
Gaera.l told us 1, wu Queen Anne'• •12d her 
heira' foreTer ,-I would hke to see him 1nth 
all h11 acamen and industry, work out the 
family tree which would make Non S:ot1&, 
even in lht.t cue, the property:or Q.1een Vic­
toria 

(The usual hour for sdJoa.rnment bavm~ 
come Mr Blanobard 1nt1mated that he wool l 
resnme hie addre!s in the morning ) 

The debate waB ad;ou rned 

~rISCELLAXEOCS. 

Hon PRov. SECT. announced the receipt of 
a draft for S520 from the Cvunc,l of the 
County of Ontimo in aid of the fund for t!le 
relief of dietres,ed fishermen. 

Hon. PBov. 8.&CY laid on the table ll1nutee 
of Council in refereDce to the appomtment of 
Lei?;islat1ve Counc1llore 

Als" & 11t11tement of the Trade and Com­
merce for the mnc mont~ ending 30th June. 

Mr. KmsTON a■ked the Government to lay 
on the table • statement ahewrng the a.mount 
provided to pay the first rn■talment and m­
tereet on $4000 borrowed on the credit of the 
Count;- of Victoria, alBo ehetiing how the 
road grant for 1857 waa expenc1ed for that 
County .. bow 1t wt.s drawn, and what num­
ber of Comm1Miona was iaaed 

Mr C.nrrBELL pTesented a pet.t1on pray­
mg that the priv1let?:et extended to certain 
port!!! by chap. 798 Revised Statutes, be ex­
tended to Port Hood 

Mr Prn.s:o presented & peution from D 
:\IcPhee, a fe:rryman. am~ remuneration 
for boats -which were loet in a heavy 21torm. 

Mr. NoRTBUP introduced a bill to enable 
the Com mi■aioners of School!, of Halifax, to 
erect a 1ohool houee on land demised to them 
by tb.e City. He ahm presented a. petition 
againet the bill Both were referred lo the 
Committee on Education He also presented 
~ petition from James Tucker and others, for 
a special grant for the road from Turns' B:1y 
t.-, Sambro 

Mr 1foRRI:30X pre1:ented a petition frf')m 
Charles Tur,:.er, &Bkm~ to be remm:erated 
for twine and rope lost in its transport by 
the Railway Department. The petition was 
referred to the Committee on l\Ianufa.ctnr~ 

Mr. CocHRAN introduced a bill to amend 
the Act incorporating the Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corpora.tion of Halifax. All!o a 
bill rebt1ve to the storing of 011 tnd Petro­
leum in the city of Halifax 

l\lr. CHA:-.rnEBs preeented & petition from 
the overseers of the poor of Truro, aeking & 
further allowance for the 6appo1t of tr&ns1ent 
poor. 

Mr. McDoN..lLI> asked the Government to 
lay on the table a 1tatement of the number of 
patients admitted to the Hospital for the 
Insane mince its est&bli!hment, and of other 
eta.tist1ca of the Institution. 

Mr. Pi~w a&kCild the Government to lay on 
the table all papers relatrng to a complaint 
made by - Fraser against l\fr Bigelow, a 
Ju!tice of the Peace for the County of Cum­
berland 

Mr. PURDY 11&1d that &PJ the 28th June last 
was a memorable day in relation to our pub­
lic a:ffam,, he would &t!k the Government to 
lay on the table an abstract of the Minutes 
of Council for th1t day, ehewiDg the other 

zs 
appointment.a then made, and, in addition, a 
!!tatement abewing all the appointmeng made 
hy the Bill-Blanchard GoTernment linoe lit 
July He s,.1d he would also reque2t the 
Government to atate their po1icy ill referenoe 
to tbe,e appointment,. : 

Mr Cor.ELAND presented a petition from .a 
mm -0wDEr of P1ctoa ukillg fot the opening 
of a road 

Hon Mr FEltG'C'SSON pr~nted a petition 
from Me1ara. McLean, and Carrie ukine an 
increase of pay. Also a petition from 1n­
hab1tan te of Low Point ank1ng for a road to 
Lingan. 

Hon Mr T1toor pre!ent2d & petitioI\ from 
Andrew Henderson for the opelllllg of a road 
Aleo a petition from J G. Ba.lcam et al tru,­
teee of a ecltool aection, for .a1d in erecting a 
echocl hoa8e inrtead of one burnt down. 

.Mr. DEsBRISAY pre,ented a petition from 
the inh&b1t&nt1 of Mill Cuve asking for a 
road. 

The House adJourned. 

WELSESDAY, Feb. 12. 

The Bouie met at 11 o ~clock. 
Hon ATTJR~li:Y GEsER.AL introdaced a 

number of acts t<' 1ncorpon.tt, .the EQreka 
Gold Mining Co., the Ontario Gold Miniug 
Co , the K1npton and Sherbrooke Gold Min• 
ing Co , the Wentworth snd Bberbrooke Gold 
Mining Co 1 the AJp·b Gold Mining eo. Alto 
an aot to. enable tbe nr,warde of the town of 
P1ctou to bor1'01r certain money. 

Mr. CA"YPBELL presented- a petition from 
l\Iargaree in reference-to money. 

Mr. HooPER, two petitions from Richmond. 
Mr. WHI:ra1 a. petition from D. McDouald 

and James MoNeil, of Liltle Glaoe Bay, with 
reference to • coal claim gn.uted 40 otbel'I; 
they ask compenl!l&t1on. The petition WH 
referred to the Committee on ~nes and 
Minerals. 

Hon. J. FnaussoN introduced a bill to in­
corporate the Glace Bay and Cape Breton 
Rall way Company A bill to incorporate the 
Gardiner Coal Mining Company in C. B. 
Also a. petition from the truateea of SchQols 
in Sydney, praying that no material cha12ge 
be made in the School Law. 

Hon. AT'IORNEY GENBB.At introduoed a bill 
to incorporate the Montreal Coal Mining A1-
soc1a.tion; a bill to incorporate the Ht.yden and 
Derby :\lmmg Co ; a bill to incorporato foe 
Mount Uniacke Mining Co. 

.JIB.. BLANCHARD'S SPEECH. 
(CO?(CLt'Dim ) 

The ad3ourned debate was then resumed. 
Mr BuxcHAitD rose and 11,id:-Lut even, 

mg, by the kindneu of the Go-vernment and 
the House, I wa! permitted the privilege of 
concludmg my speech to-day, on the very 
important question under conl!lidera.hon. 
Having now before me the full report of the 
hon Attorney General's rem11rk11, I sball 
proceed to notice it ae fuliy se po1111ble But, 
in the first place, I woald &lk l~ave to move 
the resolutions 1n amendment to those intro­
duced by the govertlment, which my hon. 
friend (Mr. Pineo) laid on the table on Mon­
day, for the information of the Houee. The 
followini are the re1olutione.-



To strike out ~l tlle word• Li"ter the word u that,., 
in the first llne and 1111)ult;ute the followlnr •-

l!Jt-l'lle l&w makln« power enramoe the ProTince 
or Nova 8cctla po1eeued a Lqialatare,~ubject al­
wa.1a to the Royal prerogaL1ve and conatitatlonal en­
e.ctmentt o' the Imperial Parliament whether exercis­
ed in reference to the exi1tin1 coutltutfon or to a.DJ' 
otbf'r ,ubject or a Prov1ocal character-ls, and ever 
b&! been vested, and er right ought to veat in the 
Lteut.enan., Governor, the Legbl&tive Couacd :uid the 
Honie or As embJ1 ror the time ~mg 

~:1d-Xhe n1ht or the Impen&l Parhament to pro­
nde, to chanv;e orto al~r ae ConsUo.!.,on er a Br.t1ah 
Provir:ce or Ooton, 1111odoubted1 hai, been repeated­
ly u:'!rcised &nd cannot &nd ought not to be called m 
question. 

3rd-The Re1olut110 et lhe 10th e,f April 1866 
which pused both br&nches or the !\ova Scotta 
Legislature, d,d not. nectaaarily contemplate & Con­
rtt1erat1on of all the British North Amenean Provinces, 
nor were the deJegate11 to be appolDted thereunder ln 
any way limited or iaat--ueted u to :bow many or 
which of the BrU11h llorth American Provinces should 
be mciuded within mch Confederwon Nor whe.tber 
Prince Edward's Island and Ne•rou:1dland ahoo.1d or 
should not be or the number Nor did the terms or 
tha.t Relolutlou require that ea.eh or the Colenlu 
1b.011ld be represented b7 an eqaal 01UDber or De­
legates. 

,th-That, before tile Committee or Pub he Account.I 
hue rei:orted upon the tin&ncnal cond1tun or the 
Province, and ln the absence of any reliable data to 
1how the elfect or the work.Ing ot the new const1~ut1on. 
t.he Bnt111h North America A.et, 186i, and Her 
lbjesty'1 Proclam.a.t1on thereunder, have not lteen in 
oper&tlon 1ufl.clent17 long to warrant any author1ta• 
Uve e::rprea1lon or opinion on the part or th11 Legisla­
ture. as .to the e.trtet to be produced upon Canada, er 
aa7 ProVJnce or Canada, muth le11 to JustJ'J an a.1 
1ertlon that 1t,rUl r&Juce the ProTinee of Nova Scotia 
w the de~ed condition of a dependeno::, or Canada 
-Nova. BcoU~ bd.nc by the Act in queatlon a con-
1t1tuent part or Canada, with a fair represtntat.ion in 
both branchea or the Caaad1an Legislature 

6th That the Rs1lway Jebt or Nova Scotia m. the 
yea.r 1863 amounted to $1,000,000 upon which mter­
ett w&1 chargeable and paid at the rate of 1!11:z: pvr 
eentam pa- annum, amounllnit to $240,000 That the 
policy or the GnernmeJJt and Legislature baa been 
since thea largely to mcreate Lbe pubhc debt and ex­
pend the amount borrowed 1n the construction of Rail­
ways and other public 'tforks. That t.htt !11:::ded debt 
or the Province H now $3,000,000 and upwards the 
infereat upon which amounts now to $180,000 and np­
wa.rds, whtch, 1! w l:htish North America A.et, 1867. 
had never paned, would h&ve necessitate a very coo­
sulerable nse u1 the ta.rill' of N na 8cob.A, even 11 there 
h&d been no falling off In imports, or a greatly-d.unUl 
ished vote for the public sernce 

6th-That tun•amenta.l and material changes orthe 
Constitut1001 ofBnL1"h Pronnces both In the E.aatern 
and Western Heauspherea have from b.me. to time, as 
occainon required, been made, as well by the Imperial 
Parliament, M by Despatches emanating from DowIUng 
8treet-an<1 the Oonatitutton or Neva 8colla. gu:irantee-
1ng Responsible Government as 1t has existed, a.nd M 
present e~iatl, and In many other or 11! moat impor­
tant features resta upon the authority of Deapatchea of 
auccesuve Secretaries or State for the Colonies. 

7 That the L'!g1alature of Nova Scotia. m the Ses­
sion or lSl67, recognized lhe British North American 
Act or 1867, and C'ha.pter l. after providing for a reeon-
11truction or departmental ofllce1 and the sala.ry or in­
cumbents in Section 9, apecl&lly refers to said A.et as 
about. t.:> 'be broaght into full opera.t10n by Her lf.aJes­
ty's Proela.ma.t1on," chap 2, pa.ued dnring tho nme 
Session reducing the r.umber or representatives 10 aoy 
fntare Hot1se of Assembly. adapted the Loe 11 Constl 
tut1on to the cond.tion or thmga Chapter 8 di•a.bles 
Sena.tora a.nd Members or the Bouse of Commons or 
Canada. to hold aea.ts in the Leg1sl<1.tn,.e or Nova. Sco­
tia and Chapter 17 prov1de11 wher~ ,ne election or 
members to serve 1n the House d c ... m "Jons of Canada 
and the Lt>g1slative Assembly, 1s to b~ hPld 

8 That the exprnswn or opinion on. tht: part or the 
Nova. 8cotu1 Leplature or the date of the 10th April, 
l86e5, ' that \t was deauable that a Confederation or 
the Briti.,h ?forth American PronBcea should take 

place'' W'&I u much a conat.ttutlonal decla.ra.tlon tfUle 
then existing Legislature, and entitled to u m12eb 
credit u any mbuquet1t contradictory decla.ratlon of 
the preaent or &DJ' future Legislature ca.u be 

9 That, ho•enr desirable it. may seem ta be, 1t baa 
never been held euentl&l to the valld.ity or conatitu­
tlCna.1.ty or an Aet of Paril&meot, either In a Brlt,1h 
Prov1.:2ce or in England, that it. should first be submit­
ted to aad obtain the a.sHnt or the people at the po lJ1 

10 Thatthe people or Non Scot.I.a have e·nr been 
C)n1p,euo,1s ror their loyalty and attachmem. to t.he 
Bnttah Crewn and tbeir obedience to the Iaw1 or the 
Empire. They have ever had the pro~etlng arm of 
the m.gh!.1eat o&t1on rn t.he world t.h;-own arcund them 
l'heu· ,eaco113t1 have beell Jea Ol.tly guarded by a Bn­
tu:1h navy and thetr prioc1pa.lclty gazr111ened, rortiAed 
and protected by Br1L1sh troops, all at Imperial ex 
penae. Ihey have no rears, therefore, that Great 
Brit.a.in. w1ll invade their rights or n::ff,ct 10Juat1ce upon 
them, or suO.'<!r 1t to be done by oth~n 

11 ID view r:f the de'enceJe,s oond.1t1on or the Pro­
vince or Nova Scotia unsupported by Imperial aid in 
case or h')st1le a.Uac"' from without th,s Legislature 
gratefully appreciates the interest dusplayed on the 
p.ui or Her M.ajeety'1 Government, and cb"erfu.Uy 
recognlzea the rh;rht and tte .. ju3t authority" referred 
to m the despatch or the Right Hon Mr Cardweil, 
P.nne1pal Secretary er St.ate for the Colonlea under 
date of June 24 1886, in which, amonp; other things, 
it 11 declared-'• Loolung to lhe determmatio11 which 
this coaotry hu ever exlub1ted ts regard the derence 
or the CoJoniea u a. matter or Imperl&l concern the 
Coton·es must reeogn1~ a nght and even aeknowJeijga 
an oh1lgatton 1ee::11abent upon the Home Government 
to urge with earnestness and Just authonty the mea­
sure• wh1ch they consider m01t exp::d1ent on tbe part 
or the CoJonie!I with a vunir io their own defence. Nor 
can it be doubtful tha~ the Provinces or Brit ah North 
America are incapable, when aepa.rate and divided 
rrom each other, or ma.king tho!'e Just and dflclent 
prepa.rat1on11 for aatlonal defence which would be easily 
undertaken by a Prorinoo umtiog 10 it.self a.11 the po 
pula.tion and all the resourcets or the whol"' " 

12 That 1r 1\ be the opinion or H~r l\hJeat,'~ GO:t'­
ernmeot and those whose previous mlhta.ry training 
quall6.e!! them to 1pesk ,nth authority upon the sub. 
ject, that a Confederation or the Bntish North A.men 
can Prov1Dcea was prudent a.nd detirable and reqtrl1ite 
for their defence aga.nst any aggressive roroo from 
without that might be aimed at them or any one of 
them, then 1t is the duty of every loyal subJect to re 
1per-t that express1'ln of optolo:i. t, co-operate with 
Her Ma.1esty'i. Governmeir."- t, maJte all reasonable 
aacnft-:es in order to preierve l~,e existing oonnect1on 
with the fatht!rland, and che~rfa.lly t.o aid m mould­
ing the ms:.1ts.t1ons of the country in the manner best 
adapted to s~cure s > desirable an obJect 

13 Ts.at a! regards the co11ne adopted by the G<,-r 
etnment, a.nd Leg18la.ture or !'iova Seotia to bring about 
a 'Gnion of the .British North Amerlc.m Ptovinces, 
it was under the 10struct1'D~ and as nearly as .;oss1~J.t. 
ia accordaoce with :he recommendation or Her Mafes­
ty'11 Government, as set forth 10 a. rl~pa.tch dl\ted the 
the 3rd day of December, 186.f., written r..ner the sit. 
ting of the Q-:iebec Conference, and addressed. to Lord 
Moock as Governor-G~neral, etc , etc , in which. 
among othe-r thmgs, occuni the fJllowrng -

"lt appear-a to them (Her M.a1esty's Government) 
therefore th&t you should now take 1mmtd1ate mea­
anrt:S to concert with the L1eutena.nt G.vtfm,,rs (r the 
several Pr.::ivrnces for submitting to the respe"trve Le 
g!.sl&tures this pro1ect cf the Conference And if, aa 
I hope, you are able to report thl!lt these Le«-1slatures 
saoct1on and adopt the scheme. Her Majesty's Gov 
ernment will render you all the assistance lo their 
power for e&rtJing It lnt:i etrect. It will probably be 
round to be the most convenient ccu..."'Se th&t, m con­
cert with the Lieutenant Governors, you shon.,d aelect 
a deputatioa of the per!ons best quahf!.ed to proceed. 
to th11 country, that they may be prPs'!nt ctu"lng the 
p~ep,1,r:\tIO"l er t!le B1 I d.Ld to g1Ye t > Her MaJ~ty's 
u.;va,,me ,t tht. heoefit cf their coci:ist-1 upon H.OY 
r::ue~t1•J which ro 1y 1H1sc du•t:J:r ~be passage oC the 
x:::::ea.su~e through t~'! t~o llou3e,1 of P,uhament" 

