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General told us ;s was Quesn Anue’s and her
beirs’ forever,—I would like to see him with
all his acamen sand induetry, work out the
family tree which would make Nova Scotis,
even 1n that case, the propertyjof Qaeen Vic-
toria

(The usual hour for adjournment baving
come Mr Blanchard intumated that he wouli
resume his address 1n the morning )

The debate was adjourned

MISCELLANECTS.

Hon Prov. Secy. announced the receipt of
a draft for $520 from the Counc'lof the
County of Ontario 1n aid of tke fund for the
relief of distresred fishermen.

Hon. Prov. SEcy laid on the table Minutes
of Council 1n reference to the sppomntment of
Legislative Counciilors

Als~ a statement of the Trade and Com-
merce for the nine months ending 30th June.

Mr. Kistoy asked the Government to lay
on the table s statement shewing the amount
provided to pay the first 1nstalment and in-
terest on $4000 borrowed on the credit of the
County of Victoria, also shewing how the
road grant for 1857 was expenced for that
County, how it was drawo, snd what num-
ber of Comm:ssions was issned

Mr CawrBeLL presented s pet.tion pray-
ing that the privileges extended to certamn
ports by chap. 798 Revised Statutes, be ex-
tended to Port Hood

Mr Piyso presented a petition from D
McPhee, s ferryman, askisgr remtnetation
for boats which were lost in a heavy storm.

Mr. NorTaUP introduced a bill to enable
the Commuasioners of Schools, of Halifax, to
erect a school house on land demiged to them
by the City. He also presented a petition
against the bill Both were referred to the
Committee on Education He also preseanted
a petition from James Tucker and others, for
a apecial grant for the road from Turns’ Bay
to Sambro

Mr MorrisoN presented a petition from
Charles Turzer, asking to be remucerated
for twine and rope lost in 1ts transport by
the Railwsy Department. The petition was
referred to the Committee on Manufactures

Mr. CocarAx introduced s bill to amend
the Act incorporating the Roman Catholic
Episcopal Corporation of Halifax. Alsoa
bill relative to the storing of o:l snd Petro-
leum in the city of Halifax

Mr. CaaMBERS presented & petition from
the overseers of the poor of Traro, asking a
further allowance for thesupport of transient
poor.

Mr. McDoxinp ssked the Government to
Iay on the table a statement of the number of
patients admitted to the Hospital for the
Insane since its establishment, and of other
statistics of the Institution.

Mr. Pixeo asked the Government to Isy on
the table all papers relating to a complaint
made by — Fraser against Mr Bigelow, a
Justice of the Peace for the County of Cum-
berland

Mr. PurDY gaid that as the 28th June last
wss a memorable day in relation to our pub-
he affairs, he would aek the Government to
Isy on the table an abstract of the Minutes
of Council for that day, shewing the other
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appointmenta then made, and, in addition, »
statement shewing all the appointments made
by the Hill-Blanshard Goveroment since 1st
July He said he wonld also request the
Government to state their policy in referenoe
+o these appointmente, :

Mr CoPELAXND presented a petition from a
mill owner of Pictou asking for the opening
of & road

Hon Mr FremcrssoN presented s petition
from Messrs. McLelan and Caurrie asking an
increase of pay. Also a petition from in-
habitants of Low Point asking for a road to
Lingan.

Hon Mr Troor present:d a petition from
Andrew Henderson for the opening of a rosd
Also a petition from J G. Balcam ¢t al trus-
tees of a school section, for axd in erecting &
schocl house inetead of one burnt down.

Mr. DeEsBrisay presented a petition from
zhedinha.bxtantl of Mill Cove asking for s
Tosd.

The House adjourned.

WELNESDAY, Feb. 12.

The House met at 11 o’clock.

Hon ATTORNEY GENERAL introduced a
number of acts to 1ncorporate the Eureka
Gold Minng Co., the Ontario Gold Miniug
Co , the Kingston and Sherbrooke Gold Mina
ing Co , the Wentworth and Sherbrooke Gold
Mining Co , the Alphs Gald Mining €o. Also
an act to enable the firewarde of the town of
Pictou to borrow certsin money.

Mr. CavereLL presented a petition from
Margaree in reference to money.

Mr. HoorEr, two petitions from Richmond.

Mr. WEITE, & petition from D. MeDonald
and James MoNetl, of Little Glaoe Bay, with
reference to & cosl claim granted sto otbers;
they ask compensation. The petition was
referred to the Committee on Mines and
Minerals.

Hon. J. FErGUSSoN introduced a bill to in-
corporatc the Giace Bay and Cape Breton
Railway Company A bill toincorporste the
Gardiner Coal Mining Company in C. B.
Also a petition from the trustees of Schools
1n Sydney, praying that no materisl change
be made 1a the School Law.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENBRAL introduoed & bill
to icorporate the Montreal Coal Mining As-
sociation; & bill to incorporate the Hayden and
Derby Mining Co ; a bill to incorporate tae
Mourt Uniacke Mining Co.

MR. BLANCHARD’S SPEECH.
(COXCLTDERD )

The adjourned debate was then resumed.

Mr BraNcHARD rose and said:—Last evens
g, by the kindness of the Government and
the House, I was permitted the privilege of
concluding my speech to-day, on the very
important question under consideration.
Having now before me the fall report of the
hon Attorney General’s remarks, I shall
proceed to notice it as fully ag possible But,
1n the firat place, I would atk leave to move
the resolutions in amendment to those intro-
duced by the goverament, which my hon.
friend (Mr. Pineo) laid on the table on Mon-
day, for the informstion of the House. The
followirg are the resolutions.—



To strike out all the words after the word “ that,”
1n the first fine and substitute the following -—

1st--The Law making power ever sinoe the Provinoe
of Nova Bectis possessed a Legislatars,—subject al-
ways to the Royal prerogative and constitutional en-
actmenty of tbe Imperial Parhament whether exercis-
edin reference to the existing corstitution orto any
other subject of & Provincial character—-is, snd ever
has been vested, and of right ought to vest in the
Lreutenan. Governor, the legislative Counucl and the
House of As embly for the me being

2ad—The night of the Imperial Parliamentto pro-
vide, to change orto aller the Const.tot.on ef a Br.tish
Provirce or Colony s undoubted, has been repeated-
ly ex=rcised and cannot and ought not to be called in
question.

3rd—The Resolutidn ¢f {he 10th <f April 1866
whichk passed both branches of the Nova Bcotia
Legislature, d.d not necessanly contemplate a Con-
federation of all the Bnitish North Amencan Provinces,
nor were the delegates to be appointed thereander in
any way limited or imst-ucted as to how many or
which of the British North American Provinces should
be inciuded within rach Confederation  Nor whether
Prince Edward’s Island and Newfouadiand shomd or
should not be of the number Nor did the terms of
that Resolution require that each of the Colenies
shoald be represented by an equal number of De-
legates.

th~—That, before the Committee of Public Accounts
have reforted upon the financial conditisn of the
Province, and In the absence of any reliable data to
show the effect of the working of the new constication,
the Brnitsh North America Act, 1867, and Her
Majesty's Proclamation thercunder, have not beenin
operation sufficientiy long to warrant any authorita-
tive expression of opinion on the part of thus Legisla~
ture, a3 to the effect to be produced upon Canada, er
sny Province of Canada, much lets to justify an as
sertion that it will reduce the Province of Nova Beotia
t» the degraded condition of & dependency of Canada
—Nova Beotia being by the Act 1n gueation 8 con-
statuent part of Oanada, with a fair representation in
both branches of the Canadian Legislature

5th  That the Railway debt of Nova Beotia in the
year 1863 amounted to $4,000,000 upon which inter-
est was chargeable and pad at the rate of six per
centum per snnum, smounting to $240,000 That the
policy of the Gevernment and legisiature has been
since then largely to increasss the public debt and ex-
pend the amount borrowed 1n the construction of Rail-
ways and other pubiic works. That ths fanded debt
of the Province 18 now $3,000,000 and upwards the
1nferest npon which amounts now to $180,000 and ap-
wards. which, 1f the Bitish North America Act, 1867,
had never passed, would have necessitate a very con-
siderable rise 1a the tanff of Nova Scotia, even if there
had been no falling off in 1mports, or a greatly dummn
ished vote for the public service

6th—That fundamental and matenial changes of the
Constitutions of Bntish Provinces both in the Eastern
and Western Hemispheres have from tume, to time, 83
occasion required, been made, as well by the Impensl
Parhament, a8 by Despatches emanating from Downing
Street—and the Constitution of Neva Bcotia guarantee-
1ng Besponsible Government a3 1t has existed, and at
present exists, and in many other of 1ts most impor-
tant features rests upon the aathority of Despatches of
successive Secretaries of State for the Colonies.

7 That the Legislatare of Nova 8cotia. 1in the Bes-
sion of 1967, recognized the British North American
Act of 1867,5ud Chapter 1, after providing for a recon-
struction of departmental offices and the salary of in-
cumbents 1n Bection 9, specially refers to said Act as
about to ¢ be brought 1nto full operation by Her Majes-
ty’s Proclamation,” chap 2, passed during tho same
Bession reducing the number of representaiives in any
fnture Hoase of Assembly. adapted the Locil Consti
tation to the cond.tion of things Chapter 8 dieables
Benators and Members of the House of Commons of
Canada to hold seats in the Legistatu~e of Nova Sco-
tia aud Chapter 17 provides whers .ne election of
members to serve 1o the House ¢f Cummons of Canada
and the Legisliative Assembly, 18 to be held

8 That the expression of opinion ox the part of the
Nova Bcotia Leginiature of the date of the 10th Apnl,
1866, ¢ that {t was desirable that a Confederation of
the British North American Proviaces should take
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place” was as much a constriutional declaration of the
then existing Legislatare, and entitled to as mnch
credit as any subsequent contradictory daclaration of
the present or any future Legislature can be

9 That, however desirable it may seem ts be, it has
never been held essential to the validity or coostita-
ticnalty of an Act of Parilament, eitherin a British
Proviace or 1n Bngland, that 1t should first be submit-
ted to and obizin the assent of the people at the polls

10 That the people of Nova Scotia have ever been
¢ornsp.cucas for their loyalty and attachment to the
British Crewn and their obedience to the laws of the
Empire. They bave ever had the protecting arm of
the m.ghtiest nation in the world thrown arcund them
Their seacoasts have been jea ously guarded by a Bn-
tish navy ard thewr priccipalcity garnsened, fortified
aand protected by British teoops. all at Imperial ex
pense. They have no fears, therefore, that Great
Britain will invade their nights or 1nfl.ct10justice upon
them, or suffer 1t to be done by others

11 Ta view cf the defenceless condition of the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia unsupported by Imperisl ald in
case of hostile attaca from withont this Legislature
gratefully appreciates the interest displayed on the
part of Her Majesty’s Government, and chrerfully
recognizes the right and the * just authonty” referred
to 1 the despatch of the Right Hon Mr Cardwell,
Prnocipal Becretary of 8tate for the Colonifes under
date of June 24 1865, in which, among other thicgs,
it 18 declared—“ Looking to the determination which
this country has ever exhubited te regard the defence
of the Colonies as & matter of Imperial concern the
Colones must recogmze a right and even acknowledga
an ob'igation 1acambent upon the Home Government
to urge with esroestness and just authonty the mea-
sures which they consider most exp:dient on the part
of the Colonies with & view to their own defence. Nor
can 1t be doubtful tha’ the Provinces of Brit sh North
America are 1mncapable, when separate and divided
from each other, of making thore just and efficient
preparations for national defence which would be easily
undertaken by a Province umtiog initself all the po
pulation and all the resources ¢f the whola

12 That:f 1t bethe opimion of Her Majeaty’s Gow-
ernment and thoze whose previous military training
qualifies them to speak with authority upon the sub-
Ject, that a Confederation of the British North Ameri
can Provinces was prudent and desirable and requisite
for their defence agatist any aggressive force {rom
without that might be aimed at them or any one of
them, then 1t 18 the duty of every loyal subject to re
spert that expressinn of opnion. t3 co-operate with
Her Majesty’s Goveromen t7 make all reasonable
sacriflices imnorder to preserve Jhe existing connection
with the fathsrland, and chezrfally to aid 1n monld-
ing the :ipstitations of the country 1n the manper best
adapted to sccure 8)> desirable an object

13 That as regards the courss adopted by the Gov
ernment and Legislature of Nova Beotia to bring about
a Umon of the British North American Provinces,
it was ander the 1ostructi-os and as nearly as possib]
is accordaace with the recommendation of Her Mafes-
ty’s Guvernment, as set forth 1o a despatch dated the
the 3rd day of December, 1864, written zfter the sit-
ting of the Quebec Conference, and addressed to Lord
Monck as Governor-Gaoneral, etc, etc, in which,
among other things, occurs the following —

“Jt appearsto them (Her Majesty’s Government)
therefore that you should now take immediate mea-
sures to concert with the Lieutenant Gevernors ¢f the
several Provinces for submittiog to the respe~tive Le
gislatures this project ¢f the Conference  And if, as
1 hope, you are able to report that these Lecisiatures
sanction and adopt the scheme, Her Majesty’s Gov
ernment will render yon ail the assistance in their
power for carrying it into effect. It will probably be
found to be the most convenment ccurse that, in con-
cert with the Lieutenant Governors, you shon.d select
a deputatioa of the perzons best quahfied to proceed
to thiy country, that they may be present duning the
preparation of the Bil ard to give t) Her Majesty’s
Goverume,t the henefit of thesr counsel upon udy
suestin which ey snse duniog the passage of the
measure through the two Houses of Parhament

Aund thig rec mmendation was but the embodiment
and reiterstion «f the sent.mients of Her » ajesty’s
Government as delivered by the late Duke of New-
castle expressed an relalicn to the same subject, and
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to be found in a despatch to the Earl of Mulgrave,
dated the 6th day cf July, 1862 After refernag ic
some such coxference or consuitation as that held at
Quebkec, that great statesman and friepd of the colo-
nies remarked ‘Baut whatever the result of such coo-
saliation might be the most satisfactory mede of test
ing the opinion cf the people of British North Amer-
¢a would probably be by raeans of resolution or ad-
dress propesed to the Legislature of each Province by
its own Government

from him when he says a confederation is not
stable—that a federsl democracy ¢xnpot suges
ceed In my judgment there is no tyravny
on earth 20 absolute as tbat which can be
exercised under a pure democracy. Under
this system liberty may be crushed, and no
remedy or appesl allowed to the oitizen.
This has been exemplified within the past four
years 1n the United States; the Habeas Cor-

I regret that in the diecharge of what I . pus Act has been srbitrarily suspended; and

consder to be my duty, I have made these
resolutions more voluminous than I ever
made any before. My excuse is that the
party I represent feel 1t necessary and proper
to state their case as fully as posmble, and
show the country the grounds upon which
they oppose theresolutions introduced by the
Government We shall not have the advan-
tage possessed by the Government of having
delegates to explain our case fully im Eng-
1and, and therefore find it necessary to make
this smendment somewhat longer than they
would bave been under different circum-
stances

The Attorney General stated, I pereeive by
his speech, that he would probably add one
or two other resolut:ons to hisspeech. Now,
1 feel we will be at some disadvantage 1f we
are unable to give these new resolutions that
fall ¢onsideration which they may demsad

{Hon ATTORNEY GENERAL here read the re-
solutions 1n question.)

