HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, December 19, 1867
The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.
ATTEMPT TO GET MORE PAY
The House sat for nearly an hour with
closed doors. The subject of discussion it is
understood being whether Parliament should
prorogue or adjourn. A considerable number
of members were in favour of prorogation,
which would allow a full sessional allowance
of $600 for this part of the session instead of
merely $6 a day. The Government, it is
understood, firmly resisted the proposition,
and it fell to the ground.
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY
The doors having been opened, and routine
business disposed of,
Sir John A. Macdonald moved the third
reading of the Intercolonial Railway Bill.
Mr. Fortin-The subject now before the
House is most important to this Dominion,
and it involves also one of the most difficult
questions to solve with a due regard to the
general interests involved. It is important,
because the building of the Intercolonial
Railway will entail an expenditure of some
twenty millions of dollars; and difficult because on the selection of a route the future
utility of such an expenditure must in great
measure depend. The security of the work in
a military point of view is closely interwoven
with considerations affecting even our national existence. Difficulties of a minor character enter into this choice of a line. Local
interests and private views, no less than
sectional influences and individual opinions,
must necessarily become mixed up with the
general question. That these should in some
sense endeavour to influence or mislead public opinion both in England and in this country is to be expected. But the whole question
must be dealt with in a broader sense. It
must be a measure of policy, of necessity, and
defence for the whole Dominion. The country
regards it~as the croWning acf of Union.

Without it Confederation cannot be considered an accomplished fact. It is not only to
form means of communication between the
different parts of our country, but to unite the
people, and thus form a complete whole of
these Provinces. This road will have another
and still greater advantage-and this is the
principal point of view from which the question should be considered-it will, during the
winter months, unite together the remotest
parts of our country, and will for months of
the year be the only means of communication
with the Mother Country.
The route chosen must above all be a
strategic and military one, for the transport
of troops for military operations. This being
admitted it requires to be safe from attack,
and consequently as remote as possible from
the frontier to avoid danger from its communication being interrupted, a delay of only
a few days being of the utmost importance.
The subject of an Intercolonial Railway had
already attracted the attention of the various
Provinces, and many attempts were made to
secure its construction, but without practical
result, until the Imperial Government instructed Major Robinson to make a survey of
the country through which the road should
pass. That distinguished officer after an elaborate survey which lasted three years, reported that only one line was possible, and it is
now known as Major Robinson's Line.
In 1864 the Canadian Govermnent employed Mr. Fleming to make a new survey,
and he explored what is called the Central
Line and the Southern or Frontier Line, making altogether three routes proposed for the
railway.
The Frontier Line starting from Rivière du
Loup passes by Temiscouata Lake until it
reaches the St. John River at a place called
Little Falls; thence following the banks of the
St. John River to Woodstock, where it
touches the railway from Woodstock to St.
Andrews. Although this appears to be the
shortest route to the sea by way of St.
Andrews, it is inadmissable as a strategic and
military route, by reason of its following the
United States frontier for more than one half
of its length.

COMMONS DEBATES
The second line starting from Rivière du
Loup crosses Abaiviscaoli River, touches
Fredericton, running easterly to coal mines
and thence to the St. John and Shediac
Railway at Apohaqui Station. In a space of
120 miles this line runs within 20 miles of the
United States frontier, whilst it leaves to the
eastward nearly 200 miles of country comprised in the Provinces of New Brunswick
and Quebec. It does not in my opinion deserve the name of Central, which is given to
it, and would besides be subject to serious
objections on account of its proximity to the
frontier. In the settled part of the country it
would be exposed to attacks, and the blowing
up of some of the large bridges in the unsettled part would render the whole line useless.
Besides the scarcity of timber will be a great
objection to the building of the requisite
bridges. One of these will require to be at
least 1,000 feet in length; and where are the
labourers to be found to do this work? Not
along that part of the line, for the country is
a wilderness and unfit for settlement. It is
evident that in case of war with our neighbours this line could not be relied upon, and
would be a mere waste of money.
Let us see, however, if this line would give
us a route free at all times from obstacles. I
need not go over a new description of the
country which is traversed by chains of
mountains reaching a height of 2,000 feet,
forming numerous and enormous slopes. At
each snow storm the valleys would fill up and
render communication impossible. And how
many men and how many days would it take
to clear away these accumulations of snow?
Imagine the trains being stopped between
Halifax and the interior; and more than that,
fancy them being stopped with troops on
board. To what miseries will they not be
exposed in a wholly unsettled country. This
line has therefore nothing to commend it as a
strategic and military route.
Extract from Mr. Fleming's report, showing
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I have now to examine Major Robinson's
line. Starting from Rivière du Loup it runs to
Trois Pistoles, thence to Neigette, and follows
up the Matapedia Valley to Restigouche, and
after running along the river strikes New
Brunswick at a distance of about 187 miles
from Rivière du Loup. Following the right
bank of the Restigouche River for 12 miles, it
touches Dalhousie and crosses the Nipissiguit
River. From thence running in a south-westerly direction it crosses Miramichi River,
touches Moncton, near the Petitcodiac, and
thence into Nova Scotia, joining the Halifax
Railway to Truro. Let us examine if this line
answers the purposes of a military and
strategic route. At Rivière du Loup it is 30
miles distant from the United States frontier,
at Trois Pistoles 45 miles, at Matapedia 72
miles, and in New Brunswick the nearest
point is Indiantown, which is still 97 miles
distant from the frontier. Major Robinson's
route therefore answers admirably the requirements of a military route, by reason of
its distance from the United States frontier,
and protected as it is from attack by the
difficulty of approaching it through a mountainous and thickly wooded country.
Would this route, however, answer the other requirements of a military route, and be
open during the whole year, and above all
during winter? I unhesitatingly say yes, and
the more so since I have travelled over the
greater part of this route. This line will pass
through a comparatively level country, and
where observation has shown that snow
storms are of less frequent occurrence, and
even should these occur labourers will be
found at hand to remove the obstructions.
The better to understand the difficulties of
building both lines I will read from Mr
Fleming's and Major Robinson's reports, to
show that whilst Major Robinson's route is
very easy to build, it is almost impossible to
overcome the disadvantages of the Central
route.
the grades and slopes of No. 6 Central Line:

