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APPENDIX D.

THE FOLLOWING DECLARATION WAS ADOPTED ON THE 31ST JULY ,

AND PUBLISHED IN THE “ CONSTITUTION " AUGUST 2, 1837.

The Declaration of the Reformers of the City of Toronto to their

Fellow Reformers in Upper Canada .

The time has arrived, after nearly half a century's forbear

ance under increasing and aggravated misrule, when the duty we

owe our country and posterity requires from us the assertion of

our rights and the redress of our wrongs.

Government is founded on the authority, and is instituted for

the benefit, of a people ; when, therefore, any Government long

and systematically ceases to answer the great ends of its founda

tion, the people have a natural right given them by their Creator

to seek after and establish such institutions as will yield the

greatest quantity of happiness to the greatest number.

Our forbearance heretofore has only been rewarded with an

aggravation of our grievances ; and our past inattention to our

rights has been ungenerously and unjustly urged as evidence of

the surrender of them. We have now to choose on the one hand

between submission to the same blighting policy as has desolated

Ireland, and, on the other hand, the patriotic achievement of

cheap, honest, and responsible government.

The right was conceded to the present United States, at the

close of a successful revolution, to form a constitution for them

selves ; and the loyalists with their descendants and others, now

peopling this portion of America, are entitled to the same liberty

without the shedding of blood — more they do not ask ; less they

ought not to have. But, while the revolution of the former has

been rewarded with a consecutive prosperity unexampled in the

history of the world, the loyal valor of the latter alone remains

amidst the blight of misgovernment to tell them what they might

have been as the not less valiant sons of American independence.

Sir Francis Head has too truly portrayed our country “ as stand

ing in the flourishing continent of North America like a girdled
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tree with its drooping branches.” But the laws of nature do not,

and those of men ought not, longer to doom this remnant of the

new world to exhibit this invidious and humiliating comparison.

The affairs of this country have been ever against the spirit of

the Constitutional Act, subjected in the most injurious manner to

the interferences and interdictions of a succession of Colonial

Ministers in England who have never visited the country, and

can never possibly become acquainted with the state of parties,

or the conduct of public functionaries, except through official

channels in the Province, which are illy calculated to convey the

information nécessary to disclose official delinquencies and correct

public abuses. A painful experience has proved how impracti

cable it is for such a succession of strangers beneficially to direct

and control the affairs of the people four thousand miles off ; and

being an impracticable system , felt to be intolerable by those for

whose good it was professedly intended, it ought to be abolished,

and the domestic institutions of the Province so improved and

administered by the local authorities as to render the people

happy and contented . This system of baneful domination has

been uniformly furthered by a Lieutenant Governor sent amongst

us as an uninformed, unsympathising stranger, who, like Sir

Francis, has not a single feeling in common with the people,

and whose hopes and responsibilities begin and end in Downing

Street. And this baneful domination is further cherished by a

Legislative Council not elected and therefore responsible to peo

ple for whom they legislate, but appointed by the ever changing

Colonial Minister for life, from pensioners on the bounty of the

Crown, official dependents and needy expectants.

Under this mockery of human government we have been in

sulted, injured, and reduced to the brink of ruin. The due in

fluence and purity of all our institutions have been utterly destroyed.

Our Governors are mere instruments for effecting domination from

Downing Street ; Legislative Councillors have been intimidated

into executive compliance, as in the case of the late Chief Justice

Powell, Mr. Baby, and others ; the Executive Council has been
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stript of every shadow of responsibility, and of every shade of

duty ; the freedom and purity of elections have lately received ,

under Sir Francis Head, a final and irretrievable blow ; our re

venue has been and still is decreasing to such an extent as to render

heavy additional taxation indispensable for the payment of the

interest of our public debt, incurred by a system of improvident

and profligate expenditure ; our public lands, although a chief

source of wealth to a new country, have been sold at a low valua

tion to speculating companies in London, and resold to the set

tlers at very advanced rates, the excess being remitted to Eng

land to the serious impoverishment of the country ; the ministers

of religion have been corrupted by the prostitution of the casual

and territorial revenue to salary and influence them ; our Clergy

Reserves, instead of being devoted to the purpose of general edu

cation, though so much needed and loudly demanded, have been

in part sold to the amount of upwards of 300,000 dollars, paid

into the military chest and sent to England ; numerous rectories

have been established, against the almost unanimous wishes of

the people, with certain exclusive, ecclesiastical, and spiritual

rights and privileges, according to the Established Church of

England, to the destruction of equal religious rights ; public

salaries, pensions, and sinecures, have been augmented in num

ber and amount, notwithstanding the impoverishment of our

revenue and country ; and this parliament have, under the name

of arrearages, paid the retrenchments made in past years by

Reform parliaments ; our Judges have, in spite of our condition,

been doubled, and wholly selected from the most violent political

partisans against our equal civil and religious liberties, and a

Court of Chancery suddenly adopted by a subservient parliament,

against the long cherished expectations of the people against it,

and its operation fearfully extended into the past so as to jeop

ardize every title and transaction from the beginning of the

Province to the present time. A law has been passedenabling

Magistrates, appointed during pleasure, at the representation

of a Grand Jury selected by a Sheriff holding office during plea
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sure, to tax the people at pleasure, without their previous know

