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calm and peace, when there is very little~to do, the Public
Accounts Committee might perform sòme useful functions
if the members were called together.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. As regards the Public
Accounts Committee, those hon. members who follow the
standard of my hon. friend would not be present, and I am
afraid justice could not be done to the investigation of the
Public Accounts.

Motion agreed to ; and (at 4:30 o'clock p. m.) the
House adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
WEDNEsDAY, 21st February, -83.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Thrce o'clock.

PRAYERS.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were Eeverally introduced and read
the first time:-

Bill (No. 22) respecting the Crédit Foncier Fianco-
Canadien.-(Mr. Desjardins.)

Bill (No. 23) to further reduce the Capital Stock of the
Quebec Fire Insurance Company.-(Mr. Bossé.)

Bill (No. 24) to incorporate the Manitoba and North-
Western Fire Insurance Company.-(Mr. Sutherland,
Selkirk.)

Bill (No. 25) to amend the Acts respecting Cruelty to
Animals.-(Mr. Richey.)

NAVIGATION OF LITTLE BEAR CREEK.

Mr. BAKER (Victoria, B.C.), in the absence of Mr.
SMYTH, enquired, What is the intention of the Government
respecting certain improvements to the navigation of Little
Bear Creek, in the county of Kent ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Government is not in
a position to answerthe hon. member to-day.

TWO CREEKS HARBOR.

Mir. BAKER (Victoria, B.C.), in the absence of Mr.
SMYTH, enquired, What is the intention of the Government
respecting Two Creeks Harbor, in the county of Kent,
and the work to be donc there upon the report of the
Engineer ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. We have not the data in
the Department, but an examination will be made during
the recess in order to obtain the information required, to
decide whether the work should go on or not.

VETERANS OF 1812 WOUNDED IN AOTIVE SER-
VICE.

Mr. AMYOT (Translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to grant to the veterans of
1812, belonging to the Province of Quebec, and wounded
on active service, a sum equal to that paid to the veterans
in the same class belonging to the Province of Ontario?

Mr. CARON (Translation). In answer to the hon. mcm-
ber, I have the honor to say that this subject is now under
the consideration of the Government.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS ACT OF 1574.

Mr. DUGAS (Translation) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to amend, this Session, " The
Dominion Controverted Elections Act, 1874 ?"

Mr. BLAKE.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). I have to
say, in reply, that this suject is under the consideration of
the Government.

MILLING WIIEAT IN BOND.
Mr. WHELER enquired, Whether it is the intention of

the Government, at an early date, to amend the Order in
Council regulating the importation of United States wheat
in bond for milling purposes, so as to allow the equivalent
in Canadian wheat or flour to be exported to cancel such
bonds?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. It is not the intention of the
Government to amend the regulations in the direction the
hon. member proposes.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Mr. LESAGE enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to render the vital statistics'more effective,
more regular, and more general; and if so, whether th.y
intend to inerease the grant over the amount voted last
Session ?

Mr. POPE. IL is the intention of the Government to
render vital statistics more effective, more regular and more
general. The latter part of the hon. gentleman's question
is under the consideration of the Government.

GRINDING IN BOND.

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of all Orders in Council
and Departmental Orders, not already brought down, on
the subject of grinding in bond, or of the regulations for
grindiiig in bond, or for the import of wheat and flour of
United States growth or manufacture; also, for all corres-
pondence with the authorities of the United States, on the
subject of the transport of Canadian wheat into or through
the United States, and of all regulations of the United
States Customs authorities affecting such transport. He
said: I am not awarewhether there are any Orders in Council,
or Departmentul Orders or regulations not already brought
down. Some regulations were made at a remote period for
the purpose of facilitating the transportation of Canadian
wheat from one prrt of Canada to the other, and also with
reference to Canadian wheat sent into the United States to
be ground in mills at Minneapolis and elsewhere. I observe,
also, that very lately some Orders have been issued changing
the practice in two of the border towns in the North-'W est.
It is important that we should know precisely what are the
regulations affecting this question.

Motion agreed to.

HON. JOHN O'CONNOR.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement of any sums
paid to the Hon. John O'Connor since his retirement
from office, with dates and particulars; also, a copy of any
paper showing the arrangement on which such sums were
paid, said: It was stated in the newspapers that some
arrangements had been made with Mr. O'Connor since his
retirement-owing, I regret to learn, to serious illness-for
his employment in the Government service in some capg-
city, and that he was in the receipt of a salary in that
capacity. I am entitled to know how that is.

Motion agreed to.

RECORDS OF ELECTIONS.

Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement, from the Records, of
the Elections to the present flouse of Commons, showing
the number of votes polled for the respective counties in the
several Electoral Districts and in the various sub-divisions
thereof, together with the number of ballots rejected-and
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spoiled in each sub-division, at the last General Election,
and also at each election held subsequently thereto up to date;
also; the number of electors on the electors' lists, together
with the population, as shown by the last Census, of every
such sub-division; also, a statement in each case in which a
recount or re-addition was made, showing the changes made
in every sub-division and in the district on such recount,
with the number of ballots rejected which had beon formerly
allowed, and allowed which had been formerly rejected
in each such sub-division, with the reasons, so far as obtain.
able, for such rejection or allowance. He said: I presume,
as usual, preparations have been made for meeting this
motion, and as we are all anxious to get the authentic
returns at the earliest moment possible, I would suggest
that, should the statement onquired for in the latter
part of the motion entail any delay in its preparation, it be
made a supplementary statement and furnished separate
from the other. I ventured to state, the other day, that very
great difficulties had arisen which would demand our most
serious attention in the working of the Ballot Act.
Amongst them was to be found the disfranchisement of
hundreds, even thousands, of electors, upon recounts. lt is,
therefore, important we should hear what the changes were
that were made upon the recounts, and the reasons for those
changes. Those reasons may be seen on the surface. For
instance, that certain ballots were not initialed or were num'
bered, and it may be fhat a st atement of the reason for re-
jection may accompany the ballot. In any such case we
want the material as far as obtainable, so that we may under-
stand how it happens so very large a portion of the electors
failed to accomplish their object-the recording of their votes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. As there may be some
delay in the latter part, I would suggest that the motion be
amended, making the latter return supplcmentary. -I would
also add to the motion a return of the number of voters in
the constituency, and whether the election was by acclama-
tion or whether a poll was asked.

The motion, as amended, agreed to.

CONSOLIDATION OF DOMINION STATUTES.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement in detail, with
dates of all expenditures made in connection with the com-
mission or authorization to the lon. James Cockburn, Q.C.,
to consolidate the Dominion Statutes, and copies of the
commission or authorization and of any reports made by
him on the subject, said: We all learned with much regret,
by the announcement made by Mr. Cockburn, in November
before last, that his health was such as to prevent him any
longer discharging the arduous duties of a member of this1
Ilouse, and consequently resigned his seat in Parliament.
Contemporaneously with that, it was announced he had
been appointed to do the work of consolidating the Statutes ;1
but I observe, by the Public Accounts now brought down,
that that appointment, so far as emoluments are concerned,t
had preceded the resignation by a period of six months,s
payments having been made for the whole fiscal year from
Ist July to 30th June. The Hon. James Cockburn, it
appears, acted in that capacity for that period, though this
office had been conferred upon him after he ceased to be a
member of the House. It is important we should know
what progress is being made in the work, what has actually
been done. A commissioner and another officer have been
appointed, and both have been paid, but as yet no other0
proofs of this arrangement have been made visible.•

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There will be no objectionr
to this return being sent down. Mr. Cockburn, as we all
know, broke down in his health so much so that he could noto
reman in his seat. His disease was such, he could notv
attend here with any regularity, and he has been very much
confind to the sofa. This has notprevented him, however,0
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from working earnestly and assiduously in the consolidation
of the Statutes, and those who know him will agree that he
is a very fit person to be employed in that service. I am
glad to say that his indisposition has not prevented bis
attending to this work. A report will be laid at an early
day on the Table of the House showing the progress made
in the consolidation of the Statutes.

Motion agreed to.

