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DEBATE o:. TllE REPEAL RESOLUTIOJS. 

Mo1tDAY. F~t, 10 

DON. AT r. GE~ER.I.I..,'.14 ~PEECD. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GE.HERAL addreeeerl the 
Bouse ::.s follows -I regret proceedmg to the 
debaie o:i. t.!lese resolut;ons 1n the absence of 
the hon m~mber for Inverne!P, but J ... aving 
been informed that he 1s oot likely to be in 
b11 p!ace for some daye, I find 1t neceEsary to 
~o on wuh the discussion. 1 do so with the 
fesa re~ret because I know that th11 debate 
wul be r..:ported with accuracy .. and tb&t con­
eeq uen tly that learned and bon. gentleman 
w111 oe ~ut in posses~ion of the arguments 
which I and ID) friends on this eide of the 
House intend to uee. I regret that my vocal 
organs a.re not Just now in ver; good order, 
and tha.t I ftel some d1:fibulty m addt'e1mog 
tile House; but l 1hall endeavour to d1scb1.rge 
the duty devolv,cg upon me as well as 1 can 
under exiet•ng c1rcum1t1mces I s.m about to 
lay bi!fore the members of t!le Hou-e, before 
the people of thus country. t\nd probably b~ 
fore the people of England~ t.3e facts of one of 
the most important political easel that ever 
aroec in the t:olonies, &.nd in order to do •o 
e&\1.1faotorily I shall endea.vor to show the true 
condition 1n which this country waa pls.ced 
before certain pobt.1c1.l change• took place 1n 
it,s constitution I shall ende&Tour 1n the tint 
place to show that Nova Scotu• W&8 a well 
go'fern .. d and law respect1Dg, a. contented 
and a happy country. She was a well gov­
erned because her 1n1titutions were moulded 
in miniature on the medel of the Brmsh con• 
etitution, which is the fine.at pohtical !yatam 
by which any n&t1on was ever governed-a 
eyEtem c1.lcu h.ted to maintain order and hau­
mony among all orders of people-a eystem 
uuder which. obedience to hn, and tbe neces­
sary result of obedience to law, hberty, b&ve 
been bd,:er maintained than 1n any other 
OOUD\ry; tor, sir, however paradoxical 1t may 
seem, 1t us a literal truth that the highest de• 
gree of freedom consi8ts 1n obedience to law 
It is obedience to law which preserves to me 
my nghte and hbertiei, my property and my 
hfe; and therefore, however mconei1~nt it 
may seem, it. 1s actually true that the h1gheat 
degree of liberty cone1ats m obedience to law; 
and that country which posaeues in1titution1 
calculated to produce that re1olt, muet be 
the happiest n1ot1on on eart.h. Now tae con. 
etituhon of Non Scotia was bued upon the 
prmi::1ples of tae Brit111h Constltub.on-those 
principles winch beit euit the ieniua of the 
people. Its whole condition wa1 different 
from t.boee of any other country on the Oon­
tment of America., and the con1t1tution which 
was granted to the people of thi1 provinse by 
King George II , and which had been enlara:• 
ed and greatly improved by his 1ucceasor1 on 
the throne of England, was a well working 
con11titut1on. It wa1 as muon like the British 
cGn■titu,ion as 1t w1.1 poaible to make things 
which are ddferent in their nature. Th.ere 
were some defects iD it, among which the 
greatest certainly was the wa.nt of a. court 
for the impe&ohment and puuiahment of po• 
hbeal offenders. That was a deficienoy i:u. 
our eyatem,-witlloat it no syetem of Reepou-

s1ble Government can te perfect, and it u 
ce1h,1nly curious, but by no means very re• 
markable, that the great statesmen who have 
or1g1na.ted this splend1J con!titutiou for the 
confederation of Canad:i. hs.ve taken preo1oua 
good care in its manuf&cture,-wbitst ihey 
have csta.oh&J..ed courts for the a·im1nistra• 
t10n of ordinary JU&t1ce, as wtll as oourta of 
appeal-to leave out the court of 1mpeach­
meDi. which, considering the nature of the 
men who formed that conantut1on, and who 
are likely to be instrumental m ca.rr,ing it 
out, would be the ml)st important oourt. of 
aJ • 

When we comps.re our constitution in No­
va Scotia. with th•t of the Great Republic. 
the co11t,ast must be f&vorable to th1e pro• 
vrnce We a.danre the people of t.b.at coun­
try, we have emcerely !lymp1.th1sed with them 
m their recent d1stresa and troubles. We feel 
towards t.hcm all the emotions of fraternal 
affection, but we do not approve of tlieir con­
stitution We cone1der tilat their 1ngt.itu11 
hons a.re po11esaed of two fatal defect.8-the 
one ,s democracy, the ae:JoD l Confederation. 
We cons1r.ler that. having our httle con1titu­
tlon moulded unon the monarchial in1t.itu• 
tion1 of England, makes it. 1nfio1t~ly superior 
to that of the United States, although tile lat­
ter is a ma■ter work of human h&nda, aud 
the finest piece of compo■iuon ever prep1red 
by men for political purposes. It was manu­
f aotured by men who were really eta.t.aemen 
-by men who loved their countr;s-by men 
who had been educated 1n an Englush sotiool­
by men who ba.u eease en0ugh to percene the 
beaut1ea of the Brit11b. coDE.tttution-by men 
wb.o endeavoured with the utmost imaginable 
pains and 1k1ll to apply the principle of the 
.Briueh con1titut.1on to a democrat.10 1y1tem 
and form of government; but the pevpleofLhe 
United St&tes were unfortunate, afcer having 
sepa.r&ted from Englsnd in 1783, in the p0liti· 
cal syetem which tney 1nat1tuted. Had they 
combined in a legiala.tive union-had they in­
corporated all the St,-te1 into one Legislature, 
having one set of la.ws and revenues, they 
would undoubtidly, at this time, be the great-­
est nation upon the earth. They certainly 
would no\ have been second to any other; 
ut, unfortunately, tbey chose Confederai1on, 

aud that. Coofederat.1on has re■ulted aa eTery 
Confederation must result,for it i1 impoaible 
eo t:> &dJust the rnal and diaoordant 1nterea\t 
of different countr1e1 under a Confederation 
as \o ma1nta1n permanent harmony. lt ianot 
in the n&ture of things that they should oon­
t.inue u 1ep1n.te and individual count.riea, 
having sep:1.rate 1e,11latures and indiv1duah~ 
t1ee, without clashing with one another at 
some time or other. We have ■een, notwith• 
sta.nding the ak1ll with which tb.at famous 
conatitution of the United State, wu made­
notwithstanding the intelbgence of th&t peo­
ple, that great nlls ha.ve made their appear­
ance already. The Confederation wa1 broken. 
au internecine ciT1l war deluged their laud 
with blood, and they expended m three yean 
more ihan probably three times the amount 
of the n&t1onal debt of England, in money, 
and the deetruotion of thw- property; ud, 



e1r, "t th:~ momen, there 1t1 no man on earth 
whc. 1B able to l!!&Y wb&t 1! to be the resnlt of 
the pohttcal affi.lrB of that great couniry -
An euthqna.ke HI s:row1mg under t.heir feet, 
a.nd no man can tell when and where the vol­
cano 1s to burst, brmgm:? with it destruction 
and ruin I make tbeze obtervationa with the 
greatest po!eible re~ret, for I belieTe that 
every man in Nova Scoti11. w11hee well t.o the 
people of the Umted States, although the 
people of' this prov1nce hue no de11re t.o be 
connected with them They are too w11e, too 
sensible to desire for a moment to part with 
their own well.1rnrk1ng public mentutions, 
and enter into Union with the Statea. 

I 1ball now turn your attention to another 
Confederation-the Confederation of Cana• 
da-and contra.Et 1t with the United St&te1, 
and show \-OU that 1f it be not deairable to 
enter int-::> the Umon with the United State!, 
Confederation 1nth Ca.na.d& 111 abeolut.ely 
hateful and deteetable to tbe people of this 
country. We ol'Jeot to a union ,nth the 
American States, btcauEe we disapprove of 
Dtmocracy and Conftdtra.tion. bot there 18 
a worse political combioat1on. that is Olig­
art:hy and Confedtration. If we d1ebce the 
eonatitution of the United Statea we are 
bound to hste hlld detest he constituiion 
which the Confederation Act hs.e prepued 
for the people of tboee fine colonie11 If we 
were to join the United States, Nova Scotia 
would poeee,e all the freedom that every 
State of the Union poeeessE>s. We wollld have 
the olsoice of our own Governors, of our 
Senaton, of our Legislators; we woul•i have 
the power of ,eJf. ta:xa.hon and s~lf-gonrn­
men, in tbe highest de1?ree; but what would 
be our po~ihon if we eoffered oureelves to be 
d;ragged into th1a hateful union with Canada. 
where would Nova Scotis,a freedom be.., 
Before the Brit1sh America Act waa impo11ed 
upon us Nova Scotia wae as free &l!I the air. 
How could the people of this country be 
taxed? Th-ere was no power to tax them ex­
cept thie Houge, their own sens11t1, whom 
they commil!sioned to ta.x them. 11 that the 
f~te of things now? Have we any power 
o'Ver the taxation of tbia country? Does 
not the Act in queetion confer upon Canada 
the fullest power of tuing all the property 
of Nova E'coha at their arbitrary will? What 
ie our control over that L 0 gialature' We 
ha•o but a paltry voice o 19 members in 
the popul11.r branch, but a r:·n~le one in the 
other We have, therefore, to protect the 
rights of this country fron.i spoha.tion. only 
19 member! out of 253. If we ehonld co11-
tinue in Confederation we should not be go• 
-verned by the people, as is the cal!le in the 
United States, but by a little knot or Exeou• 
tive Councillora in Canada. Therefore we 
h&Ye no disposition to unite with the one or 
the other-neither ,nth the United Scatea nor 
with Canada; and, sir, if we ,rere driven to 
the necereity of making a choice between the 
two oalamitiea, we wonld be bdu:nd to choose 
the least, and tba.t would be, to Join the 
United States of America, and pa1tic1p&te in 
their liberty and proaperity rather than 1ub­
mit to- the tyranny of Canadt1. We weuld 
ban to prefer the democratic tJranny of the 
one country to \he oligarchical tyranny of 
the other, and there would be no Jifliouliy in 
ma.kiug a choice; bat thank Heaven we are 

not called upon t.o cnoose between them We 
haTe a const1tt1tion of our own, and thd be­
longs to tae people of .NoTa Scotia; aad I aPl 
going to ahow you that the con1utuhon they 
eDJOY 1e their own property-,b.at. the Parlia• 
ment of England had no power to t&ke it 
a way from them-that the Br1 tiah America 
Act. is entirely unconatitutional-tb&t Nova 
Scotia has never been legally confederated 
with Canada-and it rest, with her \:.> say 
whether ■be will ever be so or not 

