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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Then if the hon. gentleman does not choose to serve, we can strike out bis name
and put on anothar.
Mr. BLAKE. Not at all. All of us agree to the same
declaration, and we intend to abide by it.
Sir JOHN. A. MACDONALD. I did not hear anyone
object but the hon. gentleman.
Some hon. MEMBERS. We all object.
Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think some of the hon.
gentlemen who have just risen had botter have waited
until they were asked to serve.
Mr. MACKENZIE. Do I understand that the point of
order has been decided ?
Mr. SPEAKER. The Rule is decidedly that any hon.
member who declares against the principle or substance of
a Bill, resolution, or matter to be committed, cannot be
nominated on a Committee.
Mr. MAKCENZ[E. Because I have a perfect recollection
that when the hon. gentleman opposite, some years ago,
moved for a Committee to consider the Insolvency Laws, he
announced publicly that he would put my name on the
Committee, only that he knew I was opposed to the Act.
Sir JOHN A. MAÇDONALD. Quite right.
Mr. MACKENZIE. On the same principle, every one on
this side is opposed to the striking of the Committee for this
puirpose-that is the principal object, not the ulterior
object-and the formation of the Committee in toto.
Mr. SPEAKER. It seems to me that the principle ere
is the prevention of the unrestrained sale of intoxicating
liquor.
Mr. MACKENZIE. I think the principle involved is the
formation of this Committee.
Mr. SPEAKER. I decide that the motion being for the
suspension of the whole Rule the hon. member cannot raise
the objection he las raised, and refuse to serve on the ground
he has stated.
Mr. CASGRAIN. I made up my mind long ago to declare
myself against the motion, for while I would be willing to
help the Government on any measure of this kind, I shall
not serve on the Committee unless I am forced to do
so by the Rules of the House, because I am entirely
opposed to referring this matter to a Committee.
I am entirely opposed to the hon. gentleman's motion, and
I do not want to serve on this Committee. It is very
evident from the beginning that this motion is a sham
motion. Not only does the bon. gentleman not want to
take the responsibility of bringing this measure before the
House, but he will not have it brought at all. We shall
never see this measure this Session; the Committee will
have the matter in hand for three or four or six weeks, and
will not make a report. The hon. gentleman proposes to
put upon the Journals of the House a bad precedent, which
should not be there. (Translation). I said a minute ago, in
English, that I considered the measure now proposed to us
was altogether opposed to my own ideas, and that I can in
no way accede to the principles involved therein. On the
contrary, I am opposed in all possible ways to the subject
matter as well as its form and all it contains. I do not
want to render myself an accomplice of a precedent, of a snare,
are prepared beforehand for my downfall, but which, thank
God, I was fortunate onough to see before treading upon it.
I said just now that I wanted to follow, without wavering,
the maxim laid down by a Tory of the purest water, the
very chief of 1er Majesty's loyal Opposition in England,
who refused to assume the responsibility of rendering the
Government any service as a Government, but would let
that Government bear the whole responsibility of their
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actions. It is for a similar reason that I this day enter my
protest in the most formal manner against this mode of
procedure. This procedure is such, Mr. Speaker; that 1
feel grieved to see it adopted by a man who bas, for such a
longth of time, been actively engaged in polities. That
hon. gentleman has occupied a seat in this House for nearly
half a century, and I am induced to believe that as ho grows
older the strength of his youth is weakening, and ho bas
not the same liberal tendencies as heretofore ; on the contrary, the more he advances in years, the more bis Conservative principles affirm theinselves, and this, I believe, to
the detriment of thebest interests of the country. I forgot
just now to read a very interesting Rule of this House that
we all should know. I would like to refor to the forms of
proceedure in this House, and in order to refresh the memory of certain hon. members, I will read the Rule which
forbids that any member of this flouse be interrupted whi le
speaking, unless in cases provided by rale 15, as follows:''No Member may speak twice to a Question, except in explanation
of a material part of his speech, in which he may have been misconceived, but then he is not to introduce new matter. A reply is allowed to
a Member who has made a substantive motion to the House, but not to
any Member who has moved an Order of the day, or an Instruction to
a Committee."

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will conclude, and I protest, as I
have just said, against my name being put on that Committee.
Motion (Sir John A. Macdonall) agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I give notice that on
Monday next I shall move:
That as Messrs. Ross (Middlesex), Blake, Burpee (St. John),
Laurier, Casgrain, and Robertson (Shelbarne), have declared that
they decline to sit on the Select Committee on the paragraph of the
Speech from the Throne read to-day, Messrs. Shakespeare, Bowell,
Burns, Gigault, Landry and Allison be appointed members of the same,
and that the 78th Rule of this House be suspended for that purpose.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the Flouse.
Motion agreed to; and (at 10.20 o'clock p.m.) the flouse
adjourned.

HROUSE OF COMMONS,
MONDAY, 19th March, 1883.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.
PRa YERLs.

LOYAL ORANGE ASSOCIATION.
Mr. WHITE (Hastings) moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 87) to incorporate the Loyal Orange Association
of British America.
Bill read the first time.
Mr. WHITE (East Hastings) moved that the Bill be read
the second time to-morrow.
Mr. COURSOL moved, in amendment, that the Bill now
before the Flouse be read the second time this day six
monthis.
Mr. SMALL. This is a very unusual proceeding. The
hon. gentleman is not aware what the nature of the Bill is.
Mr. WHITE (Hastings). I may just say that I think
this is the fourteenth Session I have been in this House,
and this is the first tim , t my knowledge, when a motion
like the one moved by the hon. member for Montreal East
has been made by any hon. me:nber on either side of the
Flouse. It seoms to me *a very strange proceeding, con-

sidering that the hon.gentleman, who has made the motionê
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does not even know the contents of the Bill. Is it honest ?
la it fair ? Is it intelligent ? Is it impartial ? Is it the kind
of treatment that I should receive from that hon. gentleman,
or from his fellow countrymen ? I think it is not. I think it
is treatment which a free, intelligent and enlightened people
will not put up with. It is tyrannical, unjust, and unmanly.
I think there are enough real, true, genuine, honest-minded
men in the House of Commons to-day, elected by the independent electors of this great Dominion of Canada, to give
us at least the second reading of the Bill Let the Bill ho
printed and distributed to members so that they may be
informed of its contents. If there is anything in the Bill
against the individual or the State - if there is anythirg in
it that should not be presented to this House, I shall have
no objection to the hon. gentleman finding fault with it,
and speaking against it, and working against it. I ask him
if there has been anything which ho has introduced into the
House during the last fourteen years connected with any
society to which he belongs, or with the church of his
choice, that I or any man stood up to say a word against.
On the contrary, i have, on all occasions, and under all
circumstances, thrown down the olive branch in this
House, in order that we might have peace and prosperity
Such being my record, I come here
in this country.
with a Bill asking for what ? Asking that a society of
which I am a humble member shall have the right to
buy and hold its own propePty, and put buildings upon
it, and sell it if we wish. I ask this free and irdependent Parliament if that Bill is t, be crushed ont? Are we
not to be allowed to buy, and pay for, and hold our own
property? Are we not to be allowel to hire mechanics to
erect buildings, or to sell those buildings if necessary, and
divide the proceeds among the orphans or the widows of the
society to which we belong ? If we are not a loyal societycrush us out. If we are not a moral society-crush
us out. It we are not a body of upright conscientious
men, who uphold what we believe to be right-erush
us out. I trust, however, that we shall have fair play, for
that is all we ask for; we ask for no favors. We do
not ask that this House should relieve i'ny body of men
from paying taxes. We are willing to pay taxes. We
are willing to adhere to every law passed by this House or
the Imperial Parliament. I am sorry that an hon. gentleman, whom I have always respected so highly, should feel
that he owes it as a duty to any class of the community to
prevent the Bill from being printed or circulated. I trust
that the debate, if we are going to have one, will be carried
on in a courteous manner, and that there will be found honest
members enough in this House to vote against this discourteous, unnecessary, and unmanly motion. I hope there
is independence enough in this flouse to give us fair playBritish fair play. Crush a man! Ilang him without trial!
Crush him out ot once! I say it is a shame for any man
claiming to be a courteous Frenchman to do it. But I
believe we will have an independent and honest vote on this
question.
Mr. COURSOL. Mr. Speaker, I never, in the course of
my life, did anytbing unmanly, I never allowed a man to
tell me I was doing an unmanly act, and if an expression
like that were used out4de of this Hou e, I would resent it.
But, Sir, I have used the privilege I posse-s as a member of
this House. I have used my own discretion in endeavorirg
to defeat a measure which I think ought to be defeated.
In adopting the course I have adopted, I have donc so for
the purpose of preventing a discussion which must neces
sarily be acrimonious, must necessarily ttend to excite vilent
passions I have lived, Sir, in the largest city of the
Dominion since I have been born; I have lived among-t
people of different religions, and amongst the brethren of
the hon. gentleman, on fi-endly terms; I have occupied
public positions ; I have administered justice to the best
of my ability, and I defy any man to say that I ever

255

did one unmanly act, or one that has placed a stain
upon my reputation. In making this motion, I desired
to prevent a .discussion upon this measure, feeling, as
I do, that it is unconstitutional, that it is not required for
the country, that it is for the incorporation of a secret
society, which we have no right to incorporate. If it
is only a benefit seciety, let the hon. gentleman go to
the Province of Ontario, or any other Province, and get
it incorporated. We have a right to prevent the incorporation of societies in the Province of Quebec which are
illegal by the law of that Province. I have no desire, God
knows, to croate any ill-feeling. I have only donc my duty.
I have made this motion with my eyes open, and r hope
the hn. gentleman will submit to the vote of this House
without any discussion. It ho believes that ho is right,
and that ho can carry a majority of this House for
his Bill, this is the time to do it; let the House defent
my motion, and then the Bill can be discussed. But, if
this motion is defeated, and the discussion is allowed
to take place, we know, from the very words which have
fallen from the lips of the lion. genleinan himself, what
kind of a discussion wo shall have. Will it conduce to
the benefit of the country at large? Will it heal the wounds
that rankie in thé breasts of men from their religious opinions ? I think it would be far botter to avoid such discussions
altogether. For my part I never discuss religious opinions.
I respect the religious opinions of evory man; but there are
certain fixed principles which I cannot depart from, and
when these principles come up I am boun I to do ny duty,
and I believe I have donc so in this ins!anco.
Mr. WALLACE (York). I wish to say a few words on the
motion made by the hon. member for Montreal East. If the
object of the hon. gentleman was to prevent discussion on
this question, I think ho has taken the wrong nothod of
doing it. If the Orange Bill is not passed by this IIouse, I
am certain that a large proportion of the population of the
country will feel that a groat injustice has been done to

them; but if it is not even allowed to be introduced, they
will feel that they have been subjected to a double injustice.
I believe the feeling of fair play Is too strong in the House
of Commons of Canada to prevent this Bill being brought in
and discussed on its morits. If it is wrong, let the majority
vote against it; but the House bas not yet had an opp>rtunity of knowing whetber it is wrong or not. The motion
of the hon. member for Montreal East doos a great wrong to
an organization that is loyal to the British Empire. It is
loyal not only in Canada, butin every portion of the Empire;
and I think it is the duty of the Hlouse to allow the Bill to
go to its second reading, and thon to proceed on its merits.
Mr. CA Ni ERON (Victoria). Lt must be allowed that the
motion of the hon. member for Montreal East is a very unusual one at this stage. When a Bill is thrown out at ifs
first reading, thore must be something so monstrous, so
iniquitous, so shocking about it, that Parliament will not

take the opportunity of discussirg or consider ing it. My
hon. friend says that his object in moving this arrendment,

is that there sbhould not be a discussion now. I do not think
that course would be consistent with the dignity or propriety of Parliamert. We ought not to vote upon a inatter
without diseu-sion. We ought to understaind what we are
doing ; and it*thi Bill is se ojection:able that it ought to be
thrown out at the very first rcading, the oe-jections should
be stated. Surely when a t>oly such as that which now
cones heoe an] asks fbr the more pernision it hold
and convey propîerty, they aie entitieJ, at least, to a
If there is any objection to their
res)ectful heatrig.
application on tie grond tiat i is not within our constitutional powers topass such an Aet-which my lhon. fiieud
said was bis reason for moving this amondmnent-that
We ought
is a matter which onght to be discussed.
to have an opportunity of hearing or knowing from the
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hon. members cf the House who are cognizant with the nounce upon this question without any further debate, then,
subject, whether it comes within the functions of Parliatent in the name of peace and harmony, let us divide the House
or not, and not kick out the Bill without knowing what is without any discussion. When the time for the discussion
in it. I would ask the hon. member for Montreal East if of the merits of this question shall bave come, if it should
4e has read this Bill, and knows what its provisions are, or ever come-and I hope it may not-I shall be prepared to
whether he simply makes this motion because he imagines give my opinion on the law and facts of the matter. In the
and believes it contains provisions which it would be im- meantime, 1 approve of the amendment of my hon. friend.
proper for him to support. If he does not, wby should he
Mr.
During the fourteen or fifteen years in
move that it be kicked out of the House immediately after its wbich SCRIVER.
I
have
had
the
honor of occupying a seat iu this
introduction. If he doos, he ought to state bis objections, and Ilouse, I recollect only one
two occasions when a step
the House ought to have an opportunity of discussing them. similar to that taken by theor bon.
member for Montreal
introbas
he
motion
and
the
The very ab3ence of discussion
East,
bas
been
taken
in
this
louse.
I recollect no occasion
duced will have the effect of producing a most acrimonious upon which a motion similar to that
by my hon.
discussion and ill will, more especially in the Province of friend bas been carried here. I remembermade
a
few
ago,
Ontario. It would be far botter the Bill should be discussed upon the introduction of a Bill providing for theyears
abolition
on its merits, -and then, if the House thinks that the Bill of the Supreme Court, the introduction
the Bill was
should not be passed, be rejected, and not be treated in the resisted and a vote taken. I recollect veryofwell
the discusdiscourteous and unheard of mannerin which my hon. friend sion which then took place. The position taken
by the
would treat it by bis motion. I ask my hon. friend, and hon. leader of the House was to
the
effect
that
it
was
not
those who are of his opinion, to deal with others as they the practice in this House to discuss B lis upon
would be dealt with. When a Bill of this kind is introduced duction; and that it was only treating any their intromember
in the interests of a large portion of the community, who who chose to introduce a Bill, with the courtesyhon.
due
to him
may differ from my bon. friend in their religious opinion, as a member
this House, that the Bill should take its first
the same consideration should be shown that I think the reading. Theofhon.
member who has just sat down bas said
members in this House who differffrom my hon. friend in
religious opinion, are always prepared to give those ques- that that courtesy bas been carried as far as it could be
tions and lills affectina the religions institutions and consistently, by those who sympathize with him in those
views,
allowing the Bill to be introduced and its first
affairs of the church to which ho belongs, whon brought readingbytaken;
and he held that now was the proper timo
before this House. I am not aware that any hon. member to resist any further
progress. I appeal to the common
of this House who may belong to the Orange Associationof bon. members if the effect of the amendment of the
and I believe there are some-have ever stood up and voted sense
against any Bill to incorporate any Catholie institution to hon. member for Montreal East is not the sane as an opto the introduction of the Bill. The pioper time,
give them all the -powers of holding propery they ask for, position
simply cecause they were Catholie. If~this House has not in ail Parliamentary practice, for the discussion of the
in any Bill, is upon the second reading.
treated him and his co-religionists in that way, why should principles involved
to
this
motion, because I think it would be
i
am
opposed
he turn around and treat us so? I beg the bon. gentleman
to an hon. member of this House, who lias
to reflect before pressing bis motion, which will introduce discourteous
sat here and conducted himself1in such a way as to win
much bad feeling in the House amogst his own friends, longrespect
and esteem of ail those who have sat here with
and allow the BiIl to go to a second reading, and be fairly the
hlm.
I
oppose
it, also, bocause I think it would not be fair
discussed on its merits.
and
just
to
a
large
section of our community to refuse this
Mr. CURRAN. I rise to say a few words on this subject,
the opportuity of coming up for a second readirg In
not for the purpose of discnssing the Orange question-as Bill
doing, I express no opinion whatever, for I think the
we may call it--because, in the interests of peace and har- so
mony, and to avoid saying anything which would hurt the proper time bas not come for an expression of opinion as to
merits of the Bill. If the Bill is suffered Lo go to its
feelings of any one in the community, it was generally the
second
reading, I shall then take occasion, and consider it
understood no discussion should take place at this stage of
duty, to make known my opinions, and to act upon
the proceedings. I think, however, very much more cour- my
with reference to this measure. But, in the meantime,
tesy bas been shown on this occasion in this Parliament them
than was shown on the last occasion, when this matter came 1 appeal to the hon. members of this House to do no more
up before the Legislature of the United Canadas. Then, than what I consider an act of simple courtesy and simple
the Bill was opposed on its first reading. For peace and justice, and defeat the motion in amendment of the hon.
courtesy sake, in order to avoid the appearance of any iIl- member for Montreal East.
Mr. BURNS. fHon. gentlemen who have spoken in supwill, the first reading of this Bill was allowed to pass. One
of the hon, members bore said that. this petition bad not port of the motion for the second reading of this Bill have
been received; that the Bill had not been received; that its argued as if the principles involved in it were a nw prinfirst reading had not been allowed. That is not the case. ciple, or at a'I events an unknown principle. It is not necesThis House has allowed all that. Contrary to the pro. sary for me, I am sure, to remind this House that the merits
ceedings on a former occasion, the first reading bas been of Bills of this character have beeni diqeussed again and
allowed, and now this motion is put, distinctly for the pur- again, in almost every Province ot the Dominion-I think
pose ofavoiding any acrimonious discussion. We have been in every Province of the Dominion. In some Provinces
told bore that no Bill was ever thrown out of this Liouse, Bills of a similar character have been pa;sed and beome
simply because it applied for the incorporation of any Catho- law. As I understand it, this Bill bas ema- atei fiom
lic association. No Bill will ever be thrown out of this Ontario, and I take it that it is not within the domain of
House simply because it applies for the incorporation of a this Parli ment to deal with a measure of this kind. We
Protestant association-not, at all events, with my vote. are here as conervators of the peace aud harmony of the
Nor, if my voice can prevent it, will any Bill be thrown out Dominion ; we are bere to do what we can to promote good
in an unceremonious manner, as they call it, simply because feel.;g bctween the different casses of people. With a
it is a Protestant Bill. This is a question of' the incorpora- view of carrying out that view, the opponents of the meation of the Orange Society, and the word " Orange" explains sure have thought that the better c urse to pursue would be
the whole m'i ter. It is one which belongs to history. If to deal wth the Billin what might b c:alled a sutnriary
this Houme, with its knowledge of history ; with what it manner. If the principles of the Bill were new, if they
knows of the effects of Orangeitm, is really prepared to pro- were unkrown, then the mover of this niotion in aritndMr. CAMl!!RoN (Victoria).

1883.

COMMONS DEBATES.