Level miles

Under
20 feet
per mile

From
20 to 30 feet
per mile

From
30 te 40 feet
per mile

From
40 te 50 feet
per mile

From
50 te 60 feet
per mile

From
60 te 70 feet
per mile

3
5
0.80
6.50
8.30
16.60
8.10
3.40

13.00
30.60
9.00
6.20
15.00
21.40
3.50
1.50

0.30
15.10
5.30
3.50
2.80
9.10
1.10
2.30

2.50
9.60
1.80
7.00
9.60
3.80

3.80
7.30
1.00
5.50
3.70
1.00
5.50
11.60

3.20
1.10
13.50
6.80
8.00
5.10
8.70

3.20
11.30
5.60
1.00

2.40

1.90
8.70
2.00
2.20
3.80
1.70
3.00
1.70

51.70

100.30

39.50

36.70

25.00

39.40

46.40

21.10

[Mr. Fortin (Gaspé)]

70 feet
per mile
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Extract from Major Robinson's report show- Quebec to Halifax, according to Capt. Hening the grades and slopes of his survey from derson, Royal Engineers:
Level and less
than 20 feet
per mile

From
20 to 40 feet
per mile

From
40 to 50 feet
per mile

From
60 to 70 feet
per mile

70 feet
per mile

439 miles

150 miles

23 miles

4 miles

None

These statements will show at a glance the
superiority of the Robinson line over the
Central. For the first 365 miles the grade is
under 70, only 4 miles of 60 to 70, and 19
miles from 50 to 60, whilst Mr. Fleming's
survey crosses on a length of 360, 10 miles,
21,00 miles, grade of 75 feet per mile; 46,40 of
60 to 70 feet, and 39,40 miles of 30 to 60.
However important are the above considerations, it must not be lost sight of that there
are some others equally important, namely
the interests of commerce and colonization,
and the fisheries, Let us examine how these
different interests can be better promoted by
the various lines. First, the Frontier route
being the shortest to the sea, could in time of
peace be more useful to the trade during
winter, than the others, should the American
authorities devise any obstacles to the transit
of goods, which we import via New York,
Boston and Portland. But as the closing of
these ports and the restrictions imposed on
our trade with the United States would undoubtedly be attended with further hostilities,
this route would then become useless, as
above stated. No merchant from Ontario or
Quebec would think of using it so long as the
United States routes are open to him, and if
war compelled him to adopt the Frontier
route, it would become useless, as single
bands can take and -destroy it. It would be of
some advantage to colonization, as it passes
through a partly settled, or cultivable, country along Lake Temiscouata and River St.
John; but for the development of our fisheries, it would be of no use whatever.
Then comes the Central route. For general
benefit it is less advantageous than the
Frontier route, being longer, and as to its
advantages to the trade they would be nil, as
it passes through an unsettled and barren
country. The same as regards colonization.
Major Robinson's route is shorter than No.
6 Central by 13 miles, and No. 5 by 34 miles,
and even shorter than the Frontier by 24
miles. And Halifax being the port which must
connect us with Rivière du Loup, it follows
that Major Robinson's line meets all the in-

tentions of the proposed Bill. The distance
between Rivière du Loup and Saint John is a
little shorter by the Central than by Major
Robinson's route; but as a railway would be
of use only in case the United States
authorities should close theirs, or during a
war, and as a matter of security products
would be then sent to Halifax, it follows that
Major Robinson's line would then be still
more advantageous. In a commercial point of
view, its advantages more than equal those of
the Frontier route, whilst they are far superior to the Central; the land on each side being
in great part settled, and for a distance of
15,20 and 30 miles on each side the soil is
fertile and fit for culture. This will be a great
source of support to this road, besides the
passenger traffic. Settlements will be formed
as on the line from Quebec to Rivière du Loup,
and everybody is aware of the large freight
and passenger traffic done by this road. As. a
colonization road Major Robinson's route
offers immense advantages to Canada. The
Peninsula of Gaspé is larger than several
European Kingdoms, and could keep and
maintain half a million of souls, if it was all
settled. But it is almost a desert for want of
means of communication. On the St. Lawrence, from Ste. Anne des Monts to Fox
River on an extent of country of more than
1,200 miles there are no highways, even no
footpaths, and travelling has to be done along
the beach. The mail to Gaspé is carried in
this manner by the courier once a week.
Everyone will understand how difficult and
irregular this service must be during the
winter. I hope, therefore, that the Government will see the necessity of opening this
route, which is to be of such importance to
the colonization, agriculture, and fisheries of
this part of the country. The selection of
Major Robinson's route is equally advantageous to New Brunswick as to Canada, as so
ably shown by the honourable members for
the Counties of Gloucester and Restigouche.
I now come to the benefits to be derived by
our fisheries from the building of an Intercolonial Railway. The Frontier route would
pass at a distance of not less than 100 to 200
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miles from the Gulf. The Central Lines, although nearer by some 30 miles, would be
almost as useless. Major Robinson's Line
passing at a distance of about 8 miles from
Father Point, could easily be connected with
this locality, so important to the navigation of
the St. Lawrence. The products of the fisheries of Restigouche could be collected there,
and from thence shipped to Canadian and
Western markets. It touches also at Campbellton, Dalhousie, and connects with Nipissiguit and Miramichi Rivers. These rivers
abound with salmon, and with Major Robinson's line it will become easy to export
them fresh to the different cities of the Dominion and to the United States. Now these
have to be pickled, or put in tins, thereby
losing their value, and consequently, for want
of communication with the great centres,
these fisheries could not attain the same
development as if there was an outlet for
their products. However, if our fluvial fisheries will benefit by the selection of Major
Robinson's route, what shall I say of our
inexhaustible maritime fisheries, with means
of communication, which will enable us to
send our products to all parts of this continent? We are now indebted to the United
States for our supply of fresh sea fish, for
which we pay high prices. Why not throw the
scale on our side? Would it not be a patriotic
and national idea? Dalhousie is only two
miles from Baie 'des Chaleurs; and I am not
afraid to say that at the mouth of this Bay,
on the neighbouring coast to Cape Gaspé on
the coast of New Brunswick, and on the bank
of Miscou are the finest cod fishing banks in
the world. Miscou bank may be compared to
the banks of Newfoundland by reason of the
large quantity of fish congregating there; and
although smaller than the banks of Newfoundland, the quantity of codfish caught
there every year is enormous. The herring
fishery of Baie des Chaleurs is so abundant
that the whole of the produce cannot be used
or exported. Mackerel, haddock, halibut, lobsters, oysters, are also found in great quantities; and when a railway connects Dalhousie
with other ports on the coast of New Brunswick, this traffic will attain immense proportions. I am perhaps going too far; I see as a
reality my most ardent wishes, and I see with
eyes of hope this Intercolonial route bringing
activity, progress, wealth, life in short, into
these localities, which for want of easy and
constant communications during summer and
only by intervals during winter, have not
attained the hundredth part of the state of
development of which they are susceptible.
[Mr. Fortin (Gaspé)]
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To show how great would be the advantages to our fisheries of a line touching at
Baie des Chaleurs, I will give a statement of
the products of our fisheries on the above
mentioned coasts.
COUNTY OF BONAVENTURE
The fishermen of this county have in 1866
caught the following quantities of fish:
pounds
2,322,250
Codfish .........................
Haddock .......................
88,500
Lung ...........
.......... .....
15,000
Mackerel .........................
5,600
Herring ........................
2,162,100
Smoked Herring .................
28,000
Halibut ............
..... ........
2,250
Salmon ..................
.......
106,318
Trout .............................
4,000
2,800
Cod tongues and sounds ........
Eels ............................
1,600
Total .......................

