Ottawa, 3rd July, 1386.

My dear Bir Jehn,

I beg to erolose herewith the letter from Mr., [
Richey. I thirk it would be unfertunate if he should seek
advice hersafter as to ths ccurse which he should pursue-
as, for instance, in relation to summoning the lsgislature,
We should, in oy opinion, as far as prssible, take the
1ine that the question of secession is one that the
legislature below has nething te de with and which ie fer
the Imperial Government to deal with rather than for us.
It would place our party at a great disadvantage in ¥, 8,
to have the impression estallished that cur government was
resisting the popular wish for disunion- or what appears
to be the popular wish, and, apart from party coneifder-
ations, the hestility of the country pecple, and their
prejudices, would be intensified by the getting up of a
conflict with *Canada® as the Upper Provinoces are still
called thore. If Mr, Richey were advised to yield to the
wishes of his Exeoutive he would perhaps be encouraged to
consider the subject as within the competence of his ad-
visers- if he were advised to refuse, the refusal- even
if he made it sppear to be hie own act, as a federal offioer,
would precipitate a confliot. It was of occurse most de-
pirable to advies him, as you did, prier te the dissclution
but now that he 1s fairly in the hands of his Council agaim
I think we should let them play their own game,

Yours esincerely,
Joo. 8. D. Thompesen

Rt.Henble
8ir J.A. McDonald, G.C.B, Ae.
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