257

ment might be called discourteous; but, under these circum- - give the petitioners the courtesy and thé same fair play
stances, I do not think ho is open to that charge. le has i which are extended to every other class of subjects-allow
shown a desire to respect the feelings of the majority of this the motion for another stage to carry, ard then consider it
House who wish toavoid discussion. I think I am warranted on Its merits.
in making that statement ; at all events I am warranted in
Mr. HAWKINS. Asa new member of this House, I bog
making the statement that the body in this House who are
opposed to that Bill are a unit in their own desire to pre- to crave its indulgence for a few minutes. If I could have
vent a discussion. If it were necessary to go into a discus- chosen, I would have selected some other subject and some
s'on, facts might be adduced and argument offered to show other occasion upon which to address this honorable Houso;
why this Bill should not be passed, but the time for that but I cannot sit bore in my capacity as a member of this
ias not.yet arrived. The hon. gentleman who moved this flouse and give a silent vote upon this question. Should 1supBill has said that it dees not aim at any individual. No, port the resolution of the hon. member from Montreal East,
Mr. Speaker, it does not aim at any mndividual; but under undoubtedly I should want the reasons to go to the country
cover of a desire to be enabled to hold property, I think it why I had taken so unusual a course, why I had supported
a resolution to kick the measure out of the House, to refuse
aims at a particular denomination in this country.
to receive it into consideration, to refuse even to know
Some hon. MEMBERS. No.
what is asked for in this Bill. Although only a very short
Mr. BURNS. Well, if I may be allowed to support the time a member of this H1ouse, I have already seen resolustatement I have made, I shall do so with a great deal of tions introduced for the incorporation of different
hesitation. I could go into facts to show that I make no societiesidle statement. A gentleman on my left thinks I had botter
An hon. MEMBER. fear, bear.
not go into the facts, and perhaps I had better not. One
Mr. HAWKINS. I do not know who the hon. member
statement the hon, gentleman has made calls for some re- is who says "hear, hear," but before I have
perhaps,
marks from me. He spoke of that association as being an I will make him say " hear, hear " in carnest.done,
Mr. Speaker,
ultra-loyal association. Well, is it necessary that an asso- I have seen measures introduced for the incorporation of
ciation should be established and maintained in Canada of religious bodies with which I am connected, and of which I
an ultra-loyal character? Is it necessary that a society of am a member. I have seen them receive
consideration,
that kind, having loyalty as its flag, should have an exist- their merits examined, and the Bills sent due
to Committees to
ence in Canada? I do not think it is. I am not going to be reported npon. I have also soen the same course adopted
argue now whether they can claim the merit of being ultra- in respect of measure3 introduced for collegiate
and other
loyal. History proves that there are other denominations purposes respecting other creeds in the community; but it
in this Dominion which have shown their loyalty over and remaine: for me, coming from the great Province of Ontaover again, whenever required. Reference has also been rio, a Rôman Catholie, and a representative from the most
made to the fact, that whenever a Bill to incorporate a re- Protestant riding in the Province, to hear this proposition
ligious society pertaining to the Roman Catholic Church, treated in a manner that I have not heard advocated or
has been introduced into this flouse, it has not received the proposed with respect to any other measure laid before this
treatment this Bill is receiving. But, as has been said by honorable House. The other evening,when a resolution was
the hon. member far Montreal Centre (Mr. Curran), this is introduced into this House to decide the King's County
not a religions society; if it were it would receive the same (P. E. I.) Election case, by what I would consider a
treatment that is given to every Bill ha ing for its object prejudging of the case-not upon its merits, but according
the incorporation of a rehigious society. Whon a Bill is to the party feelings of hon. mmberns-I,
for one, felt perintroduced into this House referring to any Protestant or fbectly justified in voting
the resolution that proCatholic society, no question is raised as to whether it ceeded from the other side against
of the flouse, because I believed
should become law. It is taken for granted that it should the matter should be referred to a Committee, and should be
become law. I simply rose for the purpose of refuting the reported upon by a Committee.
charge that those who are opposed to the Bill are treating
Tho hon. member is not in order in
Mr. SPEAKER.
the promoters of it with any discourtesy, and I do now forreferring to a past debate.
mally ropel that charge.
Mr. HAWKINS. Upon the same grounids, in respect to
Mr. AUGER. Of course, I an a stranger to the Orange
of the
Soiety-I know nothing of it except from report; but I this question, I desire to know what the promotersseks
to
shall vote for the motion for the second reading of this Bill, Bill ask from this House, what powers the *Bill examinaupon
find,
I
if
and
it;
for
ask
who
those
on
confer
no
Bill
the
studied
reserving my rights, after having
the publie
tion, that their object are not compatible
before the louse, to vot e against it at another stage.
Iwelfare ; if I find upon examination and discussion, when
Mr. ARMSTRONG. I am not an Orangeman, never was the merits of this question have beer gone into, that
an Orangeman, and I fool pretty sure that I shall never it is something contrary to the public interests,
become one. But, Sir, I believe in British fair play. What contrary to the interests of society at large,
are the facts of the case ? Here are a large class of our thon, in my capacity as a member of this House, I
fellow subjects who have all the same rights that we have, am determined to vote against it, and vote to throw it out.
and who come here asking us for an Act of incorporation. But we have been told that it was thought, and it was
Now, Sir, if I understand anything about the matter, the decided, inadvisable that there should be any discussion
right of petition is one secured to every British subject. upon this question. May I be allowed to ask who those
They have a right to come here and ask that their views b hon. mombers are, and upon whose counsels it has been
carried out in the shape of legislation, if we sec fit to do so. determined, that a matter brought before this House for its
What is the request made us in this case ? We are asked serious, earnest and impartial consideration, should be
that the House should not bo allowed even to consider the burked in the manner which we have heard propodsed in
matter which is asked for in this petition. The motion of respect to this measure ? I say, coming as I do from the
the hon. member for Montreal East goes even further, and great Province of Ontario, and being widely familiar with
declares that the House shall not be allowed to know what the feelings of that great body of which I have the honor of
the petition contains. Most of the members of this flouse being a humble meniber, that I do not believe my constituhave never seen the Bill. Now, I do not mean to say that ents, either Catholie or Protestant, nor the Catholice of the
I am going to vote for it; but I do want to sec Ibis louse Province at large, would justify me in voting to treat this
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question in the discourteous manner, as I conceive it to be,
which bas been proposed on the floor of this Iotuse. Now,
whatever may have been the history of the association that
went under a similar name in other lands, I am
satisfied that in this country, at this time of
day, there is no man who will stand up in this House and
attempt to prove that the organization seeking incorporation at our hands is disloyal. Neither will any man stand
up in this House and successfully prove that the association
is illiberal in its treatment of the body to which I belong.
Why, Mr. Speaker, there would be no members in this
House hailing from the Province of Ontario of the Roman
Catholic persuasion, were it not for the principles of broad
liberality which prevail everywhere in the Province of
Ontario among the members of this association. I do not
say this Bill should pass, I do not say it is in the public
interest that this measure should pass as it stands, nor do I
believe we have a knowledge of what the particulars of the
case are. All I know is this : that a great body of loyal
citizens scattered through every Province of this great
Dominion, numbering in the Province of Ontario hundreds
of thousands, have approaehed the foot of the
Throne and this House in a spirit of respectful
consideration, and have asked the incorporation of their
society.
I conceive this flouse will not be treating this
question in the same spirit of liberality and of toleration
that it is accustomed to treat all matters coming within its
cognizance, should the amendment be carried. I believe at
this day no attempt should be made to prevent the discussion ofthis question. Why, are we, hailing from the Province of Ontario, to be told that the Orange question should
not be discussed, or that it is something fnot proper to be
examined on its merits? The Government of our Province
have forced it upon us as a leading issue during the pas ten
years; and not only so, but the Liberal Administration of
Ontario, when this question was laid before the Ontario
Legislature, voted in a majority for the incorporation of the
society, and the Bill passed the louse by a very large
majority. Although great complaints are made with respect
to the interference by this Governmont in questions of
a Provincial character, this question was relegated
to Ottawa, but it was afterwards referred back,
it being within the purview of the Local Legislature.
There the matter las remained from that day to this. In
Nova Scotia, I am informe: by my Catholie compatriots,lhe
passage of the Orange Incorporation Bill bas been accepted in
that Province as a peace offerivg, and it has been the means
of setting ascde the Old Country troubles and bitternesses
which shouhi neyer have found a foothold lu this country. 1
am told further, by hon. members from the Province of New
Brunswick, that the passage of the Orange Incorporation
Bill in that Provin-e bas had the effect of almost extinguishing the Orange Order; that since this bone of contention was
removed, and since members of the organization have been
able to feel there was no barrier to their receiving that
measure ofconsideration at the bands ofthe legislators of the
Province, which was meted out to ail other bodies in the Province,the result bas been to renderOrange incorporation,from
a Catholic point of view, entirely and completely harmiess.
The result, as to Orange incorporation itself, from a
Catholic stand-point bas been entirely and completely satis
factory. Now, Mr. Speaker, in the Province of Ontarioand I do not pretend to speak with regard to any other Province-sending as it does upwards ofninety members to this
House ofCommons, we know that according to the general
Act of incorporation, all such societies may go and receive incorporation. We know that the officers of the Orange
lodges in the Province of Ontario may go and get incorporation under it, upon the payment of a very small
scmof money.
Mr. CU.RRAN. Why don't they go there
Mr. HAWKINS.
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Mr. HAWKINS. An hon. gentleman says, why don't
they go there ? Now, further on in my remarks I may
explain that matter. They have gono there, and they have
been received in a manner which was very hypocritical. A
measure was passed in the Legislature of the Province of
Ontario; but owing to certain reasons, an explanation of
which should come from the other aide of the House, that
measure was never placed on the Statute-book. Well, Mr.
Speaker, the principle of the Bill bas been conceded by the
Government of Ontario; and 1, as a Roman Catholic, wish
to know why I should raise my voice and vote against this
measure? Why, after the principle bas been conceded,
after our people have known and lived side by side with
this institution during the past forty years, after the genoral feeling of the Catholics of the Province of Ontario bas
come to be a feeling of indifferenc-for that is the correct
word, and the feeling of the Catholics of the Province
of Ontario is a feeling of total indifference regarding the
matter, during the past ten years, during which it bas
been made the chief question, the chief bone of contention,
and the chief reason why the electors should go to the poils
and should vote in favor of a political party-I should
oppose this Bill? And why is this the case? Because of
what ? Because a large body of gentlemen in the Province
of Ontario, numbering hundreds of thousands, seek incorporation ! And what do they Eeck at the bands of this House,
and of the country? Why, I am told, all that they ask is
the right to hold their own propertyMr. WHITE (East Hastings). That is all.
Mr. IHAWKIN S. And to own that which belongs to
theMr. WHITE (East Hastings). That i- ail.
M HAWKINS. And the right t be taken ont of the
.rb
position, out of the state of affairs which, a few years ago
'n the city of Kingston, resulted in the loss of $20,000 of
their means and of their property. How was this ? Because
they wore obliged to hold their property through trustees,
and, through the failure of the trustees, that proporty was lost
to the association. Now, I am at a los--a total loss, Mr.
Speaker-to know how, in this Canada of ours, numbering
very nearly half, as it does, of Roman Catholies, we can be
Placed in jeopardy er incur danger of any kind, by
simply allowing this association to hold and own its own
property. I am at a total loss to know wby I, as a member
of.this House, should lift up my hand and vote to throw
this measure out without knowiug what it asks for, or without knowing the necessities of those wbo are petitioning
in mcorporation, simply because of the prejuthis oouse for
dices ef some gentlemen, not against tho prciples ef this
measure, not agaIt the Act ,of corporation, but simrply
against the word "Orange" itself. Why, Mr. .Speaker,
when I sit down to my breakfast every mornig, they
place before me a dish with oranges iu it; and I think
it would bo just as reasonable if I turned round to the
waiter and said: "IHow dare you place that objectionable word, that objectionable color before me ?"-as that
hon. gentlemen, representatives of the people of Canada,
in this the ninoteenth century,• should get up .in this
fHouse and say, as they have actually said here to-day,
"cWedo not object to the principle mnvolved in this Bill; we
do not object to the incorporation asked for at the bands of
this Society; we do not object to the idea that they should
hold and own their own property; but we do object to the
word 'Orange!' We have an everlasting quarrel with that
word; we have an everlasting quarrel with that color."
Why, Mr. Speaker, I cannot conceive that this House will
accept of the proposition that bas been offered here, and
that this measure will be thrown out l ithe manner which
bas been proposed. I cannot conceive, Mr. Speaker, that if
hon. gentlemen believed that this was to be the final settle-
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ment of this question, that they should act in the manoer
Mr. IVES. No, no.
pro osed. I cannot conceive that hon. gentlemen will come
Mr. BOWELL. There are some who evidently think so or
to e conclusion that, if this were the last time and the only they would not have made the remarks whieh they have made.
oceaion upon which this question could be submitted to the It may be that the hon.gentleman from Richmond and Wolfe
House, they could stand up in their places and treat it in this thinks he concentrates in himself all the knowledgo of all
way; and, Mr. Speaker, my experience, as a candidate for the the members ; I am only referring to those who have already
Local Legislature ten years ago, and as a candidate for this addressed the House, some of whom objected to affirming
louse in 1878 and again as a candidate for a seat in this the principles of the Bill on the second reading. The motion
flouse in 1882, convinces me that this is one of the issues, is not upon the second reading of the Bill. The first readand one of the questions of the day; that it must be ing of the Bill has been accepted, and the hon. member for
met with, it must be dealt with on its merits, and that it East Hastings asks that a day shall be set in the future for the
must be so decided ; and consequently I prefer here in my second reading, and the amendment is that it shall not
place to-day to say I shall vote for the printing and fixing be read upon that particular day, whatever day it may be,
of a day for the second reading of this Bill, in order that but that it shall receive the second reading six months
it may come before the House; in order that we may hence. The hon. member for Centre Montrea[ stated that
have a thorough and complete examination of the whole this was the course pursued when the Bill was intro:luced
question, of the objects of these gentlemen, and of the in 1856. The hon. gentleman is not, I think, strictly correasons, why it should be submitted to this House of rect in that remark. The introduction of the Bill was made
Parliament. After that, afler being cognisant of all the by the thon momber for North Hastings. It was rend the
facts, after having weighed the question, after we have first time, and a motion for the six months' hoist
found what its effects will be on society, and upon the was proposed when the second reading was moved. Tho
interests of the country-then, Mr. Speaker, we can rise discourtesy with which an hon. gentleman claims the Bill
in our places and give an intelligent, and impartial, and is being treated is from the fact that the House is asked to
an unbiassed vote upon this question. Therofore, Mr. Speaker, refuse to allow the Bill to be considered at some future
I say before sitting down, I apologise +o the House for period. Now, whatever may be the opinion of the ma.
taking up so much of its time, but feeling as I do, coming jority or the minority upon the merits of the Bill, whicli is a
from the Province of Ontario, and having had as great, if question to be discussed hereafter, I think it would only be
not greater opportunities of knowing the views and the a matter of courtesy that a day should be fixed for the
wishes and the feelings of the Catholies of that great Pro- second. reading, and then when we come to disvince, I could not bave sat here and given a silent vote on cuss the principle of the Bill-though I understand
this question; therefore I shahl vote to give this Bill the for I have not read it all, that it is simply intendel te givo
sane treatment and the same measure of due consideration power to hold certain property and erect buildings upon itand justice which is mcted out to every othier body in the we can discuss the whole question. If it be beyond our concommunity.
stitutional powers let the Private Bills Committee treat it
Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I feel like the lion. gentle- procisely as they would treat other Bills-throw out those
man who has just sat down, that I cannot give a silent vote clauses which are considered unconstitutional, and which
on this question ; still ut the same time, i shal make my belong exclusivoly to Local Legislatures. It seems to me
woul be-Lwill not say tho more courteou, but corremarks exceedingly brief, as I do not intend to cnter intot
its discussion just now; but I think, Mr. Speaker, that it tainly the more usual course to be taken in questions of this
would be exceedingly uncourteous and un fair to throw out
There are other reasons which may induce many hon.
this Bill without knowing what is in it. This Bill has only members to vote against the Bill. I will not discuss these
now been introduced into the House ;and to give a vote to reasons just now, but I am satisfied ofthis, and I make the
it out, without so much asever looking into it, without a9sortion with a thorough knowledge of what I am speaking
throbn
so much as admitting a discussion of it, I think would be to -that it will not be to the detriment of the Orange instisay the least unwise. It may b all very well for hon. gent]e- tution if the principle upon which it is based is to have
men from the Province of Quebec to treat such a Bill in this a full, clear and calm discussion such as I think the louse
cavalier manner, but let me tell these hon. gentlemen that eould give it if necessary. The hon. member for Gloucester
the Orangemen of Ontario form a very large and influen- says it is well known what the principles ofthe Order are. I
tial body of the people. They form a great proportion of will not diEcussthat question, but I direct the hon. gentlethe people of that Province; we cannot ignore their exist- man's attention to the remarks of the hon. member for
ence, for they are everywhere, and to throw out the Bill in Bothwell, who has spoken of the Order as he has found it in
this way, without even admitting it to discussion, I can Ontario, both as a private individual and during his political
assure hon. gentlemen would produce very bad feeling in career. I am glad to know, whatever may have been the
Ontario. I ask the hon. gentleman who last addressed this divisions between certain classes of society in the past, that
House, and who hs said that there are ninety members so far as their intercourse, private, social and political, lu
bore from the Province of Ontario, what is the reason that Ontario is concerned, both sides have learned the principle
of
there are so few Catholics among these members? Why of live and let live; and I think I can appeal on behalf
citizens
fellow
Cathohe
Roman
my
to
body,
Orange
the
population?
their
to
are not they represented according
and lu
Simply from vexatious thing3 of this kind ; simply that a of Ontario, to say whether in our municipal council
feeling of irritation is kept up by eue parto refusing te the our daily intercourse-political, social and municipal-they
fehngeofirita atndsietubonepar thy re gotitled. have not been met fairly and honestly upon general quesother the fair play and justice te which they are notitled. tions, apart, of course, from those questions in which it
The prieiple upon which I act is equal rights to all, and I might be believed, that the beliefs of that portion of
say it would be extremely unceurteous net to admit this thb rtsatcmuiy
ih
o
ecniee
Bill to discussion, and shall therefore oppose the motion to the Protestant community might neth tconsiderod
i inu this
hs nermnyu
in jeopardy.
I fiud ne fanît with- those who
crushcrs
it
unceremonious way.
differ from us, for in this free country under the British
I think it would be well before the Constitution we can happily all think and speak as we beMr. BOWELL.
motion is put that hon. gentlemen should understand pre- lieve on religions matters; and so long as one does not intercisely what the motion is. From the remarks which have fere with the other we need have little fear of any collision
fallen from some other hon. gentlemen, it would seem that taking place. I am not going into a defence of the princithey are under the impression that they are about to vote ples of the Orange Order, but I can only say to the honorable
memller for Gloucester that if he takes the trouble to read
for or against the second reading.
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the. constitution of the Order-that which is essential to the that could have on the country or on the goneral interests
initiation of an Orangeman-he would ftnd that with the ex- of tho people I am not prepared to say until I see the Bill.
ception of its being an organization of Protestants, ho would I ask that the Bill be printed and circulated ; then any hon,
say of it as was said to me by a prominent gentleman in the gentleman who does not wish to support it will be at liberty
House, high in his church, that ho thought that it was an to vote against it. I appeal to the hon. member for Monassociation of ultramontane Protestants. I suppose that it treal East, under the circumstances, to withdraw his motion
will be granted that the Protestant proportions of the com- and let a day be fixed for the second reading. Thon the
munity have as good a right to be ultramontane Protestants people interested will feel that some justice and fair play
as the Catholics have to be ultramcntane Catholies; and as been done them.
if it be now absolutely necessary that tiere should be a superMr. McNEILL. I just wish to say half a dozen words.
loyal or ultra-loyal society in this country, bound to I give the hon. member from Montreal East perfect credit
maintain the connection between this country and for good faith in the course he has taken. I am perfectly
the British Crown, and to be ready on all occasions to satisfied that when he rose ho rose te do that which ho
defend lier Majesty against either internal or externalt believed was conducive to peace and goodwill; but I wish
attacks, certainly a society of that kind, so long as it to tell him that overy Orangeman in Ontario and throughadheres to those principles, cannot, by any possibility, do out the Dominion will consider his motion not as an
anyone any harn. I take itforgranted that every man who attempt to prevent discussion, but as an attempt to stifle
values the connection between this and the Mother Country, this Bill: and I ask him whether ho thinks that impression
who values the British Constitution, and believes that going abroad will tend to the promotion of peace and goodit contains within itself the greatest amount of liberty will throughout the Dominion.
which a free people can desire, that no one else should govern
Amendrment (Mr. Coursol), six months' hoist, negatived
the British portion of this continent except those who are
loyal to the British Crown, and if it is to be an objection to on the following division: this society that it is a loyal association, then let us know
it. I do not pretend to say that there are not others
Messieurs
equally as loyal as they, but I think that it is no objection
De St. Georges,
McDonaldcape.3reton)
to any society, whether Catholic or Protestant, that it Amot,
Desauluiera,
Mackenzie,
should be called a loyal institution. I hope the Ilouse Béchard,
Desjardins,
McMilIan (Huron>,
will agree to fix a day for the consideration of this ques- Benoit,
Bergeron,
Dodd,
Moillan (Vaudreuil),
tion, and that is really all we have before us at present. If Bernier,
Dugas,
McGreevy,
Dupont,
Mclntyre,
on any future occasion the Bill is proceeded with, I, as a Billy,
Blanchet.
Fleming,
Mclsaac,
member of that society. shall be prepared to discuss its Blondeau,
Fortin,
Massue,
precepts and principles, and I think it can be shown that Boldu,
Fréchette,
léthot,
Gagné,
Mitchell,
they are such as very few members of any church or religious Bossé,
Geoffrion,
Bourass3a,
Montpiaisir,
body in this country will object to. But in the meantime Bourbea,
Gigault,
Mulock,
we have simply to say whether we will allow this Bill to Burns,
GillmorPinsonneanit,
Girouard (Jac. Cartier),"ope'
be set down for a second reading. That is the only question Cameron (t-Tron),
Campbell (enfiew),
Girouard (Kent),
Rifre
we have to decide at the present moment.
Cjaron,
Granibois,
Riopel,
Guilbault,
Somerville
(Bruce),
Mr. IVES. The hon. Minister of Customs did me the casey,
Hackett,
Springer,
honor to mention my name in the course of his remarks. Cata,
laTassé,
I would like to explain the quandary in which I find myself Charlton,
Hlton,hopson,
Ilurtean,
Trow,
placed. I had docided to vote for the amendment of the Cimon,
Ives,
Valin,
on. member for Montreal East, because I thought this colby,
Jackson,
Vanasse,
Costigan,
question should be treated differently from ordinary ques- Cough lin,
Labrosse,
Weldoni
Landerkin,
Wells,
tions that come before the House. I do not consider that Coursol,
Langevin,
Wheler,
any discourtesy is done by moving the six month's hoist at curran,
Cuthbert,
Laurier,
Wilson,
this stage. This is not an ordinary question. It is a mat- Daly,
Lesage,
Wood (Westmoreland),
Lister,
Wright.-E9.
ter about which the members of the Mouse and the people Daoust,
LMvingstone,
of this city have been talking for weeks, and everybody De Beaujeu,
understands- it. Hon. members may, therefore, vote for
the six months' hoist with perfect propriety, and without
Messieurs
any discourtesy to the promotem of the-Bill. That was my
Gunn,
Pickard,
Allen,
the hon. Minister of Customs spoke; but Allison,
opinion before P
Haggart,
Platt,
when I find a member of the Government, and that particu- Armstrong,
Harley,
Ray,
Jar member who is supposed to represent the Battle of the Auger,
Hawkin s,
Reid,
Hay,
Richey,
Boyne and its associations, telling us that it is discourteous Bain,
Robertson (Hamilton),
Heuson,
to do so, and very severely rebuling us if we dissent, I BardVictoria),
Hickey,
Robertson (Hastings),
would like really to know what to do. For my part I am Beaty,
Ross (Lisgar),
Hilliard,
Rose (Middlesex),
Homer,
in a quandary, and I would lik to ask whether the hon. Bell,
Innes,
Rykert,
a
Minister of Customs is speaking for the Government, for
Scott,
Irvine,
himself, or for the Orange Order.
Jamieson,
Scriver,
Brecken,
Keefler,
Shakespeare,
1fr. BOWELL. I speak exclusively for mysolf and upon Bupee'(St John),
Kilvert,
8mall,
my own responsibility, and for no one else.
Somerville (Brant),
King,
Burpee (Sunbury),
Kinney,
Sproule,
Mr. BEATY. I only rise to ask that the House give this CJaneron (Victoria),
Kirk,
Sutherland (Oxford),
Bill ordinary fiir play. I am quite sure that a motion for 1Cochrane,
Sutherland (Selkirk),
Kranz,
Macdonald (Sir John), Taylor,
the six months' hoist is a very nusual one to make on the 1Cockburn,
Mackintosh,
Tilley,
Cook,
question of fixing a day for the second reading of a Bill. It iDavies,
Tupper (Cumberland),
McCallum,
is quite true that, from the discussion to-day, we have learned Dawso'n,
Tupper (Pictou),
Mc0arthy,
T rhitt,
McCraney,
do
not
know
Dickinson,
this
Bill;
but
I
the
purport
of
something of
llace (Albert),
McDougald,
what the Bill is, except that it is an Act of Incorporation, to Dundas.
Wallace (York),
McLelan,
enable this body to hold and deal with land. What effect Farrow,
Watson,
McNeill,
Ur. BowrLL.
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ous in that vast territory, before it becomes divided into
separate Provinces. I, therefore, move :
That the Bill be recomrmitted with instructions to add a proviso that
the corporation shall, within ten years after its acquisition of any real
estate, dispose of such real estate as is not required for the use and occupation or other like purposes of the corporation.

