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these sources we have the assurance that the
necessary facilities will be provided for training
as long as they are required for those who are
making reasonable progress. There is no
change whatsoever in the policy; those who
within six months have shown marked promise
will be encouraged to take their examinations,
for the reason that the universities have
changed their policy in reference to having a
special session to which the veterans have
been invited early in the year, because if they
missed the present October term they might
have to wait for several months, which is not
so good for their education, before again
having an opportunity to enter university.
In regard to facilities, in regard to encourage-
ment, in regard to providing every amenity
for the continuation of their studies, there is
no change whatsoever in policy; and we have
the splendid cooperation of the Department
of Labour and, as I said, of the department
of education of the province of Ontario.

NEWFOUNDLAND
INQUIRY AS TO DEVELOPMENT OF CLOSER

RELATIONSIIPS WITH CANADA

On the orders of the day:
Mr. GORDON GRAYDON (Peel): May I

ask the Secretary of State for External Affairs
if there have been any developments in the
field of closer relationships between Canada
and Newfoundland since the parliament of
Canada last met?

Right Hon. L. S. ST. LAURENT (Secretary
of State for External Affairs): Mr. Speaker,
the question is in very general terms: have
there been any developments in that field? I
may say that shortly after the house rose in
August the Newfoundland national convention
met in St. John's. Members of this bouse I
am sure have followed with interest the reports
of the deliberations of that convention which
have appeared in the press. So far the sessions
of the convention seem to have been chiefly
devoted to an examination of the financial and
economie position of Newfoundland. There
has been some discussion also of alternative
forms of government, and a debate has indi-
cated interest on the part of some members in
investigating the possibilities of confederation
with Canada. However, we have received no
communication in this connection from the
Newfoundland authorities; and of course it is
a matter for the Newfoundland national con-
vention and the appropriate authorities in
Newfoundland to decide whether an approach
will be made to Canada regarding possible
confederation.

[Mr. Mackenzie.]

ESQUIMALT DOCKYARD
sECURITY GUARDS-CORPS OF COMMISSIONAIRES

On the orders of the day:
Mr. G. R. PEARKES (Nanaimo): I should

like to ask the Minister of National Defence
whether the security guards at His Majesty's
dockyard at Esquimalt are now required to
join the corps of commissionaires. If so. will
they receive the same relative pay as
previously?

Hon. BROOKE CLAXTON (Minister of
N'ational Defence): There has been some dis-
cussion with the local corps of commissionaires
with regard to the possible transfer of veterans
and the administration of civilian security
guards to the corps, but the matter is still
receiving consideration. Rates of pay of
course would receive the most serious considera-
tion in the event of 'any transfer.

FOOD AND FUEL
INTERRUPTION OF DISTRIBUTION BY WEATHER

CONDITIONS IN THE WEST

On the orders of the day:
Mr. E. B. McKAY (Weyburn): I should

like to direct a question to the Minister of
Transport, a copy of which bas been forwarded
to him. Will the minister indicate what is
being done by his department to relieve the
crisis involving the lives of people. now
existing in many parts of Saskatchewan due
to the recurrence of blizzards and low tem-
peratures, which have stopped the normal flow
of foodstuffs and fuel supplies to many prairie
areas?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The bon. member
knows very well that on the orders of the
day questions should' be brief and to the
point.

Mr. McKAY: It is brief. Here is the
question. Will the minister state what special
steps have been taken to provide extra rail-
way snow removal, power and other equipment
to ensure the movement of these supplies to
the areas most seriously affected.

Hon. LIONEL CHEVRIER (Minister of
Transport): The bon. gentleman did send me
notice of the question, and I thank him for
doing so. I should tell him immediately,
however, that in reference to the weather and
blizzards the Department of Transport bas no
power and no jurisdiction over an act of God.
However, I did communicate with the officials
of the Canadian National Railways--I was
unable to contact those of the C.P.R.-and
found out from them that in the area sur-
rounding Moose Jaw, Regina and Gravelbourg


