
country or Canada, but a union with the Em­
pire of Britain. Thai Empue i1 larae 
enough tor our ideu; the upinbone of our 
people lead them to eeek noth1.0g that would 
alienate ua from the old fiag, or break off the 
connection with the parent wtituhona,-but 
they aeek rather to be drawn closer, so tha, 
an Enghahmau or Scotchman may feel, when 
he come, to Bntiah Amenca, that he has Jlot 
left one half hIB manhood behind him. Our 
delegates will eo to England, and lay the 
!entiment.! coming from the people at the 
foot of the Throne. When they have pre­
Eented the case they have m hand, I rely on 
1t that the Queen, who can do no wrong, will 
give back to u1 what has been wrongfa.lly 
and fraudulently taken away. In the mean• 
time let us pos1eas our !louls in patience. I 
rejoice to 11ee the bold et~nd wh1oh the people 
are taking tbroughout the country at lthe 
meeting■ which are being held, and I did not 
wonder yesterday at the flash of pride that 
mantled the faoe of the hon. member for Yar­
mouth &1 he preaented the petition from bis 
noble county on th11 subJect. The eenhments 
which are coming up to ua every day do cre­
dit to the feelmga of the people-they 1how 
that ~he right• of Br1tona are well under­
stood and appreciated among 118. Had our 
people bowed down in servile 1ubmis1ion to 
their ralere9 they wou!d have become the 
mere lick!p1ttles of the people of Canada; 
buhhow1Dg, ae they hue done, the determi­
nat10n that. God being their helper, they 
will fight thi! battle to tb.e bitter end, we may 
defy any power to coerce U:! into compliance. 
~ova Scot1an1 are terribly in ea.rneat in this 
matter, and while remaining loyal to tb& 
con11tit11hon, will take care not to be led 
away by w11l-o'-w1sps or any loud blus­
ter1ngs of the enemies of our people. 

Our enem1et1 may ply sll the arta of fal!e• 
hood and fraud, but we are determined to 
!!!tand upon the sentiment that to Nova 
S-!ohans beloDgs Nova Scotia. Our rights 
.ue as de~r to us as tbo!e of the people of 
.Eogland, and while doing battle for those 
r1gbtB, and wh1Ie ca.rr.},ne- the petitions of 
our people to England, I believe that ten 
thouaand pr&yerfl will be offered up for our 
ea.use. Our clergy, m11tead of praying 
again1t ua, will ytt come to the rescue of 
their country, and tbe God of battles will 
defend the right Such men ae D'Arcy Mc­
Gee may talk and threaten about the M1htia, 
and the course that w1U be pureued to c~rce 
us, but we say to them that it does not he in 
their mouths to teach u1 loyalty to the 
Crown, until they take back the threats and 
libels which they have hurled at our Queen 
and Constitution. . fn cQnfiding. then, tll', in 
tbe Juetice of our ea. uee, in the w1edom of the 
Parhament of Eo~la ud, and upon t:ie sym11 
pathies of the Qaeen, we have met this great 
quest10n calmly and constitut1onaUy. We 
have :.:io de.sire to treat it in any other man­
ner. We ha.ve no wish for the storm or tem­
pest, but we are askrng for our r1glJts, out 
of which we have been wronged, and the 
people of Canada may aa well understand 
taat the people of this eountry do not intend 
wilhngly to 1ubwt tot .he provisions of the 
British North Amerw"' Aot. 

With these ob1ervati ~ns, eir, I beg leave to 
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second the resolutions now upon the table of 
the House. 

Mr. PuiEo, in the abaence-ofMr. Blanchard. 
laid on the table, by way of notice. aeveral 
amendment, to the reaolu tious, inti:natmg 
that Mr. Blanchard would move them regu-
1 uly when he wa1 able to be in hi• place. 
(The amendment1 will be given at the con­
clm!ion of Mr. Blancha?'d's apeeoh.) 

The debate was adJourned. 
The House then &d]ourned. 

TLESDAY, Feb. lltb 

The Bouse met at three o,clock 
Mr. KID:m,~ presented a. petition from N 

)Iclnnell. of Inverne111, a.gain1t tbe retarn of 
Hiram Blanchard, E!q., which wu l11d on 
the table unttl 8&turday next 

DON. JIB. F'LY.Nr-,s 8PEECD. 

Hon. E P FLYNN then said .-In r11ing to 
addreas the House on the resolutions which 
have been introduced so ably by the Hon. 
Attorney General, I feel that I ca.n add no" 
thing new to a anhJeot which hu already oc­
cupied 10 mncb pub he attention in th11 coun­
try, and one that b&e been so thoroughly 
dt,bated in all 1ta aspects o.n the floors of the 
House, 1n the prees, an1 at every huahng, 
in tlie Province. I ha ~e not the vanity to 
euppoae for an instant that I can 1nve1t t.be 
queat1on w1t?1 &uy novelty, or deal with 
it with thst eloquence exhibited by those 
patriotic men who have eo nobly advocated 
the intereata of the people. The numerous 
ev1le re11ulting to this ProTince from a union 
with Canada under the terms of the British 
North America .Act, and the great inJuetice 
done to the people by forcing them into a 
political connection, never sought for or de­
sired by them .. have been 110 clearly illustra• 
ted daring the recent session of the Domin• 
ion Pa rhament, that I think I would be hard­
ly Justified in occupying the time of this 
House by any lengthy remarks with reference 
to that part of the a,ubJect. Bat I would be 
unfaithful to the truat reposed in me, and 
fall to d11oharge the obhgatiom I owe to those 
who have honored me with. their confidence 
by elec ting me to a seat in this House, nor 
would 1 be true to the convictions of my own 
mind, z nd the feelings which animate me 1 if 
I did n, >t avail m;self of this opportunity of 
record1n g my moet solemn and emph&t1c pro­
te1t a!rai nst the unfairneea of the Act of 
Union, a 1 well ae agamst the oppresaivc sud 
u::iconstn utional method by wh1cn. 1t wae 
adopted Notw1thlt:ind1ng what may be 
f!aid by :ts advocates to the contrary, I 
hold thi>t a question of each vital mo­
ment, aod effectmg 20 complete acd ra.di• 
C$l c,bange \J m the rnstLtutwns of this 
country, should never ha Ye been sa.nctioned 
by the Im.t, erial Pa.rl.a:nent, without its 
ha.i.ing had 1he most conclusive evidence 
that an unmrnt1ka.bly autbenuc expression 
of toe popula .. w1n 1n its fa.vo-;: b&d taken 
phce~ when u !)On f.>rmer occasions the 
schemo of Union was d1Ecusaed m this Legisla­
ture It hu been declared that the opponent! 
of Uzuon have fa}ied to adduoe preoedent or 
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authority in proof of the incompetency of 
Parliament to carry the measure, without 
1ubmitting it to the people at the polls. Bat 
it bu alway■ appeared to my mind that 
:t wu the advocates of Union who failed to 
ehow 1n the whole history of i3rihsh and colo• 
nial legislation a precedent or authority Jurti­
fying 1uch a summary destruction of our 
constitution, not only without our content, 
but against our expresaed wi1hea. We are 
all a.ware that Parliament po!lesses un• 
limited powers whilat acting under the oon­
!titution, but whilst admitting that, will any 
one venture to &Siert that the Parliament of 
England has the constitutional right to 
annex that country to France without 
the con1ent of the people ? Certainly 
not. Therefore, how tnuch atronger 1s 
the argument when applied to tse late Legis­
lature restricted 111 1t was by expreas statutory 
rega.lat1ons. and 1nth powers clearly de­
fined and strictly guarded ? Whilst admit• 
ting the 6Upremacy of Parliament in all 
things under the constitution, I deny the 
right auumed by the members of the la£t 
Houae in bartering away our conatitution, 
and handing to Canada our rights and re­
venue without our consent. The constitu■ 
tionahty of thi1 qae!tion has been handled 
with much ability by ~entlemen on a pre­
vious occasion, that I would not feel at 
liberty to trouble the Hou1e at any length 
on that part of the subJect; bat there are a 
few extract■ which have come under my 
observation, which, with the permisaion of 
hon. members, I will read to the Hoose I 
shall first read from a Speech of the Bight 
Hon. Henry Grattan -

" Parliament is not the proprietor, but the 
tru,tee; and the people the proprietor, and 
not the property. Parliament 1s called tJ 
make laws, not to elect law-makers; it ii a 
body in one branch of delegates, in DJ one 
branch of electors, asBembled to exercise the 
functions of parliament, not to choose or 
mubst1tute another parliament for the di1-
charge of its own duty; 1t is a trustee, and 
like every trustee, without a power to trans• 
fer or hand over the trust A mizerable 
quibble it iB to suppose, because delegated to 
make law, it bas, therefoPe. a right to make·a 
law to destroy 1t! own law-making, or super­
sede 1t~ own dele~at1on, precluded a.s 1t is by 
the eseential nature of its tru!t from annul­
ling its own authority, and transferring the 
power of 1t~ creator, the society, to another 
country; 1t is appointed for a. limited time to 
ex.ercire the legi!lative power for the use and 
benefit of the people, and therefore precludecl 
from transferrIDg, and transferring forever, 
that legislative power to the people of ano­
ther country; it 1s appointed, entrcst:!d, cre-­
a.ted, &nd ordained, not only to exerc!se the 
legis!s.tive powerfl of t~c soc1ety, but also to 
preserve her rights, and instead of &boh8hrng 
them by eurrender ... n; them t.:> another- coun­
try, tC) return them at stated periods, unim­
p:ured, und1mmished, to the people from 
whom 1t received t~em." 