4,769,218

400,000
Herring used as manure ........
Capelin used as manure ........
1,455,400
Flat fish used as manure ........ .
320,000
Smelts used as manure ..........
200,000
Total ......................

. 2,375,400

COUNTY OF GASPE
Codfish .........................
23,903,250
Haddock ........................
418,000
Ling ...........................
38,250
Mackerel ............
...........
579,000
Herring ........................
1,563,600
Halibut .........................
73,600
Tunny ..........................
2,000
Salmon .........................
69,708
Trout ..........
.....
......... .
9,779
Eels .............................
12,000
Cod tongues and sounds ..... ...
58,273
Total .......................
COUNTY OF RIMOUSKI
Codfish .........................
Haddock ........................
Herring ........................
Sardines ........................
Halibut ........................
Salmon .........................
Eels and Trout ...............
Total .......................
Capelin used as manure ........ .

26,727,460
1,096,500
18,000
825,400
510,400
45,000
3,503
9,400
2,508,203
326,000
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Total for the three Counties .
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. 36,706,281 military and strategic work. If al these re-

To this amounit should be added th
fish caught on the coast of New
Brunswick, Baie des Chaleurs
and on the banks of Miscou
* 10,000,000

quirements be allowed due weight, I feel no
doubt of the choice being Major Robinson's
line. (Hear, hear and cheers.)
Hon. Charles Fisher-I feel some embarin rising to address the House at this
laie period o! the session, when there 15 50
important business to be disposed of,
and when members are anxious to return
home; but I have no alternative. I regret that
the local differences in New Brunswick
should be brought into this arena, as we
heard enough from our Nova Scotia friends
in the early part of the session, to warn us
against the effects of a similar exhibition on
our part. I entertain a strong opinion as to
the proper route for the railway; but I was
willing to abide the result of the survey, 50
satisfied am I that if an honest, thorough, and
impartial survey is made, the arrangements
in favour of the lime that I advocate will 50
preponderate in every respect that it will
vindicate itseif. I think very little good will be
derived from this discussion, as every one
will argue from his own stand point; but as
the question of route has been raised, i is
due to the constituency that I represent, and
to ail the interests on the southern side o!
New Brunwick, whose confidence I believe I
enjoy, to as large an extent as any other
nember of the Legisiature, to present their
views on the subject, and I have remained in
Ottawa another day for the purpose of addressing the House. I am no stranger to the
Intercolonial Railway. I have o!ten addressed
my own people upon the subject, and have
urged upon them its manifold advantages,
and that, great as would be the charge, it
would produce corresponding benefits. Long
before my learned friend !rom West Montreal
came to Canada, I had advocated its construction for the purpose o! developing the
vast resources of these United Provinces. I
imagine that I have done as much to promote
it as any two men in this House from New
Brunswick. I cannot understand why the
honourable member should have come from
his sick-bed to attack me, before I had
uttered a word on the subject. He stated that
I wanted the road to run through my garden.

_________rassment

46,706,281
_________much

Or 23,353 tons, (hear, hear).
These statistics show that large numbers of
valuable fish are used as manure: for want of
a market. Are not these large sources of
wealth, and would not the freig ht of these
products contribute to the mainte nance of a
Northen route? To this should be added the
freights of the products of Gaspe during winter, and of the supplies requir ed by the
fishernien. It would be the san e in New
Brunswick on the whole leng th of the
route. The advantages of Major Robinson's
route have been already ably ad vocated by
the representatives of that Provi nce.
The development of our fisher ies by the
adoption of this route, will, I repeat it, be
immense. The Gulf shores being i n communication with all parts of the c ountry, the
number of fishermen will be doubled, and
instead of 40,000 as now, we shall soon count
80,000 in the Dominion. These brave men,
trained to the hard labours of fishing, will
become defenders of the country in time of
danger. The advantages of Major Robinson's
route for this great work, which must cost
the country so many millions, are: immeasurably favourable to our fishing in dustry. The
Frontier and Central routes bri ng no such
advantages.
In an economical point of v iew, Major
Robinson's line speaks for itself . The estimates reach only $35,000, whilst the cost of
the others cannot be under $46,000 per route.
I have perhaps tried the indulg ence of the
House, but feeling so deep and special an
interest in the subject, I could not permit this
opportunity to pass without exp ressing my
sincere convictions in favour of wi hat seems to
me the most desirable route. And before
resuming my seat, I may add that I feel
Ifel
confident the present administ tato
ration will
make a wise selection, in accor d with the
views expressed by so many mem bers of this
House, both on the Ministerial and Opposition
sides. The country looks for a ch oice of that
line which will best promote Unior and develop our commercial, agricultural. and fishing
resources, whilst it advances colon ization, and
at the same time present advar tages as a