Aud this rec)mmendat•on was but the embo:llment 
and reiteration • ! the sent.ru.cnts o! Her , aiest.:,'s 
Governm.tnt as delivered by the la.te Duke ot New .. 
ca.atle expressed m rela:.ico to the same aubjeet, and 



to be foUDd in a detpatcll to Llte .Bari of Hnlgran, 
dated the 8th da:r er July, 1882 After ttfernn,; tc 
some ■uch cot.rerence o-r consu.!t&tlon u th&t held at 
Queltec, Lhat great ,tate1m&Il and frleDd of t.be colo­
n1ea rtmarked ·Bat whatever the result cf ,uch con­
sulte.tion mtght be the moat satt!fvtory msde or te,t 
tag the op1man cf the people o! Drltlsh North Amer1~ 
e& would probabl7 be by mun• orruolat!on or ad­
d.-- propeoed to the Leg11lature of •aeh Prov,nc:e by 
Its own Go.e"'Ilme.nt " 

from him when he nya a confederation la not 
stable-that a fedenl democn.cy cantrot 1110, 
ceed In my jodgment there a no tyranny 
on e7,rtb. eo abaolule aa that which can be 
exerc1,e,I onder a pure democracy. Under 
this aystem liberty may be CT!llhed, and no 
remedy or appeal allowed to the citizen. 
This has been e.umpJified lfithin the put four 
years 1n the United States; the Haf>ttu Cor­

l regret that in tire dil'Charge of what I pu. Act bas been arbitrarily euipended; and 
con11der to be my duty, I have made these we have aeen 13 or 14 State!! kept out of Con­
retolution1 more volum1Dou1 than I ever gress, and unable to le!{11Jate except in &O• 
made any before. My excuae i■ that the cordance with the 1risbeii of the dominant 
party I repre11ent feel 1t neceaary and proper party. 
to state their ca1e as fully a■ po111ble, and I am not go1ne: into any lengthy 11rgutnent 
1how the country the grounds upon which on this BUbJect, but I will ark the Hou■e to 
they oppose theresoluhon1 introduce!! by tb.e con11der whether he has not him~elf ■hown 
Government We shall not have the advan- that a Confederation is calculated to make a 
tage poSBellsed by the Government of ha.ving country i.reat and powerful What doe, be 
delegate■ to explain our c11.se fully i11 E.ng- 1ay in the ■ub,equent part of his 1peecb ! 
land, and therefore find it nece11ary to make He ■ays 1f the United State■ only settle their 
this amendment somewhat longer than they internal difficulties they will become one of 
would have been under ddferent c1rcnm- the greatest, 1f not the grt!at~t, nation on 
1tances the face of the earth. He baee1 that anertion 

The Attorney General 1t1ted, I perceive by on the enormous progl"eS!I of that country 
his speech, that be would probably add one within the last forty or fifty ye7.n A ehort 
or two other resolut:ons to hiupeech. Now, time since the whole world looked on with 
l feel we will be at ■ome disadvantage 1f we contempt whilst a nation of shopkeepers en• 
are unable to give tbel!e new re1olnttons that tered into a ciTII war; no one believed th•t 
full consideration which they may demand the contest would la■t for any length of time. 

(Hon AnoRnrr 6£111;:RAL here read the re- But tb.e world ■aw armies BUcb as it never 
solution ■ ID question.) nw before, not even in Napoleon's day) 

Mr BLANCHARD cont1Dued-l am glad that What enabled that country to send into the 
t!Ie Attorney General hu given me an oppor, field itB troops by hundreds and tboasand1, 
tnnlty of learning the nature of the new re- nay by m1lhons? What was it that enabled 
solutions which he intends adding to those them to raiae the money required to meet 
previoualy introduced. I now pass on to re- their enormous expenditures? The fact l1 
vtew the lengthy 1peech of the Hon Atty that under a Confederated Democracy they 
General in openmg the debate I need not bad been growing with a rapidity ■ucb a1 
eay anything 11.1 to the introduction of tbs.t the world had never ■een befor~. I am t'.>ld 
speech, for there i• not a 1entence in 1t with by the organ of the Government that I am 
which I cannot agree I concur mo■t em· crammed for this occasion I will undertake --
phatically in thl! declaration tbatthe bappieet to ny that no member of the Governml!)lt----­
and free!t people in the world a.re tbo1e who will dare, in this Hon!e, to repeat_what'tlieir 
al'I! most obedient to the law. Then he went organ bas tauntingly said_ -BllJto continue, 
on to ■peak of the want of a Court of Im• the Attorney_Geatt1rhu said that 1t was 
peachment for pohtical offenders This 1s the the_diffietrlt1e1 in connection with State Rights 
!!r■t time in my hfe that I ever heard Qf_ any- -tliat gave rise to the war I differ from him 
ms.n Jivmg under a BritiBh -eon!lilution ad- in a good many respects. In the United 
_vocs.ting •ny-other Court for the trial of inch States the Pre1!dent appo1Dts hi1 own Cabl• 

· offenders than the High Court of Parliament net. which holds office u long as be chooses, 
it1elf to which every member i1 responsible If and though a maJor1ty of both Houses enter­
I trangres■ the rules of this Honse, or d0 any- tain opintons different from theae gentlemen, 
thing contrary to it1 d1gnity,-1f I offend yet they may contrnue in power Look at 
agamst the laws in connection with any pub- the position of the pre1en~ Congrers-enga• 
lii;: duty, here 11 the tribunal to try me Up- ,ged ID a heated con/hct with the President. 
on you, ■ir, and the gentlemen around, will A great difficulty has always been the 1rre• 
devolve the dutyofpuni1hing me consi1tently press1ble conflict between tbe North. and 
with i!-8 power We nave ne:ii:t from the At- South, on the quest10n of slavery But let 
torney General a panegyric upon our own me tell the Attorney GenEral that we are not 
con6t1tution a, well as upon the framers of the oonfederatea as the United States There 
Amencan constitution The faalts of th.e latter were originally 13 1ndependenl; State, b 
were pointed out to a certam extent, and the oar condition analogou! to that of tho!9 
beauties of the conslttution under which we States' Tbe ban gentleman coniplai:is th~t 
n:ave hved was beauhfally eulogized, and we are not 11a independent as an Americ~n 
with the1e sentiments I can find no fault S•t.te, ~hmc for mst~nce Now I have no 
The Hon Attorney Ge11eral declared that the dee1re to see this country annexed to the 
grekt fault of tb.e Amer1csi; ~.-~tem w&e that Umted State!, neither do I wish to see 1t 
1~ was a democracy and llo confedersc;,:-th&t placed in the position of &ny State of the 
tt W&ll qemocrahc 1n1tead of monarchical- Union When we go into the United States, 
that 1t WllS a f.ederal rnatead of a leg1elat1ve we nnci the States'poseessmg different U1ury 
union. I agree with him on tbe fint point Laws. Each Su,te again has different regu­
Democrat,c institutions are the last to which Jat10ns with re11pect to the franch11e. No­
l would wish to resort, but I differ in Iota thing of that kind exitt! in our ■ystem We 
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have OJle V.rur;v Law, one ou Manage 
and Divorce,. e11e Oil the 1UbJeo.t of Crime, 
snd IO on. u If we have to Join the 
U. B.", asa the hon gentlem&n, "Nov& 
Scotia would poue1s all the freedom that 
eYeey St.ate of the "Cnion poueasea We 
would han the choice of our Governor,, of 
oar· Sena.tore, of our Legl1l1.tore, and we 
would have. the power of eelf-ta:n.t1on in the 
~hest degree" Sorely he, the Tery cham­
pion or C0Daenati1~ is the laat man that 
would promulgate auch a doctrine a.a that 
the. peopie ihould appoint their own Govern• 
ore a.nd Senators. instead of the Queen. But 
do the people govern the United State■ more 
tha.n the people here? No, sir. I undertake 
to eay, not as much. In the U.0ited Sta.tee, 
the Cabinet, when once appointed, 18 no long­
er under the control of the people an~ their 
repre11entat1vea But "' we a.re governed by 
a little knot of Executive Councillors." It 
is a knot of councillor1, at all event.a, who 
posaeu the confidence of the people. Sup­
po1e, for the aake of argument, that to•mor• 
row this ,weeping measure was granted~ and 
we were placed where we were before. Who 
would impoae the taxation upon this coun­
try 1 Would it be this Hou11e ? It would be 
this House tbeorehca.lly. Would 1t be the 
people? It.w-0uld be tlaeoretically. It would 
be the Legi,la.tnre representmg the people, 
and the Government representing the House 
Generally, 1f not invariably, tbe ta.riff h, 
brought down by the Government and ie 
eligh:tlv, if at all altered, by the House. We 
were, therefor~, a1 much taxed by s knot of 
Executive Councillors JI.I w2 are now. 

I thank Heaven as well as tb.e Attorney 
General for the benficent rule of Her MaJesty 
l\nd the eovernment which surround her 
throne. The hon. gentleman then goes on to 
aay that we h&Te to approach Ministers very 
different from those that were in power in 
the time of George Ill, .and I admit th11 al10. 
"Her MsJe:ty ," we are told, "took the os.tb 
that she would rule the country a.ccord1ng to 
the laws, customs and at.a.tute11 of the realm." 
Now one of the etatnte! of thi11 realm is this 
very Confederation Act, and certs1nly we are 
bound to respect 1t&e well as Her M&Jeaty. 
Then we are told-"Look at the 1nJuries done 
to the province within the lut six months.'' 
See their hberbe11 taken away, aee them tucd 
by a foreign and ahen Legislature; see their 
property ta.ken a.way from them, &c " Are 
we taxed by a foreign and alien legislature ? 
Are we taxed more unf&irly than the State ot 
Maine which has in a manner been brought 
;nto invidious comparison with us ? I hope 
the day will never come when we will be ta.x­
ed 1n the manner atated We have a GeDeral 
Legisl•tare meeting on British soil and com­
posed o! Brit11h 1utjects; we have a. repre.11~ 
t&hon in tha.t body. though 1t may be amall 
Now I take such language a.s tb&t used by the 
hon gentle.man, as simply a flow of idle 
worda. But then aome c,f the de!egatee 
ought to be hanged, accordrng to the hen 
gentleman; they- would certa.mly not be per .. 
mitted to hve in some countrtes What 
country ia meant? The very country tbat 
the hon. gentleman ha, been bringing into 
iovidioue comparison with us. 

The hon. gentleman goea on to tell us that 

he doea not believe that the high-minded 
Britiah Government and Parh.amen1 WJll re­
fute repeal at the instance of this Legi,1latr,e 
body If it should be the case u:hat thett" 
That i1 an exprees1on which we ban heard 
all over the face of t!us country for the last 
few months. I believe more stron&ly than 
the Attorney General beheves the very reverse, 
that Repeal will not be hetened to for & tingle 
moment. And what then? Ha.ve t.be go• 
vernment or any of those who are agitating 
thil queation con11dered the po11tion that they 
will occupy. In a pa.rt of h1• sptech the At­
torney General nya something a.bout the 
British flag being taken away from this 
country, and another subahtuted-tha.t •uch 
an occurrence would be a dU'e calamity. I 
ask the House to consider whether or not 
there 1s being 1pread abroad in this country, 
from one end to the other, • feeling that 
may, in case Repeal is refused. lead to con-
1equencee which I do not like to contem­
plate. I feel it my duty as a member of this 
Honse, to uk my fellow citizen, to pauae 
and consider if tlmr request should be re-
pealed. "What then?" -

The Attorney General said t'br.t ]J.e had ta• 
ken great paiD1 to ascertain the grqunds on 
which we hold the present constitution of 
thi! country, and he went back to tba, 0 old 
timea" of this colony. In- the time of George 
II. a colony called Grenad& h&d a charter 
granted to 1t by the kiDg, but three months 
afterward1 a.n act was. passed im_poaing cer• 
ta.in taxes on the country, which a.et wa1 de• 
clared by Lord Ma.mfield to be illegal. No 
greater man ever adorned the Brit:sh bench, 
no man ever made more miatakea than Lord 
Mamfield. I ask the hon. Attorney General 
whether the principles in respect to libel 
which that em1nentmanfought from court to 
court, and in the House of Lordi, would be 
tolerated now. Under th&t doctrine more 
tyranDy was committed than had ever before 
been committed 1n the Annals of BritISh 
Jurisprudence. But suppose the Parliament 
of England had imposed a. tax on the colony, 
would Lord Mansfield. have dared to oppoee 
it? There is no such case Oil record. We 
ha. vc only this instance of• king, aft2r he 
had once delegated hie authority coming for­
ward and 1mposmg thi1 tax. Formerly, it la 
true. sh.ip money and tax.ea wer9 levied hy 
the king; but they were 1hewn to be uncon­
atitutional and irregular. I know the love 
of the hon. Attorney General for old time1. 
How many peraona would now like to submit 
to the charter referred to by him? I will 
come to times after the charter had been im• 
proved, and what happened then? We had 
40 me!l s1tt1ng 1n this Legislature and 12 mt­
hng m the other,-wbo were characterized 
aB twelve old women. They at with cloaed 
doors, and allowed no person to know what 
was going on. Theae twelve men controlled 
th11 country-impo!ed and collected every 
penny of taxation Yet the old charter must 
be irre-vocable Cannot a. constitat1on that 
has once been granted by the king be altered? 
Many of thel!le charters were formerly granted 
to men to manufacture certain artlcle,, to 
have an excluifrve right to them in certain 
lQoahties. It was contended that theae char­
ters were irrevocable. When 1t was found 
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neees1ary that there 1bonld be !<>me power 
to alter the!e charten, by Wilham and 
Mary, chap S, the whole col!trol of all such 
m&ttere w&e given to Parliament. Yet Wlll 
the Attorney General or any other lawyer 
ver8P.d 1n conahtut1on1l law tell me that the 
High Court of Parliament had not the right 
to alter the charter grven to Lord Cornwa!­
lts. Then lt ~ him go to Ja.ma.1ca, 1f he de­
nte8 Jt, and what do we find? The whole 
cbs.rter of th&t colony was swept away and 
changed by t::ie Pa1 h,ment of Grest Bntarn. 
Sor 111 that ail D1d not t!:ie Parliament in• 
terfere with the coneiltut10n of Sew Z-ealand 1 

Did 1:ot they go to South Afr1c:1 and um~e 
the two countries into one? Ten or fifteen 
year8 a.go the eeparat~ L~g1sl&hnee of Cana 
da were swept away, and the two ProvrnceB 
united &11 one. 

The .Attorney Geperal says that "Queen 
Anne became the abl!o1ute owner of .Nova 
Scotia, and 1t doe! not belong to t!i~ people er 
Parliament of EDgland, who bad no more to 
do with 1t than the people of Turkey." If 
th&t were true we would certainly be in a 
nice pos1tion-2n1bJect to the caprice of the 
governing powers of England, 1nth nothmg 
but a flimsy charter between us and the mon­
arch of the realm We have a noble status 
-we hve under the ebadow of the British 
Crown-ucder the Bh11dow of the Britieh con­
st1tnhon and British Parha.ment-wc are not 
subject to the mere caprice or whim of any 
e1ngle peTliOD. To tell me tha.t the P&rlia­
men t of Gre~t Br~ta.m ha11 nothIDg to do with 
the Provmce of Nova. Scotia. is to tell me what 
no sen11ble man can believe. The Pa.thament 
has the power which it ha.a continued to ex­
ercise for the bs:: century whenever the Im­
penal interests are affected. I speak now 
within my own recol!echon I had the honor, 
when a young man, of being one of Her Ma.­
Jesty's Collectors of Cu11toms under the Bnt-
1eh Government-commissioned to collect 
certain duties imposed by Imperial statute, 
and w1th which this Le~1sla.ture had notbic.~ 
to do Yet the Hon A~t:>rney Gzneral w1she:! 
to go back tJ the or1ginsl chnter The 
money c1J.me back, 1t 1s true, bu~ for 
what purpm,e? To pay the Judges and 
other public officers whore salaries were pa.id 
by t!ie Brih!!h Government 1hey never gave 
up the right, until at last the duties became 
too small to pay theie salaries Thtn came 
the great fight on the Civil Vst between this 
Province and the British Government. At 
la.st we bad to agree to fix the ss.laries of the 
public officers at certain sums before the mah 
ter was settled. Not until l&st year were we 
allowed to touch the matter 3gam, and deal 
with. 1t as we might thmk propel" Yet, sa,,_ 
the Attorney General, the British Parliament 
has nothrng to do with the Province. 

The hon gentlem11n az!erts that the#day 
the King signed th3.t chuter, a.nd sppended 
hi! Great Seal, he ~ave up the authority to 
make laws to t!ic Legu,1ature Unquestion­
ably be did To make la;vs, how? Suh;ect 
to his own approval-to his own veto '.l.'h:1.t 
is the power which the Queen eti11 po!ee~se~ 
Did he eive them the exclueive power to make 
laws? Ee retained the right for the Imperial 
Government of mskmg laws whenever the 

~ 

Imperial intere1t1 rtquired 1t. H is not. a 
dozen years since a large proportion of the 
shipping were taxed by an Imperial ata,ute 
for the erect·on of a hght hoase at Cape 
Race. There i! not a 1b1p that comes into 
this harbour, or goei into a foreign port, but 
1e controlled by an Imperial at&tate. Our 
st1t.1tes in connection w.tn t-'lat matter are 
not re~arded, our shipping act 1s not of any 
value beyond tbe borders of Nova Scotia. 

