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Mr. Mackenzie-Complaint was made, in
the first place, that the Clerk of the Town-
ship-who also happened to be one of the
candidates at the recent election-had placed
on the roll a large number of names of
parties who were not entitled to vote. The
complaint was made in the regular way
before the County Judge, who struck some
eighty names off the list; but the Deputy
Returning Officer, in defiance of the statute,
admitted the parties thus struck off to vote.

Sir John A. Macdonald-There is no peti-
tion affecting the seat of the sitting member.

Mr. Mackenzie-No.

Sir John A. Macdonald-It is only against
the conduct of the Returning Officers; I think
the motion is a fair one.

The motion was then agreed to.

ABDUCTION OF ALLAN MACDONALD

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address for cor-
respondence regarding the abduction of Allan
Macdonald from the Township of Moore by
United States officials. He said he had ob-
served, within the last week or so, a state-
ment in the public prints that this case had
been decided by the United States Govern-
ment, repudiating the action of their officials,
and that the British Minister at Washington
while accepting the apology made, had de-
clined to accept the release of the prisoner,
on the ground that he had violated the reve-
nue law, and that the apology offered was all
that was desired by the British Government.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) could scarcely believe
that the representative of Her Majesty at
Washington, could deliberately have chosen
to return a British subject to a U.S. prison
for what, though an offence against society,
was not usually regarded as a criminal act.
He moved for the correspondence to ascertain
how far these statements were correct.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Will you allow the
motion to stand till to-morrow?

Mr. Mackenzie-Certainly.

The motion accordingly stood over.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Jones (North Leeds) moved an address
for all correspondence with the Government,
respecting the location and construction of
the Intercolonial Railway, since the 3rd De-
cember, 1867.

Sir John A. Macdonald-Will my honoura-
ble friend let that stand till to-morrow?

Hon. Mr. Holton thought there could be no
harm in having just now a little discussion on
the question raised by this motion. He
confessed he was somewhat surprised when, a
few minutes ago, the Premier informed the
Member for Lambton that the Government
had not yet determined the location of the
Intercolonial Railroad. He recollected well
when in December they were urged to give
immediate passage to the Intercolonial
Railway Act. The urgency of the Government
was based specially on the obligation they
were under in good faith to the British
Government, and the Lower Provinces, to
determine and submit to the Imperial Gov-
ernment the route to be pursued by that
railway. And now they found themselves at
the end of three months without this prelimi-
nary step having been taken. He thought the
leader of the Government should take this,
the earliest, opportunity of giving the House
and the country the fullest possible explana-
tion as to the reasons which had led to this
extraordinary and unexpected delay.

Mr. Jones (Leeds) said the general feeling
of the Province of Ontario, so far as he had
been able to ascertain it, was this-that the
Intercolonial Railway was undertaken only as
one of the conditions of the Union with the
Maritime Provinces, and that if the Union
was not to last, it would be wrong to carry
out this condition, and incur an expense of
twenty-five million dollars, one half of which
the people of Ontario would pay without
deriving any advantage, directly or indirectly,
from the construction of the road. He consid-
ered that if Nova Scotia went out of the
Union, the compact would be broken, and the
obligation to construct the Intercolonial
would no longer be binding, although he
agreed that if the Union continued the rail-
way should be built.