Mr BraxcHARD continued—I am glad that
the Attorney General has given me an oppors
tanity of learning the natare of the new re-
solutions which he intends adding to those
previously introduced. I now passon to re-
view the lengthy speech of the Hom Atty
General in opening the debate I need not
ssy anything as to the introduction of that
speech, for there is not a_sentence in 1t with
which I cannot agree I concur most em-
phatically in the declaration that the happiest
and freest people in the world are those who
are most obedient to the law. Then he went
on to speak of the want of & Court of Ims=
peachment for political offenders  This 1s the

first time in my life that I ever heard of any - “that gave rise to the war

man living under & British -constitution ad-
_ vocating spy-other Court for the trisl of such
offenders than the High Court of Parliament
itself to which every member is responsible If
1 trangress the rules of this House, or do any-
thing contrary to its dignity,—if I offend
sgainst the laws in connection with any pub-
li¢ duty, here 1s the tribunal to try me Up-
on you, sir, 8nd the gentlemen around, will
devolve the daty of punishing me consistently
with its power We have next from the At-
torney General s panegyric upon our own
constitution as well as apon the framers of the
Amencan constitution The faalts of the latter
were pointed out to a certsin extent, and the
beauties of the constitution under which we
pave lived was besutifully eulogized, and
with these septiments I can find po fault
The Hon Attorney General declared that the
grext fault of the American system was that
1t was & democracy and a confederscy—that
1t wap democratic 1nstead of monsrchicai—
that 1t was & federal instesd of a legielative
union. I agree with him on the first point
Democrat:c institations sre the last to which
I would wish to resort, but I differ in toto

we have aeen 13 or 14 States kept oat of Con-
gress, and upable to legislate except in ags
cordance with the wisbes of the dominant
party.

I am not going 1nto any lengthy argument
on this subject, but I will ark the House to
consider whether he has not himself shown
that & Confederation is calculsted to make a
country great and powerful What does he
say in the subsequent partof his speech?
He says 1if the United States only settle their
internal difficulties they will become one of
the greatest, 1f not the greatest, nation on
the face of the earth. He bacea that assertion
on the enormous progress of that country
within the Isst forty or fifty years A short
time since the whole world looked on with
contempt whilst a nation of ghopkeepers ens
tered into a civil war; no one believed thit
the contest would last for any length of time.
But the world saw armies such as it never
ssw before, not even in Napoleon’s dayy
What enabled that country to send into the
field its troops by hundreds and thousands,
nay by millions? What was it that enabled
them to raise the money required to meet
their enormous expenditures? The fact is
that under a Confederated Democracy they
had been growing with a rapidity such as
the world bad never seen before. I am torld
by the organ of the Government that I am
crammed for this occasion I wll undertake

—

to say that no member of the Gover:xr:?u/
will dare, 1n this House, to repeat mhattheir

organ has tauntingly said. -Buf to continue,
the Attorney Genersl has ssid that 1t was
the difficuities in connection with State Rights
I differ from him
in & good many respects. In the United
States the President appoints his own Cabis
net, which holds office as long as he chooses,
and though a msjority of both Houses enter-
tain opimions different from these gentlemen,
yet they may continue in power Look at
the position of the present Congress—enga~

Zed 1n a heated conflict with the Preasident.

A great difficulty has always been thbe irres
pressible conflict between the North and
South, on the question of slavery But let
me tell the Attorney General that we are not
confederated as the Upited Ststes There
were originally 13 ndependent States Is
our condition analogous to that of thoss
States” The hon gentlemsn complains thst
we are not as independent as an American
State, Maine for instance Now I have no
desire to see this country annexed to the
Un:ted States, neither do I wish to see 1t
placed in the position of any State of the
Union  When we go into the United States,
we hnd the States possesaing different Usury
Laws. Each State agzin has different regu-
lations with respect to the franchise. No-
thing of that kind exists in our system We
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bhave ome [rury Lsw, ons ou Marriage
snd Divorce, ene on the subject of Crime,
and 80 on. “Ifwe have to join the
U.8.°’, says the hon gentleman, ‘ Nova
Beotia would possess all the freedom that
every Stste of the Union possesses We
would have the choice of our Governors, of
our Senators, of our Leguslators, and we
would have the power of self-taxation in the
highest degree >’ Sarely he, the very cham-
pion of Conservatism, is the last man that
would promulgate such s doctrine as that
the. peopie shouvld appoint their own Govern~
ors and Senators, inatead of the Queen. But
do the people govern the Umited States more
than the people here? No, sir, I nndertake
to say, not as much. In the United States,
the Cabinet, when once appointed, 18 no long-
er under the control of the people and theiwr
repregentatives But ‘‘ we are governed by
a little knot of Execative Councillors.,” It
is & knot of councillors, at sll events, who
possess the confidence of the people. Sup-
pose, for the sake of argument, that to-mor=
row this eweeping messure was granted, and
we were placed where we were before. Who
would impose the taxation upon this coun-
try? Would it be this House? It would be
this House theoretically. Would it be the
people? It.would be theoretically. It would
be the Legislature representing the people,
and the Government representing the House

Generally, if not invariably, the tanff is
brought down by the Government and is
alightly, if at all altered, by the House. We
were, therefore, a8 much taxed by 8 knot of
Ezecative Councillors as we are now.

I thank Heaven as well as the Attorney
Genersl for tke benficent rule of Her Majesty
and the sovernment which sarround her
throne. The hon. gentleman then goeson to
say that we have to approach Ministers very
different from those that were in power in
the time of George I1I, and I admt thia also.
‘*Her Majesty,’” we are told, *‘took the oath
that she would rule the country according to
the laws, customs and statutes of therealm.’”
Now one of the statutes of this realm is this
very Confederation Act, and certsinly we are
bound to respect 1t aa well as Her Msjesty.
Then we are told—**Look at the injuries done
to the province within the 1ast six months.”’
See their liberties taken away, see them taxed
by a foreign and alien Legislatare; see their
property taken away from them, &c’’ Are
we taxed by a foreign and alien legislature ?
Are we taxed more unfairly than the State of
Maine which has in & manner been brought
into invidious comparison with us” I hope
the day will never come when we will be tax-
ed 1@ the manner stated We have & General
Legislatare meeting on British so1] and com-
posed of British sutjects: wehavea repres
tation in that body, though 1t may be small
Now I take such language asthsat used by the
hon gentleman, as simply s flow of 1dle
words. But then some of the delegates
ought to be hanged, according %o the hen
gentlemsn; they would certainly not bc pers
mitted to live in some countries What
country ismeant? The very couniry that
the hon, gentleman has been bringing into
invidious comparison with us.

The bon. gentleman goes on to tell us that

he does not believe that the high-minded
British Government and Parlisment wall re-
fuse repeal at the instance of this Legislative
body If it should be the case what then*
That is an expression which we have heard
all over the face of this country for the last
few months. I believe more strongly than
the Attorney General believes the very reverse,
that Repeal will not be listened to for s single
mcment. And what then? Have the gos
vernment or any of those who are agitating
thiz question considered the pomtion that they
will ocoupy. In a part of his speech the At-
torney Genersl says something about the
British flag being taken awsy from this
country, and another substituted—that guch
an occurrence would be s dire calamity. I
ask the House to consider whether or not
there 18 being spread abroad in this country,
from one end to the other, s feeling that
msy, in case Repes! is refused, lead to con-
sequences which I do not like to contem-
plste. I feel it my duty asa member of this
House, to ask my fellow citizens to pause
and consider if their request should be_re-
pealed. ‘“What then?’’

The Attorney General said that he had tas
ken grest psins to ascertain the groundson
which we hold the present constitation of
this country, and he went back to tha ‘“old
times’’ of this colony. In thetime of ge
Il. a coluny called Grenada had a charter
granted to it by the king, but three months
afterwsards an act was. passed imposing cere
tain taxes on the country, which act was de«
clared by Lord Mansfield to be illegal. No
greater man ever adorned the British benoh,
no man ever made more mistakes than Lord
Mansfield. 1 ask the hon. Attorney General
whether the principles in respect to libel
which that eminent man fought from court to
court, and in the Houge of Lords, would be
tolerated now. Under that doctrine more
tyranny was committed than had ever before
been committed in the annals of British
Jurisprudence. But suppose the Parliament
of England bad imposed a tax on the colony,
would Lord Mansfield have dared to oppose
it? Thereis no such case on record. We
have only this instance of s king, after he
had once delegated his authority coming for-
ward and 1mposing this tax, Formerly, 1t ia
true, ehip money and taxes were levied by
the king; but they were shewn to be uncon~
stitutional and irregular. I know the love
of the hon. Attorney General for old times.
How many persons would now like to submmt
to the charter referred to by him? Iwil
come to times after the charter had been im-
proved, and what hasppened then? We had
40 men sitting 1n this Legislature and 12 ait-
ting 1 the other,—who were characterized
astwelve old women. They sat with closed
daors, and allowed no person to know what
was going on. These twelve men controlled
this country—imposed and collected every
penny of taxation  Yet the old charter must
be irrevocable  Cannot a copstitution that
has once been granted by the king be altered?
Many of these charters were formerly granted
to men to manufacture certain articles, to
have an exclusive right to them in certain
looalities. It was contended that these char-
ters were irrevocable. When 1t was found
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necessary thst there shounld be some power
to alter these charters, by Wilham and
Mary, chap S, the whole corttrol of all such
matters was given to Parliament. Yet will
the Attorney General or any other lawyer
versed 1n constitations]l iaw teil me that the
High Court of Parlismert had not the right
to alter the charter given to Lord Cornwal-
lis. Then let him go to Jamsica, if hede-
nies 1it, and what do we find? The whole
charter of that colony was swept awsy and
changed by the Pail'ament of Great Britain.
Nor 18 thatail D:d not the Parliament in-
terfere with the conetitution of New Zzaland’
Did zot they go to South Africa and unite
the two countries into one? Ten or fifteen
years ago the separat: Legisistures of Cana
ds were swept away, and the two Provinces
united as one.

The Attorcey Geperal says that ¢ Queen
Anpe became the abeolute owner of Nova
Scotis, and 1t does not belong to the people cr
Parlisment of England, who had no more to
do with 1t than the people of Turkey.”” If
that were true we would certainly be in a
nice position—subject to the caprice of the
governing powers of England, with nothing
but a flimey charter between us and the mon-
arch of the realm We have a noble status
—we live ander the shadow of the British
Crown—usnder the shadow of the British con-
stitution and British Parliament—we are not
subject to the mere caprice or whim of any
single person. To teli me that the Parha-
ment of Great Britain has nothing to do with
the Province of Nova Scotia is to tell me what
no sensible man csnbehieve. The Parliament
has the power which 1t has continued to ex-
ercige for the last century whenever the Im-
perial interests are affected. I speak now
within my own recollect:on I had the honor,
when 8 young man, of being one of Her Ma-
Jesty’s Collectors of Customs under the Brit-
ish Government—commissioned to collect
certain duties 1mposed by Imperial statute,
and with which this Legislature had nothine
todo Yetthe Hon Attorney General wishes
to go back to the omnginal charter The
money came back, 1t 1s true, but for
what purpose? To pay the Judges and
other public officers whosze salaries were paid
by the Britith Government 7They never gave
up the right, until at last the duties became
too small to pay these salaries Then came
the great fizht on the Civil List between this
Province acd the British Government. At
last we bad to agree to fix the salaries of the
public officers at certain sums before the mats
ter was settled. Not until last year were we
allowed to touch the matter 2gain, and deal
with 1t a8 we might think proper Yet, sayp_
the Attorney General, the Britich Parliamen
hasnothmg to do with the Province.

