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ME~ORANDUM FORM. KIRBY 

c.c. Mr. Pi-c:field 

Constitutional Update 

.Attached is a briefing update following today's 
conference call among the eight opposing Preffi~ers. 

Da:i.--win Kealey 



BRIEFING UPDATE 
to 1600 hours, October 14 

We have learned, through contacts in the 
• Saskatche1van government, that a degree of guarded optimism 
characterizec. the conference call of today among the 
eight opposing provinces. The eight Premiers have inter-
preted the Prime Minister's conciliatory comments to Premier 
Bennett concerning the Charter to mean that unilateral action 
might be forestalled provided that a consensus as to an 
acceptable package can be reached among the eleven governments. 

T;,e i'londay meeting is considered by Saskatchewan 
to be cn:cial as it will dete:r;riiine whether o.:- not the hard­
core opponents (Quebec and Alberta) can be persuaded to 
participate in·negotiations. The attenciance of Premie::­
Hatfield c:·t the meeting remains in questior. al though there is 
a feeling that Premier Davis will manage to convince him to 
attend. 

It would appear that the minim:im o:.::.:er acceptable, 
at least to the hard-core opponents, wouid co:r~prise a moCifieC. 
plan for 2 c;1arter (.tn opting-out provisio;:-. or, preferably, 
a. Charter li1:,ited ·to fundar11e:1tal and dernocra·::ic rig:"lts) and 
parity concer:1ing the referendum provision i:~ the a:nendrne:i.t 
formula. ·~".1hile there is a general i:1clii.1at.ion to atter~d a 

.Conference of First Ministers, so~e Premiers consider that 
the date of Oc·tol:ler 20 wo:uld be too early (al·t:-.ough no alternate 
has been me;1tioned.) This is not a firm vie·w, ;,owever. • 

Liaison/Dore/mk 




