DEBATE 6% THE REPEAL RESOLUTIONS, -

Mownav. F:h 10
HON. ATL. GENERAL’S sPEECH.

Hon. AtrosnNey GrXgmaL addressed the
House as foilows ~I regret proceeding to the
debate o these resolutions 1n the absence of
the hon member for Inverness, but Laving
been informed that heis pot hikely to ben
hig place for some days, I ficd it necessary to
2o on with the discussion. 1 do eo with the
less regret because I know that this debate
wiil be reported with accuracy, and that con-
sequentiy that learped and bon. gentleman
wil] oe put 1z possession of the arguments
which I snd wy friende on this =de of the
House 1ntend to use. I regret that my vocal
orgaus are not just pow 1o very good order,
and that I frel some diffizulty in addressing
the House; butI shall endeavour to discharge
the duty devolv.cg upon me as well ag 1 can
under exist'ng circumstances I am about to
Iay before the members of tae House, before
the people of this country, and probably be.
fore the people of England, the facts of one of
the most ircportant political ocases that ever
aroge in the Colonies, snd 1o order to do so
satafactonily I shail endesvor to show the true
condition 1n which this country was placed
before certain political changes took place in
its consutution I shall endesavourin thefirss
place to show that Nova Scotia was s well
govern.d and Iaw respecting, s contented
and a heppy country. She was a well gov-
erned because ber institutions were moulded
in miniature on the medel of the British cons
stitution, which is the finest political gystom
by which any nation was ever governed—a
system celculated to maimntain order snd har-
mony among all orders of people—a system
under which obedience to law and the neces-
sary result of obedience to Iaw, hiberty, have
been betier maintained than in apy other
country; for, sir, however paradoxicsl 1t may
seem, 1t 18 a literal trath that the highest de-
gree of freedom consistsin obedience to law
It is obedience to law which preserves to me
my rights and Iiberties, my property and my
life; and therefore, however mconuist;nt it
may seem, it 18 actually true that the highest
degree of liberty coneists 1n obedience to law;
and that country which posseases institutions
calculated to produce that result, must be
the happiest pation on earth. Nowthe con-
stitution of Novs Scotis was hased upon the
principles of the British Constitution—those
principles which best suit the genins of the
people. Its whole condition was different
from those of any other country on the Con-
timent of America, sand the constitution which
was granted to the people of this provinse by
King Georgell , and which had been eniarge
ed and greatly improved by his successors on
the throne of England, was a well working
constitution. It was as much like the British
constitution as it was possible to make things
which are different in their nature. There
were some defects in it, among which the
greatest certainly was the want of s conrt
for the impeachment and punishment of pos
Ditical offenders. That was a deficienoy in
our system,—without it no system of Respon-

sible Government can te perfect, and it 1a
certainly curious, but by no means very re-
markable, that the great statesmen who have
originated this spiendid constitution for the
confederation of Canada have taken presious
good care in 1ts manufscture,~—whilst they
bave csiavlished courts for the administras
tion of ordinary justice, as well as courts of
sppesl—to leave out the court of impesch-
mens, which, considering the nature of the
men who formed that consutution, and who
are likely to be instrumental 1n carrying it
out, would be the mest important court of
all .
When we compare our constitution in No-
va Scolia with that of the Great Republie,
the contrast must be favorable to this proe
vince We admire the people of that coun-
iry, we have pincerely sympathised with them
10 tkeir recent distress and troubles. We feel
towards them all the emotions of fraternal
affection, but we do not approve of their con-
stitution We consider that their institus
tions are possessed of two fatal defects—the
oune ,8 democracy, the seconi Confederation.
We consider that having our little constitu-
tion moulded upon the monarchial ipstitu-
tions of England, makes it mnfinitsly superior
to that of the United States, although the lat-
ter is a master work of buman hands, snd
the finest prece of compomtion ever prepared
by men for political purposes. It was manu-
factured by men who were really statzsmen
—by men who loved their country—by men
who had been educated 10 sn Eoglish school—
by men who had sense enough to perceive the
beauties of the Britieh constitution—by men
who endeavoured with the utmost imaginable
psins snd skill to apply the principie of the
British constitut'on to a democratic system
and form of government; but the people of the
United States were unfortunate, after having
separated from England in 1783, in the politi-
osl system which tgey 1nstituted. Had they
combined in a legisiative union—had they in-
corporated all the States into one Legislature,
baving one set of laws and revenues, they
would undoubtedly, at this time, be the great-"
est nation upon the earth. They certainly
would not have been second to any other;
ut, unfortunately, they chose Confederation,
and that Confederation has resulted as every
Confederation must resalt, for it is impossible
80 t5 adjust the rival and discordsnt interests
of different countries under s Confederation
28 t0 maintain permanent harmony. It ismot
in the nature of things that they should con-
tinue a8 separate and individual countries,
having separate legislatores and individuali-
tiee, without clashing with one another at
some time ar other. We have seen, notwiths
standing the skill with which that famous
constitution of the United States was made—
notwithatanding the intelligence of that peo-
ple, that great evils have made their appear-
ance already. The Confederation wasbroken,
an internecine civuil war delaged their lsnd
with blood, and they expended 1n three years
more than probably three times the amount
of the national debt of England, in money,
and the destruction of thewr property; snd,
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sir, at this moment there 18 no man on esrth
who 1s able to say whatis to be the resault of
the political affairs of that great coundry —
Aun earthquake 18 grownng under their feet,
and no man can tcll when and where the vol-
csno 38 to burst, bringing with it destruction
and ruin I make theze observations with the
greatest possible regret, for I believe that
every man 1n Nova Scotis withes well to the
people of the Umited Btates, although the
people of this province bave no demre to be
conuected with them They are too wise, too
sensible to desire for & moment to part with
their own well-working public nstitutions,
and enter into Union with the States.

I sball now turn your attention to another
Confederation—the Confederation of Canss
da—and contrast it with the United States,
and show you that if it be not desirable to
enter into the Union with the United States,
Confederation with Canada m absolutely
hatefal and detestable to the people of this
country. We object to s upion with the
American States, because we disapprove of
Democracy and Confederation, but there 18
s worse political combination, that is Olig-
archy sod Confederation. If we diehize the
constitution of the United States we are
bound to hste snd detest tae constitution
which the Confederation Act has prepared
for the people of those fine colonies If we
were t0 join the United States, Nova Scotia
would possess all the freedom that every
8tate of the Union possesses. We would have
the ckoice of our own Governors, of our
Senstors, of our Leglalaters; we would have
the power of relf-taxation and self-govern-
menr in the highest degree; but what would
be our porition if we auffered ourselves to be
dragged into this hatefol union with Canads,
where would Nova Scotia’a freedom be?
Before the British America Act was imposed
upon us Nova Scotia was as free as the air.
How could the people of this country be
taxed? There was no power to tax them ex-
cept this Houge, their own servants, whom
they commissioned to tax them. 1s that the
state of things now? Have we any power
over the taxstion of this country? Does
not the Act in question confer upon Canads
the fullest power of taxing all the property
of Nova Ecotia at their arbitrary will? What
is our control over that Legislature? We
have but a paltry voice o 19 members in
the popular branch, but & 2'nzle one in the
other We have, therefore, to protect the
rights of this country from spoliation, only
19 members out of 253. If we should con-
tinue in Confederation we should not be goe
verned by the people, as is the case in the
United States, but by a little knot of Exeocus
tive Councillors 1n Canada. Therefore we
have no disposition to unite with the one or
the other—neither with the United Scates nor
with Canada; and, sir, 1f we were driven to
the necersity of making a choice between the
iwo oalamities, we would be bdand to choose
the least, and that would be, to join the
United States of America, and participate in
their liberty and prosperity rather than sub-
mit to the tyranny of Canads. We weuld
have to prefer the democratic tyranny of the
one country to the oligarchical tyranny of
the other, and there would be no diffisulty in
making s choice; but thank Heaven we are

nct called upon t0 choose between them We
harve a coustitution of our own, and that be-
longs to tae people of Nova Scotis; awd I am
gowng to show you that the consutution they
enjoy 18 their own property—that the Parliaw
ment of England had no power to take 1t
away from them—that the British America
Act ig entirely unconstitutional—that Nova
Scotia has never been legally confederated
with Canada—and 1t rests’ with her %> say
whether she will ever be 30 or not

