
COMMONS DEBATES

SECOND SITTING

The Speaker took the Chair at 4 o'clock.

COURTESIES OF PARLIAMENT

Sir G. E. Cartier, referring to the complaint
made by the member for Chateauguay, at the
morning's sitting, of a want of courtesy to-
wards the Hon. Mr. Dorion, in refusing the
reception of the petition presented by him,
explained that the cries of "no, no," by which
the motion had been met, had not proceeded
from the treasury bench; after which the
petition was received.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. :Howland, the
60th rule was then suspended in favour of the
Northern Railway of Canada Bill.

DESPATCH OF BUSINESS

Hon. Mr. Dunkin suggested that to facilitate
the course of Select Committee business,
there should be no morning sitting to-mor-
row, or if the Government were un-
willing to consent to this proposal, that
there should at least be no sitting between
two and four o'clock. Both suggestions were
allowed to lapse without discussion, Ministers
dissenting.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY

Hon. Mr. Holfon desired the Government to
give the House some information as to the
actual position of the North-West question.
He observed from the papers which had been
laid before the House, that when the Gov-
ernment transmitted the address of both
Houses to England they were so urgent for a
prompt answer that they asked the Duke of
Buckingham to favour them with an answer
per cable. That was something like five
months ago. It was not to be presumed that
His Grace had treated the Parliament of this
country with so much contumely as would be
implied in the statement that no reply had
yet been given.

Sir J. A. Macdonald said this Government
had been exceedingly anxious that the action
of this Parliament should be at once consid-
ered by the Imperial Government. They had
certainly taken a long time to consider it,
which might be accounted for by political
events of various sorts and other circum-
stances. He had now to state that Govern-
ment were informed by cable a fortnight ago
that a despatch was on its way. That had now
been received, and would be brought down
by message to-morrow.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD SURVEY

Hon. Mr. Connell complained that some of
the most important documents connected with
the Robinson Survey of the Intercolonial
route had not been printed along with Mr.
Fleming's report. The reply of Mr. Wilkinson
to Major Robinson had been omitted al-
together. He wished to draw the attention of
the Printing Committee to the matter.

Mr. Mackenzie said it had been left to the
New Brunswick gentlemen who were mem-
bers of the Printing Committee to mark the
documents which should be printed. He sup-
posed some mistake had occurred, and would
make inquiry with a view to its being reme-
died.

QUEBEC CONFEDERATION RESOLUTIONS
-THE ALTERATIONS MADE IN

ENGLAND

Hon. Mr. Rose moved the third reading of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill.

Sir J. A. Macdonald gave some explana-
tions promised in a former debate, as to the
alterations from the Quebec resolutions made
in the Imperial Act with reference to the
subsidies-besides the 80 cents a head, fixed
annual sums of $80,000 to Ontario; $70,000 to
Quebec; $60,000 to Nova Scotia; and $50,000 to
New Brunswick. It had been urged by the
Maritime delegates that some fixed grant in
addition to the 80 cents a head was necessary
in order to provide for the expenses of the
Government, and the amounts had been fixed
somewhat according to population, although
the differences were not equivalent to the
differences of population. The other important
change was that, so far as Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick were concerned, the pay-
ment of 80 cents a head should continue in
proportion to population until the population
of each of these Provinces reached 400,000
souls; while in Ontario and Quebec the pay-
ments should continue according to the
population of 1861. It was considered that
there were certain fixed, expenses, common
to each Government, which made it only just
that these differences should be made in
favour of the two Provinces having the least
population.

Hon. Mr. Holton hoped the member for
Sherbrooke would also favour the House with
some explanations as to these charges. The
Imperial Act did not make these subsidies a
charge on the Consolidated Revenue. In the
former debate, in the absence of the mnember
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