- ‘l,ml'l'}

(Confidential.)

WHEREAS the Provinces of CANADA, Nova
Scorra, and New Brouxswick have expressed
their desire to form a Federal Union under the
British Crown, for the purposes of Government
and Legistation, based upon. the principles of the
Pritish Constitution.

Be 1t THEREFORE ENACTED BY THE QueEN's
swost Exceruest Masesty, by and with the
advice and conscnt of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons in this present Parlia-
ment assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows :—

1.—This Act may be cited as “The British
North American Act, 1867."

4 .—1t shall be lawful for the Queen, with the
advice of her Privy Council, to declare by proela-
mation that the said Provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick upon, from, and after
a certain day in such proclamation to be ap-
]luintml, which day shall be within
calendar months next after the passing of this
Act, shall form and be one united dominion,
under the name of the Kingdom of Canada, and
{heneeforth the said Provinces shall constitute
and be one kingdom under the name aforesaid,
upon, from, and after the day so appointed as
aforesnid,

5,—From and after the Union, the Provinees
of Upper Canada and Lower Canada shall be
severed, and each Province shall be hounded as
as they were hounded hefore.

6.—From and after the saiskUnion, Upper
Canada shall be named and known as the Province
of Ontario, and Lower Canada shall be named
and koown as the Province of Quebee.
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7.—=The Executive Government and authority
is and shall be vested in Her Majesty the Queen.

8,—The Queen has and shall have the Com-
mand-in-Chief of the Land and Naval Militia,
and of all Naval and Military Forees whatsoever

Tue LeastaTive POWER.

9, —From and after the Union, there shall be,
within the Kingdom of Canady, one General Par-
lisment, which shall be composed of the Queen,
an Upper Chamber to be be called the Senate, and
a House of Commons.

SENATE.

10.—For the purpose of forming the Senate,
the Kingdom of Canada shall be considered a8
consisting of three Divisions—
(1.) Ontario.
(2.) Quebec.

(3.) The Maritime Provinces of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick ;

And each Division shall have an equal represcn-
tation in the Senate.

11,—Ontario shall be represented in the
Henate by twenty-four Members, Quebee by
twenty-four Members, and the Maritime Pro-
vinces by twenty-four Members, of which Nova
Scotia shall have twelve Mombers, and New
Branswick twelve Members.

QUALIFICATION Folt SENATE.

12.—The Benators shall each be of the full
age of thirty years, shall each be a natural born
subject of the Queen, or her subject naturalised
by Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, or by an Act of any
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or cither or one of the Legislatures of the Pro-
vinces of Canada, Upper Canada, Lower Canada,
Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick, or by an Act of
the Parliament of Canada hereby created, and
<hall each be legally or equitably seised or entitled
as of freehold for his own use and benefit of
lands or tenements held in free and common
socage, Of seised and pmu-ssad for his own use
and benefit of lands or tenements held in fief,
francallen or rolure, in the Province for which he
shall be nppoinmd, of the value of four thousand
dollars over and abuve all debts, charges, dues,
and incumbrances thereon, and shall each be and
continue to be worth the sum last aforesaid over
and above his debts and linbilities ; and shall each
also possess & continuous residence in the Pro-
vince for which he is appointed, except during
the time that he shall hold an office under
the Government, the duties of which will require
his continuous attendance at the seat of Govern-
ment of Canada.

13.—In the case of Quebec, each of the
twenty-four Senators representing such Provinee
shall be appointed to represent one of the twenty-
four Electoral Divisions mentioned in Schedule A
of Chapter Tirst of the Consolidated Statutes of
Canada, and such Senator ghall reside or possess
his qualification in the Division he is appointed
to represont.

14.—If any Money Bill passed by the House
of Commons is rejected by the Senate for any one
Session, or if any other Bill passed by the House
of Commons is rejected by the Senate on three
consecutive occasions, and if in such case or cuses
the Governor shall aseertain that such Bill or Bills
has or have been carried by the majority of voices
from two out of the three Provinees, then and in
such case it shall be lawful for er Mujesty to
create additional Members of the Senate, preserv-
ing the rule of equality between the three seetions
of Upper Canada, Lower Canadn, and the Mara-
ime Provinces.
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15.—In eass of such inercase beyond the

Srorie P _)?mximl_hunﬂwr of seventy-two on such vote, no
additions shall be made until each seetion shall be

represented by twenty-four Members and no

more,

16, —Whenever after the fiest appointment n
racaney in the Senate shall take place, idesliall J
b lawful for the-tbamem=by au insteument undos,
4Ug sign uanual io authasiza the Governor-
Gieneral, in the Queen’s name, IJ.\ an instrument
under the Great 8eal of Canada, to sommon to
the said Senate a person duly qualified according
to the provisions of this Act to fill such vacaney.

17.—Every Scnator shall hold his seat in the
Senate for the term of his life, subject to the
provisions of this Act.

18.—1f any Senator shull, for two successive
Scssions of Parliament, fail to give his attendance
in the Senate, or if he shall take any oath or
make any declaration or acknowledgment of
allegiance, obedienee, or otherwise, to any foreign
P'rince or Power, or shall do, coneur in, or adopt
any act whereby he may become a subject or a
citizen of any foreign state or power, or wherchy
he may become entitled to the rights, privileges,
or immunities of a subject or citizen of any
foreign State or Power, or shall cease to have
any of the qualifieations required hy this Act, or
shall become bankrupt or take the benefit of any
Act relating to insolvent debtors, or become a
defanlter, or be attainted of treason, or be emn-
victed of felony or of any infamous crime, his
seat in the Senate shall thereby beeome vacant.

19,—Every Senator shall, before taking his
sent, take the oath or make a declaration in Sche-
dule A mentioned.

20.—Any Member of the Logislative Councils
of Canada, Nova Scotin, or New Brunswick who
may accept the office of Senator, shall, by his
acceptance, be held to have vacated bis seat in
the Loegislative Councils of his Provinees.
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21.—Any Senator may, by writing under his
hand, addressed to the Governor-General, resign
his seat in the Senate, and thereupon such seat
shall become vacant.

292.—1If any question respecting a vacancy in
the Senate shall arise, the same shall be heard
and determined by the Senate.

23.—The Governor-General shall have power,
by an instrument under the Great Seal of the
Kingdom, to appoint one Member of the Senate
to be Speaker thereof, and to remove him and
appoint another in his stead.

24 —Subject to alteration by the Parlinment
of Canada, the presence of at least fifteen Mem-
bers of the Senate, inclnding the Speaker, shall
be necessary to constitute a Meeting for the
exercise of its powers.

26, —The Speaker shall vote as other Mem-
bers, and in case of a tie, posumilur pro neganle.
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