I am ,orry that I cannot follow the Attor­
ney General through hia valuable diecoune 
upon pol.t cal economy. He says that the 
free tr&de pohcy of 1848 was an 1nJury to this 
country-that 1t fett1!red trade, and led to a 
great de&l of d1fficnlty. I differ from him on 
thu1 point also. Never waa there a greate:­
boon conferred on tbe Br1t11h Empire. Eng­
l&nd said to the Colonies· 1mpo1e what dut1e1 
you t!lmk are ntces11.ry, bot you mtl!t not 
m~ke any difference between duties on Ame­
rican goods, and thoec from Engl~nd, or 
anywhere el1e That pohcy, for a ume, led 
to 1ome hard1hip; 1t prevented our ~oode, 
for s time, gomg into the West Indiam.arket 
It wae neverthele1s :rn eV!dence of the genius 
of England She ehowed the world what the 
enterpr,ze and energy of her cap1tahets en&• 
bled her to do, but the .A.tt:>rney General •• a 
protectionist of the old 11chooJ, and cannot 
appreciate this wise and 1ud101ous policy of 
the mother country. But had England no­
thing with us when ehe pi!ted the Act in 
quesnon? What right had she to !&Y that 
}ou shall impo!ecertam datirs? What right 
had Bhe to v10l&te that musty old parchment 
found l!omewhere in the arch1vee of this 
building? The Imperit.l Government then 
told these Colonies, 1f you paee an Act con .. 
trary to our policy, we shsll veto it, and the 
Colonial Governors were in8tructed to reserve 
their aseent on &11 such mea.eure1. 

The hon. Attorney General goeii on to 1&y 
that 1f the time Ehould ever come when the 
flag of Great Britain shall be lowered on 
Citadel Hill, and the fbg of another n&tion 
ra111ed m it! pls.ce, 1t woald be a t1me of dire 
humiliat.on. If that time should eTer come, 
he went on to say, and the Umred States put 
ID po!seEsion of Halifax, it would become a 
second Gibraltar. Why we are now a G1b• 
ra.ltar as far ae the strength of the fortifica­
tions go-our b&rbour is more 1mpregn1Ple 
than nny in the Umted States. Let any of 
these gentlemen take a walk to the Point or 
go acrog8 to McNab's Island and see the ad­
dit~one that hne been made to our fortific:,.... 
t10n, w1tb1n the last few years. Halifax 
would now be & far more difficult place to 
t&ke th~n the City of New York. The hon. 
gentleman s11ys that it would be a sad day 
wben the Americans obtained poues1ion of 
.No.a Scotia So 1t would be; but let me tell 
the bon gentleman that though Great Britain 
may often-perhaps too often for her prei­
t1gc-presen ta. peacefal attitade; yet let the 
fhg of Annex:stion be once raised in Nova 
Scot1s, and every acre of the roil would te 
delu!?:ed with blood, before she woulJ allow 
t~us province to be yielded to any foreign 
nat10n. I am not afraid that the flag of any 
other n:1.tion will ever float over thu1 country 
e:xcept the flag of England; but what I fea.r 



is thu if a 1erious cry ofannets.tion ahoul:l 
enr be raised, and the 'C'nlted States 1hould 
enr interfere in thia matter, :Sova Sootla 
W1ll be ruined, since her £011 Wlll be the arena 
of confi.1ct I agree wits every word that the 
bon member hu l!&id about the ~reat lose 
that Gre•t Britain would suetain if she lci:t 
Nova. Scotia-for 1t would be a heavy b~ow 
to her marit.1me mpremacy Knowing that 
Great Bntain would look on 1t in th&t as• 
pect, I feel 1he would epend m:lhons of trea.­
nre before ■he would euffer tbl.8 province :., 
pan away from her 

The bon gentleman 1&ys that the House of 
Alaembly paeaed & resolution antb.orjzmg a. 
delegation of an equtt.1 number from each 
Province, and that all the proceedmge were 
11lega.1 unlen this principle was carried out 
Sow the fact is that the resolnt100 only says 
that each Province shall h&ve an eqi.Jal ioice 
It made no difference whether there were six 
from one Province and ten from another,­
whenever any queahon came to be discussed 
each of the Provinces bad but an equal v01ce 
and equal vote. 

The hon. gentleman hs.1 11uddenly fallen m 
love 1nth a Legislative Union I don't d1ffer 
from him very much, but l am sure his 
friendl!I will not agree 1ntb bun What han 
they been 11ay1ng over thiB country for the 
Jut two -years? We will be swamped in the 
Geuenl Parliament, because our represent&· 
t1on ie only 19 in & House of 181 members 
But remember we have now a. 1eparate Legill· 
lature, to which 1s entrusted the manage­
ment of many very important pubhc ques­
tions You ha-ve now charge of our mmes 
snd mineral,, educs.t10n, crown lands, and 
other matters affecting the people, but let 
the principle of the Hon. Attorney General 
be carried out, and wba.t then? All these 
1mport&nt mattera will be taken away from 
u1 and <mtrueted to the Genera.I Parh1ment 
Do the gentlemen who !!Upport the Hon 
At~orney General agree with hu:a on this 
point? 

I have been taunted w,th being in a. miser­
able and mean minorit}·-with being the re­
preseDb.hve of only a fraction of the county 
which !ent me here. But my hon. friend 
from Cumberland, as weli as m)eelf, feel tbs.t 
we ha e a greater ree ons:b1ht th 

am repre8enta ive o 1' ,500 votere 
1n the Provrnce of No-va Scotia It :s true 
th&t the vote cast on the other side was much 
greater; the J)eople, 1n the exercise of their 
con1htutional right, 1wept out of inght the 
members of the Government wh1ch had pro• 
moted Confederation, but I am not aaba.med 
that I stand here the representative of a frac­
tion of the people under tho!e circumstances 

ee I 1 JU8 l 

the great body of men whose repretJent3,ti\"e 
1 .happen to be; b"G.t all I can esy is that I 
have done mybtat to promote their mtereEts 
and discharge the duty devolving upon me 

Afternoon ~essioo. 
PETITIONS 

l\Ir KIDsTO)i presented & petition from B 
and l\1. Morrison and others for a money 
grant; also, one from 1\fc~l11l&n a.nd others, 
also, one from Alex. McDonald and cthere, 
a.Ieo, two from Big Interval 

3Q 

llr. DICKIE pre1ented a pet. :.1011 from the 
Fruit Gro1Jers' As1mciation 

The :1d10urned debate wa.s resumed. 
:\lr P1vE0 sa:d-I beg permie11on to tiecond 

the amendment which bas been moved by the 
hon member for Inverneee Ai anotller gen­
tlemt.n had the floor on the a.djournment of 
the Hou!e I will not now oceupy the t1me, 
but will re,erve my obeerva.hons for another 
occaaion 

:J.IR • .Jl6RHl~ON,~ ~PEECII. 

llr. :MORRISON raid-In ri1iog to addre!s 
the House on t:ie question now before it, I 
may say that I am labarmg under the same 
ph;11cAl d1sadvantage1 of which the hon 
member fer Inverne11s c0mpb.med; bat the 
duty which I owe to the people demanda that 
I 1hould meet 1ome of the a.rgumen ts u!ed by 
that gentleman on the spur of the moment 
The hon member told us that he was unwell, 
but he did not tell us the ea.use of his 11lnees; 
I feel confident 1t hu been an abscess, fiUed 
with 11Iogica.l matter, Judg1n1; from what es­
caped h.11 hp1, and I trust that ha.ving got 
rid of euch a quantity of terr1bl~ matter, he 
will, u he certainly should, regain hie 
wonted health I will be under the neces1ntv 
of reading his speech bsckwards m the com­
ments which I shall make upon it The firat 
thing, theref..:>re, I shall refer to will be abont 
the last &entence he uttered, when he told 
us, in bold language, tba.t we would not ~et 
& repeal of the obnoxious 'C'nion Act. Be 
was ten thousand time• more confident that 
we would not get repeal than the Attorney 
General was that we would ~et 1t; but was 
that all? No, air. The learned member waa 
not only positive in h1s aesertiona, but he 
was defiant a.nd threatanmg m his tone, and 
he told us that before Engl&nd would consent 
tJ Repeal or to our separation from the Em­
pire 1he would drench the eoil of the whole 
Dominion in blood That language reminds 
me of the bu1ly1ng which is heard in other 
Parliaments than thu, What are we about 
to do? We are about to approach Her Ma­
Jesty the Queen 1n a !!tmple and constitution• 
al way, asking her to see that the Common, of 
England repea.L the act which confederated 
us to Cansda.. Bees.use we make that plsm 
and honest request it 11 1n2muated that we 
are a.nnexa.tion1sts, for that 1s about the pur­
port of the language tbi1t wa.s used. I aaeert 
with as much confidence as he displayed that 
this Confederation Act will l c the very means 
of accomplishing a separation from the ::Em­
pire and our annexation to the U oited States, 
-1f that event should ever happen-for I be­
lieve that a love of annexation principles ui:­
derhes the whole of the proceedings on which 
that act i! based It 1s becaU!e that ie my 
belief that I oppose the meuure as strenuous. 
•j as I do. If the act be not repealed it i.s my 
conv1ct10n that circumsta.nces which we c&n• 
not control will carry us mto the ne1ghbor• 
rn~ Repubh\!. 

The hon member ha.a told us that the Im­
perial Parha.ment ha1 s. right at a.ny t1me to 
step in and alter our con1titut1on ~- th 1s 
much I will grant him that when the neces­
sities of the nat10n require it, the Parliament 
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:nay have a. right to e&y ue, we C.'lnnot 
keep yon any longer in your present con­
nection, we muet c~t you off. But I deny 
the right ot the Imperial Parh1.ment to follow 
os after that connection has been broken, 
and force us into an obnox1001 po1ntion 
against our w11I I aay to this Hou!e, and 
to the ]ieople of tb1a country, that 1f ehe doe!I 
do eo it w1tl be an anconstltuhon&l act on 
her p11,rt. snd a perfect breach of faith with 
the people of this country. We are to1d in 
the firBt clause of the amendment laid on the 
tible by the hen member, that Sova Scotia 
baa the ri,zht to make lawe by her Parha­
ment for her own people,-1 go w1t!l the 
hon. member there;-it !l&}l!I further that she 
ought to ha.ve that r1ght,-l go with him 
tnere aleo,-but I a1,k has the Parliament of 
Sova Scotia m&de this Confeders.tion Act' I 
deny that 1t did, it never pueed through our 
Houee, therefore 1t is no l&w of our ma.king 
The legielatore who are elected a-re the m~n 
who have the right to make law! for the 
coulJtry m which they are elected, and no 
one else hae that right The men fleeted 
mu!t ma.ke the lawfl, they csnnot dele~a.te 
the power to ano~her body I deny tha.t two 
Parhamentf! can hold the s&me power,-we 
ha.ve no autbonty for 8uch a. propoe1hon, 
either in th:e moral law, etatute lsw, or com• 
mon la.w: or in the divine law, or the law of 
nature;-& man cannot serve two masters,­
if the power has been gr,en to the Parliament 
of Nov& Scotis to make • law, th&t Parlia­
ment may make 1t aubJect of course t:> the 
seaent or diin,ent of the authorities in Eng• 
l&nd, that i1 the constitutional check pl&ced 
on oar legislation, but no other Parharuent 
can have the same power at the same 
m~ment Something h&a been nid in reply 
to the remark of the Attorney General a.bout 
eur having no court for the trial of poht1cal 
offenders, and the hon member for Invernese 
eays that th1e legi11lature is the court,-but I 
ddfer from him there There is such a. court, 
and the people of Nova Scotia 00Det1tute it 
They have given our late political offenders 
a tr1sl, and have consigned them to oblivion 
as politicians forever, and in that they exer• 
c11ed a most righteouB Jndgment 

When the hon leader of the Oppm1ition 
ea.me to refer to the Republic on our weetern 
border. he grew highly eloquent,-he ewelled 
h1meelf almost as big as the frog in the fable, 
and talked about the tremendous democracv, 
that had 111epended the Habeas Corpus Ar ,t. 
It i1 true that in the United St:1te11 that 1 ... et 
1s suspended, and why 7 Because over a 1 .ail­
hon of men were in arms, and no one Jr new 
from what quarter the next bayonet t' .iruat 
would be made on unoffend1ng oitizeDr ,; but 
l8 there no other part of the world m which 
that Act is suspended? W1ll 1t be r ..elieved 
that the Habeas Corpus Act is suepe .nded in 
this mighty Dominion 1 And wb at 18 it! 
Government afraid of? Notl of the bayonet, 
but of the free ex:preH1on of the o _pimons of 
the people of Nova Scotl& The G overnment 
of the Dominion are smoothmg the way to 
throw us into prison and keep u• , thl're with­
out.a trial if we should r1.ise & mr .rmar against 
their acts of tyranny. A gr e&t deal has 
been ta.id from time to t1 me about the 
United States having confe4r ,rated, and that 

m&tter wa.a referred to by the leader of the 
Opposition to-day It 11 true that th<m! 
.StJ.tee did co:1federn.te. and why did they do 
so " They had no nationality-thPy h&d to 
confederat~ in order tha.t they might become 
a nation There was no !Och necessity m our 
cue, for we were patt and pa reel ot the migh­
t• est Empire in the world Oar new con1t.­
tution makes us, not u was the case ,nth the 
old co1on1es, a new and independent nation, 
but a. mere tmb co:ifedency, taking ua away 
from the b0som cf the Empire 1nz~ad of 
drawing us more 'Oloeely to 1t Bot the hon 
member !aid ths.t !omebody outlide this 
Houie asked •' If we ca.nnot get repeal, what 
then?" Th~ hon gentleman spoke as if 1t 
were ret.lly wrong to ask so simple a ques­
Mn ,-be as1mted in taking away our con1ti­
at10n, and now he wishes to eilence enquiry, 
-he would not only manacle our h&Dds bnt 
ae11l ow..- hps Sarely a Nova. Scotian can aek 
"wh&t then~, as well &ll a man in &Dy other 
pa.rt of the world But there 1s another qnes­
t10n I would hke to uk, and 1t is . If we get 
..rep.'eal whst then ' That ii & question which 
the hon member for Inverneee will be more 
dttply interested m When he goes down to 
face his md1gnurt const1tuent1 they will 
show him " what then n In epeakmg of the 
change m our constitution the hon member 
told ua that no such question wss ever sub. 
m1tted to the people at the polls lie muBt 
have a very l!hort memory, and I could not 
help thinking~ as he made the remark, of 
what old Doctor Hend~reon 1a.1d, when h11 
neighbor's pigs got mto the field,-" I turned 
them out,'' za1d ~, 0 a.nd told them not to 
come bsck agAin., but I find they have very 
bad memones; they all came back again, and 
now l'H take a gun and, farth, I'll help their 
memoriea" No 8UCh question BUbm1tted to 
the p,.!ople at the polls' Was it not done 
twice in N<'w Brun11w1ck in ret&tion. to this 
v !ry qu~• .. ion? Were not the people of Prince 
J ;dwiml leland allowed to pus upon it? Was 
aot Nev,fvundland allowed to say whetherehe 
wished to _ come in or not? Yet that right 
-wae denied to Nova Scotia. and without caet­
ing any reflections on the other Prov1nce1, I 
!IlltJ eay th&t our people poseez11ed &fJ much, 
if not more, intelligence tha.n tho15e of any 
o ther of the group of colon1et1 Aye, sir, 1t 
wa8 because they had more intelhgence tha.t 
the right wae withheld from them. 

Was not the questwn of annexing Ireland 
to England eubmitted to the people ? Yes; 
and when the people of Ireland refused to 
aocept the measure at the polls, Engbeh gold 
was 1e11t in to accomplish the work, and the 
rights and rntereata of Ire!and were ucrificed 
by her legielators And yet/the hon. gentle­
ma.n stands up and a!ke if ever such• ques­
tion was submitted to the polle In the 
course of bis speech he said th&t Sir Robert 
Peel had declared tha.t Parlis.ment was bound 
tJ set an example of w1~dom, Justice and 
good faith. I th&nk birr1 for that reference, 
&nd I say well would it have been for tbia 
country 1f the lats government snd legisla­
ture had followed thr .! advice of Sir Robert 
Peel. Before I concl ude my remarks I will 
show that that g-o vernment and legislature 
acted most !eoliahJ y, with the greateat iDJaB­
tice, and 1n -viol .ation of every particle of 
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faith ,rhich they 1bould have held 1500d. I 
think I can shew that tht government vio• 
lated the pledge• which they bad given in 
their deepat~hes, end acted in such a treach­
erous manner that if the mO!t simple b&8ket­
maker, the mo!t fallen fishmonger or the 
most humb;e hod-carrier in the land had 
broken pledgea., and de1erted the interests of 
h11 muter io fnlly a! they d·d, there is not 
& 1oc1ety of chimney n,eeps in the Brit:1h 
Empire but would kick him from their com­
pany. The hon. member for Inverneis told 
us that the constitution of I:ngland h&d been 
changed by the emancipation of the Cat ho­
lies Was that a great chani::e of the canst:~ 
tution such as the present one' :N"ot at a:i; 
it was only s1mpiy tskmg &WI) 11, re,1giQUS 
d1sab1hty. 