Mr. McCALLUM. I call your attention, Mr. Speaker,
Mr.
I simply wish to say that tho Bill
to the fact that the hon. member for East Simeoc has not which WILLIAMS.
has been placed in my hands, when brought before
voted.
the Committee, contained no restrictions whatever as regards
Mr. COOK. I voted nay.
limitation of extent of territory which this corporation
might hold. It struck me that this was rathor a dangerous
BILL INTRODUCED.
power to give a corporation of this kind, particularly in a
new country, and that was desirable that a limitation
The following Bill was introduced and rend the first of some kind should be itplaced
upon it. I suggested Eonie
time:amendments to the Committee, limiting the time which the
Bill (No. 88) to unite the Winnipeg and Hudson's Bay real estate could be held under this Bill; but the Committeo
Railway and Steamship Company, and the Nelson Valley seem to think it desirable that no limitation whatever as to
Railway and Transportation Company, into one Company, time should be made. Of course, if a general principlo
under the name of the Winnipeg and Hudson's Bay Railway i is te be laid down, and the Iouse is te adopt the amendment
Stoamship Company.-(Mr. Cameron, Victoria.)
of my hon. friend from West Durham, I am sure I am perfcctly willing to accept it.
UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN.
Motion agreed to; and the House resolvcd itself into
Committee.
Mr. WILLIAMS moved the consideration of Bill (No. 18)
Bill amended and reportcd, and read the third time, and
to incorporate the University of Saskatchewan, and to
authorize the establishment of Colleges within the limits of passed.
the Diocese of Saskatchewan.
CREDIT FONCIER FRANCO-CANADIEN.
Mr. BLAKE. Pursuant to a notice I gave in reference
IIouse again resolved itself into Committec of the Wlhu!o
to this Bill, Ipropose to move an amendment to it. it is of
considerabje consequence we should lay down a rule in on Bill (No. 22) respecting the Crédit Foncier Firnereference to the holding of land in mortmain in the North- Canadien.-(Mir. Desjardins.)
West Territories. J see no objection to institutions of this
(In the Comnmittee.)
kind acquiring for their own use and purposes all the real
serious
make
use
of,
nor
do
I
see
any
property they can
Mr. BLAKE moved the addition of the following
objection to their acquiring, by way of endowment, pur- clausechase, devise, or gift, or otherwise, real estate. On the
In case any person liable to pay or entitled to redeem any mottgago
contrary, in that country of which, as I said the other iheretofore executed to the said company, at any time before the period
which the same is payable, tenders or pays to the company any parL
evening, real estate is the currency, it seems to me highly at
the principal money and interest to the time of payment on such
reasonable they should get, from the benevolently disposed, of
part, together with three months further interest in lieu of notice, no
lands which will be ultimately of importance by way of' further interest shall be chargeable, payable or recoverable, at any
accumulating an endowment fund; but I see serious objections time thereafter, on the principal money or interest so paid or tenito the dispositions of this Bill as reported from the Private dered.
Amendment agreed te.
Bills Committee. The Bill provides that the University
may hold property in mortmain provided the revenue
Mr. DESJARDINS moved the introduction of the
shall not exceed $50,000 calculated at 4 per cent ; clause providing that the company shall transmit a stateThere is no ment of its affairs annually to the hon. Finance Minister.
or a capital value of $1,250,000.
provision for the attainment of this capital value
Amendment agreed te.
from anybody except the institution itself; and I
Mr. BLAKE. It has been represented to me, since the
think it would not be taking an illiberal view tos ay
that it would be a very long time before the corporators last discussion that the effect of the Quebec Act is to allow
would come to the conclusion that they had more than 1 per cent. per annum to be allowed teobe charged for
That mode of administration ; and the practical result of our administra$1,250,000
worth of real estate.
restricting the holding of real estate does not appear tion, as the Bill now stands, will be that this corporation
to me the proper logical and reasonable mode. The true will be entitled to charge 8 per cent. plus 1 per cent.
method to avert the evil we want to avert, viz.: the holding, for administration expenses, that is 9 per cent. If that
for too long a time, in mortmain, land in the North-West, is be so, the result will be to place this company in a better
that which has been adopted by the several Provinces-to position than other companies, and to bring about the
prescribe the time in which land acquired as endowment, result that was not intended by Parliament.
not wanted for their own purposes, shall be disposed of. In
Mr. DESJARDINS. Borrowers might accept or reject
Ontario, twelve or fourteen years ago, we maie a limitation offers made by this company; they were, of course, not
of seven years. Corporations are allowed, of all descriptions bound to accept them.
of this character, to acquire by gift, devise, or purchase, real
Bill roported.
estate, but there is that limitation upon them-unless it is
wanted for their own use and occupation, they must dispose
TIRD READINGS.
of it in one way or another within seven years. Now, some
The following Bills were severally considered in Comfriends have suggested that that period may perhaps be too
short for the North-West. I do not wholly concur in that mittee, read the third time, and passed :Bill (No. 24) te incorporate the Manitoba and Northview myself, but I was not unwilling to treat the subject as
liberally as was possible, and I adopted the suggestion of ton Western Fire Insurance Company.-(Mr. Suthorland,
years. It seems to me that ton years is qmuite enough in Selkifk.)
Bill (No. 27) to amend the Act to incorporate the Ontario
laying down a general principle of acting with reference te
these institutions, which wo believe and hope wili be numer- and Quebec Railway Company.-(Mr. Wells.)
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Legislature of Nova Scotia and obtained an Act of inoorporaTHE ACADIA POWDER COMPANY.
tion from the local Parliament of that year. In that Act the
Mr. TUPPER moved that the House resolve itsel lf provision to which the hon. gentleman has referred was
into Committee on Bill (No. 40) to grant certain power s included, in increasing the capital stock of the company and
to the Acadia Powder Company.
giving them power to increase it still.further to the amount
Mr. WELDON. 1 think that a special report was mad e of $200,000, making it, in all, $300,000. The Act for which
with regard to this Bill by the Standing Committee onn application is now made is for the purpose of extending the
Private Bills, in which the question of the jurisdiction of operations of the company through the other Provinces
this House in this matter was reserved. No objection is,. I outside of Nova Scotia ; and just as the Electric Light
may explain, offered to the Bill on its merits ; the question , Company desired, and as other companies desire special
is, whether a company incorporated under a Loca il Acts-as, for example, the Pictou Coal and Iron Company in
Act, as this has been, can be entertained byy 1875, and the Consolidated Iron Company in 1874-this
this House. I understand that this company wass company desires that they may have power to operate
originally incorporated with a capital of $150,000, th e throughout the whole Dominion. The hon. gentleman will
shares being $81,000 each ; and under the Act 43 Vie., th e agree with me that the last clause of the Bill, as reported by
capital was reduced to $100,000 with power to increase it t o the Committee, was one which was very fully discussed
#200,000 ; and these Acts remain in force. This has been aa there, and that I cited a number of procedents showing that
manufacturing company, and a certain section of their Ac t section eighteen of the Joint Stock Companies' Act, which
of incorporation gives them power to manufacture, sell,_and d requires the companies to pay up 10 per cent. yearly until
extend their business throughout the Dominion ; and th e the whole capital is paid up, was excepted. The principle
question raised is, whether this is a matter of contraet upon which the exception was made was that the company
and as they have received their powers under Acts of the having proven that it was a bondfide concern, and having
Local Legislature, whether this Parliament can deal shown that special reasons existed for the exception,
with a company of this kind. This is a vory important was entitled to the benefit of that consideration ; and
question, and I am sorry that my hon. friend I showed that this company occupied a position far
from Bellechasse, who raised it, is not in his seat. . stronger in that respect than any of the others I
There is another point teobe observed. Under the Joint mentioned because they were all untried experiments.
Stock Companies' Act, which was passed in 1869, the Gov. The position of the Acadia Powder Company is far stronger.
ernment is empowered to issue letters patent to any com- They have operated successfully ever since 1863; they first
pany making application within certain limitation. That took advantage of the Joint Stock Companies' Act; there
Act was very carefully considered when it was adopted by were twenty-five men of capital, who undertook to subscribe
Parliament, and amendments to it have rarely been made 25 per cent. of the stock ; and the Act to which
since that time. We generally find that when a company the hon. gentlemen referred will show further that, in 1869,
does not incorporate under that Act, they propose that when they applied to Parliament for a charter, their assets
certain sections of the Act shall not apply in their case. It in cash and land amounte to $50,000. Sirice that date there
seems to me that this is a bad precedent for the louse to has been a further payment of capital, though I have not been
establish, because the result of the continued application informed of the amount.
will ba to render the Act inoperative. In justice to the
Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Last Session a question liko
hon. gentleman who introduced the Bill, I say that there this arose in the Committee. A very strong opinion was
are very good reasons in this case whysection 18 of the Joint expressed at that time by the legal members of the CommitStock Companies' Bill should not apply. There is another tee as well as by the hon. leader of the Government. Under
difficulty whieh I desire to point out. The Bill as amended these circumastances, I would move t.hat the Committeo rise
provides that the increase of the capital of the Company and report progress.
should only be by a two-thirds vote, the Committee having
Progress reported; Commiftoe to sit again.
suggested that amendment in accordance with the principle
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left the Chair.
laid down by Parliament. Now, the Nova Scotia Act provides for an increase of $200,000 simply by a majority, and
difficulty may arise irom a conflict with these two Acts. So
After Recess.
far as the merits of the Bill are concerned, I have no objec.
tion to it, the only question to my mind being, first, the
ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA.
power of this Parliament, and, second, the propriety of
Mr. TASSÉ (Translation). Mr. Speaker, Ihave the honor
acting under the Joint Stock Companies' Act.
Motion agreed to; and the House resolved itself into to propose the second reading of the Bill for the establishment of the Royal Society of Canada. As the preamble sets
Committee.
forth, this Society has for its object, to stimulate literary and
(In the Committee.)
scientific development in this country, to publish memoirs
Mr. TUPPER. The question which the hon. gentleman judged worthy of its adoption, to offer prizes for competition,
has raised came up for consideration before the Private Bills and to create a museum of archives, ethnology, archeology
Committec, and finally a conclusion was arrived at that the and -natural history. This is an undertaking as compre.
question might be considered by the House if the House hensive as it is noble, which appeals for our best sympathy
deemed it desirable. The question itself is not af all a new and encouragement. It will, in the first instance, justify
one. The jurisdiction of this Parliament in matters of the title assumed by this society.
Presumptuous
this kind bas frequently been raised in other Sessions though it may appear for mere coloniats, as we are generally
and very often discussed.
During the last Session of called, I am proud to say that it has received the cordial
this House a very full discussion of the matter took place approbation of ler Gracions Majesty Queen Victoria, who,
upon the Act to incorporate an Electrie Light Company. we are happy to realize, at all times manifests the most
As far back as 1862 the members of this company ¿took the lively interest for the development of literature, arts and
benefit of the Joint Stock Companies' Act in Nova Scotia, sciences, not only in the United Kingdom, but wherever
with a double liability, which Act requires that not lesq than ier Imperial Sceptre extends-over ler vast domains on
twenty-five shall subscribe a certain amount of capital, and which the sun never sets. Far is it indeed from our aspirapay in 25 per cent. thereof, and they have operated their tions to rival the famous Royal Society of England; but we
business successfully ever since, In 1869, they came to the wish to follow in its footsteps, inspired by its exampler by
Mr. DESJARDINS.
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its glorious traditions, and lay the foundation for a grand 1 Literary and Hietorical Society of Quebec. A very modest
and powerful literary institution in this great land of Society, it is true, but one which bas rendered very importCanada. We are all aware that we are indebted to the ant services, by the numerous memoirs which it has
enlightened foresight of His Excellency the Governor Gen- published on many subjects of the greatest importance, and
oral, for the initiative in the foundation of this society. The yet which were least known in our history. It was this
Marquis of Lorne bas not been satisfied merely to zealonsly same Governor who erected a common monument to Wolfe
discharge the duties imposed on him; to travel over and and Montcaln, to remind the descendants of these two
study with care our country, an immense country, as ex- great warriors, who both died on the field of honor, that
tensive as Europe, to exalt its importance, its resources and they can find in their past history that which will make
its future, in terms which have reechoed in the Mother thom join in a common sentiment of respect and admiration
Country, and which, in a word, have become our best emigra- for the examples of courage, honor and heroism, of which
tion agent-if I may be permitted an expression which ex- they can never be too proud. The Marquis of Lorne was
presses so well the- practical result of bis speeches-but it not disposed to appear less enlightened and generous
bas been bis aim a1lo to leave bebind him the souvenir of a towards us, because the Royal Society of Canada, as the
Mocenas, of a patron of letters, of science and art. This sections of which it is composed indicate, is not a society
rôle of patron of the arts, becomes the more Fo that the consecrated entirely to the language of Shakespeare and
Marquis of Lorne, inasmuch as he wields with as much Byron. It contains an exclusively distinct section for
distinction the pen, as bis noble wife does the brush. French literature.
Something over forty years ago
Already he bas done much for art in concert with Her another predecessor of His Excellency, of whose record
Royal Highiness the Princess Louise in establishing an we have no happy recollections, for he wished the annihilaacademy, an exposition of art, and in taking under his pro- tion of our race, passed a very sovere judgment against us
tection young artists. He nowdesires to complete his work in a celebrated memoirI: "Canadians are without a history
in founding a literary and scientific society, recruited from the and a literature." Evidently Lord Durham had not rend
ranks of our most distinguished literary and scientific mon. our history, for it is one of the richest, one of the most
The society embraces four subjects: lst, French literature, affecting epochs of which any race in the world can
hisiory and archæology ; 2nd, English literature,history and boast. Already has it inspired foreign writers-Longfellow
archæology; 3rd, The sciences of mathematics, chemistry and Parkman-with imperishable pages. As for our
and physics; 4tb, The science of geology and biology. literature, there was justification for Lord Durham's utterThe number of members must be necessarily limited. Each ances. It had not been called into lifo. The breath of persection will comprise twenty, or eighty in all. It is secution and political contests kept its light under the
impossible to examine ibis list without being agreeably bushel. But what progress under the new era 1-under
surprised that in a young country like Canada, which is the era of liberty ! What a rich literary growth ! We
naturally absorbed in material pre-occupations, we have have now universities, seminaries, colleges, convents, which
been able to find so many who have been deemed worthy are veritable sanctuaries of science and literature, freof the choice of His Excellency. We may be surprised at quented not only by our own children, but by hundreds of
the absence of certain names which do not appear for one young gentlemen Lelonging to the best American families,
reason or another. Some have even manifested for this who come to pay a brilliant and solemn tribute to the
degree of honor, the supreme contempt which Piron superiority of teaching which they receive fron among us.
exhibited for the French Academy, when lie wrote hi, We have orators, historians, poets, writers of fiction, and
celebrated epigram :
journalists, who have won reputation even in Europe, and
whose works were reprodu,ed, or favorably noted in the
''Here lies Piron, who was nothing,
best reviews of France. What, therefore, would be the
Not even Academician."
surprise of this presumptuous Lord Durham, if he could
Others may console themselves for not seeing their names come forth from the tomb, where ho was prematurely conamong the members of this society by the recollection of tsigned by the misfortune of his mission to Canada, to sec
Molière, the great comedian, who not being ab!e to secure how completely passing events have falsified bis anticipaadmission to the Academy, inspired one of the Forty tions of the future of our race, which, thank God, is still
immortels to write the following verse, which alone was flourishing stronger and more powerful than ever. The
wortby of a seat:
eulogy of the French Academy, of these forty immortals of
"ITothing is wanting for his glory. Ours is incompete without Iiim.' this great institution, the only one which is much thought
of in the Mother Country-this eulogy is now unnecessary
I observed a moment ago that the members of the society to make. We have its testimony to establish the importance
would be reciuited from the different parts of the country, of the Royal Society of Canada. We can judge of the very
including Newfoundland. Thus the Royal Society of flattering and sympathetic ternis in which it hails its foundCanada ha annexed by a literary chain the Island of ation, if I may be permitted to read a letter addressed by the
Newfoundland, awaiting in the meantime for the distin- permanent Secretary of the French Academy to the
guished leader of tie Government to annex politically this Hon. Ur. Chauveau, former member of Parliament, and
Island, which alone is wanting to complete the glory of the Vice President of the Royal Society of Canada. Ilere is the
great Confederation of the Provinces of British North letter:
America. Mr. Speaker, most useful and advantageous
"I am in receipt, with the letter which you did me the honor of
results will follow from those co-workers of thought, writing
to me the third of this month, of the report which it contains
who heretofore have scarcely known one another. After of the inaugural meeting of the Royal Society of Canada, and I
hastened
to lay it in its entirety before the Academy at its last assembly.
the
between
louse
barriers
Custom
having abolished the
organizing as you say in imitation of our French Institute, and in
Provinces, after having concluded a political union between In
imitation ot the Royal 8ociety of England, the Canadian Academy bas
them, which I trust vill be indissoluble, it was given to friendly nations a testimony of good will and affectionate
desirable that this political federation should be crowned esteem. The Academy thanks you for having informed it of your
organization, and for having done so with no much cordiality, and in
with an intellectual, a scientific and literary federation. It language
so elevated, so pure, and so French. The old Academy of
structure
erected
of
the
great
word,
the
crowning
was, in a
France delights to extend its right band of fellowahip to the new bora
by the statesmen where genins accomplished the work of Royal Society of Canada. and wishing that it may, after three hundred
of existence, be as flourishing as ber elder sister has the happiness
Confederation. A long time bas elapsed-it was in 1826- years
to be to-day. The speeches delivered at the second inaugural session
another Governor, Lord Dalhousie, established in the have been greatly appreciated. by my fellow members, who all
ancient city of Quebec a society which was called the applauded their eloquence. Particularly impressed with the sympatby
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worthy of our aspirations, of our most cordial endorsation.
It is, therefore, with confidence that I ask its incorporation,
pursuaded that there will be only one vote in this Chamber,
to adopt it, and to thank His Excellency for having adorned
the country with a society so useful and so important.
"CAMILE DouCeT."
Mr. ROSS (Middlesex). I am indebted to the kindness
In order to enable the society to accomplish its work with of the promoters of this Bill for the honor of being called
success, that is to say, to open its courses, give prizes, pub- upon to second the motion- proposed by the senior member
Iish its memoirs, establish a museum, it will be necessary, at for the city of Ottawa. The occasion of asking this House
all times, to come to its assistance, in appropriating each to consider the subject of incorporating a society bearing
year a certain sum for the above object. I trust, therefore, the name of the Royal Society of Canada is, I trust, an
that the Government, over which presides so intelligent a occasion of considerable interest to every member of this
man, a man who las always proved himselfa friend of litera- Ilouse. We have, Sir, been favored by those who have
ture, of science and art in Canada, will deem it bis duty to ask occupied vice-regal positions in this country with a large
an appropriation, in order to enable the ]Royal Society of degree of attention to literary affairs. Besides performing
Canada to accomplish, in the most effectualmanner possible, the ordinary duties of their administration, our Governors
the important mission which bas devolved upon it. Per- General have repeatedly called the attention of Canadians
suaded that the Parliament which represents the collective to the importance of cultivating a literary taste, and
wisdom and enlightenment of the country, will not hesitate developing a further acquaintance with those scientific
to sanction it. We are aware that in the United States the pursuits, which would not only inform us as to the nature
Smithssonian Institute expends each year considerable sums and extent of the natural resources of our own country, but
of money to distribute its publications, so useful in nearly enable us to keep pace with the progress of knowledge in
all branches of human knowledge, but we must not forget other countries. It remained to His Excellency the
that this institution was largely endorsed by its founder a Marquis of Lorne to suggest to us the formation of a society
rich Englishman, James Smithson, who bequeathed it bearing a close analogy to the Royal Society of England,
half a million of dollars. In many other countries where and baving for its distinctive purpose the pursuit of
Smithson is yet unborn, and unfortunately thore are veryj scientific investigations, particularly in connection with
few of them in this country, the Governments have not Canadian affairs. Yon will see, by the preamble of this Bill,
hesitated to subsidize institutions of this kind. Each year,i that its first object is "toencourage studios and investigations
Mr. Speaker, we expend millions upon millions to constructi in literature and science." Sir, we appreciate the kindness
railroads, to pierce tunnels, open canals, dredge rivers or of His Excellency in thus assisting us in our earliest enharbors, in a word to increase the facilities of commerce andi deavors to establish the literature of this country upon a
industry. I applaud all these expenditures, all these im-] purely scientific basis. Brought up as ho was, in literary
provements, they are of a nature to incrcase a hundred-g circles in the Old Country, in the air of Oxford and London,
fold the wealth of the country, to facilitate inter-communi- we can well understand how anxious he was that we, in
cation among the people, and to assign us a rank more and Canada, less favored than the old land with such advantages,
more important among nations. But, Mr. Speaker, proud should at an carly period in our history attend to those
as I am of material progress, we must not let ourselves be scientific pursuits which reflect such honor and credit on his
entirely absorbed by finance, by matter, by baser metal native country. And, Sir, allow me to say, as a Canadian, that
alone, with many others I will exclaim sursun corda. I believe the field to which h lias directed our attention is
Let us also think of the pre-occupations, of the glory, an excoedingly interesting one. The geology of Canada
of the utility of things in the mental order. In look- must of itself, be a source of great interest to every Canaing at matters in a practical light let us not forget that a dian. Having bore the oldest geological formation in the
simple scientific invention might change the economic con- world, formations which are identified with Canadian names,
dition ofthe world. Let us not forgetthat science alone can it is certainly of interest to us that we should still further
enable us to discover, to explore all the vast troasures which pursue our investigations, and ascertain the true position
are concealed in the lands of our vast country. Let us not for- and nature of these formations. Not only are such investiget that science and literature united can do much to attract gations interesting to Canadians from a purely scientific
towards us public attention, to attract to our shores the vast point of view, but also from a utilitarian point of view.
flood of Europeau immigration in search of homes, of bread Those formations indicate to a certain extent the mineral
and liberty. Let as not forget, either, that the most illus- resources which contribute so largely to the wealth and
trious people have not been the richest or the most popu- prosperity of the country; and it is well for us that we
lous, but those who have been the most eminent for works should patiently and carefully examine them, in order to
of genius, those who have left behind them literary monu- ascertain their extent and locality. Not only our geoloments more durable than the pyramids thlemselves, more gical formations, but everything of a scientific nature, will
lasting than brass cure perennis. As I have the honor of probably come under the purview of this society-the zoo logy,
sitting beside three gentlemen who bear the pœtic names thb history, the archeology, of Canada. Everything in conof Homer, Shakespeare and Burns, it will suffico for me to nection with those scientific enquiries which reflect so largely
remark that the three great poets from which they, I hope, the intelligence of a nation must be of interest to us; and
descend in a direct lino, have done more to immortalize it will eortainly form no unimportant era in our history, if,
Greece, England and Scotland than their most eminent as the result cf the formation of this society, we receive
statesmen and distinguished warriors. A noble Frenchman, broader views of these matters, and the people of this country
a sincere friend of our country, has delineated our true become more intelligent and botter informed with regard to
course, with a remarkable sagacity in the prophetic book them. But mucb as we shall value and appreciate the inwhich he bas published in our behalf. Whilst, said ho, in vestigations of this society in these fields, to my mind the
thelUnited States, the public mind is engrossed in commerce, ssecond purpose of the society, that is, to enquire into the
in industry, in its adoration of the golden calf, it belongs to history of danada, and further elucidate those great events
.Canada to appropriate with disinterestedness and a noble in our history which are of so much importance to us, must
pride the intellectual, the scientific side of American life in echiefly attract public attention. It is generally supposed
giving preference to the cultivation of sentiment of thought tthat the history of Canada is a very uneventful one. Our
and the beautiful. This is truly the mission of the Royalih historians so far have furnished very meagre details of the
Society of Canada, it is a noble and enlightened mission, 1]history of our country. I doubt very much whether we
Mr. TAsst.
whieh your illustrious patron desires to prove and express for France,
the Academ wishes you to convey to His Excellency the expression of
its respectfu jgratitude.
"Accept also, Mr. Vice-President, our most sincere thanks, and permit
me to add thereto the assurance of my highest consideration and entire
devotion.
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have yet a really readable history of Canada. We have no
Macaulay, no Collier, no Greene, no Freeman, to tell us, in
interesting periods, the story of the leading events in our
history.
Mr. LAURIER. We have a Garneau.
Mr. ROSS. Yes, we bave a Garneau, who bas dealt in
great minuteness of detail, with the French period in
Canada; but, with that exception, no man bas written the
history of Canada in such a way as to excite the interest
and pride of Canada's sons. This is a great loss to Canada;
and if this Society did uothing more than secure for us, in
an interesting and readable form, the story of the events of
Canadian history. it would confer upon us a great boon.
The researches of La Verandrye, the discoveries of Champlain, and the explorations of Cartier and others, who
endured toi] and fatigue in Canada's early days-these, in
themselves, form a very interesting chapter-nay, many
interesting chapters-in the history of Canada; and this
society will bc doing us a great service, if upon these points
it adds in any degree to our knowledge. St.ch historical
researches have also a practical value. We are all aware
of how difficult it is for us to learn the true boundaries of
the Province of Ontario-and why ? Mainly because certain
missing links in the past history of the country could not
be discovered. Certain proclamations, certain commissions
to Governors, and certain maps were missing; and if this
Society should supply these missing links by its researches
in tho libraries of the world, where they are perhaps
to be found, its existence would be a very great
Besides the bare information
boon to the country.
which we shouid obtain from these enquiries, there
is a heroic effect which I think would be produced by a
properly written history of Canada. The great struggle
of the taking of Quebec has never been described-as I
think it night be-as the battle of Waterloo was described
by Allison, the great writer of the EHistory of Europeas the battles for English liberty were described by
Macaulay. The great struggle of 1812, when Canadians
defended their hearths and homes against our American
neiglibors, and the struggles of later years, when the
invader ww vigorously and courageously repulsed-these
be written to show Canadians that their foreare yet
fathers had couregeous hearts and strong arms to defend
their homes, and those institutions which were established
when Quebec was captured in 1759. But this Society
proposes also to enter the domain of literature. One
of its primary objects, I believe, will be to cultivate a
bigher literary taste among Canadians. I think this is
exceedingly desirable. I arn pleased, as a member of this
House, as a Canadian, as a citizen of a country whose
future we need not fear, whose prospects are brightening
every day, to know that an attempt is being made to cultivate a bigher literary taste among our people. The literature of a people reflects their characteristics. Every reader
of English literature knows that in every period of English
literature the prominent author of that period reflects its
national characteristies. The readers of "Lalla Rookh"
know that Moore, in that beautiful poerm, merely represented the voloituous tastes and habits of Oriental life.
The readers of Burns know that every line of his poems
reflects the purity and sincerity of Scottish life, and the
heroism and chivalry of Scotland's bravest sons. The
reader of Cowper knows that, in his sweet domestie lines, he
reads the characteristics, the habits and the happiness of
England's cottage borne; and the readers of Addison know
that his works relect the polish of the English Courts
during the time in which he wrote. In the literature of
France we bave reflected the characteristics of the national
life of ench period. Where shall we find reflected the characteristics of Canadian life ? Where are our Washington
Irvings, our 3urns, our Cowpers, our Shakespeares ? Where
34