The hon eentleman ssserts that the.day
the King signed that charter, and sppended
his Great Seal, he gave up the authonty to
make laws to the Legislature Unquestion-
ably he did To make laws, how” Subject
to his own approval—to his own veto That
is the power which the Queen stiil poseesses
Did he give them the exclusive power to make
laws? He retaned the right for the Imperial
Government of making laws whenever the

5

Imperial interests required it. It is nots
dozen years since & large proportion of the
shipping were taxed by an Imperial statute
for the erect'on of a hght hoase at Cape
Race. There is not a ship that comesinto
this harbour, or goes into & foreign port, bat
18 controlled by an Imperial statate. Our
statates 1n cobnection w.th t1at matter are
not regarded, our shipping act 1s not of any
value beyond the borders of Nova Scotia.

I am eorry that I cannot follow the Attor-
uney QGeperal through his valuablie diecourse
upon polt cal economy. He says that the
free trade policy of 1848 was an injury to this
country—thst 1t fettered trade, and led to a
great deal of difficulty. I differ from him on
this point algo. Never was there a greater
boon conferred on the British Empire. Eng-
1and said to the Colonies - 1mpose what duties
you think are necessary, but you must not
make any difference between duties on Ame-
rican  goods, and those from England, or
anywhere else That policy, for a time, led
to some hardship; 1t prevented our goods,
for a time, going 1nto the West India market
It was nevertheless an evidence of the genius
of England She showed the world what the
enterprize and energy of her capitalists enas
bled ber to do, but the Attorney General s a
protectionist of the old school, and cannot
appreciate this wise and judicions policy of
the mother country. Bat had England no-
thing with us when she passed the Actin
question ? What right bad she to say that
you shall impose certain duties? What right
had she to violate that musty old parchment
found somewhere in the archives of this
building? The Imperisl Government then
told these Colonies, if you pass an Act conn
trary to our policy, we shall veto it, and the
Colonial Governors were instructed to reserve
their assent on &ll such measures.

The hon. Attorney General goes on to say
that 1f the time thould ever come when the
flag of Great Britain shall be lowered on
Citadel Hill, and the flag of another nation
raised 1n 1ts place, 1t would be a time of dire
humiliat.on. If that time should ever come,
he went on to say, and the United States put
1n possession of Halifax, it would become a
second Gibraltar. Why we are now a Gibs
raltar as far as the strength of the fortifica-
tions go—our harbour is more impregagple
than any in the United States. Let any of
these gentiemen take a walk to the Point or
go across to McNab’s Island and see the ad-
dit:ons that have been made to our fortifica-
tions within the last few years. Halifax
would now bea far more difficult place to
take than the City of New York. The hon.
gentleman says that it would te & sad day
when the Americans obtained possession of
Nova Scotia  So 1t world be; but let mae tell
the hon gentleman that though Great Britain
may often—perhaps too often for her pres-
tige—present a peacefal attitude; yet let the
flag of Annexation be once rased in Nova
Scot's, and every acre of the go1l would Lte
deluced with blood, before she would allow
this province to be yielded to any foreign
nation. I am not afraid that the flag of any
other nation will ever float over this country
except the flag of England; but what I fear
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is thix if a serious ¢ry of annexation should
ever be raised, and the United States shouid
ever interfere in this matter, Nova Sootia
wnll be ruined, since her go1l wul be thearena
of conflict I agree with every word that the
hon member has eaid about the great loss
that Grest Britasin would sustain if she lcst
Nova Scotia—for 1t would be a heavy blow
to her maritime supremacy Knowing that
Great Britain would look on 1t in that as-
pect, 1 feel she would spend m:llions of trea-
gure before she would suffer this province
paes away from her

The bon gentleman says that the House of
Assembly passed a resolution authorizing &
delegation of an equal number from esch
Province, and that all the proceedings were
1llegal unless this principle was carried out
Now the fact is that the resolution oniy says
that each Province ehall have an equal 1o1ce
It made no d:fference whether there were six
from one Province and ten from amcther,—
whenever sny question came to be discussed
each of the Provinces had but an equal voice
and equal vote.

The hon. gentleman hae suddenly fallen 1n
love with & Legislative Union I don’t differ
from him very much, but 1 am sure his
friends will not agree with him What have
they been saying over this country for the
last two years? We will be swamped 1n the
Genersl Parhament, because our representa-
tion is only 19 in a House of 181 members
But remember we have now a separate Legis-
lature, to which 13 entrusted the manage-
ment of mapy very important public ques-
tions You have now charge of our mines
and minerals, education, crown lands, and
other matters affecting the people, but let
the principle of the Hon. Attorney General
be carried out, and what then? All these
mmportant matters will be taken away from
us and optrusted to the General Parhament
Do the gentlemen who support the Hon
Attorney Qeneral agree with him on this
point ?

I have been taunted w.th being in a miser-
able and mean minority—with being the re-
presentative of only a fraction of the county
which rent me here. Bui my hon. friend
from Cumberland, as well a8 myzglf,
we A t

! am 1fie
in the Provin It 18 true
that the vote cast on the other side was much
greater; the people, 1n the exercise of their
constitutional right, swept out of aight the
members of the Government which had pro-
moted Confederation, but I am not aehamed
that I stand here the representative of a frac-
tion of the people under thore circumstances

eel s iy my A0ty (6 do 0
the great body of men whose representative
1 happen to be; but all Ican say 18 that I
have dore my best to promote their interests
and discharge the duty devolving upon me

Afternoon Session.
PETITIONS
Mr EKipetox presented s petition from B
and M. Morreon and cthers for s momney
grant; algo, one from McMillan ard others,
also, one from Alex. McDonald ard cthers,
al80, two from Big Interval

Mr. Dickig presented a pet.tion from the
Fruit Growers’ Association

The adiourned debate wae resumed.

Mr Piven sa:d—I beg permission to recond
the smendment which has been moved by the
hon member for Inverness Az another gen-
tleman had the fioor on the adjournment of
the HoureI will not now oceupy the time,
but 1(111 reserve my observations for another
occagion

HR. MORRISON’S SPEECH.

Mr. Mogrisox said—In rising to address
the House on the questicn now before it, I
may eay that [ am iaboring under the same
pkysical disadvantages of which the hon
member fcr Inverness complained; but the
duty which I owe to the people demands that
I should meet some of the arguments used by
that gentleman on the spur of the moment
The hon member told us that he was unwell,
but he did not tell us the cause of his iliness;
I feel confident 1t has been an abscess, filled
with illogical matter, judging from what es-
caped his lips, and I trust that having got
rid of such a quantity of terrible matter, he
will, a8 he certainly should, regain his
wonted heaith I will be under the necesmity
of reading his speech backwards in the com-
ments which I shall make upon it The first
thing, therefore, I shall refer to will be about
the last sentence he uttered, when he told
us, in bold language, that we would not get
a repeal of the obpoxious Union Act. He
was ten thousand times more confident that
we would not get repeal than the Attorney
General was that we would get 1t; but was
thatall?” No, sir. The learned member was
not only positive in hig aesertions, but he
was defiant and threatening in hug tone, and
hetold ua that before England would consent
ta> Repeal or to our separation from the Em-
pire she would drench the soil of the whole
Dominion 1n blood  That langusge reminds
me of the bullying which is heard in other
Parliaments than this  What are we about
todo” Weare about to approach Her Ma-
Jesty the Queen 1n & sumple and constitution=
al way, ssking her to see that the Commons of
England repeat the act which confederated
us to Canada. Becsuse we make thaf plain
and honest request it 18 inasinuated that we
are annexation:sts, for that 18 sbout the pur-
port of the langnage that was used. I aseert
with a8 much confidence as he displayed that
this Confederation Act will te the very means
of accomplishing & separation from the Em-
pire and our snnexation to the United States,
—i1f that event should ever bappen—for I te-
lieve that a love of annexation principles uc-
derlies the whole of the proceedings on which
that act is based It 18 becaure thatis my
beiief that I oppose the measure as strenuous.
.y as I do. If the act be not repealed it ismy
conviction that circumstances which we can=
not control will carry usinto the neighbora
1ng Republie.

The hon member has told us that the Im-
perial Parhiament has a right at any time to
step in and alter our constitution ;— this
much I will grant him that when the neces-
sitieg of the nation require it, the Parliament
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niay have & right to say to us, we cannot
keep you any longer in your present con-
pection, we must cast you off. But I deny
the right of the Imperial Parliament to foilow
us after that connection has been broken,
and force us into an obmoxicus position
against our will I say to this Houce, snd
to the people of this country, that :f shedoes
do go it wi'l be an usnconstitutional act on
her part, and a perfect breach of faith with
the people of this country. We are told in
the first clause of the amendment 1aid on the
table by the hcn member, that Nova Scotia
has the right to mske laws by her Pariia-
ment for her own people,—L go witn the
hon. member there;—it says further that she
oaght to have that right,—1 go with him
there algo,—but I ask has the Parliament of
Nova Scotia made this Confederation Act” 1
deny that 1t did, it never passed throagh our
House, therefore it isno law of our making
The legislators who are elected ate the men
who have the right to make laws for the
country in which they are elected, and no
one else hae that right The men clected
must make the laws, they cannot delegate
the power to another body I deny that two
Parliaments can hold the same power,—we
have no authority for such & propostion,
either 1n the moral 1aw, statute law, or comes
mon law: or in the divine law, or the law of
nature;—s mMAD CARDOt Berve two Imasters,—
if the power hag been given to the Parliament
of Nova Scotia to make & law, that Parha-
ment may make 1t subject of course to the
aesent or dissent of the authorities in Eog»
Iand, that is the constitutional check placed
on our legislation, but no other Parlhiament
can have the same power at the same
moment Something has been said 1n reply
to the remsark of the Attorney General about
eur having no court for the trial of political
offenders, and the hon member for Inverness
says that this legislature is the court,—but I
differ from him there There i8 such a court,
and the people of Nova Scotia constitute it
They have given our late political offenders
a trial, and have consigned them to oblivion
as politicians forever, and in that they exera
cised & most righteous judgment

When the hon leader of the Opposition
came to refer to the Republic on our western
border, he grew highly eloquent,—he swelled
humself almost as big as the frog in the fable,
and talked about the tremendous democracv,
that had suspended the Habegs Corpus Ac .
It is truethat in the United Ststes that / ot
18 suspended, and why ? Because over a7 4j].
hion of men were in arms, and no one ¥ pey
from what quarter the next bayomet t' jpyat
would be made on upoffending citizenr . pyut
18 there no other part of the world 10 which
that Act is suspended? Will 1t be t aloved
that the Habeas Corpus Act is suspe aded in
this wmighty Dominion? And Wh gt ;4 its
Government afraid of?7 Not]of the pegopet
but of the free expression of the 0 siniong of
the people of Nova Scotia  The G ,yernment
of the Dominion are smoothing the way to
throw us into prison and keep u° | there with-
outa trial if weshould raisea mt prmgr against
their acts of tyranny. A 27 eat deal has
been said from time to &1 gme about the
United States having confede ryted, and that

matter was referred to by the leader of the
Opposition to-day It 12 true that those
States did confederate, and why did they do
80 ? They had no nationality—they had to
confederate in order that they might become
a nation There was no such necessity in our
cage, for we were part and parcel of the migh-
t:est Empire in the world Our new copat:-
tution makes ug, not as was the case with the
old colonies, s new and independent nation,
but a mere sub confederacy, taking us sway
from the bosom cf the Empire 1nstead of
drawing us more ciosely to1t But the hon
member =zaid that somebody outeide this
House asked **If we cannot get repeal, what
them?’” The hon gentieman spoke as 1f 1t
were really wrong to ask so simple a ques-
tion,—he assisted in taking away our consti-
zution, snd now he wishes to mlence enquiry,
—he would not only manacle our hands but
geal our lips  Surely a Nova Scotian can ask
*“ whet then ™’ as well as 8 man in any other
part of the world Bat there 18 another gnes-
tionI would hike to agk, and 1t is. If we get
repeal what then > That is & question which
the hon member for Inverness will be more
deeply 1nterested m When he goes down to
face his indignant constituents they will
show him ** what then *> In speskiogof the
chapge n our constitution the hon member
told us that no such question was ever sub-.
mitted to the people at the polls He must
havea very short memory, and I could not
help thinking, a8 he made the remark, of
what old Doctor Hendereon said, when his
neighbor’s pigs got mto the field,—** I turned
them out,’” asid he, ** ard told them not to
come back again, but I find they have very
bad memories; they all came back again, and
now I’H take & gun and, farth, I’ll help their
memories > No such question submitted to
the people at the polls' Wasit not done
twice in New Brunswick in relatior to this
¥2ry question? Were not the people of Prince
F.dward Ysland allowed to pass upon it? Was
aot Nev foundland allowed to say whethershe
wished to.comen or not” Yet that right
was d enied to Nova Scotis, and without cast-
ing any reflections on the other Provinces, I
ma'y gay that our people possessed as much,
if not more, mtelligence than thote of sny
© ther of the group of colonies Aye, sir, it
was because they had more ntelhgence that
the right was withheld from them.

Was not the question of annexing Ireland
to England submitted to the people ? Yes;
and when the people of Ireland refased to
aocept the measure at the polls, Enghsh gold
was sent in to accomplish the work, and the
rights and interests of Ireland were sacrificed
by her legislators And yet'the hon. gentle-
man stands up and azks if ever such a ques-
tion was submtted to the polls In the
couree of hus speech he said that Sir Robert
Peel had declared that Parlisment was bound
to set an example of wirdom, justice and
good faith, I thank hio, for that reference,
and I say well would it have been for this
country 1f the lata go vernment and legisia-
ture had followed thr, advice of Sir Rokert
Peel. Before Iconc! yde my remarks I will
show that thal go gernment and legislature
acted most feolish) y, with the greatest injus-
tice, and 1 vio',atiom of every particle of
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faith which they should have held good. I
think 1 can shew thati that government vio-
Isted the pledges which they had given in
their despatches, and acted in such s treach-
erous macper that if the most simple bsaket-
waker, the most falien fishmonger or the
most humbie hod-carrier in the land had
broken pledges, and deserted the interests of
his master #o fully as they d'd, there is not
a society of chimney gweeps in the British
Empire but would kick him from their com-
pany. The hon. member for Iaverneas told
us that the constitution of Lngland had been
changed by the emancipation of the Catho-
lice  Was that a great change of the constis
tution such as the presentone” Not at aii;
st was oply simply tsking awsay a reigious
disabiiity.