But the hen gentleman said t~at the Pu-
1:&ment of England took no step 1n this mat 
ter until our own Legislature had dea:t with 
:t That br1Dgs us back to the a,sertion that 
our people had a right to m-ke any law af• 
fe~t:ng t:ie,r own ir,t2rests, the check being 
the w1thho;d,ni; of Her )l•JeEll 's -u!Bent. The 
theory is, that ~ova Scotia, b&,ID!; t:ie 
power, moved firBt for snch an act, and th&t 
Great Bntau: fo.Iowed ID the wai.e We will 
ex&m1De that theory pre!ently, but in the 
me&ntime let us look a.t another 1llaatration 
that wa.s brought forward-that of the Eni:; 
lish Reform B,ll Pa.rl11.ment, 1t 1e true, 
paued t:iat men.acre, but what other power 
could have done it' But th:,.t was not a 
change in the conet;tutwn; :t did not de­
prive any cla!s of people of their rights-it 
merely a;ided to the rights of the subJect. 
That 1s a d.st:nct10n which I wish kept 
clearly 1n ·new Xot one of there acts denu­
ded the peoJ,la of England of any rights or 
pr1v1lege~. Then, 11,i;a1n, sa to the repesl ,;f 
the Corn Lsws-d1d that mea6ure transfer 
the revenues cf the country to another Gov• 
ernment' True, 1t might for a t,me cripple 
tbe revenue, but the people were w11lrng and 
able to bear the lo,~ And tnere 1s another 
point here which I v.11h to press on your 
attent10n were any of there measures car­
ried against t::ie W18hes of the people of Eng­
land? No, but in obedience to their com­
mande, while the Act of Confederation has 
been forced upon ue despite the strong 
remonstrances of the people. C:i.thohc Eman­
cipation, the Reform measure, and the repeal 
of the Corn L&ws, h!\d been dcb,.tcd for 
years, elect10n after elect10n had turned on 
theee queat1ons, and the men eleet2d to eup, 
p'.nt tbe leg1s!at10n which wes sccompLshed 
We, on the contrary, bad no opportun,ty of 
choceing our representatr,es with the ,.ew 
to any such rban!;e m the eoutitu•10".l That, 
I think, IS s full answer to the ari;ument de­
duced from para] el ci.s2s C1rcum~acces 
alter c&ses. Tbe ~rn1stry of Eng-land could 
not, on sny one of tho,e mea.eures, have 
stood 11, week 1f they had not bowed t0 the 
will of the people, but here we had a :'.11,nis­
try standing m defiaoce of the people, and 
1Ds1strng that the people had no voice m the 
m&tter. 

I as,ert here that our rights were h!.nded 
over agsinst our w11!,-we were made depen­
dants of Canada, ai:d I aek if any such ex• 
ample can be found in Eogluh history? No 

sir, no euah aet ,rae ever don~e before by the 
British Parliament, a.nd I defy the hon 
member tJ point me to an inat&nce of 1t We 
know that the de1pollc autocrat of RuH11 hu 
w,thlD the lut four years hbeuted twenty­
s,x m11l10na of 1erfa, g1 ,1Dg them a certain 
meMure of pol,tical freedom &nd other privi­
leges. Braz I, 1notber deipotic empire, has, 
with:n the last four ) ea.r, liberated three 
m1lhons of her slave! ,-the Great Republic 
lyIDg on our western border, has Just come 
through the most terr,b'.e rnter nec1ne war 
that wws ever ras;ed in 1he world, a war in 
which she drenched her h,I,s a.nd valleys with 
human blood to !:berate four mi,Jions of her 
slavea,-but oh, e,r, tell 1t not ID Rus111,­
procla:m it not 10 the streets of Br&z1l, or on 
the housetops ,:,f Amer,c:a., that in England, 
the boasted as,),lum of liberty, an Act ,r&a 
passed ID the teventh decade of the n1Deteenth 
century that makes 3'.i0,000 Br1t1sh freemen 
British serfs We are determ1Ded to relieve 
ourselves from that poe1t,on of ~erfJom, 1nd 
because we do so we hear all □anner of in­
!IDUations brought agaiD8t us. HavIDg 
now, as briefly aa I could, rev,ewed the 
speech of the hen member for Inverness, I 
wul turn ID) at ent,on to the 5UbJect more 
1mmed1ately under d1eco~s10n I must here 
expre,a my deep regret that t!le Imperial 
Parliament thought proper t.J pan an act 
that has brought the people of this country 
to the ,erge of a crme which is unparalleled 
1n the history of Br. t eh North America 

Smgle-handed and alone, Nova Scotians, 
by indastry and economy, hs.d elented their 
country to 11, po•1tion that was enviable in the 
e, es of their fellow-colonists, they could 
po1Dt w1ch pride to the rapid aducces which 
they had made ID m!iterial prospenty as well 
&s to their lo,alty and attachment to the 
throne of Great Britun while cher1sh1Dg 
their own free 1Dahtut10n1. They could pomt 
:o noble public work, which had been ls1d 
d 1wn in the country, while they bad b2en 
ever ready to meet m t!le most prornp: m!ln­
ner ail the local dem&nds of all the:r mdus­
tr11! claeses ,~ ith a tn1ff lower than that 
of any of the other Provinces of Bnt11h 
Amencs, they had provided abundant1y for 
the educat,on of the )OUth, t~e maintenance 
of the roads an.J bndgee, and of sit tee other 
public sernces The moral cbaracter and 
law-:1bidmi; d:epos1t10u of our people, to­
gether w1th•t!le soundness of the mercantile 
and banking rnstJtuuone, had made .Nova 
Scotians respected abroad, while the i;eogra 
ph1cal pos1t10n of the country, Juttmg out 
rnto the bosom of the Atlantic, with magnifi­
cent barbors.spread over fae seaboard, and 
open to the shippmg at all seasons of the 
) ear TI::e richneEB ot our mine~, abound1Dg 
ID almost every county of the Prov1Dce, to­
get:ier w ea. the Vil.at amount of our commer• 
cial tonna8:e, all combrnr to make .Nova 
Scott& an ob;ect of pride to her people, and 
the brighte~t gem ID the colomsl posse1s1ons 
of the British Empire With tb1s state of 
things the great body oi the people were per­
fect,y content, but ID an ungu&rded h 0 ur an 
unnatur?l h:i.nd was bid on this prosperity, 
and our rnst1tut10ns were swept away 1n de■ 
fisnce of our constitution. '.lhe wrangling 
politicians of C11n&d11, not content with thell' 
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own concht..on, and by mismt.n•&emeni hav­
ing brought tb.emaelve1 to a dead lock, con­
cen·ed that the on!y way of reheY1n~ them­
telves wu to come down on the Mar1t·me 
Provu1ce1 and drag our people into their 
~r(Hll .Accord1nsdy they came here. and 
some of our own pollt1c.a.ne, full of ambition 
and lu!t of power. aided by the indifference 
and hot-baste..of t'le Brit:1h Home of Cam• 
mone .. obts1ned the en11.ctment of a. law which 
took from us almost all our r1ght1 and pr!• 
vilege1 We have been !mb;ected to the do-
41.Int.tion of Cana.d:1, s.a I will 1hew by an 
extract from the speech of one of the mem­
beu of the Ott&wt. House of Common!. Mr 
Harrison 1&,d .....: · , 

' Can&da bef'ore Confederat10:1 b:i.d not more than 
i34,5i5 men between the ages or 20 a.nd 60 but s.nce 
Confederation we have not len t!Jan 6a3 567 f.ghung 
m':!n. We have added not less than 1,000 COO or ~n-
1mmen t& our whole popula.tion and not less tha~ 
lC0.000 fighttng men to our m .. 1tary etre::igtb. Bes1d~s 
we have [acquired ~eat 11trenith on the sea, where 
we were 1n most need or atreo11t.h Befo-e tne t;:1100 
we had onl.7 5 95~ aiulors, and most or these on our in­
land waten ~ ,),r we can boa.at c,f ~8 360 aa.1lors, and 
when we shall rave Newfo11ed1and as a member ot our 
national partnerah,p we sh3.ll ha.ve tb kss than 66,· 
9J8 sailors, and so become one or the great m1mt1mi, 
powers c,f the world Be'ore the C'mon our ah1pprng 
wu represented by a tonnage or 28i ,181 tons, 'bu, 
now we can boast or 708 4Zl tons, nearly as macbi aa 
that cf Fra.nce with a population or 3~,000 000 (l:fu:-
1,ter or Ja.st1ce-Oar tonnage 11 as larg as that or 
.France Mr Harr11100-U we could now c':la.nt New­
fouadl&nd and Pnnce Edward Island as rarta or our 
1Joa:un1on, I beheTe 1t would be u large, bat w1thcat 
tbote Provmcea•I thmk our toonai;e 1s a 1.ttle less 
than that or France)'' 

Thua we r;ee the almighty "we'' !hcking 
out of enry psrt of the speechee at Otta. ws. 
The tone of the C!.n&<.hans i11 "oh, be quiet, 
snd we ms.y m od1fy the ta.riff for you " Is 
not this the language .of the cllptor to the 
capt1 ve? It certainly is, and the Ca.nad1s.ns 
did not spare their p&ms to let our people 
see tnat they ieg3rde,l us as captive~ And 
~et .. s1::.-, I regret exceedmgly to flnd that 
there 1.s s r.an of ~ova Scotia birth who 1s 
w1ll10g to stand up on the floors of Parlia­
ment and vind1ca'.e &n Act which brings 
!Uch degradatio on our people 

I will now, s1r, pat before the House and 
the country 21everal extracts from deepatchea 
which, I believe, will put the question m a. 
clearer light tb&n an:rth10~ that I could 
say upon the subJect. The ta!k will be, no 
doubt, to m; he&rers dry and tedious, but I 
hope I m&y be rntlalged with attention The 
first proposal in reference to Confederation 
we find came from tb.e C&na.d1an Government 
m a. despatch asking l\laJor General Doyle 
whether tha.t Government would be permitted 
to appoint delegat::s to confer with thoee 
appointed by us on the subJect of & Marmme 
Cn10n. Sir Rlcha.rd Graves ~IacDonnell hav­
ing assumed the reine of Government here 
very shortly after the rece1pt of that deE­
patch, returned this answer to L9rd llonck 
with. the &dv1ce of his Council -

"I can asl!ure :your Lordsh1p of the ex­
treme pleasure which 1t will afford this Gov­
ernment to confer unoffic1s.lly with any Dele­
g&tea eent from Cana.da It is. however, ne­
ceHary to remind your Lord1hip that no Re­
aolntlon has yet been passed by any of the 
Legi,,11.tures of the Maritime Prolinoes, 

authori1,n1 the &pponitment of Delegatea for 
any pnrpoee but ibat of coneideling eome 
plan for the t:nion of ibe three Provino~,. 
Therefore. neither I nor my Mini!try hal'e 
tae poiar to eo beyond the exact peu:en 
conferred by that Re!olut1on ,, 

There we find a du,tinct adm1i!ion that the 
Government and the Delegates h;;o.d no power 
even to d11!cun the l!UbJect of the larger 
union without the authority of the represen­
t&tives of the peop1e. On the 18th July., 
:S6;j, Governor MacD0nnell Fent a del!p&tch 
to ~lr Cardwel1, some extra.ct3 from which 
I will al10 read -

" I ha\'e conrulted my Executive Council 
on the queEt·on. and the liemben concur 
with me 1n thmkIDi that the Re1olo.t1on or 
the Leg1slature,wh1ch author1sea the appou1t­
ment of Delegates to di2cuss t!ie Uu1on of 
t:ie Maritime E~tern Provinces, confers no 
Fower to d1scu!I officia.lly. the largerqueation 
embraced rn 1':>rd ~lonok'! enquiry" 

"Ha.vmg signified to my Mmu1try my w1l­
hngl'.?.~8 t:> appoint Delegates to melt thoee 
of New Brunsw,ck and Pr1nce Ejwa.rd I""' 
land. it seems proper ths.t I !bauld c~ll )Our 
&1tent.on tJ • lJe~JJa.tc'l uf rt.e 27t:i of Janu­
ary, 1860, marked c::iofident1:1.l, and a.ddre.ss­
ej to my predeces!0r by h1s Gra.:e t~e Duke 
of Newcastle. In that D~sps.tcb. ht! Grace, 
whilst apparently expreeemg no dusopproval 
of the discu1!Slon of such. a qu~ation ae that 
which 1s now 1cmment, concludes witl t?:ie 
following 1netruct10n 'Prcv1ou11 to sendn:ig 
D~le~stes t'.) Quebec or elsewhere, fu~h a 
propos!.l !!h{Juld not be authorised by your­
self without previous commun1cat10::a. wuh 
the Secretar} of State, in order tb&t the 
question of the De!egatee, and the 1netruct1vn 
to be J!iven them may be known beforehand 
to H )1 Government ' " 

There we had &garn a rMogrutio::i of t::ie 
,l)eoph to heud through their repreeentat1ve8 
\Jtefore the appointment of a dela.gat on, and 
an ad:mai:,ion that such an appomtment c,Jnld 
not be made without the s3nct1on of the Co­
lonial Sec:.♦etar; f urt::ier on I find t.he to -
lowing clause 

'I::i the mea.nt1:ne I venture to 1.dd, rn re­
ference to tbe sugge11t1on uf Lord .:\lonck, t!:ia.t 
1t seems premature to diecur.s the luger qaee­
tion of• l:n1on of the five ProvIDces before it 
can be ascertamed whether the three small:.:r, 
who11e intereets are more 1mmed1ately and 
mor,ev1dently connected, can be induced to 
combine m lcloaer connection I apprehend 
th&t the more hmited proJect, 1f practicaUe 
a.t all, s.1 I hope 1t 1s, 12 all that can be man• 
aged for some time to come, whilst 1f the 
13.rger proposal be attainable, and be desira­
ble, lts adoption will eventually be in th1e 
way much fac:htated. I think 110, because & 

Umon bt:tween two commun1t1ea, which 
would be all that would then remam to be 
accomphabed, will assuredly be a !tmpler 
question to arrange than a Union between 
:b.ve &! a.t pre!ent " 

Tha.t was the language which the Lteate• 
nant Governor. by the advice of his Connc1l, 
held in 1864. Again, on the 18th August of 
the same year Governor llacDonnell 11el!lt a 
d e.spatch to the Secretary of State, in wh ioh 
~e ea.y1: 
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~, I e.xpia1n.,d that the Legwataree of the appomtment even after faey had ind11ctd 
Maritime Provinoes bad not autbon:ed d1,- H11 Excellency to nonunate the delep.tes-
cuuion by their deiegate1 of any queat10n ex- who had been at Charlotteto•n Bat there 
cept the union of thotie Province,, and that 1! 1ometbing a l,ttle more anrpn11ug to 
although it would ;atford tb1e G0Ternment come C'nder the date of the 3rd October we 
nmch p1eaau:-e to receive and confer unoffi- floj Hu, Excel1ency sa.;1ng in & despatch to 
c1ally w.th a.oy pa.rt.e1 &athonzed by Canad, the Govern0r General 
to d1scuse a. larger que!!tlon I could net "I ba.ve the bonor to Eta.te. for your Lord-
clothe the delegates of .Son ScotJ& wub more t1h1p's ~nform1.t1on, that I have la1d your 
extensive authority than ta.at already con Deapatab 11nd it! enclosure before mx,- Mm1s-
ferred by the Legislature." try. and I have appo1nted the Hon Prov1n. 