"The power of the legislllttive," says Mr. 
Locke, '' being derived from the people by a 
positive volcntary grant and institution, can 
be 110 other than what t!iat po!itive grant 
conveyed, which beiDg only to make law■ and 

not legislatora. the legislative can ban no 
power to transrer tbeir authority of matin1 
law1, and placing it in otaer hand■, the 
legialatne neither must, nor can. tranafer 
the power of making law1 to anybody elle, 
or pl&ee it anywhere. but where the people 
have.'' 

"The Ieiislature," ■1y1 Mr. Locke, "1a 
not only 1apreme, but sacred and unaltera­
ble in the hands in which the community 
have placed it : th\lngh 1t be a 8Upreme pow­
er in every commonwet.lth, yet it u1 nc,t and 
cannot be arbitrary over the hve11 and for­
tunes of the people." 

Mr. Ba!hel says : " Indeed it i1 difficult 
to give limits to the mere abetract compe.tence 
of the supreme power. but the hm1t1 of a 
moral competence, 1ubJect1ng occuional will 
to permanent rea■on, and to the eteady mai:­
ims of faith, Juahce, and fixed fnndamental 
pohoy, are perfectly intellig1ble, and perftct­
ly binding on those who exerciae any t.utho­
rity under any n•me or under any title in 
the ftlte. The House of Lords is not morally 
competent to diaolve itielf, nor to abdicate, 
if it would, 1ts portion ot the legislature of 
the klDgdom. By as 1troni, or a atronger 
reaaon, the House of Common, cannot re 
nounce its ■bare of authority. The engage-­
ment and pact of socuty which generally 
goes by the name of oon1htut1on. forb1d! 
such innovation and 1uch BU'!'render. The 
conit1taent parts of a etate m111,t hold their 
public faith with each other, and 1nth all 
tho■e who derive a 1enou1 interest under 
their engagement, &B much aa the whole state 
i8 bound to keep 1ta faith with 1eparate com­
munities. Otberwiae competence and power 
would be entirely confounded, and no law 
left but the will of a prevailing force." 

H The collective body of the people,'' says 
Boling broke, " delegate but do not give up~ 
traast, but do not ahenate tbeir right ud 
power There i1 something which a parli1• 
ment cannot do; & parliament cannot annul 
the constitution. The legistature 18 a SU• 
preme, but not an arbitrary power." 

" The power of Kings, L.Jrds, and Com­
mone, ·' says J uniu1, u is not an arbitrary 
power. They are the tra■tees, not the own• 
era of the e■tate. The fee simple is in m; 
they cannot alienate. they cannot wute. 
When we say the Jegulature 11 aupreme, we 
mean that 1t is the highest power known to 
the constitution, that it i8 the bighe!t m com­
parison with the other subordinate powers 
eate.bhshed by the la.ws. In th111 1ense the 
word supreme is relative, not absolute The 
power of the legislature is limited, not only 
by the ~eneral rules of natnr&l Justice and 
the welt1.re of the community, but by the 
forms and principles of our particular con­
stitution.'' 

The principles !!Lid down in thel!e extract! 
seem to be so perfectly in accordance with 
the Brit1sh constitution anJ the dictates 
of common 1ense, that I unhesitatingly 
adopt them as conclusive. Even 1f the Union 
were calculated to confer on Nova s~oha. all 
the benefits so fiippant'.y predicted by 1t! ad­
voca.tes and promoters in the last House, they 
were nenrtheless bound to submit the mea, 
eure to the people for their approval. Had 
th~y done 10 at the proper time, as iheJ 



shonld ha.e done, like honest men and f&ith • 
fol gaardiaos of the trn!t rtpoeed in them, 
•II the J)1'Nent exci~ment in connection 
with the question wonld bne been avoid­
ed The men who were ehief!r in1trumental 
rn paa!ing thu Umon, have attempted to 
JD!flfy their po11tion and conduct by shhng 
t nat the people were actnally in favor of it. 
In the d11cu~eion of this que1tion, pr~vioua 
to it! considerat10n by th9 Imperial Parlia­
ment. it wae a1eerted by a l•ading member of 
this Hou~e that the rntelligent public senti• 
ment cf Nova Scotia was in favor of Union. 
A more nnfounded and deliberately untrne 
atatement wa1 never before uttered in this 
Howe. In proof of the untruthfalnesa of 
that etAt~ment, I need only refer to the elec­
tions held last autumn, when we saw the 
people of every 1ection of the country voting 
agamst the Uaion scheme ,nth an un11nim1•y 
unparalleled in the hiEt~ry of any country. 
Such w111 the hostility manifested by the 
mea1nre, th11t out of fifly-seven repreeentaw 
tive11, only three were retnrned to Enstain it, 
and those by exceedrngly emall majorities. 
So fr.r from the country ehowrng an intelli­
i.ent pubhc sentiment ID favor of Union, it ie 
decidedly opposed to it. Even here m the 
metropolitan county, where intelligence and 
wealth are ropposed to predomina.te, and 
where, it waa alleged, the grer.te1,t benefit11 
wonld accrue from the measure. by m11kin2: 
Hahfax the terminus of the Inttrcolon111I 
Railway, 1nd 1111 a con!eqnence the Liverpool 
of Briti&h America-five memben were re­
turned to oppose the scheme. It bas 11180 been 
et1ted that the people of this province, in 
voting as they did, were 11ctn1ted by r. desire 
to pnnish the men who denied them the conati­
tntional right to pass upon the me11ture, rather 
than by any serious ohJection to Union 1t,elf. 
The fallacy of this statement ie 10 appa-rent 
thtt.t it needs no refut1tion from me Will 
not the N' ova Scotia party in this House bear 
te5t1mony to the contrary? It is true they 
pumslied the men who ignored their r:ght!, 
and con~idered them wantme- in intelligence 
to pr:monnce upon the merits or demeri-t, of 
one of the most momenbns questions ever 
offered for public consideration It is true, 
they punished the men who, by an arbitrary 
exercise of power, deprived them of their 
constitutional right of self-government, who 
handed them oter to extravagant and profli­
gate Canadian pQhticians, and gave them the 
power ot exacting from ne the necessary 
funds to cury on their projects or their pro• 
fiigancy; out the political prerogative which 
gave them the power to pnnieh the barterers 
of their country's independence, invested 
them at the eame time with the privilege of 
condemnmg a un100 forced upon them by 
frand and intrigue-a nnion tha.t, so long 
as they remained in it, mnet leave their com­
merce, their conmhtution, and their h bertiee 
dependent aoon the will and caprice of every 
Dominion Ministry, and they now demand of 
us, as their repreeentMivee, t( at we uee every 
constitutional means in onr power to relearn 
them from the JDJU~tic~ and llppresRion of an 
act which in their ooimou bas neither a. legal 
nor a moral force It bas now been moat con­
clnaively !hown that from the inception of 
this measure np to the present moment the 
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Ol'erwhelming majority of the people h~ve 
always unm1etakably manifested an nneon­
que:-ablerepugnanee to it. They clearly nw 
tll,t 10 a Honse of 181 members, their 1!) 
would be powerle~s to affect anything in 
their interests; that by this Union they would 
give up their deamt rights and privileg­
their conshttttion and their libuty-for a 
wretched mod1cnm m a Canadian partner­
ahip, and become dependent npon majorities 
composed of men who cared nothing about 
the welf&re, sympathized less with the f~l­
;ngs, and knew nothing of the want,, of 
Nova Scotia. Whilst rnch are the feelingt-of 
the people of this Provrnce, it is impoesible 
that a resl and solid nnion, not dependrng on 
an act or P11rhament, but upon the mutnal 
1nteree!J and the mntne.l affection! of the 
people, oonla bi' perm&nently established 
For upwards of a century, both Provinces 
have advanced from infancy to manhood, 
under the mg,s of the Br1tieh Crown. We 
were alwaysw111ing to entertain and act npon 
every reasonable proposition fur free and nn· 
restricted commercial intercourse, but ever 
jealone tnd watchfol of onr poltt1cal rights 
and privilege11 By II free interaoune of trade, 
or commercial nnion, both Province8' might 
have proepered, without rivalry or Jealousv, 
rn 11epar11te persons, bat having united inter: 
e■ts, under tte protection of our connnon 
parent-the Crown and Government of Eng­
land Instead of the people of this Province 
deririn~ political connection with Canada, 
they mstmctively ehrink from it They ns.­
turally drer.ded a poli11c11l connection w1tb a 
conntry in which they beheld 11 wa.stefal ex• 
travagance on the part of her pnbhc men, 
and, nnder a high t11.r1lf, annual deficit• in 
her revenne , while they eaw their own 
country. with a low tariff, making rapid 
strides ID commercial and political activity, 
r.nd ha.vrng an annually increasing surplus 
ID our revenue, after mskrng the most liberal 
allowances for cur various wr.nts and require­
ments, e.od er;o~rn~ a degree of pro1perity 
not 5Urpaescd by any of the eister Coloniew 
It was ~t,teJ by the bt~ Financial Secre­
t11ry 1n this Hou!e, last eees1on, that in ten 
years we had trebled our reven11e w1tbont 
mcreaml tuation-tbat at the end of every 
~ear smce 1862, there wss a large increase 
over the mcome of the preceding year; and 
th1e l!tatement we find correlt when we com­
pars the Cm tJme revenue of 1856 with that 
of 1866 In 1856 we had a revenne of $571,­
:iSS, and in 1866, Sl,226,198 ; from thete 
fi6ure~ lt will be perceived that m ten years 
we he.d a1most trebled our revenue w1thont 
11ddmg t~ our tariff Had th1e etate of com­
roercisl activity continued IDcreasmg for the 
,1Jext decade, and we have every reason to 
behe\"e th!I.I 1t would, this Provmce wonld 
htt.ve presented a deeree of prosperity trnly 
gra.tify1n;: to e~ery Non Scotian. But, e1~, 
this forced and unfair Union, while it lasts, 
forbids as to hope for prospenty and happi­
ne~s We beholl ID the future nothing bat 
misrry, eubJect1ou, and degndstion ; and 
bec&U5e the peoole reek by constitutional 
meaoe to free themsel vee from this vile bond­
age, they arc branded ae trr.i ton and rebels­
repe&tedly ha.1 the charge of disloyalty been 
made against the men who hr.n had the firm-
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hen and patriotitm to oppote a measure 
which they clearly u.w would be deatructne 
of the hberties of then- country. This 1lan­
der-this calumny, ha1 not been made ag&m1t 
the 1m1ll minority, bo.t ag11n1t the over• 
wbelmine: maJonty of the people of thia Pro­
vnice But, air, 1t ia untrae that the people 
who oppoae this measure are dialoya.l-far in 
no pare of the .Br1tim Dominions can be 
found loyalty and attachment to the Parent 
Country of so pure and genuine a character 
a.a that for which the people of this Province 
have ever been distinguished Our lo71lty 1s 
of that nature which flows from the heart 
without e.ffvrt. It is to prearve that loyalty 
in all its purity unt&n1ted and unaallied, 
that they now eeek to te freed from • degra­
ding vassalage, which daily tends to slienate 
us frGm allegiance to the British Crown. 