But the hon gentleman said that the Par-
Liament ¢f England took no step :n this mat
ter until our own Legislature had deait with
it That briogs us back to the assertion that
cur people had & right to make any law afa
fecting their own ivterests, the check being
the withhoid.ng of Her Majesty’s azgent. The
theory 18, that Nova Scotiz, having the
power, moved frst for such an act, and that
Great Britaiz foilowed 1n the weke We will
examive that theory presently, baut in the
meantime let us lcok at snother illustration
that was brought forward—that of the Eng
lish Reform B.,ll Parhiament, 1t 18 true,
passed taat measure, but what other power
could have done 1t” But that wse not a
change in the constitution; :t did not de-
prive apy claes of people of their rghts—it
merely added to the rights of the subject.
That 18 & d.stinchion which I wish kept
clearly in view Not one of these acts denu-
ded the peopls of Epgland of any rights or
privileges. Then, again, a3 to the repeal nf
the Corn Laws—did that measure transfer
the revenues cf the country toanother Govs
ernment®> True, 1t might for a t.me cripple
tke revenue, but the people were willicg and
able to bear the loss  And toere 18 amother
point here which I wieh to press on your
attention were apy of theze measures car-
ried against tae wishes of the people of Eng-
jand ? No, but in obedience to their com-
mands, while the Act of Confederation has
been forced upon us despite the strong
remonstrances of the people. Catholic Eman-
cipation, the Reform measure, and the repeal
of the Corn Laws, had been debated for
yeare, election after election had turned on
these questions, and the men elected to sups
port the legislation which wes accompl.shed
We, on the contrary, bad no cpportunity of
choesing our representatives with the v.ew
to any such change 1o the constitution That,
I think, 18 a full answer to the argument de-
duced from parslel casss Circumstarces
alter cases. The Ministry of Ergland could
not, on sny one of thoge measures, have
stood a week 1f they had mot bowed to the
will of the people, but kere we had a Minis-
try standing 1n defiance of the people, and
nsi1sting that the people had no voice 1n the
matter. .

I assert here that our rights were handed
over against our will,—we were made depen-
dants of Canada, acd I sek 1f any such exs
ample can be found in Eoglish history? No

gir, no such act was ever done before by the
British Parliament, and I defy the hon
member ¢ point me to an instance of 1t We
know that the despotic autocrat of Rusea has
w.thin the last four years hiberated twenty-
s.x miliions of serfs, giving them s certain
messure of poltical freedom ard other privi-
leges. Braz i, anotuer deepotic empire, has,
with:n the last four years, Iiberated three
millions of her slaves,—the Great Republic
Ising on our westera border, has just come
through the most terr.ble inter necine war
that wes ever raged ;n the world, & war in
which she drezched her h'lis and valleys with
buman blood to liberate four miilions of her
slaves,—but oh, a.r, tell it not in Rusma,—
proclaim 1t not 1n the streets of Brazil, or on
the housetope ¢f Amer.ca, that 1z Engiand,
the boasted asylum of liberty, an Act was
passed 1n the eeventh decade of the nineteenth
century that makes 350,000 British freemen
British serfs We are determined to relieve
ourselves from that posit.ion of eerfiom, and
because we do 80 we hear all manner of in-
sminustions brought agsinst us. Hawving
now, as briefly ss I could, reviewed the
speech of the hon member for Inverness, 1
wul tarn my at ention to the subject more
immediately under diecussion I must here
express my deep regret that tae Imperial
Parliament thought proper to pass an act
that has brought the people of thig country
to the verge of a crisis which i3 unparalleled
1n the history of Br.t sh North America
Single-handed and alone, Nova Scotians,
by industry and economy, had elevated their
country to a position that was enviable in the
eyes of their fellow-colonists, they could
point wich pride to the rapid advances which
they had made 1n material prosperity as well
as to their loyalty and attachment to the
throne of Great Britain while cherishing
theirown free institutions. They could point
to notle public works which had been 1sid
dywn 1n the country, while they bad been
ever ready to meet 1n tae most promp: man-
ner ail the local demands of all their indus-
trial clagses VWith a tstff lower than that
of any of the other Provinces of British
Americs, they had provided sbundaatiy for
the education of the youth, tae maintenance
of the roads and bridges, and of all tne other
pubiic services The moral caaracter and
law-abiding disposition of our peogle, to-
gether with-the soundness of the mercantile
and baoking 1ustitutions, had made Nova
Scotiaps respected abroad, while the geogra
phical position of the country, jutting out
jnto the bosom of the Atlantic, with magnifi-
cent harbors spresd over the seaboard, and
open to the shipping at all seasons of the
sear Tke richnessof our mines, abounding
1 almost every county of the Province, to-
getaer w th the vast amount of our commera
cial tonnage, all combing to make Nova
Scotia an object of pride to her people, and
the brightest gem 1n the colonial possessions
of the British Empire  With this state of
things the great body of the people were per-
fect:y content, but 10 an unguarded hour an
unnaturel band was laid on this prosperity,
and our institutions were swept sway in des
fiance of our comstitution. Tlhe wrangling
politicians of Canada, not content with thewr
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own oondit.on, snd by mismsnsgement hav-
ing brought themselves to a desd lock, con-
ceived that the only way of rehieving them-
selves was to come down on the Manti'me
Provinces and drsg our people mto ther
broils  Accordingly they came here, and
some of our own poliitic.ans, full of smbrtion
and lust of power, aided by the indifference
and hot-haste of tie British House of Com-
mons, obtained the enactment of & l1aw which
took from us almost all our rights and pr:-
vileges We have been subjected to the do-
ounation of Canada, ag I will shew by an
extract from the speech of one of the mems
bers of the Ottawe House of Commone. Mr
Harrison said ~°

¢ Canada before Confederation had not more thaz
$34.575 men between the ages of 20 and 60 but s.uce
Confederation we bave not less than 633 567 Lghting
men. We have added not less than 1,000 €00 of con-
sumers ts our whole population and not less thaz
1¢0.000 fighting men to our mu:tary strength Basides
we have {acqured great strength on the ses, where
we were in most need of strepgth Befoe toe Union
we had only § 953 saulors, and most of thess on oar 1n-
land waters Now we can boast of 28 360 sailors, and
when we shall Fave Newfoard'and a8 & member of our
pational partnersh.p we shallbave Ho lessthan 86.-
938 sailors, and so become one of the great maritime
powers of the world Be‘ore the Umion our shipping
was represented by a tonnage of 287,187 tons, bu.
now we can boast of 708 421 tons, pearly as much a
that ¢f France with a population of 35,000 0¢0 (Mic-
1ster of Jastice—Our tonnage 13 88 larg as that of
France Mr Harmson—If we could now coant New-
foundland and Priace Edward Island as parts of our
Domunion, I believe it would be as large, but witheut
those Provinces-I think our topnage 18 a Lttle less
than that of Francz)"”

Thus we see the almighty *‘we’’ sticking
out of every part of the speeches at Ottawa
The tone of the Canadians is ““‘ob, be quiet,
and we may modify the tariff for you > Is
not this the language .of the captor to the
captive? It certainly is, and the Canadians
did not spare their pains to let our people
see tnat they 1egarded us as captiver And
yet, sir, I regret exceedingly to find that
there1s & man of Nova Scotia birth who 1s
willing to stand up on the floors of Parla-
ment and vindica'e an Act which brings
such degradatio on our people

I will pow, &ir, pat before the House snd
the country several extracis from despatches
which, I believe, will put the question 1n s
clearer light than anything tbat I could
say upon the subject. The task will be, no
doubt, to my hesrers dry and tedious, but I
hope I may be indulged with attention  The
first proposal in reference to Confederation
we fiad came from the Canadian Government
in & despatch ssking Msjor General Doyle
whether that Government would be permitted
to sppoint delegatzs to confer with those
asppomted by us on the subject of & Maritime
Colon. Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell hav-
ing assumed the reins of Government here
very shortly after the receipt of that dee-
patch, returned this answer to Lard Monck
with the advice of his Council —

“I can aseure your Lordship of the ex-
treme pleasure which 1t wili afford this Gov-
ernment to confer unofficially with any Dele-
gates tent from Canads 1t 18, however, ne-
cessary to remind your Lordship that no Re-
solation has yet been passed by any of the
Legislatures of the Maritime Provinces,

aathoriz.ng the appointment of Delegates for
any purpose but that of considering some
pian for the Union of the three Provinoes.
Therefore, neither I nor my Ministry have
tae pouer to £o beyond the exaci powers
conferred by that Resolution »’

There we find a distinct admizsion that the
Government and the Delegates hzd no power
even to dizcuss the rubject of the larger
union without the suthornty of the represea-
tatives of the people. Oa the 18th July,
1865, Governor MacDonnell sent a despatch
to Mr Cardwel’, gome extracts from which
I will aleo read —

*] have consulted my Executive Councail
on the quest'on, and the Members concor
with me 1n thioking that the Resclution of
the Legislature,which authorises the appoint-
ment of Delegates to discuss the Uuion of
the Maritime Eastern Provinces, confers no
rower to discuss officially, the larger question
embraced 10 Lord Monck’s enquiry **

‘‘Having signified to my Mimstry my wil-
lingress t3 appoint Delegates to mect those
of New Brunsw.ck ard Pricce Edward I
land, 1t seems proper that [ thould csall your
sitent.on t5> & D2eparea of the 27th of Janu-
ary, 1860, marked confidential, and address-
ed to my predecessor by h's Grace the Duke
of Newcastle. In that Despatch his Grace,
whilst apparently expreseing no disapproval
of the discuesion of such a question as that
which 18 now imminent, concludes with the
following instruction  ‘Previous to sending
Delezates t9 Quebec or elsewhere, euch a
propossl shuuld not be authorised by your-
se/f withoaut previous communicatioa with
the Secretary of State, 1o order that the
question of the Delegates, and thenstruction
to be given them may be known beforeband
to H M Government ’>

There we had again a recogmtion of tae
seopls to heard through their representatives
{{efore the appointment of s delagat on, and
an admission that such an appointment could
not be made without the ganction of the Co-
lomial Secretary Further on I find the fo -
lowing clausge

*Ia the meantime I venture to add, 1 re-
ference to the suggestion of Lord Monck, that
1t seems premature to discuss the larger ques-
tion of & Union of the five Provinces before it
can be ascertained whether the three smallzr,
whose interests are more immediately and
morgevidently connected, can be induced to
combinen Jcloser copnection I apprehend
that the more himited project, if practicatle
at all, as I hope1t e, 18 all that can be man-
aged for some time to come, whilst if the
larger proposal be attainable, and be desira-
ble, 1ts adoption will eventually be 1n this
way rauch fac:litated, I think so, because &
Union between two communities, which
would be all that would then remamn to be
accomplished, will assuredly be a mmpler
question to srrange than a Union between
five as at present *’

That was the Jangusge which the Lreate-
nant Governor, by the advice of bis Couneil,
held in 1864. Agmin, on the 18th Aungust of
the same year Governor MacDonnell sent a
degpatch to the Secretary of State, in which
28 5aye:



**I explamned that the Legusistares of the
Maritime Provinoes had not agthorized dis
cussion by their delegates of sny question ex-
cept the Union of those Prowinces, and that
aithough 3t would 2afford this Government
much pieasure to receive and confer unof-
cially w.th any part.es authorized by Canads
to discuse a lsrger question I could mct
clothe the delegates of Nova Scot.s with more
extengive suthonity tham that already con
ferred by the Legisiature.”’

Here, again, was an acknowiedgment of
the right of the people to deal with the ques-
tion through the Legislature Again, he
o ke hopef

aiways epoke hopefually of great "a-
ted action, on the part of t‘ayese goiongersu m
mMADY 1mpoItant matters, but 1 never 1ntend-
ed, and 1t would be pramsture ss well as
1ptonmstent with the daties of my position to
have appeared as an advocate of a0y general
E:”?F‘ 1n the sepse intended by other speak-

8

On 29:h September Sir R G Ma
transmitted another despatch It wggz%m:;li
pesar that by that time, from whatever mmfu-
ences were brought to bear, the minds of the
Execative Council ware changed, snd its
members had become clamoroas for appoint-
glil;ttto gott%t(is.mgsb In informing the

scretary of State of thi ]
:Go‘yfrl?or o 8 fact, the L.eat

1 have the honor to inform you that
Ministry are very anxious for ythe nppox[xl:tjI
ment of DeIeg:{ea from this Province to cogp-
fer at Quebec with Delegstes from the cther
Mar.time Provinces snd Canads The sub.
ject of the Conference is intended to be the
feasibility of & Union, whether Federal or
Legula’tzve, of all British North America
Even Newfoundland is sendiong s Repreaen;
tative; and as the Conference 18 1ntended to
commence on the 10th October, it would be
1mpossible for“the Representatives of Nova

cotia to reach Quebec at that date, if T
awasit your sanction to therr aAppointment by
the mail due at Halifax on the 12th October >*

It would appesr from this that ihe 12k
October was the earliest hour st which au-
thority for tae appointment of delegates to
Quebec could be given, and he says farther
doy}z: 4

‘1 agreed yesterday 1n Executive Cou
to nominste a8 Delegates to the Que‘oeg ggx]l]:
ference the 8816 gentlemen who had already
represented Nova Scotis at the Conference
mlcgagloitsmwn and Hahfax

ad, however, on further inquir

no official mvitation, such ax I cc?uld yz"eég;zf
nize, has been yet recerved from Lord Monck
adequate 10 justfy my nominatine Repre:
sentatives of this Province to s Conference
where, strictly spesking, they should not
proceed at all without your previous sanc-
tior  In fact no proof of any 1nvitation
having been sent to Nova Scotian Delegates
hss yet reached ma, | have, therefore btele-
graphed to Lord Monck to that eff~c;, and
as possib:y I may find myself unable for the
above Teasons to name any Dejegates to the
Quebec Confercnce, I think 1c best to put you
1o _posaesmion of the apove explapation.”’

