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THIS VIEW

OF THE

POLITICAL SITUATION

OF THE

PROV
INGVINCE OF UPPER CANADA

IS MOST HUMBLY AND RESPECTFULLY
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OF

THE UNITED KINGDOM

OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND ,
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MOST DUTIFUL AND FAITHFUL SUBJECT;

AND BY,

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN ,

YOUR MOST OBEDIENT

AND VERY HUMBLE SERVANT,

John Mills Jackson.





PREFACE .

As
every Author who attempts the redress of

public grievances, or the reform of abuses

which exist in any part of the empire, must

subject himself to the animadversion , misrepre

sentation , and resentment, not only of those

persons who are locally interested , but also of

such as are connected with and benefited by

their continuation , and even of those who are

friends to the individuals, and accessary to

their promotion, I deem it indispensably neces

sary to state the motives which have given rise

to this publication,
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Having, by right of inheritance, a claim

to a large and very valuable tract of land in

the province of Quebec, I was induced to visit

Lower Canada, forthepurpose of investigating

my title ; and being desirous to view the im

mense lakes and falls in Upper Canada, where

I had purchased some lands previous to my

leaving England, I extended my travels to

that country , with which I was so much

pleased that Iresolved to settle on one of my

estates, and expended a considerable sum on its

improvement ; but considering neither my

person or property secure, under the system

pursued there, I have been obliged to relinquish

the hope of its enjoyment.

Having minutely investigated the capa

bility of that immense, valuable, and remote

colony, -- the infinite benefit she could render

by supplying Great Britain with every article

of which we are deprioed by our hostilities teith

the Northern Powers of Europe, and from the
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American embargo ,-seeingour hecessitiesfor

naval stores increase , and our resources for

süpply diminish, knowing the burthen the

colony entails, and the neglect of every thing

which might lessen expence, secure her condi

nection ,andincrease her value to Great Britain ,

and although I believe the Noble Lord at the

kead of the colonial department has every good

disposition to direct what is just and beneficial,

yet' as I had learnt that ' gredt misrepresen .

tations hadbeen made to his Lordship from the

Province, and finding that he had not time to

Trear the true situation of the colony privately

discussed , I thought it sny duty publicly to

distlose its real state, test disease should in

crease beyond remedy,the province be rapidly

severent from the mother country, and the

ii

Secretary himself criminated in her loss.

S. Itseis well knoron that abuses exist in many

of our' transmarinepossessions, which require

redress, from Canada, the extreme of the
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roestern, to Port Jackson , the estremity of the

eastern hemisphere ; and I sincerely hope that

this attempt to depict the true situation of one

colony may ,induce many independent gentle

men who have resided in others to contribute

the result of their investigation , by which

means a great body of impartial evidence on

the state of every colony might be collected for

Parliament, so that in this time of trial,

difficulty, and danger, every wound may
be

healed, every defect removed , every

mented, and every resource consolidated , by

which means the machinations of the destruc

tive tyrant may be frustrated, and his am

bition humbled . Great Britain alone has im

peded his career ! Great Britain alone has

paralized his arm, while grasping at universal

dominion ! To maintain this elevated station ,

to continue the protectors of the liberty yet in

eristence, amidst the wreck of fortunes and

the crush of kingdoms, let us be united , hand

and heart, from the most distant point to the

aid aug .
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centre , with afirm determination to stand or

fall together. But such a desirable union can

only be obtained by quickly conciliating, dif

fusing religious instruction , and dispensing

throughout every part of His Majesty's do

minions, in the most pure and perfectform ,

our inestimable laws and unrivalled consti

tution ; for thus we shall give to our subjects,

even in the most distant regions, more happi

ness and wealth , freedom and protection, than

any other nation can bestow ; and so harma

nized, cemented, and blest, we may defy the

united efforts of all the powers of the earth

to subjugate or subdue us : therefore, without

any one object but the public good, an ardent

desire to assist a meritorious people, and faith

fully to discharge my duty to my country,

have I undertaken this statement.
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AFTER our unfortunate contest with the

American States, the British Government

was desirous to provide a situation for those

inhabitants of America who had adhered to

the British interest, and for such soldiers as

were disbanded at the cessation of hostilities .

The Bahamas and Nova Scotia were most

contiguous, and to those places they were

ordered to repair ; but the diseases attending

the former, and the barren soil of the latter,

B
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soon proved them unfit for recompence or

reward . The King's ministers looked for a

more favorable station , and wisely deter

mined on Upper Canada. An Act of Par

liament passed in 1791, dividing Canada

into two provinces, directing the crown

lands in Upper Canada to be given in free

and common socage tenure, reserving one

seventh of the quantity contained in every

grant as a provision for the clergy, and be

stowing a constitution nearly an epitonie of

the British . The first act of the first Legis

lature of the province was to adopt the Eng

iish law, without tithes, poor rates, bank

ruptcy, or game laws : could any thing be

wanted in such a climate, with such a pro

ductive soil , intersected with the grandest

lakes, and rivers, to make the inhabitants

most happy, but the pure administration of

the blessings so liberally bestowed ?

I SHALL now undertake to shew, thai,

from the inefficient conduct of the Colonial

Government, the beneficent intentions of the

Ķing have been defeated, the wisdom of the

British Parliament frustrated , the civil, of
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ficers and people oppressed , and even the

salutary efforts of the Provincial Assembly

overturned ; the most, loyal, attached, and

determined people, are become so aggrieved,

enslaved , and irritated , that they view with

delight the prospect of hostilities with Ame

rica, in the hope of being freed from that

Government to which they had once looked

for security, liberty, and repose .

In the American contest, the object 10

animate, compensate, and reward all such as

came within the British lines was land ; each

man was to have so many acres for himself, App.

No. 1 & 2.

his wife, and children , (without fees,) ac

cording to rank and services. The procla

mation * was afterwards renewed in Canada,

inviting all such persons as were attached to

the British Government to become settlers ;

but from this description of people a small

fee was demanded on issuing the grant. On

the first settling of the province, most of the

appointments under the Crown were filled

*. The proclamations may be found in the copies of the

Canada Council Journals, in the Secretary of State's office.

B 2



with- subordinate officers from the provincial

corps which had been disbanded at the peace

of 1783 ; and these gentlemen, during the

government of General Simcoe , and the

presidency of Mr. Russel, secured to them

selves immense tracts of land , in the best

situations : they had grants for themselves,

wives, children , relations, friends, and fol .

lowers, without fees, or at a regulation of

about ten or twelve dollars for two hundred

acres , and such as were of the Council had

only twenty dollars to pay for one thousand.

Wherever towns were laid out, they secured

to themselves and friends the town and park

fots, in consequence of which many of the

proposed towns never have been established;

and even where the principal: towns have

been built, they are surrounded by a wilders

ness, owing to those persons holding the

land, which they do not cultivate , and can

not dispose of from the exorbitant price they

require. These gentlemen, when glutted

with land , became anxious for fees, until,

by degrees, they raised the expence of the

deed of grant to nearly forty dollars for two

hundred acres; (which they presumed the
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Secretary of State's sanction could legalize)

and then apportioned them most unfairly.

Next the Surveyor General was directed to

prefer the person who would pay fees ; and in App. 3, 4 .

laying out townships the most favorable, fera

tile , and salubrious places were ordered to

be reserved, that future favorites might be

enriched, or convenient persons gratified ,

whilst the remote ,* barren , and unhealthy

parts were selected for such as were entitled

to the bounty of the King, to grants free of

every expence; thus compensation for the

U. E. loyalist , + and reward for the military

claimant, was frittered away, or retarded by

a location of land he could not cułtivate, by App. 5 , 6 .

suppression of papers, or by fictitious delays

of office, until he was harassed into the

payment; of those fees, or (if destitute of

means) driven to purchase from those great

land monopolists, and compelled to give

* Refer to the offices of the Provincial Secretary, Surveyor

General, and Council, and examine the appropriation of the

township of King.

+ U. E. LOYALISTS, implies those who, during the revo

lution of the American States, adhered to the Unity of the

Empire
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bonds for such suins as he was seldom able to

pay , except by the forfeiture of the land,

with all his improvements. At length all

claims were silenced by a proclamation , de

claring that no one should obtain any grant

without fees who had not settled in the
pro

vince before 1798. By these means the

original intention has been defeated , the

Royal promise broken , the faith of Govern

ment disgraced, the settlement of the colony

retarded, and partiality, prejudice, and ava

riciousness so apparent in the distribution of

land, that discontent and disgust were dif

fused throughout the whole body of the

people. I shall now shew that the good in

tention and wisdom of the British Parlia

ment, in forming the constitution of the

colony, has been defeated, and the very

reverse of a free Government established .

In the 31st of the King, purporting to give

to the Canadas the British constitution , the

clause from the 18th of the King, directing

all monies raised in the colony to be ac

counted for before the House of Assembly,

and to be appropriated by the said House,

is introduced, that it might clearly appear as

.
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a fundamental part of the Act : yet, in open

defiance of this Act,' not only all duties

levied under the 14th and 15th of the King,

on articles coming into the port of Quebec,

but all internal duties, as licences for retail

ing liquors, and all penalties and forfeitures

levied under the said Acts, are not appro

priated by the Provincial Assembly , but

drawn and applied by the Executive. Next,

the Provincial Parliament have laid equal

duties on like articles coming from the States

of America into the province ; and all mo

neys so collected under their own Acts are

in like manner appropriated, under pre

tence that, as they are 'levied from duties

similar to those imposed by England, they

should be considered as English Acts, and

not allowed to be disposed of by the House

of Assembly ; then, without any Act, twenty

dollars for every grant of two hundred acres,

are levied for the Crown , and not accounted

for in the province; so that here is the

strongest violation of the intention of Parlia

ment, a complete overthrow of the finest

principle of the constitution , a continuation

of the same baneful system which lost the
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United States, and a most improper controut

and appropriation of that money which

should be applied by the House of Assembly

for the improvement of the province and the

diminution ofexpence to the mother country.

In the 31st of the King it will be found

that great care was taken to establish the

Church of England : one seventh of all the

land granted'is reserved for the clergy, yet

in seventeen years not an acre has been

turned to any beneficial account; not a

clergyman , except such as England pays or

the Missionary Society send, (only five in

number,) without glebe, perquisite, or par

sonage-house; and still fewer churches than

ministers of the established religion . А

laudable attempt was lately made to encou

rage the propagat
ion of the gospel, and to

diffuse some educatio
n amongst the rising

generati
on : the House of Asseinbl

y voted

eight hundred a year for eight schools, as an

inducem
ent for protestan

t clergym
en to settle

in Canada, but even this was soon turned

into a reward for conveni
ent

persons; the

nominati
on of masters became the Lieutena

nt
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Governor's patronage ; the schoolswere given

to half-pay officers, or to men equally unfit

for the superintendance of classical instruc

tion . Thus, in defiance of the British Par

liament and the Provincial Assembly, every

attempt to infuse religion, morality, or in

struction has been defeated.