are those men with literary taste, and leisure, and disposition,
to trace upon the pages of our literature the characteristics
of our humble life, and of our efforts to establish ourselves as
a new nationality? If this Society will cultivate this taste,
if it will foster a deeper love for that "well of English
undefiled," if it will cultivate a disposition on the part of
our young people, either to peruse the literature of other
countries, or to establish a standard of literary taste for
Canada, it will do well; and those who may live to see the
results, if they be such as I hope they may, will rejoice ln
know that we have had a Governor General, whose anxiety
in this respect crystalized itself in the form of the Bill
now before you. Yet, there is something more to be done.
Although in some respects Canada bas produced some few
literary men-we have had a Haliburton and a Dr. Wilson
in literature, and such men as Sir William Logan and Dr.
Dawson in science-yet the scientific and literary tastes of
our people are, indeed, too poorly cultivated. We have a
population of over 4,000,000, yet how few men distinguished
in literary, historical, or scientific pursuits can be named
as Canadians. This should not be. It is exceedingly desirable that a higLher literary taste should be cultivated, and I am
pleased to be able to support a Bill which not only aims at
cultivating a literary taste, but proposes to offer rewards,
where rewards are merited, to any individual whose
literary or scientific standing entitles him to that distinction. The rewards of literary pursuits in Canada are
exceedingly small, and our constituency of readers very
limited, much more so than in England or the United States.
But besides being limited in numbers, their tastes are cultivated to a very limited extent '1 -. Though the constitu.
ency of readers be limited, a beuer cultivation would enlarge
its extent and produce better results. As long as we
lack the cultivation, we need not wonder at barren results.
I trust in future years to see, as the result of the establishment of this Society, greater attention paid to scientific
research, and to the history and archeology of this country.
It is the attempt made to cultivate in Canada a literary
taste, which will give to Canadians a distinct literary indi.
viduality. I have, therefore, great pleasure in supporting
this motion.
Bill read the second time.
EMIGRANT SHEDS AND IMPROVEMENTS AT
REGINA.
Mr. ORTON enquired, Is it the intention of the Government to place a surm in the Estimates for the erection of
emigrant sheds, and for the improvement of roads and erection of bridges at Regina ?
Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. It is not yet decided
where the emigrant sheds will be placed in that region.
There will be one at Qu'Appelle.
MAIL ROUTE VIA REGINA.
Mr. ORTON enquired, Whether the mail route to Prince
Albert and Edmonton will be vid Regina?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It is very likely. A
more suitable route is now under consideration.
REGINA PORT OF ENTRY.
Mr. ORTON enquired, Whether Regina is to be made a
port of entry ?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It will be made a port of
entry.

BREAKWATER AT PETITE RIVIÈRE, N.S.
Mr. KEEFLER enquired, Does the Government propose
to proceed, during the present season, with the erection of
R
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a breakwater at Petite Rivière, N.S., for which provision
VOLUNTEERS OF 1837-38.
was made by the vote of $5,000 in the Supplementary EstiMr. WALLA.CE (York), in moving for copies of all corresmates at the last Session of Parliament.
pondence relating to the application of John Stewart, of
Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. This matter is still under the Woodbridge, one of the volunteers of 1837 38,
for assistance,
consideration of the Government.
either by land grant or otherwise, for bis services in the
defence of bis country during those years, said: In calling
SIR ALEXANDER GALT.
the attention of the House and Government to the
Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether Sir Alexander Galt has case of John Stewart, I also wish to call their attention to
at ary time proposed to resign bis present office? Whether the general question involved in this case, and to esk
it is understood that he intends to resign ? And if so, at whether the Goverament intend to make any provision for
these volunteers during the troubles of 1837-38. The Mr.
*hat time ?
Stewart to whom my motion refers served in the Niagara
Sir Alexander Galt, fQr Peninsula and at Detroit. During bis service he lost an
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.
personal reasons, proffered his resignation. At the request arm, and, of course, has since been placed at a disadvantage
of the Government he holds office until some time in the in earning bis livelihood. He is now over seventy years
spring.
of age, and as ho bas no near relatives, ho is to-day helpless
and depending on bis friends. I tbink it is the duty
CANAL FRZOM POINT DES CASCADES TO LAKE ST. of our Government to look after such cases as this. No
FRANCIS.
country is too poor to care for those who have served it in
the field, and no Government can afford to ignore their
intention
it
is
the
Wbether
enquired,
Mr. DE BEAUJEU
of the Government to proceed, during the present year, with claims. Tbe British Government provides for its disabled
the deepening of the canal on the north shore of the St. defenders, hospitals and places of refuge, and provides large
Lawrence, from Point des Cascades to Lake St. Francis, and grants for those who have served their country during a
whether the Engineer bas completed the plans required for certain number of years. In the United States they have
provided for those soldiers who served during the four
this work, and stated the cost thereof ?
years of their war, and the last American Congress voted
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It is not the intention of the $ 187,000,000 for the assistance of those who were either
Government to proceed with that work during the present disabled, or wounded, or in any way injured in that great
year; and as the Chief Engineer of Canals las not completed conflict. I think the time bas now arrived when this
the plans required for the work, it is impossible to state the Government should take up the cases of our own volunteers
cost.
in those troublous times. Nearly forty-five years hà\ e
now elapsed since then, and I think it is the duty of the
INDEX OF CONFEDERATION DEBATES.
Government at once to take the necessary steps to come to
the relief of the survivors. I suppose there are some
of
the
intention
is
the
it
Whether
enquired,
Mr. AMYOT
hundreds of them throughout the country-men who fought
Government to cause to be prepared, printed and distributed and upheld the honor of the British flag when it was
to persons authorized to receive the Dominion Statutes, an assailed by foes from within and from without. I think
alphabetical and detailed index of the various subjects the Government ought to provide for them cither by liberal
treated in the Debates on the Confederation of the Provinces grants of lands in the North-West, or by yearly grants of
of British North America?
money to assist those who are so sadly in need of assistance.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. This suggestion bas been We find that the Government is recommending a pension
made for the first time on this question. There is a full to those who have occupied positions in the Public Service
index attached to the.volume of Debates on Confederation of this country, and the lato Clerk of this Ilouse is now
which was published at the time. The Government will receiving nearly $2,400 per an num. One twentieth of that
consider whether there is any necessity to issue a second sum would make these poor fellows happy, and I think the
index for the use of members.
Government should lose no more time in rewaiding those
deserving men who fought the battles of their country in
BREAKWATER AT RED POINT, PRINCE EDWARD years gone by.
ISLAND.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.
The House must be
obliged
to
my
hon.
friend
for
having
called attention to
enquired,
MCINTYRE,
Mr. DAVIES, in the absence of Mr.
this
matter.
The
papers
will
be
brought
down-if there
Whether it is the intention of the Government to build a
any papers. Most likely they will be confined to the
breakwater at Red Point, Lot 47, King's County, Prince are
application for assistance of the Government mentioned in
Edward Island, next summer, or at any future time ?
this motion, and an acknowledgment of its receipt. These
Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I have the honor to inform applications have been made ever since 1837, and they have
the hon. gentleman that we have no information about this never been granted. Before the Union of the Provinces,
proposed work.
there was a certain allowance made for those who suffered
personally in consequence of military services. After that
MAIL CARRIAGE IN PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY, we had the Rebellion Losses Bill discussed in both Upper
and Lower Canada. I think that now, for any service
ONTARIO.
rendered in 1837 in Upper Canada, application must be
Mr.* PLATT moved for copies of Orders in Council, made to the Provincial Government of Ontario; and I may
Departmental Orders, and reports, correspondence, petitions, also say that for services rendered in the Province of
complaints, recommendations and reports from Postmasters, Québec, application must be made to the Local Legislature.
and others, in relation to the change of mail carriage since
Motion agreed to.
September lst, 1882, from railway to horse carriage, in
of
in
detail
Prince Edward County; together with-statement
GOVERNMENTS AGAINST
the routes, mail accommodation, cost of service and time of CLAIMS OF PROVINCIAL
THE DOMINION.
present
by
the
and
the
former
under
mail
matter
of
transit
Mr. VANASSE moved for copies of correspondence,
plan.
from 1st July, 1867, to this date, between the Dominion
Motion agreed to.
Mr. ERFLEa.
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Government and the several Provincial Governmentas similar terms. We are now in the fifth year of this policy,
of the Dominion, respecting the claims of oach of the said1 and I am anxious at least, as one member of the Rouse,
Provincial Governments against the Dominion, for the to ascertain how far the predictions of those hon. gentlemen
repayment of sums expended by the Provinces on accouni t have been fulfilled. I am anxious to know now fai thby
of the Dominion for the Administration of Justice, in the have had corresprndence with the Government of the United
several Provinces; that is to say, for the arrest, trial, States or with any other party with a view to prepare the way
conviction and maintenance of persons guilty of violating for this reciprocity treaty, which was then stated would be
the Criminal Law ;~ 2nd, Statement in detail of the claims such a great boon to the people of Canada. In this view 1
settled, the date of settlement, the sums paid and the names 3 am further encouraged by the statement made by the hon.
of the Provinces to which the payments were made.
the Finance IMinister in his Budget Speech of 1881. He
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 have no objection to said :
"lMore than that: When the Tarifr was brought down in 1879, it was
grant this motion ; but the return asked for will be a very
voluminous document, inasmuch as there has been corres-, stated distinctly that the Government was exceedingly anxious,, if
possible, to renew the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854, and as an expression
pondence from 1866 to 1867 between the Governments of of
the feeling of this House, they gave the Government power to reduce
the various Provinces and the Dominion Government for a pro rata the duty that we now collect upon the products, sucb as coal,
readjustment of certain claims in connection with the lumber and grain and everything of that kind, rm precioely the same
that the Government of the United States, or Congres,
administration of criminal justice. It will take some time proportion
would think proper to reduce their duties, and evea, if desirable, to
to prepare this return, but it will be an important one, and remove them altogether. Well Sir.' we know that during the last
Session of Congress, and they have been renewed this Bession, there
the Government do not object to it.
were petitions a-king the appointmient of a Commission to confer with
Motion agreed to.
the Canadian Government in reference to this matter. We do not know
RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITE D STATES.
Mr. ROSS (Middlesex), in moving for all correspondence
between the Government of Canada and the Government of
the United States, or any Board of Trade in Canada or the
United States, upon the question of Reciprocal Trade
relations between the two countries on the general basis of
the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854, said: Mr. Speaker, I
have two objects in moving the resolution which I have
placed in your bands. We were told previous to the
General Election of 1878, when the National Policy was
under discussion, that if the fiscal policy were changed, and
a retaliatory policy, such as we have now, were adopted,
the probabilities were that we would force the Americans
at an early day into a renewal of a Reciprocity Treaty such
as existed in 1854. Yon are aware, Sir, when the policy of
the present Government was under discussion, hon. gentlemen opposite, being then in Opposition, the famous resolution on which they went to the country in 1878 contained
the following clause:-1
"That this House is of opinion that the welfare of Canada requires
the adoption of a national policy which will encourage and develop
an active inter-provincial trade and moving (as it ought te do) in the
direction of a reciprocity of tariffa with our neighbors, so far as the
varied interests of Canada may demand, will tend greatly to procure
for this country eventually a reciprocity of trade."

This was part of that famous resolution, and on the basis of
that resolution, or with that resolution as a text, the country
was informed that the old fiscal policy of Canada was inimical to a renewal of reciprocal trade relations with the
United States, that so long as we permitted the Americans
to send their products into the Canadian market free, there
was no object in their asking for reciprocal traderelations,
but if we erected a Chinese wall on our frontier similar to the
Chinese wall which they had erected, then we would have
something to give them in exchange for more liberal trade
relations. Tnis view was propounded, not only in the
reisolution of the present leader of the Government, but in

bis speech on that resolution in which he made use of the
following words:-

"I am confilent that one great object in having somethi.pg like a
retaliatory policy will be, that if you are te have reciprocity in trade
you will only get it in that way."
This sentiment was reiterated by his associates, it was re-i
echoed by the press, and it was expressed on every platform,

in Ontario particularly, and, the eoantry was preparod to
suppose, nay to bolieve, that it hon. gentlemen opposite1
changed places with the thon Government of the day, thei
necessary consequence of the change would be first, a protective tariff, which we have; and, second, a renewal of thei
old Reciprocity Treaty of 1854, or a treaty in somewhat1

whether anything will grow out of that moement or not. It may
resut in an approach being made to our Government by the Uated
States authorities."1