I can assure him that there is a railway being
built by the energy and enterprise of my
friends and constituents, as near my garden
as I could desire. Such is the territorial
extent of the county which I have the honour
of representing, that either o! the Intercolonial lines, except the Northern, wi pass
through it. As he referred to the remark I
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made relating to the effect of some of the
legislation upon the Maritime Provinces, I
can only state that I do not retract anything
that I have said upon the subject. I have full
faith in the Union, but it is very clear that
the Government is ignorant of the wants and
interests of our people, and their conduct will
alienate their friends. From some cause or
other it never contained a fair share of popular influence in the Lower Provinces, and the
recent votes have proved that it does not
enjoy the sympathy of any portion of them in
this House. I voted last night for the motion
of my honourable friend from Hochelaga because I believe that so important a question,
involving so much money, should not be
decided without an appeal to the judgment of
Parliament. So far from this cause violating
any constitutional principle, it is in strict
accordance with the practice of the constitution, as the Government after having agreed
upon the route would be compelled to submit
it as a part of their policy; and if, sustained
by the weight of their influence, it could not
stand the scrutiny it was an evidence that it
ought not to be adopted. A vote of non-confidence after a wrong selection would not repair the evil. My learned friend from Brome
has disposed of the whole question with the
dash of a pen. He said if you want the Une
that has easy grades, and can be built cheaply, the Northern must be selected: if the
honourable member manages the finances of
Quebec after this fashion, he will soon make
shipwreck of his Government. If you prefer
the longest, the most expensive and the least
productive line, then by all means build the
Northern; but do not flatter yourselves with
the belief, that it will command much of the
travel and traffic of New Brunswick, or even
of Ontario or Quebec. The honourable member for Gloucester stated that he was as
much in earnest about the Northern line as
any member from Quebec; to say the least,
that was a very ambiguous statement, and I
think it might be difficult to ascertain how
much support the honourable member was
prepared to give it, for it does so happen that
some of the most powerful arguments urged
against the adoption of that line, both in the
press and otherwise, were employed by him.
He reminded me of a gentleman who took a
prominent part in Canadian affairs in Lord
Metcalf's time. You all remember the event
of the Parliament which was called after the
resignation
of
Messrs.
Baldwin
and
LaFontaine, what extraordinary things were
done, and how much after the manner of the
other side of the line, they settled contested
[Mr. Fisher (York, N.B.)]
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elections, and preserved a small majority,
upon the principle that might controls right.
A member who distinguished himself in those
days exercised his action on the plea that
every public man had three consciences, one
was the real moral sense, that which was
influenced by morality and the higher principles of Christianity, and one was his political
conscience, and he, too, like all neophites who
have been suddenly converted to any new
faith, was exceedingly zealous in propagating
the dogmas he has espoused. Major Robinson's survey has been referred to, but we
should bear in mind that when that survey
was made, there was existing an entirely different state of things. The British Government
was expected to build the line, and the different Provinces only to contribute according to
their means, and the costs and paying character of the work were not of much prominence, as the great burden of the expense
would devolve upon the Imperial Government. Now that we are to build it, other
considerations must enter into the question.
The debt of the Dominion would not be
carried beyond a certain amount without resorting to taxation too burdensome to be
borne; we are therefore compelled to make
the railway and every other public work we
construct, which increases our indebtedness,
as reproductive as we can. It might even
havc been politic to contribute a sum annually for a limited period, twenty years say, as
was then proposed, to secure a line of railway
in a part of the Dominion least likely to have
it, if left to the energy of the people, or the
remunerative character of the road; but now
that the whole expense will fall upon ourselves, we must bear in mind that every
additional burden increases the tariff, and
renders the approach to the principles of free
trade more difficult. Other than military considerations must enter into this question. The
commercial and economical aspects are the
more important now; even for military purposes, notwithstanding all that has been said
about the Frontier Line, General Eyre, a
Britsh oficer, has given his opinion that a
Frontier Line by the Valley of Saint John,
from the Grand Falls down, is the best. I do
not propose to takze that line, but a Central,
which will run at its nearest point as far
from the boundary of Maine as the Grand
Trunk at Rivière du Loup. While I am inclined to respect the prejudices of those who
are influenced in some degree by the military
view of the question, I wish to state as I did
in moving the Address in reply to the Speech,
that I am not in favour of a large expenditure for military purposes. I would maintain
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an efficient military organization, and incur
such a moderate expenditure as would be
satisfactory to the British Government, and
assure them that we are alive to our responsibilities and ready and willing to do our
duty as good subjects of the Queen; this will
be sufficient even for appearance sake. I am
not one of those who are influenced by a
craven fear of our country, I do not agree
with those who say it cannot be defended.
Our fathers defended it, and maintained their
position when we were a very small people,
and our resources limited. I believe their
sons will never forget that they are freemen,
and if the time of trial should ever come, will
prove that they are worthy of their sires. I
have no idea of holding this Canada of ours
upon sufferance. Let us respect ourselves, and
we will be respected. If any difficulty should
occur with our neighbours, I think our people
can give a good account of themselves, but
they are under heavy bonds to keep the
peace, from their enormous debt, and as they
are the same kith and kin with ourselves, I
believe the rivalry will not be hereafter in
arms, but in the peaceful triumphs of
civilization and of progress. If we have ten
years of peace and development, we shall
become a great power in the earth, and we
require our means for the purpose of improving our country, and making it fit to live in
and worth defending. Better construct the
Intercolonial Railway without the guarantee,
where from the cost of the work, the character of the country it traverses, and the business it will command, it will be to a certain
extent reproductive; than with the guarantee
on a line which from its cost, length, and
position, will not pay working expenses; such
a work would hang like a millstone round our
necks forever. We have one monument of
folly in old Canada; these buildings; do not
let new Canada erect another. The Imperial
Government have admitted the altered state
of things, for in the former proposal to aid it,
it was stipulated that they should select the
route. But by the present arrangement the
line is to be selected by the Government of
Canada, and approved of by the Secretary of
State. Few railways in this new country
would pay the interest of the money invested
in their construction, but it is desirable that
the Intercolonial should be made as productive as possible. In the book, which my honourable friend from Charlotte said was inspired
by the Minister of Marine, some extraordinary arguments are put forward; that any
line running near the frontier or on the south
side of New Brunswick, would derive a certain amount of business from Maine, and was