Before I come to 100k to the constitution of
this conntry, I must make a few remarks with
rega-d to England. We mntend to send to the
mother country certain gentlemen authorized
to present to the Queen our humblie address,
praying Her Majesty to reheve us from this
Confederation with Canada. We go 1o the
mozt perfect confidence that our prayer mll
be heard Weknow to whom we sre going
to sppeal We are not placed 1n the condi-
tion that the old thirteen colonies were 1n uns
der old King George III. We have a very
different person to desl with1n Queen Victora.
We have 1o approach ministers very different
from those of the last cemtary We haveno
stubborn King like George 1iI ; we have no
prejudioes of the royal mind to counteract;
we have not the infstuation of his ministers
to meet Wehsave the greatest princess that
ever adorned a human throne—sa most virta=
ous Queen, who, when she accepted the
sceptre, took the oath that she would rale
the country scoording to the laws, cuse
toma sand statates of the realm. She has
most nobly fulfilled ber obligations, and,
in answer to theprayers of her own church,
¢ she has been endued most plenteously with
heavenly gifts >’ In her person she is an
exsmple of every virtue; her obedience to
the laws exalts her above all monsarchs.—
Her personal virtues are brightzr than sll
the gems which adorn her Imperial diadem.
Itis to & Queen hke this that the people
appeal. Have the people no right to pre-
sent themselves before their Sovereign
Queen ? Has not this ever been the most
loyal portion of her dominions. Lid not
our forefsthers flee from their country bes
osuse they would not participste 1n rebel-
hion ? Did they not leave their property for
their king’s sake? I have seen a resclution
patged by the Legislature of Nova Scotia
at the time the thirteen colonies rebelled
actuslly petitioning the King to impese
taxes upon the Province to assist the Em-
pire 1n 18 extremity From that time to
this the people of Nova Scotia have been
the most loya!l that ever dwelt 1n any part
of Her Msjesty’sdominions. They will have
confidence in presenting themselves before
the Queen, and asking to be restored—to
what! To anything that they bave no night
to demand? Simply to get their own. Can any
man suppose for & moment that they will be
rejected by » Sovereign hke ours? We need
be under no spprehension. We are pursuing
the proper course to obtain s legitirnate end,
and there is~no pawer on earth that oan pre-
vent the people from being reatored to their
rights but downright tyranny, sud that we
canpot expect from the hands of the Queen
snd her Government. Do not let the loyalty
of NovaScotia be suspected. Hasany oge a
right to suspect it? Look at the injuries



dome to this Province within the lsst six
months. See their liberties taken away, see
them taxed by a foreign and alien Legiela-
ture; see their property taken from them,—
sll their customs banded over to others, col-
Jected by strangers before their very eyes

See stamp duties and tes duties imposed upon
them. Those very acts which forced the old
thirteen colonies to rebellion have been ima
posed upon Nova Scotis with the same extra-
ordinary fatuity. And yet have the people
rebelled? I have heard of no movemsent of
agitation on the part of the people beyond
the simple burning in cffigy of one of the de-
legates. If that delegate had belonged to
the United States, instead of being burned in
effigy, he would have been burned 1n reality.
If men commissioned by any State in the
American Union to negotiate any arrange-
ment affecting the constitution returned with
such a bargain as these men returned with,
they would not have been permited to live.
The slow process of justice would not have
been extended to them, bat that has not been
the case in Nova Scotis. This lawsrespecting
people have made no movement, but they are
going to submit to it no longer. The time
for forbearance is at an end. They had no
means of constitutionally speaking until now,
and they intend to make use of it. If it
should be unsaccessful, .I may be seked what
will be the consequence? Iam hardly going
to anticipate that the appeal of the people
can be unsuccersful. I deny the porsibility
of failare, but then I assert on the bebalf of
the people a8 long as the Queen of England
extends to the people of Nova Scotia her pro-
tection so long will the people refuse to with-
draw their ailegiance. So long as they are
protected they will be loyal and faithfal,
and. sir, let it happen that the Queen of Eng-
land and her minmters in Parliament, regard-
less of the past, regardless of the loss of the
old colonies, shall determine to trample on
the rights and hberties of this country; if
they should do so, then it will indeed be a
dark and gloomy hour. Sir, wher by the
decrees of inexorable fate the flag of England
and the name of Englishmen shall be taken
away from the people of Nova Scotia, and the
flag and name of any other country substi-
tated, then I prophesy that this Province will
be turned into s house of mourning, and
every eye will shed hot burning tears of
bitter regret and inexpressible woe.

Now, having made these preliminary re-
marks, I shall turn your attention to the
higtory of our Constitution. I have heard
men assert that we have po valid constitu-
tion—thst it is made up of despatches. I
have been at the pains of exsmining into
this question, and can ehow you that Nova
Ecotia has had a chartered constitation, en
irrevocable constitution—one that wo power
on earth can take away except by force or
violence. Neither the Queen nor Parhament
of England has any right to touch or abre-
gate that comstitution. This, country was
originally known by the name of Acadia
and was in the possession of the French at
one time, and in that of the Eoglish at sn-
other—was long, in fact, debateable ground.
The French at last made the sewlément of
Port Roysél, at preeent called Annapolis.

5

They fortified it in the early part of the 18tk
century, but an expedition was fitted out by
a person of the name of Nicholson, from
Boston, who came over and forced the
French garrirom t0 capitalata  Conses
quently the Province was at this time con-
quered by the British. In 1713, soon
after the conquest. by the treaty of
Utrecht Louis XIV. assigned Acadis to
Queen Anne of Esgland, to herself and ber
heirs forever. I have before me thelanguage
of this treaty—it is stnking and plain —
¢ Yielded and made over to the Queen of
Great Britain snd to her heirs forever.”
From that time to this Nova Scotis has con-
tinued to belong to the Britishk Crown, and
the first inquiry we meet 18 thig—what was
the effect of that conquest and subsequent
cession by Louis X1V. to Queen Anne? What
was her title? Her title was absolate, in fee
simple—higher than the title any msan 1n
England or Americs possesses to his estate—
higher than the title possessed by the Prince
of Wales when he fm'chued, the other day,
s hunting ground in England. The Prince
of Wales holde his estate from the Queen, who
is the iady paramount of all the lande in the
country, and he may forfeit it to Her Ma-
Jesty; but that was not the care with the gift
to Queen Anne. She became the absolute
owner of Nova Scotia. It did not belong to
the people or Parliament of England, who
had no more to do with 1t than the people of
Turkey. It was properly transferred, and
belonged absolutely to Anne, the Queen of
England, and her heirs forever. For 34
years after this cession 1t remained the proper-
ty of the Queen and her heirs, and she could do
with 1t juet as she pleagsed —just as any man
in this Houee might sell an estate belonging
tohim. She might puts tenant on it, and
regulate the covenant under which the tenant
would hold 1t In 1747 1t came into the
hands of George 1L, and he, being desirous
of having 1t eettled by English subjects,
promised the peopls of England who wouid
undertake the settlement of the country that
he would give them the British Constitution
1 miniature. Accordingly he ordered a pa-
tent to be drawn up, witn the Great Seal—a
Seal larger than the crown of a hat—for
Lord Cornwailis, by which he granted to the
people of Nova Scotia the constitution they
were to poagess. I shall call your attention
briefly to the words of that part of the patent
which refers to the establishment of s Legise
lative Assembly 1n the Province. He estab-
Lished by this patent a Governor in the place
of King, a Counail in the place of Lords, and
s Houze of Assembly in the place of Com-
mons, and made the conmstitution of the
colony 88 neatly like that of Great Britamn
38 he could. *‘ Aud we do hereby (this ps-
tent is dated 6th Alay, 1747,) give and grant
unto you (Edward Cornwaliis) full power and
guthority, with the advice and consent of our
sa1d Council, from time to time, as need shall
require, to summon and call general assem-
bues of the freeholders and planters within
your jursdiction according to the usage of
the sest of our plantatuons in America, and
that you, the said Edward Cornwallis, with
the advice and consent of our House of As-
gembly or the msjor part of it, shall have



fall power and suthority to make and or-
dain (here is power given to the Legisiature)
1aws, statutes and ordinances for the public
peace, and welfare, and good government of
our gaid Province and of the people and in=
habitants thereof, snd such messares as shall
tend to the bepefit of us and our successors,
which said laws and ordinances are not to be
repugnant, but a8 nearly agreeable as possi-
ble to the statutes of this our said EKngdom
of Eogland.””

This solemn deed and covenant cannot be
repudisted. After Cornwallis obtainad this
patent 1n 1747, he and the other Governors
Who sacceeded hum were very slow 1n caliing
together the freeholders in order to give the
people the benefit of this Assembly, and sc-
cordingly in 1757, or ten years after the
granting of the patent, a corregpondencs
took place between the Ministers of George
II. and Governor Lawrence, m which the
Minusters called upon thelatter to execute that
deed, and to give to the people their Legisia-
tive Assembly. Mr. Lawrence thought
he could make as good laws asany Assembly,
and he snd his Council persisted 1 passing
iaws. From the time the constitution was
given, instead of calling the Legislature to-
geother, he summoned the Counocil, and with
them made laws for the government of the
Province. In 1755 the subject was brought
to the notice of the Crown Officers of Eng-
land, for the people of Nova Scotia com-
plained that their charter had not been cars
ried wnto effect, and some of them refused
obedience to the orders in Council, on the
ground that no rulez and regulstions could
be made for the government of the people
exoept through the House of Asgembly, after
that charter had been given. The matter
was referred to William Murray and Richard
Lloyd—-the Attorney and Solicitor Generals
of England—the former of whom subse~
quently became Lord Mansfield, one of the
most eminent of English jurists. And here
ig their opinion—** We have taken the smd
observations into our consideration, and we
are humbly of opinion that the Governor
and Council alone are not authorized by His
Majesty to make Isws.”’