Whether an approach bas been made by our Government to
thal of the United States or not remains yet to be discovered.
One would suppose from the authoritative character of the
statement made in the Budget Speech that the hon.
Finance Minister was speaking with knowledge of certain
facts respecting this question. He has not placed the
House in possession of such facts yet. I trust when this
resolution is adopted these facts will be brought to our
notice, and we will then see how far the efforts of hon.
gentlemen opposite, towards securing reciprocity of trade,
have been successful through the National Policy. But
I have a second object in moving this resolution, and it is to
call attention to the desirability of having reciprocal
trade relations with the United States. Our commercial
relations at the present time deserve our earnest attention. We have been for years expending large nsum
for the development of our internal trade. We have
provided for our shipping one of the largest and most
extensive systems of inland navigation to be found in
the world. We have spent more than forty millions on our
canals. We are building a transcontinental railway, to
carry the expected trade of Japan by the shortest possible
route to Europe. We have expended on this railway
millions of money. We have provided facilities for our
lumbermen in the way of booms and slides at an expense of $1,651,000, which we expect will enable them
to reach the markets in the easiest and cheapest way.
We have provided for the protection of our shipping
along the islands, bars and shoals, and dangerous points
on the sea coast-on both sea coasts, I might saylighthouses at an expense of $2,671,000. We have subsidized a line of steamers to open up trade with South
America. We have also subsidized steamships to develop
the trade between the Maritime Provinces and Liver.
pool; and for years we have subsidized the Allan
line of steamers in developing direct trade between
Canada and Europe; and, in varions ways, we have spent
enormous sums of money in developing our resorces.
Moreover five years ago we changed our whole fiscal
policy, setting aside the traditions and teachings of
England and of her political economists---Adam
Smith, and Gladstone, and others.
We have abandoned their teachings and adopted the protective policy
of the United States with the purpose of developing the
trade and the commerce of Canada. We have expended
on immigration since Confederation the enormous sum
of $3,100,000, ail to increase and develop the trade
of this country; and to provide a population to consume
the surplus productions of our country. Sir, this enor-
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mous expenditure requires-if we are to keep pace from Nova Scotia, ont of a total of $9,2 10,000, they took
with our necessities, a stili further development of our $3,ô76,000, or 33 per cent.; from New Brunswick, of a
trade. We are warned at the present moment, notwith- total of $7,474,000, they took $2,798,000, or 33 per cent.;
standing the predictions of hon. gentlemen opposite, from British Columbia, of a total of $3,149,00, they took
with regard to a liberal home market, notwithstanding $1,513,611, or 50 per cent.; and from Prince Edward.Island,
immigration and our internal facilities for trade and of a total of $1,88 7,116, they took, $628,183, or 33 per cent.;
commerce that the home market does not develop as fromiManitoba, of a total of $646,119, they took $102,402, or
rapidly, or rather does not consume proportionately as 16 per cent. So il will be seen that theincrease in thefacilmuch of our surplus produce, as we would have a right to ities for extending our trade with the United States, in order
expect. The population of the country since Confedera- to promote the absorption of our surplus produets by
tion has increased only 30 per cent.; but our exports and that country, and that every effort we may make te remove
trade, show an increase of over 80 per cent., proving that disadvantages which hinder our admission into that market,
the home market consumes a smaller proportion of our must be in the interest ef the Canadian preducer. The
produce, and that the surplus of our products bas in- raw materiai, which we have to seli is precisely the raw
creased much faster than the consuming population of kind of material, which the Americans want te buy. They
the country. As evidence that this is the case, if want to buy the produce of our mines and fisheries, of our
you examine into the details of these exports this fact forests, and of ur agriculturists. In fact, last yçar, the
will appear much clearer.
For instance, in the year Anericans bonght from us 60 per cent. of the entire
1868, we exported to the value of only $1,446,000 of agricuitural exports of the Dominion of Canada; they
minerals, while last year we exported of them over bouglt 30 per cent. of the entire exports of our forests;
$3,000,000 in value, showing in this particular an increase and 30 per cent. of our entire export of animais. We
of over 100 per cent. Our fisheries exports have increased have thon here a very clear indication, where our real
125 per cent. In connection with the produce of our market is to be found; and it I choose to go firther
forests our exports have increased 30 per cent. The inte the details, from an agricuiturai point of view,
exports of animals have increased 200 per cent.; of agricul- we will find that they strongly confirm this opinion.
ture, 150 per cent.; of manufactures, 70 per cent.; whereas as For instance, iast year, our total experts of horses num
I said before, our population bas increased only 30 per cent., bered 20,920, of which, they took 20,636; of our cattie
and of this vast sum of our products, our consumption is we exported 62W108, and they purcbased 15,914; of swine
not extending rapidly ; and we must find some outlet suitable we exported 3,263, and they purchascd 3,943; of sheep we
to absorb the surplus productions which we have to export. exported 311,669 and they purchased 233,642; of poultry
The North-West, a grain country, is being rapidly settled; we exported $149,804, and they purchased $145,507; of
but it will produce much more than its population can con- cggs we exportcd 10,499,000 dozen, and they purchaeed
sume, and must find a foreign market for its surplus. It is 10,115,000 dozen; of wool we exportcd 1,053,000 pounds,
said, that it bas 150,000,000 acres-and the figure is even and they purchascd 931,000 pounds. They purchased
put at 200,000,000-but taking the estimate as 25,000,000, ncarly ail our bariey with the exception of about 70,000
it will be quite apparent that the addition of 25,000,000 bushels; they pnrchased our entire surplus of beans, ene-haîf
acres to our present area of cultivated lands, will largely our eats, ah our ryc, cxcept a few bushels, and ncarly ah the
increase our surplus produce, for which it wilI be necessary potatees thgt Canada exported. Last year we exported
to find an outlet in foreign countries. Hlaving then con- 3,860,000 busheis, and they purchased 2,578,000 bushels;
sidered the nature and extent of our wealth, it might be se that hon. members wiil see that the Canadian preducer
convenient to state that of our present trade, over 90 per has Iargely te look to the American markets for the
cent. is carried on between Great Britain and the United sale of his produce. But when the Canadian buyer gees te
States, but a small portion of our trade being carried on with the markets of tbc world, he finds in many instances that the
other countries. For instance, I find that last year Great American market is bbe besb in which he can buy, and we
Britain took fromi us exports to the value of $95,571,802, purchase from the Americans nearly as mach as we sdi
and the United States, $96,229,763. Whereas our trade with tethem. Yenwillsee thon that tho oniy direction in wbich
France amounted to only $2,922,931; with Germany, tobrade aube mest succcssfully cultivabed, and cultivated
$1,633,118; with South America, to $2,314,779, and with most profibably te ourselves, wilI be in the direction oftrade
China and Japan, to $1,635,717; the balance being distri- relations with bbc United States. In advecatîng those
buted among India, the West Indies (British and French) views we are enconraged by the fact that the old leciproand other countries. The great proportion of our present city Treaty was very succesful. The brade betweeu the
trade is carried on, as I have already said, with Great American States and Canada in 1853, previeus te the adopBritain and the United States. it is our duty to be very care- ion'of that Treaty, amounbed te $17,000,000, but in 1862
ful in paying attention to the successfal development of that brade had devcloped under the Treaty to $82,000,000this commerce. In looking at the foreign markets, avail- an increase of $65,000,000 in bhose ton years, se bbc facb
able for Canadian produce, I will first take up the subject of that the Rcciprocity Treaty produccd these marvellous
lumber,in relation to which we are met with competitors from resuits is an addibional enzouragement te us-ooking at it
the States of Northern Europe; for animals and their pro- frei our own point of view-to endcaver te cuitivate those
ducts, we have strong competitors in Central Europe and tbc trade relations wich produce such satisfactory resulis.In
United States; for grain and farm produce, we have com- bbe ame way the Treaty largely develeped the trade of the
In 1853 their brade with he
petitors also from hussia, Prussia and Hungary, and India Maritime Provinces.
In 1864
amountcd te $6,671,177.
now, as well; and some of these countries compete with United, States
Their bcsb
us at the present time most successfully. So then, we that brade bad developcd te $20,277,615.
find while the opportunities for developing our trade with market, the markeu most coveted and rclied upon hy them,
those countries, are limited, if we turn to the was the American market. Lt may ha said uhat with the
United States, the position is somewhat different. rapeal cf the Reeiprocity Treaty trade in Canada bas net
Our surplus produce, is just what their people re- declined. Truc it has net mabcrially dcclincd. Our trade in
quire. This becomes very clear, if we examine into theetheJUnited States has vasbly increascd since bbc repeal cf
nature of our exports. Last year out of our total that Treaty, but i has incrcased in spite et the diflicalties
exports from Ontario, $37,087,000, that country took and obstacles throwr in our way, and Iargcly because wQ are
$29,007,000, or 80 per cent.; from Quebec, of aable te find markets foreui surplus produce clscwhore. That
total of $38,195,000, they took $6,288,000, or 16 per cent.; a Trcaty ike this would benefit Canadian brade bas already
Mr. .Ross (ýMiddlesax).
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been proved by the existence of the old Reciprocity Treaty
between England and France. Under the Cobden Treaty
the trade of Great Britain with France developed from
£16,000,000 in 1859, to £45,000,000 in 1877, and the trade
of France with England increased from £9,000,000 in 1859,
to £25,000,000 in 1877. It may be asked why was the old
Treaty repealed? The repeal was the act of the Americans
themselves, for which we are not responsible. We are told,
in a Report made to Congress by Mr. Derby when Mr.
Seward was Secretary, what the causes of this repeal were.
I will read his words:
"The notice for appeal was given at a time when our country was
deeply offended with Great Britain. In our great struggle for existence
she had given ber sympathy to our foes. She had denounced slavery,

but established a slave Empire ; she had built cruisers to destroy our shipping, and clippers to evade our Customs; there had been difficulties on
the frontier, and these may have accelerated the fall of the Treaty-but
the Treaty itself had serious defects. It was based upon the assumption
that the two countries had made equal progresa in the arts. It was
well adapted to the Provinces, for they were devoted to the field, forest,
sea, and mines. But the United States had devoted nearly one-third of
their energies and capital to manufactures, and' consumed at home the
principal part of their raw material."

We have in this Official Report, no doubt, the cause of the
repeal of that Treaty-a repeal perhaps not entirely unfortunate, but one whicb diverted Canadian trade from its
old channels, and necessitated our seeking other channels in
Still times have changed;
which to find a similar trade.
since the Treaty was repealed, now nearly twenty years
ago, a friendlier spirit has grown up between the two
countries, and, I think, it is our duty to show a willingness
on our part, if not for the renewal of that Treaty, for the
negotiation of another Treaty equally favorable to this
country. Since the Treaty was repealed, we have no doubt
prospered, and we are perhaps in a better position to negotiate for a Treaty than ever. We have almost assumed the
Confederation has been
proportions of a nationality.
established on a firm basis. We have seven several distinct
and separate Provinces sombined in a confederacy
The area
which extends from one ocean to another.
of our country now is almost equal to that of the
We have now more shipping; we
United States.
have built many miles of railway; our population has increased; our resources are much greater; and we are in a
position to approach the people of the United States in a
manly and honorable way, and deal with them as one nation
should with another. I would regret if in any attempt to
open negotiations with the United States Canada should
show a craven or a subservient position. We are not in a
position to be erushed with any efforts which the Americans
may make to destroy our trade, and we know, and perhaps
their best thinkers know, that a Reciprocity Treaty such as
our o one would conduce to the benefit and prosperity
of the two countries. It is only in a dignified and manly
spirit that I hope this Government or any Government
would approach the people of the United States to open
negotiations for a renewal of that Treaty.We are in a stronger

position nationally to deal with the United States than ever
before. Not only so but there is the fact that no more opportune time than the present could be found in the history of the
two countries in which to open such negotiations. The arrangements which were made under the Washington Treaty
will shortly expire, and we will then be in a position, as we
were in 1854, to offer our fisheries as a consideration in any
renewal of the Treaty. We have besides in the United
States a much more friendly disposition towards Canada
and England than existed in 1854. The jealousy of England which created that feeling does not exist now. That
desire to ccerce or crush out-the Canadian nationality,
which grew out of the Munroe Doctrine ard produced
an agressive effect in this country, does not exist -now,
and to-day we have the national power, the area, the resources, the stamina and will-power which would enable
us to treat with the Ampericans on a national basis.
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We have besides a large mutual intercourse, we have
railway connections between the two countries which,
under the bonding system, places Canada frequently
in business relations with the United States. All these circumstances, in my judgment, converge towards a justification for a renewal of that Treaty. By the opening of
American markets to our natural products, by the facilities
which those markets would afford for the sale of our pro.
duets, by the exchange of our products with those of the
United State1, without the expense of long ocean freights,
and by such advantages as we possessed under the old Treaty,
I fancy the trade of Canada would develop much more
rapidly and more profltably than it does now when we send
our produce in such abundance across the Atlantic. I have
much pleasure in moving this resolution, for the two objects
stated, and I trust that if the Government bas any information on this 5ubject, we shall have it at an early day.
Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). If the hon. gentleman desired
to have reprocity between this country and the United
States reestablished, I am bound to say that I do not think
he bas taken the best course to accomplish that object.
For many years past, as this Housc is aware, this subject
has occupied the attention of important commercial
bodies in the United States, as well as the attention of public men on both sides of the line. Since the abrogation of
the Reciprocity Treaty, we have taken frequent measures
with a view of securing a renewal of that Treaty. The
circumstances which led to the withdrawal of an important public man from the Government of this country at
one time, arose from the efforts of the party thon in power
to secure a renewal of the Treaty. Subsequent efforts were
made from time to time, and it is well known that almost
immediately after the accession to power of the Li beral party
in 1873, the late Mi-. George Brown was sent to Washington to negotiate with the same purpose in view. The
treatment that his efforts met with at the bands of our
friends on the other side of the lino, is firesh in
everybody's memory. We know, Sir, that, aithough
that Treaty, according to the estimate of some peopleI am not going to discuss it here-surrendered everything, was, in fact, a complote capitulation of the interests
of Canada to those of the United States, it was not
accorded even a hearing in the Sonate of the United
States, but was rejected with all the ignominy that could
possibly be applied to a document of that kind. Since that
time, it is well known, an important trade body in the
United States-the National Board of Trade-has, at almost
every recurring annual meeting, passed resolutions in favor
of closer reciprocal trade relations between the two countries; but it has always taken this ground, that it is for the
people of the United States to make the first advance, in view
of ail that the Canadian Government and people had done in
that direction. It does seen to me, therefore, that at
this tine-when, probably, from the fact of the abrogation of the Washington Treaty, ve shall soon b conpelled to consider the question of our relations witb our
neighbors on the other side of the lino-such a speech as that
to which we have just listened, is a most inopportune utterance teobe made on the floor of the Canadian Parliument.
Whatis the meaning of that speech? What is its obvious(onclusion? It is this: that the future prosperity of this country is largely dependent upon the action of our friends on the
other side of the line-that they have it in their power, if

they choose to exorcise it, to cripple the future development
ofOanada, by simply refusing usthe trade relations which the
hon. gentleman exp-esses so much anxiety to obtaine He
commenced his speech by reading the resolution passed in
1877 or 1878, in favor of a change in the fiscal poLcy of this
country. He read from that re-olution the staitement that
the policy of Canada should be a policy which would,
while protecting the iniustries of this country, naturally
lead to closer reciprocal trade relations with the United
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States. Well, Sir, what is the policy we have adoptei ? In
the very Tariff Bill which was passed in 1879, which constitutes the fiscal policy of this country, there is a standing
offer to our friends on the other side of the line to come
into reciprocal trade relations, su far as the natural productions of the two countries are concerned. That Act, which
is the basis of our present fiscal policy, actually contains
a pro-vision that as soon as the United States will remove
the duty from any of the natural productions of this
country, the Government of Canada, by an Order-in-Council, without waiting for the action of Parliament, will be in a
position to remit the duty upon similar articles on our side.
Surely, Sir, no more practical or substantial evidence
could be given of the willingness of Canada, a willingness which bas been exemplitied on all proper occasions,
to enter into closer trade relations with our neighbors.
The hon. gentleman has gone over a number of figures,
in which he undertakes to show that our true market
is largely in the United States for our natural productions, and he intimates that if they would take off the duty,
we should be able to largely .increase our sales to that
people. Well, Sir, for one who has listened for a number of
Sessions to the speeches of hon. gentlemen opposite upon
the question of the commercial policy of the country, who
has frequently heard upon platforms and upon the floor of
Parliament that it is the consumer. who pays the duty, that
it is a matter of no consequerce to the man whc sells
whether there is a duty or not in the country to which he
exports, that in fact all the duties we impose on the natural
productions of the country have been so much taxes imposed
on the people of this country, it seems surprising to hear
that it is of any consequence whether our neighbors
take off the duties or not. According to lion. gentlemen opposite, they pay the duties themselves; they
are the people who are suffering, not we ; and therefore we may look with perfect indifference to any
action which the United States may take in regard to this
question. But, Sir, we are not without hope, judging by the
events of the last few .years, that the policy which this
country has adopted will verify the predictions made in the
resolution of 1878, upon which that policy was based. It is
quite true that for four years we heard from lion. gentlemen opposite that that policy was merely a temporary
policy; we heard that as soon as the people of this country
had an opportunity of expressing their opinion, they would
condemu it ; every speech made by hon. gentlemen oppo.
site informed our friends on the other side that they would
soon again be in the position that they were in when lon.
gentlemen were on this side of the House, that is, that they
would have our markets free, while we, on entering their
markets, would have to pay tribute. I ean understand
the American people-shrewd and intelligent as they
are, having regard to the hopes held out to them by
hon. gentlemen opposite that this policy was not to be a
permanent one, that the moment the people had an opportunity to express their opinion, they would express it
adversely to that policy, I eau quite understand that their
gane would be the-waiting game, because they would believe
that they would soon obtain the advantage of the opening of
the Canadian markets without any concession on their part,
by the return to power of lion. gentlemen opposite. Fortunaely the people have had an opportunity of expressing
their opinion. They have had, not the bald promise of the
resolution of 1878, but they have had the Tarif itself; they
have lad the Act of Parliament and four years experience of
that Act, and when the time of trial came, when they bad
the opportunity of expressing their opinion, what was the
answer they gave? The answer is given in the fact that
although ninety-two new mernbers have taken their place
this Session on the floor ofthisBBouse the relative strength of
parties has scarcely been perceptibly changed. From almost
every Province of the Dominion certainly from all the large
Mr. WHimE (Cardwell).
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Provinces-majorities have been returned to support the
policy of the Government. We may fairly assume that the
practical influence of that resuLt bas made itself felt on the
trade policy of our neighbors. We know that at the Convention held the other day at Detroit, a very substantial declara.
tion was made in favor of reciprocal trade relations with this
country, and in the discussions preceding the recent Tariff
legislation in the United States, very strong arguments were
used from quarters from which, before, we would not have
expected those arguments, in favor of the remission of duties
on a number of articles upon wbich duty is now charged
when going into the United States, as for instance, on lumber.
It is quite clear from the discussion there, that the peoplo
of the United States, at any rate, do not believe that the consumer, in ail cases, pays the duty; because tbey believe
that, after all, if the lumber went into the country firce,
instead of its being any cheaper to them, the chances were,
it would cost exactly the same. Upon that ground the
agitation in favor of the remission of the duty was defeated.
We have seen already that, in the matter of the 10 per cent.
differential duty on tea, which was adopted by the United
States-which was the permanent policy of the United
States in relation to this country-that differential duty bas
been abolished by the late legislation there. The tendency
of discussion, therefore, and the legislation which has just
taken place in the United States, point to the fact that, by
means of the policy adopted in this country, and which
enables us to offer something to our friends on the othr
side, when we come to deal with them for the renewal of
reciprocal trade relations, we will be able shortly, I believe,
to have the opportunity at, any rate, of a fair and rea-onable
discussion of those relations between the two cou ntries,which
will end to the mutual advantage of both. This country
does not, however, depend for its success on a Reciprocity
Treaty. It can go on without one. Those who have watched
the discussions which have taken place on this subject
know that the policy of the United States in relation to it
We know what took place at
has been largely political.
the Convention in Detroit in 1865, when the question of the
renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty was under discussion.
We know that one of the strong motives for the refusal of
the people of the United States to renew it, was, as far as
we could gather from what took place at the Convention,
the fact that they believed the commercial success of Canada
depended entirely on the continuance of a Treaty of that
kind. We have continued to prosper since without it. The
hon. gentleman himself admits that new markets have been
opened to us, although he tells us that the United States
being the nearest to us are our best markets. That may be
The nearer the markets, the better for the country
true.
that sends its produce to them. Yet, during the past three
or four years, the course of our trade has been in the direction of showing that we are opening up new markets of
greater value to us than those of the United States. By the
continuance of the policy we have adopted, by the opening
up of relations with other countries than the Unite:l States,
I believe in the future we will create a much greater trade
and more commercial advantage than any ordinary reciprocity treaty with our friends on the other side could give
us. I was glad to hear the hon. gentleman pronounce that
I was glad to hear him
eulogy on the policy of Canada.
refer to the expenditures we have made, to the great
developments which have taken place in our canal system
and railways, and all our material interests; but, I could
not help thinking how little his remarks to-day corresponded with those we have heard in the past from
the same hon. gentleman, when, for the pu-pose
of exciting the feelings of the people against the Conservative party he ignored altogether this magnificent
development of our material resources, and talked of thle increase of our public expenditure with the view of creating
the impression that there had been a wasteful extravagance
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on the pait of the Government. We can very well put
against the past utterances of the hon. gentleman in relation
to our public expenditure; the magnificent eulogy he has
passed to-day on the policy we have adopted-a policy for
which hon. gentlemen on this side are to be given the credit,
and which hon. gentlemen opposite did but very little to
to assist or promote. I believe the true policy of this country
is to go on as we bave been doing in the past. If the opportunity occurs to have reciprocity with the United States on
fair terms, we will accept that reciprocity; but nothing but
evil will occur to this country if we go hat in hand to our
neighbors to tell them our prosperity depends on their
opening up their markets to us. Our true plan is to maintain our own dignity and policy, and by so doing, the pros.
perity which hias marked our progress during the last four
years, will, I believe with the caution n-w observed by
mer chants all! through the country, continue to mark our
progress in the future, and we will be able to live independent of any policy the United States may pursue, being
always ready to meet them on fair terms for the adoption of
such reciprocal trade relations as may be mutually advantageous to the two countries.
Mr. CR A RL TON. Before this motion is adopted I ask the
indulgence of this House for a few minutes while I reply to
one or two points made by my hon. friend from Cardwell
(Mr. White). He characterized the speech made by thehon.
member for West Middlesex (Mr. Ross) as being inopportune.
He charged that hon. gentleman with the desire of betraying
our dependence upon the United States. I think ihis charge
entirely unjust. I think that the speech of my hon. friend
from West Middlesex is one that cannot be characterized,
justly, as being inopportune. No intelligent man can place
anything but a high estimate on the importance of trade
relations between the two countries, situated as Canada and
the United States are geographically, with their boundary
lines extending across this continent and their commercial
interests so closely blended together. Any hon. gentleman of
this House who rises in his place for the purpose of suggest.
ing any measure that may tend to produce more intimate
commercial relations between these two countries, certainly
cannot be characterized as having acted in a manner inopportune or inappropriate. The hon. member for Cardwell
took occasion in the course of his speech to say some
thing about the Treaty negotiated in 1874 by the Hon.
George Brown, and although he did not directly assert
that that Treaty surrendered everything to the United
States, yet I inferred from his language that lie had not at
that time taken a favorable view of that Treaty. I am well
aware that the party to which the hon. gentleman belongs
did oppose tbat Treaty. Well, Sir, as the question of the
character of that Treaty bas been raised, in my opinion
had it been ratified it would have proved a very great
boon to the community. I believe that that Treaty was
fully as well calculated to conduce to the prosperity
of Canada as was the Treaty of 1854. I believe that
the criticisms upon that Treaty made at the time it was
under discussion in this House, were most unfair to the
negotiator of it and most unfair to the character of the
Treaty itself. It was a Treaty which went further, as a
imatter of course, than to provide for reciprocal trade
in the natural products of the two countries; and I may say,
that, in my opinion, it is perfectly hopeless to dream of obtaining a Ieciprocity Treaty with the United States in the
fatu e which is confined in its operations to the interchange
of the natural products of the soil of the two countries.
Such a Treaty will, as the Treaty of 1854 did, work almost
exclusively to the advantage of Canada. The United States,
even under its present circumstances, as was shown by thehon. gentleman, is the 'Market of Canada for a very large
proportion of our agricultural products. Canada, on the contrary, docs not afford a market for the natural productions of
the United States, with the single exeeption of Indian oorn

