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ment, that is not unemployment, the Minister of Industry,
Trade and Commerce.

The cutbacks in VIA Rail service will cost the Canadian
tourist industry at least $100 million in lost business, leading
to many bankruptcies and unemployment for thousands of
people, including the loss of more than 3,000 tourism-related
jobs in western Canada alone because the government is
turning away some 30,000 tourists from Japan and other
countries.

When his seatmate, the Minister of Transport, decided to
dismantle VIA Rail, was the Minister of Industry, Trade and
Commerce requested to provide a remedy for the devastating
impact this decision would have on the tourist industry and, if
so, what remedy does he have? What consolation does he have
to offer today to these thousands of newly unemployed
Canadians?
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Hon. Jean-Luc Pepin (Minister of Transport): Mr. Speak-
er, it is relatively easy to answer that question. Let us take
Jasper as an illustration of the situation described by my hon.
friend. Last year there were two million visitors to Jasper. The
highest estimate of the number of people who came to Jasper
by train is provided by his own PC report which says that
100,000 people came by train. That is 5 per cent of the total.

Now, travellers coming from Edmonton will continue to
come to Jasper by train. That is a good percentage of the total.
People travelling from Vancouver have a possibility now, and I
will give an illustration of that, of coming by a combination of
trains and buses. For example, from Vancouver-

Mr. Clark: They will take the bus over from Tokyo.

Mr. Pepin: -they can come through the B.C. Railway in
Via Tours. A number of them will be coming in that way.

The proof in the pudding is that at the moment VIA informs
me that they have a hard time finding the necessary accommo-
dation in Jasper for the number of tourists who will be coming
to the area next summer. If that is not a true illustration of the
exaggeration put in the question, I do not know what can be.

IMPACT ON ATLANTIC PROVINCES

Mr. Fred McCain (Carleton-Charlotte): Mr. Speaker, I
have a supplementary to the question of my colleague. Will the
Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce devote some of his
work to persuade the cabinet that the cancellation of the VIA
services in the maritime provinces will not only create direct
unemployment but will create a negative impact upon the
tourist industry and upon all tourist-related industries? Will he
try to persuade the cabinet and the minister to avoid criticism
of his government for a further decline in business in the
maritime provinces?

Hon. Herb Gray (Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce): Mr. Speaker, I do not accept the premise and
preamble to my hon. friend's question. We are putting major

projects in place which are directly aimed at job creation in
the Atlantic provinces. For example, there is our recent
announcement of support for the Saint John Shipbuilding and
Drydock Company and the recent Mitel project. Both of these
are in New Brunswick. There is also the Ocean Industries
program in Nova Scotia. All of these efforts are intended to
and will create hundreds, in fact thousands of jobs in the
Atlantic provinces.

I think this is a very positive way to build on the strength of
that area. This is something we are doing and we intend very
much to continue to do.

* * *

THE CONSTITUTION

PROVISION RESPECTING WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Miss Pauline Jewett (New Westminster-Coquitlam): Mr.
Speaker, in the absence of the minister responsible for the
status of women my question is for the Prime Minister. As the
Prime Minister knows, Clause 28 of the constitutional resolu-
tion is a paramountcy clause outside the charter. I remind him
that Clause 28 is the one saying

Notwithstanding anything in this Charter, the rights and freedoms referred to
in it are guaranteed equally to male and female persons.

What I would like to ask the Prime Minister is if he can tell
the House whether Clause 28 will continue to have para-
mountcy. That is, will it override any attempts made to deny
equality to women?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, I
can only answer that my impression is that the clause would
continue. I have not been involved in the drafting which went
on between provincial and federal officials yesterday afternoon
and, I believe, during the night as well.

I cannot answer firmly but I want to tell the hon. member-
and this applies also to the Standing Order 43 motion put by
the member for Malahat-Cowichan-The Islands-is that we
took the draft presented to us by the seven premiers. They had
made a lot of deletions from our original draft which is before
the House. One of those deletions was precisely the clause
concerning aboriginal rights. They are the ones who deleted it.
If there was any deletion of the clause that concerns the hon.
member-

An hon. Member: You agreed to it.

Mr. Trudeau: I understand. I agreed to a lot of things that
were not my first choice, yesterday. That must be understood.
I was looking for a consensus, and I got a consensus.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Trudeau: When the member is finished shaking his fist
he can realize that I sought a consensus on the basis of a series
of deletions to our charter, the best charter in the world which
I believe some of the members over there supported. I accepted
a consensus put to me by seven premiers. There were some
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deletions, and aboriginal rights was one of them. Mayhe the
other clause was another. 1 amrnfot sure. I will have to check
that, and that is why 1 say 1 wilI see what was done on the
drafting overnight.