ledge or consent, upon all their rateable property to build and

support work -houses for the refuge of the paupers invited by

Sir Francis from the parishes in Great Britain ; thus unjustly

and wickedly laying the foundation of a system which must re

sult in taxation, pestilence, and famine. Public loans have been

authorized by improvident legislation to nearly eight millions of

dollars, the surest way to make the people both poor and de

pendent ; the parliament, subservient to Sir Francis Head's

blighting administration, have by an unconstitutional act sanc

tioned by him, prolonged their duration after the demise of the

Crown, thereby evading their present responsibility to the people,

depriving them of the exercise of their elective franchise on the

present occasion, and extending the period of their unjust, un

constitutional, and ruinous legislation with Sir Francis Head ;

our best and most worthy citizens have been dismissed from the

bench of justice, from the militia , and other stations of honor

and usefulness, for exercising their rights as freemen in attending

public meetings for the regeneration of our condition , as in

stanced in the case of Dr. Baldwin, Messrs. Scatchard, Johnson,

Small, Ridout, and others ; those of our fellow subjects who go

to England to represent our deplorable condition are denied a

hearing, by a partial, unjust, and oppressive government, while

the authors and promoters of our wrongs are cordially and gra

ciously received, and enlisted in the cause of our further wrongs

and misgovernment ; our public revenues are plundered and mis

applied without redress, and unavailable securities make up the

late defalcation of Mr. P. Robinson, the Commissioner of Public

Lands, to the amount of 80,000 dollars. Interdicts are continu

ally sent by the Colonial Minister to the Governor, and by the

Governor to the Provincial Parliament, to restrain and render

futile their legislation , which ought to be free and unshackled ;

these instructions, if favorable to the views and policy of the

enemies of our country, are rigidly observed ; if favorable to

public liberty, they are, as in the case of Earl Ripon's despatch,
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utterly contemned, even to the passing of the ever to be re

membered and detestable Everlasting Salary Bill ; Lord Glenelg

has sanctioned, in the King's name, all the violations of truth

and of the constitution by Sir Francis Head, and both thanked

and titled him for conduct, which, under any civilized govern

ment, would be the ground of impeachment.

The British Government, by themselves and through the Le

gislative Council of their appointment, have refused their assent

to laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public good ,

among which we may enumerate the Intestate Estate equal dis

tribution bill ; the bill to sell the Clergy Reserves for educational

purposes ; the bill to remove the corrupt influence of the Execu

tive in the choosing of juries , and to secure a fair and free trial

by jury ; the several bills to encourage emigration from foreign

parts ; the bills to secure the independence of the Assembly ; the

bill to amend the law of libel ; the bills to appoint commissioners

to meet others appointed by Lower Canada, to treat on matters

of trade and other matters of deep interest ; the bills to extend

the blessings of education to the humbler classes in every town

ship, and to appropriate annually a sum of money for that pur

pose ; the bill to dispose of the school lands in aid of education ;

several bills for the improvement of the highways ; the bill to se

cure independence to voters by establishing the vote by ballot ;

the bill for the better regulation of the elections of members

of the Assembly, and to provide that they be held at places

convenient for the people ; the bills for the relief of Quakers,

Mennonists, and Tunkers ; the bill to amend the present obnox

ious courts of requests laws, by allowing the people to choose the

commissioners, and to have a trial by jury if desired ; with other

bills to improve the administration of justice and diminish unne

cessary costs ; the bills to amend the charter of King's College

University so as to remove its partial and arbitrary system of

government and education ; and the bill to allow free competition

in banking.

The King of England has forbidden his governors to pass laws
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of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their

operation till his assent should be obtained ; and when so sus

pended , he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has in

terfered with the freedom of elections, and appointed elections to

be held at places dangerous, inconvenient, and unsafe for the

people to assemble at, for the purpose of fatiguing them into his

measures, through the agency of pretended representatives ; and

has, through his Legislative Council, prevented provision from be

ing made for quiet and peaceable elections, as in the case of the

late returns at Beverley.

He has dissolved the late House of Assembly for opposing

with manly firmness Sir Francis Head's invasion of the right of

the people to a wholesome control over the revenue, and for in

sisting that the persons conducting the government should be re

sponsible for their official conduct to the country through its re

presentatives.

