to their reservations.
It is to be hoped that such arrangements
may yet be made as may lead to their per-
manent and peaceful settlement, and thus

relieve Canada of a source of uneasiness and
a heavy expenditure.

The surveys of the Pacifie Railway have

been pressed to completion during the past
season. A complete instrumental survey of
the route by the valleys of the North Thomp-
son and Lower Frazer Rivers has been made
with a view to ascertain definitely whether
that route presents more favourable features
than the routes already surveyed to Dean
Inlet and Bute Inlet respectively. It is be-
lieved that the additional information now
obtained will enable my Government to de-
termine which route is the most advanta-
geous from Tête Jaune Cache to the sea.
Full information will be laid before you at an
early day of the season's work in this and
oüther directions.

I an happy to be able to congratulate you
on the abundant harvest reaped in all quar-

ters of the Dominion ; and I rejoice that un-
der this and other influences there bas been

some improvement in the Revenue returns,

tius indicating, I trust, that the commercial
depression that has so long afflicted Canada,
in common with other countries, is passing

away.

My attention bas been called to some im-
perfections in the existing system of audi-
ting the Public Accounts, and a measure
providing for their more thorough and effect-
ive supervision will be submitted for your
consideration.

The prospect of obtaining, at an early day,
greater facilities for reacLing the North
Western Territories and the Province of
Manitoba is sure to attract a larger number
,of settlers every year, and, as much of the
prosperity of the Dominion depends on the
rapid settlement of the fertile lands in these
Territories, it is desirable and necessary to
facilitate such settlement as much as pos-
sible. In order to effect this, measures will
be submitted for your consideration concern.
ing the registration of titles, the enactment
of a Homestead Law, and the promotion of

railway enterprise in districts not touched
by the Canada Pacifie Railway.

Your attention will be called to a neasure
for better securing the indepcndence of
Parliament.

Experience lias shown that certain ch anges
may advantageously be made in the depart-
mental arrangements existing at present. A
Bill will be submitted to you for accompl ish-
ing this purpose without increasing the ex-
penditure or the number of Departments.

It is very desirable that there should be
uniform legislation in all the Provinces
respecting the traffic in spirituous liquors.
Ritherto that traie has been regulated by
Provincial laws, or laws existing before the
Confederation of the Provinces, althcugh
there has been lately a conflict of authority
as to the jurisdiction of the local authorities.
A Bill making the necessary provision will
be submitted for your consideration.

Various measures found necessary for the
ameuindment of existing laws will also be
submitted for your approval.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

The Estimates for the ensuingyear will be
laid before you at an early day. They have
been prepared with an anxious desire to

provide for all the branches of the public
service and the execution of pressing public
works, within the liinits of the expected
revenue, without increasing the burden of
taxation.

I have directed that the Public Accounts
of the past financial year shall be laid befbre

you.

MR. MACKENZIE moved
" That His Excellency's Speech be taken

into consideration on Monday next."
Motion agreed to.

SEiLECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

MR. MACKENZIE moved,
" That Select Standing Committees of this

House, for the present Session, be appointed
for the following purposes :-l. On Privileges
and Elections; 2. un Expiring Laws ; 3. On
Mailways, Canals, an I Telegraph Lines; 4.
On Miscellaneous Private Bills; 5. On Stand-
ing Orders; 6. On Printing; 7. Oi Public
Accounts; 8. On Banking and Commerce;
9. On Immigration and Colonization,-which
said Committees shall severally be empow-
ered to examine and enquire into all such

Select Standing Coînmittees. 15



16 General

matters and things as may be referred to
then by the Iouse ; and to report fron tine
to tine their observations and opinions
thereon : with power to send for persons,
papers and records."

Motion agreed Io.

REPORT.

MNa. SPE AKRI laid b>ef re the Hiouse
the reporù ot the i brarian ot Par1ia-
ment, on the state of thbe Librarv of
Parliamnt.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE DEBATES

REMARKS.

MR. MACKENZIE said that on
Moinday next he wou!d prpose the
appointment of a Committee regarding
the supervision of the reporting of the
debates. In the meantime, he thought
it might be perhaps well for hon. gen-
tlemen to consider whether it was de-
sirable thut the systen of last year
should be centinued ; the one volume
which contained the debates of last
Session being extrenely voluminous
and inconvenient, and whether it
might be desirable or not to curtail
the reporting of the debates some-
what so as to compress it within one
reasonable volume, or to extend it
indefinitely according to the character
and extent of the debates. le merely
asked the attention of the louse to
the subject in order that, when the
Govern ment asked for a Comnmittee on
Monday,the House might come to some
definite understanding on these points.

Sat JOHN A. MACDIONALD said
he quite agreed with the hon.
member that it was extrenely iu-
convenient to publish the debates in
so large a volume. It was not a pocket-
bible by any means, which could be
carried about anywhere; but he would
be very sorry to sec the reporting of
the debates curtailed, fbr, to be valu-
able, it should be as full as possible,
perhaps not the ipsissina verba, but
nevertheless so full as to give as
rearly as possible the whole sum
and substance of whatever each mem-
ber said. Otherwise, the value of the
reporting would bu greatly dimin-
ished. As regarded the portability
of the volume, he thought some
arrangement rnight be made by which

MR. MACKENZIE.

the debates of each Session would be
spreaîd over two volumes, and iii a few
years he believed three w'ould bc
required f >r the purpose.

House adjouried at
T wen ty inu tes to

Four o'clock.

IIOl U S E OF COMMONS.

Mfonday, 1]th Feb., 1878.

The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'clock.

nP.AYERS.
REPORT.

lt. SPEAKEIk laid before the
Ilouse-Account Current of the Ac
countant of the loiuse of Commous, of
the amount received and disbursed by
hinm for Contingencies, from the lst
July, 1876, to the lst July 1877 with
the Auditor's Rýeport.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF TUE DEBATES

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

MRt. ROSS (West Middlesex) moved,
" That a Select Committee be appointed,

to superv ise the official Repoi t of the De bates
of this House during the present Session;
with power to report froin tine to tine; said
Conmnittee to be conposed of Mescýrs. Ross
(Middlesex), Oliver, Dymond, Béchard.
Charlton, 1upper, Bowell, Desjardius and
Colby."

Mit. HOLTON said be did not object
to the motion on the ground that it
was not a right and proper motion, for,
of course, it was the settled policy of
the louse to continue these reports,
but they had strong complaints last
year of the extraordinary delay whieh
took place in the distribution of' the
reports. The delay was so great that
the reports were really of no practical
value, except as records of proueedings
for reference in after years. le
hoped the Conmittee proposed by his
hon. friend, the member for West
Middlesex (Mir. Ross) would sec that
arrangements were made this year to
secure a prompter distribution of' the
reports than took place last ) car. Ho
was quite sure that such was the sense
of the louse at large, and lie hoped
that expression would be given to that
sense by other members.

Business.(COMMONS.]