MANUFACTURE OF GREAT GUNS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copy of contract, correspond-
ence, reports and statement of payments made in connec-
tion with the manufacture of great guns for the Govern-
ment of Canada, said: Some time ago a vote was taken in the
Estimates for the manufacture of great guns-I think they
were called Pallisser guns, but the hon Minister of Militia
will correct me if wrong, as I am not very well versed in the
names of munitions of war-at Montreal for the purposes
of the Dominion. Our hon. friend, whom we much feared
some time ago, might have been promoted to the realms
above, but, we are glad to know, has been only promoted
half-way-to that Chamber which occupies the other end of
this building-bas told us here that he had achieved a
remarkable triumph-that ho had arranged for the manu-
facture of great guns, superior in every quality to those
manufactured at Woolwich and at a lower cost. Upon
that, I suggestel to him that it would be well, since he had
accomplished these things, that he shouîld propose to tender
to the British Government to supply the British Army
with those munitions of war which they require, and which,
with their inferior powers and capacities, they have been
able only to pr'oduce at a greater cost and of a lower
quality. My hon. fiend, however, thought that ho would
proceed slowly, and that he would conclude a successful
arrangement for the making of these guns first, before ho
followed my advice. I do not know what bas been done
since about the great guns; I only know what has beon
said in the newspapers, which sometimes tell the truth, and
they say, that there is a quarrel between the contractors
and the Government, that the work bas not been done, and
that there is a law suit going on now upon the subject of
great guns. I should like to know what the facts are, and
with that view I make this motion.

Mr. CARON. I am very happy to sec that my lion.
friend takes such a deep interest in this matter, and it will
afford me great pleasure indeed to give him all possible
information. The papers will show him the names of the
contractors, and will also establish, I believe, that my
predecessor, the lon. Mr. Masson, is not to blame for
anything whieh may occur. The contract so far bas not
been carried out, and the Government took measures to
protect itself against any loss.

Mr. BLAKE. Then the bon. gentleman bas not made.
those arrangements with the British (-overnment that I
suggested.

Mr. CARON. Not yet.
Motion agreed to.

RETURNING OFFICERS IN THE GENERAL
ELECTION OF 1882.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a list of the returning
officers appointel for the General Election 1882, other
than registrars or sheriffs, and the occupations and
residences of such officers, and a list of the sheriffs and
registrars for the districts in which such other returning
officers were appointed, said : It has been stated that " it
was only in cases where the Government knew, and were
morally or legally convinced, that the persons who would
officiate as returning officers would be unworthy of the
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trust, that the Government made any other selection ; "
and, once again, it has been stated that it was only
when the Government "knew, from the character of
the men and their positions, that they could not be
free from sinister, clandestine and improper influences,"
that they took other and better men. These statements
have been made with reference to the cases in which
the Government departed from the rule which had been
fornierly established by law, as to the cboice of returning
officers in the late Election. I need hardly say that
this is a serious aspersion upon the character of every one
of those persons, because it is said of every one of them that
no change was made except in cases where the Government
had been convinced that they were unworthy of confidence,
and would act in a manner inconsistent with their duty. I
desired to say, with reference to one returning officer whom
I have known for a number of years, and whom I think the
hon. gentleman bas known much better for a great many
more years-I mean the Registrar for the West Riding of
Durham, for wbich county I sit here-that that statement,
so far as it is based upon any facts known to the public, and
upon any facts known to the electors of both sides of polities
in that constituency in which he had officiated as returning
officer for all the elections with which I am conversant, is
not correct as applied to him. His political proclivities are
very well known, they are those of the hon. gentleman
himself. He never was a friend of the Liberal party, but it
was the good fortune of the constituency of both sides of
politics, I believe-certainly of the Liberal party-to be
always able to say at those elections, that he had acted with
perfect fairness and impartiality; and I desire to say, that I
bave heard notlfing which wouldjustify those imputations on
the eharacter of Mr. Armrour, or on those other persons to
whom the hon. gentleman has referied in that condennation,
without exception or qualification,to which le subjected them
all, upon the occasion I have mentioned. It is important that
we should have a list of those unworthy sheriffs and regis-
trars, because I think. if they are unfit to be returning
officers, they are unfit to be either registrars or sheriffs, or
to fill any other position of trust or confidence in any shape
or sense, directly or indirectly, in the government of the
people.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There can be no objection
to granting this motion. With reference to the language
which the bon. gentleman has <uoted, I would wish it to be
understood that I pass no general condemnation, or specifie
condemnation, upon every registrar or sheriff who was not
appointed. J certainly did not desire to say so. I believe
there is a good reason for every case in which that rule was
varied from. With reference to Mr. Armour, the Registrar
for the West Riding of Durham, certainly I had no inten-
tion of passing any condemnation upon him. Mr. Armour
is a gentleman I have known for a great many years, and
always esteemed; and I believe he is, so far as he has any
political predeliction, a Conservative-or used to be at al]
events before he held office, and I have no reason to suppose
he is not so yet.

Mr. CASGRAIN. While we are upon this subject of
returning officers, I would remark that I think the hon. leader
of the Government, in making his choice of those officers,
forgot the report made by a former House in 1867 as to the
returns made by the then Registrar for the County of
Kamouraska. He was declared, by the report of a Committee
of this House, unfit to be a returning officer, and, so far as I
recollect, nothing las occurred since that time which would
lead us to believe that he is better fitted to fill that duty
now than le was at the time lie was censured by a former
House.

Mr. SCRIVER.. It seems somewhat difficult to reconcile
the words which have fallen to-day from the lips of the Ion.
leader of the Government, with those which he uttered

Mr. BLAZE.

on two previous occasions, and which have been quoted to-
day by the hon. leader of the Opposition. I desire to say.that
a change has been made in the county I have the honor to
represent, which I found it difficult to account for in any-
thing that took place before the close of the last Parliament.
The gentleman who occupies the position of Registrar in
my county, and who has acted as returning officer for many
years past, both in the Local and in the General Elections,
was not appointed returning officer at this time, and no
reason that I can imagine ought to have influenced the
Government in making the change that was made. That
gentlemah has always acted with the most perfect impartial-
ity. fe lias not been in any sense a partizan. Politically
he has been in sympathy with the Administration of the
present day; and I feel bound to say that the gentleman
who was appointed in his place acted in quite another
spirit to that which would have animated bis predecessor
in the discharge of his duties.