Before I come to look to the cocetitut1on of 
th1e co,ntry, I must ma.ite a few remt.r ks w1th 
reg~-.! to England. We intend to aend to the 
mother count.ry certain gentlemen authorized 
to pre11ent to the Queen our bumble a.ddrees, 
pro.ying Her Maje.ty to relieve us from tbl8 
Confederation with Canada. We go 1n the 
matt perfect confidence t.ba.t our pra.ier will 
be heard We know to whom we are going 
to appeal We are not placed m "he cond1-
t1on tb.,t the old thirteen colomee were 1n UD• 
der old Krng George UL We ba.,a a 1ery 
different pereon to deal with 1n Qaeen V1ctor1L 
We have to approach n11niater1 very different 
from those of the last century We have no 
etubborn Krng like Georie Ill ; we haTe no 
;,rfJud101;:e of the royal mind to counteract.; 
we have not the infatuation of h1a mmnters 
to meet We have tbe 2:reate1t prrnceu thai 
ever adorned a human throne-a moat v11iu­
ous Queen, who, when ehe accepted the 
Bceptre, t.ook the oath that she would rule 
the country according to the law1, cus­
toms and statutes of the realm. She has 
moat nobly fulfilled her obligations, and, 
in answer to the prayers of her own oburob, 
" she bas been endued most plenteously with 
he&ven ly ,:rifts " In her person she is an 
eumple of every virtue; her obedience to 
tbe law, exalt! her above all monarchs.­
Her personal virtae1 are brighter than all 
the gems which adorn her Imperial diadem. 
It is to a. Q11een like this that the people 
appeal. Have the people no right to pre. 
sent t.hemselves before their Sovereign 
Queen ? Hai not this ever been the moat 
loyal port.ion of her dominions. Lid not 
our forefathers flee from their country be• 
oauee they would not part1c1ps.te 1n rebel­
lion ? Did they not leave their property for 
their king':, n.k:e? I have seen a resolul1on 
paued by the Legielature of Nova Scoita 
at the time the thirteen colonies rebelled 
actually petitioning the King to impose 
taxe1 upon the Province to &Hist the .Em. 
p1re in its extremity From that time to 
this the people of Nova Saotia ha'Ve been 
the mo1t loyal that ever dwelt 1n any psrt 
of Her M•jesty's dominion,. Tbey will have 
confidence in pre1ent1ng theniselvee before 
t.be Queen, and aaking to b2 retitored-to 
what t To anything that they have no right 
to demand? Simply to get their own. Can any 
man eoppoae for a moment that t~ey will be 
rejected by a Sovereign hke ours ? We need 
be under no apprehension. We are pursuing 
the proper course to obtain a legitimate end, 
and there il·.no p'lwer on earth that can pre• 
vent the people from being reatored to their 
r1ghta but downnght tyranny,. and that we 
cannot ei'peot from the hands of the Queen 
and her GoTernment. Do not let the loJIJ.ty 
of Non -Scoh& be au~ted. Baa any oae a 
right to 1111pect ii ? Look at the mJuries 



done \o thi1 Province within the 1"t ■ix 
montb1. See their liberties taken away, 1ee 
them taxed by a foreign and alien Legillla­
ture; ■ee their property taken f• om them,­
all their cnstoma handed onr to others, col• 
Jected. by 1tranger11 before faeir very eyes 
See stamp d12tie11_and tea datiee imposed upon 
them. Those very act~ which forced the old 
thirteen colonies t~ rebellion have been im• 
poeed upon Nova Scoh& ,nth the same extra­
ordinary fatuity. And yet have the people 
rebelled 7 I have htard of no movem~nt of 
agitation on tbe part of the people beyond 
tbe ■imple burning in dfigy ofone of the de­
legates. If that delegate had belonged to 
the United States, instead of being burned in 
effigy, he would have been burn ea in reality. 
If men commissioned by any State in the 
Ame-rican Union to negotiate any arrange­
ment affecting the con■ticution returned with 
ench a bargain •• tbeBe men returned with, 
they ,rnuld not have been perm1ted to Ji',e. 
The 1low proce!s of Justice would not have 
been extended to them, but that ha■ not been 
the cue in Nova s~otia. This law-reapecting 
people have made nu movement, bat they are 
going to ■ubmit to it no longer. The time 
fer forbearance i1 at an end. They had no 
means ofconatltntionally speaking until now. 
and they intend to make use of it. If it 
■honld be un1uccc,sfnl,.I may be uked what 
will be the con1€quence? I am hardly g01ng 
to anticipate that the appeal of the people 
can be un1uccll!sful. l deny the poes1bihty 
offailure, but then I &Mert on the behalf of 
the people aa long as the Queen of England 
extends to the people of Nova Scotia her pro­
tection eo long will the people refuse to with· 
draw their allegiance. So long as they are 
protected they will be loyal and faithful, 
and. air, let it happen that the Queen of Eng­
land and her mimaters in Parliament, regard­
les& of the pa6t, regardless of the loss of the 
old colon;es, 1hall deternnne to trample on 
the rights and liberties of this country; 1f 
they should do so, then it will indeed be a 
dark and gloomy hour. Sir, when by the 
decrees of mexorable fate the flag of England 
and the name of Englishmen Eha.11 be taken 
away from the people of Nova Scotia, and the 
:flag and name of any other country substl· 
tuted, then I prophesy that this Province will 
be turned into a house of mourning, and 
every eye will shed hot burning tears of 
bitter regr£ct a.nd inexpres!1ble woe. 

Now, havm~ made these preliminary re­
marks, I shall turn your attention to the 
hiatory of our Constitution. I have heard 
men anert that we have no vahd conetitu­
t1on-that it is made up of deapatches. I 
have been a.t the pain■ of examming into 
this que~t10n, and cii.n ehow you that Nova 
Ecotia has had a chartered constitution, an 
irrevocable constitution-one that uo power 
on earth csn take away except by force or 
violence. Neither the Queen nor Pa.rhament 
of England has any right to touch or abro­
gate that oonstitutwn. 'Ibis. country wa~ 
origrnally known by the nsme of Ac!ld1s 
and was in the po,seEsion of the French at 
one time, and in that of the E~hsh a.t Qn­
other-waa long, in fa.et, debateable ground. 
The French at 18.llt made the seklement of 
Pori Royal, at present called A.nna.po1is. 
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They fortified it in ihe early part of the lStk 
century, but an expedition was fitted out by 
a person of the name of Nichol1on, from 
Boston, who came over and forced \he 
French garriron to cap1talat.3 Conae• 
q uently the Province wae at th11 time con­
quered by the British. In 1713, soon 
after the conque~t. by the treaty of 
Utrecht Loul1 XIV. uaigned A()&d1a to 
Queen Anne of En~land, to henelf and her 
heir■ forever. I ha Te before me the language 
of this treaty-it is atnking and plain -
" Yielded and made over to the Queen of 
Great Br1ta1n and to her heirs forever." 
From that time to this Nova Scotia has con­
tinued to belong t.o \he British Crown, and 
the firat wqu1ry we meet 1s thut-what wae 
the effect ot that conquest and subsequent 
cession by Louie XIV. to Queen Anne 1 What 
was her title 1 Her title waa abaolute, in fee 
simple-higher than the title any man m 
England or America posseasee to bis estate­
higher than the title p081el!Bed by the Prince 
of Wale, when he/nrchued, the other day, 
a hunting ,rroun in England. The Prmce 
of Wales holds his eihte from the Queen, who 
is the lady paramount of all the lands i11 the 
country, 1Lnd he may forfeit it to Her M&­
Jeety; but that wa1 not the cue with the gift 
to Queen Anne. She became the absolute 
owner of Nova Scotia. It did not belong to 
the people or Parliament of England, who 
had no more to do with 1t than the people of 
Turkey. It wu properly transferred, and 
belonged absolutely to Anne, the Queen of 
England, and her heirs forever: For 34 
years after th11 ceeaion it remained the proper­
ty of the Queen and her heirB, and she could do 
with 1t JU£t as she pleased-1u1t &11 any man 
in this House might eell an estate belonging 
to him. She might put a tenant. on it, and 
regulate the covenant under which the tenant 
would hold 1t In 1747 it came into the 
hands of George H , and he, being desirous 
of having 1t settled by Eaghsh subJects, 
promised the people of England who would 
undertake the settlement of the country t.hat 
he would give them the British Constitution 
m mimature. Accordrngly he ordered a pa· 
tent to be drawn up, w1tu the Great Seal-a 
Seal larger than the crown of a hat-for 
Lord Cornwail1s, by which he granted to the 
people of Nova Scotia tli.e constitution they 
were to po11eas. I shall c&ll your attention 
briefly to the words of that part of the patent 
which refers to the establiahment of a Leg1s• 
la.tive Assembly 1n the Provmce. He eetab­
hshed by th11 patent a Governor in the place 
of Kmg, a Council in the place of Lords, and 
a Hou~e of Assembly in the place of Com­
mons, and made the oonstitnt1on of the 
colony as neatly like that of Great Britam 
u he could. "And we do hereby (th11 pa­
tent i9 ds.tfd 6th :May, 1747,) give 11,nd grant 
unto you (Ell ward Cornwalhs) full power and 
11.uthority, with the advice and consent of oar 
~aid Connell, from time to time, as need.-ihall 
require, to summon and call general a1sem• 
b:1es of the freeholders and planters w1thm 
your J ur1Bd1c1ion accordmg to the uzage of 
the 1ie1t of our p!anta.noas 1D Amenca, and 
that you, the said Edwa.rd Cornwallis, with 
tb.e advice and con1ent of our House of AB­
eembly or the lnJJor part of it, ehall have 



fall power and authority tG make &Dd or­
dain (here is power given to the Lel;:iela.ture) 
laws, atatutea and orQJ.Dances for the pubhc 
peace, and welfare, and good government of 
our ,aid Province and of the people and in• 
ha bi tan ta thereof, and euch meuures as a hall 
t112d to the benefit of m and our succeuors, 
which 1aid l&WI and ordi11&Dee1 are not to be 
repugnant. but as nearly agreeable a.s posai~ 
ble to the statute1 of tbi1 our u.id K1ngdom 
of England.'' 

Thi, aolemn deed and covenant e&nnot be 
repudiated. After Cornwallis obtainad th11 
patent in 1747, he and the other Governors 
who 1ucceeded him were very slow 1n calling 
together the freeholders in order to give the 
people the benefit of th11 Aslembly, and ac• 
cordingly in 1757, or ten years after the 
granting of the patent. a correspondence 
took place between the M1nifters of George 
II. and Governor Lawrence, in which the 
Min11ten called upon the latter to execute that 
deed, and to give to the people their Legiala­
tive Auembly. Mr. L1nrrence thought 
he could make &11 good laws u any Assembly, 
and he and hia Council pers1Bted 1n pasaing 
lawe. From the time the constitution was 
giTen, in1tead of calling the Leg1Slature to­
gether, he aummoned the Council, and with 
them made law■ for the government of the 
Province. In 1755 the subject was brought 
to the notice of the Crown Officers of Eng­
land, for t.be people of Nova Scotia. com­
plained that their charter had not been car .. 
ried mto effect, and 1ome of them refused 
obedience to the ordera 1n Council, on the 
ground that no rules and regulations could 
be made for the government of the people 
except through the House of Assembly, after 
that cha.rter had been e1ven. The ma.tter 
wu referred to Wilham Murray and Richard 
Lloyd-the Attorney and Sohc1tor Generals 
of England-the former of whom f!ubse­
quently became Lord :\Ian,field, one of the 
moBt eminent of Enelish Jurists. And here 
is their opinion-" We have taken the 1&1d 
observations into OU?' coDB1dera.tion, and we 
are humbly of opinion that the Governor 
and Council alone are not authorized by His 
Majesty to make laws." 