I HAVE stated that the first act of the

Provincial Parliament was to adopt the law

of England as the rule of decision in all civil

as well as criminal cases, and that the rule of

evidence should be the same as practised in

England ; but the purity and perfection of

this admirable system was quickly over

turned ; this establishment of the English

law was not construed to be the law
prac

tised in Westminster -Hall, but to include all

the statutes made to coerce the viciousness or

restrain the fraudulence pursued in the colo

nies, in their primitive depravity, and by

the continuance of which, when they be

came unnecessary and oppressive, the United

States were first irritated , because they would

not submit to a code which overturned the

common law of England, and vitiated the
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pure and

first principles of evidence ; yet these laws

were enforced in Upper Canada, and when

insufficient for the purposes of oppression ,

the ordinances of Lower Canada were re:

sorted to , as if legally established. It is

admirably taid down, “ that the

impartial administration of justice is, per

haps, the firmnest bond to secure the cheerful

submission of a people, and to engage their

affections to Government." This could not

be expected where Judges held their com

missions during pleasure, where their salaries

were small , and where they were removed

at the will of an imperious ruler.
The

Judges, subject to the controul of power,

miglit 'seek strength for their decisions, per

manency in their stations, and every colonial

advantage, rather in the influence of the

parties engaged in the ' cause , than in a disa

interested uprightness in upholding the law

and enforcing the justice of the case to be

decided'; therefore the juries disregarded

the bench, the court 'was 'tumultuous, and

the stocks •publicly broken before the Chief

Justice ' ; the community transferred their ap

prehensions from the dependance of the
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Judges to the Judicaturę itself, and all res,

spect for or confidence in redress and se

curity from the law was destroyed : the

shopkeepers are the Justices of Peace ; they

have the means of extortion , and the power

of enforcing payments ; they are first the

criminals, thenthejudges ; andthe Court of

Appeal * seems to be so constructed as 19

prevent an honest verdict from passing into

effect. The practice of the Court is unjust,

oppressive, and influenced ; ; favorite Attor

neyswere made Deputy Clerks of the Peace;

so that process might be entered and writs

obtained most partially. The Crown Law ,

yer is allowed nearly seven pounds sterling

for every criminal prosecution ! an induce

ment to listen to trifling complaints, and pre,

fer frivolous indictments, when, if power

The Court ofAppeal is composed, of the Lieutenants

Governor and Executive Council. , Mr. Scott, the Chief Justice,

(lately an attorney of the King's Bench ) ; Mr. Baby, a shop

keeper at:Detroit, who does not attend above once a year ;
MC.

Grant, a Master of a vessel on Lake Erie , unable from age to

attend ; Mr. Russel, the Receiver-General, so infirm that he can

seldom attend ; Col. Shaw, Brigade Major, and on the half-pay of

the late Queen's Rangers ; and Captain M'Gill, Commissary of

Stores, constitute the Council.

C 2
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was gratified, and independence harassed, it

was a sufficient excuse for an inflated con

tingent account.

An action was brought against a magis

trate , who had exerted his authority in an

illegal and oppressive manner, and he was

cast in damages one hundred pounds. Au

attempt was made to set this aside in the

King's Bench ; but that failing, the Crown

Lawyer ordered the Clerk of the Court not

to issue the execution ; in consequence of

which it was refused. The civil officers

dare not resist oppression, or demand their

right. A most illegal and unjustifiable extent

issued against the provincial Secretary,* at

the suit of the Crown ; it lasted for
years ;

he dared not apply for justice ; and when it

was as imperiously taken off, as it was arbia

trarily laid on , the Sheriff dared not apply

for fees expended in holding possession under

the writ, or the printer sue for the money

voted him by the House of Assembly for

printing their journals . The surveyors could

• See his Memorial at the Secretary of State's Office,
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not obtain the moncy they had actually ex

pended in the public service, nor the people

find redress for extorted fees ; therefore,

when there was neither substance nor shadow

of law or justice, but the will of power was

the rule of decision , the public mind was

agitated in the extreme, and universal gloom

pervaded the province.

When the colony was thus critically

situated , Mr. Thorpe arrived as one of the

Justices of the King's Bench . His only ob

ject appeared to be the strict and upright

discharge of his duty, unawed by power,

uninfluenced by land , and unbiassed by

party , or prejudice.* The highest opinion

was ' entertained of him , the utmost con

fidence placed in him , and all descriptions

of people seemed satisfied that , through his

representations, their grievances would be

redressed , and by his exertions every benefit

administered . In this happily accomplished

unanimity, Mr. Gore , the Lieutenant Go

* I am in possession of documents to prove these things, but

cannot obtain permission to publish them at present.
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vernor , arrived , His mind most unfortu .

pately appeared to be from the beginning

prepossessed against Mr. Thorpe . Either

prejudiced from misrepresentation, or jealous

and envious of the situation Mr. Thorpe held

in the public mind, he could not endurę

they should move in the same orbit. The

App.788. home and other districts represented their

grievances; and when Mr. Thorpe returned

from the circuit, he laid before the Lieu

tenant Goyernor sạch causes of complaint aş

the grand juries had directed him to make ;

but the only attention paid to these repreşen :

tations* was a most unbecoming attempt to

make every grievance complained of appear

to arise from Mr, Thorpe's instigationt, not

from the actual sufferings of the people. A

10,'& 11. Jetter was sent from the Lieutenant Gover

nor's office to the grand jury of the London

Look for these representations in the Lieutenant Governor's

Office.

+ AGAINST one of the most audacious of those directed to

revile him , Mr. Thorpe (as a Justice of the King's Bench ) directed

an action of scandalum magnatum to be filed ; 'but his brethren of

the Bench defeated him , by deciding that no such action could be

brought by him .
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district, to make them re-state their com

plaints : to which a fuller remonstrance was

returned . A recantation was then written,

and a reward offered to every man of the

grand jury who would sign it ; this was also

ineffectual. Soon after there occurred å

vacancy in the House of Assembly for the

hoine district ; and as it ever has been the

constitution and custom of the colonies for

Judges to be members, the people of an App. 12.

descriptions and orders addressed Nr. Thorpe

to represent them ; he answered, that he

would not become a partizan, but if they

placed him in the House, « he would do

his duty.” Every engine within the reach of

authority was used før the purpose of defeat

ing thewishes ofthe people on this occasion ;

many were requested to canvass , and all

interests were required to yield in favor of

the candidate most likely to succeed against

Mr. Thorpe. ' Any person in employment,

in expectation of, or entitled to land, was

gratified, promised or threatened ; inagis

trates were made and unmade, as best suited

the purposes of electioneering ; grants were

given , fees excused , or promised to be paid
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by thosc high in authority ; ' even domestics

were bribed with places, land , and money,

to vilify and accuse, by direct falsehoods,

the most upright, serviceable, and esteemed

persons in the province. By such means

have those high in authority been deceived,

and the colony deprived of her best acquisi

tions, and the Crown of its most valuable

- servants. In short, the people, united and

happy at the prospect of redress, becainc

divided, and the most dreadful acrimony

succeeded the most perfect unanimity. It

-cannot be regretted that these efforts, degrad

ing to , and inconsistent with , the legitimate

`authority of the provincial government,

should fail ; and that the candidate who

solicited not a vote, and the people who re

quired only the free exercise of an undoubted

"privilege, should be rewarded with success.

The press, subject to the most unconstitu

tional control, · became the vehicle of the

most vicious calumny against Mr. Thorpe

and his friends. This, at last, induced the

people to establish an independent press ;

App. 13& .which has produced a great exposure, and

has exhibited such transactions as we lament
14,
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should ever have occurred . After every

thing had been practised to traduce , oppress,

and irritate Mr. Thorpe, his friends were

next attacked. The Surveyor General was

the first deprived of his situation , in defiance

ofjustice, and the powervested in him by the

King's commission , without any fault.:: He

must however have known when just claims

were refused, and when unjust grants of

Crown land were issued. : Besides, he had

dared to interfere, in the strict line of his

official-duty , for one of his deputies, who

had been refused his hard -earned stipend,

and in consequence thrown into a gaol; he

had presumed also to defend himself against

unmerited censure ; he had shewn the Coun

* cil their erroneous proceedings in a purchase

of land from the Messessagua Indians, by

necessarily shewing, in his official * corres

pondence with them , how a false map had

been procured, and the tribe thereby de

frauded of seventeen thousand acres. This

* AGAIN I have been restrained from publishing some

strong documents, but must refer to the Journals of the Provincial

Council, where the whole correspondence between the President

and Surveyor General on this subject may be seert.

D
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gentleman , by the most upright conduct,

had gained the respect and esteem of all de

scriptions of people ; but his offence was the

merit of the province. He was removed by

the sole act of the Lieutenant Governor, and,

a subservient Clerk placed in this important,

station . The Sheriff was the next to be

sacrificed ; he was dismissed also without

any fault; (in truth his conduct merited

and received the highest commendation ) ;

but the office was considered a necessary one

App. 15. to command, and the persecution he has

since experienced is unparallelled. : At last,

the misrepresentations* of the Colonial Go

vernment induced the Secretary of State to

recall Mr. Thorpe'; and, although there is not

the slightest imputation against him, or any

other displaced under the like circumstances,

yet others are driven from appointments,

in which they were rendering the most im

portant and beneficial services to the colony

and to Great Britain.Is not such conduct

unjustifiably aiding and abetting the most

Refer to the dispatches from Lieutenant Governor Gore

to the Colonial Department.
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impolitic and tyrannical proceedings on the

part of the provincial ruler ; sanctioning

measurés detrimental to the prosperity, and

dangerous to the security of the colony ;

acknowledging that the stability of every

civil officer's situation shall rest on the caprice

of the person administering the colonial' go

vernment But the last act I have heard

of seems to surpass all the former. On the

people's declaring their intention to petition

the King for redress of theirmany grievances,

it was publicly declared, that any man should App . 16 .

be sent to prison who signed any petition or

address whatever. ,

whatev
er

It is evident how the royal promise

(declared by proclamation ) has been broken";

it is also certain that the King's beneficent

intentions for his suffering Loyalists have

been defeated .* Provisions, clothing , farni

ing utensils, and every article that the coun

try did not produce, necessáry for erecting

houses and mills, was sent to establish the

I REFER to the items of the articles sent out, and the orders

sent with them , the Commissioners' return as to the distribution ,

and the state of the articles now in store .

D 2
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comfort of the poor' refugee, but used for

the accommodation of the rich favourite, or

from neglect rendered useless. It is manifest:

that the political views of Mr. Pitt have been

frustrated ; that the wisdom of the British

Parliament, in forming the constitution , and

establishing the Church of England, by the

31st of the King, has been overturned ; that

the attempts of the provincial Houses of

Assembly, for the most beneficent purposes,

have been distorted ; that the pure law and

salutary practice of the Courts of England,

have been vitiated ; that the ablest and most

serviceable officers of the civil establishment

have been oppressed, and driven away ; that

thepeople have been deceived,impoverished,

and enslaved .