Here. agam, wu t.11 acknowiedgrne.Ilt of cial Secretny. the Hon. Attorney Genenl, 
the niht of the people to deal with thequei• the Hoo R B Dickey. the Hon J McCully 
tion through the Leguiiature Ag&1n, be and A G Archibald. E~q • to for::>. a Depu-
saf.! ta.fton to meet the Del~ates from the other 

u I a!ways epoke hopefully of greater u.. •• Bnti!h Provincee 10 C n1ference at Qaebec. 
ted action, on the part of t::iese co10nie8• in on the 10th 1ost , as proposed in ,our L-:>rd-
mAJJy u:opo:tant matter11, but I never 1nteod• 1b1p's De1-patch » 
ed, &Ild it would be pr~tare as weII as 1'bu!, although no authority for the. ap· 
rncon1Jstent wzth the datie, of my position to pointment of the de1egates could re1.ch ~on 
have appeared a.a an advocate of any gen~ral ~coua before the 12th Oct, we :find that, nir.e 
union 10 the !ellle intended by other speak- day, before that da.te, they were a.pporoted, 
era '' and I think n will farther be found that ei.ch 

On 29th September Srr R G .\b.cDonnell one of these five gentlemen b11d, on tbe 30th 
tramnmtted &notber deepa.tch lt w-:>uld a,, Septr. drawn from the treasury and pocket• 
pear that b;,· that time, from whatever infiu- ted $400 We also find in a despatch of 3rd 
eoce8 were brought to bear, the minds of the Deer. from :Mr Cardwell to Lord )Ionck, rn 
Executive Couoc1l -.re changed, and 1t, wb1cb, be1ng &ware of the conference at Que 
members had become clamorous for appoint- bee, and undentlnding that t_:he de1egatee 
rneot to go to Canada In informing the wan\ed to 11ubmit tb.e1r re1olntton8 to the 
s~cretary of State of this fact, the L,eut Parllaments of the several Provinces, be 

;Governor said 1&y1 .-

01 have the hoaor to inform you that my "')t appear, to Her MaJe!ty's Government 
llmistry are very anxious for the appoint- to.at you abould now take immediate meuu 
ment of Delegates from tb1s Provmce to con• re!, m concert with the Lieutenant Governon 
fer at Quebec with De1cgate8 from the other of the several Provmce11, for subm1ttrn~ to 
Maritime Provzncea and Canada The sub- the reBpective Leg11Jatures t!111 proJect of the 
Ject of the Conference is intended to be t!:te Conference; and 1f, as I hope, 1-oa are ab'1e 
feaeibJbty of a U,:uon, whether .Federal or to report that these Le~1elato.reP 8&netion and 
Le£iill8.,th•e. of all British North America. adopt the ecbeme, Her .Ma.1esty's Government 
Et"E!n .Newfoundland is sending a Represen• will render you all the aesi1tance in their 
tative; aod as the Conference 11 intended to power for cl\rry1ng 1t int') effect" 
commence on the 10th October, it wou!d be Here then we :find :Mr. Cardwell embod3ing 
~mp9ss1ble for ... -the Representatives of Nova in bis in!tructione to Vml :Monck the very 
.:,;.1oua to reac~. Qaebec &t that date, 1f I principle for which we are contending, d1rect-
awa,t your B&Dctlon to their appointment by 1ng that the measure be fir1t pir.esed through 
the mail due at H&hfa.x: on the 12th October ,, our L"g11slature,, and afterwardll promi111ng 

It woa1d appear from this that the 12 h the a~e1E:t1nce of th~ Imperial Parha.ment 
October was the earliest hour at wb1ch au- And set the Government of ths.t day under• 
thor:ty for to.e &ppo1ntment of delegatis to took to deal with the whole aubJect without 
Quebec could be given, and he says fu1:ther subm1ttmg Jt for our cons1der&t10D But we 
down: have further hght thrown on the subJect~ hy 

"l agreed ye11terday in Executive Connell a. de,patch from L0rJ ::\Jonck to S1r R G 
to Dominate as Delegates to the Quebec Con; )IscDonnell, dst~d 23rd December, in which 
ference the eame gentl~men who bad already the former tt•.H, referring to the instructions 
repreaented Nova Scotia at the Conference frorn wb1cb I last qnoted 
in Ch&rlott~t.Jwn and Hahfax " Io pursasnce of tbei,e ins·rnct,onl I have 

I find, • .however, on further inquiry, that the honor to inform you that I have summon-
no offic1111nv1tat10n, saeh aa I could recug- ed the Ca.nsd1an Parliament to meet on 
n1ze, baa been :)-et received from Lord llonck, Tbunday, the 19th January, 1865, when I 
adequate to Ju1hfy my nominatzno- Repre. propo!e to bring before both Houeee of the 
sentatlVes of this Province to a Co~ference Legudature the 1mportant eubJect referred to 
where> strictly speaking, they should not in Mr C&rdwell's De1patch, 1n order th~t, 1f 
proceed at all without ;our prevrnos sane• the LeO'ielature ehould thmk fit, an Addrese 
t1on Io fact no proof of any mvihtion may b~ adopted to the Queen, praying Her 
hsvmg been eent to NrJvs Scoti9,n Deleo,,atcs ~fsJeity to direct that !tepll be t11.ken for 
hH yet reached me. I have, therefore, i:::,tele- p~~mng an Act of the Imper;~1 farha.ment 
graphed to Lord -'lonck to rh 3 t eff.ct, and tJ u::,,te t:ie PrJVIDCP! of Brit Eh ~ortn Ame-
as posl!1b1y l m,;· find m;ae1f m:iab!e for the ,...:.i. i)n tt'e 'lllHI' la1d down m t1e resolutions 
&bo,e rea.sJ!l! to name an; Deteo-ates to tbe & j,,pted o} the Quebec Conference '' 
Quebec Conference, I tbrnk It bei?t to pnt joa Tue repl;, or Sir R G ,1acD0noell, on 9th 
rn poMennon of the aoov.e e.xplsnaho~/' Jan nary .... w1u; ae follows 

Here.the g.overnznent of .Nova Scotia.-hacr-'---......... .. Inl"efaence to tbe courEe wh1ch J?Ur 
to admit that they had no right to m3.ke the Lord!!hip euggests for the purpoee of grnng 
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effect to the in1tractiona of Her llaJettJ'■ 
Gevernment, vii: , to sabmit te the reapechve 
Legi■Iataree the pro;ect of the Conference, 1 
am ID a poe1tion to Btate that this Governmen~ 
w:I: t&ke ei:1rlar steps to those propo!ed t) 
be t1ken 1n C&n&da " 

Here was a further pledge t:i.11t the who;e 
question '!l'Ould be pre1ented for the cons:der­
allon of our Leg1alsture in the ~mon cf 
1!65 But I w1il ,;o a 3tep further. aud qaote 
the langaage u!ed by the Lieut Governor to 
Mr. Cardwell on the 13thJsnuary, 186:i He 
HY■, ~peakmg of tbe course ■tated by Lord 
Monck, to b11;e beetythe policy adopted by 
the Ca.uad1an Government -

" I hue had much plessure in intimatmg 
the ent:re willingness of th11 Government t;:, 
adhere to t~e eame policy It 1e rndeed pre• 
c,eely the course which I hMi myself recom• 
mended ae eoon as I was :u poueuion of your 
view■ on the Quebec Reeolutions ,. 

Thie 1e the laat extract which I shall make 
from the Journal, tGuching the action of the 
deleg11.tea and of the government of Bnti~h 
Amenca down tJ 13th January, 1865 I re• 
peat ths.t 1t w&e the Canadia.ne that forced 

,.themaelTee on the ptaple of the Lower Pro­
vinces; the Union was not our seeking. nor 
tt 1.t of the people of Englsnd The Cana­
d1sus had i_ot into a difficulty frcm which 
they could only extricate themselves by 
dr&ggiug us m with them I think l have 
shewn from the deHpatchee that our govern­
ment acknowledged that they h&d no power 
to appornt delegates until the authority came 
from Her l\IsJ~ty's government; yet the; 
did a.ppoint these delegates, and paid them, 
and those delegates had heen 1ittmg ID the 
Conference at Quebec prcpumg to legi~late 
a.way our mdependeuce several J&ys before 
the authonty for their appointment reached 
Nova Scotia I ask, then, eir. 1f that is con-
1t1tullonal? C'ertunly not I think I have 
1bowu to the Honse tb&t Governor MacD~n­
nell was opposed to the scheme, for that ap­
pears by his despMch of 18th August. I 
think I have also shown that the Secretary of 
State forbade the apporntment C1f delegates 
without bis m1truct1ons, and ~ et those ap­
pointments were made m the absence of those 
m1trnct10ns I thmk I have shown also tbr.t 
the llnt,sh Government, ae v.e!l as the Go;, 
erument9 of the Colomes, were of the op,n10n 
that the results of the deltberat10ns at the 
C,ouference she.11 be submitted to the Parha• 
mente of the Provinces at the firEt Sess,on 
afterwards There WBB no <lenra.l of tl:e 
rights of the Le1"islature or peop,e then­
a.nd why? Because 11 v-as believed that the 
echeme would be popular; but when the de­
legates returned they found tne,~ m:stakc 
Hence 1t w&11 that Mr. Tilley went to the 
people of New BrunewICk; but ons" P:em,er" 
knew that he was doomed 1f he went to the 
country-he knew that he never c0u d carry 
an elect:on rn Nova Scotia. again He had 
carried one election on & famous retrench• 
ment ■cheme, and bis puty nad been re,, 
turned to carry that measure rnto effect 
Did they do 11? ~ot at all; but Dr Topp"{ 
turned hia attentmn to a scheme that the 
people were determined he Bhomd not carry 
and 11&1d he bad no right to deal w:th. He 
found that by grol!S m1srepresente.tion he h&d 

got himself in to 1aoh & position that he had 
nothine; more to expe::t from the people of 
Nova Scotia, aDd hence 1t wu that rn hot 
haste he h1ed off to Canada, and there, with 
a brow of hrasa r.nd a. tongue of venom, tried 
to better his circumstance, at the expense of 
the people whom be had betra:iied and de• 
ce1ved 

Tl:at was tne true cauee of the determ1n1-
nou on t:ic put of tbc Govern1Dent of Nova 
&:o:ia t.> get us into Confederr.t10n. It 1s 
t;ue that they have tried to s!ueld tnemseltes 
.i.nder the authorit:i., of LJrd Moock m the 
appomtmeut of the deleg~nt I deny that 
Lard Moock had an, more power m the mat, 
ter than Gm,ernor .\IacDonnell The whole 
th,ng wae taken ap w11hout proper authority, 
but that wu not all we ha;e to complam 
not only that they acted w1thont due author­
ity, but that they acted deceitfully; the whole 
acheme wa1 to hsve been kept perfectly sec­
ret until 1t could be 1Ubm1tted to the Parlis­
ment1, for they expected to ra1h 1t tbrou11;h 
before the people could m■tru~t tbei r repre­
sentatives what to do lf 1t had not been 
thr.t Mr. Palmer, of Prince Edwa.rd l■l&DJ, 
was more honeet than the reet, and expc11ed 
the scheme, and that our peoplr, becoming 
&!armed, 1Ummoned tbe1r delegates to meet 
them in a public ball m Hahfax to explain 
their resolut10n1, the plot might have been 
carried out. Our deleg&twn did come down 
and exple.rn thmr conduct, and they pretend­
ed to eay th&t they had authority by Tirtue 
of the resolutmn of 16Gl Tbat ground wa.s 
struci. from under tne1r feet, and- here let 11'.le 
say that when that resolution was pas,ed, I 
opposed it might and m11m; I wu the cans& 
of its not bemg- d,Ecuesed here, a.nd I cr.n 
therefore cl&1m to be the first Anti-Confeder­
e.te m Nova Scoti&, for I s&,d to the Govern• 
ment r,f that day "l do not expect that you 
will do anythmg wrong under this reeolnt,on, 
but you know not what devil ma.y follow 
yo11 " The deleg11tes, as I ha;e aaid, ea.me 
down before the publtc m Halifax, r.nd 
got Mr. Archibald to box the figures for 
them According to bis statements 1t was 
the most beant1fol scheme that ever wae sub• 
witted, we were gumg to have a.JI the fortifi­
c&t10ns that were necessary, all the c~nale 
were to be deepened, the Intercolonial ratl­
road w&s to be built, the Northwest Territory 
opened up, and all for forty cent, per hesd. I 
never believed tnst )lr. Archib1ld was smcerc 
ID those statements-they were got up to de­
cene the people • But the people aooa begau 
to g,uner :n different parts of tbe Provmce, 
petitions c1<me m to the Leg1elature, anJ, 
after tbe Go;ernmei,t h:id consulted tbe1r 
fr1end8, they found t~s.t m a house of:;:; 
membeu they had but 22 m favor of the,r 
scheme-one of t.b.3.t namber be1n~ 1n tbe 
c!:la.,r. They dare not therefore sobmlt the 
measure to Par!:~ment llB they had pledged 
tbemsel ves to do. 

But what ipore sir? They bad pledged 
themielvee iu the Governor's speech to 
submit the scheme to the legub,ture,-m ten 
para.graphs oi thr.t speech Contederat1on 
st1clis out as plainly as au; thing can, and 
notw1thstn.nd1ng thr.t, the government dare 
not brrng down their ICheme Bat what did 
they do? They tabled a resolution 11I1d ear-



ried 1t through the Houae, 1 do not know 
by what m•Jonty. decl&r1n2 ibewbole scheme 
u::opncbc1ble What was t!i,s done for but 
to d~e1ve the people ,rho were r1!1n~ a,s::1,D1t 
t:ie meuure Eight or nine thousand per­
eont howent' bad a1ready pet t1oned Pa.ria• 
ment. and I beheve that imme ~1tti.e rupee~ 
wu pa.td to tbose peht10n11. for I think that 
it wu 10 coneequence of them that the ruc­
iutrl'ln wb1.cb I have c1ted wa.1 broogbt down 
E\"e:-} \hrng tben bec~me c&.1m anJ 11::nooth ~n 
t.:ie Pro-v .nce,-no ms':l expected tba.t the 
qaes· on wo11 d c1m 0 up &£Im before 'l 
gen€.a, e:ecucn woulJ ta.ke pbcc When. 
in tnc fo :owi~g 1e-.r. 1SC5. i.le !eg s:s:u:e 
w&a about t.::> meet, & Bpcech was prepa.re1 
for the Governor, in wb·ch no ment10n W&B 
made of the !Cherne The peopie then !a. i 
"there w.ll be no confedera.t1an now. the t:'0-
vernment have abs.ndoned 1t unt 1 after ~tbe 
~ener&l dect1on But, wh&tenr me&ns h11 ! 
been u!ed 10 the rece1s, the government soon 
beg•n ev1dcntl:,. tJ feel that they wou 11 be 
stronger ou the aubJect m 156b than in 156'> 
lo the former ye~r the Bills and Bourmots 
were in deadly hos•i~.ty to confedera.tion. 
bat W!lec t.::1.e resolutlon t) appoint delegst~s 
to England wa.a brought in durrng the ees­
aion of 1866, we find them recordin~ tbei:· 
vote m f1,vor of lt I do not wie!i to 1mpate 
motive!, I mere1 y w sh to Bta.te facts and let 
tJe people drur their own conclus10nt1 But 
~t 111 ev .den· tnst when they fJund that s. 
great number of t:iat clus of men were tu 
be made Ltg11lattve Counc1llors ao.1 Sena.­
tor~, they vote.J fo:::- 1t 

But were there no ot:ier unproper 1!1eans 
used' I well recoHect the senst.twn which 
prev:11:eJ throuzhout the country when the 
leader of the Government c,me down and de­
clued th&t he had rece1ved deipatcbes of to'.> 
startling- a nature to be announced on the 
floors of PuLament, but ths.t be coukl l!&Y 
thie much that the Provrnce of .Xew Brune­
wick was about to be invaded That an, 
nou:ccement, it u111,d, took over two men to 
tbe Gnernment rsnke,-1t W&!I m&de w1th 
tb.e de112...i of takmg over men Ba.t lt:t ns 
see what other means were made uee of By 
the Quebec ruol utiona tne twelve Senators 
were to be taken out of the Leg1elat ve Com::.­
c1i.-here wne a bes.ut1ful cha.nee of hoidir.~ 
out to twenty fonr gentlemen the proipect of 
promotion The twelve Senators, by the 
Quebec rrsolut1om1. as I hue at,1d, were to 
be bken trc. m the 'Gpper House, 1f gent'emen 
holaing eea.te there were w1U.mg to go. an l 
not only so~ but ha,f of the number were t0 
be taken from the Opp0!11t1on, and that wal? 
snr tber reuon for gentlemen -voting f.:;r toe 
rewlution But in the Act these provmons 
we.re 1track out, and the Governmen't then 
ea1d " Oh~ we are Dct bound to do that ' 
The 1e1mlut1on g1vrng the Governmen~ powe:.­
to a.ppomt delegate! to go to Engbnd f0r th'? 
purpofe of arra.ng1ng a scheme in connectio::i. 
w1tb. the Bnt1!h )l:ni,trr, was carr1e•! 
through this Houee at the dead hour cf c,ght, 
s.nd the" prev1oue question" wa! moved to 
shut out debate The wily .Arch1b11ld, know­
ing t.:iat such a proceeding would da::nn the r 
caie, asked the Government to w1thd1a.w the 
mot1on, which wae accordingly done ,--ge:r: ■ 
tlemen roee out of their beds on that n1gbt 
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&ud came here to defend thei:- country from 
the men who were determined to sweep a.way 
the:- n~hti Then there wae another piece of 
hypocru,y pracb!ed on the Lein11ature It:­
stea1 of the re!O!ution, wh.c~ I referrPi to. 
aboGt the appointment of Sen,tora be•n~ 
carr,ed out, and the 1elect1on1 be,n~ ma le 
from both udes 1n the Legi11lat1ve (,onuc .. , 
only 11:x or eeven were taken from that bcdy, 
and not 1, man wu app'Jinted from the r~ntc• 
of the Oppoe1tion. That 1s a fact whc::i I 
cha.'ilenge any gent!ema.n to deny There wn 
but one man in the whole country appomted 
to the Senate from the rsnke er the Oppc,,­
t1on~ and t.b.&t was :Mr L:,cke, a memter cf 
this Houee That re!olut:on of :.!us Hous~ m 
1966 was carried by tbe b11ett decept.on an., 
mu1representat.on 