The British Parh1ment, press, and people, 
were deceived by the false repre!entat1ons 
made to them, as D.Dpears by the preamble to 
the Imperial Act; and without g1vrng the 
mes!ure that careful and deliber&te cons1de. 
ration its magnitude demanded, it was hur­
ried through the Legislature, assuming, as 
we are led to beheve, from reading the pre­
mmble, that the people of this Provmce 
desired to be confederated to Canada. Bat, 
1nr, never wa1 f&lsehood more glaring and 
unqualified th&n that which the preamble 
containe. Am I not fally borne out in this 
usertion when I look around these benches. 
and out of tbirtv-eight gentlemen, see thuty-
81.X who b&,'Ve been tent here by men of every 
shade and hue of political op1mon to declare 
to the British Parliament that the preamble 
to tb.i1 Act of Union is false; and that so far 
from the people desmng to be confederated, 
they loathe and detest the measure, and now 
eagerly long to be released from the grievan .. 
ces to which 1t subJects them. The advo­
cates of this wrong and spoila.hon perpetra­
ted on their country, (who fortunately are 
few), ende!t.Vor to m&ke the people behe\"e 
that their efforts for a repeal of the Act w1JI 
be uIU1ucceesful. That weahall be told by the 
Brit~h Parh21ment they can do nothing for 
as-that we muat rema.m in this Union; or, 
ae they term 1t, accept the eitu&t1on. 

Butt sir, I entertain a strong opinion to the 
contrary , let us address the Brltlsh Parlia­
ment 1n la.nguage conve_ying the eentiment.s 
embodied in the re1olutions submitted-" De­
ce1v~ by fraud and mnircpreeentation, and 
from a reckless disregard of our repeated 
and emph&tia protests, :you have done us, the 
most loyal dependency of the British Crown, 
a, great &nd serious mJury. We hs.ve, by the 
result of the recent elect1one, oonvrnced you 
of the great 1nJustice done us, aga.1m,t w1:nch 
we -warned you by our press, our delegates, 
snd our petitions, we now moEt respectfully 
bat firmly demand redress at lour hands 
We do not approach you in the attitude o! 
crouching slaves, beggiDg tJome tr1fhng m­
stalment of llbery, but as Br1t1sb l'ree.wen, 
citizens of a. hitherto free and happy country, 
acknowledging no authority but the Crow!l 
and Government of Engla:id. We desire you 
t..> rele1ve us from the baneful operations of 
the recent Act of Union, and restore us to 
the full enJoyment of our former coruit1tu .. 
tional r1ghts and privileges. as & free eove-

reign and independent peoplet 1aving our 
allegianoe to Ute Bntish Crowa. 0 

Yea, Mr Spesker, I am convinced thst 
1then we thn1 &ddrese them 1n language at 
once firm and differentialt and when the 
ments of our cue are clearly placed ~cfore 
the Bnt11h Government, Legislature, and 
people, we shall not fail to secure that raea 
ante of redrea which it is the tradit:onal 
policy of Britain to concede when & proper 
caae 11 made out 

na. B.LANOHA..KD'S BP EECB. 
Mr BLA:?;CHARD eaid -Labouring as I do 

under physical pre!sure of no ordinary char­
acter, I cannot be expected to make any ve:ry 
lengthy remark■• but I feel compelled to ask 
your attention tor • abort time, whilst I en­
dea\9om.• to lay before this Hoose and country 
the facts and circumetsncea connected with 
th18 question, and defend u far II! he m my 
power the re.solut1on11 which I underehnd 
was laid ye15terday on the table by my hon 
friend (.a.Ir Prneo). Before prooeedmg, 
however, to this question, I owe 1t to the po­
sition which I occupy in this Houee, tJ make 
some expla.nat.ons connected with some re, 
msrk8 that were made here a few days ago 
It w1ll be remembered that !0me d1scwie1on 
took place between the Attorney General and 
m) 1elf re1pect10g the formation of tll.e pre .. 
seat government. I 6t1ted tiiat I would ap­
ply to His Excellency the Lieutenant Gover­
nor for leave to declare to this Homm and 
country the, circumstances under wbioh the 
preBent government were formed, and who it. 
was bad advised sending for Mr. McHetiey. 
I uid t!lis m consequence of & statement. made 
by the hon. member for Hant■ and th& hon 
Attorney General, that 1t was to be presumed 
and that this country was bound to presume, 
that, in the abeence of a denial from myself, 
I advised the step m question. Although I 
regret very mucfl that I &m not at this mo­
ment &t liberty to declare under what cir• 
camstances and by what advice the hon .Mr. 
i\IcHeffey was sent for, yet I feel free to read 
the follcwmg correspondence between His 
Excelleney and myself: 

A few days a.go I addressed the following 
letter to His Excellency on toe subJect :-

IlA.LIFAX, Feb. G, 1868. 
To H.s Excellency l\laJor General Doyle, 

Lieut Governor of Nova Scotia, &c , &c 
The Attorney Genersl and one of the mem~ 

bcra for H:ints ha vc &ssert~d i.e. their places 
in Pa.rhameDt that it was probable that l\lr 
:McHeffey had been sent for to form the pre­
sent Government by my ad v1ce,-

Knowing that there 1s no found&hon for 
the sta.tement, I yet feel tbat I am re!kained 
by my oath ot office from d1sc:osm6 the real 
facts of the case,-

I beg leave therefore moEt respe~tfully to 
request tha.t your Ex:ce11ency would so far re­
lease me from th1s obugauon s.s to enab!P 
me publicly to state euch circum1Hnces :s 
ci,.mc to my knowleJge on the subject referred 
to while I held the ofuce of Attorney Gene~l 
and leader of the late Government. 

I have the honer to be, 
"four Excellency's mo1.1t obdt. servt, 

limA:\l BLj...'i'CllAltD, 



To the foregoing letter I received the fol­
lowing reply ·-

GovER..~~T HocsE. 

