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VITAL STATISTICS.

MOTION FOR SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. BROUSE moved for a Select
Committeo to examine and report
upon the subject of Vital Statisties
and public health with power to sond
for persons and papers. He said
this was a question of very great
importance, in which they were all
deeply interested. It alike concerned
the physician, the scholar, the divine,
and the statesman. Public hygiene
was a large and comprehensive sub-
ject, and it was more-it was a
science. It would be within the recol-
lection of hon. members that, on two
previous occasions, he had brought
the matter before the House. The
most enlightened countries had logis-
lated in this connection, and the
results were both remarkably encour-
aging and cheering. The State of
Massachusetts, through this means,
had during the past eight years re
duced their death rate fifteen per
cent., while the reduction in Michigan,
owing to sanitary legislation,amounted,
during the past six years, to 16
per cent., and other States had fol-
lowed the example thus set them.
An effort was now being made at
Washington to secure legislation in
this regard for the entire States.
France in 1842 passed a health bill, and
the rate in 1862 was reduced from 1
in 36-the figures of 1842-to l in 39;
and during the next decade to lin 47,
showmg a decrease of nearly 33 per
cent. AÂustria and Russia had taken a
deep interest in this important matter,
but Germany was now :aking the lead,
possessing not only health officers in
the different provinces, but also an
Imperial Board of Health at the
capital, to which the other Boards
were compelled to send returns. Dur.
ing the last forty years, England had
passed no less than fifty Public Health
Acts and the results were most extraor-
dinary. In Edinburgh, the death rate
had been reduced. from 38 to 26 per
thousind, and in London from 40 to 20.
Dr. Guy, the eminent health officer of
England, had stated that out of 36,000
deaths from consumption alone, in that
country, contracted in workshops,5,000 were preventible by a propor
regard for sanitary measures. Dr.

Aiken, another eminent physician, had
shown that the death rate had decreased
owing to sanitary legislation, an aver-
age of 30 per cent. In Brighton, the
rate had been decreased from 23 to 18
per thousand, the diminution of deaths
from typhoid fever having been 63,
and from consumption 20 per cent. In
Newport, the rate had been lowered
from 31 to 21 per thousand, the de-
crease touching typhoid fever having
been 36, and for consumption, 32 per
cent. In Salisbury, the rate had been
lowered from 27 to 21 per thousand,
the diminution in the number of deaths
from typhoid fever having been 75,
and from consumption, 45 per cent.,
Dr. Buchanan also showed that the
rate in 25 cities had been decreased
respectively from 20 to 38 per cent.
We were equally interested in a matter
of such importance, and he would con-
sider the subject under three heads.
Dr. Guy had informed the Govern-
ment of England that one-third of its
present death rate was preventible.
In what condition, then, were we
placed ? The rate in Canada, as far as
could be ascertained, averaged about
25 per thousand. Our population was
four millions, and the consequent loss
by death was about 100,000 per annum;
and, if Dr. Guy's theory was
correct, this number could be roduced
by 33,000 per year. However, to
bring the matter fairly before the
House, he would reduce these figures
to 20,000, representing lives which
could be annually saved in this coun-
try. In France, it was estimated that
the days of sickness averaged cight
days per inhabitant; and, among four
millions of population, there would
consequently b 32,000,000 days of
sickness, representing ten millions of
days which might be prevented by
the adoption of proper sanitary mea-
sures. For every death, it was
estimated that there were 20 severe
cases of sickness, and consequently
400,000 severe cases of sickness were
preventible. Ton million working
days were y'e-rv lost to the country,
and, at the rate of half a dollar per day,
this reprosented a loss of $5,000,000.
A life was calculated to b worth
$1,000 to a country, and, if we lost
20,000 inhabitants annually. at a valua-
tion of $500 each, we lost yearly
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$10,000,000 ; and if the tive millions,
of which the courtry was deprived
through the loss of laboîur were added,
this made a total annual loss of
$15,000,000. It was also to be remem-
bered that a large amourt of crime,
poverty and degradation followed in
the wake of sickness. H1e regretted
that this subject had not been consider-
ed in the Speech from the Thrine. At
the last meeting of the Medical Council
in Toronto, last spring, a resglution
was passed asking the Governnent to
introduce such legislation; and, at the
meeting of the Dominion Medical
Association, a similar resolution was
adopted ; while recently, at Philadel-
phia, a congress of physicians, includ-
ing the most eminent men from every
part of the world, had,he believed, made
a similar recommendation to both the
American and Canadian Governinents.
He understood that it was not the in-
tention to send for persons in connec-
tion with this motion. He moved

"iThat a Select Committee be appointed,
composed of Messrs. Brouse, Holton, Tupper,
Blanchet, Pope (Compton), Dymond, Land-
erkin, Forbes, Christie and Kerr,to examine
and report upon the subject of Vital Statistics
and Pu-lic Health, with power to send tor
persans and papers."