Mr. BLAKE. I was very glad to hear the hon. gentle-
man's disclaimer, since the case was brought to his atten-
tion, of any intention to make a complaint against the
Registrar of the West Riding of Durham; but I find it, as
the hon. member for Hluntingdon bas said, a little difficult to
reconcile that statement with the observations which
induced me, I frankly say, to make this motion to-day, be-
cause there was neither exception nor qualification in the
use of the very strong and cogent language which the hon.
gentleman used in criticizing the conduct, the trustworthi
ness, the fitness, of those whom he stigmatized, because ho
did stigmatize them by not appointing them on the ground
be stated the other day. As we understand now from the
hon. gentleman in this particular case, and as we will un-
derstand after a while from some other hon. gentleman,
there was no impropriety of conduct, and no reason to cast
any blame at all upon the officers. We had a pledge from
the Administration, during the progress of that Bill through
the flouse last Session, that unless tbere was a reason to
cast blame on the officers, the Government would not depart
from the rule, and would still-though not with that
security of tenure, and security therefore of independence
which the Statute gave-would still, of their own good will
and pleasure, appoint the persons who formerly held an
official title to this duty. As we find the hon gentleman
bas no imputation to make, and says the registrar has acted
as returning officer on many previous elections, and acquired
a full knowledge of the duties which devolved upon him,
and of the capacity of the sub-officers, and, therefore, was
able to make a fit choice, and conduct the election regularly,
I want to know why the change was made. As it was not
that there was anythingwrong with the registrar, as he was
competent, impartial, and experienced, was it in order
to get somebody who would be incompetent, partial,
and inexperienced ? If it was, I admit the hon. gentleman
accomplished his purpose; I admit thatwas the result on this
occasion of the change. Why, the person whom he appoi nted
to be returning officer for the West ]Riding of Durham,
knew so little-anxious, though I dare say he was, to dis-
charge lis duties-of what his duties were, that he was for
half an hour in a state of painful suspense on nomination
day as to whether his duty would not require him, and
would not call upon him imperatively, to reject my nomina-
tion paper. Why ? Because there was the word "honor-
able " at the beginning of my nomination paper, and
" esquire " at the end of it; and it was not until a sort of
legal pressure by the agent of my committee who presented
the nomination paper, il was not until argument after argu-
ment had been advanced, that this exceedingly impartial,
intelligent and capable gentleman, who was substituted for
the Registrar of the West IRiding, was prevailed upon to
accept the nomination. He looked at the Statute. The
Statute said nothing about "honorable." He looked at the
Statute again. It said nothing about "esquire." Ie doubted
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whether that did not invalidate the nomination, but ho was
persuaded to the contrary, and I sit here because he
was persuaded to the contrary. I advise the hon. gentle-
man another time when he is about to give a character
under a little gentle prsse, to a registrar whom he knows,
not to throw away dirty water before he gets clean, and to
be satisfied that the change will be an improvement before
he makes such an experiment as he as done on this
occasion. I will not go into the other consequences. They
might have been tolerably serious, and had my majority
been a little less than it was, they might, with the change
which the ehon. gentleman was pleased to make, have
relieved him from the pain of hearing me at this moment.
I do think this is a serions question. As I say, we were
told, when the Bill passed through the House, that except
in case of necessity arising from their being incompetent
and improper persons, the registrars would be retained. We
are told, to-day there is no cause of complaint against the
Reigstrar of West Durham; it is admitted that the belongs
to the same political stripe as the hon. gentleman, and that
he possessed experience, capacity, and impartiality. He
was, however, changed, and another person appointed. It is,
therefore, evident that the pledge which the Administration
gave to the Houste last Session, was, on this occasion,
violated, and I do not, and cannot, understand why the
change was made.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. As to the pledge of which
the hon. gentleman speaks, the pledge or statement was
simply this : that, as a general rale, the officers usually
employed as returning officers would be retained. That
general rule was carried out, with particular exceptions,
and the West Riding of Durham, which the hon. gentleman
bas mentioned, is one of them. At all events, it cannot be
said that the change was made for the purpose of putting in
a political friend. The hon. gentleman states that the regis.
trar was a political friend of this Government, and hie
successor, I presume, was of the same politics; but I do not
remember-I do not really remember, who he really was. It
is quite clear that the returning officer decidéd that the
hon. gentleman was eligible; in the next place, he decided
that it was proper for him to return the hon. gentleman;
and I can assure the hon. gentleman that, though he wishes
to show the House that great was the desire of the Govern-f
ment to appoint new men, we would have been greatly1
disappointed if the hon. gentleman had not been returned-
I will not say for West Durham, but as a Member of Par-
liament-to represent a constituency in this House. He bas
complained of the returning officer who took time to consider,
although the result of his consideration was that he decided
that the hon. gentleman, not only in name but in fact, hadf
the right to claim the suffrages of the people, and
he obtained the suffrages of the people. There could be
no complaint, therefore, that any wrong had been donec
either to the electors or to the hon. member.

Mr. CASEY. The hon. gentleman seems to draw a wide i
distinction between a statement and a pledge. He made a
certain statement to us, last year, as to what would he the
course of the Government with respect to this matter, and
he wishes us now to understand that his statement as to the t
intentions of the Government is by no means always f
intended to be a pledge, which is a point worth bearing in r
mind. t

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I did not say so.9
fi

Mr. CASEY. In regard to this particular case of West t
Durham, the hon. gentleman says the officer was not to r
blame for having followed the example of the Government p
by taking time to consider. It was no harm to take such
questions as the- use of "honorable " and "esquire " into
serious consideration, but he might have kept them under h
consideration too long, after the time required either for f

declaring the nominations closed, or for returning a mem-
ber by acclamation. But the hon. leader of the House goes
further, and says it was not in order to p ut in a political
friend, that some other person than the registrar was
changed on this occasion, because Mr. Armour was also a
political friend. It may not have been in order to put in a
friend as returning officer, but it may possibly have been done
-I do not insinuate that it was, but still it is open to that
suspicion-to put in a political friend as member ror that
constituency. The explanation given by the hon. gentle-
man leaves us almost no room to doubt that the changes
made generally in the returning officers, whatever may
be the case in this particular instance, must have been done
for the purpose of giving some advantage to Government
candidates. He has stated that in the case of West Durham,
at least, it was not due to any lack of competency on the
part of the old returning officer that the change was
made. The hon. gentleman had nothing against him.
The same will be said in regard to other sheriffs and
registrars, that they were "not appointed returning officers,
for the Government will not directly insult them by
saying that they were not competent. The man chosen,
instead of the sheriff or registrar in each case, must
have been more desirable, for some reason or another,
than the man whose experience in this sort of work
had extended over many previous elections. fie cannot
have been more desirable on the ground of experience,
because he had had no experience as a general thing. He
cannot have been more desirable on the ground of imparti-
ality in most cases, because very often those instead of
whom he was chosen were Conservatives, and he was not,
therefore, likely to be more impartial. Can it be pos-
sible that he was chosen, in many of these cases, instead
of the sheriff or registrar, because he was more likely to

e partial to the Government candidates ? I think that
this is quite possible; and I do not hesitate to say so. I think
that this possibility, moreover, is borne out by the facts.
These returning officers, chosen for this particular Election,
have been most forward in assuming to themselves judicial
functions which are not generally assumed by returnin
officers, or not generally supposed to belong to them; and
not only did they assume judicial functions, in some in-
stances, but what might almost be called legislative
functions. They were a law to themselves in many cases
with regard to the rejection of ballots and the total vote
polled in certain places, when this happened to tell against
some particular candidate by whom they were appointed.
And this brings me to the worst point in the whole busi-
ness: although appointed by the Government, as a matter of
form, there is no doubt that iu most cases-if not in all-they
were really appointed on the nomination of the Government
candidate, at whose election they were to act in the character
of quasi-judges. They officiated altogether in the character
of judges in some cases, because they assumed to act with
udicial powers. I say it is a very serious, dangerous and
mproper thing, that a candidate soliciting the votes of the
electors, should be allowed to select the man who is to act
as a judge on the fairness of the election, on the qualifications
of those who voted for or against him, and the regularity of
he poll in every sub-division. It is an extremely serious
thing that this should be donc; it is an extremely serious
precedent to be established; and it is a still more serious
hing, Sir, that the Government have not seen fit yet to
give any general reason for introducing this change, and
for breaking on the established usage of many years, other
han the general statement once made, and now being
retracted piecemeal, that the sheriffs and registrars in these
)articular cases were not fit for the position.

Mr. O'BRIEN. The hon. gentleman who has last spoken
as talked about returning officers exercising legislative
unctions. Of course, I presume that he alludes to gentle-
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men who acted on the Conservative side. But I will call
his attention to a case where returning officers, and even
deputy returning officers, were appointed by gentlemen
known to be Reformers, whom the Government did not
think fit, as they held the official position of registrars, to
replace by an officer recommended from their own party,
and I will tell you what they did. The hon. gentleman
talks aout legislative functions, but in many constituencies
these officers created two or three classes of voters, who,
under the present law, were not entitled to vote at all.
They gave votes to Indians residing hundreds of
miles away from the constituency, and these votes were
counted against me; they gave votes also to unenfran-
chised Indians in the constituency, who had never before
cast a voteat all ; to river-drivers and to rafisment who
did not own a foot of land. Talk about legislative
functions. Why, the hon. gentleman who talks so much
about this, who has brought up the question of the conduct
of returning officers, and on whose remarks the inference
of wrong-doing on the part of gentlemen, as having leen
appointed by the Government for partizan purposes, might
be drawn, could in this particular case well enlarge the
sphere of enquiry into the conduct of returning officers in
whose integrity the Government had placed perfect con-
fidence in Muskoka; and he might extend his remarks to
the manner in which bis own friends there conducted the
election, where they had everything in their own hands,
and the votes of Indians, living hundreds of miles from the
constituency, were accepted and were recorded, and re-
turned as legitimate; and the same thing was done
at Carey Island, where some seventy-five unenfranchised
Indians were accepted in spite of protests, while the
special franchise, under the Free Grant Act, was allowed to
their lumbering friends, who brought down their river-
drivers and raftsmen, who did not have the least interest
in the country, and recorded their votes: If the subject is
to be enquired into, and if the charge of illegality is to be
thrown into our teeth, it will be just as well that the House
and the hon. gentleman himself should understand, that if
such things were done they were not by any means con-
fined to those against whom the charge is insinuated. In
the case I have mentioned, illegal acts were committed,
without even an attempt at concealment, by the hon.
gentleman's own particular friends and partizans, in the part
of the country which I have the honor to represent.