271

and a limited amount of pork-consequently, a Treaty of
that kind we cannot. hope to obtain, and if we ever do negotiate a Reciprocity Treaty with the United States it must
be of the character of the Treaty negotiated by the Hon.
George Brown, in 1874, which, as I see by the schedules
before me, provided for the free interchange of a very large
amount of manufactured articles. The hon. member for
Cardwell states that our Tarif inakes a standing offer for
reciprocal trade relations between the two countries, confined to their natural products. Certainly it doos. It makes
a standing offer that never would be accepted, that never
would be entertained; and if we ever hope to obtain such
relations with the United States, we must make overtures
quito different from those now upon our Statute-book. If this
is the state of the case, some negotiations must be carried on,
and I, for my part, can see no infringement of dignity on the
part of Carada, to attempt to initiate these negotiations.
I believe that we, at least, could not step out of our line of
duty, and would do nothing that was an infringement of our
dignity, if we were to indicate to the United States at this
time that we were prepared to entertain negotiations for
reciprocal trade relations, and were anxious to enter upon
those negotiations. The hon. gentleman, of course, as was
perfectly legitimate, in the course of bis speech, brings the
National Policy into question, and he lauds the operation of
that policy. It is quite evident from the drift of his remarks
that he entertains the opinion that the National Policy is a
very good substitute indeed for the Reciprocity Treaty, if
it is not superior in its operation to any Reciprocity Treaty
that this country could negotiate with the United States;
and I am of opinion that in reality when you get at the real
sentiments of the advocates of the National Policy, a
majoriLy of them believe that, rather than sacrifice any of
the features of that policy, we bad better do without reciprocal trade relations with the country to the south of us.
Well, as to the operations of the National Policy. I do not
believe that any intelligent man in this House can say that
that policy bas yet received a fair trial; I do not believe it
can bo asserted that the fruits that policy was expected to
produce has yet been produced. 0f course, since its
adoption, a period of great commercial prosperity bas
characterized not only this country, but all the commercial
nations of the world, and it was only natural that Canada
should share in the prosperity of the United States, Great
Britain and other countries. But I must assert that
the National Policy bas not received a fair trial, and
I believe that when the result of the operation of that
policy is finally reached, it will be found to be a very poor
substitute for reciprocal trade relations with that country
which affords us a natural mairket for at least two-thirds of
the products of our forests, mines and soil; but I only rose,
Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of vindicating-although that
was not necessary--my bon. friend from West Middlesex
from the cha-ge of lhaving made a speech that was inopportune and unworthy the dignity of a member of this louse.
Another charge made against my lion. friend was, that he
had, during an election contest and previous to the election
itself, brought charges against this Government with regard
to the increased expenditure, which bis speech militated
against. Well, Sir, ho did bring charges against the
increased expenditure of this Government, and these
charges are just. The increased expenditure of this Government bas been unduly great and extravagant; and at the
proper time that gentleman wili be prepared to show again,
as he ba shown heretofore, that this increased expenditure
was unduly and unjustifiably great. I hope that the motion
will be allowed. I do not think that by this motion we are
really going to the United States with bat in hand, as the hon.
I do not think that we
member for Cardwell represented.
are doing an act unworthy of our dignity as representatives
of the people of Canada. I believe the time has come for,
at leat indicating to the United States that we are pre-
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pared to treat again for some measure of reciprocity satis- duties imposed upon them entering the American Republic.
factory to both countries; and if that overture is fnot enter- If, therelore, the policy adopted by the Government has
tained, we certainly shall have done nothing that is un- been so efficacious that it has forced the people of the United
worthy of our dignity, and nothing that is not in the States to forward such petitions as I have before alluded to,
interest of our country.
I think the Government should be left unhampered as to the
Mr. BO URBEAU (T ranslation). Mr. Speaker, I hope the advisability of seizing a favorable opportunity for negotiaGovernment will act in this matter as it bas always acted: ting a Treaty of Reciprocity with the United States. For
with great prudence. I believe that the present Government my part I will be glad to see such a Treaty; I think it would
cannot be accused of not having made any necessary effort to be advantageous for Canada. But it must be approached
procure for the country the commercial advantages which we with pendence ; and I believe that to obtain this Treaty,
possess. ILis admitted that the Reciprocity Treaty made in we must wait till the Government of the United States
1854 between the Government of the United States and realizes that it is to their advantage, also, that this Treaty
Canada producei good results, and facilitated our export of should be made. The hon. member for Middlesex has
a great quantity of products to the United States, exchang- quoted certain statistics. He spoke of importation and
ing our products for theire. But, as the hon. member from exportation. This is not the first time that these statictics
Middlesex bas admitted, if the Treaty was not renewed in have been given to us. Iremember that, last year, the hon.
1864, it was entirely the fault of the American Government, member for Brant (Mr. Paterson) delivered an address in
who deemed it unwise that this Treaty should be renewed. the same sense. He also cited statistics to prove that our
We are aware that they were compelled to adopt a National exports had diminished since the adoption of the National
Policy, to repair the enormous losses incident to the war of Policy. I believe that those who sit on this side of the House
secession. It was necessary for them to adopt a policy of have perfectly answered these statistics and these assertions.
protection to increase their revenue, which imposed on us It is useless for me to occupy any longer the attention of
immense losses in the export of the products of Canada to the House to review subjects which have been fully disthe United States, owing to the immense duties which the cussed, and which are well understood by the members of
American Government imposed on Canadian products. The thi House and by the public generally. In taking my
American Government, which profited by the heavy duties seat I deem it my duty to protest against the proposition of
which it derived from Canada, had every interest not to the hon. member from Middlesex.
encourage a Reciprocity Treaty between the two countries,
Mr. McNEILL : I desire simply to reply to a statement
because in view of the protective tariff which they had made by the last speaker,
should not be allowed to go
adopted everything turned to their advantage. One duty, uncontradicted, as it is of which
importance. He
asserted that
therefoie, remained for the Government of Canada to this wave of prosperity of which he boasts, has
has swept over
discharge, that was to adopt the same policy which the all countries. I wish to call attention to the fact that thore
Americans had inaugurated.
In 1877 the hon. leader is one great country which affords a striking exception to
of the present Government, who was then leader of the that rule, and which is also a marked exception in its trade
Opposition proposed to the Administration of the day to policy, I mean England. That country which has followed
adopt a National Policy such as the American Govern- the policy of one-sided Free Trade, has not benefitted by this
ment ado ted In 1864. Is this not, Mr. Speaker, the wave of prosperity which the hon. gentlemen says has
way to induce the American Government to corne to an benefitted ail countries.
underatanding with us in the matter of a Reciprocity Treaty ?
Motion agreed to.
Nevertheless I find among the Votes and Proceedings of
the House that the hon. member from Middlesex was one of
PORTAGE ISLAND.
those wbo voted against the motion of the then leader of the
Opposition. In 1878 the General Elections took place,
Mr. MITCHELL moved for copies of all correspondence
and what was the programme of the party which sustains to-i between the Canadian Government and the Department of
day the leader of the Government ? That programme bas Marine and Fisheries, either with the British Government,
been, that since the Government of the United States bas or the Admiralty Department of that Government in refebeen unwilling to enter into a Reciprocity Treaty with us,i rence to the transfer of Portage Island at the entrance of
it was necessary for us to adopt a policy of Protection in1 the Miramichi River, to the Government of Canada, together
order to convince tho American Government that we pro-, with al Reports and Orders in Council in reference to that
tested against the duties imposed on our products exportedi subject, and all correspondence bearing thereupon. He said:
to the United States. The electors of Canada have responded' I may state to the House, in a few words, the position of
to the appeal of the candidates who had adopted this pro-1 this question. In the early settlement of New Brunsgramme, and they reelected a great majority of these, wick, when the territorial possessions of the Crown were
candidates. lu 1879, after the General Elections, after the1 handed over to that Province, Portage Island, at the mouth
leader of the present Government had been called on to form( of Miramichi Bay and at the entrance to the river, was set
an Administration, we adopted the National Policy. Thej aside on the charts as an Admiralty Reserve. The Island
hon. member from Middlesex did not see fit to vote for thati was léased to a number of settlers on the mainland for the
policy, he did everything he could to oppose it; and the1 hay which grew upon it, and for those privileges a small
hon. member was not alone in his opposition to that policy,i rental was paid. The Provincial Government from that
every member on the same side of the llouse followed thatt time up 1863 or 1864 held possession of the Island, received
line of conduet. What has been the result of the adoption1 the rent, which went into the Treasury of the Province, and
of this National Policy by the present Government?t the settlers, mostly French Acadians, settled on the
The result, Mr. Speaker, has been that petitions have beenr mainland, were quite satisfied with the state ofthings which
circulated in various parts of the United States and espe-t then existed. The Governor of the Province of that day, Mr.
cially in the Eastern States; requisitions bearing a long( Gordon, desired, through some representations, that the
list of signatures have been addressed to the Government ofI Island should be transferred to the Admiralty Department,
the United States asking them to propose a Treaty ofa and it was accordingly so transferred, the Admiralty admiReciprocity to the Government of Canada. This, Mr.m nistering the affairs of the Island, and collecting the rents
Speaker, proves that the present Government acted witht through their local agent. That condition of things conwisdom, that the Government of Canada has made all the itinued until 1873 or 1874, during the time I was Ministen>of
overtures necessary to protest against the policy of theà Marine and Fisheries. The administration of the Island
United States, which crushed our exporte by the highd did not give satisfaction. The agent of the Admiralty at
Mr. CARLTON.
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Halifax did not administer its affairs either to inspire point of such great importance, as the capital of the erththem with confidence in the permanency of the arrange- West Territory, and th future capital of a new Province, ia
ment, or give that satisfaction to which the people thought a matter on which the public should acquire inform&tion.
they were entitled. I brought the matter under the con- But, Sir, in this case, there is a special reason for aaking the
sideration of the Government of that day, and communica- graunds which induced the Government to select this portion was opened with the Admiralty at Halifax, or with ticular location: for the simple rea8on that those foanda
the British Government-for I am now speaking from are not obvious to any ordinary observer.
t wu,
memory, and am under correction if I inaccurately state of course, necessary that the capital of the Norththe facts-for the purpose of having the Island again placed West Territories should be removed from Battleford,
in the hands of the Dominion Government. The result of to some point rather more central, to the sette
those negotiations was that thè British Government con- ment which would likely spring up along the railway,
sented to the transfer. The legal agent of the Crown at St. and having railway facilities; but it was also naturawI
John, acting for the Department of Justice, was instructed to supposed that the Government would search for suob a
prepare the necessary papers. They were prepared, I believe, location as would be adapted by nature for the site of a
ut whether they were ever signed, from that day to this I large and populous city. Now, that is exactly what it
have been unable to find out. My object in bringing the seems te most explorers, that Regina is net; and it is for
matter before the House, and in moving for this corres- this reason, I say, we must ask for the reasons why the
pondence, is to call public attention, and the attention Government selccted this place.
Lt cannot have been
of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to the position in because there is ne Wood within about twenty miles ef the
which that property now stands; and I may say to him that tewn site; it can have scareely been because it 1.8found
ible to procure geod well water by digging at that
it will give satisfaction to the people who occupy the Islandi
-no person lives on it, although it is a very large Island,pleand it can scarcely have been either on acont of
and is occupied, as I have stated, almost entirely by Aca- the presence of that classica1 stream Pile of Bones Crei,
dian settlers on the mainland-if the Island can be trans- which was reperted last summer, in August, when I wu in
ferred to the Dominion Government, so that the people may the neighborhood, te be almost completely dry. Lt cannot
continue to pay their rents, which they have formerly paid, have been altogether either on account of the good sou at
but which through some inaccuracy or neglect have not that pint. The sou is fairly fertile, as almost ail the soUs
been rogularly collected or paid, or regularly accounted for. of the North-West are, where they are fit for cultivatien at
The settlers, in order to secure permanency of occupancy, ail; but it is a very tough day, difficuit te work, and is
wish to be placed on a better footing ; and I call the atten- even more tenaciens and muddy, during the wet sesson ef
tion of the House to the position in which the matter now theyear, than is the celebrated soilof Winnipeg-and iu every
stands, with a view to bring it under the notice of the way, in tact, it is au unpleasant soil on which te build a city.
Department of Marine and Fisherieis for the purpose ofLt cannot bave been for these reasens; and we must then
pressing on it the necessity of completing the negotiations suppose that the Government have had reaseons laid
which were commenced, and which lia e been sanctioned, before them, which are net knowu te the public
by the Admiralty. I have ne doubt the Minister of Marine or te this ihuse, for locating the capital of the northand Fisheries will do what is necessary in this matter. West Territories ut this particular spoto t will naturally
Almost ail the people interested are poor, and they desire bc supposed that before making this important location, they
that the Island should revert te the Dominion Governmnt had get the report of experts, of surveyors, of special exin order that their permanency of occupation may be fally plorers, of Hudson Bay traders, and ofeverybod Who New
established.
anything about the c runtry, as te the moet dtirablete
Motion agreed te.
for this capital; and iteill be reasonable te suppose
that they selected the poeint, marked
eutby al these exREGINA.
erts, as beilg the mast desirable eue fer the future city. Of
course, it mayo objected that this most desirable point lis
net happened to b on the projected linoe of the Canadian
Copies of Orders in (ouneil locating the seat of Government of the PacifieRailway Company, but we are net t forget, Sir, that
North-West Territories, and headquarters of the Mounted Police at this railway is a great national enterprise, paid for en tire ly
Regina, and directing the remobalnf toe Lieutenant-Gowernor ando
other officiais from Battieford to Regina, and of the Mounted Police by the peopleof this ceountry and bilt a a national work
from Fort Welsh to Regina, with statement cf expenses connected with for thubenefit of the people et this country. We arent to
such removal.
't thatepsee otha t ass taie
oftBon rek
Coes of ail reports and correspondence from the Lieutenant-Gveror
t s
ein a
en
nr 0f the North-West Territories, or other parties, on which the over the location of this road-and I believe th t the
deciuion te remove the seat of Government te Regina was bted; also location of this road is subjert tethe approvalof the
of ail correspondence with the Canadian Pacifiae ilway C.ompany, or Governor in Counil-and we should naturally suppose
other parties, lohref-rence te the precise location
the proposed town
Wf
sie cf Regina, and te any alteration cf stch location from that first thon, Sir, that if this desirable site, which the Governent
proposed; aiseof alorrespandence with the'OanadianPacif Raieway had foundoeut by thoroug exploration,
d
did nothappen teo o
Company, or other parties in reference te the interest cf the Govern- in the exact hUne prjected in their own interes s by the
ment in any lots in the said tawn site, or any arrangement between them
Canadian Pacife bRailwayCopany, that the Goverment
and eaid Company, in regard te the division f proceeds cf sales such
of
lots.M
would) at least, bring sucb influence te beur upon tihe CernCopiesf Order in Couneil or
cther
authority irecting the construc
anyas t
aintthe Goe
the
had reso
n
tien at Regina of a Lieutenant-Governor residence, Police Barracoke po
e them i
ae nth k w te the plc
and ther Public Buildings, with copies of ail adverisements for ten- where they dosired that the
capital of the
Noorh-Wet
ders, tenders and contracts for the construction cf theisame, and Territories should be. We wil
glad t be wilnormed by
statement cf ail sume expended up te date on account f such con- the right hon, gentleman, and the documents
chihie til
struction.
hfdoubtless bring down, as toewhether sucestep were taken,
Plan cf townshipiu which Regin is sitated, showing owner
each section, or part thereof as far as ascertainable, and ase which. and whether a careful attempt was made te fnd ut the
sections or parts thereof are incuded in the tawn site as at first proposed most desirable sitec; and as t whether subsequently any
and as finaly settied; with the locationcf the different Public Build- influence was brought tepber,mon the Railway Compny te
luge and cf the Railway
entation.
Statement cf value cf Public Buildings and furniture lateiy in use in induce thm teo take their road through that particular
BattMeford and at Fort Walsve
, and now disued, with amount, if any, place, if it was net on the prposed hline. Bt,hSir, rume
ias
realized from sales thereof.
stated, do net knowhow correctly, or else there wou4 to
d wish to give some reasons for asking that these returns no neoessity for making this motion, that the seletio of t
shai be brougt down. Ltris obvious that the locating eaar this site was net madesby the Government
altereern,
it
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had collected all possible evidence as to where it should be.
Rumor has it that this selection was left in the hands
of the Lieut.-Governor of the North-West Territories, a
person who, of course, from his official position might be supposed to know something of what was required in a seat of
Government; and rumor also as said, that this gentleman,
wbo otherwise, no doubt, was competent to judge, was interested in certain parcels of land in the neighborhood in
which it was supposed that this site would probably be
chosen-that ho had invested in one particular section,
comprised in or adjoining the present town site of Regina.
Of course, I do not know how correct that rumor is; but 1 find
a very strong article in the Government organ at Winnipeg,
which makes this charge more strongly than, perhaps, I
should care to do myself In referring to certain complaints
made from the district of Assiniboia, the editor goes on to
say:
"There is no denying it that Mr. Dewdney je unpopular throughout
Assiniboia. It is out of the question, of course, for a man in his position
to please everybody; and bis acts will always be misconstrued by those
dissatisfied with them. It is greatly to be regretted, however, that Mr.
Dewdney should have afforded grouad for the suspicion cast about
Be had no right whatever, as the chief
almost everything he does.
officer of the North-West Territories, to enter into speculations or become a stockholder in any of the multitudinous and rival land companies. He may say that he i or was interested in Section 26 at Regina,
and that he holds shares in the Bell Farm, not as Lieut.-Governor, but
as plain Mr. Dewdney. It is impossible, however, to distinguish between
the two entities, more eepecially as Lieut.-Governor Dewdney and Mr.
Dewdney have a common pocket.
" Lient.-Governorships in the North-West have unhappily come to be
regarded in the light that high and low offices in India were regarded in
the days of Clive and Bastings. Mr. Morris amassed a fortune in a few
years, and Mr. Cauchon, of course, did likewise, It may be that those
gentlemen did not abuse their positions or use te their own gain and
profit the valuable information that came to them officially. But the
tact remains that they came here poor and went away rich, and people
will persist in connecting office with money-making as cause and effect.
If Mr. Dewdney has made up hie mind te follow the bad example thus

set him, he may rely upon it that before hie term expires he will land in

a heap of trouble."