Mr. TUPPER said ho fully concur-
red in the statement of the hon. mem-
ber for South Grenville that this
question was one of very great import-
ance, and one very well deserving of
the attention of the Government and of
the House. He had entertained the
hope, from a statement made by the
First Minister on a former occasion,
that this matter had received, and was
receiving the careful consideration
of the Administration. The ques-
tion of statisties, whether vital
or otherwise, under the Union
Act, had been placed exclusive-
ly within the control of the Dominion
Parliamont, and the attention which
had been given to the subject by the
local Government of Ontario lie held
was entirelv unconstitutional. No
branch of st~atistics could be compared
in point of importance with vital stat-
istics. In Nova Scotia the Govern-
ment had legislated in this regard, to
the very great satisfaction of the coun-
try ; the system adoptod was not ex-

Mr. BRoUSE.

pensive, anda large amount of valuable
information had been obtained. When
the Union Act came into force, this
Department passed into the hands of
the General Government, and was con-
tinued down to the prosent year. He
noticed, however, that in the Estimates
just submitted no provision lad been
made for this purpose. He felt no
hesitation in saying that this fact
would croate great regret nnd annoy-
ance in Nova Scotia. It was a retro-
grade stop. Nova Scotia was the only
Province in the Dominion which had
donc anything in this relation, and he
thought that the hon.the First Minister,
would have botter discharged his duty
towards the people of this country if
he had matured a scheme for making
the system general. le could not
say that the late Government were
free from blame touching this matter,
but they had left behind them much
information concerning the subject,
and had taken a long stride in the direc-
tion of the preparation of a measure
having for its object the establishment
of a system of statistics for the whole
Dominion. He trusted that the Gov-
ernment would give countenance and
support to the recommendation of the
hon. member for South Grenville, and
mature such a measure as would be
acceptable to the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he differed
entirely with the hon. member for
Cumberland, in his interpretation of
the constitutionality of the Act.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD read
the 95th clause of the British North
American Act, as follows :-

" In each Province the Legislature may
make laws in relation to agriculture in the
Province, and to immigration into the Pro-
vince; and it is hereby declared that the
Parliament of Canada may fron time tO
time make laws ia relation to agriculture in
all or any of the Provinces ; and any law
of the legislature of a Province, relative to
aoriculture or to immigration shall have
eÎ'ect in and for the Provmee as long as, and
aq faronly as it is notrepugenant to any Act
of the Parliament of Canada.

Mr. MACKENZIE said immigration
was not in the list of subjects in the
schedules. Ie was quite certain that
he was right in saying that the matter
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of public health was not within their
cognizance.

Mr. TUPPER: " Statistics."

Mr. MACKENZIE said that clearly
referred to statistics of a general
character and not to those having
reference to a question of public health.
The question of quarantine came under
their control, and they werc bound to
and did attend to it. But the matter
of public health was one of personal
and civil rights, and one within the
cognizance and management exclusive-
iy of the Local Legislatures. He had
no doubt that, under the phrase
" statistics," they might possibly go a
certain length, but they could not
enforce provisions that the Local
Legislatures could enforce. For in-
stance, they had been asked to take
cognizance of the drainage of the city
of Montreal, Io take cognizance of gas
escapes, and impure water, and matters
of that sort ; but they had been obliged
to point out to the citizens that this
was wholly beyond their jurisdiction.
With regard to vital statistics, the hon.
member for South Grenville had said
that the Province of Ontario had given
a little attention to the subject; he
thought the Province had given much
attention to it. It was true the sys-
tem in Ontario was not so perfect as
that in England owing to the diffi-
culty in initiating measures in a new
country which required the close
attention of the public; but still the
municipal divisions had been essen-
tially useful, and the municipal officers
had been made useful in gathering the
statistics of births, marriages and
deaths, which had been reasonably
perfect. He admitted all the import-
ance that the hon. member for South
Grenville attauhed to this subject; he
vas earnestly anxious and desirous
of doing everything that he could fairly
and reasonably could be expected to
do to promote the end the hon. gentle-
man had in view, and whatever might
be of their powers. their opinion and
the expediency at the present time of
organizing an expensive system, they
would, at all events, be glad to consider
anything brought before the House by
the Committee in the most favorable
light that could be attached to it.

Motion agreed to.

POSTMASTERSHIP OF PORT
HOPE.

QUESTION AND REMARKS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) called
the attention of the hon. Premier to a
statement that had appeared in the
public prints to the effect that the lion.
member for East Durham had been
appointed Postmaster for Port Hope.
One paper stated that the writ was
actually issued, and ho asked whether
such was the fact.

Mr. MACKENZIE :I have not
heard of it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is a very Jesuitical answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I call the hon.
gentleman to order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I did
not say it was wrong Io give a Jesuitical
answer. The Jesuits are a most re-
spectable body of men.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Will the lion.
gentleman tell what he meant by the
word?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
asked if the rumour was truc that the
writ was out, and the hon. Premier
said he had not heard of it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: How is that
Jesuitical ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: My
hon. friend might have asked the hon.
Minister of Justice at once to have
given an answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I suppose lie
would have been able to answer
it. I will merely say there is no truth
whatever in the statement referred to,
nor was the appointment ever intended,
asked, or suggestod.

Mr. SPEAKER said the adjective
Jesuitical could not possibly be offen-
sive.

House adjourned at
Six o'clock.
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