Now let me call your attention to the

prodigious useless expence the colony entails

on England, together with the profligate

expenditure both of English and provincial

monies.

The Indian Department, which was

intended to conciliate the tribes, to reward
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and retain their attachment, 'is become an

instrument to injure and disaffect them . The

articles sent as presents to the Indians, are of App. 17 .

such inferior quality , that they are almost

worthless, : They are distributed in such a

partial and impolitic manner, it would be

better none .were given . The young and

active are kept about the agents, as messen

gers ; they become indolent, insolent, and

debauched ; their service is rewarded by the

most valuable preșents . This incenses the

chiefs, the aged, and industrious. The tribes

are brought to some town or village, to re

ceive the presents, by which means they

are soon bartered for rum , tobacco , or some

useless or injurious article. :: The Mohawks

say : " You gave us land in Canada , as a

remuneration for what we lost in the Ameri,

can war... After twenty years possession , we

find the white people surrounding us, our

huntinggrounds destroyed ; we wish partially

to sell our lands, place ,our money in the

English funds, get the interest regularly ,

save all other expences, go back to the west

ward, where we may easily get furs, preserve

our health , and be of advantage to your

7
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trade." But the wisdom of the Indian was

to be defeated, because it would stop pa

tronage and plunder. For a long time they

were prevented from selling any land ; at

fast they were allowed to sell, and the money

was to be sent to England. After however

waiting for years, and neither hearing of

principal or interest, they actually accused

App. 18. the Executive Government of embezzlement,

declaring they would sell to whom they

pleased, and send no more money out of the

province ." If this wise scheme was pursued

with all the tribes, you would insure their

allegiance to Britain , because their money

would be in your possession . You would

keep them satisfied, well regulated, and suf

ficiently supplied with every necessary from

their interest money. You would prevent

the necessity of an Indian Department,
save

every expence , secure the attachment of the

Indians, and procure an increase of trade

from their exertions . *

. I have lamented to see paragaphs to mislead the public,

relative to the true state of the Indians in Canada. It is asserted

in the Ministerial prints, that the Indians in thousands had de.

termined to support the British Government; whereas they had
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Next look at the marine department,

and which was established on the lakes, in

the infant state of the province, because there

were no roads for communication . Now ,

to uphold and give a semblance for continu

ing this expence, scarcely a passable road

has been made ; for two hundred miles to

gether there is only a path through a wilder

ness ; in some directions intercourse by land

is almost cut off. There is not a fair or a

resolved, in the event of a war with the United States, not to

take any part in the quarrel. But hereafter, when discontent is

done away, and the deep-rooted attachment to the King of Great

Britain again called forth , the greatest advantages may be derived

from them. " Many of the tribes are so far civilized , that they

might easily be brought into military rules, induced to lay aside

the scalping knife, and be trained as sharp shooters ; by which

means they might be employed most beneficially, and without

disgrace, and ten thousand warriors would be found ready to sup

port our Government, on very short notice, and at little expence .

Besides, let us reflect on the advances the American Government

are making, by conciliating, encouraging, and civilizing. They

are not only securing their frontiers, but they are greatly increasing

their trade with the Indians, thus attaining security and wealth ,

whilst they are bestowing comfortand propagating religion amongst

them . Surely the justice I ask for our faithful tribes, our old

allics, and good friends, you will allow , it is only policy to grant ;

it is not only what we may gain , but our fur trade is in danger

Look to what we may lose.

5
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market established, and scarcely a way to

get at one, if there was : long since two

whole townships were sold for the purpose

of making roads, * but they were sold in the

Council room , amongst persons high in au

thority , for one third of their value, and

the money arising from the sale has not been

heard of, nor any road established from its

expenditure. A most valuable and practica

ble scheme for making roads throughout the

province was proposed last year to the House

of Assembly , but it was defeated. The

system is to prevent great and general roads,

for that would render the marine unneces

sary ; the transport and victualling would be

done at one tenth of the expence , 'by the

merchants in the province, without danger

or loss : that would save England a great

sum annually, but lessen patronage and ex

pence.

3

I have pointed out some part of the

ruinous expenditure and mismanagement of

• See order of Council, bearing date September 4, 1799,

for the sale of the townships of Dereham and Norwich .



( 25 )

the public money, and the burthen the pro

vince is to Great Britain : now I shall call

your attention to her value ; and lastly the

necessity there is for the adoption of im

mediate measures to conciliate and harmonize

the people. Naval stores and provisions

would be the staple commodities of the

colony, and I believe these would be the

articles of most value to great Great Britain .

Some years ago England offered encourage

ment for the culture of heinp, bounties and

medals, with an adequate price ; many of

the inhabitants engaged in the cultivating of

it, and might have raised great quantities,

but there was no Government store to receive

it ; there was no market ; the little mer

chants in the place objected to it ; the farmer

was told he came too late for bounty or re

ward ; and, in short, it was sent back to App. 6

manure the soil that produced it ! the poor .

cultivator was broken by his exertions. In

consequence of a communication made by App. 20 %

the Secretary of State to the Governmentof

Canada, upon the subject of promoting the

growth and manufacture of hemp, an agri

cultural and commercial society was formed ,

21 .
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on a plan to extend throughout the province,

by which every farmer might be induced to

cultivate a little hemp, according to the

strength of his own family ; and, by degrees,

it might have been produced in abundance,

to supply the naval demand of Great Britain.

The society hoped also to have the means of

storing the flour, and transporting it to

Montreal , but it was discouraged , and the,

society was denominated a jacobin club,

though not a word of politics was uttered , or

any thing transacted but what exclusively

related to hemp and agriculture in general.

It is not only roads that are wanting, but

water communication should be opened,

which could be done with ease and without

expence : by this the timber trade would be

greatly facilitated, the fur trade equally

assisted , and the province greatly benefited

in all commercial intercourse. The people .

are active, hardy, and industrious, once

firmly attached to Great Britain , and may

still be regained ; they have always acknow

ledged your legislative supremacy , and

would , willingly give you a monopoly of

their produce and imported consumption .



( 27 )

They love their King, and respect the Par

liament of Great Britain, and are convinced

that if their grievances were known they

would quickly be redressed ; but to make a

representation is not within their power.

Two years ago a petition to the King, from

the House of Assembly , stating their melan

choly situation , was lost by the casting voice

of the Speaker; since which time they see

the power of the Governor increasing every

year, whilst those in whom they confided,

and on whom they depended , are torn from

the highest stations, and now , finding them

selves denied the right of petitioning their

Sovereign, they are almost divested of every

hope of redress. The public mind is be

come so irritated and estranged, that there

are few , even of our transplanted loyalists,

who would voluntarily support the British

standard , or of our Indian allies who could

be induced to raise a tomahawk in its defence ,

4

It is evident that England has long

highly estimated the value of the Canadas,

or she would not have expended so much

blood and treasure to acquire the country,

E 2
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nor have made such monstrous sacrifices at

the peace of 1763 to retain the possession ;

and her consequence to you is more appa

rent every day. In the year 1718 we ex

perienced a combination , entered into by

Russia and Sweden , to deprive us of naval

stores, which was defeated by the exertions

of those colonies we have since lost . You

have lately seen an attempt to cut off your

naval supply, by a junction of most of the

northern powers, and an effort to close the

Baltic completely against you : you now see

Russia, Prussia , and Denmark in absolute

war with you , and Sweden on the point of

being driven into it , though she has been a

short time retained by a heavy subsidy : you

see America threatening war, and doing

worse , for, by her embargo, she is distressing

England , your West India isles, and depriv

ing your allies of subsistence ; yet, convinced

I am, that there is no one article from all

these powers combined, which is necessary

for England , her colonies, or friends to be

supplied with , that could not be produced

in abundance from your possessions in Bri

tish North America, if you would only con

ciliate and encourage them .
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I have investigated on the spot what

these provinces are capable of, and I confi

dently assert, that in a few years they could

be made to produce more hemp, * timber,

iron , tar, and turpentine than your navy

could consume ; more grain could be raised ,

and provisions supplied, than the West Indies

require ; large exports also could be made

of hides, tallow , and various articles of great

importance, besides, fur, and all this inde

pendent of their value from the immense

quantity of our manufactures they would

take, and the number of ships and seamen

* It has lately been asserted in some publications, that

large quantities of hemp were exported from the Canadas , at

what time I am at a loss to divine, for it is well known, that al

though some exertion has been made in Lower Canada towards

the cultivation of hemp, yet, neither the soil nor the inclination

of the inhabitants being congenial to assist us in so necessary an

article, very little has been produced ; and on the River Thames,

in Upper Canada, where there is the finest soil in the world for

it, the farmers (as I have stated ) have been in general ruined,

for they can neither sell or get the bounty they were promised';

and after having expended almost their whole property, they

were obliged to abandon entirely its cultivation ; and, in truth ,

I much fear that at present there is as little inclination in the

Upper as in the Lower Province to enter into any thing ser

vicable to the mother country .
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cmployed in their trade ;* then consider

that Upper Canada is the key to Lower Ca

nada --- if you lose the one, you cannot retain

the other ; and if torn from you, Nova

Scotia must attend them ; consider your ex

pence for transports, stores , ammunition , pro

visions, forts, and barracks, all which , you

may be assured, is useless, for the army and

the wealth of England could not retain these

possessions, if attacked, unless you
had the

hands and hearts of the inhabitants, deter

mined to support your Government ; with

that acquisition , from the very nature , situ

ation , and extent of the country, you might

defy the world to sever them from Great

Britain ; by justice, and by justice alone,

will you obtain every object.f Therefore

330 vessels cleared out from the port of Quebee, chiefly

loaded with timber and pot-ash , last year.

+ In corroboration of my own opinion of the importance

of Upper Canada, I shall give you that of Mr. Wynne, who,

in his history of the British Empire in North America, when

speaking of Fort Niagara , very justly observes, “ As to those

immense lakes, which are in a measure commanded by this fort,

the reader need only cast his eye map of North America to

be convinced of their importance: they afford by far the most

on the
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I now call upon the Imperial Parliament to

recover the national faith solemnly pledged

by proclamation ; to preserve the honor of

the British nation ; to insist that their own

wise, beneficent, and liberal intentions shall

be fully, purely, and beneficially enforced ;

I call on them not to suffer any individual to

wield arbitrary power , -- to be armed with the

executive and judicial authority , to com

mand the military, Indian, and marine force,

to use at pleasure the money from the Trea

sury, whether placed there for the Crown or

the province, to draw from the military

chest --to bestow , retain , distribute, and

locate all the Crown land in the fertile and

extensive province of Upper Canada and to

be clothed with all this authority in violation

of that constitution you ratified and con

firmed. I call upon you to examine the

extensive inland navigation in the whole world ; whoever is

master of them must, sooner or later, command that whole con

tinent. They are all surrounded by a fine fruitful country, in

a temperate pleasant climate ; and the day may possibly come

when this noble country, which seems calculated for universal

empire, will sufficiently display its own importance. " Vol. 2,

page 104 .
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Canadian accounts, the army extraordinaries,

the return of money raised under British

Acts, and without any Act ; look to the

appropriation, application , and balance ; then

you will find wanton expenditure, and pri

vate rapaciousness ; and although many of

the accounts have not passed the Audit Office

for years, yet this system of profligacy you

will see continued . I call on you to ex

amine the journals of the House of Assembly

and Executive Council ; to look at the distri

bution and use made of the Crown lands,

the dispatches from the Lieutenant Governor,

the memorials from the provincial Secretary ,

Receiver General , and Surveyor General ;

the remonstrances of the Six Nations of In

dians, and the letters from Mr. Thorpe,

myself, and others, on the state of the colony,

either to the Lords of the Treasury , or to the

Secretary of State . Summon and examine

all the evidence that can be procured here,

and if more should appear necessary , send

a commission to ascertain the real state of the

province . Then you
will be confirmed in

the truth of every representation I have

made, and much more, which , for the safety

1
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of individuals, I am constrained to withhold.