Mr. COCKBURN. I did not happen to be in Muskoka
during the last election; but it is very true that the return-
ing officer there was the Registrar of the District. I
understand that so many Conservatives were applicants for
the position, that the Government found it difficult to
decide between them, and therefore they made that
gentleman the returning officer. The election was very
close, the majority consisting only of one or two votes. It
was just a question whether certain ballots were good.
or not; and the returning officer, a Liberal, very prop-
erly returned the hon. gentleman who now represents
the constituency, as ho had the majority of votes,
though bis majority was small-only two or three.
Now, with respect to the deputy returning officers there,
I can say nothing ; however, I think that, if
improper votes were cast, the scrutineers of the
hon. member for Muskoka (Mr. O'Brien) were at fault.
They should have challenged these votes; and if these
parties could not show that they were on the voters' lists
and entitled to vote, they should have been sworn. It is
true that there are two classes in the franchise for the
Electoral District of Muskoka, ielating to the unorganized
townships, and the ordinary lists in the former, as in
Algoma, are allowed to vote-householders twenty-one years
of age. I think it is necessary that the question of the
Indian vote ought to be settled, and the Government could

Mr. O'BRIEN.

easily arrange that matter. The Act says, that British
subjects, twenty-one years of age and householders
canvote. There are some Indian families, who, I sup-
pose, are regular British subjects-Indians are gener-
ally looked upon as minors in this country-but it
has so happened that some of them have been allowed
to vote. i do not know that the Indian vote was all
cast on one side. I think that my hon. friend, in 1878,
solicited the Indian vote ; but, in this case, the Liberal can-
didate was popular among the Indian population, and
therefore it may have been divided to a certain extent. I
think that the returning officer, who appointed the deputy
returning officers, performed his duty; and if anything is
wrong, I consider that it is the Election Law and the
regulations relating to the franchise. I only make these
few remarks in justice to the returning and deputy return-
ing officers of that constituency mentioned.

Mr. BLAKE. As the hon. gentleman bas referred to me,
I would remind him of what he perhaps bas forgotten: The
position in which bis case is before the Election Courts.
While he waves the flag here, and asks the House to make an
enquiry into the conduct of the election in bis constituency,
there is a tribunal to which this Court has delegated such
enquiry-in which tribunal, however, the hon. gentleman
does not seem very anxious to bring the case to an issue.

Mr. MACKENZIE. Isuppose that the hon. gentlemen
opposite have no objection to accept the suggestion of the
hon. member for Elgin (Mr. Casey) ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. What is that ?
Mr. MACKENZIE. That the correspondence with

reference to the parties nominated returning officers be sent
down.

Motion agreed to.

THE CHIEF JTSTICESHIP OF QUJEEN'S BENCH,
MANITOBA.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all correspondence
with Mr. J. A. Miller, late Justice of the Court of Queen's
Bonch, Manitoba, prior to his appointment r elating to bis
becoming Chief Justice of that Court, and subsequently to
bis appointment, on the subject of the resignation of bis
office, said: It lias been stated to me uponl authority which
I believe to be accurate, that correspondence took place
with Mr. Justice Miller, which he has communicaied to
many persons, anterior to his appointment, by whieh an
understanding was reached that he should become Chief
Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench as soon as that office
should become vacant, which was expected at that time to
be at an early date. I am sorry if any such arrangement
was made, because it seems to me important, with reference
to all offices, and important most of all with reference to
offices of the character of these jidicial offices, that those
who are entrusted with the very grave responsibility and
power of noninating to those offices should be perfectly
free to nominate those persons who are best fitted
for the positions at the tine when the vacane es
arrive, and that no engagement shoild be inde
in advance as to the promotion of any partiular
individual, upon an indefinite or un certain contingeney, 1
the highest place on the Bench. It bas been siated, ilso,
that Mr. Miller conceived himself aggrieved because Le did
not become Chief Justice, or obtain a bigher salary, and
that a considerable period before the acceptance ol his
resignation he tendered his resignation on the soie ithat
faith had not been kept with him; that he wa- not trented
as he should bave been treated, and that that resignatiCn
remainod in thebandsof theGovernment,or ihe hon. Miitee
of Justice, until the sudden death of the Chief J ustice of the
Province rendered that high office vacant. It is stated
that upon the occurrence of that event the resignation of
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Mr. Miller was attempted to be withdrawn by telegraph;
that although It had not been previously accepted it was
considered that this oecasion should be taken for accepting
it, and that it was accepted at a period which has been
named as the first of January last-to take effect on that
date; that subsequent remonstrances were made by Mr.
Miller that the acceptance of his resignation under these
circumstances-when that long-looked for and much
desired event took place, when the dead man's shoes were
ready-was not fair; that these remonstrances were received
without the· attention to which ho thought they were
entitled, and on the first of January ho ceased to hold
office. It seems to me that if this state of thinga. prevails-
if there were these antecedent negotiations or arrangements
-if there were arrangements in respect of which Mr.
Miller deemed himself to be unfairly treated by the
Administration which appointed him, and if the resignation
sent in on that score some months ago and not accepted,
ony after the event occurred which made it possible to
fulfil the alleged engagement, it would be interesting to see
how these things were brought about, and, therefore, I
move for the correspondence.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It would answer no
good purpose to discuss this question until the papers are
brought down. I will only say that Mr. Miller resigned
bis office, but did not wish to vacate his seat at once, and a
future day was appointed-a day named by himself. At
tho time he expressed his desire to retire, he stated that
he had received an offer of a guaranteed salary much larger
than would be governed by the salary of a Puiené Judge or
that of a Chief Justice. Upon that the resignation was
accepted, and I have no doubt that be ws quite satisfied,
because he has gone into politics since.

Mr. BLAKE. Only so far as to be defeated.
Motion agreed to.

TIMBER LICENSES.

Mr. BLAKE, in the absence of Mr. CAMERON (Huron),
moved for a return showing the total number of timber
licenses applied for and granted or refused up to 1st
February, 1882. 2. The estimated area covered by each
license or applicant. 3. The amouht of prepiumm or bonus
per square mile, and in the aggregate paid ro and received
by the Government on each such license. 4. The name
and residence of each applicant for a license. 5. The date
of such application of such license, and the number of
years each license is granted for. 6. The Crown dues or
stumpage charged (r chargeable on each license. 7. The
kind, quantity and quality of the timber in ech area so
licensed. 8. Copies of all claims made on the Government
for any such area or timber by any persons, and of all
petitions, remonstrances or communications sent or made
to the Government respecting said areas, licenses or
timber, 'and all correspondence had with the Government
respecting such claims, or in any way respecting said
areas, lands, licenses or timber and acgetion of the
Governtment therein.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I took occasion, the
other day, to call the attention of the Rouse to the reckless
mariner in which returns were moved for. When a num-
ber of roturns were moved for by the lion. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) who is not now in bis seat,
I said that ihe responsibility muest be thrown in a great
measure on the mover for returns of this kind. It is
difficult for Minister-s to object to returns of this character,
as it might be said that they were desirous of wit.hholding
information from the IHouse; so, as I remarked before, it
depends very much on the discretion of the hon. members
to move for them whether he will take the res'ponsibility1
of causing the expense to be incurred, which is involved in1

preparing these voluminous returns. In this case I got
the usual memorandum from Mr. Burgess, the Secretary of
my Department, as to this motion, and I shall just read his
words. He.says:

" There is no objectionto furnish the information asked for by Mr.
Cameron, but there is not the slightest probability that it can be
brought down duriug the present Session. It means, in fact, that we
should furnish a greater part of from 1,500 to 2,000 filesinthe timber
branch.I

The expense of this work would be enormous, and, unless the
hon. gentleman has some specific object in incurring it, it
shows a want of regard to economy to move for such exten-
sive retui ns. fowever, as this information may be of im-
portance, if the hon. gentleman takes the responsibility of
moving for it, I shall not take the responsibility of refusing
it•

