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The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

After routine,
On motion of the Hon. Mr. Tessier, a Bill

entitled "an Act to continue the charter of La
Banque Nationale and to provide for the in-
crease of its capital stock," was postponed
until this day week.

Hon. Mr. Campbell moved the second read-
ing of the Bill entitled "an Act respecting the
Treaty between Her Majesty and the United
States of America, for the apprehension and
surrender of certain offenders."

Hon. Mr. Campbell having briefly explained
the objects of the bill, it was read a second
time, and ordered to be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole House on Tuesday next.

The Speaker announced a message from the
House of Commons, with a Bill entitled "An
Act to define the privileges, immunities and
powers of the Senate and House of Commons,
and to give summary protection to persons
employed in the publication of parliamentary
papers,"-read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Campbell moved the second read-
ing of the Bill entitled-"an Act to provide for
oaths to witnesses being administered in cer-
tain cases, for the purpose of either Houses of
Parliament," and said this was a Bill to give
the Houses of Parliament power to examine
witnesses in certain cases under oath, and to
give the Clerk of the House power to admin-
ister such oath, in order that the House may
be able to proceed with Divorce Bills, in the
same way in which the Legislative Council of
Canada did in past years. When the Whiteaves
Divorce Bill was before them, members would
naturally desire to have witnesses examined,
and without a bill of this kind was passed,
they would have no power to examine the
witnesses under oath.

Report on Contingent Accounts.

Hon. Mr. Seymour moved the adoption of
the fifth report of the Select Committee on
Contingent Accounts as amended, and said he
would explain the matter very briefily as it
now stood before the Senate. At the time of
the Union of Upper and Lower Canada in
1841 the Rev. Dr. Adamson was appointed by
the Executive Government as Chaplain of the

Legislative Council at a salary of two hundred
pounds a year; Dr. Adamson then was Rector
of a Parish in Upper Canada. After the remov-
al of the seat of Governnent to Lower
Canada Dr. Adamson resigned his living in
the country, and removed to the seat of
Government. Very shortly after he was ap-
pointed joint Librarian. As the question of
appointing a successor to the present Chaplain
is likely to arise he would refer to the pro-
ceedings at that time in relation to this case. A
committee was appointed for the organization
of the officers of the House at that time, and
they made a report which Hon. Mr. Seymour
read and went on to say that the committee at
that time did not appear to consider that the
Executive Government had the authority to
make the appointment. The salary was fixed
at £100, but notwithstanding this sum was
fixed by the House, £200 was paid by war-
rant. After Dr. Adamson was appointed Li-
brarian the salary was increased by the Leg-
islative Council of Canada to £500 a year,
and it has been further increased from time to
time, until it reached £600 a year, which is the
existing salary of the Chaplain and Librari-
an. In 1864 a committee was appointed, who
undertook to revise the salaries of the officers
and employees of the House, and that commit-
tee recommended that in the event of a va-
cancy occurring in the office of Librarian, no
successor should be appointed, as one Librari-
an was considered sufficient, but it was the
opinion of the committee that they should not
interfere with present incumbents. The gen-
tlemen composing the present committee were
desirous that the report of that committee
should be adhered to as nearly as possible, but
as the case of Dr. Adamson was considered an
especial case, it was considered he should not
be left out in the same category as the other
officers who were not appointed, but he should
be retained as Chaplain and Librarian at £500
a year. At that time it was supposed that the
appointment of chaplain had been made by
the Crown, but it seems that was not the case.
It is now proposed by this report that Dr.
Adamson should be allowed to retire upon the
same terms as other officers who were not re-
appointed. By this the large annual salary of
Librarian will be saved, and if another Chap-
lain is appointed the salary need not be more
than two or three hundred dollars a year.
Taking all these matters into consideration, he
thought the House should adopt the report.

Hon. Mr. Miller would like to know by what
right or authority any of the members of this
House assume that we have the power to
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