Then
you will be enabled to relieve England -

from a great burden, render the colony truly

valuable to the mother country, and save

one of the most luxuriant ramifications of

the empire. You will perform the promise

of the Crown ; you will establish the law

and liberty directed by Parliament; and

diffuse the gospel of Christ to the utmost

extremity of the West. You will do that

which is honorable to the nation , beneficial

to the most deserving subjects, and lovely

in the sight of God. I am convinced ,

when there is a great cause, you will come

forth ; when there is a great injustice, you

will be roused ; and that no party interest,

or friendship, will warp you from discharging

your duty strictly .-- I call for investigation .

I have no private interest or passion to

gratify ; I call for investigation , as a duty I

owe my King and Country.

John Mills Jackson.

SOUTHAMPTON ,

Jan. 10, 1809.

F
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Note .-A learned friend of mine has pre

pared a full account of the political state , im

portance, value, and capability of all our North

American Colonies, the publication of which I

lament has been delayed from delicacy and regard

forpersons high in office, which I humbly conceive

should never withhold a man from doing a public

service, or discharging a great public duty ; and

most certainly nothing at this time could be more

beneficial ; for I fear Ministers are much de

ceived as to the true state of our Colonies, and

ignorant as to the advantages that might be

derived from them.

V



APPENDIX.

1

NO. 1 .

To his Honor ALEXANDER GRANT Esquire,

President administering the Government of the Province of Upper

Canada, & c . & c . & c .

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOR,

WE His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects the Commons

of Upper Canada in Parliament assembled, taking into conside

ration the state of this province, and having due regard to such

means as may tend to promote harmony and tranquility amongst

all descriptions of His Majesty's people, humbly beg leave to

represent to you, that several persons, of the description of

those who have adhered to the Unity of the Empire, and to

whom it has been held out, that the bounty of our Most

Gracious Sovereign would be extended, by grant of a certain

portion of lands, on applying for the same, are precluded from

receiving his gracious favor, by reason of the difficulty of access

to the seat of Government, and of the expence of attending

therein :
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We therefore entreat you , that you , in your kind conside

ration for their situation, and in your laudable design of

carrying the Royal promise into effect, will dispense with their

personal attendance, and permit them , by their agents, to lay

their claims before your Honor in Council; and also to do such

further acts towards obtaining grants for lands, through their

agents, as the exigency of the case may require.

We also, with due respect, beg leave to represent to you,

that the infant state of wealth and commerce in this country

renders persons applying for grants of land incapable of paying

large fees for the same to the land granting department ; and

that the additional fee required, under the table of fees of the

Ist of January 1804, is incommensurate with their means, and

has caused much discontent.

yourWe therefore entreat, that you , in solicitude for pro

moting the welfare and prosperity of all descriptions of His

Majesty's dutiful subjects, will, in your Council, direct that

they may be relieved from the payment of this fee, or that you

will take such other measures for absolving them therefrom as to

you in your wisdom may seem meet .

COMMONS HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

February 13, 1806.
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No. 2.

To his Honor ALEXANDER GRANT, Esquire,

President administering the Gorernment of the Province of Upper

Canada, & c . & c . & c.

MAY IT PLEASE Your HONOR ,

WE His Majesty's dutiful and loyalsubjects the Commons

of Upper Canada, in Parliament assembled , deeply impressed

with sentiments of loyalty and attachment to His Majesty's

person and government, and studious to devise such means as

may induce discord or dissatisfaction to give place in every

breast, to an unity of affection for the common father of his

people, heg leave to represent to you , that a number of person

under the description of military claimants, have, from inability

of means, infirmity of health, or other untoward circumstances,

been hitherto unable to make claims, or to procure titles for

lands, under the proclamations made for compensating them in

lands for their military services.

We rest satisfied that, when we advert to the character of the

soldier, who exhausted his vigour and his years in the service of

his King, and who sought for nought but victory in the battles

of his country , your feelings will be sufficiently aroused to his

condition, and that you will extend to him, as a reward for his

zeal and loyalty , that bounty which was early intended by our

gracious Sovereign , and which neither time nor residence (much

less poverty or distress) ought to suspend or diminish .

We therefore hope that you will, in your council and

wisdom , grant to persons of this description (even at this late
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period ) such quota or portion of land as they might have been

entitled to receive had they made an early application, and

under such privileges as military claimants formerly received

grants of the waste lands of the Crown.

COMMONS HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

February 13 , 1806.
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NO. 3.

YORK, UPPER CANADA,

March 12, 1798 .

SIR ,

ALTHOUGH I apprehend , as a Military Claimant, that

the Government will permit me to receive my patent free of the

accustomed fees for passing the different offices, and free of the

expence of survey , yet it will be a matter of accommodation to

me to pay the latter, if you will procure from his Honor the

President a preference order in my favor, to put my deeds out

of course, and expedite the patent through the different offices,

so that they shall be ready for me at the Secretary's office on the

first day ofMay next ; in which case I voluntarily agree to pay

at that time the sum of twenty pounds twelve shillings and six

pence, Halifax currency, being I understand the regular sum for

surveying 3,000 acres of land, and otherwise consider myself

obliged.

I am, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

( Signed )
DANIEL COZENS .

To the Hon. D. W. SMITH, Esq.

Surveyor General.
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NO. 4.

YORK , Upper Canada ,

March 13 , 1798 .

CIRCULAR .

To J. SMALL, Clerk of the Council.

To D. W. SMITH, Esq. Acting Surveyor General.

To John White , Esq. Allorney General.

To the Hon . Peter Russel , Auditor General.

And to W. JARVIS, Secretary and Register.

GENTLEMEN ,

You will be pleased to do what is necessary for passing a

patent through your respective offices, within five weeks from the

date hereof, for 3,000 acres of land to Capt. Daniel Cozens, for

which deed the sum of eighty - two dollars and an hall is to be

received in the Secretary's Cfiice, for the expence of surveying

the said land, and transmitted to the Acting Surveyor General ,

for the public credit ; and this order is to accompany the patent

in its progress through the di: Terent offices.

I am , Sir,

Your humble servant,

( Signed ) PETER RUSSEL, President.

Note . - When the President approved of Capt. Cozens's paying

for the land to which he was entitled , by the solemn.promise of his

Sovereign , free of every erpence, it was confirmed in Council, and

preference was directed to be given to all persons, having similar

claims, who wou'd consent to pay a nilar extortion .
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No. 5.

To His Excellency FRANCIS .GORE,Esq. 86. & c. & c. in Council.

The Petition of the undersigned Provincial Oficers on Half Pay,

and Soldiers residing in the District of London , in the Province

of Upper Canada ,

HUMBLY SHEWETH ,

That yourPetitioners joined the Royal standard at the com

mencement of the revolutionary war in America, and continued

in HisHis Majesty's service until the conclusion of the war, when

they went with other provincial troops to the province of New

Brunswick ; when finding, after some years' residence, the climate

and soil unfavourable to agriculture, they removed to this pro

yince, with the expectation of receiving His Majesty's bounty of

waste lands, as promised by his proclamation at the expiration

of the war. That on their arrival here, they were told by the

Executive Government of this province, “ that inasmuch as they

" had not applied for the lands sooner, they had forfeited the

" advantages and privileges which otherwise would have attached

“ to them as U. E. loyalists ; that what land they now received

“ they must pay for ;" and they understood that they would get

but a small proportion of what they had reason to expect would

be given them . Under these circumstances, most of your Peti

tioners have hitherto forborn to apply for land , hoping that this

order of Government might be rescinded, and that His Majesty

would be graciously pleased , on a representation being made to

him of their actual situation , to place them and their families on

the same footing with other Loyalists who were fortunate enough

and enabled to come to this province at an earlier period . - Not

doubting that Government are actuated by the purest inotives in

G
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thus barring all future applications as U. E. Loyalists, yet your

Petitioners humbly conceive, and cannot but indulge a hope, that

when their situation is known,-- that they have never received

their bounty in lands as promised in His Majesty's proclamation ;

that they were prevented from coming to this province at an

earlier period , some by misfortune, some by poverty, some by

business, and all by some unfortunate circumstance ; that some,

in travelling so great a distance, have expended their little all ;

and that they came to this province with the anxious expectation

of being enabled , on their arrival, to make, with the assistance

of thac Government, in support of which they have fought and

bled, and in which they have ever had the most implicit con

fidence, an ample provision for their families, and of procuring

them a comfortable subsistence, which the inhospitable clime

they left refused to their most industrious exertions,-Govern

ment, on knowing these circumstances, will grant them all the

privileges and advantages of U. E. Loyalists.Your Petitioners

therefore humbly pray , that your Excellency will be pleased to

take their case into consideration ; and should it be consistent

with your intentions and ability, to order, that your Petitioners,

and other Loyalists under like circumstances, shall be allowed

all the privileges and benefits attached to U. E. Loyalists ; that

they may now be placed upon the list as such , and also that

they may be allowed to receive such a portion of His Majesty's

waste lands in this province, as from their respective situations

in the provincial army, and from His Majesty's most gracious

promise in his proclamation published at the expiration of the

war, they had reason to expect.

Should it not be consistent with your Excellency's situ .

ation, as Lieutenant Governor of this province, to order as

above, your Petitioners bumbly pray your Excellency would

be pleased to lay the situation of the Loyalists, under the

consideration above described , before His Majesty, in whose

justice and goodness your Petitioners have the greatest reliance.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[ Signed by 27 Officers and others.]

District of London, Oct, 25 , 1806 .
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Nº. 6.

RIVER THAMES, COUNTY OF KENT, UPPER CANADA.

The following Memorial was addressed to a Person of Distinction

and Anthority , the 24th of October, 1806 :

YOUR Memorialist, though never had the honor of seeing

you , yet, through the report of my neighbours, I flatter myself

free from injury in the liberty I nowcommence on your leisure.

Sir, your memorialist has served His Majesty, in a military

station, thirty-two years , in the 62d regiment,-a Non -com

missioned Officer in the volunteers of Ireland, during the

American rebellion, under the command of the Right Hoo.

