
SENATE DEBATES

THE SENATE

Monday, March 30, 1868.

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. Campbell the
time 'limited for receiving petitions for Private
Bils; also for presenting Private Bills, and for
receiving reports of any Standing or Select
Committee on a Private Bill, was extended to
20th April next.

A "return" of the Northern Railway Com-
pany, made up to the 31st Dec., 1867, was laid
on the table. Also-a number of petitions
were brought up and laid on the table.

The Hon. Mr. Campbell presented to the
House a return in part to an Address to His
Excellency the Governor-General, dated the
fifth day of December, 1867, praying that His
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid
before this House a statement showing the
total expenses of the Judiciary of the Do-
minion of Canada, so far as the same are
chargeable on the Consolidated Revenue Fund
for the quarter next commencing on the lst
July, 1867. What proportion chargeable to
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick respectively. To whom paid, when,
in what capacity, for what services, and in
what Courts respectively, distinguishing salar-
ies from travelling or other charges. What
amount for pensions, date of commencement
of the same, names of each of the Provinces,
names of recipients as prosecuting officers,
nature of the offences prosecuted, distinguish-
ing those for which convictions were obtained,
with the punishments awarded.

Hon. Mr. Macpherson presented the first
report of the Select Committee appointed to
enquire into the causes of the recent financial
crisis in Ontario, and explained, that the
Conmittee had received evidence from many
of the bankers and cashiers in the country,
which it was desirable to have printed for the
information of members. He then moved that
the said report be now adopted and referred
to the Committee on Printing.-Carried.

A message was received from the House of
Comimons requesting the Senate to grant leave
to Hon. Mr. Chapais to attend and give evi-
dence before a Select Committee of that
House on elections. Leave granted.

Also, a Bill to continue the Parliament of
Canada in the event of a demise of the Crown,

which was read a first time, and the second
reading ordered for Wednesday.

Hon. Mr. Simpson presented the lth report
of the Joint Committee on Printing, and mov-
ed that it be taken into consideration on
Wednesday next.-Carried.

Hon. Mr. Mitchell said in referring to the
recommendation for the publication of Mr.
Fleming's and Mr. Wilkinson's reports, that he
had no objections to their being published, but
as they had included the observations of Mr.
Wilkinson the House should have the benefit
of Major Robinson's reply. He intended to ask
on Wednesday that this reply be added.

Hon. Mr. Tessier said as this was a joint
committee, if the report was then amended, it
would have to be referred back to the other
House. It would be better to make the motion
at once; therefore, he would move that Major
Robinson's reply to Wilkinson's letter on the
Intercolonial Railway be referred to the Joint
Committee to report on the advisability of
printing such letter.-Carried.

Hon. Mr. Campbell moved that a Select
Committee be appointed to consider and re-
port whether, by any alterations in the forms
and proceedings of this House, the despatch of
public business can be more effectually prov-
ided. He said that during the early part of the
Session, very little business came before the
Senate; but during the latter part of the
Session, Bills were brought before them so
rapidly that they did not have time to give
them that consideration which they should
have. This he said could not be remedied
altogether, but at the same time it was possi-
ble that something might be done. In England,
under similar circumstances, they have
Separate Committees on the part of each
branch of the Legislature, who discuss the
subject and suggest some mode by which the
public business may be so managed as to give
each Branch a full opportunity of considering
and deciding upon the various points submit-
ted for their judgment. Upon this committee
he had ventured to put the names of those
members who had been Speakers of the
House, and the others selected were gentle-
men of great experience. He had no doubt but
some decision would be arrived at by this
Committee, which would place the business of
the House in a more satisfactory position than
formerly. He would move that Hon. Messrs.
Ritchie, Kenny, Ross, Duchesnay, Tessier,
McCully, Dickson, Aikins, and the mover,
compose the said Committee.
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At the suggestion of the Hon. Mr. McCully,
the name of the Hon. Mr. Botsford was added
to the Committee.

The motion was then adopted.

also referred to the catalogue of the Library
being printed upon the responsibility of the
Librarian and having cost a much larger sum
that if it had been printed under the direction
of the Printing Committee. A great many
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port of the Committee on Printing be adopted; tee now desîred that no officer of either House
and referred to certain irregularities in the should command any document to be printed
mode of distributing the papers and docu- until it passed through their hands.
ments of the House. This report recommended The report was then adopted, and the House
a better mode of performing that duty. He adjourned until three o'clock tomorrow.
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