I h&ve remarked th3.t the inte.rett3 of S,n<t. 
Scot.a were 11wept away hy that Confeden­
::on Act, a.nj I ask now how the people c: 
Canada wouU ha,c borne ,ucb treatment 
from tne Bnt,d1 Government' If an attemp: 
had been made to att:ich C&na.da. t:J,. gre&t~:::­
country, whs.t wouM b"ve been the conse­
quence) There wouU h:i...,e been an instanta­
neous rebellion Thu1 lut fdl, when tbe::;,­
deo.ed the r1gb:. to a. few mdmdnals to ex­
pre1s the,r op1n10ns &t the polh1 on the £:lee· 
tion of s. member of Parliament, & rrot w&.s 
raised, tbe Sheriff wu seized, and his pipers 
taken from him. ann not & man wa.s alloweJ 
to be nomrnated Ill the d1str1ct That 11111 the 
way they do things in Canada, and 3 et th~ 
Canadian champions rn ~ova Scotia, because 
we a1k 11mply to have an Act of Parhamen t. 
repealed, tell us that we are rebels. I have 
already 1&11.l, th'lt the Legislature had no 
right to tranf!fer their authori·y to the Par­
hament of En!;l&nd to pass a. h.w for Nova. 
Scotii. The Crown ht.vmg ~ranted us the 
power t:, make laws for ourselves. h1.d no 
r1gnt t.J interfere with t'!l::1,t power, the Br.· 
tiah Government l!lbou· d h&\"C cs.ted on us to 
psss the Act, and 1f 1t did :not afterwards 
@tut their v1ew1. they could ba.ve re.,ected It 
They had a right, 1f the neces11t1e2 of the na· 
trnn required 1t, to eay t:ist we ehon1d con­
tinue no longer 10 our present connection, 
but they had no right to force ue into an un­
n,t.iral connection with anc ther country 
You ma.y i..nn a man into the itreet. but you 
have no r1gh t k> dictate to him whether he 
eha.11 :zo ea.at or we!t, north or 15outb, 1,fter 
you have driven h1m 1.w&y. you must let him 
chooae for himself Yes, fiir, I underhke !.~ 
say that the w!Jolo Act ~s unconst,tut10ns.l,­
that H 11 a. breach of fa1tn on the p1~t of 
Eneland with onr p•op;e 

They tell us tbs.t P11.rhament ha.d the nn 
doubted r1~ht to pass this law What w. l 
tbst propo8.t,on lead to? Some men a httle 
more amb1t:ou1 ths.n the ls.t~ Government~ 
may 1nduce tne Commons·or England to pa~e 
an Act to transport U! to the plame of S1be 
m1, or consign us t:, the Black Hole of Ca:­
cutti. If you adrn t. their power to deal w1t:i 
us aga.1::iet our will. where will be the hm.~ 
to th,t power? We had the sufaonty m 
Sova Scotia. to make onr own lawe, and we 
did make them, we ma.de such as we thought 
best stllt:d to t!le people of this country, and 
under them the Province fiouru1hed as no 
other part of t!le Brit11h pos1e11ions did. W' e 
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kept ou~lvea ant of del:t, for, if ,re happened 
to fa'l a i t~ e short one year, '!Ve arranged t)e 
Tariff the next accorj,ngly, and kept onr­
ad•e8 ,,pa.re H,t1 was 1t w.th Canada' 
She d1~ not :nanage her aff,.ir110 t)at ,.,., . 
;o,t•ad or actm;; prudent:y an:l B!lfely as ~o­
Y& Scot:" d.J, ■ be went :ttJrcbe: on on rev€­
r:il occs.1no:'.ls, and t.~~ cast of theec re:)e111cns 
bang-~ over her belld at 1h18 moment, &nd we, 
~be falthf:.1! a::id hJ·a.l iub;rct1 of our be!ovf'd 
SovercJ!:.}, ,._.,.c :?OW c&li.ed on ~J a.s~i1t 10 P'IY• 
.ng 1t o!. n~~I\JSe we do DC! !.Jbm1t W,th a 
good gnce .t .~ Sl!. !J, "0' '\-oa are re'le1s and 
anz:ex&t on~s:e ' Tne rei.:1..it:on of 18•36 t"i'd 
:!:le dele~tltQ11 that they ::~11.a~ !:(t a. Ec:"er::::;~ 
that wou'i do tq':.l,:.; 1g•1ce to qL the Prr­
VlDC~ ~ow, I 8Ek, 1f the lCbrwc t:H'Y d,J 
g~t gi~es u, (qusl JJ~t.ce w,:h Cs.n!l'1a' I 
deny that 1! doe• I: ba iwept awa~. at: tbe 
old revenue! wh,c:i we hl!.d under tbe JO rer 
Ci!nt T3r !!"', and ha!I 1r:ipo@ed s. tax of 15 pe:­
cent The a.dd~hon".i 'I per cent wll! real ze 
$524,000. of wh1:h S200 000 w,ll be taken 
away t:, c,.nsd:i, le&,:n£: $324,000 to P":· us 
our 80 centB per b.esd. L~t me a~~ 1f th1.~ :s 
Ja!!t Toe echeme etartled even tbe F.nance 
)l:n1~ter of Canada, for be to!J h18 peop'c 
th&t wh1'e t'1e deleJ?ates from ~ova. Ec0t:a 
bad cooBcn!ed to re:fuce the amount d,R!r1!Jut• 
ed frr tJc·~ 1nc,! w:1.,ts t1 the extent cf 
$200,000 or ::;300 000, tb~ ecbeme woJl<.l c:1..-r 
to c .. nada. a m.:,:oc doll,ra n«>re for loul 
purposes than c-er t':,ey h:id b,fo:re H1~, 
then, can ar:y man etscd up and say t':l&t the 
measure doe, Just.ce to ~o7a Scot:,i.' :'.\lore 
than that, ,t i::ivee the General Parliament 
power t:, tu the people of ~ou s~ot:a b~ 
every method. e:11 !:O :i.ny €::tte~t thst rn!\.y be 
reqmred 

Hat 1t rosy be es.d that our repre,ent~t1on 
at GttllW& C>Ln prc~~ct us from 1DJ □ st1ce,-wc 
have hlld a fs,r tr:sl of that, an-i what power 
h~ve they b:od to pro•ect ns' Though the; 
stood shoµ!der to shouHer, how con'd we ex­
pect them ro !\cco-:np11!!h a~n t:nng ag~1n~t 
160 members' O::it&r10 and QJebec ha•e got 
tbe power in their ban.Je, and wt!t combmc 
to uee 1t whenever t'ie rnt 0 re~ts of C&no.da re­
quire that they s'lould do eo Xor is t!iat 
onr o~ly ;::ro,.ll:d of complarn'. T~e Act 
takes away from 0:ir people the powe:- of sp­
pomt1ng a ~:ng!e w~, of'ice keeper or t•de 
wa1ter,-tb.1@ p:\tronsge 18 all '\"e!ted 1n a. 
Government SOO m1 1es away We hsve been 
to!d that there 1~ not a great deal ot feel•n;; 
in oppos.tion to tbe Fcheme throughout the 
country-that that feelmg will llll die out m 
a 1hort t,me, s.nd th~t the gre&t ma3or1ty of 
!he mtelligent peopl~ are m fa,;-or of L:ncn, 
wh:le agB.mst :t t::iere !lrc bat o. few po!.t·cs, 
demagognee. I slly that such 18 not the Cllse 
as reg&rds the County of Co1che!ter at least, 
anJ, wuhout s~y;ne; mach rn her farnr, I 
think I r:13y eay t?:!s.-t she i=:ay be conr1dered 
8.8 rnt~lhgert as sny o b,r co:mty :n the 
Prov:nce .\c::I how J:d matters s:and there' 
I w ll take i: for graoteJ th:"Lt the feehog 1n 
mo~t of t!J.e cber counties :s s,m.'u to t~a: 
wh:ch wa3 e:s:!nbited there, but in Cclc!J.e~'er 
we h&<l 111, fa1rer test o! tne opinion• of the 
peop'e en this queat•on We had the onl; 
D~min10n ofic,al who came before the people 
of~ ova SJot1a at the polls, we bad II m:in 
born w:thm the co:rnty,with 1111 fae m!luei:cea 
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of a 1atge fam ly connection, ,nth the influ­
ences of the ;ate lame:::td S G W Arch:-
b 'd, w1:h • proreas,onal prac!1ce of twenry­
f\"e :rear•~ wah h1e: own Jr,n~ po 1t1csl exner-
1en~e, a.~d sgt1n1t theEe ,nfhie::1ces the fnfnd~ 
<:'f Confcderstion thought i~ •mpo~s:r'le that 
the peop!cr-f Colchc~ter cou1 :! w~n the e1rc­
tlo!:t B.1t I so proud •o P'-j ~~at the peop!c 
of Co!cbee:er ,n their m•Je>':'i ,ape snperior 
to t~e d 5~~ !. ego~ •he hoar, 1\t.d notw,th­
tt,nd1~~ t !::!!.t tbe H-Jme S('0"'Ptary cou,d 
,tanJ. up ~n,J tclI UR thst Qt1ee:i ,-.ctor1a- t.ss 
in fa\"O~ r;f Confede·s.~ion, th'lt tbe Imper1a .. 
Pa.~Hamcnt waa .n fa,vor of Confedera.t on, 
t:::a~ e•ery inteL~!::cnt m:ln 1n E~chnd w~s ~:1 

f'\,~Or- of 1•, tha.• the G'Jte:-ro~ G ... ;eral was-~( 
fa...-0:- of~t, s:::d tbat tbe ~1·n .. :rj· cf C1:::1!~ .. 
were ~n f,\VC'r of t,-3.·t~ou~'::: he r:!r;~'d p,:i•n: 
~') :!\ew B;-u~!!w.::k. ~--d !"1-', •!J~t her plop.c 
woen they bec,me v.r.' ,.-;: _;•~,.den t~e s.i'-:­
.::ect accepted :~<- ~ t!;'\: c::: ~ ) t t~ fo,4nJ ht 
bad lOlt tJe 1n• c r; ~~-::-~ r t"C"C'n c!a ,_. c~·n::.::::r-­
rJU::td Ar:J re c ·:-e c ::i.1: •• c :n!1uc.::Crs t,1a." 
be hai to ~~~ E: 1 "::? x~~, 8,r, let ;JIP te1! 
)OU that be h,d •.,c G,)\er!Jment or Xova 
~co~'S a~ h1s b,ic~-..._:o bvl n:1 h·8 c:::u::t1 0ne 
of the nnn1stry of t.:;~ d!y a":ld one of tbc 
l,=,g-ai;at,-;e C'.)uoc1l'cre '""f tbc d~j, be had s.!! 
!..'.le infl.;ence of t:::c edoc·i.t:o:-a1 :t=flt1tu.•irins 
at his b!LC~, heh~•! the J ~d::e and Reg.•trar 
of Pro1-..'l~e <t~d tbl'..! RPZI!trs.r of ~eed! to 
:i~e ~: h,o, :1e bad rbe n1lro1d 111. d tbrou~h 
h,B co•1n1y, w:t!l the i::,f!Jence 0f t':!e depar:­
ment m bis favor, !led be hlld al~o & railroad 
,n proepcc:, t!!e e::1:pen~es or wh•ch I alwky~ 
asser:ed, and my ueert,on bo.e been verified 
to our 1orrow, wou'd have to be borne b~ u~ 
W,t:i. all these influences 11.t .',fr. Arch b'l.lcl'e 
back. we overthrowed h•m by :i. msJority of 
!onr hu:::d"ed h wa~ ,. noble and .. mighty 
__.,ct1ry We felt thet the eye~, r:ot only of 
31] ~ova s:~t,,i,, bat of Br,t:sh .'\,mer,cll as 
wd', were unon us, for there was t!ie Home 
Secntuy of tb~ Domm•cn c0m1nz to the 
p0ll9 llut be b-.~ h~d t) g:i.tbe, up tbe mu­
t1:a:ed e'ireds of h•s former prlmcal reput&­
t•on, !lnd bas betaken b1mselt to the wdde of 
Can!!.dft, b 1 dd 1 D6 farewell tJ b,!I na.uve coun• 
t-; I be: eve •f occ~!·on r,qmred, every 
county :n the Prov1::,ce would do the Eame, 
for wh1'e ~o•n Scot•ana can boast of their 
loya!ty tJ Enghnd, and will be read; to 
fight her bo.tt,es, if neceee,.ry, while she g1>e> 
t~em tbe r ;::ats of free men, they will never 
be !o; al :o- Can ad" un<ler a ConfeJerat,on 
.\et forced upon th 0 m k! tb:a ha8 been. No 
e:r, 11cter' !,!:>ER'! ~EVER•'' We come 
now to & n0teat,le epeech made in the Ottaws 
Pnh&ment by one D'Arcy McGee who. I 
t:11nk, to0k s gre>.t de!.l of liberty with our 
people when, :n the ab~ence of their cham• 
p,on, in & speech pondered over for days, 
slept over f;ir nighte, be rneinu!.ted thst the 
inflt!encca brought to besr m thie country 
were !lot ve~y cred1tsb e to our loyalty Hao 
he for~otte:1 t:ie t1:ne when be was sn expa,, 
t:-rnt:d rebel, w1t1J ~ reward of $1000 !Et up­
on his bead? H0w dsre he atand np there 
and p"eqc'.i abo~t sedition' I wonder t!ie 
r:ien who:n be addressed allowed him t:, e,: 
amon~ taem, there could not hllve been any 
Tom ~lornson t!J.ere Let him step boldly 
off w1th •be laurels which he won m the cab­
bage garden; but let him not talk to :N"o,s, 
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Scotians about loyalty. He told the repre­
sentatives of tb.is Provmce that they sat there 
on. a three•leg~ed Jie; ah, sir, I thank him 
for that expreuion; they do sit on a thret:­
le~ged lie, but r.ho put them there ? They 
sat there by virtue of the Act uniting us to 
Ca.nada. I point to t?ie preamb1e of tha.t 
Union Act, in which it is said that the people 
of Nova. Scotia desired a Umon with Cana.da.. 
There is the first leg of tbe lie. Tnen I po:.nt 
to the aasertion made across the water, that 
Adams G. Archibald was the leader of the 
opposition of this country, the "fact being 
that he had been discarded trom that position 
long before. That is lie the second ; and if 
you want the third leg of the stool, I point 
to the lie which our late Premier pu; into the 
mouth of Mr. Watkin, about this m11.tter hav­
ing been 1ubmitted at the polls in 1863. There 
is hie three-legged lie for him It appears 
that !)Otwithatanding all that ha.s been sa.id 
on the subject, the Confederates think we are 
to have no repeal. Well, sir, I confidently 
believe that we will obta1n repeal, beca.use it 
was said in the House of Commons. only last 
year, that if the people weredis1atisfied, tb~y 
must not be forced; and when they :find that 
our people never had an opportunity of ex.a 
pressing their opinions, I think they will 
willingly repe&l the Act. Let them look 
at the difficulties prevailing to.day in It eland, 
and which have arisen from the country being 
forced into a union. Do they want to esta­
blish another Ireland in British America. ? 
And let me ask this question of the people of 
England : If Ireland were where Nova Scotia 
is, how long could sbe be held ? Not a.n 
hour. The people of Ireland, I believe, are 
struggling not so much to get rid of British 
authority as to obtain a repeal of the Union, 
and to have their own Parliament re8tored. 

We may look at Poland partitioned off 
against her will, and then turning to Hun­
gary overrun by Austria, I would aek you to 
allow Kossuth to plead his country's wrongs. 
We may look at Mexico, overrun by a foreign 
power which placed Ma.ximilian in a high 
position, and we will see that man carried 
out of the land which he ruled, a corpse. The 
people of Endand must not expect tba.t the 
Anglo•Su:on-race of Nova Scotia. will be less 
'benacioue of their rights and prmlege1 than 
are tke Celts of Ireland, or the people of any 
of the other countries which I have named. 
What we want is to have our institutions 
placed in the poait1on in which they have 
been, and then we will be truly loyal,-1 do 
not say that we will not be truly loyal if we 
do not get them restored, but there is not the 
shadow of a. shade of doubt that we will be so 
if our request ia heard. It is an entirely mis11 
taken policy to annex• small country like N. 
Scotia to a large country like Canada. for the 
purpose of giving the latter relief from her 
political difficulties. If the position were re• 
ver1ed the smaller colony might be relieved 
byJhe annexation. but under other circum­
stances the smaller colony is sure to have its 
influence swamped. If a coach and six be 
fastened in the mud, and a light carriage be 
attached for the purpose of assisting it, the 
whole will become fixed, although the coach 
and lix could get the light vehicle out of the 
difficulty with ease. So surely as they hold 

us in the Act of Confederation the whole will 
be overthrown, and :hat ia a strong reason 
why we should get repeal. l would ask what 
right have the people of ,Ecgland to sacrifice 
us who hs.ve always been loyal for the benefit 
of a people who have not been so 1 I deny 
the justice of such a proceeding. Our people, 
a.s I have f!a1d, ba.ve alwa.ys been lo1·al, and 
they will remain so if their i:lstitut10ns are'" 
left to tb.em, but we think it a ha.r<lsh1p that 
our interests should be eacrificed in order 
that these fellow:3 in Caua.da. may. be kept in 
order. 