Now, Sir, these are the charges made, not by an Opposition
organ, not by a paper partial to this side of the flouse, but
by the Government organ at Winnipeg-by the Winnipeg
Times, a paper which, as will be seen by the latter part
of the. quotation, is not particularly favorable to the
Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba, who was appointed by
gentlemen now sitting on this side of the louse. This
testimony is not that of a party enemy, but of a friend,
who intimates, whether rightly or wrongly, that grave
irregularities took place with regard to the selection
of this site; and that Lieut.-Governor Dewdney was
allowed to speculate in virtue of bis position, and in virtue
of the information and power in bis possession as Lieut.Governor. Of course, Sir, these are charges which
the Government cannotlallow to pass quietly, with respect
either to themselves or to the gentleman in questionLieut.-Governor Dewdney. If these charges are false and
without foundation, they should be disproved at once; and
nothing can be easier than to do so, by bringing down all
the documents, reports and plans, &c., which will show us
that Lieut.-Governor Dewdney had nothing to do with
the selection of this town site. If it be shown by
the correspondence asked for, that the decision was
carried ont entirely independent of the opinion of
Lieut.-Governor Dewdney, of course this will at
once, clear away the aspersions cast on is character; and more than that, the Government here
will be freed from the charge of carelessness, and of
connivance at his speculation, with which it is charge-].
Sir, I hope it will be found, for the sake of the Government,
andof the Lieut..Governor, and of our politics generally,
that in deciding such an important question as this, the
Government did not place Lieut.-Governor Dewdney
in such an embarrassing and false position, as to ask for lis
advice about a matter in which ho was personallyinterested;
for I believe there is no doubt as to the fact that ho is or
Mr. 0As".
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was personally interested in land, which bas since
grcatly enhanced in value, in the location of this town
site. With regard to some other points, on which
I am asking information, I niay say one of them relates
to the change in the town site from the place which
was originally proposed for it. If I recollect aright
it was at first given out that the proposed town site
would be comprised of four sections lying a little further
west than those finally adopted, but it was latterly moved
away from the river to a distance of one mile, so as to
include or adjoin this Setion 26. about which so much
has been said. Now, it is not to be supposed that the location or change of location took place without the consent
of the Government, and I would like to know the reasons
which actuated them in giving it. Again I have asked
for information as to the negotiations between the Government and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and other
parties interested in the town site of Regina, as to the division of the lots there, or the division of the profits arising
from the sale of these lots. It bas been stated by the correspondent of one of our papers, that the sale of lots in Regina
was affected virtually by means of a lottery ; that the
lots were sold in blocks of twenty, by putting the numbers
of twenty lots in envelopes promiscuously. The buyer
who put down lhe money for twenty lots was
allowed to take one of the envelopes, and this envelope
might hold numbers n'early all of which were central lots, or
a majority might be outside lots, or there might b a pretty
fair division of both. In fact the purchaser was simply
betting on the chance of getting more than he was paying
for, and taking the chance of his getting less than hc wa-i
paying for. This correspondent, who appears to be well
informed, says that since the sales were made, Mr. Scarthe
who is agent for the company commonly known as the
Duke of Manchester Company, has offered to sell the remaining lots at a discount of 50 per cent., and has blocked a second
sale of lots bought by speculators in the first instance. If
this is true it is scandalous, and if untrue it should be disproven at once. I say that if true it is scandalous,
because it would make the Government of the country
a party to a transaction .similar to that which took
place in London not long ago in regard to which the
press animadverted so strongly, and with regard to
which cases are now in the court. It would make the Government parties to a lottery which might or might not be
a swindle, according to how it was managed. It will be very
easy to prove or disprove the truth ofthese statements when
the documents arc brought down. I have further asked by
whose orders the different officials were moved from Battleford to Regina, and from Fort Walsh to Regina. It has
been stated that the removals were made on the order of
Lieut.-Governor Dewdney only, and that the expendi.ture incurred for building the Governor's residence, and
other public buildings at Regina, was also ircurred on bis
sole authority. I have also asked fo-r advertisements for
tenders with regard to these buildings, simply that we mray
see whether the usual check las been kept on the publicexpenditure in these respects. I hope that the correspondence
will not be found to be as long proportionately as the motion, but that it may be brought down early enough in the
Session to allow us to consider it, and to enable us, if possible, to clear the parties concerned from the no doubt undeserved aspersions which have been cast upon them.
Mr. ORTON. I cannot allow to pass without reply the
unwarrantable and highly mischievous remarks of the hon.
gentleman. le made wholesale charges with regard to
the location of the Capital of Assiniboia, stating in the first
place that it could not bO chosen on account of'the insufficiency of water. I had the pleasure ol visiting that country
and spending some three or four weeks at Regina. I
travelled through a large portion of the country surrounding it, and I can state of my own knowledge that the
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that it should be fixed where it was. I do not think a more
suitable point could possibly have been found for the capital
of that fine Province.' Moose Jaw is close to the limit of the
good land. It is true there is good land beyond it, but it
ceases to appear eight or ten miles beyond. The wisdom of
the selection is shown by the one fact, that there is not a
quarter section within fifteen miles of Regina that is not
occupied by a settler. There are a great many old country
people there, as well as people from Ontario, and some who
came from inferior land in the Province of Manitoba. So
that the country surrounding Regina, will at once be settled
by a more dense population than any other part of the
North-West is to-day. The land is not in-the hand cof speculators, but every quarter section is occupied by a settler.
With regard to the Lieut.-Governor, I believe he is a
Mr. ORTON. A rough calculation was made showing highly popular gentleman in the North-West, and lis action
that, during twenty-four hours, 1,500,000 gallons of water in this matter I shall leave to be deait with by the Governpassed down the stream during the lowest period of last ment.
season. But, independently of Pile of Bones Creek, it is
Mr. TUPPER. There is just one remark of the hon.
not true that water cannot be obtained bysinking wells. A. gentleman's that I would like to correct. I think he
number of wells have been sunk. The railway company is mistaken in reference to the character of the coal in the
have found any -amount of water at a depth of 20U feet. North-West. I have had occasion myself to read some
The hon. gentleman shakes his head, but I know it te be a very interesting reports of that country, and although the
fact. Water of excellent quality has also been found at coal deserves all the praise that any man investing in that
several other places near Regina. Five miles off, is Burning article would desire, it does not possess the reputation of
Creek, a stream from which any amount of excellent water being superior to the Nova Scotia eoal, but it has the repumay beobtained if Pile of Bones Creekis not sufficient. Besides tation of being nearly equal to it.
there is the Qu'Appelle River,which is only distant sixteen or
seventeen miles from the city. So, I think, that the charge
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I do not at all object to the
made with regard to the scarcity of water is without founda- length of the hon. gentleman's motion, and I shall prove that,
tion. With regard to wood, I saw wood delivered in Regina in the most practical way possible, by adding to it a little beduring the time I was there lastfall, atfrom $7to $8 per cord. fore I sit down. The hon. gentleman has a right, certainly,
The wood is poplar, it is true, but it is good dry wood, such to put all these questions and get all this information, and
as they use in that country. As far as the fuel supply is shall get it by-and bye, as soon as it can be brought down.
concerned, however, not only Regina and its neighborhood, I regret, however, that the hon. gentleman should deal in
but the larger portion of the whole North-West, will have rumor when the character of a public officer is concerned.
to depend in the future upon coal, and it is a well ascer- He says there is a rumor that the Lieut.-Governor chose
tained fact that coal exists to an almost unlimited extent in the site, that he had sordid and interested motives in choosour great North-West. I have been informed, on good ing those sections, and the lion.gentleman read a newspaper
authority, that coal of a quality equal if not superior to that extract; and in order to attack the present Lieut.-Governor,
on Vancouver Island, and in many respects superior to the he does not hesitate to sacrifice an old political friend of his
Nova Scotia coal, exists in almost unlimited quantities own, Mr. Cauchon. It will be my duty to defend those
lotween the Rocky Mountains and Regina; so that there is three gentlemen. Mr. Morris was sent up by a former
no possibility of the want of fuel being a serions drawback Government of which I was the head. He was a colleague
to the selection of Regina as the capital of Assiniboia. With of mine, and all will admit a man of standing and conregard to the land in that neighborhood, I have travelled sideration in the country. As Lieut.-Governor he went
over a considerable portion of Manitoba and the North- to Winnipeg, and had nothing to do with the granting
West, and I challenge contradiction when I say of land, any more than the hon. gentleman himself-per.
that Regina is situated in the largest and most extensive haps did not take such a lively interest in the lands of the
tract of the richest agricultural land òf the whole North- North-West as the hon. gentleman, but he committed the
West, and I believe it will prove to be the most productive great sin of purchasing an eligible piece of property in the
for the growth of cereals. With regard to the charge city of Winnipeg. He bought it not from the Government
against the Lieut.-Governor of the North-West having but from a private individual, and he had right to doso. le
an interest iniRegina, all I can say is that I know nothing built some louses on it, and with the marvellous progresa of
pcrsonally with reference to that subject, but I do know Winnipeg, made I believe a large profit from the sale of
that the section of land in which he is said to have some lots on the land he purchased. Ail that was perfectly legitiinterest is not less tban a mile and a half from Regina mate. So were the purchases of Mr. Cauchon, who was the
proper, and I do not think there is the slightest possibility Lieut.-Governor sent up by hon. gentlemen opposite when
of that section becoming for many years a portion of the in power. Ie exercised his right of buying from individuals
city. The city of Regina I think is excellently situated. i and I hope his expectations may be realized. So with
had an opportunity of visiting Qu'Appelle, formerly called regard to Mr. Dewdney: he went up as Land Commissioner
Troy, as well as Fort Qu'Appelle. 1mustsay that I very muchi under the first Lieut.-Governor, and had nothing te do with
admired the situation of Fort Qu'Appelle, which lies in the lands in the North-West. He was sent up to look after the
Valley of the Qu'Appelle, with banks on each side, at Indians on their reserves, to be at the head of that branch of
least 300 fet. high. The difficulty thero, is that the site is the Public Service.
We have Indian Agents who are
too small for a large city or a consilerable sized town, and quite separate from the land oifcers, who have
very great engineering difficulties woula prevent proper no more to do with the lands than the hon. gentleman
railway accommodation being furnished at that point, in himself. All they have to do is to see that the Indians are
consequence of the high banzks and the deep valley. An- settled on the reservos, are peaceable, and, as far as possible,
other point is that it was important to have the capital on educated, and brought within the influence of civilization.
the main lino cf the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and the fact About a year ago the Hudson Bay Company put some secthat the Govertnment owned half the site made it important tions into the market. A friend of Mr. Dewdney's bought
Pile of Bones Creek contains, and last summer did contain
at the lowest time of the water, that is in October and the
beginning of November, ample water to supply a population of 50,000 inhabitants at least. I took the trouble to
ascertain from an engineer who was in charge of.the laying
out of that city what its capabilities- were in regard to
water, and he said he made a rough calculation, and with a
proper reservoir built on Pile of Bones Creek he had little
doubt that there would be ample water for a very large
city; and from the amount of water which is passing down
that stream every twenty-four hours, I feel pretty confident
that he was right.
Mr. CHARLTON. llow many cubie feet per minute
passed down the stream ?
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some of them, and asked him to take an interest in some of
the lots. He did so, a year before Regi.na was thought of at
all. He did not conceal that. le told me at once that he
had invested some money in Hudson Bäy proporty, and I
told him I hoped that ho had made a good speculation. That
is not the sole interest Mr. Dewdney had. -He has an
interest in a section at Qu'Appelle, and one at Regina, and,
I believe, in a Hudson Bay lot further west. le bas never
denied having this interest, and had a right to buy a Hudson
Bay Company's lot. The lon. gentleman says lie ought not
to have been consulted. Why ? I am responsible for the
selection of Regina. I asked Mr. Dewdney his opinion,
having the highest opinion of his probity, ability and judgment. I asked him, as I had asked a great many otherMr. CASEY. What did the hon. gentleman ask Mr.
Dewdney to do?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I consulted him, not only
about Regina, but about the laying out of town sites, all the
way from Qu'Appelle to Fort Calgary. I took al the
evidence I could. I talked to everybody about the best
places to choose sites. Those who were members of the
last Parliament, may remember that the hon. gentleman who
now leads the Opposition, very properly said, in discussing
this question, that while we gave homesteads to actual
settlers, we had no right to make them millionaires, and that
it was the duty of the Government to reserve town sites
so that the proceeds would go into the Public Treasury to
recoup the Treasury of Canada for the enormous expense
incurred in opening up and settling the country. That
was a very sensible remark. It was announcing a poIEcy
which the Government had resolved to carry out and were
carrying out. The moment the line of the Pacifie Railway
was established, a belt of one section deep on each
aide, 'was reserved so that the Government might see where
the tendency of the population was to rest, and where there
was speedy prospect of a town being establisbed, so that
the homesteaders, who were given, as a present, 160 acres
of land to farm on, should not become millionaires by putting the wholé of the money into their pocket. Besides
that, the Government tried to find out where were the
points along the line where towns would most likely spring
up. In a country of that kind which is a level prairie, unless where there aie streams of water, one place is as good
as another and it is a more accident where towns wiIl grow.
lu fact the casual settlement of some respectable men and
a post office being established, or a decent hotel at any one
point, might form ithe nucleus of a town. But those points
where there was any water wore certainly the most likely
places for the growth of towns. Consequently the Government reserved, not only the belt of a section on each side
of the road from one end to the other, but also certain
peints. They selected the Pile of Bones Creek, where the
Iand is as goed as my hon. friend has described it, and
where the 'water was in such a considerable body as to
make it a desirable point for a town. They also selected
MlooseJaw Creek, Medicine Hat, Calgary, Maple Creek, and
other places, likely sites for towns, so that the proceeds of
the sale of lots might come into the Treasury. There was
g-eat disappointment, among a large body of individuals,
that Troy (Qu'Appelle), was not selocted as the chief town.
Why, Sir, because it is a very pretty place. It las been
graphically described by my hon. friend who sits behind
me, the consequence was that pretty much all the land was
taken up by squatters. Some of them, I must say, squatted
rather fraudulently, not with a bona fide desire to become
settlers, but rather with the view-in their mind legitimate
enough-that if they could get a lot they could make a
profit by breaking up their homestead, or the preemption,
into town lots. Government desired to select those places
where the largest quantity of land in eligible places was
free fron settiers, where, without moving or incommoding
gir JoN A. MàODoNALD,
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any settlers who had gone up there, they might have land
in the market. Pile of Bones was chosen for that. WelIl,
one of their reasons, as the hon. gentleman pointed out,
why this place was selected was, that it was in the immediate Une of the railway. Now it was all important in the
altered circumstances of the country that the Mounted
Police should be gathered in from the various outlying
stations where they had been scattered in the early settlement of the country. They were scattered all over in
small bands. Perhaps that was requisite sorne years ago,
but now that the railway is running through the country
it was thought al] important that the headquarters should
be on the immediate line of the railway, and from that
point, as the railway went east and west, they could be, in
case of exigency, in case of disturbances among thelndians,
of troubles between the whites and the red men-that they
could be sent off from the central point, east and west, on
the railway, and thon going off on the prairies to
The
the place where there was danger of conflict.
.Commissioner of Mounted Police was sent to look for
a good place, and he selected as being most eligible, a
place in the immediate vicinity of Pile of Bones Creek,
where their was a fine tract of land for a farm which thoy
must have for their horses-for forage is enormously expensive there-and they selected that. That was the first
idea of our having a town there. Then it was quite clear
that, in order to make this town profitable, there should be
some arrangement made with the Canadian Pacifie Railway.
If they were starting a town on their own suggestion and
the Government were starting a town on their own suggestion, one mright kill the other, and it is quite clear to everyone that it is the interest of the Canadian Pacifie Railwny
to select sites for towns where towns are likely to grow,
where the land will become valuable. For they have to
make their money-and the hon. gentlemen opposite say
they are going to make enormous sums of money out of the
sales of those lands ; at all events, it is clearly their interest
to choose the very best sites. Well, Mr. Speaker, we consulted the Company. We knew that their interest was
perhaps greater than ours, and that we were perfectly safe
if the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and the Government agreed as to where the eligible sites would be. Well,
the Government and the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company
did agree that this was an eligible site for a town; and
if you look at the map which has been laid before the
House, you will see that the Canadian Pacifie Railway
Company has selectod the town of Regina as one of
the places from which there may be a leading branch
running to the North-West from Regina on towards Saskatchewan. The fact of its being the point of junction
between a railway connecting the Saskatchewan and one
running to the north at Regina, was sufficient to make
it a large town of itself. But then it is true you cannot
have everything. There is not water enough. We
would rather have Lad that river considerably larger, but
the streams there are not large. But a town was certain to
grow there, it was eligible, it was in the centre of Assiniboia, and as my hon. friend Las stated behind me, there are
only one or two places elsewhere. They might have gone
to Qu'Appelle, but the land was taken up, and, I think, the
Government exercised, ini the interest of the Treasury, in
the interests of the Province, a wise discretion in not choosing a place where a very small portion of the proceeds from
the sales of land would go to the Public Treasury, but would
go into the pockets of the people who happened to squat
there. There were only two places-Regina and Moose Jaw
Creek. Moose Jaw Creek is too far West, it is not so near
the centre of Assiniboia.

Mr. CASEY. How much further?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. About forty miles. But
while it is true that the land lying to the west of Mooso

1883.

DEBATES.

COIMONS

277

a

Jaw Creek is fit for settlement and is not the desert that it
bas been described-because we all remember the descriptions given in this House of that land being absolutely sterile,
of no value whatever. It does not bear that character. It
is good and fair land, and I believe it will be the
seat of of a large population. Yet from eight to ten miles west
of Moose Jaw Creek the land becomes of a lighter description, and of the appearance, to persons who are not experts,
of being sterile. It is inferior land to that which surrounds
Regina, but there will be a large town growing up at Moose
Jaw Creek. Forty miles is a considerable distance in a rich
country like that, and the Government have reserved a large
tract of land at Moose Jaw Creek for the same purpose that
they have done so at Regina. Moreover, at the crossing of
the Saskatchewan, the coal crops out, the rich coal which I
must almost tell my hon. friend from Pictou is equal to
Nova Scotia coal, and it is in unlimited quantities. Now, Sir,
I think it is unfortunate that the hon. gentleman should
attack a town which is just about begun. It is the
unfortunate duty of hon. gentlemen opposite to attack the
character of that country as a whole, it has been the style of
hon. gentlemen opposite to abuse that country, and we have
had it compared and said to be inferior to Kansas, inferior to
Texas, inferior to every other country in the world. They
have a habit of running down their own country, trying
to depreciate tha soil. Instead of giving a fair chance
to the city of Regina and assisting the Government to sell
their lands at a fair price, they publish to the world that any
man who gocs there is a fool, that it is not fit for a town,
that there is no coal, no fuel, no water nor earth, but mud
and scrubs. That is the description the hon. gentlemen

been constructed in Montreal, and others bere. Lieut,Governor Dewdney went to the enormous expense of adding
two together, and that, I believe, is the Lieut..Governor's palace. TheGovernment do not intend to go to ay
expense there on buildings of a permanent character, until
the costof building is infinitely reduced. When the railway
is finished, when lumber can be bought along lhe line
cheaper, and when brick is made, and I am glad to say that
in that region there is, I am told, first-rate brick clay, at a
cheap rate, the Government will proceed to put up a brick
Post office instead of a wooden oneand they may even venture
on the extravagance of orecting a brick Custom House,
because we are going to have a Customliouse there,and if the
Governor behaves himself very well we may change bis two
wooden ready-made bouses into a brick one. That is simply
the whole story. The hon. gentleman bas said something
about a lottery. I have read it in the newspapers.
If anything of that kind has been done by the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company, I think they have acted very
improperly, and must take the consequences of such an improper mode of disposing of the lots.
All they were
instructed and authorized to do was to take the management of the whole town, to lay it out accord ing to the experience of those in charge, and the Company have very experienced officers, such as Mr. VanHorn, who occupiesl a
high position on the Northern Pacifie, and who knows
exactly what is required, and what is the most profitable
and effective way to lay out a town. The town has been
laid out with ovals, squares and other open places for public
use, and no doubt it will form a good town. Notwithstanding the bad character whili t!e hon. member for
giye to that country. That is their idea of patriotism. Elgin bas given it, if you walk along soine distance and
This is not the first time that kind of patriotism look over your shoulder, you will see that three or four
bas been exhibited by the hon. gentlemen opposite. Now, bouses have gone up while you have passed along.
the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company could certainly have I eau bring down all the papers asked for-; but I
no object in making the fortune of Mr. Dewdney, or conniv- protest against attacks being made upon the characters of
ing or colluding with him in making an improper site. public servants. They are in a certain degree defenceThey want to make money ont ofit, they are going to make less. They are necessarily under the guardianship and
money out of it; and the Government were so sure that they protection of thie ouse, and they should not be attacked
were the most likely men to make money out of it, that they upon rumors, and certainly not on a casual remark of
simply said to them : Now, here, join us in choosing a good the press. The hon. gentleman should know the great
place. That place was chosen, the Canadian Pacifie Railway power he possesses as a representative of the people,
Company agreed that was a good place, and they have agreed and the great responsibility that rests on him ii making
to make that a starting point for the railway running to the statements against officials behind their backs, and who,
north. They know what they are about. They intend to being defenceless, have the right to throw themselves
make money out of their lots, and the Government have upon the generosity and the justice of the represensaid to the Canadian Pacifie Railway: Now, you eau tatives of the people. Attacks should not be made on them
manage it better than the Government eau, because your unless an hon. member has so far verified the rumors that
fortunes are concerned in it; we will put the land up to a he makes himself responsible for the attack. The hon.
given area; we will be a partnership; you take charge of member for Elgin bas admitted that, under present circumit, and sell the lots, and return to the Treasury half the stances, Battleford,was not a proper place for the seat of Govamount of the sales. That is the arrangement made, and I ernment. What the future great towns will be in the great
think we could not have a better agent than the Canadian North-West no one can foresee. We eau easily see where
Pacific Railway Company, because they get half of the pro- towns of reasonable and considerable size will grow up, but
ceeds of every lot they sell, the money received going into where the great cities will be established we must leave
their own pockets, and adding to their revenues. As to the that to futurity. The bon. gentleman admits, however, that
shifting of the site, I know nothing of it.
with a line of railway running through the country, BattleMr. CASEY. In regard to this arrangement with the ford is too far north. I believe Battleford has a future
Canadian Pacifie Railway, does the hou. gentleman mean too, and I would be the last to disparage it. I believe that
that the Company keeps half of the profits from the sale of from its position it will be a considerable town. From the
lots in the Government part of the town, for the trouble of fact that there is no approach to it except by the slow and
tedious navigation of the Saskatchewan, and that it is so far
management ?
distant from the reach of immigrants, its progrsss has not
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman will been so great as was anticipated by bon. gentlemen opposite,
see that every alternate section is ours, and every alternate and by the hon. member for East York, who selected it,
section theirs. It is put into hodge-podge, they manage when Premier; but that it will have have a future, and be
the whole thingand they pay us half. Tht ia the agreement. a town, I have not any doubt in the world. Meanwhile,
and I thinkit is a very good one; it costs us nothing and however, it was quite clear that the Provisional Districte
the Company are very glad to do it. As to putting up build- which have been established-and I think were divided with
ings there, I believe the Government have bought two ori a good deal of skili-if I may venture to say so, will be
three ready-made wooden houses, and have sent them therei several Provinces, oach with its own capital, as Manitoba
where they have been orected, some of these houses having1 has its capital at Winnipeg. I believe Regina will bo
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taken place within the last few days in the Provinces of
Manitoba and Assiniboia, and that they justify the
motion now before the House. The Times goes still
and insists that hon. gentlemen opposite
farther,
must institute enquiries into the conduct of Lieut.Governor Dewdney with regard to a matter so notorious and so public. If the statements are true, and they
appear in the press of the hon. gentleman, and are endorsed
by the hon. gentleman's friends, then I say my hon. friend
(Mr. Casey) was perfectly justified in the course he bas
taken. Now, what I understood the hon. gentleman to
complain of, with respect to the selection of Regina as the
capital of Assiniboia, was that the selection of it was left
in the hands of the Lieut.-Governor. Now, nobody complains of the Lieut.-Governor going to the North-West
Territories, and irvesting bis spare funds in purchasing
there real estate, as long as he does not ine his position,
and information acquired in bis official pobition, for the
purpose of benefitting himself. I do not complain of
it at all; but the ground of complaint against Lieut.Governor Dewdney was ihat lie had purchased a section
(No. 26) in Township 18 or 19, Range 25, from the Hudson
Bay Company, in connection with others; and the hon. the
First Minister admits that this man who had purchased a
section there, was the man who was authorized by them to
select a site for the capital of the new Province of Assiniboia. Now, I say that if the hon. gentleman wanted an
impartial and a fair selection, it is not exactly the thing
ta appoint for that purpose a man who is directly interested
in the selection of the town site at Regnia. For
aught I know and say, at the present time it may
bave been the very best selection that could be
made; but you cannot expect to get a fair, impartial,
and intelligent judgm-it from a man who is himself
personally interested in it. We know perfectly well there
were rival towns, Qu'Appelle, South Qu'Appelle, Moose
Jaw, and Regina, which was then called Pile of Bones;
and to select a man interested in Pile of Bones to decide
between these rival claimants for the capital of Assiniboia,
does not appear to me, at all events, the proper thing. I
am not going to say much about Regina, although 1 was
there for a couple of days last summer; but if there is a
river there, or a stream, out of which you can get water for a
population of 50,000, ail I can is that I did not see it, alhough
it may have been there. I do not me a to say thaL the
country around Regina is not a fair country, or tha t 1 hare
is not water enough at this place to accommodate a y :ilation of 3,000 or 4,000; but I am told-and I have it from a
person living there-that this winter they have been paying
75 cents a barrel for water, and that Pile of Bones Creek
is now frozen to the botton ! Of course, that May be so0;
and still there may be an abundance of water within
easy reach. As to Qu'Appelle, of which the hon. gentleman has spoken, Fort Qu'Appelle and Moose Jaw, I can
say as to those places that prettier town sites I do not
think to-day exist beneath the sun; and I arn quite sure that
if the bon. the First iMinister had devoted a few weeks to a
visit to that interesting region of our Dominion, ho would
agree with me that eitber Qu'Appelle or Moose Jaw is
infinitely superior, in so far as the eyo is capable of enabling
one to form an opinion on that subject, to Regina. At Moose
Jaw or Qu'Appelle the hon, gentleman would find a river,
and at the latter place four lakes, two on one side and tvo
on the other side ofthe town site. There is there plenty of
water and it is of a very good quality. The hon. gentleman
knows that at Moose Jaw there is Moose Jaw River, a rapid
running stream of clear water; and he knows that at
moose Jaw there is also Thunder Creek which empties
into Moose Jaw, and bas a very considerable volume of
water. I venture to say that it is, at least, five or tonThe
times as large as the stream Pile of Bones.
hon, gentleman knows that the land in the vicinity of