Here is the opinion of these distinguished
Jurists that the king could not make laws for
the colony. The King having given the
charter in question, had no power to make
laws. Wherever a country 18 conquered, the
conqueror to whom 1t is ceded has the power
to do as he or she pleases in its management.
He may, if he chooses, allow the imhabitants
of that country to make their own laws, or
put them all to death, or he may send them a
code of 1aws made by himself, snd sallow his
Governors to execute them within the coune
try. Bat if he confers upon the country any
privileges, the deed is obligatory upon him-
self and heirs, and be csnnot annul it, he is
bound to submit to it. It is juet the same
with an individual. 88 soon a8 he signs &
deed for a piece of land to his neighbor,
neither he nor his heirs, can afterwards dise
pute that seal. The day the King signed that
deed and appended tho seal to the commission
of the Governor, he conceded the power to
make Iaws. Both his Attorney and Solicitor
Generals tell him, we have looked at Lord

Cornwailis’ patent, and you have not the
power to make such laws. No law can be
hinding apon the people of Nova Scotis ex-
cept such as are passed n sccordance with
that charter. To show how completely irre-
vocable these charters are, I will briefly cail
your attention to s csse whick arose many
years after, 1n 1774 Lord Mansfield then de-
livered his opinion, in the Court of Queen’s
Bench, upon & cage which had been s number
of timessolemnly argued. After the conquest
of Grenads, the King of Englsud gave s Com-
mission to & gentlemsn of the name of Mel.
ville, almost identically the zame as thst he
gaveto Cornwallis. This deed was signed in
the month of April, 1764, but Governor Mel-
wille did not proceed to take charge until the
following December In the mesntime the
King issued letters patent under the grest
seal, on the 20th July, 1764, laying a tax
upon the people of Grenada—performing, in
fact, an sct of legislation The case was
brought up for argument; the merchsnt
who had paid the tax having came over to
England, and having been sllowed to try 1t
by the Attorney Genersl. The judgwent of
the Court was that the tax waaillegal becanse
the King, when he mgred that Commission
to Melville, ceaged to have any power over
Grenada Here are some of the observations
made by Lord Mansfield - ‘¢ After fall cons
sideration, we are of opinion that before the
letters patent of the 20th July, 1764, the King
had precluded himself from the exercise of
legislative authonty over the island of Gren-
ada.”” Again hessid - ‘* Wetherefore think
after the * » * * *  and the
Commission of Governor of Melville, the King
had immediately and irrecoverably grantedto
all who are or thall become inhabitants of
Grenads, the right of having their legislation
exercised by an Assembly and a Governorin
Council ”?

Now, Mr, Speaker, 1 shall endeavor to
bring this argument to a cloze by inviting
the attention of the House, and of the people
of England to whom I am speaking at this
moment, to the great importsnce of Nova’
Scotia to the British Empirc. This 18 & sub-
ject which has never been well considered.
The old colonies are the most valuable pors
tions of the earth—by the stubbornners of a
British King and the stupidity of his Mins-
ters they were lost to the Empire; and that
dismemberment was the most serious that
ever befell the British nation. Lord Chathsm
actuslly died protesting agawmnet it. Nova
Scotia stands on the front of the American con-
tinent just as England does in that of Europe.
She posscsses great mineral wealth, the source
of Encland’s greatness Her coal and 1iron,
with the energy of her people, have brought
the mother country to her present high con-
dition. We possess the same advantages—we
too are almost an island. If Nova Scotia
were lost to England she might bid adieu to
New Brunswick, to Prince Edward Island, and
to Newfoundland. These four Marinme Prova
inces together have a territory similarly
situated to the British Isles, and are capable
of sustaiming & population equal to theirs
Now Great Britam has been to Nova Scotia 2
very affectionate parent. She has been most
kind to us, but we sometimes hear the states-
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men of England grumbling s little about the
expensa 1 in defending these colonies.
1 must confess [ csnnot see what that expense
is Great Britsin 18 & maritime naticn sud &
militsary power She must have the best na«
vies on the ocean and ope of the strongest
armies in the field Where could she main-
tain her troops sud navy more economically
than in these Colonies. The climate 18
a very healthy one; the statistics show that
mortality here is less than in any other
part of the world. The people of Eng-
1and wouid never consentto 8 standing army
remaining in their own coantry. Therefore
the scattering of the troops through the colo~
nies has been a kind of necessity. Therefore,
ro far from those colonies costing England
anything they are littleor no expense to her
She was always s kind mother although not
& wise one at times. When she adopted her
trade polioy in 1848 she left these colonies en-
tirely unprotected ; she left the trade of Neva
Scotis to be mansged by people who knew
nothing sbout it. She had up to that time
managed our trade herself; she withdrew her
fostering care and left us to walk alone. We

ve muanaged to live very happy and con-
tentedly, but she did not act wisely towsrds
these colonies. Since 1848 no lexs than six
million of people have left England, Ireland
and Sootland; where have they gomne to?
They have gonme directly past us into the
United States. If England had been s judi-
cious foster mother she would have diverted
the emigration into these colonies If she
bad encouraged the commercial advantages
of Nova Scotis and the sagricultural capabi-
lities of Canads we would now be a strong
pation 1nstead of having only four millions
of souls in our midst. We would haves po-
pualation of nine or ten millions, and instead
of being afraid of invasion the people of the
United States would be plessed to think
during their internecine war that such was
the peacefal character and orderly disposis
tion of Her Msjesty’s Colonies in America
that there was no danger to be apprehended
from them.

I believe there is no timethat s parent knows
the value of the child he loves until he hears the
cold earth falling upon the coffin, and the sad
words, *‘“ earth to earth, asbes to ashes,
dust to dust.”’ Let England transfer this
little provinge to the United States, snd she
will, after a few years’ time, wake up to the
loes she has sustsined. If the people of the
United States ruoceed in restoring the union,
in hesling the differences between tbhe North
and the SBouth, and in concentrating their
tremendous energies, she must become one of
the grestest powers of the worid. Sheisnow
s great naval power, but give her the har-
bour of Halifax,~—which in ber hands could
be made just ss impregnable as Gibraltar.
Give her the coal, iron, and fisheries of Nova
Scotis, and her power will be largely increas.
ed, and miltions of people will pour into this
country. The fisheriesalone of these provinges
would be to the United States s nursury for
& mpillion or a million and s half of seamen.
How long would England then bosst of her
martime gupremacy ? When the Americans
had only a few miserable ships they brought
mare disgrace upon the British flag than any
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other nation ever succeeded in doing. What
would they be if, when ochalienged to tha test
by Grest Britain, they had possession of the
Colonies in addition to their ordinary
strength? Suppose in the order of things
France, ancther great nsval power, should
combine her energies with those of the United
States, against Eogland, in whst pomtion
would the mother country be? How could
she contend with such maritime nations as
these? -“Thereforethe loss of these Colomies
might lead to the degradation of England, snd
instead of standing st the head of natioms she
might be lowered to the sondition of a secon-
dary state, if indeed she were not converted
into a province of France.

I shall now very. briefy call the sttention
of the House to the resolutions before it.
They develope the srguments on which we
ask for s repeal of the Union, The firat clsnas
contends that the Legisiative Assembly of
Nova Scotis had no power to changs the con-
stitution; they had none except whst was
given them in the charter. Parlinment had
no power over this country—it never had
any. This country belonged to the Queen of
England, and our Asgembiy had no constitu-
tional right to consent to or make the slights
est alieration in the constitution under which
they were elected to make laws. That isthe
pomtion which we take, and I would like to
see the British constitutional authorities ex«
amine this sabjest, for I am convinced
they will achnowledge that I am correct.
The second rerolution 18 to the effect that the
oniy suthority which the Delegates had was
derived from the Assembly, who had no
power to give any such suthority atall.
Even thig suthority, however, they disregsrd.
ed. Their authority mmply extended to the
negotiation of the terms of » Federal union
between all the British North American Colo-
nies They had no power to select three pro-
vinces and confederste them, and therefore
in that respect they did not act up to their
authority. Then, sir, their delegation was
not legally constituted. If I gave s power of
Attorney to A. B. and C. to transact business
for me, A. and B. cannot do it without C.,
unless I make 1t optional for them to do it
Jjointly or severally; but if I authorize three
men jointly to execute a deed for me, or do
any other act, any two of them cannot legally
perform the duty, If the House of Assembly
suthorized a delegation to be comstituted,
conpisting of an equsl number of men from
Upper and Lower Canada, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward’s [sland, Newfoundlsnd, and
Nova Scotis, the delegates had no power to
aot unless this stipulation was carried out.
No constituent assembly was constitated—it
could mske ne constitution, or do any act
until al! the delegates were present. If there
were 5 from one province and 6 from another,
the whole proceeding was a nullity, because the
delegation was not comstituted according to
their instructions. Then sagsin they were
told that they were to make just provi-
sion for the rights and interests of Nova
Scotia. How did they do thst? They gave
the whole province away. We had a well-
working constitution; we made our own
laws, raised our own revenues, and taxed
ourselves. We owned railways, fisheries, and

'



other pablic property, but they gave themall
awsy for nothing. We can at any moment
be taxed to any extent arbitranly by an
oligarchy 10 Canads.

The sixth resolation states that no change
can be msade without an appesl to the people.
Here is a self-evident proposition. The con-
stitution belonga to whom ? To the House of
Assembly ? No. To the Leguslative Coun-
cil? No. It is the property of the people of
Nova Scotis—every man, womsn and child
are the owners, and 1t canpot be taken away
from them withoat their consent. Even the
arbitrary monarchies of Euarope admit that
principle. Whee Napoleon seized upon the
Empire what did he do ? At allevents be went
through the ceremony of sending sround the
bsallot box, and asking the people whether
they were wiliing to chaunge their comstitu-
tion. The other day two States of Italy,
Nice and Savoy, were transferred after the
Austrian campaign, and what was done?
Did one king sit down and cede the country
to the_other? Noj; the people were called
upon to decide whether they were prepared
to accept the change of conmtution or
not. No constitution can be lawfully and
constitutionally taken awsy without consulte
ing the people who own the constitution.
Thas is & self-evident proposition—;just as evi-
dent as the fact that no msn can bave his
farm taken away from him without his cons

t.