Sir John A. Macdonald said, though unfor-
tunately there was a feeling of dissatisfaction
displayed in the Province of Nova Scotia,
with regard to the Union or the mode in
which it was carried, there was no reason for
not proceeding with the construction of the
Intercolonial. Such a step would be a jus-
tification and excuse for increasing the dis-
satisfaction of Nova Scotia. The Govern-
ment-and he was sure the people of old
Canada and New Brunswick-deeply regret-
ted that the feeling should exist; but they
would fain hope and believe that as they
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became better acquainted with each other,
that dissatisfaction would decrease, and that
the suspicion of wrong which had obtained
would be diminished by justice and equity
being exercised by this Parliament towards
every portion of the Dominion, and that
before long the feeling of dissatisfaction
would disappear, and that all would be
satisfied to be united in one Dominion, under
one Parliament, as they were now, loyally
united under one Queen. His honourable
friend must see that it would not be the best
mode of arriving at this conclusion to deal
with the question of proceeding with the
Intercolonial as one still open for discussion.
He could appreciate the feelings of some of
the people of Nova Scotia. It had always been
the case with such Unions at the commence-
ment that they had been accompanied by a
considerable feeling of dissatisfaction. The
majority of the people of Scotland at the time
of the Union with England were exceedingly
dissatisfied with the measure, and it was only
by the perseverance of the British Government
in a course of equity and justice, and
kindness, and generosity to the people of
Scotland that at last, though by slow degrees,
and after very many years, the people of
Scotland became reconciled to the loss of
their ancient independence; and not the least
prosperous part of Her Majesty's Dominions
was the ancient Kingdom of Scotland, and
her sons were found everywhere in positions
of trust, a much wider field for their ambi-
tions being now open to them than if Scot-
land had remained a separate country. He
trusted to see the same result with regard to
Nova Scotia, although he hoped the period of
its dissatisfaction would not be so long pro-
tracted as in the case of Scotland. Meanwhile
he thought in the highest degree undesirable
that they should contemplate as a possibility
so great a misfortune happening as would be
the severance from this Dominion of one of
its Provinces, and it was quite clear that if
the other Provinces repudiated the obligation
they voluntarily undertook as to the contri-
bution of the railway, it would be a justifica-
tion to Nova Scotia to continue the agitation
with greater intensity, on account of the
breach of faith with which they would be
able to charge us. He considered it to be the
duty of the Parliament and Government of
Canada to carry out to the letter and in the
spirit every promise they had made, and then
there would be no justification, looking at it
from our point of view, in the desire of any
portion of the people of Nova Scotia to secede
from the Union. With reference to the re-

marks of his honourable friend the member
for Chateauguay, he denied there had been
any breach of faith in postponing the decision
as to the route. The Imperial Act required
that within six months of the Union prepa-
rations for the construction of the road
should be made, and this Parliament had
fulfilled that obligation by passing the neces-
sary legislation during the first part of this
session. As regarded the route, he had stated
that this Government would decide upon a
line or lines, and submit them to the Home
Government, the question had occupied the
anxious attention of this Government, both
on account of the importance of the work and
from the fear of the occurrence of any mis-
take, which if once committed could never be
repaired. The matter also was one with re-
gard to which there was a great diversity of
local interest, and local feelings, and the
Government had been overwhelmed with
pamphlets and newspapers, and communica-
tions pressing upon them the arguments in
favour of one route or the other. These had
to be carefully weighed before a final deci-
sion was come to. He might say, that a
majority of the members of the Government
had felt that they had not information
enough, and further information was being
obtained at this moment by competent engi-
neers.

Mr. F. Jones disclaimed any desire to assist
the dismemberment of the Confederation, but
pointed out that the case of Scotland, quoted
by the Hon. Premier, did not furnish a paral-
lel, Scotland having no Local Government
left her by the Union, which was not Federal,
but Legislative, and not therefore being capa-
ble of the united remonstrance which had
proceeded from the Nova Scotian Chambers.
As a member of the House, he was justified
in reference to facts which were perfectly
notorious, and regarding the expenditure of
this enormous sum of money as an integral
part of the Confederation bargain, he could
not consent to its appropriation, if the
Confederation was not to be perpetual.

Hon. Mr. Cartier was quite prepared to
agree that Ontario was the most wealthy and
most prosperous of the Provinces, but she
was for that reason the one most interested in
the possession of the road. (Mr. Blake, No!
No!) The honourable member said No! but he
was not speaking to convert him. (Laughter.)
Ontario was more interested than any other
Province in seeing the opening of this outlet
to the sea. Her prosperity was liable to be
ruined to-morrow by the caprice of Mr.