Here the government of Novs Scotis had
to admit that they bad no right to make the
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;}ppomtment even after they had induesd
1 Excellency ‘0 nominate the delegftes-
who bad been at Charlottetown But there
13 something & Ltile more sarprimug to
come Under the date of the 3rd October we
find His Exceliency saying 1n & despatch to
the Governor General

‘] have the honor to etate, for your Lord~
ship’e informatiop, that I have laid your
Despatch and 1t# enclosure before my, Minie-
try, and [ have appointed the Hon Provin-
c.21 Secretary, the Hon. Attorney Gernersl,
the Hoo R B Dickey, the Hon J McCally
and A G Archibald, Exq , to form a Depu-
tation to meet the Delegates from the other
British Provinces in Conference at Quebec,
on the 10th 1nst , a8 proposed 1n your Lovd-
ship's Despatch

Thus, although no authority for the ap-
pointment of the delegates could reach Nova
zcotuia before the 12th Oct , we find that, nice
days before that date, they were appointed,
and I think 1t will fartber be found that each
one of these five gentlemen had, on the 30th
Septr . drawn from the treasury and pockets
ted £400 We also find in a despatch of 3rd
Deer , from Mr Csrdwell to Lord Monck, 1
which, being aware of the conference at Que
bec, and underttsuding that the delegates
wanted to submit therr resolutions to the
Pariiaments of the several Provinces, he
eays .—

‘1t appears to Her Majesty’s Government
taat you should now tske immediste measu
res, 1n concert with the Lieutensnt Governors
of the several Provinces, for submitting to
the respective Legislatures this project of the
Conference; and 1f, as I hope, you are able
to report that these Legislatures sanction and
adopt the scheme, Her Majesty’s Government
will render you all the sssistance in their
power for earrying it 1nto effect >’

Here then we find Mr. Cardwell embodying
in his 1netractions to Lord Monck the very
principle for which we are contending, direct~
ing that the meagure be first passed through
our Legislatures, and afterwarde promising
the acsistance of the Imperial Parliament
And yet the Government of that day unders
took to deal with the whole subject without
submitting 3t for cur copmderation  But we
have further hght thrown on the subject, by
a despatch from Lord Monck to Sir R
MacDonnell, datzd 23rd December, in which
the former says, referring to the mstructions
from which I lsst quoted

‘¢ In pursasnce of these ins*ruct.ons I have
the honor to 1inform you that I have summon-
ed the Cansdian Psrliament to meet on
Thursday, the 19th Jsnuary, 1863, when I
propoze to bring before both Houses of the
Legisiature the important subject referred to
in Mr Cardwell’s Despatch, 1n order that, if
the Legislature should think fit, an Address
may be adopted to the Queen, praying Her
Majesty to direct that steps be taken for
passing an Act of the Imper'al Parlisment
£y untte the Provinces of Brit gh Nortn Ame-

yea on the nasig 1aid down 1o tae rezolutions
z3opted by the Quebes Conference

Tue reply of Sir R G MacDonoell, on 9th
January, .whs as follows —

T~ Ip~reference 10 the courte which your

Lordship auggests for the purpose of giving
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effect to the instructions of Her Msjesty’s
Government, viz , to submt te the respective
Legislatares the project of the Conference, 1
am 10 & position to state that this Governmen?
w:l; take gim'lar steps to those proposed i3
be taken in Canada ”’

Here was s farther pledge tuat the whoie
question would be presented for the consider-
ation of our Legislature in the Sezsmon cf
1865 But I wiil go » step further, and quote
the langusge uzed by the Lieat Governor to
Mr. Cardwell on the 13th January, 1865 He
says, spesking of the course stated by Lord
Monck, to have beensthe policy adopted by
the Canadian Government —

<1 have had much pleasure iz intimating
the entire willingness of thi8 Government to
adhere t0 the sawe policy It 18 1ndeed pre-
cigely the course which I bad myself recom<
mended as soon as I was:n posgession of your
views on the Quebec Resolutions "

This 18 the last extract which I shall make
from the Journals touching the action of the
delegates and of the government of Britiak
Amernca down to 13th January, 1865 I re-
peat that 1t was the Canadiaps that forced

.themselves on the people of the Lower Pro-
vinces; the Union was not our seeking, nor
ttct of the people of England The Cana-
disns had got 1nto s difficulty frcm whick
they could oply extricate themselves by
dragging us 1n with them I think I have
shewn from the despatches that our govern-
ment acknowledged that they had no power
to appoint delegates unt1l the authority came
from Her Majesty’s government; yet they
did appoint these delegates, and paird them,
and those delegates had been eitting in the
Conference at Quebec preparing to legirlate
away our independence severai Jdays before
the authority for their appointment reached
Nova Scotis I ask, then, sir, 1f that is con-
stitutiopal? Certainly not I think I have
thown to the House that Governor MacDen-
nell was opposed to the scheme, for that ap-
pears by his despatch of 18th August. I
think I bave also shown that the Secretary of
State forbade the appointment of delezates
without his 1nstructions, and 3¢t those ap-
pointments were made 1n the absence of those
1astructions I think I have shown also that
the British Government, as well a8 the Govs
ernments of the Colonies, were of the opinion
that the resulis of the deliberations at the
Conference shall be submitted to the Parha-
ments of the Provinces at the first Session
afterwards There was no denial of tke
rights of the Legislature or people then—
and why? Because 1t w2s believed that the
scheme would be popular; but when the de-
legates returned they found tpeir mistake
Hence 1t was that Mr. Tilley weot to the
people of New Branswick ; but oux *‘Premser’*
knew that he was doomed if he went to the
country—he knew that be never ccu d carry
an election 10 Nova Scotia agawn He bad
carried one election on a {amous retrenchs
ment scheme, and his party bad been rer
turned to carry that measure 1nto effect
Did they do 1t? Not at all; but Dr Tupp
turned his attention to a scheme that the
people were determined he shomid not carry
and said he had no might to deal with. He
found that by gross misrepresentation he had

35

got humself into such & position that he had
nothing more to expest from the people of
Nova Scotis, and hence 1t was that in hot
haste he hied off to Csnada, and thers, with
a brow of brase and a tongue of venom, tried
to better his circumetances st the expense of
the people whom he had betrayed and des
ceived

That wss tbe true cauge of the determins-
1100 on the part of the Government of Nova
Scotia t> get us into Confederation. It 1s
true that they have tried to shield themselves
ander the authority of Lord Monck in the
sppointment of the delegasagekut I deny that
Lord Monck had any more power 1n the mat«
ter than Governor MacDopnell The whole
th.og was taken up without proper authority,
but that was notall we have to complain
not only that they acted withont due author-
ity, but that they acted deceitfuily; the whole
echeme was to have been kept perfectly sec-
ret until 1t could be submitted to the Parlia-
ments, for they expected to rush it through
before the people could instrudt their repre-
gentatives what to do 1f it had not been
that Mr. Palmer, of Prince Edward Island,
was more honest than the rest, and expesed
the scheme, and that our people, becoming
slarmed, summoned their delegates to meet
them in a public hall 1n Halifax to explain
their resolutions, the plot might have been
carriedout. Our delegation did come duwn
and explain thexr conduct, and they pretenda
ed to say that they had authority by wirtue
of the resolution of 1861 That ground was
struck from under taeir feet, and here let me
say that when that resolution was passed, I
opposed 1t might aod man; I was the cause
of 1ts not being d.scussed here, and I can
therefore claim to be the first Anti-Confeder-
ate 1n Nova Scotia, for I said to the Governs
ment of that day *‘I do not expect that you
wiil do anything wrong under this resolut.on,
but you know not what devil may foliow
you’’ The delegates, as I have said, came
down before the public 1o Halifax, and
got Mr. Archivald to box the figures for
them According to his statements 1t was
the most beautiful scheme that ever was sube
mitted, we were going to have all the fortifia
cations that were necessary, ali the canals
were to be deepened, the Intercolonial rail-
road was to be built, the Northwest Territory
opened up, and all for forty cents per head. [
pever believed that Mr. Archibald was sincere
1n those statements—they were got up to de-
ceive the people . But thepeople 8ooa began
to gatner 1o different parts of the Province,
petitions csme in to the Legielature, and,
after the Governmezt had coansulted their
friends, they found that 1n a house of 55
members they bad but 22 in fsvor of therr
scheme—one of :ka: nomber being 1n the
chair. They dare pet therefore submit the
measure to Parl:ament a8 they had pledged
themselives to do.

Bat what more sir” They bhad pledged
themeselves in the Governor’s speech to
submit the scheme to the legislature,—~in ten
paragraphs oi that speech Confederation
sticks out as plainly as apything can, and
notwithstanding that, the government dare
not bring down their scheme But what did
they do? They tabled s resolution snd car-
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ried 1t through the House, I do not know
by what msjonity, deciaring the whole scheme
mopracticable  What was this done for but
to deceive the people who were rising sga.nst
the messure Light or nine thouzand per-
sons however had aiready pet troned Paria-
ment, and [ believe that some littie respect
was pa:d to those petitions, for I think that
1t was 1o consequence of them that the resc-
iut:~n which I have cited was brought down
Everything then became cajm and smooth iz
the Prov.pce,—no msaa expected that the
ques* on woud crme up agsin before 3
genera, eiecicn would take place When,
in toe {0 lowing year, iS(6, tae leg sisture
was abont L0 meet, s speech was prepared
for the Governcr, 1z wh'ch no mention wae
made of the scheme The people then sa.i
‘“there w.ll be no confederatian now, the go~
vernment have abandoned 1t mant 1 after the
general election  But, whatever means hal
been uged 10 the recess, the government soon
began evidently to feel that they woud be
stronger on the subject 1n 1866 than 1a 1855
Ia the former year the B:lle and Bourinots
were 1n deadly hos*iiity to confederation,
bat wher the resolution ¢ appoint delegates
to England was brought in durning the ses-
gion of 1866, we find them recording their
vote 1n favor of 1t 1 donot wish to impute
motiver, I mere'y w sh to state facts and let
tae people draw their own conciusions Bat
.t 12 ev.den- that when they found that a
great number of tast class of men were to
be made Legislative Counciliors and Sena-
tors, they voted for it

But were there no other improper means
used”? I well recoiiect the sensation which
prevaned throuzhout the country when the
leader of the Government came down axnd de-
cisred that he had received despatches of to>
startiing a pature to be anmounced on the
floors of Parl.ament, but that he could say
thismuch +that the Province of New Bruna-
wick was about to be invaded That ans
nouncement, it 18 8aid, took over two men to
tbe Government ranks,—:t was made with
the desiga of taking over men Bat It us
see what other means were made uee of By
the Quebec resolutions tne twelve Senators
were 1o be taken out ofthe Legisiat ve Couz-
cii,~here was & beautiful chance of boiding
out to twenty four gentlemen the proepect of
promotion  The twelve Senstors, by the
Quebec resolutions, as 1 have said, were to
be taken trcm the Upper House, 1f gent'emen
holaing seats there were wiliing to go, ani
not only 8o, but haif of the number were to
be taken from the Opposition, and that wag
ancther reason for gentlemen votinz for tce
regoiution But in the Act these provisions
were strack out, and the Government then
exid  *¢ Oh, we are nct bound to do that’
The resolution giving the Government power
to appomnt delegates to go to Eaglsnd for the
purpose of arranging 8 scheme 1n connection
with the DBritish Minetry, was carriel
through this Houzeat thedead hour of n.ght,
and the *¢ previous question’’ was moved to
shut out debste The wily Archibald, know-
g taat such a proceeding would dama the r
case, asked the Government to withdraw the
motion, which was sccordingly done,—-gec=
tlemen rore out of their beds on that mght

and came here to defend their country from
the men who were determined to sweep away
ther rights Then there was another piece of
bypocrisy prsctised on the Lezia'sture Iz-
stead of the resolution, wh.ch I referrei to,
atout the appointment of Senstors bewng
carried out, and the selections be.ng male
from both edes 1 the Legislative Coauc..,
cnly si1x or seven were taken from that bedy,
and not & man was gppointed from the rapke
cf the Oppomtion. That 18 a fact which I
chailenge any gentleman to deny There was
but ope man 1n the whole country sppointed
to the Senate from the ranks ¢f the Oppos.-
tion, and that was Mr Locke, a memter cf
this House That resolution of this House in
1S66 was carried by the basest decept.on an”
misrepresentat.on