Here ie the opinion of these dietinguisbed 
JUriets that the kin~ could not make laws for 
the colony. The King having given the 
charter in que1t1on, had no power to make 
Ian. Wherever a countty 1a conquered, the 
conqueror to whom 1t i11 ceded hae the power 
to do ae he or she pleases in it11 ma.nagement. 
He may, if he chooaee, allow the 1nhab1tanta 
of that country to make their own laws, or 
put them all to de1.th, or he may send them a 
code of laws made by himself., and allow his 
Governors to execute them w1thin the coun­
try. But if he confers upon the country any 
privileges., the deed is obligatory upon him­
self and heir,, and he cannot annul 1t, he is 
bound to submit to it. It ie Jm;t the same 
with an indJvidaal . as soon as he signs A 
deed for a piece of land to his ne1ghbor, 
neither he nor his heirs, can afterwards dis• 
pute that seat. Tse day the Kmg signed th&t 
deed and appended tho seal to the comm1ss1on 
of the Governor., he conceded the power to 
make law1. Both his AttorDeY and Solicitor 
Generals tell him, we have looked at Lord 

Cornwa.11.Is' patent, and you have noi the 
powu to make aucb laws. !io la• can be 
b1ndrng upon the people of Nova Scotia ex­
cept such at are paued m accordance 1nth 
ihat charter. To show how completely irre­
vocable these chartera are, I will briefly csll 
yoar attantion to a case which arose many 
years after, m 1774 Lord Manlfie!d then de­
lrveted his opinion, in the Court of Qaeen'1 
Bench, upon a cue which had been a namber 
of time• solemnly argaed. After the conquest 
of Grenada, the King of England gave a Com­
miuion to a gentleman of the name of' Mel• 
ville, almost 1dentic1rlly the same a1 that he 
gave to Cornwallis. Tb11 deed wu eigned in 
the month of April, 1764, bnt GoTernor Mel• 
v1lle did not proceed to take charge until the 
followrng December In the meantime the 
King ilaaed letters patent under the great 
■eal, on the 20th July, 1764, laying a t&J: 
upon the people of Grenada-performing, in 
fact, an act of legialatton The ca■e was 
brought up for argument; the mercha.nt 
who had pa.id the tax having came over to 
England, and hHing been allowed to try 1t 
by the Attorney General. The judgment of 
the Co11rt wa1 that the tax wa■ 1ll~al because 
the K1ng, when he e1gned tha~ Commil8ion 
to Melville, cea.eed to hHe any power over 
Grenada Here are some of the ob1en1.tions 
made by Lord Mansfield · " After fnll con• 
11derat1on. we are ot opinion that before the 
letters pa.tent oftbe 20thJuly, 1764, the King 
had precluded him1elf from the exerci1e of 
legislative authority over the island of Gren­
ada.,, Again he s&id · " '\f e therefore think 
after the • * • • • and the 
Commission of Governor of Melville, the King 
had immediately and irrecoverably granted to 
all who are or ehall become inhabitants of 
Grenada, the right of having their legislation 
exerci11ed by an Ass!?mbly and a Governor in 
Council " 

Now, Mr. Spe&ker, I shall endeavor to 
bring th1e argument to & close by inviting 
the attent1on of the House .. and of the people 
of England to whom I a:tn speaking at thia.. 
moment, to the grest 1mportsnce of Nova-' 
Scotia. to the Brit11h Empire. This 1s a eub• 
ject which has never been well considered. 
The old colonies are the most valuable por• 
tiona of the earth-by the stubbornne.a of a 
Britieh Ktng an-! the stupidity of h11 M1nii­
ters they were lost to the Empire; and that 
dismemberment wa.1 the most serious that 
ever befell the British nation. Lord Chatham 
a.ctu1lly died protesting agam!t it. Nova 
Scoti& !ta,nd1 on tht front of the American con­
t1nent Just u England does in that of Europe. 
She p0B1esees great mineral wealth, the aource 
of Eneland's greatneas Her coa.l and iron, 
with the energy of her people, ban brought 
the mother coantry to her present high oon­
d1t1on. We po!sess the same advantages-we 
too are almo!t an ifland. If Nova Scotia 
were lost to England she might bid adieu to 
New Brunswick, to Prince Edwani lllr.nd, and 
to Newfoundland. These four Maritime Prov• 
inces _together have a territory similarly 
situated to the Brµ-1sh Isle,, and are capable 
of 1usta1n1ng a popuution equal t-> theirs 
Now Great Britain has been to Nova Scoh& 1.1. 
very affectionate parent. She has been most 
kind to U!, but we sometimem hear the st~te•· 



I , 
men of Engl1.11d grumb~ a little about the 
ttpenH 1DC111'1'ed in defending the1e colonin. 
I must confea I cannot see what that expense 
iJ Great Britain 111, maritime nr.tion •ud a 
military power She muet have the heat na-. 
"Y1e11 011 the ocean and one of the 1trongeat 
a.rm1ea u1 the field Where oould ■he main­
tain her ttoopa 1,nd n•vy more economicaJ.ly 
than 1n theae Colouiee. The climate 11 
a very healthy one; the st&betica ■how tht.t 
mortality here is le8■ than in any other 
part of the world. The :people of Eng­
laud would ncnr consent to a 1t1.nding army 
remaining in their own country. Therefore 
the scattering oftbe troops through the colo­
nies has been a kind of necuaity. Therefore9 
!!O far from thote colonies costing England 
anything they are little or no expense to her 
She was always a kind mother altbougb. not 
a wi■e one at times. When she adopted her 
trade pohoy in 1848 1he left theae colonies en­
tirely unprotected; ehe left the trade of Nova 
Scotia to be managed by people who knew 
nothing &bout it. She h•d up to that time 
managed our trade hel'Belf; ■he withdrew her 
f oBtenng care and left us to walk alone. We 
ldve man1.1:;ed to live very happy and con -
tmtedly, but 1he did not act w11ely towards 
the1e colonies. Since 1848 no lees than six 
million, of people have left England, Irela.nd 
and Scotland; where have they gone to ? 
They have gone directly put us into the 
United Statea. If England had been a jud1• 
moue foster mother ebe would have diverted 
the emigration into tbe11e colonies If ■he 
had encoaraited the commercial advantages 
of Nova Scotia and the &gTicultura.1 capabi­
htiee of Ca.nada we would now be a strong 
nation instead of havinJ? only four millions 
of 1ouls in our midst. We would ha.ve • po­
pul&tion of nine or ten millions, and instead 
of being afraid of invuion the people of the 
United State, would be pleued to think 
during their internecine war that such was 
the peacefal character and orderly dieposi11 
tion of Her MajeatJ '11 Colonies in America 
that there was no dt.nger to be apprehended 
from them. 

I believe there is no time that a parent k:nowe 
the value of the child he lovee untJ.l he heara the 
cold earth falling upon the coffin, and the sad 
words, " earth to earth. aabea to ashes, 
dust to dust." Let England transfer this 
little province to the United States, and ehe 
will, after a few years' time, wake up to the 
Jou she baa sustained. If the people of the 
United States succeed in reatoring the union, 
in healin~ the difference■ between the North 
and the South,· and in concentrating their 
tremendou1 energiea, 1he mu■t become one of 
the greatest power■ of the world. She is now 
a gre~t naval power, but give her the bar .. 
bour of Halifax,-wh1oh in her band■ could 
be made Ji111t as impregnable u Gibraltar. 
Give her the coa.l, iron, and fisherie1 of Nova. 
Scotia, and her power will be largely increas­
ed, and mllhons of people will pour into this 
country. The fishenes a.lone of these pro'Tinces 
would be to the United Statee a nureury for 
a million or a million and a ha.If of aeamen. 
How long would EnJlla.nd then boa.at of her 
maritime supremacy 1 When the Americane 
had olllJ a few milerable ahipe they brought 
more dilgnoe upon the Brilith tlag than any 
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other nation ever 1ucceeded in doing. Whai 
would they be if, when oballenged to the ten 
by Great Britain, they had poaeaion of the 
Colon1e1 in addition to their ordinary 
atrength ? Suppose in the order of things 
France. anctber great naul power, ehould 
combtne her eneri?ies with tho■e of the Un1ted. 
States, agllinat Englr.nd, in what poation 
would the mother country be? How couH 
■he cont"nd with nch maritime nations u 
these? JJ:herefore the 10111 of thete Col0111ea 
might lead to the degradation of Eng1and, and 
iDatead of etr.nding •t the het.d of natioll"I ehe 
might be lowered to the cond1t1on of a aeaon­
d&ry 1t&te, if indeed abe were not conTI!rted 
into & province of France. 

I shall now 'fery. brie:&,' call the attention 
of the Bouse to the reaolutiona befon it. 
They develope the ar2ament1 on which we 
ukfor a repeal of the Union, The fintcl&uae 
contend! that the Leg11l&tive Assembly of 
Nova. Scotia. had no power to cauge thecon-
8titution; they had none except what ,ru 
given them in t.be charter. Parliament bad 
no power over thia coantry-it never had 
any. Thil country belonged to the Queeu of 
England, and our Al!sembly had no conat1tu• 
tional right to coneeni to er mt.ke the sliatbia 
e1t alteration in the coDstituhon uuder wh~b. 
they were elected to make law,. That ia the 
position wh,ch we take, and I would like to 
see the Bntah constitutional author1t1e1 ex­
amine th1e 11ubject, for I am convinced 
they will acJ..nowledge that I am correct. 
The 11econd reeolution 11 to the effect that the 
oniy authority which the Delegata bad wu 
derived from the Aseembly, who had no 
power to give any 1uch authority a\ all. 
Even this authority, however, they diaregard. 
ed. Their auth/)r1ty 111mply extended to the 
negotiation of the terme of a Federal union 
between all the Britieh North American Colo .. 
nies They had no power to select three p:ro-

'vincee and confederate them, and therefore 
in that respect they did not act up to their 
authority. Then, eir, their delegation wu 
not legally constituted. If I gave a. power of 
Attorney to A. B. a.nd C. to transact busineu 
for me. A. and B. cannot do it without c .• 
unle!s l mt.ke 1t optional for them to do it 
jointly or eeverally; but if I authorize tlaree 
men Jointly to execute a deed for me9 or do 
any other aot9 any two of them cannot legally 
perform the duty. If the House of AMembly 
aut.horized a delegation to be conatituted, 
con1iat1ug of an equal number of men from. 
Upper and. Lower Canada, New Brunswick. 
Prince Edward's Island, Newfoundland, and 
Non Scotia, the delegates ha.d no power to 
aat unlea thie Btipul•tion wu carried out. 
No conatituent u,emb1y wu constituted-it 
could make no con1t1tution, or do any act 
until-all the delegates were present. If there 
were 5 from one proTince and 6 from another, 
the whole proceed1n~ wae a nullity, beca.use the 
delegation wu not oongt1tuted according to 
their in■trucbone. Then again they were 
told that they were to make Just. provi­
sion for the right, and interetna of Non 
Scotia.. How did they do that 1 They g1r.ve 
the whole province away. We had a well­
working constitution; we made our o,m 
laws, raised our own rennue,, and ta-xed 
ounelTes. We oned railw,,ye, ii1lltrie1,, and 



other p11»Ec property. bnt they gne them an 
a1ny for notlung. We c&n at any .moment 
be taxed to any extent arb1tranly by an 
olie;archy in Canada. 