These resolutions go on to argue that the
people of Nova Scotis were never consulted
antil the 18th September, 1867, after the Bri-
tish North America Act had paszed the Pare
liament, and the Queen had given it force by
her proclamation. They were then for the
first time asked whetber they were willing to
accept the change of constitution  Then did
the people answer emphaticallythat theywould
have nothing to do with1t. These resolations
state that the preamble of the Imperial Statute
18 false, and I believe that when the Quebes
scheme went home no such words were in 1t.
Bat no sooner did the crown officers cast their
eyes over 1t than they, knowing the constitu-
tional course in all puch matters, perceived
that it was impossible for the Imperial Gov-
ernment to legisiate upon the question withs
out the congent or request of the people of
thege colonies. Accordingly they added the
prea=ble declaring that ““whereas the people
of Canads, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
desire to be federally united, &c >’ That
statate could not have been placed before the
Imperial Parlisment unless it had these words
init, for 1t would be uncompstitutional uz-
less the people of there colonies had testified
their assent to it. Therefore the preambie
being false, the atatute is unconstitutional
and falls to the ground.

The resolutions go on to #ay that the peos
ple were not only npot consulted, but that
they were purposely and designedly prevent
ed from being consulted Is not that a true
etatement? What did the House of Assembly
who recently sat upon these benches, with no
great credit to themd, do in the month of
March last? When it was moved that the
people of Nova Scotis had a right to be con-
sulted at the polls, whether they would ¢ona
sent to be confederated or not, that resolation

was negatived by 32 against 16 representa-
tives of the people. Whose servants were
these 32 persons? The servants of the Exe-
cutive Council; they ignored the suthority of
the people, and said that the constitution of
Nova Scotia belonged to Dr. Tapper snd s
few others. Then I think we hsve asserted
striotly 1n accordance with the fact that the
people of Nova Scotia were systematically
and perseveringly kept from passing uponm
the sabject of confederation. We have also
stated with trath that the lest election turned
entirely upon confederation. I have heard
men venture to assert that other issues en-
tered nto that election, but men who say
this will state anything. No manliving be-
fore or during the election, can venture to
deny the fact that confederation was the
great question which excited the people frem
ope end of the province to the other. Now
there 18 another clause wkich tells us that
these colonies were, in the opimion of the
people of Nova Scotis, united to each other
by a conpection better and superior to that of
spy coonfederation that could be derived
even upon the fairest and wisest terms.
I bclieve that to be literslly true. It is
matter of political opinion. I have always
thought that the system cf confederation was
the worst by which we could be umted. Itis
1mpossible g0 to rezulate the conflicting in-
terests of the different countries in & manner
that will prevent conflicts and difficulties
arieing. If ycu leave to the several countries
their individuality and aliow them to retain
their local legislatares whilst you sttempt to
combine taem at the game time under one
ceneral head, the experiment will be fatal—in
time 3t must apd will end in oivil war
snd the shedding of blood. I believe that
has been the experience of the world with
respect to Confederation. The provinces
have nov four governments instead of three.
1f they were really united they would be
stro ger, inasmuch as the whole is strong-
er than tpre paris, they would have one head,
one legislature, one revenue, one set of laws,
one tariff On the other hand, for the reasons
I bave previously given, the system of Con-
federation is, in reality, the worst that could
be devised for these Colonies, if the wish 18 to
phrcmote harmony and prosperity among
them

Weshall pass these resolations and we may,
1f neceseary, add one or two more; and when
we have done 50, it is the demgn of the Go-
vernment and Bouse to zend Delegates to Eng-
Iand as soon as we can, to submit to the Queen
a humble Address, embracing the substance
of theze resolutions; and I have much
plessure in announcing, so far as I am able
to judge, my belief and conviction that the
Delegation cannot possibly fail of success.

SCEECH OF HON. MIR. TROOP.

Hon. Mr. Troor #aid -~—In rising this af-
ternoon t5 second the resolutions laid on the
table by the Attorney General I feel, Mr.,
Speaker, thit I would 1ke to have the Pars
liamentary experience of yourself or of the
hon. gentleman who 8o ably and eloquently
1aid the case of Nova Scotia before the House.
Before taking up the thread of the argument



let me for a little while turn the satiention of
the House to the pomition which Novs Scctia
occupies to-dsy as compared with that which
she oceupied & few years ago, before our Le¢-
gielature andertook to deal w ta the question
of Confederation. The Province wae then
peaceful, prosperous and happy~—Iving aiong
the seaboard our people had lived free and
contented,—their sailors went down to the
wes /in~ ships,—their shipbuilders ment out
those merchantmen for which Nova Scotia is
famed, bearitg the fag of Ecgland over the
wide world,—capitalists were developing the
mines of the country, and throughout the
length and bresdth of the land there were
evidenoces that Nova Scotin was rising to be &
free, rich, happy snd prosperous country
If there had been anything occurring among
us to change that state,—had there bétn s
voicein Nova Scotia raised »gainst the position
we were ocoupying orany of our surround-
ing circamstances,—snything leading our
people to seek political and coostitational
changes,—we might bave less cause for com-
plaint, and the members of this Legislatare
would not be in the position which tbey oo-
cuby to dsy, called upon to take a bold stand
for the rights aud liberties of their country-
men. I rejoice that our country is yet a
British colony,—that we have the British
flag above our heads and the British consti-
tion at our back, and that in this discussion
we can rise superior to the Little knot of ser-
vile tools, who, in defiance of public opinien,
have had the audacity to slander and insalt
the people to their teeth. In the argument
which I am going to use on this occasion I
will show that the people of Nova Scotia
asked for no constitational changes and de-
sired none, snd that the public records are
replets with proofs of the assertion. When I
look across the water at Old England, snd
learn from her history what struggles were
required to make her what she is to day, I
rejoice that in this country we can trace back
our ancestry to some of the men who had
fought their nation up to her present high
staadard. And looking there for pre-
cedent instead of pablic discussion and
free debate being confined, instead of her
public men taking & leap in the dark, and
the opponents of any great messure being
taanted with disloyslty, we find in the Par-
linment, in the press, and on the platform
equsl free, open, manly argument and de-
bate,—we find none of the loyslty which is
dressed ont in buckram and court trappings,
we find the people understanding their
rights and liberties, and bringing to the front
the highest statesman in the land who dares
4o override a single right which the people
possess. 3

In entering on this discussion I do so feel-
ing that I sm » British subject, that I have
the same rights which a rman has who 18 born
on the soil of England. And I feel likewise
that if this dircussion could have been trane-
ferred across the Atlantic, the delegates and
the contemptible press that sopported them
would bave had to debate this question on
ita merits, and not in such & way as to oute
rage the feslings of all who were not subser~
vient to their views. I will not travel far
back over the records touching this vexed

question, for the main arguments le in 20
narrow 8 compass thst in a short time [
think [ can bring forward the whole case
fally and fairly as :t stands between Nova
Scons and Canada  Ithink 1t is onr daty
in thie debate to throw &'l the bght that ix
available on the question, and to produce sl
the information from pubiic despatches and
ctherwise, that masy strepethen our case
when 1t comes to be 1aid betore the Parha-
ment of Great Britain In the first place
then I agk the atteation of the House w a
despatch dated 10 1859, miguned by Messrs
Cartier, Ruse and Galt, three of the leading
statesmen of Canada, and by this I wiil
brnogz Canadx to bear witness againat Cape-
da  Itis not the people of the Maritime
Provinces who origipated the charges
aga:nst the Canedians, of which we have so
often heard, for there three gentlemen ads
mitted that 1o 1858 to esuch an extent had
party strife snd faction gone, that the poli-
ticisns of that country were like 20 many
Kilkenny catstearing ateach other’s throats,
and we find that those able mindsof British
America bad brought their country into a
state of degradation and confusion, so 1nexs
tricable that they were obliged to go tp the
parent country and ask the British govern-
ment to relieve them of their difficulties by
dragging 1o the Maritime Provinces. That
despatoh elicited s reply from Sir E. Bulwer
Lytton, then Secretsry of State for the Coloe
nier, and what was that reply? ¢Nova
Scotia has a constitution of her own,—her
people have done nothing to forfeit their
constitutionsl rights, they are loyal to the
Crown, and while they maintain their allegi~
ance and perform their dutied as good citis
zen’s and free born subjects of the Empire,
we will not interfere with them,—go and do
your own work,—shew that you are fit to
govern youreelves, and then get the people
of the other Colonies to join you ifyou can'**
That was the substance of the advice which
Sir Bulwer Lytton gave to those statesmen.
Did they take it? Not they—but immediate-
1y commenced plotting to obtsin by artfol
wiles what they could not obtain fairly and
constitufionslly. Here is the record of
Cauadian faction, as drawn by three of her
oldest statesmen :

«It is our duty to stste that very grave
difficulties now present themselves in cons
duoting the Government of Canada in such a
manner a8 to shew due regard to the wishes
of its numerous population The Union of
Lower with Upper Canads wss based upon
perfect equality bemng preserved between
these Provinces, a condition the more neces-
sary from the differences”in their respective
Ilangusge, law and religion—and although
there ig wow s large English population in
Lower Canada, stiil their differences exist to
sn extent which prevents any perfect and
complete assimilation of the views of the two
sections.

‘At the time of the Union Act, Lower
Canada possessed & much larger population
than Upper Canads, but this produced no
diffioulty in the Government of the united
Provinoe under that Act; since that period,
bowever, the progress of populstion has betn
more rapid in the western section, and



10

claims are now made on behslf of ita inhabi-
tanis for giviog them representstion in the
Legislature in proportion to their numbers,
whioh claims investing, it is believed, s most
serious interference with the principles upon
which the Union was based, have been, and
are, strenuously resisted by Lower Csnada.