I have remarked that the interests of Nova
Scot.a were swept away by that Confedera-
tion Act, and I #8k now how the people ¢f
Canads wouil have borne ruch treatment
from tne British Government? Ifanattemp:
bad been made to attach Canada 5 a greater
couatry, what would have been the conse-
quence’ There would have been aninstanta-
neous rebellion  This last fall, when they
den:ed the right to a few individusls to ex-
press the.r opiniong at the polla on the elec-
tion of & membder ¢f Parliament, a riot was
raised, the Shenff was seized, and his papers
taken from him. snd not » man was allowed
to be nominated 1n the district That s the
way they do things in Canads, and jet the
Canadisn champions in Nova Scotis, because
we ask simply to have an Act of Pariisment
repeaied, toll us that we are rebeis. I have
already said, that the Legislature had no
right to trapsfer their authorr'y to the Par-
liament of England to pass a law for Nova
Scotia  The Crown having granted us the
power t> make laws for ourselves, had no
rigat > interfere with that power, the Br.-
tish Government shou'd have calied on us to
pasg the Act, and 1f 1t did pot afterwards
sait their views, they could have re,ected it
They bad a right, 1f the necessitiee of the na-
tion required it, to say that we shouid con-
tinue no lomger im our present comnection,
but they had no right to force us into an un-
nataral commpection with ancther country
You may tarn s msn 1nto the street, bat you
have no night to dictate to him whether he
shall =0 east or west, north or south, after
you kave driven him away, you must let him
choose for himse!f Yes, sir, I undertake o
say that the whole Act .s unconst.itutional,—
that it 18 s breach of faita on the partof
Eogland withonr peopie

They tell us that Parhament had the un
doubted right to pass this law What w. |
that propos.t.on lead to?> Some men a Liltle
more amb:tious than the latz Government,
may .nduce tne Commons’of Eogland to pase
an Act to transport us to the plains of Sike
r18, or consign us t> the Black Hole of Cal-
cutts If you adm & their power to deal wita
us against our will. where will be the him.t
to that power” We had the authonmty n
Nova Scotia to make our own lawe, and we
did maxe them, we made such as we thoaugh*
best saitzd to tae people of this country, and
under them the Province flourished as no
other part of the Britush posyessions did. We
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Xept ourselves cut of dett, for, if we happened
to fa'l a1t e short one year, we arranged the
Tar:S the npext accordingly, and kept our-
scives pquare  How was it w.th Canada”
Bhe did not manage her afairs 1o that way.
instead of acticg prudent'y and safely as No-
va Scotia d.d, she went (ztorede I 0a on geve-
ral cccasions, and the cost of these rebellicns
bapga over her head at this moment, 2nd we,
the faithfal and Dysl eubjects of our beloved
Sovercigs, ave now calied on ¢) assist 12 pay
.ng 1t of. Becasse wedo net sabm:t with 8
good grace.t.ssa 4, O’ vou are rebe’s and
ancexat oniste * Tae resclation of 1856 477
the delegates that they must el a scheme
that wou'd do egusl jis'ice to sl the Pre-
vinces  Now, [ sk, 1if the schbeme they dud
get gives us ecqual jastice w.th Cspada® [
deny that it does It has swept away all the
old revenues wh.ca we had under the 10 per
cent Tar £, and hag imposed 3 tax of 15 per
cent The additiontl 5 per cent w.ll real ze
$524,000. of whizh $£200 000 will be taken
away {0 Canada, leavinc 324,000 to payr us
our 80 cents per besd. Let me asx 1f that 1s
Jast  Tne scheme startled even the F.nance
M:oister of Canads, for he told his peop’c
that whi'e thie delezates from Nova Scotia
bad consented to rejuce the amount d.stribut-
ed fer tze'r Tocal wants i) the exteant of
$200,000 or £300 000, the sckeme woald give
to Canada a m.iaor dollars more for local
purposes than ever they had bafore How,
then, can acy man stacd up and say that the
measure does Just.ce to Nova Scotia? More
than that, :t gives the General Parliament
power 5 tix the people of Nova Scot:a by
every method sl 0 any extent that may be
required

Bat 1t may besail that our representation
at Gttawa can pretect us from ipjustice,—we
have had a fa.r trisl of that, and what power
have they bad to pro‘ect uas” Though they
stood shonlder to shoulder, how cou'd we ex-
pect them to accomp'ish anyising agsainst
160 membera > Oatario and Qaebec have got
the power 1n their hands, and will combine
to uee 1t whenever the icterests of Canada re-
quire that they should do 80 Noristhat
our orly groand of complaint Trae Act
takes away from cur people the power of ap-
pointing & mingle way office keeper or t'de
warter,~—this patrovsge 18 all vested 1n a
Government SC0 mi'es away  We have been
told that there 1s not a great deal ot feel'ng
in oppos.tion to the scheme throughout the
country——tkat that feeling will a1l die outin
a short t.me, and that the great majority of
the intelligent people are in favor of Unico,
while against it there are but a few polLtiesu
demagogues. Ieay that such 18 not the case
as regsrds the County of Co'chester at least,
and, without ssyng much 1n ber faver,
think I may #ay that she may be conndered
as otelligert as any o her county :n the
Province Acd how Jdid mattersstand there”
I wiltake it for granted that the feehng 2
most of the ctaer counties 18 s.m.’ar to tnat
which wa3 exhib:ted there, but in Cclchesrer
we had a fairer test of toe opinions of the
peop'e or this questron  We had the only
Dominion ofic.al who came before the people
of Nova Sootia at the polle, we had a man
borzn within the coanty,with a'l the inSuences
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of & latge fam ly conuection, with the infla-
ences of the iaste lamented 8 W Arch:-
b 'd, with a profersiona! practice of twenty-
fve yeare, with hisown long po ,tical exper-
1ence, srd sgainst these .ndueaces the friends
of Confederation thosght i! 'mpossible that
the peoplec? Colchester cou'! w:in the elec-
ticn BatIsm proud ‘o sa; that the peop!

of Colcbester 1o their msejes'y rose superior
to the d S:utesof *he hour, ard noiw.th-
etandicy toat the Home Secretary coudd
etand up and tell us that Queea V.ctoria was
in favor of Confederation, that the Imperia.
Par..ament was .0 favor of Coofederat onm,
tsat every intelogent mann Ecglind wasta
fevor of 1*, tha* the Goverror Goveral was -n
favor of *t, and that the Mz -trycf Cazalz

were 10 faver of t,—a’thoach he 2ou’d pant
¢ New Bruasw.ck, a~4 #2v *bat her puop.e
whpen they btecame n{ roed on the sab-
sect accepted the .3 4 ke found he
bhad lort t3e H3* e rchon day came
round Arclvee: ‘. cinfaences taat
be had to accs: Ne, ar, let me tel!

you thst be had ‘se Government of Nova
Scot’s a¢ hie back—52 bad 13 hrs csuzty onpe
of the ministry of tze day and one of the
sgigiatite council'ore of the day, he had all
ae icfuence of the edvcatioral jpetitutions
his back, be had the Jadze end Reg.rirar
Prohare and the Rezictrar of Leeds to
ce 5t hum, e bad the railroad !a d thkrougk
.8 county, wita the:nflzence of the depart-
wexnt 1n bisfavor, acd he had aleo a railroad
in prospect, the expenges of which I always
asseried, and mYy arsertion bas been verified
to our sorrow, wou'd have to be borne by us
W.ta all these iofluences at Mr. Arch bald’s
back., we overthrowed h'm by a msjonty of
four hundred It was a roble and a mighty
victory  We felt that the eyes, not only of
all Nova Scatia, but of British America as
wel', were unon us, for there was the Home
Secretary of the Domin'on comineg to the
poils  But be has had t> gather up the mu-
ti'ated shreds of b's former pclitical reputa-
tror, and hase betaken himeelt to the wilds of
Caneda, bdd'ng farewell t> h.s native couns
t-y I beieve *f occavon required, every
county 1n the Province would do the same,
for whi'e Nova Scot'ans can boast of their
loyelty ¢> England, and will be ready to
fight her batt.es, 1f neceesary, while she gives
them the r ohts of free men, they will never
be loyal to Canads under a Confederat.on
Act forced upon them as this has been. No
ir, nerer ! AZvER'! NEVER''' We come
now to a noteabls speech made 1n the Ottawa
Parharient by one D’Arcy McGee who, I
taick, took a great deal of liberty with our
people wher, :n the absence of their chame
p:on, 1n & speech pondered over for days,
slept over for n:ghte, he ineinuated that the
influences Dbrought to bear in thie country
were not very creditab e toocurloyalty Haa
he forgotten the time when he was an expas
triated rebel, with a reward of $1000 et up-
ca bis bead” How dare be stand up there
and preach about sedition® 1 wonder the
wmen whom be addressed allowed him to ait
among them, there could not have been any
Tom Morrison there Let him step boldly
off with *he laurels which he won in the cab-
bage garden; but let him zot talk to Nove
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Scotians about loyalty. He told the repre-
sentatives of this Province that they sat there
on s threeslegged lie; ah, sir, I thank him
for that expression; they do sit on a three-
legged lie, but who put them there? They
gat there by virtue of the Act uniting us to
Coanada. I point to the presmble of that
Union Act, in which it is said that the people
of Nova Scotis desired a Union with Canada.
There is the first leg of the lie. Then I pomnt
to the assertion made across the water, that
Adams G. Archibald was the leader of the
opposition of this country, the fact being
that he had been discarded trom that position
long before. That is lie the gecond; and if
you want the third leg of the stool, I point
to the lie which our late Premier pus 1mto the
mouth of Mr. Watkin, about this matter hav-
ing been snbmitted at the polls in 1863, There
is hie three-legged lie for him 1t appears
that notwithsetanding all that has been eaid
on the gubject, the Confederates think we are
to have no repeal. Well, sir, I confidently
believe that we will obtain repesl, because it
was 8aid in the House of Commons, only last
year, that if the people were diseatisfied, they
must not be forced; and when they find that
our people never had an opportunity of exe
pressing their opinions, I think they will
willingly repeal the Act. Let them look
at the difficulties prevailing tosday in Iteland,
and which havearisen from the country being
forced into & union. Do they want to esta-
blish another Ireland in British America?
And let me ask this question of the people of
Englard : If Ireland were where Nova Scotia
is, how long could she be held? Not an
hour. The people of Ireland, I believe, are
struggling not so much to get rid of British
suthority as to obtain s repeal of the Union,
and to have their own Parhiament restored.
We may look at Poland partitioned off
against her will, and then turning to Hun-
gary overrun by Austria, I would ask you to
allow Kossuth to plead hiscountry’s wrongs.
We may look at Mexico, overrun by a foreign
power which placed Maximilian in 8 high
position, and we will gee thiat man carried
outof the land which he ruled, a corpse. The
people of England must not expect that the
Anglo«Saxon race of Nova Scotia will be less
tenacious of their rights and privileges than
are the Celts of Ireland, or the people of any
of the other countries which I have named.
What we want is to have our institutions
placed in the porition in which they have
been, and then we will be truly loyal,~I do
not sy that we will not be truly loyal if we
do not get them restored, but there ig not the
shadow of a shade of doubt that we will be so
if our request is heard. It is an entirely misa
taken policy to annex a small country like N.
Scotia to a large country like Canada for the
purpose of giving the latter relief from her
political difficalties. If the position were res
versed the smaller colony might be relieved
by the annexation, but under other circums
stances the smaller colony is sure to have its
influence swamped. If a coach snd six be
fastened in the mud, and a light carriage be
attached for the purpose of assisting it, the
whole will become fixed, although the coach
and six could get the light vehicle out of the
difficulty with ease. So surely as they hold

us in the Act of Confederation the whole wili
be overthrown, and lhat iz & stirong reasem
why weshould get repeal. 1 would ask what
right have tbe people of Ecgland to sacrifice
us who have always been loyal for the benefit
of a people who have not been so? I deny
the justice of such a proceeding. Our people,
as I have said, have slways been loyal, and

they will remain 8o if their isstitutions are”

left to them, but we think it 3 hardship that
our interests should be eacrificed in order
that these fellows in Canada msy- be keptin
order.

The Act waa passed against our remon-
strances—] ask 1f that was British? Is it
constitutional that our righte and liberties
should be taken away without 3 hearing?
The wost contemptible sheep thief within the
realm obtains a hearing before he is deprived
of hig liberty, and are we to be treated
worse than a sheep thief would be? I believe
pot; it ia one of the beauties of British law
that no man can be condemned unheard.
Among the reazons given for the great change
that has bezn forced upon us, was the sssers
tion that it was necessary for us to confedes
rate for defensive purposes.” But will this
paper confederation shorten the line which
separates us from the American republic?
Can it produce a dollar more for defence than
we would have had otberwise, without ine
creased taxation? Will it briog a man more
into the field than we would have had other-
wise? The argument in favor of uniting for
defence falls to the ground 8s soon as it is
touched. Then we were told we must con-
federate in order to regulate our Currenocy,
and upon that poiut I heard one of the dele-
gates expatiate he told us who the delegates
to Charlottetown were, and what great quali-
fications they possessed, and then =aid that
when they got to Prince Edward Itland the
whole five of them were unable to count
their passage mcney! O mockery of mock-
eries! Five men who could not count their
passage money to Prince Edward Islsnd,
chosen to frame a new Constitution for Brit-
ish North America! And that was one of
reasons advanced by one of our * Jeading
minds *’ in support of Union. Iu conclusion,
Mr. Speaker, we are asking the Commons of
England to repeal this Act because it has
created a feeling of distrust in the breast of
every Nova Scouan, and by repealing it they
will show to the world that they are willing
to do justice to the meanest subject who can
gshow a cause of just complaint If our re.
quest be granted our people will be peaceable
and contented. It is because they wish to
remain peaceable and contented within the
British Dominions that we ask for Repeal,
and we will continue to ask until 1t is grant-
ed. I want to see every man om theze
benches voting for these resolutions—help-
ing to restore the Constitution of this coun-
try. I waot every man in this Assembly,
and every man throughout the length and
breadth of Nova Scotias to feel as warmly
and earnestly on the subject as I feel, for [
tell you that if I had a thousand voices, yes
ten thousand voices, and could raise them
all at once, I would shout Repeal ¢ REPEAL !
BEPEAL '!! now and forever.

v e 2 o e pyeymrreeet A
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SPEECH OF M®. SMITH.