Tbe su,th resolution 1tates that no change 
oan be made with.out an appeal to the people. 
Here ia a aelf-evident propoait1on. The con­
ltitution bebnga to whom 7 To the Hou11e of 
Auemhly 7 No. T'.l the Leg111lat1ve Couu­
c1l • No. It is the property of the people of 
Nova Scotia-every man, wom&n and child 
are the ownel'8, and 11< cannot be taken away 
from them without theu con■ent. Even the 
arbitrary monarchie!f of Europe admit that 
prina,ple. "'hen Napoleon mied upon the 
Empire what did he do 7 At all events he went 
through the ceremony of eendrng around the 
ballot box, and aekrng the people whether 
they were willing to change their conentu­
tion. The other da.y tifo States cf Italy, 
Nice and Savoy, were transferred aftzr the 
An11ri11n oampa1gn, and what wu done? 
Did one king 111 down and cede the country 
to the_otller? No; the people were called 
upon to decide whether the~· were prepared 
to accept the change of conutu:ion or 
not. No conattlut1on can be lawfully and 
oonetitutionally taken away ,vithont consult• 
ing the people who own t be con1t1tuhon. 
Thu, is 111elf•ev1dent propo1it1on-Jn&~ as evi­
dent as the fact that no man can have b.is 
farm taken away from him w1tb.ont his con• 
seut. 
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These reDolnliona go on to argae that the 
people of Nova Scotia were never consulted 
until the 18th September, 1667, after the Bn­
tiah North America Act bad pas!ed the Parn 
hament, and the Queen ha.d given it force by 
her proclamation. They were then for the 
fir&t time asked whether they were willrng to 
accept the change of constitution Then did 
the people an1wer emphat1callythat they would 
have nothing to do with It, These Neolat1ons 
state that the preamble of the Imperial Statute 
1s fa.lse, and I believe that when the Qu~beo 
scheme went home no sue!! words were in it. 
But no sooner did the crown officers cast their 
eye11 over 1t than they, knowing the const1tn­
tional course in all each matters, perceived 
that it was 1mpos11ble for the Imperial Gov­
ernment to legislate upon the question with• 
out the consent or request of the people of 
theee oolonies. Accordmgly they edded the 
prea=ible decllmng that "whereas the peoRle 
of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
desire to be federally umted, &c " That 
statute cc.aid not have been placed before the 
Imperial Parliament unlesa it had tb.eae words 
in 1t, for 1t would be unconatitut10nal uc­
le!B the people of the!e colonies had te11Jfied 
their aBBent to it. Therefore the pre:i.rnble 
berng: false, the statute 18 unconeututional 
and falls to the ground. 

Tb.e resolut10na go on to p,-y that the peo• 
pie were not only not consulted, but that 
they were purposely and de!ignedly prevent 
ed from being- consulted Is not that a true 
Ebtement? What did the House of ABBembly 
who recently eat lllJon these benches, with no 
great credit to them, do in the month of 
March !as•? When it WIUI moved that the 
people of Nova Scotia had a nght to be oon­
snlted at the polls, whether they would con• 
■ent to be confederated or not, that reaolution 

was neg&\1ved by 32 again1t 16 repre1eDta­
tive1 of the peQp!e. Who1e ■ervant■ went 
thel!e 32 person■ ? The servants of the Exe­
cutive Council; they ignored the authority of 
the people. and aaid that the con1titntiou of 
Yova, Scotia belonj?ed to Dr. Topper and a 
few others. Then I think we haTe uaerted 
strictly in accordance with the fact that the 
people of Nova Scotia were sy1tenatically 
and persevenngly kept from pa.uing npon 
the aut-Ject of confederation. We have al.lo 
stated with trntb. that the i.at election turned 
entirely upon confederation. I ha,e heard 
men venture to IIS!ert that other inues en­
tered into that election, but men who ■ay 
tbi1 w,ll elate anything. No man living be­
fore or durin('; the election, oan venture to 
deny the fact that confederation was the 
great question which. excited the people frem 
one end of the province to the other. Now 
there 11 another clanae which teU11 ua that 
these colomu were, in the opinion of the 
people of Non Scotia, united to each other 
by a connection better and 1uperior to that of 
any confederation that could be derived 
even upon the faire1t and wisest term,. 
I believe tha.t to be hterally true. It ii I. 
matter of po!it1c:d opmion. I have always 
thought that the system of confederation ,ru 
the worst by which we could be nmted. It i■ 
1mpoa!lble eo to regnl&!e the con!hcting in• 
ter~t, of the different countries in a manner 
that will prevent confhct3 and difficulties 
ariamg. If you !eive to the 11evenl countrie11 
their imlividualit.v and allow them to retain 
their loca.I legi5htares whilst yon attempt to 
combine them at the aame time under one 
t:?;cneral head, the experiment will he fatal-in 
time 1t must and will end in ciTil war 
and the eheJd1ng of blood. I believe that 
hl!.B been the experience of the world wiih 
respect to Confederation. Tbe province, 
have no-v four governments instead of three. 
lf they were really united they would be 
atro ger, rnasmuch as the whole is strong­
er than tl.!c parts, thEy would have one head. 
one leg1slature, one revenue, one 1et of laws. 
one tiriff On the other hand, for the reasons 
I have previously given, the B)'lltem of Con­
federahon ia, in reality, the wont that could 
be devised for these Colon1e1, if the wub. ia to 
promote harmony and prosperity among 
them 

We ■hall pus these resolutions and we may, 
1f necet!ary, add one or two more.; and when 
we have done ■o, it ia the de11g11 of the Go­
vernment and House to send Delegates to Eng­
l!t,nd aa soon as we can. to submit to tb.e Queen 
a humble Addre1a, ernbr&oing the 1ubstanoe 
of the1e re110Jut1ons; and I have much 
pleasure in nnnouncmg, ao far aa I am able 
to Judge, my belief and conviction that the 
Delegat,on cannot po1B1bly f&il of 1ucoeea. 

!ilPEECD OF DON. :TIB, TROOP. 

Hon. Mr. TBooP said ·-In rieine: this af. 
:ernoon tJ second the reaolations laid on the 
table by the Att~rney General I feel, Mr. 
Speaker, tb...t I would llke to have the Par• 
hamentary experience of youraelf or of the 
hon. gentleman who so .ably and eloquently 
laid the case of Nova Scotia before the Ho111e. 
Before taking up the thread of tile argument 



let me fo1 a little while turn the attention of 
the Houe to the pol!1tion which Nova Sccl1A. 
oecupiea t.o-day aB compared with tt,t.t which 
ahe occupied a f'ew year, ago, btfore our fa .. 
g,tlatnre undertook to deal w t~ die que!t1on 
of Confederation. The Pro.ince wss then 
peaceful, prolJ)erou, and bappy-lTmg along 
the aeaboard our people had 11',ed free and 
contented"'-their tailor■ went down to the 
area /fn- 1bipR,-tbe1r sbipbo1Mer@ l'eDt out 
thoee merchantmen for wb1eb Non Scotia i1 
famed, bearitlg the fi~ of En~bnd over tbe 
wide world,-capitaliets were develnping the 
mines of the country, a11d tbrousthout the 
len,tth and breadth of the land there were 
etideocea that Nova Scotia wae ri!ling to be a 
free. rich, happy and pro!!peroua country 
If ,here had been anything occurring among 
111 to change that state,-had there ~n ,. 
voice in NoTa Scotia raised • ga1nst the poeition 
we were occupying or any of our eurround­
ing 0ircum1tance1,-anyth1og leading our 
people to 11eek political and constito.ttonal 
cba.n1es,-we might have Jes,. ea.nee for com­
plaint, and the members of t'bis LegiElature 
would not be in the po11t1on which they oo­
oapy to day, called upon to take a bold stand 
for ihe rights aud hbertiea of their country• 
men. I reJoice that our country is yet a 
Br1t1sb colony,-tbat we have the Briti1h 
flag above our heads and the Briti1h con■ti• 
tion at our back, and that in this disousaion 
we can riee 1uperior to the little knot of 1er­
vile tools, who, in defiance of pubhc opinion, 
have bad the audacity to slander and insult 
the people to their teeth. In the argument 
which I am going to uae on this occasion I 
will show that the people of Nova Sootia 
a1ked for no conetitutional change& and de .. 
sired none, and tbat the public records are 
replete with proofs of the aMertion. When I 
look aorou the water at Old England, and 
learn from her history what struggles were 
required to make her what 1be is to day, I 
reJoice t.hat in this country we can trace back 
our ance1try to some of the men who bad 
!ought their nation up to her present high 
etandard. And lookmg there for pre­
cedent in1tead of public discu11s1on and 
free debate being confined, inl!ltead of her 
publio men taking a leap in the dark, and 
the opponents of any great mearore berng 
taunted 1nth disloyalty,. we find in the t>ar­
liament,. in the pre11, &JJd on the platform 
equal free, open, manly argument and de­
bate,-we find none of the loyalty which is 
drwed out in buckram and court trappings, 
we find the people understanding their 
right, and libertie,1 and bringing to the front 
the hi1beat etateeman in the land who dares 
to override a eingle right which. the people 
poaee1. ~ 

In entering on this d1scu111ion I do eo reel­
ing that I am a British mbjeot, that I have 
the same rigbtl!I which a man has who 11 born 
on the toil of England. .And I feel likewiae 
that if thi1 di2cu111ion could have been trant!!­
ferred acrou the Atlantic, the delegate, and 
the contemptible pren that supported them 
would have had to debate thil queetion on 
it1 merits, and not in guoh a way, u to out• 
rage the feelings of all who were not 1ubeer­
vien, to their T1ew1. I will not travel far 
baok onr the reoorde iouohiDg thil ~ued 
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question, for the mMn argument! lle in 10 
narrow a compa,e thtt 1n a short tune I 
tJ:unk I can hrrng forw<ird the whole cue 
fuH; and fatrly aa :t sta.nd9 b~tween Nova 
Scot1a and Canadl\ I flunk 1t i! C\ttr daty 
rn th1, debate to throw all the l1ght tb3.t i1 
available on the question, "tJd to ,Pro1uce all 
the information from pub!tc despatcbee and 
otherwi1e, that m,v etrenethen our care 
when it comes to be laid before the Psrha­
ment '>f Great Bntain In the fiNt place 
then I lil.Sk the attention of the House to A 
despatch dRted 10 18'.'H,, !tgned by Ale!!rs 
Cartier, R .. ,se and Galt, tbref' of the ]eadrng 
i,tate,men of Ct.mada, RDd by thi~ I will 
brrng" C•rnn/J, to bear witne~s ll!?lltnSt Cae1'.• 
d& It 11 not the people of the Muittme 
Prcvincf.'s who orig1nated the charges 
tlJ?e.:nst the Cau1d1an,, of w~tch we ht.Te eo 
often heard. for the~e three jlentlemen ad• 
m1tted that in 1858 to ,mch a.n extent bad 
party Mrtfe and faction gone. that the poli• 
t1cian1 of that country were hke l!O many 
K1lk,nny c&Ts tearing &teach otber,8 throat,, 
and we find that those able minds of Br1t111h 
America had brought their country into a 
etate of degradation and confusion, 10 1nex, 
tricable that they were obliged to go ~ the 
parent country and ok the Britu,h t;oTern­
ment to relieve them of their difficulties by 
dragging in the Maritime Province,. That 
despatoh eltc1ted a reply from Sir E. Bulwer 
L1tt:m, then Secret\ry of State for the Colo• 
niu, and what was that reply? "Nova 
Scotia h11 a constitution of ~r own,-her 
people have done nothint to forfeit their 
constitahonal rights, they are loyal to the 
Crown, and while they maintain their allegi­
ance and Pfrform their dubetf as good etti• 
zen's and free born subject, or the Empire, 
we will not interfere with them,-go and do 
your own work,-lhew that you are fit to 
goY,rn your1elvee, and then get the people 
of the other Colonies to join you if you ca.n!,. 
That was the sub.stance of the advice which 
S1r Buhrer Lytton ,:rne to those 1tate!men. 
Did they take it? Not they-but immediate­
ly commenced plotting to obtain by artfo 1 
wlle11 what they could Dot obtain fairly and 
constitutionally. Here is the record ot 
Canadian faction, u drawn by thrte or h~ 
oldesst 1tatet!lmen : 

uit ie 6ur duty to 1tate that very grave 
d1ffieult1es now present themselvea in con• 
ducting the Government of Canada in such a 
manner u to 1hew due regard to the wi1he1 
of it11 numerous population The U.aion of 
Lower with Upper Canada ns b&Rd upon 
perfect equality being preaened between 
these Prov1noet1, a condition the more neoea-
1ary from the difference!,. in their reapective 
language, law and religion-and- althoucll 
there is •ow a large Eogli1h population m 
Lower Canada. still their ddferenoea exiet to 
an extent Yhich prevents any perfect and 
complete a!Bimilation of the view, of the two 
sections. 