The Ac.t ws.a ps.ssed against our remon­
strances-I ask if that was British? Is it 
constitutional that our rights and liberties 
should be taken away without a. hearing? 
The .wost contemptible 11heep thief within the 
realm obtains a bearing before he is deprived 
of his liberty,. =.nd are we to be treated 
worse than a sheep thief would be? I believe 
not; it is one of the beauties of British law 
that no ma.n can be condemned unhe:,.rd. 
Among the reaeons given for the great change 
that h&s bezn forced upon ue. was the asser" 
tion that it was necessary for us to confede-­
ra.te for defensive purposes. - But will this 
pa.per confedera.tion shorten the line wh;ch 
sepa.ra.tea us from the American republic? 
Can it produce a dollar more for defence than 
we would have had otherwuie, without in• 
creased taxation? Will it bri11g a man more 
int:> the field than we would have had other­
Wi!e? The argument in fa.vor of uniting for 
defence falls to the ground as soon as it is 
tou~hed. Then we were told we must con­
federate in order to regulate our Cw.-renoy, 
and upon that poiut I beard one of the dele­
gates expatiate· he told us who the del~a.tee 
to Charlotteto•an were, and what great quali­
fications they possessed, and then !aid that 
when they got to Prince Ed ward !eland the 
whole five of them were unable to count 
their passage mcney ! 0 mockery of mock­
eries! Five men who could not count their 
passage money to Prince Edward Island, 
chosen to fr&me a new Constitution for Brit­
ish North America! And that wa.11 one of 
rea.sona advanced by one of our " leading 
minds" in support of Union. In conclusion, 
Mr. Speaker, we are asking the Commons of 
England to repeal thin Act because it has 
created a feeliDg of distrust in the breast of 
every Nova. Scou&n, and by repealing it they 
will show to the world that they a.re willing 
to do justice to the meaneet subject who can 
show a cause of just complaint If ou:i: re. 
quest be granted our people will be peaceable 
and contented. It is because they wish to 
remain peace•ble and contented within tlie 
British Dominions tha.t we ask for Repeal, 
a.nd we will continue to a.sk until 1t is grant­
ed. I want to see every man on theae 
benches voting for these resolutions-help .. 
ing to restore the Constitution of this coun­
try. I want every man in this Assembly, 
and every ma.n throughout the length and 
breadth of Nova Scotia to feel as warmly 
and earnestly on the suhjeot as I feel, for I 
tell you that if I had a. thousand voices, yes 
ten thouaand voices, and could raise them 
all at once, I would shout Repeal I REPEAL ' 1 

RE.PEAL 1 ! ! now and forever. I 
"l 

; 

I 
I 
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SPEECH OF' MR. SlllITD. 

}Ir. SmTB e&id:-I feel it to be a dut, 
which I owe to my conetito.ents to state frank­
ly my opinions on the question which ie now 
agitating the minds of the people of this 
Province In doing eo I sh&ll endeavor to 
adopt that tempers.te and dispassionate etyle 
of addreee .. which I believe ie the beat adapt­
ed on the floors of any Legislature to attract 
the attention of tbe gentlemen who are ad­
dre!l@ed, and to recommend itself to the Judg­
ment of every one eittmg on these bencbee. I 
re~ret 'Very much, that in the discussion of 
tbie question, every gentleman who addr~ses 
the House is neces-aari1v conetra1n~d to at­
tack the leader of the Opposition, 'Who ha! 
advanced the only arguments on his side of 
the question, and if in the remarks which' I 
am about to make, I am obliged to animad­
vert etroneJy upon some of the observations 
which have fallen from him, I trust that he 
will believe tbat I do so with the mo@t earnest 
deeire to avoid anything hke personal re-­
crimination. Bnt iir.. every gentleman on 
theee benches has a solemn duty to perform 
in the interests of the people who have elect .. 
ed him to represent them This is a. mo~t im­
portant oriPis m the history of Nova Scotia. 
Whether for wea.1 or for woe the people of 
this country are now called upon to offer a. 
remonetrance against a union which, in defi­
ance of their w1sbe1, has confederated them 
with Canada, and has jeopardized, ss they 
believe, the prosperity and happiness of their 
country. When the scheme was firEt brought 
before the public 1n a substantial shspe, I 
gave to it the calmeet and most diepsssionate 
consideration that it was in my power to be­
stow upon it, and came to the eonclueion that 
if the people of the country consented to a.ls 
low their interests to be bartered away by 
that measure, then they had much Iese intel­
ligence and spirit than I imagined they pos­
sessed. Under these circumstances I deemed 
it to be my duty, casting aside my own feel­
ings and severing many associations, to eome 
forward and assume an independent stand, 
and advocate the interest& of the people of 
this country. I felt that the scheme in it!lelf 
did not enflure ,,.. a io1t provision " for the 
interests of Nova Scotia; and I intend ad• 
dre~ing the Hou1e and country, and giving 
to lhem, in as conci8e a form as is possible, 
the reasons why I_cq_nceive the measure to be 
most disastrous to the dearest intereats of the 
people First of all, there was no exigency in 
the position of this country that required it 
to be confederated in the manner in which it 
hae been. It must be apparent to every one 
that the repreeentation which that scheme 
,:?ives to the people of this country places 
them in & painfully humiliating position,. and 
caste them, perfectly impotent and helpless, 
at the feet of an alien majority. I felt, how­
ever true this might be, that it was impossible 
to apply any other principle thsn that of 
population in the construction of the popular 
branch, :yet some provision should at least 
be made to guard the interests of this coun• 
try in tbP upper branch-in the Senate of the 
General Parliament. 

We have heard a e;ood deal about the Con­
stitution of the United States in this debate. 

The h-on. mem.ber for In•ernea has cast many 
a1persions upon democratic and republican 
institutions, and however ready I ain to ad• 
m1t that the eonetitation of GTeat Britain· is 
far euperior to that of the American Repub-
lic. yet I very much reJ;tret that the gentle-
men who favored the Britieh North America 
Act d1d not look more closely than they did 
into the system of the United States, which 
preserves at all events one admirable prin-
ci pte. ai,d that is, the one which gives the 
smallest State an equal representation in the 
Senate Chamber with the greateat State It 
may not be known to every gentleman 
around me that although in the Lower House 
the prin01ple of population regulatee the re­
presentation. yet in the Upper House the 
mo!t insignificant State ha.e an equal voice 
with the largest and most populous. Why, 
sir, the wise and sa~acioo.e men who framed 
that constitution did not act in the trifhng 
manner which aJ)pears to have been the 
ease with those pnblfo men who framed the 
eonstitlltion which we are now asked to live 
under. Not one of the smallest of the thir-
teen Stt!.tes would have gone into the Union 
unles1 such a provision for their rights had 
been ae8Ured them. We are not only m a 
powerless minority in the lower branch, but 1 
also in the Upper Hoaee-nothing haa been J 
done to protect the interests of the smaller_.,,/ 
member of the Confederacy. I entertain 
lifewise very strong conviction, tba.t whllf"' .. _ ......,__ 
any body of men attempt to change the con• 
etitution of a country like this, or undertake 
to ewecp away the independence of our Legis­
lature, to trifle as they have done with the 
feelings of our people,-that they should at 
least have had the modesty to eay to the 
people : 0 Are you wi1Iing to have tbe!e 
changes brought about?" They thould at 
least have had the consideration to have 
asked the people of 1hie country, will you 
permit us thus to deal with your dearest in­
terests, and sweep you a.way into the hands 
of a Cant.dian majority ? Not only did they 
not do this, but they coolly and unhesitatingly 
eet at de:fiauce and ecoffed contemptaously at 
the wishes of the people of thie country. Ia 
it not a matter of hi•tory with retipect to this 
Confedera:aion that the people of Nova Scotia 
were not only opposed--to-thl( scheme itself, 
but to the paessge of any such meaeure with, 
out its h1v1ng been first 1ubmitted to them at 
the polls. 

When the hon. member for Invernese 
scouted the idea of leaving a question of 1uch 
a character to the people, he endeavored to 
bring forward 11ome arguments in support of 
hie po!ition. He boa~ted of the absurdity of 
leaving questions of this kind to the people 
at the polls as manifest from the whole of 
British A.utbority. He asked the House 
whether Sir Robert Peel, a man whom he eu­
logized in tbe moEt expre111ive terms, and 
the potency of whose coloaeal e:eniue has left 
its mark upon the history of the world. WIB 

-not a good authority on constitutional ques­
tions, and proceeded to &!se,-t that that states­
man paieed the Catholtc Emancipation Bill 
without leaving it to the people. But h1s 
case w.ae no eimtlitude here. I am free to ad• 
mit that Catholic emancipation was an alter. 
ation of the constitution, but I tell the hon. 



gentleman it we.a not an overthrow of the 
constitution. It wa.s the passe.ge of an act 
which the ,ery Parliament who passed it 
might have afterwards repealed. It was not 
an infringement of the rights and the privi• 
leges of the Brit:sh pnblic-1t was done with 
their consent, in obedience to the sprea.1 of 
more expansive and generous ideas, which 
taught them thnt the time had come to itrike 
down bigotry and intolerance. and open the 
door to Her Msjesty's Catholic subject, to 
coli'. e in and enJoy the u.me polit,cal privi­
lege• which were extended to their Pro:eetaut 
brethren. In the cue of ourselves, the 
rights and privileges which we had so iong 
enjoyed we.e swept away at one " fell 
swoop." 

'.l.'he hon. gcnt:eman next referred to the 
abolition of the Corn L,wn There is no 

____ more 81militude here than in the previous 
C!llle. That question w&s b~fore the people 
for year?, and we know that British states­
men occupy a very different pointion from 
the public men of this country. Invariably 
the les.dm1r pubhc men of England, after a 
eeasion of Parliament, go down to their con­
st1tnento and i.ddreEs them upon any ques~ 
tion which may be ag1ta1mg the public mind; 
they take every pa.ins to ascertain tl:e views 
of their constituents, and communicate their 
own. The repeal of the Corn Laws was ir. 
quest:on with which the Brltlah people were 
perfectly f!l.i:2iliar. But 1s 1t to be said th&t 
because Sir Robert Peel refoeed to submit & 
question of this kind to the ~ople-because 
he held such a course lo be unconst1tutiona.l, 
thercfoTe it is n precedent for the passage of 
the Confed~ra.tion Act 1 Is it to be a prece­
dent ~or makmg, not merely a material 
change in, but attue.lly destroying, a con• 
~t1tut1on? I bold that responsible govern~ 
ment baa been destroyed, as far as the peo­
ple are concerned, by the character of oar 
represenht1on e.t Ottawa. Suppose every 
member from the Maritime Provmces was te> 
oppose any measure which the government 
of Canada might think proper to introduce­
affectmg the interests of :Nova Scotia, and 
that that me1unre was nevertheless passed; 
the people of Nove. Seotia. might feel tba.t 
an act had been carried outraging their feel-· 
ings and mj urious to their peculiar institu­
tions,- but at no electiC1n in the Province 
could the men who carried that obnoxious 
mea~nr~ be responsible to anybody They 
wouH b~respons1b!e only to the Canadmn 
peo_ple, and not to the electors of Nova Sco­
tia whose interests would be peculiarly af 
fected. Therefore I say that under the c1r­
cnmst:tnets Nova. Scotm, standm11: as she 
does numcrica,liy inferJOr in both branches of 
the General Pa.rliamert, occupies a poe111on 
not only humihatmg, but pos,tiveiy dan­
gerous. 

We have bee'!l. told tune and az3,iu by the 
prees in th, ~ int-erest of the Confederate party 
thnt Nova t ~cotia would exercise 3. controlling 
inflaence m the House of Commons in con­
sequence of the antagonism existing between\ 
the Upper a i:,.d :Lower Canadian~; hut what 
ha■ been the -:-e.snlt? I laug bed 11,t t be ide& 
when I hear, i it for the first time, because it 
WAS 80 pal"ll&. ble to any one that had A mind 
to think tliat t:he moment Canadian int~s 

were affected Upper and Lower Canada would 
unite as one. Has not that actually hap.. 
pened? Take the tariff question, for in­
stance. We find all the representatives from 
the Maritime Province■ except three TOiin~ 
~sinst that tariff, and what was the reenlt? 
You find Sir John A. MacDonald leading up 
the Upper Canadians, and !llr. Cartier the 
Lowei: Canadians, to pass the tariff despite 
the opposition of the Maritime Provinces 
The tocsin of alarm has only to be sounded, 
snd resistance is 1n vain ! We ha-re, how .. 
ever, our Local Leg~latnre, and it is only 
here tha.t we can l!peak effectively; and I 
hope and trust wtien our voices have been 
heard that the Canadians will eee that there 
is spirit enough left in th~ people of Nova 
Scot1& to nerve them to every effort to shake 
themselves free forever from this bated thral­
dom. 

It has been urged by the hon. member for 
Inverness tha.t 1t is absurd for a.ny one ac­
qaainted with constitutional law to declare 
tbat the people should be consulted at the 
polls. I contend it to be constitutional, and 
I intend to arg11e it from speeches and Jetter1 
written by two gentlemen, one of whom at­
sieted in transferring this country over to the 
Canadians. I wJl now firEt C!lll your atten· 
tion to what occurre,~ in the Honse of Com• 
mons, when this bill w11s introduced. You, 
will recollect that Mr. Brighi"; in the interest 
of the people of this country. stood fr,rth for 
their rightB, and asked the Hon~e not to pre.ss 
the measure; he wished action to be sn1pended 
until the nex.t gencr11l election, when the peo­
ple would pass upon the scheme. When he 
told that august body of men that the people 
of this country had never had an opportuni­
ty of p:t.ssing upon this measure, what was 
s,ud by :\lr. Watkin-the gentleman who 
had been ID comtilnt communication with 
the Delegates 1 Did he treat that rem11rk of 
l.'llr. Bright ns trifhng? Did he say that it 
was not necessary tb11t the people of this 
country should not be consulted? No, he 
felt the force and efficacy of this argument; 
and what did he do? I take it from the 
speech of the late leader of the Government 
(Dr. Tupper) previous to the geceral elec­
tion, in which he describes the scene between 
himself and l\Ir. Watkin. "l\lr. Watkin," 
he ee.id, " c11.me to me and asked me. whBt is 
your answer to l\lr. Bright?" If Mr. Wat­
kin thon~ht there was no force in the e.rgn~ 
ment of l\Ir. Bright he would not have refer­
red to the hon. member for Cumberland. 
The answer has been sent broadcast c-ver the 
province of Nova Scotia; it was untrue; but 
on whose shoulders the fa!Echood r!l8ts I will 
not undertake to declare. That a :;;entleman 
occnpy1ng the proud position of Mr. Watkin 
would perpetr::.te :i. statement which every• 
body knows to be as faJ5eless as the fabric of 
a vision, ~eems almost incredible We find 
tbe.t very Parliament ref1rning to coerce 
Newfoundland and P. E. Island into that 
Union; and why? Beca.uee the people or those 
Colon1ee were opposed to the me:i.sure, and 
therefore in common jushce, and in accord• 
snce with constitutional usage they refused 
to draw them into the operation of this Act. 
We :find the same principle observed with re• 
ference to th1e province. The pl'e~ble of 



the Act show1 that the Parliament believed 
the people of Non Scotia were.,_ actn•lly in 
fa.vour of the Union. Therefore I belieYe if 
the statesmen of Great Britain bad not been 
~egionsly deceived~ they would not have 
placed on the records of the country an Act 
taking away the rights and priv1legea of the 
free people of Nova Scotia. 

I find the hon. member for Cumberland 
enterta.rning the same opinion that I hold. 
and I believe if we could understand the real 
feelings of the bon .. member for Invernes,. 

1: yoa wouU find ltim d1l!B&tisfied with the 
manner 1n which the •eheme was P&Bsed. 
We find this feeling cropping out in one of 
the amendments moved by the hon member, 
where he says "however desirable it may 
have been to leave the question to the peo­
ple," bat occnpyin~ the position which he 
does, it would not have done for him to have 
made any greater admiesion. .Are there not 
gentlemen here who remember the constitu• 
tiona.l qoeatioDs that aroee in 1861? Two 
or thr~e certainly will rPcollect when the 
present Equity Judge and Dr. Topper urged 
upon Earl of Molgra.ve tc d1eeolve the Leg1s­
l&ture beea.uae the people were oppoaed to 
the government. Petition after petition wa.e 
brouS?ht in to the Houee in favour of a dit­
solotion, although the government had a 

, majority in thi1 body. Tbe hon. member for 
Cumberland e:z::pree!Jy stated that 1t was un­
oonl!lhtut1o~al and wrong for any govern­
ment tJ bring down to tb1s House an impor­
tant measure when 1t wa.e evident that tbey 
were in a minority in the country. In Jan 
1861 Dr. Tupper wrote a letter to the E&rl of 
Mulgrave, press:n~ him to dissolve the 
House, in which he s11,ye:-"Several laige 
snd 1nfluent1al constituencies ha.ve condemn­
ed the present government, and have prayed 
your Excellency for tha.t redreaie which, ns 
the Repreaen~tive of Her l\bjesty, you are 
empowered to afford when imperatively de­
manded, in order to preserve thatfundamen.­
tal principle of the constitution of this Co• 
lony, which -requires tbat the government 
shall be conducted in accordance with the 
well understood wishes of the people.'' 