in that respect objectionable. What do the
men of Ontario say to that? You have always
evinced a great desire to have your canals
enlarged and improved; the expense of this
work is greatly exaggerated in the Maritime
Provinces, and I always expressed myself
favourable to this improvement, so soon as it
could be prudently done. I know you do not
desire it for the mere purpose of providing
for the growing wants of Western Canada,
but as there are half a dozen States on your
border, you expect to draw the traffic of these
States down through Canada to the Ocean.
and you will not enquire whether a barrel of
flour, or a bushel of corn, comes from Michigan or Canada: you will gladly receive the
toll from any source, unquestionably this is
the policy which has influenced the Government in dealing with that question in the
past. The author of this book, recognizing the
difficulty of building the Northern Line, in
consequence of the expense, and the hopelessness of any line contributing towards its
support, that did not make Saint John its
winter port, has suggested what he called a
Northern Central. If it is necessary to secure
the harbour of Saint John for the first winter
port of Canada, common sense teaches what
future experience will every day prove, that
the necessities of commerce will seek the
shortest road to that port; and if the
Intercolonial takes a circuit route, through a
poor and slowly improving country, the trade
and travel of Canada will flow down to that
port through the American and other roads,
which are now being constructed. The North
Central, so-called, is simply an absurdity, it
takes the course of the true North Line until
it gets within a few miles of Newcastle, on
the Miramichi River, and then instead of
following by the shortest line towards Halifax, via Moncton, through Kent, the only
remaining Northern country, it makes a long
detour through part of the counties of
Queen's and King's to the Apohaqui-the
point where a Central Line would strike.
Why this should be called Central I know
not, except that it adopts the Central terminus, for in no part does it run through the
centre of the Province. I have heard the
selection of the site for the Seat of Government so often thrown upon the British
Government, that I hope no attempt will be
made to impute to them any mistakes which
may occur in this matter. I have no doubt
that any line the Government of Canada
selects will be approved, as the Imperial
authorities have no other object but our
good; we have often experienced their
munificence, and witnessed their magnanimi-
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ty. I have at different periods of time, had
communication with the Imperial Government upon the subject. In 1858, in company
with Messrs. Smith, Cartier, Galt, Ross,
Tupper, Henry and Dickey, I had frequent
interviews with the Colonial Secretary and
am satisfied that they care very little about
the line. If they have any preference at all I
incline to the opinion that it is for the Central, and this probably is the reason why it is
attempted to give a Northern Line that designation. No Colonial Minister ever entered
more zealously into this question of the Intercolonial Railway than the late Duke of
Newcastle; and I understand that he stated
that though he himself saw no objection to a
line running along the border, he thought
from prudential motives, and to meet the
objection and prejudices of some, it would be
the safest course to adopt a Central Line,
which should preserve a distance of fifteen
miles from the American boundary. What
Ontario and Quebec require, is the shortest
route to the ocean for the heavy productions.
Halifax from being the foreland, the nearest
point to the Old World on the great Atlantic
ferry, must always command the passenger
travel and certain light freight. The only
ports open in winter are Saint John, Saint
Andrews, and L'Etang, and the harbours on
the Bay of Fundy. If the Intercolonial Railway does not offer to the western part of the
Dominion the shortest outlet to these parts, it
never could command their traffic. The roads
in progress, and other lines and extensions
connecting them with the west would be
constructed, and perform the real function
that the Intercolonial is intended to discharge. If the men of the west can make up
their minds, that the Dominion can afford to
throw away millions upon a line which will
be expensive to build, difficult to keep, (from
the nature of the country it traverses) and
not likely to command much traffic, the
Northern will enable them to do so. If on the
other hand, they want to save all the money
they can, then build the best central line
through the country most fitted for agricultural purposes, in the most progressive part
of New Brunswick, where from the settlements, and the connections of other lines, it
will be easier maintained, and produce more
revenue. I have heard it stated in this House,
by different gentlemen, that this Dominion is
about to expend a large sum in the construction of this road, for the sole benefit of New
Brunswick, as if some great favour was about
to be conferred upon us. If you select the
Northern Line, two-thirds of the people will
[Mr. Fisher (York, N.B.)]
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never use it. You know that the Union was
sought for by the statesmen of Canada, and I
think wisely, to give you what my friend, the
Minister of Militia calls the Maritime element. There was a time, when you were
afraid that the United States authorities
would abolish the bonding system, and deprive your merchants and corn growers of
the means of transit over their railways. If
such an event should occur in the winter
time, Ontario and Quebec would be completely land-locked. It is to make these Provinces
independent of the effect of such action that
this railway is to be built. Its construction
will prevent such a state of things arising, for
if the productions of the West were driven
from the American roads by fiscal regulations, they would be transported on the Intercolonial Railway, the very existence of
which would prevent the occurrence. I was a
member of the New Brunswick Assembly and
well remember when Major Robinson's survey was made. The late George Young, of
Halifax, visited the different Provinces to
induce the Legislatures to unite in procuring
it. Major Robinson was appointed by the
British Government, and made a complete
exploration and survey of the Northern Line,
and stated that he could not find a centre
line, though he admitted the desirableness of
it, but said that from necessity, he was compelled to allopt the Bay of Chaleur route, as
the different attempts to get through the
centre ended in what he called a cul-de-sac.
The only attempts he made were from the
previous knowledge of the country, least likely to succeed, as the descent into the Valley
of the Tobique was then the most sudden.
Mr. Wilkinson, one of the engineers, contended that if he had been allowed time to
explore the country, a good Central line could
be found, and that Major Robinson might
have known that his experiments were made
in the wrong place. The lumberers, also acquainted with the country, asserted that there
would be no difficulty whatever in finding
such a line; subsequent researches have
proved the correctness of these opinions. Mr.
Baillie, the Surveyor-General, and an English
engineer, who had full information as to the
country, suggested a central route by the
Valley of the Keswick as being the shortest,
and possessing more advantages than any
other. Mr. Fleming had no difficulty in
finding several central lines, but he stated
"that his survey could not be considered more
than a mere exploration, the means at his
disposal, with the short time allowed for the
service, rendered it impossible to accomplish
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more than a rough and rapid survey, in all
probability not the best." He says that he has
no doubt that by a further survey he can
shorten the distance some thirty miles. Mr.
Light also explored a Central Line. It would
be impossible for a person not acquainted
with the country, to form an accurate estimate of the relative fitness and cost of the
different lines, without a thorough survey of
the whole country, and it would be sound
policy to make it before determining the
route, as the improper location of a few miles
would defray the expense of a season survey.
Each line should be examined by the same
engineer, and the expense of each computed.
The honourable member for Gloucester,
has read extracts from Fleming's report to
show the height of land in that part of the
Central Route, which lies in the upper part of
New Brunswick, but has omitted to read in
the same connection that he had stated "that
the mountain ranges are separated by low
lying water channels, which may be mentioned: Lake Temiscouata, River Toledi,
Squattie Lake, besides branches of Green
River; several of these do not exceed five
hundred feet above the sea line." Major
Robinson requires fourteen bridges to cross
the Matapedia River, from 120 to 150 yards
each. Fleming is of the opinion that the
number can be greatly reduced, but he proposes some very expensive work instead.
Major Robinson says, "from the St. Lawrence
to the Restigouche is a vast tract of high
land, intersected in every direction by deep
valleys and vast ravines. Height of land, full
of lakes and the mountain ranges rise to a
great elevation. The only available valley is
the Matapedia for the distance of 70 miles.
Rock formation nearly all slate. Generally
speaking it is unfit for cultivation, and of a
gravely, rocky soi." At one point he states
that "the river turns almost at right angles,
shut in by rocky precipices, 150 feet high at
the south. For 35 miles from the Forks to the
Restigouche, the river flows through a rocky
gorge, with many twists and windings between the banks, varying from 800 to 1,000
feet in height. These in many places are very
precipitous and rise immediately from the
river edge, but frequently there is a narrow
margin favourably situated for a railway." In
another place after describing the valley of
the Matapedia, he says "twenty miles of the
valley will prove expensive, but the grades
will be easy." I may observe that easy grades
can be had in any country, if money enough
is expended. "At Lewis rocks, fifty-eight miles
from Matapedia, it will be necessary either to