"At the time of the Union Act, ~wer 
Canada po11ee1ed a much larger population 
than Upper Canada, but thie produced DO 
difficulty in the Go,-ernment of the united 
ProviDoe under that Act; eince that period, 
however, the proen,a of population haa beeJi 
more rapid in ihe weatern 1e0tion, and 



cl&ima are now made on behalf of it■ inhab1-
w.nt.1 for ginng them repreaent&tion in the 
Leglalature in proportion to their number,, 
which claims innatmg, it i1 beliend, a mo1t 
serious interference with the principle■ upon 
which the Union was based, have been, and 
are. 1trenuou1ly resisted by Lower Canada. 
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"The reaalt is •hewn by an agitation 
fraught w1 th great danger to the peaceful 
and harmoxaiotU working of our con1titut1on• 
al ayetem, and con1equently detrimental to 
tlie progrea of the Province. 

"The neeeuity or prov1d10g a remedy for 
a et&te of thint;a that i1 yearly becoming 
worse, and of a11aying feehn~a tbat are dally 
aggravated by the contention or political 
pt,rtie1, has impreaed the adv1eera of Her 
Majeaty's representa.tivel!!I in Canada with the 
importance of treekinsc for 1uoh a mode of 
dealing with these d1fticoltie1 H may forever 
remove them. In this view, 1t ha■ appeared 
advi■able to them to conmder how far the 
union of Lower 1nth Upper Canada. could be 
rendered euentially federathe 111 combination 
with the Pronnces of New Brnnsw1ok9 Non 
Sooti& Newfoundland and Prince Edward 
Island. together with~each other territories as 
it may be hereafter deairable to incorporate 
with such confederation from the poaaeesions 
of the crown 1n British North America. 

"The undereigned are con"inced that Her 
Majeety'lf Government will ba folly ahve to 
the grave nature of the circumstances re­
ferred to, which are stated by them under the 
full responsibility of their position as advu­
tr, of the crown in Canada They are eat-
iaiied that the time has arrived fer & con8ti­
tutional discussion of all mea.ue whereby the 
evil, of internal> dissension may be avoided 
in such an importaut dependency of the em­
pire of Canada.." 

I think tha.t this language shows what the 
view• of the people &nd government of Csn~ 
ada were at that time in seeking a. Union 
with the Maritime Pr~vincE& We hear now 
a good deal about loyt.lty-about the neces-.. 
1ity of binding together thel!!e Colon~ by an 
Interoolonial Railroad; but did the people of 
Canada 1ay 11.nyth1ng about such small mat­
ters then ? Were they fi led with loyalty and 
prompted by a desire to build up a second 
Eagland on thie continent? We hea.r not a 
word abo11t that; but they tell the Britit!!h 
people and government~ '' we are fighting 
t::>oth and natl; we cannot get along ha.rmo­
nioualy; and becauee we &re m th&t condition 
we pray your MaJesty'sgovernment to brin!t 
about.a Union which will give us the control 
of the Maritime Provincee " This is the 
firet piece of endenee that I produce against 
Cu&da, and I produce it to eho1r that rn 
aakiiag for a Union the Canadians, instead of 
being aniruted with feeling, so noble as 
tho1e which have been a,oribed to them-in­
stead of desiring to lay the corner stone of a 
great nation, all they de8ired WH to get re. 
J)re!!entation by popula.twn, in order t::iat 
Western Carm,fa, might g,)vern Bnt1sh Ame­
rica as it pleased. Had we rPturned up to 
the preient hour the men of calibre a.ud mtel­
lect who la.bored to found our institutions 
and who filled our councils 1n 1760, in~tead 
of. the men who have ruled Nova Scotia for 
the lut four fear,, our hietory would have 

told a different tale. If we hr.d been govemtli 
by the men who helped to build our consti­
tut·on. we would not now be engaged in • 
fearful 1truggle to regain what perfidy ha1 
ta.ken from us Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, in hi.I 
reply, says .-

" The question. however, i■ one which in• 
vohe1 ngt merely the interest, of the import­
ant Province of Canada. and 1t1 relation, to­
wards the Empire, but alao the pontion and 
welfare of the other North Amenoan Pro­
vincee." "' • • • u We think -th•t we 
should be wanting in proper coneideration 
for those ,:rovernmente if we were to authol""" 
1ze, without any previous knowledge or their 
v1ew1. a meeting of delegates from the Execu­
tive Counotle, and tha.a to commit them to a 
preliminary etep toward, the 1ettlement of & 
momentoue question, of which they have not 
yet 1ngnified their assent to the principle.,' 

The next piece of evidence in connection 
with this eubJeot we fin<l in the Journa.11!1 of 
1861, when a reaolution was paned on the 
oonetruction of which the Cane.chan delegates 
ba11ed their constitutional right to leg1alate 
&wty this country. I have heard, u the 
discuBSion progressed, that the legielature 
had a nght to do as it did, and that the de-­
lee;atea bad a right to do as they did, beca.uie 
of this re,olution of 1861, which merely ex~ 
preeece tllat u whereas the question of a 
Union of the Coloo1ee had been before the 
country for• lonJ? time, and for the purpo!e 
of setting the public mind at rest, the go .. 
vernment Bhould be authorised to send delf: .. 
gates to confer with the Cs.nadiane en that 
and other eubJect.s Can the ,tream rue 
higher than its eouroe? When the delegates 
went to Canada, and nothing came of their 
m1s!ion the resolotion became a dead letter; 
very many thought that the question was set 
at reat, and so did these delegate, and this 
legislature of Nova Scotia, beoame when 
they c•me to d1scu!a a union of the Maritime 
Provinces. we fin.d the Provincial Secretary 
introducrng a. fresh resolution to effect that 
l\'1&r1t1me union. Where w&s the question of 
Britilih po hey then ? Why were we not then 
told. •~ you are doing wrong: Great Britain 
de!iree ~ ou t.'.> confedera.te with Canada-t:, 
bnild up a great nationality, with o~ foot 
ontheAtlant10, and tbeotheron thePaoi:fic"" 
Not a. word was Hid a.bout tht.t. Theee re-
1olutions were acted upon by the Nova Sooti• 
Government, but no sooner did the delegate, 
go down to Charlottetown, than Lord Monok. 
with a, str~D!;e a~sumptwn of power, attempt­
ed to lead them from their legitimate mif.!t1on. 
He says m thi8 deepa.tcb, datad 30th June, 
1864, to 1\11Jor-General Do:yle~ who then ad· 
ministered the Government of Nova Scotia : 

'" I have t!le honor to mtium l ou that 1t 111 
the wish of the Canadian Government to send 
a. Deleg!l.t10n to attend the Conference wh10h 
1t 1s propo1ed to bold this yur, of gentlemen 
represennng reepectively, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Pnnce Edward Iel&nd, with 
s view to tl::te Union of those Prov111cea. Tne 
obJect of thf Canadian Government is to ar­
oertam whether the proposed Unioa may not 
he m,de to embrace the whole of the Br1tit1h 
North American Provinces I Bhall !eel much 
obltged 1f yon will inform me of the time and 
place whioh have been fixed on for the meet• 
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ing; and I tru1t tt,QJresence of a Canadian 
Delegation will be tlrfeeable to their brethern 
or the Maritime Provinces." 

I am dealinr with thie qntttionfrom a con­
@titutional point of view, and bringing to the 
bar of public opinion Lord Monck, and the 
deleg•tee who attempted to onnide the con-
1titution The doctrine that they had the 
r1ght to do a■ they did, seems to have dawn­
ed on their m1nd1 at a very late date, for Dr. 
Tapper"s government, through Sir Richard 
McDonneH, replied to Lord MoJJck in the fol­
Iowi"lg language 

"In the meantime I csn a,sare your Lord­
ship of the extreme pleamre which 1t will 
afford this GovernmeDt. to confer unofficially 
with any Deleg&tee !ent from Canada. It 18, 
however, neeezeary to remind your Lordship 
that no Reeolut1on has 1·et been passed by 
any of the Leg12la.turee of the Maritime Pro­
vinces. antbor1eing the appointment of Dele­
gates for any pu rpol!e but th&t of c.Jnsidering 
1ome plan tor the Umon of the three Pro• 
Tincet!. Therefore, neither I nor my Mmistry 
have the power to go beyond the exa~t pow• 
ers conferred by that Re~olution ,, 

Th11 is conit1tat1onal law as laid down by 
Dr. Tupper and hie Governmeot,-there i1 • 
statement deliberately made by the Govern­
ment, but which they 1&w fit to repudiate JD 

twenty days afte?' date And what did Mr 
Cardwell ray on the subject? Did he say 0 you 
have not carried out the policy of thill Gov• 
ernment-t!:Je Britiah Government deeire Con­
federation with Canada to h.ke pl&ee ?" Not 
a word or a syllable to that effeet came 
across the water, but in pbin and ex• 
phc1t terms the people "'were told that 
tb e official mit1sion was to cen1ider a union 
of the Mariime Provinces Twenty dayB sf­
terwarda we find these delegates going to 
Quebec. I will not follow them there among 
the ebs.mpagne revelries and drunken routs, 
-we have heard sufficient of tblt. Instead 
of acting as if they were laying the founda.­
t1on of a great nation, it appeared as if they 
had gone off t:> a midnight rout or a shmdy 
in the b~ekwoods. But the fact 11! that the 
C:t.nadiane having got the delegates into' the 
:ieadmg strings entrapped them into the Qae­
bec reeolutions Then we all know that when 
the Legi~hture attempted to deal with the 
que~t10n 1t excited one univerHl trtorin of dis .. 
approbation throughout the country. When 
public opmion ie formed in thie evantry upon 
any grave subject, it is by neighbor meet1Dg 
neighbor around the fireside, in iocial gather­
rngs, and by friendly, mutual converl!a.hon, 
-then comes into play the intelligence of the 
country. I have be&Td Jgnorance 1mp11ted to 
out people,-a.nd it wa8 s11.1d that the ignorant 
clo.zs of the population are Anttl'(Umomsts,­
thst a great many able and intellectual men., 
a11 the jud~ee, sll the ministers and sll t!ie 
high fanctions.r1e1 are m favor of the Union. 
I hke here a. bold Eta.nd and say : SuppoEe 
the Judges and ministers n.nd nabobs and 
mgh offic1'ils are fa fnor of 1t. what ie 1ha.t 
1f the peop!e are ag-a.inst 1t? The people arc 
the grea.tcst, for ii lOU destroy the people'H 
rights ;oa impair the who!e fabric of the 
con~t1tltution. Destroy those :nghh a.nd you 
make the people feel degra~cd, and what then 
18 ihe value of courts of Justice and echooh 

and pulpits? GiTe the mind• of the people 
free room and play-do not put a padlock or 
a gag upon them.. It is that intelUcenee nm­
ning like lightning through the land \bat hu 
shattered tbe rank■ of the Confederate parft 
to atom,. When the Le,rwatore came to deal 
with the queation at it1 tirat IN?llio~e delt• 
gates faded to carry out the arrangement, 
they had made with their colleague, in C.. 
nt.da · They were to ban uked the Houae 
to agree by reaolution to the Quebec re. 
aolations. -Why did they not do it ? Be­
cau~ there were no corrupting infiuencea 
at work,-the majority of the Leg11lature 
weTe opposed to the .. 1cheme,-they told the 
Premier they would not con■ent to a unio11 
with Canida on such termlt akld (moreover 
tha.t they would agree to no echeme which 
bad not been ratified by the peor.ile. The re-
1u!t was that the Premier declared the mea-
8Ure impracticable. and led the people to 1up. 
poee that the wbole queation was at an end,­
tbat there was no nece~11ty for &J?it1tion. 
Coming down a little later we find that the 
Premier ancceeded in snccesafully bringing 
the matter before the Legielatnre!J and having 
his policy ratified against the wiahee ot the 
people. Here he ie met by a proteat 1igned 
by membere of the Oppo11tion 1n which they 
solemnly dec1ared the rights of the people. 
How was that prote1t treated 1 What did the 
E:x:ecutiva Council say to it, and to the .-.a1t 
m11Jor1ty of the people of th1e country" 