Tha\ is not all. \Vr1t1Dg to the Dake of 
Newcastle, the then Colonial Secretary, the 
hon. gentleman said:-

" Having proved to Hts Excellency that be 
bas a M1n1Stry around lum, acting in defiance 
of the well-understood wishes of the people, 
I consider that there is but one coarse that 
can iuitly be pursued. And, air, 1f the people 
of this country are treated 'With contempt, if 
they are deprived of the true constit11t1onal 
mode of expressing tileir opinion, there is 
but one resort lefl to them. Then the consti­
tat1onal opposition in this House would be 
driven to usume a duty which they ha.ve 
never yet been c•llled upon to assume-a 
courae shewn by E~rl Grey to be open to ua. 
Sir, the moment so :fhgra.nt a violation of 
our right! wa.1 permitted as the cont1nua.nce., 
in power of a Government after Jt had been 
shewn by the clearest evidence tb,t it 
had been Ehorn of its strength, not only the 
people of Nova Scotia, but of Brit1@h North 
America, and w berever free in1t1tut1ona and 
and the prinoiplee of liberty are upheld, 
would rise and vindicate their rights by that 
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deiermined struggle for freedom, which must 
ever ensue when an attempt i1 made to put 
down the liberties of fttemen." 

Again he says:-
" Destitute of representation 1n the Parlia­

ment of Britain, with our mo1t eminent men 
aystemattca1ly excloded from the highest pc­
sitien in their own conntry, t.nd for wh10h 
their colon1al experience and trainintt emi­
nently fits them, it is impossible that the free 
spirit of the inhabitana o! British Nortta 
Americt. can fa.il soon to be arotl.3ed to the 
necessity of &1!erting their undoubted right 
to have their country governed in accordance 
with the well under,tocd 10ishe1 of the 
people."" 

Now I ask the hon. member for Inverneu 
to e:x:pl&in why it 1t should be con1tit11tional 
to appeal to. the people under the oircum-
11tances in question, and unconstitutional to 
do so in reference to a measare far transcend­
ing in importance any question ever before 
eubmit~d in this country. 

The hoo. member for Invernees said he 
l&ughed at the idea. of referring to American 
institutions as a guide for the country. Now 
we fi.ntl tbe hon. member for Cumberland 
making use of expree11ons like these in the 
e&me letter which be addreued to the Dake of 
Newcutle ·-

"The people of this Province have been 
content, my Lord, to p~y a ea.lary of fifteeu 
thousand dollars a year ta a Governor 1ent 
from England, besides • large additional 11nm 
to keep up his eata.bli!hmeot, while the State 
of Mn.1ne, with twice our population, hu the 
privilege of electing that officer from among 
her people, and pay him fifteen thoaB&Dd 
doll&ra" · 

The boo. gentleman ha1 endeavored to ri­
dicule the lega.l knowledge evidenced by the 
Attorney General. He b&s treated the obaer­
vations made with reference to the right of 
the British Pe.rllament to po.ss any Aot touch­
ing the constitutton of thu, ooul!.try as per­
fectly f11t1le. He declarea that the Bnti1h 
Parliament, whenever they thought proper, 
he.ve changed the constntion of theee ooloniet 
He has referred to Auetraha. and Jamaica, but 
I aelt him if the constitution in those cohJniea 
wrs not changed in accordance with the 
wishes of the peoi:le? Was it not done in Ja­
maica. when it became necessary for Impenal 
interests to destroy the constitution after a re .. 
bellion and bloodshed? Was 1t not done in 
aceordance w1tb the wishes of the people? 
and therefore, there is no parallel 1n the 
cases whatever. We fi.nd that this country 
occupies a very different po8ltion from Great 
Britain-the constitution of tbe latter has 
grown to maturity by degrees-it baa reached 
1t1 present position by precedent and custom 
with unlimited power; but a constitution like 
ours is of a very different character. and 
therefore the analogy which he has drawn 
from the repeal of the Corn La.we and the 
Catholic Emancipation is without applica­
tion to the case we are now considering. Our 
constution ia baaed upon that charter which 
the Hon. Attorney General referred to, and 
although it may have been materially 
changed by despatches from the Colonial 
Becretary-altbou,rb it may be altered by 
the action of thia Parliament-yet having a 
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charter from the Crown, limmng our au­
thority, our rights and privileges cannot be 
t~ken away from U! without tile consent of 
the people. 

The hon. member h!?.11 also referred to t::e 
question of mines and minerals .. which ba.ve 
for a long time occupied the attenhon 
of the people of this country. He has t,1id 
you that before that question was settled, t:ic 
people of Nova Scoti& had to resort to t11e Im­
perial Pa.rliament, and there obtain a eurrea­
der of their rights. I have under rn~ h~nd 
the deci11ion of learned Eoghsh Co11nsel, taken 
at the instance of th1s House, whPr-e tbP 
principle laid down by the Attorney Gener'll 
JS fairly established, th:ti.t this country be­
lOifged to the Crown-that it wafl ilOt hel1i rn 
tl"UBt for the people of Noh Scot18., but pure-. 
ly 1n SovereiE?nty. The hon. member for In­
vern,es knows tbe decision to wh10h I refer 

Mr. BLANCHARD -I never !4td a word 
about the question of Mmee and 1\.!1nerals; I 
onlv referred to the Civil List. 

l\Ir. SMITH -The principle, however~ is :h~ 
s~me in both cs.ses. The dechuon 10 quesuon 
re:1ds thas :-

" In the sense in which we understsnd t'le 
first question, we a.re of opinion that t11e 
Crown does not hold the mines and miners.I~ 
of the Province of Nova Scotia for th 0 bPnrfit 
of its subject• there settled, for we think tba.f 
the 1Dn1ee a.nd minera.ls in question, WflrP so 
absolutely vested in the Sovereign, a3 that be 
might dispose of them in such manner as he 
should think fit, without any l~m1t tll his du:­
ol"etlon. We therefore are of oprnion, that the 
$rant of all the mines and minerals to an in• 
dividoal for sixty years, was not an undue 
exercise of the prerogative " 

They state thirdly: "We see no reason for 
tbinkmg that sucli. wa.rrant, or any grant, or 
lease ma.de, or to be made under its authority, 
would be subject to be revoked quia impro-
1Jide emenavit, or any other cause " 

In oooclusion they state : " Oar opini(lD 
on. the whole case rest3 upon, the Pl'Incipie 
that the mines a.nd minerals in question be• 
lonJ?;ed to the Crown in absolute and uocon• 
trolled dominion and property, s.nd that they 
were therefore dispost,ble at the pleasure of 
ttle Crown. It would be vain to attempt to 
-oite cases apon the 1everrcl_ quest10ns put to 
us, but upon the general pdnciple on which 
oar opinion is founded, toe observations of 
Lord llanefield, in Campbell vs Hall, 1st 
Cowper, 204, may be referred to.'' 

Now it will be seen that these Iee.-al gentle"' 
JDen deliberately came to the conclus1on that 
th1a country 1s held as the exclusive proper­
ty of the C,rown. They say the Crown ha~ 
psesed a cbarter9 granting to tbiB country 
certa.1n rights, a.nd It is unconst1tutional, un­
der that charter, for the Parliament of Eng­
land to overthrow our con~t1tution without 
the con!!ent of tbe people. 

The hon. member ma.de another reference 
-to ehew the power of P11rhll.ment, turning oar 
attention to the case of Ca.pe Breton. Every 
one knows that tb:1t oase beare not the 
elighte~t resembh.nce to the position which 
we occupy. That country had, no indepen· 
dent Parha.ment; the views of its people were 
not repre11ented in-a legislature of their own. 
Co'lBequently, wb.en the hon. member produ-

cea such a oase, he roust be perfectly a.ware 
tha.t bis ground is nnte11able He also made 
ee-veral references to the United States, and 
one would suppose that he bad, &11 of a. sn-i­
den, becGme perfectly horrifi-?d at democrallc 
inet.tations. He told the- Attorney Gener,l 
that he bad al ways known him M H the Tory 
of Tor1e8." I have always heard the bonbie. 
leader of the opposlt1on spoken of as bemg 
associated with the democratic party of this 
country. I h"ve alWllYS understood that he 
owes the position whfoh he occuJ:,te!!, and the 
":B.oaru1biog practice" to which he referred. 
t-J tbe influence of tbat element, which he w11s 
eeek1ng to advance, and which professed to 
rec-a.rd most highly the :::ights and intere!ts 
of t'ie peonle. 

The hon: gentlem11.n told us with what ad­
miration he viewe "the wealth and intelli­
gence" of the metropolis. We hs.ve beard 
ad nauscam a.bout the wealth and intelh­
~ence of H,lifu Is all the wealth· and in­
telhgence of Nova Scoti9, concentrated in the 
metropolis ? I cr..n look around the streets 
of Hit.lifax: ~nd point to men of both wealth 
and intelligence who are arrayed with uB 1n 
the rAnks of the anti-confederate p•nty ;­
tbereft>re it is idle for the hon. member to 
boa.et that he has the'wealth and intelligence 
of the country on his side. However much 
we may acknowledge the infiaence of the 
metropohe, yet t:irougbout Nova Scotia. 
there a.Te men of as good character s"l.i a.s 
high iotelhgence to be found even emong 
the laboring classes as msny who roll in 
their carriages through the streets of Halifax. 
The men even of that cla!s, who bring to 
the snbjeet sound iotelhgence and practical 
common eensa are as cs.psble as he is of 
knowing wren their rights are trampled on, 
or the p:-ospe1ity of the country jeopardized. 
and JEI 1t to be s&id that these men, because 
the wealth and intelligence of the city are 
arrayed against th~m, are not to be consult­
ed on a cha.n~e of the constitution 7 No eir, 
when I look around these benches I see a 
good indication of where the intelligence of 
the country is, and when I know the gen­
tlemen who reflect here the opinions of the 
people of Nova Scotia, I wonder to hear the 
hon. member for Inverness. oCCJlpyiog the 
position .. ,hich he does. as the 80htary voice 
to be r~1!!Pd in the 1t.dvocaoy of the prineiples 
of the confeder&ta p:1orty. undertikmg to ea,y 
th~t tba.t i:s s. great party. I know not in 
what It is great, unless it is -because it re­
presents the we&lth and intelligence of Hali­
fax? There are men 1n this community 
whom I respect. but when the interests of the 
peonle come into contact with tbe intlaence 
of Ha.hfax, I feel it is time that- their repre­
eenhtives sbouLl Atand up and advocate the 
interests a.nd propound the principles which 
we do to-d&y : that before the constitution is 
changed or overturned it is incumbent and 
nece,suy to coneult the feelings of the peo­
ple Docs not evei'} body know that the 
question never was la.iii before the people in 
a tangible shape, until the last election, al. 
tbouo-h it ma.y have been discussed as a pore­
ly tb:oret1ca.l question through the prees? 
I underhke to eay tha.t previous to the pae­
aage of the Quebeo Scber:ne. there were not a 
laandred men in Nova Scotia who could tell 
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you lihat confedera.tion meant, in reference 
to the intere6ts or tbe Province. I believe in 
I:lY heart, having an ab1d10g faith and con­
fidence in the British public, and believing 
"En"ghmd-to be governed by able and honor­
able men, th~t when they come to know the 
position of our country, a.nd the views of its 
representa,tives, and when they are told tb&t 
they have acted on false mformat1on, no 
m21.tter how va.lu~ble they mq,y regard the 
union in the hght of Imperial interests. the 
British Parliament will acknowledge that a 
wrong bae been done, and will resolve to 
meet out to µs the same measare of j ust1oe 
and fair play which bas been shown to Prince 
Edward Island and Newfoundland. 

On whnt principle can the British Govern­
ment keep Nova Sc.ot1a. in this Confedera­
tion ? If she is to bP united &gainet her wish­
e,, why should not Newfoundland be drag• 
ged in? It would be doubly inealtrng, when 
we represent our views respectfull; to Eog,; 
land, ths.t she ehould coerce,ua into a Union 
sunply calwbted to o.hen&te our foelings to• 
wa.rde the mother country. It would be un•.­
fa1r in me to do more tha.n lay my views 
briefly before the Haase after the length of 
time th:.t this debs.re has occupied. The hon. 
member who preceded me has left me but ht• 
tie to S!lY, bn.ving met many of the argu­
ments which I was prepared to answer. I 
will not therefore trB.vel over matters with 
which every member must be familiar. I 
would s:;y, however, to the hon member Lr 
lnverne5s, that if he propounds, for a mo­
ment, the idea. that the people of this country 
intend to depart from the position they have 
taken; if he believes , for an instant tbat we 
are misrepresenting the views of our constl• 
tuents, he, is greatly mistaken. It was ss.1d 
in the Home of CommeLa that a. reaction bad 
ta.ken place in this country in favor of Con­
federation. That i11 not the case. I have 
convereed with my constituents up to a re• 
cent period, and I can a.ssu1e you that if it 
were possible to intensify the d1Pgust of the 
people at this Union which has been forced 
on us, that disgust has been increa!ed and 
intensified. The people have seen, sir, since 
the passaee of the .Act, daring the late Ses­
sion, that the interests of Nova. Scotia. are in 
the hands of men who, however faithful in 
the discbarge..of their duties, are unable to 
resist liuccesefully the majority that would 
trample on their rights. One of the nmend­
ments says that the Act has ne,t been long 
enough in operation to Judge fairly of its re­
sults That reminds me of locking the stable 
door after the steed has been stolen; it is too 
late to seek for relief when the Act baa be• 
come irrevocable. Now is the time for the 
people to &et. and Dobly arc they doing so 
Nobly will they continue to ru:t-faithflllly 
&od lJyalis-to the Crown, but with the most 
solemn and serious earneEtncss tb~t ever af­
fected the minds of a, hi~h-spir1ted people. 
They are uftermined to resist at ever) sacril!I 
fice but that of their allegiance. Is it to be 
wondered at tha.t such is the oppo6ition to 
the Ecbeme? fa there a. man here who, in the­
silence of hie own chamber-, has not had his 
blood boiled by the remembrance of the man­
ner in which he and his countrymen has 
been treated? 

True it is thAt one boon baa been extended 
to Nova Scotia. by- this ConfederatioQ .Act­
tbe power to tax onraelves. Prec1ou1 bleB!­
rng ! Ungrateful Nova Scoti&DI ! Why do 
you not go down on your marrow bones, 
a.nd give thanks for th1s beneficence? Ah, 
b,- the way there i1 another boon : we get 80 
cents 1, htad to const-le us for our position 
When I contraet this pittance with the re11 

venues which have been taken from us. I am 
reminded of the man who, after ~tealing ~ 
pig, gave sway the tail in charity to sat:ufy 
hi& con21cience. It was said that tbe delegates 
were going to England to ask the British 
Government to adopt repobhcan inst1tut1ons, 
but I think that it would be hard for the hon. 
member to sbew the act conEtitutional and 
right by either British or republtca:::i autbor­
t:es. In conclus1on, l\Ir. Speaker, I have to 
.. s.y that I sincerely de1.1ire a repeal ol the 
union, and I trust that the gentlemen, who• 
ever they ma.y be, who are entruEted with 
the delicate and responsible duty of going to 
the authorities of England, and of plac1Dg 
the cafe of oar people before them. asking 
them under all the circumEta.nces to restore 
us to our origmsl poPition, and to repeal so 
much of the act as afft!cts Nova Scotia, will 
do their duty fa thfutly and with a due sense 
of the responaib1ltty resting upon them. I 
well know that the eyes of Nova Scotia will be 
upon th(?m, the heart of the country i11 with 
them~ the pra.yers of thousands will-aEcend to 
Hea.ven for the accomphshment of their object 
I aEk the delegates to go firmly and inde­
pendently, s.nd to tell our Sovereign thl\t the 
people of this cauntry are true an<! fa1thfal 
to her person and -her throne,-tbat we still 
cherish and revere the mother country around 
which so many historic recollections cluster, 
-that there 1s not a Chrietian mother within 
the land who does. no~ teach her cb1Jd to hap 
the name of our Gracious Sovereign with aa.­
miration a.nd respect; but that nothmg will 
5at1sfy the people of this country until they 
are placed m the position which their bonor 
and rnterests require by the repeal of an Act 
passed 1n defiance of their wishe~, and lll de­
rogation of their rights. 

The debate was adjourned. 
Mr. BLANCHARD called attention of the 

Go,·eriiment to the necessity Clf giving immc 
diate rehef to the distreesed fishermen in In­
verness County. 

The Hou:!e adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Feb. 13, 1868 
The House m1:t at 3 o 'cfock. 
Hon. PRov. SECltET.ARY ls.i.d on the t~ble' a 

memorial on the E.Ul:ije(ct-of the Horticultural 
Society; a.lao & mol'.ley petitio.i., -

Mr. CAMPBELL presented ra.-inoney pe.htion 
from Rev. J. Chisholm and others, for aid 
for certain distressed ficihermen. 

Dr .. MURRA~ preaented a petition from Dr 
R Munro and o'ferseera of the poor in New 
Glaf!gow asking for the zctw:n of certam 
moneys expended; also from the overs.~ers of 
the poor o:t Section No. 12 of the Eastern 
District of P1ctou, asking for the return 
of moneys expended on transient pauEers; 
also, from truetees of New Gl9.!iow School 
Section with regard to the school tax. 