Mr. BLAKE. Of course, it is very difficult for us, who
do not know the contents of these papers, to judge what is
important and what is not. We have a system which we
believe to be unsuited to the condition of affairs, and to be at
any rate liable to very great abuse in its administration. I
am not now saying that it bas been abused, that is irre-
levant; but, certainly, a system by whieh the timber limite
of the North-West are to a large extent granted under
the discretion of the Government, is, the hon. gentleman
must admit, liable to abuse. The one security the public
have-I am afraiid Dot a very great security-is the full dis-
closure of what goes on,or as much as public records tell them.
We know that the public records do not tell us all that goes on,
do not tell us what we would like to know about these things,
do not tell us what might affect the decision of the .hon.
Miniters on these matters, but they give us some informa-
tion. As to the 1,500 or 2,000 files which the Secretary
says are to be copied, it will be observed that all the first
parts of this motion are for information which seems to be
absolutely necessary, at any rate-for schedules, a list of
names, a list of areas, a list of premiums, &c. There surely
can be no objection to granting that information unless it be
to save the expense of the clerks writing it. What involves
the clerical labor the hon. gentleman speaks of, I suppose
has reference to the latter part of the motion-for corres-
Sondence, &c-and it may be that some arrangement can

e made to mitigate the expense of that demand. But if it
is going to takc more than the whole Session to make the
return, it is quite clear that it will be impossible for any
hon. member to wade through it and ascertain what is in it.
I would, therefore, suggest the adjournment of the debate
until the return of my hou. friend from Huron .(Mr.
Cameron), in whose name I made the motion, and who will
consider, I have no doubt, whether it is possible for him to
reduce the voluminousness of the return. I may add, what
the hon, gentleman bas already been reminded of this Ses-
sion, that returns with reference to colonization companies,
land sales, and other North-West matters, ordered at the
commencement of last Session, have not yet been brought
down. The whole of last Session and the whole of the
recessehas been available for the preparation ofthese returns,
and1 hope the time bas been used, and that we may expect
these papers at a very early period. It is true, some ex-
pense is involved in giving the louse the various kinds of
information asked for, but it involves matters of enormous
magnitude pecuniarily, as well as important questions of
policy.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to
this matter standing over. The hon. gentleman says truly
that tbe policy of iho (overnment. respecting the sale of
lands and the lea ing of timber limits may be subject to
Abuse. It is just because it maiy be liable to abuse, and
because I thiuk no abu. e bas occurred, that I at once
assented to the motion. The hon. gentleman having taken
the responsibility of moving for all these returns, I thonght
it my duty to call the attention of the House to the greut
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expense which their preparation would involve; but, under
the circumstances, I said I would not take the responsibility
of refusing the motion, feeling that the House should be
fully informed with respect to the administration of terri-
torial affairs in the North- West.

Mr. CASEY. , The right hon. gentleman is very strong
on the subject of expense; buL I am sure that the prepar-
ation of the return this resolution ealls for would not incur
any very serious expense. There are a large number of
extra clerks employed during the Session for the very
purpose of preparing these returns, and the bringing of
them down just depends upon how Laid these men are
worked." It would not involue any considerable expense if
the whole return were brought down; but even if it did, it
would be very little compared with the importance of having
the information. The right hon. leader of the Government
says very truly that members are often very inconsiderate
in moving for returns; but members have to work to a
certain extent in the dark. They do not know what infor-
mation is in the Department that they need, nnd they
have not always an opportunity to get that information
unless they have heard of somebody on the other side of the
House. The whole of this trouble arises from the vicious
system of not bringing down these returns as a matter of
course. All such information should be laid before the
Hlouse in the form of an annual report. In regard to ordi-
nary expenditure, in regard to the business of this House and
the different departments, we get returns in careful detail.
We get the details of every messenger's salary and every
small expenditure, but in regard to such transactions as
those which involve much greater interests and larger
sums we get no information unless we move for it, and in
moving for it we are to a great extent in the dark. We
ought to get information in detail with regard to the
management of timber licenses, Ciown Lands and coloniza-
tion companies as well as in regard to trade and navigation.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) moved the adjournment of the
debate.

Motion agreed to.

HUDSON'S BAY.

Mr. DAWSON moved for a return of all information
obtained through reports from officers of the Government,
correspondence with the Imperial authorities, or otherwise,
in reference to the duration of the season of navigation at
ludson's Bay, showing, in so far as has been ascertained,

the dates at which the Straits are sufficiently open to admit
of the passage of steamers or sailing vessels, the soundings,
so far as taken, and the extent to which the Bay freezes
over, whether wholly or only to the distance of a few miles
from the shores; also, of all reports and documents bearing
on the probable resources of Hudson's Bay, showing
approximately the numbers and value of whales, seals,
walrusses and porpoises annually captured in its waters,
whether the rumors as to the abundance of codfish in
various parts of the bay have been authenticated, and what
rivers on its eastern coast are the best adapted for the
industry of salmon fishing; also, of all reports on the
mineral resources of the regions about Hudson's Bay and
the islands therein, showing where coal has been found and
in what sections the ores of iron, copper and lead, as well
as of the preýious metals, are known to occur; also, a map
of Hudson's Bay and Straits with all the latest
surveys set down thereon. Ie said: Though this appears to
be a very formidable motion, calling for so many
thi gs, it will be observed that I cal[ only for information.
I do not attribute much importance to bringing down
lengthy documents and all that sort of thing; but, I think,
a synopsis of the information contained in those documents
would be quite sufficient, and among so many able young1
men as there are in the Department of the Interior, I have

Sir JOMN A, MACDONALD.

no doubt some one could compile all the information required
in a very short time. About four years ago, the Department
issued a very interesting pamphlet on Hudson's Bay, giving
much valuable information. It would be well if some-
thing of the same kind were issued again. A great
deal of interest is now being attached to that inland sea,
from the fact that railways are projected in different parts
to reach it. It would be important to know in what season
vessels can enter the bay and how long the bay itself is
navigable. The information we have goes to show that it
is navigable for a very long period, fully six months at
least, but that the straits are sometimes blocked. It is the
straits that form the difficulty in going into the bay, but
when railways reach the bay this will be done away with.
Supposing that vessels were in the bay with people erigaged
in fishing or other industries, they might remain there to
winter, and in spring the bay would be accessible, and the
whale oil, seal oil, and the different articles of produce of the
bay, could be sent out by rail. Professor Bell, who was
employed by the Government to explore the bay, says:

Il I have a reeord of the principal phenomena of the seasons at Martin
Falls, on the Albany, extending through a period of fifty years. From
it I find that the river is open there on an average for six months of the
year. I have also a record of the date of the opening and closing of
Hayes River at York Factory, extending over more than fifty years,
from which it appears to enjoy an average of fully six months of open
water. The Nelson River is open for a longer periol. I think with
these facts before us we need not despair of successfully navigating
Hudson's Bay as far as the length of the season is concerned."

This is very important information. Further on he says:
"l Both bay and strait are remarkably free from rocks and shoals,

which might interfere with their free navigation. The groups of islands
near the east side of the bay are surrounded by deep water and a wide
channel leads up the centre of James' Bay. Fortunately the main body
of the bay, which is the portion likely to be hereafter frequented by
shipping, is entirely without shoals, reefs or islands. The depth is very
uniform over most of the bay, and nowhere does it present any great
irregularities. It averages about seventy fathoms of water throughout,
deepeninoe to 100 and upwards in approaching the outlet of Hudson's
Strait, while in the strait itself the soundings along the centre vary
from about 150 to upwards of 500 fathoms. The bottom appears te.
consist almost everywhere of boulder clay and mud. Near the shore a
stiff clay affording good holding ground for anchors is almost invariably
met with on both sides."