0 In conclueion, the Council ma.y state 
that more than a ye&r since they eubmitttd 
the proceedings of the Quebec Conference to 
the Le1?i!la.turc, that the subJect of a union 
of the Br1t1sh North American Colnnie1 bu 
been constantly d1Ec1issed in this Province 
sJDce that time. Yet the opponents of union 
were only able to obtain the signatures of g,. 
085 people oat of a popnb,tion of not -lea 
than 3~0,000 for prei;ent1tion to the H'ou!e 
during the present se,sion, pn)ing that it 
might be referred to the people at the polle 
The foregoing resolutH)D, after fail delibera­
t1on and discussion, was carried in the Legi .. 
l1tive Counctl by a. vote of 13 to 5, and in the 
House of Assembly by 31 to 19. All the mem­
bers of the preeent Govemmeut and four 
member! of the lstc Government, of which 
:::\Ir Howe was the leader, united in eustain• 
ing the re~olubon, while but two voted 
a!?a.inst it '' 

-That Minute of Council, prepared m the 
secrecy of the Council Board, under the 
direction of Sir Fenwick W111iaml!,. the Lieu­
tenant Go,ernor of Nova S~otia, waB sent to 
1=.n~land, a.nd it sta.nds on our Journals 
str..mping the men who framed it with the 
crime of gross misrepreeentation. They 
knew they were deceiTmg the Bdtieb Govern 
ment-tha.t under cover of that de.epatch they 
were perpetratmg an act of gt'oss mjustice 
a.nd doinl?.' a cruel wron~ to the people of 
Nov& Scotia.. Determine<! to trick the coun• 
try and to perpetrate a fraud, they had left 
out of the Governor's !ipeecb at the opening 
of the BeJ!ls10n ell mention of Confeder&tion, 
:l.nd at s late period of the session, when no 
petitions bad been preeented in consequence 
of the ~surance that nothing would be done, 
that country wae taken by surprise. The 
liinute of Council, framed by the Govern-



ment, who had a fall knowled.:eotthe w11het 
or tile people~ auuring t.he Gonrnment that 
only 5000 persons had petitioned sga.inet the 
meuare, lf&I calculated to lead that G Jvern• 
ment to r~ppoee that the grest maJcr1ty of 
the people were in fi.vor of t.he union I 
aak, lbe11i. 1n v1ew of the atate of pub ho opin­
ion at that period if the government of the 
day did not know that the 1tatement con 
t&iDed 1n 1uch .M1nut2 w&ti a deliberate uu• 
truth? I aek if it wu net made to mislead 
and deceive tbe Britil!h Government! Its 
author• doubtleH sapposed that 1t would be 
shut eut from the pubuc e3e until it ha.d done 
it, work, and after that they thought it wou1d 
be too late for &nl thing to be 1a1d about it 
T~y sent. 1t to the Imperial Parliament with 
no hone!t ,intention FoUowiDg ro.pid!y 
down the rOO-ord. let me ask why lt was th:J.t 
about th1~ time there were suc..h breaks rn the 
ranks of those 10 thie Leg1sl•turc who were 
known to be dttermmcd opponentti of Coe~ 
federation when every day inten~ified the 
feeling of tbe country against the resolution-J 
which had been adopted by the Honat" Can 
we not l!ee in the subsequent reiults m 
membere g1viDg up their oppoeition for valu­
able cons1derat1on-for high &nd mflaent1al 
poeit1on11 el!ewberc a great des.I of s1gnifi.­
cance Those gentlemen may have been s.a 
pure, ati innocent and ai, con~cientiona as 
they claim to be-they may never ha. ve had a 
single 1ta10 upon their poht1c&l integrity­
their palms may never have felt a 1.m:agle 
piece of gold, but I c~nnot he1p tbirlk1ng 
that if the Attorney General bad a fellow in 
the dock, char!;ed with a crimin:t.l offence, 
with evidence so presumptive agamat him, 
he would make a pretty £kong c&2e of 1t, 
and the jury would not have much hesitation 
in pronouncmg hHn. guilty. There 11 suffi­
cient evidence, taking all the ma~renvring of 
the gentlemen who ha.d the ma.tter in band, 
to shew & d~ep design to keep the people 
from expressing their opinions They kept 
us from the polla up to the latent hour well 
knowing wha.t the rEsult of an election would 
be. W ben the eieotiona did come off, the 
men who bad been engaged in b&rtcring 
their country away-the men who hs.d 
thrown their influence aE;&in!t their own 
people, and in fa.vor of Canada, hardly 
di.red to ask for the confidence and zupport 
of the peOJJle 'fhe day of re.okoniDg has 
come w1th overwhelm1Dg power, and th..c feel­
ing of the people against thi! enforced union 
htu! ever since been 1ncre4sing 1n strength. It 
1s l1kc the rushing wind from the mounh,m 
carr) ing everything before 1t \\ hen wz find 
the men who on that day ware re1ected hy 
the people whom they had betra)ed leaving 
their country for Ottal"&, 1 Bay if t!ley Cl'Ln 
there find consolation arcund the ps.la.ti:1.l 
h&lls of that city or a panacea. for their 
wounded con!cicnces. there U! no reason tb:it 
I can see why Nova Scot1a. should not be vtry 
glad to get rid of them. I next wish to 
direct the a 1 tention of the Hou.!!e to the ac­
tion of the dtlegates when they went on theu· 
mission across ibe wa.ter, and carried their 
measure to the House of Commons ft.nd the 
House of Lords. We then find Mr. W:!.tkin 
makmg a speech that hae attained great no­
toriety, and hss become matter of history. 

But for hi1 declaration who believes that thfi 
Briti1h House ot Commom would h&Te legil• 
lated againet our intere1te? Bat for h11 u. 
!itrracce that Confederd1on had. been before 
the people of Non Scot.:a at the poll,, who 
can 1mggi.ne that we would have been forced 
into thi1 ,hatefal and detested union 1 For 
who could doubt in the Hcanae of Common, 
the auertion made by Mr. Watk111 that l>r. 
Tupper had preached Confederation at every 
polling booth prenou1 to the election, oom ... 
mg, u it did, from the Premier h1maelf? 
How could it be Bt1ppo1ed \bat the acored1ted 
min1~ter of the Province of Nova Scotia 
would resort to cvuion and decepi1on? Sir, 
in T1ew of these facts, I may say that I would 
like no better cue to pre1ent, on behalf of a 
free people, m &Dy court of law or Equity 
than that which ca.n be preaented by the 
people of Nov& Scot.19. 

lhen, again, let me turn attention to the 
one-sided, put1a.l and unJa1t1fisble action of 
Lord Monck'. I !peak of him with all the 
reepect due to his high position, but I cannot 
pses over a declaration made 1n h11 soeech in 
the House of Lords without comment. We 
find hut lordeb1p leaving his po1t on this 
continent, goiDg home with the delega iee, 
bk1ng his place in the House of Lordi,. where 
1t was supposed he fa Uy understood the feel­
ing both of the Maritime Prov1Dcea and Can­
ada, and. that he would be poueucd of fgll 
information, there stating that the agitation 
in Nova Scotia. wu the work of half a doseu 
men. I can excuee Hi1 Excellency for any­
thing bat that; and when we find that 11peech 
on the pubhc records of the country. with• 
out note or comment from him, after the 18th 
of September baa paased and left such evi­
dence behind of the real feeling of the people 
of Nova Scotia. I tay that the Governor,Gen• 
era.I was in no po111tion t.o open the Domine 
ivn Parltament with the speech which he 
made. Instead of congratulating the people 
of Nova Scott& on their being engaged m 1n11 
augurahng the new Dominion, he should 
h!.Ve told onr people that they ilad been de .. 
graded He ehould have explained awa.y the 
speech which he made when, to e11rry Con­
federation and help his Canadian friends and 
their party, he went to the House ef Lords 
and used the following language -

" Lord Monck expressed a hope that their 
lordebips would permit him to 11y a few 
words upon the Bill, considering the share 
which he hs.d had in its origination. He 

,would at the outset refer to one thing, which 
appeared to him of great importance in a 
constitutional point of view. It had been. 
he thought, most unwarrantably ueumed 
that the Province of Nova Scotia was opposed 
to the union. Now, he believed the expres­
gion of opinion which bad come from Nova 
Scotia. to this country had been entirely got 
up by a few mer~etic indn1deal2. The Leg­
ielature of Nova s~otia had, hke the Legi.JI• 
la.tures of the other provinces, adopted by 
lar~e ms.jor1tie1 the reso]ullons propOled to 
them, and had rent their delegates to thxe 
country to take part 1n the framing of the 
meuure which had been In.id on the table. · 
The demands of those gentlemen in Nova 
Scotia, if they amounted to anything, meant 
that the questwn should be subjected to the 
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deci!ion of the people, instead of it1 being 
determined by the peeple'e repre1entatiTe1 
Such a demand, to his mind, betrayed• great 
i~norance, not only of the prmciples of the 
Br1t11b Con(llhtntion, but ot the pnnciplee on 
which all Parliamentary Government was 
founded " 

Hie }ordship had resd the history of his 
ewn country to liVie purpose when be could 
make that declsrat,on What ia that history 
oompo!led of frr the la.et two hundred years 
but the bi!tory of men oftenflmes strug-ghng 
throagb bloodshed to the enjoyment of then· 
rights-the record of men ot grEat intellect 
-men whose names have been emblazoned 
on the roll of fame, fightin~ for the grea.t 
p!inciplee which have made En~land the 
mistress of the world, the country to which 
every dietret!ed nationality re!orts ae a city 
of refage, under whoie flsg the exile is e&fr 
Onee upon the !!Oil of Britain the fugitive iB 
no longer likeiy to be stricken down; but in 
layiqg the foundation stone of the new na­
tionahty I say letu! notbeJ?in the work by stri­
king down wb&t baa cost England centuries to 
build up-what h&S been eo Ion~ e!tabhihed 
in the heart! and affections of the people. 
Get the symp11th1es of tb~ people with you, 
snd then go on bu1ld1ng the ,uperatructurc. 
Let it come to be understood that the rights 
of the people a.re one matter, and the rights 
of the governing oligarchy another, or that 
a.ny oligarchy can control the country, etr1k­
ing down the independence of the people and 
reducing them b a condition of serfdom, 
and the freedom and glory of the parent 
country no longer belong to u~. After de­
livering th&t speech in the Hou!e of Lorde I 
wonder how his lordship could come down to 
Parliament and use this language ·-

"I congrstulate you on the Legislative 
sanction which has been given by the Imper­
ial Parliament to the Act of Union, under 
the provi!ions of which we are now aesem­
bled, and which h1u laid the foundation of s. 
new nationality tbat I trult nnd i,believe will 
ere long extend its bounds from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific ocean '' 

He oongre.tulates the people of the Domin­
ion on building up tbi! confederation, but 
did he not remember the damaging record 
that etood sgsinet him on the other l!lide of 
the ocean, when he made that declaration m 
the Bouse of Lords to influence that august 
assemblage in supporting the legislatare that 
undertook to give sway the country, and to 
break down every barrier that had been 
placed in their way? Did he forget that he 
had gone across the ocean in the train of the 
delegates, to t&ke his pl!lce ae a peer of the 
realm, to assist ID carrying Confederation, 
and there to !!tate that the ag1ht1on in Nova. 
Scotia was the work of a half dozen md1vid­
ua.ls? If he wa.s so instructed by hie friends, 
the Delegates at that time, then since the 18th 
of September he has been undeceived, and he 
should eince have aeknowledged that up to 
that t1me he hr.d not known the true state of 
the case 