“The result is shewn by an agitation
fraught with great dspger to the peacefal
and harmoniou» working of our constitutions
sl gystem, and consequently detrimental to
the progress of the Province.

<“The necessity of providing a remedy for
s stats of things that is yearly becoming
worse, and of sllaying feelingn that are dsily
aggravated by the contention of political
parties, has impressed the advisers of Her
Majesty’s representatives in Canada with the
importance of seeking for such s mode of
dealing with these difficulties as msay forever
remove them. In this view, 1t has sppeared
advissble to them to conmder how far the
union of Lower with Upper Csnada could be
rendered esgentially federative 1n combinstion
with the Provinces of New Brunswiok, Nova
Scotia Newfoundland snd Prince Edward
Island, together with’such other territories ag
it may be hereafter desirable to incorporate
with such confederation from the possessions
of the crown 1n British North America.

“The undersigned are comvinced that Her
Majesty’s Government will bz fally ahve to
the grave nature of the circumstances re-
Serred to, which are stated by them under the
Jull responsibility of their position as advis-
ers of thecrown in Canada  'They are sat-
isfied that the time has arrived for a consti-
tational discussion of all meaus whereby the
evtls of internal dissension may be avoided
in such an importsnt dependency of the em-
pire of Canads.”’

I think that this langusge shows what the
views of the people and government of Can-
ads were at that time in seeking a.Union
with the Maritime Provinces. We hear now
a good deal about loyslty—about the neces-
sity of binding together these Colonies by an
Intercolonial Railroad; but did the people of
Canada say anything about such small mat-
ters then? Were they fi led with loyalty snd
prompted by & desire to build up a eecond
England on this continent? We bear not a
word abont that; but they tell the British
people and government, ‘‘ we are fighting
tooth snd nail; we cannot get along harmo-
niously; and becauze we are 1n thatcondition
we pray your Msjesty’sgovernment to bring
about s Union which will give us the control
of the Maritime Provinces’’ Thig is the
first piece of ewidence that I produce against
Cansds, and I produce it to show that 1o
asking for a Union the Canadians, instead of
being snimated with feelings s0 noble as
those which have been saecribed to them—in-
stead of deeiring to Iay the corner stone of a
great nation, all they desired was to get re-
presentation by pupulation, 1n order that
Western Cacada might govers British Ame.
rica as it pleased. Had we returned up to
the present hour the men of calibre aud 1otel-
lect who labored to found our institations
and who filled cur councils in 1760, instead
of the men who have ruled Nova Seotia for
the last four years, cur history would have

told & different tale. If we had been governed
by the men who helped to build our consti~
tut'on, we would not now be engaged in a
fearful struggle to regsin what perfidy has
taken from us Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, in his
reply, says .—

*“ The question, however, is one which ine
volves not merely the interests of the import-
ant Province of Canads and its relations toe
wards the Empire, but also the posilion and
welfare of the other North American Pro-
vinces.”> * * * * ¢« We think that we
should be wanting 1n proper consideration
for those governments 1f we were to authors
128, without any previous knowledge of their
views, a meeting of delegates from the Exeon-
tive Counoils, snd thus to commit them to &
preliminary step towards the settlement of a
momentous question, of which they have not
yet mguified their assent to the principle.’’

The next piece of evidence in connection
with this subject we find in the Journals of
1861, when a resolution was passed on the
construction of which the Canadisn delegates
based therr constitutional right to legialate
awey this country. I bave heard, as the
discussion progressed, that the legislatare
had a right to do as it did, and that the de-
legates had s right to do as they did, becanse
of this resolution of 1861, which merely ex-
presses that *‘ whereas the question of a
Union of the Colopies had been before the
country for & long time, and for the parpose
of setting the public mind &t rest, the go-
vernment shouid be authoriged to send dele-
gates to confer with the Canadians en that
and other subjects Can the stream rise
higher than its gource? When the delegates
went to Canada, aund nothing came of their
rmission the resolation became & dead letter;
very many thought that the question was set
at rest, and so did these delegates and this
legisiature of Nova Scotia, because when
they came to discuss a umion of the Maritime
Provinoes, we find the Provincial Secretary
introducing a fresh resolution to effect that
Mantime union. Where was the question of
British pohicy then? Why were we not then
told . ** you are doing wrong: Great Britain
desires you to confederate with Canada—to
build up a great pationality, with one foot
onthe Atlsntic, and the other on the Pacific ?”*
Not 8 word was said about that. These re-
solutions were acted upon by the Nova Sootis
Government, but no sooner did the delegates
go down to Charlottetown, than Lord Monck,
with & strange sssumption of power, attempt~
ed to lead them from their legitimate miegion.
He says in this despatch, dated 30th June,
1S54, to Major-General Doyle, who then ad-
mimstered the Government of Nova Scotia :

** T have the honor to mnform youn that it 1s
the wish of the Canadian Government to send
2 Delegation to attend the Conference which
1t 18 proposed to hold this year, of gentlemen
representing reapectively, Nova Scotis, New
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Islend, with
s view to the Union of those Provinces. Toe
object of the Csnadian Government is to as-
certain whether the proposed Union may not
be made to embrace the whole of the British
North American Provinces Ishsll feel much
obliged if you will inform we of the time and
place which have been fixed on for the meet-
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ing; and I trust tha Jresence of a Canadian
Delegation will be sgreeable to their brethern
of the Maritime Provinces.”

I am dealing with this question from a con-
stitutional point of view, and bringing to the
bar of public opinion Lord Monck, and the
delegates who attempted to override the con-
stitntion  The doctrine that they had the
right to do ss they did, seems to have dawn-
ed on their minds at & very late date, for Dr,
Tapper's government, through Sir Richard
McDongell, replied to Lord Monck in the fol-
lowing language

¢ In the meantime I can arsure your Lord-
ship of the extreme pleasure which 1t will
afford this Government, to confer unofficially
with any Delegates zent from Canada. It s,
however, necessary to remind your Lordship
that no Reeolution has yet been passed by
any of the Legielatures of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, anthorising the appointment of Dele-
gates for apy purpose but that of considering
some pisn for the Unmion of the three Pro-
vincen. Therefore, peither I nor my Ministry
have the power to go beyond the exact pows
ers conferred by that Resolution *’

Thig is constitational Iaw as 1aid down by
Dr. Tapper and his Government,—there isa
statement deliberately made by the Govern-
ment, but which they saw fit to repudiaten
twenty days after date And what did Mr
Cardwell ray on the sabject ? Did he say *“you
have not carried out the policy of this Govs
ernment—the British Government desire Con-
federation with Carada to take place?”> Not
aword or a syliable to that effect came
across the water, but in plain snd exe
plicit terms the people were told that
the official mission was to censider a union
of the Mariime Provinces Twenty days af-
terwards we find these delegates gomng to
Quebec. I willnot follow them there among
the champagne revelries and drunken_routs,
—we have beard sufficient of thst. Instead
of acting as if they were laying the founds-
tion of a great nstion, it appeared as if they
had gone off to & midnight rout or a shindy
in the beckwoods. But the fact 18 that the
Csnadians haviag got the delegates into the
ieading strings entrapped them into the Que-
bec resolations Then we all know that when
the Legulature attempted to desl with the
quertion 1t excited one universal storm of dis-
approbation throughout the country. When
public opinion is formed in this country upon
any grave gubject, it is by neighbor meeting
neighbor around the fireside, in social gather-
ings, and by friendly, mutual conversstion,
—then comes into play the intelligence of the
country. I have heard ignorance impated to
outr people,—and it was said that the ignorant
class of the population are AntixUnionists,—
that a great many ableand intellectual men,
all the judges, all the ministers and all the
high fanctionaries are 1n favor of the Union.

I take here a beld stand and say : Suppoze
the judges and ministers and nabobs and
migh officials are in favor of :*, what is that
1f the people are against 1t? The people are
the greatest, for ii you destroy the people’s
rights yon impair the whole fabric of the
copetitztution. Destroy those rights and you
make the people feel degraded, and what then
18 the value of courts of justice and schools

and pulpits? Give the minds of the xpec:ph!
free room and play—do not puta padlock or
s gsg upon them. It is thatintelligence run-
ning like lightning through the land thathas
shattered the ranks of the Confederate party
to stoms. When the Legislatare came to deal
with the question at ity first sessiotfthe dele-
gates failed to carry out the arrangements
they had made with thelr collesgues in Ca-
nsda’ They were to have saked the Hovse
to agree by resolution to the Quebec re-.
solntions. Why did they not do it? Be-
cause, there were no corrupting influences
at work,—the msjority of the Legislature
were oppoxed to the scheme,—they told the
Premier they would not consent to & uhionm
with Canads on such terms, and fmoreover
that they would agree to no scheme which
bad not been ratified by the people. The re-
sult wag that the Premier declared the mess
sure impracticable, and led the people to sup-
pose that the whole queation was at an end,—
that there was no necesmty for agitation.
Coming down a little later we find that the
Premier sncceeded in successfully bringing
the matter before the Legislatare, and having
his policy ratified against the wishes of the
people. Here he is met by a protest signed
by members of the Opposition 1n which they
solemnly dec'ared the rights of the people.
How was thst protest treated ? What did the
Executiva Council say to it, and to the vast
majority of the people of this country”