March 16, 1868



COMMONS DEBATES

McCullough, who might, if he desired it, by
mere customs regulation, deprive her of the
advantage of the bonding system, and of
American transit. The opening of the Inter-
colonial Railway will relieve them from de-
pendence upon the goodwill of any Secretary
of the United States Treasury, who would not
be disposed to force the whole of their traffie
to run in other channels. He threw out these
considerations for the benefit of the honoura-
ble member (Mr. Blake) in the hope that he
would bestow upon them all thé attention of
which his great grasp of mind, his luminous
intellect, and his anxiety for the welfare of
his great Province were so well capable.
(Laughter.)

Mr. Connell, who was very imperfectly
heard, was understood to contend that the
construction of the Intercolonial must be pro-
ceeded with as an act of justice to New
Brunswick, to which the building of that
railway was as much a condition of the
Union as it was to Nova Scotia.

Mr. Stewart Campbell, as one of the rep-
resentatives of Nova Scotia, did not regret
this discussion. He believed the disaffection
unhappily existing in Nova Scotia would be
allayed, when it was understood there that
that disaffection had been brought up to this
Parliament as a reason why the Intercolonial
Railway should not be proceeded with. There
was no question in which the people of Nova
Scotia took a deeper interest than in the
construction of this great work. As one of the
representatives of Nova Scotia he had entire
confidence in the Government that they
would discharge their duty in this matter
with as much expedition as was consistent
with a proper location of the line.

Mr. Blake pointed out that the Imperial
Act did not require, as the Premier had
stated, that the Act of this Parliament should
be passed within six months of the Union,
but that they should pass an Act for the
commencement of the road within six
months, and its construction without inter-
mission, and completion with all practicable
speed. He did not think the Government had
carried out the duty imposed on them, either
in its letter or spirit.

Sir John A. Macdonald said he would leave
to grammarians the question as to the precise
construction of the sentences referred to. He
would say, however, that in point of fact
something had actually been done in New
Brunswick towards the construction of the
road.

[Mr. Cartier (Montreal East).]

Mr. Mackenzie said, whatever difference of
opinion there might be as to the grammatical
construction of the sentence of the Act which
had been quoted, there could be no difference
as to the statement of the Government in the
early part of the session, that it was absolute-
ly necessary then to pass the Bill. When some
gentlemen required further time for discus-
sion and consideration, the Government
urged that the immediate passage of the Bill
was necessary, not merely in order to comply
with the letter of the law, but to enable them
to make a commencement; and it was chiefly
for this reason that the Bill was hurried
through, he thought without sufficient consid-
eration, by this House. That was one of the
reasons assigned for refusing members a vote
as to the location of the railway. He thought
there must be some other reason than the
Premier had alleged for delaying the decision
as to that question.

Hon. Mr. Holon-What can it be?
(Laughter).

The motion was then allowed to stand until
to-morrow.

BANK SHAREHOLDERS

Mr. Mackenzie moved for a return of the
shareholders in the several banks of the
Dominion. Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

Mr. Mackenzie moved an address calling
for the names of the Engineers appointed in
connection with the Intercolonial Railway;
the instructions issued with regard to the
survey of the routes and other particulars
respecting the instructions given such Engi-
neers. Carried.

Hon. Mr. Holton said the leader of the
Government had previously announced that
the minority of his colleagues desired more
information on this subject before acquies-
cing in the decision of the majority, and as the
Government had acquiesced in the last mo-
tion, it followed that those Engineers had
been appointed to get the very information re-
quired by the minority to enable them to
come to a conclusion. It would, he thought, be
desirable to supplement the information made
by the leader of the Government a little while
ago by informing the House as to the character
of the information which the minority desired,
the extent of it, the time likely to be con-
sumed in obtaining it, and when it might be
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