Colonel Francis Lord Rawdon, in the station of Serjeant-Major,

my discharge for which some of the great gentlemen at York

have thrown aside, though (agreeable to Sir William Howe's

proclamation ) I was entitled to a subaltern's share of wild or

waste lands, and three years provision, with utensils also, for

my wife and children : Now they say I have no claim for a free

deed , or any such benefit, by reason I made a servitude in the

24th regiment for twelve years and upwards ; and for which

reason they compelled me to pay for the deed of a poor 200

acres of wild land that was granted by Colonel Richard England

to me, when he discharged me for old age and long servitude.

Your Honor, perhaps, heard of an advertisement, sent to us

the inhabitants of the River Thames by the Honourable Agri

culture Society, promising a premium of fifty guineas, or a

golden medal, for a person who drilled the greatest quantity of

arpents of good land, in good order, in the year 1803 , with

good hempseed, a sample of the bemp and seed to be sent to

London, which I did, vouched by the King's surveyor for the

G2
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district ; also properly attested before the Hon . J. Balye, the

Lieutenant of the County, a very good well meaning gentleman .

Alexander Duff, at merchant a Amherstburgh, forwarded the

business. The purport of the business is, your memorialist had

the greatest quantity of hemp, and was entitled to the greatest

bounty , according to their proclamation. The business is, I

was obligated ( through the expence) to pledge my land , which

is the only support of myself and family in my old days, and no

likelihood of recovering it again. Your memorialist always

thought the Government he so long served never would endea

vour to drive him to another, whom he often fought hard

against, but if it is his lot it can't be helped . If I can get no

redress, I will be obliged to endeavour to make friends with my

former enemies. It will hurt me much to see my sons bear arms

against my native country. As I have been told by my neigh

bours your Honor promised to see the injured righted , I make

no doubt of your goodness on the occasion . Mr. Allen , mer

chant , at York , will inform you of the money being paid for the

deed of the lot I enjoy at present; No. 9, River Thames,

County of Kent.

Note.Eighty bushels of good hempseed became no better

than any common dung : I raised ten acres of hemp, also of no

value, not a penay of money for it!-all shop goods very dear,

Youa memorialist hopes no offence for this strange trouble,

but am

Your Honor's very humble Servant,

G. W.
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NO.7.

Address from the Nation nf MohawK INDIANS . to Lieutenant

Governor Gore , upon his first Arrival at the Seat of Govern

ment at Canadu .

YORK, September 2, 1806 .

BROTHER,

To the Great Spirit we give our most hearty thanks, for that

He has been pleased to protect you against all the dangers

attendant on your journey : and now we have the pleasure of

seeing you , we most sincerely welcome and congratulate you on

your safe arrival to this the seat of your Government, which the.

love we bear our Great Father on the other side the water im

pels us to do with that real affection becoming dutiful children

to shew to his Representative.

We rejoice in our hearts that the Great Spirit has this day

permitted us to meet you ! and we, even now, imagine that we

see your appearance dispelling the clouds of injustice, as the

rising sun banishes the mists of the morning. We hope that,

under your influerce, and by your exertions, this country may

improve, and rise in usefulness to the dominions of our Great

Father ! and that, under his powerful protection , the loyal

inhabitants may freely enjoy the reward of their fidelity and

industry , -their minds replete with reverential gratitude to the

Supreme for His many favors, zealous, attachment to their

Sovereign, and mutual love and charity to each other.

Some disagreeable circumstances relative to our situation,

of which the narrative is too long for us to presume to trouble

your Excellency with until you might conveniently grant us the

ſavor of calling an investigation into our affairs : we, however,
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take the liberty to refer you to a speech lately delivered by us at

the Council -House, Fort George, shewing the many ineffectual

applications we had made in this country to obtain a satisfactory

coufirination of General Haldiinan's grant ; and, lastly , the

means taken by our opponents to deceive (by misrepresentation )

His Majesty's Government in Britain , and prevent their equi

table decision on the application made by Teyoniuhokarawen

on our behalf.

These and the other subjects of that speech we are ready

to prove , and to give every explanation required.

:
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YORK, August 30 , 1806. '

On Wednesday the 27th inst. WILLIAM Weeks , Esq. Member

of Parliamentfor the County of York , Durham , and Simcoe,

on the partof the Inbabitants of the Home District, presented

to his Excellency the following Address :
1 .

To His Excellency FRANCIS GORE, Esq. Lieutenant Godernor

of the Province of Upper Canada, & c. & c.

; MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExceLLENCY,

E, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the la
,

habitants of the Home District, beg leave to congratulate your

Excellency on your safe arrival in this province ; and to express

to you the upfeigned assurance of our unshaken loyalty and

attachment to His Majesty's person and Governnient. We also

beg leave to add, that we feel the most lively gratification in

observing in your Excellency's appointment the high prerogative

of Regal authority unconnected with a military establishment ;

and we indulge ourselves in the hope of experiencing in your

administration of this Government the paternal solicitude ofa

Gracious Sovereign for the prosperity of the province, in unison

with the affections of a grateful people.

In approaching your Excellency, with a zealous attachment

to a constitution which neither innovation can impair nor

anarchy deform , we lament our being under the necessity of

stating to you, that, since the establishment of it in this country ,

its system has been mistaken , and its energy misused. In
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situations in which it were matter of dignity, as well as of duty,

to promote the public good , private interest only has been re

garded ; and prerogative and privilege have been indiscrimi

nately sacrificed at the shrine of arbitrary imposition.

We would willingly remove from our memory every im

pression of former occurrences, if it were as easy to forget our

sufferings as to submit to them in silence ; but we forbear at this

period to 'solicit your Excellency's attention to their detail,

pleased as weare in the expectation that a remembrance of the

past will stand only as a contrast to the felicity of future times ;

and that , under your Excellency's Administration , neither weak

capacities nor erring minds will gain influence or ascendency in

the Councils of the province.

It is unnecessary for us to state, nor is your Excellency

now to learn, that the institution of the Government, from

which we receive an hereditary protection , has antiquity for its

origin, and the wisdom of ages for its support ;-that it has

gained celebrity with time and perfection with experience, and

that any deviation from its principles must be an abandonment

to our ruin : but we trust it may not be deemed irrelevant to

suggest, that many among us have supported it at the hazard, of

their lives, and at the expence of their property , that others

have resorted to it from choice, and have afforded to its

establishment the labour of their years, and the gleanings of

their industry , and that it is the common concern of all to

transtnit it unimpaired from age to age, until, in the compu

tation of its enjoyment, perpetuity and age become synonimous

to our posterity.

[ Signed by 301 Inhabitants of the Home District.]
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To which his EXCELLENCY was pleased to return the following

Answer :

GENTLEMEN ,

I THANK you for your congratulations on my safe arrival

in this province ; and I receive with pleasure your professions of

attachment to His Majesty's Person and Government.

I highly approve the sentiments you profess of the British

Constitution. My utmost endeavours will be exerted to ad

minister it here with impartiality, and to preserve it from

anachy and innovation .

FRANCIS GORE, Licut. Governor.

GOVERNMENT-House, YORK,

August 27, 1806 ,

N
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No. 9 .

III

LIEUT. GOVERNOR'S OFFICE , York,

Nov. 6, 1806 ,

Sir , " 117s.

AM commanded by the Lientenant Governor to inform you ,

prat he has perceited in the Upper Canada Gazette, of the 25th

mi last month, an Address signed by you as forenian of the grand

Fry of the district of London, to Mr. Justice Thorpe, wherein

3 .. Thorpe is entreated to lay before his Excellency such acts

i have come within his knowledge, with your earnest expecta

Pion , that on the Lieutenant Governor's taking them into con

sitleration , justice may extend its influence pure and unmixed .

As his Excellency is totally at a loss to know to what par

Picular grievance you wish to call his attention , I have to request

1) will, with as little delay as possible, assemble the gentlemen

rio composed the grand jury of the district of London , and

üle to them his desire, that they will have the goodness to ex

in to the Lieutenant Governor, to what particular acts they

wish to direct his attention .

1

I have also to request of you to inform the grand jury ,

that Mr. Justice Thorpe has presented to his Excellency your

1.:resentation of the 17th of October last , relative to the state

ut the jail , the court house, and the roads in the district of

London . - In the interview the Lieutenant Governor had with

1. Thorpe on those subjects, he did not state to him any other

Sievance or complaint from the grand jury.
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His Excellency is happy in having this opportunity

assuring the gentlemen of the grand jury, that it will aitordi

much satisfaction in attending to their wishes, and he will !

into immediate consideration the subjects referred to in

representation .-- You will be pleased further to add , that he's

at all times feel it his duty to pay the greatest attention to ...

representation of so respectable a body .

I have the honor to be;

SIR,

Your obedient servant ,

(Signed ) WM . HALTON , Secretary

vi

* !

!

1

i

+

H.
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NO. 10.

To His Excellency FRANCIS GORE, Esq . Lieutenant Governor

of the Province of Upper Canada, & c . & c.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

We the Grand Jury of the district of London, sworn at the

late assizes holden in this district, in compliance with your

Excellency's request, in a letter to our Foreinan, have assembled ,

and beg leave to state the following Acts, being the particular

ones alluded to in that part of our Address to Mr. Justice Thorpe,

which your Excellency has been pleased to notice :

The first and most principal thing we had in view, and to

which we request to call your Excellency's attention, is the un

fortunate situation of those American loyalists who were pre

vented from coming to this province before the year 1798 : the

precluding them from enjoying the benefits of His Majesty's

bounty, and the rewards he was graciously pleased to promise

them for their loyalty, sufferings, and losses, (and which , we

humbly conceive, was ever his intention to bestow ) has oc

casioned many complaints, and we think they are not without

some cause, more especially as the loyalists were never notified

that they must exbibit their claims for land within any limited

time ; and as it is conceived , and is the prevailing opinion , that

this restriction was effected by the Executive Government of

this province, without the immediate direction of His Majesty ;

and even should the sanction of His Majesty have been obtained

for this purpose, we are led to believe that it was done by a re

presentation made to him, in which the situation of this country

and the loyalists was not truly stated .
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THE disagreeable situation in which this restriction bas

thrown a number of those unfortunate, yet deserving class of

subjects, your Excellency will readily conceive ; and when we

inform you that many of them on their arrival here, with the

most sanguine expectation of meeting the fulfilment of His

Majesty's promise , were not able to pay the fees exacted, and

consequently were prevented from getting any land on any

terms -- were driven to the necessity of labouring upon other

people's land, or of settling upon those Government reserves ,

for the possession of which they have no security for a longer

term than twenty-one years ,-your Excellency , we trust, will

conceive, with us, that this complaint is not without grounds.

The next thing which we beg leave to point out to your

Excellency is a subject which has occasioned many complaints,

and the injustice of which we also conceive is great, is the mode

heretofore practised in suspending certain persons from the

U. E. list, whose names had been previously inserted thereon :

this, in many instances, has been done without giviag the person

concerned an opportunity of proving that he was entitled to be

continued on, upon mere ex -parte evidence, or without any

evidence at all, that the name of the person so suspended had

been improperly inserted : this has often occasioned much

serious inconvenience and expence to those unfortunate indi

viduals.