¢ In conclusion, the Council may state
that more than a year since they submitted
the proceedings of the Quebec Conference to
the Legizlature, that the eabject of s union
of the British North American Colonies has
been counstantly discussed in this Province
sipce that time. Yet the opponents of union
were only able to obtain the signatures of §,-
085 people out of & populstion of not less
than 350,000 for presentation to the House
during the present session, praying that it
might be referred to the people at the polls
The foregoing resolution, after fuil delibers-
tion sud discussion, wascarried in the Legies
Iative Council by a vote of 13 to 5, and in the
Houere of Assembly by 31 to 19. All the mem-
bers of the present Governmeat and four
members of the late Government, of which
Mr Howe was the leader, united in sustain-
ing the resolution, while but two voted
agsinst it

That Mioute of Council, prepsred in the
seerecy of the Council Board, under the
direction of Sir Fenwick Williams, the Lieu-
tenant Gosernor of Nova Scotia, was sent to
kogland, and it stands on our Journals
stamping the men whoe framed 1t with the
crime of gross misrepresentation. They
knew they were deceiving the British Govern
ment—that under cover of that despatch they
were perpetrating an act of gross ipjustice
and doing a cruel wrong to the people of
Nova Scotia.  Determined to trick the conn-
try and to perpetrate a fraud, they had left
out of the Governor’s speech at the opening
of the session =1l mention of Confederation,
and at s late penied of the session, when no
petitions had been presented in comsequence
of the assurance that nothing would be done,
that country was tasken by surprise. The
Minute of Council, framed by the Govern-



ment, who had a fall knowledge of the wishes
of the people, sssuring the Government that
only 5000 persons had petitioned sgainst the
measare, was calculsted to lead that Goverp«
ment to euppoee that the grest majority of
the people were in favor of the uwpion I
agk, then, 1n view of the state of pablic opin-
ion at that period if the government of the
day did not know that the statement con

tained in guch Minute was a deliberate uns
truth? I ask if it was nci made to mislesd
and deceive the British Government? Its
suthors doubtless supposed that 1t would be
shut eut from the pubiic eye until it had done
its work, and after that they thought it wowid
be too Iate for anything to be said sbout 1t

They sent 1t to the Imperial Parlisment with
no honest intention Following rapidly
down the record, let me ask why 1t was that
about thie time there were such breaks in the
ranks of those 1n this Legislature who were
known to be détermined opponents of Cor-
federation whea every day intensified the
feeling of the country against the resolutions
which had been adopted by the House> C(an
we not ree in the subsequent rezults in
members givipg up their opposition for valu-
able consideration—for high aund mflaeatial
positious elrewhere a great deal of mignifi-
cance Those gentlemen may have been as
pure, a8 innocent and as conscientious as
they claim to be—they may never have had a
single stain upon their political integrity—
ther palms may never have felt & mngle
piece of gold, butI cannot help thidking
that if the Attorney Genersl had a fellow in
the dock, charged with a criminal offence,
with evidence 80 presumptive agamnst hum,
he would make & pretty etrong case of 1,
and the jury would not have much hesitation
ju prodouncing him guilty. There 18 sufi-
cient evidence, taking all the manceavring of
the gentlemen who had the matter in band,
to shew a deep design to keep the people
from expressing their opimions They kept
us from the polla up to the latest hour well
knowing whst the result of an election would
be. When the elections did come off, the
men who had been engaged in bartering
their country awsy—the men who had
thrown their influence against their own
people, and in favor of Canada, hardly
dared to ask for the confidence and support
of the people The day of reckoning has
come with overwhelming power, snd the fgel-
ing of the people sgainst this enforced union
has ever since been increasing in strength. It
18 hike the rushing wind from the mountam
carry ing everything beforeit ¥Vhen wafind
the men who on that day were reiected by
the people whom they had betrayed leaving
their country for Ottawa, 1say if they can
there find congolation arcund the palatial
balls of that city or a panacea for thkeir
wounded consciences, there 12 no reason that
I can see why Nova Scotia should not be very
glad to get rid of them. I next wishto
diregt the attention of the House to the ac-
tion of the delegates when they went on their
mission acrogs tbe water, and carried their
measure to the House of Commonsand the
House of Lords. We then find Mr. Watkin
making a speech that has attained great nc-
toriety, and has become matter of history.

i

But for his declarstion who believes that the
British House of Commons would have legie-
lated against our interests? But for his ase
surance that Confederation had been before
the people of Nova Bcotis st the polls, who
can 1imagine that we would have been forced
into this hateful and desested union? For
who could doubt in the Hense of Commons
the assertion msde by Mr. Watkin that Dr.
Tupper had preached Confederation at every
polling booth previous to the election, come
mg, as it did, from the Premier bimeelf?
How could it be supposed $hat the acoredited
minister of the Province of Nova Sootia
would resort to evasion and deception? Sir,
in view of these facts, I may say that I wounld
like no better case to present, on behalf of
free people, 1n any court of law or equity
than that which can be presented by the
people of Nova Scotis.

lhen, agsin, let me turn attention to the
one-sided, partial and unjustifiable action of
Lord Monck. I apeak of him with all the
respect dae to his high position, but I cannot
paes over & declaratior made in his speech in
the House of Lords without comment, We
find his lordship leaving his post on this
continent, going home with the delegates,
taking his place in the House of Lords, where
1t waa supposed he fally understood the feel-
ing both of the Martime Provinces and Can-
ada, and that he wounld be possessed of fall
information, there stating that the agitation
in Nova Scotia was the work of half a dozen
men. 1 can excuse His Excellency for any-
thing bat that; and when we find that speech
on the public records of the country, withe
out note or comment from him, after the 18th
of September has passed and left such evi-
dence behind of the real feeling of the people
of Nova Scotis, I say that the Governor.Gen-
eral was in no position to open the Domine
ion Parliament with the speech which he
made. Ipstead of congratulating the people
of Novs Scotia on their being engaged 1n 1ns
augurating the new Dominion, he should
have told our people that they kad been de-
graded He should have explained away the
speech which he made when, to carry Con-
federation and help his Canadian friends and
therr party, he went to the House of Lords
and used the following lsnguage —

““Lord Monck expressed a hope that their
lordships would permit him to ssy a few
words upon the Bill, considering the share
which he hzd had in 1ts origmation. He

~would at the outset refer to one thing, which
appeared to him of grest importance in a
constitutionsl point of view. It had been,
he thought, most unwarrantably assumed
that the Province of Nova Scotia was opposed
to the union. Now, he believed the expres-
gi0n of opinion which had come from Nova
Scotia to this country had been entirely got
up by a few énergetic individaals. The Leg-
1siature of Nova Scotis had, like the Legiss
latures of the other provinces, adopted by
large msjorities the resolulions proposed to
them, and had rent their delegates to this
country to take part 1n the framing of the
measure which had been laid on the table. °
The demands of those gentlemen in Nova
Scotia, if they amounted to anything, mesnt
that the guestion should be subjected to the
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decision of the people, instead of its being
determined by the peeple’s representatives
Such a demand, to his mind, betrayed s great
ignorance, not only of the principles of the
British Constitation, but ot the principles on
which all Parliamentary Government was
founded >’

His lordship had resd the history of his
ewn country to lit*le purpose when he could
make that declarat.on What is that history
oomposed of for the last two hundred years
but the history of men oftentimes strugghng
through bloodshed to the enjoyment of their
rights—the record of men of great intellect
—men whose names have been emblazored
on the roll of fame, fighting for the great
principles which have made England the
mistress of the world, the country to which
every distressed nationality resorts as a city
of refuge, under whoee flag the exile is safe
Once upon the soil of Britain the fugitive is
no lopger likeiy to be stricken down: but in
laying the foundation stone of the new na-
tionahty I say letus notbegin the work by stri-
kipg down what has cost England centuries to
build up—what hag been 80 long established
in the hearts and affections of the people.
Get the sympathies of thé people with you,
and then go on bmilding the superstructare.
Let it come to be understood that the rights
of the people are one matter, snd the rghts
of the governing oligarchy another, or that
any oligarchy can control the country, etrik-
ing down the independence of the people and
reducing them to a condition of serfdom,
and the freedom and glory of the parent
country no longer belong to us. After de-
livering that speech in the House of Lords I
wonder how his lordship could come down to
Parlisment and use this language *—

“I congratulate you on the Legislative
sanction which has been given by the Imper-
ial Parliament to the Act of Union, under
the provisions of which we are now agsem-
bled, and which has laid the foundation of a
new nationahity that I trust and ,believe will
ere long extend 1t8 bounds from the Atlantic
to the Pacific ocean >’

He congratulates the people of the Domin-
ion on bwilding up this confederation, but
did he not remember the damaging record
that stood against him on the other side of
the ocean, when he made that declaration in
the House of Lords to influence that august
assemblage 1n supporting the legislatzre that
undertook to give away the country, and to
break down every barrer that had been
placed in their way? Did he forget that he
had gone across the ocean in the train of the
delegates, to take his place as a peer of the
realm, to assist 1n carrying Confederation,
and there to state that the agitation in Nova
Scotia was the work of a half dozen individ-
uals? If he was so instructed by his friends,
the Delegates at that time, then since the 18th
of September he hasbeen undeceived, and he
should since have acknowledged that up to
that time he had not knowa the true stats of
the case