divert the river or form a tunnel 1,300 feet.
The work is unusually heavy." I have not
tirne to enumerate the miles of expensive
bridges necessary to cross all the rivers on
which the North Line must run, but as a
sample I give you the Miramichi, which is
only 2,000 feet long. I will not detain the
House with extracts from the reports, but
will refer to a book which you can all examine at any time-the book of nature. You all
know that where a country is full of rivers
and lakes, as is the case in New Brunswick,
there will be no difficulty in finding a favourable line of railway, and you likewise know
that the line which passes close to the sea
and near the mouths of great rivers, must be
more expensive to build than one which
crosses these rivers at their sources. The first
24 miles of Trois Pistoles is common to all
lines. From that point a Central Line by the
valley of the Keswick, and extending to the
Apohaqui, on the European and North
American Railway, offers the most advantages in every respect. It runs nearest to the
direct air line on the eastern side of the Saint
John. It is the shortest and will cost the least.
It will pass through the best land and the
most progressive part of New Brunswick;
through a country rapidly filling up with people, where there is abundant water power,
gypsum, limestone, iron and coal. From Trois
Pistoles to Green River, passing the Squattie
Lake, a distance of above 66 miles, the grades
are generally described as easy and the country fit for settlement. Mr. Lawson says "the
country generally has been lumbered over,
there are no heavy pine or spruce. It is well
watered, most of it eligible for settlement. In
no part did I meet with bad land, in many
places soil superior to the land settled near
Trois Pistoles. From Green River to the
mouth of the Nashwack there is a parallelogram of about 35 miles by 150, containing
from two to three millions of acres of land of
the finest quality, the very garden of New
Brunswick. Fleming says, judging from the
portion cleared on the lower part of the
Keswick Valley, the soil must be of a superior quality. This part of the Province is settling rapidly. It is full of small rivers and
streams, upon which there is much interest,
and the high land is generally covered with a
growth of fine hard wood, rock maple, and
the like, with swales in which are butternut
and hemlock. From Green River to the Tobique is a magnificent country-settlements
are forming in all directions on the streams
which run into the St. John and Tobique. It
crosses the Tobique about 40 miles from its
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mouth, and 20 miles below navigation by
Durham boats. This is a noble river, supplied
with numerous tributaries; it is skirted with
intervales, some of which extend a mile from
the shore, and has also extensive quarries of
fine gypsum. The line in its progress to the
head of the Keswick can be connected with
the Frontier Line at Woodstock, by a branch
of about 25 miles, and a bridge across the
River St. John, which has been provided for.
This opens up direct communication to St.
John, St. Andrew, and St. Stephen-terminus
of the Railway. As an evidence of the rapidity with which the country is settling, I may
mention that in the Northeast part of
Carleton, lying midway between the Tobique
and Keswick, where seven years ago there
was not an inhabitant, there are now five
hundred families, with five buildings, neat
places of worship and good school houses.
From the Tobique to the north branch of the
Miramichi, passing the head of the Nashwack
to the Keswick, the line follows the valley of
that stream to the Saint John. In a large
portion of the country the settlements extend
tier upon tier, to the distance of twenty-five
miles from the river, and they are rapidly
uniting. The grades through a great part of
this section are easy, though it contains the
portions in which they are the heaviest. The
line can be connected with Saint John by
western extension, by a few miles of railway
and a bridge across the river near Fredericton, and would form the shortest road to the
ocean nearest to the air line. Until a bridge is
erected the river can easily be crossed on ice
in winter, or by two good steamboats, which
constantly ply while the navigation is open.
From the Nashwaak to the Apohaqui, 81
miles, the country is generally settled; the
soil is good, except over the coal fields; the
line passes over the navigable waters of the
Grand Lake, a sheet of water about 23 miles
long by 6 wide, surrounded with good farm
and milling establishments, where steamers
ply betwixt it and the City of Saint John,
while the river is open near this point it
passes over the extensive coal fields of that
region. In this section the grades are easy.
Assuming that the survey does not shorten
the distance, lessen the grades, and improve
the character of the line, generally, which is
not at all probable, it offers advantages far
beyond any other. Even now the grades generally speaking are favourable, the highest are
not greater than between Truro and Halifax,
the last sixty miles of the whole line, and
they only occur in particular spots, where
more power can easily be applied by station[Mr. Fisher (York, N.B.)]
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ing additional engines on parts of the line.
The author of the book urges that the line
run for some miles from Trois Pistoles to
near the American boundary, although it
maintained a greater distance than the Grand
Trunk at Rivière du Loup, because the land
near the Rivière du Loup is poor, and the
land along this part of the lines was good and
would soon be inhabited. No doubt, the general excellence of the soil through which the
road passes is one of the advantages it
possessed, but as it draws towards the boundary it has the River St. John between it, and
at the Grand Falls, where the nearest approach is desirable, the river is impassable.
The most amusing part of this book relates to
the snow, which is said to be always less near
the seacoast, as it is influenced by the action
of the sea. I suppose that the author forgets
that his coast is all frozen up in the winter.
Upon the same principle it may be said that
there is more snow in New York than in
Bangor. I am informed that the Northern
Line will not only be subject to snow, but as
it approaches the coast, the drifts are very
frequent and will be very heavy and deep.
He must have been reading Mr. de Rosa's
report. This gentleman appears to have been
in the employ of the Governnent; and perhaps is now; he was sent down to the lower
counties on the Saint Lawrence to make
enquiries, as to teams and men, and he indulges in some very grave reflections regarding this line. He says "it is the Southern
removed a little farther from the Frontier,
not sufficiently so." He appears never to have
been in that part of the Province-but thinks
that the country is full of gorges, and uninhabited, and that unless men were employed
for the purpose, a train might be detained in
the snow until the passengers perished from
the want of assistance or provisions. If he
will travel down through that country, he
will find that even now, there would be no
fear of any such difficulty as he anticipates,
and by the time the road was completed it
would be lined with inhabitants. It was said
by the same authority, that the Northern
Line would develop the fisheries. I imagine,
that in the fishing season, the sea and river
offer the best method of promoting that interest; and the winter, when the railway could
be called into action is not the time for
development. It is said that the Northern
Line will largely benefit Gaspé, Bonaventure,
and Rimouski. How it will benefit Gaspé
much, which is so far removed from it I do
not understand. It is true that it will pass
through a small portion of Rimouski and
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Bonaventure, but if settlers cannot be found
in that portion of Canada to buy the land at
thirty cents an acre, the price for the surveyed land, it will require something more
than a railway to settle it, unless by some
new process it can carry a quantity of alluvion to render the soil productive. My friend
from Restigouche made some very extraordinary remarks relative to myself and the
member for Carleton. I have not spoken on
the subject until to-day, and the discussion
has now been forced upon me. You might
suppose that we were disposed to do injustice
to the North because we are opposed
to the Northern Route. The first line of railway constructed in New Brunswick, was from
the Harbour of St. Andrew's to the neighbourhood of Woodstock. Shortly after the
Ashburton Treaty, John Wilson, Esq., an
enterprising merchant of Charlotte, suggested
a line from St. Andrew's to Quebec, of which
this forms the first link. By great exertions
and energy on the part of the people of
Charlotte, this portion of the line was built,
mostly by English capital. The Province took
50,000 pounds in stock, and gave the company
a large grant of land along the line. Nearly
twenty years since there was a great excitement in St. John, and in some other parts of
the Province to build a road from the Harbour of St. John to Shediac. It was urged that
it would develop the trade of the North,
particularly the fisheries, and would be productive of great benefits. I believed it to be a
delusion, and succeeded in defeating it when
first proposed. I urged that the better course
was to run towards Canada direct, that the
growth of the North in population and trade
had been much slower than the South, and
that notwithstanding the railway, the relative
proportions would continue. I derived my
information then, as now, from the census
and other reliable sources. In two or three
years after this, Mr. Jackson came to the
Province, and in the excitement a company
was organized to build the road. The Province got involved in it, and when I was called
upon to undertake the leadership of the
Government a few years after, I was compelled to go on and finish the work, or lose
what we had contributed. I then asked my
friend, who does not sit far from me, and
who was an advocate of the road, what he
thought it would pay in ten years-he said
three per cent. I said if it paid that, I should
be satisfied, and we could go on and build
more. Seven years have elapsed, and it has
not paid one per cent. Ever since it has been
built we have been compelled to pay large