We h:l"rn iJes.rd s. great deal, as I 
have Baid, sboi1t disloyalty, snd without 
wishing to dehin the Houl!e, 1 will 
merely turn attention to the mode in 
which this measure w~s carried. The c:mntry 
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believes that the Confederation act was paa­
ed through the J~1lature by corruption and 
fr~ud-that Hi1 Exoellency General Williame, 
when he waa tent out here, came for the aole 
purpoee of carryinf the meuure--pffpsred 
to resort to any meane-aud leist hilll.lelf. 
through hie government, t:1 that deaign. I 
beheve that if certain feshvitiea at Govern­
ment Hou,e bad never taken plaoe. we would 
not be engaged in thi1 di50ussion to'<!ay. It 
remind• me of a dark day in old Ireland's 
history, when her free l~i•l&ture wu- eold 
f.)r Enf?li!h gold, when bnbery laid the coun• 
try waite, and inflicted upon it the terrible 
woeis that eucceedin~ generations have in­
herited In May's Con1t1tut1on1l hi1tory, I 
find this pamiage on that subject: 

" Lord CaEtlereagh estimated the cost of 
these expedients at a million and a half. and 
t~e price was forthcoming The purcba11e of 
borough& was no new ,cbeme, having been 
proposed by Mr. Pitt himself, on the ba!i8 of 
his meuure of Parhamentary reform in 1785, 
and now it was systemically carried out in 
Ire1and. The patron■ of boroughs rece1vea 
.£7,500 for ~•eh ,eat-, and eighty-four bo• 
roughs were di11franchu:ed. Lord Devonshire 
wa! paid .£52,500 for seten seat!, Lord Ely 
£45,Q00 for six. The total compeneation 
amounted to .£1,260,000 Peer1 were further 
compenHted for the 101s 0f their prhileges 
in the nahonal council by profaae promise! 
of Enghsb peerage,, or promotion in the 
peerage of Ireland; commoner• were oonctli­
ated by new honore, and by the largesses of 
the Bntieb government. Places were given 
or promised, pen@ions mulbphed, secret ser,. 
vice money exhausted. In vain Lord Corn• 
wallis complained of the " pohtical Jobbing'' 
!.nd " dirty bu11nees" ha which he waa " in• 
volved beyond all bearing,'' and " longed to 
kick those whom his pubho duty obliged him 
to court." In vain he '' despised and hated 
himself, while negotiating and jobbing 
with the most corrupt people under heaven." 
British gold was 1ent for and d11tributed, 
and, at length., 1n defiance cf threats of arm­
ed resistance, in !pite of insidious promises 
of relief to Catholics, and corrupt defection 
among the sapportere of the government, the 
cauee was won." 

The luckless viceroy applied to him!!el f the 
appropriate hneB of Swift · 

So to efl'ect his monarch', ends 
J:t'rom hell a viceroy devil ascends , 
This badget with corruption crammed 
The constitutions or the damned 
Which with unsparing hand he atroves 
Tb.rough courts and senates as he recs , 
And t.hen at Beelzelub's black hall 
Complaws his budget 1s too email. 

How aptly this Iangu&ge csn be applied to 
the gentlemen who ca:-r1ed on the work of 
corruption in thi1 country :-they mU!t, hke 
Alexander, have wept because they bad no 
more worlds to conquer when they got wak­
kneed politicians to Government House un­
der the rnflaence of the appliances which 
eventua1ly induced them to hand o7cr the 
political rights of this country to the Csna­
d1an government The people, I say, took 
this ground; and in batthng for then· rights 
and privileges, and asking for free d1!cna­
eion and debate, they ha,e been chsrged b~ 



a portion of the preu and the supporter• of 
a certain faction with being Fen1an t1ympa­
tb.i.1en and ~exati.oniett. All I can 1ay is 
that the tint article having such a tendency 
•• from a Confederate jour11&l of tht1 city. 
It 1uch aentiments are adYocated in the press 
'lfe can charge home upon the Confederate 
party for haY1ng such a paper among them 
lt eeem1 that a few J"e&r• ago the public 
mind of the United States wu aet on the qui 
vive to see whether that country could get 
hold of the Provinces, and bad it not been 
for Nova Scotia I believe that the1e Coloniee 
would have gone long ago. Where were we 
when anneut1on clubs were formed through­
out Canada, and when annexation flags were 
throWD to the breeze by their promment 
men? We were true to our allegiance, 
warning the .people of Canada that their 
course would bring them into disgrace. Let 
it not. then, be charged upou us that, be­
caUl8 we believe the tendency of Conf edera­
tioa to be the handing over of the Province 
to the United State,, and becau11e we have no 
deeire to become a part ef that country, the 
Anti.Confederate party, or the Government, 
or the .gentlemen who sit on these benches 
have d11lo1al tendencies. That slander has 
gone far enough; the men who originated it 
do not dare to repeat it in open day, where 
they oan be confronted; but 1n the back elams 
or Halifax a portion of the preM that ia ja1tly 
held beneath contempt has been busy 1n the 
oirculat1on of the 1lander. Whe11 they pour 
out the Tiala of their wrath let them remem• 
be.r that their shaft& do rot touch u1, becauae 
we will carry forward tbe struggle in which 
we are engaged in etriot obedience to the 
Brit11h Conetdution, and with no disloyal 
1entiment eeoa.ping our hps. With them 
0 the wi1h is father to the thought;" 1t is 
because they de!ire annexation that they 
love Confederation and the principles which 
it embodies rather than monarchical princi• 
plea. When they charge dieloyal sentunents 
on our people they had better Bee where their 
own pnnoiplea are leading them. Mr. Darby, 
in h11 report on the fisheries, eaye ·-

" The Provinces hive long desired expan­
sion. Their territory contracts as it runs 
easterly, and presents in a northern latitade 
a narrow front on the Atlantic. New Eng­
]and lies between Canada and the se&. A few 
years since, the Halifax .Morning Journal, 
an influential paper of Nova Scotia., presented 
a plan for annexation, from which we make 
the following extracts, viz. . 'In the much 
wiahed-for event of a co.nsolidation of the 
Colonies. the possession of Maine 1s of vast 
importance; more, perhaps, tba.n we have 
been wont to imagine. A glance at the map 
win show, that at present she deitroys the 
sYmtnetry of the propoaed confederation.­
She stands like a wedge driven up to the butt 
in a foreign country, and it gnes rise to the 
idea that but a few more blows are needed to 
effect a complete 11epar1.tion of Canada and 
New Brunswick. Nor is it symmetry alone 
which demands the annexation of Maine; 
there are other reasons of far greater im• 
portance why this !hould, 1f posa1ble, be 
effected, and which we propose to set plainly 
forth 1n this article.' 

'' The Nova Scotia plan did not take-it was 
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I .. d ~ premature. t ia cite here merely to 1how 

the aapirationa of the Coloniea, and u a pre­
cedent for tb111 discu.saioa, for it makea an­
nexatien a Provincial meuure. We can af­
ford to be more generou1 and give to the 
Provinaial plan a ehape more comprehensive, 
more atat.esmanlike, more coneistent with the 
rights of all.'' 

Here then we have a Confederate Journal, 
which. now braga ot its loyalt;y, foreeba.dow• 
i.ng tbe gronnd-work of• Soheme by which 
the Coloniea were to be handed over to the 
United Statea, and :vet we are the d11loyal 
men. Our accuser, are very loyal men, bat 
WMJhington gold might pombly o•ercome 
their loyally. What are we tn think when 
we have annexation senuments proclaimed 
by the preie of Balifu, and when a portion 
of the people with whom it was the intention 
to confederate us haTe petitioned for adm1s• 
e10n to the American Gnion? I, tha.t the 
people with whom we are to join in order to 
b111ld up a new nationality. la a union form­
ed with such a coUJ?try hkely t::> be ~ sobd 
and permanent one under the British Crown? 
Another idea thrown out wa1 that unless we 
went into the union the Briti1h government 
would ca.st u1 off. Why 1hould they do eo ? 

Nova Scotia came forward and pat her Mili­
tia into a aound state of organization, when 
Canada wu quarrelliDg about her Militia 
bill•. and when her government was attacked 
for propo,ing a Mibtia grant. Great Brit&i:a, 
I take it, des1re1 that we should do our duty, 
and let us be onoe out of Confederation and 
the people will meet their wishes by provid­
ing for their defence in every reasonable way, 
-but in 110 providing let 1t be undeutood 
that we have no wars, no national States.-we 
are in the po1ition of the son to the father, 
the father ruling. the ■on eDJoying security 
and peace. We have nothing to defend our­
selves again1t;-if a war 1bould break oat 
to-morrow between Great Britain and another 
power, we would not be consulted., bnt we 
might be obli~ed to asli8t m. bearinc the 
brunt of it We would do eo willingly in 
t1nbordmat1on to the Crown and Imperial 
government, becan!e we desire-to uphold the 
glory of the British flag, but while domg BO 
we deny the right of a leg1el1tare, elected 
for no suoh purpose, to sweep away our con­
stitution and to place ue under the domina­
t10n of a eovemment removed beyond our 
control. It time permitted I might refer to 
the geographical po1ition of these Provinces 
We have territory enough for thirty etatee, 
we have vaat tracts of wilderneu country, 
1tretching to the Paciffo and back to the 
Rocky Mountains, in which there 1s not a 
man to build • fort or man a. ,zun. We have 
four milhon1 of people sc1ttered over half a. 
continent, and with 1ueh a country-with 
scarcely an inhabitant to a equare nule-we 
are asked to believe that we are in a position 
to found a new nationality. The idea is 
truly ab1urd, and can leAd to but one result. 
Nova Scotia will be no party to so monmtrous 
a proposition. Nova. Scotia. sake, loyally .. 
conahtnhonslly asks for a repeal of this 
most obnoxious act upon the following, 
among other grounds· 

1st. Because the conetitution of Nova 
Scotia being a charter granted to this coun-
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try by the British Government, giving th& 
people tbe right of 1elf-gove.m1nent-the 
r!ght of ~Iatiog their own trade and 
commerce-the mireetricted right or diepos­
ing ot their own revenues, and the power or 
genert.1 legielation under euch oonatituion­
cannot be mat~riallr altued or changed 
without the ft&nction of the people. 

2nd. Because the people of Noft Scotia 
have been no partie11 to the alten.tion of the 
constitution. but on the contrary have used 
every available means to prevent the paumg 
of the "Br1tieh North America Act," and by 
petition to the Legislature, and by loyal sd­
dreesea to the Queen, and bj' petitions to the 
Imper1al Parliament of England, ha.ve pro­
teated apinat the Confederation of this Pro­
vince with Canada. 

3rd Bee&uee a. m•jority of the Legitl&tnre 
of Nova Scotia. who uaurped the power of 
Iegi1Iating upon Conkder,tion were elected 
and held their 1eat1 under the const1tut1on 
they attempted to deatroy, and by frHd and 
deception mitled the GoTernment ot'Engla.nd 
by declaring that they repre,iented the 'riew1 
and wisbes of the people of Nova Scotia. 

4th. Beest18e thP 0 Br1tith North America 
Act'' deprivt8 us of con1titutional rights r.nd 
privileges enJoyed by Nova Scetia for a e en• 
tur!-which Act wu formed in contemptu.ous 
defiance of such rights and privile,:ea. 