Prom all this it appears that the navigation oflHudson's Bay
is quite practicable as regards the bay itself, and that it is
open for no lqss than six months in the year. When these
railways are completed the resources of the bay will be avail-
able to this country at large, and it is very important we
should know what those resources are. We know that
sometimes vessels winter there in open water. We know
that whale fisheries are prosecuted there, that the porpoise
fisheries have been worked there for many years by the
Hudson's Bay Company, and that oil is exported in consider-
able quantities. Seals, and in the northern part walrusses,
are very abundant, and the seal oil and skins, and the ivory
of- the walrusses are very important articles of commerce.
It has also been pretty well ascertained that codfish are abun-
dant in Hudson's Bay. Were the railways completed to
the Bay a wide field would be opened to the enterprise
of the people of this Dominion accustomed to fishing,
of wh 'm we have a large population in the eastern part of
Quebec and in the Maritime Provinces. There can be no
doubt now, from the reports of Professor Bell and others,
that codfish abound in Hudson's Bay. Again, salmon are to
be found in all the rivers, except those in the south
of James' Bay, both on the east and west coasts of
Hudson's Bay. At certain seasons of the year with the ex-
ception I have mentioned, the rivers are alive with salmon.
It is said they are as abundant in many rivers as they are
in the rivers of British Columbia. It is easy to understand
what an opening this affords to establish a trade with the
Hudson's Bay, a trade which would come a-ross the land
through Ganada, and give employment to a great many of.
our people. It is not alone in fisheries that the resources of
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the bay are very considerable. I will read a short passage
from the report of Professor Bell in regard to its minerals
-a report taken from a work of his which was published
in England. IHe says :

" Minerals may, however, become in the future- the greatest of the
resources of the Hudseon's Bay. Little direct search has as yet been
made for the valuable minerals of these regions. I have, however, found
a large deposit of rich iron atone on the Mattagami River, inexhausti-
ble supplies of good manganiferous iron are on the Islands near the
east main coast, and promising quantities of galena around Richmond
Gulf, and also near Little Whale River, where a small amount had pre-
viously been known to exist. I have likewise noted traces of gold,
silver, molybdenum and copper. Lignite is met with on the Missinabe,
gypsum on the Moose, and petroleum bearing limestone on the Abittibi
River. Small quantities of anthracite, and varions ornamental stones
and rare minerals, have been met with in the course of my explorations.
Soapstone is abundant not far from Mosquito Bay, on the est side, and
iron pyrites between Churchill and Marble Island, on the west. Good
building stones, clays and limestone exist on both sides of the bay. A
cargo of mica is said to have been taken from Chesterfield Inlet to New
York, and valuable deposits of plumbago are reported to occur on the
north side of ludson'e Strait. Some capitalists have applied to the
Canadian Government for mining rights in the latter region.'

Now, Sir, here is a detail of mineral wealth which offers a
prospect of a vast trade arising with the iHudson's Bay
country in the future. On the banks of the Moose there has
been found lignite coal, and I believe coal of the carboniferous
period exists in the islands toward the north end of
the bay. It is, in fact, said to be found in unlimited
quantities. Again the mica which is referred to here is
said to be the very finest in the world. A specimen of it
was taken to New York where it was cut into sheets as
large as panes of glass, and as transparent. The plumbago,
which is referreci to, also seems to exist in very large
quantities. Now, Sir, when we have a sea like this, with
all these great resources, when we consider that these
resources from all that can be learned, are not very acces-
sible from the ocean, but which will be easy of access
from this country when railroads reach the bay, when we
consider the effect that this will have upon the Dominion
and the vast field for enterprise which it will open up, I
think that something should be dono towards not only
opening up and developing communication with the bay,
but to ascertain definitely what the resources are. We should
have further information on these subjects. I think a
survey might be made at a very small cost. The resources
of the bay are not confined to minerals and the fisheries,
but there are good agricultural lands very near Hudson's
Bay. The southern end of James' Bay is south of the
latitude of London, England. Professor Bell has stated, in
his report, that on the 23rd September, at Moose Factory,
he found the tobacco plant quite green and untouched by
frost. This, is not a climate where nothing can grow; I
believe there is a very good climate about James' Bay, and
on the rivers leading down to it there is a considerable

extent of good land, as well as a great deal of valuable
pine timber. Now, all this pine will become available
sooner or later. I may also say that there are immense
grassy flats on the banks of some of the rivers flowing
into James' Bay. On the Albany River for instance,
there are marshes extending for considerable dis-
tances in which a great amount of hay can be cut. The
Hudson's Bay Company have cut hay in these marshes
for a number of years and has supported large herds of
cattle with it. This feature of the country would evidently
be of great advantage to agriculturists going there ; and
the climate, as I have said, is not. unfavorable to farming
operations. I think, altogether, we should know something
more of this great inland sea, and that we should take
means to have a good survey made of it. Why, Sir, two
hundred years ago nearly as much was known of that sea
as there is now. Both the French and the English sent
their fleets there. The discussions on the boundary question
have brought all that early and very interesting history to
light. It is known that battles were fought there, that

T
large vessels-seventy-four gun frigates, I believe-have
navigated that sea, and it has a history whicb is very inter-
esting to both the French and English population of this
Dominion.

Mr. ROYAL. I rise with much pleasure to second the
motion of the hon. member for Algoma (Mr. Dawson). We
are not only neighbors in this House, but our constituencies
adjoin; in fact, I believe the hon. member should be known
as a member for one of the counties of Manitoba. The needs
of this large district are of the same nature as those of the
Province of Manitoba, and his interesting speech adds
another chapter to the record of the unlimited resources of
Manitoba and the Great North-West Territories. The
importance of this question cannot be over-rated. It has
attracted the attention of this Government for many years.
In 1876, 1 believe, Mr. Selwyn brought the subject under
the notice of mombers of the Dominion Government, and
recommended that a survey be made ol Hudson's Bay as
well as of the straits. In 1878, the hon. leader of the
Government included in his Report of the Department of
the Interior, a report by Dr. Bell on the subject, and it is
within the memory of a considerable number of hon.
membere of this House, that during the debate which took
p lace when the Bill for the construction of the Canadian
PacificfRailway was under discussion, several hon. members
maintained that the opening of communication between
England and the North-West Territory, by Hudson's Bay,
was one of the principal means of preventing a monopoly
by that railway. Later, the hon. member for Algoma again
drew the attention of the House to this important matter.
This question has also awakened interest in England, and,
with the permission 1of the louse, I will read an extract
from an address delivered by Sir J. H. Lefroy, President of
the Geographical Section of the British Association, at the
Swansea meeting in 1880. That gentleman said:

SHfludson's Bay itself cannot fail at no distant day to challenge more
attention. Dr. Bell reports that the land is rising at the rate of five to
ten feet in a century, that is, possibly, an inch a year. Not, however
on this account wili the hydrographer notice it; but because the natural
seaports of that vast interior, now thrown open to settlement,
Keewatin, Manitoba, and other Provinces unborn, must be sought there.
York Factory, which is nearer Liverpool than New York has been
happily called by Professor H. Y. Rnd, the Archangel of the *est. The
mouth of the Churchill, however, although somewhat further north,
offers far superior natural advantages, and may more fitly challenge this
title. It will undoubtedly be the tuture shipping port for the agricultutial
products of the vast North-West Territory, and the route by which
immigrants will enter the country."

It will be useless for me to dwell at length upon the import-
ance of the question. Not only will the North-West Terri-
tories attract the attention of the world by their unlimited
agricultural resources, but at no distant period we may
predict, a new Maritime Province will spring up in our
system of Confederation. The opening up of a route from
the North-West Territories to England vid Hudson's Bay,
will save all the distance between Montreal and Winnipeg,
the distance between New York being, of course, still greater.
This great saving in distance represents an important
economy in time and money, that is to say in freight and
passenger rates ; and if the products of the North-West
Territories could only be shipped to Europe vid Ontario and
Quebec, it is evident the greater portion of them would be
consumed on that long land carriage; but by having this
port on Hudson's Bay, the capability of which is now
demonstrated, we will have a distance of about 1,200 or
1,300 miles as compared with the rate by Montreal,
and about 1,700 as compared with that by New York;
in fact, the farming lands of the North-West will be placed,
so far as a seaport is concerned, in as advantageous a position
as farming lands west of -Toronto occupy at the present
time. In view of the advantages to be derived from the
establishment of that communication, the subject possesses
importance from a national point of view. As regards
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immigration, this route will have the great advantage of
avoiding the long land carriage, and more especially the
transit through the United States. On the success of our
immigration depends the future prosperity of the North-
West. It is well known that emigrants coming from
Europe are, to a certain extent, sifted while passing through
the United States, and it is only those- possessing great
energy and capital who push through the States of the
Union and reach the North-West and settle there. By
having a direct sea communication with England emigrants
would be able to reach our shores without passing
through foreign territory, and being subjected to the
temptations of agents. The people of Manitoba are fully
alive te the importance Of this inatter. This Parliament
has already chartered two railway companies to place the
farming lands of the North-West and Hudson's Bay in
direct communicatior. The chief engineer of one of the
railway companies made a survey last year and reported
that no considerable engineering difiiculties existed in the
way of constructing a line between Winnipeg and any point
in Manitoba and the shores of Hludson's Bay. With the
construction of these railways, with the surveys that the
Doôinion Government are asked to make, with the atten-
tiot which this question is attracting in England, I believe
the day is not far distant when, in speaking of the great
North-West Territory, we will speak not only of its agricul-
tural resources, but also of the unlimited wealth that
abounds in its waters and especially in the inlands seas that
indent its shores; and I believe that, in the completion of the
Pacifia Railway and the establishment of the Hudson's Bay
route, there is a brilliant prospect for the future destinies of
Canada.