ANOTHER thing we wish to mention to your Excellency,

which has been a cause of complaint, is, that many loyalists

and others, on applications for land at an early period , werç

granted minutes of Council for a certain quantity, under the

regulation of sixpence per acre , that they were not informed

there was any order existing ( if any did exist) which compelled

them to locate within any limited time, or their minutes of

Council were void , and that they conceived the faith of Go

vernment was pledged to them for so much land as they were

then allowed to locate, on such terms as were then specified ;

but from inability to locate immediately , for the want of pecu

niary means, they went home satisfied that when they should by
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their industry be enabled to obtain what money was necessary

to pay the sixpence pér acre they would be allowed to locate the

quantity formerly granted. They were told , on applications

for that purpose, that they could not act upon the minutes of

Council they then had, and that they must petition Council

again , and should any land then bé granted they must pay , in

stead of sixpence, eight-perce per acre, and this money to be

paid within three or four days, and before the applicant knew

where he could Iocate his land .
T

There have been also many applications for leave to locate

land in certain townships, where the applicant resided or wished

to settle, but were refused , under the pretence that there was

ho land vacant in those townships, and the applicant obliged

to take his land in some distant part of the province, where,

perhaps, would not be worth the fees to be paid ; afterwards

the same lots that had been particularly applied for have been

given to some more favoured applicant ; and also much other

Hand in those townships has been granted to persons who never

had seen it , and probably never will , by which meins (indepen

dent of the partiality ) latge quantities of land in this province

now lie waste , which otherwise would be in a state of cultivatioii,

and affording some industrious man subsistence for his family .

The appropriations of certain moneys voted by the Pro

vincial Parliament, for the purpose of laying out and improving

Highways and roads, has afforded another subject of complaint :

it is conceived that this money was intended for the benefit of

the community at large, and for that purpose it was placed into

the hands of the Executive Government, by which it was al

lowed to be laid out rather for the conveniency and benefit of an

individual than for the general good.

We have thús abové stated to your Excellency the most

prominent Acts that occur to us, and to which we alluded in

pur address to Mr. Justice Thorpe: feeling and knowing, as we

do , tlie operation of those Acts; induced us to say ' (what is

reality we meant) that we hoped, under your Excellency's ad



ministration, a change of such measureswould take placei and

that Justice, would extend its, influence pure and unmixedi

Convinced that it ever was the intention of our beloved Sovereiga

that equal justice should extend , and that our excellent consti :

tution should impartially be administered to his subjects of every

description, it is with real regret that we find ourselves under

the necessity of observing, that we are apprehensive those

gracious intentions havenot, in every instance, in this province

been strictly adhered to ; and we will confidently add , that

while one loyalist is made a partaker of His Majesty's bounty,

and another precluded from enjoying the least reward for his

long and faithful services ; anotler, after having been considered

a proper subject for His Majesty's promise to extend to , is sud

denly, and without his knowledge, deprived of those benefits

which he expected were insured to him ; and others, after

having been promised land upon certain terms, without ever

being informed there was any other condition annexed to it , are

told that the promise had become void ; and while 'oneman is

refused land in certain situations, under the pretence of there

being none vacant, another is allowed , whose claims are intrin

sically no better, to take up those very lands ; and that while

our public moneys are appropriated to accommodate individuals ,

without regard to the public good , we fear that complaints will

continue to exist, and that few can say « Justice extends its in

fluence pure and unmixed . ” Deeply impressed ourselves with

the most lively sentiments of respect to our Sovereign, and sin

cere attachment to our most excellent constitution, we feel

anxious to see such measures pursued as will tend to conciliate

the regard of His Majesty's subjects, and strengthen their at

tachment to his Government. '

We beg leave to return our most sincere thanks to your

Excellency , for this condescending mark of goodness in thus

inviting us to lay before you our grievances, with the assurance

that they would claim your attention . And we also beg leave

to assure your Excellency , that it is with real reluctance we

trouble you upon subjectsof this nature, and that we shall ever

avoid doing it excepting when we think we have complaints

that are serious and well grounded.
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! It is with pleasure we observe that the situation of the

loyalists in this provisce has claimed your early attention ;

and weearnestly entreat your Excellency's further consideration

of that deserving class of subjects, who so well merit your hu

manity and attention .

We are ,

With sentiments of respect,

Your Excellency's most obedient humble servants.

CHARLOTTEVILLE, 1807 .
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( This was the Recantation sent, brit rohich none of the Grana Sury

could be prevailed on yo sign. ]

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

WE whose names are hereunto subscribed , were members of

the late grand jury for the district of London, are much con

cerned at the impression which their address to Mr. Justice

Thorpe has made on the public mind. It was far from their

intention to reflect on the loyalty or integrity of the late Lieu

tenant Governor, or of the persons placed under him in the

executive government of this province.

That it was their wish , and is so still , that the Royal

bounty in lands might be extended to such persons who had

faithfully served their King and country in the American war,

and who have moved into this province since the 28th of July,

1798 .

That it was also their wish, that such persons who, under

His Majesty's instructions, were entitled to lands, but who

neglected to bring forward their claims in due time, should still

be permitted to do so ; and that gratefully they acknowledge

your Excellency's goodness in lately having, with the advice of

your Council, granted that permission.

That the Address to Mr. Justice Thorpe was handed to

the jury at so late an hour, being about to be dismissed, had

not time deliberately and duly to consider the particulars therein

I
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contained , some of which they now on reflection highly disap

prove . That the answer from Mr. Justice Thorpe to their Ad

dress was received on or about the 14th of October, at Niagara,

by Mr. John Backhouse, and handed to Mr. Williams, (the

foreman ,) about ten days after ; that it was not by order of, or

knowledge of the grand jury, inserted in the newspaper.

The Members of the Grand Jury have only to assure your

Excellency, in the sincerest manner, of their concern for what

is past ; of their unshaken fidelity to His Majesty and his govern

ment ; and that they will, so far as in their power, contribute to

the peace and prosperity of this province.
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No. 12.

YORK , November 8 , 1806.

At a Meeting of Freeholders, held at Moore's Hotel, on

the 20th ult. for the purpose of considering of a proper person

to represent them in Parliament, WILLIAM WIL·LCOCKS,

Esq. in the Chair :-- It was resolved unanimously , that Mr. Justice

THORPE be requested to represent the Counties of York,

Durham , and Simcoe, in the place of our late much lamented

WILLIAM WEEKES , Esq . deceased ; where it was also resolved ,

that the Meeting should be adjourned to the 27th , and that

notice should appear in the next Gazette.

(Signed)
WILLIAM WILLCOCKS,

Chairman ,

At the Meeting, pursuant to the said Adjournment, the follow

ing Address was unanimously agreed upon :

To the Honorable Mr. Justice THORPE.

SIR,

OVERWHELMED with grief at the unexpected death of our

late able and upright Representative, we, Freeholders of the

counties of York, Durham , and Simcoe, feel that we have leg

lected our interests in the season of sorrow. Now awake, it is.

to you we turn ; notwithstanding the great portion of conso

lation which we draw from the dawning of an impartial and

energetic administration .

Fully persuaded that the great object of your heart is

the advancement of public prosperity, the observance of the

I 2
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laws, and the practice of religion and morality, we hasten, with

assurances of our warmest support, to invite you from your

retreat to represent us in Parliament.

Permit us, however, to impress upon you, that as sub

jects of a gracious and beloved King,--as a part of that Great

Nation which has for so long a time stood the bulwark of

Europe, and is now the solitary and inaccessible asylum of

liberty, -as the children of Englishinen , guided, protected , and

restrained by English laws,-in fine, as members of this com:

munity, as fathers and sons , we are induced to place this confir

dence in your virtue, from the firm hope that, equally insensible

to the impulse of popular feeling and the influence of power ,

you will pursue what is right: this has been the body of your

decisions, may it be the spirit of your councils .
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No. 13:

GUARDIAN , THURSDAY, Aug. 27, 1807.

Toshew thewarld the extent to which persecution has gone

in this province, the Editor promised a statement of the prai

ceedings on the indictinent for a libel against the Hon. Mrr

Justice Thorpe, and henow embraces the first moment of leisure

to fulfil his engagement.

The first part he has received from some of the Members

of the House of Assembly .During the sitting of the last session ,

Mr, M.Lean , who is Deputy Postmaster, and Clerk of the House

of Assembly , handed to Mr, Justice Thorpe a large dispatch ,

directed from the War Office, London, which , as Mr. Thorpe

was receiving , he called to Mr. Rogers and Mr. Washburn , and

requesting them to come near, he said , " Now I will shew you

" the state in which I receive my letters ; look , it is cut entirely

“ at the side ; you see, the inclosures can be taken out with

perfect ease, and put back.” At the same time, he took out

several letters from the side and placed them back . Then ,

turning to Mr. M.Lean , he said, “ How , Sir, can you account

: for this ? " To which Mr. M'Lean replied , “ he could not be

“ answerable for any such thing. The letters had passed through

the States and other offices, and had come in that way to

bim . ” Mr. Thorpe , turning to the gentlemen , said , “ I have

“ had circumstances related to me in this place, from my letters,

" before I received them, and , but a short time since, a letter ,

“ with twenty-five dollars, in notes, was entirely suppressed ."

Soon after the sessions closed , Mr. Thorpe wrote the following

to Mr. M.Lean :: “ Sir, I send twelve shillings, being the
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“ amount of your demand , and I hereby give you notice, for

“ your' own, and for the information of other postmasters or

deputies, that , if I receive any more of my letters opened, or

can prove that any more are suppressed , I shall give directions,

“ that such proceedings shall be commenced against you as the

" law directs . "

This caused great anxiety-an exposure would be dreadful

something must be done - the wise heads of York, and those

profoundly read in the law, after an abundance of cogitation ,

resolved , it was libellous. (A gentleman of the profession assured

me that he had seen a copy of this famous opinion.) Matters

being thus arranged, the manner of introducing it to the grand

jury , then getting it round, and lastly, having it postponed for

another court, so to keep it hanging over the judge until the

fittest moment should arrive, and a more pliable petit jury could

be found , were all points deeply investigated. The first day it

was hinted at in the grand jury room , but not much attended to ;

the second day mentioned again , with little more attention ; and

all business being over, the grand jury applied to be dismissed';

but the law officer objected , with stating to the court, “ that

" there was soinething of importance greparing to be laid before

" them ." The day, the important day arrived ; with great

solemnity the letter was introduced , and an affidavit made by

Mr. M'Lean produced . This was the only evidence on which

the indictment was to be found. Some few of the jury hesitated ;

but after the foreman had displayed much legal knowledge and

more eloquence, the Solicitor General was sent for, and without

any doubt'or dificulty , he declared itwas à libel. An indict .

ment was ready at hand , immediately produced , and found

and carried into court, without the name of any witness, or any

juror, except the foreman . The clerk , when he read , “ The

King v. Robert Thorpe, " really seemed astonished ; but the

Chief Justice, then présiding, appeared not in the least discom

posod, and simply remarked, it was too late to go into the trial

this assize ; ( it was not produced until the last Nisi Prius cause

was nearly over.) "However , some gentlemen of the bar inime.

diately sent off to Mr: Thorpe, who instantly came intocourt,
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and, after reading the instrument, hedid , in a most learned and

elegant manner, expose the ignorance and wickedness of sup

posing such a note a libel, and finding an indictment on it. ' He

demanded an instant trial, but at the same time called to the

Chief Justice toread it, and , to preserve the peace of the coun

try , to crush , on the instant, such a disgraceful and malicious

proceeding, by ordering a roli prosequi to be entered . The

Chief Justice took no more notice than to ask the very learned

Solicitor, if he was ready to go on ; but was answered by the

Solicitor, that he would not proceed in it, for he had never seen

it ; he knew nothing of the matter until that instant, and he

could not be immediately prepared for every presentment that

might come from the grand jury . Mr. Thorpe then arose , and

appearing highly indignant at such an assertion , desired the bill

to be handed to the bench, and asked the Chief Justice, if he

was not well acquainted with the writing, and if it was not a

regularly prepared indictment, which must have issued from the

Solicitor General's office. (The indictment was in the hand

writing of Mr. J. R. Small, who is Mr. Boulton's clerk , and

who had been clerk to the Chief Justice when he was an attorney

of the Court.) Here Mr. Tenbrooke (one of the Bar) took up,

with a degree of spirit and legal knowledge, what the Solicitor

had said with respect to its being a presentment. He entered

into the distinction, and proved it to be a regular indictment.