SIB.,-
H&hfu:, 7ta February, 1868 

1 am directed }:ly His Excellency the Lieut­
enant Governor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Jetter of the 6th inst&nt. and to etate 
t::> you 1n reply that His Excellency regrets 
that he does not feel at liberty to comply with 
the reque.et you therein made to him, H he 
cons1der1 tht by .eo doing he ehoald estsb­
I1eh :tn rnconveniect and improper prece• 
dent 

I have the honor to be, 
S1r~ 

Your obedient ,::erva:nt. 
lliRR r .i\foc,r,y 

Hir~:n Biallcbard, Etq.> ll P. P 

Now I sba1l ea.:,♦ nothing on tbe subJect of 
the precedent referred to, although I believe 
1t has been done before, and very recently m 
Canada; but His Excellency, in dechmng 
lbat I was not at liberty to make any d1sclc­
sures as to what occurredt shows tb&t the 
Attorney General was entirely wrong m the 
et&tements he made on the occa.sion referred 
to To have decla.red, as the Attorney Gen­
eral 11a.1d I was at hoerty t::, declare, the cir­
cumstances and facts of the sdv1ce which. I 
bad given to His Excellency-supposing I 
gal'e any at •11-wouU not have been proper 
for me,. for Hu, Excellency regrets that b.e is 
obliged to refuse me the required permus, 
eion. 

Now. before I come to the EUbJect of the 
resolutions, let me aBk the attention of the 
House for a few moments to one or two 
ihtements tha.t h&ve been m&de by the bon. 
member for Richmond. I muit ray,. in all 
Justice to ths.t hon member, that he has ac­
quitted himeE'lf a.e I expected he would-mth 
credit aml rEspectab1hty He has not m­
dulged in any personal allusion or hard hits 
s.t my1elf He has brought forwsrd bis sr4 

guments~ s.nd with his manner &nd temper I 
am entirely s~tisfied. He !!!poke of the county 
and city of Halifax:. in connection with the 
result of the recent elections He 1a1d that 
the city of Halifax> notw1t!.istanding 1t was 
expected to become the Liverpool of the New 
Dominion, had returned five members agsinat 
Umon Now, as I am instructed, the city of 
Ha.hfax proper gs.ve a cons~derable vote m 
t&vor of Union If that be so, then let 1t 
never he ea.id again that fhere i! nc t s majo­
rity of the re2pectab1hty, weight n.n<l inflai;; 
~nee of the c1ty of Halifax in tavor of Con­
federation It the centre of influence, intelli­
gence and wealth has given l!uch a response, 
then let not the arsertion be repested tb.at ali. 
the merchants snd bankers of Hahfs:x: are op­
posed to the U mon of Br1tish Amcrrc&. 

Before gorng any farther I will a!!k the 
~overnment to sHow me to add a cl!la:se to 
tb.e amendment wh•c:1 hs.s been ls.id on the 
t1ble. Now, 1t is not too much to saij-, a.nu 
I would be very 11orry to state, ths.t the Attor­
ney General does not possei:s a lar.ge amoun: 
of leg'll ability, and contndcrablc knowledge 
of the const1tnt!on:il law o: thls country. I 
s.m sorry tbflt I am obhged to attach to him 
the ps.termty of a etring of reso!ut!o::s such 
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as I do not heiitste to 1ay were never before 
put upon the t1blc of any Colonial LPgisla­
tare. They contam etstemente of contt1tu­
tion&l law ct·crJy s.t variance with the htE­
tory of Great Br1ta1n dnnDJ,? the last two 
hundred years, and if, before I am done, l do 
not convict h1m and the government whie:i 
he leads in this House by tbe authority of 
l!htefmen as much superior to him 1,1 it 1s 
pos!ible to be, of having brought forw&rd a 
g,t of resolutions opposed toto ccele to the 
whole constitutrnn!.l law of Gres.t Brit&m. 
then I s&y t!u;.t I shall egreg1ourly fail in 
what I have undetta.kcn The1e resolutions, 
I have ea.id, do noteonts.in what, in my op1r,­
iont it! the conshtutioual law of thi!! coun~ry 
Speaking~ 1s I do, for the Confederatton 
pa.rty in this Province, I woo Id be very sorry 
to eec one word or line of the,e resoiut10nR 
altered I hope they will be laid at the foot 
of the Throne JU~t s.s they are now. I hope, 
when they are so fo.1d, they w11l be accompa­
nied by the reeolutions which I b&'\"'e been 
obnged to prepare haatLly in the condit:on. 
in which I have been for some days pa.et. ss 
the expreeeion of the opinion of the minority 
of this Hou~e, ema.11 though 1t ma.y be. 

In the firit resolution we are told "that the 
membere of the Leg1elative ... ~118cmbly of this 
Province, elected in 1863, !imJ:ly to legislate 
under t'he Colonial Conshtut10n, had no au~ 
thor1ty to make, or consent to, any materhil 
change of euch constitution, without having 
first eubm1tted the e1me to the people at the 
polls ,, I undertake to ,ay that this is tha 
:tint time outside of Nova Scotia in the his­
tory of any leg1dstive or dehberat1ve a1eem­
bly under the British constitution, that such 
a. doctrine of con1titational law has ever been 
laid down. That qneation was d1scuised at 
the ls.st se,mon of this legi!lata.re. Authority, 
able authority, was brought down by ~lr 
Archibald, controverting the statement in the 
most conclusive manner, &nd not a eing1e 
gentleman belonging to the ls.te opposition 
was able to support the pos!tron he -took by 
& single precedent, or even by s dictum --of 
&ny man ll"ho is looked upon as a great au, 
thor1ty. Even at the risk of repeating whttt 
I said last winter, I will remark on what rn 
the meaning of an appeal to the people. In 
the adjoining Republic there is a. machinery 
by which an appeal to the people can be 
carried out. If a question is snbnntted to 
any legislature. whether State or Genera1, 
and 1t be thought necesary to obtain the as­
sent of the people-and remember the coun­
try alongside nB 18 an unmixed dem<'cracy­
what is the course parsued 1 They send to the 
people to hold a;con-vention on the subject 
before tl}e legislature meete, and they are ex­
pected to vote aye or no The convention meets 
-it 1s not called upon to express an opinion 
upon an) other subJect except the one sub~ 
m1tted to 1t. Suppose the convention dec,de 
that this change in the constltut1on shoulcl 
be carried out, what then Does the leg1ela­
ture take that as the opinion ot' the people" 
No, they senu 1t agi:un to the no11s, and ha,e 
the popula.r voice upon 1t 'E7ery mo.n 1s 
given~ tallot ticket~ on which be record!! 
his vote. Fmally this -vot~ 1s counted, and 
the popular feeling is thereby nsce!'t&ined. 
Ha-ve we any euch macb:'!lery as tj~t? D1d 
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&ny body enr hear of such an arrangement 
under the .B.ritU1h Con1titut1on? When the 
hon. Attwaey (fflienl can eonvince the Go­
~eniment and Parliament of Great Britain 
that the Republic of the United States is the 
only model upoll which we muat form our 
constitution. then he can expect them to pay 
any attention to then extraordinary re1ol11-­
tions 

il 

But we are Bnti,h gurjects, and auch a 
thing ~ &n t.pjle&l to the people at the _polia, 
under "uch circumstances, wu never heard of 
stnce the time of the Magna Chart& I a&k 
the Attorney General to n6e. in hie place, 
and show Ul!I a. precedent in :BritiE"h. h1!tory, 
if he c&n I ask the hon. member for Ann1.­
poli11 to ru• up bis knowledge of Engheh his­
tory, and then come here a.nd give u1 an ex­
ample where any great atatellman of Great 
Britain, since the time of Magna. Cbnrta 
thought it wi!c to dis!!olve the Legi!l't,.,. 
ture whi11t the government could car,ry on 
the bueineae of the coantry. Sir Robert Pe.el 
1r1ll be acknowledged '"as ba.viJJg been one of 
the greateet state~men of hie times, ~ana wh&t 
has he told os? Be had given the Reform 
Bill his most unremitting oppositfon, but 
after it lf&s ct.rried, what did be s&y? D1d 
he say, " The people &re t.g~ti and we 
must repeal 1t." Speaking after bis election, 
tc, the electors of Tamworth-in the pre!ence 
of the whole nation-he !aid that the 1nea.1ure 
whiQb he had fought against, inch by inch. 
having been carried, the man. who would 
venture to appeal to the people in reference 
to a question which had beeh. eettled by Pal'­
liament. wa• 'an enemy to hi• country. He 
accepted the 1ituatJon-he acknowledged that 
the only constitutional mode of proceeding 
waa through the- Parliament of the country. 

Sir Robert Peel, on the subject of Catho:ic 
Emancipation, ha! said, and I am now read­
ing from ha speeches · 

"He had no notion of the prejudices of the 
people overruling the deliberations of the 
Legislature. The Parliament wae better able 
to form a Just opinion upon queitions. of thHI 
nature than the uninformed, and whatever 
m.i,ht be the opposition which Parliament 
might experrence. it was ~till bound to set an 
example of jul!tice and wisdom; that being 
done, he was ,ure the people would soon 
coincide in their .decision." 