Mr. DAWSON. I may mention with respect to the
resourcos of ludson's Bay, that I have a return showing
that the annual value of the catch of the American
whaling fleet in Hudson's Bay, for some years, was as fol-
lows: In 1863, $177,000; in 1864, $427,000; in 1865, $238,000;
and, in 1866, $200,000. Why, Sir, you have in these four
years no less than nearly $1,000,000 as the value of the ex-
ports; and this only relates to a portion of the products of
that region. This shows what we might look for in the
future in the event of improved communication with that
great sea being opened up.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD). I am vcry glad that my
hon. friend has moved in this iatter, and I am sure that the
House has listened with great interest to bis speech on Ihis
subject. It bas not escaped the attention of the Government
that there is, in the future, a great prospect of wealth and
prosperity being created in connection with thefisheries and
minerai resources of Hludson's Bay. I do not know that
there is any precise information to be found in our
Archives as yet in this regard; but any and every infor-i
mation in this relation at the disposal of the Government,
in any of the Departments, will be at the disposai of the
hon. gentleman and of this House. There are three rail-
ways now procuring Acts of incorporation for the purpose«
of connecting older Canada with Hudson's Bay: two te
Hudson's Bay proper, and one from a point on Lake1
Superior to Hludson's Bay. These projects are in e
bande of gentlemen whose names are guarantees of re-1
pectability and wealth, and of enterprise; and the ques-4
tion-and of course the great question of all-at issuei
as to is the navigation of Hudson's Bay and Straits.1
I may say, that, at this moment, there are unofficial1
communications passing between Sir Alexander Galt and1
the Admira'ty, for the purpose of ascertaining whetheri
the Admiralty will be willing to enter into some joint(
arrangement with Canada for, the survey of Hudson's1
Bay and Straits, by putting on this work a vessel fitted out
for navigation in the Aretic seas, and arranged te undergo 1
ail the casualties to whieh arctic voyagers and ships are-

Mr, RontL.

liable ; sending her to cruise about in Hudson's Bay and
straits, and in the waters approaching the straits, for the
purpose of ascertaining beyond doubt the length of time,
during which there is a probability every season of these
straite and ludson's Bay being open to navigation. I think
it is not at all improbable-in fact, I have some reason to
believe that it is probable-that the Admiralty and
ler Majesty Government will be prepared to aid in
accomplishing this object, either by furnishing a
vessel, or by contributing to the expense of such a
survey. I suppose, at all events, that this will be the
case. The information requested will be brought down. I
would, however, ask my hon. friend to be kind enough to
communicate with the Departments, both of Fisheries and
the Interior, in order to point out the exact information
which he would like to get, as he says, truly, it would be
inexpedient to make mere copies of reports, some of which
are important and some unimportant; but information
which would be useful to the House should be extracted from
them. I do not say that there is very much information
on this subject in our possession-obtained since what we had
was laid before the Committee which sat in 1878; but we
bave some fresh information pertinent to this matter, and
this will be furnished.

Motion agreed to.

EXTENSION OF THE WHARF AT ST. JEAN PORT
JOLI.

Mr. CASGRAIN (Translation) moved for copies of all
correspondence relating to the construction of the exten-
sion of the wharf at St. Jean Port Joli, County of L'Islet,
together with offers made for superintending the works; of
appointments, if any; of plans and specifications; of ten-
ders asked for and received, if any; for materials and con-
struction, the whole from the date of the vote to thpt effect
at the last Session of Parliament. He said: iMr. Speaker,
my object in making this motion is to find out the reason
why the Government have not thought proper to spend the
sums voted at last Session for the extension of that wharf.
I say that if the Government have thought fit to discontinue
the works they had commenced, we are entitled to know
the reason. It is very important for the people of the
neighborhood to know why the Gevernment have decided
to give up the works, which the former were prepared to
execute, for the most part, at their own expense. The
present wharf is altogether inadequate to the requirements
of the inhabitants of that place, and I am convinced that if
the hon. the Minister of Public Works (Sir lector Lange-
vin) were to visit the spot, he would easily convince him-
self of the-necessity of the works asked for. Although the
Government have for the last two or three Sessions been
aeked to make those improvements, it was only on the ove
of the last General Elections that the sum of $4,700 was
placed in the Estimates and voted by the louse for those
works. It was but on theo eve of the Elections, also, that
the Government seemed disposed to ask for tenders for the
stone and for the construction of the wharf. A large num-
ber of the inhabitants would then have been happy to supply
the stone required for these works, which they could have
taken off their farms, thereby giving them the opportunity
of helping in the construction of the works and of improv-
ing their property. They have been kept in the hope that
these works would be executed until the eve of the Elec-
tions; but since, nay, even from the day following the
Elections, nothing more has been heard about these work
nor of the timber ,r eartage of the stone required. Ti >
electors wish to know the reason why the Government
have discontinued works so urgently required. I do not
see much difficulty in obtaining the papers asked for, as
they are already before the louse ; but what I des*a above
all is that the Government shall declare why they have noi
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employed the sum voted at last Session for those improve-
ments. It may be impossible to improve that wharf; but
in such a case the electors are interested in knowing why
the Government have not done the work and satisfied the
legitimate expectations of the people of that place.

Motion agreed to.

SUCCESSOR TO HIS EXCELLENCY.

Mr. HESSON, in moving for copies of any correspondence
r hat may have passed between His Excellency and the Home

overnment, in reference to the selection of a successor to
IIis Excellency in the high position of Governor General

h ich he now so worthily fills to the entire satisfaction and
adiiration of the people of Canada, said: It is not my good
fortune to know personally the distinguished statesman who
preceded His Excellency in the office of Governor General-
I refer to Lord Dufferin; but I believe the hon. members of
this louse and the country will join with me in saying that
Lord Lorne bas discharged the high duties which devolved
upon lim, in administrating the affairs of this country, to
the satisfaction and admiration of all Canadians. Parting,
therefore, as we probably soon will be called upon to part
from His Excellency and His Royal Bride the Princess
Louise - whose absence from Canada we so much deplore,
especiallv by reason of the circumstance that that absence
is caus-ed by ill-health -we may be pardoned if we express
some littie anxiety as to who the next Governor General
of Canada will be. lon. gentlemen will have seen
no doubt that a section of the press of Canada has
pointcd to a distinguished gentleman in this House
ai the probable successor to His Excellency. The
ho. gentleman t> whom 1 refer, as no doubt every hon.
m~ber knows, is the right hon. Sir John A. Mac-