We have Dbesrd s great desl, as I
have gaid, sboat disloyalty, smd without
wishing to detain the Houze, 1 wll
merely turn atteniion to the mode in
which thismeasure wascarried. Thecountry
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believes that the Confederation act was pass-
ed through the legislatare by corruption and
fraud—that His Exceliency General Williams,
when he was sent out here, came for the sole
purpose of carrying the messure~prepared
to resort to sny means—and lent himself,
through his government, t3 that design. I
believe that if certain festivities at Govern-
ment House had never taken place, we would
not be engaged in this discussion tosdsy. It
reminds me of & derk day in old Ireland’s
history, when her free legislatare was sold
for English gold, when bribery Iaid the couns
try waete, and inflicted upon it the terrible
woes that succeeding generations have in-
hemt:d In May’s Constitutional history, I
find this passsge on that subject :

“ Lord Castlereagh estimated the cost of
these expedients at a million and a half, snd
the price was forthcomicg The purchsse of
boroughs was no new scheme, having been
proposed by Mr. Pit? himself, on the baeis of
his measure of Parliamentsry reform in 1785,
and now it was systemically carried out in
Ireiand. The patrons of boroughs receivea
£7,500 for each seat, and eighty-four bos
roughs were disfranchired. Lord Devonshire
was paid £52,500 for seven seats, Lord Ely
£45,000 for six. The total compensation
amounted to £1,260,000 Peers were further
compenssated for the loss of their privileges
in the national council by profuse promises
of English peerages, or promotion in the
peerage of Ireland; commoners were ooncili-
ated by new honors, and by the lergesses of
the British government. Places were given
or promised, pensions multiphied, secret sers
vice money exhausted. In vain Lord Corns
wallis complained of the *¢ political jobbing*’
sud *‘ dirty business’’ in which he was ‘¢ in-
volved beyond all bearing,”’ and * longed to
kick those whom his publi¢c duty obliged him
to court.”” In vain he *‘ despised and hated
himself, while negotiating and jobbing
with the most corrapt people under beaven.’?
British gold was sent for and dustributed,
and, at length, 1n defiance cf threats of arm-
ed resistance, in spite of insidious promises
of relief to Catholics, and corrupt defection
among the supporters of the government, the
cauge was won.”’

The luckless viceroy applied to himself the
appropriate hines of Bwift
8o to effect his monarch’s ends
From hell a viceroy devil ascends ,
This budget with corruption crammed
The corstitutions of the damned
‘Which with unsparing hand he stroves
Thrcugh courts and senates as he gees ,
And then at BeelzeLub’s black hall
Complains his budget 13 too small.

How aptly this language can be applied to
the gentlemen who carried on the work of
corrupticn in this country :—they must, like
Alexander, have wept because they had no
more worlds to conquer when they got weak-
kneed politicians to Government House un-
der the :nfluence of the spphiances which
eventually induced them to hand over the
political rights of this country to the Cana-
dian government The people, I say, took
this ground; and in batthing for therr rights
and privileges, and asking for free discus-
tion and debate, they have been charged b¥



s portion of the press and the supporters of
s ceriain faction with being Fenisn sympa-
thizers and snnexationists. All Icansay is
that the first article having such & tendency
was from & Confederate journal of this city.
1f such sentiments are advocated in the press
we csn charge bome upon the Confederate
arty for having such s paper among them

t seems that s few years ago the public
mind of the United States was set on the que
wive to see whether that country could get
bold of the Provinces, and had it not been
for Nova Bcotis I believe that these Colonies
would have gone long ago. Where were we
when annexation clubs were formed through-
out Canads, and when annexation flags were
thrown to the breeze by their prominent
men? We were true to our allegiance,
warning the .people of Canada that their
course would bring them into disgrace. Let
it not, then, be charged upon us that, be-
cause we believe the tendency of Confedera-
tion to be the handing over of the Province
to the United Btates, and because we have no
desire to become a part ef that country, the
Anti-Confederate party, or the Government,
or the gentlemen who sit on these benches
have disloyal tendencies. That slander has
gone far enough; the men who originated 1t
do not dare to repeat it in open day, where
they csn be confronted; butin the back slums
of Hahfax s portion of the press that is justly
held beneath contempt has been busy 1in the
oircalation of the elander. When they pour
out the vials of their wrath let them remems«
ber thaf their shafts do rot touch us, because
we will earry forward the atruggle in which
we are engaged in striot obedience to the
British Constitution, and with no disloyal
sentiment egoaping our lLips. With them
*“the wish is father to the thought;’’ 1t is
hecause they desire annexation that they
love Confederation and the principles which
it embodies rather than monarchical princi-
ples. When they charge dizloyal sentiments
on our people they had better see where their
own principles are leading them. Mr. Darby,
in has report on the fisheries, says '—

_‘“ The Provinces have long desired expan-
sion. Their territory contracts a8 it runs
easterly, and presgents in a northern latitade
a narrow front on the Atlantic. New Eng-
land lies between Canada and the sea. A few
years since, the Halifax Morning Journal,
an influential paper of Nova Scotis, presented
s plan for annexation, from which we make
the following extracts, viz. . In the much
wished-for event of a consolidation of the
Colonies, the possession of Maine 18 of vast
importance; more, perhaps, than we have
been wont to imagine. A glance at the map
will show, that st present she destroys the
symmetry of the proposed confederation.—
She stands like a wedge driven up to the butt
in s foreign country, and it gives rise to the
ides that but a few more blows are needed to
effect a complete separation of Cansda and
New Brunswick. Nor is it symmetry slone
which demsands the annexation of Maine;
there are other reasons of far greater im=
portance why this should, if posmble, be
effected, and which we propose to set plainly
forth in this article.’

**The Nova Scotia plan did not take—it was
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premature. It is oited here merely to show
the aspirations of the Colonies, and as & pre-
cedent for this discussion, for it makea an-
uexation & Provincial messure. We caa af-
ford to be more gemerous and give to the
Provineisl plan a shape more comprehensive,
more statesmanlike, more consistent with the
rights of all.”’

Here then we have s Confederate Jouraal,
which now brags of 1its loyalty, foreshadows
ing the ground-work of a Scheme by which
the Colonies were to be handed over to the
United States, and yet we are the dmloyal
men. Our accusers are very loysl men, but
Washington gold might possibly overcome
their loyalty. What sre we to think when
we have annexation sentiments proclsimed
by the press of Halfax, and when & portion
of the people with whom it was the intention
to confederste us have petitioned for admiss
gion to the American Union? Is that the
people with whom we are to join 1n order to
build up & new nationality. Is s union form-
ed with such a courtry likely to be s solid
and permanent one under the British %town?
Another idea thrown out was that unless we
went into the union the British government
would csst us off. Why should they do &0’
Nova Scotis came forward and puat her Mili-
tis into & sound stste of orgsnization, when
Canads was quarrelling about her Militia
bills, and when her government was attacked
for proposing a Militia grant. Great Britaia,
I take it, desires that we should do our duty,
and let us be onoe out of Confederation and
the people will meet their wishes by provid-
ing for their defence in every reasonable way,
—~bat in g0 providing let 1t be understood
that we have no wars, no national States,—we
are in the position of the son to the father,
the father raling, the son epjoying security
and peace. We have nothing to defend our-
selves against;—if & war sbould break out
to-morrow between Great Britain and another
power, we would not be consulted, but we
might be oblized to assist in bearing the
brunt of it We would do 8o willingly in
subordination to the Crown and Imperisl
government, because we desire to uphold the
glory of the British flag, but while doing so
we deny the right of a legielature, elected
for no guch purpose, to sweep away our con-
stitution and to place us under the domina-
tion of a government removed beyond our
control. If time permitted I might refer to
the geographical position of these Provinces
We have territory enough for thirty states,
we have vast traets of wilderness country,
stretching to the Pacific snd back to the
Rocky Mountains, in which there 12 not a
man to build a fort or man a gun. Wehave
four millions of people scattered over half a
contiment, snd with sach a country—with
searcely an inhabitant to a equare mile—we
are asked to believe that we are in s position
1o found a new nationality. The idea is
truly absurd, and can lead to but one result.
Nova Scotia will be no party to 8o monatrous
a proposition. Nova Scotia aske, loyally,
constitutionally asks for s repeal of this
most obnoxious act upon the following,
among other grounds- N

1st. Because the constitation of Nova
Scotia being a charter granted to this coun-
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try by the Britiah Government, giving the
people the right of self-government—the
right of regulating their own trade and
commerce—the unrestricted right of dispos-
ing of their own revenues, and the power of
general legislation under gach constituion—
cannot be materinlly altered or changed
without the sanction of the people.

20d. Because the people of Nowa Scotia
have been no parties to the alterstion of the
constitution, but on the contrary have used
every available means to prevent the passing
of the “‘British North America Act,’” and by
petition to the Legislature, and by loysl ad-
dresses to the Queen, and by petitions to the
Imperial Parliament of Engiand, have pro-
tested against the Confederation of this Pro-
vince with Canads.

3rd Because 3 msjonty of the Legislatare
of Nova Scotis who usurped the power of
legisiating upon Confederation were elected
and held their seats under the constitution
they attempted to destroy, and by frand and
deception mieled the Government of England
by declaring that they represented the views
and wishes of the people of Nova Scotis.

4th, Because the ‘“British North America
Act”” deprives us of constitutionsl rights sind
privileges enjoyed by Novs Scetia fors cen-
tury—which Act was formed in contemptuous
defiance of such rights and privileges.