Further on he says: 
"With respect to the general question, he 

haaon so many occasiona 11tated h1a deliberate 
opinion upon 1t, that he felt it !carcely ne­
oeaeary to do more than refer to what he had 
repeatedly stated, and to declare his firm ad• 
herenae thereto. He comidered it an impor­
t~nt question 1n point of policy (diemisling 
the queEt1onl!I of Jaetice and good faith) u 1t 
affected the general con1titution of the coun· 
try, •nd with reference t0 its bearing on the 
pro!perity of the Empire. With respect to 
the first, he rnuet eay he thought the removal 
of all civil di1abilities, and the laying down 
of the principle that there should be no dia­
tincuon in respect to rehgiou1 opinions, and 
no barrier be"tween a Professor of the Roman 
Catholic fa.ith and that of the Protestant E.!11 
tablished Chuch, was a material change in 
the tonstftution Qf the country. • • • . 
If the oon1titution were to be considered the 
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King, Lords and Common,, it would be su.ba 
verting that conatitutiQll to admit Caiholial 
to the privileges they sought; 1t would be an 
important-cb&oge1n the 1tate ot the cooatlta­
hon u eat&bb1hed at the R~Toiutiou.'' . , 

I give this to. ■how that Sir Robe,t fe,l 
looked upon Catholio Ema»cipatie>D u • moat 
1mportADt aud m&teri&l cb&n.ge. .iri)hecouti­
tat1on of Great Bri.ta111. He ~ on to aay:: 

" I know that. Ji. hat been nid-tbi.t in,.I~ 
there had not been safiiotent warnwc. No, 
for!ooth. we ought to h~TI3 arotlNCl tl\eooun­
try by the cry of 'No Popery .• , Never. sir, 
never. under &ny circum8t&noes. The Par­
liamtnt, a.nd the Par[uzmtnt alone, _w,JJ ~I 
ever acknowledge to he the fitJudfJe qf tlt'JrS 
imponant question. The people at l&r,.ge 
may expre!B their feelings and opiDio8a, aad 
they 11hould alway!I be recened ,with_ def~~ 
ence, but, 11ir, we are not bound to confotm 
to those op;nions, or to refer to their deoision 
questions affecting the general intereata.of £he 
country, or wh10b. 1t 1s the peculiar province 
of the Parh11ment to dtcide '' 

Catholic Bmanc1pat10'n. was c&rried to the 
glory of the British people. and hu ever 
since remained one of. the prU1Cipl• • . .ol' 
the Br1t1ah conet1tution. What dici SlJ' 
Robert Peel ny when it wa1 ~d? 
The Legi11lature hae fixed ~t upon tail' coun­
try, 1t hu become part of the constitution. '111-
der which I and every gentleman ,rho la aeat• 
ed here lives, and we are bound t~ ■ubmi~. 
Are we then to be told. by the Attorney Gen~ 
eral and Government of Novt. Scoti& tlat~&r 
Parli&ment has no power to affect s~y)~hange 
in the constitution. Farther on Sir Robert 
Peel 1ay1:-

" As to the appeal to the country, let him 
aek hon. members to coneider whether 1t 
would be wise to ,et sach a precedent &8 to 
declare their own incompetency to legislate 
upon any question which the Crewn may 
think proper to submit to taeir I oomi.dera­
tion? Would they so far staltify themeehes 
as to begin to coneider what qtl1'8tion1 they 
were competent to debate ? St1ppo1ing thef 
were to make auch an appeal to the country, 
how many q ueetions do they think would rile 
thereafter ,1n which it would be said to _them:­
' There is II precedent 11et you by the Parlia­
ment of 182~ which diS!olved itself, becam;ejt 
felt itself incompetent to aot, and you foIIo.w 
1 t1 example 7' I deny, sir, the neoenity for 
making auob a precedent. No ; we win not 
!tultify oureelves !O muoh as to ■ay that we 
are not supreme as to every measure of legis 
la.tion which may come before us " 

The gentlemen oppo11te !hould go and sit 
at the teet cf Britiah statesmen ..and lea:.-n the 
true principles of Englt,h conetitutional law, 
before they come here and make the declars• 
tion which they do. I do not mean to ny 
that the Attorney General 1s n<>t &1 ~pr.bk 
as myself of explain1og constitutional law, 
but I &!k them in all eerioueneBs before they 
ask this Bouse to forget that they are Brirab 
anbJects-to swallow what I feel confident 
they will be only too glad to disgorge.at some 
future time-before they make themselvea the 
laughing mtock of British Americt., I uk 
them to patl!e. I now come to the !l)eech of 
the sa.me grea.t st&te■man on another impor­
tant qu~tion. I will ask the Houee to recall 



the history of the Corn Lr.,n of Great Brit­
ain. I ahall not go into a lengthy history o! 
thia queation, but nerybody lt1101'1 that Sir 
Robert Peel had opposed the abolition of the 
Corn La WI for a Tery co111iderable period. He 
did IIO while he wu leader and premier of 
the Br!tilh Mi11iatry; and after a long di1-
cuaion on the 1nbject he thon2ht it neae1-
aary to change hi1 opinion. Who doea not 
know that when the meunre wu pa111ed he 
wu attacked in a 1t:,Je which i1 not often 
h•rd in any lefialatJ.Te body. He wu ex­
peaed to a merc1leu ■torm of Tituperation, 
and when nothing eeemed to a'llli! his ene­
miea called upon him to di!IOhe the Houle 
and appeal to the people. Then Sir Bol!ert 
Peel laid down the doctrine that wl:Jlat be 
oonld carry on the aff11n of the country no­
body had a right to di111olve the Honse. He 
111d· 

But 1117 bonorable rr!end 11&1• be did not obJect to 
It u lmped111c tbe formation or a protection g,,vem­
meJ>t. but u pttventlng a dlnolatlon, and m7 
honorable rrJend and othert have blamed me for not 
adna!D,t a dlnolutlon or Parliament. In my op mien. 
It ,roalll haTe been atterly lllcomlatent with the duty 
oh lilllltater to lldTl■e a dla■olatlon or Parliament un­
der Ute partlcalu clrcum■tance■ In which this ques­
Uon or the Oorn La,r wu placed Wh:, ■bollld 1t be 
JO atterl:, lmpo■alble rar tbla Parliament to deal with 
the p.-nt propoeltlon l Arter the electaon in li'1. 
tbJ■ Parllaaent pa■■ed the existing Com La,r, which 
dlmh1l■hed protection, thla Paruament pa■aed the 
tlll'ltr deatro:,lnr.altogether the 1:,■ tem or probib,tlon 
,r!U, reapeci to food; t.bJa Parllamenfl pa■aed the 
Canada Cora BW; why aboald lt exc:e,,d the l'clactlon■ 
ol Ill!■ Parliament to entertain the pre■ent propo■ltlon l 
Bat upoa much hlJ1her ground I would aot con■eat to 
a dlnolutlon. That lndeecl, I think, would have been 
a " dangerou■ precedent"1,for a llln11ter to admit that 
the eld■Una: Ler!llatare wu ltoompetent to the enter­
tainment or an:, qae■tlon, that 11 a precedent ,rh!ch I 
would not e■tabllah. WhateYer ma:, ban been tile 
oi=■t&ncet that ma:, have taken pi■ ce at an elec­
tion I a.,rer would l&llctlon the 'flew that an:, Bo111e 
of Conuxions i■ hicompetent to entertain a measare 
that i■ neoes■ar:, for the well beln,: or the community. 
Ir 7011 •ere to admit that doct:rine, you ,ronld 1hake 
the roandatlona on Whlcll many or the belt law■ are 
plaaed. Wll7. that doctrine waa propounded at the 
time or the aulon between England and Ireland, aa It 
ba.d been. prevlo1lll7 at the time or the union between 
llngland and Scotland. It ,ru maintaluod In Ire 
laud nr:, Tehment17, but It ,raa not malutalaed In 
thl■ eounb':, b:, llr. Fox It was allghlly adYerted to 
b:, Mr Bberld•n at the time when the message with 
reprd to the nn1on wu delivered. Parhament bad 
been elected ,r!thout the al•ghte,t reason to believe It 
wuald reaoln that Its runctlons were to be raced and 
mll:e4 With thoar or another Leg,■latnre, name!:,, the 
Irieh Parliament, and Mr. 8herldat: sllghtl7 hinted It 
u 1111 obJeet1on to the competenc:, or Parliament. Mr 
Pitt met that obJectlon at the oataet In the following 
manner. Mr Pitt wd -" The first objection ls what 
I heard alluded to b:, tbe bonorable gentleman op­
poolte to me, when Bis Majesty'■ menage was brought 
dllwu, name!:,, that the Parliament or Ireland 11 ln­
co■-petent to entertain and dl■C1lll the queabon, or 
nUier, lo act upon the measure proposed without llav­
J.og preTloualy obtained the conaent or the people or 
Ireland, the!rconstltaentl Th11 point, air, 1s or ,o 
,...nch Importance that I tblnk I oagbt not to salfer 
tile opJ)Oftan!IJ to p&ll8 without lll11,trat1Dg more l'llll7 
"'hat ,I mean. I! tb1a prlnc1pal or the Incompetency 
4! J?ar4unent ~o the dec11loa or the meal!11re be ad• 
nutted, or 1f ,t be con.tended tbat Parliament has no 
legitimate authority to diacuas and decide upon It. 
,-.u will lte dr,nn to the necea,!t7 or recornl•!n,: a 
principle the most dangercus tltat eYer ,raa adopted In 
an:, dT!llud ,tale, I mean tlie principle that Parha­
J:D.en~ C&n.D.ot adopt any measure, new 1n its nature 
and or great importance, without appeahng to the 
constituent and delegating authority ror cllrectlon Ir 
that dectr:tne be true, look to wh&t an e:rtmt It w1!1 