The Court gave the Solicitor until ten the next day, for this

intricate law point . However, when the appointed time came,

he was as little prepared, and declared , he was unable, on such

short notice, to contend with the art and oratory of the Judge.

The Court then adjourned for near three weeks, to give the

Solicitor sufficient time ! This was a great object, for they had

sent to Quebec for law opinions, and to Niagara for low learning.

However, as nothing could be found to support this malevolent

attempt, a noli prosequi was at last filed , and the jury warned

not to attend. It was then insinuated that this was done at Mr.

Thorpe's request. However, the public know too well their

lenity, love, and kindness for him , ' to credit such a report

for a moment; and, in truth , every one who knew the Judge

personally, was convinced he would expire sooner than bend ta'



such a request.; but he declared publicly in Court, when be

recommended to the Chief Justice to have a woli prosegue en

tered , it was for the purpose of smothering the ignorance and

wickedness of such a proceeding, and to preserve public tran

quillity ; but that, for himself, he would deprecate such a proi

ceeding, for, if it ever came forward, he would not only expose

it, but the authors, aiders, and abettors of it, though ever

so highly placed

.
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No. 14.

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN .

WHEREASHEREAS a goodly number of independent Electors fora

the counties of York, Durham , and Simcoe, were convened in

the town of York on the 24th of July, 1807 , for the grateful

purpose of taking into consideration the sufferings of the Hon .

Mr. Justice Thorpe, whose situation was represented by many

(not his friends) to be very deplorable ; and , after mature de

liberation , thinking it their duty , and feeling perfectly willing

to make restitution to the Hon . Judge for the loss he had sus

tained by yielding to their entreaties and repeated solicitations

for him to represent them in the Parliament, held in His

Majesty's province of Upper Canada ; and having thought

proper to make known the result of the meeting by an unani

mous Address to the Honorable Judge, wherein they expressed

the deepest sorrow for the treatment he had received , the san

guine expectations they cherished in his uprightness and perse

verance, and finally solicited of him to accept of them what he

would have received from Government had he not condescended

to represent them . And whereas, since the said meeting was

held for the above benevolent purpose , a number of persons,

some of whom are Electors and some not, have taken upon thein

to say and publish, that they do not believe, after strict enquiry,

that such a meeting was ever held , and if it were, that it was a

private illegal one. Therefore we, the subscribers, being free

and independent Electors for the said co!inties , who were pre

sent, do positively aver, that there was such meeting at the

time, and for the purpose as above stated ; and that the Address

to the Honorable Mr. Justice Thorpe did there pass in the form

and manner published ; and we who were not present do firmly

K
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believe that a meeting at the time, and for the purpose above

mentioned , was held by his Majesty's loyal, free, and inde

pendent Electors ; and being pleased and well satisfied with the

Address which passed at the said meeting, do give it our hearty

concurrence . In confirmation ofwhich, we have hereunto set our

names .

May God ever bless His Majesty King George the Third ,

and prosper his loyal subjects in all their lawful undertakings.

(Signed by 351 Electors,]

1
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No. 15.

GUARDIAN, February 26 , 1808 .

MR.R. WILCOCKS, Member for the First Riding of the county,

of Lincoln , the West Riding of the county of York, and the

county of Haldemand, was on Saturday last tried before the

Commons House of Assembly, for having made use of (in the

house of Doctor Glenning, of York) some disrespectful lan

guage of the Members, immediately committed to the common

gaol of the home district , there to remain during the sitting of

Parliament. We are informed by a Gentleman who visited

Mr. Wilcocks after his committal , that he was closely confined

in one of the cells, where every office of Nature is obliged to be

performed, there being no convenience.

We have not yet received the particulars of the trial from

Mr. Wilcocks, but expect them hourly, if he is allowed the use

of pen, ink , and paper. AH casual accounts perfectly agree that

he is most cruelly and unjustly treated . It has been stated , but

we will not say hy uncontrovertible authority , that no prosecu

tion would have commenced , were there notsome favourite Bills

to be passed in the House, to which Mr. Wilcocks was warmly

opposed ; he had also given notice that he would on Thursday

bring in a Bill to repeat the ever to be detested School Act ; but,

strange to tell , the day after he obtained leave to bring in the

Bill, he was sentto a dungeon in the gaol. Upon this extraordi

nary circumstance we shall , for the present, make no comment,

hut pass it over in solemn silence.

K 2



( 68 )

No. 16.

To the Right Honorable Lord CASTLEREAGH.

SOUTHAMPTON, April 27 , 1808.

My LORD ,

I regret very much not having received your note before I

leſt town ; but having waited a week without hearing from your

Lordship, I imagined your Lordship's time was so much occu

pied I should not have the honor of seeing you . My brother

forwarded your Lordship's note to ine, which I received last

night, on my return to my house, but too late to answer it then.

I should have been happy to have had a conference with your

Lordship, and to have stated (and I trust to your Lordship's

conviction ) the erroneous system adopted by the present Lieu

tenant-Governor in the government of the Upper Province of

Canada , and which I took the liberty of mentioning to your

Lordship, had created much discontent, and occasioned great

dissatisfaction throughout the colony ; since which time, I am

given to understand, the evil has been increased , so much so,

that the people had determined to send a petition to His Majesty,

but which had been unwarrantably and unconstitutionally put a

stop to, by a most violent proceeding, as it was understood any

man would be sent to jail who should sign any such petition,

thereby striking at the very root of the liberty of the subject,

since it is the undoubted right of the people to petition His

Majesty, and is indeed the most legal means to procure a redress

of their grievances.

I AM well assured , my Lord , that unless something be done

to tranquillize the minds of the people in the Upper Province,

that Great Britain will not retain that extensive part of its

dominions many years: It is not now too late ; and it in a great
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measure rests with your Lordship whether the colony be pre

served to the Crown, and rendered valuable to the mother

country , or whether its natural capability shall, by an in

judicious management, be rendered unproductive and burthen

some, and in the end bę finally lost to His Majesty for ever.

I beg you, my Lord , to consider that I am actuated by no other

motive but the good of my country ; and if I should be in the

least instrumental in the preservation of any part of the do

minions of the Crown, I shall think myself very amply repaid ,

besides the satisfaction I shall enjoy , should your Lordship see:

the subject in the light I do, of procuring happiness to so many

loyal inhabitants who reside in that remote part of His Majesty's

dominions, and who depend on the exertions of a few gentle

men (amongst the number I have the honor to be) to represent

their situations to the Ministers at home ; and, I must own , they

conceive great hopes that the Minister for the Colonial Depart

ment, which your Lordship has the honor to fill, woulch relieve

them , by sending another Governor to rule the province, who

might, by conciliatory means and constitutional measures,

reconcile the differences and disorders unhappily existing

amongst them . Let me beseech your Lordship not to be de

ceived by false representations of the state of the province ; it

was these unfortunate misreprensations of the Governors and

their agents which lost to Great Britain the Thirteen United

States ; and if too much reliance should be placed by the

Ministers here on the statements of those in power in Canada,

we shall have again to regret the loss of another and valuable

part of the Empire. Had I had the honor of seeing your
Lord .

ship, I should have stated much more to you , and would have

produced documents to substantiate my assertions ; but I have

already taken up much of your valuable time, therefore shall

subscribe myself

Your Lordship's

Most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN MILLS JACKSON.
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Nº. 17 .

Speech of Capt. BRAND, the Indian Chief of the Mohawk Nation ,

to Colonel CLAUSE, Deputy Superintendant GeneralforIndian

Affairs, Sept. 3, 1806.

YORK, UPPER CANADA .

BROTHER ,

The purport of the present meeting is to explain the cause of

our not having transmitted to His Excellency the Lieutenant

Governor, our communications through you , as the head of the

department , and for His Excellency's further information on

some other points.

1

BROTHER ,When we retrace our back tracts, and come

to the point from which we first started , we find that the source

of all our troubles is no more than the desire we possess of having

General Haldimand's Grant confirmed in such a manner as to

secure to us and our posterity the use and possession of these

lands.--- It is on this subject that we have had repeated councils

for ten years past , and yet this affair remains undecided .

BROTHER, WhenTeyoninhokarawen expressed a desire

to go to Europe, to serve in the war , we yet retained some feeble

hopes that the Government might give a favourable conclusion

y to our business . This, together with the haśte he was in to go,

prevented us giving him the regular powers in writing to act for

us ; the repeated obstructions we had met with have made us

unwilling he should go without some instructions . To this pur
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pose he was requested , should an opportunity offer, to make

full representation of our situation , and petition redress ; and to

facilitate such application, I gave him letters to my friends, the

Duke of Northumberland , the Earl of Moira, and Sir Evan

Nepean. In no point whatever do we consider Teyoninhoka

rawen to have passed the bounds of the authority of a Chief,

interested in the welfare of our tribes. He endeavoured to do

good to us, but injury to none.

BROTHER , You know that the Senekas were in the

American territory, and some of their Chiefs pensioners to the

United States ; that the Oneidas fought against us during the

war ; yet you countenanced these in their proceedlings at Niagara,

in conjunction with the disaffected from our settlements. You

transmitted these to England, as the unanimous voice of the

Five Nations, the purport of which was, to put me aside as a

Chief, and frustrate the endeavours of Teyoninbokarawen , by

preventing the equitable decision of His Majesty's Most Honour

able Privy Council.