subsidies for steamers, to connect the
Northern ports with it, so little has their
trade and enterprise done towards it, though
we had expended a million sterling in making
the road to develop the trade, and also the
fisheries. Had this money been expended, as I
proposed, in extending the line towards
Canada, by this time the enterprise of the
people would have carried it to within a short
distance of the Rivière du Loup, and the
Intercolonial would have been a fixed fact.
The railroads on the south, to which my
friend refers, are being built in this way.
When he was a member of the government,
and whilst I was not, and the member for
Carleton not in the Legislature, an Act was
passed, which gave a subsidy of $10,000 per
mile to certain railways on the south, and on
the east and north; one from Saint John to
connect with the road to Bangor, this road is
now building, and will be completed in less
than two years; a branch to Saint Stephen,
which is completed and in operation; a road
to Woodstock, this will be in operation by the
end of the month; a branch to Fredericton,
which is all under contract, and the work
proceeding, it will be completed during the
next season. The roads on the south side of
the Province are being built by the energy
and enterprise of the people. They have
formed companies, and have taken stock, and
the localities have taxed themselves to provide large aid to induce enterprising men to
undertake the work. Here are 130 miles of
new railway, besides the 90 miles of the old
Saint Andrew's Road, which will help to
contribute to the Intercolonial. If in an evil
hour the wrong line is selected, the same
energy that has constructed these will by
extension, or otherwise, do a large share of
the business that road should do. The same
Act gave a large subsidy to build a road of
nearly 50 miles, from Moncton to the frontier,
for the benefit of east and north, which is
under contract, and should form part of the
Intercolonial; and a like subsidy to make a
road from the European and North American
to Miramichi. If our friends on that side of
the Province had displayed as much zeal in
this way as the south, they would have been
in the same condition. They saw very little
prospect of return, for the road from the
nature of the country it would traverse, and
have folded their arms in the hope that they
could induce the building of the Intercolonial
there. If it takes this central route, the subsidy will enable them to secure the connection
with that line, if they will tax themselves as
we have done. It is no fault of mine that my
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friend's County of Restigouche only increased
less than 15 per cent in the last decennial
period, while Carleton on the other side increased nearly 80; that large numbers of families are leaving his County, while they are
continually flowing into Carleton and the country through which the Central Line will run. I
am not to blame because the land through the
north after you leave Restigouche is superior
to that lying along the Central (Mr. Johnson,
you never were in the north) I have been in
Northumberland. I am not giving my opinion,
my authority is Professor Johnson-who has
appended a geological map of the entire
country to his book, and much of that in the
north is inferior to our second quality of
land. Refer to the census and you will see
how, not only in population bas the relative
increase been so much greater, but in all
agricultural and other productions, and in
everything that gives evidence of a progressive people. Major Robinson's estimate of the
cost bas been referred to. He never made any
reliable estimation by measurement and fair
arithmetical computation, or by a computation of the actual cost of work to be done and
the materials required. In order to fix an
amount per mile, he averaged the cost of the
Massachusetts roads, which was 7,980 pounds
sterling per mile, but he says the iron cost
seven pounds sterling more per ton than in
England, where that for the Intercolonial
would be purchased, and he made his estimate 7,874 pounds sterling. The different
roads in Massachusetts cannot compare with
the road Fleming proposed to build, because
he intended to elevate it through its whole
length by an embankment to avoid the snow
which would add 400 pounds sterling per
mile, besides other extra and expensive work
to make a first-class road. He also states the
average cost of the Grand Trunk from
Montreal to Portland at 5,089 pounds sterling
per mile, while it actually cost over 8,000
pounds sterling. He says the Massachusetts
climate is similar to that of Halifax and
Quebec, while in truth it is much milder.
Fleming's estimates appear to be very high,
but whatever they are his principle must be
applied to the North as well as the Central,
and when all the bridges required on the
North are included, it will turn out to be
rather an expensive affair. Fleming made
allowance for curves not included in Major
Robinson's estimate. If the centre line is
selected it can be built within the three
millions sterling; the way the road is spoken
of here does not commend itself to my mind,
many persons seem to think it necessary to
[Mr. Fisher (York, N.B.)]
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squander some millions on this work more
than I think is required. I am a little alarmed
at the feeling, I think, I notice in regard to
the work; there appears to be an idea pervading men's mind that a very large sum is
to be expended and a great many persons
are in some way to get well paid out of
it. It is true that the interest on three millions
will be lessened by the guarantee, but the
principal money to be paid is all the same,
and if from political folly, or bad management, it cost more, the additional debt will
pay the full rate of interest. As the debt
increases, the burden of the interest will
increase, and taxation in proportion. In my
opinion, we should economize where we can
to avoid the demand for new taxes, and get
rid of some of the old ones if possible. I have
said nothing as to the mode proposed of
constructing the work: I hope before it is too
late, that the attention of the House, and the
public opinion of the Dominion, will be
turned to this subject. The most commanding
question we have to deal with and the most
dangerous, being a great money power. I
hope that the Government will not be led
away by extravagant and visionary engineers,
at the expense of the tax payers of Canada.
The road building from Saint John to Maine
is a gauge of five feet six inches, and to be a
first class road, forming part of the European
and North American, the great highway of
the nation, to connect with the American and
Canadian roads. It has been let to a contractor, who engages to construct without rolling
stock or stations, ready for the locomotive,
for $22,000 per mile, including land damages
and engineering; he has sub-let the whole at a
considerable profit to a number of solvent
parties, who each expect to make money, and
are carrying on the work rapidly. The first
thirty-five miles of the Une are very heavy,
and the whole line cannot differ much from
the Central, but suppose that it does add $3,000
per mile, to include the embankments, making
$25,000 per mile in ail. The land damages are
about the same on both. Six thousand dollars
more should be enough for rolling stock and
stations. I have had no time to think of the
method in which it is proposed to do the
work; I had supposed that it could be done
by the Board of Works, and I have heard
nothing to prove the contrary; perhaps the
mode proposed is the best, but if we are to
have 18 expensive departments, and some of
them with apparently little to do, and when
any real work is to be done, instead of
remitting it to the proper department,
create a new one, with extensive and
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expensive machinery, it may be prudent in
the interests of the people to turn aside and
enquire into the state of the Dominion, with a
view to a more economical system. By the
Keswick Valley route the distance from Rivière du Loup to Saint John will be 1180
miles, of which 343 are to be built, and to
Halifax 572, of which 452 are to be built.
Every line strikes the European and North
American Railway at some point, which requires 109 miles to be constructed by the
Intercolonial, to connect Moncton on that line
with Truro. Rivière du Loup will be connected with the Frontier Line at Woodstock,
through this line, by 200 miles of new railway, and then the connection would be complete to St. Stephen, St. Andrew and Saint
John, and with Halifax by the European and
North American. Rivière du Loup can be
connected with the so-called western extension by constructing 260 miles and a bridge;
this would make the whole distance to Saint
John 526, and to Halifax 592. It should not be
forgotten that there is every probability that
thirty miles of the upper part of the line can
be saved, shortening the distance and reducing the amount required to be constructed.
The Northern Line from Rivière du Loup to
Saint John is 486 miles, of which 390 are to
be built; and to Halifax 580 miles, of which
499 are to be constructed. I have not referred
to the North Central, so-called. If it should be
determined to take the shortest line to
Halifax and ignore Saint John and the great
interests of New Brunswick, there is a manly
and straightforward way of doing it, either
by adopting the Northern Line circuitous as it
is, with its expensive bridges; or the Central
direct to Moncton instead of Apohaqui, this
would shorten the distances. But to follow
all the crooks and turns of a tortuous line
over all the rivers, and then when it arrives
at Indian Town on the Miramichi, instead of
passing directly through Kent to Moncton, it
diverges toward the River Saint John, requiring the road to follow two sides of a triangle
instead of the base. The distance by this line
to Saint John is 424 miles of which 387 are to
be built, and to Halifax 616 with 490 to be
built. I observe that great efforts are being
made to prejudice the public mind on the
question of the route, and it does not require
much discernment to perceive the moving
principle in all this; but if there is an honest
and thorough survey, and estimate of expense
of each line made, upon principles applicable
to each, I have no fear of the result; it will
be found that the Central Line can be constructed for some millions of dollars less than