He has endeavored to prevent the peopling of this Province

and its advancement in wealth ; for that purpose obstructing the

laws for the naturalization of foreigners, refusing to pass others

to encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions

of new appropriations of the public lands, large tracts of which

he has bestowed upon unworthy persons his favorites, while desery

ing settlers from Germany and other countries have been used cruelly.

He has rendered the administration of justice liable to suspi

cion and distrust, by obstructing laws for establishing a fair trial

by jury, by refusing to exclude the chief criminal Judge from in

terfering in political business, and by selecting as the judiciary,

violent and notorious partisans of his arbitrary power.

He has sent a standing army into the sister Province to coerce

them to his unlawful and unconstitutional measures, in open vio

lation of their rights and liberties, and has received with marks

of high approbation military officers who interfered with the citi

zens of Montreal, in the midst of an election of their represen

tatives, and brought the troops to coerce them , who shot several

persons dead wantonly in the public streets .

Considering the great number of lucrative appointments held
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by strangers to the country, whose chief merit appears to be their

subservience to any and every administration, we may say with

our brother colonists of old— “ He has sent hither swarms of

new officers to harass our people and eat out their substance."

The English Parliament have interfered with our internal af

fairs and regulations, by the passage of grievous and tyrannical

enactments, for taxing us heavily without our consent, for pro

hibiting us to purchase many articles of the first importance at

the cheapest European or American markets, and compelling us

to buy such goods and merchandise at an exorbitant price in mar

kets of which England has a monopoly.

They have passed resolutions for our coercion, of a character

80 cruel and arbitrary, that Lord Chancellor Brougham has re

corded on the journals of the House of Peers, that “they set all

considerations of sound policy, of generosity, and of justice, at

defiance,” are wholly subversive of “ the fundamental principle

of the British constitution, that no part of the taxes levied on

the people shall be applied to any purpose whatever, without the

consent of the representatives in Parliament,” and that the Ca

nadian “ precedent of 1837 will ever after be cited in the support

of such oppressive proceedings, as often as the Commons of any

colony may withhold supplies, how justifiable soever their refusal

may be ;" and (adds his lordship) “ those proceedings, so closely

resembling the fatal measures that severed the United States

from Great Britain, have their origin in principles, and derive

their support from reasonings, which form a prodigious contrast

to the whole grounds, and the only defence, of the policy during

latter years, and so justly and so wisely sanctioned by the Im

perial Parliament, in administering the affairs of the mother

country. Nor is it easy to imagine that the inhabitants of either

the American or the European branches of the empire should

contemplate so strange a contrast, without drawing inferences

therefrom discreditable to the character of the Legislature, and

injurious to the future safety of the state, when they mark with

what different measures we mete to six hundred thousand in

habitants of a remote province, unrepresented in Parliament, and
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to six millions of our fellow citizens nearer home, and making

themselves heard by their representatives. The reflection will

assuredly arise in Canada, and may possibly find its way into

Ireland, that the sacred rules of justice , the most worthy feelings

of national generosity, and the soundest principles of enlightened

policy, may be appealed to in vain, if the demands of the suitor

be not also supported by personal interests, and party views, and

political fears, among those whose aid he seeks ; while all men

perceiving that many persons have found themselves at liberty

to hold a course towards an important but remote province, which

their constituents never would suffer to be pursued towards the

most inconsiderable burgh of the United Kingdom, an impression

will inevitably be propagated most dangerous to the maintenance

of colonial dominion, that the people can never safely intrust the

powers of government to any supreme authority not residing

among themselves.”

In every stage of these proceedings we have petitioned for re

dress in the most humble terms ; our repeated petitions have been

answered only by repeated injuries.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren.

We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their Le

gislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We

have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and

settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and

magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our com

mon kindred to disavow these usurpations which would inevitably

interrupt our connection and correspondence. They too have

been deaf to the voice of justice and consanguinity.

We, therefore, the Reformers of the City of Toronto, sympa

pathizing with our fellow citizens here and throughout the North

American Colonies, who desire to obtain cheap, honest, and re

sponsible government, the want of which has been the source of

all their past grievances, as its continuance would lead them to

their utter ruin and desolation, are of opinion, 1. That the warm

est thanks and admiration are due from the Reformers of Upper

Canada to the Honorable Louis Joseph Papineau, Esq ., Speaker
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of the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, and his compatriots

in and out of the Legislature, for their past uniform , manly, and

noble independence, in favor of civil and religious liberty ; and

for their present devoted, honorable, and patriotic opposition to

the attempt of the British Government to violate their constitu

tion without their consent, subvert the powers and privileges of

their local parliament, and overawe them by coercive measures

into a disgraceful abandonment of their just and reasonable wishes.