5th. Because a willing sabmismon to the
provisions of that enactment will stamp the
people of Nova Scotia as servile depend snts
upon Canadisn charity,

6th. Because it hag despoiled us of our re-
venues—deprived us of the right of regiilate
1ng our tariff, and placed the power of taxs
ing the indastry and resources of this ¢ oun~
try in a Cansdian Government, over w-hich
We can _exercise no control

7th Because the Journal of this Les sisla-
ture show that Canada hag gought this Con-
federation not because she desired to perpe-
tuate British institutions upon this cont inent
~—not by reaton of her love for the old flag
and her loyal devotion to the British ct‘own,
but because of the shameful and disgr: 1ceful
fueds and faction fights between Upper and
Lower Canads, which had rendered cor stita-
tional government in that country s sham
apd delusion—which had made her public
men contemptible in theeyes of the we irld,—
and having brought their country to this
humiliating and degraded position, they
sought to drag in the free, prospero ns and
happy Provinces of Nova Scotis ar.d New
Brunswick under Confederation ss *‘ma¥e
weights,”” in order, if possible, t ) relieve
themselves of the dissdvantages unc ,er which
they labored

8th. Because the Union of the Maritime
Provinces with Canada, under sac h circum-
stances, will Jead to the most de plorable re-
sults; and, if not repesled will | gooner or
Iater, eventute in disaster to the whole

9th Because the Qovernme at of the go-
called Daminion has already € ptered upon a
most extravagant system of ex penditure, not
warranted by the revenues of the Dominion,
and will resalt in taxing atill * fgrther the rate-
payers of this country.

10th. Becanse the acquisi tion of new terri-
tory by the Dominion of C' xpada is a source
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of weakness to the so-called Confedemmtion,
and may result in involving this Provincs in
baskruptoy and ruin.

11th. Because this country csnpot adopt
the abrurd ides embodied in the British North
Amenica Act, by which British Amerios, ew-
bracing half s continent with a sparse popu-
Iation, is to be governed and controlled by
8 government at Ottawa—the provinces of
Ontsrio and Quebes being the controling
pOWers.

12th. Because the people of Nova Scotis
cannot recognize the necesmty of assuming
l:abilities for the defence of British Columbia,
or of placing themselves in & position to be
called upon st apy time to defend s country
thoussnds of miles away.

13th. Because the alleged fact that the
Legislature of British Columbia has petition-
ed to be recerved into the United States of
Amerios ig calculated to weaken any union
of the whole of British Americs, and taken
in connection with the fact that a portion of
the peovple of Canada have heretofore exhibit-
ed by disloyal and treasonable mamfestations
their repognance to British mobarchisl ine
stitations, and their preference for those of
the United States, leads the people of Nova
Scotia to repudiate sny connection with
Provinoes disaffected towards the DBritush
Crown.

14th. Beoausejthe imposition of astamp act
and the incresse in the tariff are most tyrans
nical and oppressive, calculated to cramp
the expansion of trade, to retard the prospes
nty of the country, and to exact money from
our people for the benefit,of Canads, snd
without in any way benefitting the people
of Novs Scotia.

15th. Because the allowance of 80 cents
per head, and the annual subsmdy granted
from the Dominion Government, isno com-
pensation for the large sums taken from us
by Canada, and will be wholly inadeguate to
meet the increasing wante of this country.

16th. Because above all Nova Scotia repu.
diates this Dominion, and asks for repeal be-
cause her people were not consalted upon the
measure—while the people of New Brunswick
and the other Maritime  Provinces have been
allowed to determine for themselves whether
or not they would be confederated with Ca.
nads.

For these reasons this Legislatureand this
Government ask the British Government for
a Repeal of the British North America Aot
g0 far as it relates to Nova Scotia. I hope
that when our loyal address is_presented to
Her Msjesty 1t will have the desired effect,
snd that our delegates will bring back to us
the restoration of our nghts snd privileges.
When we look at the United States, and cons
sider-the 1nternecine war, the effects of which
are still preying on the vitality of the coun-
try—~—when we see the digaffection prevailing
in Canada, and find the public records
charged with that which shakes our confi
dence in her statesmen, is it any wonder that
we turn from Washington to London—to
London, the metropolis of the world—Lon-
don, with its abbeys containing the dust of
men whose fame is handed down to posterity ?
There is the Empire to which we wish to be-
long; we do not desire a union with the back



country of Canads, but s union with the Em-
pire of Britain. That Empire is large
enough for our ideas; the sspirations of our
people lead them to seek mothing that would
slienate us from the old fiag, or break off the
connection with the psrent institutions,—but
they seek rather to be drawn closer, so that
sn Englishman or Scotchman may feel, when
he comes to British America, that he has not
left one half his manhood behind him. Qar
delegates will @o to England, and lay the
tentiments coming from the people at the
foot of the Throne. When they have pre-
tented the case they have in hand, Irely on
1t that the Queen, who can do no wrong, wil{
give back to us what has been wrongfuily
and frandulently taken away. In the mesns
tume let us possess our souls in patience. I
rejoice to see the bold stand which the people
are taking throughout the country at jthe
meetings which are being held, and I did not
wonder yesterday at the flush of pride that
mantled the face of the hon. member for Yar-
mouth ss he presented the petition from his
noble county on thissubject. The sentiments
which are coming up to us every day do cres
dit to the feelings of the people—they show
that {he rights of Britona are well under-
stood and appreciated among us. Had our
people bowed down in servile submission to
their rulers, they wouid have become the
mere lickspittles of the people of Canadsa;
butshowing, as they have done, the determu-~
nation that, God being their helper, they
will fight this battle to the bitter end, we may
dgf_v any power to coerce us into complisance.
Nova Scotiaps are terribly :n earnest in this
mstter, and while remaining loyal to the
constitation, will take care not to be led
away by will-o’-wisps or any loud blus-
terings of the enemies of our people.

Our enemies may ply 21l the arts of falses
hood and fraud, but we are determined to
stand upon the sentiment that to Nova
Scotians belongs Nova Scotia. Our rmights
are as dear to us as thoge of the people of
England, and while doirg battle for those
rights, and while carrying the petitions of
our people to Englsnd, I behieve that ten
thousend prayers will be offered up for our
csuge. Qur clergy, 1nstead of praying
against us, will yet come to the rescue of
their country, and the God of batiles will
defend the right  Such men a8 D’Arcy Mec-
Gee may talk and threaten about the Militis,
and the course that wiil be pursued to cocrce
us, but we say to them that it does not he in
their mouths to teach us loyslty to the
Crown, until they take back the threats and
libeis which they ha ve hurled at our Quecen
and Constitution. .'n confiding, then, #ir, in
the yustice of our ca uke, in the wisdomw of the
Parliament of Engla vd, and upon the syms
pathies of the Queen, We have met this great
question calmly and constitutionally. We
have 0o desire to treat 1t in any other man-
ner. We have no wish for the storm or tem-
pest, but we are agking for our rights, out
of which we have been wronged, sad the
people of Canads may a8 well understand
that the people of this fountry do not intend
willingly to submut tot ke provisions of the
British North America Aot

With these obeervati one, sir, I beg leave to
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second the regolutions now upon the table of
the House.

Mr. Pixeo, in the absence of Mr. Blanchard,
1aid on the table, by way of notice, several
amendments to the resolutions, intimating
that Mr. Blanchard would move them regu-
lirly when he wasable to be in his place.
(The amendments will be given at the con-
clusion of Mr. Blanchard’s speech.)

The debate was adjourned.

The House then adjourned.

Tusspax, Feb. 11th

The House met at three o’clock

Mr. K1pstox presented a petition from N
Meclnnes, of Iaverness, sgsinst the return of
Hiram Bianchard, Esq., which was lsid on
the table until Saturday next

HON. JIR. FLYNNS sSPEECH.

Hon. E P FLyxsw then said .—In nising to
address the House on the resolutions which
have been introduced so ably by the Hon.
Attorney General, I feel that I can sdd nos
thing new to a suhject which has already oc-
cupied s0 much pablic attention in this coun-
try, and one that has been so thoroughly
debated in all 1ts aspects on the floors of the
House, 1n the prees, and at every hustings
in the Province. I have not the vanity to
suppose for an instant that I can vest the
question with any novaity, or deal with
1t with that eloquence exhibited by those
patriotic men who have so nobly advocated
the interests of the people. The numerous
evils resulting to this Province from a union
with Canada under the terms of the British
North Awerica Act, and the great injustice
done to the people by forcing them 1into a
political connection, never sought for or de-
sired by them, have been 8o clearly illustras
ted during the recent session of the Domin-
ion Parliament, that I think I would be hard~
ly justified in occupying the time of this
House by any lengthy remarks with reference
to that part of the subject. Bat I would be
unfaithful to the trust reposed in me, and
fail to discharge the obligations I owe to those
who bave horored me with their confidence
by elec ing me to a seat in this House, ror
would 1 be true to the convictions of my own
mind, 2 nd the feelings which animate me, if
Idid not avail myself of this opportunity of
recordin g my most solemn and exphsatic pro-
test against the unfauness of the Act of
Union, a 3 well a8 against the oppressive and
unconstit utional method by which 1t was
adopted  Notwithttanding what may be
said by .ts advocates to the contrary, I
bold that & question of such vital mo-
ment, aad effecting 2o complete acd radis
ca! chargey i the 1pstitutions of this
country, should never bave been sanctioned
by the Imperial Parl.ament, without its
haviog bad ‘he most conclusive evidence
that an unmistakably autbentic expression
of the popula~ willin 1ts favor bhad taken
plzce, when upon former occasions the
schemo of Union was discussed in this Legisla-
ture It has been declared that the opponents
of Union have failed to adduce precedent or