Mr, Saure said:—I feel it to be a duty
which T owe to my constitaentsto state frank-
ly my opinious on the question which is now
agitating the minds of the people of this
Province In doing so I shall endeavor to
adopt that temperate and dispassionate style
of addrese, which I believe is the best adapt-
ed on the floors of any Legislature to attract
the attention of the gentlemen who are ad-
dreseed, and to recommend iteelf to the judg-
ment of every one sitting on these benches. 1
regret very much, that in the discussion of
this question, every gentleman who addresses
the House is necesearilv constrsimed to at-
tack the leader of the Opposition, who has
advanced the only arguments on his side of
the question, and ifin the remarks which'I
am about to make, I am obliged to animed-
vert strongly upon some of the observations
which have fallen from him, I trust that he
will believe that Ido so with the most earneat
desire to avoid anything hke persomal re-
crimivation. Buat sir, every gentleman on
these benches has a solzmn duty to perform
in the interests of the people who have elects
ed him to represent them Thisis a most im-
portant crisig 1n the history of Nova Scotia.
Whether for weal or for woe the people of
this country are row called upon to offer s
remonstrance sgainst a union which, in defi-
ance of their wishes, has confederated them
with Canada, and has jeopardized, as they
believe, the prosperity and happiness of their
country. When the scheme was firet brought
before the public in a substantial shape, I
gave to it the calmest and most dispassionste
consideration that it was in my power to be-
stow upon it, and came to the conclusion that
if the people of the country consented to als
low their interests to be bartered away by
that measure, then they had much less intel-
ligence and spirit than I imagined they pos-
sessed. Under theso circumstances I deemed
it to be my duty, casting aside my own feel«
ings and severing many associations, to eome
forward and assume an independent stand,
and advocate the interests of the people of
this country. I felt that the scheme in itself
did not ensure ‘*a just provision’® for the
interests of Nova Scotia; and I intend ads
dressing the House and country, and giving
to them, in as concise a form as is possible,
the ressons why I conceive the measure to be
most disastrous to the dearest interests of the
people First of all, there wasno exigency in
the position of this country that required it
to be confederated in the manner in which it
has been. It must be apparent to every one
that the representation which that scheme
gives to the people of this country places
them in s painfully humiliating position, and
casts them, perfectly impotent and helpless,
at the feet of an alien majority. 1 felt, how-
ever true thig might be, that it was impossible
to apply any other principle than that of
population in theconstruction of the popular
branch, yet some provision should at least
be made to guard the interests of this coun-
try in the upper branch—in the Senate of the
General Parliament.

‘We have heard a good deal about the Con-
stitation of the United States in this debate.

The hon. member for Inverness has cast many
aspersions upon democrstic and republican
institations, and however ready Iam to ade
mit that the constitution of Great Britain- is
far superior to that of the American Repub-
lic, yet I very much regret that the gentle-
men who favored the British North America
Act did not Jook more clogely than they did
into the system of the United States, which
pregerves at sll events one admirable prin-
ciple. ard that is, the one which gives the
smallest State an equal representstion in the
Sepate Chamber with the greateat State It
may not be knmown to every gentieman
around me that although in the Lower House
the prineiple of population regulstes the re-
presentation, yet in the Upper House the
most insignificant State has an equal voice
with the largest and most populous. Why,
sir, the wise and sagacious men who framed
that constitation did not act in the trifing
manner which sappears to have been the
case with those public men who framed the
constitation which we are now asked to live
under. Not one of the smallest of the thirs
teen States would have gone into the Union
unless such a provigion for their rights had
been assured them. We are not only ma
powerless minority in the lower branch, but
also in the Upper House—~nothing has been
done to protect the interests of the smaller
member of the Confederacy. I entertai
likewise very strong convictions that when
any body of men attempt to change the con-
stitution of a country like this, or undertake
to swecp away theindependence of our Legis-
Iature, to trifie as they have done with the
feelings of our people,—that they should at
least have had the modesty to esy to the
people: “Are you willing to have these
changes brought about?”” They should at
least have had the consideration to have
asked the people of thie cvuntry, will you
permit us thus to deal with your dearest in-
terests, and eweep you away into the hands
of a Canadian majority? Not only did they
not do this, but they coolly and unhesitatingly
get at defiance and scoffed contemptuously at
the wishes of the people of this country. Is
it not & matter of history with respect to this
Confedersyion that the people of Nova Scotia
were not only oppesed-to—the scheme itself,
but to the passage of sny such meseure withs
out its having been first submitted to them at
the polls.

When the hon. member for Inverness
scouted the ides of leaving & question of such
a character to the people, he endeavored to
bring forward some arguments in support of
his position. He boasted of the absurdity of
leaving questions of this kind to the people
at the polls a8 manifest from the whole of
British autbority. He asked the House
whether Sir Robert Peel, & man whom he eu-
logized in the most expressive terms, and
the potency of whose colossal geniug has left
its mark npon the history of the world, was

-not & good authority on copstitutional ques-

tions, and proceeded to aegert thatthat states-
man passed the Catholic Emsncipation Bill
without leaving it to the people. But his
case wag no similitude here. T am free to ads
mit that Catholic emancipation was an alter-
ation of the constitution, but I tell the hon.

.
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gentleman it was not an owverthrow of the
constitution. It was the paseage of an act
which the wvery Parliament who passed it
might have afterwards repealed. It was not
an infringement of the nights and the privis
leges of the British public—it was done with
their consent, in obedience to the spread of
more expansive and generoug ideas, which
taught them that the time had come to strike
down bigotry and intolerance. and open the
door to Her Msjesty’s Catholic sabjects to
cowe in and epjoy the same political privi-
leges which were extended to their Protestant
brethren. In the case of ourseives, the
rights and privileges which we had so iong
enjoyed were swept away at one **fell
gwoop.”’

The hon. gentleman next referred to the
abolition of the Corn Lawe There is no

__——— more similitude here than in the previous

case. That question was before the people
for years, and we know that British states-
men occupy & very different position from
the public men of this country. Invariably
the leading public men of England, aftera
gession of Parliament, go dowa to their con-
stituents and address them upon any quess
tion which msy be agitating the public mind;
they take every pains to ascertain tke views
of their constituents, and communicate their
own. The repeal of the Corn Laws was a
question with which the British people were
perfectly farziliar. Butisit to be said that
because Sir Robert Peel refused to submit a
question of this kind to the people—because
he held such s course to be unconstitutional,
therefore it is a precedent for the passage of
the Confedzration Act? Isitto be a prece-
dent for making, not merely a materia}
change in, but actually destroying, a con=~
stitution? I hold that responsible govern~
ment has been destroyed, as far as the peo-
ple are concerned, by the charscter of oar
representation at Ottawa. Suppose every
wmember from the Maritime Provinces was to
oppose any measure which the government
of Canada might think proper to introduce
affecting the interests of Nova Scotiz, and
that that meseure was nevertheless passed;
the people of Nova Seotia might feel that
an act had been carried outraging their feel-
ings and wjurious to their peculiar institu-
tions,—but at no election in the Province
could the men who carried that obnoxious
messurg be responsible to snybody They
would be responsible only to the Canadian
people, and not to the electors of Nova Sco-
tia whose interests would be peculiarly af
fected. Therefore I say that under the cir-
cumstznces Nova Scotis, atanding as she
does numerically inferior in both branches of
the General Parliamert, occupies & position
aot only humiliating, but positiveiy dan-
gerous.

We bave beea told time and 2¢3in by the
prees in th.s interest of the Confederate party
ghnt Nova | Scotis would exercise a controlling
infleence ;n  the House of Commouns in con-
sequence of the antagonism existing between',
the Upper a rd Lower Canadians; but what
bas been the Tesult? I laughed st the ides
when I hear. 1it for the first time, becanse it
was 80 palpa ble to sany one that had & mind
to think that {he moment Canadian intexests

were affected Upper and Lower Canada would
unite ag one. Has not that actually hap-
pened? Take the tariff question, for in-
stance. We find all the representatives from
the Maritime Provinces except three voling
against that tariff, and what was the result?
You find Sir John A. MacDonald leading up
the Upper Canadians, and Mzr. Cartier the
Lower Canadians, to pass the fariff despite
the opposition of the Maritime Provinces
The tocsin of alarm has only to be sounded,
and resistance is 1n vain ! We have, hows
ever, our Local Legislature, and it is only
here that we can speak effectively; and I
hope and trust when our voices have been
heard that the Canadians will zee that there
jg spirit enough left in the people of Nova
Scotis to nerve them to every effort to shake
:ihemselves free forever from this hated thral-
om.

It has been urged by the hon. member for
Inverness that 1t is absurd for any one ac-
quainted with constitutional law to declare
that the people shounld be consulted at the
polls. Icontend it to be constitutionsl, and
I intend to argae it from speeches and letters
written by two gentlemen, one of whom ag-
sisted in transferring this country over to the
Conadians. I w.ll now first call your atten-
tion to what occurrel 1a the House of Com-

mons, When this bill was mtrcduced. You,

will recollect that Mr. Bright, in the interest
of the people of tiis country. stood f-rth for
their rights, and asked the House not to press
the measure; he wished action to be suspended
until the next general election, when the peo-
ple would pass upon the scheme. When he
told that august body of men that the people
of this countiry had never had an opportani-
ty of passing upon this measure, what was
8216 by Mr. Watkin—the gentleman who
had been 1a constant communication with
the Delegates? Did he trest that remark of
Mr. Bright as tnfling? Did he say that it
was not necessary that the people of this
country should mnot be consulted? No, ke
felt the force and efficacy of this argument;
and what did he do? I take it from the
speech of the late leader of the Government
(Dr. Tupper) previous to the general elece
tion, in which he describes the scene between
himeelf and Mr. Watkin. *‘ Mr. Watkin,”’
he =aid, ‘* came to me and asked me, whatis
your answer to Mr. Bright?’’ If Mr. Wat-
kin thought there was no force in the argus
ment of Mr. Bright he would not have refer-
red to the hon. member for Cumberland.
The answer has been sent broadcast rver the
province of Nova Scotia; it was untrue; bat
on whase shoulders the falsehood rests I will
not undertake to declare. That a gentleman
occupying the proud position of Mr. Watkin
would perpetrate a statement which everye
body knows to be as falseless as the fabric of
a vision, seems almost incredible We find
that very Parliament refusing to coerce
Newfoundland and E. Island into that
Uniocn; and why ? Because the people of those
Colontes were opposed to the measure, and
therefore in common justice, and in accord-
ance with constitutional ussge they refused
to draw them into the operation of this Act.
We find the same principle observed with re-
ference to this province. The preamble of
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the Act shows that the Parliament believed
the people of Nova Scotia were actuslly in
favour of the Union. Therefore 1 believe if
the statesmen of Great Britain had not been
egregiously deceived, they would not have
placed on the records of the country an Act
taking away the rights and privileges of the
free people of Nova Scotia.

1find the hon. member for Cumberland
enterta:ning the same opinion that I bold,
and I believe if we could understand the resl
feelings of the hon, member for Invernese,
you would find Him diesatisfed with the
manner 10 which the scheme was passed.
We find this feeling cropping out in one of
the amendments moved by the hon member,
where he says ‘‘however desirable it may
have been to leave the question to the peo-
ple,”” but occupying the pomtion which he
does, it would not have done for him o have
made any greater admiesion. Are there not
gentlemen here who remember the constitue
tional questions that srose jn 18617 Two
or three certainly will recollect whem the
present Equity Judge and Dr. Tapper urged
upon Earl of Malgrave tc dissolve the Legie-
Iature because the people were opposed to
the government. Petit:on after petition was
brought in to the Houee in favour of a die-
golution, althoagh the government had =

- majority in this body. The hon. member for

Cumberland expreesly stated that it was un-
constitational and wrong for any govern-
ment ¢, bring down to this House an mmpor~
tant measure when 1t was evident that they
were in 8 minority in the country. In Jan
1861 Dr. Tupper wrote a letter to the Earl of
Maulgrave, pressing him to dissolve the
House, in which he ssys:—“Several large
and ipfluential constituencies have condermn-
ed the present government, and have prayed
your Exceliency for that redress which, as
the Representative of Her Msjesty, you are
empowered to afford when imperatively de-
manded, in order to preserve that fundamen~
tal principle of the constulution of this Co-
lony, which yequires tbat the goverament
shall be conducted in sccordance with the
well understood wishes of the people.”

That is not all. Wnting to the Duke of
Newcastle, the then Colonial Secretary, the
hon. gentleman said :—

“Having proved to His Excellency that he
has a Ministry around ham, acting in defiance
of the well-understood wishes of the people,
I consider that there is but one course that
can justly be pursued. And, sir, 1f the people
of this country are treated with contempt, if
they are deprived of the true constitutional
mode of expressing taeir opinion, there is
but one resort lefl to them. — Then the coneti-
tational opposmtion in this House would be
driven to assume a duty which they have
never yet been csllled upon to assume—s
course shewn by Earl Grey to be open to us.
Sir, the moment so fisgrant a violation of
our rights was permitted as the continuance,
in power of 8 Government after ;t had been
shewn by the clesrest evidence that it
had been shorn of its strength, not only the
people of Nova Scotia, but of British North
Americs, and wherever free institutions and
snd the principles of hberty are upheld,
would rise and vindicate their rights by that

determined struggie for freedom, whish must
everensue When sn attempt is made to put
down the liberties of freemen.”

