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Hon. Mr. Wirkins, Attorney General, moved the following Resolutions on the
subject of Confederation, in the Louse of Assembly, on the 5th February :—

#That the members of the Legislative Assombly of
this Province, elected in 1862 simply to legislate un
der the Colonial Constitution, had no authority to
make or consent to aby material change of such Con-
stitutlon, without first submitting tho ssme to tho
people at the polls

‘“ That the regolution of the 10th Apr1, which pre-
cedad the enactment of the Brntish North America
Act, is a8 follows

*** Whereas intho opinion of thin Iiouse it i3 desi-
rable that a Confederation of the Britiah North Ameri-
aan Provinces should take place

‘¢ ¢ Resolved therefore, That His Excellency the
Licutenant Governor be authorized to appoint Dele-
gates to arrange with the Imperial Government o
scheme of Union which will effectuaily ensure just
provision for the rights and intereate of this Provinca,
each Province to have an equal voico in such delega-
tlon, Upper and Lwer Oanada keing for this purposc
considered an separate Provinces’

‘' This wasthe only anthority possessed by tho Dele-
gates who procured the epactment of the * Act for the
Union of Canada Nova Scotia and New Brunswiok ’

¢ That even if the House of Asgembly had the con-
stitatlonal power to authorizo such delegation, which
isby no maans admitted, the foregolng resolution did
not empower tho Delegatesto arrange a Kederal Unlon
of Canada, Nova Hcetia and New Brunawick, without
including in such Oonfederation the Qolonies of New
foundland a d Prince Edward Island,

' That no delegaten from the two last named Colo-
nies having attended, and an uncqual number from
each of the others belng pregsedt, the delegation was
not legally constituted, and had no authority te act
under tho sald Reeolution, which expressly required
aach of thy Colemes to be repregented by an equal
number of delegates

** That the delegates did not < entare Just provisien
for tho rights and intecests of this Province,’ as they
were by the express terms of such Resolation bonnd
to doin arranging a scheme of Unlon, but on the
contrary they entirely disregarded those rights and

) and the sch by them to would
if flaally confirmed, deprive the pecple of thia Pro-
vinee of thelr rights. 1berty, and Independence, rob
them of their revenues. take from them the regulation
of their trade, commeroe and taxes, the manggement

of their railroads and other public property, evpote
them to arhtrary and excessive taxation by a Legls-
1ature over which they can have no adcquate control,
and reduce this free, happy and sgelf-govemed Pro
vince to the degraded condition of & dcpendency of
Qanada.

¢ That no fundamental or material chango of the
Constitution of the Province can bo made in any othex
conatitutional manner than by a statute of the Legin
Iature, sanclioned by the people, after the sabject
ratter of the same has been referred to them at the
polls, the Legislature of a colonial dependency having
no power er authority 1mplied from their relation to
the people as their legislativo represcntatives te over
throw the Constitution under which they were elected
and appointed.

¢ That the scheme of confederating Oanada, New
Branswick and Nova 8cotia was never aubmitted to the
people ofthis Provinco atthe polls before the 18th d;-y
of Reptember last, upwards of two and & half mop’] g
aftertho British North America Aot was, ‘.ay the
Queen’s Proclamation, declared to be in f"m!' when
the people were thereby informed that 'xney bad been
nuhjdctm% withont th{:lr con;cnt t, {ho sbsolate do—
minion of more populons and - ie
and had loat their libesty. ~a0re powerfut colonies,

‘¢ That there bel- t the Provinoial
Legislaturo ou, o & 10 alatato of the Weovt

aarming or ratifylog the Brilish North
America 2 on 201 0% ame never baving been consent-
ed 19, ot uthorized by tho people at Lo Folls, ner the
consent of this Provinoe in Any OLher pgppe; 2emeh-
ed, the preamble of the act recting that this Province
had expressed a desire to he confederated with Canads
and New Bruaswick ls untrue, and when tho Queen
and the Imperial Legislataro wero Heq to believe that
this Province had expregsed such a dealrs a fraud apd
impeaition were practised upon them,

“That the trath of the Preamble of the British
North Amerlca Act, reciting the desire of Nova Bootia
to be confederated is essential to the conastitutionality
of the Blatute, and ifthe pame ip falze the Btatute 12
defoctive, beoause a Statute cannot be rendered con-
atitutional by essumung gs tree the di which is
iy g .

m the ame the sgcheme of Con
was firat devised fn Canada until it was cm?fmmﬂ
by the Imperial Act in London, it was sys
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kept from the consideral.ion of the peop!e\‘o.' Nova
8cotia at the poils. and the Execative Couac.t and
Legislatare, in deflance of petitions signed by many
thousands of the electors of th.s Province, persistently
and perseveningly prevented the same from being
presented to the people.

¢ That at the recent clact .n the queston «f Coo-
federation exclas.vely occapied the attenuion ef the
people who were thea for the first t.me enabled to ex-
press their will cn a sudiect of the most watal im-
portance to their happiness, and the resvit has proved
that this Proviace does not demire t> be annexed to
Canada, and that the people of Nova 8cot.a repudiate
the enforc: & provisions of the Brnitish North America
Act, #hich, for the reasons set forth in the foregoing
Resolutions, they believe to be umconstitut.onal aad
1n no manaer binding upon the people of Nova Scotia-

¢t That the Quebec scheme which 1s embodied in the
British’ Morth Amenca act, 1mprudently attempted to
be forced on the pecple of Nova Beotia, not only wi'h-
out their consent but againgt their will, has alreadvy
created wide-spread irritation and discontent, acd
unless the same be withdrawn will, we fear, be at-
tended with the most disastrous consequences, as the
loyal people of this Province are fally cnnscious of
their rights as British sub set an | bl
value apon their (zee institutions, and w:ll not willing-

/ «‘*‘2

iy consent tn {ae invasien of those righis orto be sub-
J2cted to the comin.on of 2av other pawer than that
of their lawful and beloved Quaeen.

¢ That the colomes were pght.cally ailed tneach
other by their cozamon relationship tothe Qaeen and
her Empire; 12 8 more peaceable and less dangerous
ccanect.on than under any scheme of Colomal Con-
federation that could be devised, even o the fairest,
wisest and most judicious principles

¢ That the people of Nova Bcotia do not impate to
Her Majesty the Queen and her Government any 1n-
tentional 1njastice, as they are well aware thal fraud
and deception were practised upon them by those who
misrepresected the public sentiment of this couatry,
and who, for reasons we will not venture ¢{> descnbe,
demired that Confederation might be forced upon this
Province without the copsent and against the will of
the people

+¢That an humble address be presented tothe Queen,
embedying the substance of the foregoing Resolations,
informing Her Majesty that her loyal peorle of Nova
Bcotia do not des're to be in any manner confederated
with Canada, and praying Her Majesty to revoke her
Proclamation, and to cause the British North America
sct to be repealed, as far as it regards the Provinocs of
Nova Scotia.?