BROTHER,We were not hasty in making our remont

strances on this transaction, but the injustice thereby done our

characters has compelled us to defend them . For this purpose

we gave you notice of our intended Council ; this without giving

any notice to us, the Chiefs of the Grand River , your going to

the United States, or your business, caused the first delay ; and

after your return , the Spring turned , and other occupations of

our people, with the desire we had of bringing all to a good

understanding, retarded us from coming forward (some time

longer), in which we meant to have attempted a full explas

nation .

BROTHER ,—You said that the Council Fire Place should

always be open ,
if you were not present youself. We went to

Magara, chiefs and warriors in all upwards of one hundred and

fifty ; we acquainted you with our desire to meet you in public

Council ; you deferred it from day to day, as you said waiting

the arrival of Mr. Selby. The necessity of delivering what we
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hadto say in the presence of a numerous assembly, the difficulty

of detaining such a number of people for a length of time, the

uncertainty of Mr. Selby's arrival, and his attendance having

never been particularly required at any time of our former Coun

cils, was the reason we urged meeting you at the Council House

on a certain day ; --for as you had not given us previous notice

of this your intention, we thought we had already went too far

to go back without speaking. We went there, and you came to

tell us that you would not hear us. We delivered our intended

speech in the presence of several respectable Gentlemen, of

which we sent you a copy, and request you will lay the same

before His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor.

BROTHER;. This treatment did not give us reason to

hope for an introduction through you to His Excellency, but

we considered it nevertheless to be our duty to wait on him ,

and to acquaint him with this our intention . A Chief was sent,

considering the channel of the Indian Department to be shut

against us . We were thereby necessitated to look for an intro

duction from another quarter.Mr. Wyatt being lately from

England, where Teyoninhokarawen became known to him ,

and supposing he inight be acquainted with His Excellency, we

took the liberty to request of him the favour of introducing our

deputed Chief, which he kindly did ; we think it hard he should

bè implicated for shewing us an act of friendship, which circum

stances obliged us to ask ; whatever fault might be in the deed,

none with justice could be imputed to him .

BROTHER , You have said we meditated the destruction

of the Indian Department ; in this you are certainly mistaken .

We have no right, neither have we any desire, to interfere in

any of His Majesty's appointments, any further than as their

conduct affects our interests ; but we wish to have our lands

confirmed to us, a just reward of our fidelity, and reparation of

our hopes in territory ; and we desire that the income to be

derived from a certain allotment of that land , may be guaranteed

to us, by His Majesty's Government, independent of that De
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partment. We formerly had communications directly with His

Majesty's Representatives. General Haldimand gave us the

grant without the interference of any Department.

BROTHER, -We have maps here to shew the extent of

territory we lost by our loyalty.

BROTHER, ---Unanimity has ever been recommended to

us by His Majesty's Governors, and notwithstanding the change

in our situation , His Excellency has the goodness to urge the

same advice, which we are sincerely desirous to take; but at the

same time have to request that an enquiry may be made, in aa

open manner, into the cause of its not generally prevailing at

present.

BROTHER , When we first obtained the grant of the

Grand River, and settled there, the Chiefs who had served

through the war considered it the interest of our settlements to

give portions of land to some of our fellow Loyalists, who had

suffered with us, to live among us. General Haldimand was

informed of this part of our conduct, and approved of it ; in

consequenceof which , these peoplebuilt there, and for upwards

of twenty years have been gradually improving their farms.

Therefore, in honour, we cannot allow that any Chief, living

within the American boundary, or any among ourselves, should

presume to dispossess them, and undo what we have done, and

which honour binds us to support.

BROTHER,“We request that you lay this before His

Excellency the Lieutenant Governot, who we hope may acquaint

us how far we are to expect redress.

We deliver this in behalf of the Five Nations inhabiting

the Grand River,

L
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In consequence ofwhat passed yesterday, the following was delivered -

the next day by Capt. BRANT.

THE respectable treatinent we were accustomed to receive

from our Brethren in our younger days, and that which was

shewn our ancestors, was very different from the expressions you

made use of to our faces yesterday. You said that we listened

to the evils Teyoninhokarawen prompted us to , and not to the

good you advised .

BROTHER ,“We must, in justice to ourselves and to his

character, inform you , that we never heard his voice in the

support of what was wrong, but in the language of friendship,

and as a Brother , we have heard him exhorting us to unanimity ,

to mutual love, and to a strict attention to our duty to God

and Man.

BROTHER ,We regret to say, that we cannot call to

our recollection the good you mention that you have advised to.

We sincerely wish that your influence had been exerted to pro .

mote unanimity and friendship between the two parties.

BROTHÉR,You are in an error to blame Teyoninhoka

rawen for the disagreeable subjects of our meetings ; the circum .

stances occurring are what is to be blamed ; you must know

that in honour he is bound to act in the situation of a Chief, in

which we placed him , in a public manner, and according to our

established customs.

BROTHER , We are sorry to be necessitated to mention

so many unpleasant things ; for you may be assured that we are

desirous that our characters may have justice done them, and

our affairs be placed in a satisfactory situation ; to effect which

we do not suppose you have reason to think we are attempting

you injury.

BROTHER , -If you will call together our tribes, and

cause to be discussed the errors of both parties, encouraging a

friendly reconciliation , we shall listen to you with gladness.
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No. 18.

INDIAN SPEECH..

To WILLIAM CLAUS, Esq. Agent for Indian Affairs,

& c. & c . & c .

BROTHER !

You will excuseus for so often troubling you upon the same

subject ; but having lately held a Council of our Chiefs on the

Grand River, ' at which we were unanimously of our former.

opinion, and resolved that Mr. Penfield should have the grant

for the township originally sold to Philip Stedman , and by P.

Stedman to Mr. Hogeboom , and by Hogeboom to the said Mr.

Penfield . Mr. Hogeboom having paid uz'a considerable sum ,

we should regret that he should lose any thing by us, and, front

a connection between Mr. Penfield and him, we think Mr.

Penfield the proper person to bave the grant, in order that none

may be losers, and that the community at large may know that

we deem our words sacred , and shall always (if possible) fulfil

any bargain or contract we fairly enter into, as we certainly

have in the present case with Mr. Daniel Penfield .

BROTHER, -With respect to the disposal of any moneys

that may in future be paid for lands sold ,by us, it is our wish

and desire that the trustees put out the money in this country ,

as the interest on the same will commence so much sooner, and is

so much greater, than if sent to Evgland. The propriety of this

experience has taught you , as it is such a length of time before

we can reap the least advantage from moneys sent to Europe,

and of course considerable losers, for instance, we have lost , or

at least bave had no account of the interest of 4600. 10s. H. Cy.

since the 23d of May, 1804 ,—and on the sum of upwards of

40001. H. Cy.since May 1505, on which we expected interest of six
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per cent, per annum, on a low calculation nine thousand dollars !

and instead of receiving six per cent. we need only expect four

per cent . from the English funds. All this we wish the trustees

to take into consideration , and to study our interest, as it was

for this purpose we nominated them, and not the Executive

Council, who now alone seem to take the disposal of our

moneys upon themselves.

BROTHER,—Having been long in an uncertain state with

respect to a deed for the residue of our lands on Grand River,

that has not been patented, we wish , and seriously request you

to let us know how farand whether his Excellency tbę Lieute

nant-Governor has it in his power to give us relief. If he has it

not in his power to confirm it to us by patent, we could wish to

know , so that we should not attach blame to where there is no

right so to do , and that we may then apply elsewhere for a

regular deed or grant for the same. The Chiefs ' hope, that

with respect to the land for which letters patent have issued by

authority , that the trustees do take immediate steps to carry

qur intentions and resolutions into effect, so that we may be

reaping advantages from our sales ofthem .

BROTHER, Weagain repeat, that in justice and equity

the land Block No. 1 , is the property of Mr. Daniel Penfield ,

and it is our desire that the grant to bim be compleated as soon

as possible , and that the trustees do take the proper stepsto:

have the same arranged, as wedo not wish, by quirks or quibs

bles of law , to evade doing him equal justice with any lord of

the land .

BROTHER, At the Council lately holdep at the Grand

River, I was, by the Chiefs there assembled , requested to deliver

you this their address : from their being at this timeof the year.

busily employed at home they could not attend here with me.-

I have therefore committed the same to writing, so that there,

may be no misunderstanding hereafter.

( Signed ) JAMES BRANT.

NIAGARA, July 2 , 1807 .
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No. 19,.

OFFICE OF COMMITTEE Or PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE.

Whitehall, July 25, 1805 .

SIR,

THEHE Lords of the Committee of Council for Trade and

Foreign Plantations having had under consideration various pro

posals for undertaking to promote the growth and manufacture :

of Hemp in Canada, I am directed to transmit to you herewith

a copy of their Lordship's minute thereapon ;"and Iam to destre

that you will lay the same before Lord Castlereagh , for his Lord

ship’s information , and for such directions as he may think fit to

give thereon to his Majesty's Governors of Upper and Lower

Canada ; and particularly, that his Lordship shonld recommend

to the said Governors that such parts of the said minute. relata

to the encouragement held out for the growth and manufacture

of hemp should bepromulgated and made known to the inhabis

tants of the said provinces, and, with that view, that such parts

should be read, from time to time, in the churches, after Divine

Service

I am, &c.

( Signed ) STEPHEN COTTGRELL

EDWARD. COOKE, Esg.

& c. & 6. & G.



( 78 )

No. 20.

The following Extracts are from the Proceedings of the Upper

Canada Agricultural and Commercial Society :

YORK , UPPER CANADA. I

01

At a Meeting of Gentlemen from different Parts of this Province,

held at Cooper's Tavern , on Saturday the 22d ofFebruary, 1806 ,

!

IT WÁS RESOLVED,

THAT from the industry of the people the power of the State

and the wealth of the subject are derived ; and agriculture,

being the happiest mode in which industry can be applied, we

feel it our duty to unite, for the purpose of promoting its ad.

vancement, and accelerating its perfection .

ang mga

That, to promote the design of this society fully , and to

obtain general information on the agriculture and commerce of

this province, a division of this society shall be formed in every

district, under similar rules and regulations ; and that a Com

mittee for each division shall communicate quarterly with the

corresponding committee in York, 'on the improvementsmade,

and the assistance wanted, in the various branches of agriculture

and commerce within their district ; and that subdivisions be

formed wherever they may be necessary and convenient.

TAAT each member, hereafter named for the different

districts in this province, be requested to call together such

persons as are eligible to form a division of this society in his

district.
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That the members will exert themselves to engage their

neighbours and acquaintance among the farmers to cultivate

annually a portion of ground (however small ) with HEMP, and

to report to the corresponding committee the result, specifying

the portion and quality of the ground, the expence of culture

and cleaning the hemp for market, and the quantity and quality

of the hemp produced, &c. &c.

That the unanimous thanks of this society be given to the

Honorable Mr. Justice Thorpe, (the Chairman,) for his laudable

zeal in establishing this society.

ADJOURNED to the first day of the sitting of the Quarter

Sessions ,

JOHN SMALL, Secretary.

FINVIS

Brodic, Dowding, and Loxford ,

Printers, Serum
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