1 cannot conceive how the member from Malahat-Cowi-
chan-The Islands could corne out with an untruth as enormous
as the one he did when he said that Saskatchewan was
supporting aboriginal rights and somehow we were not. It is
Saskatchewan and the other six that put to us a draft without
aboriginal rights. It is in the discussion that ensued that I said
I found that difficuit to accept. but if they were facing me witb
this draft could we at least have a federal-provincial confer-
ence agreed where we would try to see what the native people
agreed to among themnselves, assumîng they can agree among
themselves, and that is far from certain, but 1 said Jet us at
Ieast give them a chance to meet with us. That is how it
happened.

Soine bon. Members: Hear, hear!

[Translation]
INQUIRY WHETHER QUEBEC PRESENTED ALTERNATIVE

FORMULA CONCERNING MOBILITY 0F LABOUR

Mr. Jean-Guy Dubois (Lothinière): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is also directed to the Prime Minister. Considering the
agreement on mobility rights signed yesterday by nine first
ministers, I should like to know, with respect to the agreement
the government of Quebec refused to sign, whether, when the
Prime Minister of Canada asked the Premier of Quebec if hie
had another formula to suggest, the latter produced a formula
and made a counterproposal to the other first ministers and to
the Prime Minister.

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, 1
believe it is also important to answer this question, because
there are a number of myths being created about yesterday's
meeting. The answer to the hon. member's question is very
straightforward. The Premier of Quebec objected to the mobil-
ity clause. 1 told him, "Well, 1 understand your having some
reservations, since Newfoundland had some as well. New-
foundland negotiated some additions to the clause, which we
accepted. Do you have anything you would like to add to the
clause, Mr. Premier?" He did not and just grumbled about the
clause. I asked him to let us know in a matter of hours or days
about any other wording that would be satisfactory to him and
that we could consider and discuss with the other provinces, if
necessary. We have not heard from the Quebec Premier about
thîs matter or about the language question or the other issues
on which hie is in disagreement, Mr. Speaker. That is the
situation for the time being.

[En glish]
INDUSTRY

MASSEY FERGUSON VOLUME DISCOUNTS

Hon. Jake Epp (Provencher): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce. With the
help of the Canadian taxpayers the government advanced
hundreds of millions of dollars to Massey-Ferguson to main-
tain that company's operations and the jobs involved. That
company turned around and gave dealers volume discounts to
selI products. They have done that. The company is now
withholding volume discounts. Is the minister willing to allow
Massey-Ferguson to continue operations and yet allow our
dealers in our small communities to go under this winter?

Hon. Herb Gray (Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce): Mr. Speaker, first of ail the goverfiment did not
advance millions of dollars to Massey Ferguson. It guaranteed
the final portion of the equity refinancing carried out by the
private sector. This was donc pursuant to specific terms and
conditions in agreement between ourselves, Massey-Ferguson,
and the Ontario government.

I will be very happy to look into what my hion. friend has
said and see whether or not it conflicts with the terms of the
agreement. I should point out to him that, without our efforts
to enable Massey-Ferguson to continue in a new and restruc-
tured and more viable maniner, there would be no basis for
those dealers or for the thousands of workers for Massey-Fer-
guson, and the thousands more in supplier plants across the
country. Let us not forget that the initiative of the federal
goverfiment bas enabled that company-

Mr. Epp: What are you going to do about the dealers?

Mr. Gray: -to continue to operate, to continue the oppor-
tunities for the dealers. 1 intend to look into the situation and
see if it conflicts in any way with the agreement we have
entered into with the company.

FISHERIES

ACCESS FOR CANADIAN GROUNDFISH TO EUROPEAN MARKET

Hon. James A. McGrath (St. John's East): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. The
minister will know that Statistics Canada today reported 2,000
jobs disappeared in Newfoundland last month, and 15,000 jobs
since last May.

a (1140)

Fifteen fish plants closed down in Newfoundland. last
summer resultîng in a loss of 3,600 jobs. AIl but three of these
plants remain closed. AIl the minister does is identify the
problem. We know what the problemn is. The problemn is a
softening of the United States market and an overprocessing
capacity.
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