5th. Becan11e a willing s11bmi1e1on to the 
provision11 of that enactment will stamp the 
people of Nova Scotia aa l!enile depend •nte 
upon Canadian charity. 

6th. Becauee it has deapoited ua of oar re­
venues-deprived ua of the right of reg, ilat• 
1ng our tariff, and placed the power of tax.• 
ing the mdostry and resourcea of this c oun­
try in a Canadian Government, over l\ ·hich 
we can exerciee no control 

7th Becaw,e the Journal of this Lei pl!ll&­
tnre show that Canada has sought thus Con­
fedention not becsuee she desired to p .erpe­
tuate Br1ti1h institutions upon thie cont inent 
-not by reuon of ber love for the old flag 
and her loyal devotion to the BritiBh c1 •own, 
but because of the shameful and diegr: Lceful 
fueds and faction fights between Upper and 
Lower Canada. which had rendered cor ,sti.tu­
tional government in that country a akam 
snd delusion-which had made her public 
men contemptible in the eyes of the we ,rld,­
and having brought their country to thie 
humiliating and degraded position, they 
sought to drag in the free, prospero na and 
happy Province11 of Nova Scotia ar ,d Ng 
Brunswick under Confederation ae 61mallt. 
weight!!," in order, if possible, t , relieve 
themselves of the disadvantages unr Ler which 
they la.bored 

8th. Becau1e the Union of the Maritime 
Provinces with Canada, under sur 1h ciroum­
etanceB, will lead to the moet de plorable re­
sulte; and, if not repealeJ will , 1ooner or 
later, eventute in diHl!lter to the whole 

9th Because the Governme a.t of the so­
called D&minxon has already e- .atered upon a 
most extravagant eystem of ex penditure, not 
warranted by the rennues of the Dominion, 
and will result in taxing etill., further the rate­
payers of thia country. 

10th. Because the acquisi tion of new terri­
tory by the Dominion of C· mada is a eource 

ofwe&kneu to the so-ea.lied Confedeation, 
and may l'el'lllt in iDTolving this Promce ha 
b1nkrupt<>y and ruin. 

11 tb. Beo&111e thil oountey cannot adopt 
the abnrd idea embodied in the Brit11b North 
.A.menca Act, by which British Amenoa, em­
bracing half a contiunt with • 1parae popu­
la.tion I ia to be goTernecl and controlled by 
a government at Ottawa-the provinces of 
Ontario and Qaebec being the controling 
power,. 

12th. Because the people of Nov• Scotia 
cannot recognize the necemty of a1111mmg 
hab1hties for the defence of Bntilh Columbia, 
or of })lacing tbemeelves in • po1it1or,, t.o be. 
called upon a.t any time to defend a country 
tbous111de of m1lea away. 

13th. Because the alleged fact that tlte 
Legislature of British Columbi& hu petition­
ed to be received into the United States of 
Amerie& is ct.lculatcd to weaken any union 
of the whole of British America, and taken 
in connection with the fact that a portion of 
the poc,ple of Canada ban heretofore exhibit­
ed by d1eloyal and trea1onable manifeatation1 
their repugnance to Britieh monarchia.l in• 
flhtat1ons, and their preference for thoae of 
the United St•tea, leads the people of Nova 
Seoti& to repudiate any connection with 
Pro•moea disaffected toward.a the Brit11h 
Crown. 

14th. Becau~the imposition of a atamp act 
and the incre&de iu the ta.riff are mo1t tyran• 
nical and oppre11ive, calculated to cramp 
the e:1p1118ion of trade, to retard tbe proepe. 
nty of the country, and to exact money from 
our people for the benefit .of Canada, and 
without m any way bene6.tting tbe people 
of Nova Scotia. 

15th. Because the allows.nee of 80 centa 
per head, and the annual aubSidy granted 
from the Dominion Government, is no com­
peneation for the lal'ge sums taken from ua 
by Canada, and will be wholly inadequate to 
meet the increasing wants of this oountry. 

16th. Because above all Nova Scotia repu­
diates this Dominion, and asks for repeal be­
cause her people were not consulted upon the 
mea!ure-wh1le the people of New Brunswick 
and the other Maritime .Pronncea h•~e been 
allowed to determine for themselves whether 
or not they would be confederated with Ca­
nada. 

For the1e reasons th11 Legislature and this 
Government aak the British Government for 
a Repeal of the Br1ti1h North A_meric& Aot 
so far as it relates to Nova Seoba. I hope 
that when our lo:yal address is presented to 
Her MaJesty 1t will have the desired effect, 
and that our delegates will bring baok to us 
the restoration of our nghti, and privilegea. 
When we look at the United States, and con­
sider-the internecine war, the effects of which 
are still preying on the viuhty of the coun­
try-when we see the dis&ffection prevailmg 
in Canada, and find the pubbc records 
ch&l'ged with that which 1h1kes our confi,. 
dence in her statesmen, ia it any wonder that 
we turn from Washington to London-to 
London, the metropolis of the world-Lon­
don, with its abbeys containing the dust of 
men whose fame ii!! handed down to pol!terity? 
There is the Empire to which we w11h to be­
long; we do not deeire a. union with the back 



country or Canada, but a union with the Em­
pire of Britain. Thai Empue i1 larae 
enough tor our ideu; the upinbone of our 
people lead them to eeek noth1.0g that would 
alienate ua from the old fiag, or break off the 
connection with the parent wtituhona,-but 
they aeek rather to be drawn closer, so tha, 
an Enghahmau or Scotchman may feel, when 
he come, to Bntiah Amenca, that he has Jlot 
left one half hIB manhood behind him. Our 
delegates will eo to England, and lay the 
!entiment.! coming from the people at the 
foot of the Throne. When they have pre­
Eented the case they have m hand, I rely on 
1t that the Queen, who can do no wrong, will 
give back to u1 what has been wrongfa.lly 
and fraudulently taken away. In the mean• 
time let us pos1eas our !louls in patience. I 
rejoice to 11ee the bold et~nd wh1oh the people 
are taking tbroughout the country at lthe 
meeting■ which are being held, and I did not 
wonder yesterday at the flash of pride that 
mantled the faoe of the hon. member for Yar­
mouth &1 he preaented the petition from bis 
noble county on th11 subJect. The eenhments 
which are coming up to ua every day do cre­
dit to the feelmga of the people-they 1how 
that ~he right• of Br1tona are well under­
stood and appreciated among 118. Had our 
people bowed down in servile 1ubmis1ion to 
their ralere9 they wou!d have become the 
mere lick!p1ttles of the people of Canada; 
buhhow1Dg, ae they hue done, the determi­
nat10n that. God being their helper, they 
will fight thi! battle to tb.e bitter end, we may 
defy any power to coerce U:! into compliance. 
~ova Scot1an1 are terribly in ea.rneat in this 
matter, and while remaining loyal to tb& 
con11tit11hon, will take care not to be led 
away by w11l-o'-w1sps or any loud blus­
ter1ngs of the enemies of our people. 

Our enem1et1 may ply sll the arta of fal!e• 
hood and fraud, but we are determined to 
!!!tand upon the sentiment that to Nova 
S-!ohans beloDgs Nova Scotia. Our rights 
.ue as de~r to us as tbo!e of the people of 
.Eogland, and while doing battle for those 
r1gbtB, and wh1Ie ca.rr.},ne- the petitions of 
our people to England, I believe that ten 
thouaand pr&yerfl will be offered up for our 
ea.use. Our clergy, m11tead of praying 
again1t ua, will ytt come to the rescue of 
their country, and tbe God of battles will 
defend the right Such men ae D'Arcy Mc­
Gee may talk and threaten about the M1htia, 
and the course that w1U be pureued to c~rce 
us, but we say to them that it does not he in 
their mouths to teach u1 loyalty to the 
Crown, until they take back the threats and 
libels which they have hurled at our Queen 
and Constitution. . fn cQnfiding. then, tll', in 
tbe Juetice of our ea. uee, in the w1edom of the 
Parhament of Eo~la ud, and upon t:ie sym11 
pathies of the Qaeen, we have met this great 
quest10n calmly and constitut1onaUy. We 
have :.:io de.sire to treat it in any other man­
ner. We ha.ve no wish for the storm or tem­
pest, but we are askrng for our r1glJts, out 
of which we have been wronged, and the 
people of Canada may aa well understand 
taat the people of this eountry do not intend 
wilhngly to 1ubwt tot .he provisions of the 
British North Amerw"' Aot. 

With these ob1ervati ~ns, eir, I beg leave to 
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second the resolutions now upon the table of 
the House. 

Mr. PuiEo, in the abaence-ofMr. Blanchard. 
laid on the table, by way of notice. aeveral 
amendment, to the reaolu tious, inti:natmg 
that Mr. Blanchard would move them regu-
1 uly when he wa1 able to be in hi• place. 
(The amendment1 will be given at the con­
clm!ion of Mr. Blancha?'d's apeeoh.) 

The debate was adJourned. 
The House then &d]ourned. 

TLESDAY, Feb. lltb 

The Bouse met at three o,clock 
Mr. KID:m,~ presented a. petition from N 

)Iclnnell. of Inverne111, a.gain1t tbe retarn of 
Hiram Blanchard, E!q., which wu l11d on 
the table unttl 8&turday next 

DON. JIB. F'LY.Nr-,s 8PEECD. 

Hon. E P FLYNN then said .-In r11ing to 
addreas the House on the resolutions which 
have been introduced so ably by the Hon. 
Attorney General, I feel that I ca.n add no" 
thing new to a anhJeot which hu already oc­
cupied 10 mncb pub he attention in th11 coun­
try, and one that b&e been so thoroughly 
dt,bated in all 1ta aspects o.n the floors of the 
House, 1n the prees, an1 at every huahng, 
in tlie Province. I ha ~e not the vanity to 
euppoae for an instant that I can 1nve1t t.be 
queat1on w1t?1 &uy novelty, or deal with 
it with thst eloquence exhibited by those 
patriotic men who have eo nobly advocated 
the intereata of the people. The numerous 
ev1le re11ulting to this ProTince from a union 
with Canada under the terms of the British 
North America .Act, and the great inJuetice 
done to the people by forcing them into a 
political connection, never sought for or de­
sired by them .. have been 110 clearly illustra• 
ted daring the recent session of the Domin• 
ion Pa rhament, that I think I would be hard­
ly Justified in occupying the time of this 
House by any lengthy remarks with reference 
to that part of the a,ubJect. Bat I would be 
unfaithful to the truat reposed in me, and 
fall to d11oharge the obhgatiom I owe to those 
who have honored me with. their confidence 
by elec ting me to a seat in this House, nor 
would 1 be true to the convictions of my own 
mind, z nd the feelings which animate me 1 if 
I did n, >t avail m;self of this opportunity of 
record1n g my moet solemn and emph&t1c pro­
te1t a!rai nst the unfairneea of the Act of 
Union, a 1 well ae agamst the oppresaivc sud 
u::iconstn utional method by wh1cn. 1t wae 
adopted Notw1thlt:ind1ng what may be 
f!aid by :ts advocates to the contrary, I 
hold thi>t a question of each vital mo­
ment, aod effectmg 20 complete acd ra.di• 
C$l c,bange \J m the rnstLtutwns of this 
country, should never ha Ye been sa.nctioned 
by the Im.t, erial Pa.rl.a:nent, without its 
ha.i.ing had 1he most conclusive evidence 
that an unmrnt1ka.bly autbenuc expression 
of toe popula .. w1n 1n its fa.vo-;: b&d taken 
phce~ when u !)On f.>rmer occasions the 
schemo of Union was d1Ecusaed m this Legisla­
ture It hu been declared that the opponent! 
of Uzuon have fa}ied to adduoe preoedent or 