Agsin he says:~—

“sDestitute of representation in the Parlis.
ment of Britain, with our most eminent men
systematically excluded from the highest pc-
sitien in their own conntry, and for which
their colonial experience and training emi-
nently fits them, it is impossible that the free
spirit of the inhabitans of British North
America can fail soon to be aroused fo ihe
necessity of asserting their undoubted right
to have their country governed in accordance
with the well understocd wishes of the
people.”

Now I ask the hon. member for Inverness
to explain why it 1t should be constitutional
to appeal to.the people under the scircom-
stances in question, and uanconstitational to
do 80 in reference to a measure far transcend-
ing in importance sny question ever before
submitted in this country.

The hon. member for Inverners said he
laughed at the 1dea of referring to American
institutions as & gmde for the country. Now
we find the hon. member for Cumberland
making use of expressions like thesein the
same letter which he addresaed to the Duke of
Newcastle ‘—

““The people of this Province have been
content, my Lord, to pay a sslary of fifteen
thousand dollars & year to a Governor sent
from England, besides a large additional sam
to keep up his establishment, while the State
of Mane, with twice our population, has the
prvilege of electing that officer from among
her people, and pay him fifteen thousand
dollars -

The hon. geatleman has endeavored to ri-
dicule the legal knowledge evidenced by the
Attorney General. He has treated the obser-
vations made with reference to the right of
the British Parliament to pags any Act touch-
ing the constitution of this country ss per-
fectly fut'le. He declares that the British
Parliament, whenever they thought proper,
have changed the constution of theee colonies
He has referred to Austrahs and Jamaica, bat
I ask him if the constitution in those colonies
wes not changed in accordance with the
wighes of the people? Wae it not dope1n Ja-
maica when it became necessary for Imperial
interests to destroy the constitution after a re-
bellion and bloodshed? Was 1t not done in
aceordance with the wishes of the people?
and therefore, there is ro parallel in the
cases whatever. We find that this country
occupies a very different postion from Great
Britain—the constitution of the latter bas
grown to maturity by degrees—it has reached
1t8 present poeition by precedent and custom
with ualimited power; but a constitution like
ours is of a very different character, and
therefore the anslogy which he bas drawn
from the repeal of the Corn Laws and the
Catholic Emancipation is without applica-
tion to the case we are now considering. Our
comstution is based upon that charter which
the Hon. Attorney General referred to, and
although it may have been materially
changed by despatches from the Colonial
Becretary—slthough it may be altered by
the action of this Parliameat—yet haviog s
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oharter from the Crown, limiting our aa-
thority, our rights and privileges cannot be
taken away from us without the consent of
the people.

The hon. member has also referred to the
quedtion of mines and minerals, which have
for a long time occupied the sattention
of the people of this country. He has toid
you that before that question was gettled, tac
people of Nova Scotia had to resort to tneIm-
penal Parliament, and there obtain a eurrea-
der of their rghts. I have under v hapd
the Qecision of learned English Counsel, taken
at the instance of this House, where the
principle laid down by the Attorney Gener~l
18 fairly established, that this country be-
louged to the Crown—that it war ot held 1
trust for the people of Nota Scot1a, but pures
1y 1 Sovereignty. The bon. member for In-
verness knows the decision to which I refer

Mr, Braxoaarp —I never emid a word
about the question of Mimes and Minerals; I
only referred to the Civil List.

Mr. Syura —The principle, however, is th:
samein both cases. The deciston 1D question
reads thas :—

*“ Tn the sense in which we understang the
first question, we are of opinion that tre
Crown does not hold the mines and minersls
of the Province of Nova Scotia fur the benefit
of 1ts subjects there settled, for we think that
the mines and minerals in question, were so
abeolutely vested in the Sovercign, 33 tast he
wmight dispose of them in sachk manner gg he
ghould think fit, without any lumit to his die-
cretion. We therefore are of opinion, that the
grant of all the mines and minerals to an in-
dividual for sixty yesrs, was not aa undue
exercise of the prerogative >

They state thirdly : * We see no reagon for
thinking that such warrant, or any grant, or
Jease made, or to be made under its authority,
would be subject to be revoked guia impro-
vide emenauvit, or any other cause ”°

In conclusion they state: *¢ Qur opinion
on the who!e case rest3 upon.the principie
that the mines and minerals in question be-
looged to the Crown in absolute and uncon=
trolled dominion and property, and that they
were therefore disposable at the pleasare of
the Crown. It would be vain to attempt to
-oite cases apon the several quest:ons put to
us, bat upon the general principle on which
our opinion is founded, tae observations of
Lord Manefield, in Cawmpbell ¢s Hall, 1st
Comper, 204, may be referred to0.>’

Now it will be geen that these lezal gentien
men deliberately came to the conclusion that
this country 18 held as the exclusive proper-
ty of the Crown. They eay the Crown haz
pstsed a charter, grautiog to this country
certain rights, and 1t is unconstitationsl, un-
der that charter, for the Parliament of Eng-
land to overthrow our constitution without
the consent of the people.

The hon. member made another reference
to shew the power of Parhament, turning our
attention to the cass of Cape Breton. Every
one knows that that oase bears not the
slightest resemblance to the position which
weoccupy. That country had no indepen-
dent Parliament; the views of its people were
not represented in a legislature of their gwn.
Cousequently, when the hon. member produ-

ces such & case, he must be perfectly aware
that bis ground is untenable He algo made
eeveral references to the Unitéd States, and
one would suppose that he had, all of a sud-
den, become perfectly horrifizd at democratic
ingt.tations. He told the Attcrney Genersl
that he had always known him as ** the Tory
of Tories.”” I have always heard the honble.
leader of the opposition spoken of as being
asgocisted with the democratic party of this
country. I have slways understood that he
owes the position which he occubies, and the
‘¢ foarisbiog practice’’ to which he refarred,
t> the influence of that eiement, Which he was
seeking to advance, snd which professed to
regard most highly the rights and interests
of the peoble.

The hon. gentleman told us with what ad-
miration he views ‘‘the weaith and intelli-
gence’® of the metropolis. We have heard
ad nauscam about the wealth and intelli-
gence of Halifax Is all the wealth and in-
teligence of Nova Scotis, concentrated in the
metropolis ? I c¢an look around the streets
of Halifax dnd point to men of both wealth
and intelligence who are arrayed with us 1
the ranks of the anti-confederate party;—
therefore it is idle for the hon. member to
boast that be has the'wealth and intelligence
of the country on his side. However much
we may 8cknowledge the influence of the
metropolis, yet throughout Nova Scotia
there are men of as good character and as
high intelligence to be found even 2mong
the laboring classes as many who roll in
their carriages through the streets of Halifax.
The men even of that clags, who bring to
the saubject sound intelligence and practical
common sense are a8 capable 88 he is of
knowing when their rights are trampled onm,
or the prosperity of the country jeopardized,
and 18 1t to be said that thege men, because
the wealth snd intelligence of the city are
arrayed against them, are pot to be consult-
ed on a change of theconstitution? No eir,
when [ look around these benches I see a
good indication of where the intellizence of
the country is, and when I know the gea-
tiemen who reflect here the opidions of the
people of Nova Scotia, I wonder to hear the
hon. member for Inverness, occnpying the
position which he does, as the sohitary voice
o be raised in the rdvocacy of the prineiples
of the confederatz party, undertaking to say
that that is & greaf party, I know not in
what 1t i8 great, nnless it is ~becauss it re-
presents the wealth aand intelligence of Hali-
fax? There are men 1n this community
whom I respect, but when the interests of the
people come into contact with the influence
of Halifsx, I feel it is ticme that their repre-
sentatives should stand up and advooste the
nterests and propouad the principles which
we do to-day : that before the constitation is
changed or overturned it ig incumbent and
necessary to conzult the feelings of the peo-
ple Docs not everybody kmow that the
question never was 121l before the people in
a tangible shape, until the ]ast elestion, al-
though it may have been discussed as a pure-
ly theoretical question through the press?
I undertake to say that previous to the pas-
gage of the Quebeo Scheme, there were not 8
hundred men in Nova Scotia who could tell
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you what confederation meant, in reference
to the interests of the Province. I believe in
ny heart, having an abiding faith and con-
fidence in the British public, and believing

“Engiand-to be governed by able and honor-

able men, that when they come to know the
position of our country, sad the views of its
representatives, and when they are told that
they have acted on falee information, no
matter how valusble they may regard the
union 1n the light of Imperial interests, the
British Parliament will ackuowledge that a
wrong has been done, and will resolve to
meet out to us the same measare of justice
and fajr play which basbeen shownto Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland.

On what principle can the British Govern—
ment keep Nova Scotia in this Confedera-
tion? If ehe is to be united against her wish-
es, why ehould not Newfoundiand be drage
ged in? It would be doubly insalting, when
we represent our views respectfully to Eogs
land, that she should coerce,us into 8 Union
simply calculsted to alienzte our feelings tos
wards the mother country. It wculd be unse
fair in me to do more than lay my views
briefly before the House after the length of
time that this debate hag occupied. The hon.
member who preceded me has left me but lite
tle to say, having met many of the argu-
ments which I was prepared to answer. I
will not therefore travel over mstters with
which every member must be familiar. I
would sy, however, to the hon member for
lnverness, that if he propouands, for & mo-
ment, the 1dea that the people of this country
intend to depart from the pozition they have
taken; if he believes ,for an instant that we
are migrepresenting the views of our consti-
tuents, be,is greatly mistaken. It wassaid
in the House of Commers that areaction bhad
taken place in this country in favor of Con-
federation. That is not the case. I have
conversed With my constituents up to a re-
cent period, and I can assmie you that if it
were posaible to intensify the diegust of the
people at this Union which has been forced
on us, that disgust has been increased and
intensified. The people have seen, mir, since
the passace of the Act, during the Iate Ses-
pion, that the interests of Nova Scotia are in
the hands of men who, however faithful in
the discharge.of their duties, are unable to
resist guccessfully the majority that would
trample on their rights. One of the amend-
ments gays that the Act has nct been long
enough 1n operation to judge fairly of its re-
sulte That reminds me of locking the stable
door after the steed has been stolen; it ia too
late to seek for relief when the Act bas bes
come irrevocable. Now is the time for the
people to act, and nobly are they doing so
Nobly will they continue to act—faithfully
zud 1oyaliy—to the Crown, but with the most
solemn and serious earnestness that ever af-
fected the minds of 2 high-spirited people.
They are determined to resist at every gacris
fice but that of their allegiance. Is it to be
wondered at that such is the opposition to
the echeme? Is there a man here who, in the
gilence of his own chamber, Lbas not had his
blood boiled by the remembrance of the man-
ner in which he and his countrymen has
been treated?

True it is that one boon has been. extended
to Nova Scotia by- this Coafederation Act—
the power to tax ourselves. Precious bless-
ing ! Ungrateful Nova Scotians! Why do
you not go down onm your marrow bones,
and give thanpks for this beneficence? Ab,
by the way there is snother boon: we get 80
cents g head to conscle us for our postion
When I cootrast this pittance with the res
venues which have been taken from us, I am
reminded of the msn who, after stealing a
pig, gave away the tail in charity to satiefy
his conscience. It wassaid that the delegates
were going to England to ask the British
Goveroment to adopt republican institutions,
but I think that it would be hard for the bon.
member to shew the act constitutional and
right by either British or republican aathor-
ties. In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I have to
way that I siacerely desire a repeal of the
union, and I trust that the gentlemen, who-
ever they may be, who are entrusted with
the delicate and responsible duty of going to
the authorities of England, and of plscing
the cage of oar people before them, asking
them under sl the circumstances to restore
us to our original porition, and to repeal so
much of the act ag affects Nova Scotia, will
do their duty fa thfuily and with & due sense
of the responeib.lity resting upon them.
well know that the eyes of Nova Scotia will be
upon them, the neart of the country ig with
them, the prayers of thousands will_agcend to
Heaven for the accomplishment of their object
I ask the delegates to go firmly and inde~
pendently, and to tell our Sovereign that the
people of this country are true and faithfal
to her person and ‘ber throne,—that we still
cherish and revere the mother country around
which so many historic recollections cluster,
—that there 18 not s Christian mother within
the land who does not teach her child to lisp
the name of our Gracions Sovereign with aa-
miration and respect; but that nothing will
satisfy the people of this country until they
are placed 1n the position which their hooor
and mnterests require by the repeal of an Act
passed 1n defiance of their wishes, and 1n de-
rogation of their rights.

The debate wag adjourzed.

Mr. BrancEaArD called sttention of the
Government to the necesgity of giving imme
diate relief to the distressed flshermen in In-
vernees County,

The House adjourned.

THUBSDAY, Feb. 13, 1868

The House m~t at 3 o’clack. ,

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY laid on the table a
memorial on the subject of the Horticultural
Society; also & morey petitiou., ~

Mr. CaMPBELL presented [a” money petition
from Rev. J. Chisholm and others, for aid
for certain distressed fichermen.

Dr. MuRRAY presented a petition from Dr
R Munro aid overseers of the poor 1n New
Glasgow asking for the zcturn of certain
moneys expended; also from the overseers of
the poor of Section No. 12 of the Eastern
District of Pictou, asking for the return
of moneys expended on transient paupers;
also, from trustees of New Glasgow School
Section with regard to the school tax.