fine town, a very fine town, and will make a very creditable
and respectable capital for Assiniboia. The other Provinces,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta, will have their capitals by-andbye; there .will be plenty of towns there, and this one of
Regina will not be one of the most insignificant. I beg to
move the following addition to theb hon. gentleman's
motion, which, no doubt, lie will accept, and I will see that
it does not postpone the bringing down of the paper .
Copies of Orders in Council locating the Head Quarters of the
Mounted Police at Fort Ellice.
Copies of Orders in Council locating the Head Quarters of the
Mounted Police at Fort Pelly.
Copies of Orders in Couneil, or other authority, directing the con8truction at Fort Pelly of Police Barracks, and other public buildings,
with copies of all ad vertisements for tenders, tenders and contracts for
the construction of the same, and Statement of all sums expended up to
date, on account of such construction.
Copies of Orders in Council locating the seat of Government of the
North-West Territores and Head Quarters of the Mounted Police at
Battleford, and directiLg the removal of the Lieutenant-Governor, and
other officials, and of the Mounted Police from Fort Pelly to Battleford,
with Statement of expenses connected with such rernoval.
j Copies of Orders in Council, or other authority, directing the construction
Battleford of a Lieutenant-Governor's residence, Police
Barracks and other public buildings, with copies of all advertisements
for tenders, tenders and contracts for the construction of the same, and
Statement of all suns expended up to date, on account of such con-
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struction.
Mr. CAMERON (Huron). I do not think the right hon.
gentleman has any substantial ground of complaint against
the manner in which my hon. friend presented his case tonight. I do not think the hon. gentleman could fairly charge
him with unfairness in basing bis charges on aleged rumors.
My lon. friend did not found them on alleged rumor, in so
far as the conduct of the Lieut.-Governor of the North-West
Territo ies is concerned. It is quite clear there must be
something wrong, eitlher in the mode the Lieut.-Governor
administered public affairs there, or in regard to the instructions received by him from headquarters ; otherwise it is inpossible to understand the tone and attitude of the organ
of the Government in Winnipeg on this subject
Now if the hon. gentleman rested his case on some rumor of
the Opposition press, or on some statements made by those
who do not support the Government, the hon. gentleman
might fairly charge him with unfairness to the Lieut.Governor ; but here, Sir, is an editorial in an organ of the
Goverrnment at Winnipeg, drawing the attention of the
Government to the complaints, whother well founded or
not I am not prepared to say, but to complaints, at all
events, that exist and are widespread in that region against
the conduct of Lieut.-Governor Dewdney; and I say it
was the duty of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Casey) to have
drawn the attention of the Government to this matter under
the circumstances. Now the First Minister knowsperfectly
well, or ought toknow fromthe public press, that during the
last few days, a public meeting was heldlin ene of the centres of
population within the Province ofAssiniboia, at which meeting, permit me to say, Sir, every man present, out of seventyfive, were supporters of the Government, save three; and ati
that meeting, Sir, resolutions were passed, complaining of
the conduct of the Lieut.-Governor, and telling the hon.
gentleman, that if he were appointed Lient.-Governor
of Assiniboia, he would be treated as Mr. MeDougall
was treated when appointed Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba,i
and that bis entrance into the Province would be resistedi
perforce; and stating further, that the time for grumbling
had now passed, and the time for action arrived. Now when
one sees statements of that kind in the public press, whichi
supports hon. gentlemen, anid finds such motions and,
resolutions carried at a public meeting of the supporters of1
the Government, one cannot close one's eyes to the fact thati
some well-grounded cause of complaint must exist. I am
not complaining of the Lieut..-Governor, I know nothingi
about him except when he was in Parliament, and I always
then foand him to be a respectable and intelligent gentleman. I am only mentioning that those things have1
air JouN A. MàDoNALD.
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Moose Jaw is, as I believe, without exception, the finest
twenty in the whole of the North-West region; although at
miles west of it, it is not of so good a quality; yet,
to the south and north of Moose Jaw and for fifty miles
north of Moose Jaw, there is not finer ]and in the universe,
and to the south of it as well; and although the land
twenty miles west is not so good, still the land in
the neighborhood is of first-class quality. Moose Jaw is only
thirty-five miles from Regina; and if it had advantages
-which I am not saying it had-but am only pointing
out what appeared to me, from my observation, to
have been the case-the distance in a large Province like
Assiniboia, of thirty-five miles, could make very littie difference in the selection of a capital. Now, I believe, that
Regina will of necessity be an important place; it cannot
help but be so. St. Petersburg was made an important place
by force of circumstances, and the energy and perseverance
of the Emperor; and so the hon, gentleman can make
Regina an important city. I would be very sorry to say
anything that could detract from the importance of Regina;
but I do not think the hon. gentleman was quite fair
in throwing across to this side of the louse, whenever
we speak on subjects of this kind, the charge of always
depreciating the merits of that country. I do not think
that there is any warrant for that, judging from what has
been ~said in my hearing. As far as I am concerned,
I believe, as to the neighborhood of Regina, that the
land is fair; but I know that it is equally good at Moose
Jaw and Qu'Appelle. As to timber: there was none
that I could sec within a range of eight or ten miles
of Regina-and in that respect, perbaps Moose Jaw was not
much better; so taking it altogether, the selection may be a
fair one, although 1 think that Moose Jaw will, from its
position, be an important place. I would be very sorry to
say a word offensive of Lieut.-Governor Dewdney, which I
would not utter were he in my presence; and I should
perhaps say more, if he were, than I will now, because he is
not here, and is not in a position to justify and
defend himself. The hon. gentleman must however
know perfectly well that there is widespread dissatisfaction
in the North-West with reference to Mr. Dewdney. The
instance I bave given the hon. gentleman is clear
evidence of this fact. The hon. gentleman must also know
perfectly well, that there is very considerable dissatisfaction
and discontent among the Indian tri bes up there; and he
must know perfectly well that the camp located at Broadview, last summer, was almost in a state of rebellion. He
knows also, perfectly well, that Piepot's band was almost
in a state of actual rebellion; and, as everybody who knows
anything about the situation there can tell the hon. gentleman, perhaps better than I can, Piepots and his band were,
last summer, grumbling and complaining loudly of L.e way
in which they were used by the officials of the Government
there ; and when brought face to face with the Lient.-Governor, this band charged him with misrepresentations and
misconduct.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Now, I must really ask
the hon. gentleman, in all fairness, if he wishes to bring the
conduct of either the Government, or of Lieut.-Governor
Dewdney, into question as to the management ofIndians,
to give notice to that effect, for this has nothing to do with
Regina, which is under discussion.
Mr. CAMERON. I only mention this becanse the hon.
gentleman must know of it, for these complaints were
sent to the Department. If that is so, then I say
the hon. gentleman's motion is quite correct, and he
is not .open to the charge of having done anything
improper as regards either Regina or the conduct
of Lieut..Governor Dewdney. I lave nothing more
to say, but I thought it my duty to say this much as to
opinions I formed of Regina as the capital of the North-
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West, and as to the conduct of the Lieut.-Governor. This
mach I may say further that I quite approve of the policy
of the Government with respect to taking advantage of
these town sites for the purpose of putting the proceeds of
the sale of Government lands there into the Dominion
Treasury. I can see no reason why cither the Syndicate, or
the Duke of Manchester Company, or private individuals
should get the benefit of the sale of these sites. I believe
that their policy is correct. They have my approval, if that
amounts to anything, and if necessary they will have my
vote in support of the principle that, in opening up that
country where enormous sums of money are being expended,
the Public Treasury should reap the benefit of the sale of
these town sites. With respect to speculators, the lon.
gentleman says that the reason why one particular place was
not selected was because the whole place was occupied by
frandulent speculators.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. If I used the word fraudulent I used too strong a word. I meant merely to say
persons who have no intention themselves of cultivating the
soil.
Mr. CAMERON. I understood when the hon. gentleman
used the word he used it in that sense. The hon. gentleman knows that within a radius of six or seven miles of the
town of Regina there is not one actual settler. I know
that when I was there last summer there were seven
lawyer's clerks, ten ex-bank clerks, and a dozen other
other business men and numberless speculators.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. You are quite right;
that is certainly the case.
Mr. CAMERON. I am satisfied that there is not within
six miles of the place one single individual who went there
bonafide as a settler, with the intention of making his living
off the soil, and I have no hesitation in saying that if you
allow the speculators to take possession of that country you
are doing it a grievous wrong.
Mr. SPROULE. If you look at the argumonts which
have been brought forward on this question, I think it
becomes perfectly plain that the conduct of Lieut.Governor Dewdney was perfectly disinterested if he had no
investments there.
Mr. CAME RON (Huron). But he has.
Mr. SPROULE. I have it from himself that he bas not.
It appears that there were a number of sections of Hudson
Bay lots iii wbich le took one-twelfth interest, these lots
being scattered over the country. Now, if he had used bis
position to have the seat of Government fixed upon bis own
property, then it would be reasonable to suppose that he
was working in bis own interest; but the very fact tbat
his investment is upon Section 26, while Regina is upon
Sections 19 and 13, is the strongest evidence that it
it would be no advantage to him to have it placed there.
His land is outside the town, and we all know that land
outside of a city like Ottawa, for instance, is worth no more
close to the city than if it were five or six miles off. I was
informed by Mr. Dewdney, when I was in Regina
last fall, that he had no investments in Regina at
all, except such as any private individual might have
by taking advantage of the sale of lots. In reference to the selection of the town site it certainly
does seem strange to the people of Ontario, that a selection
should be made of a.place at which there is no large body
of water, such as the Ottawa River here for instance. It is
not common in a prairie country to find large towns springing up as in one, for exampie, on the banks of large streams,
fer the reason that in such a country you cannot carry on
manufacturing, and what then, what is the special advantage
of a large body of water? The best water found in prairie
countries for domestic purposes is that obtained from
artesian wells.
Why was it, when it was found iq
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Winnipeg that, in some partieular places, there were artesian the right hon. gentleman himself, who regarded the Pile of
wells, the people sought to obtain that property ? Simply Bones Creek, as the only thing which marked it out as the
because the water there was comparatively pure as compared site of a considerable town and the seat of Government; but
with surface water. In the Western States and Territories the faet of there being a creek there at al], is disputed by
the best supplies of water are obtained from artesian wells. the hon. member for East Huron, while the hon. member
The surface water contains alkali, which is not only un, for East Grey says rivers are of no importance in the
pleasant to the taste but unhealthy, and the deeper we go, North-West, because no oue drinks the water.
down in the ground the better is the qualityof the water.,
SPROULE. No; I said they are not considered of
One of the important considerations in making a selection, theMr.
same
importance as they are in Ontario.
of a town site is to have proper drainage-a matter muoh;
Mr. CASEY. The hon. gentleman bas gone farther than
more important than to have a large supply of water, be:
cause if yon cannot keep up navigation the water supply is I think I could have done, because he says the people of
of nogreat importance, whereas if you lack proper drainage Winnipeg do not drink river water. I am bound to say
one of the most essential requisites for a town is lacking.* 4hat a good many people I saw in Winnipeg did not drink
As to the method of selling the lots. When I was there, one water irom nany source, yet, people there do drink river
of the arguments used was that all the shrewd business men water, and the water works of Winnipeg draw their supply
of the c cs:ry had endorsed the principle upon which these from the River Assineboine. It stands to reason that the
lots were sold. The man who was in charge ed the businesd water supply of a new town like Regina must corne from
said to me.: " I have no doubt you are acquainted with Mr,. shalow wells, or from some neighboring creek or lake. It
Cameron. I have an order from him for an investment of ewaot depend on artesian weils, which may do very well
$5,000 in these lots." It struck me that the plan of selling for large cities which can afford them, but it is absurd to
these lots was very fair, and while it may partake of the char- talk of every person in a small town like Regina putting
acter of a lottery, comparatively speaking, it was no lottery. down an artesian well. The right hon. member chose to
There were some lots in the centre of the town, others at à attack me because ho said I had attacked the character of
distance of three-quarters of a mile-some near the railwayV the Lieut.-Governor, whose rights, and character, and
and others in the outskirts. While, between these classes, position this flouse was bound to respect and guard in so
there were lots of various values. The plan was to put marked *and peculiar a manner. I think, Sir, I did rot
twenty of these numbers in an envelope at an average pricd do anything that might be construed into an attack upon
I quoted the remarks of the Govof $250-a plan which it seems to me had a good effect in Governor Dewdney.
preventing large speculators from buying up valuable lots ernment organ in Winnipeg, which is supposed to
in the centre of the town, and thus preventing the town be inspired from Ottawa, and all who know the
from growing. This was doue so as to enable every person gentleman who owns and edits that paper will believe that
to get ashare in the site of the town, and to obtain valuable ho is in sympathy with the Government here; and tGiese
lots as well as those not so valuable. The system, therefore, attacks on Mr. Dewdney have gone abroad with all the furce
struck me as being a very fair one, as it gave every person that is attached to them by people who regard them as
an opportunity of obtaining lots at the lowest figure. The indicating the feeling in Ottawa with regard to that gentleI have simply given the hon. gentleman an
hon. First Minister said that two parties were interested in man.
the sale of these lots. So far as 1 remember, the Duke of opportunity of disproving these charges. He says the
Manchester's Company had one-third interest, the Railway papers will disprove them. I hope that is so; but I think
Governor Dewdney is hardly fortunate in the defence made
Çompany one-third, and the Government one-third.
for him to-night by the right hon. the First Minister, for
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No; the Government have lie tells us that ho knew, before the selection, that Mr.
one-half and the Canadian Pacifie Railway Coinpany have Dewdney was inter ested-for Mr. Dewdney told him-in
the other half. What arrangement they chose to make is Hudson Day Company's sections, not only at Regina, but at
the way of underselling to the Duke of Manchester, I do not Qu'Appelle, and at various points along the lino of railway.
know; that is no affair of ours.
With that kno'wledge, ho says that ho subsequently consulted Mr. Dewdney with regard to the selection of Regina,
Mr. SPROULE. I was informed that the Canadian and also of other town sites as far west as Calgary. Know.
Pacific Railway Company had entered into a private agree ing that Mr. Dewdney was so interested, ho did what ie knew
ment with the Duke of Manchester's Company. So far as ho should not have done-he placed Mr. Dewdney in an
the location is concerned, I can only say that there is an awkward and embarrassing position by askinghimwhere he
agricultural country for forty miles around Regina, which should fix the seat of Government in the North-West Terriil as good as can be found in any part of the North-West. tories. Well, Sir, those who met Mr. Dewdney last sumAs for water, there is not much anywhere in Southern mer came away with the impression not that the GovernManitoba, or between Winnipeg and Brandon; but the fact ment consulted him in the selection, but that it was entirely
that they have lately obtained good water by sinking in his own hands, and in those of the Canadian Pacifie Railartesian wells, and that there is no absence of facilities for way Cornpany. Of course we hope the documents will show
drainage, shows that the selection is a very good one. As that that was not the case, but that ho was merely asked in a
to the Lieut.-Governor having an interest lu it, I think nb casual way where the capital should be, and his opinion had
botter evidence that he has n>)iterest could be given thani no real weight in influencing the decision of the Governthe fact that the town is on Section 19, while the section in ment. But if they show that ho was asked to make a
which he is said to be interested is Section 26, and it must report upon the subject, and that the report favored this
be a long time before ho would be able to realize upon any selection, the factswill require very serious consideration, and
investment there.
will certainly receive it from the country at large, if not from
Mr. CASEY. I wish to say a few words in criticism of the this louse. The hon. member for East Grey corrected the
reply made by the right hon. the First Minister. In the first right hon. the First Minister, and informed him that Lieut.place, I repudiate the statement that I wish to run down Governor Dewdney had no property near Regina.
that part of the country. What I wish to do is exactly
JOHN A. MACDONALD. He as one-twelfth interest
what I did do-point out that there were no salient features in Sir
Section
26.
which the public could discern, making out Regina as a
Mr. CASEY. The hon. member for East Grey lotates
place preeminently fitted for a great eity. That is admit-,
ted by every one, and bas been, to abme extent, admited by J8Sotion 26 a little farther from Regina than does the hon.
Mr. SPerOULE.
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member for Centre Wellington. According to my reading
of the map, Regina is nearer 26 than the hon. gentleman
believes it is, and as a necessity has added greatly to the
value of that lot. The hon. gentleman says he did not choose
Qu'Appelle because there were a large number of squatters
settled there, but as the hon. member for Huron has pointed
out the land around Regina is all covered with squatters of
the most pronounced type, men who do nothing but sit in
their tents and smoke their pipes all summer, and make no
pretence of cultivating the land.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Those are not squatters
they are speculators.
Mr. CASEY. Those are the people who are squatting on
the land.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. How would you turn
them out? Would yon send an army to dispossess them ?
Mr. CASEY. How is the hon. gentleman going to turn
the squatters off the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Company's
land ? It appears the edict bas gone forth that they must
go. The hon. gentleman may send his Mounted Police to do
the work, or Mr.IDewdney may be able to effect their removal
by the mere exercise of bis authority, vithout the support of
an army, although they are bona fide settlers-emigrants
who had settled there before the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Company received its grant.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is no such order
gone forth.
Mr. CASEY. It was spoken of in the Winnipeg papers.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Government will
not have the power to take a man by the neck and turn
him off. If the hon, gentleman selects a piece of land, he
must be removed by legal procedure.
Mr. CASE Y. An official of the Government informed those
settlers that they must quit.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. .He gave them notice to
quit. That is a legal process.
Mr, CASEY. I am glad to learn there is no power to
turn these people off, and I am glad to hear the hon. gentleman is not going to turn them off. The greatest injustice
would be perpetrated if legal measures were taken to deprive
these people of their lands. But if legal measures could be
taken in their case, they could be taken also in the case of
the squatters at Regina. Yon should not make fish of one
and flesh of the other. I need not go into the discussion of
all the other possible sites for a capital. Moose Jaw has
had its advantages pointed out, and I an told there is a
place south of South Qu'Appelle where there is a beautiful
lake quite sufficient to supply with water a city of any size,
and I have been told of numerous places throughout the
country, fit for the capital, vastly superior
to
Regina.
If the Government had
the country
thoroughly explored with the·view of selecting town sites,
and comnpelled the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company to
diveit the road to suit those places, many advantages would
be gained, but no doubt it is impossible for the Govmernment
to compel the Canadian Pacifie Railway to do anything.
For their own reasons this Company changed the line of the
road fron the route carefuilly selected by Government en.
gineers, and are takingthe railway through a tract of coutry
which does not offer so many suitablo town sites. If the
Canadian Pacific Railway had followed the original course,
and struck the Sa.katchewan Valley at some point, the lino
would run through a much more fertile country, eontaining
a number of places suitable for town sites. As to Mr.
Dewdney's house in Regina, which the hou. gentleman said
is a coupleof ieadv-made wooden louses, I am not aware
that Mr. Dewdney bas much opportunity at present to use
it. But, ut Winnipeg, last August, I saw a completed plan
36

of the residence to be made of brick, with coach houses and
stables, and was informed by the architect that he had
orders to put this bouse under contract.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have the plans. They
were sent tu me, but the buildings will not be built for some
time.
Mr. CASSGY. I suppose not, for the bricks are not made
yet. The hon. gentleman mustnotgiveus the idea that the
residence of the Lieut.-Governor is a wooden building.
Naturally the Lieut.-Governor should have a bouse
consistent with the architect's description. With regard to
attacking a public servant, I did not attack Mr. Dewdney,
but I think the Government's conduct las been blameworthy
on this particular occasion. It is absurd in the rigbt hon.
gentleman to attack anybody for critictising the actions of
a Lieut.-Governor when ho has done, himself, all in bis power
to remove any prestige connected with the office by the course
ho and bis followers took with regard to the late Lieut.Governor of Quebec. If the reverence hethinks ought
to hedge in a Lieut.-Governor has disappeared, it is due
to the violent attacks made by himself on that gentleman.
Motion agreed to.
EASTER ADJOURNMENT.
Mr. BLAKE. Can the right hon. gentleman inform us
when we are to bave the Estimates ?
Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD. Next Wednesday. And
I would aiso say that I had given notice that when the
Hoise adjourned on Wcdnesday next, I would move that it
stands adjourned until Tuesday of next week at 8 o'clock.
But Tuesday will be a Government day, and as not much
business will be initiated, it bas been pressed upon me that
it would be better to adjourn until Wednesday at 3 o'clock
and I give notice of motion to that effect.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.
Motion agreed to; and (at 12:15 o'clock a.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
TUESDY, 20th March, 1883.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.
PRAYERS.

CONSOLIDATED RAILWAY ACT.
Mr. MULOCK, in moving that, in accordance with the recommondation contained in the second report of the Select
Standing Committee on Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines, Bill (No. 15) to amend the Consolidated Railway
Aet of 1879, be withdrawn, said: The reason for this
motion is, that when the Bill referred to came before the
Committee, the hon. Minister of Railways intimated his
intention to introduce a General Railway Bill, which would
substantially embody the provisions of this Bill. Under
these circumstances, I assented to the Committee reporting
in the sense in which they have done; and, in accordance
with that report, I beg leave to withdraw tho Bill.
Bill withdrawn.
BANKS AND BANKING.
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved that the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole on Bill (No, 46) further