carr:, ,ou. U mob an ~nt eo,ild be let ap IUl<! 
-lntalned, 7011 acted wltbout lllY lqft,mate &11Ulor 
It:, when :,oa CNated the N!pre■entatioa or tb• 
Pr!nclpallt:, or Wales or or either or u,., COllntle■ paia• 
tine or Eng'.11111d Enr:, law that Parliament eyer 
made, wlthoat that appeal, either as to It■ own frame 
and oonstltatlon, u to the qual111catloa or the electors 
or the elected. u to tbe !!?eat alld r,211damental point 
of the ■ucce■■ lon to the Crown. wu a breach of treat:, 
and anaetora,urpatlon" Then Mr Plr.1. ute4, If 
the:, tamed to Ireland ber■elr. what would t1'e:, UJ 
to the Protestant Par!i■ment that de■tro:,ed. the ex­
ellllln Proteotant rran.:bl■e. and admitted tbe Roman 
Catholic■ tc. vote 1'1tlloat an:, fre■b appeaj 1 Mr Pitt 
went on __ 

'• What mmt be ■aid b7 those who h&Ye at any 
time been friend■ to lllY plan or parllamentar:, re­
form, and partlcnlarl:, 1uch u have been mod re• 
cent17 broasbt forward. either 1n Great llrltaln or 
Ireland I Wh&tever ma:, ban been thonrht or the 
propriety or the m-re, I nOYOr beard an:, donbt or 
the competenc:, or Parliament to consider and di■ca■■ 
It. Yet I defy an:, man to maintain the principle er 
those plan■ 1'1thont contending that. u a member of 
Parliament, ho poueo■e■ a rlgbt to coacnr In d1-­
ftancblalnr tho■e who aent b1m to Parliament. and to 
■elect other■• b:, wbom he wu not elected, In their 
■t.ead I am 1ure tbat no l11fllciea~ d1-bllctlon, In 
point or principle, can be mccessfoll:, mabitalned for 
a 1ln1le moment: nor 1ho11ld I deem It l1ece■ll&t1 to 
dwell on tb11 point In tbe manner that I do, were I 
not convinced that it la connected In part ,rith all 
tho■e False and dangerou1 noUons on tbe ■ubJoct or 
Govemment which haYe latel:, become too prenlent 
In the world." Hr Pitt cont,,nded therefore, that 
Parliament had a rlrht to altar tbo 111cce■1>.on to the 
Throne, to Incorporate W'ltb ltaclr another le;tlalatnre, 
to dlsrranehi■e !ta constllaent■, or uaoclate other■ 
1'1th them Wh:,, I■ It poalble ror a Hmbter no,r 
to 11d nae the Crown to dlllOIYe Parliament on tlie 
ground that ,t I■ lnoompetent to entertain tilt 'I uea­
tlon what thl.l countr:, ■hall do ..,th tbe Com La,r' 
:rbere contd not be a more dangeron, CD111ple, a more 
pare!:, dem.eeratlc preceden~ I! I ma:, 10 u:,, than 
th&t t.hl1 Parliament shonld be dluolved, on ground 
of it■ lacompeteney to decide an:, qaestloo or this 
nature. I am open to tbe charge, therefore. If it be 
one, that I did lldv1■e Her Ma.ie■t:, to permit th,1 mea 
sun, to be brourht forward in the preaent Parliament 

I uk gentlemen now to pauae and con11der 
the doctrines laid down by tbe1e great con1tt­
tutional authorities, which are to be fo1111d 
in the Legialatin Ltbrary-tbat Parliament 
i1 paramount in these matters, and llu the 
power of carrying them oat. Let 111 not 
hear gentlemen endenor111g to introdace 
the American demooratio 1y1teru into tb11 
Brib1h dependenoy, whose glory it 1honld be 
that itl con1titntic n i1 baaed on that of free 
Eagl&nd I have shown yon that at a time 
when the principles of the Amerioan aad 
French revolutions 1Jere 111ahlled into me11 's 
mind■, Sir Robert Peel er.me forward and 
said: nner 1ball we go contrary to the prin­
ciples of our co11atit11tion, and adopt the de­
mocratic idea; we :believe now, u we ban 
always believei, tha.t Parltament 1t1elf ia 111-
preme. 

Under those circumstances I appeal to this 
Hoase, and a■k them whether Ibey will re• 
co1111der the po1ition in which they stand. 
It ia pomble thd after proper oonaideratton 
they may see the absurdity and folly of p1a­
ctng on record 1ucb rel!olntio111 as tho1e that 
hue been 1ntrodaced. Now I aak the boo 
Attorney General whether the House of Com­
mons wa1 elected for the conBideration of the 
question of Catholic ema11cip1tion. We aU 
know that it WII not. Sir Robert Peel ad­
mitted u much, but he a.nd his friend• in a 
statesmanlike manner opposed any &ttempt 



I to tell the people of En&Iand tha\ the Par. preaentatlon of forty men, and thoae NlecW 
liament should go back and uk their ad.Tice for the moat part from particular looalitlea. 
in reference to a 2reat conat1tutional chanie. A few tow111hip1. ,uch Ml Falmouth, ablorb­
The Corn Lawa of Great Bntain pre..-ented ed a large portion of the repreaeatation ill 
any corn being imported into the kingd9m the Aaembly. The Legialature 1tepped iJl 
txcept it was 8llbjeet to a 11,rge duty. The and handed a portion ot that repreaentatien 
duty wu intended to protect the agricultural o Cape Breton. Wu 1t then urgtld that the 
intemt of Grea\ Britain, which baa always tonabip of Falmouth, and other p~ at­
been ao Tery powerful in that country, that fected, 1hould beconaulted-thattbere ■hould 
it would not ban ~n 1urpriiring 1f the be an appeal to the people before the repre­
Com Law1 ht.d remained many yean longer 1entation was interfered with ? The conatl­
a motive of contlnual &irJ,tat1on. tut1on of the country ,ru then inTaded 1n & 

81r Robert Peel, acknowled~mg the face of high-handed manner, it we are to beline the 
the opu:1ion1 1n favour of the abolition of doctrines of the hon. gentleman, by the Le­
thete corn lun, came forward and moYed in gislatare of that day. But wbat more? At 
the matter. Who has enr been follnd in the the cloee of the Parhament in 18:58, a bill wu 
British Home of Commons to get up and de- brought in a1teri111 ihe repreeentat1on of 
clare that Bir Robert Peel did not strictly ad- t.h11 country. That meuure wu pueed • 
here te the principles of the Bntisheon11tita• through thi1 Lrg11lature, although it wu a 
tion 1n the courae he puraued. He carried matenal change m the conatitution, without 
triumphantly tbroui:h the Bouie of Com- a word being nid about an appe.J to the 
mon1 this importwni meuure, which baa eYer people. Tbil measure wu strongly oppoled, 
since remained untouched. I! Sir Robert but did ite opponents ny that the meuure 
Peel oou1d do that, wa1 not th11 Legislature was uncon11titutional when they came back 
in a po11tlon to carry the meuure submitted here 1 No one was ever heard to declare that 
to it Sir Robert Peel baa emphatically told law W&I uncon1titational, and attempt to 
11! that Catholic Emancipation wu an altera- repeal it. We sat)ere from 1~g to 1863, and 
tion in the constitution. Before the puuge at the close of ou:l legielative career what did 
of that mea1ure, no man could oeoupy we do? I had then the. honour of tollowine 
any position 1n the Government of Great the leader1hip ot Mr. Bowe, and a.ui1tiug 
Britt.in unle11e he wu a Proteatant and took higi in forwarding mea1U?ea which I belined 
the oath of supremacy; tha\ wu as much .--- ~_ere for the beat 1ntere11t1 of thil oount.rJ. 
part of the Bnt11h conshtut1on a, tbe Hou11e A bill wa1 pas1ed 1n 1863 again, to touch tae 
of Lord■ 1teelf. To the honor of Nova Scotia repreaentation of the country-to cut Inver• 
be it ,aid, that ,ome time before Great Bnt&in nea1 into two pa.rte, and make other changea; 
broke down that prino1ple. thi■ Parliament but who then beard the argument that it wu 
came forward aud allowed Cathobce to 1it in unconet1tational beoau1e the people had not 
the Legielature. ,,, pueed on it at the polls 1 I may be told bye• -