2. And that the Reformers of Upper Canada are called upon

by every tie of feeling, interest, and duty, to make common

cause with their fellow citizens of Lower Canada, whose success

ful coercion would doubtless be in time visited upon us, and the

redress of whose grievances would be the best guarantee for the

redress of our own.

To render this co -operation the more effectual, we earnestly

recommend to our fellow citizens that they exert themselves to

organize political associations ; that public meetings be held

throughout the Province ; and that a convention of delegates be

elected, and assembled at Toronto , to take into consideration the

political condition of Upper Canada, with authority to its mem

bers to appoint commissioners tomeet others to be named on be

half of Lower Canada and any of the other colonies, armed with

suitable powers as a Congress, to seek an effectual remedy for the

grievances of the colonists .

T. D. MORRISON, Chairman of Com . John Elliot, Secretary.

David Gibson .

John Mackintosh .

Wm . J. O'Grady.

E. B. Gilbert.

John Montgomery.

John Edward Tims.

James H. Price .

John Doel.

M. Reynolds.

COMMITTEE.

Edward Wright.

Robert McKay.

Thomas Elliott.

James Armstrong.

James Hunter.

John Armstrong.

William Ketchum,

Wm. L. Mackenzie.



APPENDIX. 343

f

Dr. Morrison addressed the meeting at great length , and was

enthusiastically cheered. He then moved, seconded by Mr. E.

B. Gilbert, that the report of the special committee, just read as

above, be adopted as the sense of this meeting, and that the de

claration of the Reformers of this city be countersigned by the

Secretary on behalf of this meeting. Which was agreed to by

acclamation .

Edward Wright, Esq., seconded by Mr. James Armstrong,

moves that it be

Resolved, That, reposing the greatest confidence in our fellow

citizens, John Rolph, M. P. P. , Marshal S. Bidwell, T. D. Mor

rison, M. P. P. , James Lesslie, James H. Price, John Edward

Tims, and Robert McKay, Esquires, we do hereby nominate and

appoint them members of the Provincial Convention for the City

of Toronto.—Carried unanimously and by acclamation.

Moved by John Edward Tims, Esq. , seconded by Mr. Robert

McKay,,

Resolved, That the members of the Committee who have re

ported the draft of a declaration of the Reformers of Toronto ,

be a permanent Committee of Vigilance, for this city and liber

ties, and to carry into immediate and practical effect the resolu

tions of this meeting for the effectual organization of the Re

formers of Upper Canada — that Mr. John Elliot be requested to

continue to officiate as the Secretary in ordinary — that W. L. Mac

kenzie, Esq ., be invited to perform the important duties of Agent

and Corresponding Secretary — and that when this meeting adjourns

it stand adjourned to the call of the said committee through its

chairman . - Carried unanimously.

Mr. John Doel, seconded by Mr. M. Reynolds, moves that it be

Resolved , That we will, in the pursuit of the objects of this

meeting, as far as possible, rigidly abstain, so long as our duty to

our country requires it, from the consumption of articles coming

from beyond sea, or paying duties, in order that no revenues

raised from the people shall be made instrumental in the continu

ance of their bad government, which will assuredly be perpetu
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ated as long as our folly supplies the means. - Carried — ten to

one.

Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr. James Hunter, moves - Re

solved, That the right of obtaining articles of luxury, or neces

sity, in the cheapest market, is inherent in the people, who only

consent to the imposition of duties for the creation of revenues

with the express understanding that the revenues so raised from

them shall be devoted to the necessary expenses of government,

and apportioned by the people's representatives ; and therefore

when the contract is broken by an Executive or any foreign au

thority, the people are released from their engagement, and are

no longer under any moral obligation to contribute to, or aid in

the collection of, such revenues. Mr. M. briefly addressed the

meeting in favor of the resolution, which was put and carried

without opposition.

(Signed ) John MACKINTOSH, Chairman .

John ELLIOT, Secretary.

After which, D. Gibson, Esq. , M. P. P. , took the chair, the

meeting returned thanks to its officers, for their services, and ad

journed to the call of the Chairman of the Committee of Vigi

lance .

APPENDIX E.

The following draft of Constitution was prepared by Mr. Mac

kenzie, to be submitted to the proposed convention for adoption,

after a Provisional Government should have been established in

Upper Canada. It was actually published by Mr. Mackenzie in

The Constitution, on the 15th of November, 1837, a few days

before the 7th of December was fixed upon for a descent upon

Toronto. When he left Toronto for the country, thirteen days

before the intended outbreak, he took a small press and a printer

with him , for the purpose of striking off copies of this document.