uni. But whist it would give much pride and satisfac-
tion to the members of this louse, as well as te the Canadian
people, to know that Her Majesty would again mark with
IIer Royal and distinguished favor this excellent gentleman,
rtil! it is too great a sacrifice for the Conservative party
which he so ably leads-too great a sacrifice for the country
which he has so ably and faithfully served for so long a
period, to part with him from active political life at present.
I hope, therefore, that these rumors are not true; I hope
that there is really no such expcetation, even on the part
of our worthy friends on the other side of the House, who,
I believe, would willingly relegate hini to that or any
other position that would get rid of him as leader of the
great Conservative party. The Conservative party knows
his services too well-they value them too highly-to feel
very much gratified at even so distinguished a mark of
Royal favor as would be conferred upon Canada by elevating
him to such a high position. It is somewhat doubtful, Sir,
whether the newspapers to which I refer-and i refer, of
course, to that portion of the press of Canada which is under
th e control of hon. gentlemen opposite-would be willing to
take back al] they have said in the past of the hon. leader of
the Government, as to his being untrue to the interests of
Ontario, untruô to the interests of Canada, and accept him
as Our future Governor General without making some very
wry faces, if I may be allowed to use the expression. I
think that if they are willing to get rid of that hon. gentle-
man now it would be in the hope that lie would not have a
successor to lead the Conservative party so admirably as the
bon. gentleman has led it. I move for the papers out of no
idle curiosity, because it is a matter of great moment to the
people of Canada to know who will bu their next Governor
Gleneral. I trust ie papers will not be so voluminous as to
entail aniy great expense or delay in preparation, and I trust
they will be laid beforo us at an early day.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is no correspon-
dence at the disposal of the Government on this subject,
which can be brought down. If there be any correspon-
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dence between His Excellency and the Imperial Govern-
ment it will be with him as an Imperial oficer, and with
that correspondence we have no concern and over it we
have no control. I have no doubt that the country and
this Parliament will accept any successor that 11er Majesty
may be graciously pleased to send, when we are unfor-
tunate enough to lose the presence among us of the illus-
trious nobleman who now represents the Queen in Canada.
As to what my hon. friend bas said about myself-well, I
have no aspirations, and even if I had any aspirations, there
is not the most remote chance of their being satisfied or
fulfilled. I am condemned to the grateful and onterous
duty of leading the Conservative party; and, I think, as long
as I am in public life, I shall most likely hold that position,
whether on this side of the House or on the other is as the
people may determine. I think I have pledged myself to
the House to move the readjustment, in 1892, of the con-
stituencies in Ontario, and as my hon. friends opposite
are very anxious always that I shall carry out my
pledges, I shall carry out that pledge; and if 1 bring
down a gerrymandering measure in 1892, of course
that would prevent me being an aspirant for the
position of Governor General of Canada. Speaking
seriously, however, that subject has been discusscd
in the press, and my name has appeared in the newspapers
-I believe, in the first place, instigated by the correspon-
dent of one of the New York papers-and the press of
Canada have taken up the discussion, during the summer
season, when there was little else to discuss. That subjeet
was fully aired before the time of Confederation; and one
of the great advartages we have in Canada, is the advantago
wc get froin the Mother Country, that as the Queenî in
England stands far above party, holds the balance betwevn
parties, and carries out the constitutional principle of
choosing ber advisers fron the peuple thrîough meir
representatives, so we have that saine advantage in Candia
of having a representative of the Sovereig hiere, sianliig
above and aloof from all parties and holding the balance
between thoem. I think it would be the greatest misfortune
-as I expressed iL in 1865, 1866 and 1867-should any
alteration in that system take place. I should look upon it
as proof, and no uncertain proof, that England was not very
anxious to continue the connection between Canada and the
Mother Country were she to give up the selection of the
representative of the Sovereign to corne hore as our
Governor General, who would be quite aloof froni ail
parties and who would belong to neither party. 11 is
in this respect that I think we have a great advantage
over the constitution of the United States. The President
is elected every four years, and ho is the subjeet of some
very energetie writing againsi him during the time he ih a
candidate. When lhe is elected, ho is the head of aà party,
instead of being the head of a nation; and every act of' ls
Government is always liable to censure, and lhe is, as a
matter of course, censured by the Opposition of the day --
by those who have not been successful in carrying their
candidate. I say it would be a very great iisfortune, in
my opinion, should the present system be allcre. I am
glad to believe that there is not the slightest chance of any
such change taking place; I am glad to blicve that
the sense of the importance of the connection between
the Mother Country and the colonies is increasing every
day and every year in Englaud ; and that vith our growing
importance, our growing wealth, our growing piuonIî1 ini
the world as an auxiliary nation, the desire to retai Caanada
as one ofthe brightest jewels in lier Majesty'sCrown, will
go on increasing as it has donc in the last few years. I a
exceedingly obliged to my hon. friend for his kindly rernarks
respecting myself; but, after this explanation, I hope my
hon. friend will withdraw the motion, as there are really no
papers or correspondence on the subject.

Motion withdrawn.
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MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

The following Motions for Returns wet e severally agreed
to:-

Copies of the returns, annual and monthly, made by the
Banque de St. Jean, since 1875, to the Government; also for
copies of the certificates granted by the Treasury Board to
the said Bank on going into operation.-(Mr. Bergeron.)

Return of all claims presented for drawbacks on goods
manufactured for export since March 2nd, 1882, showing
the name of all applicants, their places of business, the
articles on which the drawback was claimed, and the amount
of each claim, distinguishing between the claims which have
been allowed and those which have been disallowed and
those under consideration and not yet decided, and giving the
reason for such disallowance; also, copies of all regulations
made by the Department with reference to such claims,
together with a copy of one allowed claim and the sworn
declaration thereto of each exporter of boilers, machinery,
sewing machines, or other manufactures of iron.-(Mr.
Paterson, Brant.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 5:50 o'clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS,
TruasnAY, 22nd February, 1883.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

REPORTS.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented, pursuant to a Reso-
lution of the House of the 20th February, 1882, a report
giving full information on all subjects affecting the Canadian
Pacific Railway, up to the latest date, and particularly all
details as to:

1. The selection of the route; 2. The progress of the work: 3. The
selection or reservation of land; 4. The payment of money; 5. The
laying out of branches; 6. The progress thereon; 7. The rates of tols
for passengers and freight; 8. The particulars required by the Consoli-
dated Railway Act and amendments thereto, up to the end of the pre-
vious fiscal year; 9. Like particulars up to the latest practicable date
before the presentation of the return; 10. Copies of all Orders in
Council and of ail correspondence between the Government and the
.railway company, or any member or officer of either, relating to the
affaira of the company.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY presented, pursuant to a Reso-
lution of the louse of the 20th February, 1882, a report of
the Canadian Pacifie Railway, in account with the Govern-
ment of Canada, viz.: -Rails Advance Account, Land Grant
Bond Account, Current Account and Subsidy Account; also,
a Memorandum as to substitution of Canadian Pacifie
Railway of Credit Valley Stock for 81,000,000 cash deposit,
and a Schedule of Correspondence as to Canadian Pacifie
Land Grant Bonds.

BRANCH PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY.

Mr. HACKETT enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to build this year the branch railway from
Cape Traverse to the main line of the Prince Edward
Island Railway, for which a sum of money was voted at the
last Session of Parliament?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It is the intention of the
Government to proceed with the work in the spring.

Sir JOHN A. MA030NALD.

FRAUDS IN RELATION TO PUBLIC CONTRACTS.
On the order for the second reading of Bill (No. 5) for

the better prevention of fraud in relation to contracts involv-
ing the expenditure of public moneys (Mr. Casgrain), being
read,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The House is very thin, and
I would ask my hon. friend to allow this Bill to stand over.
We will give him plenty of opportunity to bring it forward.

Mr. CASGRAIN. I shall be very glad to aecommodate
My hon. friend, the more so because on one occasion he did
not accommodate me.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. We will turn over a new
leaf.

Order allowed to stand.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

The following Motion for a Return was agreed to:-
Copies of the judgments in the case of Russell and the

Queen in the Supreme Court of Canada and the Pri-vy
Couneil, and of the judgments in any Provincial Courts of
inferior jurisdiction, or in the Supreme Court of Canada, in
all cases raising the question of the right of a Provincial
Legislature to pass laws affecting, regulating or restraining
the number or character of persons licensed to sell intoxi-
cating liquors, or the times of such sale.-(Mr. Blake.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:45 o'clock p.m.) the flouse
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
FRIDAY, 23rd February, 1883.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PRAYERs.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S MEHO-
RANDUM.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented a merr orandum of the
progress of the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
fio said: I received this after the return which I laid on
the Table of the House yesterday. It contains the report
from the Secretary of the Canadian Pacifie Railway of the
progress of the work, and I would like to have it printed
with the papers laid on the Table yesterday. My attention
has been called to the terms of the Resolution, and on
Monday I expect to lay on the Table of the House a report
containing full- information on the subject.

Mr. BLAKE. I purposed calling attention to some of
the facts in the existing returns, as far as they went, that
any deficiencies not contemplated might be guarded against
in the complete report.

REPORT.

Annual Report of the Department of Marine and Fisheries,
being for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1882.-(Mr.
McLelan.)

PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. BEATY moved that the time for presenting petitions
for Private Bills be extended to Monday the 12th day of