What more, ,ur? What did the British and-bye that the meuure did not toooh the 
Government do in 1820? The I1land of constitution of the country. Did notthe op .. 
Cape Breton pogea1ed a aeparate conati- -position of that day feel that it wu a delibe­
tution; it had a Governor and a Gov• rate attempt to alter our conatitution 7 They 
ernment of its own independent of the ■ucceeded in defeating it, it will be remem• 
Province of Nova Scotia The House of bered, in the other branch of the Legialature. 
Common, came 1n and by a single Act, What more? Did we go further tha.u that? 
containing perhap1 not a dozen lines amal- We puaed a meuure-one w h1ch I hope will 
gamated the ieland with Nova Scotia. The continue to be the law of thi1 country tor a 
1aland wa11 given only two member■ in a Le- long time to come. We came in elected on 
gielature of 40 men. Who, then, ever heard universal suffrage; I came in myself by a 
of the people of Cape Breton being granted vote of 5 or 6000 people. By one 1woop we 
an appeal? Who ever heard that this law 1wept out of e1i1tence what wu then consi­
wae not binding upon the people of the Ia■ dered to be one-third, but wh1ob. i1 now 
land. They resorted to every con1titational known to be one-fourth of the oonatituency 
means to repsl it. It may be added tllat that tent u1 here. No member of the Legiala• 
Cape Breton had no Parliament of ita on, ture has ner had the hardihood to"" oome in 
and without bemg consulted in any me1111re and ask that it be repealed. Did any man 
it wu ~•nnexed to the adjoininr: Province. get up and eay that the Legielt.ture wu U:• 
Representing u I do one of the m.oli flourieh• ceeding ite power? Will any one 11&y that 
ing counties of the lllland, I undertake to that .A.et was not binding upon the people of 
i,p,y that you will not find a man from one tbu1 country. It 11 true we were prevented 
end of Cape Breton to the other, who would from h&Ying that Act carried into eff'ect at 
now Mk for a repeal of the Union. There that general election, but that does not deot 
were 1ome Bepea1en for a few years, but now my preaent argument. 
they areu 1carce u I think Repealera of the I have given you what I 00111ider t& be a 
larger Union 1nll be in thia Prol'ince ~twenty very high authority on the power of Peha• 
yeara hence. ment in oonneotion with the punge ot the 

I feel that I am speaking here not simply Reform Bill and the Catholic Emancipatio_n 
1n the name of Cumberland and Inverness, Act in Great Brita1n. What more 7 Who 
but in that of the great Confederate party of doe11 not know that Great Britain, for many 
Nou Scotia, and I regret it that they are so years, baa been divided into two partiet-­
inadequ1tely repre1ented here. What wu tbal the Whig and Tory, or L1beral and Con. 
the or1g1nal con!t1ttttion of this country ? aervative pa1t1e1, ha-ve been the two 1reat 
There were forty gentlemen 1itting here ihen. contendiDe par~1es? From tim~to time one 
One of the fundamental principle• wu a re- of theae paxt1ea has managed publio affilin. 
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It fs within the memory of eveeybody that 
-rery receutly a Reform Bill was brought 
into tbi! Engli1b Parliament Tbt.t wu cer• 
tainly " a material cha.nge " in the oonet1tu• 
tion. Bow many tens of thoue&nds did the 
meuure &dd to the electors of Great Britt.in? 
That t6easnre was broogM 1nto t!J.e Com­
mons, -tut who, read1Dg the recorde er that 
body, w1ll find tbe argument used that an. 
appeal should be ma.de to the people? That 
bill wa11 defeated 'bY whom? By the Coneer­
vanve party, Mr. D.sraeli at it1 head Tney 
opposed 1t on the grounJ th&t 1t w&B too 
democra.tlc and republican a measure The 
Minirtry changed b&nde, and wh&t then? 
Did the lirnistry who ca::ne into power then 
dis!ohe the Parl,ament., .:-;-o e1r They 
said they would go on with the public affairs~ 
snd they dtd so Wh11.t more 9 A few montns 
ago we E&W mtroduced mto t~e House of 
Commoris a Reform BIIJ, the democra.t1c chs.­
racter of which was rn:fin1t£:ly beJ ond th:1t 
previously defea.ted :Sot a. e1o~fo word 
about 1'. ctiEsolut.on was s~id I aek the 
Houee nnd country, th~n, 1f I have not euo­
m1tted autb.or1t1es which fa1r1;}, &n2wer t:Je 
rcsolntiomi which have been Eubmttec!? The 
Government m&y ha.ve made up then· mmu 
to paee these resolutions, but I trust there 
n.re gentlemctl ht!re prepared tJ deal mtb. the 
11u~~tion on its merits, and not w.1lmg !o '!Jc 
led aw&y by claptrap 

I wa.s unfortunately uc~ble to attend ~ e?­
tercfay, and therefore I hope if I m1Equr tJ 
anythitig 8:t.td by the Attorney General that 
you w1ll a.How me t.;> be corrected through 
you, sir Bat having obts.incd notea of cer­
tain remarks that were m&de from the mos~ 
reliable 1nformat10n, I c,!::i.u11 endtavor to <le.. ..... 
wit'&. tbe qaest10n &a well as I c:::i.n I unJer­
eisnd that the Attorney Genera! ye2te:daJ' 
toldthe House that !m rcmar~D were r.as.<le 
after the fullest dellbcrn.t1on~ Cnde.· these 
circnmstances we must expect that the hon 
gentleman wouhl nnt m3ke an:r stlrcr:.Jent 
thst he was not.able to defend One of his 
statements was, I am informed-:mc w:!::11ch 
went through the whole Eubstra.tum of h1s 
speech-that this Colony 1s rn a. d1ff..!rent 
sit10n from ai;y other Hl regard to l~S 
tution 

Hon . .l.TTORXEY GE~ERAL-I did net ssy 
that. 

Hon. SPt:.iE:ER-It woulJ be better if the 
hon. gentleman would confice himself to 
what he has heard h1mself 

Hon ATToR~"EY GEN:cllAL-I ma.y mention 
to the hon gentleman that my Fpeecn 1s now 
m pre!s. 

~fr. BL.A!-!CIIARD-I cannot, however, resist 
the temptation of noticing one or two poi:;::;tg 
in the hon gentleman )s observations 1 
thinkJ.h&t I know somethm6 about the ch'\r­
:-ered ..... CQntt1tut10ns of these countries-th3.t I 
am a,vaTe of the differe!lces between & con­
quered country snd one settled origmal!y by 
l:.:nglishmen When Englishmen Eett1ed 1n 
any country they carried with them toe la.we 
e.nd constitution of the parent State-they 
continued to posaesa the rights :.md privileges 
of Engli1hmen. The • .\.ttorney General sa.1d 
that tb.1s Province was given to Queen Anne 
and her heirs forevei- What does tha.t 
mean · Was it given for her own use? 'No; 

all her rights were aubject t.J the autrherlty 
of the Br1ti1h Parliament and con1tit11tion. 
This Province belongs to Her Ub,Jeatr, but 
no more than any county in England. The 
Queen a.lo:ie, it 18 true, can gne any author• 
1ty over the lands of the country. By her 
royal authorit)' and letters patent she con­
fers upon any person whom ahe may choose 
any portion of the territory, subJect to cer• 
tam conditions. I unhea1tat1ngly affirm, 
howe~er, that this country is no more the 
property of Queen Anne thau any part of 
En~land, Ireland or Scotland 