the Northern. Assuming that a Central Line
will be selected, it being the shortest, the
least expensive, and that which will open up
the largest extent of country for settlement, I
prefer the line by the Valley of the Keswick
to Apohaqui, which I have described, because
though it is a few miles longer to Halifax
than by Moncton, it shortens the distance to
Saint John, but there are six miles less to be
built. Giving hind force to every military
prejudice, which I do not value myself, it
preserves in the upper part of New Brunswick, where it approaches nearest to the
boundary, is sufficient distance to prevent any
objection on that score. From the partial
survey made, the grades are generally favourable, and I believe when it is thoroughly
surveyed, it will be found equal to any other
line in that respect, so iuch of the country is
a dead level. It should not be forgotten that
Major Robinson was nearly three years surveying the Northern Line, and has not furnished any reliable data upon which to construct the road. Fleming was only occupied a
few months. It can be connected by branches
with all the roads now in course of construction, and thereby give to Ontario and Quebec
several other short avenues to the sea; and if
the Northern Route is chosen, these railways
will by extension to the American roads, and
otherwise command much of the trade which
the Intercolonial should enjoy. The location
of the line is such that it can be built upon
the best terms; the whole country from
Apohaqui to the Temiscouata is well supplied
with horses, oxen, teams, and all other things
required for such a work, and it is approachable by water and by roads at short intervals
all along that portion of the line. I have
not discussed any of the advantages of the
Intercolonial Railway, because it is part of
the compact of Union, and is provided by the
Act of Parliament. I have always regarded it
as a link in the great chain of communication which is to unite the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and its extension will be a means of
developing the resources of the North-West
and Rupert's Land, which we were discussing
a few days since.
Hon. Mr. Johnson followed, speaking in
favour of the northern route, and was interrupted by the arrival of six o'clock.
SUPPLIES-PROMISSORY NOTES
Afier the recess,
The supply Bill was read a third time and
passed; also the Bill to impose duties on
promissory notes and bills of exchange.