But I admit this, and I would be eorry to 
deny it, that if the Sovereign choo!e to grant 
a particular authority to any part of the do­
minions to eEtabh!h Courts of J U!tice or 
Courts of Parliament, th11.t authority is 1rre­
voca.ble We have been told that with reeard 
to a. certain bland 1t wa.s 1&id thM the King 
having given to a nobleman authority to 
~ovc.rn by an As1embly ,I and the authority 
being altered, the Lords of the Privy Council 
decided the a1teration to be void. Admitting 
for a moment, for I have been unable to find 
the ca.ee, that there has been a deel!ion t!:u1.t 
socc a.c~ of the King of England., in reference 
t) t'.le wnetitution of a colony was invalid, I 
ask the Attorney General to find me a case in 
which the Lvrds of the Pnvy Council ever 
dared to say that an Act of Parhament was 
vo::.d I c!:i.allenp:e any lawyer in the country 
to finJ a case 1n British record! from l:Iagn" 
Charter to the present hour, 1n which &D)" 
Judge or S.Dl- body of Judgea ever dared to 
ss} that an Act of the .British Parliament w.;a 
v01J .Xo such caBe can be found, for such a 
de"'mon wordl strike at the root of the au­
~hL nt;, unaer wh~h Parliament exists. 
11 hen we go tu tne neigh boring republic we 
::ee tne.t m Hei7 o1 the democrat1c leanmgs, 
and a de.::1re to s.vo1d the extreme measures to 
which. t.ue leg1el:l.ture might be led, there is 
!sl"vCD to the Judg::!s of the Supreme Court, 
wnen an Act 1s pa.se.:.:d in ci1rect contr:1.ve:1-
:.1.ou ,:,f the const,tutrnn, ;i.u.thority to ea.~ that 
tnat Act IS void But not a une can be 
qu.oted from an;;- B.r1t1sh Judge or Court to 
ehow t!iat sn .Act of Parh&ment 1s not bind­
.ng on ell t!le people in the country. I 
undertake, therefore,. to say that the Attorney 
General put upo.n his resolutions a. statement 
which all the Judges of Great .Br1t&1n coma 
oined would not venture to make, for I repeat 
that no authority in the realm ever declared 
tb.~t any .Act, no matter how tyrra.zutlcsl a.nd 
insulting to the feelings of the country wa.s 
void. In every such case the people must 
submit until, by cona:itutional means.. they 
obt:.in the repe~l of the eD&ctment. It wu 
said that .Nova Scotis was ceded to Qaeen 
A:ine and her heirs forever. I recollect when 
I wa~ s. boy hea.ring that eome gentlemen., 
calling them.selves .Ilaro.oe:t3 of Nova Scotia, 
had come to the Br1t1sh Perhament and 1aiJ 
tb.a.t Nova S::otu, belonged to them because 
some Q..ieen or King had given them a grant 
of this Province They were only laughed at 
:or their pains, but there, was about as :mu.eh 
sznse in those gentlemen saying that the 
country belonged to them, as to ~ s:s.y that it 
belonged to the Queen or r.King m her or his 
persona.I right. This ooUD.try is not the pri­
vate property of the Soverejgn. The Atty. 



Gaera.l told us 1, wu Queen Anne'• •12d her 
heira' foreTer ,-I would hke to see him 1nth 
all h11 acamen and industry, work out the 
family tree which would make Non S:ot1&, 
even in lht.t cue, the property:or Q.1een Vic­
toria 

(The usual hour for sdJoa.rnment bavm~ 
come Mr Blanobard 1nt1mated that he wool l 
resnme hie addre!s in the morning ) 

The debate waB ad;ou rned 

~rISCELLAXEOCS. 

Hon PRov. SECT. announced the receipt of 
a draft for S520 from the Cvunc,l of the 
County of Ontimo in aid of the fund for t!le 
relief of dietres,ed fishermen. 

Hon. PBov. 8.&CY laid on the table ll1nutee 
of Council in refereDce to the appomtment of 
Lei?;islat1ve Counc1llore 

Als" & 11t11tement of the Trade and Com­
merce for the mnc mont~ ending 30th June. 

Mr. KmsTON a■ked the Government to lay 
on the table • statement ahewrng the a.mount 
provided to pay the first rn■talment and m­
tereet on $4000 borrowed on the credit of the 
Count;- of Victoria, alBo ehetiing how the 
road grant for 1857 waa expenc1ed for that 
County .. bow 1t wt.s drawn, and what num­
ber of Comm1Miona was iaaed 

Mr C.nrrBELL pTesented a pet.t1on pray­
mg that the priv1let?:et extended to certain 
port!!! by chap. 798 Revised Statutes, be ex­
tended to Port Hood 

Mr Prn.s:o presented & peution from D 
:\IcPhee, a fe:rryman. am~ remuneration 
for boats -which were loet in a heavy 21torm. 

Mr. NoRTBUP introduced a bill to enable 
the Com mi■aioners of School!, of Halifax, to 
erect a 1ohool houee on land demised to them 
by tb.e City. He ahm presented a. petition 
againet the bill Both were referred lo the 
Committee on Education He also presented 
~ petition from James Tucker and others, for 
a special grant for the road from Turns' B:1y 
t.-, Sambro 

Mr 1foRRI:30X pre1:ented a petition frf')m 
Charles Tur,:.er, &Bkm~ to be remm:erated 
for twine and rope lost in its transport by 
the Railway Department. The petition was 
referred to the Committee on l\Ianufa.ctnr~ 

Mr. CocHRAN introduced a bill to amend 
the Act incorporating the Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corpora.tion of Halifax. All!o a 
bill rebt1ve to the storing of 011 tnd Petro­
leum in the city of Halifax 

l\lr. CHA:-.rnEBs preeented & petition from 
the overseers of the poor of Truro, aeking & 
further allowance for the 6appo1t of tr&ns1ent 
poor. 

Mr. McDoN..lLI> asked the Government to 
lay on the table a 1tatement of the number of 
patients admitted to the Hospital for the 
Insane mince its est&bli!hment, and of other 
eta.tist1ca of the Institution. 

Mr. Pi~w a&kCild the Government to lay on 
the table all papers relatrng to a complaint 
made by - Fraser against l\fr Bigelow, a 
Ju!tice of the Peace for the County of Cum­
berland 

Mr. PURDY 11&1d that &PJ the 28th June last 
was a memorable day in relation to our pub­
lic a:ffam,, he would &t!k the Government to 
lay on the table an abstract of the Minutes 
of Council for th1t day, ehewiDg the other 

zs 
appointment.a then made, and, in addition, a 
!!tatement abewing all the appointmeng made 
hy the Bill-Blanchard GoTernment linoe lit 
July He s,.1d he would also reque2t the 
Government to atate their po1icy ill referenoe 
to tbe,e appointment,. : 

Mr Cor.ELAND presented a petition from .a 
mm -0wDEr of P1ctoa ukillg fot the opening 
of a road 

Hon Mr FEltG'C'SSON pr~nted a petition 
from Me1ara. McLean, and Carrie ukine an 
increase of pay. Also a petition from 1n­
hab1tan te of Low Point ank1ng for a road to 
Lingan. 

Hon Mr T1toor pre!ent2d & petitioI\ from 
Andrew Henderson for the opelllllg of a road 
Aleo a petition from J G. Ba.lcam et al tru,­
teee of a ecltool aection, for .a1d in erecting a 
echocl hoa8e inrtead of one burnt down. 

.Mr. DEsBRISAY pre,ented a petition from 
the inh&b1t&nt1 of Mill Cuve asking for a 
road. 

The House adJourned. 

WELSESDAY, Feb. 12. 

The Bouie met at 11 o ~clock. 
Hon ATTJR~li:Y GEsER.AL introdaced a 

number of acts t<' 1ncorpon.tt, .the EQreka 
Gold Mining Co., the Ontario Gold Miniug 
Co , the K1npton and Sherbrooke Gold Min• 
ing Co , the Wentworth snd Bberbrooke Gold 
Mining Co 1 the AJp·b Gold Mining eo. Alto 
an aot to. enable tbe nr,warde of the town of 
P1ctou to bor1'01r certain money. 

Mr. CA"YPBELL presented- a petition from 
l\Iargaree in reference-to money. 

Mr. HooPER, two petitions from Richmond. 
Mr. WHI:ra1 a. petition from D. McDouald 

and James MoNeil, of Liltle Glaoe Bay, with 
reference to • coal claim gn.uted 40 otbel'I; 
they ask compenl!l&t1on. The petition WH 
referred to the Committee on ~nes and 
Minerals. 

Hon. J. FnaussoN introduced a bill to in­
corporate the Glace Bay and Cape Breton 
Rall way Company A bill to incorporate the 
Gardiner Coal Mining Company in C. B. 
Also a. petition from the truateea of SchQols 
in Sydney, praying that no material cha12ge 
be made in the School Law. 

Hon. AT'IORNEY GENBB.At introduoed a bill 
to incorporate the Montreal Coal Mining A1-
soc1a.tion; a bill to incorporate the Ht.yden and 
Derby :\lmmg Co ; a bill to incorporato foe 
Mount Uniacke Mining Co. 

.JIB.. BLANCHARD'S SPEECH. 
(CO?(CLt'Dim ) 

The ad3ourned debate was then resumed. 
Mr BuxcHAitD rose and 11,id:-Lut even, 

mg, by the kindneu of the Go-vernment and 
the House, I wa! permitted the privilege of 
concludmg my speech to-day, on the very 
important question under conl!lidera.hon. 
Having now before me the full report of the 
hon Attorney General's rem11rk11, I sball 
proceed to notice it ae fuliy se po1111ble But, 
in the first place, I woald &lk l~ave to move 
the resolutions 1n amendment to those intro­
duced by the govertlment, which my hon. 
friend (Mr. Pineo) laid on the table on Mon­
day, for the information of the Houee. The 
followini are the re1olutione.-


